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Editorial 
1

AT THE BEGINNING of a new year we are forcibly reminded of the constant
changes that are going on around us. The Apostle John says, "the fashion of this
world passeth away" and in the Epistle to the Hebrews we are reminded that "here

have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come". It is well therefore to
remind ourselves of the One who never changes - our Lord Jesus Christ. He is
ever the same - "yesterday, and to day, and for ever" (Hebrews 13:8). Change and
decay are the marks of our rives here on earth but with Him there is no
variableness neither shadow of nrrning.

Yesterday. Countless numbers throughout the centuries have proved that He
never fails; their testimony has been, "hithe(o hath the Lord helped us".

Today. We are often tempted to think that the present moment is commonplace
and insignificant. The Lord will give power and purpose t6 our everyday life.
How grateful we are for the ancient promise, "as thy days, so shall thy strength
be" (Deuteronomy 33:25).

For ever. What Christ has been, He will be for all etemity. He has promised to
be with His people each step of the way. "Lo, I am with you alway, even unro the
end of the world." David Livingstone said, "on these lvords I staked everything
and they never failed".

As we face the future let us rest on this great word - "Jesus Christ the
same yesterday, and to day, and for ever." May it be both our watchword and
our strength. He never fails. How thankful we should be for the immutability
of Christ. .

"Oh, Thou who changest not, abide with me."
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"The Name of the Lord
A Sermon by the Editor

"The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it,
and is safe" (Proverbs 18:10)

MOSES was one of the first men to be called of God into a position of leadership
and, as he was considering his calling, he asked of God a very unusual question:
"Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his
name? what shall I say unto them? And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM"
(Exodus 3.13-14). Moses attached great importance to the Nanre of God, and
rightly so, for anyone in the position of spiritual leadenhip needs to have a
personal knowledge of the One he represents. So we want to consider this great
phrase, "The Name of God" - the One we serve, the One we represent. I want to
draw three important things out of this text concerning the Nanp of God.

First - The Name of the Inrd is the Source of Revelation
We may not attach very iiuch importance to a narrE. Ind€c4 we often say,
"'What's in a name?". We know that names are conferred on children without very
much thought - indeed some passing fancy or other maybe - and names today do
not have the significance that they did in Bible times. The names of many Bible
characters are fitting descriptions of their personalities and, concerning the Lord,
there is a very close connection with His Person and His Narne. You will find in
the Bible that men do not give God a name - He gives H imself a Name - and, in
consequence, His Name is the revelation of Himself. "What is his name?" asked
Moses, and, in reply, God gave His Name or, morc correctly, He explained it by
saying, "I AM THAT I AM".

Now this expression has much to teach us concerning God. It tells us that He is
self-existent, that He is eternal, that He is unchangeable. The Name Jehovah is
often joined to other words which describe particular aspects of God's character.
So we read in the Book of Genesis, "Jehovah Jireh" - "the Lord will provide" or
in Exodus, "Jehovah Nissi" - "the Lord my Banner," and so on. These Names,
along with other titles given to us by our God, express much concerning His
nature, and they also provide us with thoughtful subjects of study. So our text
says, "the name of the Lord is a strong tower", and th4t phrase, "the name of the
Lord" brings to mind its glories and its inexhaustible power. It is a biblical
expression for the whole character of God as He has been pleased to reveal
Himself to men. "The name of the Lord is a strong tower" - that is another
suggestive expression revealing another aspect of God's character - God is a
strong tower. He is strong and resilient. He is One who is almighty and all
powerful, and the Lord to whom we are invited to come is not weak and fickle.
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He is not subject to the passions of men - indeed not, He stands supreme above
all that He has created and before whom "the inhabitants of the earth are as grass-
hoppers". "The name of the Lord is a strong tower." This is the Lord who gave to
Moses the strength and confidence to confront Pharaoh and to bring the children
of Israel out of the bondage of Egypt. This is the same God who was a strong
tower to the martyrs of former generations who, by their own blood, confronted
the enemies of the truth, and the name of the Lord is still a strong tower.

How far, then, have we progressed in our knowledge of God? Do we know Him
to be a strong tower to us personally? If so, this should inspire us with confidence
concerning the future. As we look around the prevailing situation today, we can see
that the forces of evil are arrayed against the Lord, against His Christ, against His
Church, and we ask, "Who will prevail?". And there are many who are ready to say
that ttre Cause of Christ is fast disappearing from the earth, that the Church is dying,
that it is only a matter of time and it will be extinct. But when you take up this Book
and when you take up this text in particular, what a different aspect it throws on the
situation. "The name of ttre Lord is a strong tower" and we say that the Lord will
prevail and His Cause will be vindicated in the earth. If we are asked the reason why,
we say: "Because His Name implies a strong tower, almighty and all conquering!"
Oh! may our knowledge of Him grow increasingly and may such knowledge make
us bold in our God. The Name of the Lord - the source of revelation.

Second - The Name of the Lord is a place of refuge - "the righteous runneth
into it, and is safe"

What does this represent? A strong tower offering safety and protection. All of us
have seen strong towers and fortified castles that offer shelter and protection in
time of danger. In a similar way the Lord is a strong tower offering safety and
protection to all who come to Him. Indeed, the Bible says that if we are not within
the bounds of this tower, then we are in imminent peril because of sin. When
Christ was born He was given a very significant name. The word came to Joseph,
"Thou shalt call his name Jesus", meaning Saviour - the Name of great
significance, and it tells us that He is the only place of refuge, the only place of
eternal security. So Peter can stand up in the early days of the Church and say:
"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). Again, in the Epistle
to the Hebrews: "Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him" (Hebrews 7:25).

Yes, the Lord Jesus is a strong tower. He has fulfilled all the demands of the
law, lived a life of perfect obedience, offered Himself a sacrifice for sin and
conquered death and the grave by His glorious resurrection. What confidence,
then, the believer should have in His Name! He is a veritable strong tower from
the face of the enemy. In former centuries men built towers and castles and many
of them have disappeared or are in a state of ruin, but not so with our Lord Jesus
Christ. The Psalmist says:
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'iHis name for ever shall endure: 
'

Last like the sun it shall."
(Psalm 72:17, metrical version)

The writer to the Hebrews says, "Thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail",
and a little further on in the same Epistle, "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and
to day, and for ever". The Name of the Lord is a place of refuge - a place of refuge
here and now - because the Christian is not immune from the attacks of Satan, nor
is he excluded from the trials and tribulations of this present world, but we may
have confidence that, if we are in the strong tower, if we are trusting in the Lord,
then trials shall not triumph over us. As John was inspired to write: "Greater is he
that is in you, than he that is in the world." As individuals we must look to the
Lord to be our refuge and our strength and when such trials come we will find
"grace to help in time of need". You will find in Him, the strong tower, your
strength, who never slumbers nor sleeps. Notice it says - "the righteous
runneth into it and is safe." We are to eagerly hasten to the tower to avail ourselves
of the protection which the Lord in His graciousness has provided. Bu| permit me
to ask, "Have you fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before you in
the Gospel" (Hebrews 6:18)? Or may I put it this way, Can you take up as your
own the great statement and declaration of the Psalmist when he said, "The Lord
is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I
will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower"? Notice
how the Psalmist piles all these phrases up and says, "Yes, in the Lord there is
perfect security". "The name of the Lord is a strong tower." John Newton puts it
in this wav:- " No strength of our own, no goodness we claim,

Our trust is all placed in Jesus'great Name;
In this our strong Tower for safety we hide,
The Lord is our power, the Lord will provide."

The source of revelation, the refuge.

Third: The Name of the Lord is the Basis of Attack 
'

In ancient times a strong tower not only provided a strong protection to all within
its walls, but it gave a strong position from which to launch an attack upon the
enemy. We read in the Acts of the Apostles that in the Name of the Lord the early
Church went out and confronted the enemy of souls. Think of Peter addressing the
cripple who for so long had lain at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. What did
Peter say to him? "Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk" (Acts 3:6). The man was
healed but Peter had no strength of his own. It was all God-given. What a stirring
part of the New Testament that is! You will find all these early preachers going
out and preaching in the Name of Jesus. There were many times when they were
bidden to be quiet, or shut up in the prison, but they said, "We cannot but testify
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the things we have seen and heard", and they did it in the Name of Jesus. Or think
of the thrilling story of the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. Paul begins his ministry
at Damascus and we read, "he preached boldly in the name of Jesus". There is
power in the Name of Jesus to attack the strongholds of Satan.

Now, is it not true today that many are content with their experience of
salvation? They are content to be within this strong tower and yet show little
concern for the Christless multitudes that are around us. Are we content for things
just to go on from week to week and year to year? Have we not got a wider vision
to go out in the Name of Christ? You remember that great word in the Book of
Daniel. "The people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits"
(lI:32). The tragedy today is that the Christian Church has lost its fighting spirit
for the most part, content to soldier on and do the best it can, and yet not be moved
about the many who are going on to a Christless etemity. Let us go out in the
Name of the Lord as did those early disciples, seeking to accomplish great things
for Him. Do you remember that great motto of William Carey, the pioneer of
modern missions? This was his prayer: "Teach us to attempt great things/or Thee,
andfrom Thee to expect great things."

One of my favourite Old Testament books is the Book of Nehemiah. Nehemiah
was sent back to Jerusalem to build up the ruined city. What a desperate state it
was in! When he surveyed and reconnoitred the city by dead of night he called
together the elders and he said: "You see the distress we are in, how Jerusalem
lieth waste and the gates thereof are burned with fire." And then what did he say
- did he throw in the sponge and give it up? Not at all, he went on to say: "Come,

and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach" (2:I7).
The walls of zion today are in a precarious state. This word of Nehemiah comes
to us afresh - "Come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no
more a reproach" in the land. Christ's Church is in a similar state as Jerusalem
centuries ago, and Christ enlists His people as co-workers with Him in this task.
Let us rise and build in His Name!

May God give us all the grace to rise to this challenge, to do exploits for Him,
so that His Name may be glorified in the earth.

The weapons of our warfare are spiritual, not ordinary, but mighty through God
to the pulling down of the strongholds of Satan.

Here is this great word: "The narne of the lnrd is a strong tower: the righteous
runneth into it, and is safe,"

The source of revelation; the place of refuge; the basis for attack. As Wesley
says: "Jesus, the Name that charms our fears,

That bids our sorrows cease, j
'Tis music in the sinner's ears,
'Tis life and health and peace."

May God bless our meditation in His Word and give us grace to heed, for His
Name's sake. Amen. M.H.
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For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

IN THE LORD'S ARMY

THERE IS a very striking location in the North of Scotland called Fort George.
This has been an army base for many, many years and today is the headquarters
for one of the Scottish regiments. It is a very interesting place to visit.

In the museum one of the rooms houses the largest collection of Victoria
Crosses in the world. The Victoria Cross is the highest honour for bravery that a
soldier can be awarded. As well as the actual medals. the stories of how the
medals were won is shown on display sheets. Each story tells of dangers and
difficulties and of how one man did so much for his fellow soldiers in battle.
Some of these medals have been awarded posthumously - that is, after the man
has died.

The Bible tells us that "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends" (John 15:13). Some of the winners of the Victoria Cross
had indeed done that.

But we know of a greater love than that. The Lord Jesus Christ laid down his
life for his enemies. "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans
5:8). He who knew no sin was made sin for us. What amazing love and bravery -
far more than any other person.

Other rooms in the museum showed the uniforms worn by different soldiers
through the ages. Uniform is important for a soldier. He needs to be identified by
others and not be confused with the enemy. The uniform has a purpose and has
protection for the soldier.

It is important too for the Christian to be identified as that. He should be
different from the worldly person. His life should be identified by love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Paul speaks of
these characteristics as the fruit of the spirit. If we belong to the army of our
captain Jesus Christ, we should be wearing and showing this fruit in our life.

The museum at Fort George has many magnificent swords on display - very
necessary for a soldier long ago - now only used for ceremonial dress. The
Christian too needs what is called in Ephesians the sword of the Spirit which is
the Word of God. If we are going to defeat the wickedness of Satan we must attack
with the Scriptures. We need to know the Bible to do this, and should study God's
Word daily. "The word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart"
(Hebrews 4:12).
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PUZZLE
Look up Ephesians chapter 6, verses I0-IB

Find out how the christian soldier is armed to fight against his enemy the devil.

l. Belt (loins girt)

2. Breastplate

3. Shoes

4. Shield

5. Helmet
6. Sword

7. Battle cry

- a -

The Father's Kiss
STAN EVERS (Potton, Beds.)

IT IS NOT EASY to take criticism is it? Jesus had more than His fair share of
criticism; for example, in Luke 15 we read about the pharisees and scribes
murmuring against Jesus because of His friendship with sinners. In reply, christ
told three parables: the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin and the Lost Son. Each parable
teaches that there is a place in the heart of the tender God for rebel sinners. The
parable of the Prodigal Son vividly sketches a picture of God's love for sinners,
especially Luke 15:20 - "But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him,
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on hls neJk, and iiss"d hi-."

A kiss of love

The father's kiss was not a quick peck, but u *unn embrace; the father "fell on
his neck and kissed him". "Kissed" comes fr<,m a Greek word which means"fervently kissed". How astounding that the father should kiss his rebellious son
with such warmth and tenderness!This is how God receives sinners! All heaven
sings when sinners turn to God (verses 7 and l0). what an encouragement to
believers who are deeply aware of their unworthiness; if God accepts sinners with
such enthusiasm surely He welcomes His own dear children?

The father's love overflowed from his "compassion" - his pity and concern for
his son - despite his disgraceful conduct. He bore no grudge because the son
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demanded his inheritance even before his father's death. The father felt no
bittemess because his son had stormed off, causing pain and distress to both his
parents. Can we measure God's love to us who often offend him? Yet, still He
pardons us!

The father loved his son so much, therefore he constantly looked for and longed
to see him return home. No wonder that "when he was a great way off, his father
saw him, and had compassion". The father recognised, even from a distance, his
precious son. Our heavenly Father yearns for penitents to seek His pardon. From
before time He has been waiting for each one of His elect to come in repentance
to Him. He has not only longed and looked; He also sent His own Son, the Lord
Jesus Christ, into the world to die in shame and pain on the cross. At Calvary, God
punished His Son instead of His self-willed and self-centred prodigal children.

A kiss of forgiveness
The turning point came when the prodigal son said, "I will arise and go to my
father" (verse l8), but what if his father had refused to forgive him? Can we
imagine the misgivings of the son as each step took him nearer home? His throat
was dry, his heart pounded, his head was dizzy and his legs dragged like lead.
Perhaps he shook when he saw on the horizon his father running towards him.
Why was his father coming? Soon he knew as the loving arms clasped him and
father's tears mingled with his own.

The'kiss of forgiveness came before the son's well rehearsed confession, "I

have sinned against heaven and in thy sight" (verse 21); the son's face said it all.
No amount of words, however well chosen, can express the deep sorrow of the
penitent; nevertheless, the heavenly Father sees into the depths of the broken
heart. The pardoning Father's promise is, "I will be merciful to . . . their sins and
their iniquities will I remember no more"(Hebrews 8:12). God forgives and
forgets!

The father kisses his son and pulls him closer to himself, though he wears rags
and smells of swine. Soon the swine smell is washed away and the rags replaced
with a robe. Our Father in heaven washes us from sin's defilement and clothes us
in the robe of Christ's righteousness.

The kiss of restoration
"Make me as one of thy hired servants" (verse 19), was the son's script, but
remained unsaid. The father took him back as a son rather than employing
him as a servant. He could not earn acceptance, it came as a gift from his father.
This is the distinction between salvation by good works and salvation by grace.
This is the dividing line between religious people and converted Christians.
The son was not merely tolerated as a bad boy come home but treated as a son
who has never left home. This is justification by faith in Christ alone. God, our
divine Father, declares us "not guilty". Past sins are forgiven, then we are sons
kept by God's power until we reach heaven. We may always go to God, not
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because of any merit in ourselves but because of the once-for-all atonement
of Christ on Calvary's tree.

A kiss of assurance

Whatever apprehension the prodigal son felt as he trudged home disappeared
when his father kissed him. The warmth of those kisses proclaimed, loud and
clear, the sincerity of the father's pardon. The kissing came before the celebration;
the party would be meaningless without the certainty of the father's love. Once
assured of this he could enjoy himself! (verses 22-24).

There are two kinds of assurance: objective and subjective. The objective
reasons, "God forgives sinners and as I've come in repentance to Him, through
Christ, He must have pardoned me; I am therefore a Christian". The subjective is
the overwhelming realisation of God's love for me. This is like God my Father
giving me a hug! Now I know that God is my Father.

The father's kiss also came before, and prepared the younger son for, the
elder brother's jealous anger (verses 25-32). The father's wholehearted love
stands in sharp contrast to the self-righteous condemnation of the elder brother.
How sad when fellow-believers are harsh, critical, and unforgiving, and
perhaps even cynical when God saves a notorious sinner or restores a Christian
from backsliding.

The Bible uses various illustrations to depict God's love for His people. The
parable of the prodigal son presents God as Father and Christians as sons, whereas
the Song of Solomon depicts Christ as the Bridegroom and the Church as His
Bride. We would do well to make the Bride's request ours: "Let him kiss me with
the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine" (Song of Solomon 1:2).

- a -

The Moral and Spiritual Need
of the Nation

DAVID N. SAMUEL ,

WHEN I WAS a small boy growing up in the 1930s I had a sense of pride in being
British. I don't think that was peculiar to me, I am sure it was shared by all my
contemporaries. Britain was the nation that led the world in so many ways. It had
a great empire. It was strong militarily and economically. It was respected in the
world. But more than any of these things, it was a Protestant nation, it stood for
certain rnoral and spiritual values. That was still a part of our identity and self-
consciousness. I am not suggesting that everything was perfect; it was not; many
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unpleasant things in publib life were hidden then, and not paraded before the
public gaze as they are now. But, nevertheless, morale was good in the nation, and
there was a sense of moral purpose, especially in the war with Germany. There
was the belief that right would triumph over wrong. Churchill could talk in his
speeches about the survival of "Christian civilisation".

Since then our country has undergone a revolution, as significant in its way as
the Bolshevik revolution in Russia or the cultural revolution in China in the
'sixties. Since those words were written there has been a profound change in
thinking about society and individual responsibility. How disastrous that change
has been has been brought home recently by the survey entitled "Britain in Sin"
by Christian Voice:

"The United Kingdom today is in deep decline. According to the social and
economic trends, crime, family breakdown, illegitimacy, infertility, drug-taking,
debt, indecency, profligacy and perversion are rising in a manner which appears
to be out of control. Decisions from both European and British Courts are
allowing bureaucrats, homosexuals and feminists to impose their morality on the
people of the United Kingdom."

It is often assumed by people that the government derives its authority to make
moral changes in the life of the nation from the majority of people in the UK by
whom it is elected. But this is not so. The present government was elected by a
minority of the electorate of the whole country - by 3l%o in fact. So what is
happening is that the moral life of the nation is being directed and controlled by
a minority of the people within it.

The survey goes on to point out that there is a mood of pessimism amongst
people in general. They do not believe, as they are constantly being told, that
things are improving. Political leaders are up-beat about the state of the country,
as we would expect them to be, since they are largely responsible for it. But such
a mood is not shared generally. As many as 92Vo of people say that standards of
behaviour are worse now than they were thirty years ago. Standards of honesty
are thought to be worsening by Tl%o - only 3Vo think they are improving.

It is taken for granted today that governments are elected to do the will of the
people. There is no recognition of the biblical position, as there was some years
ago, that rulers are appointed by God to do His will. "The powers that be," says
Paul, "are ordained of God." Our constitution, in the Coronation Service and
elsewhere, recognises that; but now only lip service is paid to it, and the
government gets on with enacting godless laws with no regard for God and His
Word. Since this is the case and has been for some time, it is not surprising that
things are going desperately wrong in the nation. In making our own laws we
have become our own gods, in defiance of the will of the living and true God.
Psalm 2 puts it so well: "Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain
thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel togethe4
against tne lnrd, and against his anointed, saying, Let us break their bands
asunde4 and cast away their cords from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall
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laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure."

Let me, then, following the survey, "Britain in Sin", briefly run through the
Commandments of God to show what has happened.

The First Commandment: "I am the Lord thy God . . . thou shalt have no other
gods before me." But as we have just shown, man has dethroned God and put
himself in His place. Since the Enlightenment of the 18th cenfury it is man who
has made his own laws. Parliament, every day it is sitting, begins with the prayer:
"Almighty God, by whom alone kings reign and princes decree justice, and from
whom cometh all wisdom, counsel and understanding. . . . " But as soon as the
prayer is over, God is forgotten about and ignored and man gets on with making
laws in his own wisdom and authority. What is this but to make an open mockery
of God? It reminds me of the words of Psalm 50: " But unto the wicked God saith.
What hast thou to do to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldest take my
covenant in thy mouth? Seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words
beh ind thee. . . . thouthoughtes t tha t lwasahogethersuchanoneasthyse l f . . . . "

The Second Comandmenf.' "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven
image. . " Today the image that man worships is himself and his wisdom.
Man believes that today he is living at the summit of history and human
achievement. What is this great dome at Greenwich being built to celebrate?
Man and his achievements. Those who enter it will be greeted by an enormous
image of man. It is "glory to man in the highest"! Yet I thought that the
millennium was about two thousand years of Christianity and the coming of the
Saviour into the world.

The Third Commandment: "Thott shalt not take the name of the Lord thyrGod
in vain. . . . " God's Name is taken in vain increasingly in ordinary speech, and on
radio and television. There is now no reverence for the Name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. A lack of respect for God is shown also in contempt for the Bible and by
the denial of God's creation of the world and providential care over it.

The Fourth Commandmenf.' "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. . . . "

We have witnessed in recent years a deliberate attempt (o destroy the sacred
character of the Lord's Day. It has become a day of godless, selfish pleasure-
seeking, The 1993 Sunday Trading Act is both an act of defiance against God and
a judgment on the Churches which began their opposition against the act by a
compromised position which God could not have been expected to honour with
success. Worse may be expected, as the government is considering further
liberalisation of the 1780 Act to allow clubs, dance halls and discos to provide
entertainment for money on Sunday evenings.

The Fifth Commandmenf.' "Honour thy father and thy mother.'. . . " We have
witnessed the gradual erosion and destruction of the family as the God-given unit
for the nurture of life, religion and morals. "In the 'sixties, the family man of an
average wage, was not in the tax system at all. Today, taxation is so high that most
families need both a father's wage and a mother's to make ends meet."
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"The state social security system penalises thrift and maniage and rewards
fecklessness and isolation. . . . The Housing Act 1985 put unmaried pregnant
mothers at the top of the housing list. The Family Law Reform Act 1987, which
removed many of the disadvantages of illegitimacy, and gave unmarried fathers
parental rights, also gave the clearest possible signal that marriage and having
children within wedlock does not matter. The Children Act 1989 allows a local
authority to take a child into care where the child has a transient dispute with its
parents, and declares baldly, 'that the rule of law that a father is the natural
guardian of his legitimate child is abolished'."

Despite all the talk about families and marriage in the Church and Parliament,
man's notions of what is good for the family are contrary to those of God and are
producing the moral and spiritual wasteland we see today in modern Britain, by
breaking up families and invading parental responsibility.

In this connection, the legislation to allow women to serve in active fighting
units, and the provision of free contraception to young people all indicate an
unnatural and misguided ryay of thinking which militates against the family as the
God-ordained way for people to live together. Psalm 68:6: "God setteth the
solitary in families" and " In thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed"
(Genesis 28:14).

The sixth commandment: "T'hov shalt not kill." The Hebrew word ratsach
means murder. The commandment itself is a restatement of the covenant God
made with Noah where the death penalty was given in the context of the
institution of the nation state. Its abolition was an act of rebellion against the
revealed will of God. What we today call "life imprisonment" means that the
murderer is placed in a safe place from the vengeful relatives, which was the
biblical penalty for manslaughter. Since the abolition of the death penalty
homicides have risen steeply. But in addition to removing the death penalty from
the guilty, we have seen our legislators transfer it to the innocent - an act of moral
turpitude. The child within the womb is a fellow human being known to God from
conception. The Abortion Act 1967 is a crime against humanity. Every pagan
culture has practised child sacrifice. This is our version of it, but God has declared
His hatred of it.

The seventh commandment. "Thou shalt not comrnit adultery." The seventh
commandment makes it clear that sexual intercourse is lawful only within
marriage. This commandment has been broken in the united Kingdom by the
sexual offences Act 1967. Homosexual activity is a choice and a homosexual
lifestyle is one from which men and women can walk away. More recently this
disobedience and rebellion against God has been compounded by the Criminal
Justice and Public Order Act 1994 which reduced the age for homosexual activity
to 18. strenuous attempts are being made by the present govemment and by some
within the Churches to lower the age of consent still further.

A further attack upon morals was made in the Divorce Reform Act 1969 which
introduced as grounds for divorce that the marriage had irretrievably broken
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down, and the Matrimonial causes Act 1973 which introduced "quickie',

divorces. All these alrangements have contributed to the breakup of marriages and
households. Around 175,000 marriages cunently end in divorce in the uK every
year, representing one divorce in every two marriages.

Britain has the highest divorce rate in Europe. Is it surprising that on the heels
of this socially volatile situation there should be an increase in prostitution and
sexually transmitted diseases? There is only one conclusion to be drawn: this
generation has gone a-whoring. on present trends it will get worse, once
homosexuality has been fully legalised by this Parliament and itJways more fully
adopted by the nation.

The Eighth commandment: "Tlton shalt not steal." The breakdown in familv
life has resulted in rising crime. Robbery, breaking and entering/burglary have ail
increased alarmingly since the criminal Justice Act 1948 abolistred penal
servitude and corporal punishment. Since then, as charts show, crime raies in
every category have risen by as much as 40 times.

In 1900 the Police in England and Wales recorded fewer than three crimes for
every 1,000 people. By rhe 1980s it was fifty for every 1,000. Today it is twice as
much - 100 for every 1,000.

The Ninth commandment: "Thou shalt not bear false witness. . . . " Honesty,
integrity and truth-telling have all been devalued in our society. Mr. Green, in his
Jeport, gives many examples of how standards of witness have been downgraded
by recent legislation, such as the abolition of the age-old principle that the
unsworn evidence of a child of tender years must be corroborated by some other
evidence.

The Tenth commnndment: "Thou shalt not covet. . . . " The introduction of the
National Lottery and of more extensive and easy ways of betting have all
aggravated this sin in our society. The Obscene Publications Act 1977 has made
it difficult to convict pornographers. To secure a conviction the publication must
deprave or-corrupt, "taken as a whole", and there is a defence if iti publication can
be argued to be in "the public good" or "educational". There is now
overwhelming evidence linking crimes of a perverted or, violent nature with
pornographic material found in the perpetrator's home. The incidence of rapes
notified to the Police has increased from 100 per year in the 1950s to more tfran
5,000 today - in England and Wales alone. Truly, as the Bible says.. ,,evil
communications corrupt good m.anners" (l Corinthians l5:33).

Such is the moral state of our society today. It begins to resemble the state of
pagan society that St. Paul describes in Romans chapter l, a society which had not
been touched by the Gospel. Our two thousand yeari of Christian iivilisation have
been_squandered by profligate governments and by scheming and wicked people,
and through the "useful idiots" in the Churches who have co--operated with thim.
The impact of this is touching every area of the nation's life. bnly a week or so
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ago there appeared in the national press a report ofa new bishop ofthe Church of
England whose wife had gone off with a clergyman from the same diocese in
which he had served. And the next day it was reported that a well-known
evangelical preacher had left his wife and family to go and live with a young man.
What was the response of the so-called "Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement"
to this latter piece of news? They welcomed it! Its secretary, the Rev. Richard
Kirker, said: "We wish him well as he adjusts to being out of the closet and can
assure him of our full support." Here is a man who has broken marriage vows, left
his wife and children, and they rejoice in what he has done. How true are the
words of St. Paul in Romans I - not only do they do these wicked works
themselves, but they "have pleasure in them that do them". They would make
others like themselves.

But here also is another very important thing about the condition of our society
which is brought out by this survey, and it is this: the sins of which we have been
speaking are more than individual sins or even the sum of them. You can have
societies where there are many acts of wickedness, but they are committed by
individuals against good and righteous laws which exist and are upheld by
government. But the sins of which we have been speaking are more than acts of
individual wickedness and rebellion against God - they represent the structured
sin of society, corporate rebellion against God. When a law is passed by
Parliament and put on the statute book it can still be lawlessness when it is judged
by that higher Law - the Law of God. But as we have just seen, this kind of thing
has been done repeatedly throughout this century. Iniquity in our society today is
no longer the aberration of the individual, but the studied, codified, deliberate
lawlessness of a godless society. That is what makes it different in kind from what
has gone before.

We must turn now to the spiritual condition of the nation

The state of the Christian religion in this'country today is at a very low ebb.
Throughout the whole of this century the institutional Churches have been losing
ground, with membership and support in sharp decline. As nqmbers have declined
and buildings have closed, so the Churches have sought increasingly to sink their
differences of doctrine and tradition and to come together for strength and mutual
support. This has led to the attenuation and growing vacuity of the creeds and
doctrines that they once held. Liberalism has increased its hold upon the Churches
throughout this century.

The erosion of doctrine began in the last century uhder the impact of Higher
Criticism from Germany and the influence of Darwinian evolution. All the
Protestant Churches in this country, including the Church of England, succumbed
very largely to these new teachings. The effect of both Higher Criticism and
Darwinism was to undermine the Bible as an authoritative revelation from God,
and to turn it, in effect, into a mere human composition. An heroic stand was made
in the Baptist denomination against these errors, at the end of the last century, by
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c. H. spurgeon, who saw clearly where it was leading. But he had few backers
within his own denomination. Spurgeon saw the whole issue as a life and death
struggle, and in that he was right. The pity was that many of his contemporaries,
and many since, have not understood it in that way.

AT. Houghton put the matter thus in Truth Unchanged, Unchanging:"20th century evangelicals do not always realise the nature of lnJ religious
modernism, now termed liberalism, which came into vogue towards the end Jf the
last century, and which regarded Scripture in a radically different fashion from all
that preceded it. The Word was fallible; the Christ was fallible; folklore and myth
belonged to much of the sacred books; "blood theology" was primitive ind
outmoded; old things were passing away; new things must prevail in a world of
education, enlightenment and bonhomie in which every man was free to regard as
truth that which was right in his own eyes. We can but claim that events since the
days of the Downgrade have justified Spurgeon to the hilt in the protest which
he raised.

"It needs to be added that Spurgeon's protest was raised not only on doctrinal
grounds, but also because of the foolish, nonsensical and fafuous introduction into
church life of the jollities of the secular world - comic songs, humourous
recitations, dramatic performances, in short what Archibald G. Brown called .the
devil's mission of amusements'. The 1889 volume of rhe sword and rrowel
includes an extract from an American tract entitled Ecclesiastical Amusements in
which the author pours righteous scorn on all such things, whether intended as
entertainment for churchgoers or methods of raising money for Church purposes.
such developments went hand in hand witli doctiinal heresies which
characterised the Downgrade."

_ And so it has gone on. We see in that description the seeds of all which has
flourished and become a jungle growth in the modern church, shutting out the
light of revealed truth and smothering any true spirituality. This movement came
to a crescendo in the 1960s with the Bishop of woolwich's book Honest to God.
Dr' Robinson introduced his book to the public with a sensational article in the
observer newspaper in 1962 with the title: "our Image of eod Must Go". God is
not, he said, the God out there, but the God within. He is not to be thought of as
transcendent but the 'ground of our being'. John Robinson transposed iheology
illo u different key. It,set the seal upon the denial of objective revelation by
Higher Criticism and affirmed that thinking about God musi b" immanentist and
subjective. It was opposed to the supernatural framework of religion, to a
transcendent God who reveals Himself in His incarnate Son and thiough His
infallible Word. Everything is accommodated to the natural world. The Scriptures
are not from outside the circle of human thought, they are merely human iniights
into the nature of God and human discoveries about Him. Eveiything becomes
man-centred. At the height of the Honest to God controversy, Howard williams,
who was'the minister of Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, the sort of Cathedral
of the Baptist Union, wrote a small book on the side of the "new theology"
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entitled Down to Earth. "Yes." said one of his critics, "but is it from heaven?"
which I thought summed it up very well.

But if man is deprived of the oxygen of true religion, supernatural religion, in
this way, he will clutch at anything else that may provide him with a substitute. If
the Church becomes mundane and "this worldly", he will seek his messiah and
his religious fulfilment elsewhere. It is no surprise to me that political conferences
are now taking on the character of religious conventions. More than one
commentator has remarked on the fervent, religious character of the recent
Labour conference at Blackpool and the speech of the leader taking on the nature
of an evangelical crusade. This heightening of political language and fervour is a
sure sign of a nation starved of spirituality. The failure of the Churches to present
and practice true religion will mean that the party and the state will take it on, as
it did in Germany between the wars. The need of the nation is great.

The Bible has a telling expression for this state of affairs. It is described as a
lack of "vision", and by vision is meant revelation from God, communication
from the Almighty. We have it in I Samuel 3:l: "The word of the I'ord was
precious [or rare] in those days; there was no open vision. " The fountain of truth
and revelation was shut up, there were no true prophets to declare the Word of
God to the people. We find the same thing in Proverbs 29:18: "Where there is no
vision, the people perish." That is the condition we are in today, and that is
England's great need at the present time. There is no word from God. Not that we
do not have it in the Scriptures, but through wilful ignorance and rebellion the
Bible is like a sealed book. Isaiah also describes this condition for us: "For the
Lord hath poured out uponyou the spirit ofdeep sleep, and hath closedyour eyes:
the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. And the vision of all is
become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one
that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is
sealed: And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I
pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned" (Isaiah 29:lO-I2).

There is a deep sleep upon the Churches, and word of God's revelation is sealed
from them. It is there, it is true, but its meaning is sealed,from them and they
cannot read it with understanding. And the reason for this? It is given us in the
next verses: "Wherefore the Inrd said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me
with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but hnve removed their heart

far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: therefore,
behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even o
marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of theirwise men shall perish, and
the understanding oftheir prudent men shall be hid" (verses 13-14).

So here we have it. Leaders and teachers of the Church have dishonoured God.
Their religion has become a sham, and the Lord has sealed up His Word, and
withdrawn His revelation from them.

We have the same thing again in Isaiah 6:9: "And he said, Go, and tell this
people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not.
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Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heaw, and shut their eyes:
lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and'understand with ihei'r
heart, and convert, and be healed."

It is of the Lord. He has withdrawn and withholds His revelation of truth which
alone can save, because ofthe wickedness ofthe people and the disobedience of
the church and its leaders, and their despising of His truth; and because they
believe that they are wise above the word of God. But as the withholding of the
vision is of the Lord, so must be the drawing aside of the veil in His time. That is
the reason for our condition today -

And for thh reason the church's are looking in the wrong direction for the
resolving of the problem

They think it merely a human problem. In a materialistic age, people are not
interested in religion and spiritual things. So it is assumed thatihe proUtem is that
the church is not marketing religion vigorously and imaginatively enough. ,.we
have a good product" (this is how the leaders of the churches tilk todiy;, ,.we
must go out there and sell it. Bring in saatchi and saatchi, design a new logo for
the_church of England; do market research and find out what ihe people iant."
Is this not how the church of England has been thinking and speaking? Ii has even
been talking about marketing the cross as a "brand image". Tliey have not
recognised that the matter is "of the Lord", and they do not add.ess thimselves to
Him as they ought.

It is the same with our politicians, but perhaps there is more excuse for them.
They see the moral decadence of our society, ind they know that it is causing
acute social and political problems - rising crime, single mothers, the breakup oT
marriages, theft, violence, drugs - all the familiar litany of the sins that disfigure
our society' Politicians are acutely aware that the morai state of the nation has an
enormous impact upon the economy, the prosperity and the wellbeing of the
nation. They therefore seek to address these problems.

- Mr. John Major introduced his Back to Basics campaign. It got off to a flourish
of trumpets with a call to "return to traditional valuei".-But iirmediately he was
confronted by a succession of misdemeanours by members of his own party and
found himself acutely embarassed, he then did a quick rethink and announcei that
he was.not calling for a return to traditional moral values (people's morals are
their private concern) but for a return to basics in education, iuch as teaching the
three "Rs". He was not calling for a moral crusade at all, though everybody-else
thought he was, even many of Mr. Major's own colleagties. After that we did not
hear much abott Back to Basics.

In recent weeks we have heard Mr. Blair announce a similar initiative. He has
called for "a new moral purpose" in our society. He has been forced to
acknowledge the need for moral regeneration in the nation, just as those who were
in government before him were constrained to do so. without some such change
in people's behaviour, government spending on welfare cannot be contained, and
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threatens to escalate out of control. But I suspect that Mr. Blair's call will meet
with no greater success than John Major's - and I will tell you why.

The reason for the failure of government initiatives on morals is that there is a
basic ambivalence in our society about a return to traditional moral standards.
Politicians and people alike want to be rid of the ill-effects of crime and the
unwelcome consequences of moral breakdown, but at the same time they are
unwilling to forego their darling sins.

For example, in this context, there appeared a headline in the Independent
newspaper a little while back, "Crime is a threat, but adultery is not". The article
reported a poll, which showed that most people wanted the government to be hard
on crime, but at the same time they wanted no retreat from the liberalising
tendencies of the permissive society. And there is the flaw and the weakness that
prevents any real return to a moral and responsible society. There can be no return
to a moral society without metanoia, that is, repentance, a change of heart and
mind. That entails an abhorrence of all sin and a turning from it. But we cannot
do that for ourselves and by ourselves. It is no good politicians saying, "Crime

and sexual promiscuity and drug taking are bankrupting the country - we must
have a new moral purpose." It will not happen. No more than Sampson could say,
after the source of his extraordinary strength was gone, " I will go out as at other
times before, and shake myself". He could not, for "he wist not that the lnrd was
departed from him" . This thing, as I have said, is "of the Lord", and if we address
ourselves to man and to society we go to the wrong place. We are cut off from the
revelation of God's truth. As long as God's Word is a closed book to our nation
there is nothing that can be done.

"Where there is no vision, the people perish" - left to themselves without the
law of God and the truth of God - that must inevitably happen. Commentators
link these words from the Book of Proverbs with the experience of the Israelites
in the wildemess, when Moses went up into the Mount to speak with God and to
receive from Him the revelation of the Law. the Ten Commandments. While he
was in the Mount the people prevailed upon Aaron to make a calf of gold like the
gods they had seen in Egypt. They then bowed down and wprshipped it after the
manner of the heathen. They made themselves naked and ran wild in immoral
excess. All this happened in the absence of Moses and of the revelation of God's
Word and Law.

The Bible teaches that man's nature is fallen and depraved. That is something
that modern man will not accept. Indeed, many teachers and preachers in the
Churches will not accept it, but regard it as a myth. But the Bible teaches quite
clearly that man, left to himsell will do wickedly. He needs the revelation of
God's truth and grace to restrain him and deliver him from himself. Without that
revelation he is lost. This is where modern man, having wilfully rejected Scripture
and cut himself off from God, has gone wrong. He has dismissed the Bible
teaching of the Fall of Man as mythology and believes that at bottom man is good.
Left to himself he will do what is right and good. This is the l8th century doctrine
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of the innocent savage. Modern educational theory has been based upon it. The
child must not be instructed but left alone to discover. Dr. Rhodes Boyson, who
sought to combat these methods, wrote:

"Children in such schools and classes were liberated to arrogant, self-destruc-
tive ignorance, with little or no pattern of work, learning or self-control. . . . It was
a strange denial of the doctrine of original sin by a naive belief in the purity and
goodness of the child, who was deemed to need no training in consideration for
others, and for society as a whole, nor in respect for leaming itself."

With these doctrines forming opinion for the last fifty years and more in our
schools and universities, it is surely no surprise that we are in our present
miserable and godless condition.

But as I have said, this thing is of the Lord. Politicians and Churchmen cannot
effect any deliverance of our society from its present state. They must go first of
all to Him, and acknowledge that they have been wrong, that they have despised
His Word and put it behind their backs.

Just over a hundred years ago a very significant book was written, entitled
Darkest England and the Way Out.Its author was William Booth, the founder of
the Salvation Army. The social conditions in this country at that time were ones
of great deprivation and poverty. People were living in the most dreadful
conditions in the great cities. Yet he saw clearly that the only way to a lasting
work was not merely to ameliorate the social conditions, but to save men's souls.
No effective work could be done without that. I was very sorry to see a letter in
The Times not long ago, from a Salvation Army officer, saying that the policy of
the Army today is not to seek to change people spiritually. I hope that is not true.
If it is, it stands on its head the policy of the founder who said: "No amount of
assistance will give a jelly-fish a backbone. No amount of outside propping up
will make a man stand erect. All material help from without is useful only so far
as it develops moral strength from within. . . . To change the nature of the
individual, to get at the heart, to save his soul, is the only real lasting method of
doing him any good."

And today we are still living in "darkest England", but we do not seem to know
the way out! Materially the condition of people today in England has changed.
There is none of that grinding poverty of a hundred years ago. A person today,
even on the lowest income, would be counted rich by the standards of those times,
but the spiritual need of our country is as great ar ever. The only thing that can
meet that need is the revealed Word of God. Man needs that revelation to curb and
restrain and regenerate his fallen nature. . .

The Law of God, the Ten Commandments, have three uses:
First, to restrain the wickedness of man's nature in his unconverted state. That

is why every society needs the Law of God on which to model its life, and it needs
appropriate penalties for the breaking of the law. Modern society refuses to
recognise that man's nature is fallen and is reluctant to impose restraints. And that
is the root cause of its moral chaos and mounting crime.
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Secondly, the Law of God is needed, as St. Paul says, to act as a tutor to
bring men to christ. The Ten Commandments, understood spiritually and not
merely in the letter, convict man of the sinfulness of his heart before God, and
reveal to him his utter inability by himself to keep God's Law and to satisfy God's
standard of righteousness. 'Man's best is not good enough for God." So the Law,
if it is faithfully preached and taught, performs the service of pointing man, of
leading him, from himself to Christ as his only righteousness. "l had not known
sln, " says St. Paul, "but by the law, ",' and again, "Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith"
(Galatians 3:24).

And the third use of the Law is to be a rule of life for the converted - saved -
man to follow. when he repents and believes in Jesus, it is because he has been
given a new nature, and he is given a desire to walk in the ways of God and to
keep His commandments. He loves God's Law and embraces it as his rule of life,
not to be justified by it (for Christ has redeemed and justified him) but for the
sanctification of his nature, for holiness of life.

So to bring this address to a conclusion: there can be no moral regeneration of
our society without a change of heart, without repentance towards God for
contempt of His word and commandments. The revelation of God's truth will
continue to be withheld from us unless there is heartfelt repentance, a willingness
to acknowledge what has been wrong and to turn from it. First, the churches and
the Churches' leaders will need to humble themselves and confess that they have
been wrong to sit in judgment upon the Bible instead of obeying it; that they have
been false shepherds and have deprived the flock of its pasture in the Scriptures.
Unless there is such a humbling before God there can be no remedy, and the
spiritual need and poverty of the nation will continue, and things will get worse.
For "where there is no vision, the people perish".

The old humanistic, secular nostrums have failed, and simply more of the
same will do nothing to redeem the situation. You cannot bring a corpse to
life by rubbing and chafing it - which is all that the eiforts of spiritually
ignorant politicians and Church leaders are doing. The moral condition of our
society is beyond the reach of such do-gooders. The need of the nation is much
greater than that now, it is for scriptural truth, for new spiritual light and life and
power that only the word of God can supply. There must, therefore, be what the
Bible calls a true metanoia - literally "a change of mind", real repentance. There
must be a 180 degree turn in our society. The old humanistic and secular
assumptions must be abandoned and the teaching of the Bible put in their place.
And unless that is done there is no hope. "Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish." And until this is done, witness must be borne to these things by the
minority who know them to be true. And they must not be ashamed to be that
remnant in a godless age.
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The last great moral reformation in this country bears this out. The beginning
of the l8th century was a time of great ineligion and immorality, when Deists
mocked at the Bible and the people lived much as they chose. But a remnant
mourned over the godlessness and the brutishness of the nation. A degree of moral
seriousness was restored, not by well-meaning individuals seeking to pull the
nation up by its own boot-straps, but by the accession of spiritual and moral
power through the revival of religion. The whole tone of this country was changed
b1' the end of the 18th century.

It is not a bad thing that the Back to Basics effort failed. Let the nation learn
that it cannot do this thing; that it cannot whenever it chooses, and to suit its
own convenience (because the consequences of crime and fecklessness are
disagreeable and expensive), decide that it would like to have a little morality. Let
people learn that they are powerless in this matter. Let them come and humble
themselves before God, and mourn and weep over their sins, and call upon Him
for mercy. That surely isthe only message - the prophetic message for our Church
leaders and our political leaders. There is no other way. Righteousness must be
sought/or its own sake, not because we would be better off if it prevailed - but
that would indeed be the case - for "Righteousness exaheth a nation: but sin is a
reproach to any people".

- a -

"He Will Not Fail Thee"
Deuteronomy 3l:8

wE HAVE HERE a gracious pledge and assurance with which to enter the New
Year. Here also is one of those exceeding great and precioup promises given for
our encouragement.

This promise was originally given to Joshua when entering on his hard and
perilous enterprise. Moses'work was finished and he was about to hand over the
reins of office to Joshua, a man very conscious of his own inadequacy and
weakness. Joshua, years before, had belonged to a bold minority. He had been one
of the twelve spies sent to spy out the Promised Land. He and Caleb did not
underestimate the difficulties ahead but spoke with confidence for the Israelites to
take canaan. The people, however, listened to the opinion of the majority and
Joshua and Caleb were silenced under threat of being stoned.

Joshun was now to be entrusted with a great task because he had shown himself
faithful.It is not difficult to imagine the shrinking and the timidity with which he
must have viewed his task. In handing over the care of the nation to the younger
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man, Moses is generous in his encouragement. Joshua need not fear to cross the
Jordan and face the conflicts of Canaan. The people may fail him, as they
subsequently did, but he could rely entirely on he faithfulness of God. He, who
had been Moses' strength, in all the ups and downs of the wilderness life, would
prove all-sufficient for his successor in all the difficulties ahead.

Joshua, conscious of his deficiencies and aware of what lay ahead, found that
this promise put new heart into him. Years later, when he too came to lay down
his task, acknowledged that "not one thing hath failed" of all that the Lord had
promised (Joshua 23:14).

How often when confronted by the greatness of some task have we proved that
God is both able and faithful? How often have we failed when entrusted with
some task only to find that He is unfailing. "He abideth faithful: he cannot
deny himself."

God will not fail those who trust in Him. When David went forth to meet
Goliath he expressed his confidence in the living God. God honoured that
confidence. He did not fail him. God stands pledged by His own word of promise
not to fail those who trust in Him. The Bible reminds us that "it is better to trust
in the Lord than to put confidence in man" (Psalm ll8:8).

The Lord will never turn His back upon His people. Friends sometimes let
us down - perhaps through no fault of their own - but He will never fail or
forsake us.

He will not fail us if our trust is in Him. He will not fail to beStow His strength.
In ourselves we are weak. We are often made to feel our helplessness. We shrink
from the duties which lie before us, we often feel unfit for the labours of the day.
The Lord, howeveq has promised that "they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength. . . . " (Isaiah 40:31). TheApostle, too, assures us that "He is able
to make all grace abound toward us".

He will not fail to guide and direct as. We frequently need guidance, we know
not which way to go or what course to take, or what answer to give to some
request. We are told "in all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall direct thy
paths" (Proverbs 3:6). He leads his people by the right way but it is only
sometimes in looking back we realise the wisdom of His pl6ns.

He will not fail to fuffil his promises. The Bible assures us that "He is faithful
that promised". We may rely with confidence on His Word. What He has
promised He is able also to perform. His character as the faithful God and His
unlimited power secure the fulfilment of all His promises.

Here in our text is a wellspring of comfort. He will not fail us in the strain and
stress of life. His resources are inexhaustible, they never fail.

Here is comfort for the future. we often have gloomy forebodirtgs concerning
the future, we know not what lies ahead, but He will never fail us. If during the
year ahead you are called to walk alone, He will be your Companion in your
solitude. whatever happens we iue never completely friendless or alone. The days
may change, but He is still the same.
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He will not fail because He is unchanging, all that He was yesterday He is
today. All that He had been, He will forever be. He will not fail us in life with
all its problems, difficulties, perplexities and disappointments. He will not fail
us at the last, for even death cannot separate the believer from the Lord. "He will
not fail thee."

"He who has helped me hitherto,
Will help me all my journey through,
And give me daily cause to raise,
New Ebenezers to His praise."

M.H.

- a -

The Shadows of the Good Things
that Were to Come

JACK SEATON ( lnverness)

THE OVERALL TITLE of our study is looking to our Lord Jesus christ, as He
is set out in the Old Testament Scriptures in type and in shadow, and as an
introduction I want to direct you to Exodus Chapter 28. Here we have the
sarments the Children of Israel provided for the High priest, a prophetic pointer
to things which would come to their fulness in the Lord Jesus Christ. One of the
positions Christ holds towards His people as the Saviour is the great High Priest
of our profession, and the only way we can look upon christ as such is by looking
back into the old Testament Scriptures, and the high priests who were in God's
appointed will. We cannot consider Christ as being a High Priest by looking to the
priesthood of some of the Church bodies today, or into the beathen nations, to
draw out what we are to know.

THE HIGH PRIESTLY OFFICE

There were two sides to the old high priestly work and there are two sides to the
priestly work that our Lord Jesus Christ has accomplishdd, and is accomplishing,
on behalf of His people. The high priest of Israel was ordained to offer sacrifices,
first for himself, because he was a sinful man, and then for the sins of the people.
This he did especially on the great day of atonement. on the morning of that day
he went to the altar that stood in the courtyard of the tabernacle and slew the
prescribed sacrifices, and with some of the blood went into the presence of God
in the Holy of Holies of the tabernacle, sprinkling the blood on the ground and on
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the Mercy Seat. In doing that, in God's grace and mercy, he brought down a
blessing upon the nation, obtaining atonement for the sins of the people. As he
stood in the presence of God he entered into the second side of the work, making
intercession on the behalf of the people. When Christ ascended the hill of Calvary
and gave Himself up to the death of the cross, we see our day of atonement
perfectly fulfilled in Christ Jesus our Saviour. The Word of God tells us this man,
our Lord Jesus Christ, after He had made one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down
at the right hand of God, and there Christ still pursues His High Priestly work,
making intercession on our behalf.

The Epistle to the Hebrews says: "For Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us" (Hebrews 9:24). We are told He
sympathises with us, He bears with us. "Seeing then that we have a great high
priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin" (Hebrews 9:14, 15), says the Apostle, as he looks back to all the old high
priests. "But this man, because he continueth eveq hath an unchangeable
priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Hebrews
7:24-25) All that the high priest did our Lord Jesus Christ does to perfection. The
old high priest passed into that symbolic presence of God making intercession on
behalf of the people, and Christ has passed into glory having now made the
sacrifice of Himself on the cross. It is that interceding work of our Lord's High
Priestly work I want us to think about.

Paul, writing to the Hebrews says: "Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the
heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ
Jesus" (Hebrews 3:l). one thing we must keep in mind is that Israel's religion was
God given, not something that came into the heart of Moses and others, but revealed
by God, and every detail had a purpose for those people, pointing us up to Jesus
Christ the Saviour. That is why we have all the specific instructions that had to be
followed. when making the tabernacle God told Moses, "See, saith he, that thou
make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount" (Hebrews
8:5), and every part of the clothing was God given for a reason, for they were to be
holy garments in which Aaron and his sons carried out the work of the priesthood.

The ephod and the breastplate had the same purpose but with a variation. The
ephod was a loose sleeveless coat, as when a tailor cuts out two identical sides of
a garment. It was belted together at the waist by that curious girdle and held
together at the shoulders with two clasps. on the two clasps were two onyx stones
on which was engraved the twelve names of the tribes of the children of Israel.
The breastplate of judgment was not like a soldier wears, it was a pouch on which
there were another twelve semi-precious stones, also engraved with the names of
the twelve tribes. when the high priest entered into the presence of God he was
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rcprcsenting the people before the Lord their God. Not one tribe was missing but
according to their age their names were to be engraved on the stones. "And thou
shalt put the two stones upon the shoulders of the ephod for stones of memorial
unto the children of Israel: and Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord
upon his two shoulders for a memorial" (Exodus 28:12). "And Aaron shall bear
the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his
heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the Lord
continually" (Exodus 28:29).

Another curious piece was called the Urim and the Thummim. It is generally
accepted these two polished stones, one white and the other black, were placed
within the purse or pouch, the breastplate of judgment, and in this position were
said to be upon Aaron's heart. We read: "And thou shalt put in the breastplate of
judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron's heart, when
he goeth in before the Lord: and Aaron shall bear the judgement of the children
of Israel upon his heart before the Lord continually" (Exodus 28:30). The purpose
was not judgmental but for guiding the people, rather like the casting of the lot.
The mitre was worn on the head, resembling a turban, with a golden plate hung at
the front with blue cord engraved with gold letters "holiness to the Lord". The
mitre spelled out man's great problem and God's great remedy, namely that God
is a holy God and we are not a holy people, and there is no way anyone will ever
stand in the presence of a holy God unless God Himself provides a way. "And

thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a
signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it
may be upon the mitre; upon the forefront of the mitre it shall be. And it shall be
upon Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, which
the children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall be always
upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord" (Exodus 28:36-38).
The last few words give us the key of God's arrangement - "it shall be always
upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord." Aaron was not
holy, but in the capacity of high priest the people were accepted in him, standing
in the presence of God.

The robe of the ephod - and that is exactly what it was - went right down to the
floor at Aaron's feet, and around its hem there was to be sewn a little bell and an
embroidered pomegranate. A curious arrangement but a precious purpose. "And it
shall be upon Aaron to minister: and his sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto
the holy place before the Lord, and when he cometh out, that he die not" (Exodus
28:35).Israel's high priest, having made the sacrifice on the day of atonement goes
into the presence of God on the behalf of the people. As he is carrying out his
ministrations, moving about, the people can hear the sound of the bells and they
know that their high priest is alive in the presence of God. "Holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the High Priest of your profession"
(Hebrews 3:l);look back to what God had ordained the high priesr to be and to do,
and see what Christ is for us as the great High Priest of our profession.
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CHRIST INTERCBDES FOR US

There are heights and depths of that interceding work we will never know about
this side of eternity. Does He speak in the presence of God or pray as He prayed
on earth? Perhaps in eternity we will know the answer, but whatever He does it is
done effectually, to perfection, and for our blessing. In Hebrews 9:24, Paul is
speaking about the fulness of new covenant things in contrast to the old covenant
things: "For Christ is not entered into the holy places", that is the tabernacle made
with hands, "which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us", and the old high priest stood in the presence
of God appearing for those people.

What does it mean, "Christ now appears in the presence of God for us"? There
is an active and a passive picture presented here. John speaks about an Advocate,
the one sacrifice for our sins, so the people of God will never come into
condemnation, but we still have the problem of ongoing sin. John continues in the
1st chapter of his epistle, if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, we do
not deceive anyone else, and the truth is not in us. Worse than that, we make God
a liar. "My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not" (l John
2:l). We should not sin (alas we do), but we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous. He makes no excuses for us, simply pleads his own
righteousness. Picture Aaron, the high priest, standing in the presence of God,
holiness to the Lord, and the people accepted in him, but as he stood in their
presence representing them, God was pleased to deal with them. That in fulness
is seen when our Lord Jesus Christ appears for us in that active sense in the
presence of God. He has made the legal payment once for our sins but He ever
lives to plead the merit of that payment applied to our souls.

What do we do when we sin? Look within ourselves? Do not do that! Examine
yourself by all means and see how you have sinned, but get your eyes on Christ
as your great High Priest, pleading the merits of His blood for the pardon of your
sin and the strengthening of your soul against sinning again. You must look to
Christ as your High Priest appearing in the presence of God for you. The old
hYmn saYs: 

. . t ' r -- ,  6 .'When Satan tempts me to despair,
And tells me of the guilt within;

$il *"1 Jx";*;t' "T:, ifr :l; ::'
That is the God given arrangement and if it held good in the type and shadow it
comes to its glorious fulfilment in Jesus Christ the Saviour, Christ did not come
into His High Priestly office until the cross, for although it was always in
prospect, it was only then He fully came into the office of our High Priest, but
there are foreshadowings of it. r f

. To BE CoxnNuBo o
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Restoration and Service
ALEXANDER STEWART, D.D. ( 1 870-1 937)

THE FItTY-FIRST PSALM reflects the state of David's soul after he had
committed his great transgression. The sin of a child of God is the most heinous
of all iniquities, and, as usually happens in such cases, David's declension was
rnarked by various complications, which not only aggravated his personal guilt,
but directly affected the lives of other people. When he came to himself, he
became conscious of an overwhelming feeling of loss, and, as he pours out his
heart in supplication to God, his sense of spiritual bankruptcy comes vividly to
lrght. He has lost his peace, and he prays for forgiveness; he has lost his purity,
and he cries for cleansing; he has lost his joy, and he pleads for its restoration; he
has lost his power, and he craves for its renewal. And to these accumulated
supplications he attaches a moving plea. "Restore unto me the joy of thy
salvation," he cries, "and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach
Fansgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee." The word
"then" in the second of these sentences, which has been rightly supplied by our
ranslators, is the link between David's prayer and David's purpose. His purpose
was to teach the ways of God to erring men, and as an essential condition of
success in this form of effort he prays for the restoration of his forfeited
possessions. The words, accordingly, set before us the abiding connection
between spiritual health and effective service. The condition mentioned by the
Psalmist is twofold.

I

The first is the recovery of lost Joy. When a believer falls into sin he loses the joy
of salvation. He cannot rejoice so long as he has a guilty conscience - unless,
indeed, his conscience is hardened through continuance in wrongdoing, in which
case, of course, his satisfactions are of the flesh and not of the-Spirit. He may pray
and he may weep; but he cannot sing. For sin obscures the evidence of his
sonship; intemrpts his fellowship with God; robs him of his peace of conscience;
dries up the wells of spiritual refreshment; and brings upon him chastisement
from the hand of the Lord. All these calamities happened to David. He lost the
conscious possession of his privileges as a son of God, and he was also smitten
with the rod of affliction. "And it came to pass on the seventh day that the child
died" - that is the brief but poignant story of his chastisement. In this 51st Psalm
he speaks of his broken bones. That was how he felt - crushed, mangled, sore -
*'hen the stroke of affliction had fallen upon him. A Christian who gives way to
sin need not expect to escape chastisement. God, if need be, will break every bone
in his body in order to bring him to his right mind. But it is the hand of infinite
Love that will do the breaking.

27
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What, it may be asked, is the connection between a sense of joy and
effectiveness of service? It has to be recognised, of course, that success in God's
work is not dependent on the emotions of the worker. Sometimes a message
delivered in a despondent mood has been a word of life to some at least of those
to whom it has been addressed; the anguish of the sinner has made the music of
the strain. It remains true, however, that the joy of the Lord is often the strength
of the man who endeavours to teach the ways of God to transgressors. For one
thing a glad heart tneans a radiant life, and the radiance of happiness, as well as
of holiness, exercises an attractive influence, and reinforces the appeal of the
spoken word. The testimony of George Muller of Bristol on this matter is worthy
of consideration. In this saintly man's Autobiography we find these words: "I saw
more clearly than ever that the first great and primary matter to which I ought to
attend every day was to have my soul happy in the Lord . . . and how my inner
man might be nourished. For I might seek to benefit believers, I might seek to
relieve the distressed, I might in other ways, seek to behave myself as it becomes
a child of God in this world; and yet, not being happy in the Lord, and not being
nourished and strengthened in my inner man day by day, all this might not be
attended to in a right spirit." He declares that the method which he found most
effective in producing this frame of mind was the reading of the Word of God and
meditation on it, an exercise, he adds, which "turned almost immediately more or
less into prayer".

For another thing, a glad heart means ready lips. The man who possesses the
joy of salvation is filled with a desire to share the great secret with others. He
longs to tell out the good news; a glad necessity is laid upon him to teach the ways
of the Lord to transgressors; the new wine of the Kingdom of God so warms his
heart that he even feels constrained to sing his message. And, finally, a glad heart
means a courageous spirit. Under the influence of Christian joy the believer is not
afraid to speak. The barriers of natural reserve and timidity are swept away by the
tide of a transfiguring emotion, and he is not intimidated by reproach or ridicule
or opposition.

II

The second condition mentioned by the Psalmist is the restoration of lost Power.
"Uphold me," he prays, "with thy free Spirit." He had lost the strength of his
spiritual manhood, and was so enfeebled in soul that he could neither walk nor
stand upright. He was conscious therefore of his need of the inward strengthening
of the Spirit of God. It is this heavenly endowment that constitutes the final
condition of success in the work of the Lord. When the Holy Spirit is grieved
through a believer's disloyalty, He suspends His operations and withdraws His
sustaining presence; and the result is impotence of soul and failure of effort. Of
course, a man's natural resources may carry him far in maintaining the appearance
of achievement. He may continue to be moving in eloquence, skilful in reasoning,
forceful in warning, and impressive in appeal; but there is something lacking, a
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rital something, which makes all the difference between failure and success.
That secret power is lacking which drives the message home, awakening the
.-onscience, melting the heart, and conquering the will. It is the quickening might
of the Holy Spirit that effects the miracle of regeneration, and so long as that
miracle does not happen, a sinner will not truly turn unto the Lord.

The 5lst Psalm tells us how David found again that peace and power which he
had lost. He manifested a deep and sincere repentance, confessing his sin without
reservation, supplicating God's mercy with earnestness of entreaty, and turning
his feet again into the way of obedience. That still remains the only way of
restoration for an ening believer and the only way of acceptance for an awakened
iinner. And the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ will not withhold His
rrrrcy from any who so seek His face.

III

The plea which the Psalmist advances in support of his petition is deeply moving.
\\'hen he is restored, he urges, he will teach transgressors the ways of God,
and sinners shall be converted unto Him. The words both describe a result and
express a resolve. Regarded as a result they declare that when the penitent is filled
*'ith joy he cannot but speak, and when he is endued with power he cannot but
achieve. Understood as a resolve, they set forth what he sets before himself as the
rupr€me purpose of his twice-delivered soul. He will speak about God to his
fellows; he must show forth His lovingkindness; it will be impossible for him to
keep silence. This is always the desire of the man whose captivity God has turned.
He longs to commend to others the grace that has so richly abounded to himself;
ro teach them God's way of life, which is by faith in Jesus Christ, and God's way
of living, which is by obedience to His will. And when he speaks, there will be a
new note in his message - the note of compassion and sympathy as well as of
humility and conviction. Blessed are they whose experience has begotten this
Christlike resolve.

The Blessed Hope
ISA A.  BUCKLEY

WHATA GREAT JoY it is to read how wonderfully the old restament promises
concerning the first coming of the Lord Jesus Christ were fulfilled at His birth,
and in His life and ministry, His death and resurrection.

How these stars of promise must have gleamed down through the long years,
cheering the hearts of the Old Testament believers as they prayed and waited for
the Promised One.
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However, the vast majority forgot or ignored these promises of God, choosing
instead the false and fashionable religions of their own time. But there was always
a faithful remnant looking for Him in faith and hope and love.

Then "when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son"
(Galatians 4:4).T\e angels sang, the star shone, the shepherds worshipped, the
wise men brought their gifts, the remnant rejoiced, and Herod murdered the
children. It is always so, and is still today. "He came unto his own, and his own
received him not" (John 1:11).

How few in our own land today have any thought of God, of Christ, of sin and
judgment to come. "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God" (John l:12). So the Gospel has come to you and to me
in all its wonderful power and blessing. How thankful we should be for so
glorious a gift as we have in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

We do not know what the coming year will hold for us personally, nor yet for
our nation and the world. But the stars of promise still shine!The Lord Jesus
Christ is coming again! "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. . . . I go to prepare aplace foryou. . . . I will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14:1-3).
"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven . . . and the dead in Christ shall
rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord" (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). "I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you
these things in the churches. . . . He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Revelation 22:16,2O). Christ
is coming! Chrtst is coming! Christ is coming!

Because we know He will keep His promise, and in spite of all we see and
hear around us of sin and evil, because Christ is coming,I wish you a happy and
blessed New Year.

"Christ is coming! let creation
From her groans and travail cease,'- D
Let the glorious proclamation 

'

Hope restore, and faith increase.
Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Come, Thou blessed Prince of peace.

With that blessed hope before us,,
Let no harp remain unstrung,
Let the mighty advent chorus
Onward roll on ev'ry tongue,
Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come."

.t

.t

J. R. MacDuff
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The Personality of the Holy Spirit
J. C. RYLE

"If I lwd not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they
h,ave no cloke for their sin. He that hateth me hateth my Father also.
If I had not done among them the worl<s which none other man did,

they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated
both me and my Father

But this cotneth to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their
Iaw, They hated me without a cause.

But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Fathe\
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Fathe4

he shall testify of me: And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have
been with me from the beginning" (John 15:22-27).

IN THESE VERSES our Lord Jesus Christ handles three subjects of great
importance. They are difficult subjects, no doubt, subjects on which we may
easily fall into error. But the words before us throw much light upon them.

We should observe, for one thing, how our Lord speaks of the rnisuse of
religious privileges.It intensifies man's guilt, and will increase his condemnation.
He tells His disciples that if He had not "spoken" and "done" among the Jews
things which none ever spoke or did before, "they had not had sin". By this, we
must remember, He means, "they had not been so sinful and guilty as they are
now". But now they were utterly without excuse. They had seen Christ's works,
and heard Christ's teaching, and yet remained unbelieving. What more could be
done for them? Nothing - absolutely nothing! They wilfully sinned against the
clearest possible light, and were of all men most guilty.

Let us settle it down as a first principle in our religion, that religious privileges
are in a certain sense very dangerous things. If they do not hqlp us toward heaven,
they will only sink us deeper into hell. They add to our responsibility. "To

whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required" (Luke 12:48). He that
dwells in a land of open Bibles, and constantly hears the Gospel preached, and yet
dreams that he will stand in the judgment day on the same level with an untaught
Chinese, is fearfully deceived. He will find to his own cost, except he repents, that
his judgment will be according to his light. The mere fact that he had knowledge
and did not improve it, will of itself prove one of his greatest sins. "He that knew
his Master's will and did it not, shall be beaten with many stripes" (Luke 1247).

Well would it be for all professing Christians in Britain if this point was more
thoroughly considered! Nothing is more common than to hear men taking comfort
in the thought that they "know" what is right, while at the same time they are
evidently unconverted, and unfit to die. They rest in that unhappy phrase, "We

3 l
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know it, we know it", as if knowledge could wash away all their sins - forgetting
that the devil has more knowledge than any of us, and yet is no better for it! Let
the buming words of our Lord, in the passage now before us, sink down into our
hearts, and never be forgotten: "If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had
not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin." To see light and not use it,
to possess knowledge and yet not turn it to account, to be able to say "I know",
and yet not to say "I believe", will place us at the lowest place on Christ's left
hand in the great day of judgment.

We should observe, for another thing, in these verses, how our Lord spealcs of
the Holy Ghost.

He speaks of Him as a Person. He is "the Comforter" who is to come; He is
One "sent" and "proceeding"; He is One whose office it is to "testify". These are
not words that can be used of a mere influence or inward feeling. So to interpret
them is to contradict common sense, and to strain the meaning of plain language.
Reason and fairness require us to understand that it is a personal Being who is
here mentioned, even He whom we are justly taught to adore as the third Person
in the blessed Trinity.

Again, our Lord speaks of the Holy Ghost as One whom He "will send from
the Father", and One "who proceedeth from the Father". These are deep sayings,
no doubt, so deep that we have no line to fathom them. The mere fact that for
centuries the Eastern and Western Churches of Christendom have been divided
about their meaning should teach us to handle them with modesty and reverence.
One thing, at all events, is very clear and plain. There is a close and intimate
connection between the Spirit, the Father, and the Son. Why the Holy Ghost
should be said tobe sent by the Son, and to proceed from the Father, in this verse,
we cannot tell. But we may quietly repose our minds in the thought expressed in
an ancient creed, that "In this Trinity none is afore or after other: none is greater
or less than another". "Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy
Ghost." Above all, we may rest in the comfortable truth that in the salvation of
our souls all three Persons in the Trinity equally co-operate. It was God in Trinity
who said, "Let us create", and it is God in Trinity who says, "Let us save".

For ever let us take heed to our doctrine about the Holy Spirit. Let us make sure
that we hold sound and scriptural views of His nature, His Person, and His
operations. A religion which entirely leaves Him out, and gives Him no place, is
far from uncommon. Let us beware that such a religion is not ours. "Where is the
Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ?" should be the first testing question about our
Christianity. "Where is the Holy Ghost?" should be the second question. Let us
take good heed that the work of the Spirit is not so buried under extravagant views
of the Church, the ministry, and the sacraments, that the real Holy Ghost of
scripture is completely put out of sight. "If any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of his" (Romans 8:9). No religion deserves to be called scriptural and
apostolic in which the work of the Spirit does not stand forth prominently, and
occupy a principal place.
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We should observe, lastly, in these verses, how our Lord speaks of the special
ofrce of the Apostles. They were to be His witnesses in the world. "Ye also shall
bear witness."

The expression is singularly instructive and full of meaning. It taught the
eleven what they must expect their portion to be so long as they lived. They would
have to bear testimony to facts which many would not believe, and to truths which
the natural heart would dislike. They would often have to stand alone - a few
against many, a little flock against a great multitude. None of these things must
move them. They must count it no strange thing to be persecuted, hated, opposed,
and discredited. They must not mind it. To witness was their grand duty, whether
men believed them or not. So witnessing, their record would be on high, in God's
book of remembrance; and so witnessing, sooner or later, the Judge of all would
give them a crown of glory that fadeth not away (l Peter 5:4).

Let us never forget, as we leave this passage, that the position of the Apostles
is that which, in a certain sense, every true Christian must fill, as long as the world
stands. We must not be ashamed to stand up for Christ's cause, to speak out for
Christ, and to persist in maintaining the truth of Christ's Gospel. Wherever we
live, in town or in country, in public or in private, abroad or at home, we must
boldly confess our Master on every opportunity. So doing, we shall walk in the
steps of the Apostles, though at a long interval. So doing, we shall please our
Master, and may hope at last that we shall receive the Apostles'reward.

- a -

Book Reviews
Practical Religion. J. C. Ryle. The Banner of Tluth Thust. S5.95.

It is heart-warming to see another reprint from the works of J. C. Ryle. Old Paths
was reviewed in the July/August issue, now we welcome"the republication of
Practical Religion. This volume contains 31 papers dealing with "the daily duties
and dangers, experiences and privileges of all who call themselves Christians".
Here are some of the titles: Self Enquiry;Self Examination; Reality; Prayer; Bible
Reading; the World; Sickness; and Eternity - enough to whet the appetite of all
who love the Lord and His Word.

By Practical Religion Ryle meant "a religion which sets those who practise it
free to work. Not so that they might be saved, but because they were." As with all
his writings, this is grounded in the Bible, the Articles and the leading divines of
the Reformation and Puritan period. In the Preface, Ryle states: "After 40 years of
Bible reading and praying, meditation and theological study, I find myself
clinging more tightly than ever to Evangelical Religion and more than ever
satisfied with it. It wears well. It stands the fire." These papers are written from
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that conviction and in the plain, pointed, Anglo Saxon style, and with the homely
vigour to which we have become accustomed. I first came across Ryle's works
many years ago and I have been profoundly thankful to God that I did.

First published in 1878 when Ryle was vicar of Stradbroke, Practical Religion
is amazingly applicable in these latter days of the second millennium. It is
beautifully produced, a pleasure to handle, and at f,5.95 is a treasure not to

E.A.S.be missed.

The Ministry we Need. Richard Baxter. Grace Publications. f3.95.

A reviewer does not have the means to buy all the latest translations of the Bible,
so all that can be said is that whilst one or two quotations are recognizably NIV
others seem "homeborn". Ephesians l:12 on page 3l should read 2:12. This
paperback acknowledges that it is based on Brown's 1829 abridgment of Baxter's
550 page Gildas Salvianus or The Reformed Pastori which was in an attacking,
repetitive preaching style, intended for (abbreviated) delivery at a day of personal
humiliation and earnest prayer of the Worcester Puritan clergy. Fragile health
stopped Baxter attending that day, but all his life it made him daily aware of the
brevity, uncertainty, and hence urgency, of his.

Baxter's spirit is admirably fitted to Paul's farewell to the Ephesian elders in
Acts 20. It is the heart cry of a man whose own ministry, in spite of his faults, was
greatly honoured of God. He searches out the sins of ministers: our pride, lack of
unreserved commitment, dull serrnons and failure to "follow-up". How serious
judgment will be on us who are entrusted with oversight of the flock of God. He
pleads the need to give ourselves to evangelise and catechise, from house to
house, personally. His words are well reasoned, unmistakable, and practical.

"If God would but reform the minister, and set them on their duties zealously
and faithfully, the people would certainly be reformed" (i.e., "recalled to faithful
service and hold the doctrines of grace"). "All Churches either rise or fall as the
ministry doth rise or fall (not in riches or worldly grandeur) but in knowledge,
zeal and ability for their work." So wrote Baxter of Kidderminster in his
Autobiography. E.M.

A Son is Revealed. Discovering Christ in the Gospel of Mark, Harry
Uprichard. Evangelical Press. pp. 160. S5.95.

The author, from Ahoghill in Co. Antrim, is well known for his illuminating
ministry of the Word of God, also for his interest in music, including activity with
male voice choirs.

Mr. Uprichard's book researches Mark's Gospel with enthusiasm and he has
telling chapters on six main aspects of the revealed Messiah. It is refreshing to
read of the author's familiarity with the Shorter Catechism and Scottish
Paraphrases. The book is suitable for individual and collective study. J.C.
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Why Y2K? What the Millennium is Really all About. John Blanchard.
Evangelical Press. pp. 128. 92.95.
The author served in the Registrar General's office in Guernsey for 13 years and
he illustrates how useful that experience was when writin g Why Y2K? T\e early
chapters are informative about world-wide preparations for the Millennium - and
rhe cost of it!

John Blanchard has a gripping way of getting truth across and his ten chapters
are challenging as he tells what the real meaning of the Year 2000 can be to those
who learn from the Bible what God's pulposes are in Christ Jesus.

This book will be helpful to those who may be preparing a focal point in church
presentation of the Millennium. 

J.C.

whatever Happened to the Ten commandrnents? Ernest c. Reisenger. The
Banner ofTbuth Thust. pp. 112. S3.50.
Ignorance of, and even opposition to, the absolute standard for human behaviour
found in the Ten Commandments is seen in every area of life.

The Pastor Emeritus of Grace Baptist church in cape coral, Florida, draws
extensively on the neglected Larger Catechism of the Westminster Assembly as
he portrays the scope of each of the Commandments. one of the great strengths
of this book is the quotation of Scripture to show the duties required and the sins
forbidden by each of the Commandments.

The author asks, Who can lay his own character side by side with the tablets of
divine precepts without at once being convinced that he has fallen far short of that
holy standard of righteousness? our comeliness utterly fades away when the
Commandments shine their spiritual light on us. on the other hand, a proper use
of the Law will make a person always hold tenaciously to salvation by grace alone.

This book should be a "must" for church libraries. 
J.C.

Heaven is a Far Better Place (what the Bibte Teaches About Heaven).
Eryf Davies. Evangelical Press. pp. 255. f7.95.

The writer divides the contents into four sections: l. Heaven:An Introduction.
2. Heaven: Some Basic Information. 3. what Heaven is Like. 4. Heaven: Its
Challenge.

The subject is thoroughly gone into by the principal of the Evangelical college
of wales and one can understand why he leotures on Systematic and
contemporary Theology. Problem areas are not overlooked and Davies quotes
from many theologians and uses various missionaries and others when
illustrating. In his final chapter he concludes fittingly with: without Heaven;
without wealth; without Fame; without a Great Name; without Learning;
without a Job; without culrure; without Beauty; without Friends; without
| 0,000 Other Things - but He can never go to Heaven without Christ.
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There are two excellent appendices and notes, plus two
names of people, the other giving Scripture references.
produced a volume that should be much sought after.

i . t
t "

indexes - one givinf
The publishers have

J.C.

Conllict and Triumpft. William Henry Green. The Banner of Tfuth Tbust.
pp.177.93.95.

The author (1825-1900) was a master of Old Testament interpretation and one
of America's foremost linguists. He held the Chair of Biblical and Oriental
Literature at Princetown Theological Seminary from 1851 until his death.

The contents give much insight into God's dealings with His servant Job. There
are ten sections, each with rich teaching: Analysis of the Book of Job; Job's
Happy Estate; Satan; Job in Affliction; Job's Three Friends; Job's Conflict; Job's
Triumph; Job Refutes His Friends; Elihu; The Lord.

There are two appendices: The Place of the Book of Job in the Scheme of Holy
Scripture and The Doctrine of Immortality in the Old Testament.

The publishers are to be congratulated in republishing the book, formerly
issued by Robert Carter & Brothers in 1874, under the title The Argument of the
Book of Job Unfolded.It is excellent value and one for our study. 

J.C.

. t r

Please obtain any books rcviewed or advcrtisedtrom your lncal Christian bookshop,
,' ;1. . ts,.wi.qe.gqctfully are not in a position to supply your iCquirCmien*'

trR@NN THtr gtrGRtrI]ARV?g Dtrg[3
Sinee.the lasl l'rsue a small reprint of A Mirror to the Nation has been ordered, and
if .i'S'expected that friends will receive their copies early in the new year. If you have
not already requested a copy please let me know if you wish one to be sent, to a
friend, as a few will remain in stock. May I wish the Lord's blessing on all our
reade rsdu r i ng2000 .  , , , ;  :  :  . .  : :... ..: ....:. . :.. . :
Thank you to all friendi wtro Send gifts ,;d amounts in excess of the nominal
subscription. DetailC on subscriptions and mailing are shown opposite. January
subscriptionr are now due, and invitations to r€new are included where appropriate.

Church and Ahapel groaps are long established on our mailing list, both at home
and abroad, and we would encourage readers to promole this and so extend the
ministry. You may wish to consider giving the magazine as a gift to a friend.

Cheques and Postal Orders must be made payable to The Gospel Magazihe or
the Bank will not accept them, All payments should be sent to: The Secretary,
"Holme Regis", Old School Lane, Stanford, Biggleswade, Beds., United
Kingdom SG18 9JL. E-maih GosMag@aol.com ,,,,,,,,,,


