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Editorial
ONCE AGAIN in the providence of God we are brought to the beginning of a
New Year. What it holds none of us knows, but we can enter it in the confidence
that the Lord will be with us each step of the way.

Let us for our encouragement lay hold of the promise given by the Lord to the
Apostle Paul: "My grace is sufficient for thee" (2 Corinthians l2:9). Paul knew
what it was to have his hopes crushed and his plans thwarted; he had what he
called "a thorn in the flesh". What exactly it was we are not told, but he used
language which suggests it was something painful and unpleasant. Perhaps the
Frgcise nature of his affliction has been withheld from us so that we may see how
God can overrule every circumstance of life and that we may take comfort.

Paul made his affliction a matter of prayer; he was not content with praying
once but repeated his request. His prayer was answered but not in the way he had
expected. There are two ways of lightening a burden - one by diminishing the
actual weight and the other by increasing the strength of the shoulder that bears
it. So we find that Paul's thorn was not removed but its presence was sanctified
and so he was enabled to turn his trials into triumphs.

The Lord Jesus Christ speaks of,His grace as being "sufficient"; but His
sufficiency is not just bare adequacy but is large beyond our expgctation. He is
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.

If we trust Him we shall find that His grace is indeed sufficient for our needs.
He never fails those who commit themselves to Him.
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Alpha and Omega
A Sermon by the Editor

"And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
end . I will give unto him thot is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely 

"

(Revelotion 2I:6)

WE CAN IMAGINE John on his seagirt island of Patnros. There he was
longing for the voice of fellow-believers and hearing only the cry of the gull, the
moan of the wind and the fret of the sea, but to John was given a wonderful
experience because there on Patmos the Lord Jesus Christ revealed Himself in a
very wonderful way to the exiled apostle. You remember how in the beginning of
this Book the Lord Jesus appeared to John and said: "I am the First and I am the
Last and I am He that liveth and was dead and, bchold, I am alive for evermore
and have the keys of hell and of death". Four times over in the Book of the
Revelation we have the Lord Jesus syrng, "I am Alpha and Omega", in chapter
I (verses 8 and I l), in our text, and then in the last chapter of all - "I am Alpha
and Omega". I expect you know that those are the last letters of the Greek
alphabet. It is as though the Lord Jesus was saying, "I am the 'A' and I am the
'Z' " . What wonderful illustrations the Bible brings before us in so many ways.
The Bible illustrations are so easy to understand; for instance, when the Bible
represents God's Word as a hammer, we know full well that it is a force that has
shattered our self confidence. "Is not my word like a hammer that breaketh the
rock in pieces?" And so this wonderful title of our Lord is simple and yet it is
profound. It tells us what Christ is in Himself and what He is to all His people.
He who is the "A" and the "Z",the Alpha and the Omega, He is our eternal,
unchangeable Lord. He is the Lord of history, working out His purposes. He is
the end of faith, just as He is its beginning. Let us look, then, at this lovely verse,
"I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end". Let us apply this title to
our Lord and expound it. We can see that -

He is the Beginning and the End of the Physical Universe
By time-honoured tradition we read on this particular Sundaythe account of the
Creation, and there, behind it all is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the Agent of
Creation. John in his Gospel says, "By him were all tlrings made". He made the
fig tree as well as blasting it, as you remember from the Gospel story. No wonder
that He could give sight to the blind man because He first made the optic nerve
and the retina. It was no wonder He could give hearing to the deaf because He
first set the drum of the ear. You remember how he cured the man with the
withered arm - and no wonder, because He first made the bone and strung the
muscle. "By him were all things made." We remember that as we look around
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Cnd's handiwork in the Creation. Yes, He is the beginning of the Creation and
He will be its end. No wonder then in this Book of the Revelation we find the
rcdcmed in heaven saying, "Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God
Almigbty, just and true are all thy ways, thou King of saints". Is it any wonder
that the Psalmist takes up the words and says, "Oh Lord, how manifold are
thy works"?

But the same hand that built the universe will one day pull it down. This is the
thought here at the beginning of this very chapter. John says: "I saw a new
hcaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away;
and there was no more sea." Oh there are those that think that man will destroy
the world. They are wrong. We know that man does have tremendous power in
nuclear weaponry but that is not how the Bible says the world will end. The same
hand that built it will destroy it. "He is the beginning and the end" of the
physical universe.

He is the Beginning and the End of the Bible, the Alpha and the Omega
He is the theme of both Testaments and if you take Christ out of the Bible it is
like the Louvre without the pictures, or the Tower of London without the Crown
Jewels - a mere shell if you take Christ away from the sacred page. He is its
theme. He is its beginning and its end. Take the Old Testament: it is preparatory,
but it speaks of the Christ who was to come. He is the centre of the Old
Testament just as He is the centre of the New. Christ crucified is set forth in these
Old Testament sacrifices and every sacrifice was a confession of a Saviour that
was to come. The morning and the evening sacrifices, the altar, the mercy seat,
the scapegoat, the day of atonement - all these are types and emblems of the
Christ who was yet to come. It was the Christ of whom the prophets spoke. At
times they spoke as through a glass darkly, sometimes they spoke of His
sufferings and sometimes of His glory that was to follow - but Christ is its
theme, the beginning and the end. I ask you, what is the Bible to you? Is it just a
book containing moral precepts and good advice? It is that, but it is far more
than that. If that is all you see in the Bible you are rather like someone studying
the solar system and leaving out the sun in your reckoning.'Christ is the centre
of the Volume. What did our Lord say to the people of His day, to the Jews?
"Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they
which testify of me." He is the beginning and the end of the Scriptures. Then
we can say -

He is the Beginning and the End of Salvation, the Alpha and the Omega
Salvation is all of Christ. Christ's Incarnation and Death and Resurrection are
the corner stone on which the whole plan of redemption rests. He Himself said,"I am the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but by
me". Paul was inspired to write: "There is one God and one mediator between
God and man, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all, to be
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testified in due time." He is the beginning and the end of salvation. No mortal
man could stand in his own right before God. We must come in the Name of
Jesus. We must stand on no other ground, pleading no other plea but that Christ
died for sinners, "of whom I am chief". The garment of Christ is the only robe
that can cover uS, the Name of Christ is the only name by which we can obtain
admission to heaven. "There is no other name given under heaven whereby we
must be saved," and we must be content to come to heaven solely by free grace,
simply as believers in Christ. How we must also beware of adding nothing to
Christ. There are those who say, "Yes, Christ and the Church" or "Christ and
Our gOOd works" Or "Christ and our Offerings" or "Christ and the Sacrament",
but not so, He is the beginning and He is the end of salvation. A Christless
religion is utterly useless. This is why we must go a step further and say that -

Christ is also the Beginning rnd the End of the Christian Ministry

A sermon that has nothing about Christ in it is an utter failure and a minister who
devotes his pulpit to anything but Christ is an imposter. Whatever great theme
we may discuss, Christ must be the beginning and Christ must be the end and
men need to know of Christ as the Light of the World. They need to know of
Him as the Sacrifice, the God-appointed Sacrifice for sin. They need to know of
Him as the Rock - the Rock of Ages - the Balm for all their woes, the Guide
for time and for eternity, and if we should live till the age of Methuselah we
should never exhaust this great theme of the Lord Jesus Christ. When men are
tempted we need to tell them of Christ, the Shield from temptation's hour; when
men are troubled we need to tell them of Christ the Friend that sticketh closer
than a brother. When men feel the burden of their sins and their guilt, we need
to tell them of the pardon that Christ provides, for "the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from all sin", and when men are dying and when the sands of time are
fast slipping away we need to tell them of Christ the Resurrection and the Life.
Oh! let Christ be the burden of our talk and the inspiration of our prayers, the
theme of our song. This must be ever the theme of the Christian ministry if it is to
be worth its name. The great work of the ministry is to exalt Christ. We are
ambassadors to carry tidings to a rebellious world. Splendid buildings are all well
and good in their way, but if Christ is not preached in them they are only empty
shells. He is indeed the beginning and the end of the ministry.

Christ is also the Beginning and the End of Heaven

He is the most honoured Personage in that blessed land. In this great book from
which our text is taken we read of Christ there being in the very centre of all,
' 'the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world' ' , and the praise of Christ will
be the eternal song of all the inhabitants of heaven. There they sing, "Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain to receive wisdom and honour and glory and power and
majesty" and the service of Christ will be the occupation of the inhabitants of
heaven. We shall there attend on Him without distraction and work without
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crb. Tlrereire those who think that heaven is the place of idleness, but the
Itcs Testament does not leave us to believe that. There is a work to do, there is a
scrrice to render for Christ even there, and the presence of Christ will be the
er c asting enjoyment of heaven. "They shall see his face" and then we shall say:

"My God how wonderful Thou art,

H'-Tl'ilr,liirl'Hi,:vseat
In depth of burning light."

You remember the psalmist said: "As for me, I will behold thy face in
righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness." He is "the
dtogether lovely one". "I am Alpha and Omega." Yes, in the midst of change,
He changeth not, because He has neither beginning of days or end of life. How
thankful we should be that Jesus Christ is "the same, yesterday and today and
for ever". The seas of life may ebb and flow, but He stands immovable as the
rock. From first to last the believer is in the hands of the unchangeable Christ
who says, "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end".

Christ the Fountain of Life
Notice the second part of the verse: "I will give unto him that is athirst of the
fountain of the water of life freely."

Here is Christ's simple offer of life. His words are addressed to those who have
the sense of need. "I will give unto him that is athirsl of the fountain of the water
of life freely." You will know, I am sure, that thirst is one of the metaphors that
the psalmist and the prophets take up to describe the longing of the soul after
God. Psalm 42: "Like as the hart panteth after thewaterbrooks, so panteth my
soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall
I come and appear before God?" Or you remember Isaiah invites those who are
thirsty to take of the water of life: "Ho every one that thirsteth, come ye to the
waters." If you have no money you are welcome, yes, thrice welcome, come,
welcome to you. This is the thirst that the Jews felt when Peter was preaching on
the Day of Pentecost when they were pricked in their hearts and said, "Men and
brethren, what shall we do?". There was a thirst, a God-created thirst that only
Christ could satisfy. Now what water is to physical thirst, Christ is to the souls of
men. The world's best does not satisfy, but He satisfies all our desires and fulfils
all our expectations. It is not for nothing that the psalmist says, "With thee is the
well of life and in thy light we shall see light". Christ is the fountain of living
water which God has graciously provided for thirsty souls and from whom there
flows a boundless stream, an endless supply. "Living water" -: this was the
great message that the Lord gave to the woman at the well of Samaria when she
came to draw water. He asked her for a drink. There was a hesitancy on her part
and He said, "If you knew who it was that asks, you would give it Him and He
would give thee living water". We all have particular needs, but we all have a
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spiritual need which only Christ can meet. Remember Christ's great words at the
Feast of Tabernacles, "If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink", and
as we cannot live physically without water, so we cannot live spiritually without
Christ. Do you know anything of this thirst? There is the word, "I will give unto
him who is athiist (who knows his need) of the fountain of the water of life
freely". There are many today thirsting for one thing or the other, for money,
for pleasure, for success, for fame, but these things do not satisfy, they do not
quench the thirst. They are like salt water. They only intensify it and many apply
for their real need by worldly things.

Well, here is a promise to the thirsty, and a promise sure of fulfilment. You
remember in Isaiah 44 it says, "I will pour water upon him that is athirst and
floods on the dry ground". Or the Sermon on the Mount, when Christ said,
"Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be
filled". Do we thirst, thirst for the things of God? Well, here is the great
invitation: "I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of
life freely."

Turn over to almost the last words in the Bible and here we get the word yet
again, verse l7 in the last chapter: "Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take the water of life freely." There is the invitation. Have you
availed yourself of it? Do you feel your need? May God give us such a need, a
consciousness of that need. And what is the remedy? How does it become our
own? Safe is the hand that carries the living water to our lips, how simple is the
remedy and yet how reluctant men are to take it! God gives and we take. "I will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely."

Now Dr. Horatius Bonar gave us his testimony and put it this way:
'' 
lJ.'ff iot5,::,T.rl":te 

su s sa''
The living water, thirsty one,
Stoop down and drink and live'.
I came to Jesus and I drank
Of that life-giving stream, I

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived
And now I live in Him."

May we by God's grace have such a testimony that we have drunk of the
fountain of the water of life freely. It is free; it is all of grace, but it is only to those
who recognise their need. "[ am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I
will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely."

M.H.

"Faith never rests more calmly or peacefully than when it lays it head on the
pillowof God'somnipotence." J. C. Rvle
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\ For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

5' *' 
cATcH THE *LANE!

\[E ARRIVED AT FRANKFURT AIRPORT in good time for the flight back
to l.ondon. Arriving at the check-in desk, we were given the disappointing news,
' 'Tbc flight has been overbooked. You may not get on. ' ' Immediately our minds
$arted taking in all the implications. We would miss our connecting flight home.
\\'here would we stay for the night? What would happen to our luggage? We
n'ere told to wait at the side. Someone would call us about twenty minutes before
the flight was due to depart. How we hoped and prayed that they would find a
s€at for us.

When I go on an aeroplane I like a non-smoking seat, either at the window or
next to the aisle and I prefer to be sitting beside my husband. But standing in the
airport lounge, waiting to be called, all I wanted was to be on that plane - it did
not matter where the seat was.

Eventually an official came from the plane to tell the desk clerk that there were
several empty seats. All four of our party were allocated places. How good it felt
to be given that boarding pass.

My seat was in the smoking section, right in the middle of the centre group of
seats, completely out of sight of my husband or friends. But I was so glad to be
on the plane and heading home. Normally I would have been fussing about what
kind of seat I got, but this journey made me realise that the important thing was
to be on the plane.

Do we ever give a thought about going to heaven? Perhaps we wonder what it
will be like, what we will do, how we will feel. The really important matter is that
we would be therc. Those who reach heaven will be so glad to be there, they will
be perfectly happy with what God has provided for them there. "Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of mbn, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love him" (l Corinthians 2:9).

We will not be concerned if others seem to be in a more favourable position.
The important thing is to be there.

How can we ensure that we have the "boarding pas!". That is only the gift of
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He has paid the priCe. His perfect sinless life
and sacrificial death on the cross satisfied divine justice. If God Himself works in
our heart to convince us of our sin and misery, to enlighten our minds in the
knowledge of christ and to renew our wills, He will persuade and enable us to
embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the Gospel (see Westminster Shorter
Catechism question 3l). This is our "ticket" to heaven.
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Find the missing words from the text:

l . T h e L o r d . . . w i l l
strength of his right

hear from his

ry*

heaven with the saving
hand (Psalm 20).

2. We have a building of God, an house not made with hands,
in the heavens (2 Corinthians 5).

3. And the which were in heaven followed him upon white
horses (Revelation l9).

4. There came a from heaven saying, I have both glorified it
(his name) and will glorify it again (John l2).

5. Thy will be done in as it is in heaven (Matthew 6).

6. Rejoice because your are written in heaven (Luke l0).

The First Promise
C.  H .  SPURGEON

"And I wilt put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed; it shalt bruise thy head, ond thou sholt bruise hb heel" (Genesis 3:15)

THIS IS THE FIRST PROMISE to fallen man. It contains the whole Gospel,
and the essence of the covenant of grace. It has been in great measure fulfilled.
The seed of the woman, even our Lord Jesus, was bruised in his heel, and a
terrible bruising it was. How terrible will be the final bruising of the serpent's
head! This was virtually done when Jesus took away sin, vanquished death, and
broke the power of Satan; but it awaits a still fuller accomplishment at our
Lord's Second Advent, and in the day of Judgment.

To us the promise stands as a prophecy that we shall be afflicted by the powers
of evil in our lower nature, and thus bruised in our heel: but we shall triumph in
Christ, who sets his foot on the old serpent's head.'Throughout this year we
may have to learn the first part of this promise by experience, through the
temptations of the devil, and the unkindness of the ungodly who are his seed.
They may so bruise us that we may limp with our sore heel; but let us grasp the
second part of the text, and we shall not be dismayed. By faith let us rejoice that
we shall still reign in Christ Jesus, the woman's seed'
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Tracts of Truth (4)
NIGEL W. BOWDEN (Stoke, Plymouth)

AN EVALUATION OF PENTECOSTALISM
"And they wentforth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them,

and con"firming the word with signs following" (Mark 16:20)
"Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs,

and wonders, and mighty deeds (2 Corinthians 12:12)

."Prove oll things; hold fast to that which is good" (I Thessaronians 5:2r)
"Miraculous powers were largely conferred on the early church for the
conJirmation of faith, and in witness of the divine origin of christianity. Their
end being accomplished, and christianityfirmly plonted in the world, they were

gradually withdrawn" (Bishop W. Walsham How)

How sHouLD PENTECOSTALISM (the so<alled "charismatic movement,,)
be evaluated in contemporary church life? Is it agenuine work of the Holy spirit
in our age, or rather is it a pernicious error? These are questions which evfry
earnest and thoughtful Christian must address; there can be no evading of the
issue. Moreover, does not St. Paul exhort us to exercise our powers of spiritual
discernment when he says, "Prove all things; hold fast to that which is good"
(l Thessalonians 5:21)?

The Pentecostal movement, in both its denominational and its interdenomi-
national forms, claims to be in essence a renewal of neglected but authentic
elements in christianity-namely, thegift of tongues (i.e.languages), prophecy,
and healing. Thus those who have participated in the pentecostal mov-ement
declare that they have rediscovered the apostolic gifts of the New Testament.
They argue, with a forceful dogmatism, that the life of the apostolic church
is the norm for the Church in all ages. Furthermore they contend that the neglect
of these gifts has sorely impoverished the church and deprived it of tnJruu
Gospel. It is claims of this kind that are made on behalf of the pentecostal
movement. However, the question is: Are they true; are they supported by Holy
Scripture, and a proper interpretation of the significance of what happened in
the apostolic age?

First, is it correct to assume that the life of the apostolic Church is normative
for the Church in every age? There were apostles in the New Testament church,
so does it follow that there must be apostles in the church today? By definition
this is impossible, for an apostle was an eyewitness of the risen christ (cf. Acts
l:21-22), besides being specially commissioned by the Lord as an eyewitness.
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That is the significance of Paul's words: "And last of all he was seen of me
also, as of one born out of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, that am
not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God"
(l Corinthians 15:8-9).

Paul was the last to see the risen Christ and receive the apostolic commission,
and his apostleship was of an extraordinary character because of the special
work he was to undertake as the missionary to the Gentiles. When, therefore, the
apostles passed away there were no more apostles in the Church. This, in itself,
would clearly suggest that there was something different and unique about the
character and life of the apostolic Church.

Second, common to all Pentecostal groups is the claim that the extraordinary
gifts possessed by the apostles, should be the property of the Church in our own
day. Now this claim must be related to the concept of miracle in Scripture as a
whole. If we look at the subject we observe that miracles did not occur in all ages
of the Church, either in the Old Testament or the New. We find that they cluster
in Scripture like stars in the night sky. There are four main constellations. They
cluster first around Moses (the plagues of Egypt, the crossing of the Red Sea, the
manna and the water, etc.); next around Elijah, Elisha and the prophets; thirdly
around our Lord Himself; and fourthly around the apostles. Now these are the
four main epochs of revelation - the Law, the Prophets, the Lord and the
apostles. And the major purpose of miracles was to authenticate each fresh
stage of revelation.

Now when we come to the "signs of an apostle" (2 Corinthians 12:12) we find
the same principle controls the significance of what they did. The miracles that
accompanied their ministry, whether it was speaking in other foreign languages'
healing the sick, or raising the dead, were meant to authenticate the divine
message they preached - "And they (i.e. the apostles) went forth, and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word with signs
following" (Mark 16:?-0).

The testimony and word of the apostles and prophets, corroborated by works
of divine power, have been preserved for us in the sacred Scriptures. We may
only expect a continuation of the miracles of the apostles if we also expect
further divine revelations. But everything in the New Testament points to the
revelation that God has given in Christ being final and complete - "God, who
at sundry times and in divers manners spake in times past unto the fathers by the
prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son" (Hebrews l:l-2).
Here the full, final, and definitive revelation of God iscontrasted with thepartial
and incomplete revelation of Him given previously. This is the vein in which
Scripture consistently speaks of the revelation of Christ. The testimony of the
apostles is not a separate revelation, rather it is an integral part of the final
revelation that God has given in Christ. How, therefore, can it be stated that
events and happenings of the apostolic age are normative for the Church of
today? To make such a statement is to ignore completely the special character

f
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of rhc epoccles' ministry and work, and the fact that they were chosen to be
rn:: .ments of revelation.

Tbcre are some further arguments from scripture which support the above
intcrpraation of the place and significance of the extraordinary gifts:

( | ) The New Testament contains no specific promise either of their
continuance or of their renewal in any post-Pentecostal situation.

(2) Nowhere in the New Testament are these more sensational manifestations
of the Holy Spirit's presence regarded as harbingers of spiritual quickening,
following upon spiritual decline, in either individuals or communities.

(3) The pastoral epistles make no mention of them at all, and here one might
cryct much to be said if they were to be a feature of the ongoing life of the
Church in every age. Rather the emphasis is upon the regular ministry of the
Word and the character of those to be ordained to this work.

(4) Nowhere does the New Testament give direct encouragement to seek the
gift of languages, or to regard ourselves as spiritually inferior if we lack it, or to
suppose that enjoyment of it guarantees spiritual advance. The Corinthians,
who apparently took an excessive interest in these particular manifestations,
s€em to have been the most disorderly, immoral, and indeed immature church
to which Paul ever wrote.

we have observed, then, in Scripture itself a due proportion with regard to the
work of the Holy spirit, an analogy that we do well to follow in the church
today. The permanent and paramount work of the Holy spirit in all ages of the
Church is the regeneration and sanctification of God 's elect. It is a neglect of this
vital work of the Spirit that has sorely impoverished the Church and deprived it
of powerandinfluence, nottheallegedabsenceof extraordinarygifts. Thisisthe
fulfilment of God's eternal plan, and the work of the Holy Spirit is absolutely
essential to it. However, the work of the Holy Spirit in the writing of Scripture by
inspiring the apostles and prophets, in establishing the infant Church, and
authenticating the witness of the apostles by signs and wonders, is, as has been
demonstrated, by its very nature a temporary work, confined to a particular
period, and not therefore to be regarded as normative for the life and health of
the Church in all ages.

Third, Pentecostalism has some very disturbing features, two of which must
be mentioned.

Throughout all Pentecostal groups there is an inordinate insistence upon joy,
ecstasy and euphoria. Thrills, joys, exciting experiences, mindless hand
clapping, peace and the singing of rousing, repetiti.ve ditties - all feature
prominently in Neo-Pentecostalism. Overpowering and authoritarian leaders
are also quite common, a sure and certain mark of a cultic tendency. All of
this suggests an unhealthy imbalance both emotionally and doctrinally. It may
be objected that "peace" and "joy" often appear in the New Testament
in connection with the work of the Holy Spirit. This is quite true; but they
are always held in tension with suffering, cross-bearing, weakness, and
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consciousness of sin; so that we are never led to rest in our experiences, c
to glory in them, but always in Christ and God's grace. Paul said on this very
point, "If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine
infirmities" (2 Corinthians I I :30).

In all Pentecostal movements in the past there have been deviations from
the mainstream of Church history and from orthodoxy. Even if they have
not always shown themselves to be heterodox immediately, this characteristic
has manifested itself very quickly. Montanism, Anabaptists, Quakers and
Irvingites - all have claimed fresh outpourings of the Holy Spirit and a renewal
of apostolic gifts, yet all have been heterodox parentheses in the life of the
Church. Therefore, however large and important a contemporary movement
may be, if it stands in line with such a pedigree, and Pentecostalism certainly
does, it should be rejected and denounced as error.

It may be said in conclusion that it is a sad reflection upon the spiritual
declension of today's Church that few Christians will dismiss Pentecostalism as
unorthodox and unbiblical. This is totally inadequate and the time has surely
arrived for a forthright denunciation of this error by all ministers and
theologians. There is no place for a provisional agnosticism on a matter of such
serious magnitude.

Pentecostalists, and many others, will construe this article as nothing more
than a devilish broadside and accordingly treat it with contempt. It is the writer's
sincere prayer that this will not be the case. Rather his earnest desire is that those
who are involved with this spurious movement will examine its teachings and
practices in the light of the unalloyed Holy Scriptures. A serious study of Church
history will also reinforce the writer's conclusions.

At one time, after his conversion to Christianity, the writer himself was
involved with the Pentecostal movement. However, it was not long before God's
Holy Spirit alerted him to the fact that Pentecostalism 'was not authentic
Christianity but rather an error which counterfeited the extraordinary gifts of
the primitive Church. He also began to observe that there was no apparent
interest in seeking after the holiness " . . . without which no man shall see the
Lord". But worldliness, backbiting, irreverence and a contempt for anyone who
dared to challenge or question their erroneous teachings, were all too evident.

Since his departure from Pentecostalism the writer has found that his
Christian life has been greatly enriched - through a diligent use of the means of
grace. However, he feels very much for those poor souls who are enslaved by
Pentecostalism. Some, especially new converts to Chqistianity, are drawn into it
because of ignorance. May God be pleased to enlighten them as He was to
enlighten me. .r

"c!
;{

The broken heart is the only sound heart. JohnTrapp
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An Extraordinary Wrestling Match
Genesis 32222-32

STAN EVERS (Potton, Beds)

I IIWITE You to join me at the ringside of a remarkable wrestling match. The
venue: by the River Jabbok, a tributary of the River Jordan in canaan. The
contestants: a97-year-old Jew named Jacob, and a mysterious Man, who refuses
to give His name. The time: all night until sunrise. Jacob is winning for most of the
contest, but eventually the Stranger dislocates the Jew's hip. The Man tries to
leave as the sun comes up in the sky, but Jacob refuses to let Him go. The Stranger
rewards his antagonist for his persistence and even gives him a new name!

1. THE MEN

Jacob (verse u) - returning from the home of his father-in-law, Laban, in
Haran. The next morning Jacob faced the frightening prospect of meeting his
brother Esau, who twenty years ago had threatened to kill him. Now alone at
Jabbok Jacob meets an opponent more powerful than Esau."A Man" (verse 24). who was this enigmatic Man? God Himself was wrestling
with Jacob. The Man said: "You havepower with God" (verse 28). Jacob said: .i
have seen Godface toface" (verse 30). The Man who wrestled with Jacob wasthe
angel of God who spoke to Jacob in the house of Laban and identified himself as
t he God of Bet hel (3 | : ll - I 3). If He is God why is He called an angel? Angel means
messenger. This wrestling Man was the messenger of God to Jacob. It was Jesus
christ with whom Jacob wrestled at Jabbok. This was the only way in which
Jacob could see the glorious God and live! (verse 30).

2. THE MATCH

why did God wrestle with Jacob? God taught Jacob to depend on Himself
and not to rely on his own cleverness. Hosea 12:2-5 gives us the key to interpret
this remarkable event in Jacob's life. The prophet tells us that Jacob wept-and
mode supplicotion unto God at Peniel. So then we learn from Genesis 3jabout
prayer, though we are not to infer from this passagc that God is reluctant to
grant our requests, but He does test our earnestness when we come to Him
with our petitions.

Jacob sent his family and possessions ahead to spend time alone in prayer
(verses 22-24). God came to him in a way that he did not expect. Are we too busy
for God to speak to us? He may force us to stop through illness or some tragedy in
our lives. Do we expect God to do anything unusual when we worship? God gave
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Jacob, thC\reak sinnfffower to overcome Himself (verses 25 and 28)! We too
may overcome because He who ordains all events uses our prayers to bring
about His plans.

After a while Jacob realised that his opponent was more than a man because
of the power He employed to dislocate his thigh joint, the strongest joint in the
whole body. Jacob realised his own weakness. A close encounter with God can
be painful. What God discovers within us and reveals to us may not be pleasant!

As the wrestling match continues the divine wrestler asks Jacob to let Him go
(verse 26) - why did He make this request? Let me suggest three reasons:
(l) This combat was private and personal and not for the eyes of Jacob's fellow-
travellers. (2) Jacob had a journeyto Undertake and a familyto care for. There is
a time to pray and a time for our daily duties. (3) Jacob could not see God's face
and live (verse 33 with Exodus 33:20). Daylight would reveal God's face. Jacob's
reply to the question of his adversay was, '? will not let thee got, except thou
bless me" (verse 26).He got what he asked: "He blessed him there" (verse 29).
We need the same determination and persistence in our prayer meetings.

Jacob must state his name, not to tell God, but as a confession of his sinful
past (verses 27-28\. Recall that his name meant deceiver. He became Israel,
which meansprince with God. Jacob fought with God and would in the future
fight for God. A new name marked a new nature and anticipates Jesus'teaching
on the new birth in John 3.

"Tell me, I pray thee, thy name" (verse 29), pleads Jacob. He was almost sure
of the identity of the wrestler but he wanted full confirmation. God's answer to
the question was that "he blessed him there". These words reveal that Jacob's
plea was more than a request for a name. He longs for a deeper understanding of
God. Do we long to know God better and to walk closer to Him? So Jacob
named the place Peniel, which meansface of God (verse 30). The name does not
celebrate Jacobjs victory, but God's grace by which he escaped with his life. Just
as the sun rose (verse 3l) so "a new day of light and of hope was dawning for
Jacob after the night of gloom and despair" (Leupold). Jacob at peace with God
leaves Jabbok to make his peace with Esau.

How feeble our prayers seem when we think about Ja6ob's wrestling with
God! Nevertheless God does hear our prayers and "Saton trembles when he sees
the weokest soint upon his knees" (William Cowper).

"Life and death and hell and worlds unknown, ,
Hang on His firm decree;
He sits on no precarious throne,
Nor borrows leave to be."

Isaac Watts
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"Where Sin Abounded,
Grace did much more Abound"

PAUL BROWN (Dunstable)

Genesis 3:1-3

THIS CHAPTER gives us the perfect explanation for the world being as it is
today. God in the beginning made the world very good but the devil came and
tcmpted Eve. She and her husband disobeyed God and, as a result of their
disobedience, their relationship with the God who made them was destroyed.
sin and evil came into their hearts and lives and the very earth around and
everything in it was spoiled and altered.

I am going to start with a question. Is it fair that the fall of Adam and Eve
should ruin everyone else and bring such calamitious changes into the world?

Now I know that question seems somewhat irreverent and impertinent;
indeed, it is, but yet it is the sort of question that people are likely to raise. They
might say: "We can understand that when Adam and Eve disobeyed God that
would have certain effects in their own lives, but why should that affect their
descendants, and why should it bring such calamitious changes into the world
all around?"

The first thing to say in answer to that question is this. We are in no position to
judge what is fair and just, nor to judge what God should or should not ordain.
There is much of necessity that we cannot understand. The whole emphasis of
the opening chapters of Genesis reminds us that God is God and that we are but
creatures made by Him. God is great; He is over all; He is Lord of all. The great,
majestic God made the universe and the earth by His Word, and He made us.
We are His creatures, human beings created by Him and put in the world that
He had made. Of necessity, we are in no position to try and assess or query the
ways of God.

The Scripture emphasises this in many places, e.g. Isaiah N:12-14: "Who
hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with
the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath directed the spirit of
the Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught him? With whom took he counsel,
and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him
knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understandin gi" Itis ridiculoris, isn't
it, for us to question the ways of God? Who taught God knowledge? No one had
to teach God knowledge; no one had to guide the Spirit of God in what He did.
No one has to-be the counsellor of God. God is wise; God is great. We are just
human beings. Our place is to receive what God tells us about Himself and
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about His ways and about His work. In Romans 9:20we have these well known
words : ' 'Nay but , O man, who art thou that repliest against God ? Shall the thing
formed say to Him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? " We are simply
not in a position to question what God has done or to raise queries about the way
in which He has chosen to work and the things which He has ordained.

But there is a second point and that is this. We are not detached, neutral
observers of this world and of what God has ordained. People often speak as if
that is true of them, as if they are in some detached position observing God,
observing the works of God and raising their questions and queries. But we are
not in such a position at all. We were involved in the Fall; we are sinners
ourselves. Our minds are blinded by sin and prejudice. We are all involved in our
own disobedience to God and His ways. We cannot stand, as it were, outside the
world and look on at the world and look on at God and say from our position,
our vantage point, that we do not think God's ways are just, fair and reasonable.
Such a thing is utterly ridiculous. We are those who were involved in the awful
fall that took place in the beginning; we are sinners ourselves, and therefore it is
unthinkable that we should try to bring God to account.

We have to accept the fact that the Bible tells us this is what happened. It is not
only in Genesis 3, but also in Romans 5:12: "Wherefore, as by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned." So it is in the New Testament as well as the Old. The Bible
uses this as the explanation for the state of the world at present and, moreover,
experience confirms it. Our experience backs up the truth cf what God's Word
says. We are to accept what God tells us in His Word.

It is the third response to the question which is of greatest importance. The
Bible makes it quite clear that, just as disaster came into the world through one
man, so also deliverance and restoration come about through one Man. This is
the clear teaching of the New Testament, particularly in Romans 5:18-19:
' 'Therefore as by the offence of one j udgment came upon all men to condemna-
tion; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life. For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners,
so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.'? This is the glory of
the Gospel that there is One who came into this world and who has done
everything necessary to save us from sin and all its consequences.

There are those who reason something like this. "We do not need to take this
story about Adam and Eve literally," they say. "It is really just a parable and it
shows us that human beings are exposed to temptation and fall into sin. Adam
can be thought of as every man in that this is the experience of us all." If we
understand Genesis 3 in that way, logic surely demands that if everyone
experiences his own fall into sin, then everyone has to be his own saviour also.
According to the Scriptures, one man at the beginning, who was the repre-
sentative of all his descendants, fell and brought sin and judgment upon the
human race, but another Man has come now who brings grace, pardon,
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salvation and mercy to the lost sons of Adam. Thank God that this is so. If
sveryone had to save himself then we would all be in a hopeless position.

so what the New Testament tells us is this. Just as there was a first Adam, so
also there is a second Man who is the last Adam. We read this in I Corinthians
15:4547: "And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the
last Adam was made a quickening spirit. Howbeit that was not first which is
spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. The
fust man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven." The
Lord Jesus christ is the second Man because He came to be the Head of a new
humanity. Adam was the head of the first humanity, made up of all men and
women and related to him by physical descent. But the second Man has come to
start a new humanity - a humanity made up of those redeemed from sin and
related to Him by spiritual birth..He is also called the Last Adam, for there are
but two Adams and there cannot be another. There is the first who brought ruin
into the world; there is the last who brought redemption and restoration. He is
the Last Adam because there cannot be any other Saviour, nor any other head or
representative appointed by God.

In view of all this, let us consider the temptation of the first Adam and also the
fact that the Last Adam was tempted. Just as the serpent tempted the first Adam
(Genesis 3) so the devil tempted the Last Adam when He came into the world.

In the first three Gospels we read that once the Holy Spirit had come upon the
Lord Jesus Christ He immediately led Jesus Christ into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. Mark puts it in this way: "Immediately the Holy Spirit
drove him into the wildernsss" - a strong word, "and he was there in the
wilderness forty days tempted by satan." you see Jesus christ came into the
world in order to be the second Man, the Last Adam and reverse the ruin that
had come when Adam disobeyed God. Just as Adam was tempted and fell, so
the Last Adam came in order to be tempted, but to resist and to overcome. As
soon as He begins his public ministry, as soon as He takes upon Himself the
responsibility for redeeming His people from their sins by being baptized, the
Holy Spirit comes upon Him and sends Him into the wilderness in order that He
may strive with the devil and oyercome.

Let us considei the parallels a little further.

l. The first Adam was tempted in a garden, but the Last Adam was tempted
in a wilderness
The contrast between the garden and the wildernese reminds us of *hat the
world has become by the fall of Adam into sin. Adam and Eve were in the
beautiful garden that God had made. Doubtless it was perfect in every way. we
know it was full of trees which were pleasant to the sight and good for food. It
was a perfect environment for human beings to live in. That has all changed
now. Even though there is much in creation which still reminds us of its original
glory, there are many parts of the world that are barren desert. The Lord jesus
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Christ, when He Was t€nttpted by the devil, was not in the beautiful place that
God had made with all the evidence of God's goodness all around. He was in a
barren, dry wilderness symbolising the change that had come into the world
because of the disobedience of Adam and Eve.

2. The first Adam was tmong the animals, but the Last Adam was with the
wild beasts
In Genesis chapter 2 we read of the animals coming to Adam and Adam naming
them. They are all tame; theynaturallycometo him; none of themarewild -h.e

gives themnames appropriate to their characteristics. But look at Mark l:12-13:
nlnd irnmediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness. And he was there
in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts."
Here you see again the evidence of the change that has taken place. The world
had become a dangerous place now; it had become a place where death can
strike.,"The animals have changed their nature. No longer do they come to
human'beings - no longer is there the sort of relationship which we find at the
beginning. Some of them are wild, some of them are ferocious' some of them
poi" a threat, and here is the Lord Jesus Christ in the vulnerability of His
humanity in the wilderness amongst the wild beasts.

3. The first Adam was eating freely of the trees of the garden, the Last Adam
fasted throughout fortY daYs

. . . for there was nothing to eat in the wilderness. You see the geat contrast.
Here is Adam with Eve; they are in the beautiful garden and God has said, "You

can eat of all the trees of the garden except one" and, doubtless, they did eat.
Doubtless they enjoyed all the good things that the good Lord had provided for
them. They were healthy, they were strong and well nourished. But then things
changed. You remember how this was part of the curse. God says to the man in
Genesis 3:17-19: "Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and
hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee saying, Thou shalt not eat of
it; cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of
thy life. Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee: and thou shalt eat of the
herb of the field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return unto
the ground: for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art: and unto dust shalt
thou return."

The Lord Jesus Christ is in a place where the ground has become as barren as it
ever will be, and almost impossible to cultivate. There !s nothing to eat. There are
the wild shrubs and the thorn bushes, there is the sand and the barren rocks;
there is ablazing sun, and the Lord Jesus Christ is there for forty days. He is
fasting. He is hungry and weak. You see, it is in that situation that the devil
co-eJ to Him. The devil came to Adam in the perfect surroundings of the
garden when he was well fed and nourished. The devil came to the Lord Jesus
bh.ist when everything was totolly different, because Jesus came into the world
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not as it was, but as it has become because of the Fall. We must follow this line of
thought a step further.

4. Tbe first Adam-faced temptation in the strength of his perfect manhood -

Itc Last Adam had a human frame with all the sinless limitations brought
rbout by the Fall
In Romans 8:3 we are told that the Lord Jesus Christ took upon Himself the
likeness of sinful flesh. Now this is important for two reasons. First of all, of
course, because it reminds us that the Lord Jesus Christ was alwayssln/ess. But,
although He had no sin, He was made in the "likeness of sinfulflesh". His body
was not like Adam's body - it was like our bodies, subject to all the physical and
nervous conditions and limitations that they are. Dr. Lloyd Jones speaks about
the things which the Lord Jesus Christ knew and which Adam did not know,
such as fatigue, tiredness, wearineis, pain, sorrow, grief, disappointment, the
capacity to weep. You see we have to be very careful here. This inverts all our
usual ideas. Adam in the garden was the perfect man. He was strong. He was
vigorous. He was clear-sighted; he was unaffected by weakness; he was well
nourished; he was in the beautiful environment. But do not think of the Lord
Jesus Christ coming into the world as the perfect l|''.Ianin thot sense. He is in the
Sense Of sinlessness, but not in any other sense. He iS "a man Of sorrOws and
acquainted with grief". He comes in human weakness and in all the vulnerability
of human nature as it has now become. It was like this that He went into the
barren desert, exposed to wild animals, hungry and thirsty, and there He resisted
and overcame the temptation of the enemy. The Lord Jesus Christ is the one who
supremely shows us that "strength is made perfect in weakness".

Although we have to be careful, it seems to me that part of the temptation of
the devil was just at this point. You remember the first temptation, "f thou be
the Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread". Very probably the
word "if" is to be understood bytheword "since". It means something likethis:
" Since you are the Son of God" or "seeing you are the Son of God" ' We might
put it like this; the devil says to the Lord Jesus Christ: "Youare the Son of God,
aren't you? Well, command that these stones be made bread! Why are you there
weak and hungry in the desert? Why are you staying like this? You don't have to
be so weak. You don't have to be so hungry, so tired, like this through fasting
alone in the desert. You could supply your needs. You are the Son of God, aren't
you? Why don't you satisfy your needs?" You see the force of the temptation?
But it was part of the voluntary self-humbling of thelord Jesus Christ that He
made Himself weak. He took upon Himself our human nature. He took upon
Himself our weakness and our vulnerability and He went into the most desperate
situation in order there to resist and overcQme the devil and to overturn what he
had brought about.

Further -
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5. The firct Adam had a companion and help prcvided for him - the Last
Adam faced the devil alone
Now we may feel (and I suppose rightly) that Eve was not a help to Adam. In fact
she became a stumbling-block to him; that was the subtlety of the devil. But we
do have to remember that Adam and Eve were together. Adam had a help
suitable for him provided by God. They could have conversed together. If only
Eve had called for Adam as soon as the serpent began to speak to her. Moreover,
Adam did not just have to listen to what Eve said. "Two ore better than one"
@cclesiastes 4:9), though in this case they failed. But the Lord Jesus Christ had
no one, He was there alone when He faced the devil. Think of the loneliness of
Christ. In the garden His closest disciples could not watch with Him, but failed
Ftrim. When he was arrested all His disciples forsook Him and fled. Peter came
close to where He was and then denied Him. On the cross, though accompanied
bytwo criminals and surrounded by a mocking crowd, He was supremely alone.
And here in the desert too; with all His disadvantages He met the devil alone and
conquered.

6. The first Adam had communion with the Lord God. but the Last Adam
had the company of the devil : L
The picture given us in Genesis chapters 2 and,3 makes it clear that Adam and
Eve had perfect communion with God. It is true that that communion was not
continuous. The Lord God came in the cool of the evening to commune with
them, but there was nothing to spoil that communion until their disobedience.
But when we come to the Lord Jesus Christ in the wilderness, this is what we read
in Luke 4:l-2: "And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost retur4ed from Jordan,
and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being forty days tempted of the
devil. " So we must not think of three temptations only. Those were the culmi-
nation of forty days while He was alone in the deiert and the devil with Him
tempting Him throughout that period. Weary, hungry and sorely vexed by the
constant presence and attacks of the foul fiend, He then had to face the final
climactic temptations. This leads us straight on to see that -

7. The first Adam had to face but one temptation, but the Last Adam had
unremitting temptation which culminated in three crucial temptations
What a disparity there is between Adam and Christ, and between Adam's failure
and Christ's victory! There was only one hurdle but Adam fell at it; there was a
great onslaught by the devil but Christ stood firm and overcame every attack.

t. The first Adam disobeyed God and ruined all his descendants j but ttre Last
Adam resisted every temptation
. . . overcame the devil and laid the foundation for a work which would restore
and more thon restore all the ruin which the devil had brought in.
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!. The first Adam ruined mankind by a single act - the Last Adam redeemed a
Er humanity, not just by a single act but by a process of obedience which was
orly finished when He died on the cross
"He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" @hilippians 2:8).
When we think of Jesus Christ being tempted in the wilderness we have to realise
that He exposed Himself to the temptations of Satan and went into that awful
spot in the vulnerability of His humanity, in order that we might be saved and
redeemed. He did it that we might be brought out of the clutches of Satan and
delivered from all that Satan has brought into this world. We ought never to
think about the fall of Adam and Eve without remembering also what it cost
Jesus Christ to reverse what Adam had brought about.

WHAT EFFECT SHOULD ALL THIS HAVE ON US?

Well, as I was thinking of this during the week, I must say that my mind became
full of the g tory of this. I am not able to express in any words the way in which it
came home to my heart as I contemplated this. The first thing is this -

"Praise God, from whom all blessings flow"
How thankful we all ought to be ! Think of the wisdom of this. There is a verse
of a hvmn which ttlfi, 

loving wisdom of our God,
When all was sin and shame,
A Second Adam to the fight
And to the rescue came.

Oh! wisest love that flesh and blood,
Which did in Adam fail,
Should strive again against the foe,
Should strive and should prevail."

Yes, flesh and blood failed with Adam, but flesh and blood strove afresh and
prevailed against the devil in the wilderness.

Consider the condescension of it
It is so difficult for us to understand the Incarnation. What did it mean for the
Son of God to take our flesh? What did it mean for Him to redeem us from
our sins? Parl of what it meant wos this.'thal in the weakness and vulnerability of
His humanity, He - not as Adam was - but aswe ori - stood in the wilderness
and there resisted unto blood the temptations of Satan. The next thing is this -

What fools people are when they try and save themselves
W e Connot save ourselv es. We cannOl redeem Ourselves. We cannot escape frOm
the clutches of Satan. We cannot set ourselves free from the snare into which
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Adam brought us. What fools people are to try to do it, because there is no need.
Someone else has done it and that is "/esr.r-s Chrkt. He is the only one who could
have done it. Whatever we do, however we strive, we cannot save ourselves. But
there's no point in doing so. Jesus Christ has come. One man ruined us, onother
has come for our salvation. Yet people reject Him and won't listen to the
glorious message about Him. They won't even stop to think about it. "All this, "

they say, "is very difficult - that is abstruse doctrine - I am not interested in
that. I just want to feel happy. I just want to enjoy myself." But, you see, this is
the glorious truth of God - this is God's way of delivering men and women
from Satan and from the bondage and ruin he has brought us into. Another
Adam has come, a Last Adam has come, and He has done everything, and this is
all our hope - this is all our salvation. There is all-sufficient salvation in Him.

'' 
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There are, in fact, greater blessings for Christian people than Adam and Eve
would have known, even if they had obeyed God. All the blessings of the Gospel
and all the glories of grace come to us through the redeeming work of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

This Saviour and this l)eliverer is to be preached to all
The apostle Peter went to the house of Cornelius. He is among Gentiles and he
says to them, "The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Christ. He is Lord of all" (Acts 10:36). Can there be peace in a
fallen world? Can there be peace in a sinful heart? Can there be peace in a
conscience that condemns itself? There is peace through Jesus Chrisf. In Acts
l3:38-39 Paul is preaching in the synagogue in the city of Antioch: "Be it known
unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto
you the forgiveness of sins: and by him all that believe are justified from all
things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses." Forgiveness
of sins is preached through this Man. By Him everyone who believes is justified
from all things. You cannot be justified by the works of the law. There is only
one way - it is through Jesus Christ who came to undo the works of the devil
( l  John 3:8).

Finally, what Jesus Christ did is sure and certain
He has done it - and all those who are in Christ, who w'ere chosen in Him before
the foundation of theworld, and who believein Himbythegraciouswork of the
Holy Spirit are sure to take their place in the restored universe. This work of the
Lord Jesus Christ is something that is sure and certain. Adam came as the
representative of all the human race. Jesus Christ came as the Representative of
dl the people that God had chosen in Him, and the work which He did
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docs avail and must avail, for €x/ery one of theleople of God. Our security lies
simply in this, Christ has done i/. Because He has done it our salvation and our
hope of future glory is sure and certain. It is as invincible as the work of Jesus
Christ Himself. Amen.

Hannah
ISA A.  BUCKLEY

l Samuel, chapters l and 2

IN THE SECOND CHAPTER of I Samuel we find Hannah's wonderful prayer
of worship and praise to God. It is full of the Lord, His person and the wonders
He has done. Hannah knew the Lord, she had learned of Him, and His ways in
her own life and experience, and led by the Spirit of God she raises hdart and
voice to His glory.

In chapter I of the book we read of Hannah's situation. It was sad and bitter.
Two wives in one household sharing one husband. One wife, Hannah, was
dearly loved but childless, the other was honoured only for the children she had
given her husband. It was a situation dishonouring to God, and fraught with
problems in the home. Peninnah was jealous because Hannah was dearly loved.
Hannah was fretful because Peninnah had children and she had none. A bitter
sorrow and disgrace in that society.

At home the wives would keep to their own quarters much of the time, but
when they travelled to worship at Shiloh, Peninnah took her chance to torment
and taunt. It was a dreadful situation for Hannah. She was the first and
therefore lawful wife, and yet day by day this sore trial went on.

It would seem that while Hannah wept bitterly and felt niuch grief, yet she did
not retaliate or argue with Peninnah. Here is a lesson for us all. It is not so
much our circumstances but our responses to them which matters. In this we
have our Lord's example: "Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when
he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth
righteously" (1 Peter 2:23). .

The very hardness of Hannah's cilcumstances was used by God to bring her to
Himself, to trust in Him alone for what she desired and to the place where He
could fulfil His purpose for her and in her.

Had Hannah been able to have children with ease as Peninnah did, she might
well have been content with a very vague spiritual experience, an outward show
of religious duties without a real walk with God in the affairs of life. It was
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sorrow that drove her to God. Then too had things been easier for her she might
have had no desire to dedicate her child to God and His service.

We must lift up our eyes and see above all these human circumstances God
working out His purposes in one home and in one life. God knew the awful state
of His people, their sin and wickedness. He knew what manner of men some of
the priests were, their vileness and disgrace. He knew His own purpose to send a
mighty prophet called Samuel, and as He had done before and would do again,
He first of all prepared a mother. He worked in His dear handmaid, through the
daily walk of life, to bring her to the place where she would ask God to do for her
that which He had already planned to do, and to make her the kind of mother
He wanted her to be.

So Hannah, unlike Sarah and Rebekah, did not plot and scheme to get her
wish, "she prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore. And she vowed a vow."
Lord, if thou wilt - then I will. She was definite in her request. Notice that
praying women were so uncommon in the Church of those days that Eli thought
Hannah was drunk. How very sad! Did Eli, I wonder, feel comforted to think
that there was one praylng woman in Israel? He'gave her his blessing, and said
"Go in peace".

See verse 18: "Her countenance was no more sad." Had the situation
changed? Not outwardly. No doubt Peninnah went on as before, nagging and
seeking to humiliate, even more so if she knew Hannah had been at prayer.
But Hannah had lifted up her eyes from her hopeless circumstances and fixed
them upon the faithful God. How fervent would be her worship before they
set off home.

Verse 19: "And the Lord remembered her. " We are reminded of Genesis 21 : l .
Just as He had so wonderfully worked for Sarah, so now He works for Hannah,
and in His providence His plan and purpose moves on. Hannah had her heart's
desire and called him Samuel. The Lord had remembered Hannah, did she
remember her vow? Yes, indeed, her beautiful words in verses 26-28 speak for
themselves. May we never forget our vows to the Lord.

What a wonderful change in Hannah's life! Read again verses 7-10 and then
26-28 of chapter l. Who had wrought this gracious chairge in her life and
situation? The mighty God, her Saviour, Redeemer and Lord. And so in
chapter 2 she sounds forth His praises, just as later Mary would do in the
Magnificat. Hannah saw the hand of God in all the circumstances of her life,
working even in the hardest days of trial and sorrow, to do what was best for His
glory and for her good and blessing - y€s, and the blessing of manythrough the
ministry of her son, Samuel. Hannah was caught up into the mighty work of
God and His purposes.

Hannah was a woman of both prayer and praise, but she was practical too.
Chapter 2:19 tells how each year she provided clothing for her little son. What
prayer would be worked in with every stitch. How she would measure his growth
and note, too, that in the midst of all the evil that went on at the very doors of
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God's house, Samuel, by the grace of God, was being kept in spirit, mind and
body for the Lord and His service.

The Lord is no man or woman's debtor. Hannah received from Him another
three sons and two daughters. We can be sure that she sought to lead them too in
the ways of the Lord. How her neighbours must have wondered at the change in
her life, and in the great things the Lord had done for her. But her chief joy
would be to hear and see of Samuel growing in every way.

Chapter 2:18: But Samuel ministered before the Lord.
Chapter 2:21: And the child Samuel grew before the Lord.
Chapter 2:26: And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with

the Lord, and also with men.
Chapter 3:l-21: And the Lord called Samuel.
Chapter 3:19: And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let' 

none of his words fall to the ground.

We are told that the Scriptures were written for our learning, and we can learn
many lessons from Hannah, and from the Lord's dealings with her:

(l) That God uses all the circumstances of our lives to teach us, and to work in
us His purposes.

(2) That it is better by far to pour out our griefs, our sorrows, our joys and hopes
before the Lord, than to seek our own course and take matters in our own
hands. Remember Sarah and Rebekah.

(3) When God burdens us greatly for someone, or something, it is often His
call to prayer.

(4) That we will often be misunderstood even by other Christians, think of Eli
with Hannah, and we need to rest only in the Lord.

(5) When we have truly committed some cause to the Lord we can be at rest
about it. He will do what is best, but we must be willing to have our prayers
answered in His time and in His way. He knows what is best, and like a wise
and loving Father He does not always give us what we want, but what is for
our good.

(6) We can learn to rejoice in God, even in the midst of trying circumstances.
When Hannah looked at herself she was miserable - but when she looked to
God she was "no more sad" (see I Peter l:6-9).

(7) We can learn, too, from Hannah, that a truly converted woman who is
growing in grace, and learning to walk with the Lord, will increasingly
become a woman of prayer, a woman of praise, and a woman of practical
help and blessing.

How thankful we should be that the Lord has left this record of His dear
child who lived so long ago, and may we too learn to say, "My heart rejoiceth
in the Lord". Amen.
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-"* Only One God F:€:r :t .., ::

JOHN H. ALGAR (Tipton)

"For thus saith the Lord that creoted the heavens; God himself thatformed the
earth and mode it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, heformed it to

be inhabited: I am the Lord; and there is none else"
"Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and

there is none else"

(Isaiah 45:18 and 22)

"WELL, THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD . . . " How often we hear it said, and
truly said, indeed. But, on the other hand, how seldom is it said in a way that
suggests the tremendous significance of the fact is realised; how little idea there
often seems to be of an awesome and glorious truth behind the words!

For instance, nowadays the phrase is probably most often heard as a justifica-
tion for varying forms of worship, or even differing religions. Whatever people
believe, whatever rituals they perform, does not matter too much (so the saying
goes) because "there is only one God". Sadly, manls natural ideas on religion
are so darkened that he does not seem to see that this is the exact opposite ofthe
truth. It is just because there is only one God that not all worship and all religion
is acceptable, but only what is in accordance with the revealed will of that one
true God.

Of course, if this one God were some kind of indifferent all-absorbent being
who just took in whatever religious activity came His way, it would not matter
much what kind of activity it was. But God is not like that. Human language is,
no doubt, inadequate, but we must say that God is a real Person; there are
particular things which He wills and desires; other things which He abhors. We
must not fall into the confusion of thinking that His greatness means indif-
ference; that because He fills all things, He will accept anything. The very
opposite is true.

To say that God must be worshipped in a particular way does not, of course,
refer to whether we are (for example) Anglicans or Methodists. But it does mean
that we can only have access to Him as we rest upon the perfect finished sacrifice
of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross; it does mean that any contact with God
is dependent upon an inward spiritual reality rather than an outward form or
ritual; and it does mean we must be seeking to be guided in our approach to Him
by His own Word. The Holy Scripture, in the New Testament calls any other
form "will-worship" - or self-imposed rituals based on human teaching.

Yes, thQre is only one God - but let us be sure we are drawing the right
conclusions from that glorious truth, and worshipping accordingly! But it is
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not only our worship that will be affected. That there is only one God is some-
thing which is absolutely fundamental for a right personal faith and hope day by
day - when we really believe it. I add that because there seems to be many who
sincerely profess to believe in one God, who on closer investigation evidently
do not!

For instance, here is a well-known evangelist pleading with people to open
their hearts to Jesus Christ and the Gospel. But then he says, "God cannot help
you now, even the prayers of your friends cannot help you at this moment". It is
up to you and you alone (he says) to open your heart to the Lord. So for this
preacher, sincere though he is, there is an area where God is not God - only I
can open my heart and respond to God's invitation.

Or again, here is a well-meaning Christian, trgubled and perplexed (as we all
must often be) by so much evil and suffering in the world. So he concludes God
does certain things in the world, but other things He just permits. So for this
person too, there are whole areas where God is not God alone, but there is
another power able to take the initiative, and God's part is just to permit it.

Such friends are very earnest Christians, yet they have perhaps, without
realising it, rejected the great truth that fills the Bible from beginning to end.
"I am the Lord and there is none else, there is no God beside me . . . I the Lord do
dl these things" (Isaiah 45:5-7).

Yes, there is only one God - who therefore brings to pass all that takes
place - not least the opening of individual hearts and lives to His Son as Saviour
and Lord. This great truth seems hard - even sometimes shocking to many.
It is ultimately inexplicable to us all - but what comfort there is in it when God
begins to teach it to us!

However, there remains an even more intimate application of the truth that
"there is only one God". A precept of God's law whicheveryone can quote is,
"Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself''. Jesus described this as the second of
two commandments which summarise all God's law. But here a curious fact
appears. Wtry is it that everyone knows this second summary command, while
very few remember, or are even aware of the first? Could you quote it?

Yet Jesus said the second is based on the first! It is, "Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength".

But what is of special interest to us now is that both these commandments are
based on something else: quoted in full it reads, "Hear, O Israel; the Lord our
God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God . . . " (Mark 12:29-31).

In other words, "There is only one God", so far from being a dry statement of
fact, is to be the inspiration for our wholehearted devotion to that God! As the
only God, He is to be "The Lord out' God". As there is no other, He is to have all
our love and obedience. The more we see Him as the only Source of all and the
only Lord of all, the more our devotion to Him should be kindled. As we pray in
the collect each Sunday evening:
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"O God from whom a[ holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do
proceed: Give unto Thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that . . .
our hearts may be set to obey Thy commandments."

Yes, there is only one God. But let us beware of saying that thoughtlessly, and
so taking His wonderful Name in vain. All too often, "There is only one God" is
a kind of excuse or let-out to be easy-going about some point or other. Let us
rather use it in a positive way as a glorious truth which will purify our worship,
deepen our faith, and kindle our consecration to the one true God!

Psalm 34
(Notes of l sermon by the Fditor)

THIS MUCH-LOVED PSALM is a spontaneous expression of praise from a
thankful heart. David knew the blessedness of the man whose trust is in the
Lord. He says, "I will bless the Lord at all times". Praise is always fitting,
whatever our circumstances.

David had not been exempt from life's troubles and perplexities. He had
known great mercies and deliverances, but he had also known great sorrows and
reverses. He resolved that, whether things were pleasing or painful, he would
bless the Lord at all times. Paul and Silas, imprisoned at Philippi and still feeling
the effects of the lash, sang and praised God even though it was midnight.

Tate and Brady have caught the feeling of the psalmist in their metrical
rendering -

"Through all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy,
The praises of my God shall still
My heart and tongue employ." .

David praised God for -

Fears banished
Verse 4: "I sought the Lord and he . . . delivered me from all my fears." David
had his fears, just as most people at some time or other know fear. He does not
say what these fearS were, but they were evidently many in number.

Many people today are fearful and overwrought. Some have fear of failure, of
old age, or of the unknown future. David, when gripped by fear, said, "I sought
the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears". He dwelt on the
grand fact of being heard in the hour of need. He had been in many a tight
corner, beset by overwhelming fear, but he found deliverance.
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God can handle our complex situations. He can meet our need as He met
David's. He can do for us what we cannot do for ourselves. Have you ever noticed
how frequently the Lord Jesus Christ said, "Fear not"? He says to those who are
ofa fearful heart, "be strong, fear not". The trusting soul can say, "I fear no foe
with thee at hand to bless; ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness."

Pnyers answered
Verse 6: "This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all
his troubles. " These words fit many periods of his eventful life. He had been in
great trouble and had an overwhelming sense of personal need. He speaks of
himself as "poor", for he had known what it was to be in reduced circum-
stances, and to have no home of his own. For some considerable time he was
being continually hunted by Saul and had a price on his head. No one reading the
record of his life could doubt that he had many troubles. Though he was a
fugitive and was forced to flee, the Lord took care of him and delivered him out
of all his troubles.

When David was in the rnidst of trouble, he prayed. The same is true of Daniel
and all the great men of God. A man must, however, recognise his need before
God if he would have help from God. Have you a burden or a problem? Then act
upon this promise - "Cast thy burden upon the Lord and he shall sustain thee"
(Psalm 55:22).

"Oh, what peace we often forfeit . . . dl because we do not carry everything
to God in prayer."

ls that not true?

Needs supplied
Verse 9: " . . . there is no want to them that fear him." David, in the 23rd psalm,
says that because the Lord is his shepherd, "I shall not want". Another psalm
assures us "no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly"
(Psalm 84:ll).

David says that even )',oung lions, the strongest beasts of prey and most
capable of providing for themselves, sometimes go hungry. but God's trusting
people will not want anything that is good.

Shortly before the cross, our Lord asked His disciples, "When I sent you
without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye anything? And they said, Nothing. "

The apostle Paul assured the believers at Philippi, "My God shall supply all
your needs . . . ". God may not give luxuries, but He binds Himself to supply our
necessities. Christians have sure grounds for confidence, for the Lord never fails
H's peopre' 

..ilHj'jlli,IlTHT;Hl,you wil then i

Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."
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The Duty of the Church :15;1..
Acts 5:20 a,nd 42

W. J. PARKER (Colwyn Bay)

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE DUTY OF THE CHURCH?

Amos in the Old Testament gives us the background for the answer. "I saw the
Lord standing upon the altar" (9: l). He is there for judgment on Israel. He says,
"I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve,
yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth". Then He says, "In that day
(that is the day of the coming of Christ) I will raise up the tabernacle of David
that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will build up his ruins,
and I will build it as in the days of old". 9:14-15: "[ will bring again the
captivity of my people Israel . . . and I will plant them upon their land, and they
shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith
the Lord thy God."

We have lived to see the day when this prophecy has been fulfilled in a literal
way to the Jewish people. But there is a wider vision than this! In the New
Testament God calls the believers in the Lord Jesus Christ to evangelise the
world for Him.

The apostles began to evangelise the world for Jesus, and the New Testament
bears witness to the extent of their success. Paul said to the Colossians (l:6):
"The gospel which is come to you, as it has also in all the world, and bringeth
forth fruit." The Ethopian eunuch was an example, and the Church in
Ethiopia has lasted to this day. The Gospel came to England, and also to Europe
in those early days.

But there was much opposition. The Acts of the Apostles also tells us of the
opposition in Palestine. History tells us of the opposition elsewhere. Why has
Europe been torn by war throughout this century? Because false prophets have
invaded the Churches and taken away the Gospel. Then tfie sinful nature of
men's hearts is made manifest, and society is filled with crime. Governments
become corrupt, and war ensues, bringing with it'the awful consequences of
unbelief. Every Christian should study the Acts of the Apostles, because they
show us how to evangelise.

Recently I read the story of Doris Benson, a missionary of the B.C.M.S., who
went out to give support to the godly Emperor of Ethidpia. She became the tutor
of the Emperor's children. When the Italians invaded Ethiopia that family
escaped to England and the children were sent to Clarendon School, North
Wales (now Kinmel Hall). After the war they returned home, but sadly most of
the family suffered martyrdom at the hands of the Communists. These things
bring interest as well as responsibility to our Churches today.
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What is the duty of the Church? Like the apostles and the early Christians it is
to preach the Gospel to all nations, so that through its message God may call out
His elect. It is as Paul and Barnabas said to the Churches at Lystra, Iconium, and
Antioch (Acts 14l.22): "We must through much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God." There must be something wrong if any Church says, "We

cannot afford to support foreign missions." If anyone goes abroad for Christ,
there must be a goodly number of people in the home base who will both pay,
and pray, for the work. Therefore every Church has a threefold responsibility:
(l) to reach all the people living in its area with the Gospel; (2) to support
financially its own ministry; (3) to give an agreed percentage of its income to the
voluntary societies organising foreign missions. This appears a daunting task,
unless we look at the example of Christ to learn our motives for mission.

"But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them
because they fainted, and were scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd"
(Matthew 9:36). So compassion must be our first motive. We can see multitudes
in our own country and abroad in the same plight. Christ forewarned that false
teachers would abound, and today worldwide there are multitudes who have
turned away from Christ, or have never heard of Him.

A second motive is to be seen in ourselves! Christ said in Matthew l0:8:
"Freely ye have received, freely give." We have been freed, forgiven, and
renewed, by our heavenly Father in His free grace. "The gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. " Freely then and generously we ought to give
our talents and goods to further His Gospel work. The apostle said (Romans
8:32): "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him also freely give us all things?" Included is the gift of the Holy
Spirit who is given us to enable us to continue Christ's work on earth.

A third motive is the example of Christ Himself. In Hebrews 12:2-4 we read:
"Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that endured such contra-
diction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. Ye
have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin."

A Dutch theologian said: "We are too apt to contend that our attempts at
reclaiming the ungodly are vain and ineffectual, and forget that God is able to
crown our efforts with success."

May God give us assurance by the same spirit. Let us say with David: "I will
lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh
from the Lord who made heaven and earth," (Psalm'l2l).

He that loveth little prayeth little and he that loveth much prayeth much.

Augustine

3 l
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A Warning and a Challenge
J .  C .  RYLE

WE CANNOT WITHHOLD OUR CONVICTION that the professing Church
is as much damaged by laxity and indistinctness about matters of doctrine
within, as it is by sceptics and unbelievers without. Myriads of professing
Christians nowadays seem utterly unable to distinguish things that differ. Like
people afflicted with colour-blindness, they are incapable of discerning what is
true and what is false, what is sound and what is unsound. If a preacher of
religion is only clever and eloquent and earnest, they appear to think he is all
right, however strange and heterogeneous his sermon may be.They are destitute
of spiritual sense, apparently, and cannot detect error. The only positive thing
about them is that they dislike distinctiveness and think all extreme and decided
and positive views are very imprudent and very wrong!

LIVING IN A FOG

These people live in a kind of mist or fog. They see nothing clearly, and do not
know what they believe. They have not made up their minds about any great
point in the Gospel, and seem content to be honorary members of all schools of
ihought. For their lives they could not tell you what they think about iustifico-
tion, or regeneration, or sanctificotion, or the Lord's Supper, or baptism, or

faith, or conversion, or inspiration, or thefuture state. They are eaten up with a
morbid dread of controversy and an ignorant dislike of party spirit; and yet they
really cannot define what they mean by these phrases. And so they live on
undecided; and too often undecided they drift down to the grave, without
comfort in their religion, and often without hope.

The explanation of this boneless, nerveless, jelly-fish condition of soul is not
difficult to find. To begin with, the heart of man is naturally in the dark about
religion - has no intuitive sense of truth - and really needs instruction and
illumination. Besides this, the natural heart in most men hates exertion in
religion, and cordially dislikes patient, painstaking inquiry. Above all, the
natural heart generally likes the praise of others, shrinks from collision, and
loves to be thought charitable and liberal. The whOle result is that a kind of
broad religious "agnosticism" iust suits an immense number of people, and
specially suits young people. They are content to shovel aside all disputed points
as rubbish, and if you charge them with indecision, they will tell you: "I do not
pretend to understand controversy; I decline to examine controverted points.
i datesay it is all the same in the long run" - Who does not know that such
people swarm and abound everywhere?
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DANGER OF INDECISION

Now I do beseech all to beware of this undecided state of mind in religion.
It is a lazy, idle frame of soul which, doubtless, saves man the trouble of thought
and investigation but it is a frame of soul for which there is no warrant in the
Bible. For your own soul's sake, dare to make up your mind what you believe,
and dare to have positive, distinct views of truth and error. Never, never
be afraid to hold decided doctrinal opinions; and let no feor of man and no
morbid dread of being thought party-spirited, narrow, or controversial,
make you rest contented with a boneless, tasteless, colourless, lukewarm,
undogmotic Christianity !

Mark what I say. If you want to do good in these times, you must throw aside
indecisions, and take up a distinct, sharply-cut doctrinal religion.

If you believe little, those to whom you try to do good will believe nothing.
The victories of Christianity, wherever they have been won, have been won by
distinct doctrinal theology; by telling man roundly of Christ's vicarious death
and sacrifice; by showing them Christ's substitution on the cross, and His
precious blood; by teaching them justification by faith, and bidding them
believe on a crucified Saviour; by preaching ruin by sin, redemption by Christ,
regeneration by the Spirit; by telling men to look and live - to believe, repent,
and be converted. This - this is the only teaching which for centuries God
has honoured with success, and is honouring at the present day both at home
and abroad.

It is doctrine - doctrine, clear, ringing doctrine which, like the ram's horns at
Jericho, casts down the opposition of the devil and sin. Let us cling to decided
doctrinal views, whatever some may please to say in these times, and we shall do
well for ourselves, well for others, and well for Christ's couse in the world!

QUESTION
"What does it profit us to know that God has created, and by His providence

still upholds, all things?"

ANSWER
"That we may be patient in adversity, thankful in prdsperity, and with a view to
the future may have good confidence in our faithful God and Father that no
creature shall separate us from His love, since all creatures are so in His hand that

without His will thev cannot so much as move."

33
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' Book Reviews
Lessonsfrom Nature: Talks to Young and Old. GrsceE. Croft. Obtainable
from the author, 37 Monson Road, Redhill, Surrey RHl2FU. 60p plus postage.

This attractive and well illustrated booklet contains reprints of articles which
first appearedin The Friendly Companion. Among the subjects dealt with are:
The Crocus, The Rose, Trees and Summer Pests, etc.

The author presents her subject matter in a manner easy to read and brings
out the spiritual application. We enjoyed reading these talks and found them
helpful. Those who have the responsibility of giving addresses to the young

M.H.would find the booklet very useful.

Springs of loj-- A Biblical Tfeasury. Scribed and illustrated by Evelyn
Scaramanga. Shepheard-Walwyn, London. f 15.95.
This is a beautifully illustrated anthology of Scripture portions. In hardback, it
would grace a coffee table, for perusal by visitors, or be an acceptable present,
being an attractive means of introducing the Scriptures to people who might not
otherwise read them.

Evelyn Scaramanga and John Eddison (who selected the translations) have
collaborated in recent years during their respective retirements. Mrs.
Scaramanga is the widow of an Anglican clergyman, with whom the idea of
collating such a book had its genesis, and she has used her artistic talents and
experience in his memory. The Rev. John Eddison has himself ministered in the
Anglican Church, and as a staff member of Scripture Union, working with
independent schools.

An excellent preface explains what the Bible is, and what is its purpose, and
encourages the reader to become thoroughly acquainted with it. The main part
of the book comprises Bible passages, scribed and tastefully illustrated in
watercolours. and a reference index follows. No fewer than seven Bible
translations are used ! J.H.

Sifted Silver: a Treasury of Quotations for Christians. John Blanchford.
Evangelical Press. pp.3U. f9.95.
John Blanchard has collected together a further 5,000 choice quotations from a
wide range of authors and speakers. His previous volumes, Gothered Gold and
More Gathered Gold, received a well deserved favourable press.

This new book,.with the quotations under nearly 600 subject Headings, and
cross-referenced for easy use, is a true spiritual gold mine. An ideal source for
preachers, teachers and other Christian communicators.

The publishers and printer share in an excellent production. J.C.
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The Lord our Righteousness. William Romaine. Christien Bookshop,
Ossett, W. Yorks. WFs 8AS. pp.27. f1.50.
This booklet contains two sermons preached before the University of Oxford in
1757. They apparently gave great offence and as a result Romaine was barred
from the University pulpit. This was just one of the many trials he had to endure
because of his faithful ministry.

The publisher's note contains a lengthy quotation from the Gospel Magazine
of 1868 in which Romaine describes how he came to hold the truths he preached
in these two sermons. We are glad to see them in print again and commend
them to ourreaders. M.H.

The hndlt's Folly. Sinclair B. Ferguson. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp. tt. f1.95.
The sub-title of this excellent book is "Chronicles of an Empty Life". The
author shows how the Pundit or Public Teacher pursued his education in the
university of life. Throughout the four chapters the futility of man's efforts are
repeated again and again by the recurring use of the word "meaningless".

People continue to chase the wind while living under the sun and so few realise
that there is an eternal Person who is Wisdom in everything He is, says and does.

The author is up-to-date in his sectional headings and the book could be of
great advantage in groups as well as in personal reading. Ecclesiastes is very
up-to-date! J.C.

Dispensationalism, Rightly Dividing the People of God. Keith Mathison.
Evangelical Press. pp. 166. f7.95.
You may well ask, What is Dispensationalism? It is the teaching that God has
two programmes in history, one for Israel and one for the Church of God. The
Church does not inherit any of the Old Testament promises to Israel. The
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Sancffication in Christ fesus. Robert Hawker, William Gadsby, William
Krause. Christian Bookshop, Ossett, W. Yorks. WF5 8AS. pp'45' tz'0i.i�'

Here are writings, tracts and sennons on the subject of sanctification by three
men who were greatly used of God in their day. They being dead yet speak.

Robert Hawker was vicar of Charles Plymouth for 43 years. His commentary
of the Bible, published in 1808, was highly esteemed. Hawker's Morning
and Evening Fortions is one of my prized possessions - it was printed by
Dr. Doudney, editor of the Gospel Magozine when he served in Bonmahon,
Ireland. Wiliiam Gadsby was a pastor in Manchester for 38 years where God
greatly owned his minislry. His hymnbook, Gadsby's Collection, is still used
itta upprr.iated. W. H. Krause's writings often appeared in the Gospel
tutasaiineduring the editorship of W. D. Sykes. He was Incumbent of Bethesda
Chipel, Dublin - a proprietary chapel in the Church of lreland'

"When your vows lail, when your promises fail and all seems to fail, then you

will know-something of being sanctified in Christ Jesus and that there is no

holinessbutinandfromHim" (Gadsby). M.H.

SECRETARIAL NOTES

We are particularty grateful to all those who so helpfullV, send grf19 a1d an1ou1ls in excess of the nominal

*Ur..ifition. tle poit paia subscripdon for 1996 ists..ry $cding. Single copies 90p (postage overs€as extra).--ili;;r";rs 
in timi and erp"nie for our small office administration when readers remit subscriptions

witftout our n*eed to send "subscription due" reminder letters. Kindly psy in sterling. Banks -charge
considerable commission, etc. for negotiation of foreign cheques, including those of the Irish Republic.--iip"V-"rt 

lr r.t made in sterling w-e are uneblc to-meet even bent negotiation chargc-s, so thrt nothing-is-left

for rfreiost of the magezine. Ttre f,o*age overseas is double that for the LJX. PLEASE PAY IN STERLING

IF AT ALL POSSIBLE.
Church and chepel groups. We already have long-established groups of readers in_various parts ofthe.U5.

unJ o*tr.*. We would tiie to increase ihe numbei of church and chapel gro-ups' Would local friends kindly

fromote this, and thus help to extend the ministry of The Gospel Magazine?' 
Some pre-ig6 past copiis are available - single copies 25p (postage overseas extra).

translations are used! .  J.H.

Sifted Silver: a Treasury of Quotations for Christians. John Blanchford.
Evangelical Press. pp.344. t9.95.
John Blanchard has collected together a further 5,000 choice quotations from a
wide range of authors and speakers. His previous volumes, Gqthered Gold and
More Gathered Gold, received a well deserved favourable press.

This new book,,with the quotations under nearly 600 subject headings, and
cross-referenced for easy use, is a true spiritual gold mine. An ideal source for
preachers, teachers and other Christian communicators.

The publishers and printer share in an excellent production.
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