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o altar, altar, thus saith the Lord; Behold, a child shall be born
unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the

priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be
burnt upon thee" (l Kings 13:2)

THREE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS later, this prophecy against the altar in
Bethel came to pass quite literally, when King Josiah cleansed the land of idolatry,
and did exactly what the prophecy foretold. Those standing by told him he
had long ago been prophesied by name to do this. It must have been a great
confirmation to Josiah to see that God so long ago forenamed him to carry out that
service. It must have caused him to think, to take stock and be encouraged in his
good work for God.

Is my name recorded?
This New Year, like Josiah, we must pause, think, and take stock. The question
facing us is the same: do I believe that God has written down my name? He
believed God had predetermined every act of his in the counsels of eternity, and
that no predetermined act can be unfulfilled on earth so he had no problem
believing that God had written down "Josiah". Do you believe God has your name
down as in Revelation 21 :27: "they which are written in the Lamb's Book of
Life"? The Lord Jesus said, "your names are written in heaven" to the disciples,
in Luke 10:20. It is a solemn 'matter, for He also said in John 12:47-48, "If any
man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the
world, but to save the world. He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him
in the last day." Be sure your name is written in the Lamb's book of life.
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Can I know?
You can know by the same method as Josiah. He believed God's Word. God put
His life into Josiah's soul, and he realised that what revolted men, the stench of
burning dead men's bones, was a fit perfume to send up from this altar to heaven.
The odour of repentance pleases God. The altar of false things must be defiled.
When we believe God has written down our names in heaven, God puts His life
and His eyes in us. We see that what is precious is defiled, and must go. Two
people I saw converted first burnt all their precious record collection. In Acts
19:19 the converts brought their magic books and publicly burned them, and they
were worth "fifty thousand pieces of silver". Have you in your inmost being
defiled the altar of your most precious lusts? Josiah never saved one relic, one
bone. Defile all that stood for the old life and bum it, and know.

Can I be sure?
You can be sure your name is written in God's book, and you will go to heaven,
by believing. Then how can I be sure I believe? By doing like believing Josiah.
He restored God to His rightful position in the land, by restoring God's temple
and worship, and so must you, in your life. Ambrose in the fourth century said
Christians kept a fast on 1st January to counteract the evil effects of heathen
orgies. They worshipped God by fasting to counteract the evil all around. So will
you worship God in spirit and in truth. You will restore God to His rightful
position as Lord of your life, and be sure.

Can I be absolutely certain?
Yes, you can be perfectly certain. Josiah found the book of the Law of God, and
he read it, and found assurance. It told him to keep the Passover feast, and he kept
it. The Passover was when they remembered God redeemed them from Egypt, by
the angel of death passing over the houses where the blood was on the doorposts
and lintels. Those firstborn did not die. In every house without the sprinkled blood
the firstborn died that night. Josiah trusted the Passover blood, and God said to
Josiah in 2 Chronicles 34:28: "Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou
shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shalt thine eyes see all the evil that
I will bring upon this place and the inhabitants of the same." Can I be absolutely
certain that God will bring me safe through death and the judgment? Yes, by
trusting the shed blood of Christ's cross. He died in our place to bear the judgment
due to our sins. The Lord Jesus says in John 5:24: "Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life,
and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from death unto life." You
can be certain that you are written in God's book of life, safe for evermore.

Conclusion
We are slow to understand anything spiritual. We understand money and this life,
but we are dim-witted when it comes to spiritual things. So let us go through the
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matter once more. To be written in the Lamb's book of life we must believe. That
is the essential to entering heaven and nothing more is required. It is so simple
that few believe it could be, suspecting a dud, a trap or a scam. They feel they
must do something.

When we believe, then we see through God's eyes. Being born anew, we see
what is precious to men is abomination to God, so it has to go. We then see that
what men despise, God loves, and so do we, just like Josiah. Assurance lies down
that road.

--e--

A New Year Sermon
BY THE EDITOR

"And after these things 1 saw four angels standing on the four corners of the
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the
earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. And 1 saw another angel ascending from
the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the
four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, saying, Hurt not
the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants ofour God
in their foreheads" (Revelation 7:1-3)

I THINK it was Einstein who said what is important is not knowledge, but
imagination. And when you look at the Bible, God has used the writer's sanctified
imaginative powers to bring us lessons we can grasp, which we could not if
written as doctrine. Somewhere above Patmos, the Apostle John saw the
judgment of this world, represented by four winds at the four corners of the earth,
held back by four angels. When those winds fall on the earth, as they fell on the
house of Job's sons and daughters, they will smash it to smithereens. This is the
picture before us.

Now this chapter is an interlude. Chapter six deals with the four horsemen, with
the souls under the altar, and with the end of all things, pictured under the opening
in heaven of six seals, five being judgments upon earth. Now the seventh seal
starts in chapter eight, and follows the seal at the end of chapter six, the terrible
end of all things, and between them in this seventh chapter we see judgment held
back, while the servants of God are all safely sealed and gathered.

So you are sitting on a time bomb. God is just holding it from blowing up long
enough for you to escape. You can either do like Lot's wife and stop, and look
back and turn to a pillar of salt, or you can run for your life. You have no
alternative. We may look very undignified running as we do. We may look
thoroughly wrong, and very evangelical and unbalanced, but I assure you we are
running and not looking back, because we know that this terrible judgment is
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inevitably coming, and that is why we have left everything behind and are running
to safety. Now we do look ridiculous, I have no doubt, to this world who are
sitting still and saying, "What's the trouble? Whaf's wrong? Come my way! Be
rich! Get on with it! Enjoy it! Have a good time! Then go to happy oblivion!" We
say just the opposite. We say, "flee for your life, look not back in all the plain, but
run, for after death, the judgment".

That is the message of this chapter. There is a temporary reprieve over this
earth. We have children, grandchildren, and others dependent on us. Unless we
warn them to get up and start running, they are going to suffer in these four winds
that are coming on the earth. The angels are stood there, holding them back, but
they are not going to hold them back for ever, and the winds are beginning to
blow. How many are there dead now in Iraq or Darfur? Nobody knows, but they
are in enormous numbers. What's happening across the world? How many bombs
are going off? What is happening in the Twin Towers, in wars and holocausts,
famines, disasters, plagues, earthquakes? It is everywhere. What are you going to
do? Believe God, that the angels are beginning to release the winds, and flee. Oh
in this last, last moment, this eleventh hour, this fifty-ninth minute we have got to
run for it. Now that is the message today, All Saints Day. Many others have fled,
because they were sealed of God in their foreheads, and because they fled, they
are safe today. I plead with you to get up and run faster.

Now I do not want to give you a scheme of Revelation, but the message is plain
indeed. The world has angered God in heaven. There was a clergyman I knew
who once came to our house. He has written various book s for the liberal wing
of the church on mission. He was a missionary, and in one of them he described
idolatry as it was and is in Calcutta. Now I do not know if you have ever been to
Calcutta, but various ones who have, say that the number of idols in the city and
the hideousness of them, is quite remarkable. Ever since the fifteenth century,
Britons who have been and seen it, and with them Mark Twain also, remarked on
them being especially horrible, deformed, ugly and demonic. In God's sight this
whole world, not just Calcutta, is full of ugly, nasty idolatry.

That is the cause of the winds of judgment. The world has angered God. God
is extremely patient, which the world puts down to weakness, and inability to
defend Himself. They laugh at God as One who does not exist, because God is
very, very patient. They do all their best to provoke Him. Their laws, customs,
horrible goings-on are designed to provoke the Almighty. And He is going to
respond in judgment.

So judgment is appointed, but the restraining of it shows it is conditional. In
Jonah 3:4 we read, "And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and
he cried, and said, Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown". Yet we know
Nineveh lasted another 150 years. That is because the King and people repented.
So over the ages God has many times lengthened our tranquillity and averted
judgments by giving repentance. One day, at a time known only to God, He will
grant no more repentance, but these winds will burst forth and judgment fall. This
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is certain, for Acts 17:31 says, "He hath appointed a day, in which he will judge
the world in righteousness". Were there to be general repentance, the Bible
teaches judgment would delay, but is finally inevitable.

These winds blow enough to warn earth's inhabitants. "His judgments" are "in
all the earth," says Psalm 105:7. We feel the winds in a measure. That is why
every generation from those being persecuted by Nero when these words were
written, right up to today, has each felt these prophecies are being fulfilled in their
time. The truth is that the winds gradually blow more fiercely, but are still
restrained and are only a faint shadow of that day when they will be unleashed to
blow without mercy.

But the four winds of the Apocalypse touch us personally, and point inevitably
to deeper moral and spiritual problems that affect our lives. God uses their
warning to make us face these problems and turn to Him who alone can forgive
and bring us new strength through His Holy Spirit. The problems are in our lives,
for Hebrews 12:5-6 speaks of "the chastening of the Lord", and God scourging
"every son whom he receiveth". It goes on in verse 11: "No chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby." Many of
God's children are experiencing that "judgment must begin at the house of God"
and are feeling God's winds. "We are chastened of the Lord that we should not be
condemned with the world."

These winds are divine judgment. I cannot agree with Bishop Newton that they
are the pre-Constantine persecutions of the Church, the Emperor Constantine
being the restraining angel who arose from the east in the vision, and cried with
a loud voice - with authority, that is - to the four winds, "Saying, hurt not the
earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in
their foreheads". Constantine was no angel, and though he may have ended the
winds of the first persecutions of the Church, he unleashed an equally bad wind,
or worse, of formalism, error, and the misery of the world inside the Church, that
has continued right down to this day. No, that other angel ascending from the east
is better explained as our Lord Jesus who controls the judgment, and to whom all
judgment is committed. He restrains these winds.

These winds are harmful, for the restraining angel says to them, "Hurt not the
earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of God in their
foreheads." But just as these winds had a very precise agenda for first century
Asia, so they have for us today.

The winds are God's judgments. It is a question of which judgments? Some say
they are the judgments of the sixth seal, meaning the final judgment on this earth,
described from verse twelve of chapter six: "Ang I beheld when he had opened
the sixth seal, and, 10, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; and the stars of heaven fell unto
the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a
mighty wind. And the heaven departed as a scroll when she is rolled together; and
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every mountain and island were moved out of their places," and then it goes on
how they tried to hide from the judgment of God and the wrath of the Lamb. You
will have noted the mention of a "mighty wind" which idea makes the comparison
with the four winds.

That may be so, but it is more generally held that the four winds are the four
horsemen of the first four seals of chapter six. The reason is that the sixth seal is
final, whilst the winds are as yet, not final. In one sense, God's judgments are
being felt now. That would compare better to the horsemen. Both horsemen and
winds are harmful and destructive, and as we saw, have fitted every generation so
exactly and beautifully that every age has imagined it is the last, thus causing
frequent predictions that the end of all things has arrived. It may seem impossible
for the winds to blow harder than they are doing, but the Bible warns that their
full ruinous force has yet to be unleashed on earth.

There is another reason. The word "winds" is indistinguishable in the original
from "spirits". Thus in Daniel 7:2 the winds blow in the sea, and four great beasts
arise out of the sea. John's horsemen are very generally taken as based on
Zechariah's vision of four horsemen. In answer to Zechariah's question to the
angel in 6:4, he is told, "These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth
from standing before the Lord of all the earth".

The first horseman in Revelation 6:2 rides a white horse. Some have interpreted
this as the Gospel, but it seems that the four are judgments. "Sin has conquered
all," and has universal rule, which the Gospel does not have. White can mean
judgment, for John wrote this some twenty-six years after Jerusalem fell, and the
white horse may have been suggested to him by that of the Roman commander
entering the city. Again, the eastern flank of the Roman Empire faced the Parthian
hordes, famous for their white steeds and devastating accuracy with the bow.
We still have a phrase in English, "a Parthian shot", meaning a blow that cannot
be parried. The universal reign of sin fits the white horse. Sin is its own judgment,
as one looks at the earth. May I not be around when sin's sway becomes
unlimited. Think of it, everyone as bad as bad can be, only evil continually. Lord,
count us worthy to escape those things coming upon earth.

The second horseman rides a red horse, "and power was given to him that sat
thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another". War
rules, with family quarrels, injustice and divorce in the home, including as our
Lord predicted in Matthew 10:34-39, bitter family division. Then follow the
catalogue of disputes in the workplace, and between races, religions, sexes,
politicians, governments, nations, peoples, young and old, rich and poor, with
ever-growing numbers of murders and killings. In Britain alone some eight
million babies have now been murdered in the womb by abortion. I know crime
statistics are argued over, but remember, if all who killed today were judged by
our ancestors' standards, in every country the figure would be incomparably
higher. Truly, "Blessed are the peacemakers". Think, do you want to live eternally
under this wind's power? I have read of men out of jail saying that they had been
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locked up with some of the most evil murderers, meaning it was the worst part of
their sentence. Repent before this wind is unleashed upon the world in its full fury.

"And I beheld, and 10 a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of
balances in his hand." The third horseman brings hunger. His scales are economic,
and speak of inflation, of an impossible price for the wheat, and the food of the
poor, the barley bread, also rising to unbelievable heights, whilst the oil and the
wine, the luxury goods, are untouched by inflation. Countless millions are
undernourished, underfed, and millions upon millions starve, whilst we are
untouched. Whilst men busily engage in war, diverting their money from food to
guns, they say God is to blame! The West grows unhealthily fat, digging their
graves with their teeth, and sharing little with those who have nothing. 0 Father,
save us from being on earth when this happens without any more restraint!

The fourth is "a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell
followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the
earth, to kill with the sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts
of the earth." Albrecht Durer was a painter in Germany in the Reformation, and
he drew a huge picture of this, the skeleton rider on the pale horse with his
pronged weapon, men, women and children looking upwards in horror, unable to
do a thing to escape as he thrusts them through.

Turn to the Great Being who commands postponement. He is described as
"another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he
cried with a loud voice to the four angels". Who is he? Whose star came out of
the east? The Jews awaited Elijah to rise again and come, but this angel, unlike
Elijah, has the seal of the living God, and has authority to command the angels.
Who could it be but Christ? He alone has the power to seal. In those days, when
few could read, seals were used on possessions as a mark of ownership. God
claims ownership of certain upon earth, and marks them for all to see that they
are His.

Every man on earth, the Apocalypse teaches, will either be sealed in the
forehead with the seal of God (and what is that sealing, but of the Spirit?) or he
will be marked with the mark of the beast, the 666, in his hand and in his forehead.
Sin marks indelibly, and older people have great regrets, but cannot wash away
their stains.

Someone wrote to me: By believing and preaching that such calamities lie
ahead, are you not discouraging God's people? A more cheerful view of the future
is needed. I reply that here is the Good News, the Gospel. Our Lord Jesus has the
antidote to the venom of the four horsemen, and alone has power to hold back the
winds. He only can seal with }-lis Holy Spirit. The Lord answers the four winds.

To sin, "He is the propitiation for our sins", the perfect answer.
To war, he brings peace, giving us peace with God, and as we experience that

peace, we too become peace-loving and peacemakers.
To famine He says, "I am the Bread of Life", and as we eat Him, we are

satisfied and live for evermore. He taught us to pray, "give us this day our daily
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bread", and so He will do. Again, how can we who share His likeness not copy
Him and give to the starving?

To death, He conquered it by His rising from the dead, and He promises to raise
us at the last day.

Flee to Him with us!

--e--

For Younger Readers
C. MACKENZIE

THE DUSTMAN

Early every Tuesday morning before eight o'clock, some very welcome visitors
arrive at our gate. They are the refuse collectors who come to collect our big
wheelie bin full of rubbish and empty it into the refuse lorry which takes all the
rubbish away to the dump.

How grateful we are. All sorts of things go into the bin - things that are dirty
and broken and smelly and sticky. The dustbin man still takes it all away if it is in
the bin.

There are things in our lives that are dirty and broken and harmful - the sins
which spoil our relationship with God and harm ourselves as a result. Who can
take these away for us? God's own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, has paid the price
with His own blood to take away our filthy sins. He is like God's dustman come
to clean up our lives. "If we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

The dustman keeps coming to our house. Every week there is more rubbish to
get rid of. We have to come to God often, confessing our sin and asking Him to
deal with our sins and wash us clean. "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me and I shall be whiter than snow" (Psalm 51 :7).

God's work of sanctification in the life of a Christian is an ongoing process,
"whereby we are enabled more and more to die unto sin and live unto
righteousness", as we read in the Shorter Catechism.

If we forget to put the bin to the gate one Monday evening, that causes big
trouble. If the rubbish is left undealt with for too long, it piles up; birds interfere
with it; cats come sniffing around; flies start to swarm; the rubbish starts to
smell bad.

If sin in your life is left unattended, you are in great trouble. One sin leads
to another. You become cold and do not enjoy the peace of God in your heart.
The devil comes around and tries to weaken you even more. Sin must be dealt
with promptly.
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We do not have to try to clean the bin before the refuse collector comes. He
takes it just as it is. The Lord knows our every sin and nothing we can do will ever
make us clean. But how we should thank God that the death of Christ has bought
our forgiveness and cleanses from every sin.

How good it feels to wheel the empty bin back into the garden. It is completely
clear. All the rubbish is away. When our sins are dealt with we have the benefit of
the assurance of God's love, peace of conscience and joy in the Holy Spirit.

BillLESEARCH

Find the missing words from the texts. The initial letters will spell out one of the
benefits of God dealing with our sin.

1. But the of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day (Proverbs 4: 18).

2. These things have I written ... that ye may know that ye have _
life ... (1 John 5:13).

3. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh but the spirit (Romans 8:1).

4. God hath from the beginning you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth (2 Thessalonians 2: 13).

5. And we desire that one of you do show the same diligence to the
full assurance of hope unto the end (Hebrews 6: 11).

6. Like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should in newness of life (Romans 6:4).

7. That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience
____ the promises (Hebrews 6: 12).

8. That ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and
____ holiness (Ephesians 4:24).

9. By whom (Lord Jesus Christ) we ... rejoice in of the glory of
God (Romans 5.2).

10. And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us (Romans 5:5).

11. Knowing this, that our man is crucified with him, that the body
of sin might be destroyed (Romans 6:6).

12. For the kingdom of God is not meat and : but righteousness, and
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost (Romans 14: 17).



10 The Gospel Magazine

James Hudson Taylor (3)
G. F H. HALL (Stafford)

I AM not going to follow a strictly chronological path of Hudson Taylor's life,
although its progress will obviously be within a time framework. I want to
highlight certain aspects of his life - his personality, principles and methods, and
his attitudes towards denominational differences, money and so on.

Last time we left Hudson Taylor having just landed in Shanghai in 1854. The
Society that sent him, the China Evangelisation Society, was unknown and had no
standing among the other missionary societies already established in China. Nor
had they told any of those societies that they were sending Hudson Taylor. What's
more, the people to whom he had letters of introduction were not available. So
without any known backing, without qualifications - he was not ordained, he was
not a doctor, although he did have a training in pharmacy - without lodgings and
not speaking a word of Chinese, there stood Hudson Taylor aged twenty-two.

Early days
There was quite a selection of missionary societies in Shanghai: Baptist, Church
of England, Methodist and Presbyterian, some of them American. An elderly
medical missionary gave Hudson Taylor a room and he gradually came to know
most of the other men and their families.

He found his feet slowly. Some of the other missionaries thought him a bit
of a dreamer with his youthful enthusiasm, and this enthusiasm seems to have
appeared as priggishness on occasions. However, he started to make friends and
to accompany them on preaching tours. We must not imagine these tours as taking
in wide sweeps of territory; they were confined to the fairly close environs of
Shanghai, first because of the civil war that was raging, and secondly because the
Imperial Chinese Government blocked access to the interior by any means it
could. Their attitude towards westerners was one of suspicion, fear and distrust
as a result of, not only Britain, in particular, having forced the opium trade on
them, but also because of aggressive pressure over trading rights from other
European powers.

In fact the Chinese as a whole had a disdain for westerners as barbarians. The
idea of racial and cultural superiority was not invented by white men in general
or Englishmen in particular. The word "barbarian" itself has its origin in Greek as
imitating the uncouth manner of speech of foreigners.

Health and hygiene
Throughout his life Hudson Taylor suffered very poor health. You will remember
that he could not go to school until he was eleven. Apart from recurring
inflammation of the eyes and severe headaches, he also had a weak constitution.
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Add to this, poor or inadequate diet and the sicknesses common in the tropics, the
extremes of heat and cold in summer and winter, and cap them with the absolute
filth of all public places and most houses. Hygiene was poor in much of Britain
in the 1850s, but recognition of the importance of personal and public cleanliness
was growing rapidly (influenced in part by the witness of Florence Nightingale
in the Crimean War, 1850-54), but in China and elsewhere in the East it was
appalling. We should remember that the sewerage systems in our main cities were
built in the Victorian era.

He gives a description of a house he had found for rent. "My house has twelve
rooms, doors without end, passages innumerable, outhouses everywhere, and all
covered with dust, filth, rubbish and refuse enough to have bred a pestilence."

When he pointed out to one of the men employed to clean up that something
had been cleaned on the outside only, the man looked quite astonished and said,
" Oh, you want within-and-without washing, do you?"

In his diaries Hudson Taylor often records short and long periods of illness, yet
he travelled thousands of miles, worked endless hours, had very few holidays
and lived to be 73! There was obviously much more than human strength at work.
He always pushed himself up to and beyond the limit. In England he had
schooled himself for primitive living conditions and long hours and now in this
settling-in period he wrote: "May the Lord raise up and send out many labourers
into this part of His vineyard and sustain those who are already here. No amount
of romantic excitement can do that. There is so much that is repugnant to the
flesh that nothing but the power of God can uphold His servants in such a
sphere, just as His blessing alone can give them success." That was to the
Secretary of the C.E.S.

Daily routine
In a typical entry in a journal letter to his sister Amelia he wrote: "Before
breakfast read medicine, then Chinese nearly seven hours. After dinner Greek and
Latin exercises, each an hour. After poring over these things till one can scarcely
see, it is a comfort to have a clear, large type Bible. But the sweetest duties of
the day are those that lead to Jesus - prayer, reading and meditation upon His
precious Word."

He kept up a full business correspondence with the C.E.S. as well as private
letters to family and friends and a journal.

His letters, particularly to his sister Amelia and later to his wife, show a man in
great need of human affection and a great capacity for giving it. He used to pour
out his innermost thoughts to his mother and sister.

"Pray for me, pray earnestly for me, you little know what I may be needing
when you read this." On another occasion: "I have been puzzling my brains again
about a house, but to no effect. So I have made it a matter of prayer, and have
given it entirely into the Lord's hands, and now I feel quite at peace about it. He
will provide and be my Guide in this and every other perplexing step."
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Whenever opportunity offered he was out and about, and if it was not possible
to go on visits outside he did whatever work lay to hand in and around Shanghai.
The whole time he was meeting China head-on. On at least two occasions the
house he was in came under fire from the opposing armies and he had narrow
escapes. He and his companion saw prisoners beheaded before their eyes and
were powerless to help. He heard in neighbouring houses the screams of women
being tortured into submission for use in prostitution, or of young girls having
their feet bound for the fIrst time. In towns and villages unused to white people
they were usually followed by a shouting and jostling rabble, or else the reaction
of adults and children was to flee in terror into their houses and peep out of their
doorways when Hudson Taylor and his companion had passed. The cry of "red
devils" would go up, or on one occasion, "black devils" on account of the black
Victorian frock coats they wore. In a Buddhist monastery they visited, the priests
invited them to see the "holy man" who had been walled up in a tiny chamber for
years. The only access to him was a small opening scarcely big enough for a hand
to pass through. There the wretched "holy man" existed in silence and squalor
with hardly any light or room to move. The missionary with Hudson Taylor could
speak a dialect the man knew so they prayed earnestly with a few words to bring
him "glad tidings ofgreat joy".

Much travel was by boat on rivers or canals, and on one occasion a Chinese
man whom Hudson Taylor was travelling with fell overboard. This man had heard
the Gospel but it does not seem that he had given his heart to Christ. Hudson
Taylor jumped in after him, but the man had sunk from sight. Nearby some
Chinese fIshermen were using a kind of drag net that was just the thing to bring
the man up, so Hudson Taylor called to them to come and drag where he was
because a man was drowning.

However, they would not come without payment, only agreeing when Hudson
Taylor told them he would give them all he had with him, which was less than
they had asked for. Eventually they paddled over, let down the net and dragged
the man up, but he could not be revived. Nevertheless the fishermen clamoured
for their money and became angry at the delay.

Methods
Wherever he went, Hudson Taylor took copies of the NT, tracts and his medical
kit. Of course, printed matter was only of use to those who could read and
therefore he took pains to try to give them only to those who could read. This
meant visiting schools and temples and approaching men dressed in the manner
of what the Chinese called the scholarly class. That left the great mass of the
people untouched, so Hudson Taylor and others always preached wherever they
went. We have no record of what he used to say, but in spite of the Chinese fear,
scorn and suspicion of anything foreign, as well as the rough handling they often
gave missionaries, it seems that they were often very willing to listen politely.
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From reading the volumes of his life, it is obvious that what Hudson Taylor said
was not a harangue. In the early days he was restricted by his poor knowledge of
the language, and therefore it met the first need of speaking to people who had
no knowledge of the Gospel, and that was to be simple. In his own journal and
letter extracts he often said that he talked to people, which suggests a friendly and
gentle approach.

Throughout I have a strong impression of Hudson Taylor being a warm and
friendly man. What he said and how he said it compelled interest and drew people
to listen. It was something for which they had soul-hunger: it was substance, not
emptiness. On one occasion when speaking in a crowded courtyard he heard them
saying, "Not wrong, not wrong", as he made his points. It dealt with the realities
of daily life and not make-believe, and Hudson Taylor presented purity in contrast
to corruption, greed and slavish fear. It was the plain Gospel of Jesus Christ. It
was very much the word preached as well as written.

He went into temples, where he was usually politely received, and also into the
teashops where the labouring classes gathered. One large town he went to was
known to be very hostile to foreigners, so his colleague, the Rev. William Burns,
a man of great experience, planned that they would start in the suburbs and work
gradually inwards so that by the time they reached the centre, common gossip
would have spread that the foreign teachers were not only harmless but also were
worth listening to. Medical treatment was another way to reach people's hearts
and was especially effective when the Gospel was presented at the same time.

At one stage, Hudson Taylor and the other C.E.S. missionary, Dr. Parker, set up
a mini practice that became increasingly popular, firstly because they made no
charge for medicine, and secondly because the treatment they gave was nearly
always more effective than the remedies prescribed by the local doctors and
druggists who complained of the loss of trade in their largely quack cures.

On more than one occasion Hudson Taylor records that he visited and spoke
in every street in a village or small town. He was thoroughly organized and
resourceful and there was nothing haphazard about his methods.

Converts: Kuei-hua, the cook
What effect was all this activity having - the visiting, distribution of NT and
tracts, speaking and medical work? What was there to show for it?

Here we come upon a great truth: it was not only what Hudson Taylor said and
the tracts that he gave away, and the medical attention that influenced his first
convert, but the manner of his life. The person who saw this at its closest was his
Chinese cook. His name was.Kuei-hua, and I give it deliberately, not because I
expect you to remember it, any more than I did without looking it up, but because
of the privilege of pronouncing a name which we can be sure is in the Book of
Life - Kuei-hua, a cook on a tiny wage, one of four hundred million Chinese at
that time. He it was who would see Hudson Taylor studying for hours, travelling,
speaking, coming home worn out, getting up still tired, tried by heat and cold, but
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always the same: consistently prayerful, cheerful and considerate to all enquirers.
It happened like this. During the hot season of July and August, travelling was

impracticable, so Hudson Taylor carried on a daily' service for their servants and
others who would join them. A sudden death from cholera in the district gave
Hudson Taylor the opening to urge the importance of immediate salvation from
sin and its consequences. A few days later he alluded to the circumstances again,
asking if any of his hearers had definitely come to God for pardon through faith
in Jesus Christ. The young cook said earnestly, "I have". This open confession in
front of his fellow servants meant a great deal.

Hudson Taylor hoped that it was genuine and the work of the Holy Spirit. He
had noticed that Kuei-hua had recently changed greatly for the better. He wrote in
his journal: "For some months we have not detected him in any falsehood or
dishonesty of any kind, which is saying a good deal." Some time later the young
man came to Hudson Taylor early one morning asking to be baptized. "I cannot
tell you the joy this has brought me," he wrote to his mother. "If one soul is worth
worlds, am I not abundantly repaid?"

In those words I think we can see the driving force in Hudson Taylor's life: he
was a seeker of souls; he was on fire to save souls.

To BE CONTINUED

--e--

Colossians 3:10-13 Expounded
E. A. POWELL (North Holywood, USA)

THE new man is said to be renewed in knowledge after the image of him that
created him (verse to). Paul speaks somewhat differently in Ephesians 4:23-24,
but the meaning is the same: And be renewed in the spirit ofyour mind; and . ..
put on the new man which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

Calvin writes:

Adam was at first created after the image of God, and reflected, as in a
mirror, the Divine righteousness; but that image, having been defaced by
sin, must now be restored in Christ. The regeneration of the godly is indeed
... nothing else than the formation anew of the image of God in them.
There is, no doubt, a far more rich and powerful manifestation of Divine
grace in this second creation than in the first.

Paul shows ... that [this] newness of life consists in knowledge - not as
though a simple and bare knowledge were sufficient, but he speaks of the
illumination of the Holy Spirit, which is lively and effectual, so as not
merely to enlighten the mind by kindling it up with the light of truth, but

/
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transforming the whole man ... [for] we are renewed after the image of
God. Now, the image of God resides in the whole of the soul, inasmuch as
it is not the reason merely that is rectified, but also the will. Hence ... we
learn ... what is the end of our regeneration ... that we may be made like
unto God [ethically, not metaphysically], and that His glory may shine forth
in us ... so that man reflects, like a mirror, the wisdom, righteousness, and
goodness of God. . .. Paul, at the same time, teaches that there is nothing
more excellent at which the Colossians can aspire, inasmuch as this is our
highest perfection and blessedness - to bear the image of God.

And being renewed in Christ there is neither Greek nor Jew circumcision nor
uncircumcision, Barbarian Scythian, bond nor free (verse ll).

"Paul has added this ... that he may again draw away the Colossians from
ceremonies. For the meaning of the statement is this, that Christian perfection
does not stand in need of those outward observances ... [for] inasmuch as
injustice would otherwise be done to Christ, as though it were necessary to call in
those helps for making up His deficiencies" (John Calvin).

Observe that "in every condition, high or low, whether of service or freedom
(Acts 10:34-35; I Corinthians 7:20-22), whosoever has put on the new man in
Christ is accepted. Neither the eloquence of the philosopher nor the rudeness of
him who is uncultivated, neither the liberty of the freeman nor the bondage of the
slave, does further or obstruct the work of the new creation" (Matthew Poole).
Thus, "in the privilege and duty of sanctification ... there is ... no difference
arising from different country or different condition and circumstance of life: it is
as much the duty of the one as of the other to be holy, and as much the privilege
of the one as of the other to receive from God the grace to be so" (Matthew Henry).

The reason given is because Christ is all, and in all. "Having put on Christ
(Romans 13:14), they are all complete in him (Colossians 2:10). He is all things
to and in all those who are renewed, both meritoriously and efficaciously
(l Corinthians 1:30; 15: 10; Galatians 2:20: being by faith one with Him who has
all, they have all (Ephesians 3: 17), either for their present support or their eternal
happiness (Acts 4: 12)" (Matthew Poole). Hence, Christ is all, and in all because
he is Alpha and Omega the beginning and the ending . .. which is, and which was,
and which is to come; the Almighty (Revelation 1:8).

In verses 12-17 the apostle proceeds to exhort to mutual love and compassion.
Observe that in verse 12 Paul addresses the Colossians as the elect ofGod, holy

and beloved.
They were "chosen of God before all time, and effectually called in time

from the rest of mankind (see John 15:16; Romans 8:29-30; Ephesians 1:4-5;
2 Thessalonians 2: 13); saints not only by obsignation [sealing], but renewed by
the sanctifying Spirit (Colossians 1:2; 1 Peter 1:2); beloved [of God] with a
gratuitous and special love of complacency [satisfaction and gratification] (John
14:21; Romans 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 1:4)" (Matthew Poole).
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Note, writes Hoeksema, that,

This church, one and catholic in the Lord Jesus Christ, confesses that she is
holy. This holiness is without doubt the chief, 'the most characteristic, virtue
of the church. It is this attribute of the church that is at the same time her
limitation and her catholicity. It is this spiritual virtue that determines her
distinctive position and calling in the world, as well as her conflict with the
world. It is her limitation, for in virtue of this holiness she is incapable of
receiving into her communion whatever and whoever is unholy or profane.
For there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that deftleth, neither
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are
written in the Lamb's book of life (Revelation 21:27). And: Without are
dogs, and sorcerers and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters and
whosoever loveth and maketh a lie (Revelation 22:15). It makes no
difference how . . . the church on earth may disregard this truth, break
through this limitation, and widen her borders so as to include the profane
... as [the] church she is strictly limited to the sphere of that which is and
those that are holy. At the same time, in this virtue of holiness lies her true
catholicity. For holiness is a virtue that is not bound by any natural
distinctions or human limitations, racial, national, social, or otherwise. The
church is not a communion of ... rich or poor ... of a higher or a lower
rank or social plane; she is not a social or political or even a charitable
institution; nor does she occupy a place next to all these human associations
and institutions. She is holy. She is the communion of saints, and as such
she is distinct from all other natural fellowships, and yet transcends them
all, cuts through them all, and embraces them all. For holiness is ... neither
social nor political; it is a spiritual, ethical, and therefore, truly catholic
virtue. [Therefore] according as a church in the world loses its distinctive
virtue of holiness and becomes a mere secular institution, it must needs
forfeit its catholicity.

Of course, it is also precisely this spiritual virtue of the church that causes
her position in the world to be one of conflict. For because of this attribute,
she is indeed in the world, but not of the world. For the world is in darkness,
while she is in the light. And the more she will be faithful in her calling not
to go out of the world, but in the world to reveal herself as the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the more she will be called to fight her
spiritual warfare, and to be the church militant, in opposition to all that is
unholy and profane.

We must constantly bear in mind that when we speak of the holiness of the
church, we are thinking of her as an object of faith, as the true spiritual
body of Christ, the fellowship of which Christ is the head and that has all
its life in and from Christ. The confession that the church is holy is not
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based, therefore, on experience, on actual observation of what we see of the
church as she appears on earth. Were we to derive our knowledge of the
church from actual experience, it would not be difficult to arrive at the very
opposite conclusion, and to insist that she is very unholy indeed. For there
is much carnality in the church, and that carnality becomes manifest in
many ways. But the confession that the church is holy is based on and
derived from God's own revelation, as we have it in the Scriptures. The
Word of God teaches us, and therefore the believers confess ... [one] holy
catholic church, the communion of saints. . . . [Thus] believers are
addressed as [the] elect of God, holy and beloved. ...

[However] the Bible emphasizes that the holiness of the church finds its
ground and reason in the holiness of God: Be ye holy; for I am holy (1 Peter
1:15-16) When we confess, therefore, that the church is holy, we
mean that both as to her calling and in respect to her nature, she is
consecrated to God. She is set aside for the service of God, as a holy
priesthood. And unto this service of the living God she is spiritually
prepared. Her mind is consecrated to the Lord, to know Him. Her will is
attuned to His will. Her heart is motivated by the love of God. To dwell
in His house, to taste that He is good, to sacrifice herself with all things
unto Him, and to declare His praises, is her delight. In that sense she is holy
unto God.

This holiness is, of course, entirely a gift of grace. Neither in regard to her
holy calling, nor in respect to her spiritual virtue of holiness dare she glory
in herself. The church is holy only in Christ Jesus her Lord.

As Paul had previously enumerated some parts of the old man (verses 8-9),
so he now also enumerates some parts of the new (verses 12-13), which are
the effects and evidences of the Colossians' renovation by the Holy Spirit
(John Calvin).

Observe what in particular they must put on.
Bowels of mercies, "that is, tenderness of compassions, resenting the miseries

of our brethren, as sharing with them in their sufferings, from our very heart ...
(Romans 12: 15; Galatians 6:2; Ephesians 6:32; 1 Peter 3:8)" (Matthew Poole).
"Those who owe so much to mercy ought to be merciful to all who are proper
objects of mercy" (Matthew Henry). Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also
is merciful (Luke 6:36).

Kindness, "by which we make ourselves amiable" (John Calvin), showing
"courtesy and goodness (Gaiatians 5:22), [and] endeavouring to succour one
another ... (2 Corinthians 6:6; 1 Peter 5:14)" (Matthew Poole). Note that "a
courteous disposition becomes the elect of God" (Matthew Henry).

Humbleness of mind, by which is meant "a sincere (not an affected) lowliness
of spirit (Ephesians 4:2; Philippians 2:3)" (Matthew Poole). "There must not only
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be a humble demeanour, but a humble mind" (Matthew Henry), "because no one
will be kind and gentle but the man who, laying aside haughtiness, and high
mindedness, brings himself down to the exercise ofmodesty, claiming nothing for
himself' (John Calvin). Hence, true humility consists not in our comparing
ourselves with others but in the recognition that all we possess is a gift of God's
grace alone (John Calvin).

Meekness, which is the exercise of gentleness, mildness, and patience in the
inner man "towards those who have provoked us, or been any way injurious to us.
We must not be transported into any indecency by our resentment of indignities
and neglects; but must prudently bridle our own anger, and patiently bear the
anger of others" (Matthew Henry). Learn ofme; for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls (Matthew 11 :29).

We must be "longsujfering towards those who continue to provoke us"
(Matthew Henry), "bearing affronts and outrages, with other vexatious afflictions,
without exasperation, abiding sedate after many wrongs offered (Colossians 1: 11;
Acts 5:41; 2 Timothy 2:10; 4:2; 1 Peter 4:16)" (Matthew Poole). It is to be
remembered that "charity sujfereth long, as well as is kind (l Corinthians 13:4).
Many can bear a short provocation who are weary of bearing when it grows long.
But we must suffer long both the injuries of men and the rebukes of divine
Providence. If God is long-suffering to us, under all our provocations of Him, we
should exercise long-suffering to others in like cases" (Matthew Henry).

Forbearing one another, which is that "mutual forbearance in consideration of
the infirmities and deficiencies under which we all labour.... We have all of us
something which needs to be borne with, and this is a good reason why we should
bear with others in what is disagreeable to us. We need the same good turn from
others which we are bound to show them" (Matthew Henry).

Forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any. "While we are
in this world, where there is so much corruption in our hearts, and so much
occasion of difference and contention, quarrels will sometimes happen, even
among the elect of God, who are holy and beloved, as Paul and Bamabas had a
sharp contention, which parted them asunder one from another (Acts 15:39), and
Paul and Peter (Galatians 2: 14). But it is our duty to forgive one another in
such cases; not to bear any grudge, but put up with the affront and pass it by"
(Matthew Henry).

The apostle assigns the reason for the putting on bowels of mercies . .. and
forgiving one another is that of our Lord and Saviour: Even as Christforgave you
so also do ye. Observe that "it is an argument of the divinity of Christ that He had
power on earth to forgive sins (Matthew 9:6); and it is a branch of His example
which we are obliged to follow, if we ourselves would be forgiven" (Matthew
Henry). Forgive us our debts, as weforgive our debtors. ... For ifye forgive men
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not
men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses (Matthew
6:12,14-15).

/
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The Eye and the Heart
JOHN SALTMARSH
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I

Biographical Note

Mr. John Saltmarsh, descended of an ancient family in Yorkshire, was educated in
Magdalen College, Cambridge, and graduated there. He was esteemed a person of a fine
active fancy, no contemptible poet, and a good preacher. He was first minister at
Northampton, afterwards at Brasted in Kent, and at length chaplain in Sir Thomas
Fairfax's army, where he always preached up love and peace. He did not meddle with
presbytery or independency, but laboured to draw souls from sin to Christ. He wrote
several treatises [Holy Discoveries and Flames (1640); Dawnings of Light (1644); Free
Grace (1645); The Smoke in the Temple (1646); Some Drops of the Vial poured out in a
season when it is neither Night or Day (1646); Sparkles of Glory (1647)).

The manner of his death [aged approximately 35 years] was extraordinary. On 4th
December 1647, being at his house at Ilford, Essex, he told his wife he had been in a
trance and received a message from God which he must immediately deliver to the army.
He went that night to London, and next day to Windsor. Being come to the council of
officers, he told them that the Lord had left them, that he would not prosper their
consultations but destroy them by divisions among themselves, because they had sought
to destroy the people of God, those who had stood by them in their greatest difficulties.
He then went to the general, and, without removing his hat, told him that God was highly
displeased with him for committing of saints to prison. The like message he delivered to
CromweJl and required him to take effectual measures for the enlargement of the members
of the army that were committed for not complying with the general council. He then took
his leave of the officers, telling them he had now done his errand and must leave them,
never to see them any more, after which he went to London and took leave of his friends
there, telling them his work was done and desiring some of them to be careful of his wife.
[On] Thursday, 9th December, he returned to Ilford in perfect health. Next day he told his
wife that he had now finished his work and must go to his Father. [On] Saturday morning,
11th December, he was taken speechless and about four in the afternoon he died.

INTRODUCTION

The Eye: "He that is spiritual discerneth [judgeth, AV]" Cl Corinthians 2: 15). The
Heart: "My heart was hot within me" (Psalm 39:3).

These are the two only parts we have, both for soul and body: our faculty of
discerning and affecting, of knowing and loving. And if the two be sanctified, we
are complete. It is not enough to be holy in our Eye only, to be enlightened in that
organ; the single theory and speculation of goodness lights us but to a brighter
damnation, and serves only to gild a little our dark condition. Dives in his hell had
a heaven and the joy of it in his Eye, yet he had not a ray more either of holiness
or bliss. He that is only a seeing Christian hath his salvation merely in perspective,
and such is but Ethiopian holiness that hath a bright Eye in a dark body.



20 The Gospel Magazine

The Heart is the part [which] must be affected as well as that. This must not be
barely enlightened, but enflamed. Many hearts may have sudden illuminations
and coruscations [sparkles or flashes] of grace, and yet be no more truly holy than
they were. The sun may shoot in at a casement into a room, when a cloud or
curtain may put out all the light that is there, but if he meet with such a place that
his beams and light may combine and conspire, you shall soon feel a strong
warmth and an able influence. It is thus with grace in the hearts of the saints; the
light of it is not saving until it creates a heat and holy inflammation in the
affections, as well as a radiation: until it scorch as well as enlighten. "Did not our
heart burn within us while he talked with us by the way and while he opened to
us the scriptures?" (Luke 24:32).

Therefore I present you an Eye and a Heart, the one for knowledge, the other
for affection; the one in meditation, the other in inflammation; the one seeing and
discerning, the other kindling at the sight. "Though I ... understand all mysteries
and all knowledge ... and have not charity, I am nothing'" (l Corinthians 13:2);
that is, though I were all Eye and had not an Heart enflamed, I were not any thing.

Yet my Heart cannot want this Eye [a double negative: effectively my heart
cannot not need this Eye], for then I should have a zeal, that is a flame, but, as the
apostle says, "not according to knowledge" (Romans 10:2).

Therefore, 0 my God, let me never rest but with Eyes thus open; and never die
but by these flames. 19ne perire tuo clademque authore levari [to perish by your
fire (and) to lighten disaster].

The above is an extract from Holy Discoveries and Flames and is available for £5 + £1.50 p&p
from Mr. Richard E. Maund, 4 Thornby Avenue, Solihull, West Midlands BB19 2BJ.

Telephone 0120 7040735. We hope to publish more extracts, DV.

--e--

Studies in Numbers - 5
PETER KING

Chapters 8 and 9

A LIVING EXAMPLE BEFORE EVERY ONE

THE golden candlestick instructions came earlier in Exodus 25:31, but now the
candles are lit. No light is for its own benefit but to shine on others, and so this
lampstand gave light to the tabernacle. Similarly Christians are a light in a dark
place as our Lord is the Light of the world. Before all the ceremonies could take
place the Levites needed to be ready for service.

/
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Cleansed. Those who stand before the Lord in special office need preparation
for that solemn calling and it is not for everybody to stand to declare the oracles
of God; there must be God's call, God's preparation and then God's purpose. How
much damage has been done in the Christian church by those who claim to "have
a word" to preach and yet display no gift, nor understanding of how to go about
such a responsible matter. The Levites had sprinkling (the Holy Spirit) and shaved
bodies (a picture of distinction) and washed clothes (holiness). This applies to all
Christians but particularly pastors and elders.

Committed. We sometimes use this term "commitment" when baptised, little
realising how difficult it will be. The closer the preacher is to Christ the greater
the need to have the prayers of the people, so here the people shall lay their hands
on the Levites (verse 10). This did not pass on anything from one to the other but
shows the unity there is between all God's people. Pray for your pastor and elders,
their needs are greater than you may think.

Service. The tabernacle is ready for use and the Levites are in place. Now they
are to go about their tasks. Consider:

The Levites are wholly given to the Lord, with a specific, whole time job to do
and that alone. What is your Christian service? When you have time? Maybe I'll
go to church today if there's nothing on TV! We are not our own but bought with
a price, with no opt-outs in the small print.

They did as the Lord commanded Moses, says verse 22. The rules already set
out, it was for the Levites to obey them, and Christians must not add to or take
from Scripture. Revelation 22: 18-19 has a warning to those who do! If you love
me keep my commandments, said the Saviour, not amend them according to
politics! There are no U-turns in the Christian faith -look forward, trust and obey.

There was no need for the Levites to work until they dropped, indeed it was
forbidden. The age limits, 20-50 years, give a good guide to all Christians that age
is important both for maturity in starting, service and stopping before senility.
However, we never retire, for verse 26 clearly shows the older men (50+) should
be available to help the younger men.

BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD

Celebration of the release from Egypt was to be a "lasting ordinance" of how the
Lord redeemed Israel from Pharaoh's iron grip. Now ready to make the journey
into the Promised Land this ceremony is kept again.

The Command. The Lord did not suggest the people should remember the
great exodus but they were to keep the Passover at the appointed time (verse 1).
According to all the rites and ruies laid down by Moses in Leviticus 23, the twilight
service took place. Let us all recall our redemption, not as some legal requirement
but as Jesus said, "do this ... in remembrance of me".

The Problem. Uncleanness from contact with a dead body kept the people
away from the sacrifices (Leviticus 7) even to excommunication from Israel. This
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was necessary in their society for health reasons, but teaches us that holiness must
be in all our devotions. However, those who were away from home or
ceremonially unclean had opportunity to remember this sacred ordinance one
month later. The exception did not allow for neglect, for anyone not taking part
would be "cut off' from Israel "and bear his own sin". This was a serious matter
and we should learn to respect our Lord's commands (this do!) and not forsaking
the assembling of ourselves together (Hebrews 10:25).

The Stranger. Notice the wider welcome to the outsider (Gentile) in verse 14.
If visitors are willing to take part in the Passover they can, but circumcision
comes first. Exodus 12:48 clearly teaches there is one law for the "native born"
and the stranger - what a beautiful picture of the Gospel where Christ says
"whosoever will". This is not an open invitation, but to the believer from every
nation, tribe and language!

The Cloud. The scene changes as the Passover ceremony ends and the people
prepare to move away from the Wilderness of Sinai towards the Promised Land.
Many questions must have come into their minds - how long would it take, how
would they know the way? The guiding hand of God as seen in the cloud covering
the tabernacle is now key to the next phase of the journey. When the cloud moved
the people followed until it stopped and remained in a certain place. Here they
stayed until the cloud moved again. There was no question of disobeying God.
Read verse 22 again: "All whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that
the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children of Israel
abode in their tents, and journeyed not. ... " How much trouble we would avoid
if only we watched the Lord's hand more closely!

--e--

When Did Christ Bear Sicknesses?
LLEWELYN JONES

"Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses" (Matthew 8:17)

SOME Christians profess to believe that Christ bore the sicknesses of believers
on the cross. This theory underlies certain teaching about divine healing.

The Bible teaches that on the cross Christ bore the sins of believers: "Who his
own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree" (1 Peter 2:24). On the cross
Christ made atonement for sins. In order that sinners could be forgiven, atonement
had to be made for their sins. It was for this reason that "The Lord hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6). But what reason could there have been
for Christ to bear sicknesses on the cross? Does the Bible teach that atonement
had to be made for sicknesses?

/
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Because Christ has borne the sins of believers on the cross, and made
atonement for them there, all believers without a single exception are completely
forgiven. Believers obtained this pardon immediately they believed. God is
"the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus" (Romans 3:26). The blessedness of
such a person is described in Romans 4:7-8: "Blessed are they whose iniquities
are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord
will not impute sin." If, as some maintain, Christ bore the sicknesses of believers
on the cross, why are those, who are suffering from some physical affliction
at the time of their conversion, not healed of their sickness immediately upon
believing? Indeed why are all believers not completely free of all sickness? Can
the theory that Christ bore the sicknesses of believers on the cross, be reconciled
with the fact that all believers do not experience divine healing of the body in this
life on earth?

Christ completed the great work of atonement on the cross. There He said, "It
is finished" (John 19:30). But for a sinner to obtain the benefits of that finished
work he must believe. To receive forgiveness of sins a sinner must have a personal
faith in Christ. No one ever has, or ever will, receive forgiveness of sins through
someone else's faith. But a man may receive divine healing for the body as a
result of someone else's faith. In Matthew 8:5-13 there is an account of the
healing of a centurion's servant. This servant was healed as a res.ult of the faith of
the centurion: "And Jesus said unto the centurion, go thy way, and as thou hast
believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour"
(Matthew 8: 13).

Forgiveness of sins, which comes to sinners on the basis of Christ's atoning
work on the cross, is obtained through a personal faith alone. But divine healing
of the body may be obtained in some other way.

A sick Christian may call for the elders of the church, and be healed after "the
prayer of faith" has been prayed. There is a definite promise that "the prayer
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up" (James 5: 14-15).
For the procedure set out in James 5:14-15 to be carried out to a successful
conclusion, a number of conditions must be fulfilled. The sick person must have
a saving faith, and obey the instruction to call for the elders of the church. The
sufferer must be anointed "with oil in the name of the Lord" and "the prayer of
faith" must be prayed. By contrast, only one of these conditions is required to be
fulfilled to obtain forgiveness of sins; namely, a personal saving faith in Christ.

For the promise "they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover" (Mark
16: 18) to be fulfilled, two conditions are indispensible, namely, the exercise of the
faith of "them that believe" (Mark 16: 17), and the laying on of hands. No mention
is made here that faith is required on the part of the sufferers, and there seems to
be no scriptural evidence for not concluding, that healing of the body could come
to a believer or an unbeliever in this way.

If physical healing occurred as a result of the operation of "the gifts of healing"
(l Corinthians 12:9), it would be an instance of a sick person being healed
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through someone else's gift. Forgiveness of sins was never, is never, and never
shall be, obtained by anyone through the operation of a gift in someone else. It is
obtained by a personal faith alone, without the laying on of hands, anointing with
oil or the praying of "the prayer of faith" by church elders.

If Christ, who bore the sins of believers on the cross, also there bore their
sicknesses, it would be logical to expect physical healing and forgiveness of sins
to be obtained in exactly the same way, namely, only by personal faith alone; and
to the same extent, namely, by every believer without exception immediately
upon believing. That this does not happen is obvious, and the reason is surely that
forgiveness of sins is obtained on a different basis from that on which physical
healing, in this life on earth, is obtained. The scriptures leave us in no doubt that
the forgiveness of sins comes to believers solely because Christ "bare our sins in
his own body on the tree" Cl Peter 2: 24), and there made atonement for them.
All this argues powerfully against the theory that Christ bore the sicknesses of
believers on the cross.

However, in Scripture it is recorded of Christ, "Himself took our infirmities and
bare our sicknesses" (Matthew 8: 17). When then, did Christ bear sicknesses?
Those who accept the theory that Christ bore the sicknesses of believers on the
cross, of course believe that it was on the cross that Christ bore sicknesses, and
maintain that this is what is meant by the words, "Himself took our infLrmities and
bare our sicknesses" (Matthew 8: 17). A careful examination of these words in
their context shows, that this is very clearly not their meaning. To give such a
meaning to these words is to wrench them from their context. Matthew does not
quote these words in connection with his account of the crucifixion of Christ,
which is given in chapter 27 of his gospel. Their context is to be found in chapter
8 of Matthew's gospel, and reads as follows: "When the even was come they
brought unto him many that were possessed with devils, and he cast out the spirits
with his word and healed all that were sick, That it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by Isaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infLrrnities, and bare our
sicknesses" (Matthew 8: 16-17).

Four things are unmistakably clear from these verses:

1. There is no mention here of the cross.

2. The prophecy has been fulfilled.

3. The prophecy was fulfilled before Christ hung on the cross.

4. The prophecy was fulfilled, as Christ cast out evil spirits, and healed the
sick during His healing ministry while He was on earth.

That Isaiah's prophecy, "Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses",
was fulfilled, when Christ cast out evil spirits, and healed the sick during
His healing ministry, while He was on earth, is the scriptural interpretation of
the prophecy. It is the explanation of it given by the apostle Matthew, who
was infallibly inspired by the Holy Spirit as he wrote his gospel. It is God's

/
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interpretation of Isaiah's prophecy, for "All scripture is given by inspiration of
God" (2 Timothy 3:16). God, in His goodness and mercy, ensured that the apostle
Matthew gave the explanation of Isaiah's prophecy, in the earlier chapters of his
gospel, far removed from his account of the crucifixion· of Christ. Surely, we
should take notice of this, and bear it in mind when considering the prophecy.
Failure to do this has caused confusion, and led to an incorrect interpretation of
the prophecy. When the prophecy was fulfilled, evil spirits were cast out and
people were actually healed by Christ.

--e--

World Exclusive
P MURCOTT (Isle of Man)

"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12)

IT is every reporter's dream to obtain an exclusive story. Let us imagine that, at
the time of Peter and John's arrest, there was a reporter in Jerusalem from a small
provincial paper, called the Emmaus Echo. We already know that there was
regular contact between Jerusalem and Emmaus. After all, they were within a few
miles of each other, and we know from the account of Cleopas and the other
disciple on the day of the resurrection, that they were on their way to Ernmaus
when Jesus joined them in conversation (Luke 24: 13-35).

Was there a story to be had? At first sight, the arrest of Peter and John would
probably have seemed fairly routine. Judaea was a hotbed of trouble: else why did
the Romans instal a procurator? Under the Roman imperial system, procurators
were governors appointed directly by the emperor himself, and were despatched
to potentially difficult provinces, of which Judaea was one.

Open-air preaching
So, in our mind's eye, let us join that reporter, observing the events as they unfold.
Two men had angered the Jewish religious authorities by preaching in Solomon's
porch [a magnificent colonnade running alongside the east side of the Temple];
though they had no permission to do so. Throughout the ages, outdoor preaching
has always made the authoriti.es nervous. We hear occasional reports today of
preachers being arrested.

In fact, the apostles were apprehended before they could complete their
discourse. If you look at the closing verse of Acts 3, they had just explained to the
waiting crowd that God had sent His Son, Christ Jesus, to bless them, and to turn
them from their wrong doing. At that point, they were taken into custody.
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In order to make a valid arrest, there has to be an offence known to law. Luke
tells us that the real reason was that the members of the Jewish Sanhedrin were
greatly disturbed at the preaching of Christ's resurrection. It was clearly having a
dramatic effect; for the number of converts had risen to a total of five thousand.
How we would rejoice in these days of leanness if five people were saved, let
alone five thousand. Maybe we are not ready for large numbers - or maybe we no
longer expect God the Holy Spirit to move mightily in our midst.

A serious charge
So what was the precise charge? The Scriptures do not say; though the Temple
area, where the apostles were speaking, was under the control of the priests.

It would appear from the questions at their trial that the offence related to
an unauthorised healing. It is possible that it would have been based on
Deuteronomy 13: 1-5, where the elements are basically this:

• the performance of a sign or a wonder from a prophet or a "dreamer",
who is not of God; and

• the enticement by that prophet or dreamer of those who witness the sign
or wonder to follow after other gods.

The penalty for so doing was death.
Their interrogators did not waste time, and soon reached the heart of the matter.

The key question was this: "By what power, or by what name, have ye done this"
(Acts 4:7). Now, given the gravity of the potential consequences, Peter's response
was all the more astonishing. He made no attempt to deny what had happened;
and even less by whose power it had occurred. He freely admitted that he had
acted in the Name of Jesus Christ, adding two most significant points:

• that his accusers were the ones who had rejected Jesus (Acts 4: 10-11);
and

• that salvation comes from Christ Jesus alone, and none other (Acts 4: 12).

Startling
To an observer, it would have been a riveting spectacle. There was Peter, an
unlearned man, speaking with great authority to the religious leaders, who
regarded themselves as second to none. A reporter, recognising the emergence of
a major story, may well have summarised the situation like this:

NEGATIVELY EXPRESSED

There is an inbuilt resistance nowadays to expressing truths negatively. It is
thought likely to deter people. "Always be positive!" is the cry, as if to say "no"
were necessarily a bad thing. Maybe that accounts for the reluctance to proclaim
the Ten Commandments.

/
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Peter's response was different. Remember that he was speaking under the direct
power of the Holy Spirit, who is specifically mentioned in Acts 4:8. Therefore,
what he said commanded the full authority of heaven, for it was in effect heaven's
message to the world.

No room for doubt
His use of the negatives "neither" and "none" left absolutely no room for doubt
or discussion. "None" means just that: there is no point in looking anywhere else
for a Saviour, for, as Christina Rossetti puts it:

"None other Lamb, none other Name,
None other Hope in heaven or earth or sea,
None other Hiding-place from guilt and shame,
None beside Thee."

Previous generations have understood this well, and have acted upon it.
They would have been singularly unimpressed by the arguments, that deter at
least some Christians nowadays from proclaiming this and similar texts, on the
grounds that -

• it is inappropriate to do so in a multi-religious society; or

• it means something different from what the words plainly say; or

• it has been taken out of context.

A matter ofgreat significance
Well, the context is of great significance: Peter's answers potentially could have
spelt out a premature end to his preaching ministry. Of course, he could have
taken account of that, and have played for safety, convincing himself that in so
doing he was acting in the gospel's best interests. But he didn't; and on his faithful
declaration an unknown number of Christians have staked their whole eternity.

OPENLY EXPRESSED

Secondly, Peter's bold declaration was openly expressed. He could not have been
more explicit and straight to the point.

The mark ofa Christian
Throughout the New Testament, an open confession of Christ is regarded as the
mark of a Christian (John 5:23; Luke 9:26; 1 John 2:23). There is only one
reference to the secret disciple: Joseph of Arimathaea, Ha disciple of Jesus, but
secretly for fear of the Jews" (John 19:38), who, along with Nicodemus, asked
Pilate if he could bury Jesus' body.

Notice that things could not have seemed more desolate. To everyone's
expectation, Christ had gone for ever. Those circumstances, one might say, were
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unique. But Christ is risen from the dead. He is alive for evermore. All judgment
has been committed to Him (John 5:22; Matthew 11 :27). At His name, every knee
should bow (Philippians 2:9-10). Ought not these great and eternal truths be told
to the whomsoever?

Look at it this way: is there any valid reason for not proclaiming, openly and
unambiguously, that only Jesus Christ can save? Should this be played down
because of the growing social disorder, in a society that seems to exist on a knife
edge where religious passions can easily be inflamed? Yet conditions in the first
century were at least as volatile as ours, Read about Paul's journeys, and of the
numerous instances of political and social turmoil that were rarely far from the
surface (e.g. Acts 16:19-22 (at Philippi); Acts 17:5-9 (at Thessalonica)). Yet none
of those things deterred him from preaching Christ and Him crucified (Acts
20:24). And why should they? If hearts are hard, be sure of this: no substitute for
Christ, politically correct or otherwise, will soften them, or make them new.

Any change?
How would the apostles be received today? Would their preaching be acceptable?
Would they be called intolerant or exclusivist? In turn, what would they make of
the recent substitution of "faith leader" for "Christian minister", or of "dialogue"
- not to be confused with the exchanges recorded in Acts 17: 16-18 between Paul
and the intelligensia at Athens (Paul's aim was evangelical) - for the declaration
of "none other name"? But let us return to their trial.

NECESSARILY EXPRESSED

Peter's boldness caused consternation amongst the Sanhedrin, resulting in an
adjournment. No doubt the imaginary reporter from the Emmaus Echo might have
wondered what the outcome would be once the Council went into secret conclave,
or he may have decided that, given Peter's unusual boldness, it was a foregone
conclusion.

A dilemma
Of course, with the benefit of the Scriptures before us, we know that they were
completely nonplussed, They had a law; they had the evidence before them of a
remarkable healing; and they also had the evidence before them of humble men
with remarkable powers of reasoning and expression (Acts 4: 13-14). Was this not
enough evidence on which to find the charge proved?

But there was another factor that they could not ignore: public opinion.
Moreover, there was a technical problem. Although Peter and John had healed the
man in the name of Jesus Christ, Scripture records that "all men glorified God
for that which was done" (Acts 4:21b). That might have raised some difficulty in
establishing that the people had gone after strange gods. More to the point, to
impose the death penalty might have caused a riot.

/
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Conditionally discharged
That was the decisive factor. Therefore the Sanhedrin abandoned any notion of
capital punishment. On the contrary, they imposed what we would call nowadays
a conditional discharge. The condition was this: to desist from preaching the
gospel.

The Apostles' response is most significant. In effect, they told the Council that
they were requiring of them the impossible, because:

• they were bound to obey God rather than men; and

• necessity, as well as obedience, compelled them to speak,

Look at what they said: "For we cannot but speak of the things which we have
seen and heard" (Acts 4:20). Isn't that the hallmark of those who have been truly
born from above? And what was the cause of that necessity? They had seen and
heard things that were unique. That is why they were exclusively expressed.

EXCLUSIVELY EXPRESSED

It was this more than anything that so startled the Sanhedrin: Peter excluded, once
and for all, every other possibility of salvation, and turned upside down
everything that they thought, taught and did. Of course, they wouldn't accept
it; but neither would the apostles be silenced. As Peter and John said: "Whether
it be right in the sight ofGod to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye"
(Acts 4: 19b).

World exclusive
Our journalist from the Emmaus Echo would certainly have gathered a
remarkable story. You might even call it a world exclusive. But what of its impact
today?

"Dark the night of sin has settled,
Loud the angry billows roar;
Eager eyes are watching, longing,
For the lights along the shore."

(Philipp Bliss)

Surely the challenge has never been greater? Yet there are two principal
dangers: Error and Ease. Error contends that, contrary to Scripture's plain
teaching, there are, in fact, oth.er ways of salvation. Moreover, those who adhere
to biblical truth are called exclusivists. It sounds somewhat sinister, and can be a
deterrent, until you discover that it means anyone who accepts and abides by the
truth of Acts 4: 12, as revealed by the Holy Spirit.

Ease, on the other hand, believes the gospel; but that is all. It has little sense of
urgency, and does not "earnestly contend" for it (Jude 3).
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So where do you stand? Do you trust the word of man, or the Word of God?
Are you, perhaps, resting on the Plains of Ease, from whence you can see Hill
Difficulty, but would rather postpone climbing it for now? Then take careful
account of the apostles' trial. The prospect seemed bleak; and their chosen course
dangerous. Yet, by God's grace, they overcame. And so can Christians today. Who
knows? - faithfulness here, acts of boldness there, and, above all, love for Christ
and for the lost, by God's grace, may well awaken souls to look to Christ for
salvation; for be certain of this: there is none other name, whereby we must be
saved. Amen.

--e--

Epaphroditus
M. HANDFORD (previous Editor of The Gospel Magazine)

THERE are some whose names appear only once or twice in Scripture, yet their
characters are very full of helpful instruction. Epaphroditus is one of these; all
we know of him is to be found in only three references in the Epistle to the
Philippians. He was one of the less well-known of the Apostle's friends; not a
leader but an ordinary member of the Church.

Epaphroditus was sent with some material help for Paul who was in prison;
there was no reliable way of getting the gift to the Apostle, so Epaphroditus faced
the long journey across Greece to Rome. When he arrived there he was not content
just to hand over the gift; he also ministered to the captive Apostle. During his stay
with Paul he became seriously ill, an illness which nearly proved fatal. This may
have been due either to over-exertion, or to the unhealthy and insanitary prison.
The Apostle at great personal sacrifice, sent him back home as soon as he was fit
to travel and entrusted to him the letter to the Church at Philippi.

Epaphroditus knew something of self-forgetfulness. "He longed after you all"
(2:26) - he was troubled only because other people were troubled about him. He
never thought of himself, but had a tender heart for the welfare of others. Paul
uses three terms in connection with Epaphroditus - in relation to the Apostle he
was a brother, fellow-worker and fellow-soldier.

Brother
This term speaks of tenderness. They were brothers in Christ, both had been
born again by the Spirit of God. There is no kinship so close as the brotherhood
of the Gospel.

Epaphroditus was a man much less gifted than Paul, yet the Apostle speaks of
him as equal. In Christ there is neither barbarian nor Scythian, bond nor free; all
are one in Christ Jesus. "My brother" - this is no mere figure of speech; it speaks
of a bond in which there is a knitting of heart with heart in mutual faith, hope and
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love. Probably Paul never forgot Ananias' word of greeting immediately after his
conversion - "Brother Saul ... " (Acts 9: 17); how gracious to address one who
had wrought such havoc among the early believers. "Brother" is one of the words
invested with a new meaning by the Gospel; it speaks of an intimate relationship.
A kinship closer than that of flesh and blood is established between the members
of the household of faith.

Fellow-worker - "companion in labour"
Epaphroditus was not afraid of work; if there was a bit of drudgery to be done he
would do it. His work was done chiefly behind the'scenes, there was no publicity
attached to it. Epaphroditus is a standing rebuke to those who will help only if
they are given a position of pre-eminence. How much the Church owes to such
men as Epaphroditus, those who go on through life unnoticed but who faithfully
do their work as unto the Lord. Here, then, is a test as to the reality of our faith 
how much do we do behind the scenes without thanks or praise from others?

Epaphroditus was a "fellow-worker". He could work with others. It is a sad fact
that some Christians just cannot work alongside others; they do a good work, but
by themselves. Epaphroditus was a good man to work with, and Paul rejoiced in
his companionship. They were fellow-workers, but supremely they were workers
together with God.

Fellow-soldier
This epithet is shared only by Archippus. Paul exhorted Timothy to "endure
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" and "to war a good warfare". It would
seem that Epaphroditus had shared in some experience involving hardship.

Epaphroditus as a good soldier is mentioned in despatches. He hazarded his life
in fulfilling his commission; for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death
(Philippians 2:30). Here is the Apostle's testimony to his bravery. Christian
service calls for the highest qualities and exacting service - "quit you like men,
be strong" is the Apostolic call. Epaphroditus was ready to toil, strive and endure
for the sake of Christ. Today so much Christian service is very half-hearted and
anaemic. How we need men of the order of Epaphroditus who will work with
unflagging constancy, and who will do all to the glory of God.

Epaphroditus wrote letters, eased the prisoner's chain, did all the menial tasks
for Paul, yet it was all work for Christ. The cup of water given in the name of a
disciple is accepted by the Lord. This good man was always "ready for service
small or great, ready to do His will".

I can assure you, Christians, that that faith is very weak, and the believer will lead
but a poor sorry life, that hath not learned to believe in the dark, as well as in the
light of His countenance. Robert Traill
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Wesley and Men Who Followed. lain H. Murray. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 272.
£14.95. ISBN 0 851518354.

As the title might suggest, this is by no means a straight birth-to-death life of John Wesley but an
appraisal both of the man and of the movement he founded. .

It is in four parts, of which the first, Wesley, is not so much biography as an attempt to trace the
history of his thought. In particular, lain Murray stresses the importance of Wesley's antecedents,
the rejection of Puritanism by his parents and High Church influences, such as that ofWilliam Law,
that underlay his early ministry as an Oxford Don and missionary to North America. He writes with
considerable appreciation of Wesley's gifts both as a preacher and organiser but also explores the
"collision with Calvinism" that led to the split between the Wesleys on the one hand and Whitefield,
Cennick, etc., on the other. He suggests that, while Wesley never really understood the essential
doctrines of Calvinism, the principal ground for his mistrust of them was the mistaken conviction
that they tended to point converts towards antinomianism rather than fruitful living.

The second part, Men who Followed, examines the careers of three men who are largely forgotten
today but come across clearly as spiritual giants in their day, WiJliam Bramwell and Gideon Ousley,
working in England and Ireland respectively in the three or four decades following Wesley's death,
and Thomas Coli ins in England and Scotland towards the middle of the 19th century. It is clear from
these three mini-biographies that Wesleyan Methodism remained a vibrant spiritual force until at
least the 1860s.

In the third part, Against Unquestioning Following, Mr. Murray returns to the subject of Wesley's
Thought, in two particularly controversial areas, Justification and Christian Perfection. He shows
that Wesley was often confused and inconsistent in his writings but, nevertheless, concludes that
essentially he was orthodox in his beliefs, stating, for instance, in relation to Justification, that
"without question, Wesley never had the slightest intention of promoting belief in salvation by
works."

In the final part, Methodism, with and without the Holy Spirit, Mr. Murray looks at Methodism
at the height of its influence in the mid-1860s and compares this period with the movement's sad
decline in the 20th century when it had largely lost contact with the legacy of its founder and a
prominent Methodist, such as Leslie Weatherhead, could say of the atonement: "In our modem view
this simply is not true."

In summary this is an important book, scholarly but also accessible to the common reader seeking
an honest appraisal of a great but flawed evangelist and the movement that he founded.

Has Science Got Rid of God? John Blanchard. Evangelical Press. pp. 160. £6.95. ISBN
o85234 568 2.

Dr. Blanchard is a well-known Christian apologist, who has in particular addressed the science v.
religion debate in the course of his writing. The present volume is one of his briefer forays, designed
to provide a survey of the fundamental issues involved in answering the question, whether science
and religion are in fact in conflict.

The writer exhibits a wide range of reading in the course of the book, with numerous quotations
from sources on both sides of the divide. As an example of his gift for apt quotation, the following
extract from the American physicist, Stephen Barr may be cited: "The Book of Genesis was itself
in large part intended, scholars tell us, as a polemic against pagan superstition. For example,
whereas the sun and moon were the objects of worship in pagan religion, the Book of Genesis taught
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that they were nothing but lamps set in the heavens to give light to day and night: not gods, but mere
things, creatures of the one true God."

John Blanchard shows that for many modern scientists, science has in effect become a religion,
which he terms Scientism, a tendency leading them to unscientific methods, whereby unproven
theories become absolute dogma. Whether his arguments will convince hardened atheists is perhaps
doubtful but the book will certainly aid young Christians, such as university students, who may find
themselves engaged in debate on these issues with non-Christian contemporaries.

It should be noted that the biblical quotations are normally from the NIV, which is likely to be the
version most familiar to the book's intended audience, although Gospel Magazine readers are more
likely to prefer the AY.

God's Book of Wisdom. Belinda BuckJand. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 428, paperback.
£8.99. ISBN 185 792 9632.

This is a "family daily devotional built on the wisdom of Proverbs". It consists of daily readings for
the year (but not leap year). Each week begins with a statement of the week's theme and a verse to
learn. Each day begins with two verses from Proverbs, a short section looking at ourselves, and then
concluding with a short prayer. It is written for family use with young children in mind. The NIV is
used. Three concluding pages give the rational for the book. The idea is a fine one. Proverbs teaches
wisdom and what is the wise life for the Christian. The application is always clear and the short,
concluding prayers always begin with a Thank You God, and then a prayer for the application of the
wisdom teaching. The grouping of Proverbs into themes is very useful, as anyone reading through
Proverbs will have found, but the arrangement of the saying is not always helpful for straight
through reading, especially for a daily devotional.

Although the idea is fine, I am not too sure about its execution. The style is abrupt and, to me,
rather negative. Every day, sometimes several times, we read "You must ... ", and in a space of
roughly ten Lines per day this soon grates. The use of "you" rather than the more gentle and less
finger-pointing style, of the inclusive "we", might have been better. We frequently read "God hates"
but I could not find the emphasis of "the love of Christ constrains". Both are necessary but one has
the feeling of God being more of a watchful policeman, than a loving Father. There does seem to
be an over-emphasis, expressed or assumed, upon God's holiness. The overall feeling is rather
legalistic when, to me, the driving force of Proverbs is the life of joyful obedience as a response to
God's love to us, especially in Christ. One could argue that this abrupt "commanding" approach
reflects Proverbs itself, but when giving an application a certain winsomeness would not go amiss.
This is clearly the NT emphasis; ethics flowing from appropriated grace, but this grace does not
seem to be very evident in the approach taken here. All that said, the style of the book may simply
express our cultural difference, as the author is based in Pretoria, South Africa.

However, the idea is good and if used with discretion, and adapted to each family need and use,
this might be a helpful book for the vitally important daily reading and praying together with our
young children.

Let's Study 1 Peter. William W. Harrell. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 176, paperback. £5.95.
ISBN 0 8515 I 868 0

So far ten books have been published in the "Let's Study" series; all ten focus on the New
Testament. The various authors desire "to be helpful to ordinary Christian people by encouraging
them to understand the message of the Bible and apply it to their own lives" - WiIliam HarreLl fulfils
this aim. Each volume contains useful questions for group study printed at the end of the book. The
text of the New American Standard Bible is printed at the beginning of each of the twenty-seven
short chapters.
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1 Peter deals with grace and salvation, godly living and comfort in suffering - themes that are as
relevant to the church today as they were in the first century. William Harrell who has served as
minister of the Immanuel Presbyterian Church in Norfolk yirginia since 1981, is a competent
expositor of Peter's fIrst letter.

Let me close with an example of the author's practical application of Peter's teaching taken from
ills comments on I Peter 3: "The time for speaking comes rarely, willle the time for doing never
departs. Peter makes clear to believing wives that the way to win their disobedient husbands is
through their godly deeds not through their proclamation of doctrine." The principle of balancing
speaking with doing applies to all Christians witnessing to unbelievers. S.K.E.

Where Was God on September 11? "Popular Christian Apologetics" Series. John
Blanchard. Evangelical Press. pp. 31, paperback. £9.95 for pack of 10. ISBN 0852345089.

The author seeks to answer the four most loudly-voiced protests against God for not preventing the
attack on the Twin Towers and at the same time takes the opportunity to answer the usual criticisms
over natural disasters, accidents, wars and man's inhumanity to man. The booklet is a well written
presentation for both Christian and non-Christian. The former may have had his faith shaken by the
events on 9th September or he may have felt unable to answer the angry questions of those who see
the events as proof that God does not exist, or, if He does, He does not care or is not in control.

This is a good booklet to put in the hands of those who accuse God of indifference but are
prepared to listen to a sensible, logical and biblical explanation of the problem of pain and suffering,
and it will still contain relevant teacillng as II th September fades into history.

Is It Nothing to You? The Unchanging Significance of the Cross. Frederick S.
Leahy. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 134, paperback. £5.50. ISBN 0 85151 877 X.

Tills is the fourth and fInal (so the author, now in ills eighties, says) book by Frederick Leahy on
Christ's sufferings. The title comes from Lamentations 1: 12. The author, using the English Standard
Version, follows the Saviour from his praying in Gethsemane to his resurrection. Leahy writes with
"the passion of an evangelist" (to quote Derek Thomas' words in his Forward), therefore, each
chapter ends with words addressed directly to the unbeliever. Leahy develops facets of Christ's
sufferings overlooked by other writers; for example, the signifIcance of the three languages above
the cross and the resurrection of believers when God tore the temple veil (Matthew 27:51-53). His
exposition of the tom veil is particularly helpful and heart-warming. Leahy's chapter on Jesus' word,
"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34), answers the vexed question,
"Was Christ praying for the non-elect?" The book concludes with two brief appendices on
"Dispensationalism and the Gospel" and on "Righteousness exalts a nation".

Frederick Leahy, a retired minister of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland and a former
Principal of the Reformed Theological College, Belfast, writes simply and clearly on the best theme
of all - the Saviour's death for sinners.

Let's Study Galatians. Derek Thomas. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 188, paperback. £6.95.
ISBN 0851518761.

After looking at alternative views, Derek Thomas states that Galatians is Paul's first letter written
about AD 49 to churches established as the result of the apostle's fIrst missionary journey. The
author also comments in his five-page introduction on "a new perspective on Paul". Advocates of
tills view teach that Galatians answers the question "Who belongs to the church?" rather than "How
do we enter the church?" According, to the "new perspective", "No longer is Paul talking about the
saved and the lost, but about membership in the outward community".
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Several times Thomas quotes Martin Luther, who rightly understood the message of Galatians:
justification through faith in Christ alone - a theme developed more fully in Romans. To add human
effort or religious ceremony to Christ's once-for-all-death is "another gospel: which is not another"
(Galatians 1:6-7).

Expositors of Galatians have different views on the Christian and the law. Thomas states:
"Obedience is the evidence of our justification ... we are free from ... the ceremonial aspects of
the law that was fulfilled in Christ". Later, he writes, "Obedience is unattainable apart from
obedience to the law of God".

Derek Thomas, who lectures in the USA, has written several commentaries, including Let's Study
Revelation, which are easy-to-read but never trite or superficial. Useful questions for group
discussion are included at the end of this book which uses the text of the English Standard Version.
I would heartily recommend Lets Study Calatians. S.K.E.

The Coming of the Warrior King - Zephaniah Simply Explained (Welwyn
Commentary Series). Daniel Webber. Evangelical Press. pp. 192. £8.95. ISBN 0 85234 556 9.

A whole commentary on Zephaniah is a remarkable achievement! Commentaries on this three
chapter book are usually brief and contained in volumes dealing with the twelve Minor Prophets or
in books on a few of these prophets grouped together. Webber discusses in the Introduction reasons
for this book's neglect, the historical background and general rules for biblical interpretation and
special guidelines for expounding prophecy.

Zephaniah - "a man with a message for all seasons" -lived 2,600 years before Christ when Josiah
reigned in Judah. Zephaniah's theme is "the Day of the Lord" - the Jews' deportation to Babylon in
586 BC, an event foreshadowing the awesome Day of Judgement. However, Zephaniah is not all
"doom and gloom" because he also predicts exuberant joy when the captives return to their land in
539 BC; an event foreshadowing Christ's coming to usher in "the new heavens and the new earth".
In the closing verses, Zephaniah directs his readers to the mighty God rejoicing over His faithful
remnant (3: 17). Webber skilfully applies the message of Zephaniah in the "Points to Ponder" at the
end of everyone of the ten chapters of this commentary, based on the NIV. This book has enriched
my own understanding of Zephaniah.

After serving a church in Kent for eighteen years, Daniel Webber became Mission Director of the
European Missionary Fellowship. He is also Principal of the Mission's School of Biblical Studies
in Welwyn, Hertfordshire, and lectures on Apologetics, Modern Church History and Pastoral

Theology. S.K.E.

Dying Thoughts. Richard Baxter. Puritan Paperbacks. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 124,
paperback. £4.50. ISBN 0 851518869.

This is a profound little book which sets out the doubts and fears that arise from a consideration of
the end of our mortal life but chiefly it presents to our view what every Christian may attain, and
what is the highest interest, as well as the indispensable duty of every Christian to aspire after.

Using SI. Paul's words, "I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which
is beller by far" (Philippians I :23), Mr. Baxter says, the dilemma of most men is between the desire
of life for fleshly interest, and the fear of death as ending their happiness. But for the Christian
this is not so. In this life we are exe'rcised about things of a higher nature than the concerns of a
temporal life and are far happier than the men of the world. Heaven is won or lost on earth; the
possession is there but the preparation is here. Christ will judge all men in another state as their work
has been in this.

Baxter is not the easiest of writers but the book is worthy of our perseverance.
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Life's Story - The One That Hasn't Been Told. Mark Haville. Day One Publications.
pp. 64pp. Unpriced. ISBN I 903087716.

This book is a splendid introduction for learning the truth about evolutionary theory. In that the
theory is a belief of some scientists and not a scientific fact, the book gives clear views of life's story
and shows from the natural world around us the amazing variety of life perfectly fitted for its own
environment, indicating that life is the result of the work of an intelligent Creator and also the
Creator's great design includes mankind through the Gospel.

All Scripture quotations are taken from the Authorized Version of the Bible. M.B.

Reading Your Bible: A Starter's Guide. Gavin Childress and Audrey Dooley. Day One
Publications. pp. 101, paperback. £5.00. ISBN I 903087414.

The authors make a very direct approach to their subject. On the first page, headed "Start here", they
say the Bible is, "inspired by God; the writers were guided by Him in every word they put on paper";
that the Bible teaches that "man's sinful nature has not changed"; and that "the Lord Jesus Christ
died on the cross to take away the punishment of sin". They stress the need for Bible reading to be
done with prayer: "We must come to the Bible not only to be challenged by it, but to be changed by
it." Such plain speaking is the tone of the whole book.

The book is true to its sub-title - A Starter's Guide - taking nothing for granted. The introduction
deals with the division into the Old and New Testaments, the names of the books and their main
features, and how to find a reference, etc., plainly and briefly. The body of the book is a very
simplified summary of the Bible, a page per book, each closing with a two or three bullet-point
outline of its structure. There are two maps, but the second half page, one of part of the New
Testament world, is most inadequate.

Two criticisms: a serious starter could be expected to want some guidance on which version to
use, but no mention is made of this difficulty. From the short quotes given, the authors seem to use
a mixture. Secondly, the pop-eyed, spiky-haired cartoon style character filling the front cover and
repeated in some of the inside drawings, detracts from the serious approach which the book takes to
a serious subject.

These aside, this is a useful book to give to a starter of any age.
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