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• EDITORIAL • 

Old Series 
No. 2688 

"These things I write unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: But if I tarry 
long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself" 

(1 Timothy 3:14-15) 

LETTER writing is a fast disappearing art. Not because it is hard to learn, but 
because the phone and email are easier and cheaper, and letters cost thought. "Hi 
Edward" from a perfect stranger fits today's lifestyle, so "Dear Mr. Malcolm" is 
ever rarer. Letters in Christian magazines and parish newsletters, have their likely 
origin in the Gospel Magazine, the first of all such. And they are the chief item of 
interest, because they are a personal message from the minister. Many never read 
the rest of the contents, only the letter. 

Just as the Reformation spread by use of the latest technology, the then new art 
of printing, so that Luther's Ninety-Five Thesis were being spread in leaflets 
round England within three weeks of their publication, so we neither denigrate 
nor despise the way radio, the world-wide web and modem communications are 
behind the vast spread of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus today. We welcome them. 
But these features of our throw-away society are designed to be ephemeral, 
flitting in and out of view into oblivion, leaving not a wrack behind. Handwritten 
letters remain. 

Personal letters through the post are read in a way magazines and periodicals 
are not, and have lasting influence. I lived by letters to and from my father and 
mother for many years, both away at school as a boy, and then abroad, and from 
my fiancee, and later our children. I waited for them, read them eagerly, and they 
spoke to my heart as print could not. 
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Do not think it was easy for the great Apostle to write to Timothy. From prison 
he had to send and buy pen, penknife, paper, ink, or employ a letter writer, think 
it throughcL-get a trustworthy messenger, risk it falling into the hands of the 
authorities, and wait long for a reply. But Timothy treasured those letters, cried 
over them, and they have passed down the centuries and speak in living tones. We 
know how we ought to behave ourselves in the Church of God through what 
Timothy must have carried round in his bag for years, and often consulted. Had 
the authorities or their paid informers smelt them out, he would have paid with his 
life. What liberty we have! 

Many have reason to bless God for a letter received, for renewed hope 
and eternal good. Much of the history of the past is from preserved letters. 
Letter writing is a ministry. Then why not sit down and write? Conscience 
says we ought. When Gospel Magazine readers go to glory, their children often 
send and say please stop sending, but do not seem to share their parents' faith. 
Make a memorial to yourself. Sit down and write them a letter. Explain how 
you came to know the Saviour, tell them the story of God's good hand on 
your week, your year, how your whole manner of life is dependent on the 
reality of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus. Obey what the Spirit says and you 
will never regret it. Cast thy bread upon the waters, and it shall return unto thee 
after many days. 

--·--
• A SERMON • 

BY THE EDITOR 

"Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in 
turning every one ofyoufrom his iniquities" (Acts 3:26) 

WHATEVER is being preached today, this is how God has shown us to preach, 
like Peter. What Peter said when remaining time was short for his hearers before 
God's vengeance fell on them, we must repeat and miss nothing out, however 
unpopular or unfashionable. Salvation is of God. 

God always deals with the Jew first 

These words were spoken by Peter shortly after the crucifixion to the Jews, whose 
fathers had slain the prophets and themselves taken part in murdering God's Son, 
and would persecute His Apostles and followers until wrath should come upon 
them to the uttermost. That would be in the siege of Jerusalem in less than forty 
years from Peter's words here. The destruction of Jerusalem was the curtain raiser 
for the end of all things, and a foretaste of God visiting His wrath upon all nations 
in the end times. As that was the most terrible and cruel siege of all the wars of 
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all the ages, so it was used by the Lord Jesus Christ as an exact illustration of the 
end awaiting this rebellious age in what He told His disciples in Matthew 24, 
Mark 13 and Luke 21. God has an unchanging order; the Jew comes first in 
hardest punishment and in greatest blessing. What happens to them will then 
happen to the nations, in that order. Let us remember that the times of the Gentiles 
will have an end, the Gospel depart from us and return to the Jew. Preach the 
word, in season, out of season. Time is not endless. Preach like Peter. 

God comes first and last in salvation 

Peter ascribes the whole of salvation to God, the plan from eternity in the choice 
of Abraham and his descendants the Jews, then choosing a remnant of them to 
bring God's chosen Messiah. He gives no ground of boasting to man, but speaks 
accusingly of man as rejecting Messiah, doing wickedly, and needing God to take 
all the action to save, because man is helpless, hopeless, defiled and unable to do 
anything to save himself. All must be of God. 

God raised up Jesus 
Let Jew and Gentile learn that above them both comes Jesus in God's salvation. 
Man comes nowhere. Thus Peter flatly contradicts the Jews' rejection of Jesus the 
Messiah. He says Jesus is the fulfilment of the covenant with Abraham. "Raised 
up" need not only mean from the dead, but just as God had raised up Cyrus, or 
any other great leader, so God put His choice upon Jesus, put His mighty hand on 
Jesus' life and lifted Him above Jew and Gentile. When you preach the Gospel, 
however you sugar the pill, this elevation of Jesus must be stated in plain terms, 
with all its implications which so upset religions, politicians, philosophers, 
scientists and historians. Jesus is God's salvation, and lives today, God over all, 
blessed forever. 

God sent Jesus 
Each idea Peter states cuts right across the ideas of his hearers. They believed that 
either Jesus sent Himself as an impostor, or unthinkingly accepted the view that 
the evil power of Beelzebub sent Him. They had got round His miracles by that 
belief, roundly stated by their leaders. They believed the Cross proved God 
rejected Him. Today people believe He represents outdated thought and 
ignorance, whereas we live in the age of light and reason. The French Revolution 
following Voltaire's philosophy actually made a temple to Reason in Paris. 
Communist sculptors everywhere carved the image of the worker in a larger 
than life style called Realism, meaning the facing up of Communism to what 
is relevant and actual. Carl Marx dismissed Jesus especially, but all religion, as 
the opiate of the people, and unreal. We preach that God sent Jesus as the 
only Saviour, Reasonable and Real, the answer to real man's real sins, even 
killing Jesus. 
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God deals personally 
Look how often Peter uses the emphatic "you". That disappears in translation 
today. What he is saying is "I accuse you, all of you, the lot". He then says "each 
of you", "by turning you each from his wicked ways". Never preach without 
including everyone, then making it personal and pointed. We are not lecturers or 
teachers - they can be impersonal, we cannot in dealing with the souls of men. 
Our accusation like Peter's is emphatic, to all as a group, and to each separately. 

Peter is getting at his hearers most cherished belief. He is saying, you Jews 
have a favourite belief that being children of Abraham, God will fulfil Abraham's 
promises and blessings to you, irrespective of personal repentance and 
conversion. Peter says, No! You are to be saved from your sins, not in them. Not 
by being a Jew but individually, personally. Attend most funerals today anywhere 
and you will come to the conclusion from the things said, that the Jews' favourite 
belief is shared by most of mankind, that the promises and blessings are theirs, 
regardless of how they have lived. 

God resurrected Jesus 
How did God bless the Jews, or us? He did it by raising up Jesus. The word also 
means raising from the dead. He was raised for our justification. God showed that 
He accepted Jesus' death as the sacrifice for our sins by the resurrection. By that 
well witnessed miracle God vindicated the Lord Jesus from every charge, as the 
spotless Lamb of God, an acceptable sacrifice. Thus by the offering of Himself, 
once, He dealt with sin for everyone who believes. Peter is saying that he who 
believes in Jesus is justified from all that the Law could not justify him from, thus 
flatly contradicting one of the most cherished beliefs of his hearers, that 
righteousness comes by the Law. The resurrection proves that God accepts the 
death of Jesus. 

God accuses the Jews of wickedness 
In plain terms Peter is accusing men who had the power and means to kill him for 
saying it, of being wicked men. And they resented it, for although some repented 
and believed that day, the rest showed by their attitude over the days and years 
ahead, that they hated the followers of Jesus for it. Especially they personally 
hated Jesus, the cause of all this. Thus the Jews pursued Paul, hated Peter and the 
other Apostles, and later were eager in fetching wood to bum Polycarp. You must 
preach sin, yet you, and all us Christians, are hated for doing so. Why is this? 

It is because we teach what the Bible says, that we were born in sin, personally 
responsible for our own evil choices, and that man is a God hater and wishes to 
cast off God and His Messiah. The Rabbi's view of sin was and is something that 
we can stop at will, and is external to us, much different to the Bible. All around 
us this is a favourite belief of the world that man is good at bottom, able to do good 
if and when he chooses if shown aright. Show him light, and he will choose it. That 
clashes head-on with the Bible, that man at bottom is wicked, vile and hopeless. 
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God applies Truth personally 

What would you expect God to do? He would be fully justified in taking 
vengeance upon man. No human father would forgive such murderers. It needed 
God to do that. What did He do? He raised up Jesus, and not to punish, but to bless 
them and us - the Greek is instrumental. Many look upon our religion as the cause 
of wars, the source of trouble and a dull, insipid way of life, in short, a bad thing. 
But God raised Jesus to be the instrument of untold blessing to us wicked. 

Our religion is the most joyful inspiration of our lives 
Our lives would be dull without the Lord Jesus. He is not a taskmaster, but the 
best Master any servant could ever serve. His wages here and now are the best, 
let alone untold riches in heaven. His service is rewarding, even for the 
housebound and the cripple, the mentally retarded and the invalid, the out-of
work and the impossibly overworked. We are rewarded for our puny efforts, even 
for our helplessness. Every sigh is marked in His book, every little act of patience, 
every deed, however small by this world's reckoning. We live an unbounded life, 
eternity is the limit. 

Our past is taken care of 
We all have things in our past we do not wish to remember. We would prefer if 
they had never happened, but they did. Luther said he one day sat down and the 
Devil came to him with a long list of his past sins. Having read them through, he 
asked, if there were any more? The Devil said yes, and produced other and longer 
lists. So Luther asked, are there yet more? No, said the Devil. Then said Luther, 
take thy pen, and write across the lists, "The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin", and the Devil departed, defeated. That is the story of 
every believer's past. It is blotted out, clean gone forever, the slate is wiped clean 
of the debt. 

Our present and future is peaceful and assured 
We have troubles that unbelievers avoid. The Devil has no quarrel with his slaves, 
only a wish to give them no cause to run away. Like the butcher I watched as a 
boy, spilling a little com in front of the pig, all the way across the yard to the door 
of the slaughter house. We have not only deserted the Devil's ranks, but joined 
battle with the world, the flesh, and the Devil, and the trio makes sure we are 
wounded with the edge of every weapon they possesses, doubts, darkness, 
troubles, frustrations, oppositions, and nameless fears of every sort. But we are 
exceeding joyful in all our tribulations. 

We get daily victory 
We go to bed, and as we reckon up the day past, we rejoice in God's help 
through its hours, and trust Him for all we have failed in, or could not do that 
we set out to complete, or needed to do and have not done. Nothing wasted, no 
regrets but satisfaction, so we would not change places with the most envied 
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worldling. Work is clean to us, poverty is riches, chains and bars liberty, death 
the entrance into Jesus' presence, and we have eternal life. We are more than 
conquerors. 

Be like Peter's hearers who believed 

They entered into life. People without Christ are to be pitied for the smallness of 
their bounded existence. We have an aim, a certainty, a sure Guide through 
impossible situations. He speaks words of needed correction, encouragement and 
comfort, takes care of the unknown darkness ahead and is utterly reliable. He 
never broke a promise yet, never raised a false hope. 

Have you spent all these years of life outside the Beautiful Gate of the Temple 
getting a beggar's pittance, carried by others, never able to walk or run in the ways 
of Jesus? Think about what you have heard, believe on the Name of the only 
begotten Son of God, and look upon us expectantly. "Silver and gold have I none; 
but such as I have give I thee; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and 
walk." You shall stand upon your feet and hold on to us, walking, and leaping, and 
praising God. 

Or remain like those of Peter's hearers who refused 
God took vengeance on all who crucified and rejected God's Messiah, You may 
say, I did not crucify Him. No, but your sins nailed Him to that tree. He died for 
you, and you have rejected Him. Those who then rejected Peter's words suffered 
in the real hell of sieged Jerusalem. And God will exact the price of your sins from 
you. The wages of sin is death, eternal death, where their worm dieth not, and 
their fire is not quenched, eternal torment in the lake of fire. Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. 

--·--
• FOR YOUNGER READERS • 

C. MACKENZIE 

THE HUMBLE HEN 

ON her birthday our granddaughter Lois received six lovely brown hens. Before 
they arrived her dad built a run for them and put up a small wooden house with 
nesting boxes. Lois loves looking after them, giving them feed and water, 
checking that they are all right, making shle that the dog next door doesn't upset 
them and keeping the place clean. They all look very similar but have small 
distinguishing marks so Lois knows each one by name. Every day she goes 
looking for eggs in the nesting box. It is great to have a nice fresh boiled egg 
for breakfast. 
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The hen is a very lowly creature. It does not soar in the sky like other birds. It 
is content to peck on the ground for seeds. It does not sing a beautiful song. It just 
gives a quiet clucking sound. 

Yet the Lord Jesus compares Himself to the lowly hen. When He was 
expressing His care and concern for the city of Jerusalem, He said, "how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings and ye would not" (Matthew 23:37). 

What humility Jesus Christ expressed when He likened Himself to the hen and 
what love and grace He showed to sinners in Jerusalem as He desired to draw 
them to Himself. He shows that same love and grace to sinners today. He came to 
this earth to draw sinners to God. "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me" (John 12:32). 

How tragic that the people of Jerusalem refused to come to Jesus Christ and 
trust in Him. God's Word, the Bible, gives us many invitations to come to Jesus 
Christ and put our trust in Him. It also gives us warnings of the dangers of 
refusing to come. "See that ye refuse not him that speaketh" (Hebrews 12:25). 
"How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?" (Hebrews 2:3). 

The lowly hen gives protection and care to her young chicks. Whe~ danger 
approaches they scurry for shelter under the mother hen's wings. The story is told 
of the day the farm yard went on fire. Started with a careless spark in the haystack, 
it quickly spread to the bam and other buildings. The fire brigade managed 
eventually to get the fire under control but after all the panic was over the farmer 
walked through the farmyard checking that all the animals were safe. Near the 
gate he noticed a black bundle of charred feathers - one of his hens had perished. 
When he stooped to pick up the bundle, out from under her wings ran nine fluffy 
chickens. They had been saved by the protecting wings of the mother hen. She 
had died to save her chickens. 

The Lord Jesus died to save His people from eternal death. When we were still 
without strength, in due time, Christ died for the ungodly. "Hereby perceive we 
the love of God, because he laid down his life for us" (1 John 3: 10). But Jesus 
rose from the dead and He ever lives to make intercession for us. 

Jesus Christ was so humble He compared himself to a hen. But what's more, 
He who was God the Son, "humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross" (Philippians 2:8). 

BIBLE SEARCH 

Find the missing words. The initial letters of the answers will spell out the theme 
of the story. 

1. He is despise and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief: and we as it were our faces from him (Isaiah 53:3). 
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2. For even the Son of Man came not to be ministered , but to 
minister! and to give his life a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). 

3. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls (Matthew 11 :29). 

4. shall call his name Emmanuel, which being _____ is, God with us 
(Matthew 1 :23). 

5. Behold thy King cometh unto thee: he is just and having salvation; ___ _ 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass (Zechariah 9:9). 

6. Who can have compassion on the , and on them that are out of 
the way; for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity (Hebrew 5:2). 

7. But I have a baptism to be baptised with: and how am I straitened till it be 
____ (Luke 12:50). 

8. Let us therefore come boldly unto the of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need (Hebrews 4: 16). 

9. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin 
(Hebrews 4: 15). 

10. And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became 
_____ unto death, even the death of the cross (Philippians 2:8). 

11. For as Jonas was three days and three in the whale's belly; so 
shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth 
(Matthew 12:40). 

--·--
• STUDIES IN EZEKIEL • 

PETER KING (Hailsham) 

Chapter 24 

WE have a remarkably accurate account of an event that would be a turning point 
in Judah's history- the fall of Jerusalem. In the 9th year of the reign of Zedekiah, 
in the lOth month and on the lOth day of the month, on this exact day Jerusalem 
fell. It is incredible that this news was given to the captives, 1,000 miles from 
home, as soon as it happened. There were no mobile phones and communications 
would have been slow, so the only explanation is that Ezekiel spoke the words of 
the Lord. 

1. The picture of the boiling pot (verses 1-14). If you look back to chapter 11, it 
is clear the people realised the city was a cauldron, but the leaders had no concern 
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about being the "meat" in the pot. The fact is they did not believe anything would 
take place. We are the people and God is on our side, they boasted. With a history 
like ours no one will be able to destroy us! Sadly what they mocked was about to 
take place with all its consequences, rebuking their senseless folly. The city was 
not a strong place of defence, like a cauldron might be, but it would fall and no 
one would be spared. Read Jeremiah 39 to see what actually happened over the 
next two years. Over many years Jehovah had warned again and again that if the 
people continued to live as they did destruction must follow. There had been 
delays as God gave warnings, but no one listened to the true prophets. "We want 
good, favourable prophecy," they said. Now the Lord does what He said He 
would, no half-measures, total destruction. 

2. Christians and Churches today. Again we have the clear evidence that 
friendship with the world is enmity against God. There is no profit, indeed the 
opposite, in being joined with unbelievers. The Jerusalem Jews thought they 
could serve two masters, and soon found they could not. Correction must follow 
disobedience, although believers will have a good outcome. Remember God does 
warn churches and individual believers, who, if they do not heed, will be judged 
by God Himself. What must we guard against? Lack of spirituality and too great 
an emphasis on this life. We should pray for one another, but not just for good 
health, but also for a closer relationship with God. Prayer for the local bonfire 
party should start to ring alarm bells! Worldliness does not come in the front door 
overnight, but creeps in the back door over months, even years. This does not 
mean Christians cannot enjoy one another's company outside of worship. They 
can and should but not exclusively for natural profit. 

No man can serve two masters 

The second part of this chapter is most strange, yet deeply spiritual. Ezekiel's 
mission to Judah is about to stop for a while, and not until chapter 33 do we have 
the next phase of the prophecy to the captives. Jerusalem is about to fall, and news 
will soon reach Chebar that the city is destroyed. In an attempt to impress this 
on his compatriots, the prophet loses his wife, his most treasured possession. 
Normally on such an occasion there would be a procedure to follow, and certainly 
great mourning and weeping. Ezekiel is told to do nothing like that at all. We have 
an insight into the character of Ezekiel here, where in verse 8 he simply says, "I 
spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in the 
morning as I was commanded". It seems rather cold and unfeeling, but he was not 
told to be unmoved, rather to hide his emotions. 

The message is that all the calamity of Jerusalem, as predicted for so long, 
when it came about should not be the subject of great weeping, but rather there 
should be sorrow for the sin that caused it. The temple, and all that meant to the 
people, had gone; how would they cope? "Pine away in your iniquities" says God, 
"do not go around bemoaning the inevitable". Ezekiel was not to forget he was a 
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preacher, and although his mouth was now closed concerning this matter, when 
escapees from Jerusalem, or other traumatised citizens, came to him he was to be 
sympathetic - his mouth would be open to him "that escapeth in that day". This 
vision also ends with the familiar words "they shall know that I am the Lord". 

LESSONS FOR TODAY 

(a) When events take place around us, we must not be overcome by the event, but 
try to see the reason behind it. Sin is our great enemy, and all our troubles stem 
from this great evil. Once something has taken place - a broken marriage, the 
death of a loved one - it is not the time to point a finger of accusation, but to be 
a listening ear (verse 26). If we ask God for wisdom He will give us words to 
speak suitable for the situation (verse 37). As Ezekiel was a fellow sufferer with 
the other captives, so we should make another person's sorrow our sorrow. "Weep 
with them that weep." 

(b) This is a beautiful picture of Christ, who was for a while made lower than the 
angels, so He could be a High Priest sympathetic to us. Even now, He sends His 
Spirit to be our "Comforter". 

Come unto Me all ye that ... are heavy laden, and I will give you rest 

--·--
• PRAYER, FAITH, LOVE AND HOPE • 

L. T. JONES (Long Stratton, Norfolk) 

"We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our 
prayers; remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, 

and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and 
our Father" (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3) 

PAUL was concerned for the spiritual good of the members of the church of the 
Thessalonians. So he wrote them a letter. 

Prayer 

Paul prayed for the members of the church of the Thessalonians. He gave thanks 
to God for them all always. He taught Christians to give thanks to God when 
making requests to Him (Philippians 4:6). God is so good to Christians that there 
are many things for which they should give Him thanks. Paul was grateful to God 
that the Christians at Thessalonica had become Christians. He was glad when 
Timotheus brought him good news about their spiritual condition (1 Thessa
lonians 3:6-9). As well as Paul, Silvanus and Timotheus remembered these 
Christians in prayer. 
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To be able to pray to God is a great privilege, which has been granted to 
those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. They can pray for their own needs, 
and also for the needs of others. They can and should pray for all other Christians 
living upon the earth (Ephesians 6: 18). Paul prayed for the Christians at 
Thessalonica. He asked them to pray for him, and Silvanus and Timotheus 
(1 Thessalonians 5:25). 

Faith 

Paul remembered the faith of the Christians at Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 1 :3). 
Christians are people who have faith in God, and in the Lord Jesus Christ. Without 
faith a man cannot please God. For a man to please God, he must believe that God 
is, and that He rewards those who diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). Faith 
comes by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10: 17). Paul had preached the Word 
of God at Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 2: 13). Faith can grow (2 Thessalonians 
1 :3). This can happen as believers read God's Word, and as they receive good 
teaching from God's Word. For this purpose, God has given to the church teachers 
(1 Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4: 11-12), To have little faith is a blessing. But to 
be strong in faith is better. 

Paul remembered the "work of faith" of the Christians at Thessalonica 
(1 Thessalonians 1 :3). James taught that faith without works is dead (James 
2:26). Men who have faith should walk in good works (Ephesians 2: 10). A man's 
"walk" is his normal behaviour. A Christian's good works give evidence of a 
Christian faith. 

Love 

Paul remembered the love of the Christians at Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 1 :3). 
The fruit of the Spirit is produced in the lives of Christians. Love is a part of the 
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). A Christian is someone who loves God 
(Romans 8:28). People who love God obey Him. They obey the commandments 
of God (1 John 5:2-3). Christians love one another. They can know that they have 
passed from death to life, if they love one another (1 John 3:14). The Lord Jesus 
Christ gave His disciples a commandment to love one another (John 13:34). 
The Christians at Thessalonica were taught by God to love one another 
(1 Thessalonians 4:9). The love of Christians for one another can increase 
(1 Thessalonians 3: 12). Christians should desire that their love for other 
Christians should increase. They can pray to God that He will make their love for 
other Christians to increase. Paul desired that the Lord would make the love of the 
Christians at Thessalonica for each other to increase (1 Thessalonians 3: 12). 

Paul remembered the "labour of love" of the Christians at Thessalonica 
(1 Thessalonians 1 :3). Love can cause Christians to do deeds of love. They can 
do things for others because they love them. Love is kind and love is patient 
(1 Corinthians 13:4). 
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Hope 

The Christians at Thessalonica had "patience of hope" in the Lord Jesus Christ 
(1 Thessalonians 1 :3). For Christians the Lord Jesus Christ is their hope (i 
Timothy 1:1). Christians have hope for the future. God has prepared wonderful 
things for those who love Him (1 Corinthians 2:9-1 0). There are things reserved 
in heaven for them (1 Peter 1:4, Colossians 1 :5). While living upon earth, 
Christians can patiently wait for these things (Romans 8:25). The Christian has a 
wonderful future. In eternity, Christians will be forever with the Lord (1 
Thessalonians 4: 17). They will enjoy the presence of God. It will be joyful to be 
in the presence of God (Psalm 16:11). 

Paul used the words "in the sight of God" (1 Thessalonians 1 :3). God sees 
everything (Hebrews 4: 13). He sees how all Christians are behaving. He saw the 
"work of faith" and the "labour of love" and the "patience of hope" in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, of the Christians at Thessalonica. He saw Paul, and Silvanus, and 
Timotheus praying for them. 

In his letter to the Christians at Thessalonica, Paul described God as "our 
Father" (1 Thessalonians 1:1, 3). Christians are people who are the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26). 

In his letter to the Christians at Thessalonica, Paul described the Lord Jesus 
Christ as "our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thessalonians 1 :3). The Lord Jesus Christ 
was the Lord of Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus and of the Christians at 
Thessalonica. For a man to be saved from sin and its punishment, he must confess 
with his mouth the Lord Jesus (Romans 10:9). Christians are people who have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord (Colossians 2:6, John 1: 12-13). "Sara obeyed 
Abraham, calling him lord" (1 Peter 3:6). The Lord Jesus Christ saves those who 
obey Him (Hebrews 5:9). ~ 

--·--
• THE CHURCH FROM ALFRED 

TO THE CONQUEST (AD 899-1066) 
- THE DARK AGES • 

Part I 

THE EDITOR 

The background - kings and kingdoms 

We start a century earlier. The British Isles had long been divided into kingdoms 
whose areas of rule and powers fluctuated greatly. What we now know as England 
comprised Northumbria stretching well north of the modem Scottish border and 
as far south as the Humber, and Southumbria all south of the Humber, itself 
comprising the Mercians, West Saxons, Kent and the East Anglians. In West 
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Britain what we now know as English power was extending into what is now 
south east Wales. 

The Welsh mountain kingdoms tended to look to Ireland, and there was much 
contact across the Irish Sea, and with brother Celts in south-west and north-west 
Wales, the Western Isles, north-west England and western Scotland. The key to all 
this was that it was Celtic, and so against the hated Saxons. But within that Celt 
fought Celt and, for instance, South Wales sought West Saxon help against North 
Welsh inroads. 

All this was fluid, and much more based on peoples and tribes who could 
function perfectly well without a king. The binding factors were not to do with 
kings and kingdoms, but peoples with duties of kinship, aiding one another if 
attacked, and meetings for settling disputes, such as the English hundred, lathe or 
soke, the northern British and Scottish scir, and the Welsh cantref 

The king's power derived from the amount of land each inherited, and the 
demands they could make of their people for royal sustenance and food for their 
armies. This due was later called the Danegeld, as they were then fighting the 
Vikings. These demands led to Royal Charters and Laws. All this tended to make 
tribal kings disappear. Thus kings, with scattered duties and fighting, were not a 
stable point, although itinerating English kings were much more visible to their 
subjects than say the Scottish ones. Stability was provided by the church, with its 
inalienable land holdings and fixed nature. However, in England, unlike Wales 
and Ireland whose law codes were much more extensively preserved than in 
England, kings were much more concerned with laws. In England the main 
documents are records of law courts, being preserved by Archbishop Wulfstan 
in the early 11th century. What marks them so different from Irish and Welsh 
laws are that the English ones were issued in the king's name, giving him real 
responsibilities. The church was involved in these laws. Round about AD 1000, 
Archbishop Wulfstan of York was opening the law of .tEthelred with the words 
"we shall all love and honour one God and zealously hold one Christian faith and 
we all have confirmed both with word and with pledge that we will all hold one 
Christian faith under the rule of one king". Note, he was speaking about a 
southern English king, although York was the archbishopric of the old kingdom 
of the Northumbrians. Two centuries earlier the archbishops of York had crowned 
Northumbrian kings, and fifty years earlier been involved in accepting a Viking 
invasion. He is calling the Northumbrians "the English". Thus his successor in the 
late 1060s, the last native archbishop, was accepting William as the one king of 
the English, and that when uprisings against William were taking place around 
him. The mid 1Oth century archbishop, who did not accept an English king, was 
taken south and imprisoned. 

External pressures on the Church 
Into this came the Vikings, which derives from old Norse feminine noun viking, 
an expedition overseas. So fara i Viking was "to go on an expedition". The word 

• 
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was first known to be used in Old English in the Anglo Saxon poem "Widseth", 
but it was less used then than now, others being "gentiles", especially by the Irish 
chroniclers, and "pirates". There was a revival of the term Viking in the 18th 
century. The Vikings from Scandinavia invaded Western Europe for the whole of 
our period. They were skilled seafarers, using their longboats, whose sailing 
powers were enhanced by their invention of a second spar to enable sailing closer 
to the wind, and equipped with oars, and of shallow draught for landings and 
navigating rivers. They travelled as far as the Volga, taking all the land from 
Finland to the Black Sea in one kingdom under Oleg, a Swede. It later became 
known as Russia. They sailed the North Atlantic, colonising England, parts of 
Scotland, Wales and Ireland, Normandy, Iceland, and Greenland. They went as far 
as Newfoundland, North Africa, the Middle East, and even to Baghdad, the centre 
of the Muslim empire, as colonists, traders and mercenaries. Hincmar, archbishop 
of Rheims, died in AD 882 while fleeing from Norman raiders. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury was taken by the Danes and held to ransom. He refused to ruin his 
people by raising the sum needed and chose death. They besieged Paris. 

Modem historians have some grounds for doubting all the stories about the 
Vikings. There are the largely contemporary Irish Annals and the Anglo Saxon 
Chronicle, but also the later sagas of the deeds of famous Vikings. Archaeological 
evidence shows Norse settlements, rune stones, burial sites and ships and place 
names. Archaeologists tend to look at sites like Dublin and York, and point to 
trade, invention, and how they quickly settled and took an active part in the lands 
they colonised. Those who study contemporary accounts point to the bloodthirsty, 
barbarian pirate side of them. 

Not less alarming was the rapidly expanding Muslim empire. The Muslims had 
been defeated in their conquest of Europe, at Tours in mid France by Charles 
Martel in AD 732, although boasting they would stable their horses in Rome, and 
had been driven back into Spain. The Mozarebes or Spanish Christians were 
subject to abuse and heavy restrictions. In the East of Europe, the Muslims were 
pushing back the Roman Byzantines in Anatolia, Greece, the Mediterranean 
Islands, and the extreme south of Italy. In AD 846 they plundered the churches of 
Ss. Peter and Paul in Rome. The papacy under the pressure sunk to its lowest 
depths, between 897 and 955; seventeen popes followed in rapid succession. Thus 
the Church existed in a beleaguered citadel. Lords appropriated monasteries, and 
abbots became feudal lords. It is not generally known that Alfred sent a delegation 
to the Mar Thoma Church in India saying that as they were the only two churches 
left in the world, they should be in touch. 

A third trouble was the pagan Magyars who came during the period and settled 
on the grasslands of Hungary. They immediately started their frequent horseback 
raids into France, Germany and Italy, bringing chaos until mostly exterminated by 
Otto in AD 955. 

Within that ever-lessening area Western Europe was inferior to its Greek and 
Muslim neighbours. The Eastern Church had dominated for th~ first six centuries, 
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and like the Muslims, was much richer and more advanced than the West. No 
wonder most Christians felt the world would end in AD 1000. Yet it was on the 
West that the task of missionary work in Northern Europe fell. 

Why and when did the Vikings invade? 
The reason the Vikings swarmed out of their fjords is debated. There is 
archaeological evidence suggesting contacts with Britain long before this. The 
cause of the attacks that started in AD 793 on Lindisfarne monastery, seem to have 
been partly piracy as they saw the weakness of the land, partly colonisation 
through need of land so bringing their families with them, and partly to attack 
northern Christian bases as the Frankish empire extended northwards 
threateningly. They were strong heathen, and seemed to have been stirred by the 
loss of Thor's religion from Friesland, the work of Willibald and other 
missionaries, but much more by the enforced conversion of the warlike Germanic 
Saxons by Charlemagne from AD 772 to 805, the Saxon chief submitting to 
baptism in AD 785. Charlemagne saw the last German heathen tribe as dangerous 
and needing conversion. He believed baptism made a man a Christian, even if 
against his will. He is accused by Schaff of "the first ominous example of a 
bloody crusade for the overthrow of heathenism and the extension of the church". 
Even Alcuin, his devoted admirer, protested mildly against this wholesale 
conversion by force. It is probably no accident that Viking activity started in those 
years before Charlemagne's death. Another pointer is that later, because of the 
penetration of Christianity into Scandinavia, serious conflict divided Norway for 
almost a century. 

For convenience the period is divided into the First Viking Age in the 9th 
century and the Second Viking Age in the lOth and early 11th centuries. However, 
there is hardly a decade in the whole period when Britain or Ireland was not 
subject to these raids. However, England suffered less from these for a period in 
the middle of the 1Oth century. 

The raids as punishment on the Church and peoples 
The Chroniclers believed that the state of the Church and the peoples were the 
causes, and the invasions were a direct visitation of God. Bede, in the end of his 
writings in Candela Ecclesia in 734 some two years before his death, showed great 
concern for the state of the church. After commending that close heed be paid to 
the Scriptures, especially Paul to Timothy and Titus, and to the Pastoral Rule of 
Gregory, he said certain bishops were to be corrected. They were reported to be 
indulging in laughter, jests, tales, feasting and drunkenness, and should read 
carefully the Acts of the Apostles, so that they might learn what kind of men 
worked with Paul and Barnabas. He speaks of the need to eradicate certain grave 
abuses which had led to spurious forms of monasticism. Laymen in many places 
had bought lands under the pretext of founding monasteries, getting hereditary 
rights by royal charter, helped by bishops and abbots. Men of rank thus managed 
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to avoid conscription for military service and their lands from secular taxation. 
These false monasteries were inhabited by families, and their avoidance of military 
service was endangering the land. He also shows deep concern for the state of the 
church in Northumbria, although he commends "innumerable blameless people". 

In the Annals of St.-Bertin in about AD 839, a letter is preserved from King 
JEthelwulf to Louis the Pious, which describes a vision "experienced by a certain 
pious priest in the land of the English" in which his spirit guide showed him boys 
writing in lines of blood the various sins of the Christian people committed 
because of their refusal to obey the precepts of holy Scripture, and he received this 
warning: "If Christian people do not quickly do penance for their various vices 
and crimes and do not observe the Lord's Day in a stricter and worthier way, then 
a great and crushing disaster will swiftly come upon them: for three days and 
nights a very dense fog will spread over their land, and then all of a sudden pagan 
men will lay waste with fire and sword most of the people of the land of the 
Christians along with all they possess. But if, instead, they are willing to do true 
penance immediately, and carefully atone for their sins according to the Lord's 
command with fasting, prayer and alms-giving, then they may still escape the 
punishments and disasters through the intercession of the saints." 

The Anglo Saxon Chronicle in its northern version for the year 793 says: "In 
this year terrible omens appeared over the land of the Northumbrians and 
miserably distressed the people: these were immense lightning-flashes, and fiery 
dragons were seen flying in the sky. A great famine immediately followed these 
portents, and a short while later in the same year, on the 8th June, the ravages of 
heathen men miserably destroyed God's church in Lindisfarne through plundering 
and slaughter." 

Commentators in Europe, writing at the end of the century, were convinced that 
religion had sunk to an unprecedented low amongst the English. Alcuin, the well 
known English monk and scholar from York, who had been summoned to work 
for Charlemagne, "wrote King JEthelred of Northumbria a letter which has 
miraculously been preserved": "It is now nearly 350 years that we and our fathers 
have been in this beautiful land, and never before has such terror been seen in 
Britain as we have suffered from heathen people. Nor indeed was such a voyage 
thought possible. The church of St. Cuthbert is sprinkled with the blood of priests 
of God, and all the utensils have been plundered: a place more sacred than any 
in Britain has been given over to the plundering of heathen people." An instance 
was that when king JElla of York was defeated by Ragnar and the "great army" in 
866-7, he was "blood-eagled" to death, ritually. The practice of tossing children 
from pike to pike was later stopped by one of their leaders. They were accused by 
contemporaries of "angel-winging", or drawing the lungs out of the back so every 
time the victim breathed they expanded. 

Fulk, Archbishop of Rheims, said: "the beneficial and religious observation and 
ever-cherished transmission of them [Christian rites] was either not fully observed 
among your peoples, or else has largely fallen into disuse." Pope Formosus wrote 
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the "abominable rites of the pagans have sprouted again in your parts", and that 
the bishops were suffering "the Christian faith to be violated, the flock of God to 
wander ... for lack of pastors". Asser said, "for many years past the desire for the 
monastic life has been totally lacking among the English". 

The adoption of Christianity among the Danes in England 

Following Guthrum and Gulac's baptisms by Alfred, the advance of the church 
amongst the Danes in East Anglia is shown by the paucity of pagan burials, and by 
the St. Edmund coinage being minted there by 900. Edmund was king of East 
Anglia and killed in battle, but a cult of St. Edmund rapidly arose. The Danelaw 
was re-conquered by the rulers of Wessex and Christian laws directed to be applied 
to the Danes who were it seems rapidly being assimilated into the Christian culture. 

In the North, the devastating defeat of Eirik Bloodaxe, king of York, with his 
great army from Scandinavia and Scotland, at Brunanburh in AD 934, led to the 
reoccupation of the Vale of York, the Dales, and Cumbria, and so the advance of 
the church. This is witnessed by a series of 1Oth century crosses in these regions 
and in the Isle of Man. They are Celtic and Christian in design but carved with a 
series of pagan Norse scenes and runes, and they commemorate both Norse and 
Celtic named individuals. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

---·---

• A SERMON • 

Part I 

J. VAN LODENSTEYN (1620-1677) 

Supplied by A. W. DE LANGE (Scherpenzeel, The Netherlands) 

"And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again" 

(2 Corinthians 5:15) 

DEAR hearers, we have been meditating upon 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, that we are 
not our own, but God's. A very important matter, which is far from the natural 
mind, a stance and a state wherefrom Adam fell, after he had departed from his 
Creator, and began to stand on his own ground. We spoke about this a bit more 
and added various things which confirm this. We have to resolve some objections. 

In order to come back again to this matter, I have taken this verse in order to 
state from here, that the Lord God created man for Himself. 

And that man is nothing and is not to labour for himself, but for God, because 
we are a thousand times more in His ownership than a slave is owned by his 
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master. We are His own substance and blood, with body and soul in anyone God 
owns, and from there it follows: 

1. That man should work solely and only for God. 

2. That man should take heed to His power to command, and obey Him, 
seeing His authority. 

3. That man is not in command of himself but should submit himself in 
humiliation to God's command and should always say: 0 Lord, I have 
no command over myself but I set myself in resignation under Thee. In 
summary, that man should be distressed about his own self, yet say 
resignedly, I have a desire to do Thy will. 

4. That man's desire is completed with entire satisfaction in God and finds 
rest only in the will of his Lord. That we can say to the world: You 
cannot entertain me, nor satisfy me, but only the unending Good One is 
sufficient to satisfy me. 

5. That man depends, in spiritual and corporal things, only on God. We 
saw in the first instance that Adam was not created for himself but for 
God. Now this verse furnishes reason to learn that the restoration to this 
state is not for ourselves, or to seek for ourselves, but all for God. 

Who kills himself in Christ, lives in Christ. There are two things to note in 
our verse: 

1. The premis: If One died for all, then were all dead. 
2. The argument from this is: "that they which live should not henceforth 

live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again." 

In the preceding part the apostle had said that the love of Christ constraineth us. 
Now he goes on and says as a consequence of the matter: "And that he died for 
all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him 
which died for them, and rose again." 

When it is shown to us in Scripture that One hath died for us all, then man 
should comprehend this notion to be for all those who bear the image of Jesus. 
He has purchased His Church with His blood (Acts 20:28). He hath died for our 
sins (John 10:14, 16; Matthew 1:24). "Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness" 
(1 Peter 2:24). By "all" we should then comprehend all who do not live to 
themselves anymore but unto Him who died and rose for them. And such there 
were in all generations, among rich and poor, not only among the Jews but 
also among the heathen - not every man universally but only for true believers 
and His people among them (John 3:16; 17:20; Acts 10:43; Romans 3:22,25,26 
and 10:4). 

This being so, that One died for all, therefore all are dead, meaning "all" are 
those who are not their own anymore and do not live to themselves any longer 
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(Galatians 2:20), but in whom Christ liveth; who let themselves be led by the 
Spirit of God and can say with Paul that they are dead to sin (Romans 6:11 ). Such 
then, who live in this temporal state, are not living to themselves anymore; that is, 
they who are not seeking their own comfort, advantage and pleasure, but only 
seeking God's glory. Just like a slave does not live himself; he does not seek his 
own good as everything he does is for his lord. 

And so a servant of the great King should accept nothing other into his heart 
than what is of his Lord. The Lord Jesus set us an example, for the same Jesus had 
not come to please Himself but God. He came to make man able, that he would 
give himself both body and soul to the Lord, to the end that He might rule over 
them as King. He let Himself be caught, spat upon, mocked and slain by 
crucifixion, so that He would draw His people from their own kingdom and 
transfer them into God's ownership. 

And when man is translated by the love of the Father into the kingdom of the 
Son (Colossians 1: 13), then he is straight away brought by Christ (who is as 
Mediator the Servant of the Father) (Isaiah 53:11) into the Father's possession, for 
whose glory such redeemed souls should always live and work. So we are bought 
by Jesus to live for God. By Him we are made able to bear fruit to God. So if 
Christ has died for us, then we have died to ourselves to live for God. 

But should it not be understood as if we could give Him more glory than He 
hath? No, because He is above all praise and blessing, and our goodness extendeth 
not to Him (Psalm 16:2). But we should see and hold Him to be such a King. We 
should do everything we do, only for the King, because He is so worthy, so 
glorious, so infinite, so incomprehensibly great, the Being of all beings and all in 
all. Who alone dwelleth in a light which no man can approach unto (1 Timothy 
6: 16). And He alone is worthy to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing - just as this is cried out by the ten 
thousand times thousands of angels of the Lamb, which was slain (Revelation 
5:11, 13) and should be pronounced by no lesser utterance of the Father. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

---·---

• WESTMINSTER REFERENCE BIBLE • 
Trinitarian Bible Society, London, 2012. xxix prelims, pp. 1,660 + maps; 

black hardback, ISBN 978 1 86228 149 3, £14.95; coloured ppc, ISBN 978 1 
86228 153 0, £14.95; black calfskin leather, ISBN 978 86228 168 4, £49.95 

E. MALCOLM (Reading) 

THE long-awaited edition of the AV, about which many have known for quite 
some time, has finally arrived. It has been worth the wait. Containing some one 
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hundred and twenty thousand cross-references from the Concord reference Bible, 
as well as some eighty thousand more from the John Brown of Haddington's 
"Self-Interpreting Bible" of 1778, this is very much intended as a study Bible. 
Other features bear this out. 

The preliminary pages contain the Epistle Dedicatory from 1611, as well as the 
original Translators to the Reader, so often omitted from printings of the AV in 
recent decades. Both have been re-set, and the latter bears more than a passing 
resemblance to the layout of the original. The pages have wide outer margins, in 
which are set references, foreign words, and so on. If any users of the AV have 
never read these two pieces, do so; they are most informative. 

We then come to three new items, beginning with "Various helpful 
characteristics of the Authorised Version". Items covered include: the use of italic 
type, a feature which is often misunderstood these days; the significance of 
different ways of setting the words "Lord" and "God", sometimes in small 
capitals, sometimes not; the use of capitals at various points in the text; the reason 
why names appear in odd forms in the New Testament; and a table explaining the 
grammar of "thou" and "ye" in their various forms. For many older readers, and 
for those who have been brought up with the AV, these sections may seem 
superfluous. However, the publishers are recognising that many today have no 
familiarity with the AV, and if there is to be a future for this best of translations, 
then new generations need to have some guidance to its particular feature. It may 
also be, of course, that not all of those who claim to be familiar with the AV will 
know everything explained here. These pages may benefit all readers. 

The items reviewed thus far are simply part of the AV as it has, or ought to have 
been, always published. The specifics of the Westminster Reference Bible itself 
also need some explanation, and this follows. First, the publishers have taken the 
odd decision to drop the title "St'' from the names of the Gospel writers, and from 
the Revelation. This is an odd decision because it represents a departure from all 
former editions of the AV. None can doubt the holiness, or sanctity, of these 
writers, and one can only speculate as to the reason. If it is some manifestation of 
a neo-Puritanism, then it is much to be regretted; once we begin to change one 
innocuous thing, what is to prevent all kinds of change? If it is feared that the title 
"Saint" is popish, then look to the Scriptures, where many are spoken of as being 
saints. If Scripture calls us saints, let us not fear to use the term of those whose 
testimony bears out this title. 

On a less contentious matter, each chapter and Psalm is given its own summary. 
These usually follow the paragraph divisions within each chapter, and these are, 
of course, merely editorial, as are the summaries. However, they provide a 
generally helpful guide, though one suspects that most readers will skip them as 
they read the text itself. 

The headings to the Psalms have been re-set to appear like the text, in order to 
reflect the fact that they are part of the text, and are not later additions. Subscrip
tions at the ends of Epistles have been omitted, as not being part of the original text. 
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For many years TBS Bibles have included a Bible Word List, with helpful 
definitions of archaic terms, or words which have changed their meanings in the 
last three and a half centuries. These are now incorporated into the margins, which 
are set both on the inner and outer borders of each page, the text itself being set 
in double columns. Again, regular users of the AV probably have little cause to 
use this feature, but there will be many who will benefit. The margin also includes 
the cross-references, alternative translations of Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek 
words, and other items, as readers will discover. 

A word needs to be said about the cross-references, of which there are so many 
- first, on the order in which they appear. Where a word or phrase is cross
referenced, the first tranche of references will be to other verses which contain the 
same word or phrase, or which quote or allude to the word or phrase in question. 
These are followed by more interpretative references, where similar or contrasting 
ideas and thoughts may be found. Not all of these latter will seem immediately 
obvious to every reader, and there are so many of them that it would take a good 
while to check each one. However, for those engaged in serious study, and who 
have time to use this feature fully, there is much to be commended here. 

The second thing to say about the cross-references is that they do not appear to 
be all accurate. Considering how many there are one ought not to be surprised at 
this. I give just two examples. In Zechariah 7:5 the letter k points the reader from 
the reference to "seventy years" at the end of the verse to, among other places, 
Daniel 9:3. A perusal of Daniel 9 shows that the correct verse would be verse 2, 
not 3. Again, in Mark 15:22 the phrase "unto the place Golgotha" is indicated by 
the letter v as being cross-referenced to, among other places, I Kings 21: 15. 
A perusal of that chapter, the account of N a both and his vineyard, shows that 
in verse 13 "they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him ... ", which 
seems a more likely cross-reference than verse 15, which records the response of 
Jezebel to the news of Naboth's death, telling Ahab to go and take possession 
of the vineyard. The publishers state that they dropped a number of cross
references which they felt were obscure. There is no doubt that the task involved 
in checking some two hundred thousand cross-references is enormous; it appears 
that the initial print-run was short and, perhaps, users of the Westminster 
Reference Bible will contact TBS with other examples, if there are any, so that 
errors can be reduced. 

Finally, the Bible is bound up with a number of Appendices. These include a 
table of weights, giving modem equivalents, others of length, liquid and dry 
measures, money (which will inevitably go out of date), and times, all for both 
Testaments. Given that the printing process has left the book with some fourteen 
blank pages, one would ask that a guide to the Jewish calendar be included also. 
Other appendices include guides to pronunciation, a Concordance, and a daily 
Bible-reading plan. The last few pages are given over to a map section, which, 
though colourful, is not considered by this reviewer to be the clearest mapping. It 
is also a matter of conservative scholarly debate as to whether the route of the 
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exodus as shown on the second map is correct. Many such maps in other Bibles 
show an alternative which seems to fit the biblical record more accurately. 

We have not held a leather-bound version of the Westminster Reference Bible, 
and would like to be able to do so. This is because the extent of this edition, 
though printed on high-quality paper, seems to be too heavy for board covers. We 
think a limp cover will be better suited to such a heavy book-block. This is a 
minor criticism, given that, at the price, the hardback versions offer truly excellent 
value. The setting has been well thought out, there are two ribbon markers, and 
the presentation is ideal in every other respect. Buy this edition. Read this edition. 
Be edified in your walk with the Lord. 

--·--
• A NEW YEAR'S BENEDICTION • 

C. H. SPURGEON 

(Delivered on Sabbath morning, 1st January 1860, at Exeter Hall, Strand) 

"But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, 

strengthen, settle you" ( 1 Peter 5:10) 

THE apostle Peter turns from exhortation to prayer. He knew that if praying be 
the end of preaching in the hearer, preaching should always be accompanied by 
prayer in the minister. Having exhorted believers to walk steadfastly, he bends his 
knee and commends them to the guardian care of heaven, imploring upon them 
one of the largest blessings for which the most affectionate heart ever made 
supplication. The minister of Christ is intended to execute two offices for the 
people of his charge. He is to speak for God to them, and for them to God. The 
pastor hath not fulfilled the whole of his sacred commission when he hath 
declared the whole counsel of God. He hath then done but half. The other part is 
that which is to be performed in secret, when he carrieth upon his breast, like the 
priest of old, the wants, the sins, the trials of his people, and pleads with God for 
them. The daily duty of the Christian pastor is as much to pray for his people, as 
to exhort, instruct, and console. There are, however, special seasons when the 
minister of Christ finds himself constrained to pronounce an unusual benediction 
over his people. When one year of trial has gone and another year of mercy has 
commenced, we may be allowed to express our sincere congratulations that God 
has spared us, and our earnest invocations of a thousand blessings upon the heads 
of those whom God has committed to our pastoral charge. 

I have this morning taken this text as a new year's blessing. You are aware that 
a minister of the Church of England always supplies me with the motto for the 
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new year. He prays much before he selects the text, and I know that it is his prayer 
for you all today. He constantly favours me with this motto, and I always think it 
my duty to preach from it, and then desire my people to remember it through the 
year as a staff of support in their time of trouble, as some sweet morsel, a wafer 
made with honey, a portion of angel's food, which they may roll under their 
tongue, and carry in their memory till the year ends, and then begin with another 
sweet text. What larger benediction could my aged friend have chosen, standing 
as he is today in his pulpit, and lifting up holy hands to preach to the people in a 
quiet village church - what larger blessing could he implore for the thousands of 
Israel than that which in his name I pronounce upon you this day: "But the God 
of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that 
ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, establish, strengthen, settle you." 

In discoursing upon this text, I shall have to remark - first, what the apostle 
asks of heaven; and then, secondly, why he expects to receive it. The reason of his 
expecting to be answered is contained in the title by which he addresses the Lord 
his God - "The GoD OF ALL GRACE who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus." 

1. WHAT THE APOSTLE ASKS FOR ALL TO WHOM THIS EPISTLE 
WAS WRITTEN 

He asks for them four sparkling jewels set in a black foil. The four jewels are 
these: Perfection, Establishment, Strengthening, Settling. The jet-black setting is 
this - "After that ye have suffered awhile". Worldly compliments are of little 
worth; for as Chesterfield observes, "They cost nothing but ink and paper". I must 
confess, I think even that little expense is often thrown away. Worldly 
compliments generally omit all idea of sorrow. "A merry Christmas! A happy new 
year!" There is no supposition of anything like suffering. But Christian 
benedictions look at the truth of matters. We know that men must suffer, we 
believe that men are born to sorrow as the spark flieth upwards; and therefore in 
our benediction we include the sorrow. Nay, more than that, we believe that the 
sorrow shall assist in working out the blessing which we invoke upon your heads. 
We, in the language of Peter, say, "After that ye have suffered a while, may the 
God of all grace make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you". Understand, 
then, as I take each of these four jewels, that you are to look upon them, and 
consider that they are only desired for you "after that ye have suffered awhile". 
We must not discard the sufferings. We must take them from the same hand from 
which we receive the mercy; and the blessing bears date, "after that ye have 
suffered a while". 

Now the first sparkling jewel in this ring is perfection 
The apostle prays that God would make us perfect. Indeed, though this be a large 
prayer, and the jewel is a diamond of the first water, and of the finest size, yet is 
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it absolutely necessary to a Christian that he should ultimately arrive at perfection. 
Have ye never on your bed dreamed a dream, when your thoughts roamed at large 
and the bit was taken from the lip of your imagination, when stretching all your 
wings, your soul floated through the Infinite, grouping strange and marvellous 
things together, so that the dream rolled on in something like supernatural 
splendour? But on a sudden you were awakened, and you have regretted hours 
afterwards that the dream was never concluded. And what is a Christian, if he do 
not arrive at perfection, but an unfinished dream? A majestic dream it is true, full 
of things that earth had never known if it had not been that they were revealed to 
flesh and blood by the Spirit. But suppose the voice of sin should startle us ere 
that dream be concluded, and if as when one awaketh, we should despise the 
image which began to be formed in our minds, what were we then? Everlasting 
regrets, a multiplication of eternal torment must be the result of our having begun 
to be Christians, if we do not arrive at perfection. If there could be such a thing as 
a man in whom sanctification began but in whom God the Spirit ceased to work, 
if there could be a being so unhappy as to be called by grace and to be deserted 
before he was perfected, there would not be among the damned in hell a more 
unhappy wretch. It were no blessing for God to begin to bless if He did not 
perfect. It were the grandest curse which Omnipotent hatred itself could 
pronounce, to give a man grace at all, if that grace did not carry him to the end, 
and land him safely in heaven. I must confess that I would rather endure the pangs--
of that dread archangel, Satan, throughout eternity, than have to suffer as one 
whom God once loved, but whom he cast away. But such a thing shall never be. 
Whom once He hath chosen He doth not reject. We know that where He hath 
begun a good work He will carry it on, and He will complete it until the day of 
Christ. Grand is the prayer, then, when the apostle asks that we may be perfected. 
What were a Christian if he were not perfected? Have you never seen a canvas 
upon which the hand of the painter has sketched with daring pencil some 
marvellous scene of grandeur? You see where the living colour has been laid on 
with an almost superhuman skill. But the artist was suddenly struck dead, and the 
hand that worked miracles of art was palsied, and the pencil dropped. Is it not a 
source of regret to the world that ever the painting was commenced, since -t was 
never finished? Have you never seen the human face divine starting out from the 
chiselled marble? You have seen the exquisite skill of the sculptor, and you have 
said within yourself, "What a marvellous thing will this be! what a matchless 
specimen of human skill!" But, alas! it never was completed, but was left 
unfinished. And do you imagine, any of you, that God will begin to sculpture out 
a perfect being and not complete it? Do you think that the hand of divine wisdom 
will sketch the Christian and not fill up the details? Hath God taken us as unhewn 
stones out of the quarry, and hath He begun to work upon us, and show His divine 
art, His marvellous wisdom and grace and will He afterwards cast us away? Shall 
God fail? Shall He leave his works imperfect? Point, if you can, my hearers, to a 
world which God has cast away unfinished. Is there one speck in His creatio~ 
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where God hath begun to build but was not able to complete? Hath He made a 
single angel deficient? Is there one creature over which it cannot be said, "This is 
very good?". 

And shall it be said over the creature twice made - the chosen of God, the 
blood-bought- shall it be said, "The Spirit began to work in this man's heart, but 
the man was mightier than the Spirit, and sin conquered grace; God was put to 
rout, and Satan triumphed, and the man was never perfected?" Oh, my dear 
brethren, the prayer shall be fulfilled. After that ye have suffered a while, God 
shall make you perfect, if He has begun the good work in you. 

But, beloved, it must be after that ye have suffered awhile. Ye cannot be 
perfected except by the fire. There is no way of ridding you of your dross and your 
tin but by the names of the furnace of affliction. Your folly is so bound up in your 
hearts, ye children of God, that nothing but the rod can bring it out of you. It is 
through the blueness of your wounds that your heart is made better. Ye must pass 
through tribulation, that through the Spirit it may act as a refining fire to you; that 
pure, holy, purged, and washed, ye may stand before the face of your God, rid of 
every imperfection, and delivered from every corruption within. 

Let us now proceed to the second blessing of the benediction - establishment 
It is not enough even if the Christian had received in himself a proportional 
perfection, if he were not established. You have seen the arch of heaven as it spans 
the plain: glorious are its colours, and rare its hues. Though we have seen it many 
and many a time, it never ceases to be "A thing of beauty and a joy for ever". But 
alas for the rainbow, it is not established. It passes away and lo it is not. The fair 
colours give way to the fleecy clouds, and the sky is no longer brilliant with the 
tints of heaven. It is not established. How can it be? A thing that is made of 
transitory sunbeams and passing rain-drops, how can it abide? And mark, the 
more beautiful the vision, the more sorrowful the reflection when that vision 
vanishes, and there is nothing left but darkness. It is, then, a very necessary wish 
for the Christian, that he should be established. Of all God's known conceptions, 
next to His incarnate Son, I do not hesitate to pronounce a Christian man the 
noblest conception of God. But if this conception is to be but as the rainbow 
painted on the cloud, and is to pass away for ever, woe worth the day that ever our 
eyes were tantalized with a sublime conception that is so soon to melt away. What 
is a Christian man better than the flower of the field, which is here to day, and 
which withers when the sun is risen with fervent heat, unless God establish him
what is the difference between the heir of heaven, the blood-bought child of God, 
and the grass of the field? Oh, may God fulfil to you this rich benediction, that 
you may not be as the smoke out of a chimney, which is blown away by the wind: 
that your goodness may not be as the morning cloud, and as the early dew which 
passeth away; but may ye be established, may every good thing that you have be 
an abiding thing. May your character be not a writing upon the sand, but an 
inscription upon the rock. May your faith be no "baseless fabric of a vision", but 
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may it be builded of stone that shall endure that awful fire which shall consume 
the wood, hay, and stubble of the hypocrite. May ye be rooted and grounded in 
love. May your conviction be deep. May your love be real. May your desires be 
earnest. May your whole life be so settled, fixed and established, that all the blasts 
of hell and all the storms of earth shall never be able to remove you. You know 
we talk about some Christian men as being old established Christians. I do fear 
there are a great many that are old, who are not established. It is one thing to have 
the hair whitened with years, but I fear it is another thing for us to obtain wisdom. 
There be some who grow no wiser by all their experience. Though their fingers 
be well rapped by experience, yet have they not learned in that school. I know 
there are many aged Christians who can say of themselves, and say it sorrowfully 
too, they wish they had their opportunities over again, that they might learn more, 
and might be more established. We have heard them sing -

"I find myself a learner yet, 
Unskilful, weak, and apt to slide." 

The benediction however of the apostle is one which I pray may be fulfilled in 
us whether we be young or old, but especially in those of you who have long 
known your Lord and Saviour. You ought not now to be the subject of those 
doubts which vex the babe in grace. Those first principles should not always be 
laid again by you: but you should be going forward to something higher. You are 
getting near to heaven; oh, how is it that you have not got to the land Beulah yet? 
to that land which floweth with milk and honey? Surely your wavering ill 
beseemeth those grey hairs. Methought they had been whitened with the sunlight 
of heaven. How is it that some of the sunlight does not gleam from your eyes? We 
who are young look up to you old-established Christians; and if we see you 
doubting, and hear you speaking with a trembling lip then we are exceedingly cast 
down. We pray for our sakes as well as for yours, that this blessing may be 
fulfilled in you, that you may be established; that you may no longer be exercised 
with doubt; that you may know your interest in Christ, that you may feel you are 
secure in Him; that resting upon the rock of ages you may know that you cannot 
perish while your feet are fixed there. We do pray, in fact, for all, of whatever age, 
that our hope may be fixed upon nothing less than Jesu's blood and righteousness, 
and that it may be so firmly fixed that it may never shake; but that we may be as 
Mount Zion, which can never be removed, and which abideth for ever. 

Thus have I remarked upon the second blessing of this benediction. But mark, 
we cannot have it until after we have suffered a while. We cannot be established 
except by suffering. It is of no use our hoping that we shall be well-rooted if 
no March winds have passed over us. The young oak cannot be expected to 
strike its roots so deep as the old one. Those old gnarlings on the roots, and those 
strange twistings of the branches, all tell of many storms that have swept over the 
aged tree. But they are also indicators of the depths into which the roots have 
dived; and they tell the woodman that he might as soon expect to rend up a 
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mountain as to tear up that oak by the roots. We must suffer a while, then shall 
we be established. 

Now for the third blessing, which is strengthening 

Ah, brethren, this is a very necessary blessing too for all Christians. There be 
some whose characters seem to be fixed and established. But still they lack force 
and vigour. Shall I give you a picture of a Christian without strength? There he is. 
He has espoused the cause of King Jesus. He hath put on his armour; he hath 
enlisted in the heavenly host. Do you observe him? He is perfectly panoplied from 
head to foot, and he carries with him the shield of faith. Do you notice, too, how 
firmly he is established? He keeps his ground, and he will not be removed. But 
notice him. When he uses his sword it falls with feeble force. His shield, though 
he grasps it as firmly as his weakness will allow him, trembles in his grasp. There 
he stands, he will not move, but still how tottering is his position. His knees knock 
together with affright when he heareth the sound and the noise of war and tumult. 
What doth this man need? His will is right, his intention is right, and his heart is 
fully set upon good things. What doth he need? Why he needeth strength. The 
poor man is weak and childlike. Either because he has been fed on unsavoury and 
unsubstantial meat, or because of some sin which has straitened him, he has not 
that force and strength which ought to dwell in the Christian man. But once let the 
prayer of Peter be fulfilled to him, and how strong the Christian becomes. There 
is not in all the world a creature so strong as a Christian when God is with him. 
Talk of Behemoth! he is but as a little thing. His might is weakness when matched 
with the believer. Talk of Leviathan that maketh the deep to be hoary! he is not 
the chief of the ways of God. The true believer is mightier far than even he. Have 
you never seen the Christian when God is with him? He smelleth the battle afar 
off, and he cries in the midst of the tumult, "Aha! aha! aha!" He laugheth at all 
the hosts of his enemies. Or if you compare him to the Leviathan - if he be cast 
into a sea of trouble, he lashes about him and makes the deep hoary with 
benedictions. He is not overwhelmed by the depths, nor is he afraid of the rocks; 
he has the protection of God about him, and the floods cannot drown him; nay, 
they become an element of delight to him, while by the grace of God he rejoiceth 
in the midst of the billows. If you want a proof of the strength of a Christian you 
have only to tum to history, and you can see there how believers have quenched 
the violence of fire, have shut the mouths of lions, have shaken their fists in the 
face of grim death, have laughed tyrants to scorn, and have put to flight the armies 
of aliens, by the all-mastering power of faith in God. I pray God, my brethren, that 
He may strengthen you this year. 

The Christians of this age are very feeble things. It is a remarkable thing that 
tee great mass of children now-a-days are born feeble. You ask me for the 
evidence of it. I can supply it very readily. You are aware that in the Church of 
England Liturgy it is ordered and ordained that all children should be immersed 
in baptism except those that are certified to be of a weakly state. Now, it were 
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uncharitable to imagine that persons would be guilty of falsehood when they 
come up to what they think to be a sacred ordinance; and, therefore, as nearly all 
children are now sprinkled, and not immersed, I suppose they are born feeble. 
Whether that accounts for the fact that all Christians are so feeble I will not 
undertake to say, but certain it is that we have not many gigantic Christians now
a-days. Here and there we hear of one who seems to work all but miracles in these 
modem times, and we are astonished. Oh that ye had faith like these men! I do not 
think there is much more piety in England now than there used to be in the days 
of the Puritans. I believe there are far more pious men; but while the quantity has 
been multiplied, I fear the quality has been depreciated. In those days the stream 
of grace ran very deep indeed. Some of those old Puritans, when we read of their 
devotion, and of the hours they spent in prayer, seem to have as much grace as 
any hundred of us. The stream ran deep. But now-a-days the banks are broken 
down, and great meadows have been flooded therewith. So far so good. But while 
the surface has been enlarged I fear the depth has been frightfully diminished. And 
this may account for it, that while our piety has become shallow our strength has 
become weak. Oh, may God strengthen you this year! But remember, if He does 
do so, you will then have to suffer. "After that ye have suffered a while," may He 
strengthen you. There is sometimes an operation performed upon horses which 
one must consider to be cruel - the firing of them to make their tendons strong. 
Now, every Christian man before he can be strengthened must be fired. He must 
have his nerves and tendons braced up with the hot iron of affliction. He will 
never become strong in grace, unless it be after he has suffered a while. 

And now I come to the last blessing of the four - "settling" 
I will not say that this last blessing is greater than the other three, but it is a 
stepping-stone to each; and strange to say, it is often the result of a gradual 
attainment of the three preceding ones. "Settle you!" Oh, how many there are that 
are never settled. The tree which should be transplanted every week would soon 
die. Nay, if it were moved, no matter how skilfully, once every year, no gardener 
would expect fruit from it. How many Christians there be that are transplanting 
themselves constantly, even as to their doctrinal sentiments. There be some who 
generally believe according to the last speaker; and there be others who do not 
know what they do believe, but they believe almost anything that is told them. 
The spirit of Christian charity, so much cultivated in these days, and which we all 
love so much, has, I fear, assisted in bringing into the world a species of 
latitudinarianism; or in other words, men have come to believe that it does not 
matter what they do believe; that although one minister says it is so, and the other 
says it is not so; yet we are both right; that though we contradict each other flatly, 
yet we are both correct. I know not where men have had their judgments 
manufactured, but to my mind it always seems impossible to believe a 
contradiction. I can never understand how contrary sentiments can both of them 
be in accordance with the Word of God, which is the standard of truth. But yet 



The Gospel Magazine 29 

there be some who are like the weathercock upon the church steeple, they will 
tum just as the wind blows. As good Mr. Whitfield said, "You might as well 
measure the moon for a suit of clothes as tell their doctrinal sentiments", for they 
are always shifting and ever changing. Now, I pray that this may be taken away 
from any of you, if this be your weakness, and that you may be settled. Far from 
us be bigotry removed; yet would I have the Christian know what he believes to 
be true and then stand to it. Take your time in weighing the controversy, but when 
you have once decided, be not easily moved. Let God be true though every man 
be a liar, and stand to it, that what is according to God's Word one day cannot be 
contrary to it another day, that what was true in Luther's day and Calvin's day 
must be true now; that falsehoods may shift, for they have a Protean shape; but 
the truth is one, and indivisible, and evermore the same. Let others think as they 
please. Allow the greatest latitude to others, but to yourself allow none. Stand firm 
and steadfast by that which ye have been taught, and ever seek the spirit of the 
apostle Paul, "If any man preach any other gospel than that which we have 
received, let him be accursed". If, however, I wished you to be firm in your 
doctrines, my prayer would be that you may be especially settled in your faith. 
You believe in Jesus Christ the Son of God, and you rest in Him. But sometimes 
your faith wavers, then you lose your joy and comfort. I pray that your faith may 
become so settled that it may never be a matter of question with you, whether 
Christ is yours or not, but that you may say confidently, "I know whom I have 
believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed 
to him". Then I pray that you may be settled in your aims and designs. There are 
many Christian people who get a good idea into their heads, but they never carry 
it out, because they ask some friend what he thinks of it. "Not much," says he. Of 
course he does not. Whoever did think much of anybody else's idea? And at once 
the person who conceived it gives it up, and the work is never accomplished. How 
many a man in his ministry has begun to preach the gospel, and he has allowed 
some member of the church, some deacon possibly, to pull him by one ear, and he 
has gone a little that way. By-and-bye, some other brother has thought fit to pull 
him in the other direction. The man has lost his manliness. He has never been 
settled as to what he ought to do; and now he becomes a mere lacquey, waiting 
upon everybody's opinion, willing to adopt whatever anybody else conceives to 
be right. Now, I pray you be settled in your aims. See what niche it is that God 
would have you occupy. Stand in it, and don't be got out of it by all the laughter 
that comes upon you. If you believe God has called you to a work, do it. If men 
will help you thank them. If they will not, tell them to stand out of your road or 
be run over. Let nothing daunt you. He who will serve his God must expect 
sometimes to serve Him alone. Not always shall we fight in the ranks. There 
are times when the Lord's David must fight Goliath singly, and must take with 
him three stones out of the brook amid the laughter of his brethren, yet still in 
his weapons is he confident of victory through faith in God. Be not moved from 
the work to which God has put you. Be not weary in welldoing, for in due 
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season ye shall reap if ye faint not. Be ye settled. Oh, may God fulfil this rich 
blessing to you. 

But you will not be settled unless you suffer. You will become settled in your 
faith and settled in your aims by suffering. Men are soft molluscous animals in 
these days. We have not the tough men that know they are right and stand to it. 
Even when a man is wrong one does admire his conscientiousness when he stands 
up believing that he is right and dares to face the frowns of the world. But when 
a man is right, the worst thing he can have is inconstancy, vacillation, the fear of 
men. Hurl it from thee 0 knight of the holy cross, and be firm if thou wouldst be 
victorious. Faint heart never stormed a city yet, and thou wilt never win nor be 
crowned with honour, if thy heart be not steeled against every assault and if thou 
be not settled in thy intention to honour thy Master and to win the crown. 

• To BE CoNTINUED • 

--·--
• BOOK REVIEWS • 

Editor's Note: We live, regretfully, in a day when most evangelicals have abandoned the Authorised 
(King James) Version of the Bible. Rather, therefore, than ceasing to review most books, we try to 
warn readers by stating if the book uses another version of the Bible. The position of the Gospel 
Magazine remains true to the AV as the best text and translation, in beautiful and formative English. 
That we name another translation does not mean we endorse it. 

Darwin and Lady Hope - the Untold Story. Dr. L. R. Croft. Elmwood Books, 
11 Ambleway, Walton-le-Dale, Preston PR5 4JF. pp. 163, hardback. £12.00. ISBN 978 0 
9568098 2 9. 

This is an unusual book by a noted Oxford academic in defence of Lady Hope, an outstanding 
Christian woman who had been the subject of a severe character assassination by the Darwin 
family and others after his death. They had promoted a gilded image of Darwin as the honest 
unbeliever. Thus when Lady Hope gave her views as to Darwin's conversion years later at a 
conference in America it was vehemently denied and she was savagely attacked. She was 
eventually hounded out of this country and forced to live in exile in the US. The retired Dr. Croft 
has spent 20 years in uncovering the true events leading to her accounts of Darwin's return to 
the Christian faith. In an outstanding piece of scholarly historical detective work he now 
provides the crucial evidence that this noble Christian woman has been the victim of 
unsurpassed character assassination and that her story was indeed true. 

When the Darwin family heard of her story they over-reacted with a vitriolic attack on her 
character in an attempt to squash the story. Unlike her atheistic detractors who used such 
expressions as "fraudster, liar, notorious hoaxster and fabricator", she had a great regard 
for the truth and in her Gospel tracts made it clear whether she was referring to actual 
incidents or not. Some claimed that she had not even visited Darwin but this is plainly 
contradicted by the evidence. 

When the story reached England in August 1915, Britain had been at war with Germany 
for more than a year and thousands of lives had been lost., People were now living under 
the shadow of all-out war and no one was exempt from the consequences says the author. 
"Under these circumstances the reports in American newspapers as to what Darwin might 
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have said on his death-bed attracted little attention ... so Darwinism had not yet been 
absorbed to any great extent by the British population (page 29). 

Her accounts- copy pp. 26-9 from "he was sitting (p. 26) ... memorable day" (p. 29) 
as much as possible. 

The mistake Prof. I. Moore (see later) has made is that he is lacking in appreciation of the 
sort of life Lady Hope had. As she had made clear in her story she had told Darwin on 
visiting him at Down House, "I have been very busy ... visiting from house to house ... 
my life is so full of interest (p. 11 ). She had followed her father's advice - he had always 
impressed upon her, "so something ... never be idle for a single moment. Remember time 
is short. Eternity is near," so she had gone out and about, Bible reading, hospital visiting, 
helping the poor and sick and spreading the gospel to coal miners, nawies and lime pit 
workers. She had a compendious knowledge of the Bible and even in her twenties she could 
argue on equal terms with most clergy. 

She was the daughter of Sir Arthur Cotton, who was knighted by Queen Victoria for his 
valuable work for the people of India. She became the wife of Admiral of the Fleet Sir James 
Hope and a woman of standing in her own right. She had founded the Coffee House 
Movement in Britain and was a successful temperance campaigner, having witnessed the 
degradation and poverty caused by drink. Before the Darwin story surfaced she was 
welcome everywhere she went in America. In Dorking, where the family lived, she started a 
Sunday School for girls and soon after a boys' class, "wild boys who thronged the streets on 
Sunday afternoons uncared for and untaught" (p. 54). These classes proved so successful 
that her father rented a larger room to accommodate the numbers and then working men 
wanted to attend. So a men's meeting was started and from this development the idea of a 
Coffee Room where working men could obtain non-alcoholic drinks and food and where 
she could hold Bible classes and prayer meetings. Her husband, Admiral Hope, supported 
her in her work and accompanied her around the country as she spread the message of the 
gospel and of temperance (p. 65). Now Lady Hope of Carriden she began to attract large 
crowds. Lord Shaftesbury, writing in the Preface to her second book, Moreabout our Coffee 
Room, described her as "the pious, amiable and accomplished young lady whose efforts are 
therein recorded, has given an example of what may be done by the exertions, though but 
of one person, founded on the intense love of the gospel, and a burning desire to convey it 
to the souls of others. Everyone who reads of her achievements cannot but rejoice in the 
harvest she has reaped" (p. 64). 

She left England in 1913, settling in New York. 
James Moore claimed Darwin's conversion was a "brilliant counterfeit" and was 

prompted by "untutored evangelicals". Dr. Croft says, "the denigration of Lady Hope's 
reputation rested largely on the opinion of Moore". Croft has pointed out that Moore was 
selective in his quotations, missing out some important ones. Moore was also a co-author 
of a major biography of Darwin in 1991 and there was no reference to Darwin's alleged 
conversion or to Lady Hope (despite the fact, says Croft, that Moore claims to have spent 20 
years researching the Darwin/Hope incident). However, he did publish another addendum 
(without his co-author), accepting the fact that Lady Hope did visit Down in the Autumn of 
1881. Croft says that instead of establishing facts in some cases, "Moore used character 
assassination to discredit Lady Hope and in one example Croft says, "the facts completely 
vindicated Lady Hope or any exaggeration or fabrication". In another case, "Moore has 
largely based his case on shifting sand" (p. 87). Croft says that Moore's comment on Lady 
Hope's father, Sir Arthur Cotton, as to his benefits to India is surprising as it is totally 
inaccurate. However, it clearly demonstrates that he is antagonistic to the evangelical 
Christian" (p. 19). 

Moore was not alone- the atheist Richard Dawkins "has similar feeling towards the Lady 
Hope story" and in a TV interview in June 2011 stated it was "a complete lie"! 
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Croft in his Preface states he is no advocate of conspiracy theories nor has an axe to grind 
but does believe in truth and justice - hence his book. 

Towards the close of the book Croft says the accusation that Lady Hope's account of the 
meeting with Darwin is a fabrication is completely unjustified and without foundation. She 
was an evangelical Christian of the highest integrity and he gives six good reasons for his 
statements with a fair amount of detail. 

Dr. Croft says, "it was only some years after his death that evidence came to light that he 
had returned to a belief in the Christian faith" (p. 25) . 

It is realised that people generally are less God-fearing than they were many years ago 
and that Satan's lies against the Bible and evangelica l truth have had a long start, 
nevertheless we commend this book and thank Dr. Croft for the labour involved, hoping it 
will become more widely known in helping to vindicate the good name and highest 
character of the remarkable Lady Hope. Buy it and read it. D.C.R. 

The Priesthood of All Believers - Slogan or Substance? David H. J. Gay. 
Brachus. pp. 181, paperback. Price not given. ISBN 978 0 9560238 5 8. 

The author of this book is evidently a Strict Baptist minister and the work is adapted from an 
essay that was joint winner of the Sovereign Grace Union's Reformed Essay Competition in 
1983. It is argued that the priesthood of all believers is one of those doctrines that are 
universally acknowledged but imperfectly understood. Furthermore while the doctrine may 
be acknowledged it is also effectively sidestepped, not only in those denominations that have 
a sacerdotal "priesthood", but also in many free church bodies where the Minister is 
expected to do everything. 

Mr. Gay begins with "First Principles", looking at the biblical doctrine of priesthood, the 
superiority of the New Testament priesthood of Christ (with much reference to Hebrews): "No 
other priest, no other sacrifice will do. And Christ is the one effectual Priest ... [and the] one 
effective sacrifice." A "Preamble" then traces the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers 
in Scripture, examining not only passages such as 1 Peter 2, where it is explicit but those in 
which it is implicit, as for instance where sacrificial, priestly imagery is applied to believers 
in the Pauline epistles. 

In the final and longest section, entitled "The Priesthood of All Believers", the author 
addresses a number of vital questions arising from the doctrine. In what is perhaps the key 
sub-section he contrasts this priesthood of the New Covenant with that of the Levites: the old 
covenant was one of condemnation, the new one of life; the old temporary, the new eternal; 
the old material the new spiritual, and so on. There is also a strong emphasis on the 
implications of the doctrine for the believer. Christians are called to live sacrificial lives: "A 
gospel which promises everything at no cost to the sinner is not the gospel of Christ." 

If the book has a fault it lies in the author's somewhat irritating habit, for which at least 
he apologises in his introduction, of continually referring the reader to other books he has 
written or is about to write. Nevertheless, it is a valuable discussion of its subject and the 
reader will derive much benefit from it. Most biblical quotations are from the New King 
James Version with occasional references to the AV, NIV and others. J.B.D. 

Pure Joy: Rediscover Your Conscience. Christopher Ash. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 205, 
paperback. £9.99 . ISBN 978 1 84474 585 2. 

The concept of the conscience is known to mankind in general, and not just to Christians. 
As the author shows, writers from ancient times have spoken of it and of its effect, describing 
it in various ways. There is also the well-known expression "prisoners of conscience". 

The author examines different aspects of the conscience, some of them raising 
paradoxes, such as the inner voice, the unreliable voice, and the indispensable voice. 
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Throughout the text, he makes reference to Scripture, which, where quoted, is taken from 
the NIY, unless otherwise stated. At a fairly early stage, he emphasises that chapter 7, "The 
Cleansed Conscience", is to be regarded as the most important; and this is reiterated in 
bold type beneath the chapter's heading. 

"The Awakened Conscience" (chapter 5) raises some very profound issues, not least King 
David's recognition that his sin was not so much out of character, but that it revealed to him 
the fallen character of his heart. That ought to make us stop and think! That theme is later 
developed and is applied to how the Christian Gospel ought to be presented. 

One felt that "The Calibrated Conscience" (chapter 8), required a more in-depth biblical 
presentation than it received. It opens by raising several issues, from the Christian who finds 
himself in a church where most members fail to honour Sunday as the Christian sabbath, 
or believe in infant, as opposed to believers', baptism, to those who see nothing wrong with 
the occasional watching of 15- and 18-certificated films. The author says that he will provide 
principles rather than solutions to these matters. One doubted whether the ensuing 
discussion was really sufficient for the task; though one would heartily agree that more 
people suffer from an under-sensitive conscience than an over-sensitive one (p. 163). 

Many years ago, someone told this reviewer that the average person could generally 
retain only fragments from sermons. Maybe the same goes for books. If so, the comments 
in the closing pages on the joy of daily repentance and faith are vital fragments for 
retention. P.C.M. 

The Face of Jesus Christ: The Person and Work of Our Lord. Archibald G. 
Brown. The Banner of Truth Trust. pp. 296, paperback. £8.00. ISBN 978 1 84871 147 1. 

Archibald Brown was Spurgeon's successor and preached in the East End of London and 
elsewhere between 1867 and 1910. 

The twenty-three sermons in this book cover a wide variety of texts, a common feature of 
them all being the direct way in which Brown speaks to the congregation: "Oh, young man 
... young sister; Oh, beloved; Dear aged ones; Oh, fellow worker; 0 unsaved one" are 
some examples. The message of the sermon is also put in a direct way, and that way is "One 
that is all about the Lord" as a friend once said to Archibald Brown. 

A striking similarity between much of the preaching of 140 years ago and that of today 
comes out more than once. He says (p. 152), "The church of God is not staking her all upon 
the power of spiritual weapons. Gymnastics take the place of prayer meetings, concerts the 
place of testimony, laughter the place of pleading, the spirit of the age the place of the Holy 
Ghost. She is bowing the knee to 'amusement'." "Pricking in the heart is being changed for 
tickling of the ear." On his text, '~nd they went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them ... " (Mark 16: 19-20), Brown says: " ... the one weapon ... the Lord 
has selected for His work is the preaching of the word." Elsewhere (p. 278) he says the pulpit 
is used for "dealing with the questions of the day, a semi-political watchtower ... hashing 
up the news of the week". 

He was much taken with the Revised Version published in 1881 and mentions it frequently, 
praising the RV's use of "effulgence" for the "brightness" used by the AV in Hebrews 1 :3 
(p. 17). His reasons for preferring it may be sound, but one wonders what a 21st century 
congregation - let alone a 19th century one in the East End -would make of "effulgence". 
He also admired Weymouth's translation, saying that "I recommend it wherever I go" (p. 85). 
It is interesting that he could say to the congregation " ... it might be profitable if you were 
to jot them [references to his text] down and look at them at your leisure". 

Brown keeps faithfully to the title "The Face of Jesus Christ" in all these sermons and they 
are "all about the Lord". Each has a gem such as "Real love is such a gloriously 
uncalculating thing" (p. 202) or throws a new light on a familiar text. The Epilogue is 
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perhaps the most powerful because of its utter simplicity: the book would be worth buying 
for that one alone! G.F.H.H. 

The God Who Makes Himself Known. W. Ross Blackburn. New Studies in Biblical 
Theology 28. lnterVarsity Press/Apollos. pp. 238, paperback. £11.69. ISBN 978 184474 
573 9. 

The NSBT series takes a thematic approach to books of the Bible or to subjects. This is a 
study in Exodus, and the author sets out to show that the central theme of the book, and a 
major theme of the Old Testament, is mission. "One of the chief burdens of the following 
argument ... is to demonstrate that the particular existence of Israel has a universal goal, 
and that Israel's existence is unintelligible apart from her mission to the nations" (p. 18). 
Exodus opens with Israel being fruitful and multiplying, but not having dominion, being 
under Pharaoh's cruel tyranny. There are none who call on the name of the Lord in those 
days, which name must be revealed by God. He reveals it first to Moses at the burning bush; 
then to Pharaoh through the plagues; and then to Israel through their deliverance, the laws 
He gives, and the manner in which He deals with their rebellion. God's stated purpose is to 
reveal Himself to the wider world through Israel, whom He has chosen for this purpose. 

There is much to ponder in the manner in which the author sets out his argument. He 
states early on that he comes to the Bible with the presupposition that it is the inspired, 
authoritative Word of God, and that it speaks with one voice from beginning to end. This 
is evident in the way in which he seeks to draw attention to the majesty and power of 
God, and show how these themes are fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible translation 
used is usually the author's own. This book is not a commentary, but is a useful introduction 
to Exodus for preachers and Bible study leaders, and for lecturers and students. If you 
think Exodus has nothing to say to the church today, read this book, and be encouraged to 
think again. E.J.M. 

Champion for the Truth; the Prophetic Messages of E. J. Poole-Connor. 
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony. pp. 230, paperback. £4.75. ISBN 978 0 900691 73 7. 

This is a very timely book. Are biblical prophecies actually being fulfilled at the present time? 
How are we to interpret what the Bible says, for it is in the matter of biblical interpretation 
that so many go astray! That esteemed teacher of Truth, Bishop D. A.Thompson, once said: 
"In that most difficult field - controversy - Mr. Poole-Connor was irreproachable, never 
lacking either in courage or in courtesy". 

The book commences with a Foreword and a helpful short Biographical Sketch, provided 
by Mr. S. AToms on behalf of the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony. The prophetical"line" 
taken by Mr. Poole-Connor is that known as Premillenial and Post tribulation. Simply 
explained, it is believing in the literal (bodily) return of the Lord Jesus, not (as some teach) 
"at any moment", but after certain predicted events which include the end-time apostasy, the 
appearing of the anti-Christ, and the shaking of the earth and heavens in various ways. He 
follows substantially the writings of Mr. B. W. Newton and Dr. S. P. Tregelles. 

The Foreword states: "We have collated Mr. Poole-Conner's messages ... given over a 
period of nearly fifty years ... we have appreciated that the author never intended all these 
papers to be put into one book, and being merely individual sermons, some overlap others. 
It is considered that the best order is that in which they were preached or written." The first 
sermon, "The Prophecy of Daniel", is dated 1913, the last, "Spurgeon and the 'Down 
Grade"', in 1962. Reading through the Index one may find a wealth of interesting subjects. 
all being totally "relevant" and "up-to-date" (for God's Word cannot change!) Nine sermons 
are given on "The Coming of the Son of Man". Others include "Our Prayer, 'Thy Kingdom 
Come"', "The Three 'Signs' of the Olivet Prophecy", '~fter the Tribulation", "Where is the 
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Holy Nation?", "The Church at the End of the Age", "Divine Revelation or Human 
Masterpiece?" "Tribulation and Wrath Compared" (a most welcome sermon; so many go 
astray on this point!) . 

There are twenty-five full-page illustrations (photographs) of well-known preachers, 
including two of Mr. Poole-Connor (both identical - a "printer's error", no doubt). It was 
surprising to find the inclusion of D. L. Moody and I. D. Sankey (their Arminianism surely 
runs counter to Sovereign Grace!). Mr. J. K. Popham, the well known and highly esteemed 
pastor of "Galeed" Chapel, Brighton (1882-1937), wrote: "Disclaiming the bigotry, I am 
bound to say I am opposed to the religious movement of which Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
are the leaders. Mr. Moody has no good seed to sow. To be sure he reads the Word of God, 
but then he endeavours to expound it, and this exposition is nothing less than a fouling of 
the pure waters of truth". 

All the sermons are easy to follow and will provide much food for thought, particularly 
for those who rely on the notes contained in the "Scofield" Bible. The book has a Scripture 
Index, a most attractive cover, print of good size, and paper of high quality. 

"These messages have been published by the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, for 
whom he loved to speak, to share them with a much wider audience." D.L.J. 

God's Control Over the Universe - Providence, Judgment and Modern 
Science. R G. Nelson. Whittles Publishing, Roseleigh House, Latheronwheel, Caithness, 
I<YV5 6DW Scotland. pp. 88, paperback. £3.00. ISBN 1 870325 88 5. 

Dr. Nelson is answering the problem raised by some scientists, that in a universe evolving 
by chance, but under the operation of fixed laws, how is it God can act or control or plan? 
And how can humans be responsible for their actions, suffering be allowed, or the devil 
have freedom to act? Those are today's questions, and as a lecturer in Chemistry in the 
University of Hull, and having written other books to help with questions affecting 
Christianity, it is good to see a scientist tackle them. 

He is also a lay preacher, and shares our belief in God in Christ, so his answers are of 
value. As a non-scientist, I can only comment on the scientific and mathematical section, 
pages 1-54, by saying the answers appear satisfying and well explained. I can follow them 
and find them helpful. Further, the footnotes give valuable help and unclutter the text, 
making it straightforward to read, and Dr. Nelson has a clear way of explaining in simple 
terms matters that could be complex for someone like me. Also the diagrams and charts are 
at my level. I enjoyed reading this. 

However, the biblical section, at page 55, "God's control over salvation", takes as its start 
man's view of salvation, for science is man's explanation of God's control. Salvation is of 
the Lord, and is a mystery, not a riddle but something God reveals. We lay aside all human 
understanding and rely solely on God's Word written. Science and philosophy must bow to 
scriptural revelation. 

Dr. Nelson takes his own line as he seeks to reconcile Arminian and Calvinist use of the 
Bible. The danger is "semi-Pelagianism". Here is man fallen down a well. Does God lean 
over and tell him to climb out? Or come down to him and lift him out? Or lower him a rope 
to climb out? If you wish to understand this, read the account of the positions put forward 
by Pelagius and Augustine at their famous disputation. Dr. Nelson starts by posing the 
question, "What control does God have over a person who repents and believes in Jesus? 
Can anyone repent and believe, or does a person need further help from God to do so?" 
B8fore this he lists some references in the New Testament, giving verses on the way God has 
provided for sinners to be saved. 

He continues with "scientific considerations", then goes on to "biblical considerations", 
which is the wrong way round. God initiates, but that God "forces" is not what "irresistible 
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grace" ("efficacious grace") or the dependent doctrines of grace are about. All agree that 
God never forces the will. The answer you will reach depends on where you start. Does God 
come first in salvation, or man? Then take the effect of sin on the human race. What weight 
do you give to the Fall? Does the Bible teach that sin utterly ruined man so God alone must 
save? Or has it left remaining some ability in man to co-operate with God in salvation? Or 
can he save himself? The least satisfactory part of this book is the exposition of passages, 
especially from Ephesians and Romans. The best is the help it offers to Christians troubled 
by scientific denials of God's general control over the universe. E.M. 

Haggai, .Zechariah and Malachi. Andrew E. Hill. Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentaries. lnterVarsity Press. pp. 368, paperback. £11.99. ISBN 978 1 84474 584 5. 

The Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries are being replaced by a new generation. The 
reasons given are that new critical theories need answering, latest archaeological 
discoveries including, with up to date readings of the text, and the shift in emphasis in 
exegesis, and advances in linguistics. The print is clear, well laid out, and the three prophets 
dealt with separately but in an integrated way, and referring to other prophets. The text is 
dealt with in sections, and attention paid to the mixture of linguistic features. The Bible 
version used is mainly the NIV. 

Modern commentaries deal with sections, not verses. Older commentaries like Calvin or 
Matthew Henry have both. The modern method has disadvantages when one needs the 
grammar of some smaller word and its import spelt out, but advantages in that sections deal 
with subjects. The old were much plainer in dealing with the bearing of Scripture on life, 
especially on Rome, other heresy, and sin, but the new have the merit of archaeological and 
linguistic advances. 

The shift in emphasis in exegesis is typified by "the prophet says", whereas what needs 
saying is, "God says", otherwise man replaces God as centre stage. The shift in text reflects 
various that have replaced the Majority Text. It is good to be able to do a little weighing up 
oneself, but it gives an unwelcome legitimacy to eclectic texts. Note the shift in translation, 
sixteen Bible versions being listed, some including several copyright versions, altering almost 
annually. The scholarly tentativeness of much modern commenting affects holy definiteness, 
especially the Lord's utterances and Messianic prophecies. "Thus saith the Lord," rings out. 
Preach the Word: do not fear scholarly disdain. Luther ascending his pulpit saw learned 
doctors had come to hear him, so he said, "I do not preach for you, but for the woman who 
sells eggs in the market". 

That said, this is a valuable commentary, and the introductory material helpful, as is 
each section being divided into context, comment, and meaning. I found the references to 
Rabbinic material helpful. The author is Professor of Old Testament at Wheaton College, 

'\ Illinois. It is to be hoped that the older TOTC volumes, in this case by Joyce Baldwin, will 
be reprinted. One major part of the job of a preacher or pastor is to sift. Covet the gift 
of discernment. E.M. 
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