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"FAINT, YET PURSOING."

"A CURIOUS motto," perhaps some of our readers will exclaim, "for
the second Number of a work." We say so too: but, as hinted in the
commencement otour labours, feeling ourselves to be such poor, shortsighted creatures as to need It leader and a guide, we ventured forth upon
1;he promise of Him who has said, "I will lead them into all truth."
Therefore it is only as we can feel his arm upon which to lean, that we
proceed with any degree of confidence or satisfaction in our work.
We might, it is true, have filled our space with the writings of other
men; from our little library we could have selecteCl much that would
have been profitable, as well as entertaining, to our readers; but this
they can do as well as we. We feel that at least some degree of originality is due from us. We might, moreover, have succeeded in penning
an article upon some point of doctrine, which, to m, would have been
as tedious in the writing as to our readers in the pernsal: not that we
would bc supposed to imply, that doctrine-the pure unadulterated
word-is a thing of secondary moment. No, no! purity and soundness
of doctrine are as dear to us as a right hand or a right eye. We are advocates for the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.
But, aftcr all, a clear knowledge of the great and grand truths of thc
Gospel without a blessed heartfelt experience of them, may be compared
No. vn. Vol. I.-New Sel'ies.
x
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to a building without an inhabitant, or a casket without a jewel.
Hence it is we wish to blend doctrine with experience; to affect and influence the heart as well as instruct the head.
But as implied by our motto at the opening of this Number, as
best bespeaking our present feelings, we would gladly have given place to
some more able pen to have written our leading article; hence we have
waited every post, hoping for a suitable contribution: this not having
arrived, time calls us to the duty. We are .sorry thu~ to designate an
engagement in which we have taken the greatest delight; but we must
speak the feelings of our hearts in candour and simplicity. Since the
appearance of our first Number, we have been so shut up in our souls,
and our minds have been so dark and beclouded, that we have thought
another Number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE would not issue from our
pens, and have heartily wished we had never put our hands to the
work. We have thought the contents of our former Number were so
dry, barren, and destitute of interest, that our readers would scarcely
wade through its pages, and have little or no inclination to peruse a
second. But amidst all our exercises-and truly they are many and
painful-we feel that, having put our hands to the Gospel plough, we
dare not turn back. 'Ve took to it with reluctance; but having once occupied it, finding it glide gently and effectually, as it turned up the fallow
ground before us, and being moreover refreshed by the sweet breezes
from off the southern hills as we traversed the Gospel fields; we thought
the task much lighter than we had imagined; we promised ourselves
that "to-morrow should be as to-day, and much more abundanf;" and,
in the pride of our hearts, we said,·H Our next Number shall come forth
like a little bark richly freighted; our Pilot has condescended to smile
and assure us of much of his presence. By the skill of his hand we shall
ride in triumph over every billow, and weather every storm; for' even the
winds and the sea obey Him.'" Alas! alas! the time of embarkation
is arrived; we have got our little vessel under weigh; our sails unfurled;
our anchor heaved; and here we are tapking about, with wind and tide
against us.. We have no confidence in the skill of our present helmsman; the course we have taken is beset by rocks and quicksands; and,
unless our Pilot comes on board, we fear to sail.
How cheering is his presence! As soon as Jesus appears, our fears
of every character and kind flee before him.
"His presence clears the darkest skies,
And gives us day for night;
Makes drops of sacred sorrow rise,
To rivers of delight."

Poor timid Christian! we will turn from ourselves to thee; does the
passage that best bespeaks our feelings suit thee? Art thou faint and
weary by reason of the rnggedness of the way? Does thy little hope
and feeble confidence seem to have forsaken thee; and do the waves and
billows of temptation, unbelief, and desertion, roll in rapid succession
over thy poor, affrighted, weatherbeaten soul? Have the clouds gathered
blackness over thine unsheltered head, and do the thunders of Sinai once
more peal in thine ears? And art thou expecting that another wave or
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two will shiver thy frail bark, and deluge thy soul? Oh! look to
Jesus, "who holds the winds in his fists, and the waters in the hollow of
his hand." But art thou, like the poor serpent-bitten Israelites in the
wilderness, unable to turn thy dying eyes towards. Him? Then sigh
and groan-he hears the sigh und understands the groan of the weakest,
the most feeble of his family-and he will come down for thy help,
poor soul! Thou seemest now to be out of his reach; thou fearest that
he has let thee go, or that he never yet hath laid hold upon thee. Thy
past experience seems to be a delusion, and thou believest thyself to
have been a poor presumptuous fool; that God is now about to
bring thee into judgment for this thine iniquity; that he will visit
thee with shame, and reproach, and indignation in this world-and that
he will send thee to swift destruction in the next. Nay, perhaps thou
art believing that thine own hand will put the finishing stroke; and
probably thou art supposing that that awful passage belongs to thee,
"He.that being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be
cut off, and that without remedy." Thou art saying that the Lord has
often warned and reproved thee for thine unbelief, thine ingratitude,
thy sin; that thou hast turned a deaf ear to his warning voice; that his
chastening hand, though laid upon thee with fatherly solicitude, has not
had a salutary effect upon thee; and that now he is entering into judgment with thee in very deed. Is this thine experience, poor tried believer? Still, still we say, look, or sigh, or groan to Jesus! He is able
-yea, and willing to succour and defend thee. Thou art neither beyond his reach, nor out of the sight of his omniscient eye. Underneath
thee are his everlasting arms, and his eye is now and ever will be upon
thee for good. It is when thy strength is all gone-when thou hast
none shut up nor left, that he will come forth for thy relief. His
promise is that "He will give power to the faint, and to them that have
no· might he will increase strength." His language is, "Fear not,
worm Jacob, I am thy shield and thine exceeding great reward. I
will help thee, yea I will strengthen thee, yea I will uphold thee with
the right hand of my righteousness. No weapon formed against thee
shall prosper, and every tongue rising in judgment against thee thou
shalt condemn." He knows thy case, thy circumstances, and all about
thee. There is not a fear, nor a doubt, nor a care that agitates thy
bosom, with which he is not fully acquainted-nay, which he has not
appointed. He has now placed thee in the furnace to purge away thy
dross; but recollect it is he-thine elder brother, thy friend-that sits
as the refiner; and by and 'by he will bring thee forth as, gold seven
times purified. Thou shalt come again to the light; thy darkness shall
flee away; and while thou sittest at his feet wondering and adoring, thou
shalt bless him and praise him for the very trials wherewith he is now
exercising thee. "In a little wrath I hid my face from thee; but with
everlasting kindness will I return unto thee, saith the Lord thy Redeeme,."
" Faint, yet pursuing." Probably the reader is thinking his case is a
singular one; that surely there never was another tried in the peculiar
way in which he is exercised. His trials appear to come from such an
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lmexpected and irregular quarter; and of what possible benefit they can
be he is at a loss to imagine. They are not, he thinks, "the trials of
God's elect," but are such as have had their origin in acts of kindness
or disinterested friendship. lIe has probably assisted a poor brother,
or one whom he has regarded as such; and now, because he refuses or
finds it out of his power to do more for him, that very individual is the
first to "turn again and rend him," either by open abuse or by backbiting, slander, or reproach. But David was beforehand with the reader
in this experience; and when he uttered the language we are about to
quote, he spoke by prophecy the words of one far greater than himself,
even David's Lord and God-" For it was not an enemy that reproached
me; then I could have borne it; neither was it he that hated me that
did magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself from
him. But it was thou-a man, mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the
house of God in company." The Lord foresaw that the reader was beginning to think too much of his acts of kindness; that, forgetting whence
he had rcceived his talents, and the debt of gratitude he owed for those
entrusted to his care, he had listened to the voice of flattery and praise
which the tempter had spoken in his ears, and now a self-righteous
spirit began to creep on apace. The Lord then in mercy rebukes the
tempter, exposes the real character of the pretended friend, and nips
the budding of self-righteousness and complacency.
Another reader says, "But my exercises spring from a fear that I
have taken a presumptuous course. I have often gone to the Lord in
simplicity and sincerity, and have besought his blessed Majesty that
he would lead me, and guide me, and finally bring me to his everlasting kingdom and glory. And he has seemed to listen to my
plea; sometimes he has spoken a promise in reply, and has conveyed unutterable sweetness with the assurance, , Behold, I am
with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest,
and will not leave thee until I have done that which I have spoken to
thee of.' At other times he has not spoken a promise, but has given
me a blessed trust and confidence in the power of his arm to bring me
through every trouble, conflict, difficulty, and trial. I cannot say that
at such seasons my confidence has been so much in his willingness as in
his ability to save-still a sense of the latter has kindled a breathing in
my soul after himself, 'Lord, exercise this thine almighty power on my
behalf; put underneath me thine everlasting arms; guard me in timc
of danger; support me under every trouble; sustain me when sinking;
and lead me by a right way, that I may go to a city of habitation.' I
have thus walked humbly, and gently, and cautiously before him, until,
alas! from an unexpected quarter, some suggestion or proposal has been
made to me. My attention has been al'l'ested-my curiosity arousedand I have been more or less sanguine of the success of the proposed
undertaking. From a sense of duty, and to quiet the qualms of conscience, rather than from a deep conviction of my own short-sightedness,
ignorance, and stupidity (though I had lesson upon lesson to teach me
this before); I have _bowed the knee before the Lord, and bcsought him
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to smile rather than to di'rect. I had probably gone too far into the
enterprise now to seek his direction, alld, between a sense of duty and
fear, have been obliged to crave his blessing; though, alas! at the very
moment my conviction,s, that he never sanctioned or approved of the steps
I had taken, have been so manifold as to stifle my energies, and make
me verily believe that no success would attend that to which I had put
my hands. The undertaking has been proceeded in for a longer or a
shorter period; and I have continued to sigh, and cry, and groan unto
the Lord, to give the prosperity I sought. But he has turned a deaf
ear unto my cry; and then Satan, the very enemy whose wily suggestion
had secretly influenced my mind to enter into the engagement, and who
had assured me in the light of human wisdom and understanding, 'Oh!
the course for you to take is now so very plain, and a successful issue
so certain, that to seek direction is altogether unnecessary, and would,
in fact, be a species of mockery, seeing it is the Lord himself hath led
you thus far, and placed you in so suitable a position for the enterprise;
and se\l the benefit that will result from it; how you will be able to accomplish this, that, and the other; and to what good purposes will you
be enabled to apply the proceeds;'-this same pretended friend and ad~
viser becomes the first accuser; and now, instead of in a fawning hypocritical tone, he speaks with a voice like thunder, driving the poor
affrighted soul to its wit's end, 'Ah, now see what you have done!
You have forsaken the Almighty, and he is about to forsake you;
you know your own conscience rebuked you when you were taking the
step which has involved you i3). all this darkness and trouble; and it is a
serious thing, you know, to walk contrary to the dictates of conscience,
which is a light, or directing post, that God puts in the soul; and you
know that he is a jealous God, and will not be trifled with. You have
committed a grievous sin indeed-a very grievous sin. Why you have
quenched the Spirit, and there is not a shadow of hope for you.
God, you know, is a God of truth; he says, he cannot altcr the
thing that is gone forth out of his mouth; that heaven and earth
may pass away, but not one jot 01' tittle of his word shall fail;
therefore he has said the sin against the Holy Ghost shall not be
forgiven-and that is the sin of which you have been guilty. Besides, what evidence have you that you are l1- child of God? You
believe in the doctrines of eternal election and the final perseverance of
the saints, and,these are the doctrines of the Bible; but the children of
God are preserved from such sins as that into which you have fallen.
"They are kept by the mighty power of God, through faith unto salvation." Mind, it is through faith-their faith, though weak, never fails
them; now where is the evidence of your faith? You have none-not a
grain; and this is another proof that you are reprobate. As to past experience, that is all nothing but a delusion-a mere fancy floating in the
brain. We read that some were not far from the kingdom; and we read
of others that were highly favoured men, and appeared for a time to be
the children of God. No one who might then have known them would
have had a doubt of it. Look, for instance, at Saul; see how much he
resembled David in his appointment to the kingdom; he did not seek it
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himself, and even made excuses when the prophet proposed it. to him;
and when he was made king, see how God favoured him-how he went
with him to battle, and slew his enemies before him; and observe at
times his humility and confession-how like a child of God; and yet behold his end: instead of asking counsel of God, he sought the influence
of one of the very characters he had ordered should be destroyed-and
at last perished by his own hand. Judas was another that, until the
close of his life, was, to all appearance, a favourite of Heaven, and yet
see his end. If, therefore, these and thousands more fell short, what
hope can there be for such a vile, ungrateful, rebellious wretch as yOU?
You have sinned against light and knowledge; you have abused every
mercy; you have trampled under feet the blood of the Son of God; and
there now remaineth no more sacrifice for sin. Nothing awaits yOl!l in
this world but shame, confusion, and disgrace; your family will come to
ruin-your children be vagabonds-and you will have been the cause.
Oh, wretched man! far better if you had never been born. Here; take
the knife, the halter, or one plunge, and know the worst of it. If you
really are a child of God, he will save you at last; he will appear and
rescue you, and by it you shall have an evidence of your sonship."
Reader, has thy case been described? Is that cur~ed old fiend, the
devil, thus hara~sing thee.1 The Lord grant t~t thou mayest heed
him not, and may he prevent thee from seeking snch a presumptuous
evidence of thy sonship, as this last suggestion. There may be much
truth in what he has advanced; thou hast probably sinned against light
and knowledge, and walked contrary to the dictates of thine own conscience. But recollect, for thy comfort, that Jesus lives, and remember
his own words, "I knew that thou wouldst be a transgressor from the
womb." He foresaw all thy weakness, thy folly, and thy sin. He
knows that, if he leaves thee but for a moment, thou art sure to fall into
some evil or other; and that thou mayest know it too, and that he may
wound thy pride and self-confidence, and humble thee at his blessed
feet, he does for a moment withdraw his hand, and suffers thee to be
taken in the snare. But has he let go his grasp of thee? Oh, no, no !
Why, "thou art graven on the palm5 of his hands, and thy walls are
continually before him." Go to him again, and in accordance with his
own counsel, "only acknowledge thine iniquity;" tell him all; confess
what an ungrateful wretch thou hast been; and say he would be
perfectly justified were he to cut thee off and send thee to hell. But
plead his promise; remind him of Calvary; tell him of that precious
blood which cleanseth from all sin; and implore him again to wash thee
in the fountain which he has opened for sin and for uncleanness. Remind him of his ability to save, "even to the very uttermost;" and
talk to him of his own unchangeable love; that "He hates putting
away," and that he has declared, he will "multiply pardons." Tell
him of the power of the great adversary-of thine inability to stand
against him, even for a moment; and ask him to fulfil his sweet promise,
"When the enemy cometh in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall
lift up a standard against him." And, though he may not seem to heed
thy cry, yet plead and wrestle with him again and again; go to him in
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the same way as thou first wentest to him-as a poor, lost, and undone
sinner; and tell him that, unless he is pleased to have mercy on thee,
thou shalt perish for ever and ever. If he now begins to listen to thy
cry, alid, as he did with the poor woman in the Gospel, turns and
rebukes thee, telling thee "it is not meet to take the children's bread,
and cast it unto dog~;" be not even then discouraged nor dismayed; but
under the sweet operations of that self-same blessed Spirit, who is now
wrestling a\ld pleading within thee, may it still make thee more earnest
in thy plea; adopt the poor womau's language; say, '" 1'ruth, Lord'I am a dog-one of the meanest, most contemptible, and unworthy of
all the creatures thou hast formed, yet 'even the dogs eat of the crumbs
which fall from their master's table.' Lord, let but one crumb of thy
mercy fall upon me-cast one look of compassion towards me as thou
didst upon poor Peter; and that look shall break my flinty heart-that
crumb of mercy shall melt my stubborn and rebellious will into the
sweetest godly contrition."
"The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent taketh it
by force."
Notwithstanding all thy weakness, sin, and folly, poor soul,
Jesus still is, and ever will be thine; like Joseph of old, when seated
before his brethren, he longs to make himself known unto thee.
Underneath the frown which seems to sit upon his brow, he is regarding
thee with all the complacency of divine love. He is now "chastening
thee in measure, and not suffering thee to go wholly unpunished;" he
is at the same time exercising thy graces-purging thy dross-making
thee feel that it is an evil and a bitter thing to sin against him; and by
and by, when he heals the breach-binds up thy wounds- and causes
thee to feel afresh his pardon:i\1g' love, thou wilt bless him and praise
him for the present trial of thy faith. Thine heart shall be enlargedthy comforts abound; and while thou shalt have less trust in thyself,
and thy continual cry shall be, "Lord, be thou my keeper, preserver,
and 'never-failing guide," thou wilt repose with increasing confidence
upon. the skilfulness of his hand, and. "come up oui of the wilderness,
leaning (more sensibly and feelingly) upon him, thy beloved."
Thus, though faint, poor tempted believcr, thou art still pursuingyea, and shalt pursue, until thy cross is exchanged for a crown. Thy
warfare will, ere long, be at an end; and after a few more struggles with
sin and unbelief within, and a few more' combats with thine accursed
enemy without, the glorious Captain of thy salvat.ion, under whose
banner thou art now fighting, shall appear and bid thee lay aside the
weapons of thy warfare, and receive from his own divine hand the palm
of victory and eternal triumph over every foe.
Our hearts are full, and, did not the length of the present paper admonish us, we should gladly have pursued the subject, and taken up
the cases of others of the Lord's exercised family. If, however, it is
laid upon our mind, and meets the approbation of our readers, we hope
to return to the subject at some future time.
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CRISP'S VIEW OF A ZEAL OF GOD WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE OF, AND SUBMISSION TO THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD IN CHHIST.
A ZEAL of God proves not a man a child of God. Give me leave to
tell you, it is possible a person may have a zeal of God, and yet be far
from being a believer. Let that be the first observation. I ground it
thus: the Jews, of whom Paul speaks, he himself" bears record, that they
had a zeal of God;" but in the next words he says, "They established
their own l'ighteousnrss, and did not submit to the righteousness of
God." A zeal of God is not ground or evidence enough that a person
is a believcr, or that he hath rcceived o'r submitted himself to Christ.
First, beloved, because this may seem to be harsh, I beseech you to
consider seriously how undeniable and clear the position I have laid
down is-it is founded upon the text itself. I say there may be a zeal
of God in an' unheliever; so the apostle bears record of these Jews :
there was "a zeal of God, yet not according to knowledge;" even when
they had it, "they established their own righteousness-they did not
submit to the righteousness of God." I will not dwell upon this point:
all I shall say on it is only that I may undeceive many that are very
subject to deceive themselves, and that I may take them off from a
sandy foundation; and, so, if it be possible, reduce to a rock those who
are apt to build upcn the sand.
I know, beloved, it is cried up much in the hearts of many poor
wretches; I say, cried up much, that if they have but a zeal of God in
their hearts, it is enough to serve them for ever; they are believers,
members of Christ; and it is injurious to the peoplc of God, as they
think, to tell them-those that have a zeal of God in their hearts-yet,
for all that may" not submit to the righteousness of God," but stumble
at the stumbling-stone, and fall for ever.
All the difficulty, I know, lies in this-what is it for persons to
have "a zeal of God?" Or whether therc is not "a zeal of God" in
those who are believers, whieh is palpably discerned (distinguished)
from that in those that do "not submit to the righteousness of God? "
I grant there is a difference; but, as this zeal of God hath reference to
our righteousness, or unto an obedience to the law, you will hardly find
a difference. A zeal of God to set up God in Christ, to give Christ the
pre-eminence in all, that nothing is to be done with God, but only by
Jesus Christ; to throw down everything in the world that offers to come
'in with Christ to deal with the Father; I say, "a zeal of God," in this
kind, is not common to any person who submits not to "the righteousness of God." But to be zealous-that is to say, to be cordial, hearty,
real, and that with fervency and earnestness of spirit, towards obedience
to the commandments of God, and to have an eye, in such obedience, to
God himself, to seek him in it-this, I say, is "a zeal of God" which is
common unto such as do "not submit to the righteol.lsncss of God;" as
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well as to them that do submit to it; therefore, as there is It community
in this zeal, so this is not ·sufficient to clear up to persons, that because
they are thus zealous, therefore they are the children of God, and have
the righteousness of Christ.
There are many people in the world to whom the mind of God, in
the law, is made known. We must not commit adultery, and simply because God commands this thing, they refrain from the evil; they go
through all the commandments of God zealously; they look upon it as
the will of God revealed to them, and do it for God's sake, thus imparting his own mind; they abstain and refrain from the evil, and perform
the good, because God requires it of them: yet all this is no argument
of a person's being a real member of Christ; for all this, he may not
submit to the righteousness of Christ.
Observe, that these Pharisees "went about to establish their own
righteousness," saith the apostle. This righteousness they went about
to establish: what was it? a righteousness according to the law of God?
" Christ is the end of the law to everyone that believes:" as if he had
said, you, in the zea~ of your spirits, think to come to the end of the
law yourseles; but mistake not, if you have in your eye the' expectdion
of comfort and peace, and rest in your spirits, from the largeness of your
spirits in the performance of those duties-this is enough to make you
miscarry, though it be for the Lord's sake you do it. Let me tell you,
that the Lord hath so established Christ, for the rest and life of men,
that if they could yield angelic obedience, be perfect throughout in obedience to the whole law of God, and not fail in one point of it; if, I say,
from such perfection of obedience they would gather up their own comfort, or conclude their own salvation; these persons should be damned
as well as those that sin ever so much; for God hath established Christ
and his righteousness only, to be the salvation of man: I say, only the
righteousness of Christ; that if a man were' ever so perfect, and, in
respect of that perfection, would leave the righteousness of Christ and
lean to the perfection of his own for his peace and salvation-that man
would miscarry and be damned.
Beloved, all I aim at is this, that you build not upon foundations
which will fail you when you come to the trial. There is absolutely
perfection in the righteousness of Christ alone for your rest and security, that you shall not need to trust to anything you do for peace 01'
life: this is what God calls you to, to go forth from your own righteousness to rest solely and only upon the righteousness of Christ, if ever
you mean to have comfort in this world, and in the world to come.
The world is grown to a miserable pass, that obedience, zeal, and
seeking after God, must be of no use at all, except a man himself be It
gainer by his obedience. It is now as it was in the time of the Psalmist, Psal. iv., everyone will be ready to cry out_cc Who will show us any
good?" This the common outcry in the world; if anything in the
world be proposed to men to be done, they answer, "But what shall I get
by it ? What! doth the law call me out to such duties and employments, such zeal and fervency, and to have mine eye upon God in the
performance of them, and all this do me no good? I had as good sit still
y
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-and do nothing." But there are some good commonwealth's-men indeeu
who, you know, have, in respect of other's prosperity, put themselves
to trouble and charge; and, so far from getting, they shall be losers by
their office; and yet, for the commonwealth's good, they will willingly
put themselves on, when they are called out to such employments.
And I must tell you, except you mind chiefly, that all the duties you
perform are for other ends and purposes than your own preferment, and
to benefit yourself thereby; namely, the setting forth the praise of
the glory of God's free-grace, and the serving the generation in which
you l~vc, and the study of good works, because they are profitable to
men: I say, except you will fall upon the performance of duties, for
the common good and benefit, without having any such conceits as
what shall accrue to you thereby; you are not persons yet come to have
that common spirit, and dead to the old spirit, as becomes Christians.
Believers that have the temper of Christ's true-bred children indeed,
- they, in the Gospel of Christ, find all things that appertain to life and
godliness; they find them all so passed over by God's goodness and fi'ee
grace to them, that the lions shall want and suffer hunger before they
shall lack anything that is good. Must they now labour to gain these
things as if they were in agitation, and as if they were yet referred to
their good 01' evil walking, that as they walk so they shall speed? This
is to argue that God is yet to determine within himself, how to dispose
of the good things that he will bestow upon his people, and that he
gives good things according to their good or evil carriage; and so the
goodness of God to his people must depend upon their goodness to him;
and that, as men's works will prevail with God, so God will pour out
llis bounty unto them.
But without respect to good or evil, as I said before, the Lordllath
everlastingly established all that ever he meant to do; and no more will
he do, to the end of the world, to any people he hath chosen in his Son.
The I,ord in Christ from everlasting hath set down peremptorily what
he will do for you; and there are no intervening acts and carriages of
yours that make any alteration in him at all to cross out what he hath
written, and to put in what he hath left out. He doth nothing to his
people upon conditions in them, as if he referred himself still to those
conditions, and suspended what he meant to do to them, till he perceived how they would carry themselves to him.
Now, know, that there is no submitting to the righteousness of
God while there is an establishing of the righteousness of the law of
Moses-namely, to do righteousness that you may li,-e; to refrain from
evil to the end that you may not be cursed. He that proposeth cursing
01' life (cursing if he do not do, and life if he do the will of God)-he
that proposeth this, "is under the law, and not under grace."
Christ, as you hear in the next verse, "is the end of the law for
righteousness, to everyone that believes." What is that? He is the
end of the curse of the law; he is also the end of the life of the law.
There is no curse to be pronounced on a believer when he breaks the
law; there is no life to be expected by the believer upon his obedience
to it. Christ is the end of the life, and curse of the law; "He himself
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being made a curse for us, as it is written, cursed is everyone that
hangeth on a tree." Secondly," Our life is hid with Christ in God;"
he is the life, no life but in the Son; "he that hath the Son hath life;
he that hath not the Son, hath not life," saith the Apostle. All this
argues plainly, that all that life that is to be expected, whether it be
life itself, or the conducing of things that appertain to the comforts of
it: all this is to be expected from the Son of God, and not from any obedience of the law. If thou at any time need a curse to thyself, upon any
transgression of the law, and darest to receive it al!;ainst thyself in respect
of that transgression, Christ is not the end of the law to thee; namely,
thy suul takes not Christ as the full curse of the law, taking it all away,
that otherwise the law would pronounce and execute upon thy person.
Beloved, I need not apalogise; you know what the apostle speaks
(2 Cor. v. ID) "God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed to us the
word of reconciliation;" upon which, saith the apostle, "we are the ambassadors of Christ, beseeching you, in Christ's stead, to be reconciled
unto God." I think I need not make an apology; he that is a miniil,ter
of the Gospel ought to proclaim and declare this reconciliation to you,
by God's own Son Jesus Christ, peace through him, and atonement
through his blood alone. Either we are the ministers and messengers
of Christ, or the ministers of Moses: we are either the ministers of the
covenant of works, or the messengers of the covenant of grace; so far as
we urge upon you as you do, you shall live, and as you do evil you shall
Le accursed; so far, we are the ministers of the covenant of works.
But when we come and say that "God is in Christ reconciling the world
to himself:" that is, if we say that Christ bore the curse, and that. you
need not fear it, though you fall into sin; * you may be sure that God
hath so reconciled you in his Son, that your falls (being believers) shall
not break peace between God and you; this peace is everlasting, it is
unchangeable; God is not a friend to-day with his people, and falls out
with them to-morrow; "whom he loves he loves to the end;" now this
is our business to draw people unto Christ.
Lord, give unto thy people a spirit of discernment, that they may distinguish between persons and things which differ, and that they may be
k~pt from deceiving of others and being deceived themselves.
]lfay 24th, 1840.

A

LAYMAN.

* [Reader, we warn thee not to misinterpret this remark, and charge
its author (and ourselves for inserting it) with Antinomianism, or
making light of sin. Crisp knew, and we know it likewisc, by painful
experience, that if a child of God is overcome by temptation (be it of
what sort it may) it will, for a season, close the channel of communion
between him and his God; darken his understanding; becloud his prospects; and bring such a load of guilt and misery upon his conscience,
as nothing but a fresh application of the precious blood of a dear Immanucl can remove. Talk of a child of liberty, an heir of eternal glory,
a soul made meet to be partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light,
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treating sin with indifference, and thinking that because he is delivered
from eternal condemnation, he may in this world follow the inclination
of his own carnal heart, and gratify all the filthy, abominable, and
hellish propensities of his nature. Alas! alas! thos~ who use such an
argument give sad proof indeed, that they know nothing experimentally
of what gospel liberty is, and that they were never delivered from the
condemnation of the law. Why, the moment the trumpet of a gospel
jubilee is sounded in the soul, and peace and pardon proclaimed through
the precious peace-speaking blood of the Lamb-that moment sin receives its death-wound, though it does not die; and an unceasing warfare commences between flesh and spirit. "What do I see in the Shulamite ?-as it were the company of two armies."
Two distinct
principles are in operation within the man, which can no more harmonize than can light and darkness. The same nature, with all its sinful
propensities, still exists, and will continue to exist, until this "vile
body," as the apostle calls it, shall be dropped in the grave; but,
though it lives it does not reign, for the promise of a gracious God and
Father is, "Sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not under
the law, but under grace." While in this tabernacle, therefore, the heir
of glory "groans, being burdened." He carries about with him a body
of sin and death; and feels himself to be a captive, an exile, a prisoner;
lIence, in the contemplation of freedom, he exclaims with the poet"·Welcomc, bless'd hour of full discharge,
That sets my longing sonl at large;
Unbinds my chains, breaks up my cell,
And bids me with my God to dwell."

-ED.]
A FATHER'S REVEIUE OVER THE CORPSE OF HIS
INFANT CHILD.
All ! B-- H--, thou wast an engaging child; thy disposition was
most amiable and lovely; and even now, though the cold and icy hand
of death is laid upon thee, thou still retainest thy sweet-thy placid--:thy contented smile. 'l'hine eyes, it is true, have lost their brightness;
they are closed in a long, long slumber; but I would not wake theeno, my sweet boy. I would not call thee back again to suffer; no, no!
The Lord has very mercifully called thee home just as thou wast embarking upon life's stormy ocean. He saw that it would be rough and
tempestuous, and that the waves and billows would roll in rapid succession over thy head, and therefore ne would Rot suffer thee to
ventl\re farther: but in great kindness, love, and mercy, hath called thee
back again. And now, dear babe, thou hast escaped all the storms and
tempests of this changing trying life; and thou hast thus early entered
upon thine eternal rest. Blessed babe! I would not interrupt thy
repose! I would not disturb thy quietude! I would not arouse thee
from thy slumbers! No, no. Sleep on, sweet boy. And by and
by I will come-I will follow thee. When my Master has done with
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me here, I shall be glad to hear his blessed voice calling me homc.
called thec very gently, my boy!
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" One gentle sigh thy fetters broke,
We scarce could say, 'He's gone,'
Before thy ransom'd spirit took
Its mansion near the throne."

A few hours ago, my lovely child, and thou wast here a little sufferer;
thy head pained 'thee; and though thy little lip8 could not tell us, yet
wc knew thou wast suffering; but now, my boy! thy pains, thy sufferiugs have for ever ceased. No! thy head will never pain thee more;
thy little temples will not throb again; nor will thy gums agitate and
vex thee. Thou hast now vacated thy little earthly tenement, and thy
happy spirit has ascended higher-higher-higher, until it has reached
the abode of the blessed above.
The ministering angels hovered around thee here below, and longed to
scc thee draw thylast breath, that they might conduct thee throngh yonder
bright sky to their happy dwelling-place. Methinks I trace thee in thy
flight; and though thy countenance is too animated and bright for me
to gaze upon, yet I seem to hear thee, in accents of sweetest melody, inquire, "Where are ye carrying me ? To what bright world am I going?
What are these vast orbs by which we are surrounded?" '" Thcse,"methinks I heal' thy celestial convoy anwser-" these are the little twinkling stars which illumine yonder lower world. Soon we shall leave them
far behind, and enter upon a much brighter scene."
But expression fails me, my son: I see thee gaze, and wonder, and
admire; thou art holding sweet intercoUl'se with thy celestial attendants, but thy language is far beyond my finite comprehension. Thou
art, I know, talking about another, and a brighter, and a better world.
And now methinks thou art arrested by the sounds of distant music;
it is the echo, my son, of ten thousand times ten thousand voices, tuning their harps in sweetest melody. And they are singing, as it were,
a new song, about One "who loved them, and washed them, and made
them white." Ah, my son! thou wouldst never have entered that
blessed abode, had he not lived, and died, and rose again. Thou
wast "born in sin, and shapen in iniquity; and in sin did thy mother
conceive thee."
But his precious blood speaks peace; it cleanses
from all sin. And thou didst need washing, my boy, though thou w,st
so very young; and thou didst need a robe of righteousness to cover thy
naked ~ouI. And this is what yonder happy company are singing
abont. But thou needest not that I should tell thee, for thou art infinitely wiser than I, though thou hadst no earthly tuition.
•
Thou art now, I see, arrived at the gates of the celestial city. They
are closed, and spirits in bright array are guarding them from every intruder. Where is thy passport, my son? Thine attendants cannot obtain an entrance for thee, unless thou hast a divine warrant. Thou hast
no good work to plead-nothing in extenuation of thy guilt to exprcss. Does language fail thee, and art thou fearful that, after all, thou
shalt be turned back? Oh! exclaim, "Jesus died and rose agai.n.
His blood I plead; his riPihleousne5s I crave. On account of what he
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has done and suffered, I implore admittance," This, this is thy passport,
my son; no other would have availed thee. And I now see the pearly
gates fly back; and as thy happy convoy bear thee through, I catch a
hasty glance of the bright myriads which are seated around the throne
of God and the Lamb. The Lamb is seated in the midst of the throne;
and his countpnance-beyond expression glorious-is, if possible, lighted
up with new joy, as he beholds thee, another trophy of his grace, fall
before him, and cast thy blood-bought crown at his feet.
Farewell, my son! imagination itself fails me. I leave thee in thy
new and happy home, and return again to mingle a little longer with
thc sons of men.
THE SHEl'HERD

COMFORT

Boy.

l~OR

BELIEVERS DESTITUTE OF A PlmACIIED
GOSPEL.
The mOlmtains shall depart, and the, hills be 1'emoved, but my kindness
shall not depa1·t from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace
be removed, saith the Lord, who hath mercy on thee. Isaiah liv. 10.

No, poor troubled Christian, whoever thou art, who, like myself, art
placed in that situation where the pure Gospel is shut out from the
pulpit whether of church or chapel, his loving-kindness will never
depart from us. He is the Lord and changes not. He did not sct his
love upon us for any good he foresaw would be in us, but because
it was his own good will and pleasu1'e to set his love upon us and choose
us in his dear Son; therefore it is all of his own rich, free, and sovereign grace, that we stand in such esteem in his sight, as to proclaim
in his holy word such precious promises to comfort and support us on
our pilgrimage. If it is his will to place us out of the sound of his
pr'eached word, he still applies the promises to our hearts by the
written word, under the blessed teachings of his Holy Spirit. How many,
it is to be, feared, sit under" the sound of the Gospel wherc it is faithfully
preached, who have no pleasure (heartfelt pleasure I mean, as it is
possible for it to please or amuse the head, without thc heart), in the
precious truths of it! so that a Paul may plant and an Apollos may
water, still God alone, by his Holy Spirit, must give the increase.
Thus w~ see, it is not the preached word (as such) can confer spiritual
Llessings or comfort.s on the hearers, any more than a person by reading
the Bible can apply the precious promises therein contained to the
people of God (his chosen, elect people) unto himself, without the
Spirit's guidance. Because it pleases him to withhold such a blessing
from us (a:> a great blessing it certainly is) who can say but it is in
love? Might we not be led sometimes to trust too mud on the spealcer,
and not set our affections on the Saviour, in a way of not looking up to
him alone for soul comforts? Many go to such and such a place of
worship, because a popular preacher is stated there; and it may possibly
be a Gospel preacher (witness Romaine, Toplac1y, Hawker, &c., &c.) and
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how al'e they lifted up sometimes over others who do not attend the same
place! There is generally a good deal of self at the bottom of this; so
that I hope you win join with me in considering it as the best for us
io be content in the station of life in which an all-wise Providence hath
placed us, even if this privilege is denied. A wise and affectionate parent
does not disinherit his child, because he bestows greater favours on
others of his family. Only consider the advantage we have over our
forefathers, who but a few generations back, dared not be found reading
the Bible; and which is the case to this day where Popery predominates
-ay, no farther than in a part of our sister country, Ireland, among
the poorer classes of society. Oh, then! while we have this privilege left
us, let us improve it by daily searching those Scriptures which point us
to the Lamb for salvation; and by earnest prayer to be instructed in
those things that make for our eternal peace, by the Holy Spirit's application of them to our hearts; and which, for our comfort, our blessed
Lord himself, in the days of his flesh, assured his disciples he would
send unto them for that purpose.
As the doctrine of election is so much cried out against by most
of the preachers of the present day, both in and out of the Establishment, as tending to "licentionsness" (whereas it is the only
doctrine which tends to uphold sobriety and good order in the true
sense of the words), I desire to say a word or two on the subject-not
but that it has been much abler defended by other hands in the GOSP1;;r,
MAGAZ1NE, during the whole course of our late beloved Editor's (Mr.
WaIter Row) superintendence. The Lord himself has declared that
" He will put his fear in their hearts (his elect people's hearts) that they
sha.ll not depart from his ways; and that a "new heart" and a "new
spirit will he give them." Hear with what grandeur he speaks, "This
people have I formed for myself, they shall show forth my praise." Observe, it is all the Lord's own work, "I will!" therefore it is not left
to "man's free will," in his unregenerate state, to do so: although,
1'1 hen the change takes place by regenera.tion, he will then be "made
willing" in the day of his power. Psa. cx. Paul settles the point at
once, " We are created anew in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath befo?'e ordained we should walk in them." Read Titus, ii.
throughout. Read the first and 'sccond chapters of Ephesians for farther confirmation on this point-" Ye are witnesses and God also, how
holy, and justly, and unblamably we behaved ourselves among you that
believe; as ye know how we exhorted you, and comforted and charged
everyone of you, as a father doth his children, that ye would walk
worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory."
1 Thess. ii. 10, 11, 12. "FOl' God hath not called us unto uncleanness
but unto holiness;" but hear what he says in the very next verse, "He,
therefore, that despiseth (he that charges my doctrine with encouraging
men in sin) despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us
his Holy Spirit." 1 Thess. iv. 7, 8. A very awful state to be found in
when called to appear in the sight of God, if grace is not vouchsafed them
for repentance in this life. Our Lord pronounces an awful sentence"Unt whoso shall offend 01lC of these little ones that believe in mc, it
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were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and
that he were drowued in the dcpth of the sea." Matt. xvi. 6. 0 that
this might be the means in the Lord's hand of bringing some of this
character to a sense of their iniquity in pe7'secutin,q the people of God,
who are scattered here and there around them, by charges of this description against the doctrine of "God's election," among the many
otheT libels continually in theiJ: mouths against the truth as it is in Jesus.
Our Lord forewarned his followers in Matt. x., what thcy must expect
from the world; but he likewise takes good care to season the caution
with promises of his presence. The reader will do well to read the
whole chapter. A veTy youn,q pilgrim will doubtless see something of
his experience -in it. Also read 1 Cor. iv.; it often makes such a one
wonder why some of his acquaintance should so speak al!;ainst the freeness of that sovereign grace of which he feels himself a partaker; but
he will do well in that case to consider what the Scripture says, "Because the carnal mind is enmity against God." Rom. viii. 7. That is
the true reason. We mnst not expect smooth roads through the wilderness. "In the world ye shall have tribulation, but (mark the loving
promise) be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." At times we
should sink uuder them, were it not for being assured that our dear
Lord had conquered all our enemies by his death and resurrection;
though they may annoy, yet they cannot destToy our souls.
The doctrine of "final perseverance" is considered by many P"ofessoTs of religion to be an awful pTesumption; but" if the foundation be
destroyed, what will the righteous do ?" Some may ask, what foundations ? When they do, tell them, such promises as are at the head of
this paper; and "God hath chosen us (his elect) in Christ, before the
foundation of the world." Eph. i. 4. "The Lord will not cast off his
"When the
people, nor forsake his inheritance." Psa. xc. 14.
poor and needy seek water and there is none, and their tongue faileth
for thirst, I, the Lord, will hear them, I, the God of Israel, will not
forsake them." Isa. xli. 17. By this last text of Holy Scripture, I
think the case of those of the Lord's people who are out of the sound
of the pTeached Gospel is plainly described; and that it is also especially
recorded for theiT comfort. .How like their state! Thirsting for the
water of life, the poor and needy soul seeks at the appointed places for
comfort, but finds none; the muddy waters he cannot drink-but mark
the loving-kindness of the Lord, our compassionate Father-" I, the
Lord, will hearthem." His ears are ever open to our cries, and he knows
our wants before we ask; yea, while we are yet speaking, he will
both hear and answer, either the desire of our hearts, or give a measure
of grace sufficient fa!' 11S-" 1, the God of Israel, will not forsake them."
Here is the covenant, "I will," and "they shall." "The Lord th.1f
God in the midst of thee is mighty: he will save, and he will deliver
you." Zeph. iii. 17. He will sustain them as he did Israel of old in
the wilderness-he brought them out of the rock, and the apostle says
that rock was Christ (in type); so now, when all earthly means fail
(such as our being ant of the sound of the preached word) the Holy
Spirit will lead us to Christ alone for all our comforts. He willl10t
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forsake the work of his own hands; where would there have been any
thirsting for the water of life, if the Holy Spirit had not first convinced
the sinner of his undone state by nature, and led him to Christ as the
fountain of living water? I am convinced I should never have so
thirsted if I had been left to my own natural free-will power; as that is
in direct opTJosition to so doing. The carnal mind is enmity against
God, whether that of the people of God, the openly profane, or the nominal professor, with all his outwm'd show of religion; indeed, it shows
itself more in the latter class than in the others against God's people
who are regenerate and born again, and show the image of Christ in
their lives and conversation; they cannot hide their "rooted enmity"
when they behold them as "doers of the word and not hearers only"
(James, i. 22), as they themselves are. But this is one evidence of the
sonship of believers, when they experience such treatment; "for if tney
call the master of the house Beelzebub, much more they of his household." "It is not you they hate, but me." "They hated rne before
they hated you." "The servant is not greater than his lord. If ye
were of the world, the world would love its own; but ye are not of the
world, therefore the world hateth you; yea, the time cometh, that
whosoever killeth you, thinketh that he doeth God service. But be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world." John, xvi. 33. The Lord has
left this on record for the comfort of his own chosen elect people, when
he permits them to fall in the way of such persecutors, for trial of their
faith and patience. He will never leave them in their hands. 0 no! it
is but for a season, to cause them to flee to him for support, and then he
will assure them, that underneath them are .the everlasting arms; that
they "shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of his hands."
John, x. 28, 29. Amidst the "strife of tongues" now going on in the
present day, avoid them as you.would a pestilence; it is the place of
the believer to "stand still and see the salvation of the Lord." Men
of the most (seeming) discordant views, unite to oppose the "trnth as
it is in Jesus," and to persecute the children of the kingdom-those who
have not the rnark of the beast.
True it is that evil men and seducers Wax worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived; but the safety of the Lord's people is not in danger
by such, only as far as the sensible enjoyments of his love are permitted
to be beclouded by th~m; but when the Sun of Righteousness arises in
their hearts, and on their souls, then these mists disappear, and the
healing of his beams are felt, rejoicing the soul. "The LOl'd will give
both grace and glory;" as it was well said" Grace is glory in the bud;"
so surely, where there is a heartfelt desire for salvation by Christthat is the effect of grace, though generally attended with doubts and
fears. Still it is the Holy Spirit's work, and
" The work that ·Wisdolll undertakes,
Eternal Mercy ne' er forsakes."

May the Lord own these feeble attempts for the comfort of his
people, for his great name's sake. Amen.
Bridport, Oct. 20th c 1839.

RICHARD EBLON.
Z
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[The writer of the preceding article will perceive we have taken the liberty
of omitting that portion of it which refers to the recently-agitated geological
scheme " had we not done so, we should have been compelled, in an endeavour to carry out our principle of avoiding angry unprofitable discussion,
to have rejected the article altogether, which we should have been exceedingly unwilling to have done, In striking out the Baragraph alluded to, we must,
however, state, that we do it not in order to vindicate the scheme, nor to
escape or avoid the censure of its advocates, on account of our opposition,
In reference to the science itself, we believe it to be another wily stratagem
of our great adversary-one of the species of modem infidelity, by which men
of highest human intellect and morality, as well as men immured in ignorance, and men propagating various unscriptural notions as a covering for every
kind of vice, "become wise above whatis written;" departing from the simple
truths of that word which says, that" a wayfaring man" instructed therein
"shall not err," and by degrees involving themselves in a labyrinth of error
to all the wretched consequences of which (if grace prevent not) only the
awful realities of eternity shall awaken them, Alas, alas! we tremble for such;
and, while we wonder and adore the grace that has made us to differ, the
earnest petition of our heal'ts is, "Lord, keep us in the narrow way, from
swerving either to the right hand or to the left; suffer no enemy transformed
into an angel of light to lead captive our naturally reckless and silly minds,
but keep us humble and teachable at thy dear feet, under the continual anointing influences and operations of Him who has said, he will 'take of the things
of Christ Jesus,' our adorable Lord, 'and reveal them unto us.' "
Our second motive for not introducing the paragraph mentioned is, because
we wish to avoid p81'sonalities-not to make the GOSPEL MAGAZINE what it
11as of late too much become, a vehicle of cont7'ove7'sy. Though we love to see
men valiant for the truth, and unwilling to sacrifice a single iota of it; yet we
do lament to observe the design and purposes of our common foe not unfl:equently so far obtained as to lead them into the very opposite extreme-namely,
of anger, bickering, and strife, And lr.t not the reader suppose we are making
these remat'ks in order to justify and set up ourselves as patterns of all that is
kind, amiable, and lovely, Alas, alas! we feel the fact, by daily, hourly experience, to be just the contrary; and it is because we often have been, and
still are wounded, distressed, and find a cloud brought between the face of a
gracious God and Father and our own souls, that we are solicitous for the
welfare of others; and are anxious that our feeble efforts connected with the
GOSPEL MAGAZnm, should be to feed, build up, and establish the souls of
God's people. We are in a wilderness, and traversing a thorny, wearisome
path; yet, blessed be God, we are under the guidance and protection of One
whose eye is ever upon us for good; while, then, we recollect that wc are in
an enemy's country, and beset on every hand by ten thousand snares, let us be
concerned that, instead of looking to and talking of them, and, what is worse,
falling out and quarrelling with each other by the way, we should the rather
be fixing our eyes upon Jesus-our elder ,brother-our friend that stieketh
closer than a brother; upon Him who loveth at all times, and who is able to
" do for us exceedingly abundant above all that we can ask or think." It is
I:(ecause we are looking within-to a variety of circumstances without-or to
some object short of Jesus, that we are from day to day the subjects of so much
misery, vexation, and sorrow; and to be habitually poring over our various
sources of affliction, without a simple dependence upon him who has said,
" Cast thy burden on me," is for a sick man to be analyzing his disease, heedless of the advice and skill of his physician. This is, notwithstanding, the
precise position of every poor sin-burdened, troubled soul, until he is enabled
by the eye of faith to look to Jesus, and with the hand of fait.h t.o lay hold upon
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him; but these acts (simple as they may appear) he is as incapable of performing
without the mighty power and gracious influences of God the Holy Ghost, as he
is to create a world. All the blessings springing from these actings of faith are
not, however, the less certain on account of the inability of the creature; on
the contrary, they are more sure, inasmuch as they are folded up in the covenant
engagements of a triune God, instead of depending in any measure or .degree
upon the performances of poor fallen man. We love to vindicate a free unconditional salvation.-ED.]

C ORRES PON DEN1J E.
To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR BRETHREN,
Your address in the last Number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and
the intelligence which it conveys, that the Magaziue is henceforth to be
conducted upon the truly Catholic principle of "grace be with all those
who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity," give me unspeakable
satisfaction and joy. I may truly say my heart is as your heart in the
sentiments therein put forth; and there appears to me to be that transparency in your statements which is a pledge that in conducting a
Gospel Magazine you will be enabled to join in the declaration of the
Apostle Paul (2 Cor. iv.), "Seeing we have this ministry, as we have
received mercy, we faint not; but have renounced the hidden things of
dishonesty, not walking in cmftiness, nor handling the word of God
deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth, commending ourselves to
every man's conscience in the sight of God."
For my own part I was dissatisfied with the past Numbers of the
New Series, from the commencement, and utterly abhorred the absence
of that "Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace," which permitted
sneers and insults to be offered in its pages to the faithful servants of
Jehovah without the pale of the Establishment; such as those aimed at
that dear and distinguished man, the Rev. Joseph Irons, of Camberwell,
whose powerful preaching, though myself a minister in the Establishment, and, personally, unacquainted with Mr. Irons, I have never failed
to attend of late years (and trust I never shall be debarred that privilege)
when I have visited the metropolis. I have heard many preachers as
eloquent-many as faithful-but none who spoke home to me, who could
preach to my soul like him. How can I doubt for a moment (no, I
doubt not, but feel deeply convinced) that he is taught and commissioned
from on high, for the glorious work in which he is engaged, by Him who
gives "some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists;
and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ."
The great idol of the day and nation is the Establishment; the
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universal cry is "Great is Diana of the Ephesians," and this from places
and pulpits where we should hear "Great is the Lord, and greatly to be
praised in the city of our God." But while it is well and most truly
desirable to uphold the Establishment against the unholy league and
ungodly conspiracy of Infidels, Papists, and others, to destroy
her and the blessed truths which she so boldly and distinctly
maintains; yet, if the beauty of the temple so occupy men's minds
that he who gives all real beauty to it be forgotten and constantly rejected, it will be with us as with the temple and economy of Jerusalem
of old, who, when "he came to his own, his own received him not;" and
yet to him the very disciples pointed out the beauty of the building;
and his answer was (oh, solemn warning to England!) "Verily I say
unto you, there shall not be left here one stone upon another that shall
ALL there was, to the most minute particular,
not be thrown down."
the express ordination of God-" See thou make all things according to
the pattern showed to thee on the mount." All there served unto
the example and shadow of heavenly things (not so with our Establishment), and yet God destroyed his own ordination, and swept it from
off the face of the earth. And wherefore? was it not because they knew
not and rejected the Lord of life and glory when he came among
them in humility? And methinks when he comes in his glory, few
will be able to recognise him, and say (unless we have different preaching
from that now in vogue) "Lo this is our God; we have waited for him,
and he will save us. This is the Lord: we have waited for him. We
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation." .Surely our present state of
retrograde movement to Popish principles must cause every believer in
the truth, as it is in Jesus, to sigh and cry for all the abominations
which are done in the midst of us; and to inquire, with our blessed
Lord, "When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith upon the
earth?" May our covenant God and Father, our blessed and dear
Redeemer, and our gracious and everlasting Comforter, enable all his
dear'people, the servants and witnesses whom he hath chosen, and our
dear brethren in particular, to contend, unceasingly and unflinchingly,
for the faith once delivered to the saints, and to write" Nehllshtan"
(2 Kings, xviii. 4) against every idolatrous object of man's adoration in
our day and generation.
Farewell.
Your faithful and affectionate
ARCHIPPUS.

[W E feel that there is much truth in the preceding remarks respecting the
Established Church; and that for the most part its members are contending
for its forms, celemonies, and emoluments, to the utter exclusion of the spirit
and intention for which those services were instituted. We, nevertheless,
view the Church of England (notwithstanding all her imperfections, and
the numerous respects in which she requires amendment) as our great
national bulwark, and believe that, were she undermined or destroyed,
Popery, with all its tyranny, would speedily be raised upon her ruins.
On the other hand we look into the professing churches of Dissenters,
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and we see, to our sorrow, by far the greater portion of them substituting the letter of the word for the spirit and power thereof; and so far
from our having arrived at that blissful era which is boasted of from almost
every pulpit, and re-echoed from nearly every tongue, we believe we are fast
sinking into a night attended with worse than Egyptian darkness. Of late
years Popery and Infidelity have been making the most rapid strides in this
our once highly-favoured land; and, ere long, we believe that we shall awake
as from a dream, to reap the fruits of a miscalled " charity" and .. benevolence." We have for some time seemed to hear the voice of the Almighty
saying, as he did to the church of old, "Come, my people, enter into thy
closet, and shut thy doors abbut thee, until mine indignation be overpast."
When offended Omnipotence takes the rod in hand, and goes forth to separate
the chaff from the wheat-the precious from the vile-and thoroughly to purge
his. floor, where will the" piety" (so called) of the present day appear?
Where shall it hide its bewildered head? and what shall become of the" Temperance," "Revival," "Universal Charity," and a variety of other" schemes"
of this "enlightened" day? Alas! alas! they will be scattered like chaff before the wind, and wither as the green herb. But amidst all the confusion
and dismay with which such a separation must be attended, the church of the
living God-poor, despised, and contemptible as she may now appear in the
eyes of the professing world-shall stand firm as his eternal throne. Many of
its members who are now slumbering, and resembling too much the character
of the virgins in the Gospel, shall be aroused; fresh life from Him who is the
fountain of life shall enter into them; and they shall go forth testifying of the
richness, the fulness, and the blessedness of a free-grace ~alvation. Happy day!
blissful period! then shall "the time of the singing of birds be come" inreed, and the" voice of the turtle once more be heard in our land."-ED.]

To the Edit01'S of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR SIRS,
On taking into my hand the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for this montll,
I, for a moment, supposed that the bookseller had made a mistake, not
seeing the "old coat of arms" which previously distinguished it from
other publications; but its interior soon gave me another sort of conviction ere I had half read its introduction. And are we yet agnin to be
cheered with the sweet remembrance of the by-gone-days of our old
veteran, the faithful W ALTER Row? Is it indeed a fact that his posterity are not entirely cut off? Is there yet a son of his freed from all
party shackle-one who dares to venture out of the camp and give a
shout in the name of the Lord God of Israel ? Would he indeed rather
go without the harness of the Church of England and face the enemy,
than with. it to offend or discourage his brethren whom the law of
England forbids to wear it-although much more worthy of it than
hundreds who do wear it, and ape a character which exposes their
insignificancc and littleness? Question after question presses itself
into my mind, and among the rest the following, viz.-" Shall I
again see some of myoid friends whose pieces fed my mind with
the rich sweets of the Gospel of Christ Jesus-the men whose aim and
end was to disseminate the savour of His deal' name who 'brought life
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and immortality (0 light by th~ Gospel 7' " These men, dear sirs, were
dTiven-I say dTiven-from the pages of your work, and compelled, conscientiously compelled, to lay down their able pens, or use them elsewhere; thus a coldness entered the work-a comparatively useless subject took its place. The soul inquiring, "What shall I do to be saved 7"
could scarcely have found an answer to his question. Had he taken up
one of your Numbers, his head would have been bewildered about tithes,
politics, or church-rates; and he would have done right in saying, "Let
the potsherds of the earth strive with the potsherds of the earth."
Let the senators frame laws, and let us enter into our closets and pray
to Him by whom "kings reign and princes decree justice," that he
would graciously vouchsafe to guide them in their important decisions,
for the prosperity of his church, and the well-being of our beloved
Albion. Political clergymen, and political religious publications, seldom
remedy the evil they aim at, for this very obvious reason, viz.-as soon
as any man moves his tongue or his pen, the opposite party at once
suggests this-" Ay, he is defending his own interest; he would be a
fool not to do so." This nnderstood, takes the biggest half of his argument from him. It leaves him to contend against wind and tide; and
he, in so doing, loses sight of the best gifts-partakes of the spirit of
the world-grasps at a shadow, and loses the substance.
It was frequently said by Mr. Row, that "the all-wise dispensations
of our God made their way thTough political interchanges." This is a
great truth; let us not, therefore, fret ourselves so much about the political safety of the Church of England, butyather inquire the cause why
she is assailed. Is she not made the house of merchandise by many 7
Are not the best of her livings disposed of to men who do least in honour
of her name, so as to meTit the reproach with which she is stigmatised 7
And, on the contrary, are not many of her best ministers worst paid for'
their very faithful labours 7 These are facts which look us out of
countenance, and leave us without a defence.
I have nothing to urge in defence of other churches, in preference to
the Church of England. All are too mnch looking to their own way;
and the man who singles out a party, and supposes that party defensible,
betrays a little mind, and discovers to discerning men that he has not
been very far from home.
I have taken this my earliest opportunity of making known to yon, in
a very plain and familiar way, the hopes I entertain of seeing the work
prosper in your hands. May the Lord make and keep you faithfulfeed you with wisdom and understanding-increase your' faith, your
love, and make his glory your sole end and aim.
'With reference to the portraits, sirs, just turn your attention to a
former preface, and, without distinction to sect or party, let us see the
faces of those who stood foremost at the earliest period of this work.
My signature has previously been" A Hewer of Wood;' in exchange
for which,
I am,
Very truly yours,
Cossey, June 8th, 1840.
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To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

My

DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN TRIBtlLA'fION,

Disappointment is the common lot of pilgrims in this waste
howling wilderness. I fully intended coming to London this week; bnt
our disappointments are God's appointments. Having so much to attend to in H---, this week, I could not possibly come.
Oh, my dear friend! how hard and ruggcd is the way! I feel at the
present moment almost ready to faint under the crosses, oppositions,
and struggles I have to grapple with at l l - - - ; not but that I have
reason to rejoice, and much cause for gratitude to the Lord, for his amazing goodness to such a vile worm: insomuch that hc has ai:mndantly
owned and blessed his truth to the souls of his people. But so great is
the spirit of persecution and violent opposition against me, and those
that encourage me and the cause, that I am often saying, "Woe is me,
my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife!" The Lord has
blessed some souls, and Satan hates it; but in this I rejoice, though it
is with much trembling and distress of mind.
Ah, my friend, I feel ready to envy those that are close to Jordan's
brink; soon will they put ofi' the harness. Oh, England! thy judgments yet hang over thee. Doubtless (to mc it is certain) the grcat
whore of Babylon will have one more short triumph; and that, I am
satisfied in my mind, will be in England; though, I know, some good
men do not see it. The real church of God must be siftcd and tried.
If the witnesses are to be slain, then, I ask, in what nation do thc witnesses live, but in guilty Britain? Read, my friend, the two last
verscs of the eleventh chapter of Daniel, and there you havc it. Depend on it, that holy mountain betwcen thc seas is our highly favoured
island. Deep-laid designs of anarchy and cunning craftiness, with
an abundance of flattery, and alms-deeds falsely called charity, are now
mal,ing rapid strides to win over and buy the poor and common people;
and as for the highest orders of society, they arc already, in heart, devotcd to the Pope. The beast had the feet of a bear, and a bear
always craftily treads very lightly over the leaves of the desert towards
his den, that the den may not be discovered; this bear is now treading
lightly along, through cities, towns, and country, in England, towards
llis den; the crowded outward court will all go over. Ah, how shall I
stand? Lord, hold me with thy powerful hand. Blessed is he that endureth to the end. May the Lord keep us.
I must conclude with love to all, and remain your unworthy wellJ. R.
wishel',
To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
GENTLEMEN,

It has been with the greatest possiblc satisfaction, and, I trust,
gratitude to God, that I have perused the Number of your respcctable
Mngazine for June; it is indeed with feelings of thankfulness that I be-
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hold in this periodical a very promising champion for the pure, unadulterated-and now, "old-fashioned"-simple truth as it is in Jesus.
And oh! amid the teeming publications of the day, on religious subjects, in which the glorious doctrines of grace are termed "stale things,"
and in which we are informed that "polluted England" now requires
"more than ordinary ministerial piety to effect an increase in our
churches;" I cannot but hail the appearance of a Journal free from all
party or sectarian spirit, and open to xll the lovers of trztth-as an omen
portending good to the church-as a bright star arising in the now beclouded horizon of the Christian world; and believe, that through the
blessing of an omnipotent God, it will shed its light abroad, and in its
measure prove a beacon in the present influx of the most speeiozts, learned,
and mathematical systems of theology-almost, if not quite, reduced to
a mere science-but which contain error (though artfully concealed in
some cases, and but too glaring in others) that thrusts at the honour of
God, and would sap the foundation of the believer's hopes for eternity.
Yes, which would cut the cable of my poor shattered bark, and send it
without a pilot or a compass to founder on the shoals and quicksands of
error and presumption-the mere invention of fallible man-which
abound in the ocean of life.
It is the earnest prayer of your correspondent that this valuable acquisition to the cause of trztth may wing its way far and wide, and be a
blessing to thousands; bringing glory to God In the comforting and establishing of his dear children in this dreary wilderness. And may its
Editors, though unknown to the humble individual now addressing them,
be encouraged to proceed and look forward to the recompence of reward,
remembering the promise, "Those that honour me I will honour," &c.
The enclosed lines, * composed by a dear friend, a few days since, at my
residence, who honoured me with a visit from the country, I forward,
though without her knowledge. She was favoured to hear, while in
town, an honoured servant of God preach from the words, "My Beloved is mine, and I am his;" and enjoyed much of the presence of the
Lord; which circumstance induced her to pen her feelings in verse.
I
do not know if they would suit your periodical; but having enjoyed their
sweetness myself, I do not wish to eat my morsel alone.
From yours,
Jztne 15, 1840.
A LOVER OF TRUTH.
To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.

GENTLEMEN,
I find you have made a great mistake in your GOSPEL MAGAZINE;
it was first established by the Rev. A. M. Toplady, in the year 1774,
and published about ten years, I think, before that time. You could find
the first volume at Red Cross Street Library. This was the FIRST RELIGIOUS Magazine ever published, and has always been called the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
.* See page 300,
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I am much pleased that this has now taken such a liberal view, and sincercly hope it will be supported by all Christians, of all d.enominations.
I am no party man; I will give my right hand of fellowship to all who
lovc the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth, but I must say I am
attached to my church, that is the Church of England; but to say the
Gospel is only preached within her walls would be error. Many truc
Christians are with others.
I shall, at a future time, trouble you with a few lines, if you think
,
well to insert them in your pages.
I am glad to see you have given that bigot, the "Evangelical
Terrier," a good lashing; my prayer is, that he may see the necessity
of more charity, or how can he stand before his Master, who said,
e< Love one another as I have lovcd you? "

I. remain, yours truly,
Fitzroy Square, June 4, 1840.

A.E.W.

To the Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR

SIRS,

I beg to correct a mistake, inserted in YOUl" Number for June,
into which I was led bv the Preface of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE fOl'
January, 1796, which is ;vritten as though it was an entirely ncw publication, and not a new se1'ies of thc original work, which (according to
my best information) was first published on .January 7, 1766.
As I feel much pleasure arising out of your first Number, allow me
a little space to observe, that although the Magazine is in the 74th
year of its age, and you cannot be favoured with the correspondence of
a Bel'l'idge, I-Iervey, Toplady, Romaine, Mason, Newton, and many who,
like them, valiant for the truth, were the early contributors to its pages;
yet, if the servants are removed from earth to heaven, the blessed
Master remains "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." The
Lord liveth! the Father resteth in his love. Jesus-our glorious
Ernanuelris the undying Head of influence to his body the Church;
and the eternal Spirit of grace and glory abideth as an unction upon, as
a well of li'Vinr; water in, and the testifle1' and re'Vealer of Christ unto all
the election of grace.
Therefore rejoice, dear sirs, your efficiency is of God. "It is nothing
with him to help, whether with many or with them that have no power."
All the ti'Ue servants of God, like Abraham, shall know and confess they
are but dust and ashes; and each shall say with Paul, "Though I be
nothing." Thus, while God in sovereignty condescends to employ such
instrumentality as it pleased him to ordain-and while the allotted
measure of success is certain, beyond all human contingency, this inscription shall ever appeal', "Man is nothing, God alone is A tl in All /"
2 A
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" If thunders shake the ground,
Who wonders at the shock?
A weighty cause is found,
And we no farther look;
But if afeathe1' shook the em'th,
Thatfeathe1' .'ets Jehovahforth,"

With these impressions I rejoice that we may now hope for a continuancc of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE maintaining the same high and
spiritual tone (apart from all unprofitable controversy) that has distinguished it from the tame, and yea-and-nay publications which, from
their un scriptural statements, dry essays, &c" can neither profit the
souls of men, nor bring pl'3ise to God.
Accept my best wishes of success in the name of the Lord. Several
of my friends, after perusing your first Number, have so fullyexprcssed
their approbation as to become subscribers. And from the rednction
of the price to sixpence, the excellent type, paper, appearance of the
work altogether, and above all its primary design as a vehicle of harmonious sentiments and unmixed truth; I trust it will, under the
sanction of the Great Jehovah, be favoured with a wide and permanent
extension.
I remain, yours faithfully,

In the unity of Christ,
June 13th, 1840.

DAVID, OF HORSLEYDOWN.

REVIEWS.
to no part of an Editor's engagement is ~reater imporlance attached
than to that which devolves npon him as a ,'eviewe1'; and probably, in the
literary world, there is no greater species of dishonesty countenanceu than by
the system of reviewin~ works and applauding authors. We might probably
arouse the astonishment of our readers were we to acquaint them of the various
artifices which are resorted to by authors and publishers, in order to obhlin
favourable notices of their various productions. Some have been known to
give dinners, balls, and rontes to men connected with the press; while othe,'s
have descended so low as to solicit advertisements through the medium of a
favourable review. Others again write thei,' own reviews; and some forward
their private individual opinion of a work, which, through interest with lhe
editor, or some person connected with the magazine or newspapet' they write
for, obtains insertion. 'Ve were ourselves, some time since, made the victims
of such a piece of craft and deception, and that too by a member of a Dissenting congregation, at'S - - - n o How far a man can reconcile his conscience
to such underhanded conduct we know not; we think it but a very indifferent
way of carrying into practice language which, from the position he occupies
in that church, and likewise in the world as an instructor of youth, we suppose is often upon his lips"-Do unto others as ye would that they should do
unto you." Were we to serve his works in like manner, we doubt whether
his" prog,'ess" in "sanctification" would have been such as to have divested
him of every particle of enJIlity and disgust. SUl'e}y such men can have but a

PERIIAPS
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very shallow acquaintance with the real meaninp; of the wOl'd of God, or they
never would be such base hypocrites as to act so directly opposite to the
opinions they entertain.
Few persons who are acquainted with the duties of au e,litol' can suppose
his time will allow him to wade through every wOl'k which is fOl'wal'lled to him;
on the contml'y, seldom cau he alIonl more than a rapid glance at each: hence
in works of which, at first sight, an editor fo"ms a good opinion, sentimeuts
may be advanced that his eye has never rested upon, and for which he cannot
therefore be acconntable.
'We should not have alluded to these facts but from a desire to clear our
course at the very commencement of ou,'labours; aud to tell our readers plainly
-as well as the anthors 01' publishel's who may fOl'ward us their works for
review-that we hope iu flU cases to give onr views of such books as come
under our notice, with all honesty, sincerity, and candou1'; regardless of popu.
lar 01' in'lividllal opinion.
Having said thus much by way of general introduction to OUr Review department, we call the attention of our readers to a little work entitled

The Meetness of Saints faT Ete1'nal Glory.
Peckham. London: Ward and Co.

By

HENRY CONGREVE,

THIS is an exposition of the 13th and 14th verses of the 45th Psalm,
"The King's daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought
gold. She shall he brought unto the King in raiment of needle-work;
the virgins, her companions that follow her, shall be brought unto thee."
As far as we can judge, the author entertains clear and consistent views of
the truth-we wish, therefore, to be extremely cautious in giving our
opinion of his work. We would not unnecessarily condemn it, nor
heedlessly damp those sweet emotions which we have little doubt he
realized when committing his thoughts to paper. But as the work is
sent us for review, and we cannot conscientiously pass it by unnoticed,
we would remark, that had the author used plainer, less flowery language, we think the perusal of his work would have had a mOTe abidin.!J
and prqfttable influence upon his readers. We love to see talent and
ability cither in a speaker or a writer, where thcy are "seasoned with
grace;" but when they lead a man to soar too high in his display of
language, we feel but little disposition to follow him; because we have
often found our imagination gratified, and a seC1'et envyin,!J of his abilities
aroused; while the important objects he has been endeavouring to set
forth have been altogether lost to our minds: on the contrary, if we have
listcned to a man, or read his writings, who probably could boast of but
little of this world's learning, but yet one who by the unctions influence that has attended his ministrations, has given a blessed evidencc of
having been instructed by a Divinc Tutor; ere we have been aware, our
minds have been taken off the fecble instrument or his writings, and
our souls led out in holy wonder and admiration at bcholding afresh the
fulfilment of the promise, that "the treasure should be hid in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power might be of God, an
not of man." And such has bcen the effect upon our hearts, that, inst.cad of env:lJing the speaker 01' the writer, we have been sweetly united
to him-have been enabled to hold out to him thc right hand of fellowship-and wished him anu his works success in the namc of thc Lord.
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The Saints' Melod:lJ; a j\,'ew Selection of ltpwa1'ds of Eleven Hundred
l-lymns, fo'unded ltpOn the Doctrines of distinguishing Gmce, and
adapted to ever'Y part of the Christian's Experience and Devotion in the
Qr'dinances of Christ. Designed as a Companion to Dr. Watts's
Psalms and Hymns, with some originals. By DAvID DENHAM, Minister of the Chapel in Unicorn Yard, Tooley Street, Southwark.
I.. ondon: J. Groombridge, Panyer Alley; and all Booksellers.

compiler of a selection of hymns imposes upon himself a task of no
ordinary or trivial kind, especially in the present day, when so much
legality and error are united with the most blessed soul-animating trnths
contained in the word of God-truths which are as deal' to the Christian's
heart as his own existence, and which it is his grief to see mutilated aud
abused. 1\11'. Dcnham has compiled tbe present volume with much
judgment and taste, after having perused (as he informs us in the preface) nearly 30,000 hymns. The following is the arrangement, or
analysis of contents:'fH:E

Praise to God in his Trinity of Persons-Praise to God Incarnate-Praiseto
God the Holy Ghost-Praise to God in his Attributes; in Creation and Providcnce; in Covenant; in the Scriptures; in his Holy Law; in the Gospel;
in the Doctrincs of Grace; in all things relating to Christian Experience;
in his Church; in (:hurch Ordinances; in Public Worship; at all Times and
Seasons; in the Solemnities of Death; in the Resurrection of the Body; in
the Adorations of Heaven.

The whole comprising upwards of eleven hundred hymns, and forming
decidedly the best and most experimental Selection with which we are
acquainted. We therefore beartily recommend it to the adoption of
congregations, families, and private individuals.

Extmcts from Holy Writ, and various Aldhors, intended as Helps to
Meditation and Prayer, principally for Soldiers and Seamen. By
CAPTAIN SIlt N8SBIT J. 'VILLOUGHBY, n.N. C.B. K.C.H. London: Printed for Gratuitous Circulation.

WE cannot but admire the kindly spirit which should so far influence
an old and respectable naval officer as to publish a volume of striking
passages from the word of God and the writings of good men, for gratuitous circulation among our much-neglecteu soldiers and sailors. In
taking a hasty glance at the volume before us, we were struck with the
important trlith embodied in the following remarks illustrative of the
mortality of human lifeIn the retrospect of my past days I found, in reference to the companions
of' my youth, and comrades of my riper years, that I was almost left alone-I
had to look back on whole societies, and on ships' crews, and on military battalions which once existed and were known to me, but which had all been
swept away; ancl I felt t.hat in the very nature of things, I must. soon follow:
-nay, that t.he place which saw me to-clay, might probably see me no more a
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week hence. 'Ye read in the volume of inspiration that on many occasions,
" onc is taken and the other left." On many a day has this been the case as
concerned myself. And now, when I look over the list of all those I have
through life associated with, I find ninety-nine out of every hundred gone,
while I am still left ; and shall I go down to the grave after all, without endeavouring to record the boundless mercies and unmerited goodness of the
Lord to me, one of the most unworthy and sinful of the children of men?

In the binding of the volume, however, we would recommend the
author to dispense with the emblem of the Cross, which gives the book,
at first sight, the appearance of a Roman Catholic work; an example
we presume he has no wish to copy.

Flymns, composed on va1'imts Subjects; with the A1,thor's E::cperience, the
Supplement and Appendix. By the REV. J. HART, late Minister ·of
the Gospel in Jewin Street, London. Darton and Clark.

TnE character of these Hymns is already so well known as to need no
comment of ours; suffice it to say, that few who know the plague of
their own hearts, and have an experimental acquaintance with the manifold exercise$ which real Christians are the subjects of, will like to be
without so neat, cheap, and useful a pocket companion as that now before us. 'Ve can truly say, we have often found comfort, and the revivings of hope and joyful anticipations of brightcr days, fl'Om resorting
to its pages; when the word of God has been a sealed book, and we have
been at the very borders of despair.

The Believe1"s Tri1tmph ove1' Death: being a B'rief Account of the Lm'd's
Dealings with Jane Cox, of Milton, in Hampshire; who departed this
life, in thc Paith of the Gospel, on Lord's-da,y mornin.<J, Ma'rch 15th,
1840, in the 24th year of hcr age. London: Houlston and Stoneman,
Paternoster Row.

An, blessed subject! happy theme! we love to contemplate it-to
dwell upon it; and though we are engaged in the hottest of the battle,
and called still to endure the burden and heat of the day, yet we love to
sec the good old pilgrim bidding adieu to thc world with all its vanities
and perplexities, and going cheerfully and fcarlessly down to the grave,
like a shock of corn fully ripe; or to behold the stripling summoned
home ere he had scarcely ventured on life's stormy sea. And while we
contemplate the blissful exchange, and think of the illexpre~~ible satisfaction and joy to which they are introduced, we feel our hearts almost
imperceptibly giving utterance to the language of Dr. Watts" How do we scorn these clothes of flesh,
These fetters alld this load;
And long for evening to undress,
That we m<ty rest with God,"
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Yet would we not be impatient, but rather exclaim with Job, "All the
days of my appointed time will I wait, until my change come." It is
our desire to wait, with patience and cheerfulness, our Master's call ;
and if we may express another desire, it is that we may be made of
some little use and service to the Church of God-to his poor tried
family, while here.
The subject of the present memoir fell a prey to the ravages of consumption; and appears to us to have had a saving, though probably not
a very deep acquaintance with divine truth. We are not among those
who like to limit the Holy One of Israel, and to mark out a line for his
proceedure. In the spiritual temple which our gracious Builder is rearing, he requires stones of various magnitude and size; some he prepares
and soon makes ready for hi~ use-others, so to speak, he spends more
time over. Rather than high attainments in knowledge and clear doctrinal understanding, in young persons we would look for signs of meekness; a sense of original and actual transgression; a conviction of the
soul's utter helples~ness; and the absolute necessity for the blood and
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ to cleanse and justify. Many
poor humble souls are here, who cannot give utterance to their feelings
but in the most broken accents, on account of which many overgrown
professors, aud even possessors, would pass them by with unwarrantable
contempt, and doubt the validity of the work be~ause they cannot talk
mOTe. Not so with our God. His eye is upon them-his arm is underneath them; and by and by he will bring them forth to the light, and
prove that what they have learnt they were not taught in nature's
school, nor by frail man, but under the blessed instruction of God the
Holy Ghost. And frequently have we seen, and still do see, that those
very characters who, for the most part, appeared unable to give "a
reason for the hope that is in them," far outstrip the "great talkers"
when brought into extremity and trial.
Jane Cox, the subject of the present memoir, had many doubts and
fears; and almost at the close of her short life, expressed her apprehensions of being a child of God at all; yet, at other times she rejoiced in
the fact that her Lord was able to give dying strength in a dying hour.
And in her last moments, looking up with a smile, she exclaimed, "My
soul is safe!" and fell asleep.
Youthful reader! art thou apprehensive of death? If thou hast
fled to Jesus, and cast thy poor naked sinful soul upon him, thy
fears are groundless. Thy coming to him is, according to the Scriptures,
an evidence that he has drawn thee, "We love him because he first
loved us." And though it may now appear to thee that than earnest
to him, or art attempting to come to him, because thou art under the
inflnence of fear, and dread of condemnation, yet by and by He will make
it manifest unto thee, that there is love at the bottom. And when he
knocks off thy fetters, takes away thy bonds, and sets thy soul at happy
liberty, thou wilt have greater confidence in the promise, "Because I
live ye shall live also." And this-even if thou hast no other-will be
a s,~eet portion.for a dying hour.
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P 0 E TRY,
SCRAPS FROM "A LITTLE ONE."
No. I.
WHEN like a mountain on my breast
Some providential troubles lie,
My heart iR full and so oppressed
I've scarctly room to breathe a sigh.
My poor bewildered head I droop,
And inward turn my anxious eyes;
And as I look, a fearful troop
Of giant cares begin to rise.
Each gloomy monster on his brow
The dreaded word destruction bears,
And all things seem conspiring now
To realize my saddest fears.
And Satan, archly poiuting, says,
"Ah! I have told you how 'twould be,
The Lord has seeu your rebel ways,
And now his vengeance you shall see."
Then to the bar of God he drags
My trembling sin-pollnted soul;
And holding up my filthy rags,
Asks me, were garments e'er so foul?
And conscience, witnessing within
That I ll,m gnilty, must declare,
Till scared with tronbles, crushed with sin,
My spirit sinks in black despair.
If former mercies should arise,
When God has seemed to help me through,
Something within "delusion" cries,
And I believe the word is true.
The little hope I once held dear,
Now mocks rne-I can nothing do ;
Let those who think they stand come here,
And they will find they're helpless too.
Now having gained his vantage ground,
The tempter makes his last great thrust;
" Go, finish all, with one bold bound,
Le~p the dread gulf, and know the worst."
Thus speaks my foe, and then pours in
An awful flood of impious doubt;
Hell's very masterpiece of sin,
So foul, words dare not tell it out.
Ah! what can such a helpless worm
Against such adversaries do?
That Lord who once withstood this storm,
Alone has power to bring me thro'.
And those alone who sink thus low,
In this, or some such dreadful place,
Can feelingly and fully know
The wond'rous depths of sovereig-n grace.
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But while like Jonah, all alarm,
Groaning, as tho' in hell I lay,
Lo! suddenly a mighty calm
Came on, and drove the storm away.
Wondering how·such a change was wrought,
I looked for my accuser now;
My sins and miseries I sought,
But all were gone-I knew not how.
Till, as I mused, there gently stole
A meltin~ softness o'er my heart;
A secret quiet hushed my soul,
And life revived in every part.
Then in a still small whisper came,
" Fear not, I'm with thee evermore! "
I knew the voice-it was the same
I'd heard so sweetly speak before.
Now crumbled into wondel'in~ dust,
My timid soul would fain believe,
The mercy kindly on hel' thmBt
Was greater than she dare receive.
And yet her little arms of faith
Clung to her fresh-found refuge so ;
Could she have held, ill life or death,
She'd never, never let him go.
Again my so-much-dreaded care
'Vas for a moment brou~ht to view;
But sillce my blessed Lord was near,
I felt convinced he'd bring me through.
Each giant now a dwarf became,
01' else was driven out of sight;
And tho' all things remained the same,
Instead of wrong, they all seemed right.
He helped me then, he helps me now;
And he, I trust, whate'er may come,
(Eternal honours crown his brow,)
Will help me till he brings me home.
"SITTING AT THE FEET OF JESUS, CLOTHED AND.
IN (HER) nIGHT MIND."
BEHOLD, dr~r Jesus, at thy feet,
The vilest of the vile;
Oh, blessed spot, and sweet retreat,
'Tis here I have thy smile!
Yes, Jesus tells me I am HisA privilege divine;
And then, to consummate my bliss,
He says that, "He is mine,"
What love, what condescending grace,
To save my soul from hell ;
For sure of all our ~uilty race,
My soul deserves it well.
Filthy* corruptions daily rise,
Which would my course impede;
But Christ my evel'y foe defiesThrough Him I shall succeed.

And thanks forever to his name,
Soul-animating thought:
His love for ever is the same,
His mercy changes not.
And is it so, that I am one,
With all the rapsom'd throng:
Who bow and sin~ befol'e the thl'One,
That nevel'.ending song?
Haste, happy hour, 0 blissful day,
W hen I, from sin set free,
Shall drop this cumb'rous load of clay,
And rise to dwell with thee.
Oh! had I, then, a thousand tongues,
For ever I would sing;
Salvation, honour, glory, powel',
neloll~ to Christ our king.

" 01' sinful.

E. T.

