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"A land which the Lord thy God careth for; the eyes of the Lord thy God are
always upon it, from the beginning of the year, even unto the end of the year"

(Deuteronomy 11:12)

GOD chose a people, Israel, and promised that He would give them a land, and
that His eyes would be upon it throughout each year. If they obeyed the Lord
He would bless the land with rain and fruitfulness. However, if they disobeyed,
the land would be forsaken and barren, so as to make the passers-by ask why the
Lord had done this.

It has been so with the venerable Gospel Magazine. At one time the editor
owned the paper and would sell it on to the next editor. That led to it falling
into bad hands and failing for some years until it was recovered for the Gospel
of grace.

To avoid this happening again, it was decided to make it a Trust, and so
January 2006 celebrates a century in the hands of faithful Trustees, for whom we
thank God.

About 120 years ago Dr. Doudney, the then editor, lamented how few held to
the doctrines of grace. What would he say now? Lamentations voices our
thoughts as we look around today at the state of Zion's beautiful things. The
doctrines of grace are despised, misunderstood and attacked as never before.

God has placed one remedy in our hands. It is to make the whole Gospel
Magazine since its inception in 1766 available on the internet. You and I are
perhaps not of the internet generation, so please forgive a word of explanation. If
you know how, and own a computer, you can access a vast body of information
by pressing various keys. It comes down as if by magic on to the screen in front
of you. It serves as a library and as a hoarding seen by millions.
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Making the powerful voice of the Gospel Magazine in all its fullness available
over the intemet has been approved by the Trustees. They appointed a gifted man,
Mr. John Rees-Evans, to create a website and to set about putting on to it centuries
of material. Already it is sought after and we know a tonishing numbers are
accessing the infant site.

The project has so many potential difficulties that we are appealing to our
faithful readers to bring it before the eyes of the Lord in prayer. For it is true that
the eyes of the Lord are yet upon His land, the Gospel of grace, and here is our
opportunity to bring God's rain upon it, and make the doctrines we love and live
for flourish once more, even unto the end of the year. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE'S NEW WEBSITE MAY BE FOUND ON

WWw.gospelmagazine.org.uk

--.--

• A WATCHWORD FOR 2006 •
A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"Gojorward!" (Exodus 14:15)

Plain Directions
Israel had seen God's sovereign power displayed in their exodus from Egypt, and
had obeyed God's command to "encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol
and the sea over against Baal-zephon: before it (saith the Lord) shall ye encamp
by the sea".

The directions were explicit. They could scarcely be mistaken. They had acted
at God's command throughout, yet God had led them so as to entangle them in the
land, the Red Sea blocking their advance, and the Egyptian army behind. Nothing
could save them now. In their extremity, God did not act, but spoke. First the
divine voice said, "Stand still!" and then, "Go forward!".

The scene is of a mighty conflict about to take place, of which they were in
ignorance. Namely, that God had forced Pharaoh to let them go, but then hardened
his heart so he would follow after them to his own utter destruction. But God
forearmed them with an intimation of what He will do.

Twice God speaks today. First, "Stand still!" Then, "Go forward!".

Plain directions to the unconverted
Stand still and stop your unregulated life-style and pause to think. The Bible is
perfectly plain, "they that are in the flesh cannot please God". Stop what you



---------------

The Gospel Magazine 3

are doing - your frantic, pointless activity, unconsecrated knowledge, over
wrought mind, and insatiable demand for more and more amusements. Cease
from your treadmill of immoderate work and leisure, pursuit of rights, reckless
competitions, pride, avarice and lust. Your wild chase for bubbles in the air!
You walk in company with Mammon and Passion through Vanity Fair, spending
life for what can never satisfy. Your proud, Dervish-like bravery only makes
matters worse.

Stand still in awe and seek after God. Take up the Book of God. Sit down alone
and read. What shall I read? Oh! What is the use? Read the Gospels first! One
thing you need - God.

Only one Way to God is open and that is Christ, who died for sinners. Give your
eyes no rest night and day until you find Him. The Lord Jesus is the Way, and He
is found in the Book of God. Never stop until you have found Christ as your own.

The Bible tells you where you dwell, in no-hope city, in angry quarter, in
meaningless street, your door-arch engraved, "let us eat, drink and be merry, for
tomorrow we die". No law stops salesmen with every quack remedy making a
fortune off you. The largest foot in the door is that of a frivolous and mercenary
church, followed by the intimidations of Islam, and then every belief and
especially none. Stand still! Stop! You are commanded. Feverish activity is
simply making matters worse, digging a pit and falling into it. You are to humble
yourself to ask direction from God, and listen for His answer in the Bible.

Go forward! God then commands you a second time. What me, go ahead and
read that Book? So deny my intelligence as to believe it? Join what the Romans
jeered at as "the third race", the scarcely human sub species? Obey the weak Man
of Galilee, turn the other cheek and accept all the absurd miracles, and believe in
heaven? Me, enter a church? Never!

The choice is, either obey and go ahead to freedom, or be overwhelmed by
what is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, sin's army dragging you back to
endless brick-making in the sun in well-fed slavery. Your need is to repent,
believe and be born again. After that, God will show you what you should do. He
is the best of guides, the surest of paths, and knows the end from the beginning.
Your first step is to trust Him.

Plain directions to the converted

Take stock. Not every voice is of God. It can be of the voice of Presumption.
Rushing into situations is not faith. The devil urges, "But if you are a child of
God, He will keep your foot. You will tread on the adder and drink poison and it
will not hurt you. Just do whatever comes into your head." Laziness joins forces
with Presumption and says, "Do not trouble yourself to enquire first". Answer
them thus: "I will ask counsel of the Lord, for I know His voice. Your voices I do
not know, Strangers."

Go forward. The voice speaks a second time, this time to us who have left sin
for Christ. Some have forfeited personal health by obeying, others lost friends,
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family, wives and children. Others, refusing compromise so as to obey the God
they love, have lost prospects of marriage, promotion, churches they loved dearly,
so as to go forward. Let us ask them was it worth it? They reply, It is, a thousand
times so. But has it proved a short cut to the Promised Land? Far from it, rather,
like the Great Apostle and Silas when they answered the vision of the man of
Macedonia crying, "Come over and help us", like them we are in trouble, our feet
in the stocks, beaten by unpleasant things, fast in the inner prison, and it is
midnight. But we have found the secret of life, and a love that so far outweighs
any loss as to be incomparable. We are resolved to go on.

Play the man! The voice speaks a third time, in the heat and the burden of the
day, arousing to fresh effort. I can hardly set a foot forward, I am near fainting in
the day of adversity. My strength is indeed small. On one hand conscience accuses
that the fetters binding my feet are sins of my own past choosing now forcing me
to a standstill. Then circumstances drive me nearly to despair, the accidents and
happenings of each day like a ball and chain stopping me moving forward. Divine
election seems responsible, for had God elected to do so, my way would prosper.
Some days are so bad that they can only be called "the evil day", and in those it
is all I can do just to stand. Everything conspires to hold me up, to make every
forward step slide back two. I feel my weakness. I look back and know I am an
unprofitable servant. I look around and say, "If only, Lord, Thou hadst given me
the gifts Thou didst give to others! Then I could serve Thee. Why did Cain's seed
invent all the wonderful things in the account of Tubal Cain and his line in
Genesis, yet Seth's seed invented nothing? Just give me ability, and the work
entrusted to me will prosper. I feel like blind John Milton felt when he wrote,
'Dost Thou demand day-service, light denied?'"

Go on. The only answer vouchsafed is, "Go forward!". And as I do, a
wonderful power is in the words, to remove the impossible barriers, the mountains
blocking my advance. My palsied limbs work, my feet are free and I can leap and
run again. What causes the change? I cannot tell the inner workings of God, but
this I know, God reminds me that He is my Father, and from that Name, Abba,
Father, I infer His love is faithful, and He will bring me through my impossible
"Red Sea". It works for me, day after day, time after time. The devil and
conscience drive me to a standstill, but God renews my goings.

Yet, just sometimes God chooses to answer to my heart. Then my whole being
leaps and all the pain and labour is as nothing. Just to hear the voice of my
Beloved, to feel He knows and cares, is worth more than all the reasonings of
sinful man. Oh bliss! Oh joy! I run in the way of Thy commandments when Thou
enlargest my heart.

Sometimes experience is my teacher. It tells me that in the past, just when I was
standing defeated saying "all these things are against me", that later I have found
God had just done something wonderful for me, often unexpected, but news of it
had been delayed. How ashamed I have felt when deliverance came. These things
are precious memories.
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Advance. The voice comes yet one more time, this time speaking to the year
ahead. As I consider the hardness of the heart of man, with none "valiant for the
truth", the Judas-like way the wider Church is treating her Lord, the endless bad
news and events, the enemies surrounding us, then I faint. My arms hang down,
and my knees have no strength. The way ahead becomes impassable. I see no
good, and I experience the icy hand of despair gripping heart and mind, paralysing
all effort. Fears overtake me, complaining takes over from joy, and idleness sees
a lion without, two lions in the street. I rest under the juniper bush, and eat angel's
food, and then make my way to the mount of God, and wonder if the Lord will
this time replace me by another? I plead with Him to keep me in His service yet,
and I will no more proudly say, "I am no better than my fathers". His answer is
always to encourage me forward. Do you not have these experiences of the Lord
you serve?

Conclusion
These words contain God's command to the Christian when he is brought into
extraordinary difficulties. And who could view the world scene, the terrible
state of things today, and not feel the temptation to despair, a desire to give up?
Say, what, such a man as I relinquish my principles? Never! Cowardice, begone!
Prayer, love, action for Christ. Go forward! The Red Sea parts as you raise the rod
of God over it. Believe, and you too with your own eyes will see the Egyptians
dead upon the seashore as the path of your dry-shod escape closes on your
pursuers. You will join in the song of Moses and the Lamb.

--e--

• NEEDED: THOSE WHO WILL PRAY •

B. GARRARD (Basingstoke)

"The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much" (lames 5:16)

THE believer who is mighty in prayer accomplishes much, but note:
1. He must be righteous. By this, Scripture does not imply he is perfectly holy

but has the righteousness of Christ imputed to him and walks uprightly and
according to God's Word. He does not continue in known sin but upon confession,
repents and forsakes it. Are we righteous in that sense? Do we walk in the fear of
God? If we do not then we could be in danger of living as hypocrites and our
prayers not being heard.

2. Our prayers must be "effectual fervent". That means that we must truly
pray and not utter vague generalisations or imprecise hopes. Prayer must be true,
genuine and earnest. Serious, heartfelt and heart-moving longings and desires
offered up for others or ourselves. Supplications that mean what they say. We
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must seek for prayer that is wrought and given by the Spirit, as well as energised
and influenced by Him. In other words, that which is "in the Spirit". This kind of
praying has a vital commitment to it, for we must become determined to see the
matter through with God and pray on until He is pleased to answer according to
His will. Elijah is given as a good example of this. He prayed earnestly and rain
was withheld for 31/2 years and all the while he was prepared to accept the
consequences and walk with the Lord. See I Kings 17. This is the cost of prayer
and we ought not to embark upon it unless we mean business with God.

3. Such prayer "availeth much". It accomplishes a great deal. Elijah's prayers
brought about a lengthy famine as well as its end. James says that Elijah was "a
man subject to like passions as we are". If God heard his prayers (5: 17) will He
not hear us? This, surely, is an encouragement to call upon God. We may be a
despised and seemingly weak people, yet our intercessions can change nations as
God acts in answer.

SOME QUESTIONS

e Are we willing to let the Holy Spirit burden us with prayer?

e Are we too busy to pray? If so, then we are too busy!

e Do we have a heart to pray? Do we long for such a heart before God?

e Are we really praying or merely reciting words?
e Are we willing to be made "mighty in prayer"? Prepared to pay the price of

what is involved? Concerned to pray a matter through to its conclusion, even if
it takes months or years?

e Ready to sacrifice if necessary in order to truly pray and see God answer?

May God help us all and give his needed grace. Amen.

--e--

• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

C. MACKENZIE

REMEMBER!

EVERY day we have to remember so many important things. Remember to take
the right books to school. Remember to keep the appointment at the dentist.
Remember our friend's birthday. If we forget something important the
consequences may be serious and cause us trouble. Sometimes it does not matter
too much.

In His Word, the Bible, God has told us to remember certain important things.
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"Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy" (Exodus 20:8.), He tells us in the
Ten Commandments. The Lord's Day is special and not like any other day of the
week. It is a day of rest but also a day of worship and praise to God.

God has a particular word for young people when He says, "Remember now
thy Creator in the days of thy youth" (Ecclesiastes 12: 1). It is good to start serving
God early in your life. It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth
(Lamentations 3:27).

We should always remember what God has done for us. "Remember his
marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders and the judgements of his
mouth" (l Chronicles 16:12). God's care and provision for us should never be
taken for granted, and we should not forget to acknowledge His goodness and
thank Him.

We should also remember that God is reigning over all and is judge of all. God
hates sin and must punish it. Jesus spoke to His disciples warning them to be
prepared for judgement. "Remember Lot's wife," He told them. She looked back
to sinful Sodom and was destroyed when her husband Lot escaped.

The only way of salvation is through the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
We have to remember Him and all that He has done for us on the cross. When aSI Christian tak~ the Lord's Supper, he eats the bread and drinks the wine, the
symbols of Christ's body and blood, "in remembrance of him".

We should remember how the Lord Jesus has forgiven our sins, helped us,
saved us from destruction and crowned us with loving-kindness and tender
mercies (Psalm 103:3-4). "Forget not all his benefits," the Psalmist urges his soul.
May we do the same.

The Lord God is perfect in every way and has a perfect memory. But He has
chosen to deliberately and lovingly forget the sins of His people - these sins that
are covered by the blood of Christ. "I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,
and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more" (Hebrews 8:12). What
amazing grace that is!

BIBLE SEARCH

Find the missing words from the texts. The correct answers will spell out the word
REMEMBER.

1. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost ... shall teach you all things and
bring all things to your b , whatsoever I have said unto you (John
14:26).

lZ"2. Take, : this is my body which was broken for you; this do in
remembrance of me (1 Corinthians 11:24).

3. I declare unto you the gospel ... by which ye are saved, if ye keep in
\ what I preached unto you (l Corinthians 15: 1-2).
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4. I thank God upon _--=£'----__ remembrance of you (Philippians 1:3).

5. I will delight in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word (Psalm
119:16).

6. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all his (Psalm 103:2).

7. Be not forgetful to __L strangers ... (Hebrews 13:2).

8. Thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation and hast not been mindful of the
P of thy strength ... (Isaiah 17: 10).

--e--

• THE KNOT - AND WHAT IS NOT! •

An examination of the essential differences between
Marriage and Cohabitation

Part III

P. MURCOTT, LL.B. (Douglas, Isle of Man)

4. ... AND WHAT IS NOT!

THE phenomenon of cohabitation has increased, and continues to increase, so
rapidly that the parties, far from having any sense of shame about their
relationship, take it for granted that it is perfectly acceptable, and is more or less
the done thing. It is married couples who now sometimes feel uneasy at referring
to their spouses as "husband" or "wife", opting instead for the all-embracing word
"partners", or even finding that they have no choice in the matter.35

The churches have felt obliged to address the situation. They could hardly have
done otherwise. At the outset, let it be said that the official teaching of the various
denominations has not changed. Sexual intercourse outside marriage is still
regarded as wrong; yet there has been a growing sense of unease for some time as
to how the message is to be proclaimed. Some evade the issue altogether, by
emphasising that it is promiscuous sexual relationships, of whatever nature, that
are wrong. Some spell out the Christian position, and then qualify their remarks
in such a way as either to weaken what they have said, or to cast serious doubts
on what they really believe. Others seem to think that the Bible no longer means
what it says. Therefore they argue interminably about various texts that are
perfectly clear, almost as if the words they disagree with will vanish before their
very eyes if they talk about them for long enough.
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Reluctance
However, the situation is more complex than this. Some, who exhibit a high
regard for biblical authority, respond to this issue in a way that is simply a
mystery. A remarkable number, of course, have been influenced and, to a degree,
have been silenced, by the world's injunction that Christians must not intrude
their views upon others. The world knows no such reticence.36 If only more
Christians, instead of abandoning the field, would respond, in the words of the
Apostle Paul: " ... we preach not ourselves, but Jesus Christ the Lord" (2 Corin
thians 4:5). Finally, there are others, bold and forthright in many respects, who
appear to be unduly apprehensive, if not afraid, of offending others with biblical
truth, or of being seriously misrepresented for commending it. If only the words
of Proverbs 29:25 were taken more to heart: "The fear of man bringeth a snare:
but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe." This is not the first age in
which Christian standards have been under widespread attack. Maybe for too long
we have all been carried along on peaceful beds of ease, despite our strong
protestations to the contrary; and we are simply not used to persecution.

The terms of reference
It is against this background that cohabitation needs to be examined. From the
outset, certain points need to be clarified. Although cohabitation can take various
forms, for the purposes of this paper we will confine ourselves to the most
common occurrence where two parties, respectively male and female, decide to
live together in a sexual relationship. There will be no speculation as to how each
party views the arrangement. In the absence of any public declaration of marriage,
who can tell? It will be assumed that there is no legal impediment to prevent the
notional parties from marrying; otherwise, one will become diverted into
discussing various related issues, on which there are already numerous books and
papers available.

"Something to Celebrate"
The first point of reference is an Anglican working party report, entitled:
Something to Celebrate: Valuing Families in Church and Society.37

It caused considerable controversy when it was published in 1995, because of
its comments on cohabitation;38 though it should be emphasised that it is a wide
ranging report, primarily about marriage. Its controversial elements, in fact, form
only a small part of its two hundred plus pages. It was for this reason that some
of its supporters complained that there was much in it that its critics failed to
commend, or even to acknowledge. One takes the point; but the fact is that
relatively small things can inflict great harm. After all, the irukandji jellyfish, no
bigger than a man's thumbnail, is infinitesimal when compared to the seas around
Australia where it lives; yet many wimmers have found its sting to be life
threatening. The Apostle Paul puts it this way: "a little leaven leaveneth the whole
lump" (Galatians 5:9).39
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One's abiding impression of the Something to Celebrate's comments on
cohabitation is that the more it says, the more it strays. For example, having
acknowledged that the "traditional Christian understanding" regards any non
married relationship involving sexual intercourse to be wrong, it goes on to say
that "[o]ther Christians take a different position and are ready to see what is good
in a relationship, regardless of its marital status".40 Then, after a number of
further points, including strictures about "censorious and judgmental" attitudes,
the report halts between the two opinions, by recommending that Christians "both
. . . hold fast to the centrality of marriage and at the same time . . . accept that
cohabitation is, for many people, a step along the way towards that fuller and
more complete commitment".41 This is described as the "both-and" approach,
and it represents a significant movement away from the "traditional Christian
understanding".

"Both/and" v John the Baptist
How far should the "both-and" approach be taken? Was John the Baptist himself
in error for failing to adopt this attitude towards King Herod's marriage to
Herodias?42 If one liaison should no longer attract censure, why not another?
Ought John to have been more prepared to see that which was "good" in the
marriage? Was he "censorious and judgmental" in saying that it was unlawful?
Yet the Lord Jesus spoke highly of him as "a burning and a shining light",43
observing that "amongst those that are born of women there is not a greater
prophet than John the Baptist".44

Surely herein lies the fatal flaw of Something to Celebrate: it fails to
distinguish the Church's evangelical and teaching role from pure Pharisaism.
To those who display the latter tendencies, a firm reminder of the Apostle
Paul's words would suffice: " ... let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall" (l Corinthians 10: 12).45

The ''pre-ceremonially married"
A hypothesis, tentatively introduced by Something to Celebrate, is that some
forms of cohabitation may be regarded as a legitimate form of marriage. This is
not a new idea; and it is by no means confined to certain sections of the Anglican
Church.46 It seems that the circumstances where such a "marriage" (described as
"pre-ceremonial") may exist are where there is a "mutual, life-long exclusive
commitment".47 In practice, the likelihood of these criteria being satisfied is
remote, given the temporary nature of the vast majority of such relationships.

When the report was debated by the General Synod of the Church of England
in November, 1995, Dr. George Carey, the Archbishop of Canterbury, gave the
idea short shrift, saying: "Cohabitation is not, and cannot be, marriage in all but
name. Marriage is public and formal, whereas cohabitation is private. . . .
Marriage, not cohabitation, is the institution which is at the heart of a good
society. Let us not be reluctant to say so."48
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Despite his comments receiving warm applause, the outcome of the debate was
regrettably the "both-and" approach: to "take note" of the report, whilst agreeing
to an amendment affirming the Church's belief in marriage.

Nevertheless, the ramifications of the so-called "pre-ceremonial-marriage"
have not been explored. For example, if, as the report says, "it is quite possible to
be married without an elaborate ceremony", then what would be the position
where one of the "pre-ceremonially" married parties decided to terminate the
relationship, so as to marry (in the generally accepted sense) someone else? The
civil law would present no difficulty, since the parties would be regarded as
single; but how would the proponents of the "pre-ceremonial marriage" theory
regard the situation?

Can they part?
Some (without making any reference to Something to Celebrate) have been forth
right in their reply: the "pre-ceremonially married" (or whatever term is used, for
there are a number) are already married in God's sight, and they cannot part.

This is how the relationship was explained in the Sword and Trowel, in an
otherwise biblically-based article some five pages long - "Rules for Christian
Marriage": "People who consent to live together without a marriage service are
still morally married (so long as they have no pre-existing obligations). Before
God they are responsible to be faithful to each other. But true Christian marriage
must be marked by a special service with witnessed promises."49

With the last sentence, none would disagree; but it completely demolishes the
concept of the "moral marriage", as does the rest of the article, especially where
it refers to the marriage covenant. Furthermore, where is the evidence of an
agreement by the cohabiting parties to "a voluntary union for life of one man and
one woman to the exclusion of all others"?50 Ask the parties themselves about
marriage, and you will find that, at least at that stage, they have rejected it.

Nevertheless, not dissimilar comments appeared in a letter to the Church
Times 51 in March, 1999. The key points were that the concept of marriage has
been misunderstood, since in essence it is not about certificates and ceremonies,
but about the "spiritual union of two people taking up a joint existence". Notice
that once again there is no reference to the intention or agreement of the parties;
indeed the writer goes on to say that, "It may come as a shock to cohabitees to
discover that in God's sight they have exactly the same obligations as those who
have taken vows.... " No doubt it would, considering that whatever else it was
that they agreed to, it most certainly was not wedlock.

Notes
35. The Rev. David Butterfield, in a letter to The Times on Tuesday, 27th June 2000, provides an example of this.
Writing about the Inland Revenue's form, "Claim for Children's Tax Credit", he notes how it asks those who are
living together, but unmarried, to tick the tatemenl: "I am Jiving with someone as husband and wife." Later the
form says: "We will call your spouse or the person you are living with 'your partner'." He asks, quite rightly,
why a married person should have to refer to his spouse as his "partner"?
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36. There has been a marked reluctance by some Christians to warn the nation of the way in which it is going,
or to offer guidance. Some think that to do so would be in conflict with the preaching of the Gospel. There is
undoubtedly a danger if Christianity becomes enmeshed in politics; but there is the comparable danger of its
ceasing to be salt and light in society. After all, are not politicians human beings, in need of being told (or
reminded) of their duty to govern righteously? IfChristians do not shed light, then from whence is light to shine?
If the nation is adrift, do not Christians bear some of the blame? Christians can be no more commended for
side-stepping the issues of the day, than was the priest or the Levite for leaving the wounded man on the Jericho
Road (Luke 10:31-32).

37. Church House Publishing, Church House, Great Smith Street, London SWIP 3NZ.

38. The Rev Clive Calver, General Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance, whilst not disagreeing that all should
be welcome at church, observed: "The Church is in danger of baptising contemporary culture by simply accept
ing what society regards as the norm and granting it the blessing of the Church" (The Times: 10th June 1995).

39. Sintilar comments could be made about a more recent report on cohabitation, published by the Diocese of
Southwark in 2003: Cohabitation: A Christian Reflection.

40. Something to Celebrate, page 113.

41. Ibid, page US.

42. Mark 6:18.

43. John 5:35.

44. Luke 7:28.

45. There is much wisdom available elsewhere in the Scriptures, too. For example, Jude 23 and 24 explain that
the way in which sinners are to be approached can vary according to the circumstances. For instance, the error
may be due to weakness rather than wilfulness.

46. Strikingly similar comments were made during an address entitled Upholding Marriage in an Amoral Society
at the Banner of Truth Conference in Leicester in April 2000, when cohabiting parties were described as de facto.
[See: Evangelical Times, June 2000, and the letters page, November 2000.]

47. Something to Celebrate, page U6.

48. The Times, 1st December 1995.

49. Issue No. 2, 1998, page 5, published by the Metropolitan Tabernacle, Elephant & Castle, London SEl 6SD.
The above extract is the sum total of its comment on cohabitation.

50. Hyde v Hyde & Woodmansee (1866), discussed on page 7 ante.

51. 26th March 1999 - Mr. Ken Petrie.

To BE. CONTlNUE.D

--e--

• A FAITHFUL MAN OF GOD •

Thomas Houghton, 1859-1951

MAURICE HANDFORD (former Editor)

THOMAS HOUGHTON has the distinction of being the second longest serving
editor of the Gospel Magazine, having completed 34 years' service, from 1916
1950. Dr. D. A. Doudney served the longest for some 53 years, from 1840-1893.

Mr. Houghton was born in Cork, Ireland, on 2nd January 1859. His mother was
Irish but his father English. When he was barely five years of age the family
moved to Manchester but his daughter said he still retained a little Irish lilt,
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though he lived nearly all his life in England. He left school early and went into
business but, encouraged by his vicar, he studied in the evenings at Owen's
College which was later to become Manchester University. He was a diligent
student and believed in redeeming the time so he carried slips of paper with Latin
and Greek words written down. He learned these when he had a minute to spare
during business hours.

Call to the ministry
Having felt called to the rrurustry and after completing his studies, he was
ordained deacon at Michaelmas 1885 by James Fraser, Bishop of Manchester, for
the curacy of Emmanuel Church, Bolton. This was followed by a succession of
curacies in Barrow-in-Furness, Chadderton, Stafford, and Woking. In those days
some men were, in effect, perpetual curates and never became the incumbent
of a parish.

Family life

Thomas was engaged for 7 years to Elizabeth Ann Moseley, through whose father
he was greatly influenced in the doctrines of grace. They were married on 6th
April 1886. It was a very happy and fulfilling marriage in the Lord and for the
Lord. They were blessed with 8 children - 4 boys and 4 girls - and sought to bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Their great desire was that
they should know and serve the Lord. One of them spoke of himself as "a son who
owes an incalculable debt of gratitude to his influence".

They were indeed a remarkable family: three sons and two daughters served on
the mission field, three in China and two in Burma. Frank became bishop in East
Szechwan and later General Director of the China Inland Mission. Alfred, who
had served in Burma, became General Secretary of the Bible Churchmens'
Missionary Society. Freda died in China after only one year and Stanley, head of
the ClM school in Kuling, died there in the prime of life.

Mr. Houghton wrote to all his absent children each week without fail and
followed their doings in his prayers. One of his sons said, "the fear of the Lord
coloured the atmosphere of the house. It showed itself in an orderliness which
marked the whole day - early morning punctuality, method, using time to the best
advantage." He sought to teach his children dependence on God.

Bath
In 1898 Thomas Houghton was appointed Incumbent of Kensington Episcopal
Chapel in Bath. This was a proprietory chapel within the Church of England but
without any parish as such.The chapel had been founded in 1795, one of its noted
ministers being Edward Tottenham in 1834. He challenged the Roman Catholics
at Downside and acquitted himself well.

By 1898 the chapel was not as flourishing"numbers had greatly declined. The
stipend fund was often in low water but, as his daughter Eileen wrote, "God
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wonderfully supplied our needs in various ways - often by anonymous gifts in the
nick of time". It was when he resided in Bath that he became a regular speaker at
the Clifton Conference, convened by lames Ormiston, rector of St. Mary le Port,
Bristol and editor of both the Gospel Magazine and the English Churchman.

Whitington

In 1917 Mr. Houghton became vicar of Christ Church, Whitington, Norfolk, and
carried on a faithful ministry until he was over 90 years of age. When he could no
longer stand in the pulpit he preached sitting in a chair in the chancel. He believed
in simplicity in worship and read the Prayer Book services in the natural voice. In
preaching he freely quoted Scripture with the reference. He used no notes in the
pulpit though he wrote full notes beforehand by way of preparation. His sermons
were sound, simple and satisfying, coming from a mind saturated with holy
Scripture and well acquainted with the writings of l. C. Ryle, Greshem Machen
and C. H. Spurgeon.

Personal sorrow
Life was not without its sorrows and trials. His eldest son, Herbert died at the
battle of the Somme in 1916. As already mentioned two of his children died when
on active service on the mission field. His dear wife and helpmeet died in 1934
and he was left a widower for 17 years. Her passing was a tremendous loss both
personally and in the work of the parish.

His wife started writing "For Younger Readers" in the Gospel Magazine and
when she died her daughter Lydia continued the task for many years with the
nom-de-plume "Djmaris".

Editor

Thomas Houghton succeeded lames Ormiston in 1916 as editor of the Gospel
Magazine. He had already been writing "Wayside Notes" for 6 years previously.
His writings were always clear cut, purposeful and concise. He made the
magazine a channel of blessing to readers throughout the world. The editor was
always business-like and methodical and invariably answered letters on the day of
receipt. Punctuality was second nature to him. It was his practice to write his
articles three months ahead of time.

In addition to his work as minister and editor he wrote the weekly spiritual
leader in the English Churchman for over 40 years.

Stalwart evangelical

Mr. Houghton was undoubtedly a conservative evangelical of the old school. He
didn't get his views secondhand but arrived at them after mature consideration.

As a young man he became convinced of the doctrines of grace and suffered
some ostracism, being branded as a troublesome Calvinist. Throughout his long
ministry he sought to proclaim the whole counsel of God and to rightly divide the
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Word of Truth. Although diffident by nature he was as bold as a lion when it came
to defending the Truth. He knew nothing of compromise and was rightly
described as a man of ability and discrimination. He was a foundation member of
the BCMS. The writer remembers him speaking at the Silver Jubilee of the
Society with his warning, "Beware of the bishops!".

A man ofdeep humility
Thomas Houghton never sought preferment for himself, always being content to
leave everything in God's hands. His guide throughout life was the word in
Proverbs 3:5-6: "In all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths."
He firmly believed if he did his part, which was to seek first the kingdom of God,
then God would fulfil his promise, "and all these things shall be added unto you".
He rejoiced in a sovereign God and never disclosed his needs and refused to
borrow or go into debt. Faith was often put to the test but he received some
remarkable answers to prayer. He sought to do justly, love mercy and walk
humbly with God (Micah 6:8). His favourite hymn, "Through the love of God our
Saviour, all will be well", summed up his faith and experience. To the end he
never lost his sense of humour, nor the sense of God's presence. The last words
he uttered before he died were, "Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
for ever, Amen".

He lived a full life to a ripe old age, sustained by a firm faith and a bright hope
in the goodness and graciousness of God.

--e--

• STUDIES IN NUMBERS - 9 •
PETER KING (Hailsham)

Chapter 15:1-35 -
GOD PROMISED - REMEMBER!

GOD promised Israel a settled land but they wandered 40 years! We now have a
chapter about offerings! No, it is not out of order, but suitable, as is all God's
Word. Driven back as far as Hormah (14:45) the people needed some assurance
all was going well.

Promises - 1-16. Look at the positive language of verse 2: "When ye be come
into the land of your habitations, which I give unto you." All these events, which
seem adverse, have not changed God's mind - they are still heading for Canaan.
To underline the credibility of this promise, God goes over the offerings again,
reminding the people to enjoy and worship Him, despite their (and our)
disobedience. How kind our God is to bother with us when so often we walk in
the wrong direction. Notice the Gospel promise at verse 16: "One law and one
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manner shall be for you, and for the stranger that sojoumeth with you." No hint
of segregation between Jew and Gentile here! All are one in Christ, but beware
it is the alien [unbeliever] who is welcome, not the world!

Provision - 17-21. "And the Lord spake ... when ye come into the land," I will
provide for your daily needs. There are certain important points to note. Offer to
the Lord first (verse 20) as you take the grain from the threshing floor - in other
words, before you do anything with it. A reminder to Christians that worship
comes before television and sport, tithing before spending. "Are you a 'first-fruit'
disciple or an afterthought giver?" remarks one commentator. We depend on the
Lord every day and He will supply "in your generations" - for the rest of our life.

Pardon - 22-36. It is easy to fall into sin, and the Israelites had so many rules
to follow. We too may sin ignorantly but Christ's blood cleanses us from all sin.
Intentional sins were different and the example of the Sabbath-breaker is a solemn
reminder (verses 33-36). We live in times when Christians do not honour the
Lord's Day as our parents did, and this shows the general contempt for the
things of God spilling over into the Church. The commandment is no less than the
other nine! However, contempt for the Gospel is far greater, for the law, in
contrast, consisted of "weak and beggarly elements" (Galatians 4:9) - the Gospel
is for life evermore.

Ponder - 37-41. Deuteronomy 22: 12 commands the people to make the tassels
and this was the place the woman "touched the hem of [Christ's] garment". A
beautiful picture of a merciful God. The tassel reminded the people of the
commandments, the path of purity, and then to obey both things. The woman in
Matthew 9 "came" to Christ who said, "Come unto me, all ye that labour" and she
also sought to be clean from her difficulty.

The chapter has reminded us of God's goodness, and the responsibility we have
to trust and obey, even when circumstances look bleak.

--e--

• COLOSSIANS 4:7-18 EXPOUNDED •

(Concluded)

E. A. POWELL (North Holywood, USA)

"IN the close of this epistle the apostle does several of his friends the honour
to leave their names upon record, with some testimony of his respect, which
will be spoken of wherever the gospel comes, and last to the end of the world"
(Matthew Henry).

In verses 7-9 Paul writes of Tychicus and Onesimus as faithful and beloved
brethren whom he will sent to the Colossians that he might know your estate and
comfort your hearts.
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Observe Paul's care and affection for the Church even though he is under great
peril as a prisoner in Rome.

Calvin writes:

That the Colossians may know what concern he has for them, Paul confirms
them, by giving them, in a manner, a pledge. For although he was in prison,
and was in danger of his life, making care for himself a secondary matter,
he consults for their interests by sending Tychicus to them. In this the
singular zeal, no less than prudence of the holy Apostle, shines forth; for it
is no small matter that, while he is held prisoner, is in the most imminent
danger on account of the gospel, he, nevertheless, does not cease to employ
himself in advancing the gospel, and takes care of all the Churches. Thus,
the body, indeed, is under confinement, but the mind, anxious to employ
itself in everything good, roams far and wide. His prudence shows itself in
his sending a fit and prudent person to confirm [and instruct] them, as far as
was necessary, and withstand the craftiness of the false apostles; and,
farther, in his retaining Epaphras beside himself, until they should come to
learn what and how great an agreement there was in doctrine among all true
teachers, and might hear from Tychicus the same thing that they had
previously learned from Epaphras. Let us carefully meditate on these
examples, that they may stir us up to an imitation of the like pursuit.

Regarding Onesimus, he is considered by many to be "he whom Paul had
begotten in his bonds (Philemon 10).... Observe, though he was a poor servant,
and had been a bad man, yet, being now a convert, Paul calls him a faithful and
beloved brother (verse 9). The meanest circumstance of life, and greatest
wickedness of former life, make no difference in the spiritual relation among
sincere Christians: they partake of the same privileges, and are entitled to the
same regards" (Matthew Henry). The righteousness of God . .. by faith of Jesus
Christ [is] unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference
(Romans 3:11): for there is neither Jew nor Greek. there is neither bond nor
free. there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if
ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise
(Galatians 3:28-29).

In verses 10-11 Paul speaks of Aristarchus, Marcus, and Justus as his fellow
workers who are of the circumcision.

Observe that of the Jews at Rome, Paul writes that these only are my fellow
workers unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort to me (verse 11).
"He means, therefore, that there were few Jews at Rome who showed themselves
to be helpers to the gospel, nay more, that the whole nation was opposed to Christ.
At the same time, by workers he means those only who were endowed with gifts
that were necessary for promoting the gospel. But where was Peter at that time?
Unquestionably, he has either been shamefully passed over here ... or else those
speak falsely who maintain that he was then at Rome" (Calvin).
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"Marcus sister's son to Barnabas ... is supposed to be the same who wrote the
gospel which bears his name. [Here Paul tells the Colossians] ifhe come unto you,
receive him. Paul had a quarrel with Barnabas upon the account of this Mark, who
was his nephew, and thought [it] not good to take him with them . .. [because he]
departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work
(Acts 15:38). He would not take Mark with him, but took Silas, because Mark
had deserted them; and yet Paul is not only reconciled to him himself, but
recommends him to the respect of the churches, and gives a great example of a
truly Christian and forgiving spirit. If men have been guilty of a fault, it must not
be always remembered against them. We must forget as well as forgive. If a man
be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of
meekness (Galatians 6:1)" (Matthew Henry).

In verses 12-13 Paul bears witness of Epaphras' zeal for the Colossians, and
them that are at Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis. He writes, says Matthew
Henry, that "he is one of you, one of your church; he saluteth you . .. [that is]
sends his service to you, and his best affections and wishes. [Moreover, he is]
always labouring fervently for you in prayers (verse 12).... [Note that] it is the
effectual fervent prayer which is the prevailing prayer, and availeth much (lames
5:16).... [See] what is the matter of this prayer: That ye may stand peifect and
complete in all the will ofGod. Observe, to stand perfect and complete in the will
of God is what we should earnestly desire both for ourselves and others. We must
stand complete in all the will of God; in the will of his precepts by a universal
obedience, and in the will of his providence by a cheerful submission to it: and
we stand perfect and complete in both by constancy and perseverance unto the
end," which standing itself is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should
boast (Ephesians 2:8-10).

In verse 14 Paul informs the saints at Colosse that Luke, the beloved physician.
and Demas, greet you.

Most, but not all, agree that the Luke mentioned here, says Matthew Henry, "is
he who wrote the Gospel and Acts, and was Paul's companion. Observe, he was
both a physician and an evangelist. Christ himself both taught and healed, and was
the great physician as well as prophet of the church."

Most believe that the Demas mentioned here is the same who subsequently
deserted Paul, having loved this present world (2 Timothy 4: 10). "Many who have
made a great figure in profession, and gained a great name among Christians,
have yet shamefully apostatized." They went out from us, but they were not of us;
for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they
went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us (l John
2:19)" (Matthew Henry).

Paul also salutes Nymphas and the church which is in his house (verse 15).
"This is, either a religious family, where the several parts of worship were daily

performed; or some part of the congregation met there, when they had no public
places of worship allowed, and they were forced to assemble in private houses for
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fear of their enemies. The disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews (John
20: 19), and the apostle preached in his own lodging and hired house (Acts 23, 30).
In the former sense it showed his exemplary piety; in the latter his zeal and public
spirit" (Matthew Henry).

Calvin writes:

When Paul speaks of the Church which was in the house of Nymphas, let
us bear in mind, that, in the instance of one household, a rule is laid down
as to what it becomes all Christian households to be - that they be so many
little Churches. Let everyone, therefore, know that this charge is laid upon
him that he is to train up his house in the fear of the Lord, to keep it under
a holy discipline, and, in short, to form in it the likeness of a Church.

Paul admonishes the Colossians to read this epistle . .. among you [and] cause
that it Id be read also in the church of the Laodiceans (verse 16).

"Hence, though it was addressed to the Colossians, it was, nevertheless,
necessary that it should be profitable to others. The same view must also be taken
of all the Epistles. They were indeed, in the first instance, addressed to particular
Churches, but, as they contain doctrine that is always in force, and is common to
all ages, it is of no importance what title they bear, for the subject matter belongs
to us" (Calvin). c_

Paul adds, Ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea. It should be noted that
this is not a lost epistle for which the church is the poorer. It could have been any
epistle previously written by any of the apostles or any copy thereof. It must be
remembered that the Lord has preserved the canon of Scripture and it is, therefore,
complete and contains all things necessary for our salvation and those things
attending it.

Observe that in verse 18 Paul admonishes the Colossians to admonish
Archippus: Say to ... [him]: Take heed to the ministry . .. that thou fulfil it.

Calvin writes:

So far as I can conjecture, this Archippus was ... discharging the office of
pastor, during the absence of Epaphras; but perhaps he was not of such a
disposition as to be sufficiently diligent of himself without being stirred up.
Paul, accordingly, would have him be more fully encouraged by the
exhortation of the whole Church. He might have admonished him in his
own name individually; but he gives this charge to the Colossians that they
may know that they must themselves employ incitements, if they see their
pastor cold, and the pastor himself does not refuse to be admonished by the
Church. For the ministers of the word are endowed with signal authority,
but such at the same time as is not exempt from laws. Hence, it is necessary
that they should show themselves teachable if they would duly teach others.

[Further, it should noted that] whoever ... would take upon himself the
government and care of a church should know that he is bound [to it] by
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... [the] law of divine call. He is not bound ... over and fastened to it so
that he cannot move his foot from it though public welfare demand it, even
if the demand be made duly and in order. But he who is called to one place
ought not to think of leaving or to seek release (considering it to be to his
advantage). Then, if it be expedient for anyone to be transferred to another
place, still he ought not to attempt this on his own private resolve, but to
await public authority.

This great apostle concludes with a salutation by the hand of me Paul, and
petitions the saints to remember my bonds.

To prevent fraud and forgery Paul concludes all his epistles with a salutation
and apostolic benediction in his own hand.

"As to Paul's calling attention again to his bonds, he intimates by this that he
was in no slight degree afflicted. For he was mindful of human infirmity, and
without doubt he felt some twinges of it in himself, inasmuch as he was so very
urgent that all pious persons should be mindful of his distresses. It is, however, no
evidence of distrust, that he calls in from all quarters the helps that were appointed
him by the Lord" (Calvin).

Grace be with you. He here is "earnestly praying that the special grace and
favour of God the Father in the Lord Jesus Christ might be ever present with them
(Romans 16:24; 1 Corinthians 16:23-24; Philippians 4:23): [and] in testimony of
the reality of his desire, and assurance to be heard, he concludes ... with Amen"
(Matthew Poole).

PRAYER

GRANT, Almighty God, that as thou hast been pleased to draw us at this day by
the light of Thy gospel, out of that horrible darkness in which we have been
miserably immersed, and to render Thy face so conspicuous to us in the person of
Thine only-begotten Son, that nothing but our ingratitude prevents us from being
transformed into Thy celestial glory, - 0 grant that we may make such advances
in the light of truth, that everyone of us may be ashamed of his former ignorance,
and that we may freely and ingenuously confess that we were lost sheep, until we
were brought back into the way of salvation by Thy hand; and may we thus
proceed in the course of our holy calling until we shall at length be all gathered
into heaven, where not only that truth shall give us light, which now rules us
according to the capacity of our flesh, but where also the splendour of Thy glory
shall shine in us, and shall render us conformable to Thine image, through Christ
alone our Lord. Amen. (Devotions and Prayers of John Calvin, page 111.)

The very nature of God's moral law shows that it is universal in its scope and
eternal in its duration. K th A M Renne . ac ae
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• GOD'S CHURCH AND THE WORLD •

JAMES ORMISTON

"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord"
(2 Corinthians 6:17)

[The following article, supplied by l. North, was by lames Ormiston and is
extracted and edited from the "Family Portion" of the April 1906 Gospel
Magazine. He was appointed editor in 1895 on the death of George Cowell.
Ordained in 1863 by the Evangelical and Calvinistic Bishop of Carlisle, Samuel
Waldegrave, lames Ormiston became curate at Wythop, Cumbria. He served St.
Luke s Church, Holloway, prior to moving to Old Hill, Staffordshire, in 1876. He
succeeded Rev. Samuel Abraham Walker at St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, in 1880,
which church he served until his death in 1916.J

THE little flock of God's people have in all ages been the hated objects of the
world. From the times of Cain and Abel to the present day enmity has been "set"
between the holy seed and the seed of the serpent. Two kingdoms - one of light
and the other of darkness - comprise the whole of Adam's fallen family. Those
two kingdoms are essentially and eternally opposed to each other. The friendship
of the world is enmity with God. "All that is in the world'" may be summed up in
a few words. It is, "the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life". These are essentially and emphatically "not of the Father". They are a trinity
of evil, and rule supreme in the hearts of the unregenerate. They dictate the
principles, tastes, and habits of the world in its alienation from God. "The course
of this world" is open rebellion against its Maker. The authority of the Most High,
in the sphere of His own creation, is denied and derided. "Who is lord over us?"
is the defiant boast of human pride and independence of God.

Not until sovereign grace interposes, and revolutionises this condition of
things, is there deliverance from it. No man can escape from the toils of the flesh
but by a Divine miracle of mercy and power. And such is the act of God the Holy
Ghost, when He begets the sinner anew in Christ Jesus. What a sublime thing it
is to be "born of God"! It means that the eternal Jehovah became flesh and blood;
that He placed himself under His own Law, and obeyed it for the children of men;
that He humbled himself to be tried in all points as man is tried; that He bore the
curse and the imputation of human guilt; that He died, the Just for the unjust, that
He might reconcile them to Himself; that He rose from the dead to be the Source
and Giver of everlasting life to those who otherwise had remained the subjects of
eternal death and misery. On these grounds, God can call lost sinners out of a
fallen world, and translate them into the Kingdom of His dear Son. The act is
wholly His own. "Ye have not chosen me," saith the Lord Jesus to His disciples,
"but I have chosen you." And these chosen and called-out ones are necessarily
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hated by the world, for their heavenly calling differentiates them from it. The
world loves darkness rather than light. The children of light find their highest joy
in fellowship with God. "If the world hate you," said Christ, "ye know that it
hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his
own; but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you."

Enough is it for the disciple to be "as his Lord" in the experience of worldly
ill-will and opposition. Persecution of the saints, since the times of Cain and Abel,
has been the attitude of a fallen world towards the people of God. It is really
against Christ Himself in the persons of His followers, that the world's hatred is
directed. "But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake," saith
the Lord Jesus. Were those who profess His precious truth and cause more
faithful, consistent, zealous, and uncompromising than they are, they would suffer
more acutely than they do. Alas, when we compare the times in which Christians
now live with those of the Apostolic period, how insignificant is the cost of
discipleship today!

Nothing stirs up the enmity of Satan's kingdom like bold, outspoken witness to
the sovereign truth of God. The Jews in the synagogue at Nazareth listened quietly
enough to the gracious words of the Lord Jesus until He preached the distinctive
dealings of God with the Gentiles in the days of Elijah and Elisha. The sound of
free grace was, to their ears intolerable. They seized the Divine Teacher, and in
their murderous wrath "thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of
the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong".
That separation from the world which characterises the true followers of Christ,
provokes the innate hostility of the natural mind, and calls forth its vengeance on
the gracious objects of its spite. The world can make a fair show of charity when
policy dictates, but when the incisive truths of Divine sovereignty and elective
purpose are maintained, the spirit of Cain and of Esau breaks forth in unrestrained
fury and vindictiveness.

The opposition of the world thus supplies an important factor in the training
of the Church of God in the wilderness. Brethren in Christ, why should we be
distressed when rejection and reproach at the hands of the foes of our adorable
Master and Lord become our appointed lot as the result of faithful steward
ship and courageous testimony? The Apostles hailed it as a cause for rejoicing
that they were accounted worthy to suffer for the sake of the gospel of the
grace of God. Surely, for us to follow in the footsteps of the flock, in this matter,
is to inherit a privilege of no small distinction? Enough, surely, it is for us
unworthy successors of the Apostolic martyrs of the Lord Jesus that we endure
patiently the comparatively light cross which comes to our feeble testimony to
the unpopular doctrines of revealed evangelical truth. The pathway appointed the
redeemed Church of God in the wilderness of this present evil world is one
of holy strife. The cross best befits [this] life, the crown is reserved for the brow
of the victor.
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Let us seek grace to be kept fully distinct from, and outside the world - both
profane and religious. It is all of Satan, who can transform himself into an angel
of light. All that is not of the Father is "of the world". Let, then, the test of our
goings and doings ever be, "Is this of the Father?". Whatsoever complies not with
the mind and will of the Father should have no interest for our souls. To please
Him in all things need be our one all-absorbing aim; while with blood-cleansed
consciences and undivided hearts, we daily fill up the measure of appointed
service and testimony, in the happy assurance that, as his loved sons and
daughters, we are accepted of Him.

--e--

• SOUND THE BATTLE CRY •

R. MORGAN

An address given to the Gospel Advocate Relief Fund Annual Meeting

2 Samuel 23:1-10

FOR those who like to have sermon titles, I have chosen to call the message
I bring to you this evening, "Sound the Battle Cry". We have always known
that we are engaged in a spiritual warfare, so I'm not telling you anything new
when I make that comment. In Ephesians 6 the curtain of the invisible is slightly
opened to give us a brief glimpse of the tremendous spiritual forces arrayed
against the people of God; and we are exhorted to put on the whole armour of
God. But I believe we are now living in days when Gospel freedom is at risk of
being lost in a way which Britain hasn't experienced for many centuries. The
danger comes not only from outside the Church, in the form of government
legislation, but also, sadly, from within, through false doctrine, and even in sound
evangelical churches through sheer complacency. It, therefore, seemed
appropriate at a thanksgiving service for the Gospel Advocate Relief Fund to
bring this exhortation to you.

We read a little while ago in 2 Samuel 23: 1-10, and I would like to read for you
again a comment that is made in verse 10 of that chapter, and then look at another
passage of Scripture that deals with the same little incident. This year is the 37th
anniversary of my conversion; I can tell you on the authority of this infallible
Book that the experience which transformed my life when I came to faith in Christ
all those years ago, is an experience which is open to you today, if you are here
this evening without Christ in your life. If you've never had that experience you
may ask the question, Well how do I know if I've been saved? I would ask you,
How do you know if you've been married? Nobody would ever question that
there came a moment when you distinctly and definitely said to the question
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posed, "I will", and from that moment forward you may say, "Well I don't think
I deserve to be married". It doesn't matter, you are. You can say, Well I haven't
done anything to deserve it, or, I really don't feel that it's ever happened to me,
nothing tremendous happened when I said, "I will". It doesn't matter - you are
married. And when you come under conviction of sin, and repent, you have the
same transaction with the Son of God, and you come into a new relationship with
God and His Kingdom.

Back to our text - 2 Samuel 23: 10 - "He arose," this is Eleazar, "and smote the
Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the sword: and the
Lord wrought a great victory that day; and the people returned after him only to
spoil." Now let me ask you to turn in your Bibles to 1 Chronicles chapter 11, and
let me read verses 12-14 that are dealing with the same incident (you may find
that in your Bible this passage has "The Heroes of David" or "David's Chief
Supporters"). You'll see the reason why I want to include this reading: "And after
him was Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one of the three mighties.
He was with David at Pasdammim, and there the Philistines were gathered
together to battle, where was a parcel of ground full of barley; and the people
fled from before the Philistines. And they set themselves in the midst of that
parcel, and delivered it, and slew the Philistines; and the Lord saved them by a
great deliverance." There is very little added information with the exception that
we are told that David was present at the event, and that the event occurred at
Pasdammim.

This man Eleazar was a special man, who was with David at Pasdammim, and
was present when the Philistines were ready for war. The entire army of David
withdrew and left one man standing to confront them - Eleazar. He gripped his
sword and started fighting the Philistines until his hand was weary, and then his
hand stuck to the sword.

What I want to do is try to encourage you "in your pilgrimage with the Lord.
This is a battle in which we are struggling against gigantic forces. And in doing
so I see a lesson in this man Eleazar, who fought alone until his hand was weary
and it stuck to the sword. I'm saying that because I can stand here in the pulpit
and can think of a number of acquaintances that are no longer in the ministry, and
nobody would have ever guessed that they would have left it. Maybe you know
men who have succumbed in the same way. They looked like they were stalwarts
of the faith, impregnable fortresses, and by surreptitious means Satan has been
able to get them out of the ministry.

Pasdammim - the place where the battle took place
Let me look first of all at the place where this event happened. My first

observation is the seriousness of the conflict. Verse 9 of our passage of Scripture
in 2 Samuel 23 states that they "were there gathered together". I read the passage
in 1 Chronicles because I wanted to identify where "there" is - Pasdammim,
which means "the border of blood". Pasdammim was in the Valley of EIab, a
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valley that was right between the camps of the Philistines and the Israelites, and
because of its location many different battles were fought in that valley. That,
incidentally, is where David slew Goliath. Because of the conflict that always
went on between them they referred to the place as being the "borders of blood"
- the blood of the Philistines and the blood of the Israelites was spilled on those
battlefields in that valley.

That suggests to me, and I hope to you, that there is a place bordering between
truth and error, and it is your job and mine to become vigilant in faith to protect
the interest of our Lord, always trying to be counted among those that are
labouring to defend the cause of Christ, and never be ashamed of the Lord. It is
ridiculous, when you think about it, that He could have done so much for us, and
yet in silly and simple circumstances we keep our mouths closed when we ought
to be vocal. We don't do what we ought to do, we refrain from doing what we
know in our hearts should be done, and that is shameful. The Valley of Elah, the
borders of blood, the contact between truth and error, should always find a
believer standing to defend the cause of Christ.

We live in an age (and you're aware of it as well as I am), where they say,
"Prayer unites and doctrine divides, therefore let's get together and pray with each
other, but let's not get into crossing the t's and dotting the i's, and getting into
terms that differ." My friends, lhere are some basic fundamentals of the faith that

ou and I ou ht r!tper t<;> ~die for than allow the enemy to get iFroa~ in tho~

~r~ I was at a fraternal yesterday where Dr. Robert Raymond spoke on
evangelical inclusivism, which is so prevalent today and making tremendous
inroads. Think of the great solas of the Reformation: Sola Scriptura, Solo Christo,
Sola Fide, Sola Gratia, Soli Deo Gloria - all of them being undermined in these
days. We haven't got time to go into what those areas are, but there are several of
them. Let me just say that it was in this place where they met with the Philistines,
and that's an interesting concept.

Let me try to explain why it's an interesting concept. In Genesis 10: 14 we find
the first reference to the Philistines, "Philistim", and it's from that word that we
get "Philistine". Incidentally, it is from the same word that we get the word
Palestine. When you look at the conflict that came between Israel and the
Philistines, there are four different times when the conflict emerged. The first is
when Abraham was meeting with the king of the Philistines, in Genesis 21, and
this king was trying to conciliate Abraham, and Abraham explained to him that
conciliation was difficult because his men had stolen one of the wells from
Abraham, and the king became angry and he called his men, and he said to them,
"I want it to be restored immediately, I don't want to take this man's well or his
property away from him". And Abraham said to him, "Well I'm not going to
accept it, but I will give you seven ewe lambs for it". In other words, "I'm not
taking anything from you, I want you to know I will pay for everything that I get;
I will not come to a place where I'm willing to yield, and I do so on the grounds
of separation".
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I believe that we ought to be a separate people, and I believe that in Abraham's
experience with Abimelech, the king of the Philistines, he is saying the same thing
that he said to the king of Sodom - "I'm not going to take a shoe latchet from you,
I don't ever want to hear your lips saying, I made Abraham great". It's a matter
of separation, and there are times and peoples from whom we ought to take a
separate stand.

The second time that it comes up is when the Hebrews were leaving Egypt in
the Exodus: "And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God
led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near;
for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they
return to Egypt" (Exodus 13: 17). In other words, the issue here is intimidation.
The devil, we are told, is like a roaring lion, walking about, seeking whom he may
devour; and there are times when the roar of the lion becomes so great that you
and I tremble, because we think we have to stand against him in our own strength.
And when that happens the devil accomplishes his design of putting us into a
neutral position by merely intimidating us.

The next time that the Philistines come into the picture is during the times of
the Judges, and the best illustration of that time is during the period of Samson,
when he married one of them. He should never have been in their country, far less
marry one of their people, and when he married her they consorted, plotted and
planned, until, to make a long story short, they took him a prisoner, bound him
and put out his eyes - they neutralised him.

That's the motive that Satan has in mind. I've seen people who, maybe because
of their pride, have been neutralised in their effect, who have given the Kingdom
a bad reputation mishandling money, and those who have done the same thing
simply because they could only see one issue in the Gospel. They preach that one
issue and nothing else, and it's all simply neutralisation.

The last time we see this is during the times of the kings when they came in,
spoiled Shiloh, and took away the Ark of the Covenant. That's simply another
way of saying that they "de-churched", they made it so that people became
separated from each other. They weren't interested in being together, united as a
family of God, they wanted to be in separate locations and in separate camps, and
that separation, as far as they were concerned, isolated them.

I see a great movement today toward the private prayer meeting, the home
prayer meeting, call it anything that you will. Let me just say by way of qualifying
remark, there is nothing wrong with these home prayer meetings, until they
become a substitute for the church. If there's anything Satan can do to gain
advantage over us, he'll gain great advantage when he can get us to "de-church"
ourselves; when we try to find whatever means of grace is available to us, without
becoming involved in the Church.

This is the age of the Church, it was instituted by the Lord, serves a tremendous
dynamic purpose, and any Christian who is not an active member in a local
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church is not only letting the Church down but doing themselves a great
disservice spiritually. The devil goes about seeking whom he may devour, but
there are some whom he cannot devour, and there are some, as Paul intimates in
I Corinthians 5, until they are "de-churched", he is not able to get them. This
becomes a protection and it is a very important issue that you identify yourself
with a Bible-preaching local church, and become a member in action.

No matter how you look at it, the place says, "We're here for war, we're here
to do battle against the cause of evil, and with the grace that God will give us we'll
do everything we can to do that is right."

The sufficiency of the sword
Let me move on to my next observation. I want you to notice the power and
sufficiency of the sword. As we read of this incident at Pasdammim we don't hear
anything about a sling, a breastplate, a spear, a javelin, a bow and arrow, or a
shield. We only hear about the sword, which in the Bible is a type of the Word of
God, and that is the only thing that this man, Eleazar, had in his hand when he
went into the field to fight against the Philistines. In his book, Pilgrim's Progress,
John Bunyan tells the story of Mr. Valiant for Truth, who met three ruffians in the
way who said (and I'm paraphrasing here), "You have a choice of one of three
things - either you join us, you turn and go back, or else you die on the spot". And
at that Mr. Valiant for Truth pulled out his sword and began to fight. When Pilgrim
got there the battle was over, Mr. Valiant for Truth was scarred and bloodied, but
in spite of that Pilgrim said to him, "That's a right good sword that you have in
your hand", and he replied, "Yes, it has two edges, and they never need to be
sharpened".

When you have the Word of God, and you are fighting against evil with it, you
always have the proper tool in your hand. And we today are living in a time when,
unfortunately, men are not fighting with the Word of God, they're using other
devices - they're using method instead of message. Over the years I've been in
places - not for long I hasten to add - where it's like a carnival in a church
because they're trying to - and I quote - "attract the unsaved", and they believe
the end justifies the means. You will never successfully defeat the evil of your life
until you use the tool of the Word of God in an effort to accomplish it. "Thy Word
is truth." We are cleansed by the Word, quickened by the Word, encouraged by the
Word - the Word is everything that we need.

We know enough about the inspiration of the Bible leading to its canonisation,
leading to its interpretation, leading to its publication; we've crossed all those
barriers in our day. Everybody can have a Bible today - the problem we have
is absorbing it and studying it. Those in bygone days didn't have the privileges
we have, including those in the persecuted Church, and frequently knew more
about the contents of the Bible than you or I who, perhaps, possess two or three;
and that is a tragedy. Only the Word of God will help us in our struggle
against evil.
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The sword must be wielded with sincerity

The third observation I have is on the sincerity of the combatant. I'm looking at
the person. You'll notice in the reading that Israel had gone back, had left the
battlefield, and this man was there all by himself. It never dawned on him that
others were not fighting with him; as far as he was concerned, he was contributing
his part. Whether other people did it or didn't do it, that didn't make any
difference to him. Don't you admire that spirit? I get the feeling that there are too
many people who, when others are not active for Christ, become inactive for
Christ. It never dawns on them that they should be on the battlefield whether
others are there or not.

How many people did he slay? We've no idea, we're not told. But I wonder
how many times a Philistine sword came close to his eyes, left a mark on his body
and left him scarred and injured. But he never says a word about that. That's my
point. Think of the little trivialities that people use as an excu e for ceasing to
support a Church. "The pastor doesn't appreciate me." "I'm no longer going to do
that job in the Church - nobody bothers to help and they don't even notice that
I've done it." The man that's valued is the one willing to get onto the battlefield;
even if he is by himself and has no thought as to whether he will survive the
engagement. But there he is on the battlefield, taking whatever punishment they
give out, and it doesn't matter to him.

For us the battle becomes too long, the bitterness becomes too deep, the
fighting becomes too strenuous, the cost becomes too demanding, and we simply
retire from the battlefield altogether. I don't know if I'm speaking to anyone here
of anything that's happened in your past, but if it has we ought to blush with
embarrassment; we ought to be ashamed that at a time when, above all other ages,
God counts on soldiers of the cross. We're not taking the position that we ought
to be taking, we're not being faithful as we ought to be faithful and we're not there
in combat as we ought to be in combat.

Paul said, "I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus". If you read
2 Corinthians 11 you'll find out the marks that he's talking about: "Of the Jews
five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the
deep ... in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of mine own country
men, in perils by the heathen ... in weariness and painfulness, in hunger, thirst,
cold and nakedness." He goes through all the things that happened on land and on
sea, and all the problems that he faced, and as we read that we should ask
ourselves, Have I any battle scars? Is there anything that I've so suffered for the
Lord that I'm physically handicapped because of it? Or emotionally handicapped
because of it? Have I ever been close enough to a Philistine that I've even suffered
anything? All that we've ever had so far is what we've been given, and it was
grace that gave it to us. The writer to the Hebrews said: "Ye have not yet resisted
unto blood."
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The sword must be wielded with dedication
Look at this man, he was a very dedicated man. I don't know what the swords
were made like in those days, but I can visualise the wiring that went around the
handle to keep it in place. He so tightly gripped that sword that the wiring cut
through the flesh of his hand, and whatever the material was in the handle, that
material merged into the open flesh that was in his hand. He gripped the sword so
tightly he would not let it go. He swung with all his might, and nobody could take
the sword and wrench it out of his hand. He gripped it until his muscles atrophied.

How many he killed we do not know, but somebody called a retreat in the
Philistine camp, and when the men started moving backward and the battle was
over, he is still left clutching his sword. Too many of us get into the battle for the
Lord, and have no grip on the sword and know nothing about the Bible in
comparison to what we ought to know. When we get caught in various
temptations and testings we don't know how to compete and how to go to war,
because we don't have the sword in our hands. This man fought until that sword
became part of himself, and in that he is a good illustration and a good object
lesson for us.

The purpose for which the sword was wielded

Let me close with this comment. I read that passage in 1 Chronicles because I
wanted you to notice that David was there with them. I'm not trying to get
David into the battle, I'm simply trying to show you the purpose that was in
Eleazar's mind - why was he fighting so strenuously? It was because apparently
David was in the neighbourhood, and what he was really trying to do was defend
David - that was his main objective. Eleazar was one of three men mentioned in
2 Samuel 23 that defended David, and they became a special corps - what Luther
called "knights".

Now, in the Babylonian army, according to Ezekiel, special corps of this kind
all wore special clothing with dyed attire upon their heads. You could always tell
who these special people were. In the Ninevite army three men always rode in the
chariot; the commander was in the centre pulling the bow; the man on the right
hand held the reigns of the horses and guided the chariot into the battle; the man
on the left held the shield and protected the commander.

That's our job, to get into the battlefield when required and defend the interests
of our Lord. We're there on His account. You may say: "Our Lord is Almighty, He
doesn't need us to defend Him." However, I would put it to you that as soldiers
of Christ we are His chosen instruments, whether we hold the reigns or the shield
we're there for that one purpose: "I'm not ashamed to own my Lord or to' defend
His cause."

It is my opinion that if you're a believer, and you're not struggling in some
spiritual battle on His behalf then you ought to be ashamed. We, as believers, have
been identified with Christ, and whenever it is required we will defend His cause,
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and if it is necessary we will fight alone. If it's required we'll fight till we collapse
and until we do we'll put our hand on the sword and grip it until our muscles
become atrophied around it so that our flesh merges with it and we and the sword
become one.

--e--

• JOHN KNOX •

Concluded

JOHN REES-EVANS

BY 1571 John Knox seemed to know his end was near and grew weary of life,
wanting only to be united with the Lord and praying to that end. He wrote his will
at this time and in it says ... as the world is weary ofme so am I of it. ... But he
continued to the very end, preaching twice in the very week that he died, firstly
on the crucifixion and secondly, in his own home on the Friday, on the
resurrection - for he thought the Friday was indeed the next Sunday and had
begun to prepare to go to church to preach.

He says that Satan tempted him to self righteousness in the very closing days
of his life but that God sent him word of the two Scriptures: "What hast thou that
thou hast not received?"; and "not I, but the grace of God which is in me." Thus
he stayed faithful, depending only on Christ's righteousness to the very end.
Having asked to have read to him 1 Corinthians chapter 15, he said, Is not that a
comfortable chapter? And then a little after, I commend my soul, spirit, and body
into Thy hands, 0 Lord, and Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

About five o'clock at night, he said to his wife, Go, read where I cast my first
anchor; this was the 17th chapter of John, which she read, together with part of
Calvin's sermons on Ephesians. They then prayed, after which Dr. Preston asked
him if he heard the prayer. To which he answered: Would to God that you and all
men had heard it as I have done; I praise God for that heavenly sound. His
servant Richard Bannantyne, hearing him give a long sigh, said, "Now, sir, the
time you have long called to God for, doth instantly come, and, seeing all natural
power fails, give us some sign, that you live upon the comfortable promises which
you have so often shewed to us". At this he is reported to have lifted up one of his
hands with three fingers extended and to have quietly confirmed that these things
he believed with all his body, mind and spirit. Immediately after, without any
struggle, as though falling asleep, he departed this life about eleven 0'clock at
night, to receive the crown of righteousness that awaited him.

I close with a short proof of the compassion that Knox bore his brethren and it
is as useful to downhearted and dispirited Christians in our time as I am sure it
was in his.
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Trouble and fear are the very spurs to prayer; for when man, compassed
about with vehement calamities, and vexed with continual solicitude
(having, by help ofman, no hope ofdeliverance, with sorely oppressed and
punished heart, fearing also greater punishment to follow), does call to
God for comfort and support from the deep pit of tribulation, such prayer
ascends into God's presence, and returns not in vain.

Let no man think himself unworthy to call and pray to God, because he has
grievously offended his Majesty in times past; but let him bring to God a
sorrowful and repenting heart, saying, with David, "Heal my soul, 0 Lord,
for I have offended against thee. Before I was afflicted, I transgressed, but
now let me observe thy commandments" (Psalm 41:4). To mitigate or ease
the sorrows of our wounded conscience, our most prudent Physician has
provided two plasters to give us encouragement to pray (notwithstanding
the knowledge ofoffences committed): that is, a precept and a promise. The
precept or commandment to pray is universal, frequently inculcated and
repeated in God's scriptures. "Ask, and it shall be given to you" (Matthew
7:7). "Call upon me in the day of trouble" (Psalm 50:15). "Watch and
pray, that ye fall not into temptation" (Matthew 26:41). "1 command that
ye pray ever without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17). "Make deprecations
incessantly, and give thanks in all things" (l Timothy 2:1-2, 8). Which
commandments, whoso contemns or despises does sin equally with him
that does steal. For in this commandment, "Thou shalt not steal" (Exodus
20:15), is a precept negative; so, "Thou shalt pray", is a commandment
affirmative. And God requires equal obedience of all and to all His
commandments. Yet more boldly will I say: He who, when necessity
constrains, desires not support and help ofGod, does provoke His wrath no
less than such as make false gods or openly deny God.

We should remember Knox and - in these times of spiritual famine and such
offences in the Church - we should pray to God that He would help us to
remember His promises and precepts and that we might by His grace be equipped
to follow Knox's brave and faithful but ever-compassionate example of service,
to our own Christian brethren. Amen.

--e--

• JOHN
WHO

FAWCETT
CHANGED

THE PASTOR
HIS MIND •

STAN K. EVERS (Potton, Beds.)

THE year was 1772. John I awccll preached his farewell sermon on the Sunday;
the ne{Ct day the wagons arriv d to load his furniture, household items and his
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books. Some of the members of the Wainsgate Baptist Church came to see him
go. Tears rolled down their faces. After a while, the pastor, now in tears, said,
"Unload the wagons, I love God's people here too much to leave them".

The church members of the Carter's Lane Chapel in London were disappointed
to receive this news. "We have found a man to fill the pulpit of the great John
Gill," the London church thought. The Carter's Lane church later moved to New
Park Street in Southwark, South East London, moving again in 1861 to the newly
built Metropolitan Tabernacle, at the Elephant and Castle, with Charles Spurgeon
as the pastor. John Gill is famous for his commentary on every verse in the Bible
- a commentary that is still in print and is also available on CD.

Anew hymn
Once settled back into his home, Fawcett wrote, "Blest be the tie that binds our
hearts in Christian love". Five years after Fawcett's decision to tay in Yorkshire,
a new chapel was built for him at Hebden Bridge and he opened a school in his
home at Brearly Hall.

"Blest be the tie" first appeared in Fawcett's own hymnbook published in 1782.
There are 166 hymns in this book, mostly composed by the author for singing
after his sermons. Each line was read before being sung! Dr. John Julian, in his
Dictionary ofHymnology (published in 1892), gives his assessment of Fawcett's
hymns: "Whilst not attaining a high degree of excellence they are spiritual and
practical." Fawcett wrote many books which attained a large circulation but are
long-since out of print and therefore unknown to 21st century Christians.

Conversion
John Fawcett, born on 6th January 1740, at Lidget Green, near Bradford in
Yorkshire, became a Christian at the age of sixteen when he heard the evangelist
George Whitefield preach. Whitefield, an eloquent and powerful preacher, who
was admired by the actor David Garrick, has been overshadowed by his friend,
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist Church. John Fawcett joined the
Methodists but three years later became a Baptist and in 1765, he took the
pastorate of the Wainsgate Baptist Church.

Another invitation
Twenty-one years after the offer of the prestigious London church, John Fawcett
received an invitation in 1793, to become Principal of the Bristol Baptist
Academy. He still felt that tie of Christian love to his Yorkshire congregation so
once again he turned down this opportunity for a move. In 1811, an American
University honoured Fawcett with a Doctor of Divinity degree - six years later in
1817, he died at the age of 78.

John Fawcett is a model of love for the Lord Jesus Christ and for fellow
Christians. There would be fewer problems within churches if we remembered the
sentiments of Fawcett's hymn, "Blest be the tie".
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• BOOK REVIEWS •

33

S.K.E.

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to warn
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible.The position of the Gospel Magazine
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we
name another translatian does not mean we endorse it.

Opening up Ezekiel's Visions. Peter Jeffrey. Day One Publications. pp. 128, paperback.
£5.00. ISBN I 903087 66-X.

This book (using the NIV) is not a commentary but a series of lessons, in fourteen chapters, derived
from Ezekiel's visions. Ezekiel, a priest who God called to be a prophet, lived six hundred years
before Christ. He was taken, along with ten thousand Jews, as a captive to Babylon (now in Iraq).
Ezekiel's ministry, a mixture of comfort and judgement to the exiles, lasted for over twenty years.
Some of the prophet's messages were symbolic actions, for example, eating a scroll. "To his surprise
the scroll 'tasted like honey'.... There is sweetness in the truth of God even when it denounces
our sin."

Jeffrey ends every chapter with useful suggestions for further study and questions for discussion.
His writing is always clear and his application direct. For instance: "Sin has become the centre of
entertainment - it is applauded but never repented of.... Repentance has all but vanished from
the religious vocabulary....Today, it seems, a person can be saved without a conviction of the sin
he or she needs to be saved from." This book is an excellent introduction to a neglected Old
Testament book.

Opening Up I Timothy. Simon J. Robinson. Day One Publications. pp. 128 pages, paperback.
£5.00. ISBN I 903087 69 4.

The author describes St. Paul's First Epistle to Timothy not so much as a manual for church order,
but "an urgent letter to a Christian in the thick of a crisis and a call to a local church to get on with
the job God has commissioned it to do" (page 12). In nineteen relatively short studies (each of
about three or four pages in length), he brings the reader to the heart of this Epistle. Each study is
followed with questions "for further study" and questions "to think about and discuss." This book
is obviously meant to be used as a tool for small discussion groups, and could possibly be used for
personal and private devotions.

It was good to read a correct exegesis of I Timothy 2:4 - "God ... who will have all men to be
saved ... " where the author writes, "The Greek word used here means 'all kinds of people' rather
than every single person ... ".

The author, who is the minister of Waiton Evangelical Church, Chesterfield, uses both the New
International Version of Scripture and the English Standard Version and the book is both written
and presented in a contemporary style. J.E.N.

Opening up Ecclesiastes. Jim Winter. Day One Publications. pp. 160, paperback. £6.00. ISBN
I 903087 86 4.

Ecclesiastes. the "Preacher", by King Solomon, is neither historical not prophetical, and is often by
passed, with consequent loss to modern students of God's Word. Pastor Winter has written his
commentary with "mod rn man" in mind and has largely succeeded. There are, perhaps, too many
quotations and refer n from American sources. Here and there occur typographical errors; page
87 gives the German x Ch, n 1I0r's name as "Conrad Ardeneur" (Konrad Adenauer). Sometimes
(but very rarely) his stat m n ,r unclear, at least to the reviewer. On page 69 he states: 'The
Christian is one who ha b n t apart for salvation and becomes the instrument through whom
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E.J.M.

God is worshipped and honoured. In order to do this, the worshipper and his worship is to be
pure and sinless." However, the book has very few blemishes. It is well written and is very much
up-to-date, showing to-day's ultra materialism as "under the sun".

Scripture references are from the NKJV and, occasionally, the NIV.The book encourages one to
read on and is never "stodgy"! Pastor Winter's "opening up" is thought-provoking and spiritually
profitable and is highly recommended. D.L.J.

From Prussla with Love. Carol Purves. Day One Publications, pp. 127, paperback. £6.00.
ISBN I 846250 08-0.

This book unfolds the story of a remarkable man, George Muller. His early life is given much
prominence, and it is shown that, irrespective of every advantage accorded him, both in parentage
and education, he showed every sign of heading toward a lost eternity. Conversion came; life
changed! The writer's main theme is to show Muller as a man who depended solely on God.
Throughout his life he never departed from his conviction that the work for which God had
equipped him would be sustained by voluntary donations; he never resorted to worldly methods.

There are interesting (though all too brief) accounts of his connection with the early Plymouth
Brethren, but we are left wondering as to his views on the main protagonists! The work of Dr.
Barnardo is mentioned and also that of D. L. Moody and C. H. Spurgeon.

The main thrust of this well researched book is to point to the work of Dr. Muller (rather than
his theological views) and to attribute any success to God's enabling. It is well written in a "popular
style", has several photographs and a legible print. Many will find it a "good book to have". D.L.J.

God, the Bible and Terrorism. Simon J. Robinson. Day One Publications. pp. 15. For copies
please contact the publishers at Ryelands Road, Leominster HR6 8NZ.

The author deals with the problem of modern terrorism and suggests that taking vengence does
not provide an answer. Justice will be meted out by God, in due course.The pamphlet deals with a
difficult subject, which, due to its complexity, can only "scratch the surface" of this current evil.
Quotations are from the NIV and the NKJY. D.L.J.

One Thousand Bible Questions. William Wileman. Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony.
pp. approx. 175, paperback. £3.00. ISBN 0 900691 72 7.

This book was written to encourage Bible study, which is a laudable aim. However, the form of this
book, with its one thousand questions set in rhyme but without answers, is not likely to be very
helpful, nor particularly popular today. Some questions are quite easy though require a great deal
of reading, others are easily understood as to intention but lack sufficient clues to be solved with
confidence, and others are obscure as to intention.The particular theology of SGAT is evident, not
unnaturally, in some questions.

It is hard to recommend this book, due mainly to the limitations of style and the lack of
answers. Those who enjoy riddles might be entertained, but for serious Bible study it is well to
look elsewhere.

I & 1. Timothy - an EP Study Commentary. William B. Barcley. Evangelical Press.
pp. 315, hardback. £ 18.95. ISBN 0 852345 88 7.

This is another in the easy-to-read, introductory, straightforward and non-technical commentary
series, ideal for the layperson.The text of the epistles is inserted into the text, providing a running
commentary on the passages. There is a clear and incisive application at the end of each section.
The nature of the commentary precludes any technical discussion, although guidance and
bibliographies of important areas and problematic texts are given in the endnotes.
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As an introduction to these letters this is a good book to have and will repay the reader with
insight and the ability to grasp the message of the apostle. The style is very clear and flowing with
quotable quotes for the preacher. The approach is marked by an irenical spirit and dogmatism is
avoided. The author holds to a complementary view of women. The extended section dealing with
the question of Adam and Eve at the end of I Timothy 2 is presented as a model of clarity. It is not
necessary to agree with the author to admire his even-handed treatment of complex and difficult
issues, and to have done so in a commentary of this nature is a tribute to the writer's skill. A
worthy volume of the series.The ESV is used.

Truth Under' Attack - The Guide, Vol. 2. Eryl Davies. Evangelical Press. pp. 288,
paperback. lIO.OO.ISBN 0 852345 87 9.

This is the second in the projected three-volume series.The first volume dealt with deviations from
biblical Christianity, the third will deal with Paganism and the New Spiritualities.This one is a guide
to modern sects and cults. Divided into three sections with a postscript, the first covers definitions,
elements common to both cults and sects, the extent of the problem, the involvement of MI5 with
the cults, and how Christ's death relates to the cults.The second section considers case studies and
issues which arise. There are two chapters on MI5 and "Concerned Christians" with four chapters
on the Waco affair. The third section covers established cults - Mormons, Christian Scientists,
Rastafarians, Moonies, the Family of Love, Scientology and Freemasonry. The postscript continues
from Volume I with a summary of major biblical doctrines. Notes and an index close.

The format is the same as the previous volume with clarity of presentation, lucidity of thought,
and sufficient overviews to give a clear view of the essentials of the cult or sect under review. The
choice of cults and sects examined is necessarily selective, but they are the ones with which one is
most likely to meet with. Not content just to give outlines of doctrines, the various history and
developments of each cult or sect is given and some of the information gleaned by Mr. Davies is
horrifying and quite astonishing. Everything has been fully researched and is up-to-date. The
critiques are penetrating and ably presented with a lucidity and simplicity of expression. The
summaries are very helpful, and charts and lists are used to draw comparisons and illuminate views.
One caveat is the rather thin use of other literature. Although the endnotes list the literature
referred to, including websites, it would be helpful to give fuller bibliographies, where possible.
Nonetheless, as a first stop these volumes are essential in giving broad overviews and help
distinguish the wood from the trees.

These volumes ought to be on the shelf of every thinking Christian. Mr. Davies has done us a
great service. Hasten the third volume. J.D.

The Big Picture for Small Churches - and Large Ones tool John Benton.
Evangelical Press. pp. 208, paperback. 0.95. ISBN 0 852345 89 5.

A second sub-title, "How to thrive and survive as a small congregation", makes it clear that the
word "churches" in the title refers to congregations and not to churches in the sense of
denominations.

The author's rule of thumb definition for size is based on regular attendance and commitment:
usual att ndance of over 300 people - very large; 150 - large; 50-60 - average; under 50 - small. It
is to church with fewer that 50 people regularly committed that the book is chiefly directed, and
the author m. k th point that many supposedly large churches are, in fact, small because so few
people help, th r ~ b ing content to be passengers.The problems faced by churches are spiritual
- "a lack of lif ,l1d fr 1I1tfllln ss, and not the fact that it is a little flock" (page 21).

Mr. Benton off r\ .Iclvlc ,nd encouragement drawn from his own experience as a pastor. His
theme throughout I Ill, t lod 1$ not dependent on the size of a congregation, because He uses
small beginnings for p,r t ,11 JHII P ~c~,' nd this is well illustrated by the book's front cover showing
an acorn and a fully r.r uwn Q,lk u . The author has a practical approach, with chapters on
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welcome, preaching, teaching, hospitality, prayer and fighting discouragement. There is a two-page
appendix on sermon construction for those who have no formal training but who find themselves
as leaders of very small congregations. Mr. Benton is clear that the Bible is our authority for
knowing what is true about God (he uses the NIV) and that balance is necessary in preaching and
teaching the Gospel. This is a useful book for pew and pulpit with advice based on application of
biblical principles. G.F.H.H.

Masters of the English Reformation. Sir Marcus Loane. The Banner of Truth Trust.
pp. 3 10, hardback. £ 15.50. ISBN 0 85 15 19 10 5.

This scholarly, yet very readable, illustrated account of the lives of some of the principle English
Reformers includes Thomas Bilney, William Tyndale, Hugh Latimer, Nicholas Ridley and Thomas
Cranmer, and was first published by Church Book Room Press in 1955 to mark the 400th
anniversary of the main Marian martyrs. It is republished on the 450th anniversary, and the need
for it is even greater than fifty years ago. What ignorance prevails, what misinformation and modern
rewriting of history is happening! Our great, our beautiful Reformation and the giants of faith who
gave us back the pure Gospel are being buried and forgotten, even misinterpreted in our churches.

The attack on them no longer takes the form we grew up with - namely playing down what
happened. Now it takes the form of a concerted attempt to rewrite what cannot blotted out of
the national consciousness. For instance, the Gunpowder Plot is still remembered, and so TV
showed a programme on it. I was appalled by the manipulation as I watched. It was openly RC and
interfaith based. But where matters are no longer in the national consciousness, as is the case with
these lives of Reformers, they are treated as unmentionable sinners and banished from church,
school and college, replacing them by the life and views of Mohammed and the gods of the heathen.
Lord help our children!

This book needs active promotion, and getting on to the bookshelves of the younger generation,
both in your church and family. Worthwhile Christian books of this type will only go on being
published if we buy them.Who else will, if not ourselves? This is a credit to the Banner ofTruth, with
large print, good indexing and presentation. It is a pity the AV is replaced by the ESV on page xix.

E.M.

Please abtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we
regretfully are not in a position to supply your requirements.

Matters to do with the contents of The Gospel Magazine should be sent to:
The Rt. Rev. Edward Malcolm, 15 Bridge Street, Knighton, Powys LD7 IBT. Tel. 01547 528815.

Only subscriptions and advertisements should be sent to the Secretary (details opposite).

FROM THE SECRETARY'S DESK
Where subscriptions are due a reminder is enclosed and prompt payment is
appreciated.

Cheques and Postal Orders must be made payable to "The Gospel Magazine" or
the bank will not accept them. Please do not mail cash.

Peter King, Secretary




