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• EDITORIAL • 

"Thus saith the Lord God of Israel ... I took your father Abraham from the 
other side of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, 

and . .. gave him Isaac: And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave 
unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children went 

down into Egypt" (Joshua 24:I-4) 

THE way God disposes of lands and nations is a mystery. Here God speaking 
directly says "I gave" three times, and says He directed Abraham to Canaan, and 
then two generations later, gave Canaan to Jacob, and Mount Seir to Esau. There 
could not be a clearer declaration that God decides who has what land. 

There is a movement amongst Christians to say the Jews have forfeited Canaan, 
and the promises are spiritual and transferred to the Church. It is called 
"Replacement Theology". 

In our verses God raises up descendants to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob on the 
one hand, and to Esau on the other. He has raised up both Jew and Muslim at this 
hour, and all their leaders, typified by such as Ben Gurion and Abdul Nasser, and 
today in Iran and Israel. 

God here says clearly that His hand is behind all great events, especially the 
apportioning of the "crossroads of the world". The Lord Sabaoth still, unseen, 
raises up situations and rules in judgment. Who put us under the rule of Europe, 
or brought our immigrants here? 

Then our verses stress that God gives children. We have aborted seven million 
so far. When we remove this beam from our eye, we will see clearly to remove 
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the dust-mote in the Jew's eye. Has God replaced our children? Yes, by other 
races' children. 

Our verses make prominent that prosperity is the gift of God, in the words "to 
possess it". Esau's land of Edom gained vast prosperity by possessing the main 
trade route from Egypt northwards. By contrast the nomad Jacob received very 
little, even with all his flocks and herds. The same God gave us prosperity, and is 
removing it. 

Our verses press home another truth, "but Jacob and his children went down to 
Egypt". Vacating the land for long periods is no argument against God-given 
possession, no, not even though Amorites had to be fought to obtain it on return, 
nor even that Jews had never possessed an inch of the land save one cave and a 
field. In fact it is given as a reason why they should regard it as their own. Why 
is that so? Because God ordered the whole matter and sent them down to Egypt, 
even promising Abram long before, they would be evil entreated there 400 years 
and return again. Has God changed this time round? 

The reason for all this is not hidden from us. God told Abram that the iniquity 
of the Amorites was not yet full . God commanded Moses to destroy them utterly. 
When the Amorites crossed a line, invisible to us, they had exhausted God's 
forbearance. Let Muslims and in particular ourselves fear. 

As saints of the Lord, let us be ruled by the Lord Jesus in this matter. He knew 
the prophecies and saw to the very bottom of things. He refused to side with either 
Jew or Gentile, or say the Church took the Jews' place. Rather, in His Cross, He 
broke down the middle wall of partition between both, so those born of the Spirit, 
Jew and Gentile, are in Messiah, spiritual children of Abraham by faith. Outside 
the new birth, nothing has changed. These promises were to physical Israel, not 
the Church. 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recommended by the brethren unto 
the grace of God" (Acts 15:40) 

THE contention was so sharp between Paul and Barnabas that they "departed 
asunder one from the other". The word translated "contention" is paroxusmos. It 
means excitement and can be good, as "to provoke [excite] unto love and to good 
works" in Hebrews 10:24. However, here it seems to indicate anger as in "is not 
easily provoked" in 1 Corinthians 13:5, but not a fierce quarrel, only in the sense 
of a sharp irritation. However, it is not a good word normally, and a sickness 
which seems to depart and then returns with a vengeance is called "a paroxysm of 
sickness". Likewise a row growing louder as the quarrel gets worse is called "a 
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paroxysm of contention". This is sadly borne out by "departed asunder", meaning 
they were severed from each other forcibly. 

They had wanted to revisit the brethren in every city where they had preached 
the word of the Lord, and to see how they did. That was an excellent thing to do. 
Sadly, their young minister, John Mark, was the cause of the split. He was nephew 
[cousin] to Barnabas, but Paul considered him unreliable, for the good reason that 
once before he had left them in the lurch. So, "Barnabas took Mark and sailed 
unto Cyprus; and Paul chose Silas and departed". But God's Word adds, "being 
recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God". 

WE CHRISTIANS ARE ONE IN SPITE OF PARTINGS OF THE WAYS 

Leave aside whether Barnabas was guilty of nepotism, or Paul of over
rigorousness, both questions you and I are not called or equipped to make a 
judgment on. Where Scripture is silent, we go softly. Later God clearly shows 
us that Paul still accepted Barnabas as a fellow worker, when writing to the 
Corinthians, and in prison later speaks of Mark as profitable to him for the 
ministry. There was an inner unity between these men that was not broken by their 
partings. That does not mean Paul and Barnabas are ever said to work together 
again. We have that unity of spirit, not of the flesh. I wish all ecumenists would 
learn that. It is an inward and spiritual unity, not visible, nor does it demand we . 
absolutely agree on every point, or have one visible Church and end 
denominations. Never was the Church more corrupt than when a monolith before 
the Reformation. Far less that we agree with everyone of every persuasion that we 
are all fellow-travellers to heaven, whatever our route, all equally acceptable to 
God. Nor is it that each of us has one facet of a many-sided truth, and so need all 
insights to complete the whole. 

The problem ecumenists and their close brethren, the one-world-religion inter
faith ecumenists, will not face is, the claims of Jesus Christ to be God, the only 
Way to God, the only Truth in the whole world, and that whoever does not believe 
in Him is lost eternally. Nor will they accept that God is the Three Persons in One 
God-the-Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as anything but an insight or a point 
of view. Because they will not stand by that absolute Truth, they fail to grasp true 
unity. For the three Persons are One God, thus true unity is in diversity. 
Underneath, Paul, Barnabas and John Mark were one in Christ Jesus. They all 
fervently believed in Jesus as the only Name given under heaven whereby we 
must be saved, and spent their lives preaching it. That is different to all 
mechanically repeating as a mantra "Jesus is Lord". He is the One and Only Lord, 
no other being countenanced, either philosopher or religious leader or god. Others 
may call Him "Lord" in the sense of "Lords many", but that is a million miles 
from what united Paul, Barnabas, and John Mark. This teaching they clung to so 
tenaciously isn't just found in certain proof texts, but in the very warp and woof 
of Scripture. 
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WE CHRISTIANS MAKE NO CLAIM TO BE PERFECT 

However, this verse certainly raises the question of Christian perfection, or when 
is a sin a sin? The Gospel Magazine came into existence partly to answer John 
Wesley's teaching on Christian Perfection. There was a strong parting of the ways 
between Wesley and those who are named "Calvinists", who denied his teaching 
on perfection. Wesley taught that it was possible for a Christian to be free of sin 
and perfect in love. And there is plenty of evidence that Wesley put Calvinists out 
of the Methodist churches. Yet you do not find even those he put out accusing him 
of not being a Christian brother. Nor did he accuse them of having left the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints. There is an inward spiritual unity far 
transcending even very sharp partings of the ways. 

Certain things mark an action as sinful. The parting of two Christian brothers, 
Paul and Barnabas, in such circumstances is certainly not perfect love, nor perfect 
walking in the light and so having fellowship one with another. Proverbs is plain, 
"only by pride cometh contention". 

We are sinners even though we are born of the Spirit. The old nature is alive 
and well in us alongside the new nature born from above, and the two cannot live 
at peace together. They are in a fight to the death, and they both claim exclusive 
sovereignty over our hearts. So that, ye cannot do the things that ye would, for the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. This is a fact of 
experience, not to be rejected. 

Other Christians are sinners also, so we cannot always see eye to eye. When 
we read God's Word, our eyes are still somewhat clouded. That will only end 
when we know even as we are known, in heaven. So what is an obvious truth in 
the Bible to you, may not be so to me. God does not make clones, men do that. 
God makes diversity, but there is a wonderful inner harmony and unity in all His 
works, reflecting His Trinity in Unity. 

We are driven by strong passions. We are not made up of pure reason, but 
pride, prejudice, selfishness, and insisting on our own way, are all still present 
with us as saints of the Lord. Differences will inevitably arise with other 
Christians. 

The Apostles were sinners, and showed it. In Cornelius' house Peter accepted 
that the Gentiles were saved by simple faith, no law-keeping of any sort, and 
argued for that at the great gathering in Jerusalem. But later when in Antioch he 
was swayed to refuse to eat with Gentile Christians. That might appear a small 
matter, but what Peter was doing was to say that to be saved it was also necessary 
to keep the Law of Moses. That was a denial of justification by grace. Paul 
branded himself a sinner even more strongly, saying he was "the chief of sinners", 
and that long after he was saved. Brethren, if those wonderful men were sinners, 
how much more are we! 

Even the greatest Christians have been conscious of sin remaining within. 
Augustine when dying lay in a bare room, only his illegitimate son with him, and 
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refusing to have the walls decorated with anything but penitential Psalms. You 
could go through a vast number of deathbed scenes of holy men of God, and find 
very similar thoughts, that only Grace could save such a wretch. Are we better 
than they? The sun has just broken through the November mist and at once I am 
conscious of floating specks of dust that in the poorer light a few moments ago I 
was quite unaware of. The nearer you draw to Christ, the more His radiance will 
reveal sins in you. 

Sin is admitted by any honest Christian. No truthful person can deny it. 
Beware of schools of holiness that promise if you fulfil certain conditions you will 
be made perfect. I once read a book on holiness that had the holy face of the 
author on the cover, who stressed he was sinlessly perfect, and that the reader 
could be. Naturally, that touched a spot with me, and I read on, until I came to a 
heading, "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us". I was surprised and pained to see the author said that whilst he was sinless, 
he still had faults and failings, but these were not sins. I put the book down. Later 
I lived with two very fine missionaries who had worked in the Congo, who each 
told me of the day many years before, when separately, they had become perfect 
and ceased from sin. So I watched with great interest, and soon noticed they 
tended not to get on together. The lady, after one of these small altercations said 
to me that though they were sinless, yet they still had weaknesses, but these were 
not sins. I felt less sure that was so than she did. Call a spade a spade. Leave to 
the world all its better sounding names to camouflage sin. This same truthfulness 
will stop an honest Christian saying he once was the defeated Christian of 
Romans 7, but has now become the victorious Christian of the early verses of 
Romans 8. To say sin is dead in us and no longer alive or present, is a claim much 
more likely to be made by an immature Christian. 

Sin does such damage to the Lord's work. It seems wrong that we are left after 
conversion with this thing inside us. Surely God does not will it? We long for 
holiness. We know it stops us being fruitful to God, and destroys lives around us. 
How many would we have led to Christ, but they saw sin in us, and it put them 
off. We have infected others, emboldened others in sin by example since being 
saved, and failed to speak to many of Christ because of our innate fear, laziness, 
hardness of heart, and a thousand other sins that should not be there in us. We 
have hurt many by sinful words and actions. 

God has allowed sin to remain in the hearts of His born-again children to 
teach us war. The Lord left the Canaanites in the land with their chariots of iron, 
to teach the children of Israel who had never experienced war as their fathers had 
done, how to fight. We can know things are wrong, but only gradually turn away 
from gross sins, and things which appear to be friendly to us, but are deadly. What 
caused the sin of Sodom, but attractive things: "pride, fullness of bread, and 
abundance of idleness". 

To keep us wakeful. "Watch" is the command, for temptations come uninvited 
and we must at a second's notice rouse up and fight for very life. Sleep is our 
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enemy. Once we had a high walled garden full of Upas trees with white bell
like flowers which gave off a strange heavy scent on a hot night. We were 
warned never to succumb to the temptation to sleep under them as they gave off 
a poison. How often people in simpler countries have on a cold night slept with 
the charcoal brazier in the room. They are fortunate if found merely unconscious 
next morning. 

To keep us from entanglement with wrong. Christians are often divided into 
those who really set themselves to follow the Lamb withersoever He goeth, and 
those who, by God's blessing kept from drugs, drink, and things that hold back 
others from achieving prosperity, cease watching and entangle themselves 
prosperously with the world. Soldiers do not entangle themselves with the affairs 
of this life, that they may please Him who has chosen them to be soldiers. The 
New Testament has many such warnings. 

To give us victory. The only way to quit sin is to overcome it. We have to fight 
to win. It is by watchfulness, prayer, obedience to God's Word, and the Holy 
Spirit warning, strengthening, and restoring us in our many falls, and reliance on 
God's grace in Christ. The secret is to hate the sin, and that means war. Any sin 
we love, tolerate, or excuse, we go on practicing. Pray to be given a loathing of 
your sins, not to be spared battles. But I am certain that when I enter heaven this 
hateful thing will have been defeated. Perfection is by the blood of Christ, and we 
will spend eternity praising the blood. 

GOD PLANNED THIS DIVISION FOR GREAT GOOD 

From this parting between two good and great men, God taught the Christian 
Church how to grow. it is often said, and with truth, that all mission work follows 
Carey in method. But Carey only followed Paul. Paul was a most remarkably 
clear-sighted and highly gifted man, spiritually and from his natural birth. God 
equipped him to do something Barnabas and the other Apostles were not equipped 
to do, and that was to set out a blueprint for all growth in the Church. So God in 
that sense parted them. It is not an accident that Luke stayed with Paul and 
wrote down his methods. Barnabas no doubt did great work in evangelizing, and 
even more so the other Apostles, but their methods were not deemed worthy by 
God of being recorded. Only Paul was chosen of God to lay down God's method 
of evangelizing. 

We have a clue to that in the words "being recommended by the brethren unto 
the grace of God". That is not written of the departure of Barnabas, but only of 
Paul, as both went off evangelizing. God apparently made the Antioch church take 
Paul's side, so as to set our eyes upon him. 

Paul went to major towns. Have you ever taken a map and wondered why he 
missed out this or that major town, and chose another to stop in? The answer 
is truly that He was guided by God's Spirit, but he needed protection from the 
Jews who would kill him if they could. So he went where there were Roman 
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magistrates who could be appealed to. The other reason for preaching in cities was 
to evangelize the area through the converts taking the Gospel out into the country 
round about, thus not stretching himself impossibly, and leaving him free to move 
on and start another work of God. In each city he went first to the Jews, as they 
come first in God's sight, were of his own race, and also they had the Bible 
knowledge to know what he was talking about. His preaching follows the pattern 
of Stephen's sermon, and is quite unlike modem evangelism, urging men to 
"come to Jesus". It is factual, starts with Bible history and so prophecy, showing 
his hearers God had prepared their race to accept the prophesied Messiah, but they 
like their ancestors were disobedient. He then stated the facts of Jesus' perfect life, 
fulfilling the prophecies. He did not try to hold back unpalatable truth, but stated 
boldly Jesus died a shameful death reserved for criminals, as this was the great 
stumbling block for the Jews and Gentiles. He stated the resurrection, God's 
stamp of acceptance of that sacrifice for sin, and the ascension and Day of 
Judgment. He rested his case upon history. He ended by warning his hearers of 
the consequences of rejection. 

He did something more. He did not just evangelise and depart, but gathered a 
church, a body of believers. If not forced out by the Jews, he stayed to establish 
the believers, but sometimes had to depart in three weeks or less. Before he did, 
he ordained elders, or came back to do so, choosing with prayer and fasting. He 
did not stay to run the church, but trusted the Holy Spirit to do this. These babes 
in Christ went through fierce persecutions, and were drawn towards a host of false 
teachers. Though they had taken gods and philosophers out of the centre of their 
minds, and put Jesus in their place, yet great areas of their minds were still under 
the sway of their old idolatrous or immoral heathen ways. So Paul did not 
abandon them, but kept in touch. Here he is going back to revisit the churches he 
founded. He wrote to them when he could not go in person, and there is no heresy 
or cult or ism today that was not there at the beginning. He answered the lot. 

CONCLUSION 

See how much damage John Mark did by departing from the work. He separated 
chief friends, and saddened the church in Antioch. We never hear in Scripture that 
he was much used of God again in evangelizing. He was still a "minister" not 
more, when years later Paul was in prison. Falls like his are not got over in two 
minutes. Beware of sharp differences with other Christians, for though in this case 
God overruled for good, it has not always been so. It is different where the 
separation is because a man has to be disciplined, and Paul did that later without 
doing wrong. Sin is never far from us, ready to attack, and relationships are the 
usual way. This is the matter that needs watching continually. 

Avoid sinless perfection teachings. We are to be perfect, even as our Father in 
heaven is perfect, but let us not achieve that by names and words, but call sin, sin. 
We do not see a little place of safety from all this storm of temptation on the 
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horizon, so once by "faith" we can enter it the battle is over and we are never 
troubled again by this thing. It is a mirage. No, we strive with sin until victorious. 
The secret is to have a hatred of each sin. Ask God to give you that. And when 
you fall, as you well may, get up, confess and go on. I once heard a Christian 
sergeant in the army medical corps say that the bravest soldier he ever saw was a 
man kneeling beside his bed amid the jeers of the others. The man was in a 
veneral disease ward, and the tears were running down his face. He said he saw 
the man day by day afterwards reading his Bible. Jesus died for sinners, and loves 
sinners, not those who excuse their sins, nor the perfect in their own estimation. 

--·--

• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

CARINE MACKENZIE 

RESPECT FOR GOD'S NAME 

DO you know what your name means? Every name has a meaning and it can be 
interesting to look up in a book or on the internet the meaning of your name and 
the names of your friends and family. It can be very hurtful and upsetting if 
someone calls us a nasty name. •. J.i.. " 

The Name of God is very important and the Third Commandmcpt teaches us to 
treat God's Name with respect and honour and warns us of the danger of using 
God's Name wrongly. God's Name tells us what He is like and all that He does. 
On Mount Sinai the Lord descended in a cloud and stood with Moses, and 
"proclaimed the name of the Lord" (Exodus 34:5). He proclaimed "the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin and that 
will by no means clear the guilty (Exodus 34:6-7). What an amazing description 
of God's Name. God's Name is holy because God is holy. We should "praise the 
name of the Lord for his name alone is excellent" (Psalm 148: 13). 

God's Name can be misused or taken in vain, when people use God's Name in 
conversation without thinking, just as an exclamation of surprise or horror. People 
blaspheme God's Name when they defy Him and cast doubt on His character. 
Rabshakeh said outrageous things against the Lord to Hezekiah the king. He 
mocked Hezekiah for trusting in the Lord (2 Kings 19). This was dreadful 
blasphemy. 

We can honour God's Name by giving Him praise and thanksgiving. "I will 
praise thy name 0 Lord, for it is good" (Psalm 54:6). God loves His people to call 
on His Name in prayer asking for help and believing His Word. We can honour 
God by reading His Word and thinking about it. The Lord hears when we speak 
together about Him. A book of remembrance was written before Him for them 
that feared the Lord and that thought upon his Name (Malachi 3:16). 
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When the Lord Jesus came to Jerusalem to face the agony of the Cross, crowds 
of people gathered to greet Him. "Hosanna," they shouted, "to the Son of David. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord." Jesus the Son of God was 
about to die, to take the punishment for the sin of His people. He rose again 
victorious over death. But God highly exalted Him and gave Him a Name that is 
above every name. At the Name of Jesus every knee will bow, either in mercy or 
in judgement, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father (Philippians 2:10-11). 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the missing words. The initial letters of your answers will spell out a 
description of God's Name found in Proverbs chapter 18. 

1. Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; shew forth his from day to 
day (Psalm 96:2). 

2. Let them praise thy great and name; for it is holy (Psalm 99:3). 

3. But let all those that put their trust in thee ... Let them also that 
love thy name be joyful in thee (Psalm 5:11). 

4. Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; bring an and 
come before him (1 Chronicles 16:29). 

5. 0 let not the oppressed return ashamed; let the poor and praise 
thy name (Psalm 74:21). 

6. God said to Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel the Lord 
God of your fathers ... hath sent me unto you; This is my name for ever and 
this is my memorial unto all (Exodus 3:15). 

7. I will ... praise thy name for thy loving-kindness and for thy 
for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name (Psalm 138:2). 

8. Neither is there salvation in any ; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

9. I will on thy name; for it is good before thy saints (Psalm 52:9). 

10. Praise the Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, 
make mention that his name is (Isaiah 12:4). 

11. In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy shall they 
be exalted (Psalm 89:16). 

None but God has a right to sit on the throne. I would join with an archangel to 
cast Jesus Christ from the throne, were He not God over all blessed for evermore. 

Mr. Hill 
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• A SERMON • 

REV. J. VAN LODENSTEYN ( 1620-1677) 

Supplied by A. W. DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel, The Netherlands) 

Rev. Jodocus van Lodensteyn was born in 1620 in Delft in The Netherlands, the city where his 
father was a mayor and deacon to the Reformed Church. He was bought up in a Godly atmosphere 
and when he was young he felt the desire to win souls for Christ. The young Jodocus went to study 
in Utrecht, which was a beacon of the Further Reformation, a movement related to the Puritans, 
which sought not only to reform the Churches, but also the lives of the people. 

In 1624 he was ordained as a minister in Zoetenmeer and in 1650 he accepted a call to Sluis. He 
was installed in 1653 in Utrecht, the Church he served until his death in 1677. Rev. Van Lodensteyn 
warned against many sins and the wrath of God over them, but his sermons give also testimony of 
deep experimental exercises. This, the following sermon, is the first one in a book of nine sermons, 
published after his death. 

"What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 

which are God's" (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

Introduction 

Dear hearers! Wisdom is needed to speak about the topic of dying, as well, for 
those speaking, as those who will hear it. I hope that God the Lord will teach it to 
us and let us understand it by His Spirit. 

That we are God's own, we confess in our catechism: 1 we say as well, that our 
Lord Jesus is anointed to be a Prophet, Priest and King, and that so all Christians 
should be prophets, to proclaim the virtues of Him, who brought them out of 
darkness into His marvellous light (2 Peter 2:9). 

They should be priests, to sacrifice themselves with soul and body to God, in 
His service. 

They should be kings, to reign over their lusts and desires, over mind and will. 
But how few amongst us have come thus far! Everybody lives and loves 

himself; they do not even think that they are God's own. And even so-

1. The first man saw, before the fall, that God created everything, and that God 
created him as well, and that everything was created because of God; therefore 
man should bring everything again to Him; because all he had, he received to 

1 Rev. Van Lodensteyn refers to the first question of the Heidelberg Catechism: Question: What is 
thy only comfort in life and in death? Answer: That I with body and soul, both in life and death, am 
not my own, but belong unto my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ; Who, with His precious blood, hath 
fully satisfied for all my sins, and delivered me from all the power of the devil; and so preserves me 
that without the will of my heavenly Father, not a hair can fall from my head; yea, that all things 
must be subservient to my salvation, and therefore, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal 
life, and makes me sincerely willing and ready, henceforth, to live unto Him. 
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glorify God, and to bring it again to God. This he did with pleasure; this was his 
heaven, that he served God. 

This is then being God's own, that one has nothing as one's own. But 
everything is for the Lord. An example: A staircase is not made for itself, but for 
those who go on it. Like this, a Christian is not made for himself, but for God, to 
serve Him. 

2. The first man acknowledged God's command and power. 

3. He saw God's order. He was fully satisfied with God's good pleasure. He 
was content with all this because he saw the Lord was Omnipotent, and so he said 
nothing against the Lord, not even what the vessel said to the potter: Why hast 
thou made me so? 

4. He saw God's pleasure in everything and accepted that good pleasure in 
everything. 

5. He could depend in all his doings upon the Lord. 

Adam was like this before the Fall. But when man lent his ear to the temptation 
of the devil, man was pulled away from God and brought to his lamentable self. 
And he would have remained in that miserable self, depraved eternally, if the Lord 
had not, by His incomprehensible wisdom, goodness and omnipotence, sent His 
own Son Jesus into this world, to redeem us from that damnable self and to draw 
us into the Kingdom of the ownership of God. And Christians, this matter has 
much which is to be learnt, and more to be meditated upon. 

And whilst some objections about this topic come to me, it is our intention to 
solve them. 

1. Firstly, there may be those who think: the apostle says here that we are God's 
own, and the Catechism says that we are Christ's own. But then I answer that 
Christ is the Mediator, by whom we go to God; so that being Christ's own is being 
by Him, God's own. 

2. Objection: But I thought that all creatures were God's own, and you are 
speaking here of reasonable and born again creatures, who are God's own. 
Answer: Yes Christians, everything which is there, is God's own and belongs to 
Him: people, cattle, reasonable and unreasonable; but the reasonable, born again 
creatures are God's own, by reason of the kingdom of grace and freedom, while 
the unreasonable creatures are God's own by reason of the kingdom of power. But 
the issue I am now speaking of, is impossible to understand by natural reason, 
while this light must come from God. I can say then about this, that God's 
children are reconciled by the Lord with God, and then see by Jesus that great 
excellence of God's fullness, wisdom, grace, justice, love and endless perfectness 
for Himself and in all His children. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 
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• ASSURANCE FOR EVER FOR 
UNSTABLE SONS - A MEDITATION • 

W. FULTON (USA) 

"/am the LORD; l change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed" 
(Malachi 3:6). 

WHENEVER we think of the unsure, faltering steps of our own feet, how 
wonderful is the sure promise that the One we trust is immutable! He says, "I 
change not- I, JEHOVAH, the Immutable Rock - I, the GOD of the Covenant
I, the Ruler over all time, all places, all circumstances and all persons - I the 
LORD GOD, will never change!" 

Every good gift which we enjoy and every hope in which we rest "is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning" (James 1:17). In His flawless character as God there 
is not the slightest hint of change, of duplicity, of uncertainty, or unfaithfulness. 
Jehovah our eternal God abides faithful forever. 

God is not a man (Numbers 23: 19) or else He would lie and change and deceive 
and go back on His promise. He reminds His people of their relationship to Jacob 
the conniver, the thief, the sinner- "You sons of Jacob are even as your father! 
But I am not! I am God Supreme and Absolute and Immutable! Rest in my Word!" 

Since the Scriptures cannot be broken (John 10:35), we can stake all our hope 
on His sure Word. Even the inspired Apostle Peter would not trust exclusively to 
his memory of a great experience with the Lord Jesus Himself, but he fell back 
upon the "more sure word of prophecy" (2 Peter 1: 19). Peter says that we do well 
if we "take heed" to these writings, for the Divinely inspired Word of God is the 
one sure and immutable light that shines in a world of total darkness, and it will 
shine without fail until my Lord comes and dispels all darkness in the brightness 
of His appearing. 

Then the Word of God is not open for debate or the deviations and perversions 
of the textual critics! It stands, as God Himself stands, immutable for all time. 
Attack the Word of Jehovah God at any point whatsoever and you immediately 
violate the First Commandment, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me" 
(Exodus 20:3). That is, God says, "I am the ALONE Object of all your worship." 
If God's Word is not worthy of absolute trust, then neither is its Author, and in the 
failure of His Word mankind would have "another god before Him". Any attacks 
or perversions of that Word also fly in the face of our great text: "I am the LORD; 
I change not." 

Let me tell you what most of these new Bible translations are doing - they 
make man to be wise above that which is written, setting up human wisdom in the 
place of Scripture's absolute authority. But where the Word of God speaks, all 
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quibbling is at an end. The modernists feign to make much of God and even of 
His Son Jesus, but when you abridge and alter and "correct" and rearrange and 
dispute and question God's Word, you undermine His character. For example, if I 
promise to meet you at a certain time and at a designated place, and then make 
other plans to the total neglect of our scheduled meeting, I am not an honourable 
man but a liar. (Of course, we allow that circumstances can get in the way for I 
am a creature subject to change, but in those rare cases my honour would be 
impoverished if I didn't inform you.) On the other hand, if a single word or jot or 
tittle of my Lord's Word fails, then God Himself is subject to failure, hypocrisy 
and deceit. And when we remember that God has magnified His Word even above 
His very name (Psalm 138:2), how true is the assertion that an attack on the Word 
becomes a violation of the First Commandment and of His very position as God 
the Object of worship! 

"Therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." If the Lord God changed, He 
would withdraw the blood covering and wrath would fall on the redeemed sinner. 
But it is the "blood of the everlasting covenant" and such is impossible (Hebrews 
13:20). While God remaineth, the Blood shall never lose its power! 

God's people may rightly say, "We are even as our failing and slipping father 
Jacob, or as our disobedient first parent Adam, prone tb fall. Thank God, He is not 
like us!" Then we can see that "God is not a man that He should lie; neither the 
son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? Or hath he 
spoken, and shall he not make it good? Behold, I have received commandment to 
bless: and he hath blessed: and I cannot reverse it" (the old prophet Balaam is 
forced to admit God's unchangeable blessing on His own people). "He hath not 
beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel. The Lord his 
God is with him, and the shout of a king is among them. God brought them out of 
Egypt" (Numbers 23:19-22). 

Of Jehovah our unchanging God alone can it be said in the words of Solomon, 
"Blessed be the LORD, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all 
that he promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he 
promised by the hand of Moses his servant. The LORD our God be with us, as he 
was with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us" (1 Kings 8:56-57). Amen! 
"For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Hebrews 13:5). 

I would remind you that the promises of God are exclusively for His covenant 
people and not for everybody in the world- for "the sons of Jacob" and not the 
sons of Pharaoh - for "Israel" and not for the wild natives of Canaan - for the 
professing people of God and not the nations round about with which they were 
to have nothing to do. The promise was for Israel and for the remnant called by 
God's Name. For the promise of salvation, says Peter, "is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call" 
(Acts 2:38-39). The promise is "sure to all the seed", or to those called "children 
of the promise" to whom it is sent (Romans 4:16; 9:8), and that "not of the Jews 
only but also of the Gentiles". 
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That we might further see the sureness of this promise of the immutable 
Jehovah, I remind you also that, if in the covenant arrangements of God you have 
been called, then you are sure to be among the finally "glorified" (Romans 8:28-
31). Did it ever occur to you that Romans 8:28 is true only because God and His 
Word never fail? Have you come to see that if ANY promise of the Bible is false, 
so may this one be? And then you could not plant your feet with assurance on any 
portion of the Book of God. You would be left without the "sure foundation" in 
the midst of a world that seeks to destroy you! 

I trust ALL of God's Book, my friends, because I know the character of its 
Author! Do you? Amen. 

--·--

• THE COMFORT TO BE DRAWN 
FROM GoD'S UNCHANGEABLENESS • 

Based on Edward Pearse's A Beam of Divine Glory 

Concluded 

J. DAVISON 

CARNAL and earthly things "are all fading, dying, transient things", but 
"spiritual and heavenly things are lasting and durable. Things, such as grace, 
pardon, justification and acceptance with God through "the righteousness of 
Christ"; and "union and communion with God through Christ, these are 
unchangeable". And yet with most men, "it is the creature they love"; "they 
prize"; and "take up their rest and happiness in ... and neglect and forget the 
unchangeable God". But, cries Pearse, "what greater folly can there be!". "Such 
folly as will at last expose to shame and contempt forever all who are guilty of it." 
Quoting the psalmist Pearse, says, "Lo, this is the man that made not God his 
strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in 
his wickedness" (Psalm 52:7), and asks "who does not deserve the name of a fool 
if he does such?" ,17 

Contrary to this Pearse exhorts his readers "to make sure of God, and get an 
interest in God". However, because God is unchangeable, Pearse rightly infers 
"the absolute necessity of a change in sinners if they are to be happy, if ever they 
are to be saved". Yes, God, "in Christ is infinitely willing, ready, and able to save 
men from their sins ... but He never will save any in their sins". Expanding on 
this comment Pearse argues that "The Word of God", "the nature of God", "the 
counsel of God", and "the oath of God", are all "against the happiness and 
salvation of unchanged sinners". However, in order for this change to happen 
"they must", says Pearse, "through the blood and righteousness of Christ applied 
and appropriated in a way of believing, get their sins pardoned and their persons 
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accepted". It is also true that "there must be a change of their image in 
regeneration and sanctification by the Spirit of God". Such a change of image 
that "has a sound work of grace wrought and carried on in him by the Spirit 
of Christ" .18 

Following these comments Pearse identifies two things that may be inferred as 
a result of God's unchangeableness: (1) "the infinite sweetness of His love" and 
"the infinite bitterness of His wrath". Regarding God's love Pearse notes that "one 
dram of it is to be preferred before many worlds of creature enjoyments"; and this 
because God's love "is all good, all comfort, all happiness in its fountain-fullness 
and purity ... an invariable fountain of delight". But what crowns God's love and 
puts "an infinite sweetness into it", is that "it is an unchangeable love, a love that 
never fades, never varies". Yes, says Parse, "He loves me, and he will love me 
until He has lodged me in His own presence and bosom above, and there He will 
love me forever".l9 Now, can this love be anything but sweet and comforting to 
all God's children? 

Pearse, however, acknowledges that God's love may be "veiled and clouded", 
but he insists, "Love, under a veil or cloud, is still love". As an illustration of what 
he means Pearse, says: "The sun may be under a cloud ... for a time, which may 
keep it out of our view and deprive us of the comfortable influences and shining 
of it for a season; but yet even then the sun is in being, and after a while it will 
shine again, and that as sweetly, brightly, and comfortably as ever." In support of 
these comments Pearse quotes those lovely words of comfort uttered by the 
psalmist: "For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Psalm 30:5).20 

But if the everlasting love of God is sweet and comforting, what must be "the 
infinite bitterness of His wrath, and the extreme misery of all who fall under the 
weight thereof'. Certainly, as Pearse notes, "God's wrath is a great wrath, a fierce 
wrath ... an irresistible wrath, a burning, consuming, and devouring wrath", a 
wrath that is "eternal and unchangeable". And yet there are those who would 
"make light of God's wrath". But it is no light thing to treat God in this way, for 
if you "consider what you have done and how you have carried it toward God", 
you will see "what black and horrid aggravation your sins are clothed with"; 
"what an infinite evil, and demerit there is in every sin".21 

More importantly, consider "your neglect of Christ", says Pearse, and make 
your "peace with God by Him"; "Christ, that Rock of Ages", who being 
"embraced by faith . . . would hide and secure you against the wrath of God 
forever". And truly those who have "embraced by faith", "Christ, that Rock of 
Ages", can say, with Pearse, "Oh my soul, adore the unchangeable One and bless 
Him for His unchangeable counsel, His unchangeable covenant, [and] His 
unchangeable love!". Sadly, however, we are changeable "in our affections to 
God, and the things of God", for our heart which "flames with love for God and 
Christ", one moment; will the next be "chilled and cold". "Now we delight in God 
and His ways", but, "soon ... we take and exercise no joy, no delight, either in 
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the one or the other." Indeed, "how changeable are we in our ways and walkings", 
and "often within the day, yea, within the hour", says Pearse. Now this being 
true of the "best and holiest of us", "Oh, let us be humbled for our exceeding 
changeableness"; "0 my beloved, let us be convinced of this evil, and mourn 
over it".22 

At this point Pearse sets out "several short and plain directions" as a means of 
helping us give God the "honour due to Him upon the account of His 
unchangeableness". This includes getting "our hearts deeply affected with this 
attribute"; dwelling "much in meditation on this perfection of God"; and 
"celebrating His glory in it", "with both our spirits and tongues". And in order to 
do this we should "live upon the unchangeableness of God as a sweet spring of 
comfort and refreshment to us ... in all and under all" circumstances. We should 
"labour to imitate and be like Him herein as much as we possibly can", for those 
who "imitate God and labour for a likeness to His unchangeableness", will be 
"more constant and uniform in all holy obedience, and in the exercise of grace"; 
more "established, and settled in our spirits and ways in holy things". As an 
example of one that truly fulfilled this design for godly living Pearse refers to 
Enoch, who "had God so present always with him, and he so accommodated 
himself to the pleasure of God, that he seemed perpetually to walk with Him". 
And this is what God calls for by the pen of Paul: "be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord" (1 Corinthians 15:58).23 

For Pearse "the unchangeableness of God calls aloud upon us all to choose Him 
for our God" and to "take up the rest and happiness of our souls in Him". But ever 
mindful that "it is no easy thing to fix our roving spirits and reduce them to a 
steadiness in what is good", with the result that "our most pleasant streams tum 
into waters of Marah to us", Pearse draws his treatise to a close with "several 
consolatory conclusions". Here Pearse reminds believers that God being 
unchangeable, "He is in every way the same to His people now as He was 
formerly", for "He stands in the same covenant relation to them as ever He did". 
In other words, "the purposes and promises of His grace to His church and people 
shall certainly be accomplished". Now, is not this "the best cordial to refresh a 
fainting soul?". 24 

Continuing with his "consolatory conclusions" Pearse says, "Poor soul, 
whoever you are, who are one of the Lord's people .... Has He promised to 
pardon you? ... Has He promised to save you and lodge you at last in His own 
bosom? Then know it shall be accomplished. "25 Accomplished because God has 
spoken: "I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me . 
. . . My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure .... I have spoken it; I 
will also bring it to pass. I have purposed it, I will also do it" (Isaiah 46:9-11). 
Truly we can say with Pearse, "The saints are in all respects a blessed people". 

They are blessed in the pardon of their sins: "Blessed is the man whose sins are 
forgiven" (Psalm 32: 1). They are blessed in regard to the disposition of their souls: 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, blessed are the meek, blessed are they that hunger 
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and thirst after righteousness" (Matthew 5:3, 5-6). They are blessed in their 
obedience and walking with God: "Blessed are the undefiled in the way" (Psalm 
119:1). They are blessed in their hopes and expectations: "Blessed are they that 
wait for God" (Isaiah 30:18). Thus they are in every way, and in all respects, a 
blessed people; but here lies the perfection and crowning glory of their 
blessedness, and what indeed comprehends all the rest in it, namely, that the 
unchangeable God is their God and portion. "Happy is the people whose God is the 
Lord" (Psalm 144:15). 

Now, if all this is true of believers while they live in an imperfect state here in 
this present world, what shall it be like in glory? On this glorious note which 
should bring real comfort and joy to God's people, we can, in closing, do no better 
that echo the words of the psalmist, again: "Happy," indeed, "is the people whose 
God is the Lord", and to God be all the glory. 

END NOTES 

17 Edward Pearse, A Beam of Divine Glory, 1674 (rpt. Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 1998, from 
which all quotations are taken, pp. 47, 48, 49-50, 50, 51. 
18 ibid., pp. 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57. 
19 ibid., pp. 58, 59, 60, 16. 
20 ibid., p. 59. 
21 ibid., pp. 61, 62, 63, 68, 69. 
22 ibid., pp. 63, 66, 71, 73, 74, 78, 75, 81. 
23 ibid., pp. 82, 83, 85, 86, 88, 87, 103, 106. 
24 ibid., pp. 89, 95, 107, 108, 111, 114, 108. 
25 ibid., pp. 115-6. 

---·---

• PRAYER MATTERS • 

D. L. FRY (Mudgee, Australia) 

Daniel 6: 1-10: Daniel PRAYS despite the threat of the Lions' Den 
Psalm 5: "Hear me when I call ... have mercy ... hear my PRAYER" 

Hebrews 3:1-13: Christ our High Priest PRAYS for us 
Luke 18:1-4: Two parables about PRAYER ... true and false 

SO, does prayer matter? Of course prayer matters! Without communications the 
troops can't receive the orders and intelligence. Without conversation parents 
and children don't know what each are thinking. Without asking questions the 
students don't learn and teachers can't discern their understanding. So then, 
prayer is the means our heavenly Father makes available to His children to contact 
Him at all times, about all matters. To neglect prayer is to miss out on that 
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fellowship and friendship with the Father, through the Son and by the Spirit. Yes, 
He knows what we need before we ask (Matthew 6:8). But what parent doesn't 
love to have children come with their concerns? 

Daniel is now an old man. He has served as senior adviser to the kings and 
court of Babylon since being brought from Jerusalem before its destruction by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC. Together with his three friends, who were also men 
of prayer, science and wisdom, Daniel was promoted to be in charge of all the 
king's advisors and later as Governor of Babylon. Following his reading and 
interpretation of the "writing on the wall", Babylon was invaded by the Persian 
army, and Darius the Mede as king, brought Daniel out of retirement and placed 
him over the princes and presidents of the nation. Not a popular appointment with 
the others who sought in vain to accuse Daniel of some mis-doing. Finally they 
hit upon a ruse which would trap Daniel and get rid of him once and for all. 
Convincing Darius that no one should pray to any god or man, except to the king, 
for a whole month, a decree was published to that effect. As the laws of the Medes 
and the Persians could not be changed, the lions' den was the punishment for 
breaking this royal statute. So what does Daniel do? He continues to pray as usual, 
kneeling before a window open towards Jerusalem, three times a day, trusting 
God with his future. One of the best known Bible stories demonstrates the 
Sovereignty of God over all His creatures and honouring His servants who trust 
in Him. 

I wonder just how we would continue in prayer with the "burning fiery 
furnace" or the "den of lions" as punishment? 

Psalm 5 encourages us to pray, believing that God hears our petitions as we 
meditate on His Word and sincerely seek to do His Will "on earth as it is in 
Heaven". This is our cause for rejoicing and this is the basis for our hope. 

Jesus, our great High Priest, is how the Epistle to the Hebrews describes our 
Saviour's present activity on our behalf in Heaven. The earthly "priests" of the 
Tribe of Levi, acted as mediators for the Children of Israel before God. Jesus 
Christ has replaced the Jewish priesthood, and by His shed blood has redeemed 
us through faith; by His resurrection He has given us hope and by His intercession 
with the Father, gives us His Spirit, enabling us to love Him and each other as His 
children by adoption and grace. Chapters 3, 4 and 5 presents Him in this role and 
encourages us to "come boldly to the throne of grace, that we might obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need" (Hebrews 4:16). 

Two parables urge us "always to pray and not to faint" (Luke 18:1) and provide 
us with motivation and example. The first concerns a widow and an unjust judge 
who eventually tires of her persistence and grants her request for justice. The 
second portrays a Pharisee and a Tax Collector at their respective prayers, only 
the latter's being acceptable to God. Like any "good deal" we might like to accept 
"conditions apply". Prayer is no exception. The Widow's persistence and the Tax 
Collector's humility are two fundamental conditions ensuring our Father's 
response. "We do not presume to come to this Thy Table, merciful Lord, trusting 
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in our own righteousness, but in Thy manifold and great mercies. We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under Thy Table ... " as the Book of 
Common Prayer 1662 puts it in the "Prayer of Humble Access" before we partake 
of the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper. 

---·---

• THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ITS TREACHERY AND TYRANNY • 

Part III 

D. A. DOUDNEY 

(Past Editor of the Gospel Magazine, 1877) 

"I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, 
I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest the iniquity 

of my sin" (Psalm 32:5) 

BUT, since the excitement that has followed the reference made to the Priest in 
Absolution both in the House of Lords and Commons, it has been pleaded on the 
part of its Advocates, that no harm has come of it. How can they tell? What insight 
have they into the workings of the human heart, not to say what thoughts have 
been suggested - what feelings enkindled - what sensations aroused, by the 
contaminating questions directed by that book to be asked in the Confessional, at 
the mouth of a poor fallen, fallible man? 

In order, however, to disprove this fallacy of the non-injury by such enquiries 
and such contact as the Confessional involves, I will quote a little from a work 
now lying before me, entitled The Secrets of the Heart; A Report of the 
Confessional, compiled by Montague Russel Butler. In his preface the author 
states that controversialists say those who have had no personal experience of the 
working of a system, are incompetent to deal with the question of its nature and 
tendency. Now, to meet this objection, Mr. Butler has brought together the 
combined testimony of thirty-two ex-Roman Catholic priests, "against which 
(as he says) no such disqualification can be alleged". He then gives the names 
and the present position of those whose opinions he publishes. Now listen to a few 
of their declarations: 

The Rev. Edward Shanalan (now a minister of the English Episcopal Church in 
Scotland): "I heard the Confession of hundreds and thousands of persons in my 
time; and I am quite certain that not one in every hundred of them thought 
seriously of forsaking sin, or did actually forsake it, in the future." ... "The 
Confessional is often made use of by the priest to seduce his penitent, and 
sometimes by the penitent to 'seduce' her Confessor; and this is of no rare 
occurrence either." ... "I know that when I was a boy, and even a grown-up young 
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man, there were sins which I had never heard of, and never dreamed of, until the 
priest asked me roundly in the Confessional if I had committed them." 

[Now, I ask, does not this statement justify an observation of mine in a previous 
page, to the effect that the proceedings in the Confessional are suggestive? - that 
the Confessor's questions put into the mind thoughts and feelings which had no 
previous existence there?] 

The Rev. Joseph Mulkems (now Pastor of St. John's English Church, Dundee): 
"I could record instances where poor creatures were rendered raving mad through 
the Confessional. I now recoil at the bare remembrance of terrible crimes 
confessed to me by priests, which they committed through the Confessional ... 
and other abominations too horrible to write." 

Signor G. Ceroni: "I can declare that Auricular Confession is a means of 
inducing the mass of the people to commit vices and to transgress God's holy 
Word; it corrupts gradually the heart of the Confessor and of his Confessants, 
particularly of women. I can prove this by facts, should any one be daring enough 
to contradict me." 

The Rev. Benjamin Ouriere: "The first ideas of evil are taught from very 
childhood at the Confessional. Everything in the preparation for Confession itself, 
and in the results, lead to form a systematical course of impurity and hypocrisy." 

The Rev. Ambrose Martin: "I look on the Confessional as the secret hot-bed of 
iniquity. The questions there asked by the priests are of themselves so unchaste, 
that even the hardened face of crime is crimsoned with shame at their proposal. 
Husband! your soul-confiding spouse bends the knee within the secret enclosure 
of that Confessional. Everything is said in a whisper; every side glance is silent; 
and at times a velvety touch of the hand speaks the language of the heart. Darling 
husband! your spouse will return more frequently to the Confessional; her 
scruples will increase more rapidly: she will often have to see her Confessor! 
Time will tell the result; and it has already told too frequently the immoral result! 
How much jealously has the Confessional aroused in families! It has destroyed 
peace and harmony, separated man from wife, children from parents." 

Signor Gavazzi: "Oh, if the fathers and husbands of England could for a 
moment imagine what passes in the Confessionals of Romanism and 
Tractarianism, I am certain that, even at the cost of blood, they would imitate their 
glorious forefathers in clearing their country of this market of infamy and 
immorality- the Confessional." 

The Rev. W. Hogan: "I know not another reptile in all animal nature so filthy, 
so much to be shunned, loathed, and dreaded by females, both married and single, 
as a Roman Catholic priest or bishop, who practices the degrading and 
demoralizing office of Auricular Confession." 

The Rev. Charles Henry Wharton: "Their doctrine (the ancient schoolmen) is 
thus compendiously delivered by Cardinal Hugo, who lived at that period: The 
priest cannot bind or loosen the sinner with or from the bond of the fault, or the 
punishment; but only declare him to be bound or loosened, as the Levitical priest 
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did not infect or cleanse the leper, but only declared him infected or clean." 
(Quoted from a letter to the Roman Catholics of the City of Worcester, from the 
late chaplain of that Society.) 

The Rev. L. J. Nolan: "There is not a Romish priest extant, who has acted in the 
capacity of a Confessor, but must admit the truth of this observation, that each 
day's Confessions had been the continued causes of unchaste excitements in his 
mind. There is no Roman clergyman, no matter how chaste he may appear in your 
estimation, but must allow the first subject of his own Confession is an 
acknowledgement of his having indulged in unchaste thoughts on account of the 
indecent recitals made before him in the Confessional. ... Hellish instruction has 
frequently been imparted at this mock tribunal, whilst clerical criminality there 
has often became the substitute for priestly absolution." 

Signor Luigi Bianchi: "In the Confessional every priest is compelled to put 
questions revolting even to human nature; and many a youthful mind may trace 
its first temptations to questions asked by the priests in confessing them." 

Senor Gavin: "All the Confessor's care to get himself into the lady's favour, 
which he doth by hypocritical expressions of godliness and devotion, of humility 
and strictness of life. He speaks gravely and conscientiously; and, if the lady has 
a family, gives her excellent advice, as to keep her children within the limits of 
sobriety and virtue, for the world is so deceitful, that we ought always to be on 
our guard, and to watch continually over our souls, etc. By that means and the like 
(the lady believing him to be a sincere and devout man) he becomes the guide of 
her soul, her house, and family, and most commonly the ruin of her children, and 
sometimes her own ruin, too." 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

---·---

• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

P. K I N G ( H a i Isham) 

Chapter 16:35-63 

Israel thought that being "the chosen people" was insurance against God's anger, 
and this false thinking led them into abusing God's mercy. The punishment for 
adultery was stoning and apostasy suffered the same fate (Deuteronomy 13:10). 
Repentance was the only way out, but arrogance led the people to assume "ye are 
the people, and wisdom shall die with you" (Job 12:2). 

1. Unfaithfulness. Notice how the language has changed from the earlier 
verses. Gone is the mercy of the opening section of the chapter a~ the Lord cans· 
his people a harlot. Unfaithfulness is akin to adultery and all who forsake the true 
God for idols will be judged as such. Christian churches, who pursue gimmicks, 
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acting and puppet shows, instead of preaching the Word of God, will soon find the 
Spirit has gone away. But will they know? Israel seemed to go on in their 
ignorance, oblivious to the departure of the presence of the Lord. Had it been 
otherwise they would have repented. 

2. Retribution. If they thought they could continue this way, reality would soon 
dawn. Not only does the Lord say their enemies, who they have flirted with, will 
destroy them, but also everyone will see it happen. These things will not be done 
in a corner! What a lesson for the Church, when in times of decline it resorts to 
"political practices". To abandon or dilute Biblical teaching to "attract the world" 
ends in not only being made a fool but self-destruction. There may be a lot of 
people in the church building but sound doctrine has gone, with itching ears for 
the new attraction. Even Samaria is not condemned as much as Israel (verse 51). 

3. Promise (verses 53-63). In the middle of all the shame, condemnation and 
disgrace, God still remembers some of the captives of Sodom, Samaria and other 
places. The thought here is that history will move on, not that Sodom will be 
rebuilt. It is a promise of restoration after the day of judgement has passed. Do we 
not look for such a day in the Gospel age? Disasters come and go; churches 
prosper and decline but the Lord will return and then the full impact of the 
Covenant of Grace will be discovered. "I will remember my covenant" (verse 60). 
"Then thou shalt remember thy ways, and be ashamed ... and thou shalt know 
that I am the Lord" (verses 61 and 62). (See also 1 Samuel 7:4-17.) 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) Christians are chastised not destroyed. We must take note of the history 
expounded here to learn from Judah's sad experience. A Church that does not 
listen or leaders who are aloof from the members must eventually decline. 

(b) We may be a laughing stock in the world, but God will restore His Church. 
He has given so much and called us to such a wonderful inheritance, we should 
strive to remember how unworthy we are! Judah (Israel) was restored and 
returned to Jerusalem but only because God's glory was at stake. 

(c) God is faithful, and never breaks a covenant, so one day we will go to that 
better country, where imperfection will be done away with forever, and disorder 
between nature and grace is wholly unknown. 

AN INHERITANCE INCORRUPTIBLE, AND UNDEFILED, AND THAT 
FADETH NOT AWAY 

Christ is not preached aright unless His shed blood is emphasised as the only way 
a guilty human being can find peace with a righteous God. 

J. G. Vos 
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• THE SAINTS' INHERITANCE • 

(Supplied by J. NORTH, Totton) 

Notes of a a sermon preached at St. Barnabas' Church, Openshaw, 
Nr. Manchester, on Sunday, 23rd July 1865, by the Rev. Wm. Parks 
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"Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" 
(John I4:I-3) 

THAT was a night of sorrow indeed when Jesus spoke these words! The time for 
parting had nearly come! He had almost finished His work upon earth, and was 
anticipating the awful stroke of the morrow whilst these words were falling from 
His lips! The poor disciples, as yet very ignorant of the whole truth, ignorant too 
of their own wretched nature, had sense and feeling enough to be deeply moved 
at the prospect of separation from their beloved Master. But, above all, at the 
awful prognostication of the treachery and cowardice of one of the most aspiring 
amongst them. Does it not strike you as wonderful that the Lord should have 
spoken thus encouragingly to His disciples under such circumstances? He knew 
that Peter would deny Him; He knew that they all would forsake Him and flee; 
yet He says to them: Let not your heart be troubled. What? Were not the prospects 
of the morrow more than sufficient to produce fear and terror and dismay? Yes, 
doubtless. Yet the Lord says, "Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid". What could have induced this expression on the part of the Lord, but a 
clear knowledge that what He was about to do and suffer would atone for all sins? 
It is as if He had said: "True, I am about to be taken from you and to suffer 
painfully, ignominiously; true, you are about to play the traitor and the coward; 
true, you are about to give evidence of your worthlessness, and aggravated sin; 
but let not your heart he troubled, ye believe in God, believe also in ME. I will be 
as good as My Word, I will deliver and save you! I will atone for all your sins!" 

Children of God, have you ever trembled at the anticipated assaults of Satan? 
Have you ever cowered as you entered upon the thick darkness of mysterious 
providences? Have you ever been paralyzed as you thought upon your base 
nature, and accumulated sin? Surely you have! Well, but Christ was saying to you 
all the while: "Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in 
me"- in ME, mighty to save! 0 may the Spirit of Christ waft the sweet as whisper 
into our ears, "Let not your heart be troubled", whenever either the world, the 
flesh, or the devil assails us! 

1. I would open up this text. 
2. Make a few practical remarks. 
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1. "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." 

Let people talk as they may, it is a hard thing to believe in Christ, apart from 
His mere history. Anybody may believe in that; but to believe in Him as my 
Saviour, my Substitute, my Lawfulfiller, my Wisdom, my Righteousness, my 
Sanctification, and my Redemption, is the hardest thing in the world! And I am 
sure no man can thus believe in Christ except it be given him from above! It were 
easy to believe in Christ, if belief in Him were connected with any goodness, or 
power, or improvement in me; but to believe in Him as my All, when I have no 
goodness, no power, no improvement to fall back upon, is a thing beyond human 
nature. Yet such is what is involved in the little phrase: "Believe in Me." Now, 
when I can thus believe, my heart is not troubled - I can rejoice; but 1 am not 
always in this frame. Unbelief, which is the sin that so easily besets all the 
children of God, overcomes me, and overwhelms me, and for the time I am a 
infidel. Is not this the experience of some of you? I know it is! Well, how do we 
get out of this darkness? I will tell you how I am constrained to do under such 
circumstances. I send up the prayer, "Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief' . I 
think of the glory and the might of Jesus Christ, and of the worth of His 
atonement. I think of the ineffable holiness of God, and of the total depravity of 
man, and I am forced to the conclusion that the chiefest of sinners must be saved 
by God's power alone. By a miracle, in short. And yet this does not make me 
reckless. No! I know that sin is hateful to God, and consequently I watch against 
it, and mourn over it. Still I know that it was because Christ has atoned for all my 
sins, He has bidden me not to fear, and said, "Let not your heart be troubled"! 

Brethren, let me tell you, till you can get this conviction you will have no 
stable peace. 

"In my Father's house," that is, heaven. Heaven is sometimes called "a 
kingdom" (Luke 12:32). Heaven is sometimes called "a country" (Hebrews 
11:14, 16). Heaven is sometimes called "a city" (Hebrews 11:10; 13:14). Heaven 
is sometimes called "a habitation" (Deuteronomy 26: 15; Isaiah 43: 15). Yes, 
heaven is a place of abode; not merely a state or condition of mind, as some would 
have us believe. And what a place! What a home! God himself the Builder! A 
place of perfect peace and joy and rest! No sin there, no error, no pride, no envy, 
no sorrow, no pain! Who that knows anything of the sin and sorrow, the folly and 
self-seeking, the vanity and vexation of this earth, but longs to be in his Father's 
house above! In my day I have seen a good deal of the world, and just lately I have 
had another look at it, and I can testify to you that it is the selfsame worldit ever 
was, full of vanity and venality, of sin and unbelief, of insincerity and hypocrisy 
and shame! I have met with a few of God's people in my travels but very, very 
few in comparison with the carnal, money-hunting, mammon-worshipping crowd 
on all sides! 
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"Many mansions." What is the meaning of this expression? Some would tell us 
that it means many apartments, or many sorts of apartments, thereby intimating 
that there are degrees of happiness and comfort and glory in heaven. But I do not 
believe this. I do not believe in different degrees of glory in heaven amongst the 
saints. If there were no other Scripture to refute the idea, the 17th chapter of John 
is all-sufficient. In our Father's house we shall be all one, all on an equality. The 
humblest among you on a par with me. Paul and the thief will occupy the same 
position; Miriam and Mary Magdalene; Mary the Mother of Jesus and Mary the 
wife of Cleophas; the Apostle John and the beggar Lazarus, will be equally near 
to Jesus! Ah, all the glory will be God's, and no flesh whatever shall boast in His 
presence. All the people of God are one family, all elected to the same inheritance, 
all members of the same body, even the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Where, then, is the meaning of many mansions? Much room! The expression is 
to intimate the immensity of the place. The poor ignorant disciples, to whom the 
language was familiar (thousand thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood before Him (Daniel 3:10), might have supposed there 
would have been no room for them; but Jesus dissipates the idea, and says: "In 
my Father's house are many mansions," that is, numerous abodes - ample room! 

"If it were not so, I would have told you." As much as to say: "I would not dash 
your expectations, I would not flatter you with vain hopes, but assure you it is so." 
Ah, blessed Jesus! How careful He was always to conceal nothing from His 
disciples that might conduce to their comfort! He is so, brethren, to the present 
time! He keeps nothing back that is profitable to us, but tells us all to encourage 
and to comfort! 

"I go to prepare a place for you." This must have been spoken figuratively, for 
the place was already prepared, and had been prepared from before the foundation 
of the world (Matthew 25:34). It means rather, I go to take possession of a place 
for you. 0 blessed intelligence - He goes to take possession of heaven officially 
for His people! 

Suppose there is a splendid estate and mansion in litigation, and that the law 
finally adjudicates the case in your favour. The first thing that is done is taking 
possession. Your representative goes and takes possession. No power can prevent 
him; no power can prevent your coming into possession! The law of the land is at 
your back, and though a thousand opponents attempted to prevent you, they 
would quickly be removed! So it is with your and my inheritance above. Our 
Great Representative is gone before us to take possession, and who dare oppose? 
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? You must occupy! You must 
inherit! You must enjoy! 

But is this all? No! Jesus does not leave us to shift for ourselves: "And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also." This coming again is evidently in allusion to 
His coming to receive us at death, or His coming again at His second advent to 
receive the whole body of the church. Perhaps the second is the more Scriptural. 
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We go to Jesus when we die (Philippians 1 :23); He comes for us when the church 
is complete (1 Thessalonians 4:13, 18). But whichever way it is, Christ's words 
convey the intimacy, the union that exists between Him and His people. "Father, 
I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world" (John 17:24). 

2. A Few Practical Remarks 

What right or authority have we to suppose that the Lord speaks to us in this text? 
I can answer this question in a few minutes. Christ's work is all for a particular 

party; and that party is described with such minuteness in the Scriptures that there 
can be no mistaking it. It is composed exclusively of the poor, the miserable, the 
blind, the halt, the maimed, the lost, the sick, and the naked! A sorry company 
indeed, but so it is. The question then is: are we wretched and undone sinners in 
our own esteem? Are we sick because of sin? Are we weary and heavy laden 
because of sin? Are we humble because of our nothingness? Then we may depend 
upon it Christ is speaking to us: 

"Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in me." 

"I came to seek and to save them that are lost." 

"I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

The church triumphant round the throne, 
Redeemed with precious blood, 
In scenes of glory, here unknown, 
Adore the Christ of God. 

The church on earth, renewed by grace, 
Confide in Jesus's Name; 
And as they run the heavenly race, 
The Christ of God proclaim. 

My soul shall gaze upon his face, 
In whom all glories shine; 
This precious truth just suites my case, 
The Christ of God is mine. 

Soon I shall join the heavenly throng, 
Shall in their pleasures share, 
And sing in one eternal song, 
"The Christ of God is here". 
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PRESS RELEASE FROM TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY 

SEPTEMBER 10 I 0 

"Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth." 
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OVER nearly 180 years, the Society has been remarkably blessed by the Lord with all the resources 
necessary to carry on, and indeed at times, expand its work. More recently, a particular feature of this 
provision has been the wonderful supply of significant funds through legacies. In the late 2000s a 
deliberate policy was followed to utilise these substantial surpluses towards future expansion of the 
work, particularly in relation to translation projects. However, by the end of 2009, in the light of 
the economic downturn, and the not unnatural result of lower levels of sales receipts and donations 
the Society had to accept that the excess income from earlier legacies was all but exhausted and the 
Society's cash reserves were depleted. 

As a result the Society is no longer in a position to maintain spending at present levels. For 20 I 0 a 
reduced expenditure budget meant that some activities have been curtailed or suspended, but a 
significant deficit of £575,000 is still being projected for 20 I 0 here in the UK. Major contributing 
factors are a reduction of nearly 20% in the sales of Bibles and smaller Scripture items compared with 
the equivalent period in 2009 and a reduction of nearly 50% in donations. Further budgetary 
reductions, which it is still hoped will be only temporary, are therefore needed in 20 I I. 

In the realm of projected expenditure, the Society has made significant financial investment in major 
translation projects, namely the Spanish, Hebrew, French, Mongolian and Romanian Bibles, which it is 
hoped will generate substantial interest in the years to come. Some of these projects have taken 
longer to bring to fruition than had been anticipated, which has in turn inevitably placed long-term 
pressure on the Society's resources. 

The General Committee and Management of the Society are actively considering a variety of 
proposals which will, with the Lord's blessing, bring the Society safely through the current financial 
challenges it faces. The process of self-examination and humble prayerful dependence upon the Lord 
in order to determine His mind on the matter, and His leading through these difficulties, has been 
under way for some considerable time at Board and senior management level. Recently the Society's 
members and supporters, both individuals and hundreds of congregations throughout the world, have 
received a letter seeking their prayers. 

All the Society's activities are being scrutinised and actions are being taken to ensure that a balanced 
budget can be adopted for 20 I I. However, some of these measures, if implemented, will prove painful, 
including the slowing down of some translation work, the further reducing of the granting of Bibles 
and other Scriptures, and staff reductions. 

On behalf of the General Committee and the staff, the Society seeks your prayers at this difficult 
time that not only would the Lord provide for its financial needs, but also that He would reveal unto 
the Society His will in the matter, and that He will grant it much wisdom to know where cutbacks 
might be made should they be deemed necessary. All concerned at the Society fervently believe that 
its vital work must and will continue, but they acknowledge their total dependence upon the gracious 
Hand of God to supply according to His own promise -"And God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work" 
(2 Corinthians 9:8). 
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• BooK REVIEWS • 

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in o day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised 
(King james) Version of the Bible. Rother, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to worn 
readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel Magazine 
remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. That we 
nome another translation does not mean we endorse it. 

A Sampler from A Way to Pray. Matthew Henry, edited and revised by 0. Palmer 
Robertson. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 80, small paperback. £3.25. ISBN 978 I 84871 088 7. 

This year is the 300th anniversary of Matthew Henry's A Method of Prayer with Scripture Expressions 
Proper to be Used under Each Head. The reviser's preface states that this reprint is updated and 
revised, using the NIV as it is a "dynamic rather than literal" translation, and so will be found easier 
than the AV today to use in prayer. This is controversial, but would fit the Ugandan African scene of 
the reviser. The reason it is thought necessary to make a defence of the use of NIV is that almost 
every word in the book is a Bible quotation. The layout is admirable and includes: Praising God, 
Confession, Petition, Thanksgiving, Intercession, Prayers for Particular Occasions, and Concluding 
our Prayers. Matthew Henry approaches it from the wording of the Westminster Confession, his 
father having been one of the ministers ejected in 1662. 

The idea is excellent, the Scriptures chosen unimpeachable, but the use of the NIV off-putting. It 
is worth noting that a multitude of versions are current, so that many who would not hold to the 
AV. would also find the NIV foreign sounding. This booklet takes verses from here and there, as the 
footnote states, in the pattern of subjects given above, and fits them to the Westminster 
Confession. Speaking personally, I find it better when reading my Bible each day to turn the actual 
dearly loved words before me into prayer. Both methods concentrate the mind and uplift and 
broaden the spirit in fresh prayer. E.M. 

A Way to Pray. Matthew Henry, edited and revised by 0. Palmer Robertson. The Banner of 
Truth Trust. pp 440, hardback. £ 14.50. ISBN 978 I 84871 087 0. 

Please read the evaluation of the small paperback excerpt edition reviewed above. This fuller 
edition is beautifully laid out, with good print, and is easy to handle. The reviser's sustained longing 
to make the work widely known, and the effort that has gone into this volume, reflect the high 
regard he has for the original work by Matthew Henry. Having received this from his mother, and 
used it daily for years, he is anxious others should share the blessing. The fuller work is much better 
to use than the taste given in the sampler publication, simply because it is less general. It allows 
concentration on the many facets of praise and prayer in our Bibles. 

Without having the original work of 1710 before one, it is hard to know what has been added 
and what omitted in this revision of the original. That protection for the King from "our popish 
enemies" no longer figures is a fact that states a good deal, as Rome is still the main enemy of the 
Gospel alive and well in today's world. She is far more successful in turning men and nations and 
rulers from the faith than say, Islam or the cults. The preface also states that it has been enlarged 
to include the baptism of adults, as Matthew Henry had only the baptism of believers' children in 
his prayers. This change reflects the Christian world-scene of today. Have other matters also been 
updated or omitted? 

This book makes me long to see a facsimile edition of the original 1710 work in publication, as 
has been done with so many Puritan works. One cannot help feeling that modern adaptation is so 
often the same as watering-down unpalatable doctrinal truth or those areas of the faith that today's 
Christians may feel unhappy about. E.M. 
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Joshua. An Apollos Old Testament Commentary. Pekka M.A. Pitkannen. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 
458, hardback. £24.99. ISBN 978 I 84474 477 0. 

This is the sixth Apollos Old Testament Commentary in the series under the general editorship of 
DavidW. Baker and Gordon J.Wenham.The author is a Finnish scholar. The production ofthe book, 
including dustcover, print, layout, notes, and diagrams, is of a high standard, and the scholarly grasp 
of the material most impressive. It is of most use to students, but as the author states, is aimed at 
preachers to give them a "good resource". 

The layout starts with a list of contents, then of abbreviations, a list of works of reference, a list 
of archaeological periods, and then the introduction from page 21 to I 00. This is followed by the 
Text and Commentary to page 40 I, but includes a number of excursii, or thoughts about particular 
matters raised as separate sections under their own heads, taking quite a space in all. The 
bibliography runs from 403 to 423, and then a list of Scripture and related literature references.The 
final pages contain indices of authors, subjects, and archaeological sites and related places. 

When you read this commentary you will see all the views of the well known scholars or critics 
quoted, and opinions on Israel and the Palestinians that we would not accept. You will also find the 
author's own translation of the text of Joshua. You may wonder why we should include a review of 
such a book. The answer is that a true pastor or minister is a shepherd of the flock of God. Where 
do you think Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones obtained his vast knowledge of the erroneous views of the 
meaning of verses he commented on1 He read them of course! He then answered them, point by 
point, most convincingly, giving his reasons from the Bible. One of the duties of any faithful preacher 
is to know and answer current error. He stands as a wall between his people and wrong teaching. 
This was the Apostle Paul's method. 

You will also find here much help.You may be left cold by the discussions of"narrative" and some 
of the opinions expressed, but the secret is to blend old commentaries and new. The old are at 
times inaccurate, or even incorrect in their background material. They may answer wrong views 
that are no longer current, and so' set up "straw men" and knock them down. However, their 
comments are most worthwhile and spiritually discerning. They may have been ignorant of modern 
archaeological finds, but the Holy Spirit did not wait for modernity before yielding up true spiritual 
meaning. Modern commentaries in my estimation often give far too much weight to unconverted 
scholars' opinions, and spiritually are hesitant and indecisive, even blind. Where they are most 
helpful is in their grasp of the archaeology, customs, language, and from that a wealth of detail as to 
the background, and the true meaning of words. In this commentary on the book of Joshua, this 
author's translation is sometimes accompanied by a literal translation. As you study the words of 
Scripture in detail, light dawns, and ideas flow. You see deeper into the real meaning. Thus 
archaeology is continually throwing increasing light on God's Word. The preacher must be a sieve, 
letting through what is sound in the faith, but sifting out what is unsound. He should also always 
have one "heavy" book on the go. The reason is that preparation is two-fold: long and short term. 
Here is a solid book to be studying. E.M. 

Who is this Jesust by E. M. Hicham. Evangelical Press. pp. 126, paperback. £5.99. ISBN 978 0 
85234 718 8. 

Do we need more books on this subject? Yes, if they can communicate essential truths in such a 
concise way. Here is a book in simple direct language aimed at Christian and non-Christian alike. 
Even the student of theology would do well to read it. The Moroccan-born author tackles the 
subject from various angles: what the prophets said about Jesus, what His apostles said, what He 
Himself said, what His character and actions reveal, what first century writers said, and what a 
difference He has made to various lives. 

The conclusion puts the reader on the spot in a presentation of the Gospel which is the plainest 
and most direct one which I have come across in years. 



30 The Gospel Magazine 

Appendix I deals with common objections to the deity of Christ, appendix 2 lists 48 Old 
Testament prophecies plus where in the New Testament they are fulfilled . A short bibliography 
rounds off this truly excellent little book. Bible quotations are from the NKJY. R.S. 

Get a Gripl (How Old Testament saints dealt with tough times). Anthony 
Selvaggio. Evangelical Press. pp. 122, paperback. £6.99. ISBN 978 0 85234 724 9. 

This book thoughtfully and helpfully explores how we cope in such situations as waiting for 
guidance, feeling abandoned, experiencing failure, dealing with jealousy, suffering injustice, being 
afraid, facing hostility, and the death of a loved one - all situations in which we are likely to find 
ourselves in the course of daily life. The author goes to the lives of various Old Testament 
characters to explore what lessons can be drawn from the way they coped with similar situations 
and helps us to see in plain language that our problems and situations are not so different from 
theirs. As God brought them through, so He will do the same for us if we heed the lessons. Here 
is helpful and very practical advice and teaching. Bible quotations are from the NIY. R.S. 

Bible Numbers. Alison Brown. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 32, paperback. £3.50. ISBN 978 
I 84871 070 2. 

Here we have an attractive 32-page book designed for use with small children who are capable of 
colouring in and drawing. Numbers and beautiful illustrations from I to 12 refer to incidents in the 
Bible told in the author's own words but giving the Bible reference and inviting answers to 
questions. Each illustration is reproduced in black and white to colour in and there are other 
activities as well , calculated to stimulate much interest in this well-presented book. R.S. 

Anne Bradstreet: Pilgrim and Poet. Faith Cook. Evangelical Press. pp. 168, paperback. 
£7.99. ISBN 0 85234 714 6. 

It is hard for us now to imagine the degree to which 17th century attitudes were opposed to 
women showing any intellectual interests or attainments, but Anne Bradstreet's poetry came to be 
accepted and well thought of, not through any strident self-promotion, but by being published 
without her knowledge. Although it was not religious verse, Faith Cook shows clearly how Anne's 
faith shone through her lines by her selection of many apt quotations in every chapter. 

The title points to Anne Bradstreet's true character by putting Pilgrim before Poet. A reminder 
that God can choose His servants early or late is shown by the first stirrings of faith coming in 
Anne at six or seven years old. She survived an attack of smallpox at fifteen ; at sixteen she married; 
in 1630 at eighteen she went with her husband among the first group of Puritan refugees to 
America - a three month sea voyage! - bore eight children, endured much danger, hardship 
loneliness and sickness. But there was also joy. The theme of the book is that Anne cast all her cares 
upon God. She saw the hand of God as the first cause for every event. 

One of the pleasures of this book is the way historical events are woven into the story to 
provide a background of tastes, manners and politics of the times for an individual life. Thoroughly 
recommended for all ages. G.F.H.H. 

John. Rod nay A. Whitacre. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 526. £ 12.99. ISBN 978 0 8308 4004 5. 

This is another volume in the New Testament Commentary Series. "Each volume, informed by the 
best of up-to-date evangelical scholarship, presents passage by passage commentary based on the 
NIV translation along with background information on the text and its theological themes. 
Preachers, teachers, students and others who want to dig deep into the heart of the New 
Testament will find these to be indispensable companions." 

Dr. Whitacre makes a good beginning: "For the glory of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit: One God ... . " 
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Much research has gone into this commentary. The thirty-two page Introduction is of particular 
interest. Some statements may cause a re-examination of long-held views. Again, as in the Romans 
commentary in the same Series, we have the NIV set on high as the "most widely used modern 
translation" and famed for its "reputation for clarity and accuracy". For those convinced by the late 
Dean Burgon's solid reasons for rejecting the manuscripts from which the NIV has devolved, this 
assertion may well be considered to be a step too far! 

The exposition is soundly evangelical. The Bibliography contains an abundance (some two 
hundred entries) of modern theologians, though Calvin does get a brief mention! 

In dealing with the subject of God's Sovereignty, he says (we have) "the revelation of his desire 
that all should be saved . .. he is the saviour of all, though only those who receive Him benefit from 
that salvation". He continues: " It is a mystery how salvation can be open to all, yet dependent on 
the will of God." Profitable guidance on "assurance" was offered. 

It is hard to understand why there are no chapter divisions (one can get "lost" and have to look 
at the top corner of the page -where it is given in very small print- to find help). No Index is 
provided. It is a well-written and informative commentary. D.L.J . 

Romans. Grant R. Osborne. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 147, paperback. £12.99. ISBN 978 0 8308 
4006 9. 

The General Preface states:"ln an age of proliferating commentary series, one might easily ask why 
add yet another to the seeming glut. The simplest answer is that no other series has yet achieved 
what we had in mind - a series to and from the church that seeks to move from the text to its 
contemporary relevance and application ... no other series offers the unique combination of solid, 
biblical exposition and helpful explanatory notes in the same user-friendly format. No other series 
has tapped the unique blend of scholars and pastors who share a passion for faithful exegesis and 
deep concern for the church. Based on the New International Version, one of the most widely used 
modern translations, the series builds on the NIV's reputation for clarity and accuracy." 

Perhaps there are many who would dispute the claims made for the NIV, especially regarding its 
"clarity and accuracy". Even were clarity to be admitted, then, should that clarity be built on 
unreliable texts, what value is clarity!? 

The style is clear and the exposition very informative and maintains a soundly evangelical 
position. Romans I I, considered by some to be a difficult chapter, is carefully examined, but some 
may question whether it improves, or adds, to what was given us by earlier commentators such as 
Luther, Calvin and C. Hodge? The footnotes are helpful. A full Bibliography, consisting of twenty-six 
pages is provided. In this respect, one must agree that the "unique blend of scholars and pastors" 
has certainly been "tapped"! 

Print is of good size and well spaced. The cover depicts, in "contemporary" style, the "Entry into 
Jerusalem". There is no Index and the text is continuous, having no chapter headings. 

This commentary "sets out to explain what the letter meant to its original hearers and its 
application to us to-day"; in this it succeeds. It will have special appeal for those who prefer a 
modern "in depth" treatment of Romans. D.L.J. 

Catholicism: East of Eden; Insights into Catholicism for the 11 st Century. 
Richard Bennett. The Banner ofT ruth Trust. pp. 336, paperback. £8.50. ISBN 13 978 I 84871 083 2. 

All human begins want to approach God in a way that pleases themselves . . . we are all proud and 
self-righteous and, by nature, disobedient to the revealed will of God. That was the ancient problem 
Cain faced when he went out from the presence of God to live "east of Eden" - and it continues 
to be the moral struggle of the 21st century. Always what is most needed in such a struggle is an 
unquenchable desire to possess and to be possessed by the Truth. 

How is Catholicism "east of Eden"? Worldwide interest in all things Catholic mixes with 
consternation over recent disclosures from within the Church.Amidst doctrinal convulsion, most 
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issues remain unanalysed and unexplained, leaving both Catholics and non-Catholics wondering 
where the Roman Catholic Church stands. "This book will leave no doubt about the truthful 
answer," so runs the blurb. In this book the author has endeavoured to address the 21st century 
issues of Catholicism, each topic carefully documented so that the reader who wishes to know for 
certain if what is written is true can easily find the information. Here is a book that speaks to both 
mind and heart. 

This is an important book -the author, born in Ireland into a devout RC family, spent 21 years 
in Trinidad after becoming a priest but after a serious accident in which he nearly lost his life, began 
seriously to study the Scriptures. Convicted by the Gospel message, "through God's grace alone", 
he left the RC church and its priesthood, later founding an evangelistic ministry called "Berean 
Beacon", bringing the truth of God's salvation to many worldwide. He was disturbed by the inner 
emptiness of the Roman system as compared with the outward pomp and futility of trying to earn 
salvation by works. 

Some of the history of the papacy and its priesthood is given up to the Reformation as well as 
the response of the papacy. The author then goes through Rome's various unscriptural claims; e.g., 
to have "the Keys to the Kingdom", the Romish doctrine of Baptism, the Encounters in the 
Confessional Box, the Mass, the Occult, Images of Christ and the Gospel, the Biblical Mary and 
Tradition, RC laws as to Marriages that have caused so much harm and trouble, contrasting them 
with God's institution of Marriage, Convent Life, Biblical Unity in the Lord compared with Papal 
conformity. He also has a chapter on the Alignment of New Evangelicals with Catholicism. 

As an example we refer to his "More than 600 years of Papal Inquisition" in which he quotes: 
"The most ghastly abomination of all was the system of torture. The accounts of its cold-blooded 
operations make one shudder at the capacity of human beings for cruelty. And it was decreed and 
regulated by the Popes who claim to represent Christ on earth. In 1252 Pope Innocent IV solemnly 
authorised it. Conformatory or regulatory decrees about it were issued by Alexander IV, Clement 
IV, Urban IV and Clement V" 01'1. S. Kerr, Handbook on the Papacy, 1950). The Scripture comes to 
mind, "drunken with the blood of the saints and the blood of the martyrs of Jesus" (Revelation 
17:6).A million Waldenses perished in France alone; the total cannot be calculated but it runs into 
millions. Coming nearer to our time the author refers to modern cruelty through Wars and 
Intrigue, mentioning the dictator Mussolini signing the Lateran Treaty with Pope Pius XI which gave 
Vatican city to the Pope in a notorious Concordat - the same Pope was the first to recognise 
Hitler's government in 1933, which established Catholicism more deeply in Germany while 
promoting the dreadful objectives of the Nazi movement. With headings such as "Rewriting History 
and Social and Political Manipulation", "Papal Power through Civil law in many nations", "Catholic 
economic teaching as a means of Papal Evangelism", the author rightly says, "The aim of the Pope's 
'just social order' is anti-biblical, in that it destroys individual responsibility and dependance on God 
for one's necessities and opportunities". Throughout these Counter-Reformation strategies, its 
modern manipulation of civil power, false ecumenism and unbiblical economic politics for"the glory 
of God" as Rome says, Mr. Bennett reminds the reader that God has set a limit to the intrigue of 
papal Rome and concludes that true believers "are saved before the all-holy God by grace alone, 
through faith alone, in Christ alone: and to God alone be all glory and praise"! (page 91 ). 

Before concluding, we must quote the author's warning of the dangers confronting us unless we 
are vigilant. He refers to the "profound wilful ignorance in the general academic world regarding 
the true history of the Papacy and the blighting of the development of nations. Few secular writers 
and historians of note have shown interest in inhibiting their publishing potential and academic 
careers by recalling to the public mind the stark reality of the Papacy's murderous rampage through 
human history. There has been an enormous decline of historical knowledge in this area (he refers 
to Avro Manhattan's books as an exception). Further, the disappearance of older books critical of 
Romanism from secular university archives, catalogues and public libraries is not (italics mine) 
accidental. On close investigation, one will often find that Jesuit priests and politically influential 
Romanist laymen from groups such as Opus Dei have been instrumental in the process." The 
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Reviewer is not surprised, as he remembers 40 years ago the late Mr. Kens it telling him that Jesuits 
were going round secondhand bookshops buying up Protestant history books for destruction. 
Vigilance is essential - keep them, read them and pass them on. 

In conclusion it should be a matter of thankfulness that the Lord has brought out such a useful 
man from the darkness of Rome and is using his testimony through "Berean Beacon" and 
elsewhere. It should also be our prayer that the Lord will bring others out of this wicked system 
into the light of the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

There are four appendices on the Scripture given to the Early Church; the Apocrypha; the 
Church as the Pillar and Stay of the Truth; and the Bible and the Catechism compared. D.C.R. 

Works of William Tyndale in 2 volumes. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 608 and 696, 
hardback. £33.00. ISBN 978 I 84871 074 0. 

Readers familiar with the Parker Society volumes will recognise these books instantly. This is not 
the first time Banner has made facsimile reprints of titles from that great series: in 1979 they 
reprinted the Works of John Bradford. There is much else that could profitably be taken from the 
Parker Society volumes and set before a new generation of pastors, teachers and church members. 
The Works o(Wil/iam Tyndale are particularly suitable because they were written, not for scholars, 
but for ordinary people, many of whom knew little of the Gospel. He wanted his readers to 
understand the central and fundamental point of the Gospel - justification by faith alone through 
grace alone in Christ alone. He knew exactly what his readers had been taught by the medieval 
church, and he wanted to deliver them from those errors. To do this he expounded Scripture, for 
which he had a remarkable gift. 

Having translated most of the Bible (see David Daniell's Biography ofWilliam Tyndale) he prepared 
introductions to each book of the Bible. These are reproduced in Vol. I. The first volume also 
contains various doctrinal treatises, of which one, "A Pathway into Scripture", is a declaration of 
the doctrine of justification by faith by way of a quick canter through the whole of sacred salvation 
history. There is also a biographical sketch of his life and work. Volume 2 contains various scriptural 
expositions, his work The Practice of Prelates, and his Answer to Sir Thomas Moore's Dialogue. 

Bearing in mind how long ago Tyndale wrote he is very easy to read. He understood the great 
dangers of the papal system, and the harm done to people by the priests who served such a system. 
There is much to learn here, and much to be encouraged by. We wonder, though, how many will 
follow Tyndale in his view of the soul. E.J.M. 

The Life of John Milne of Perth. Horatius Bonar. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 464, 
hardback. £ 14.00. ISBN 13 978 0 85 I 5 I 961 6. 

The name of John Milne is not, perhaps, so well known as those of his "companions in labour", 
William Burns and Robert McCheyne. All were engaged in work of the ministry of the Word in 
Scotland, and it is of particular interest to have this account by such a valued author. He was, so 
Bonar tells us, "greatly beloved by us aii".The middle years of the 19th century had, it is clear, almost 
a surfeit of good, sound preachers of the Gospel (if only it were so today!). 

The book commences with details of Mr. Milne's birth, moving on to his early years and then to 
his work in Perth, where he became minister of St. Leonard's church. Dr. Bonar's close friendship 
enabled him to give a first-hand account of the exceptional events of the religious revival taking 
place at that time, and therefore make this "Life" a very rewarding study. 

Dr. Bonar quotes John ("Rabbi") Duncan: "Duncan mentioned to me that he had heard Milne, 
many years ago, in Moody Stuart's church, and that he did not altogether assent to some of his 
opening statements, thinking them not quite theologically correct. 'But', said he, 'I heard the whole 
sermon to the end, and I soon felt that I was listening to a man that loved Christ better than I 
did myself." 
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The special "refreshings" in Perth brought forth an Enquiry by the Aberdeen Presbytery, in the 
form of sixteen questions. Bonar states: "The bias of some members of committee and of 
Presbytery was very strong against revival work, and especially against W. C. Burns .... "A record 
of answers from Andrew Gray, Minister of the West Church of Perth, is given. Mr. Bonar comments: 
"But it is not with the presbyterial report at large that we have here to do, but merely with the 
record which is preserved in it regarding the work at Perth ... worthy of being studied now, though 
thirty years have gone by since the events occurred." This section is of particular interest. It cannot 
be denied, however, that the churches were being made "alive". Milne writes to a friend thus: "I 
suspect that much of the religion you will meet with has more of the flesh than of the spirit; more 
of the self than of Christ; more of the world than of the closet; more of working than what is more 
humbling- meek, patient, waiting on the Lord." 

He took a very warm interest in all missionary work and spent three years in India, from whence 
he returned in 1858 to resume his ministry in Perth. 

Well bound, good paper and print; very informative ... an excellent book. D.L.J. 

Awakening: The Life and Ministry of Robert Murray McCheyne. David 
Robertson. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 288, paperback. £9.99. ISBN 978 I 84550 542 4. 

Although this book recounts the 1839 revival in Dundee, it is about much more, telling of the work 
and witness of Robert Murray McCheyne, whose life was short- he died aged twenty-nine -and 
whose influence has been long. It describes his early life, both with regard to the home into which 
he was born and the excellent education that he received; but the particular thrust is naturally 
about his eventual call to minister at St. Peter's Church in Dundee. 

A detailed picture is painted of the changes that had taken place in the area as a result of the 
industrial revolution. McCheyne as the faithful pastor, who not only visited the sick and the dying, 
but who also wrote letters (a declining, if not a dying, practice nowadays) is well recounted, all of 
which gradually leads up to the great awakening, told in Chapter Fourteen and beyond. 

Interestingly, the revival occurred whilst he was visiting Israel, his place in the pulpit having been 
taken by William Chalmers Burns. Revival had already broken out elsewhere under Burns' ministry, 
and so it did in Dundee. Neither did McCheyne succumb to the age-old problem of jealousy that 
a revival should have started during his absence. Indeed, before his departure, he had prophetically 
meditated upon such a possibility. 

Although the revival is recorded in considerable detail, the book does not end there. The author, 
being the current Minister at St. Peter's Church, recounts its subsequent history up to, and 
including, the present day. In so doing, the reasons for the general decline in Christianity are 
examined, and yet the book concludes on a positive note. In addition, there are several points for 
meditation at the end of each chapter - and there is none greater than the concluding one: "What 
do you think of Jesus Christ?" P.C.M. 

David Brainerd -A Flame for God. Vance Christie. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 318, 
paperback. £7.99.1SBN 978 I 84550 478 6. 

David Brainerd was an eighteenth century missionary to the North American Indians. This 
biography is one in the Christian Focus "History Makers" series, and describes Brainerd's short life 
and his wholehearted devotion to God's service; he died in 1747, aged 29. Brought up in a Christian 
farming family, he went to Yale but was expelled for a chance remark about a lecturer, which was 
overheard, and for attending a meeting which the students had been forbidden to attend. He was 
appointed a missionary in 1742 by the New York branch of the Society in Scotland for Propagating 
Christian Knowledge. 

Christie gives an almost day-to-day account of Brainerd's life, based largely on his (Brainerd's) 
journals ahd an earlier biography, The Life of David Brainerd, by Norman Pettit. There are frequent 
quotations from the journals. Often the text that Brainerd preached on is given and usually the 
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results, but hardly ever the content of his sermon. Christie describes Brainerd's spiritual struggles 
and long fight againstTB; Brainerd often preached and rode long distances when he was sick. He is 
held up as an example of a devoted Christian and his story is inspiring. 

The book is neatly produced, without illustrations, and surprisingly readable considering the 
rather repetitive nature of the content as it follows his journals. All Bible quotations are from the 
Authorised Version. It is recommended and might well be useful to inspire Christian young people. 

G.D.M. 

Thandabantu: The Man Who Loved the People. J. Cameron Fraser. Guardian 
Books/Essence Publishing, 20 Hanna Court, Belleville, Ontario, Canada, K8P 5J2. pp. 64, paperback. 
£4.50. ISBN 978 I 5542 480 8. 

The author was only four-and-a-half years old when his father, James, died in 1959, and this book is 
written in tribute to his work by his son. In 1938 James Fraser went to the Free Presbyterian 
Mission in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) as a replacement teacher for Miss Jean Nicolson during her 
home leave. (For a fuller account of this mission's work, A Heart for Africa, is recommended.) A 
marked feature of the present book is the lasting effects of what the world calls "chance" or "lucky" 
meetings. The first is the time two African Christians were invited to tea in Edinburgh in 1897/8 
(p. 19). Another is the meeting of James Fraser with the government inspector of native schools, 
leading to Fraser's work at a teacher training school (p. 30). It was there that Fraser added 
preaching and personal evangelism to his successful teaching. A third is the account (p. 43) of how 
the sick and aged woman Mazwabo came to be converted and her consistent witness for her 
Saviour thereafter. 

This short tribute by J. Cameron Fraser covers many interesting and enlightening occasions in 
his father's career. It was not an easy life for him, his wife and family, the workload being spoken of 
by him as "a burden greater than any mortal man can bear". The fact that, under God, he did bear 
it, is a mark of his character noticed by the Africans who nicknamed him "The Man Who Loved the 
People". This should be considered as an uplifting present at a modest price. G.F.H.H. 

Lives Jesus Changed. Simon Vivert. Christian Focus Publications. pp. 256, paperback. £7.99. 
ISBN I 84550 543 3/978 I 84550 543 I. 

At first sight, this book looks like a commentary; but, as the subtitle says, it consists of "Lessons 
about life". 

Its eighteen chapters each begin with specific passages from John's Gospel followed by a general 
discourse. The version used is the Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV), though there are 
occasional quotations from the NIV. Each chapter ends with "points to ponder". The appendix 
contains an article by the author, reprinted from The Anvil, written in a slightly different style from 
the rest. 

The possibility is raised twice of Christians being called to account for what they say (pp. 43 and 
52), together with the suggestion that John the Baptist is a model for imitation. It was not surprising, 
therefore, to read that "repentance is at the heart of our relationship with God" (p. 48). 

There are two matters which call for a greater examination. The first are the miracles of the 
feeding of the five thousand and the walking on the water on which, as the author acknowledges, 
some people have expressed doubts. One forms the impression that he does not share them, 
without adequately saying why. The second is whether Nicodemus experienced the new birth. John 
Chapter 3 is examined in some detail, but there is decidedly less analysis of John 7:50-52 and 19:38-
42. The latter, in particular, provides a compelling answer to the question: "Did Nicodemus come 
out of darkness into light?" (pp. 72 and 241 ). On the other hand, the occasional contention that if 
one could only see a miracle, one would become a Christian, is effectively dealt with. 
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Overall, this book provides several profitable lines of thought, not least that "the key challenge 
of the Bible is not that it contradicts itself but that it contradicts me". P.C.M. 

The Message of Esther. David G. Firth. lnterVarsity Press. The Bible Speaks Today Old 
Testament series. pp. 144, paperback. £8.99. ISBN 978 184474 444 2. 

The author is Old Testament lecturer at Cliff College, and the book is a product of his teaching, 
study and preaching. Thus it is fitted to students and preachers, and geared to youth. He uses at 
least six Bible versions, and the Bibliography runs to three pages. 

Why is the book of Esther in the Bible, seeing it contains no mention of God, prayer, or the land 
of Israel? The answer he gives is that the strength of Esther is precisely that God is never seen, but 
His hand is behind all that happens, all working out His purpose exactly. However, election and 
predestination, so obviously the basis of Esther, are not made much of. 

Esther is held by certain scholars to be a work of fiction, not historical fact. This commentary 
holds to the historicity of Esther, but gives a point, in that it approaches it as narrative. This is what 
these scholars have moved to. Whereas they used to - and still do - divide up chapters and even 
verses as coming from different sources, now they look at the text of the Old Testament as brilliant 
Hebrew story telling. Esther is looked upon as perhaps the high point of narrative skill. The 
commentator says, "In my own experience, a careful reading of 6: 1-13 often has the congregation 
laughing at all the right points". His summary is that "the crucial point to make is that although the 
book of Esther refers to historical events, it does so in a way that is intended to entertain". What! 
God's Word? 

Commentaries today tend to wordiness by including many views of many scholars. Thus they can 
stray into the realm of the fanciful. In seeking parallels with the rest of the Old Testament, King 
Ahasuerus is likened to Nabal and Am non. This fullness is useful for exams, and seeks to be fair all 
round, but can hesitate to take the right side clearly and sound uncertain. 

The strong points are that Christ is pointed to throughout, and all is well laid out. The book's 
background is shown, each main character is delineated, and then the chapters commented on, a 
few verses at a time. 

Please obtain any books reviewed or advertised from your local Christian bookshop, as we 
regretfully are not in a position to supply your requirements. 
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