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Rejoicing in Hop Romans 5:2

Children of the heavenly King,
As ye journey, sweetly sing;
Sing your Saviour's worthy praise,
Glorious in His works and ways!

We are travelling home to God, b

In the way the fathers trod;
They are happy now, and we *^r i

Soon their happiness shall see.

O ye banished seed, be glad!
Christ our Advocate is made;
Us to save, our flesh assumes;
Brother to our soul becomes.

Shout, ye little flock, and blest!
You on Jesus' throne shall rest;
There your seat is now prepared, *'

There your kingdom and reward.

Lift your eyes, ye sons of light!
Zion's city is in sight;
There our endless home shall be,
There our Lord we soon shall see.

Fear not, brethren; joyful stand
On the borders of your land;
Jesus Christ, your Father's Son,
Bids you undismayed go on.

Lord! obediently we go,
Gladly leaving all below;
Only Thou our leader be,
And we still will follow Thee!

Seal our love, our labours end;
Let us to Thy bliss ascend;
Let us to Thy kingdom come;
Lord! we long to be at home.

John Cennick, 7742
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Editorial
..THE LORD REIGNETH''

Psalm 93:1

THIS Is A HEARfENINc #ono for us at the beginning of a new year. Here is
a relevant message for the times - the certainty that God lives and ieigns. He is
the sovereign Lord, none can hinder or thwart His purposes (Daniel +:is).

, "The Lord reigneth" - this is the re-iterated message of the Bible. This is what
the prophets of old kept telling the people of God ls they brought to them a
message of hope. To a people depressed and in despair Isaiah exJlaimed, .,Thy
God reigneth" (52:7). we too need this message today in a world beset witir
unresolved problems. God reigns, His arm is not shortened that it cannot save, He
is indeed mighty to save.

Let us bring our own worries and problems into the light of this great truth, it
will serve to reduce them to size and get our perspective right. Stabilise your soul
with this liberating truth. Do not lose heart because of the difficulties which life
brings - remember God reigns.

Here is comfort in sorrow. It is a great thing when 'lsorrows like sea billows
roll" to recall this text of Scripture. If God reigns then even the heart-breaking
things of life must have some meaning and purpose.

In the various trials which we will inevitably meet during 1998 this truth will
sustain us - the Lord reigns. Here is a truth to treasure and to live by.
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Shepherd and Host
A Sermon by the Editor

Psalm 23

I SUPPOSE MORE SERMONS have been preached from this Psalm than any
other Psalm or perhaps from any other portion of the Scriptures. It is a Psalm
which seems to meet everyone's need and to suit every stage of life. My mind
goes back to when I was a boy attending a Church of England Day School and we
often sang that Psalm. We all perhaps sang it as children. Perhaps it was the first
portion of the Scriptures that we learned and it is a Psalm that never leaves us
through life and one which a minister will read to someone for whom the sands
of time are sinking. It is never out of place and you can sing it at a wedding and
a funeral and it will still be relevant. It will still have a message, and certainly it
is a Psalm which has endeared itself to every believing soul.

Let us look at this Psalm. You will find that there are two graphic pictures of
the relationship of God to His people. Verses I to 4 speak of the Shepherd and the
sheep, and then the last two verses of the Hosr and His gaest.

I have four thoughts to set before you.

I. CONFIDENCE AND COMMITMENT

The first phrase of the opening verse is "The Lord is my Shepherd". Here is
confidence and here is commitment. It is, of course, natural for a pastoral
community to think of the Lord as their Shepherd who guides them through the
wilderness like a flock, and it is a theme which is frequently taken up in the Old
Testament. In Isaiah 40:11 we read: "He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he
shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently
lead those that are with young."The 80th Psalm, verse 1, says: "Give ear, O
Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock," and so the thought is
recurring time and time again. But, notice here in the 23rd Psalm the metaphor is
unmistakeably personal. David boldly claims, "The Lord is my Shepherd". There
is a commitment; there is confidence. It certainly makes a world of difference
when we can use the personal pronoun and really mean it. It is one thing to say,
"The Lord is a Shepherd"; it is much more personal and real and vital when we
can say, "The Lord is rny Shepherd", and, of course, the Christian cannot sing or
say this Psalm without thinking of the Lord Jesus Christ.

There are three wonderful titles of our Lord as Shepherd in the New Testament.
He Himself said, "I am the Good Shepherd" (John l0:11) and then the Apostle
Peter in his First Letter (5:4) speaks of Christ as "the Chief Shepherd" and then
in Hebrews l3:20 He is spoken of as "that Great Shepherd of the sheep". Put these
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three titles together and you have a comprehensive picture of 
'our 

Lord Jesus
christ - the Good shepherd, the chief shepherd and the Great shepherd. So
when we sing, "The Lord is my shepherd", we instinctively think of christ who
laid down His life for the sheep. He is our Shepherd; it is better still when we can
say, "The Lord is my Shepherd". so the Psalm starts on a strongly personal note.
It makes (if I can put it this way), a good beginning. Let us make sure we can
begin there and are able to say in reality, "The Lord is my shepherd". That is
unmistakeably personal. I think that is why the Psalm endears itself so much to us
because of its personal nature. of course, when we come to think of it, the hymns
that we love so well are the hymns that are intensely personal. Take ,,Rolk of
Ages, cleft for me", which roplady composed when he was sheltering in the cleft
of a rock in a violent thunderstorm - that is a hymn which appeals to us because
it is so personal. what about wesley's great hymn, "Jesu, L-over of my soul" or
HeTy Francis Lyte's lovely hymn, "Abide with me"? These are personal hymns
and they speak to us in volume. That is my first thought, tonjidenci and
commitmenl, "The Lord is my shepherd". can you go thus with bavid in the
Psalm and say "Amen" to that? "The Lord is my Shepherd". Then notice -

2. CONTENTMENT AND COMPLETENESS

If we can say with conviction, "The Lord is my Shepherd", we can certainly add
with equal certainty, "I shall not want". Jesus, the Good shepherd, will look after
our needs. David says, "He maketh me to lie down in green pastures", in order to
satisfy my hunger. Look at verse 2: "He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
he leadeth me beside the still waters," to quench my thirst. Here, of co-urse, the
language is pictorial for in your minds you can see the picture so vividly. It is a
picture of peace. It is something that our world desperately needs, sometliing that
our hearts cry out for, and, no wondeg for what is life worth if there is no piace,
peace of heart and mind and conscience? So many today are greedy aftei more
and more money. Isn't that one of the curses of our nation atihe present time?
They are after money as though it was the most important thing in iife. But, true
peace is worth more than all the money in the world. christ's gift to those who
trust in Him is this, "He makes me to lie down in green pasture5" - r,vsndsdul
picture of peace. our Lord said just before He went to the cross , "My peace I give
unto you, not as the world giveth give I unto you".

Notice, still under the heading of contentment and completeness, it goes on to
say, "I shall not want". Here again is a recurring theme of scripture, foi instance,
that beautiful 84th Psalm begins, "How amiable are thy tabernacles, o Lord of
hosts", and it goes on io say at the end of that psalm, "For the Lord God is a sun
and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory:no good thing will He withhold
from them that walk uprightly" (verse l1).

Listen also to Paul's great affirmation: "My God shall supply all your need,
according to His riches in glory by christ Jesus" (philippians 4:19). we have a
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bundle of needs even in our Welfare State. We are a bundle of needs from the
cradle to the grave, but you remember how in the Sermon on the Mount our Lord
said in Matthew 6 when He was urging His followers not to be anxious or over
concerned about the affairs of this life in verse 32: "For your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things." If we could only grasp that, it
would give us peace and poise. Paul rose to great heights when he said: "I have
learned in whatsoever state I am therewith to be content" (Philippians 4:ll), and
Paul writing to Timothy (1 Timothy 6:6) could say: "Godliness with contentment
is great gain." The believer can expect that the Lord will supply every need.

Notice, also in this verse, "He restorerft my soul; he leads me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's sake". Restoration Oh! the blessing of restoration!
He restores me to Himself when, like a foolish sheep, I may wander from Him.
Here is the parable of the lost sheep over again. Do we not need to sing with
reality the paraphrase of this Psalm:

" Perverse and foolish oft I strayed
But yet in love He sought me,
And to His fold He gently led
And home rejoicing brought me."

Also there is the Gospel hymn -

'Jesus sought me when a stranger :
Wanderins from the fold of God.
He, to ruui -y soul from danger,
Interposed His precious blood."

It is equally a work of grace to restore when wandering from the paths of
righteousness. David could pray in Psalm 51, his great penitential Psalm when he
had failed so miserably, "Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation". Yes, He
restores us from wandering.

Does He not also give us restoration in sorrow? I was reading the account of
the last few days of James Bourne; he was a great preacher in Brighton of a
former day, and in one of his books he tells us how that when he was a young
clergyman he was trying to comfort a man who was sorely bereaved. This man
said to James Bourne: "Sir, you are like a man who has seen a lion in a picture,
but I have met a lion in lhe wood. " Are you like a man who has seen a lion in a
picture? This young clergyman did not know the depths to which this man had
sunk. Yes, and some know what it is to meet the lion in the wood. The bolt of
sorrow falls from an unclouded sky and we are left alone, bewildered and stunned.
In Psalm 30:l l David says: "Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing;
thou has put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness." Restoration in
sorrow. Now the third thousht -
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3. COURAGE AND COMFORT

He goes on to say, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil for thou art with me". Here is courage and comfort. Now the
scene changes. Up to this point we have seemed to be in the open country and the
sun has been shining in its strength but now darkness gathers and the evening
comes on but, even so, all is well, for David says, "Though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for thou art with me". There are
many dark valleys in life - not only just the valley of the shadow of death. The
sun soes not always shine for the Christian, and the Bible does not promise that it
will. It does not say that if we make the Lord our Shepherd and if we follow
closely after Him that no dark experience will cross our paths. It does not say we
will be immune from sorrow and disappointment and loss. It says no such thing.
All these things happen; these things are part of the pattern of life and there aie
dark valleys we will all have to pass through. The question is, how does our faith
help us when we find ourselves in a dark valley? The answer is clear from our
text. The mercy of it is that we do not have to tread the dark valley alone. We have
a companion by our side and His presence makes all the difference. so, whether
that valley be the final one - the valley of the shadow of death, or some other
sombre place - we have nothing to fear and our security does not lie in our
environment, whether it be in the green pastures or by the still waters. our
security lies in the fact that the Lord Himself goes with His people and in
His presence there is neither want nor fear. He is with us each step of the way.
D. L. Moody used to say: "You can generally talk about the Good Shepherd bui,
when you get into the dark valley, you will talk to the Shepherd.,'

Now here you will notice there is a difference in the Psalm. Hitherto David has
been talking about the Shepherd, but now he is speaking ro Him: "I will fear no
evil for thou art with me." He has turned now to prayer: "Thou art with me." This
is what David is doing and, as a consequence, he fears no evil. He knows he is
safe with the Shepherd by his side. "Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me." "I
will fear no evil."

Fear is, very widespread today. You read the papers - again you tark to people
and you find that fear is prominent. It is one of the great adversaries of the presint
time. Read again your New Testament and notice how frequently our Lord Jesus
Christ said, "Fear not". "Fear not." The antidote to fear iJ to realise the Lord is
constantly by our side, as in the testimony of David in psalm 34:4:"r sought the
Lord and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears." Now I come to the
last of my thoughts -

4. CONQUEST AND CONTINUTTY

Here it is. "Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy
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shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever."

Once again the scene changes and we are no longer out-of-doors but indoors. We
are no longer sheep in a flock, but we are a guest at a banquet, and it is not a secret
feast, but it is one which is enjoyed in the very presence of our enemies, for, when
the Lord satisfies a soul it cannot be hidden from the world. Notice the provision is
wonderfully lavish - a table laid. We have sometimes sat at some festive board and
the board has almost groaned under the weight of the variety of things that are upon
it. But how lavish our Lord is when He spreads His board laden with food, and
grants perfumed oil to anoint the head. This is a cup that is not just half full, but a
cup that mns over, indicative of the way the Lord deals with His people.

Two words seem to sum up this verse here: feasting and fighting. The table is
spread but it is in the presence of our enemies, and those two words seem to sum
up the Christian's life, feasting and fighting. The Lord feasts us, but we are to
fight. We are to fight the good fight of faith, to lay hold on eternal life, for we
continually find ourselves in the presence of our enemies, the world, the flesh and
the devil, and, as long as life lasts, we shall never be rid of them. They will never
give us any rest. But, this also is true that, as long as life lasts, the Lord's table
will always be spread and richly furnished. So we shall find grace to persevere
in the fight and to overcome our foes. So Paul could say: "We are more than
conquerors through him who hath loved us" (Romans 8:37).

So to the final verse, which speaks of the future and surveys life's present
prospects both here and hereafter. As far as this present world is concerned, we
can certainly say as believers, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the
days of our life". That is a grand assurance, not just goodness alone, but mercy,
for we are sinners needing forgiveness. Goodness to provide and mercy to pardon.
But nothing is more certain that eventually the sands of time will run out and the
days of our life here will finish - what then? Is that the end of everything? Is that
the grand finale? By no meansl Says David: "I will dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever." The question is, Can we be sure of that? I answer without a doubt or
hesitation, Yes, because Jesus, the Good Shepherd, has promised - and listen to
these marvellous words - "In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where
I am, there ye may be also" (John l4:2-3).

"In my Father's house" - these are the words of the One who cannot lie. We
may rest our whole weight upon them. We may not know all about heaven, but
we are given certain glimpses of it in the Bible. As we were singing in Richard
Baxter's hymn: 

.' My knowledge of that life is small,
The eye of faith is dim;
But 'tis enough that Christ knows all,
And I will be with Him."
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concerning our ultimate destination as believers, we can rejoice with
confidence that "I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever". These blessings
belong to those who can say with David at the beginning, "The Lord is my
Shepherd; I shall not want". Do you know Him as such? what is He to you? Is He
indeed the Good shepherd who gave His life for you? Is He to you the chief
Shepherd? Is He the Great Shepherd of the sheep?

Take with you this much loved Psalm and may it come to you with a great
degree of freshness and may you enter into every phrase and make it your very
own from the very beginning to the very end. "The Lord is my shepherd; I shall
not want" and "I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever."

May this Psalm become a living reality to each and every
tonight!Amen.

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

DANGEROUS WBAPON

YOU POSSESS a very dangerous weapon and so do I. "Not me!" you may be
saying. "I don't have a gun or a sword. I wouldn't dream of carrying around
something that would hurt anyone."

But you do. Mostly it is hidden in a cage behind white bars! still it can do
damage. What am I talking about? Your tongue.

God in His word, tells us that the tongue is an unruly evil. what damage and
hurt it can do. The tongue can utter things that are cruel and hurtful; the tongue
can tell lies; the tongue can make proud boastful statements which put ourselves
up and try to push others down. The tongue will pass on gossip and tittle-tattle
which is not helpful or even accurate.

The tongue too can say words about God that are not right or say them in a
wrong way. God tells us that we ought not to take His precious name in vain. we
should not use it lightly or irreverently.

The Lord hates a lying tongue (Proverbs 6:17). what trouble people have when
they bear false witness. Just remember Ananias and Sapphira - they told a lie
about what they had done with their possessions. They were punished by death.

In the book of James, we read that the person who can control his tongue, can
control his whole life. The tongue is compared to the bit in the horse's mouth -
it is only very small but it can control the movement of a big horse. The tongue is
also compared to the rudder of a ship - it is very small too but when it is moved
by the captain, it can direct a huge ship.

one in church

M.H.

l'-
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The tongue can have an influence for good - a word of encouragement can
make all the difference - telling the truth in love, praising the Lord - these are
good things that our tongue can do with God's help.

The tongue is also like a little fire that spreads. Many great forest fires have
been started with one small match being dropped carelessly. The resulting
devastation can be immense. Similarly one careless word can cause immense
damage and hurt.

Our tongue is described as an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. David the
Psalmist was aware of how dangerous his tongue could be. His prayer was, "Set
a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips" (Psalm l4l:3).

We should make that our prayer too. We should ask the Lord to give us the
grace to use our tongues in a way that would please him. How good if our words
were like "choice silver" like the wise man.

Make this your prayer today - "Keep the door of my lips."

r

PUZZLE

Find the missing words. The initials will spell out a
tongue.
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1. But speak thou the things which become sound . Titus 2:1.

2.For there is not a word in my tongue, but lo O Lord thou knowest
. Psalm 139:4.

3. But the tongue can
poison. James 3:8.

man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly

4. The words of the wise are as -. Ecclesiastes 12: I I .

5. The lip of truth shall be for ever. Proverbs 12:19.

6. My tongue is the pen of a writer. Psalm 45:1.

7. For whosoever shall keep the whole law and yel
he is guilty of all. James 2:10.

8. Because they provoked his spirit (Moses') so that he spake
with his lips. Psalm 106:33.

9.Let the lying lips be put to .  Psa lm 3 l :18 .

_ a _

Books may preach when the author cannot, when the author may not, when the
author dares not, yea, and which is more, when the author is not.

Thomas Brooks
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John Cennick
THIS MONTH we include on the inside cover some verses by John cennick. As
with rhomas Kelly, of whom we wrote last time ("No Abidingcity"), he deserves
to be better known, being one of the great evangelists or the i gth century. Arnold
Dallimore, in his life of George whitefield, says of cennick: "His life has been
sadly overlooked but we are refreshed by the memory of that simple, inoffensive
and mighty man of God, dear, good and gracious John cennick. .-. it is a sad loss
to the christian world that his career has been so flagrantly overlooked."

John cennick was born in Reading in 1718 and had a strict upbringing against
which he rebelled, hating especially the Lord's Day. He was obsiinatJtoi digree
and very much given !o lying. when 15 years of age he broke away from pareital
control and sowed his wild oats. He came under conviction of sin for some
considerable time, during which he tried fasting and fighting with evil desires
all to no avail. Finally he was blessed with deliverance whiih came to him in
St. Lawrence's Church in Reading.

rn 1739 he came under the influence of the wesley brothers and was appointed
a teacher in a school for miners' children at Kingswood, Bristol; he preachid with
great power to the miners. Kingswood at that time was a notorious place, being
inhabited by men whose drunken savagery was recognised as a pu-bli" dangei
More than once the troops were required to save Bristol from plunder.

owing to differences concerning the doctrines of grace h-e parted from the
Wesleys and then assisted Whitefield. He became one of Whiiefield's closest
friends and for a time his chief assistant, taking pastoral charge of Whitefield's
Tabernacle in London. He also laboured with much zeal in Wiltshire, enduring
much persecution for the Gospel's sake.

Later in 1745 he joined the Moravians and had a great love for count
zinzendorf .In the following year he began his ministry in Ireland. when he went
there he wrote: "I shall never forget what I felt when I first stepped ashore. I could
not refrain from tears but prayed the Lord to stand by me ln this strange country
and not suffer me to come in vain."

That prayer was abundantly answered. In Dublin he encountered much
opposition from Roman Catholic priests but great crowds attended his ministry
and a work of grace was effected in many hearts. He began an itinerant ministry
preaching in barns and fields. His preaching was marked by forthrightness, therb
was no compromise with sin. His christlikeness commended the Gospel he
preached and he thus won affection and esteem in spite of all the opposition. He
worked extensively in the northern counties of Ireland and by l752had built ten
Moravian chapels. when some clergy complained to John Rider, Bishop of Down
and Dromore, that cennick drew people from their congregations the bishop
replied: "Preach what cennick preaches, preach christ crucified, and the people
will not have to go to hear Cennick preach the Gospel."
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Cennick's ceaseless labours and privations inevitably took their toll - he
sometimes preached twenty times a week. He died in London July 1755, aged
37 years, worn out in the Lord's service. He was a poet of no mean ability, a
master of simplicity and a faithful preacher of God's holy Word. M.H.

- a -

Christ is Atl in All
J O H N  C E N N I C K

HE IS OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Holiness, Wisdom, Redemption, our Head, our
Shepherd, our Master, our Elder, our Light, our Truth, our Resurrection, our Sun,
our Guide, our Way to Heaven, our Door into the Sheepfold, our Saviour, our
Maker, our Preserver, Mediator, Advocate, Peace, Rest, and Eternal Life; He is
our Foundation, our Doctrine, our Glory, our Lord God and All.

He was once preached in visions, in shadows and darkly by the law but now
plainly and without a vail; now as the crucified Lamb, as the Holy One that can
save, and cannot be set forth too openly, too distinctly and clearly; for the night is
past and the true Light shineth, the winter is over and the shadows fly away, and
He, our Lord Jesus, is set forth as a Propitiation for the remission of sins, and is
and must be preached alone, by all His ministers, as the only Saviour, the First
and the Last, the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, without whom
we can do nothing. He is our eternal God and Creator, who for our sakes was
incarnate and made a Man and is now our Father, Husband and Brother, our All
in All. The Substance and Body is Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.
May you all possess Him in your hearts. Amen.

- a -

ttThrough Much Tribulation. . ."
DAVID N. SAMUEL

Acts 14t22

SUFFERING IS SOMETHING we all experience, but none of us welcomes.
Tribulation is one sort of suffering, and it is instinctive to seek to avoid it. The
word means literally "pressure" and signifies oppression, affliction, yet Paul lays
it down as a kind of law, a necessity; only through such affliction and tribulation
can we enter the kinedom of God.
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It is indeed a kind of law of the spiritual life. As there are certain laws which
operate in the physical world, the law of gravity, for example, so there seem to be
certain laws in the spiritual realm. Here it is the result of a fundamental opposition
between the kingdom of the world and the kingdom of God, between hlsh and
spirit. Conflict is inescapable.

The story preceding these words is an illustration of this. Paul and Barnabas
went to Iconium and visited Lystra where Paul healed a lame man. The people
were astonished, and thinking they were gods began to worship them. fhe
apostles protested against this and called on them to turn from theii idols and to
worship the true God. They seemed to be making some progress, but then the
Jews got wind of it and stined up trouble. Paul was stoned and left for dead, but
he recovered, and he and Barnabas went back through the churches confirming
the believers and preaching this message, "that we must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God".

Now this truth is found also in the words of our Lord Himself. "In the world,"
He said, "ye shall have much tribulation." He also said, "I came not to send peace
but a sword"; again, "Except a man take up his cross and follow me he cannot be
my disciple." It is well to know these things in advance and to recognise that the
path of the Christian life will not be smooth, that tribulation of some sort will be
experienced by every Christian. But it has this advantage also, that it assures the
believer that he is on the right road. I want now to illustrate this theme in several
different ways, and to show how it applies to the christian life as a whole, to the
life of faith, and to all who truly experience the grace of God.

First, this principle is true with regard to the entrance into the Christian life
The new birth is attended with tribulation and anguish of soul. No man can come
to faith in christ without first being made aware of his sin, that he is a sinner
before God, in thought, word and deed. Peter said to Jesus in the boat, "Depart
from me; for I am a sinful man, o Lord". He was made deeply aware of his sins.
This is the work of conviction, the truth is brought home to the soul. The sinner
is made to feel wretched and miserable. He is conscious of a great burden of guilt,
which he did not feel before. When he lived as a natural man, he was not troubled
in this way, he was not afflicted and cast down. Now he is so troubled that he
begins to feel there is no hope for him, that his sins are too great to be pardoned
and that he is beyond redemption.

Now, why is this? well, it is necessary, for he cannot enter the kingdom of God
in any other way. He must pass through this tribulation and anguish of soul. He
must learn to despair of himself that he might learn to trust in Christ. How
consistent is the testimony of all great Christians to this. Was not Augustine made
to feel utterly wretched and miserable. Great and gifted though he was he had to
be brought down very low. John Bunyan says the same thing in his spiritual
autobiography, Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners. He tells us that he went
through great torment of soul for many years; he saw hell opened to swallow him
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up. Is it possible to become a Christian without this? Some people lead relatively
innocent lives, they do not commit open and notorious sins, but there is the
corruption of the heart and of our nature in which we all share. Every soul is in
darkness and ignorance of God in its natural state. "We are all gone out of the way,
there is none that doeth righteousness, no not one." All are dead in trespasses and
sins. We have to be quickened by the grace of God and that is the painful part.

A limb when it is dead feels nothing, you may prick it with a needle and there
is no sensation, only numbness. But when life begins to come back into it, then
there is feeling and pain. Paul led a life outwardly of virtuous obedience to the
commandments of God. As touching the law he considered himself perfect. But
then he was shown the comrption of his heart, and he came to see his hopeless
condition, and uttered the anguished cry, "O wretched man that I am . . . ".

Do not be content with a religion which does not deal with these things, which
passes over them in silence or says, "Peace, peace, where there is no peace". We
must all be made to feel the comrption of our hearts, to confess, "There is no
health in us". Much contemporary religion is too shallow and superficial in this
respect. It is through much tribulation that we enter into the kingdom of God.

Secondly, it is true also of the experience of the Christian life
When we are converted we might be tempted to think that the travail and suffering
are over. That everything will now be plain sailing. No trouble, no affliction, we
shall be H.A.P.P.Y. all the day long and know unbroken peace and joy. But this is
not the case, indeed, it is not at all like that. We find that we fail and fail again.
We become dissatisfied with ourselves and feel we are no good at all. Why is
this? Because the old nature is still there. We are born again, regenerate, but the
old nature remains even in those who are regenerate. The old Adam is not
dead; he must be daily put to death. The old nature must be continually denied
and crucified.

We have been misled into thinking that the Christian life is straightforward and
easy with no impediments. That having been saved, living a Christian life and
a holy life is something we must and can do for ourselves. That if only we will
exert ourselves we shall as a matter of course grow better and more holy. But it is
not as simple as that. The Christian life is a struggle and a warfare against the old
nature within. And we must learn that the secret of sanctification is not in our own
effort and strength, but in union and communion with Christ. Our sanctification
is as much His work as is our redemption. "He is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." And our experience of
tribulation and defeat should serve to drive us back to Christ and to see that we
must look to Him and not to ourselves, and learn to live out of His inexhaustible
strength and not from our own puny resources. "I live," said Paul, "yet not I, but
Christ  l iveth in me."

Why does not God take us straight to heaven when we are saved? Why does He
leave us here for perhaps many years? Because we must learn patience, because
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we must learn to rest and abide in christ, and come to know that He is an
all-sufficient Saviour. The passage in Romans 5:lff. expresses this so very well:
" . . . tribulation worketh patience, and patience, experience; and experience,
hope." There will be trouble, tribulation, pressure, of one kind or another in the
christian's life, "fightings without, fears within", but they should make us live
ever closer to Christ, and work in us perseverance and an experience of His
unfailing grace to us.

Thirdly, it applies to the opposition of the world
"Marvel not my brethren if the world hate you." Do not be surprised, as if it were
some strange and extraordinary thing. The reason for this opposition is that here
we have two opposing principles, the world and the church, the children of the
flesh and the children of the spirit, the seed of the serpent and the seed of the
woman. The one will persecute the other. Wherever these two meet there will be
collision and conflict, as there is between water and fire. This has been so
throughout the history of the world, from the very beginning. John cites the case
of cain and Abel. cain persecuted Abel. why? Because one was the child of
darkness and the other the child of light (1 John 3:10-13).

So it will also be to the end of time. It is through much tribulation that we must
enter the kingdom of God. In 2 corinthians l:8, Paul speaks of an experience he
and his companions had in Asia. He said, they were "pressed out of measure,
above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life". The word "pressed" is
the same word that is used for tribulation in our text. It is that experience of
hostility and pressure that is directed by the world against the Christian and the
Gospel. what Paul was referring to was the ordeal he and his companions went
through at Ephesus, when the worshippers of the goddess Diana rose up and
rioted and threatened their lives. Do you feel the pressure and opposition of an
unbelieving world to some degree or another? It is an unavoidable part of the
experience of being a Christian, because it is through much tribulation that we
enter the kingdom of God.

Fourthly, there is also to be faced the enmity of those who call themselves
Christians -

those who profess religion but oppose the truth - towards those who seek to
maintain it. This is a most distressing experience, but is not really anything that is
new. Micaiah and Jeremiah and others had to contend with the false prophets in
old Testament times. our Lord had to endure the opposition of the phaiise-es, paul
the calumnies and abuse of the false apostles, and the martyrs of the Reformation
the persecution of the papists. There are today those who bear the name of Christ
and yet deny His truth and would seek to draw us away from those teachinss and

I from worship that we know to be right and in accordance with Scripture. They put
I pt"ssure upon us in different and subtle ways to forsake the truth. And they
I
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will go on doing so, because it is all part of the tribulation that the believer has
to go through.

And then, finally, we must take account of the trials and tribulations of
the flesh

There are those who think and teach that the Christian ought not to be ill. If they
are, then they ought to be healed, and if they are not healed, there must be
something wrong with their faith. All of which is patently false. Paul was sick, he
suffered much with his eyes. He also had what he called a "thorn in the flesh". But
he was not healed. Some of the most radiant Christians have suffered bodily
infirmity. Believers dre not given exemption from disease and sickness, but they
are given strength to bear it. When Paul prayed that the thorn in his flesh might
be taken away, he received an answer: "My grace is sufficient for thee; my
strength is made perfect in weakness". And the apostle said in response to this:
"Most gladly therefore will I glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me."

And in the end every Christian has to face the last enemy which is death. None
is exempt, nor has been except Enoch and Elijah, nor will be except those who
will be alive when the Lord comes again. Bunyan describes this last stage of the
Pilgrim's Progress, as Christian and Hopeful descend into the river. Hopeful says
to his companion: "These troubles and distresses that you go through in these
waters, are no sign that God hath forsaken you; but are sent to try you, whether
you will call to mind that which heretofore you have received of His goodness,
and live upon Him in your distresses."

The prophet Isaiah declares: "In all their affliction he was afflicted and the
angel of his presence went with them." The angel of his presence is the Lord Jesus
Christ. He became a man and took our human nature upon Him, that He might be
our Redeemer and Mediator and Intercessor. "It became him, for whom are all
things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the
captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings." Making Him, Jesus, perfect,
does not mean morally, but it means that by His sufferings He was equipped
perfectly to be the Saviour and Intercessor of His people, to be the one who aids
and succours them. By His sufferings He was perfectly fitted to sympathise and
to identify with His people in all their sufferings and afflictions.

He is a perfect and all-sufficient Saviour. He intercedes for us and obtains for
us all the blessings of His finished work of redemption and applies them to us and
for us. Therefore the believer can appropriate these words: "All things are yours,
whether the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are
yours; and ye are Christs; and Christ is God's."

"We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." Paul
meant these words to comfort the saints and to confirm them in their faith, not to
discourage them, and that, indeed, is what they ought to do for us. When I am out
in my car I sometimes miss my way and have to ask directions. Generally some
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kind person directs me and says, "Turn right at the next roundabout, look for the
school on the left, after that you will pass a church," and so on. Now as I go on
my way and see these things which have been mentioned I feel assured that I am
on the right road, I am not lost. when therefore the Christian in his passage
through this world meets with tribulations and pressures from one source or
another, when he experiences the burden of sin, the conflict with the old nature.
the opposition of the world, false teaching, and the weakness and frailty of the
body, he can take courage. He is on the right road, for the word of God has said,
that it is through much tribulation that we must enter the kingdom of God. There
is no other wav.

Studies in Second Chronicles:
Lhaz - the Son who Closed

the Church
PETER KING (Stan ford ,  Beds)  .

"When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice;
but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn"

IN THE DAYS OF ISAIAH the prophet, king Ahaz ruled in Judah, and the people
worshipped idols, even sacrificing their children to pagan gods. He was only
20 years old when his father died but for the next 16 years he distressed the
people, casting their children through fire to appease Baal. It is no wonder the
Lord was angry, bringing syria as a destroyer to punish the land. Assyria was the
rising world power so an appeal to them received a rebuff, even after bribes
(2 Chronicles 28:21). The moral decline continued until eventually Ahaz closed
the temple doors and put pagan icons in every corner of Jerusalem. Previously
Israel, under king Pekah, invaded Judah after an abortive try to enrol Ahaz in an
alliance with Syria, but the prophet Oded's words prevailed. The apostate Israeli
king had no more concern for Jehovah than Ahaz, for he even used green trees to
burn incense. Ahaz's father, Jotham, walked in communion with God, improving
the land with mountain cities and fortifications as defence against attack, but his
son learned nothing from the good example he set. The people moumed the loss
of esteem Ahaz brought, stooping to murdering their children, and finally closing
the temple in favour of idolatry. "When it goeth well with the righteous, the city
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rejoiceth: and when the wicked perish, there is shouting," says the Proverbs, and
so it was with this wayward son. There was not a place in Judah which idolatry
did not pollute (2 Chronicles23:25), for every city had its shrine. Such was the
wickedness even the articles of the house of God were cut to pieces so removing
the signs of godliness from the country.

Do we not see a parallel today? Churches and chapels are closing, and the
people are sacrificing to the national lottery, sport and all kinds of degrading
attractions. Judah did receive relief when Hezekiah came to the throne, and
Christians must pray to see our churches opened and the idols destroyed. We are
not promised an easy time in this world, but great revivals have come from the
effectual, fervent prayers of righteous people, sometimes to the amazement of
those who prayed. "Is anything too hard for the Lord?"

Lord, help us to be more often at the throne of Grace

Abounding Consolation
EDWARD CARR

(for 27 years Pastor of Providence Chapel, Bath)

"And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not
fail thee, neither forsake thee; fear not, neither be dismayed" (Deuteronomy 3l :8)

THIS IS A GLORIOUS CLUSTER of rich ripe "grapes from Eschol", suitable for
the present distressful times, if the Lord the Spirit enables readers and writer to
enjoy the sweetness thereof, as faith partakes of the gracious fruit of His lips. We
have here: First, a peculiar privilege - the assurance of His leading; "And the
Lord, he it is that doth go before thee." Secondly, there are three precious
promises - 3'fls will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee."
Thirdly, two powerful precepts - "Fear not, neither be dismayed."

1. THE PECULIAR PRIVILEGE

It is a Gospel truth that Jehovah goes before His people. The Father in His
Covenant love, choosing and appointing the way. The Son in His Covenant grace
travelling that path in the days of His flesh as their Fore-runner (Hebrews 6:20).
The Holy Spirit in His mighty power actually leading them on step by step, until
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they arrive at their heavenly home. Mark! it is present-tense leadin g -,,He doth
go before thee," seen or unseen. How much we need the comforting assurance
that the Lord is leading us now!Indeed -

':rn" *u, we walk cannot be wrong,
If Jesus be but there."

His presence is the proof that the past was right, and the assurance that the
future will be. Covenant certainties are most strengthening to faith. He leads His
flock by going before them. His sheep and lambs do desire to "set the Lord alway
before them", and not to go before Him in anything. Thus they follow Him, as HL
goes before in preventing mercy, preserving them from wrong paths, from false
guides, and from creature dependence. No evil can happen to tliem (psalm 9l:10),
because He goes before to turn every curse into ableising (Deuteronomy 23:5),
to make darkness light, and crooked places straight (Isaiah 45:2). In His
everlasting kindness and faithful love the dear Shepherd goes before us ro protect
from foes and fears; to prepare the path for us, and us for the path; and to provide
all things needful. Every untrodden step is known to, and ordeied by, our God. por
our encouragement we now consider -

2. THE PRECIOUS PROMISES

There are three: First, the promise of His presence - "I will be with thee";
second, the promise of His all-sufficiency - "I will not fail thee"; and thirdly, the
promise of His faithfulness - "neither forsake thee". while we think on ihese
things, may faith be in exercise that we may each be enabled to say:

'My ' i fs 'and 'buts ' I  lay aside,
And now in 'shal ls 'and 'wi l ls 'conf ide."

(i) The Promise of His Presence
The Lord is always with His people, for "He hath said: I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee" (Hebrews l3:5). Sometimes He manifests His presence by
conspicuous interpositions of His hand in grace and providence; giving, taking
away, and withholding. All gracious experience consists in the Lord's dealings,
which are the results of His presence. when His people can trace His hand, they
truly desire humbly to fall under it, and thankfully to submit to His sacred will,
however contrary to the flesh.

The Lord is with them also by His indwelling Spirit, convincing, reading,
teaching, comforting. "If any man have not the spirit of christ, he is none of his"
(Romans 8:9); "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God"
(Romans 8 :  l4 ) .



l8 The Gospel Magazine

Very varied, real, and mysterious are the operations of the Holy Spirit in the
renewed soul, maintaining spiritual life, sanctifying outward dispensations, and
continually communicating, from the Saviour's fulness, grace sufficient and
strength proportioned

Again, the Lord is with them in His Word, abiding, instructing, directing, and
consoling every day. He is with them in the valleys, the low places of humiliation
and darkness; He comes to them in the furnace (Daniel 3:25); and nothing can
hinder or keep Him from His beloved, when tempest-tossed in the midst of the
sea, without a helper near (Matthew 14:25), He is with them to support and
deliver as they journey on through this weary wilderness, according to His own
sweet word: "In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence
saved them" (Isaiah 63:9). Next, there is:

(ii) The Promise of His All-sufficiency 
:

"He will not fail thee." How blessed is the fulfilment of this promise in the daily
experience of the saints! He never fails to renew them when they fail, to restore
when wandering, to lift up all those that be bowed down (Psalm 145:14). The
Lord never fails to bestow His love - gifts continually, whereby the graces of the
Spirit are maintained in exercise; and faith and hope and love survive every trial
and every temptation. Then, His Providence never fails. He does all things well
(Mark 7:37). Bread is given, water is sure (Isaiah 33:16). His promise is
wondrously fulfilled: "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you" (Matthew 6:33). The last promise is:

(iii) The Promise of His Faithfulness

"Neither forsake thee." It is His faithfulness, not theirs, which is the security of
His people. Amid all their backslidings and provocations, tribulations,
temptations, and distresses, this promise is all they have to rely on - and, it is
enouRh!- 

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word;
What more can He say, than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?"

How wonderfully in His faithfulness He cleaves to His own!

"Mid all my fear, and sin and woe,
His Spirit will not let me go."

"He who hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ" (Philippians I :6).

The love and patience of a pitying Father are exercised continually and
unfalteringly in the experience His children have of His faithfulness to them, to
His promise, and to His work within.
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3. TIIE POWERFUL PRECEPTS

They are two - "Fear not, neither be dismayed."

(i) 'Tear not"
Fear is a terrible feeling when it obtains possession of the mind, and it implies
dread of approaching evil. Men fear death and calamities. Deep down in the
fearful heart lies the consciousness of guilt. If there were no sin, there could be no
fear of its consequences. Here is the root of fear. The forgiveness of sin alone
removes it, made known by the Word of the Lord. Now objects of fear present
themselves every day - temptations, trials, sorrows, cares, dangers, and the
weakness, infirmities, and humbling discoveries of sinful self. At such seasons, if
the Lord breathes a "fear not", the power of His voice allays the storm, "calms the
surges of the mind", and dispels all gloomy fears.

(ii) Be not dismayed

Not only are fears quelled, but, by this word - "[s not dismayed" - sflsngth and
courage are imparted. The voice speaking the precept to the heart creates faith, for
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God"(Romans 10:17)..
Living faith then receives the promises, and obeys the precepts; as Mr. Hart says,
"takes Him at His Word". It is this: "Be strong, and of a good courage; fear not,
nor be afraid of them; for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee" (verse 6).

- o -

The Assurance of Divine
Acceptance

PAUL BROWN (Dunstable, Beds)

"Now he which establisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God:
who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts"

(2 Corinthians I :2 I -22)

THESE VERSES are about the establishing of Christians. It is God who
establishes Christians, who assures them and gives a sense of being settled in
Christ. In 1 corinthians l:8 we read: "who shall also confirm you unto the end."
Though the translation is different, the word in the original is exactly the same,
"Who will establish you to the end", "Who will confirm you in your faith". The
thought here is that Christians are to be settled, confirmed in the faith.
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The background to these verses is first of all the faithfulness of God; verse l8:
"But as God is true." He is faithful to His Word and faithful to His promises. It is
the faithful God who establishes and settles believers in the faith. He does this
partly through the promises which He gives to us. In verses 19 and 20 Paul says:
"For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by
me and Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea. For all
the promises of God in him are yea and in him amen, unto the glory of God by
us." The Gospel is a message of certainty; there are promises which are sure and
certain. We can be established in the faith because we rest on the promises of God.
There is no "yea" and "nay" about them - it is all"yea" - it is all "amen". It is
all true.

These verses partly look back to the Old Testament. There were promises given
of the Messiah, the One who was to come, and all those promises have come to
their fulfilment in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the great "Yes" to those promises.
We can be established in the faith and kept assured in our hearts because we look
to the promises of God and we say, "they are sure and certain".

The Old Testament promises were fulfilled, for Jesus Christ came. We have
that great "Yes" to God's promises, and therefore we know that all the other
promises - promises of preservation, promises of answers to prayers - il'e sure
and certain.

When we read in verse 20, "All the promises of God in him are yea and in him
amen to the glory of God through us", it is possible that Paul is thinking about the
way in which Christians would say their "amen" to the Word of God. The word
"amen" is a Hebrew word and it is just brought over into the Greek in the New
Testament. It means "truly". Jesus Christ used "amen" with "I say unto you";
"verily, verily", "truly, truly". We say it at the end of a prayer, of course. In that
case it means, "May it be so; may it come true". When we add "amen" to the name
of Jesus Christ, God will hear and answer our prayers. And, in so far as our
prayers are prayers for His glory and for our good, those prayers will be answered.

Coming more particularly to verse 2l, we see that it is God who establishes us.
We talk about us ministers and more experienced Christians seeking to establish
other Christians in the faith. We may speak of someone as unsteady and unsettled
as a Christian, as needing to be established in the faith. We need to realise,
however, that ultimately it is God who establishes believers. Of course, God uses
means, He uses ministers and fellow Christians for that purpose, but the work
itself is of God Himself. We can think of other verses of Scripture. Philippians
l:6: "Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in
you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." It is God who begins the work
in us, and it is God who brings it to completion, and that involves establishing us.
Ephesians 2:10: "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." The
Christian is God's workmanship. If you look at the rest of verses 2l and 22 of
2 Corinthians you will see that God is the subiect of all the verbs. It is God who
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establishes us. It is God who has anoinred us. It is God whohas sealed us. It is
God who has given us the eamest of the Spirit (or the "deposit"). God is active in
conversion and God is active in our hearts and lives afterionversion; there is the
certainty of reaching heaven. The God who saves and gives new life, is the God
who establishes and keeps, and who brings us safely home.

You will notice here it does not say, "He who established you,,. The verb is in
the present tense, "He who establisftes you". This has a sort of continuous sense;
it is an ongoing process. This process does not always go on at the same rate
because of our own foolishness and sin. There are "ups" and ..downs" but it does
go on. once God has saved us, He begins to establish us, to make us firmer and
more sure in the faith. He enables us to grow in grace - to become more settled,
more godly, more the sort of people we ought to be.

Notice also that it says "He who establishes us with you in christ-. The words
here should read "into christ" -that is the literal sense, so what happens is that
Y9 are brought closer to Christ. We are brought into a deeper relianci upon Jesus
Christ. Sometimes it is trials and difficulties which are us-ed to bring us closer to
Christ and to make us more dependent upon Him. We are being established into
christ, and the closer we come to christ and the more we rest in Him, the more
we trust in Him, the more we rely upon Him, the more He is everything to us, so
the more established we become.

we could link this with John l5:5, where the Lord Jesus christ says, ..I am the
vine, ye are the branches". As branches we are vitally joined to Jesus christ. we
grow from Him but we also grow in Him. Believers are growing into Christ.
w9 are abiding in Him more and more. we are relying upon Him and continuing
with Him more and more. "God who establishes us iito christ." It is u u"rv
wonderful picture.

Nor is being established simply an individual thing. It is something which takes
place together. "He who establisheth ns with you in Christ." I know that there are
Christians who are on their own for perfectly legitimate reasons. Perhaps because
of the country they live in, or because of theiicircumstances they ari much on
their own and are not able to have much fellowship. Some may not even be able
to belong to a church. The Lord has special grace for special circumstances; we
all recognise that. Generally speaking, however, we are established together lt is
"us with you in chris.t". Fe-llowship is very important; growing together is very
important. we can think of this regarding minisrers and people together. Therl
was a lot of criticism of Paul and his associates at Corinth. The people at Corinth
said, "we can do without the Apostle paul; we don't need him and 

^his 
ministry".

There were people who had gone there who looked upon themselves as better than
the apostles - hyper-apostles (l l:5; l2:r1-lz) _but paul says, ,.God establishes
us with you". we need each other - not "us" without "youi' nor ,,you', without
"us", but together the Lord establishes us and enables us to grow.

The second half of verses 2l and 22 show us that the basis of this establishing
lies in the work of God by His Spirit. "Establishes us" is in the present tense - it
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is something which is an ongoing thing. But Paul does not just speak about that.
He says: "He who establisheth us with you in Christ and hath anointed us is God,
who also hath sealed us, and given the earnest (or deposit) in our hearts" - in the
past, and that is, if you like, the basis on which establishing takes place in the
present. Let me explain a little more what I mean. First of all we are told here,
"He hath anointed us". Now you know, of course, that the word "Christ" means
"Anointed One". So we could translate it like this: "He who establisheth us with
you in the Anointed One and hath anointed us is God." What Paul is saying here
is something like this. We are united with Christ by faith at conversion - we are
united with the Anointed One and, being united with the Anointed One,we shnre
in the anointing. Jesus applied the words of Isaiah 61:1 to Himself: "The Spirit of
the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek," etc. The Lord Jesus Christ was anointed by the Father
with the Holy Spirit. God gave the Holy Spirit to Him without measure - "ps1
he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God; for God giveth not the Spirit
by measure unto him" (John 3:34). Then on the Day of Pentecost the One who
had received the Holy Spirit poured out the Holy Spirit on His people and, since
that time, all those who believe share in that anointing. Peter pointed this out in
his sermon on that day: "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost" (Acts 2:38).

Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church, was anointed and that anointing comes
upon all His people. When a person is brought to faith and united with Christ he
or she is anointed with the Holy Spirit.

There are two aspects to this, and the first is knowledge. I John 2:20'. "But ye
have an unction from the Holy One". And verse 27: "But the anointing which ye
have received ofhim abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but
as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and
even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him." The anointing of the Spirit gives
us a sense of the truth of God. It does not dispense with all teaching, otherwise
the Word of God would be unnecessary, but it does confirm to our hearts the truth
of the teaching which the Word of God gives to us. Those who are anointed from
the Holy One do know all things. There is a basic spiritual knowledge of God and
of Christ and of salvation, and that surely is part of the basis of our being
established and assured. We are given this inward knowledge, this spiritual
knowledge which we did not have before.

Our conversion experiences differ but I think it is true to say that many people
can say that their conversion experience was like the blind man: "Once I was
blind, but now I see." "Now I understand." "Now these things are revealed to
me." "Now I know God and Christ. Before I had heard about God and about
Christ, and perhaps I believed that Jesus Christ came into this world, that He
was the Son of God, that He died on the cross and rose from the dead, but now I
know it."
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There is another aspect to this which it is also important to mention. In the Old
Testament period there were three groups of people who were anointed -
prophets, priests and kings. The anointing was the setting apart of a person for a
particular function. God had His prophets, priests and kings, and in the Lord Jesus
Christ these three functions or offices come together. He was anointed by the Holy
Spirit as our Prophet, Priest and King, and, as His people who share in the
anointing, we also share in those functions. All the Lord's people are prophets
(Acts 2:11, l8). Not in the sense that we give infallible prophecy in the way in
which Isaiah and Jeremiah did or, indeed; in the way in which paul and peter
wrote infallible Letters, but we all, in a humble way, speak for God and bear our
witness to God.

we are all priests; we are a kingdom of priests (l Peter 2:9; Revelation l:6) and
we pray and intercede on behalf of others; .we offer spiritual sacrifices to God
through Jesus christ which are acceptable through Him (Hebrews 13:15; I peter
2:9). There is also a sense in which we are kings. one day we shall come more
fully into what that means but, even now, there are ways in which we exercise a
kingly ministry. For example, kings exercise judgment. There was a problem in
Corinth recorded for us in I Corinthians 6. It was a problem between believers
and they rushed off to the Law courts to sort it out ( I Corinthians 6: 1 -6). But paul
says: "wait a minute, you are christians are you not? why! you should be able to
ludge this amongst yourselves. Put the least esteemed in the church to judge this.
It is only a small matter." That is the kingly ministry of judging and discerning,
acting like King Solomon did.

Then He has sealed ns. God has put His seal upon every christian. He has
sealed us as His own. It is an astonishing thing. All kings in ancient times had
their own seals. At one time sealing wax was widely used. Even within living
memory sometimes people would have a signet ring and they would put sealing
wax on a parcel and stamp it with their own ring so that you knew who had sent
it. Kings had their royal seal that authenticated a document that they issued. God
has set His seal upon all His people. He has sealed every one of them.

The seal also is the Holy Spirit. Ephesians | : l3: "In whom ye also trusted, after
that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also after
that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy spirit of promise." This sealing is
not so much a matter of something which we are to experience; we are not sealed
in the first place so that we can experience that we belong to God. Thelrsr thing
is that the seal is God saying, "You are mine".It is what God sees, for what counti
is what God sees not what we feel. What we feel is important but reality is more
important than feeling and if God has sealed us and if God says "you are mine",
whatever we feel like, we are His. The way in which God establishes us is by
making us realise what has happened and realise that we are His, and that He
owns us and accepts us. So far as experience is concerned, we do not so much
experience the sealing, but we do experience the Holy Spirit as the one who seals
ts. The seal is the Holy spirit, and, because we are indwelt by the spirit and begin
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to grow in holiness and are spiritually sensitive, we then begin to realise that we
are the Lord's people.

we also read that He has given us the spirit in our hearts as a deposif. Now
there is a greatdeal in the New Testament about God giving the Spirit to believers.
There is this in Romans 5:5: "And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."
"Given to us." In some ways what we have here are all three different aspects of
the same thing. we are given the spirit, so that means we are anointed by the
Spirit; we are sealed by the Spirit. But there are different aspects. The anointing
reminds us of Christ and the privileges we have in Him. The seal marks us out in
His sight (and in the devil's sight as well), as His - but the deposit is much more
connected with us. The emphasis is on the Person of the Spirit - "given us the
Spirit in our hearts." It is not just the work of the Spirit. Of course we experience
that work of the spirit, but it is the Person of the spirit. we are indwelt by the
Holy Spirit. This is very important for us to realise. The Holy spirit works. The
Holy Spirit is the Agent in our sanctification. The Holy spirit enables us to
understand the word of God, teaches us the things of God, but it is not just that
the Holy spirit works among us and works in us, the Holy Spirit dwells in us. "He
will be in you, " says the Lord Jesus Christ. That is true of every Christian. We are
indwelt by the spirit of God and He is given in our heart - th; very centre of our
being - and He is there as a deposit.

Now the word "deposit" here means "the first instalment" which guarantees
the rest of the price being paid. It is a commercial term. If you buy something you
might put down your deposit. You pay the first instalment as the gra.ant"e ihat
you are going to pay all the rest. Now God has given us the Holy Spirit as the
guarantee, the Jirst instalment of all the fulness of what is going to be our
experience eventually in glory. In 2 corinthians 5:5 we read: "Now he that hath
wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest
of the spirit." If you look at the context, "for this very thing" itis glory - verse 4:
"For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we
would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of
life." And verse I says: "For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernicle
were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens." What guarantee have we got that we have a house not made with
hands? The guarantee is the Holy Spirit, the first instalment of the experience
which will be fully ours one day. Paul uses a very similar expression in Romans
8:23, where he says: "we ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the
redemption of the body." we are looking forward to that day when we shall fully
enter into what it means to be sons and daughters of God.

To be glorified means the Holy Spirit filling and controlling us in full measure
so that we become truly spiritual people in every way. It is also related to the
Resurrection. "If the spirit of him who raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
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you" then our mortal bodies also are going to be raised up from the dead and
glorified. We shall then be fully fitted by the Spirit for spiritual existence in the
presence of God in glory.

The last thing we notice from these two verses is that Christian experience is
inescapably Trinitarian.I do not think Paul set out in these verses to talk about
the Trinity but, in talking about our experience as Christians,he did so because
our salvation and the working of God is the working of Father, Son and Holy
spirit. So we read here about "God who establishes uJ . . . in christ and . . . whb
gives us the spirit". our salvation is something which at every poinl goes beyond
our understanding and imagination. 1r is unbelievably wondirful and gloiious.
Paul is talking about being established. rt is God who estabiishes us-. but he
establishes us in Christ, and He establishes us in Christ because He has first of
ull anointed us and given us the Holy Spirit and the working together of Father,
son and Holy Spirit, not only saves us from our sins, but alJo works together to
establish us, to settle us as Christians, and to prepare us for glory.

In conclusion. In the New Testament we see that doctrine and experience
perfectly agree. The doctrine of Father, Son and Holy Spirit agrees with our
experience as Christians. we experience the graciou s wlork aid presence of
Father, son and Holy Spirit - God acting, bringing us closer into christ, and
working through the Holy Spirit who indwells our hearts.

The Day of Rest
PETER KING (Stanford, Beds)

A study on the Jewish Sabbath and the Christian Lord,s Dav

r. INTRODUCTION

wE oFrEN coME to the Holy Scriptures dressed in the clothes of our
background and tradition, and so influence our understanding by reading what we
want to see. During this study we will try to bring everything back to ihe Bible,
to see God's way and purpose when He "rested on the seventh day from all his
work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day. and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made."
Although many claim the Bible is "old-fashioned" they forget, or choose to ignore
the fact, we came from God, through Adam and Eve, made in His imagJ and
likeness. He did not rest through tiredness, but to lead us into a routine of blessing
and benefit, displaying His great love to His creation. All God's qualities and
actions direct us to Him and teach us His will and purposes for us; we have
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relatives and friends because He has a Son from all eternity; we marry and give
in marriage to reflect the love of Christ for His Church, and Christians who do not
regard this sacred institution disgrace their Lord. It is our wisdom to follow the
perfect instruction God gives through His Word, so assured of His favour we have
comfort in our heart.

To observe the "Sabbath Day" remains a central part of the Jewish faith, and
many Christians still refer to Sunday as the Sabbath. We shall learn from Scripture
the true meaning of the Lord's Day as it took the place of the Sabbath after Christ
rose from the dead.

2.TIJE SABBATH OF SCRIPTURE

Remembering our Bible was written in Hebrew and Greek, we shall look back to
the original meaning of this word "Sabbath" to discover its use and application.
Exous 16:23 is the first translation of the word as Sabbath. "And he said unto
them, This is that which the Lord hath said, Tomorrow is the rest of the holy
Sabbath unto the Lord", and occurs when the children of Israel murmured against
the Lord, first at Marah, then in the Wilderness of Sin. They looked back at Egypt
with longing eyes, wishing they had the food from Pharaoh, but the Lord provided
manna until they came to the Promised Land. The portion for the Sabbath came
on the day before, making the day different to the other six; a day to rest and
reflect on the past days.

Although this is the first time the word translates as Sabbath, we go back to
Genesis 2:2-3 to discover its origin, where God "rested" from the creation and
surveyed His work. If the Author of all, and our Creator, considered it good to rest
after six days' work, we should follow that example and see the wisdom in it, even
from a natural angle. Having made us from the dust of the earth God knew we
needed to recharge our batteries to continue through another week. There are,
however, many other good reasons why we should keep the Day of Rest as we
shall discover later. Consider the goodness of God, that even though He knew
Adam would disobey, and bring ruin to the human race, spoiling His perfect
creation, He made provision for man to rest and enjoy his environment with God.
Sadly men do not listen but are "lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God".

The Sabbath Day is a day of rest, and eventually became enshrined in the Ten
Commandments as the day to keep holy, or separate. These commands are a
summary of God's qualities, showing His nature, and His will for all men. The
command not to kill declares God's love for life, and to "not bear false witness"
shows His insistence on truth.

Genesis 8:22 speaks of the continuing night and day, summer and winter, and
says they "will not cease", or "not have a Sabbath". The return of the seasons until
time ends is a good explanation of the reverse of resting at periods such as the one
in seven directed by God.In Deuteronomy 32:26 Moses, refening to the judgment
on a wicked Israel, says, "I said, I would scatter them into corners, I would make
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the remembrance of them to cease from among men," saying they will not even
be in people's memory, so complete will be the destruction. There is no place for
compromise, and this same sentiment repeats in Psalm 89:44 and Jeremiah 7:34.
The picture emerges of a separation, so making the event detached from what
went before or followed. The Sabbath is unique and apart from normal routine,
thus a "day of rest". For those wishing to study fu(her, Ezekiel exploits the word
much more when prophesying to the captives in Babylon, speaking of idols
ceasing (6:6); pomp of the strong ceasing (7:24), the noise of her songs (26:13),
and the history of Israel serves well to show the impact and power of the word.

In the New Testament, Paul, writing to the corinthians, refers to the tongues in
1 corinthians 13 that they "will cease", that is not be heard again; something our
charismatic friends may wish to think about! The Greek brings out restraint as a
feature of the world, or to stop something. The meaning develops into an act
which is against the normal, involving the end of the accepted routine. The
Sabbath is a different day, yet among the other days.

we have dealt with the Sabbath as a day in the week which all people should
respect. God has given us an opportunity to rest mind and body, a refreshing
interlude in the turmoil of life. It is not just a Jewish custom, for it came about
before the Jews were a nation, even before the fall, nor is it a Christian idea for it
was at creation the example was given as a festival, not a feast.

As an epilogue to this section it is interesting to note the sevenfold nature of
time. As one in seven days is given for rest, so time divides into seconds, minutes;
hours; days; weeks; months and years; seven parts making our life.

3. WHAT IS THE MORAL LAW?

God, as the absolute ruleq has set certain standards in which we can manage our
lives, and any departure from this is disobedience bringing displeasure from Him.
It is a fundamental principle of righteous conduct which Christians find in the
word of God. This code developed before the Decalogue, as men gradually
understood more about Jehovah, for even Adam and Eve had a conscience to
realise they had offended their Maker, and Cain soon defended his murder when
faced with an angry God. so today, the inner self tells us when we are wrong,
although the conscience seems strangely silent in the life of many.

4. WHO IS BOUND BY THE MORAL LAW?

The Ten Commandments given by Moses to the children of Israel at Mount Sinai,
gathered the unfolding revelation of preceding years and summarised the moral
code the Jews learned under Moses' leadership and teaching. The credibility this
momentous event gave the Moral Law showed how important it was to all people,
not just the Jews. The nature of morality centres in God Himself, and He binds
His creation to those principles.

27
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From a scriptural view everyone needs to be holy because God Himself is holy
(l Peter 1:16) and we must aim for this and perfection ,.as our heavenly Father is
perfect" (Matthew 5:48). The summary of the law is, "Thou shali love thv
neighbour as thyself' (Matthew 22:39), but love alone does not satisfy the person,
we must exalt God as the Holy one. For christians, Christ is the-Example to
follow as He always sought to do His Father's will. "I seek not mine own 

-*ill,,'

He said, "but the will of him who sent me." we noted earlier the Decalogue;s
place as a summing up of the moral qualities of God, and the place of the Sabbath
is not more important than the other nine. Indeed this pirticular command,
although usually referred to as keeping the Sabbath Day, hls more to say about
the other days and the work in them.

we learn from the Fourth commandment the principle of work and rest as
practised by God at creation, which is His divine will for us His created beings. It
is not the purpose of this study, but this command teaches all men the way to J".u"
one another in the work ethic, as well as obedience to God Himself.

5. DOES THE MORAL LAW STILLAPPLY IN THE AGE OF GRACB?

It is important to remember the Moral Law did not become binding on people
with the Ten commandments at Mount sinai, but in the Garden of Eden at-man's
creation. Adam and Eve came from the hand of God able to keep His rules but
they deliberately disobeyed, bringing sin into the world. The new order came with
Jesus christ, and He did not destroy the Law but obeyed it. It was the ceremonial
law that passed away with the Jewish way of life and the coming of the Messiah,
for it foreshadowed the Christian life. In this era of grace, which will continue
until our Lord comes again, nothing has changed in the Moral Law, for God
remains consistent in all His wavs.

6. WHAT IS SO SPECIAL ABOUT ONE DAY IN SEVEN ?

some ask, with the Moral Law saying the sabbath was the day to rest and
worship, why do christians worship on the next day, sunday? Earlier in this
article we discovered the deeper meaning of "sabbath;', that it ialled for one dav
in seven to be a rest day, and this the Jews kept. The punishment for not keeping
the Sabbath was death:-"Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is holy unt6
you: every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death', (Exodus rt:i+;. e
serious matter, but not applicable to us today, for the Jewish Sabbath teaches us
about the great Church of our Lord Jesus Christ. we read in Hebrews: ..There
remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest.
he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his." The Sabbath Dav
pointed to the rest in christ all christians enjoy, and as the Jews would ..die" if
they did not keep the day, so Christian's "die" if they do not stay close to the Lord
Jesus christ. Does that mean we can ignore the sabbath? Again, we remind
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ourselves the Sabbath as a day of rest came before Abraham and the Jews, as a
"copy" of what God did and christians should follow Hebrews also says: :.And
God did rest the seventh day from all his works."

. Some would argue it does not matter which day we keep as long as it is one day
in seven, and this would be the case if there was no othei instruc-tion or exampll
in the Scriptures. Continuing with the principle that all Old Testament history is
for our instruction today, we notice there were two reasons given by God to the
Jews for Sabbath observance:

(a) The great Exodus from Egypt remained a touchstone for the Jews when
they wanted to compare events in their history. Ezekiel, the exilic prophet, refers
many times to the Egyptian experience when he tries to tell th; fugitives the
outcome of the rebellious relatives in Jerusalem. with such an event in their
history, Jehovah says they must never forget it: ,.And remember that thou wast a
servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee out thence
through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the Lord thv God
commanded thee to kee-p the sabbath day." This was a joyful celebration, every
week, of the greatest deliverance they had known, worthi bf continual praise ani
thanksgiving to God.

(b) The Lord, in resting on that first "seventh day", blessed it with His own
presexce and sanctity. It took on a significance no other day could, as His chosen
peoplg_the Jews, kept it with all due reverence; it securediheir relationship with
God. This has significance for Christians, who are chosen in Christ Jesui unto
eternal life, and need reminding of that relationship, blessed with an inheritance
which does not fade with time.

- a _

The Miracle of Restoring Grace
ALEXANDER STEWART, DD (1870-1937)

THERE IS SCARCELY any book of the Bible which strikes a richernote of grace
than the prophecy of Hosea. In common with other portions of scriptrire it
proclaims a Gospel of forgiveness; but what is distinctive of its message is that its
Gospel is addressed not so much to the unbelieving sinner us to ihe sinning
believer, not so much to an apostate world as to a backslidden church. It is thii
fact that makes its message so radiant with the mercy of God. For there is no
transgression so heinous as the transgression of those who have known the truth
and are disloyal to it. Their sin is sin against light and against love. It is the sin of
spiritual infidelity, the most flagrant of all disloyalties. But what this book sets
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forth is the amazing riches of God's grace in forgiving, healing, and restoring the
unfaithful. It proclaims the triumph of His love. The teaching of the book as a
whole is summed up in the great promise of the healing dew. "I will be as the dew
unto Israel, he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His
branches shall spread and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell
as Lebanon."

I

The words suggest to us, first of all, the graciousness of God's attitude. Let us
bear in mind that the people to whom the words are spoken are a people who had
wronged their God, who had dishonoured His name and slighted His love. What
is His attitude to these offenders? He is waiting to bestow on them His richest
gifts of grace. He does not confront them as a stern Lawgiver, with a frown on His
face and a rod in His hand. He does not hold aloof from them in righteous
resentment, and it is not words of reproach and condemnation that are ready to fall
from His lips. On the contrary, He addresses to them a message that is full of hope
and encouragement. "I will heal their backsliding," He says, "I will love them
freely. I will be as the dew unto Israel."

What the words have in view is God's attitude to a child of His who has gone
astray. As a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth His erring sons. When
they forsake Him, He will chastise them for their iniquities. He will not suffer
them to transgress without correction. But His love does not change. His heart is
ever yearning over His erring children, and His hands are stretched out to them
in gracious entreaty. In a little wrath He hides His face from them for a moment,
but with everlasting kindness does He gather them when they return and seek
His face.

Many a man who at one time had an experience of the gracious favour of God
has stumbled and fallen in the way. His soul had been quickened and his sins had
been forgiven, and he had been brought near to God and enabled to rejoice in the
hope of His glory. But after a time his love waxes cold, his zeal abates, and his
spiritual life begins to decline. As he loses his delight in God, the things of the
world begin to occupy a larger place in his heart and mind. Perhaps some earthly
ambition takes hold of him, and brings him under its domination. Then the edge
of conscience becomes blunted, and he begins to regard sin in his heart. Sooner
or later, following that, he goes on to indulge sin in his life. In other words, he
falls by his iniquities. The occasion of the fall may have been a sudden temptation
which swept him off his feet, but the cause of it was a gradual process of
declension which undermined the defences of his soul.

Here, however, there is a Gospel for the backslider. Here is the hope of mercy
and restoration for those who have been guilty of the deepest unfaithfulness. "I
will be as the dew unto Israel," says the Lord, and He means an Israel who had
known His lovingkindness, but had sinned against the light. Beyond question the
words speak to us of the graciousness of God's attitude.
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They also speak to us of the gentleness of God's method: ,, I will be as the dew unto
Israel. " The figure of the dew is designed to set forth the manner of God's healing
work' In the East the dew fills an even more important place in the life of nature
than it does with us, for there the dew, to a great extent, takes the place of the
refreshing rains. Sometimes it falls in copious measure, and always it comes
silently, when the winds are hushed and the night is still. And the dew is always
reviving in its effects. When the earth is parched and the grass withered with the
scorching heat, the dew renews its life and restores it to fresfiness and beauty. In this
respect it is clearly a symbol of the spirit of God in His reviving and iestoring
o_perations. The Spirit carries on His healing work with quiet but e-ffective po*"i
H9 grgsts the transgressor in his disloyal course, and brings him back into the path
of obedience. Sometimes He interjects into his inind a thought of the God whom he
has forsaken, of the home which he has left, and of the peace which he has forfeited.
Sometimes He addresses to the conscience a word which is sharp and penetrating,
and begets conviction. Or in His illuminating grace He brings beiore th-e eye of tlie
soul the face of the Lord as He did to Saul of Tirsus on the w-ay to Damascus: a face
not so much stern with indignation as tender with compassion and wistful with love.
And then He speaks to the heart a word of promise *hlctr reveals anew the fulness
of God's mercy, and begets the hope of forgiveness and restoration. And so the love
of God comes stealing into the heart once more, quietly but powerfully; the bonds
of unbelief are broken; the fetters of sin fall off; and the erring one comes back into
the light, and enters again into the freedom of the sons of God.

This is the line of experience which is set forth in the earlier part of this book.
The Church has been unfaithful, but her Lord takes measures to bring her back.
Finally He allures her into the wilderness and speaks comfortably to 

"her, 
giving

her, in the end, the valley of Achor for a door of hope, and causing her to ,ing ui
in_ the days of her youth, as in the day when she cami up out of the land of Eglpt.
Thejoy of the restoration recalls the first deliverance. ihe soul has been U.ougtrt
to a fresh starting-point _which brings to remembrance the glory of the earl]er
experience. The love of God indeed seems even more wondeiful now than it did
thgn !t is passing wonderful that the Lord should think on me in my low estate,
when I was foolish, disobedient, and deceived; but when I have gone astray from
Him after having known His favour, when I have dishonou."dHi, NamL after
having tasted of the richness of His mercy - and He still welcomes me back,
restores.me to the place which I had forfeited, and rejoices over me with singing- that is more marvellous still, and makes the return from Babylon a still mor6
memorable experience than the deliverance from Egypt.

The words speak to us, finally, of the effectiveness of God's treatment: ,,He shall
grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His branches shall spread
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and his beauty shall be as the olive tree, and his smell as Lebanon." This is the
effect of the dew. It brings about a transformation so rich that it needs various
figures to set forth its many-sided completeness.

We have first of all the beauty of the lily. "He shall grow as the lily." Various
features of the growth of the lily might, no doubt, be mentioned by way of
showing the appropriateness of the comparison. The lily grows quickly; it often
flourishes in the lowly valley; and sometimes it springs up in the midst of thorns.
But the outstanding point of resemblance is the fact that the lily grows in the
beauty of a stainless purity -

"White, radiant, spotless, exquisitely pure."

And the Lord will so heal His backsliding child that the whiteness of his soul will
rival that lustrous beauty. "Wash me," cried David, "and I shall be whiter than
snow"; and when God restored David's soul He answered his prayer. This is a
wonderful promise, and it is sometimes hard to realise that it can be true - that
the man who fell by his iniquity, and thereby soiled the white robe of his
profession and disfigured his comeliness, should be so restored as to shine with a
purity whose fitting symbol is the immaculate whiteness of the lily. But this is the
miracle effected by the restoring grace of God.

Then we have the strength of the cedar. "He shall cast forth his roots as
Lebanon." The lily is a fragile thing. It may be, as the poet, says, "the lily of a day".
In the morning it grows up and flourishes, but the wind passes over it, and in the
evening it is laid low. It is not so with the spiritual beauty of the children of God.
In their case beauty is wedded to strength, and so has in it the crowning glory of
perrnanence. To set forth this quality a new figure is employed, the figure of the
cedar of Lebanon. The roots of the cedar are a symbol of strength. They strike deep
and stretch far, and so the tree presents an unyielding front to the storm, and lives
pn throughout the years. The roots of the renewed life are hid with Christ in God.
They enter in within the vail, and unite the soul to the almightiness of the Eternal.
The root of faith, for example, how strong it is!It fills a man with energy and
courage. Think of Peter after the Resurrection, the man who had failed and had
been like a reed laid low by the first breath of difficulty. How he is endued with
unflinching courage, and stands foursquare before the storm of persecution like a
stately cedar. So it is also with the roots of hope and love. Hope is an anchor of the
soul, giving it stability and perseverance; and love is strong as death.

Further, we have the fruitfulness of the olive. "His beauty shall be as the olive
tree." The lily has beauty, and the cedar has strength, but neither the lily nor the
cedar bears fruit. So we have the additional figure of the olive tree, the beauty of
which is the beauty of fruitfulness. As a result of the reviving dew the believer
brings forth fruit unto God. He bears, for example, the fruits of godly living. His
strength has been renewed, and he is enabled to deny ungodliness and worldly
lusts and to live a sober, righteous, and godly life in this present world. He also
bears the fruits of a deeper loyalty and a more diligent service.
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Finally, we have the fragrance of Lebanon. "His smell shall be as Lebanon."
That is the fragrance of a whole forest. It is said that the smell of Lebanon can be
perceived a long way off. The trees and shrubs and flowers with which it abounds
mingle their pleasant odours in the breeze. The renewed life is a life of frasrance.
The graces of the Christian character are marked by a sweetness which cainot be
mistaken. In the loving heart, the compassionate spirit, the saintly life, there is a
fragrance which makes an impression on all who iome within itJ range. In other
words, true religion has a winsome and attractive quality.

All this, let us remember, is possible for thoie who have fallen bv their
iniquities, and have grieved the heart of God, and hurt their own souls. For utt *ho
are in that condition the words are full of encouragement. The healing dew of the
Spirit can do for them what it has many a time done for others in a like case. The
meaning clearly is that the mercy of God is so abundant that no soul need despair,
however aggravated its guilt and however deep its defilement.

The Rev. J. J. West
wE ARE INTERESTED to learn rhat it is proposed to publish a volume of
sermons of J. J. west, together with an accouni of his life and ministry.

Mr. west was rector of winchelsea, sussex, lg3l-lg7z.In his day he was a
well known preacher in the tradition of Dr. Robert Hawker, vicar of charles,
Plymouth.

If any of our readers possess any information regarding Mr. west, would they
kindly contact Mr. J. c. Morgan, l9 Elia Srreet, Islington]London Nl gDE.

- a _

. Book Reviews

JAMES HERVEY

IN ouR LAST Two ISSUES we have included letters written by James Hervey.
we feel our readers will be pleased to know of the publication oi a new book on
James Hervey which is reviewed below.

Jlme-s Hervey: Preaghey of Righteousness. George BIIa. Go publications,
The Cairn, Hill Top, Eggleston, Co. Durham DLl2bAU. pp.36l. f9.95.
James Hervey lived from l7l4
Collingtree and later of Weston

to 1758. He succeeded his father as Rector of
Favell near Northampton, dying of consumption

when only 44, otherwise muchmore would have been heard of this worthy man.
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He is perhaps best known for his Meditations Among the Tbmbs, Contemplations
on the Starry Heavens, etc., which were well known and best sellers in his
lifetime. However, his Dialogue Between Theron and Aspasio (3 vols.) remained
one of the best selling set of books in the land for well over one hundred years, a
success equalled by very few. The dialogues are the conversational records of two
good friends as they visit each other. Though the framework is imaginary much
of the contents are faithful records of actual conversations and experiences
Hervey had over the years. Aspasio was Hervey himself. Hervey sets his
theological discussion against the background of the splendours, beauties and
orderly pattern of nature. He seeks to instil in his companion a longing to find out
more of nature's Creator in the Word of God. However, the works drew the wrath
of John Wesley and others who believed in the false doctrine of sinless perfection.
Hervey was able to write on the truths of the Gospel in a clear and interesting way,
stressing the imputed righteousness of Christ to the believer, to his great
consolation. "He was led to distinguish between Law and Gospel, rejecting any
saving element in the former; a matter which earned for him the name
'Antinomian' from the theologically unsound. Hervey saw with true biblical
clarity that the Law required a perfect obedience of the sinner to which he could
never attain but the Gospel taught a perfect vicarious substitution and perfect
obedience worked out by Christ on our behalf and imputed to us as a Surety, thus
removing all our guilt and punishment" (page 58).

Hervey called one of his books Reflections on a Flower Garden, developing his
view of nature being the handmaid of the Gospel which was to be one of the major
themes in William Cowper's poetic witness. One of his great friends was John
Ryland Snr., the renowned Particular Baptist pastor, as well as Dr. John Gill and
John Bring and churchmen such as Whitefield and Romaine.

Blessed by his association with the renowned George Whitefield in his early
days, Hervey was often ill and frail, although mentally alert. His reputation as a
literary figure and a writer to the upper classes troubled him as his main pastoral
concern lay with the poor in his large congregation. Almost all the profits from
the various books were given to the poor.

Wesley's bitter attacks on Theron and Aspasio, some when he knew Hervey
was terminally ill, "were mere jumbled collections of dogmatic assertions without
the slightest trace of evidence being provided" (page 260), which made it difficult
for Hervey to reply. Hervey was, however, replying to Wesley's attacks on his
deathbed and his work Aspasio Vindicated was published after his death.

This is an excellent and well-documented work regarding a long-neglected
man and will repay careful study. We conclude with the testimony of Hervey's
Particular Baptist friend, John Ryland Snr.:

"He was governed in his whole temper and conduct by the supreme ends of
his ministry, which were the utmost glory of Christ, and the union of immortal
souls to Him. All his thoughts and studies were tinctured with this design. All his
writings and his serrnons were animated by this principle. Christ was, in the

t
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highest sense, his whole life; and he lived from christ as the fountain of his
life; he lived like christ, as the pattern of his life; and he lived to his glory, as the
end of his life. His great aim and passionate desire, was to bring iouls to
know Christ, to make them wise men; to bring souls to love christ, to make them
good men; and to bring their souls to possess christ to make them happy men"
(page245). 

D.c.R.

A Family Tree (r chronicles simply Explained). Andrew stewart. welwyn
commentary series. Evangelical Press, 1997. pp.2r2 plus rOpp prelims.
f,6.95 paperback.

Printed on sheer white paper with good sized print, making for easy reading, the
author of this book has the splendid gift of summarising the theology and history
of I Chronicles in a most interesting manner. He gives sound scriptural reasoni
for the inclusion of the long lists of names in the early chapters of I Chronicles.

Based on the NIY the commentary provides good links with New Testament
passages and always an interpretation pointing forward to the Redeemer, our great
High Priest, Jesus the Son of God.

one of the joys in reading this book is the way in which the author applies
practical lessons for today for those who "would live godly in christ Jesus;.

A splendid commentary 
J.C.B.

1  = a i . i

lhe Lifu of David Brainerd. Jolin Thornbury. Welwyn Series. Evangelicat
Press. pp. 318. f8.95.

The impact of David Brainerd's life on the evangelical missionary vision and
Christian enterprise generally has been incalculable. It was Brainerd's mentor,
Jonathan Edwards, who first saw the value of telling the story of this pioneer
missionary to the American Indians.

Edwards, while acknowledging minor flaws in the memoirs and the human frailty
of the young minister, believed that in many ways the Indian missionary was a model
of devotion to God, theological insight, and personal commitment to evangelism.

There have been numerous biographies of Brainerd, whose life was short but
so full. John Thornbury, pastor of winfield Baptist church, pensylvania, has
penned an enriching addition.

The publishers have produced an excellent book. J.C.

The Cambuslang Revival. Arthur Fawcett. The Banner of rhuth rhust.
First published 1971, reprinted 1996. pp. 256. fG.gS.

Scotland's l8th century religious revival will always be associated with
cambuslang and Kilsyth, where the Reverends william Mcculloch and James
Robe were used by the Spirit of God to lead many to the Saviour.

Not only did Cambuslang and Kilsyth see large numbers repent and believe the
Gospel - the blessing extended throughout the land and across the seas.
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The late Dr. Arthur Fawcett did his Ph.D. thesis on the Revival. He began his
ministry at Uddingston, nearby to Cambuslang, before going on to Johnstone,
where he ministered in the Church of Scotland. He was a Lecturer at the Glasgow
Bible College (formerly B.T.I.) where he was much loved and regarded by the
students and staff.

Fawcett's flair for detail is well evidenced in this comprehensive survey of one
of the most important eras in Scottish religious history. I had the privilege of
knowing Arthur as a former Director of B.T.L He was interested to learn that it
was a Cambuslang minister who preached the night I was converted at the Wallis/
Wilson campaign in the south side of Glasgow.

This book is a must for vour bookshelf.

The Ten Commandments for Today, Brian H. Edwards. Day One
Publications. pp. 287. 98.99.

The book speaks of the nation's alarming decline and comments that little has
been written on the Ten Commandments. Brian Edwards is an incisive writer,
uncovering the true meaning of God's laws and applying them to our
contemporary society. In his foreward Andrew Anderson writes about the author's
probing mind and expository skill.

Seldom have I appreciated a book more than this one. I heartily commend it for
personal and for Church fellowship reading. The publishers are to be congratu-
lated on a first-rate production of what should be a sought-after book. J.C.

J.C. F
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and overseas. We would like to increase the number of church and chapel gmups. Would local friends kindly
pmmote this, and thus help to extend the ministry of Ile &tspcl Magazine?

Friends may wish to know that an almost complete set of llre Cospel Magwiit from | 766 is available from:
ThC Evangelidal Library, 78a Chiltern Street, London WIM 2HB, or rhe Gospel Standard Library, 5 Hove Park
Gardens, HoiC, East Sussex BN3 6HN. Please enquire d.irect to the library.some Pre ree* past copies ^"#l'fi;t'#ffir:t#;T*"'* e*t'u) ;:" ': '
lf your subscription is due in January and remains unpaid, a personal form is included with this issue. As this
is the first tine notices have been sent this way, please check the informarion is conecl and return it with your
payment. Kiffiiy reorl" p.ffiiy to uvoid a subsequent reminder, Pte;;d;;i;;ilcai$l.il.hrqu., ,noit b.
made payable to THE GOSPEL MAOMINE.

t -
L


