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• EDITORIAL •

"The powers that be are ordained of God" (Romans 13:1)

Old Series
No. 2664

On 17th November 1558, 450 years ago, Elizabeth Tudor was in Hatfield House
when the news reached her that both Houses of Parliament had met together and
unanimously acclaimed her Queen, with shouts of "God save Queen Elizabeth,
and long and happy may she reign". The bells on the churches were ringing, and
tables were spread in the streets. "where was plentiful eating and drinking, and
making merry". says Hollinshed in his Chronicle. That night the sky was lit up by
numerous bonfires - partly because this time there were no humans being burnt
on them. Mary had died early in the day. On receiving the news of her easy
accession, Elizabeth fell upon her knees exclaiming in Latin, "It is the Lord's
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes".

This is no place to recount all the glories of her reign, which started with
England as the "cockle boat behind the Spanish galleon", in tow to Philip of
Spain's ambitions and wars, and ended with England the foremost power in
Europe, having defeated and eclipsed Spain and the whole of Papal Europe.
Quoting with slight addition the words of the translators of our Bible, "at the rising
of that bright occidental star, Queen Elizabeth of happy memory, scattered those
thick and palpable clouds of darkness which had long overshadowed the land".

We still praise God and thank Him upon this anniversary. Archbishop Trench
preached this day in 1858, the three hundredth anniversary sermon in Westminster
Abbey, on Isaiah 33:5-6: "He hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness;
and wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times." True then - how
times have changed!
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Let us, as we go forward into this new year obey, honour, and thank (;od 1111'
our Queen and her ministers, God has ordained us a better governmcnt 1I11l11 0111'
land richly deserves, Whatever the future holds, however dark the clouds or IslIIIll,
Romanism, godless secularism, the attempts to remove the Act of Accessioll, 11ll'
loss of sovereignty to Europe, recession, and the shameful behaviour whirh so
hurts us as a nation, yet we are commanded to honour and obey our rulers IIl1dl'r
God, and to pay our taxes, as "for this cause they are God's ministers". Wl' 111\' 1101

to speak evil of them, but pray for them, for in the peace of this land, Iies our
peace, "Long live our noble Queen!"

---e---

• CHRIST IS ALL •

A SERMON BY THE EDITOR

"Christ is all and in all" (Colossians 3:11)

PAUL wrote to the Colossians from prison in Rome. Did he write to UnSWl'1' I:tlsc
teachers? Some say no, for he does not seem to be as blunt and plain ahollt 1'llIwl'
the teaching or the teachers as he is in Galatians and other epistlcs. Mosl have
held, however, that he wrote to rescue the young believers in Colossal' rrotll I:tls"
teachers. But is that so?

Look at Paul's words in the second chapter. He says in verse 4, they 1111' Iwillg
deceived by fine sounding words, and in verse 8, by a deceptive philosophy, III
verse 16 he accuses certain teachers of judging others and, in versl' IH, or
disqualifying others. In verse 2, he tells them to stand firm in the faith. III wnws
7 and 8 to cling tight to the teaching they had received from himself. lie is II good
shepherd, rescuing the flock from wolves.

We live in the midst of just such false teachers today. What way shollld wc
tackle them? There is a story from the Crusades, that Richard the Lion Ill'llll IlIl'l
Saladin, the Muslim general. They decided to have a trial of strenglh. I{il'lllll'd
took a helmet, and taking his broadsword, with a mighty blow split it, all IlIlIll/.illg
feat. Saladin, in his turn, took a silk feather cushion and placed it upl'ighl so a
touch would crush it. Then with a deft blow of his sharp scimitar he <:111 it 1'll'lIn
in two without disturbing it, surely a greater feat. That method was how 1IIl' ureat
Apostle was inspired to answer, and we must do the same.

Then what is this false teaching exactly? In chapter 2 he gives us dill'S liS 10
what it was. In verse 4, he accuses it of being a hollow and deceptive phi losophy,
depending on human tradition, and on "rudiments" or elemental spiritual rOl'ces
of this world. In verse 11 of teaching circumcision, and in verse 16 or OhSl'1 ving
days, whilst in verses 18 and 22, of being ascetic and avoiding certain roods, and
not touching things. In verse 18 he also says it involved worshipping an).tcls, and
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believing any vision the false teachers claimed to have seen. These teachers were
proud, and in verse 19 offered some new "fulness" experience. Verses 9 and 10
say this was a spiritual experience outside Christ. Then in verse 23 he mocks its
rules and regulations which, though they appeared wise by self-imposed worship,
false humility, and harsh treatment of the body, in fact were useless at restraining
sensual indulgence.

All these allusions by Paul merely show that the Colossians knew what the
false teachers were telling them, and would understand what he was getting at.
But it is very difficult for us today to pin down this false teaching exactly. The
illness is hard to diagnose, although the cure is plain enough, as we shall see. That
situation holds exactly today.

Paul had taught them the Gospel of grace. It seems other very different teachers
had come and deceived the Colossians into believing that the universe, vast,
intricate, beyond man's understanding or control, was being governed by wrathful
gods and uncaring spiritual forces. Human beings could only struggle against the
relentless tide of fate. Human life was insecure, without moral or spiritual
certainty, and life was little more than a fruitless search for meaning, ending in
death and oblivion, a cruel affair. The universe seemed to be split into two warring
camps, the powers of the heavens against the powers on earth.

Thus all the Colossians could do was to manipulate or try to placate these
powers. What was needed was a way to approach these demonic forces, either by
mystical experiences or appeasing them and using them to gain some protection.
The teachers offered these.

The reason we look at it is simple enough. The false teaching has not changed
over the centuries. You look at the beliefs of the people around us. They have
vague, foggy ideas about fate and balancing unseen forces, and have no idea of
any settled truth or morality, or spiritual direction or certainty. They swallow all
and everything, led by the nose by every charlatan spiritual leader.

Now try to answer the whole matter simply enough for every child of God to
understand completely and fight off the false teaching. It is nebulous, vague, and
fighting it is like fighting a mist, or repelling a gas attack with a weapon. As fast
as you answer one point, the miasma comes in at another, never tiring, deceitful,
and elusive.

Now how would you answer all that the devil is throwing at us from every
angle? And in a way that the simplest believer could grasp and use as a weapon?
It is said there are two types of intellectuals. When you listen to one, you say to
yourself, "what a clever person to understand all that! I'm sure I couldn't". When
you hear the other explain the same matter you say to yourself, "How simple!
Why didn't I see that myself?" The second is the true intellectual. The Apostle
gives a one word answer, "Christ". He says "Christ is all". That one word contains
sufficient to fight off everything the devil can throw at us.

Now go on to the first word, "all". What does he mean? Look at the first part of
our verse, "Where there is neither Greek nor Jew", meaning no racial differences.
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He goes on, "circumcision nor uncircumcision", meaning 110 Il,ltgioiis
differences. Then a strange pair, "Barbarian nor Scythian". This pit 11' i,~ 1101

contrasted like the others. A person who spoke a foreign language the (In'l'ks did
not understand, they dismissed as a "bar-bar-bar", making strange 1IIl'lI11111gkss
sounds. But why bring in a Scythian? The answer is not only foreigll "Illll' hal's"
were the same as the true Greek if born again in Christ, but even SCytldllllN, 'I'IK~SC

came from the northern steppes of Russia, and had a terrible nHnW 1'01' l'ilthy
habits, unwashed dirtiness, cruelty, and delight in murder and barblllily. Uller
destruction marked the path of their army. Further, they got many or IlIl'il' sluves
from Scythia. So Paul means that even a Scythian in Christ was equal (0 (Ill' plll'l'St
Greek. Paul ends "bond and free", meaning no social distinctions. 1\11 all' in Ih,'
image of Christ.

Christ is creating a new humanity, a new race. The first one that dl'Sl'l'llllt:d
from Adam, fell into sin, and so now Christ is recreating a new "all" ill Ilis own
image. Paul explains this in his "hymn" to Christ in chapter 1, verses I~ ,1(),l\nd
we as His brothers and sisters are predestined to be conformed to the imagl' 01 I lis
[God's] Son, as Romans 8:29 says. This new kingdom is created of' individlluls
"in Christ".

Paul adds three more words, "and in all". Why does he add these? Not/Ill 1'01l1l:

literary effect, but meaning "each one, one by one", stressing personal eXlwl il'IIVt'.
The kingdom of God grows one by one, as Christ is formed in each newhOlIl dllld
of God. We are continually urged to join in great movements, to gel (ogl'lhl'r,
make common cause to fight the forces of evil, and thus to change sot,;idy, I 'Ull!
has the same object, a new society, a new humanity, but with one vital dilTt'lt'lIlT,
"in Christ". In effect he writes off Adam's descended race outside Clldst. W(;
cannot and should not include them. The new humanity comes by individlllll IlIitll
in Christ. Paul works from the individual upwards. The world also secks a IIl'W
humanity, by changing humanity from the top downwards, en masse. God's plllll
is for a new race, and to become a member, each one must individually l'<:jwlIl (ill<l

believe in Christ. All these various groups he has just listed are one in Clldst. 'I'll"
important question is, "does Christ dwell in your heart by faith?".

The conclusion of the whole matter is that all the simplest child or God IIl'l'dl'
to understand the world today, is a grasp of Christ. That will show Wlll'l'!.' (ill go
astray. Anything anyone adds apart from Christ is wrong. All yOLl m'vd liS a
weapon is the one word "Christ". His Name overcomes all spiritual fort,;cs lIlTlIyeu
against us. How very easy, how simple! Many are offended at such sill1plkily.
Can you truly say, "Christ is all, and in all" for me?

It is one thing to believe that salvation is of the Lord, and that you an~ l'll'l'IIlII Iy
saved; it is another to become an actual partaker of Christ by and through Ilis
marvellous grace, and to know that you are eternally saved in Him.

L, It Slll'lIon
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• FOR YOUNGER READERS •

CARINE MACKENZIE

NEW YEAR'S DAY

5

HOW do you celebrate New Year's Day? We usually get together with family for
a special meal. We meet up with cousins who live far away and whom we do not
see very often. We catch up with news and remember old times.

In the Bible we read about one very special New Year's Day. "On the first day
of the first month shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation,"
God told Moses. God had given Moses detailed instructions about the size, the
materials and the furnishings of the tabernacle. Special skill was given to Bezaleel
and Oholiab to do the artistic work in gold, silver, bronze and the ability to teach
others to work - designing and making the curtains, poles, table, lampstands,
altar, basins and all the utensils needed.

New Year's Day, the first day of the first month of the second year after the
children of Israel had left the slavery in Egypt, was the special day when all the
hard work was completed and put together. The tabernacle was set up by Moses,
the sockets were fastened, the boards and bars and pillars put in place and the
covering material spread over.

The ark of the testimony was then put in place - the mercy seat above the ark
- and the covering veil shielding the ark from view, as God commanded. Then the
table was put in position and the bread set on it, as God commanded. The
candlestick was placed opposite the table and the lamps lit.

Moses put the golden altar in front of the veil and burnt sweet incense on it.
Then the curtain at the entrance of the tabernacle was hung up. The altar of burnt
offering was placed at the door and Moses offered the burnt offering and the meat
offering. The laver (basin for ceremonial washing) was placed between the
tabernacle and the altar.

Lastly the courtyard around the taber:nacle was set out and the curtain at the
entrance to the courtyard hung. So Moses finished the work.

Then an amazing thing happened. A cloud covered the tent and the glory of the
Lord filled the tent. Moses was not able to enter the tent because God's glory
completely filled it.

So long as the cloud covered the tabernacle the children of Israel remained in
the camp. When the cloud lifted, they set out on their journey. God guided them
with the cloud by day and by fire at night. God gave Moses and the children of
Israel very specific instructions about how He was to be worshipped.

God wants us to worship Him in Spirit and in truth. When we go to church our
primary purpose is not to make us feel better, or to learn lots about the Bible, or
to be entertained by a good sermon. Our primary purpose is to give worship to
God - to praise and thank Him for all He had done for us, especially for sending
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His Son so that those who believe in Him would not perish but hnvl,; ('1('111111 lir~.

At the beginning of this year, let us listen to God's commands and oh~y 11 iH Word,
looking to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.

BIBLE SEARCH

God has given us many commands in His Word. Find the missing wilId rrom
some of these. The initial letters of your answers will spell out sonldhill/t 1'1'(1)1

the story.

1. Repent ye , and be converted, that your sins may Iw hlolt~d

out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presenc~ or Ihl' I,ord.
Acts 3:19.

2. Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courngt'; lw not
_____, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with Ih....
whithersoever thou goest. Joshua 1:9.

3. And this is his commandment, that we should on thl: Illlllll' or
his son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us comnllllldllll'lll.
1 John 3:23.

4. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath madc liS ln'l', lIlld
be not again with the yoke of bondage. Galatians 5: I,

5, ____ the sabbath day to keep it holy. Exodus 20:8.

6. And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the 01 Ihl'
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. ColossillllS \: 17.

7. Rejoice in the Lord always, and
4:4.

_____ I say Rejoice. PhilippillllS

8. Thou shalt not thy neighbour's house. , , nor anythilllt Ihlll is
thy neighbour's. Exodus 20: 17.

9, This is my commandment, that ye one anothcr, as 1 hav"
loved you. John 15:12.

10. Honour thy father and mother; ... that it may be well with thee, IIlld Ihou
mayest live long on the . Ephesians 6:2-3.

It is one thing to know that God requires repentance; and it is yet another IlI11lt~r

to mourn and groan in our hearts over our vileness and wickedness and ou,' guilly
distance from God. L. It Shdton
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• CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH IN AN
AGE OF POLITICAL CORRECTNESS •

A Lecture on Jude 3, delivered on 5th October 2008 as part of
Penn Free Methodist Church's Bi-Centenary Celebrations

PETER MURCOTT (Isle of Man)

JUST suppose that I had been privileged to preach at the opening of this church
200 years ago. I would have spoken to people who had lived, and were still living,
through a period of immense political and social turmoil, whose eventual outcome
was far from clear. Britain had been caught up in a long conflict with France since
1793, as a result of the French Revolution. A feature of that revolution was that it
was virulently anti-Christian - so much so that the very calendar was altered in
France between 1793 and 1806. The seven-day week, traceable to Genesis, was
abolished in favour of ten-day periods called "decades".l Even the years were
changed, so that they were no longer reckoned from the birth of Jesus Christ the
Lord, but from 1792 as the year zero,2 emphasising the worship of man rather
than God.

Two centuries on, we are living in strikingly similar times. An anti-Christian
spirit is again openly active, only this time it is in the British Isles, and is
operating through the existing institutions rather than new ones. A symptom of its
hostility towards the faith occurred at the millennium celebrations when there was
a positive battle to get Christ's name acknowledged at all.

Disregard

That set the tone for the growing disregard of God in the years that followed. A
notable example was the Civil Partnership Act 2004, whose provisions are in
complete contravention of another creation ordinance: that marriage can exist
only between one man and one woman.3

What, then, is the appropriate text for this day and generation? It is the one on
which I might well have preached had I been here in 1808. It is Jude 3: "Beloved,
when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was
needful for me to wlite unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend
for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints."

There is a mountain of matter in every line of Scripture, so let us focus our
attention particularly upon the words, "exhorting you that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith". In so doing, may we address three short, and yet profound,
questions:

1. What is "the faith?"
2. What is "Political Correctness"? and
3. What must we do?
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1. WHAT IS "THE FAITH"?

Our text immediately brings us into direct confrontation with the spirit ollhv "gc,
commonly called "political correctness". Jude calls upon believers ealllest Iy 10
contend for "the faith", by which, of course, he means 'the Christian faith", and
none other.

Time was when no one would have batted an eyelid about that. But tillH':S have
changed. Unnoticed by some, a new terminology has entered the IIllt ion's
vocabulary, whose overall effect, whether one likes it or not, is to contl'nd ror
something very different: "multi-faith". Have you noticed that, instead or talking
distinctively and specifically about "Christian leaders", "Christian Sd1001s", llnd
so on, we nowadays hear of "faith leaders", "faith communities" and "failh
schools"? Tragically, some Christian publications are tending to IIS\' this
apologetic, ambiguous language, too, rather than "Christian" - a name Ihat is all
honour and a privilege to bear. Yet Scripture knows nothing of "faith" ill the
abstract. Paul wrote very plainly that there is "one Lord, one faith olld olle
baptism"4 - and that one Lord in whom faith must be placed is Jesus Ch, isl Ihe
righteous. That is why Jude wrote: "Beloved ... ye should earnestly contend for
the faith which was once delivered unto the saints".

Finality
There is a finality in the word "once". Some translations say "once for all" and
it obviously also means "for ever". Therefore if we remember nothing else, Il,t our
starting, continuing and finishing point be this: Christ, and Christ alonl' is Ihe
author and finisher of our faith.s

What are the ramifications of this? They are extremely contentious in lmlay's
society. It is that there is only one way to be saved - and that is through ('Illist
Jesus. Scripture is insistent on this. As we shall see, it drives the point honH: hy the
use of the negatives "none" and "no" in certain key texts to which we now IUIII.

The key texts
These key texts need to known by anyone who would witness for Christ. '('hl're
are three of them, revealing God the Father, God the Son and God the Iloly Spirit
speaking in perfect unity.

God the Father has spoken. In Isaiah 45:22, He declared: "Look unto 1I1l', :lnd
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else."

Repentance is towards God.6 It is to Him that we look for forgiveness. But how
dare we look to God for forgiveness whilst we are clothed in the filthy rags of ollr
own righteousnesses, made so by our sins? God the Father has told us whnt wc
must do. He spoke the words audibly at the time of Christ's transfiguration: "This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him." 7

God the Son has spoken. He has told us plainly that the only way in whidl we
may repent toward God is through faith in Him: "I am the way, the trulh, alld the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6).
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How those words have been debated! Some are very uneasy at their
implications. Others contend that they mean something else, and they wrestle
with them as if they were trying to catch the wind in their fists. Many will counsel
caution, lest someone is offended.8

Surely, the real issue is this:

"Didst Thou not die that I might live
No longer to myself, but Thee?
Might body, soul, and spirit give
To Him, who gave Himself for me?
Come then, my Master, and my God,
Take the dear purchase of Thy blood."9

God the Holy Spirit has spoken. This time it was through Peter. The occasion
was when Peter and John had been brought before the Jewish Council in
Jerusalem, purportedly for healing a man, but actually for preaching about Christ
and the resurrection. It is essential reading for such a time as this. It is to be found
in Acts 4:1-22.

The key verses, for our purposes, are to be found in Acts 4:8, 12, 19 and 20. In
verse 8, Scripture tells us that Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit, doubly
underlining, as it were, everything he said. So, hear Acts 4: 12: "Neither is there
salvation in any other; for there is none other name under heaven given among
men whereby we must be saved."

Those are three key verses of the one faith to be earnestly contended, as
revealed by God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, speaking in
perfect unity and clarity: saving faith is in Christ alone. There is no other name,
no other way, no other truth, and no other life.

2. WHAT IS "POLITicAL CORRECTNESS"?

You would have thought that with such clarity, and with so many in the British
Isles in need of salvation, there would be the greatest earnestness within the
Christian church to proclaim the true and living faith. You would have expected
that it would be the key issue whenever churches met; that it would dominate their
agendas; and that it would be the subject of earnest, effectual prayers, as a matter
of the utmost importance. The terrible plight of the lost certainly inspired the
pioneers of old, Methodist or otherwise, to preach Christ's name right and left.
Their yearning is summed up in Charles Wesley's words-

"I want an even, strong desire,
I want a calmly-fervent zeal,
To save poor souls out of the fire,
To snatch them from the verge of hell,
And turn them to a pardoning God,
And quench the brands in Jesu's blood."lO
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o what an indescribable privilege to have the fire of the Gospel bUl'Ilillg ill your
bones so that, like Peter and John before those seventy piercing pail's 01' l'Yl:S of
the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, you say: "We cannot but speak the thil1J.!.s whirh we
have seen and heard."ll

But that is not the spirit generally around today. Having been given slIl'h clear
instructions and directions from God the Father, God the Son and God llll: lIoly
Spirit, one might wonder what is holding the church back? By what pOWl'I', or by
what name, is it happening? The answer is that it is ultimately traceahk III none
other than the devil and his host, sometimes called the prince of the pow!.'1' or the
air,12 of whose devices many are woefully ignorant. 13 One of those tk:vil:l:s, that
is having such a deadening effect upon an effective evangelistic willll'ss, is a
phenomenon called "political correctness".

Political correctness

How may "political correctness" be defined? We might explain it by its I'ruits ..
Therefore it may be described as "the devil's counterfeit of Christian holilll:SS".
You see, it has a code of conduct, or rather, of misconduct, of its own. It has also
certain maxims with which it plays upon the sensitivities of the unwmy. For
instance, it has a counterfeit form of "loving your neighbour", whereby it illsisls
that you must not offend him by telling him the Christian Gospel. Thus, it puiS
man above God.

We might draw comparisons in other ways:

CHRISTIAN HOLINESS

It is revealed by God through His
Word, and through His Son.

It hates the very thought of sin.

It emphasises what is right,
according to God's Word.

It seeks to promote one Lord, one
faith and one baptism.

It glorifies God by good works.

It generates love for the Lord, by
doing His will and good pleasure.

POLITICAL CORRECTNIiSS

Although apparently secu/m;
its origin, in reality, is salallic.

It hates the very word "sill ".

It emphasises "rights", accordillM 101//(/1/ :\.

word, irrespective ofwhat God It (1.1' soit/.

It seeks to promote multi~j(/il/I,

which, in essence, is no faillt 01 (//1.

All its thoughts are: there is I/O God. 1·1

Generally, "love "soon degeneroll'.I' inlo
"loving to please onese(j"'.

Political correctness is not only undermining our nation's laws, and virtually
every level of society, it is undermining the church. No one should be surprised al
this. Go back to Jude's letter. Read through verse 4 where he warns ahoul gross
errors, creeping in unnoticed. The opportunity came when the infallihility 01' the
Bible was questioned, easing the way in for political correctness. As a I'l:sult,
much of the church's essential work and witness in the west has been seriously
compromised, especially in Britain.
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What has been the outcome? A certain churchman, writing in broad brush terms
said this: "The Christian Church does not provide a strong lead ... but panders to
the social winds that blow like parliaments which are more interested in the
popular view and looking for a vote." He added that he could only see church
closures, since "the Christian Church is fast losing the moral battle because it does
not lead its people any more".

Fear
Why is the church acting like this? One reason, maybe the key reason, is "fear".
It fears man more than God. This is the inevitable consequence of any departure
from the Scriptures. "Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, instruction and
understanding," says Proverbs. IS If only that had been followed, rather than the
folly of casting doubts upon God's Word.

Yet the inevitable outcome was foreseen long ago. Back in 1871, when the
Manx Legislature was debating the religious instruction clauses of the Elementary
Education Act, Mr. W. H. Moore said this: "Take away the Bible, and we would
take away the very landmark. We could take the sun from the firmament, and all
would be darkness and confusion."16 Bear those words in mind as we turn to our
third question:

3: WHAT MUST WE Do?

We might begin by asking: "Where there is a clear conflict, whom do we obey:
God or man?" Peter and John left no doubt in anyone's mind: "We ought to obey
God rather than men."l?

That defining question may not be too far away, since events in Britain are
about to enter a new phase. The Government proposes, through the innocuous
sounding Equality Bill, to extend the "equality duties", already imposed upon
public bodies, to include an obligation to promote "equality" on "sexual
orientation, gender reassignment, religion or belief' .18

This is a major issue, requiring far more Biblical analysis than can be given
here. Therefore just touching upon "religion and belief' for now, which covers
more or less everything under the sun, ask yourself this question: "How can a
Christian 'earnestly contend for the faith' in the name of the Lord, and, at the same
time, promote the opposite, in the name of 'equality' and 'diversity'?" Either one
or the other will have to give way. So what must be done? Jude leaves us in no
doubt: "But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying
in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternallife."19

These are weighty matters; but let me close with a few thoughts as to the way
forward, based upon an acrostic of "faith":

Fear the Lord - that reverential awe that is founded upon love and gratitude,
because it is the beginning of wisdom.
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"Fear Him, ye saints, and you shall then
Have nothing else to fear,
Make you His service your delight,
Your wants shall be His care."20

Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace: thereby good shall tOllle to
thee.21 We are well acquainted with the difficulties before us, but whllt or the
power, and majesty, and might, and mercy, and awesome purity of Almighty God,
as revealed in Jesus Christ?

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.2

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own lIncler
standing.23 This is not blind faith such as caused Napoleon Bonaparte's soldiers
to follow him so fanatically that they regarded it as an honour to have his calriage
drive over their dead bodies in the battlefield. It is a living faith in the Inll.: and
living Lord who gives light where the eye cannot see.

Hold fast that which is good.24 The alternative should be unthinkahle; for the'
boundaries of good and evil, right and wrong, light and darkness, truth and error
are being so blurred in these times as to make them matters of opinion, as opposed
to matters of life or death.

Back in 1808, amidst the spiritual darkness, our sovereign Lord was moving.
For instance, in North Staffordshire, a shy Moorlander, called Hugh Boumc,
along with others, was earnestly contending for the faith in the open ail', 111 tinlc,
that handful of believers, called "Primitive Methodists", multiplied inlo Illany
thousands. What God has done, He can do again. But let me ask you: "An: you
ready to press forward? Are you fully on fire for Jesus? Will you L'lll'lwsLly
contend for saving faith in Him alone?" I earnestly pray that you will.

'''Tis Jesus, the first and the last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home;
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."25

--e--

NOTES

1. Voltaire (1694-1778) had already written that "Whilst Christians continue to ohs~'1 vc the
Sabbath, all our efforts are useless for the destruction of Christianity".

2. The year ran from 22nd September to 21st September, with 22nd September 179J (till' clllle of
the French Republic's first decree) beginning the year zero. The calendar was known liS "The
Calendar of Reason".

3. Genesis 2:24 upheld by Christ Jesus (Mark 10:6-8). The provisions of the 2004 Al:tllilll'ol' every
piece of existing legislation on marriage. For instance, the parents, and the brothers lllld sisll'l's of a
"partner" become the other's "in-laws", and the rules of affinity and consanguinity i1r~' IIpplied,

4. Ephesians 4:5. Paul also said: "For as by one man's disobedience many were Illmil' sinners, so
by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous" (Romans 5:19),

5. Hebrews 12:2.
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6. Acts 20:21.

7. Matthew 17:5.
8. Compare with 1 Peter 2:7-8.

9. Verse 3 of Charles Wesley's "Saviour from sin".

10. Verse 2 of "Give me the faith which can remove".

11. Acts 4:20.

12. Ephesians 2:2.

13. Compare 2 Corinthians 2:11.

14. See Psalm 10:4.

15. Proverbs 23:23.

16. Isle ofMan Times & General Advertiser, 25th November 1871.

17. Acts 5:29.

18. British Church Newspaper, 12th September 2008.

19. Jude 20-21.
20. "Through all the changing scenes of life" by Nahum Tate and Nicholas Brady.

21. Job 22:21.

22. Proverbs 3:6.

23. Proverbs 3:5.

24. I Thessalonians 5:21.

25. Joseph Hart, 1712-68.

---e---

• THE HUGUENOT HERITAGE:
THEODORE AGRIPPA D' A UBIGNE •
1552-1630 (Henry of Navarre's Most Faithful Friend)

M. W. DEWAR

13

WHEN Louis XIV, the tyrant of Versailles, revoked his grandfather's Edict of
Nantes in October 1685, he declared: "My grandfather (Henry IV) loved the
Huguenots and did not fear them. My father (Louis XIII) feared them and did not
love them. As for me, I neither love nor fear them." A man of grossly immoral life,
like his cousin, Charles Il, he came in later years under the influence of a strict
and narrow-minded widow. She had previously been married to a playwright,
Scarron, but is universally known to history as Madame de Maintenon. It was she,
more than anyone else, who sought to bring the profligate Bourbon monarch to a
sense of guilt for his sinful life. A member of the Roman Catholic group called the
Jansenists, who held certain Augustinian Doctrines of Grace, she was herself the
granddaughter of one of the most illustrious Calvinists of them all, the Huguenot
of Huguenots, Theodore Agrippa d' Aubigne.
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Remember St. Bartholomew!

While it is true that Henry of Navarre loved his former co-religionists, the
Huguenots, and did not fear them, it is also true that he said: "Paris is worth a
Mass". By the time France's Wars of Religion, between the royal House or Yalois
and the ducal House of Guise (Lorraine) on the one hand, and the Huguenots on
the other, came to an end, the mantles of Coligny and Conde had fallen upon the
strong and broad shoulders of the young King of Navarre. Son of AnWine de
Bourbon and Jeanne D'Albret, a devout Calvinist, Henry was a fearless fighter for
the Reformed Faith against the so-called Catholic League.

What faithful Protestant has not been stirred by these lines rrom Lord
Macaulay's !vry, or The War of the League - a Song of the Huguenots!

"Now glory to the Lord of Hosts, from whom all glories are!
And glory to our sovereign Liege, King Henry of Navarre! ...
'Remember St. Bartholomew' was passed from man to man,
But out spake gentle Henry, 'No Frenchman is my foe:
Down, down with every foreigner, but let your brethren go' ....
Right well fought all the Frenchmen who fought for France today;
And many a lordly banner God gave them for a prey.
But we of 'the Religion' have borne us best in fight;
And the good Lord of Rosny has ta'en the cornet white,
Our own true Maximilian the cornet white hath ta' en,
The cornet white with crosses black, the flag of false Lorraine."

Mighty man of valour

Maximilian, Count of Rosny, "the brave Crillon", Duplessis-Mornay, these, all
these were "mighty men of valour", who were to Henry of Navarre what King
David's "mightiest" had been to the Shepherd King. There is some similarity
between the King of Judah and Israel, who sinned and repented, and the
"evergreen gallant" who apostasized from the pristine Protestantism or his tiny
Pyrenean Kingdom, with its capital at Pau, in order to have all Papist Paris at his
feet. He was to become not only Henry of Navarre, but King Henry IV or France,
founder of the House of Bourbon.

He had no more loyal and staunch supporter than the poet of the II1Iguenot
Movement, Theodore Agrippa d' Aubigne, who stood to him as Nathan the
Prophet stood towards King David in his hour of shame. As with Williall1 the
Silent, Prince of Orange, two attempts were made on the life of Henry or Navarre.
Characteristically, the Roman Catholics, whom he had tried to placate, were more
implacable towards the renegade than his former co-religionists. The first attempt
by John Chatel, merely resulted in his being struck in the mouth with a dagger,
loosening some teeth. This took place in the presence of d' Aubigne who, seeing
his master's wounds, said with all the Christian charity at his disposal: "Sire! You
have so far only denied your Master with your lips, so you have only been
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wounded in your lips. When you deny Him with your heart, you will be wounded
10 your heart. "

Protestant succession

Just as Balthasar Gerard, the emissary of Spain, did to William the Silent what
John Jaureguy had failed to do, so in 1610 Ravaillac succeeded in assassinating
the Soldier of Navarre. He was stabbed to the heart in fulfilment of d' Aubigne's
grim prophecy. It is an open question whether Henry IV of France had ever been
anything but a soldier of fortune, unlike his devout and prayerful mother, Jeanne
d' Albret, the Queen of Navarre. But there is no doubt whatsoever of the sincere
Calvinism and faithful Protestantism of the poet d' Aubigne, who saw his faith as
"the rose of autumn", and who did not hesitate to give his master "the wounds of
a friend". He retained his Huguenot conscience to the end. Nobody felt the
apostacy of their former hero and comrade in arms than he. D' Aubigne eventually
found his way to Geneva, the City of Refuge, where a tablet on the wall of the
Cathedral of St. Peter proclaims his faithfulness. It is ironical, perhaps, that there
is no memorial to John Calvin himself in his own Cathedral, according to wishes
expressed in his own last will and testament.

The name of the illustrious d' Aubigne is familiar to many through that of Merle
d' Aubigne, the 19th century Swiss historian of the Reformation, who also spoke
at the opening of the Theological College of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland in
1853, long known as the Assembly's College, and in recent years as Union
College, Belfast. ... "Their name liveth for evermore." The Genevan Reforma
tion was established in May 1536, so that its four hundred and fiftieth anniversary
[1986] is being currently celebrated there, especially at St. Peter's and at the
Auditorium of Calvin beside it.

---e---

• A PATTERN TO FOLLOW AND A
PICTURE TO ADMIRE •

Daniel 6

ROGER ELLSWORTH

DANIEL lived the kind of life that should have won him lots of friends and no
enemies. It was a life of pristine beauty.

But Daniel had his enemies! There were lots of people in the Medo-Persian
Empire who hated him. Some of it was due to jealousy. Men wanted the
recognition that came to Daniel without living the kind of life that earned the
recognition!
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Even more of it was the Jerusalem thing! Even though Daniel was far rcmoved
from Jerusalem, he brought Jerusalem and all it represented with him into
Babylon.

Daniel believed in one God, and he believed that men could do nothing to make
themselves acceptable to God. He believed that men must receive thc grace of
God or be forever lost.

Men still hate to be told that there is such a thing as finality in religion. And
they hate to be told that there is only one way to be saved. Tell them that (here are
lots of truths and lots of ways to be saved, and they acquiesce. But insist on one
God and one way to God, and they get very annoyed!

So the haters of Daniel decided to do away with him, and the means they chose
for doing so was the political system. They would manipulate the systcm to
murder Daniel. The same thing is still going on. Politicians who would be
horrified at the thought of performing an abortion themselves use politics to do it,
allowing themselves to keep a safe distance! In the corridors of power, they can
issue murderous edicts that allow them to be regarded as honourable peoplc.

How did these men manipulate the system? They convinced Dm'iu8 to sign a
decree that all prayers should be addressed to him for a period of thirty days.
Anyone who failed to comply would be thrown into a den oflions (verscs 6-7).

It is interesting that they put a time limit on it! They didn't want Darius to l1lake
the decree permanent! They didn't want him to get the idea that he was somc sort
of god! They only wanted to use him to get rid of Daniel.

The thought appealed to Darius and, without thinking of the effect it would
have upon Daniel, he signed the decree. Now the fat was in the fire! A decree of
the king could not be changed or altered. It had to be carried out (verse 8). So
Daniel had to cease praying to God or be thrown to the lions. His encmies must
have rubbed their hands in glee. They had Daniel right where they wantcd him!
They knew he would not stop praying to God, and they now had a dccree that
outlawed such praying - a decree that could not be changed!

A pattern to be followed

When Daniel learned about the writing, he did exactly what his enemies expectcd.
He prayed to God (verse la). Here we have the key to his greatness. Daniel,
this colossus of a man, was willing to be a child before God, humbly asking for
his favour.

One part of his praying is emphasized in particular, namely, his giving thanks
to God. Here is a man who is heading into real trouble, and he still finds reasons
to thank God! Is there anything for us to learn from this?

Some are troubled by the fact that Daniel seemed to make a show of his
praying. But this is not the case. The windows of that day were very high. The
only way that Daniel's enemies could know about his spiritual disciplines was by
getting someone to spy on him. This would have posed no problem for them since
Daniel, as a high-ranking official, would have had lots of servants in his house.
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The key question is whether we will we let Daniel speak to us about the
importance of setting and keeping spiritual disciplines? Will we let him speak
especially about setting for ourselves the discipline of prayer?

There is no greater need this day than for Christians to be disciplined, and there
is no point at which we need more to be disciplined than prayer. And there is no
point at which we are more challenged by the devil than prayer. As the following
lines indicate, the devil has no shortage of voices calling us from prayer:

"Christian! dost thou hear them,
How they speak thee fair?
'Always fast and vigil?
Always watch and prayer?'"

How should we respond to these voices? The same hymn gives the answer:

"Christian! answer boldly,
'While I breathe I pray';
Peace shall follow battle,
Night shall end in day."
(John Mason Neale)

Daniel prayed three times a day, not because it was commanded, but because
he knew the value of spiritual discipline. It was not a matter of legalism - earning
favour in the eyes of God. It was rather a matter of taking pleasure in God and
making himself useful to God.

What effect would it have on others if we were to take pleasure in spiritual
disciplines? What effect would it have if we were to set for ourselves the
discipline of prayer? The question before many of us is not will we pray when it
is very costly to do so but rather will we pray when it is easy to do so?

When Daniel's praying was reported, Darius had no choice but to follow his
own decree and throw Daniel into the lion's den (verses 12-17), but he was greatly
agitated that he had allowed himself to be tricked into setting a trap for the man
he respected so much (verse 18). The king did console himself with the possibility
that the God whom Daniel served would protect him from the lions (verse 16).

Early in the morning he rushed to the lion's den to see if his hope had been
realized (verse 19). His heart must have leaped for joy when he heard Daniel say:
"My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths that they have not
hurt me' (verse 22).

The God who made this world and all the lions in it has no trouble coming into
His world to shut the mouths of His lions.

This passage does not entitle us to conclude that every child of God will always
be spared from death. God doesn't always reward faithfulness in the same way.
Sometimes faithfulness to God causes Christians to lose their lives, as was the
case with Stephen (Acts 7:59), James (Acts 12:1-2) and Paul (2 Timothy 4:6). But
God always rewards faithfulness in some way.
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A picture to be admired

We cannot leave this passage without thinking about the Lord Jesus Christ, who
is so perfectly anticipated and pictured by Daniel.

Jesus stepped on the stage of human history some 500 years aftcr Daniel.
He lived a far better life than Daniel. While Daniel was faithful to God in so
many ways, he was still a flawed and imperfect man. But Jesus lived in perfect
obedience to God.

His life of faithfulness caused Jesus to be hated just as Daniel was. And the
haters of Jesus used their political power to condemn Jesus to death, just as
Daniel's enemies used their political power.

We can go further. There is a significant connection between the way in which
Daniel was condemned to death and the way in which Jesus was condclllned to
death. The condemnation of Daniel came about because Darius was caught in a
dilemma created by his own law. That law required the death of Daniel, whom
Darius earnestly desired to save but could not.

The condemnation of Jesus came about because God's law clearly stated "The
soul that sinneth, it shall die".

While the law of Darius was ill-advised, the law of God was just and holy. It
was the law that sinners should be eternally separated from God because of their
sins. Because God is merciful and kind, He purposed to spare sinners just as
Darius desired to spare Daniel.

So how was God to carry out the sentence He had pronounced upon sinners
and, at the same time, allow those sinners to go free? Jesus is the answer to that
dilemma. He went to the cross for the express purpose of receiving the sentence
God pronounced on sinners. Because Jesus received it, there is no penalty left [or
all those who believe in Him.

That brings us to a final parallel between Daniel and Jesus. Jesus was not
spared from death as Daniel was, but he was delivered from it. Just as Daniel was
lifted from the lions' den, so Jesus was lifted from the grave on the third day.

Because Jesus arose from the grave, we know that He is everything that He
claimed to be and that we must flee to Him as our Lord and Saviour.

---e---

• EXPOSTULATION •
Part V

WILLlAM COWPER

Now borne upon the wings of truth sublime,
Review thy dim original and prime.
This island, spot of unreclaim'd rude earth,
The cradle that received thee at thy birth,
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Was rock'd by many a rough Norwegian blast,
And Danish howlings scared thee as they pass'd;
For thou wast born amid the din of arms,
And suck'd a breast that panted with alarms.
While yet thou wast a grovelling, puling chit,
Thy bones not fashion'd, and thy joints not knit,
The Roman taught thy stubborn knee to bow,
Though twice a Caesar could not bend thee now.
His victory was that of orient light,
When the sun's shafts disperse the gloom of night.
Thy language at this distant moment shews
How much the country to the conqueror owes;
Expressive, energetic, and refined,
It sparkles with the gems he left behind;
He brought thy land a blessing when he came,
He found thee savage, and he left thee tame:
Taught thee to clothe thy pink'd and painted hide,
And grac'd thy figure with a soldier's pride;
He sow'd the seeds of order where he went,
Improved thee far beyond his own intent,
And, while he ruled thee by the sword alone,
Made thee at last a warrior like his own.
Religion, if in heavenly truths attired,
Needs only to be seen to be admired;
But thine, as dark as witcheries of the night,
Was form'd to harden hearts and shock the sight;
Thy druids struck the well-hung harps they bore
With fingers deeply dyed in human gore;
And while the victim slowly bled to death,
Upon the rolling chords rung out his dying breath.

Who brought the lamp that with awaking beams
Dispell'd thy gloom, and broke away thy dreams,
Tradition now decrepit and worn out,
Babbler of ancient fables, leaves a doubt:
But still light reach'd thee: and those gods of thine,
Woden and Thor, each tottering in his shrine,
Fell broken and defaced at their own door,
As Dagon in Philistia long before.
But Rome with sorceries and magic wand
Soon raised a cloud that darken'd every land;
And thine was smother'd in the stench and fog
Of Tiber's marshes and the papal bog.

19
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Then priests with bulls and briefs, and shaven crowns,
And griping fists and unrelenting frowns,
Legates and delegates with powers from hell,
Though heavenly in pretension, fleeced thee well;
And to this hour, to keep it fresh in mind,
Some twigs of that old scourge are left behind.
Thy soldiery, the Pope's well-managed pack,
Were train'd beneath his lash, and knew the smack,
And, when he laid them on the scent of blood,
Would hunt a Saracen through fire and flood.
Lavish of life, to win an empty tomb,
That proved a mint of wealth, a mine to Rome.
They left their bones beneath unfriendly skies,
His worthless absolution all the prize.
Thou wast the veriest slave, in days of yore,
That ever dragg'd a chain or tugg'd an oar,
Thy monarchs arbitrary, fierce, unjust,
Themselves the slaves of bigotry or lust,
Disdain'd thy counsels, only in distress
Found thee a goodly sponge for power to press.
Thy chiefs, the lords of many a petty fee,
Provoked and harass' d, in return plagued thee;
Call'd thee away from peaceable employ,
Domestic happiness and rural joy,
To waste thy life in arms, or lay it down
In causeless feuds and bickerings of their own.
Thy parliaments adored, on bended knees,
The sovereignty they were convened to please;
Whate'er was ask'd, too timid to resist,
Complied with, and were graciously dismiss' d;
And if some Spartan soul a doubt express' d,
And, blushing at the tameness of the rest,
Dared to suppose the subject had a choice,
He was a traitor by the general voice.
Oh, slave! with powers thou didst not dare exert,
Verse cannot stoop so low as thy desert;
It shakes the sides of splenetic disdain,
Thou self-entitled ruler of the main,
To trace thee to the date, when yon fair sea,
That clips thy shores, had no such charms for thee;
When other nations flew from coast to coast,
And thou hadst neither fleet nor flag to boast.
Kneel now, and lay thy forehead in the dust;
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Blush if thou canst; not petrified, thou must;
Act but an honest and a faithful part;
Compare what then thou wast with what thou art;
And God's disposing providence confess'd,
Obduracy itself must yield the rest. -
Then thou art bound to serve Him, and to prove,
Hour after hour, thy gratitude and love.

Has he not hid thee and thy favour'd land,
For ages, safe beneath His sheltering hand,
Given thee His blessing on the clearest proof,
Bid nations leagued against thee stand aloof,
And charged hostility and hate to roar
Where else they would, but not upon thy shore?
His power secured thee when presumptuous Spain
Baptized her fleet invincible in vain;
Her gloomy monarch, doubtful and resign'd
To every pang that racks an anxious mind,
Ask'd of the waves that broke upon his coast,
What tidings? and the surge replied - All lost!
And when the Stuart, leaning on the Scot,
Then too much fear'd, and now too much forgot,
Pierced to the very centre of the realm,
And hoped to seize his abdicated helm,
'Twas but to prove how quickly, with a frown,
He that had raised thee could have pluck'd thee down.
Peculiar is the grace by thee possess' d,
Thy foes implacable, thy land at rest;
Thy thunders travel over earth and seas,
And all at home is pleasure, wealth, and ease.
'Tis thus, extending His tempestuous arm,
Thy Maker fills the nations with alarm,
While His own heaven surveys the troubled scene?
And feels no change, unshaken and serene.
Freedom, in other lands scarce known to shine,
Pours out a flood of splendour upon thine;
Thou hast as bright an interest in her rays
As ever Roman had in Rome's best days.
True freedom is where no restraint is known
That Scripture, justice, and good sense disown.
Where only vice and injury are tied,
And all from shore to shore is free beside.
Such freedom is - and Windsor's hoary towers

21
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Stood trembling at the boldness of thy powers,
That won a nymph on that immortal plain,
Like her the fabled Phoebus woo'd in vain;
He found the laurel only - happier you
The unfading laurel, and the virgin too!

---e---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL •

P, KING (Hailsham)

Chapter 6
TRUST IN GOD

THE Jews, in their folly, turned away from Jehovah, building altars and idols
from wood and metal. Isaiah chapter 44 gives a graphic description of these idols,
showing how foolish it is to worship something the people made. Israel was trying
to make their religion more palatable to fit their ungodly lifestyle. Worldly
activity in the Church today follows a similar argument.

1. Destruction. Notice the authority the prophet had for all he said - "the word
of the Lord came unto me". Son of man is a phrase used extensively throughout
the prophecy, setting the book in a unique style, and bringing credibility to
Ezekiel. The mountains around Jerusalem were symbolic of protection, but even
these were of no use when the Babylonians attacked. Altars, desolate and broken
with dead bodies, littering the ground, show in stark relief the devastation. The
sacrifice of children is an example of the extent of the idolatry, underlining God's
prophecy that "your works may be abolished". The final humiliation came as the
Jews faced the inevitable defeat.

2. Deliverance. Time and again we see God's mercy in the middle of
destruction. It seems as if the Jewish nation will be completely destroyed, yet
verse 8 talks of a remnant that will escape the sword. They will be scattered but
preserved, and their witness will continue among the nations. Why? "Ye shall
know that I am the Lord."

3. Desolation. Isn't that enough? Even the land itself will be desolate as the
people taken into captivity die through disease, and those left in Jerusalem die by
the sword. The only escape is by God's mercy. The term one third must not be
taken literally, but to indicate a proportion, for history tells us thirds did not die of
pestilence although many did.

Thought. Think of your situation as a person in this world. God's judgement is
on this planet, by wars, plagues, terrorism, and at the end of the age total
destruction! How will you escape? Only as God is pleased to have mercy on you
and call you into His kingdom.

__J
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I-essons for our day

(a) All we hold as important in our worship and tradition will one day be
destroyed. Let us seek the kingdom of heaven and hold other matters with
a loose hand.

(b) We must, however, keep to God's Word, without making it of no effect with
vain traditions.

(c) We can easily lose hope and think the Church will be destroyed. Christ and
His Church will prevail. Stand firm!

(d) There is a tendency to mix with the world to gain the world. The church
that borrows from the thoughts and maxims of the world will soon corrupt
the purity of her worship, taking in worldly honour and enjoyment.

(e) Once our trust is put in anything other than God, we are on a disaster
course. Do not put your trust even in princes, is the biblical advice, and we
all do well to take that advice.

TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL THINE HEART

---e---

• THE SEED OF THE WOMAN •

HENRY LAW (1797-1884)

"I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel" (Genesis 3:15)

THESE are the first words of grace to a lost world. When were they spoken? - By
whom? - To whom?

When? Just after sin had come in, and innocence was gone, and man had
become a guilty creature before God. One command had been given, for the
purpose of seeing whether he would love, and fear, and serve his Maker. That one
command had just been trodden under foot.

Reader, pause here for one moment, and think. Some dream of earning eternal
life by doing God's will. This way has been tried. It failed. The end of it was ruin.
Our first parents were innocent, and had no inward movings towards evil, but they
rushed into it. We are born with hearts corrupt, and fully bent on sin, and can we
keep ourselves holy and spotless? It is a vain thought. Let us cast it away. We
cannot continue blameless. Our wicked nature is always drawing us out of the
slraight path of godliness. We have not stood blameless during one hour of one
day of our lives. The charge is true, and every honest conscience will confess it.

By whom were these words spoken? We read, "The Lord God said". What
proof is here, that our God is merciful and gracious! Think how He had been
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offended! Think, with what base ingratitude - with what contempt He had been
treated! Satan's lie had been trusted rather than His truth. His easy yoke had been
broken, as if it had been some hard restraint. The language of the proud heart had
been, We will not have our God to reign over us.

God, even He, descends. No thunder-bolt is in His hands, No avenging angels
follow to sweep the rebels into perdition. The voice which speaks is the voice of
mercy. The tidings, which are brought, are the tidings of deliverance.

o my soul, can you consider the Speaker, and not exclaim, Truly, God is good:
He willeth not the death of a sinner. Reason as the wife of Manoah did: If the Lord
were pleased to kill us, He would not, as at this time, have told us such things as
these (Judges 13:23).

To whom were these things spoken? Three only were present. First the guilty
pair. Mark their state: and learn from it that the first step in the way of salvation
is taken by God. We have sure evidence before us. He wills to save, when man
wills to die. He moves to save, when man moves to perish. Our first parents are
before Him, a picture of all fallen sinners, who should be born of them. As they
were, so are we by nature. They were sinners, blind and hardened. So are we.
Blind, I say - for their eyes were not opened to the awful condition into which
they had passed, or the awful misery which was now their lot. Hardened, I say 
for they did not confess their sin, or humble themselves, or weep tears of sorrow,
or utter prayers for mercy. Just such is man's natural blindness and hardness from
that day to this. And still to such God comes in love: to such God speaks of
recovery to His favour and His kingdom.

Reader, calmly meditate on this. You will see, that when man is all careless,
God is all care; when man can do nothing, God does all; when man deserves
nothing, God gives all. Salvation is from first to last of grace. Man rushes to hell.
Grace calls to heaven.

Next, another being was present. But there was no hope for him. He was only
told that destruction was his doom. We have here a proof that God makes a
difference between offenders. Let us not vainly ask, why mercy yearns over man,
and turns from the angels which fell? There can be but one reply, "Even so,
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight". And can we so reply, and not sing
praise, that we, who have so sinned, should be so pitied and have such rich
provision of pardon? 0 my soul, think on these things.

But what is this rich provision? We read the answer in the word, "her seed".
Here is a promise, that a deliverer should come into this world, who should be
born of a woman. If the question be put, "Who is this seed of the woman?", we
readily reply - the Lord Jesus Christ. The blessed Saviour. The only Redeemer.
The only begotten Son of God Most High. True - the voice of God here promises
that Jesus, appointed to save, should be made man - should be one of our family
by birth - should be bone of our bones, flesh of our flesh.

The fact is easily stated. But, reader, is it your habit to ponder over the great
and precious truths belonging to it? Mark! The mighty God, without ceasing to be
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God, becomes man to redeem us. Wonder of wonders! The like to this never has
been - never could be. Let the greatest king become the meanest beggar - let the
richest prince leave his palace for the vilest cell of a loathsome prison: it is as
nothing to the act of Jesus, when He left heaven to put on Him the rags of our
mortality. The Creator of all things appears a creature! The Almighty is a weak
babe! - the Eternal is a child of time! - the Infinite is contracted into the limits of
this poor flesh! Is not this the wonder of wonders? Is not this, grace which has no
bounds? Reader, do you seriously believe that Jesus thus humbled Himself even
for you? If you do, you cannot but feel that no debt can be like your debt; and that,
as heaven is high above the earth, so great is what you owe, beyond what you can
ever pay.

In the poor matters of this earth, a prince's or a noble's birth awakens signs of
far-extending joy. The banners wave. The steeples sound. The festive board is
spread. Shall we then call upon the realm of nature to celebrate with worthy praise
this praise surpassing fact? What! if the sun could hang forth millions of lamps,
each brighter in brilliance than itself; what! if each drop of ocean's water could
raise a chorus of ecstatic hallelujahs; what! if each leaf of every forest could cast
back the pealing shout; it would be shame to offer a tribute so unfit.

But there is a testimony of delight, which Jesus seeks. He is repaid, when
grateful hearts throw wide their portals to receive Him, and when welcoming
praise extols His saving name. 0 my soul, will you not then bid all that is within
you, to clap the hands of loving worship around the manger of Bethlehem?

When Abraham saw the day of Christ afar off, he rejoiced and was glad.
The unborn Baptist could not restrain emotion, when the unborn Jesus was
brought near.

The beacon-star filled the journeying sages with exceeding great joy. The
multitude of the heavenly host, who shared not in redemption's mercies, made
heaven's vault to echo with their praises. 0 my soul, can you be silent? Hear you
not the angel's cry? "I bring you good tidings of great joy." Will you not with
great joy drink in these tidings? "Unto you is born a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord." Will you not, in aged Simeon's spirit, clasp Him to the heart of faith, and
lift up the hymn of praise?

Next, have you, too, seriously pondered for what exact object Jesus became the
Woman's Seed? - our peace and happiness depend on the right knowledge of this.
It was just for this purpose, that He might be qualified to stand in the poor sinner's
stead; and might be in a condition to represent him. You know that the Word of
God has passed and cannot be called back: "The soul that sinneth, it shall die."
You know, too, that to die, in this sentence, means to suffer for ever the torments
of the lost. Under this condemnation you and I are brought by sin. You and I, then,
must thus endure, unless God be pleased to take the death of a sinless one in the
place of our death. Jesus is willing to bear all for us: how could He do so, without
being man? He could not. Therefore, He is made man. So when God's Truth and
.Justice say - I must have that man's life; Jesus is ready to reply - I am of his
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nature, here is my life for his. Mark, then, He is the Woman's Seed, that He may
have a life to lay down, and have blood to shed, for the ransom of such as we are.
See clearly, that Jesus takes man's flesh, that He may redeem from death all of
man's family, who trust in Him.

Thus, also, in man's nature, He obeys all the commandments of God. But the
righteousness thus worked out is not for Himself. It is wrought, that He may make
it over to all, who come to Him. This He never fails to do. So when the poorest
believer presents himself for admission into heaven, he can show, for his passport,
a perfect righteousness placed over him by Jesus. It is so all-sufficient, that, when
weighed in the balances of God, it lacks nothing.

I repeat these truths, because they are the groundwork of true faith. Jesus was
the Woman's Seed, that, being exactly as we are, yet without sin, His death might
go for our death. His righteouspess might stand for our righteousness.

Reader, are you a poor sinner, feeling your misery and dreading eternal wrath?
Flee to the Woman's Seed. There is pardon in Him to wash away all iniquities.
The faithful of the old world knew Him by no other name, but they believed God,
that, in due time, He would come, and thus satisfy for them. They looked to Him
who should be born. They looked, and none can look in vain.

Do you seek after a righteousness to make you fit to appear in heaven? It is all
ready in the Woman's Seed. Stretch out the hand of faith - take it, and it is yours
for ever. Whatever you need dwells richly in the Woman's Seed. Cast on Him
your vileness, and take His purity; cast on Him your poverty, and take His riches;
cast on Him your nothingness, and take His fulness, cast on Him your curse, and
receive His blessing.

Do you hesitate - do you stagger - fearful to approach one so excellent in
holiness? Well might you tremble, if bade to draw near to God in His glory. But
He, who calls you, is your Kinsman - the Woman's Seed.

You may fly up to Him on the wings of faith, and embrace Him with the arms
of faith, and cling to Him with the hands of faith, and lay your weary head upon
His breast, and tell Him all your sorrows; and you will find that His heart is a
brother's heart, as tender to compassionate as His power is all-sufficient to save.

Do you still stand doubting? What, when Jesus has come so far for you, will
you not stir one step towards Him? When He has stooped so low, will not
you ascend to Him? When He brings Himself, in man's form, to your very door,
will you not open and welcome Him? Surely there is enough in the Woman's
Seed to slay all unbelief; enough to win and conquer every heart. Here we see
heaven coming down to earth, that earth may be raised to heaven: Here we see the
Son of God becoming man, that men may become the children of God. Will not
this satisfy - persuade - allure? Surely God could do no more. Man, then, can say
no more.

I pause with this humble, earnest entreaty; read these few words again and
again, until you find the flame of faith and love kindling in your soul; and then,

___~J
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on the bended knees of gratitude, exclaim, I bless Thee, Heavenly Father, for the
promise in Eden of the Woman's Seed. I bless Thee, 0 Lord Jesus Christ, for
coming to save me, as the Woman's Seed. I bless Thee, Holy Spirit, for revealing
10 my soul the Woman's Seed.

---e---

• POSSESSIONS •

MAURICE HANDFORD (Poynton, Cheshire)

MAN'S instinct is to possess things. In this he differs from the rest of God's
creation - birds and animals for the most part have little instinct to possess. The
Bible raises no objection to personal property - indeed it recognises and
inculcates provision for the needy and the stranger and one's dependents. It does,
however, repeatedly stress that our best possessions are spiritual. Let us note some
enduring possessions which belong to the people of God.

We have a great High Priest (Hebrews 4:14)

What a great epistle this is! It speaks of the dignity of His Person - Jesus is the
Son of God; of the purity of His nature - "without sin" (verse 15) This epistle
stresses the efficiency of His sacrifice - it needed to be offered but once; and the
perpetuity of His office - He is a Priest for ever.

We are by nature sinful, and by ourselves unfit to have anything to do with a
holy God. Christ as Priest stands between ourselves and the Father. He represents
God to man, and man to God. He presents His people's prayers and obtains a
continual supply of all we need. The Lord Jesus Christ sympathises in all our
troubles, guides us in perplexities and preserves us in temptation, He has an
understanding mind, He is "touched with the feeling of our infirmities". He has a
compassionate neart and a mighty hand. He is able to give "grace to help in time
of need".

"Jesus, my great high Priest,
Offered His blood and died.
My guilty conscience seeks
No sacrifice besides.
His powerful blood did once atone,
And now it pleads before the throne."

We have an Anchor (Hebrews 6:19)

1\ stout anchor is an indispensable item of equipment aboard ship. It may not be
needed in calm waters but in time of storm it is essential.

The Christian hope holds the soul as an anchor holds the ship from drifting
hefore the winds and currents, and from sinking in despair.
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Have you an anchor? Is it strong enough for the day of storm? Some imagine
they are going to meet calm seas and favourable breezes all their voyage through,
and never reckon on the possibility of gales, rocks and buffeting waves.

We have an Advocate (l John 2:1-2)

It is a comforting thought that if we have an adversary (see 1 Peter 5:8) we have
also an Advocate. An advocate is one whom we call to our aid, to help us in a task
which is beyond us. Hence the lawyer pleads for his client and steers him through
the intricacies of the law.

The Lord Jesus is a successful and triumphant Advocate. Our sins have
offended God. Christ's advocacy is effective because He is the righteous one. We
can be sure that His plea for us will be acceptable. He is our most effective
Representative. "Christ is entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence
of God for us" (Hebrews 9:24).

We have a house not made with hands (2 Corinthians 5:1)

Paul and his contemporaries knew that at any time they might be called upon to
seal their witness in death. What if physical death should come? Paul had a
positive reply to this question: "We know that if our earthly house of this
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens." Note the certainty with which the Apostle writes.
What a prospect is held out before us - here is a hope that cheers our earthly
path. The Saviour Himself said, "In my Father's house are many mansions, if it
were not so I would have told you". There is room for all believers, for the least
as well as the greatest. The feeblest child of grace need not fear there will be no
place for him.

This eternal home has been prepared at tremendous cost. Our great Head and
Representative has gone before and has planted His banner in the land of glory.

"My knowledge of that life is small,
The eye of faith is dim.
But 'tis enough that Christ knows all,
And I shall be with Him."

These possessions are never a burden, they lighten our journey through life,
giving to us peace of mind and cheerfulness of heart.

If ye feel not faith then know that predestination is too high a matter for you to be
disputers of until you have been better scholars in the school-house of repentance
and justification, which is the grammar school wherein we must be conversant
and learned before we go to the university of God's most holy predestination
and providence. John Bradford, burnt at Smithfield, 1555
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• THE FUTURE OF JUSTIFICATION

BY FAITH •

A Review Article of The Future ofJustification, by John Piper
(IVP, 2008)

J. NORTH (Totton)

29

THE providential ways of God are truly amazing! Just after I had picked up this
hook, which is a response to N. T. Wright's views on the Apostle Paul and
Justification by faith (or otherwise), to read with a view to its review in these
pages, I received another publication which dealt with the question of the
justification of the Christian believer. This was a draft of an address given at a
recent meeting of the Sovereign Grace Union on the subject of Justification by
raith, delivered by Pastor Henry Sant of Southampton.

N. T. Wright is the current Bishop of Durham. We understand that he professes
Lo be an Evangelical and Reformed Believer. John Piper tells us in this book that
he has great respect for Wright. He tells us Wright "is a remarkable blend of
weighty academic scholarship, ecclesiastical leadership, ecumenical involvement,
prophetic social engagement, popular Christian advocate, musical talent, and
ramily commitment ... I am thankful for his strong commitment to Scripture
as his final authority, his defense [sic] and celebration of the resurrection of the
Son of God, his vindication of the deity of Christ, his belief in the virgin birth of
Jesus ... " (Piper, page 15). Dr. Piper also tells us that he submitted the first draft
of the manuscript of this book to Dr. Wright and received "a 11,000 word response
... that was very helpful in clarifying issues and (I hope) preventing distortions"
(page 10). Any quotations from Wright's works, therefore, in Piper's volume must
have been accepted by Dr. Wright as both faithful transcriptions and not taken out
of context. It is from this source that we will quote Dr. Wright.

Henry Sant tells us in his lecture that Wright was "with two other under
graduates at Oxford University ... responsible for a little book that was published
by the Banner of Truth Trust entitled The Grace of God in the Gospel".

I have to say that I have not read any volumes written by Dr. Wright. My only
reading of what he has written is from the quotations of Wright that have appeared
in volumes which have been written to answer Dr. Wright's views.

It is important that we have a correct view of the Protestant doctrine of
Justification by Faith Alone as this is the very foundation of the Christian life and
experience. Without the knowledge and experience of this we can have no
sLanding or acceptance before God. Bildad the Shuhite asked Job, "How then can
a man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman?
Behold even the moon, and it shineth not; yea, the stars are not pure in his sight.
Ilow much less man, that is a worm? and the son of man, which is a worm?" This



30 The Gospel Magazine

is the question of the ages. And it is this question that Dr. Wright is seeking to
answer and to which he is bringing "new light".

Whenever anyone brings "new light" we are always reminded of the words of
C. H. Spurgeon: "If it's true, it isn't new: If it's new, it isn't true." This is generally
a good rule of thumb to be followed. But one cries out, "The doctrine of
justification by faith alone as expounded by Martin Luther and the Protestant
Reformers was a new doctrine in its day!" But it is not quite true to say that.
Luther and the Protestant Reformers rediscovered that doctrine from the Holy
Scriptures (particularly from the Epistle to the Romans in the case of Luther) and
from the writings of the Church Fathers.

But what says Dr. Wright? "The discussions of justification in much of the
history of the church, certainly since Augustine, got off on the wrong foot - at
least in terms of understanding Paul - and they have stayed there ever since"
(What Saint Paul Really Said, cited by John Piper in The Future of Justification,
pages 60, 61).

And what is Dr. Wright's motive for looking again at Paul's doctrine of
Justification, and bringing new light thereto? Says Dr. Wright, "Once we relocate
justification, moving it from the discussion of how people become Christians to
the discussion of how that we know that someone is a Christian, we have a
powerful incentive to work together across denominational barriers. One of the
sad ironies of the last four hundred years is that, at least since 1541, we have
allowed disputes about how people became Christians - that which we thought
was denoted by the language of justification - to divide us, when the doctrine of
justification itself, urging us to unite across our cultural divides, went unheard"
(New Perspectives on Paul, cited by John Piper, op. cit., page 181). So the "cat is
out of the bag". We are not to define what justification is, but to accept any who
say they are Cluistians as being justified - their doctrine does not matter - just as
long as they give the appearance that they are leading a "Christian life". But does
this apply to non-Trinitarian cults as much as to non-Protestant churches such as
Roman Catholicism and the Orthodox churches? And, following this view will,
with no great effort, lead to a full union of the Protestant churches with the Church
of Rome!

Move or ignore the foundation, says Dr. Wright, and have regard to the
superstructure. It is that which is the most important. We beg to differ! We are
reminded of the parable with which the Lord Jesus Christ ended His Sermon on
the Mount, Matthew 7:24-27. It was the wise man that built upon a sure
foundation and the foolish man who built upon the sand. It was the foolish man
who relocated his foundation of how and where to build. He moved to the place
where it looked as if good buildings were being erected but, alas, it was with dire
consequences. "And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it" (Matthew 7:27
- my emphasis). As we reminded the readers of the Gospel Magazine in an earlier
issue: Martin Luther said the doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone is the article
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of the standing or falling of the Church. Get it wrong in the foundation and "great
will be the fall thereof'.

It is not the first time that there has been an attempt at a Via Media with the
('hurch of Rome, for this is the way in which we would describe Dr. Wright's New
!)erspectives. An attempt was made in the 1980s with the Anglican Roman
Catholic International Commission (ARCIC)'s statement on "Salvation and the
'hurch" in which there was a so-called meeting of theological minds of the CofE

lInd the Church of Rome who said that there was no difference after all between
Ihe two churches. Dr. David Samuel in his reply to ARCIC wrote:

The statement follows Newman and Kting in arguing, that the divine
declaration (i.e., justification) is also a creative word, which changes
inwardly the individual, creating subjective righteousness (sanctification).
This blurs and destroys the difference between justification and
sanctification, and robs justification of its special character and power to set
the believer free from the law.

This attempt by Dr. Wright no less "robs justification of its special character
and power to set the believer free from the law". A journal this writer received of
late from the USA printed a letter from one of its readers from which we take the
following quotation:

After skimming through a 68-page essay on the New Perspectives on Paul
I see nothing really new. It is the same old Romanizing trash that the papists
have been spewing out for centuries. The only thing different is the attempt
to paint it as a Jewish covenant being expanded by Paul to include Gentiles.
The rest is old, such as reading works into every reference to the
righteousness of faith, limiting the works not necessary for salvation to Old
Testament works, and redefining faith as faithfulness (i.e. works). The
essay clearly contradicts Paul's definition of the promises (Galatians 3) by
making the promises part of the covenant of "obedience". It also
contradicted what Paul says about justification by the blood, righteousness
being imputed by not imputing sin, and the Jews not attaining to
righteousness because they were seeking it through works.... (Quote from
The Christian News, 21/7/08).

There are a number of other interesting quotations from Dr. Wright made by
John Piper which we would do well to notice.

The discussions of justification in much of the history of the church,
certainly since Augustine, got off on the wrong foot - at least in terms of
understanding Paul - and they have stayed there ever since (What Saint
Paul Really Said, page 115, cited by Piper, page 37).

Paul's gospel to the pagans was not a philosophy of life, nor was it, even,
a doctrine about how to get saved (ibid., page 90; Piper, page 45).
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[The gospel] is not ... a system of how people get saved (ibid., page 46;
Piper, page 46) etc., etc.

And so Piper continues with his quotations from Dr. Wright; continues not only
to quote but also to demolish, quite effectively, Dr. Wright's views. But what of
Dr. Piper? What does he have to say of Justification by Faith? Is he correct in his
views? As far as this volume goes, he has only issued "A response to N. T.
Wright" and therefore we are unable to make a full judgment. However, it seems
to me that in much of modem scholarship and writing, and, particularly this
volume, there is a tendency to take the Apostle Paul out of the context of the
whole of Scripture. Justification is dealt with only in the context of the Apostle
Paul and his Epistles. But Justification by Faith is in the whole Bible, not just the
Pauline writings. Was not Abraham justified by faith in Christ? (John 8:57), and
Abel, before him? (Hebrews 11:4).

What, then, is the origin of Justification? "Justification," says Dr. John Gill, "is
an act of God's grace, flowing from His sovereign good will and pleasure; the elect
of God are said to be 'justified by his grace'; and as if that expression was not
strong enough to set forth the freeness of it, the word 'freely' is added elsewhere;
'Being justified freely by his grace' (Titus 3:7; Romans 3:24). Justification is by
many divines distinguished into active and passive. Active justification is the act
of God; it is God that justifies. Passive justification is the act of God, terminating
on the conscience of a believer, commonly called a transient act, passing upon an
external object" (Body ofDivinity, Book 2, chapter 5, section 2).

He further says: "Secondly, Justification is not only before faith, but it is from
eternity, being an immanent act in the divine mind, and so an internal and eternal
one; as may be concluded, 1. From eternal election: the objects of justification are
God's elect; 'Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? it is God that
justifies'; that is, the elect. Now if God's elect, as such, can have nothing laid to
their charge; but are by God acquitted, discharged, and justified; and if they bore
this character of elect from eternity, or were chosen in Christ before the world
began; then they must be acquitted, discharged and justified so early, so as
nothing could be laid to their charge: besides, by electing grace men were put into
Christ, and were considered as in Him before the foundation of the world; and if
they were considered as in Him, they must be considered as righteous or
unrighteous; not surely as unrighteous, unjustified, and in a state of
condemnation; for 'there is no condemnation to them which are in Christ'
(Romans 8: 1) and therefore must be considered as righteous, and so justified:
'Justified then we were,' says Dr. Goodwin, 'when first elected, though not in our
own persons, yet in our Head, as he had our persons then given Him, and we came
to have a being and an interest in Him.'"

Here is the root of Justification by faith, but what of the fruit? William Ames,
in his Marrow of Theology tells us that: "The judgment was, first, conceived in
the mind of God in a decree of justification (Galatians 3:8), 'The Scripture,
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foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith'. Second, it was
pronounced in Christ our head as He rose from the dead (2 Corinthians 5: 19),
'( ,od was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their sins to
Ihem'. Third, it is pronounced in actuality upon that first relationship which is
created when faith is born (Romans 8:1), 'There is therefore no condemnation to
Ihose who are in Christ Jesus'. Fourth, it is expressly pronounced by the Spirit of
(,ad witnessing to our spirits our reconciliation with God (Romans 5:5), 'The love
o!" God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to
liS'. This testimony of the Spirit is not properly justification itself, but rather an
actual perceiving of what has been given before as if in a reflected act of faith"
(page 161).

"Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and His righteousness, is the alone
instrument of justification; yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever
lIccompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh by
love" (Westminster Confession ofFaith, chapter 11, section 2). This is the fruit of
justification; viz. no dead faith, but faith that works by love. To know this no new
perspectives on Paul are needed but an understanding of the teaching of the Holy
Scriptures which are able to make wise unto salvation and that understanding
comes from the teaching of the Holy Ghost who leads into all truth. Thus Thomas

ranmer writes, "Wherefore, that we are justified by Faith only is a most
wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort ... " (Article 11 of the 39 Articles
of Religion).

Dr. Piper is to be commended for bringing to the notice of his readers the
aberrations from the Gospel and the doctrine of Justification by faith alone that
have come from the pen of Dr. Wright. In that respect his work is quite helpful,
but for my part, I consider that a clearer understanding of the "Old Divines"
would be more helpful.

And the future of Justification? It is the same as the past of Justification. All
Ihose who were given to the Lord Jesus Christ will be quickened and drawn by
the Holy Spirit to view Christ as their justification. Everyone! Not one will be
lost! Said the Lord Jesus, "Thine they were, and thou gavest them me" (John 17:6)
and, "All that the Father giveth to me shall come to me; and him that cometh to
me I will in no wise cast out" (John 6:37). As for the likes of those who bring
"new light" on old truths, the Scriptures tell us that, no matter what their profes
sion, "they went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us,
Ihey would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they may be
made manifest that they were not all of us" (l John 2:19). And because of this, the
I,ord's people need have no fear of them or their teachings, "for there must be also
heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among
ou" (l Corinthians 11:19).

[n conclusion, we cannot do better than to conclude with a quotation from
Pastor Sant's address on Justification which we mentioned earlier:
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This justification, then, is free; it is by grace. "Being justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. And if by grace, then
it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of
works, then it is no more of grace: otherwise work is no more work"
(Romans 11 :6). Faith and works are mutually exclusive one of the other!
And from whence does this justifying faith come? It comes from God.
"Faith of the operation of God" (Colossians 2: 12). It is, as I have said:
"Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith" (Hebrews 12:2).
0, we must look to Him for this faith, and looking to Him for this faith, we
will be looking to Him as our Justifier.

---e---

• BOOK REVIEWS •

The Letters to the Colossians and to Philemon. The Pillar New Testament
Commentary. Douglas B. Moo. Eerdmans Publishing Company and Inter Varsity Press. pp. 457,
hardback. £26.99 ISBN 978 I 84474341 4.

This well-produced commentary contains Prefaces by scholars, a list of Abbreviations, an
Introduction, Commentary, indexes (sic) of Authors, Subjects, Scripture References and Extra
biblical literature. It is regrettable that it uses Today's New International Version. It is an excellent
commentary, with full and clear discussion of the text. It does not absolutely require a knowledge
of Greek and Hebrew, although that would help the reader in some places. It has full footnotes on
many points raised, and discusses the various commentators adequately on any given verse or
subject. This is a really valuable tool for anyone either studying or looking up a point that needs
deciding or a meaning. In addition, the application to the modern day is given forcefully and
graciously. One feels one is dealing with a gentleman and scholar who would not knowingly mislead
or be ungracious, and is safe to trust - in measure! E.M.

The Calvinistic Methodist Fathers of Wales. Volume I (of two).John Morgan Jones
and William Morgan, translated by John Aaron. The Banner of truth Trust. pp. 800, hardback. Both
volumes £40.00. ISBN 978 0 85151 997 5.

Wales today is a spiritual desert. Few in Wales today care for one of the richest spiritual Christian
heritages in the world. The great movements of God in the land are unknown. That is because the
Ministers who occupied the pulpits of the chapels in the latter part of Queen Victoria's reign, turned
to empty Modernism.They regarded the Bible as no different to any other book. So when this book
was published in 1890, it fell on stony ground.They had no sympathy with the work of God in their
father's time. The people were kept oblivious of their wonderful, wonderful past, and still are. In
speaking to a neighbour a few months ago, he told me he did not believe any of that superstition,
meaning the Gospel. The chapels and churches are poorly attended, with many closed.

This book appeared in Welsh, so remained unknown in England. It describes the work of God in
the souls of the great spiritual fathers of the land in the 18th century, such men as Griffith Jones,
Daniel Rowland, Howell Harris,William Williams, and others.They had faults, and struggled through
many difficulties and much opposition but through them God turned thousands upon thousands to
Christ. The book describes the power of Christ through them on their hearers, even the most
hostile and godless.
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The doctrines taught by these men were those of grace, of God's free choice from eternity, man's
In and inability to save himself, the irresistible work of the Holy Spirit, and the preservation of the

·,nints. God's call and anointing on the preachers is so evident in the way God used them, and their
willingness to endure, to suffer, and to continue preaching to the end. Their fruit remained - all
Inarks of a true revival.

Most of those who read this will know something of some of these men through J. C. Ryle's
'hristian Leaders, and allusions to them in Dr. Martyn L1oyd-Jones' sermons. This is a much more
ntisfying and fuller account.

I would that every Welsh Christian would buy a copy or copies of this book and place them in
rhe hands of local ministers, with the prayer that they would read them. I bought books out of the
library of a deceased Welsh evangelical preacher near here, but nothing of this standard. What an
xcellent book! 0 Lord, make these books known in the land.

The Banner ofTruth have done a great service in publishing these volumes. E.M.

Jesus Christ - Teacher, Servant and Saviour. John Stott. Inter-Varsity Press. pp. 64,
paperback. £3.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 323 O.

This book comprises I3 Bible studies based on part one of John Stott's book, The Incomparable
'hrist and His Ministry. Each study explores an aspect of Christ from one of the books of the New

Testament. Every chapter has relevant questions and a summary of the teaching and applications
for the reader. Both the NIV and RSV are recommended. It is designed for group study with
guidelines for the leader included at the back. There are commentary notes included to give a
clearer understanding of some of the verses. This book gives an all-round view of Christ and His
ministry and would be helpful for any Christian, young or old, in developing their understanding of
our Saviour. G.E.E.

Living Faith. Samuel Ward.Adapted and paraphrased from his sermons by Richard Rushing.The
Banner ofTruth Trust. pp. 96, paperback. £3.25. ISBN 978 0 85151 980 7.

Samuel Ward's words form two thirds of this little book and J. C. Ryle's Memoir of Samuel Ward
supplies the last third. Ward's exposition of the text, "The just shall live by faith" (Habakkuk 2:4;
Romans I: 17; Galatians 3: I I; Hebrews 10:38) is in four parts: The Life of Faith; The Folly of
Neglecting Faith; Faith Gives Abundant Life; A Final Encouragement to the Exercise of Faith. The
word "liVing" in the title shows Ward's emphasis on the everyday practice of faith a Christian
,~hould make. "Faith is the doorway to the power of God" (page 9). It is to be put into use:" ... fire
In unstirred coals does not glow" (page 20). Many might be surprised that a Puritan should speak
of faith bringing joy and that "it is unsuitable for Christians to go about drooping and hanging the
head". But he warns that Christian joy is to be different from that of worldly people - "Do you
need to stoop to the world's puddle to drink?" (page 29). There is much in this little book to
rllStore wilting confidence and to strengthen in affliction. Its probing questions and easily
IInderstood scriptural answers are its own strong recommendation.

The last third covers the life of Samuel Ward (1577-1639). When 26 years old he was appointed
hy the Corporation of Ipswich to the office of town preacher, a position of great importance in
Ihose days, and he was minister of St. Mary-Ie-Tower for about thirty years. He was twice
prosecuted for non-conformity by his bishop, on the second occasion being imprisoned as a result.
Ills parish was offered a replacement minister, but they refused: "they would have Mr. Ward, or
1I0ne." Bishop Ryle says that his sermons "were always to the point, with the object of exalting the
I.ord Jesus as high as possible, to cast down man's pride, to expose the sinfulness of sin and to show
the gospel as the remedy". Such an approach makes this book as valuable to be kept in the pocket
lIS on the church literature table. G.F.H.H.
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L1oyd-Jones - Messenger of Grace. lain H. Murray. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 288,
hardback. £ 16.00. ISBN 978 0 85151 975 3.

This excellently written book is not a biography, though there are some biographical details.As lain
Murray says, his main aim is to restate some of the main lessons of Dr. Martyn L1oyd-Jones' ministry,
~tarting with the preaching of the Word of God.

His ministry spanned the period of the 20th century when preaching fell into decline. It is the
lessons and legacies of L1oyd-Jones' ministry, which marked out a distinctively different path, that
lain Murray recounts and analyses in a most perceptive way.

Fundamental to L1oyd-Jones' view was that where Christianity is presented in a man-centred way,
its distinctive nature is lost. Many insist nowadays that people cannot concentrate for more than
fifteen minutes, regarding this as the span within which sermons must be confined. L1oyd-Jones saw
things differently: that where there is power in preaching, few minds in the pew will wander.

Like all famous preachers, L1oyd-Jones had distinctive views, many of them incontrovertible, such
as his protests against biblically and doctrinally weak sermons (page 42).A few others are open to
debate, such as his opinion that the publication of sermons in the 19th century had harmed
preaching - by which he meant sermons prepared with a view to their being published as well as
preached (page 20).

There is so much food for thought in this book that some may find it useful to assimilate it at a
chapter a time. This is especially true of the incident at the National Assembly of Evangelicals at
Central Hall, London, in October 1966, when L1oyd-Jones spoke on Christian Unity, and the
controversial decision to cancel the 1970 Puritan Conference. Both these events are carefully
analysed.

One of lain Murray's many useful observations is that God does not build His kingdom on
repetitions. Therefore this book is not a call to imitate another preacher's style, since there is
individuality in every ministry. L1oyd-Jones was very different from Spurgeon, with whom he is
compared and contrasted in chapter 6. This is a most valuable point; for it has not been unknown
for one preacher to mould his ministry on another's, which apparently is what some of Spurgeon's
students did.

With that in mind, the chance of hearing L1oyd-Jones preach, by way of a CD on the inside of
the back cover, is not only likely to be beneficial, but will further enhance and elucidate the content
of the foregoing pages. P.L.M.

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we
regretfully are not in a position to supply your requirements.
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