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THE police carried out a series of some hundred raids on addresses of those
suspected of breaking the "hate law" this week. One man had attacked his own
mother, and so on, ending with "homophobes", meaning those deemed to have
stirred up hatred against homosexuals.

Recently an elderly Christian was arrested for displaying Bible texts
condemning homosexual behaviour. Apparently he was attacked by a group of
these men, who saw him, called each other up on their mobile phones, and coming
together attacked him, knocked him down and summoned the police. However,
the only one arrested was the Christian man. He alone was charged, and fined for
causing a disturbance.

In public schools up and down this land, in my lifetime, any boy caught in
perverseness was publicly beaten before the entire school, a penalty reserved for
that offence alone. How times have changed!

That is just a sample of the darkness now increasingly blanketing our land.
Christians see that the deepening night makes the Morning Star shine out the
clearer. The hazy fog that has obscured our witness far too long is clearing.
Christians will increasingly show up sharply. A great division is appearing
between so-called Christianity and the real thing. A day is coming when the
unfaithful will no longer tolerate us, but actively get rid of us.

The Devil will change tactics and exploit the new situation. I am no prophet,
but it is easy to see what will occur, because it occurred in the early Church, and
history repeats itself. We shall suffer from zealots. Such courted martyrdom, and
caused much ungodly trouble, with results still with us today. The vast majority
of Christians, however, fell into the opposite imbalance: they feared and so
compromised. The martyrs God chose were those who went quietly on, neither
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fearing nor seeking persecution, like Daniel, who went on praying three times a
day, kneeling before his window towards Jerusalem. Fear none of these things that
thou shalt suffer, but pray that ye enter not into temptation.

A Vision for the New Year
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"And behold, a candlestick all ofgold. For who hath despised the day of
small things?" (Zechariah 4:2, 10)

IN building the poor little second temple, the remnant who had returned to ruined
Jerusalem became discouraged and slacked their hands. There were good reasons:
they needed to improve their own standard of housing; money was needed and
so was effort. However, more discouraging was the result of all their labour.
Indeed, the older people who had known the glories of Solomon's temple were
unimpressed with the new one.

But most of all the fifty thousand or so Jews were surrounded and harassed by
enemies who did not want the work to proceed. Humanly speaking, the situation
was hopeless. God's answer was to send prophets to encourage them, one being
Zechariah.

This vision required the prophet himself being roused like out of sleep in order
to receive it. Sleep is caused by tiredness, and in that state our earthly minds do
not think properly. This is here compared to spiritual sleep. We need the lower,
fleshly life subdued, but our mental state exquisitely tuned-in. Our souls are
lethargic, and are of the earth, earthy, so need to be lifted into the spiritual realm.
Once this happens, the words of the Song of Solomon become true: "or ever I was
aware, my soul made me as the chariots of Amminadab." What a difference
between the alert state of mind of the prophet when God speaks, and the mental
state of modern tongues-speakers and those who sing in the spirit, who abdicate
the use of their minds, letting them lie fallow and function involuntary, in order
to communicate with God.

In front of the prophet stood what at first sight looked a common candlestick
with seven small bowl-lamps, plenty of examples of which have been unearthed.
But he then saw it was anything but ordinary. Its seven lamps were fed through a
bowl on top by seven, or as the Hebrew allows, times seven, feeding tubes. It was
no every day object, being of pure gold and giving a bright light because of its
excellent oil supply. By it and above, one on either side, stood two olive trees.
These puzzled the prophet, who asked the angel, "What are these my Lord?".
Th(; angel's reply, "Knowest thou not what these things be?", seems to reprove
and fascinate him, so finally when asked again he again replies, "no, my lord".
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The climax of the vision is when the angel tells him, "these are the two anointed
ones that stand by the Lord of the whole earth".

Let us then seek to know and understand this vision, for the angel seems to
imply it is clear enough.

1. IT SPEAKS OF THE NATION OF ISRAEL

In front of the Knesset stands the Menorah, the great candlestick representing the
Jewish nation, presented to the Jewish Parliament by its British counterpart. On it
are engraved scenes from Jewish history from before and after Christ's time.
Whatever else this vision means, first and foremost the candlestick speaks of the
Jewish nation. In a day when it is almost impossible to hear or read the news
without Israel being mentioned, and when it is clearly the major problem
underlying Muslim dissatisfaction with the West, and so the ultimate cause of
September 11th and all the terrorist outrages of more recent years, as well as the
key to the vital oil supplies of the Middle East remaining unlocked, it ought to
interest us. But even more so, its place in God's Word, the Bible, ought to move
us to mental alertness as we read this prophecy. Here is light on what ought to be
our attitude to the Jews today, for the good reason that it is God's attitude.

This concentration of the vision is on the two olive trees, and the reply of the
angel to the question he himself posed, "Knowest thou not what these be?", is
addressed to the then civil leader of the Jewish State. "This is the Word of the
Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith
the Lord of hosts." The word "might" here is the plural of the word "soldier", and
means "armies". How were they to defend the State from annihilation,
extermination and dispersion once more into slavery?

The Jew has lived two thousand years against impossible odds, yet always
surviving. The Bible puts it: "They have afflicted me, yet have not prevailed
against me." But why? Because of this verse, not by armies, but "by my spirit",
says the Lord. Of one thing we can be certain, Israel will survive; but remember
Luther, who when it was said to him, "Where will you find shelter if the Elector
does not protect you?", answered, "Under the broad shield of God".

Israel nationally is a light never to be lost. The candlestick also signifies its
relationship to other nations. Deuteronomy 32:8 says no nation occupies its
geographical position by accident. "When the Most High gave to the nations their
inheritance, when he separated the children of men, he set the bounds of the people
according to the number of the children of Israel." Israel is the centre of the nations,
not any superpower, nor any proud and ancient nation. It is seated on the crossroads
of the world, where Europe, Asia and Africa meet, a spot without equal for import
ance. Paul in Athens said in Acts 17:26, 27: "And he made of one every nation of
men to dwell upon the face of the earth, having determined their appointed seasons,
and the bounds of their habitation; That they should seek God, if haply they might
feel after him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us."
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God thus put the nations in their positions in order to bring them the light of the
Gospel. How, is beyond our understanding. Ezekiel 5:5, 6 says: "Thus saith the
Lord God: this is Jerusalem: I have set her in the midst of the nations, and the
countries that are round about her. And she hath rebelled against my judgments in
doing wickedness more than the nations, and against my statutes more than the
countries that are round about her."

2. IT SPEAKS OFTHE LORD JESUS CHRIST

Israel rebelled against the light. This candlestick represents the embodiment of the
Jewish nation, Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. John 1:9, 11 says, "That was the true
Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.... He came unto his
own, and his own received him not." This is the Branch, the Stone which the
builders set at nought, and so Israel lost her mission, "to give light to them that sit
in darkness, and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet in to the way of peace",
as Simeon put it in Luke 1:79.

They put to death the true Light, but Messiah passed to the Church. Paul in
2 Corinthians 4:6 put it this way: "But God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." John on Patmos saw this, Revelation
1:12-14: "And I turned to see the voice that spake with me, and having turned I
saw the seven golden candlesticks; And in the midst of the candlesticks one like
unto the Son of man."

As you read Revelation, God says to the churches that the same thing is
happening to them as happened to Israel. He threatens Ephesus, Sardis and
Pergamos and so on, "I know thy works; repent, or I will remove thy candlestick".
Thus the privilege of being the light of the world was removed from Israel and
given to the churches. However, if the Church corrupts, God is able to return the
candlestick to restored Israel, saying in Isaiah 60: 1-3: "Arise, shine; for thy light
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For behold, darkness shall
cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples: but the Lord shall arise upon thee,
and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And nations shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising."

Again, in Isaiah 62:1-2 it says: "For Zion's sake I will not hold my peace, and
for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her righteousness go forth as brightness,
and her salvation as a lamp that burneth. And the nations shall see thy
righteousness, and all kings thy glory." The restoration of Israel is so plain in
Romans chapter 11 :29: "For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance."

3. IT SPEAKS TO US

The picture is one of human weakness and inability, a day of small things. We
need encouragement as we live in just such a day, beset with problems, powerful
enemies and feeling thoroughly discouraged at the results of our efforts.
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Our day may be small, but the vision comforts us
The Menorah, or golden candlestick in the old tabernacle, was'hidden deep within
it, and even in the first temple was unseen by the people in general, but this, at the
buildiog of this second, and by comparison mean little temple, stood outside to be
seen by all. No veil now obscures Messiah. That is why the glory of this latter
house is to be greater than the former. "The Lord, whom ye seek," said Malachi
3:1, "shall suddenly come to His temple" - this very temple, this despicable work
of our hands. Rest upon it, count on it, however ashamed you are of a life-time's
effort, whatever your vain regrets, God put you here on earth with a God
appointed share in bringing your Lord to men. Hear the Lord ask you, as you have
so many regrets: "Would you then rather have lived for yourself?" The answer is
clear: "0 Lord, no." However much I reproach myself, at least I tried to honour
my Saviour. The world has nothing for me: "Thine are we, David, and on thy side,
thou son of Jesse: peace, peace be unto thee, and to thy helpers, for thy God
helpeth thee" (1 Chronicles 12:18). Christ's I am, I cannot change sides.

Contrast the man who lived for himself.- Let us question him. So, you were
successful? Remove that mask behind which, you live. Life is now past, come sir,
reckon with yourself. How can you live with yourself? That company you made
successful by murky dealing; that wife, now dead, you once loved but estranged
by selfishness. Your deeds of shame, carefully covered up, do they not haunt you?
Do not unwanted bouts of conscience torment you? If only, if only!

Christian, you can see why Psalm 73 says: "It was too painful for me, until I
went into the sanctuary of God, then understood I their end." That is their end. As
for yourself, take comfort, despise not your past rag-bag of a life with its odds and
ends, and its apparent failure. Listen to our Saviour in Mark 8:35: "Whosoever
shall lose his life for my sake and the Gospel's, the same shall save it."

Our gleam may be small, but it is true light
This world is still in darkness, two thousand years after the Light of the World has
come. Much going on is a shame even to speak of, and we are not to let it occupy
our minds. Yet God seems to take no notice of evil. Men of darkness prosper,
whereas I have got nowhere, and am tempted to despise God's dealings with me.
Yet three things convince me that the Light in me is the true light, and no darkness
at all.

First, the candlestick remains bright, in spite of unrepentant man everywhere
striving to get rid of the penetrating light of Christ. In contrast with them, I know
I repented when exposed to the light in all my shame, and His voice whispers in
me that I am a beam of that Light which is come into the world. Then again, left
to myself I would have grown as dim as the former temple candlestick with its
weak light of the Law, yet the light I borrow from this candlestick of Zechariah's,
this Gospel light, remains blindingly bright in me. Thank God, who lit my lamp
in obscurity to shine through the darkness. Some of us know of those who
believed in the light that they saw in us, and we are comforted by the memory.
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Others may not know of even one person who believed through them, but can rest
on this: "Your labour is not in vain in the Lord." Whatever the Devil accuses me
of, I know that men avoid my light, and yet I find Christ accepts me, so am
assured, "Ye are the light of the world". I have not lived in vain.

Further, I come to the Light that my deeds may be seen, that they are wrought
in God. I am sure the light that is in me is of God, for I have often trembled in its
searchlight beam. Repentance is my constant companion, yet I love the light, and
have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty and darkness. How comforting
that is, 'even though my light is not what I would have it be. But I walk openly, in
the day, and am not ashamed.

I am glad that I am not of the world, which hates and avoids the brilliant,
shining, blinding truth. It makes the loathsome things of darkness visible to man's
own heart, and uncovers the secret shameful things of society. At one and the
same time the Gospel radiance infuriates the proud, and saves the humble. That is
the sword with two edges, whose effects convince me that I have hold of the truth,
small though my day is.

Again, I rest content because the witness of God will never be extinguished.
The Gospel stands out in the open now, and all the opposition of the world and
the Devil cannot overcome its shining, try as furiously as they will. "The darkness
comprehendeth (overcomes) it not." There is no danger of the light extinguishing,
until "the Sun of righteousness" arises and eternal day excludes night forever.

We may be small, but Christ's love makes us great

The candlestick is "all of gold", solid, precious and pure. The best sight these
sin-sick eyes ever saw was Christ. I saw Him, and I loved Him, and ever since
have desperately feared love ceasing. Left to myself, my love would long ago
have grown cold, but in Christ, many waters cannot quench love. His golden love
is twenty-four carat, and it is mine. He "loved me and gave himself for me".
So I value myself again, shake off the gloom of my smallness, admit I am a worm,
but hold up my head and rest in His "great love". I say: "Thy gentleness hath
made me great."

The next best thing I saw when God opened my eyes was the holy people of
God. It was their holiness that so gripped me, who was so unholy myself. God
makes and keeps His children "holiness unto the Lord". "The golden oil", points
to its quality being the very best, clear and golden in colour, quite beyond praise,
reminding us of the golden oil of truth and grace feeding God's Church, separating
it from the world. I found amongst Christians that "deep calleth unto deep", and I
found sweet agreement and true friendship and love. I also found the Holy Spirit
bringing the truth to a bright, zealous blaze in our lives, keeping us from being
foolish virgins, without oil at midnight. The Church of God is no small thing, and
I am proud to be a member alongside Prophets, Martyrs, great men such as
Augustine, giant Reformers, Puritans, Pascal, Jewish believers, and a great host of
every nation of whom this world is not worthy, and with whom I cannot compare.
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We may be petty, but God's devices are not
Come, see this miracle. Here are pipes that never block, and whilst the prophets
have much derogatory to say about the devices of men, God's machinery is
devis.ed perfectly, always in good order. I watch men monkeying around with
genetics, with foods, experimenting, and I fear where it will all end, perhaps in
irreversible damage, causing some huge catastrophe? I feel for my grandchildren
as I watch men play fast and loose with God's eternal Laws. But in Christ, I find
a smoothly working system that never fails. The Maker of all things knows what
He is about, and what He sets up, goes on and on working. It convinces me that
though the day may appear one of small things to me, my heavenly Father is
overruling all things, making even the wrath of man praise Him, and restraining
the remainder of wrath. I note that the seven branched candlestick of human
making in the temple, even if of the Divine pattern, needed each bowl filling by
the duty priest. However, the Church of God and the humblest member of it draws
supplies direct without hands. Unity like this can only be of God. There is one
bowl, each pipe connects a lamp to it. Every way I turn this diamond verse, I feel
less and less like moaning over the day of small things. The works of God are
great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein. I rest content.

Should we discount leaders of the church as small?
The sources, the two olive trees, are what all this points to. I have lived amongst
the olive trees, seen them harvested and the berries crushed in mills, the oil
flowing out. But here the supply flowing from the olive trees is not dependent
upon human process, and aptly illustrates, "not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts".

Then what connects the two olive trees standing either side above, with the
mechanism? The answer is they represent not only the two Testaments, and the
two witnesses of Revelation, but first and foremost two men. These are Joshua the
high priest, his filthy garments removed and divinely dressed, to rule and teach
the people, and Zerubbabel, whose hands laid the foundations of the temple and
to whom it is promised he will bring forth the headstone "crying Grace, grace
unto it", to finish the building. These men are by God's grace carrying own God's
purposes. They are nothing, but God works by grace through them.

Such means appear insignificant compared to the result, so we are not to
despise the day of small things, our earthy leaders, our fewness and poverty, our
wall that a fox can leap over. We live in a day and a world which finds fault and
despises in a traitorous fashion its God-appointed leaders, but the child of God's
attitude to church leaders is to say, how wonderful is the grace of God which is
displayed in these two mere olive trees!

Note, they "empty the golden oil out of themselves". How is it their oil never
fails? Ab! they are the "two anointed ones that stand by the Lord of the whole
earth". God then by grace feeds His people through them. Not by might, a word
used of military strength or human prowess, not by the size of the "army" of
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workmen like Solomon's temple was built. Nor by power, a word meaning
"strength", used of the "strength" of the load-carriers in Nehemiah's rebuilding of
Jerusalem. The manpower we have is entirely inadequate to the task, from a
human point of view, but sufficient "by my Spirit". This is the Spirit of the Lord
that brooded over the formless world and brought about creation. That same Spirit
opened and led the people through the Red Sea, then closed it on their enemies.
God's Spirit brought Ezekiel's skeletons of the exiles back to life, and now is
needed to complete the building of the temple.

There it is, Israel the light, Christ the Light, and our day of small things shining
with Christ's borrowed light over a darkened world. Let our hands be strong.

-e-

For Younger Readers
CARINE MACKENZIE

BROTHERS

DO you remember to say thank you to God for you family? There is a special
bond between members of a family - parents and children, brothers and sisters,
uncles, aunts and cousins. That is a great blessing from God.

Brothers should be the greatest of friends. The Bible tells us that it is good and
pleasant for brothers to dwell together in unity (Psalm 133). But sadly this is not
always the case. Sometimes brothers fall out and if you have a brother you may
sometimes quarrel and fight.

In the first family there were two brothers, Cain and Abel. They should have
been best friends but sin spoiled their relationship. Cain and Abel both brought
offerings to God. Cain brought some vegetables but Abel offered an animal from
his flocks. Abel's offering pleased God buLCain's did not. Cain became angry and
jealous of his brother - so angry that he murdered him. What pain and anguish he
must have caused his parents. The first family was marred by sin, hatred, jealousy
and murder. Joseph's brothers were jealous of him too. They hatched a plot to get
rid of him - sold him to merchants going to far-off Egypt. They planned it for his
harm but God over-ruled all these plans for Joseph's good and for the good of the
whole family. Years later Joseph was the means of providing food for his brothers.
When he revealed himself to them, they were afraid that he would try to take
revenge but Joseph was overcome with love for his brothers. "Don't be afraid,"
he told them, "I will nourish you and your little ones." Brotherly love was very
evident in his life.

There is a Friend that sticks closer than a brother (Proverbs 18:24). Even the
best brother who would do anything for us, cannot compare to the Lord Jesus
Christ. Those who trust in Him are adopted into the family of God. Jesus Christ
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is their elder Brother. He loves like no other, He cares for His people. He even
died for them on the cross to save them from the wrath of God for their sin.
He is the brother born for adversity - the one who will really help us when we are
in trouble.

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the words missing from the verses. The initials of you answers will spell out
the subject of the story.

1. A 'friend loveth at all times, and a brother is for adversity.
Proverbs 17:17.

2. And returned to the pit; and behold Joseph was not in the pit. ...
And he returned unto his brethren. Genesis 37:29-30.

3. Wherefore if meat make my brother to I will eat no flesh.
1 Corinthians 8:13.

4. Behold, how good and how pleasant it'is for brethren to dwell in
unity! Psalm 133:1.

5. A brother offended is to be won than a strong city. Proverbs 18:19.

6. Was not Jacob's brother? Saith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob.
Malachi 1:2.

7. And now the Lord your God has given unto your brethren these
many days unto this day. Joshua 22:4.

8. Peter said Lord how oft shall my brother against me and I forgive
him. Matthew 18:21.

It behoves us to beware of originality in matters of faith. The old maxim that
"What is true is not new, and what is new is not true", is of no little value. Parke
Goodwin used to say that he had heard a good deal of "original investigation
where the originality surpassed the investigation". Dr. C. F. Deans also remarked,
"Believe you beliefs and doubt your doubts; never make the mistake of doubting
your beliefs and believing your doubts". Never be reckless in abandoning,
without sufficient cause, a faith long cherished by the most devout souls of all
ages. As Paley says: "We should never suffer what we know to be disturbed by
what we do not know." And Butler well adds: "If a truth be established, objections
are nothing; the one is founded on our knowledge, the other on our ignorance."
There is an Arab fable of a dervish who was told that the "philosophers stone"
[said to turn all it touched to gold - Ed.] lay in a certain river-bed. He picked up
pebble after pebble only to throw it away; and actually picked up the treasure
among the rest, but he had formed such a habit of casting away that he threw the
philosopher's stone away too, .and never could recover it. A. T. Pierson
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A Merry Christmas
A sermon delivered on Sabbath morning, 23rd December, 1860,

at Exeter Hall, Strand

c. H. SPURGEON

"And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and
called for their three sisters to eat and to drink with them. And it was so, when
the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them,
and rose up early in the morning and offered burnt offerings according to the

number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and
cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually" (Job 1:4-5)

JOB was an exceedingly happy man before his great trial. He was as much blessed
in the fruit of his body as in his basket and in his store. Our text gives us a very
pleasing picture of Job's family. He was a happy man to have had so many
children all comfortably settled in life; for you will perceive that they all had
houses; they had left his roof; they had all established themselves, and had so
prospered in the world that there was not one of them who had not enough of the
world's goods to entertain all the rest. So that it seemed as if Job's prosperity in
his business had attended his children in the different places where they had
settled. To add to his comfort, they were an undivided family: not like Abraham's
household, where there was an Ishmael who mocked Isaac; nor like Isaac's
household, where there was an Esau, and a Jacob who sought to supplant him; nor
like Jacob's household, where there was a Joseph, and all the rest of his brethren
were envious and jealous of him; nor like David's household, where there was
perpetual strife and bickering between the one and the other. Job's descendants
were a large tribe; but they were all united and knit together in bonds of perfect
happiness; and moreover they seem to have had a great desire to preserve their
unity as a family. Perhaps Job and his family were the only ones who feared God
in the neighbourhood; they wished therefore to keep themselves together as a little
flock of sheep in the midst of wolves, as a cluster of stars in the midst of the thick
darkness; and what a brilliant constellation they were, all of them shining forth
and proclaiming the truth of God! I say it was their desire not only to enjoy
pleasantness and peace, but to maintain it; for I think that these annual meetings
at the different houses were intended to knit them together, so that if any little
strife had arisen, as soon as they met at the next brother's house ail might be
settled, and the whole host might go on again shoulder to shoulder, and foot to
foot, as one phalanx of soldiers for God. I think Job must have been a right happy
man. I do not know that he always went to their feasts, perhaps the soberness of
age might have a little disqualified him for joining in their youthful enjoyments,
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but I am sure he cornmended their feasting; I am quite certain he did not condemn
it. If he had condemned it he would never have offered sacrifice to God, lest they
should have sinned, but he would have told them at once it was a sinful thing, and
that he could give no countenance to it. I think I see the happy group, so happy
and holy that surely if David had been there, he would have said: "Behold how
good and pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." But Job was
a godly man, and so godly, that unlike Eli, he brought up his household in the fear
of G<2d, and was not only quick to observe any known sin, but was exceedingly
jealous over his children, lest secretly and inadvertently in their hearts, while they
were at their loaded tables, they might have said or thought anything which might
be termed blaspheming God. He therefore as soon as the feasting was over, called
them all together, and then as a preacher, told them of the danger to which they
were exposed, and as a priest (for every patriarch before the law was a priest), he
offered burnt sacrifices, lest any sin should by any possibility remain upon his
sons and daughters. So saith the text. I pray that now we may have grace to listen
to it; and may what we shall now hear abide with us during the coming week,
when some of you shall meet together in your own houses! May God grant that
our parents, or we, if we be parents, may be as Jobs, and when the feasting shall
be over, may there come the sacrifice and the prayer, lest we should have sinned
and blasphemed God in our hearts!

I shall divide my sermon thus. First, the text, and that is festive: so we will ring
in a merry bell. Secondly, that which is in the text, and that is instructive: so we
will ring the sermon bell. And, thirdly, that which follows the text, and that is
afflictive: so we will ring the funeral bell.

1. First, then, the text itself, and that is festive let us therefore, RING THE MERRY

BELL. I think I hear distinctly three notes in its merry peal. First, the text gives a
licence; secondly, it suggests a caution; and thirdly, it provides a remedy.

And, first, the text gives a licence. Now, ye souls who would deny to your
fellowmen all sorts of mirth, come and listen to the merry bell of this text, while
it gives a license to the righteous especially - a license that they meet together in
their houses, and eat and drink, and praise their God. In Cromwell's days, the
Puritans thought it an ungodly thing for men to keep Christmas. They, therefore,
tried to put it down, and the common crier went through the street, announcing
that Christmas was henceforth no more to be kept, it being a Popish, if not a
heathenish ceremony. Now, you do not suppose that after the crier had made the
proclamation, any living Englishman took any notice of it; at least, I can scarcely
imagine that any did, except to laugh at it, for it is idle thus to strain at gnats and
stagger under a feather. Albeit, that we do not keep the feast as Papists, nor even
as a commemorative festival, yet there is a something in old associations that
makes us like the day in which a man may shake off the cares of business, and
disport himself with his little ones. God forbid I should be such a Puritan as to
proclaim the annihilation of any day of rest which falls to the lot of the labouring
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man. I wish there were a half-a-dozen holidays in the year. I wish there were more
opportunities for the poor to rest; though I would not have as many saint's days
as there are in Romish countries; yet, if we had but one or two more days in which
the poor man's household, and the rich man's family might meet together, it might
perhaps, be better for us. However, I am quite certain that all the preaching in the
world will not put Christmas down. You will meet next Tuesday, and you will
feast, and you will rejoice, and each of you, as God has given you substance, will
endeavour to make your household glad. Now, instead of telling you that this is
all wrong, I think the merry bell of my text gives you a license so to do. Let us
think a minute. Feasting is not a wrong thing, or otherwise Job would have
forbidden it to his children, he would have talked to them seriously, and
admonished them that this was an ungodly and wicked custom, to meet together
in their houses. But, instead of this, Job only feared lest a wrong thing should be
made out of a right thing, and offered sacrifices to remove their iniquity; but he
did by no means condemn it. Would any of you ask a blessing upon your
children's attendance at the theatre? Could you say, when they had been in such a
place, "It may be they have sinned?". No, you would only talk thus of a right thing.
I think I can prove to you that this was a good thing, for first you will notice, they
met in good houses, they did not go to an ale-house to feast; they had no need to
enter the tavern; but they met in their own houses; houses where prayer and praise
were wont to be made, flow much better for the working man to spend his money
on his family than upon liquor sellers! And then it was in good company. They did
not scrape together all the ruffians of the place to feast with them; but they kept
to their own kith and kin; and feasting is good when good men feast; especially
when they spare for the poor, as no doubt Job's children did, or else they were
quite unworthy of their generous ancestor. They feasted in good houses, and in
good company. And they observed during their feasting, good behaviour. Job
never heard of a wrong expression they had used, no one ever told him that they
had become riotous, or that they had uttered one wrong word, or else Job could
not have said, "It may be", but he would have said, "It is so". He must be a good
son of whom a father could say, "It may be he has erred". All that he had was a
fear lest secretly they might have done wrong; but it appears that openly their
feasting had been such that even the busy tongue of scandal could not find fault
with them. And besides, their feasting was a good thing, because it had a good
intent; it was for amity, for cheerfulness and family union. It was that they might
be bound together as a bundle of rods - strong and unbroken - that they might be
as a strongly intertwined cord, interwoven by these their family greetings and
meetings. Now, I say, that if in their case the thing was not wrong - and I think I
have proved in four respects that it was right, it was in good houses, in good
company, with good behaviour, and for a good purpose - the text gives a license
for us to do the like, and to meet in our houses, in the company of our kith and
kin, provided we feast after a good sort, and do it with the good intent of knitting
our hearts the one towards the other.
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But again: good men of old have feasted. Need I remind you of Abraham's
making a great feast in his house, when his child Isaac was weaned? Shall I tell
you of Sampson and his feasts, or of David, or of Hezekiah, or of Josiah, and of
the kings who gave to every man a loaf of bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a
flagon of wine, and they cheered their hearts, and made merry before God?

But let me remind you, that feasting, so far from being evil, was even an
essential part of divine worship under the old law. Do you not read of the feast of
trumpets, the feast of tabernacles, the feast of the Passover, the feast of the new
moons, and how many other feasts besides? Come they not over again and again?
Now, if the thing were wrong in itself, God would certainly never employ it as an
emblem and token of the divine, the pure, and the heavenly doctrines of His grace.
It is impossible that God should have taken a wrong thing to be the type of a right
thing. He might take a common good, and make it the type of a special favour, but
not an evil thing. It be far from us to suppose such a thing of our God.

Besides, did not the Saviour Himself countenance a feast, and help to provide
the guests with the wherewithal that they might have good cheer? Do you think
the Saviour out of place, when He went to the wedding feast? and suppose ye that
He went there and did not eat and drink? Was it not said of him, "Behold a
drunken man and a wine bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners"? Not that He
was either drunken or a wine bibber, but that He "came eating and drinking", to
dash to pieces the Pharisaism which says that that which goeth into a man defileth
a man, whereas Christ teacheth, "not that which goeth into a man, but that which
cometh out of a man, that defileth a man". Jesus Christ, I say, was at the feast; and
suppose ye that He bore a sad countenance? Did He sour with the vinegar of a
morose behaviour the wine with which He had filled the watering pots? I trow
not, but I believe that at that marriage feast He joined with the guests; and if He
were indeed "a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief', as He certainly was,
yet did He not keep His griefs to Himself, for if He came to suffer Himself, He
came to make others glad, and I doubt not that at the feast He seemed the gladdest
of the guests, most glad because He was really the Master of the feast, and
because He saw in the wedding the type of His own marriage, His own divine
espousals with the Church, which is "the bride, the Lamb's wife".

And, let me add once more, God has certainly made in this world provision for
man's feasting. He had not given just dry bread enough for a man to eat, and keep
body and soul together, for the harvests teem with plenty, and often are the barns
filled to bursting. 0 Lord, Thou didst not give simply dry bread and water for
mankind, but Thou hast filled the earth with plenty, and milk and honey hast Thou
given to us, and Thou hast besides this laden the trees with fruit, and given to men
dainties. Thou art not illiberal, Thou dost not dole out with miserable hand the
lean and scanty charity which some men would give to the poor, but Thou givest
liberally, and Thou upbraidest not! And for what purpose is this given? to rot, to
mould, to be trodden on, to be spoiled? No, but that men may have more than
enough, that they may have all they want, and may rejoice before their God, and
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may feed the hungry, for this indeed is one essential and necessary part of all true
Christian feasting. My text, I say, rings a merry bell, and gives us license for
sacred feasting.

2. But now the same merry bell suggests a caution. Job said - "It may be" they
were good sons, good, godly young men, I am sure, or else Joh would not have
said, "It may be". But "it may be", said he, "It may be that my sons have sinned,
and cursed God in their hearts"; or, as some translate it, "have blessed God too
little in their hearts". They may not have been grateful enough for their prosperity,
and for the enjoyments which God had given them. "It may be." Well, hearken,
brethren, "it may be", too, that you and I may sin, and blaspheme God in our
hearts, and be as Job's sons may have been, too little thankful. If, though they
were true men and true women, though they all had a Job for their father, and
though their feasting was in their own houses, and after a right sort, and a
commendable sort, yet there was a "may be" that there might be sin, am I too
superstitious or too careful, when I say, brethren, "it may be", it may be that in our
happiest gathering of our family together, it may be that we shall sin! I think we
could not prefer ourselves before the sons and daughters of Job - that were self
righteousness indeed - we are surely not proud enough to think ourselves better
than the sons of that "perfect and upright" man, "who feared God and eschewed
evil". I think I am not too severe and too strict, when I say, "It may be; "it" may
be; look to it; take heed to yourselves, be careful, be on your watch tower. Let me
give you some reasons and arguments why this caution is not unnecessary.

And, first, remember there is no place free from sin. You may set bounds about
this mount, but the beast will touch the mountain. You may endeavour as much as
you will to keep out Satan; but wherever there were two met together, Satan was
ever the third. There was never a company met, but the Evil One somewhere
intruded. Does he not come into your business? Do you not find him entering into
your very closet? Yea, and the very table of the Lord, has not Satan sat there and
tempted Judas; ay, and tempted you too? How, then, can you hope that when your
family are met together, Satan shall not be there? Is it not written, "The sons of
God came together, and Satan came also among them"? I am sure they never
invited him; but he does not stay for that. And you will find it so. Never invite
him by anything ungodly or unchristian-like. But since there are temptations
everywhere, however pure and upright your intentions may be, however excellent
your company, think you hear my little bell ringing - "It may be, it may be, it may
be", and "it may be" a blessed check to you.

Beside this, remember that there is many a special temptation where there is a
loaded table. Old Quarles said, "Snares attend my board"; and certainly they do.
More men have perished by fullness of bread than ever died by hunger. Hunger
may break through stone walls, but I have known feasting leap over golden walls
- the golden walls of grace. Some men cut their throats with their teeth, and many
a man has swam to hell down his own throat. More have been drowned in the
bowl, 'tis said, than ever were drowned in the sea. I trust I need not say aught of
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that to you. I hope not. If there be a man here who falls into drunkenness, in God's
name, let him tremble, for there is no admittance for the drunkard into the
kingdom of heaven. I am speaking now to Christian men, not to men who fall into
these vices - and I say to them, where you use the most proper moderation in
receiving the things which God gives you, where you even totally abstain from
that which might be a temptation, yet even there your table may be a snare unto
you. Therefore, take heed to yourself, believer, lest Satan lie in ambush beneath
the family table.

Re'member also, that they who sit at the table are but men, and the best of men
are but men at the best, and men have so little grace, that if they be not on the
watchtower, they may soon be overtaken, and they may say or do that which they
will have to repent of afterwards. I have heard say that there are men who swallow
mouthfuls of earth which they will have to digest in hell, and I do not doubt it.
There have been times when a happy company have gathered together, and the
conversation has become trifling, then full of levity, perhaps it has gone so far,
that afterwards, when they retired to their homes, they would have recalled their
words, if it had been possible. Let this caution, then, sound in all our ears, "It may
be - it may be - it may be!" - and let us so act, that if Christ were at the feast, we
should not be ashamed to see Him; let us so speak that if Christ sat at our table,
we should not count it a hindrance to our joy, but rather that we should be the
more free, joyous, and glad, because of such thrice-blessed company. Oh! tell me
not that Christianity curbs our joy. My brethren, it shuts up one of its channels 
that black and filthy kennel into which the sinner's joy must run; but it opens
another channel, wider, broader, deeper, purer, and fills it to the very banks with
joy, more lustrous and more full of glory. Think not that we who follow Christ,
and seek to walk strictly in our integrity, are miserable. We tell you that our eyes
sparkle as much as yours, and that we have not the redness of the eyes in the
morning. We can say to the worldling that our heart, despite its sometimes
heaviness, does rejoice in the Lord, and we have peace which is like a river, and
a righteousness which is like the waves of the sea. 0 Christian men! let not the
world think of you that you are shut out here from anything like happiness; but so
act and so live, at all times, that you may teach men that it is possible to be happy
without sin, and to be holy without being morose. This, then, is the caution which
our merry bell rings out to us.

But, then, in the third place, having given a license and suggested a caution,
the merry bell provides a remedy. "It may be" - it may be we have done wrong.
What then? Here is a remedy to be used, by parents, and heads of families, and
by ourselves.

Job sent for his sons as a father, he sanctified them as a preacher; he sacrificed
for them as a priest; by all which I understand, that he first bade them come
together, and then he sanctified them: that is, he first spoke to them; commended
them for the excellent and admirable manner in which they had met together, told
them how pleased he was to see their love, their union, but then he said, "It may
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be, my sons, you are like your father; there is some sin in you, and it may be you
have sinned; come, let us repent together"; and so, being, as I believe, all godly
persons, they sat down and thought over their ways. Then no doubt the good old
man bade them kneel down, while he prayed with them; and then he expressed his
faith in the great coming Mediator, and so, though one man's faith cannot prevail
for another, yet the faith of the father helped to quicken the faith of the sons, and
the prayer of the father was the means of drawing forth the prayer of the sons, and
so the family was sanctified. Then after that he would say, "There is no putting
away Of sin, except by the shedding of blood"; so they fetched the bullocks, a
bullock for every son and for every daughter: the old patriarch slew the victims,
laid them on the altar, and as the smoke ascended, they all thought if they had
sinned against God, yet the blood shed, and the victim offered could, as the type
of Christ, take away their sin. I think I see the good old man, after the sacrifice
was all complete. "Now, my children," he says, "return to your homes; if you have
sinned, your sin is put away; if you have transgressed, the atonement made has
cancelled your transgression, ye may go to your habitations, and take a father's
blessing with you."

Call to your recollection, that Job is said to have seen to his sacred work "early
in the morning". It is ill lying in bed when we have sin on the conscience. He that
hath a sin unforgiven should never travel slowly to the cross, but run to it. So Job
would sleep in the morning not an hour, till he had seen his sons and his daughters
sanctified, and the sacrifice made. Mark well, that "he offered according to the
number of his sons", He did not leave out one. If he prayed for the eldest, he
prayed for the youngest too; and if he made supplication for the sons, he did not
forget the daughters. Ah! parents, never forget any of your children; carry them
all before God; let them all be consecrated to him, and let your earnest prayer go
up for them all, from your Reuben down to your Benjamin, leave not one of
them out, but pray God to grant that they may all be bound up together in the
bundle of life.

And notice once again, "So did Job continually". As often as they visited, so
often was there the sacrifice. I suppose they had ten feasts in the year; and it is
supposed by the old commentators that they assembled on their birthdays. They
were not always feasting: that were sinful. In fact, that was the sin of the old
world, for which God drowned it. "They ate and they drank, they married and they
were given in marriage," all which things are right enough in themselves; but if
we are wholly immersed in them, always eating, always drinking, always
feasting, then they become sins, and indeed at all times they become sin, unless,
like Job's feasts they are sanctified by the Word of God and prayer. If our
meetings be thus sanctified, we can in everything give thanks, then "he that
eateth, eateth to the Lord, and giveth God thanks", and being accepted in his
thankfulness, the eating is to God's glory. I say, then, my dear friends, that Job did
this continually, which teaches to the parent his duty of continually pleading for
his sons and daughters.
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The aim of my remarks is just this. You will most of you meet together next
Tuesday, and keep the household feast. I beg you to imitate Job on the morrow,
and make it your special and peculiar business to call your children together, and
sanctify them by prayer, and by pleading the precious sacrifice of Christ Jesus. So
"it may be" there has been sin; but there will be no "may be" as to the putting
away of the sin, for pleading with prayer, and laying hold on the sacrifice by faith,
you shall stand accepted still, both you and your households.

Now, some may think that what I have said upon this point is unnecessary, and
that we ought not to speak about such common things as these. Do you suppose
that the Christian pulpit was set up by God that we might always talk to you about
the millennium, or the antediluvians, or the things that are to happen in Ethiopia
or Palestine? I believe that the Christian ministry has to do with you in your daily
life, and the more the preacher delivers that which is practically suggestive of
profit to our souls, the more closely does he keep to the Master. I am sure, if my
Lord Jesus Christ were here, he would say somewhat in these words to you: "Go
your way, and eat your bread with a joyous heart, for God hath accepted you
through My blood, but watch, and be ye as men that look for their Lord. Still keep
your lamps trimmed and your lights burning, and your loins girt about, and be ye
stedfast and watch unto prayer, that should I come in the morning, or at cock
crowing, I may find you ready for My appearing."

As for you young men and women, who will be separated on that day from your
own parents, having no family circle in which to join, yet perform this pleasant
privilege yourselves. Set apart a season the next morning, in which by prayer and
supplication you shall make confession of sin; and whenever the feast-time comes
round, whenever you are invited to a social meeting, or the like, look upon it as a
necessary successor of the social gathering, that there be private supplication,
private confession of sin, and a personal laying hold anew upon the great
sacrifice. If this be done, your meetings, instead of being unprofitable, shall
be the beginning of better days to you, and you shall even grow in grace through
that prayer, that repentance, and that faith, which have been suggested by your
gatherings together.

I think all this is most fairly in my text; and if I ought not to preach from such
a passage, then the text ought not to be in the Bible.

2. And now let us turn to the second head, or what is in the text, and that is
instructive; we must, therefore, ring the SERMON BELL.

Well, it will be a short sermon. My sermon shall not be like the bell and
preacher of St. Antholin's church, which were said to be both alike; the bell was
pulled a long while, and was exceeding dreary in its tone, and the preacher was
precisely the same. The sermon which is fairly in my text is this. If Job found it
right with a holy jealousy to suspect lest his sons might have sinned, how much
more do you think he suspected himself? Depend on it, he who was so anxious to
keep his children clean was himself more anxious that he might always fear his
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God, and eschew evil. God said he was a perfect and an upright man; and yet was
he jealous. How much more, then, shall you and I be jealous of ourselves? Say
not in thine heart, Christian, "I may go hither and thither and may not sin"; you
are never out of danger of sinning. This is a world of mire; it will be hard to pick
your path, so as not to soil your garments. This is a world of pitch; you will need
to watch often, if in handling it you are te keep your hands clean. There is a robber
in every turn of the road to rob you of your jewels; there is a thief behind every
bush; there is a temptation in every mercy; there is a snare in every joy; there is
not a stone on which you tread under which there is not a viper's nest; and if you
shall ever reach heaven it will be a miracle of divine grace; if you shall ever come
safely home to your Father's house, it will be because your Father's power
brought you there. If Job's sons were in danger at their own tables, how much
more are some of you in danger, Christians, when you have to go among the
ungodly? It may be that some of you are called to do business where you hear
oaths and blasphemy; your way of life is such that you cannot help being exposed
to many temptations. Be on your guard. It was said of a certain great man, that he
was so afraid of losing his life, that he always wore armour under his clothes. Take
care you always wear armour. When a man carries a bombshell in his hand, he
should mind that he does not go near a candle; and you too must take care that
you do not go near temptation. But if you are called to go through the temptation,
how watchful, how anxious, how careful, how guarded should you be! Brethren,
I do not think that we are any of us watchful enough. I have heard of a good
woman, who would never do anything till she had sought the Lord in prayer about
it. Is that over custom? If we do even a common thing without seeking the Lord's
direction, we may have to repent it as long as we live. Even our common actions
are edged tools, we must mind how we handle them. There is nothing in this
world that can foster a Christian's piety, but everything that can destroy it. How
anxious should we be, then, to look up - to look up to God, that He may keep us'
Let your prayer be, "Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe". Let your daily cry, you
young Christians especially, ay, and you old Christians too, be: "Lord, keep me!
Keep my heart, I pray thee, for out of it are the issues of my life." Do not expose
yourselves unnecessarily but if called to exposure, if you have to go where the
darts are flying, never go abroad without your shield; for if once the devil catches
you abroad, and your shield at home, then he will say, "Now is my time", and
he will send an arrow which may rattle between the joints of your harness, and
you may fall down wounded, even though you cannot be slain. The Lord
grant, then, that this sermon bell of my text may ring in your ears during the
next week, and as long as ever you live, may you hear it saying to you, "Be
careful; be watchful, be vigilant; danger may be in an hour when all seemeth
securest to thee". Inspect the vessel, see to her keel, look to the sails; look to the
rudder bands, watch every part of the ship, for the storm may be coming though
the calm ·rule at present, and the rocks may be ahead though the breakers roll not,
and the quicksands may underlie thy keel, though thou thinkest all is well. God
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help thee then, Christian, to watch unto prayer! What we say unto you, we say
unto all: Watch!

3. But now what follows the text - and that is afflictive: and here let us ring the
FUNERAL BELL.

What follows the text? Why hear ye this: "Thy sons and thy daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house; and behold there came a
great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it
fell upun the young men and they are dead, and I only am escaped alone to tell
thee." Between the table and the coffin there is but a step, between the feast and
the funeral there may be but a day, and the very bell that rings the marriage peal
tolls the funeral knell. Here is a death's head for you to put on your table. The old
Egyptians set a corpse among the guests, that all might know that they must die:
I set the bodies of Job's sons and daughters at your table, to make you think that
you will die. Our very eating is the grave of God's mercies, and should remind us
of our own graves. What do we when we eat, bilt patch the old tenement, put fresh
plaister on the delapidated and naked rafters? So, then, we should remember, that
the time will come when we can no more do this, but when the tenement itself
shall be shaken and be blown down. Sinner! let no joy cross thy face, till death
and thou art friends. Saint! let no joy be in thine heart either, till thou canst say,
"Welcome, death; I gladly go with thee". Do nothing that you would not willingly
die doing; be found in no position in which you would be unwilling to stand for
ever. Be you today what you would wish to be in eternity; and so live, and so act,
and so sit at the table, that if the wind should come and smite the four corners of
the house, and you should die, yet you fall asleep at one feast, to wake up at
another feast, where there would be no "may be", about sin, but where you should
eat bread in the kingdom of God, and drink the new wine of which Jesus Christ
spoke, when He rose from the supper, and left His disciples. Ab! my spirit rises
on wings of delight at the solemn tones of that funeral knell, for it has more music
in it after all than my merry bell. There is a pleasing joy in sorrow, and mirth is
akin to sadness. Hearken, friends, the bell is speaking, "GONE, GONE, GONE,
GONE". Who is that for? Who is dead in this parish? "That is poor So-and-so." My
God, when it shall be my turn, may my soul behold Thy face with joy. 0 may my
spirit, when it receives the last summons, cry with delight, "Blessed be God for
that sound! It was the merriest sound my soul could have desired, for now I sit
with Jesus, and eat at His table, and feast with angels, and am satisfied and have
the privilege of John, to lean my head upon my Saviour's breast." Christian! I say
never let the thought of dying plague thee; let it be a comfort to thee, and stand
thou so, ready, that when the Master shall say, "Arise!" thou wilt have nothing to
do but to rise at His bidding, and march to heaven, leading thy captivity captive.

But thou, sinner, when thou art sitting at thy table, think thou hearest my
funeral bell tolling in thy ears, and if thou shouldst step aside, and the rest should
say, "What ails you?" - if you should be compelled to rise while they are
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laughing, and go upstairs to pray, I shall not mind, though some may say I have
made thee melancholy and have marred thy feast, for, sinner, it is no time for thee
to be feasting, while God's sword is furbished, and sharp, and ready to divide soul
from body. There is a time to laugh, but it is not till sin is pardoned; there is a time
to dance, but it is not till the heart stands with joy before the ark; there is a time
to make merry, but it is not till sin is forgiven. Your time is a time to weep and a
time to rend your garments, and a time to sorrow, and a time to repent. May God's
Holy Spirit give you the grace! The time is now. And the grace being given, may
you fall before the cross, and find pardon and mercy there, and then we may say,
in the words of Solomon - "Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine
with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works."

_e_

Numbering Our Days
STAN K. EVERS (potton. Beds)

DID you know that every second of every day three people die? That is 10,000
each hour! These statistics highlight the importance of Moses' words in Psalm
90:12. "So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto
wisdom". These words were probably written when the Israelites travelled in the
wilderness for forty years. We learn from this verse -

1. To live a day at a time
Moses prays, "Teach us to number our days". The older generation of Israelites
died in the wilderness because of their unbelief; the younger generation entered
the promised land. Each day the disobedient people numbered their days. Each
day brought them nearer to death. Each day brings us nearer to heaven if we are
Christians or nearer to hell if we are not believers.

Why does Moses tell us to measure our lives by days rather than years? We may
suggest four reasons.

Firstly: Because our days on earth are short. The word "so" in Psalm 90:12
directs us back to the previous verses where we read that God is eternal (verses
1-2) and that we are mortal, our life on earth is brief and soon over (verses 3-11).
Various pictures are used to drive this point home, for example, sleep, grass and
a sigh (verses 5-6, 9). How long can we expect to live? 70 years, perhaps 80. If
longer then the period is still short compared to eternity (verse 10). To think about
the brevity of life could depress us! Rather it ought to spur us to seek the Saviour
and if we are already Christians to live each day to please Him.

Secondly: To teach us to live each day to the full. Life is too short to waste.
As each day dawns we should recall Psalm 118:24: "This is the day which the
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Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it." These words are in a Psalm
predicting Christ's resurrection after His atoning death. His death and resurrection
give meaning and direction to each day. His death and resurrection are the source
of our daily joy.

Thirdly, Because God guides us one step at a time, day by day, through our
lives. When 130 years old, Jacob met Pharaoh and spoke about "the days of the
years of my pilgrimage" (Genesis 47:9). Jacob viewed his life as a long series
of days in which God had led him. He also saw himself as a pilgrim on a journey
to heaven.

Fourthly, Because God gives provision, pardon and protection day by day.
Jesus taught us to pray: "Give us this day our daily bread.... Forgive us our debts
... And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil" (Matthew 6: -12).

We also learn from Psalm 90:12-

2. To live from the heart
Moses prays, "That we may apply our hearts to wisdom". Nowadays we hear a
great deal about taking care of the heart. Adverts and articles encourage us not to
smoke and to eat low-fat food to keep the cholesterol down. Doctors tell us that
too much cholesterol causes heart attacks. Are we taking care of our spiritual
heart? The heart speaks of the things we love. It represents the principles that
motivate our actions and govern our decisions. Therefore Solomon commands
us to "keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life"
(Proverbs 4:23). How do we guard our hearts? By controlling the tongue (verse
24), shielding the eyes (verse 25) and watching where we place our feet (verses
26-27). Numbering our days means taking care of the heart every moment of
every day.

A third truth we learn from Psalm 90:12 is -

3. To live by God's wisdom
Moses desires to give his heart "unto wisdom". We need wisdom to know how to
relate God's Word to every situation we meet and to every decision we have to
make. The wisdom we need is not human wisdom but God's wisdom which
He is willing to give and which comes to us through our Lord Jesus Christ (James
1:5,17; 1 Corinthians 1:30).

So then, Psalm 90:12 encourages each day to seek the Lord's guidance and
presence. In this way we will be ready when our turn comes to join the one in
three people who die every second. We may then die in peace because we will
enter a world where there is no dying, a world of perfect peace and joy.

Christ's yoke is lined with love, so that it never galls the necks of His people: "His
commandments are not grievous" (1 John 5:3). John Flavel
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The Question of Questions
DAVID N. SAMUEL (Devizes)

"Dost thou believe on the Son ofGod?" (John 9:35)

WE get asked many questions in life; some of them are important, others not.
From time to time we meet people with clip-boards conducting surveys, who want
to ask us a lot of questions. I imagine, like me, you see them coming and try to
avoid them. We get asked questions when we go for a job interview. These are
important; our future employment prospects and hopes depend on it. And, of
course, there are the questions we are asked when we sit examinations - these are
vitally important, too. But what is the most important question you can ever be
asked? It is this: Do you believe on the Son of God? It is the question of questions.
Upon it hang the issues of life and death, of time and eternity.

People get excited today when they are asked a question on which a great deal
of money hangs. "If you get this right," the quizmaster says, "you win a fortune,
you will get a million pounds." Oh, the hush, the tension, the expectancy in the
audience. Will he get it right? But all this pales into insignificance besides this:
"Do you believe on the Son of God?" Your answer determines your future destiny,
not merely for time, but for eternity.

Do not think that you can brush it aside and get on with life. This is the whole
point of life! You were created not just for time but for eternity. You have an
immortal soul. I must, therefore, press this question: Do you believe on the Son
of God? As with all questions, it is important to understand it. When you go into
an examination, what is the very first thing you must do? Read the questions
carefully. Do not be in a hurry, do not assume you know. Take time to understand
the question and be sure that you really know what you are being asked. So let us
analyse this question, and break it down into its different parts, so that we really
understand it: "Do you believe on the Son of God?"

1. What is meant by "the Son ofGod"?

The man who was asked this question showed considerable perception and
discernment; he did not immediately answer, "Yes", or "No". When Jesus asked
him, "Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" he answered: "Who is he,
Lord ... ?" He wanted to understand the question. Who was it that he was being
asked to believe in? He had some acquaintance with Jesus. Jesus had worked a
miracle and restored his sight, and had spoken to him, and told him to go and
wash in the pool Siloam. He knew that he was called Jesus, for he had told the
Pharisees, when they questioned him about it, that "a man called Jesus made clay,
and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, 'Go to the pool Siloam, and wash"'.
When he was asked by the Pharisees what he thought of Jesus, he said, "He is a
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prophet" - that is, He is no ordinary man, for He had done a very remarkable
thing. He had restored sight to one who was born blind.

All this showed that he knew something about Jesus, but it was not enough. It
was not enough to answer this great question, "Do you believe on the Son of God?".

People know something about Jesus today, although it is a great deal less than
people used to know. But if they occasionally go to church or Sunday school, if
they are told something about Christianity at school, they will know that Jesus
was born in Palestine, that He was born in a stable; for this, at least, is in some of
the carols they sing at Christmas. They will have heard that He went about
teaching and healing people, that He was a prophet of some kind. They will know
that He was crucified between two thieves, and that He was reported to have risen
from the dead. Now, all this they may know, but it is not enough. Not enough to
answer this great question, Do you believe on the Son of God?

To be able to answer that question we must know more. We need to know
something of His coming from God, something of His divine nature. Think of the
question Jesus put to the Pharisees: "What think ye of Christ?" Is He David's son,
or is he David's Lord? That, surely, is the crux of the matter. Is Christ merely
descended from David, and therefore no more than human? Or is He from above,
and therefore David's Lord and God? Is He natural or a supernatural figure? Is He
merely man or God incarnate? That is the great question.

That was the nature of the question that Jesus put to the man who was born
blind, and whom He had cured. It is the same question that He poses for men and
women today. And this is the sticking point for many. They are prepared to say,
He was a good man, a great man, perhaps, the greatest. But they cannot and will
not say that He is the Son of God. But that is the question, "Do you believe on the
Son of God?". The Bible is absolutely unequivocal about this, nothing less will
do: Jesus is the Son of God. Take, for example, the opening words of the Gospel
of John: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.... And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace
and truth.... "

Or take the confession of Peter at Caesarea Philippi. Jesus asked the disciples,
"Whom do men say that I, the Son of man, am?". They answered that some said
He was John the Baptist, some Elijah, some Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. But
Jesus pressed the question on them personally, "But whom say ye that I am?". And
Simon Peter answered and said: "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."
Nothing less will do. But why is this so? Why is it not sufficient for people to
believe and say that Jesus was a good man, a prophet? Why is it. necessary to
believe in Him as the Son of God? It is necessary because no mere man can open
the eyes of one who has been born blind. Without this confession you have no
Saviour, no almighty Deliverer. Do you believe on the Son of God? It is necessary
to do so to be saved, for none other can save you but God's Son. All others fall
short of what is required.
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No mere human sacrifices, however precious or costly, can satisfy God or take
away sin.

"Not all the blood of beasts
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty conscience peace,
Or wash away its stain."

No mere human sorrow, repentance or tears can atone 

" ... Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone ... "

No human righteousness or goodness can avail. "There is none righteous, no,
not one" (Romans 3:10). There is sin in the very best deeds of the very best men.
No human virtue can stand the scrutfny of a holy God. Only the blood and
sacrifice of God's own Son can save us from wrath and judgment. "The blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:7). Only the intercession
and mediation of the Son of God can reconcile us to God and make our peace with
Him. "If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins" (1 John 2: 1-2). Only the
righteousness of the Son of God can justify us in the sight of God. "Therefore being
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. ... For
if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life" (Romans 5:1, 10).

You see, then, how important is this question: "Do you believe on the Son of
God?" Whatever else you may believe about Jesus will not do, it cannot help and
it cannot save you. Only Jesus Christ the Son of God can reach down to you in
your lost condition and deliver you from it. As John writes at the conclusion of
his Gospel: "But these [things] are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name"
(John 20:31).

2. Let us consider the middle part of this great and important question; that
is, "believing".
"Do you believe on the Son of God?" Do you have faith in Jesus the Son of God?
Faith is the opening of the eyes of the soul. In our natural state we are all
spiritually blind.

"Lord, I was blind, I could not see
In Thy marred visage any grace.... "

That is the confession we all have to make; we are born in unbelief and sin. We
cannot in a natural state see spiritual things. "The natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know
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them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Corinthians 2:14). The Spirit of
God must first open the eyes of our understanding, before we can see and believe
on the Son of God. "No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost"
(1 Corinthians 12:3).

In this story physical sight and spiritual sight are related. The one is a kind of
parable or explanation of the other. This man in the story was, as we have seen,
born blind. The natural world was completely hidden from him in darkness. He
had never seen people or trees or houses or any of the sights we take for granted.
He was"entirely ignorant of what the world looked like. But now, as a result of the
miracle that Jesus performed on him, he saw all things clearly.

This, John tells us, is a sign of what our Lord came to do for us spiritually. In
this Gospel Jesus' miracles are called signs (semeia), that is, they are intended to
be understood and applied not only physically, but also spiritually, to throw light
on the nature of salvation, which Christ came to bring. He came into the world not
only to give physical sight, but to open the eyes of the spiritually blind. To open
their eyes, the "eyes of the heart", as Paul puts it in Ephesians 1:18, to the things
of God, so that they might see by faith.

Seeing, they say, is believing. Well, believing also is seeing, spiritually. He who
does not believe is spiritually blind. We are all born in that condition of spiritual
blindness, unable to see the truth about Christ or understand who He really is. Just
like the Pharisees who did not believe. We may know certain things about Him
with the mind, but the truth of it, the reality, the power, spiritually, is hidden from
us. We need the Holy Spirit to anoint the eyes of our understandings, that we
might see who Jesus is, and what He came to do. We need the spiritual eye salve
or anointing of the Spirit of God. As Jesus performed a miracle upon this man's
sight, by anointing His eyes, so we need a miracle of grace performed upon the
heart. Without this miracle of grace we all remain shut up in unbelief.

"No man can truly say,
That Jesus is the Lord,
Unless Thou take the veil away
And breathe the living Word."

There are only two sorts of people in the world - those who have spiritual sight
and those who have not. The dying thief saw what his companion could not see.
He had faith; he saw Jesus was the Son of God and the Saviour of the world.
When his companion, in unbelief, railed upon Jesus, he rebuked him and said:
"Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? ... but this
man hath done nothing amiss." He saw by faith the sacrificial Lamb of God, who
takes away the sins of the world.

Paul's conversion was associated with the shining of a great light. We are told,
that "as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round
about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth" (Acts 9:3-4). He was
blinded physically and was without sight for three days, but the eyes of his soul
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were opened. Every true conversion is associated with the shining of spiritual
light into the heart. "God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ" (2 Corinthians 4:6).

We may have known the historical facts before about the Lord Jesus Christ, but
when God shines in our hearts, then we know them truly, really, and understand
what it all means. We see it all, by faith, as clearly as we see the sun in the sky or
our face in a mirror. "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things'not seen" (Hebrews 11:1).

"Lord, I was blind, I could not see,
In Thy marred visage any grace;
But now the beauty of Thy face,
In radiant vision dawns on me."

Do you believe on the Son of God? Do you see Jesus and know that He is your
Redeemer, Saviour and Friend?

3. Let us now consider the last part of the question - which grammatically is
the first

"Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" We are concerned here with the little
word "thou" - or as we would say today, "you". But "thou" is the singular
number, that is, it is a question that is addressed to each individual, not to people
en masse. This is a personal question, it searches out the individual. We must each
answer for ourselves; we cannot hide behind other people, and no one else can
answer for us. We must enter the kingdom of God one by one.

Our Saviour in another place said, "I am the door". He was speaking about the
sheep and the sheepfold. It is said that the eastern shepherd used to act as the door
to the sheepfold. He would stand astride the entrance and count the sheep in one
by one, and would then lie down in the entrance to make sure they were safe.

That is the only way to life and salvation, to enter one by one into the kingdom
of God, through personal faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

In our history books we read of whole tribes being converted. For example,
when Augustine came to this country from Rome in the sixth century, he first went
to the king and his court and, when they were converted, all the people likewise
became Christians. It would, however, be truer to say, they were caLLed Christians,
for it was not the same thing as believing to the saving of the soul. People are not
saved wholesale but, as the Bible tells us, one by one. Real Christianity does
not deal with men and women as mere crowds. It singles out the individual, and
makes him conscious that he stands alone before God. Luther's experience was
shot through with this aweful sense of being alone in the presence of God. It is
the hall-mark of true religion. Through it we are brought to real repentance and
living faith.
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"Are there few that be saved?" said a man in the crowd to Jesus. What answer
did our Lord give? "Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you,
will seek to enter in, and shall not be able" (Luke 13:23-24). And again: "Enter ye
in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it" (Matthew
7:13-14).

Jesus made it clear that salvation is both an individual and a personal matter.
And put very simply it comes down to this: "Do you believe in the Son of God?"

John Wesley, as a young clergyman, went out to America in 1736 to convert the
Indians, but he discovered that he was not converted himself. He met with some
German Lutherans and asked their advice. One of the pastors said: "I must first
ask you one or two questions. Have you the witness within yourself? Does the
Spirit of God bear witness with your spirit, that you are a child of God?" Wesley
wrote in his Journal: "I was surprised, and knew not what to answer. He observed
it, and asked: 'Do you know Jesus Christ?'. 1 paused, and said, 'I know He is the
Saviour of the world'. 'True,' he replied, 'but do you know He has saved you?'.
I answered, 'I hope He has died to save me'. He only added, 'Do you know
yourself?'. 1 said, 'I do'. But I fear they were vain words."

This is what it all ultimately turns upon. Can you say with Paul, "the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me" (Galatians 2:20)? All religion
which has not that personal note lacks authenticity, and ends up in mere
formalism. "Dost thou believe on the Son of God?"

Conclusion

This is the great question of questions. There is no other that is more important.
The issues of life and death, heaven and hell, time and eternity all hang upon the
answer to it. Be sure you know what it means, that you understand the terms of it.
Do you believe in the Son of God? Do you believe that He is no mere man,
however great, but the very Son of God, who alone is able to save you?

Do you have a real and lively faith and trust in Him? Not just a head knowledge
but a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ? Have the eyes of your understanding
been opened to see and know and trust in Christ?

Do you have a personal faith? Does the Spirit of God witness with your spirit,
that you are a child of God and an heir of heaven? Happy are those who can
answer, "Yes"!

Punishment shall not exceed the desert of sin, but the punishment of sin shall be
like the sin in its kind. It shall be the same, not only in degree, but also in likeness.
Punishment often bears the image and superscription of sin upon it. You may see
the father's face and features in the child. "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap" (Galatians 6:7) Joseph Caryl
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God's Two Great Preachers
GEORGE F H. HALL (Stafford)

"Let the words ofmy mouth, and the meditation ofmy heart, be acceptable in
. thy sight, 0 Lord, my strength, and my redeemer" (Psalm 19:14)

THE words of my text are heard often from the pulpit and therefore have probably
become familiar to many of us, rather like a drive along a well-known road, and
it is because of that very familiarity that I want to look at what led David to pray
them at the end of this psalm. To continue with my simile, I want us to walk rather
than drive along that familiar road so that we can take in more of the features of
it instead of hurrying by. So let us turn to Psalm 19 and read it through.

Creation preaches the glory of God univ~rsally, incessantly

David sets before us the wonder of creation. That wonder is so easy to brush off
as something unremarkable, or "just natural", as men say. Because the sun rises
and sets and night follows day in unending succession, we hardly give such an
astonishing fact a second thought. But the first verse makes a very strong
statement: "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork." Those words do not make room for any doubt or speculation. They
say quite simply that the sky itself speaks of a Creator. It is a worldwide broadcast
that does not need a soundtrack or TV set. There is no hint in the statement of an
accidental "big bang" or any other such notion.

What is the "glory of God"? It is the revealing of His majesty and power and
sovereignty, certainly, but there is another side to it. That glory is shown by God's
goodness to mankind. All that we see and benefit from in creation reflects God's
goodness, His glory. It was He who made the world for us to live in and enjoy:
"And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good."
It was man who marred this perfection: " ... cursed is the ground for thy sake;
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life" was God's judgement on
Adam's and Eve's disobedience (Genesis 1:31; 3:17).

Verses 2, 3 and 4 tell how the influence of God reaches into every corner of the
earth. Nobody in the world is left without clear, visible evidence of God's
handiwork, as the apostle Paul points out: "For the invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse"
(Romans 1:20): " ... they are without excuse" - idol worshippers, atheists,
agnostics, sceptics, evolutionists or whatever label they like to tie on themselves.
So in the second part of verse 4, David leads up to the greatest visible feature of
all in God's creation - the sun. It is not thought of as something to be worshipped
as thousands of unbelievers have done and probably still do. On the contrary,
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"Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye him sun and moon; praise him all ye stars of light",
are the words of Psalm 148:3. No hint of sun worship there: rather the sun is an
instrument, an agent of God, something through which His will is carried out. And
David here paints a delightful picture of the heavens asa tent, a tabernacle, for the
use of the sun. It's the sun's home from which it comes out and makes its journey
in all its glory, like a bridegroom coming out of his tent. The Bible often uses a
bridegroom as a symbol for God. The Lord Jesus plainly referred to Himself as
the Bridegroom when the disciples of John the Baptist asked why His disciples
did not fast in the same way that they and the Pharisees did. "And Jesus said unto
them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn as long as the bridegroom is
with them?" (Matthew 9:15).

Jesus is sometimes spoken of as the Sun, that is S-u-n, the Sun of
Righteousness, and we are told that at the transfiguration "his face did shine as the
sun, and his raiment was white as the light" (Matthew 17:2). He also said of
Himself, "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John 8:12). So it seems that in this
picture of the sun being arrayed like a bridegroom in his glory, David is pointing
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to the Lord Jesus Christ.

The thing to hold onto in this imagery is that it is impossible to see any meaning
to the creation of the universe unless it is revealed to us by the light of Christ. I
remember during the 1997 General Election one of the party leaders said in
answer to a question about going to church on Sundays that he found he could be
just as close to God if he went walking on the Yorkshire fells as he could be in
church. Well, he would certainly be close to one of the outstanding created
beauties of this land, but whether, therefore, he was closer to loving God with all
his heart, and with all his soul and with all his mind, I don't know.

It is at this point that the psalm makes a sudden change of direction in verse 7.
David turns from what can be seen outside by the eye, to look inside on what is
revealed to the inward eye of the soul. His opening words in verse 7 are just as
firm and uncompromising as those in verse 1. "The law of the Lord is perfect."
We have grown quite unused to such statements that brook no contradiction. The
sort of thing we hear nowadays is likely to be hedged about with ifs and buts and
maybes and depending on this, that, and the other.

God's law savingly converts the soul

David turns from the evidence of God's power in the outside world to consider
the evidence of God's power within himself, in his own life. What was true for
David is true also for us. Creation itself is not sufficient on its own to be the
driving power in our lives. The power of God the Creator must come within us.
The law of God, His teaching, is the only thing that will convert the human soul
from the evil it will follow if it is left to go its own natural way.

"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul." The marginal reading
gives "restoring" as an alternative meaning for "converting", and that's what
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converting is - restoring our natures to strive for original perfection. We can't do
it for ourselves, but only by the doctrine of God. This should not surprise us when
we consider that the physical world conforms to God's laws. Everything we see
around us keeps to God's laws: leaves continue to fall off trees, water finds its
own 'level, the sun rises and sets and high and low tides all happen at their
appointed times. All these created things obey the laws of nature, which is the law
of God. William Cowper put it well when he wrote: "'Nature' is but a name for
an effect whose cause is God."

So there is no reason why the law of the Lord should not apply to man. We also
are created, but we are not things; we have in us the breath of life from God. The
perfect, unerring law of God is for our benefit. The Epistle of James is helpful in
understanding this. James 1:25: "Whoso looketh into the perfect law ... ", that is,
if a man shall study and meditate upon God's law, "and continueth therein, not
being a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work ... ", that is, he perseveres in
putting it into practice in his daily life, " ... this man shall be blessed in his deed."
Then he shall find blessing.

Such blessing is a benefit from the "perfect law of liberty", the law that can
guide and govern our lives just as the laws of God in the universe govern the sun
and moon, the stars and planets and all the hosts of heaven. When we say
"liberty", it is not the liberty of license to behave as we like, to "do our own thing"
as it were, but just the opposite; it is to be liberated from those very chains that
keep us prisoners of sin. We should think of it as a law of liberation.

"The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple," says verse 7.
"Testimony" is the evidence that a witness gives. Here we are being assured that
the evidence of Christ's love is absolutely reliable and will not deceive us. The
evidence is frequently proclaimed in the Holy Bible. This is what Paul told
Timothy in the Second Epistle to Timothy 3:14-15: "But continue thou in the
things which thou has learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou
hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus." And those words at the end of verse 7: " ... making wise the simple." The
"simple" are those of an honest, straightforward and open mind, especially those
who are humble enough to know their own need for the blessing of salvation and
who have a mind willing to receive the truth. Sadly we meet many who show
great determination in keeping their minds closed.

David has more to say about the law of the Lord in verse 8: "The statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart." We speak of statute law meaning that which
is definite and laid down and not to be questioned, and by keeping it we have a
clear conscience. If we keep the law of Christ we have peace in out hearts given
by having a clear conscience.

In verse 9 he says that, "the fear of the Lord is clean". Fear is a great factor in
human life, and we hear much about it these days, especially of people living in
fear of crime and poverty and sickness. Because of these unpleasant things, fear
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is always presented as evil and something to be done away with, so it is surprising
to read of clean fear. But that shouldn't be strange when we have just heard in
verse 8 that "the commandment of the Lord is pure", because purity speaks of
cleanliness. His commandment is trustworthy, it's a pure light, not a false light to
lead us astray. "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path"
(Psalm 119: 105).

Natural fear helps us to preserve our lives in everyday things like crossing the
road, or watching how far we swim out to sea when on holiday, and to be sensible
when we are dealing with fire and electricity and so on. All those are healthy
fears, and so is a proper fear of the Lord. Fear of the Lord will keep us from doing
things that debase us and make our souls dirty. Psalm 106:39 gives us a glimpse
of some of the things that brought judgement upon Israel: "Thus were they defiled
with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions." Just think
of some of the things that are done in our land today - in church, in state, in
medicine, in agriculture, in schools - things that debase us because we have
forgotten to have a clean, healthy fear of God.

The meaning of verse 9's words that "the judgment.s of the Lord are true and
righteous altogether" is that when God's judgements come upon us they show us
the truth that God will not tolerate sin. It is part of God's law that unrepented sin
must be punished. His judgements are righteous because they are thoroughly
deserved.

God is loving, but He is not wishy-washy. David then picks two things in this
world known for their purity as an illustration in verse 10 - gold and honey.
"More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also
than honey and the honeycomb." A great deal of ore has to be mined and then
refined to remove all the worthless impurities before one gets a single bar of gold.
Honey, I believe, is the purest form of food there is. Pick up a jar and read the
label, under "ingredients" there should be just one word - honey. The label might
also say where it comes from and what flavour it has - New Zealand, kiwi fruit
flavour, but that's all.

Those are two things known to us for their purity, but the law of the Lord is
purer and more precious than gold, and of greater benefit than even the delight of
dipping one's finger into honey. How is the law of the Lord more to be desired
and sweeter than these two? This is how: gold and honey are pleasing to the eye
and to the taste, but they are for here and now only. The law of the Lord can bring
us to eternal life.

Those words in verses 12 and 13 must surely touch a tender spot with most of
us. "Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults. Keep
back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over
me.... " We can't, or are reluctant to, see our own faults. Those who are most
critical and severe about the faults of others are often the most indulgent of their
own sins and shortcomings. Secret from our own eyes and the eyes of others they
may be, but there is nothing hidden from God. As we pray at the beginning of the
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service of Holy Communion - "Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit. ... " David makes earnest prayer not
to be,brought under the bondage of sins that can master him. "Presumptuous sins"
are sins of pride and deliberate defiance of God, sins that challenge God, a wicked
and a futile thing to do. We won't be without sin in this life or our Lord wouldn't
have told us to pray "forgive us our trespasses", but with the strength of the Holy
Spirit in us we are to strive, and "the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all
sin" (1 John 1:7).

Meditation on these brings us to pray in a way God helps
So we come full circle to David's closing prayer: "Let the words of my mouth,
and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, 0 Lord, my strength,
and my redeemer." We may ask, "H<;>w do our words and thoughts become
acceptable to God?" The answer is by doing His will, and His will is that we
should humbly obey His law. "If ye love me, keep my commandments," said
Jesus (John 14:15). God does not want mere ritual and ceremony for its own sake.
He accepts genuine heart offering - " ... a broken and a contrite heart, 0 God,
thou wilt not despise" (Psalm 51: 17). So David prays that his thoughts and words
on the glory of creation will become acceptable by being translated into action.
The beauties and wonders of creation are to be admired and enjoyed, but they are
the backdrop to life. Life is to be lived out on the stage of this world in a way
pleasing to God. Those words of the mouth and meditation of the heart are not to
be empty musings, but must result in something positive. Words are spoken
thoughts; they are a halfway stage; fully grown they should become a way
acceptable and pleasing to God. Thus David's prayer becomes our prayer for
ourselves as well. Amen.

-e-

The Preachers
J. M-I.

This appeared in the Gospel Magazine in June 1766 and is as relevant today
as it was then

THE MORAL PREACHER

The smooth-tongued moral preacher thus begins,
"Repent, believe, leave off your former sins;
Attend the worship of the temple true,
And see you give to every man his due.
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Bestow your alms likewise when you see need,
The naked clothe, the helpless orphan feed.
And when you fail (for all come short sometimes)
Repent again; be sorry for your crimes.
Thus if from day to day you ever live,
Depend upon it, God will you forgive.
Mind not what preachers do, but what they say.
And safe to heaven this will your souls convey.
Then think with what serenity of mind
You may at death leave this vain world behind."

THE EFFECT

With what applause this doctrine is received,
And by their practice how it is believed,
Is plainly seen by the unthinking throng,
Who praise the preacher with united tongue.
But if the applauding hearers we inspect,
We soon shall see how they these rules neglect.
Their base immoral lives most plainly show
They practice not, nor think the doctrine true,
Yet nothing suits the natural man so well,
As by his works to save himself from hell.
And when he fails he thinks he can repent,
Give God his due, and rest with heart content.
Thus in the path that leads to endless woe,
The poor deluded wretches daily go.

THE EVANGELICAL PREACHER

But lo! the Gospel-preacher, he begins
To show the people their enormous sins.
And having opened his divine commission,
He shows by nature man's undone condition,
And that he may their due attention draw,
He opens first God's pure unchanging law:
Which doth a most tremendous curse denounce
On every soul of man that sins but once;
And that it never will revoke the sentence,
For all their bitter cries and deep repentance.
For ever doth this perfect law declare
To every sinner, death and dire despair.
The hearers thus alarmed begin to cry,
"What must we do! or whither shall we fly!"
The Preacher now perceives an opening wound,
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Then 10, he probes it deep to make it sound;
And having searched the bottom well, he lays
A healing plaister on to give it ease.
Namely, the Saviour's all-atoning blood,
The only balsam that can do it good.
This being by the Holy Ghost applied,
The wound is healed, the sinner justified.
And here the true believer's peace begins,
He now beholds, abhors, and leaves his sins.
For here he sees them wholly washed away
In Jesus' blood, that rich, that boundless sea!
And thus the wounded spirit ease receives,
Soon as the blessed Gospel he believes.

THE EFFECT
The sinner thus convinced and justified,
By being with a righteousness supplied
Without his works, what must be the effect?
May he not then all duties quite neglect?
Live as he list, and take his fill of sin,
Nor fear the speaking monitor within?
Doth not this doctrine lead to mad excess,
And give a loose to all licentiousness?
No: far from this: to whom there's much forgiven
By free donation of indulgent heaven,
Loves much, and would not in the least presume
To grieve his gracious Lord for time to come;
But doth with joy in paths of duty run,
Not like a slave, but an obedient son.
This is the effect on all whoe'er believes,
And cordially the Word of truth receives.
But whoso dare this Gospel grace abuse,
It with the fullest demonstration shews,
That they a pardon free have not received,
Nor yet in CHRIST the LORD believed;
But still are bound in satan's cruel chain,
Under God's wrath, not being born again.
Such is the effect the Gospel preached affords;
Not by man's will and wisdom but the Lord's.
For some it proves a favour unto life;
To others death, thro' unbelief and strife.
But all doth God's sublime decree fulfil,
Who orders all things by His righteous will.
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Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King lames) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to
war'! readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel
Magazine remains true to the AVas the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English.
That we name another translation does not mean we endorse it.

A Heart for Missions - Five Pioneer Thinkers. Ron Davies. Christian Focus
Publications. pp. 151, paperback. Price not known. ISBN 1 85792233 6.

The author has been thinking and lecturing about mission for forty years, and some of the fruits are
seen in this pleasant and highly readable little book. That they are called thinkers rather than
missionaries gives us a clue as to what he intends to convey.

He states that there seems to have been a delay of nearly 300 years from the Protestant
Reformation to the great missionary movement of the late 18th century, which may seem alarming,
but then what are we ourselves doing to reach the unsaved, and especially those who have not so
much as heard the name of Jesus? This book only claims to supply part of the answer. Whilst
the author blames theological hair-splitting, there were always some people doing something
somewhere. These people had been born again, and thought and prayed, right attitude producing
right attitude. Calvin and Jan Comenius (1592-16'70) meditated on the Lord's Prayer but though
having the same zeal, were in different circumstances.

Short chapters on Jonathan Edwards, Cotton Mather and Richard Baxter bridge the centuries.
Surprisingly, Baxter had to argue for the application of the great commission to all time. The book
is full of interesting information. For the author, Zinzendorf stands head and shoulders above the
rest, and demonstrates a church with no "passengers", every member being motivated and
mobilized, can still do great things for God. Perhaps it is because Zinzendorf and the Moravians
were so imperfect and yet used mightily that we can be encouraged by this book, not only to think
about missions but also press on. P.J.R.

Thirsting Soul - the saving work of God in the heart of man. Roger Fellows.
Evangelical Press. pp. 159, paperback. £7.95. ISBN 0 85234 506 2.

The author, a retired pastor living in Canada, explains the scope of this book in his Introduction.
"What exactly is the Gospel? The gospel is about a plan of salvation - a plan that only God could
conceive and carry out. It is a plan that was formulated to save those who could not save themselves
- sinners. In other words, God saves sinners, 'thirsting souls', in need of 'the saving work of God
in the heart of man"'.

God's plan embraces depravity, election, atonement, invincible grace, conversion, justification,
adoption, sanctification, perseverance and glorification. Roger Fellows, using the NIV, brings a
fresh approach to these themes often using apt illustrations such as the girl who invited the Queen
to tea! The point of the story is that we have access to God's throne 24 hours a day and should
therefore avail ourselves of this privilege.

I would recommend this book to anyone who desires a deeper understanding of the Gospel -
shouldn't we all long for that? S.K.E.

On the Wings ofthe Dove. The international effects ofthe 1904-05 Revival. Noel
Gibbard. Bryntirion Press. £9.95.

As a Welsh minister and currently President of the Evangelical Theological College of Wales, Dr.
Gibbard is well qualified to address this subject. The story of the 1904-05 Revival, and in particular
the story of Evan Roberts, is widely-known but its immense influence across the globe is probably
not so well ~ppreciated. This brief but scholarly book demonstrates comprehensively how, perhaps
more so than any other similar work of God, the Welsh Revival spread rapidly to many other
countries. Even compared with 1859, by 1905 inter-continental travel had become a much easier and
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more readily accessible means of communication, a pOint that could have been more explicitly
drawn out in the book.

A brief introductory section places the Revival in the context of history - evangelical reaction to
the growth of critical theories of the Bible, the Keswick Convention, the breakdown of
denominational barriers through such institutions as the Evangelical Alliance and YMCNYWCA.
The story of the revival in Wales itself is only briefly touched on, particular reference being made
to the role of Mrs Jessie Penn-Lewis, an indefatigable writer and correspondent, who did much to
spread the news. Fourteen chapters then relate the influence of the Revival in various countries or
groups of countries, arranged by continent, Europe, the Americas, Asia and Australia. A final section
examines the longer term influence and effects of the Revival.

Although the book takes a broadly positive view of its subject, it is not uncritical, particularly
where some leaders began to move in the direction of Pentecostalism or excessive pietism. Where
the revival itself had been fostered and fed by a spirit of unity among true believers, charismatic
influence very often worked in an opposite direction, especially where the gift of tongues was
regarded as an indispensable sign of baptism in the Holy Spirit. Some of those who found this
tendency repugnant considered it to be the work of Satan.

For this reviewer, the book was, if anything, too short, too many names making tantalisingly brief
appearances. Nevertheless, the book is extensively annotated and the curious reader is directed to
numerous other sources of information, although some of these, one suspects, will not be easy to
track down, outside specialist libraries. J.B.D.

The Valley of Vision. Ed. Arthur Bennett. Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 405, hardback in
Cabra leather. £19.95. ISBN 0 85151 821 4.

Of this work the Editor states in his Introduction: "The book is not intended to be read as a prayer
manual. The soul learns to pray by praying; for prayer is communion with a transcendent and
immanent God who on the ground of his nature and attributes calls forth all the powers of the
redeemed soul in acts of total adoration and dedication." That said, the prayers in this book are
well chosen, helpful and helpfully laid out by categories and subjects. Those who find the
need, perhaps occasionally, for assistance in prayer, will discover that this is a better volume than
some that are available today. The language is reverent though personal, the petitions are doctrinal
and experiential.

The only (small) criticism is that, although there is a list of contributors in the Introduction, we
are not told who wrote which prayer. This may, of course, be intentional. The volume is well
produced, with a presentation page and a ribbon marker.

At the asking price, it may be suitable as a gift on some special occasion. E.J.M.

Mission to the Headhunters. Frank and Marie Drown. Christian Focus Publications.
pp. 396, paperback. Price not known. ISBN 1 857927214.

This is an expanded and updated version of a book originally published in 1961, and tells the story
of pioneer missionary enterprise amongst the Shuar and Atshuar tribes of the Ecuador rainforests. It
was in December 1945 that Frank and Marie Drown, married for just over a year, landed in Ecuador
to begin a work amongst the headhunting tribes along the Makuma river, which was to occupy them
for thirty-seven years. This account of their experiences as they gradually broke down the barriers
of hatred, fear and suspicion and brought the message of the saving Glospel of Jesus Christ to
individuals and families will thrill the hearts of those who read it. The hardship and privation which
they faced, their courage and patience in the face of ever-present danger, their disappointment and
sadness at unfulfilled hopes, and the joy of seeing the Lord at work in the hearts and lives of men
and women, boys and girls, are all vividly portrayed.

The fruit of their labours is seen in a flourishing association of Bible-believing Churches having
a profound influence on the way of life of these former heathen peoples, and themselves sending out
their own teams to witness to those who have as yet not heard the Gospel. A remarkable, heart
warming and challenging book. J.P.W.




