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Exod. ill. and Exod. iv.

" And the Lm'd suid, I.have surely seen the aiftict-ion of my people which
are in Egypt, and have h~C,tr'd thei1' cry by reason of their taskmasters;
for IItn'ow thet'r sorrows'; 'and I am come down ,to delivertlj~f!I" out of
the hand of the Eg!lptians, and to bring them up out of that lan,d·unto
a go~d land and 'a,+lq-rge,'l!nlo a land flowing with milk and hon,ey."--

ExoD. iii. 7, 8.
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You will observe, beloved, ~l;tat our text .cQn~i\iJls a two-fold pro;mise,
deliverance from captivity and a putting in possession of the laI;ld
that flowed with milk and honey. And t,he realization of the one
'might well be deemed an earnest of the other. The bringing out of
Egypt with such a high hand and outstretched arm, was a'blessed
guarantee of 1:ieingput in possession of the promised land. No greater
difficulties or obstacles coul~ b,e presented than those which had
already been overcome. '
The cond~tion of Israel under the tyrannizing hand of Pharaoh
and his cruel tas1Q:nasters, may lV.ell remind u.s of our worse than
Egyptian bondage, when s1aves to sin and the willing drudges of Satan.
If we would beremmded of that condj.tion, we have only to COTh~lilm
plate the state of those; it lU~y be, verJnear and deliLr to ~, who are in
this our former condition, rEleling upon tl,le very preci:p~ce qf perdition,
without one spark .of ~iritual life, or any taste for 'Id:ivine things.
They are not left in <~his state of, captivit¥ . for their own .sakes
w~!ely, but for ours also, that t~us w~ Jnay be perpetually reDJ,lJ,1Q.Ejd
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of what we are so prone to forget in respect to what the Lord has
done for us. Thus in the review of the past, and' the contemplation
of the distinguishing grace, boundless love, and omnipotent power of
J ehovah, as brought to bear upon ourselves, we may be lifted up above
the present troubles and afflictions of the way, and be encouraged to
. hope and believe He will " accomplish in us the good pleasure of His
will, and the work of faith with power." We may be reminded, also,
of those holy wrestlings and ardent importunings presented by
loved ones on our behalf; and, as they were in due time heard and
answered, we may be encouraged to hope that we shall be in due time
heard and answered also; for, "Is there any thing too hard for the
Lord ?"
Let us, however, look a little into the details connected with our
text. We read that "the angel of the Lord appeared unto [Moses]
in a flame of fire out of the. midst of a bush: and he looked, and,
behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed."
Now, that this angel was none less than the angel of the everlasting
covenant is clear from verse 4, where we read that" when the Lord saw
that [Moses] turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst
of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am 1. And He
said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for
the place whereon thou standest is holy ground."
Observe, with respect to this burning bush, a type of our most glorious
Christ tabernacling in our flesh. The Divine in the human, and yet
that human not destroyed, notwithstanding the power and glory ofthe
Divine. See, moreover, a beautiful setting-forth of the preservation of
the tiny deposit of grace, in the hearts of the regenerate. There it is,
protected and preserved by an unseen yet effectual Hand, notwithstanding all the sin and the defilement by which it is surrounded. The
bush is ever burning, yet not consumed. Why? Good J ORN BUNYAN
e:x;plains the reason. When Pilgrim is led through the Interpreter's
house, he sees that a certain fire is not e:x;tinguished by the stream of
water that is constantly being poured upon it by the great enemy of
souls, because 'One in the rear is constantly pouring in oil to feed
the flame. Ah, yes: this, beloved, is why the little spark of grace is
kept alive, even though it be but like a spark on the ocean. The wave
upon wave, and billow upon billow, fails to put it out, because Jesus
has the direction and control of the whole. The bush may be burning,
but cannot be consumed.
Mark, again, the curiosity of Moses: "I will now turn aside, and see
this great sight, why the bush is not burnt." God would not indulge
him in this, nor will He indulge mere speculation in any of His
children. If any come to this blessed book now lying open before
me, in a merely nominal or speculative way, wishing for an insight
into its precepts or doctrines simply that they may talk more and be
better furnished with arguments, the Lord will not indulge them in
this. Mere head-knowledge puffs up with pride and self-sufficiency,
aoting upon a man as a young recruit is oftentimes acted upon.
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Beoause of his new attire, and because of a certain acquittal of himself
on parade, he almost wishes for war in order that he may show his
skill on the battle-field, whereas perhaps the very first flash of the gun
or the cannon's roar fills him with dismay. All such mere speculative
or nominal teaching is of no service in the warfare with the world, the
flesh, and the devil. It is only that which is learnt through the heart,
in a deep, experimental way, that is of any avail.
And yet one trembles in the contemplation of the liberties which are
taken with God's blessed word, in this day of rebuke and blasphemy.
Although so solemn an admonition is presented in the words before
us, yet men do not hesitate to intrude upon what God has declared to
be "holy ground." Although
" Not Gabriel asks the reason why,
Nor God the reason gives,"

men there are-and" their name is legion, for they are many"-who
ask for the why and the wherefore. They presumingly inquire into
thipgs unseen, and want divine realities to be brought within the
compass of their little, contracted minds.
And yet we read, that, when God declared Himself to Moses as
the" God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of J acob,"
"Moses hid his face, for he ~oas afraid to look upon God." How
quickly and how effectually was he cmed of his cmiosity and mere
speculation!
" And the Lord said, I have smely'seen the affiiction of my people
which are in Egypt." Do mark, they were His people, though in
Egypt, and though under the tyrannizing hand of their cruel taskmasters. And yet, upon the ground of merit, they had no claim to
being His people. Oonsidering who they were, and what had been
promised concerning them, they had sinned against a light and a
knowledge which the Egyptians had never possessed; consequently,
by comparison, they were less worthy of being called "His people"
than were the Egyptians. Though they were in Egypt, they were,
notwithstanding, "His people;" and where will not the people of God
be found? Where least likely, according to om poor fleshly estimate.
"I have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters." Mark, how
explicit om God is. How well He knew all about them, and why
and whence arose their trouble. But do you think they supposed
that God knew or regarded them in their calamities, during their
heavy and protracted bondage '? How little did they imagine that
God's eye was upon them, as it was, or that He was waiting, as He
commonly does wait, for the most fitting time to display His wisdom,
power, and love in bringing them forth from the tyrannizing hand of
Pharaoh! The same eye is upon yOtt, belove<;l, in your troubles, if you
belong to the Lord; the same arm underneath to sustain; and the
same power will in due time be brought to bear upon yom deliverance.
"I know their sorrows."-Now this knowledge was a comprehensive
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knowledge. " I 'have surely seen," or, as it is rendered by the martyred
Stephen, in his memorable address, as given in the 7th chapter of the
Acts, "I have seen, I have seen the affliction of my people which is
i:O.'Egypt." Here is the Lord represented as speaking like an excited
parent under the prel!lsure of a solicitude and an anxiety which has
bee!l pent up in his breast, in the contemplation of the sufferings of a
beloved child, and is now seeking means of relief. " I know their
sorrows." The word implies the exercise of the affections. Look at
Psalm i. 6, "For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous : but the
wlry of the ungodly shall perish;" and Psalm xxxi. 7, "I will be glad,
and rejoice in Thy mercy: for ThoU: hast considered my trouble;
~hou hast known my soul in adversities." Thou hast been familiar
with me; Thou hast interested Thyself in me; Thou hast wrought
deliverances for me.
Oan you say so, my hearer? Has the Lord "known your soul in
adversities?" You have had your troubles. All have them. "Man
is born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward." What have you done
with your troubles? Have you got rid of them in a legitimate way?
Have you braved them? thrown them off like other men? Ah, such
troubles will return with tenfold force. Or have you carried them
to the Lord? cast them upon Him? rolled your burden upon the
Burden-beater?' Have you" committed your way unto the Lord;"
are you" trusting also in Him, that He may bring it to pass?"
"I know their sorrows."-You have your sorrows, and perhaps are
thinking more of tlIem than is due. You vainly imagine, it may be,
that you have more than your share; and you are entertaining some
hard thoughts of God on account of your many and anxious cares.
You think their appointment is not in keeping with the kindness and
the tenderness of His character, as revealed in the Scriptures. This
impression arises from your ignorance of others' position. Did you
know how others are tried, I will venture to say, you would be better
satisfied with your own position, and be less disposed to change your
own ·cross. Hear the testimony of one known to myself, who has just
passed away; and who is now, I doubt not, before the throne.
Speaking of the late Dr. OAMPBELL, his biographer says :-

..,
In the midst of his labours Dr. OAMPBELL had also been tried by much
affliction. His first wife was suddenly cwrried o.ff by apoplexy whilst sitting beside
her husband in his study. In a letter written on the last day of last year he
alludes to his afflictions, observing, "My eldest son died of fever, my youngest
son died in a convulsive fit, my second son was wrowned in the Stmth Seas. my
thi1'd son was dJrowned in the Atlantic, and my only rerrnaining son, a brilliant
youth, is at this moment confined with two broken legs. Tl'uly life, ~wtde1' all ci1··
cumstances, is but a bitte1' draught. I have had as much mel'CY, perhaps, as any
11wn of m;y time, and I think I may say I have had nea7'ly as much affliction."

Have' I a sceptic here to-night?

Let him listen!

" But," adds the Doet{)r, "it is all well. Ihave cOltfidence in God, and I a1n well
pleased with that which He gmciously appoints." Amongst his mercies he also
alludes to the abundant comfort provided for him in his declining years by his
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second marriage with a lady of congenial sentiments. " Apart from her property," he wrote, " I was sufficiently provided for; but in her society, and that
of a large circle, I find a great increase of comfort."

Now the Lord is my Witness, that I do not wish to say anything,
or even appear to do so, that is calculated to make light of sin. My
simple aim and object is to set forth the wondrous grace, astounding·
love, sovereign mercy, and omnipotent power of the Lord, in order
that I may encourage my poor fellow-sinners simply to look to and
hope in Him, rejoicing in the fact that what is herein left on record"is
" for Ou?' learning, that we, through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope." There are two things,then, which I wish
you to contemplate. First, the Revelation of J ehovah; and, secondly,
the Rebellion of Moses.
As I have sought to show, the Revelation of J ehovah was twofold:
it contained a promise of deliverance from Egypt, and a pledge of
entrance upon the land of Oanaan. And we have seen how condescending and how gracious was the Lord, in regard to that deliverance.
His revealing Himself to Moses, so unlikely an instrument, whom He
had raised up, and so specially preserved for such a work; and then,_
having testified that He had heard the cry of Israel, because of their
taskmasters, declared that He (the Lord) came down (mark the,
language) for the express pmpose of delivering them. What could be
more gracious or condescending? And, as we have seen, the promise'
was twofold-the one was coupled with the other, and the one an
earnest of the other.
. Buf now let us look at the Rebellion-yes, the Rebellion of even
the meek and timid and tender-hearted Moses-and herein see
the astounding forbearance and long-suffering of J ehovah. Read
the fom last verses of the fifth chapter: "And they met Moses and
Aaron, who stood in the way, as they came forth from Pharaoh: and
they said unto them, The Lord look upon you, and judge; because
ye have made om savour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh,
and in the eyes of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay
us. And Moses retmned unto the Lord, and said, Lord, wherefore
hast Thou so evil entreated this people? why is it that Thou hast
sent me? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy name, he
hath done evil to this people; neither hast Thou delivered Thy
people at all." One can scarcely conceive of anything more dreadful
than this., Here was Moses, as it were, throwing back God's gifts,
and giving Him the lie to His face.
You must connect this language with what has preceded it, especially With what is recorded in the fomth chapter. In addition to
the revelation which we have been considering, and that marvellous
display of divine goodness and compassion in regard to the unfolding
of J ehovah's goodwill and pleasme with respect to Israel, He had
condescended to foreshow Moses two things: first, what should
be the reception of Moses by the people of Israel; and, secondly,
what the rejection on the part of Pharaoh. The Lord, moreover,
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prepared him for the hostility that the king of Egypt should exhibit;
and, at the same time, mercifully and lovingly discovered to' Moses
how He intended to act in regard to that hostility, and what should
'ultimately be the issue-namely, that after Egypt had been smitten
with all the wonders which He would do in the midst thereof,
Pharaoh would then let the people go.
Now this foreshowing must not be overlooked.
In addition to this, God was pleased to give sundry signs and
tokens to Moses, as recorded in the fourth chapter. At the Lord's
command he oast his rod upon the ground, and it became a serpent;
again he put forth his hand, and caught it by the tail, and it was
turned once more into a rod. He put his hand into his bosom, and
it became leprous as snow; again he put his hand into his bosom and
it turned again as his other flesh. Moses objects on account of being
"slow of speech, and of a slow tongue." "Who hath made man's
mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the
blind?" says the Lord. But, in further pitifulness and condescension, He adds, "Is not Aaron the Leviie thy brother? I know that
he can speak well. And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee:
and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. And thou
shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be
with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye
shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he
shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt
be to him instead of God."
We find that afterwards " Moses told Aaron all the words of the
Lord who had sent him, and all the signs which He had commanded
him. And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all the
elders of the children of Israel: and Aaron spake all the words which
the Lord had spoken lmto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of
the people. And ,the people believed: and when they heard that the
Lord had visited the children of Israel, and that He had looked upon
their affliction, then they bowed their heads and worshipped."
Then Moses and Aaron went unto Pharaoh, and, in the Lord's
name, demanded that he would let the people go; but (as the Lord
had again and again testified) he would not. Hence, so far from
Moses being taken by surprise, or disappointed, the position was a
confirming one.' And the very spirit with which he was endowedthat holy courage and blessed indifference about personal consequences of which he became the subject-should have convinced him
that he was under a supernatural power, and that supernatural power
the proof of divine favour and a sweet earnest of ultimate success.
Instead of which, not merely was Israel discouraged by the' additional
tyranny of Pharaoh, but Moses addresses the Lord in terms of the
greatest possible ingratitude, unbelief, and contempt. He who so
recently "hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God," now
daringly and presumptuously addresses Him, with a " Wherefore hast
Thou so evil entreated this people?" We contend that, considering to
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whom this language was addressed, it· was aWful. Moses could not
say, as Pharaoh had said, "Who is the Lord, that I should nbey His
voice to let Israel go? I know not the Lord." Moses did know the
Lord, and that not in a merely nominal or superficial way. He adds,
"Why is it that Thou hast sent me ?" What was this but a combination of pride and rebellion? The meek Moses drinking into the
spirit of the self-willed J onah, when, in after-day, disappointed at
the non-destruction of Nineveh. Of what, alas! is not the human
heart capable? "For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy
name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hast Thou delivered
Thy people at all."
Mark the terms of this address; see the temper herein exhibited.
What does it imply? Not only a declaration that deliverance had
• not been wrought, but a belief that it would not be vouchsafed.
And yet this was the spirit manifested by Moses in the face of the
promises made, t~e signs given, and the results foreshown.
Now, after such boundless love, such astounding forbearance and
long-suffering, as shown by God to Moses under such provocation,
what poor sinner need despair? However great and manifold his
transgressions, however base his backslidings; whatever light and
knowledge he may have sinned against, why need he despond ?-why
entertain the thought that there is no hope for him, when Moses found
mercy and acceptance at the hands of Him who delights to proclaim
Himself as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, and who declared, "This.is my name for ever, and this is my
memor~al unto all generations?"
St. LUke's, Bedminster, April 8, 1867.
THE EDITOR. '"
THE CHANGED CROSS.
IT was a time of sadness, and my heart,
Although it knew and loved the better part,
Felt wearied with the conflict and the strife,
And all the needful discipline of life.
And, while I thought on these, as given to me,
My trial tests of faith and love to be,
It seemed as if I never could be sure
That faithful to the end I should endure.
And thus, no longer trusting to His might,
Who says, " We walk by faith and not by sight,"
Doubting, and almost yielding to despair,
The thought arose-My cross I cannot bea?' !
Far heavier its weight must surely be
Than those of others which I daily see;
Oh, if I might another burden choose,
Methinks I should not fear my crown to lose.
A solemn silence reigned on all around, .
E'en nature's voices uttered not a sound,
The evening shadows seemed of peace te> tell,
,And sleep upon my weary spirit fell.
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A moment's pause, and then a heavenly light
Beamed f~n upon my wondering, i:aptur'd sight;
Angels on silvery wings seemed everywhere,
And angels' music thrilled the balmy air.
Then One more fair than all the rest to see,
One to whom all the others bow'd the knee,
Came gently to me as I trembling lay,
And" Follow me," He said, "I am the Way."
Then, speaking thus, He led me far above,
And there, beneath a canopy of love,
- Crosses of divers shape and size were 'seen,
Larger and smaller than mine own had been;
And one there was most beauteous to behold,
A little one, with jewels set in gold;
Ah, this, methought, I can with comfort wear,
For it will be an easy one to bear.
And so the little cross I quickly took,
But all at once my frame beneath it shook;
The sparkling jewels fair they were to see,
But far too heavy was their weight for me.
" This may not be," I cried, and look'd again
To see if: any there could ease my pain,
But one by one I pass'd them slowly by,
Till on a lovely 0,ne I cast my eye.
Fair flowers around its sculptur'd form entwin'd,
And grace and beauty seemed in it combin'd;
Wondering I gazed, and still I wonder'd more,
To think so many should have passed it o'er.
But oh, that form so beautiful to see,
Soon made its hidden sorrows known to me ;
Thorns lay beneath those flowers and colours fair,
Sorrowing I said, "This cross I may not bear."
And so it wa:~"\vith each and
around,
Not one t6- suit 'my nee~ could there be found;
Weeprng, I laid each lreavy burden down,
As my: Guide genUy said, "~o cross, no crown.
At length to Him i rais'ed my sadden'd' heart,
He knew its sorrows, bid its doubts depart;
"Be not afraid/t'Re said, "'but trust in me,
My perfect 10ve"shaP. now'be shown to thee."
And then, with lighten'if eyes and willing feet,
Again I turned my e'arthly cross to meet,
With forward'footst'eps, turning not aside,
For fear some hidden evil might betide,
And there, in the prepar'd appointed way,
Listening to hear and ready to obey,
A cross I quickly found of plainest form,
With only words of love inscrib'd thereon.

all

With thankfulness I raised it from the rest,
And joyfully acknowledged it the best,
The only one of all the many there
That I could,feel was gooa for me to bear.
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And, while I thus my chosen one confess'd,
I saw a heavenly brightness on it ~'est,
And, as I bent, my burden to sustain,
I recognized my own old cross again!
But oh, how different did it seem to be,
Now I had learned its preciousness to see,
No longer could I unbelieving say,
." Perhaps another is the better way."
Ah no! henceforth my one desire shall be,
That He who knows me best should choosll for me;
And so whate'er His love sees good to send,
I'll trl\st it's bC;lst, becal\se He knows the eJld.
L. P. W.
WAYSIDE NOTES.
GOD'S SOVEREIGN, ELECTING LOVE.
"Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God."-l TRESS. i. 4.
"I DO not like that expression at all," say some; '" God's sovereign,
electing love.' It does not fit into my idea of things." Very likely not,
dOl\bter; but we must recollect that your likes and dislikes are one thing,
and God's will and God's ways another, as He Himself declares: "For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts." But,
" It is a dangero~ts doctrine," say some; "it makes God an ~tnJust God; for
how can He be J~tst, to save some of the IJ'reatures He has made, and condemn
others?" Read Jehovah's own answer to that false accusation, in the
18th. of Ezekiel, which he sums up with," 0 house of Israel, are not my
ways equal, and are not your ways unequal?"
" It is a dangerous doctrine," say others; "it leads a man into licentiousness; because, if a man know.Y that he is one of the elect, he ma'lj say, Oh, thenI
shall en!ioy life, and take my fill of the world; I am sure to go to heaven at last."
Such objectors, whether they know it or not, are blasphemers against the
Holy Ghost; because God's elect cannot nor do not desire to do as they
like, for they are under the guidance of the law ofthe Spirit of life, which
has made them free from sm. The assertion, therefore, is equivalent to
saying that the Spirit of God will lead them into licentiousness. Hence
the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost.' Beside which, the children of
God are just those that cannot sm with impunity; but are earnestly
desirous of testifying, by their life, walk, and conduct, their love to that
dear Oue who has redeemed their lives from destruction.
"Ah, well," say others, "it is a dangerous doctrine; it makes out man a
mere machine." We are afraid we can scarcely allow him so excellent a
title; for a machine once set m order will work with precision and regularity; but we all know what human nature is if left to itself; and those
who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, are ever feeling that the
. greatest calamity that can befal them would be for the Lord to leave
them to themselves.
" But then," say others, "it is a dangerous doctrine to preach to the people."
As a popular dissenting minister once said to us, "I believe all you say
about the doctrine of election to be true; but we have no authority for
briJlging it promiDently before the people." This objectioJl really amounts
DD
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to this: We are ashamed of God's will, and therefore suppress it; because
we have the fear of man.before our eyes. If we preach election, we shall
offend So-and-so, and he will withhold his support. Now, if the Scriptures enjoin us to contend earnestly for it, as we shall presently show,
how we are to do this, and yet keep it in the background, it is difficult
to imagine. But, then, others will affirm,
"It is a dangerous doctrine, because it is a stumbling-block to the weak beh·ever."
Sometimes a stumbling-block in the way is a very good thing; it trips up
one who is high-minded and self-sufficient, and brings him to the dust.
We can giv~ you a striking instance of this, which occurred in our own
experience. Some years ago we received a letter from an unknown sister
in Ohrist, stating that she had believed she was a truly converted person;
she was enjoying great peace of mind, and, as she thought, hallo"ed communion with God: but, J;Ileeting with the Gospel Magazine, she read an
article therein which completely upset her, and she had not known what
it was to have a peaceful hour since. We turned to the article in question, and found the subject was "electing love;" and that it was written
by a 'dear brother in Ohrist"" who would be the last man to decei,e a poor
trembling sinner. Well, nothing we could write to her was of any avail.
We received letters from her from time to time, breathing great distress
of soul; but at last the set time came. It was all cleared up to h~r under
this passage: "Until the time of the Lord came His word tried him."
She saw it all has led to bow before the sovereign will of God.
And now, passing from these several futile objections to the funda.
mental doctrine itself, let us inquire,
Gon's WORD SAYS ABOUT IT.
For we must take our stand upon the ground of God's word. This is
His Tevealed will to His Ohurch; and therefore it is not what man thinks,
but what God says, that must be our guide. Notice, then, that,
1. The word of God tells us that " electing love" was according to the
mind of J ehovah before He laid the foundation of the world. Hence
Angels were elected.-Some chosen to happiness and communion with
God, and to be the associates of t1e redeemed throughout the countless
ages of eternity; so that the' apostle Paul speaks of them as "elect
angels" (1 Tim. v.' 21), while our Saviour tells of the fallen angels who,
with Satan, have prepared the everlasting fire for the wicked (Matt. xxv.
41). Again,
Christ was the electecl One of the Fathpr.-Hence J ehovah said to His inspired prophet Isaiah, "Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect,
in whom my soul delighteth" (Isaiah xlii. 1). And by the apostle Peter,
" Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious; and he that
believeth shall not be confounded" (1 Peter ii. 6). Furthermore,
God's ancient people were His elected.-Hence Jehovah declared, "I will
bring forth a seed out of J acob, and out J udah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there"
(Isaiah lxv. 9). And, then,
God's ancient people but typified His spiritual elect Israel.-Hence it is
1"ritten, "The Lord did not set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were the fewest
of
people: but because the Lord loved you" (Deut. vii. 7, 8). And
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that this language is applicable to His spiritual elect among both Jews
and Gentiles, is evident from the language of Peter: "But ye are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people,
that ye should shew forth the praises ,of Him who hath called you out of
darkness into His marvellous light" (1 Peter ii. 9). But, a step further,
2. We have Jesus' own declarations concerning this precious doctrine.
He preached it in His first memorable sermon.-" But I tell you of a truth,
many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias . . . but unto none of
them was Elias sent save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that
was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the
prophet; ana none of them was cleansed saving Naaman the Syrian"
(Luke iv. 25-27). This" filled them all with wrath," just as· the pl'eaching of the same doctrine does in these days. Again,
Jes~ts constantly taught it.-As for instance in His. reference to the great
tribulation that should come upon the world, He promises that" for the
elect's sake those days shall be shortened." And then He tells us of false
prophets that should.. arise, who, if it were possible, " shall deceive the very
elect." And then He refers to the time when the Father's !l,ngels shall
"gather together His elect from the four winds from one elid of heaven to
the other." Fmthermore,
It was the burden of Jesus' last preoious prayer: "And now, 0 Father,
glorify Thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with Thee
before 'the world was. I have manifested 1'hy name unto tJ,e men which
Thou gavest me md of the world: Thine they were, and Thou gavest them
me; and they have kept Thy word." "I pray for them: I pray not for the
world, but for them which Thou hast given me ; for they are Thine. And
all mine. are Thine, and Thine are mine; and I am glorified in them."
How anyone can read these words, and deny the doctrine of election, it is
indeed impossible to understand.
And, then, as our Lord taught it, so His apostles, having learnt His mind
and drank into His Spirit, taught it also. Hence Paul says, " Who shaIllay
anything to the charge of God's elect?" Titus is called an apostle according to the faith of God's elect, while Peter speaks of the children of
God as elect according to the foreknowledge of God. And, then, His
faithful servants to the end of time are to contend for it: "Be not thou
therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, who hath saved us and
called us with a holy calling." Such was the expostulation of the apostle
Paul.
Thus, then, have we brought forward a weight of evidence from God's
word concerning the doctrine of God's sovereign, electing love, that it is
impossible to put aside or gainsay. It was in the mind of the Father
from eternity; in proof of which, angels, Jesus Himself, God's ancient
pe pIe, and His spiritual Israel, were elected. Ohrist taught this fact while
upon earth,; He preached it, and prayed concerning it; and His faithful
disciples proclaimed the same glorious doctrine: and we might add, to
come down to later times, our good old Reformers insisted upon it too, but,
alas! read the following words of the 17th Article of the Ohurch of
England, and see how many are traitors to their confession of faith.
" Predestination to life is the everlasting pmpose of God, whereby (before
the foundations of the world were laid) He hath constantly. decreed by
His counsel secret to uS', to deliver from curse'and damnation those whom
He hath chosen in Ohrist out of mankind, and to bring them by Ohrist to
everlasting salvation, as vessels made to hon.our." HQmfew preach the
DD~
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purport of this important article! Nevertheless, whether they preach it
or not,
" Deep in the everlasting mind
The great mysterious purpose lay,
Of choosing some from lost mankind,
Whose sins the Lamb should bear away."
And this fact leads us to observe that the carrying out of the eternal mind
and purpose of J ehovah, is(1) Worthy of the' Prinity.-.AJJ. that pertains to the Trinity must be
infallibly sur~. The .Three Persons in the Godhead are co-equal and
co-eternal-they are one in purpose and design; therefore whom the
Father hath chosen, the Son hath redeemed and the Roly Ghost hath
sanctified. Universal redemption is a theory unworthy of a God, because
it is impossible to sepll,rate it from demanding a power of the creature he
is totally unable to exercise; but God's sovereign, electing love is a conception fraught withpurpose and design, and worthy of its great Originator.
(2) It is an exhibition of the matchless love of the Father.-Oh, how the pOOl'
soul will feel this, and be melted under its consideration!
" , Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room,
While thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come P'
H To think that the Lord should ever have loved one so unworthy!" Such
will be the language of his grateful heart.
Are you saved, dear reader? the matchless love of the Father is the
basis of your salvation.
(3) It proves the perfection of the work of Jesus.-He came into this world
not to work out a random project, but for a distinct purpose; hence, when
He had worked it out, He could say, "I have finished the work which
Thou gavest me to do. And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou me with Thine
own self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was." He
could not have said, "I have finished the work" if that work had been uni.
versal redemption; but, whether man will believe it or not, "He did see"
(as Isaiah prophesied) "of the travail of his soul, and was satisfied." Again,
(4) It shows the certainty of the work of the Spirit.-The divine plan of
salvation is not merely infallible as a whole, but it is efficacious in its
operation.
With the theory of universal redemption it must depend upon the
·creature; and consequently there could be no efficacy, but constant uncertainty. The Spirit might strive and man resist, the result being endless
confusion; but that the Spirit worketh .out the love of the Father, revealing
Christ to His chosen, is distinct and certain.
Thus, then,'our election is of God-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. S me
say, "If we believe, then are we elected." This is an absurdity. In everyday affairs, in connexion with the valued institutions of our land, it is
plain enough that the election does not rest with the benefited, but with
the benefactor; yet, when it comes to spiritual things, cavillers say, "No,
it is the benefited that have the power, and not the Benefactor." This is
a most incomprehensible theory, and one that cannot stand good for a
'moment. Be it ours, reader, to believe, that
" If God the Spirit has renewed my soul,
Then God the Son redeemed me with His blood,
.And I am God the Father's sovereign choice;'

-'
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And now, beloved, let us further draw your attention to some of
n. TIlE BLESSINGS THAT THE REALIZATION OF THIS PRECIOUS DOCTRINE
BRINGS TO THE SOUL.

There is an impressive desire often thoughtlessly uttered-Cl Make Thy
chosen people joyful ;"and tbis is quite in the spirit of the Article of the
Ohurch of'England before referred to, wbich states, "The godly con·
sideration of predestination, and our election in Ohrist, is full of sweet,
pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons." We most heartily
add our Am!3n to that statement, for to' our mind it 9rings one to1. Firmnessoj standing.-Freewill is a shifting sand: free grace a solid
rock. Universal redemption is nothing to lay hold of; but the election of
God is a safe anchorage. The choice of the creature would inevitably be
fluctuating: the choice of J ehovah is the believer's security.
Let my faith lay hold of such a declaration as the following, and I feel
" He hath set my feet upon a rock:" "I will make an everlasting covenant
with them, that I will not tuTU away from them to do them good, but I
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me."
God's" I will" and" they shall," will do to rest upon for time and eternity. No other scheme could bring me into such firmness and standing.
Again, the doctrine of election brings
2. Fruitfulness ojsottl.-" For we are His workmansbip, created in Ohrist
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should
walk in them" (Eph. ii. 10). This passage may well silence the blasphemy before alluded to, that the elect of God may live indifferently, it
matters not. God's word declares that they are" created in ChristJesus unto
good works." And, furthermore, the doctrine of God's electing love gives,
3. Foretastes oj glory.-Ii God has an elect people, wbich I think we
have clearly shown, then must they be elected to sometbing; persons are
elected to some tangible benefit, and so are God's chosen ones. They are
elected to eternal glory. Do you want a Scripture for this.assertion? .Read
Rom. ix. 23: "That He might make known the riches oj His glory on the
vessels of mercy, which He had afore prepared unto glory, even us, whom
He hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles." And this
blessed fact is realized by them in hallowed foretastes. True, such seasons
are few and far between, still they do know what it is at the foot of the
cross sometimes to sing,
" Here we find the dawn of heaven,
While upon the cross we gaze j
See our trespasses forgiven,
And our songs of triumph raise."
But now therewill doubtless spring out of tbis subject the inquiry,
Ill. "HOW MAY I KNOW THAT I A.c\l: ONE OF GOD'S ELECT?"

This question was once allked of a good old Baptist minister, and his
reply was most excellent. "How," said a cavalier, " can we know who are
·God's elect?" "By their fruits," answered that servant of God. And so
it is; and, blessed be our God, He has not left us without evidences in His
word for our comfort and peace. For, notice
1 The elect are effectually called.-" Moreover, whom He did predestinate,
them He also called." I may not be aLle to tell the hour when thus
called, or point to the date when I passed from death unto life; but I felt.
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the regeMrattng influence of the Holy Ghost, and CfLll say, "One. thing I
know: whereas I was blind, now I see." It is enough, go thy way, thou
art the called of God. Effectual calling may be known by two Tesults :
first, it breaks the sinner's heart; second, it effects a change in the life.
Put, reader, thine experience to these two tests.
2. The elect hate sin.-" According as He hath chosen us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
Him in love." The change in the life effected by the spiritual and internal
call of God, will evidence itself in a loathing of sin and an earnest desire to
be kept from.falling into it. The chosen one will look back upon his days
of unregeneracy with perfect horror and hatred of self, and he will desire
henceforth to be kept" unspotted from the world." Is it not so, dear
Ohristian reader?
3. The elect "walk ajter the Spirit."-This it is their anxious desire to
do day by day, and, if they lean to the movings of the flesh, how poignant
is their grief, and how they reproach themselves with ingratitude! " For
they that are after the flesh do IDind the things of the flesh; but they that
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit."
4:1'he elect pant after Ghrist.-They are miserable without the manifestation of His Person. They prove their relationship by their longings
for His presence. No language can better describe theu' feelings than that
of David's: "As the hart panteth after the waterbrooks, so panteth my
soul after Thee, 0 God. My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God:
when shall I come and appear before God?"
5. The elect" love the brethren."-" We know that we have passed from
death unto life, because we love the brethren," a simple yet sweet
evidence of belonging to the family of God. And is there not a superiority
about this love for the members of the family of God (unknown, yet well
known), which far surpasses earthly relationship and affection? God
. forbid that we should undervalue the latter. We have too IDany dear
ones to do this; yet can we say of Jesus, "He is the chiefest among ten
thousand, and the altogether lovely;" and for His sake we love His loved
ones.
6. The elect have a hope beyond the grave.-If a subject of divine grace, the
'Scriptures assure me I then am an heir of glory. "Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance 1'ncorrwptible, and undejiled, and thn.t
jadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation." Now, beloved, can your faith lay hold
of these evidences? Have you a broken heart? Is your life changed?
Do you hate sin; "walk after the Spirit;" pant after Christ; love the
brethren; and possess" a hope beyond the grave?" If so, with Paul, we
can say, "I am bound to give thanks always to God for you, because God
·hath from the beginning chosen you to salyation tlu'ough sanctification
·of the Spirit and belief of the truth." To His dear name to be all the praise!
, But, if you are saying, "Oh, I fear to put in my claim to be one of God's
· elect; I am so unworthy," let me remind you that among that royal rank
· is a frail David, a polluted Joshua, a rebellious J onah, a guilty Manasseh,
.a backsliding Peter, a persecuting Saul, a devil-tried Mary Magdalene.
Then u'hy not you? One thought more, bp-loved,
Doctrine will issull in practice.-Hence, we are enjoined" to make OID'
calling and election sme." Not that there is any uncertainty in the act
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or pUTpose of God, who hath m'ade with David " an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things, and SUTe. p It is SUTe with God; but we are to make
it SUTe to 0\11' comfort and peace, by living out OUT profession, and by
walking humbly and meekly in this ungodly world. This drives us to the
throne of grace, for grace upon grace so to do. And now we must leave
the consideration of this precious doctrine, with the earnest desire that God
the Spirit would bless it to the comfort of His elect. Planned in wisdom
by the eternal Three. before the world was, the produce of the love of the
Father, the redemption of the Son, and the gracious power of the Holy
Ghost, imparting consolation to the believer in the midst of all his struggles by the way to the eternity of glory in reserve for him.
" Let proud freewill dispute J ehovah's right,
To choose a people for His holy name,
And carnal minds revolt at fix€d decrees;
I'll glory in the thought that all my peace,
My pardon, life, and joy, yea, all my hope,
My faith and love, flow down in sacred streams
;F1'Qm .this gran.d source, God'sfl'ee electing love."

G. C.

South Park, Ilfot'd.

LINES ON 1 OHRONICLES IV. 10.

I"Spread
Enlarge my coast," within he cried;
there Thy kingdom, thereabide!

GOOD J abez, what a prayer is thine!
But oh; methinks that prayer is mine,
For oft I'm glad thy words to use,
When faith is prone her hold to lose.
My soul, what meaning in that word,
" And J abez called upon the Lord"On Israel's God; and who was He,
Save th' Incarnate Mystery?
And oh, how precious is the thought
That hewas" called," aswell as bought,
And, being called, behold, he prayed,
And thus were his petitions made:
"Oh that Thou wouldst me bless indeed,"
Show me I'm Thine in very deed,
That blessings, grasping all in one,
Received by faith, then all is done.
For ye are Christ's, and Christ is
. yours,
His life, your endless life seCUl'es,
Things present and to come made
- o'erBrethren, what can we wish for more,
Save that which J abez longed for too?
"Enlargement;" for in Christ he .
knew,
There was a length, and depth, and
height,
Dnfathomed, e'en by faith's pure light.
Leamington.

"And that Thy hand may be with me,"
To guide and keep me constantly.
Thyself revealed, by day and night,
In seasons dark as well as light,
Hid in the hollow of that hand,
How safe from harm Thy people stand.
Well might,good J abez fear indeed
One step, but where that hand would
lead;
And now he lifts his voice again,
Nor shall a Jabez pray in vain.
He prayed from evil to be kept;
For he might fail, if he were left.
In pardoned sin he might believe,
Yet the least sin must make him grieve.
His holy God he gloried in,
And what he hated most was sin.
So J abez chose the safest wayFor all he needed, fell to pray.
So let us do, ourselves distrust,
Knowing we are but sinful dust;
This is our courage, Lord, to. plead, '
For'twasfor suchthat Thou dldstbleed.
What was the end of J abez' prayer?
God granted what he asked for there;
And every kindred Jabez, too,
Shall find an answer come as true.
A. E.
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"The prea{)her sought w find out acceptable words."-EcCL. xii. 10.

THE SWEET EXPERIENOE OF GOD'S ISRAEL bURrNG
THEIR WARFARE.
To the Edtitor of the Gospel Magazine.

SIR,-Having, by the kindness of the Lord, more than once realized
the blessing that maketh poot', and that maketh rich, on and after perusal of
the following extract fi'om dear Ralph Erskine, I am induced to send it you
for insertion in the Magazine. May the dear Lord get to Himself glory and
honour, in again blessing the reading of it to the souls of poor Israelites, who
often find, to their sad cost, the nations of corruptions to be alive and powerful, as this gradual conquest, "by little and little," declares.
Yours, in hope of final deliverance and everlasting rest, through Jesus
Ohrist,
.A. POOR SINNER.
DEAR

" {['he Lord tJty Ood will jJut out these nations before thee, by little and little."
By how many littles in the believer's lifetime, this warfare is carried
on, who can tell? How many little recoveries, little revivings, little
supplies, little supports, little strengthening meals, little sin-killing antidotes, little soul-strengthening cordials-how many of these little sweet
things or sweet little things, the Lord their God allows them from time to
time, that little by little they may gain the day, it is not possible to tell,
they are so many. The poor fighting believer may get a thousand of
them in a year, and ten thousand of them in his lifetime; and perhaps
more' than half-a-score of them at one communion. Sometimes he gets a
little new discovery of the glorious Oaptain, after He hath been long out
of sight, and hiding Himself; and a new sight of the glory of the Lord
fills the Israelite's heart with new life and courage, and hope of prevailing,
for then he sees Ohrist to be a full magazine of all military provision, and
an open magazine to give out armour for the war; and so he becomes
"strong in the Lord and in the power of His might." Indeed, so many little
glances of the glory of Ohrist that the believer gets, so many little victories
does he get over the enemy. Again, sometimes he gets a little outpouring
of the spirit of prayer, and of the Spirit of adoption, crying, Abba, Father:
" 0 Father," may he say, "pity a poor child harassed with the devil,
and captivated by the power of indwelling lusts and corruptions." Oh, but
this gives the believer a little ease and relief, when he can get his heart
poured out into the bosom of his best and most glorious Friend, complaining of the tyranny of the tempter, and the prevailing of the nations.
Here is a little victory, when he gets a little grace to put the enemies of
his soul into the hands of his Oaptain, saying, "Vengeance, Lord, vengeance be executed upon these enemies, that dishonour Thy name, and
disturb the peace of my soul." Again, sometimes he gets a little discovery
of the enemy's power and policy and strongest holds; so, as knowing the
depths of Satan, and not being ignorant qf his devices, the believer is
thereby put in case to be upon his guard: and especially he is made to
see and observe the old man of sin, that deadly cut-throat that lies within
his own bosom. And, while he is bemoaning himself with Ephraim, and
crying out with Paul, "0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver
me from the body of this death?" the enemy is losing ground. Again,
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sometimes he gets a little communication of life, after a deadness of spirit
that seized him; and a little recovery after a fit of the falling-sickness and
backsliding: and the new communication of life and health to the soul,
makes him start up to his feet again, renew the assault, and pursue the
enemy with more vigour and resolution than ever, like a man that grows
stronger than before.
Indeed, that spiritual sickness of the believer is not unto death, but
unto the glory of God; which, his being recovered from, makes him
fight more courageously, and watch more carefully against the enemy,
than ever he did. Again, sometimes he gets a little grip of a promise, such,
as that, "I-will subdue thine iniquity; sin shall not have dominion.ovel'
thee: fear not, for I am with Thee; the God of peace shall bruise Satan under
your feet shortly." And, having these promises, he is encouraged to the
holy war, namely, to cleanse himself" from all filthiness ofthe flesh and of'
the spirit, and to perfect holiness inthe fear of the Lord." Why, the promise
takes hold of his heart, and his heart takes hold of the promises; and
therein he sees that the Strength of Israel is engaged to carry him through
the host of his enemies. And thus every little grip of a promise by faith
is a little victory; there needs no more to give chase to the enemy, than 1j,
little upstirring of faith on a promising God in Ohrist, and dependence oil
Him, under the conduct of His Spirit. Again, sometimes he gets a litt10
grace to wait upon the Lord, while the promise is not yet accomplished,
lmtil he bring forth judgment unto victory; and" the Lord is a God of
judgment; blessed are all they that wait for Him; he that believeth shall
not make haste," knowing, "the race is not to the swift, nor the battle
to the strong." Hence the believer will find that his strengthis to sit still,
and quietly to wait for the salvation of the Lord. Again, sometimes he
gets a little godly sorrow, that works repentance unto life. Gospel repentance, issuing from a sight of a crucified Ohrist, brings along with it a
train of artillery for subduing the enemy. "What carefulness ,does it
work," says the apostle; "yea, what clearing of ourselves, yea, what
indignation, yea; what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal,
yea, what revenge!" (2 001'. vii. 11.)
When the heart is melting before the Lord in godly sorrow, oh~ what
revenge is it meditating against the nations of lusts and corruptions! Oh,
how glad would the believer be then to wash his hands in the blood of his
spiritual enemies! For, at the same time, he gets a little resentment of
his own ingratitude, saying, "Oh, do I thus requite the Lord, 0 foolish
and unwise ?"-a little holy shame and blushing before the Lord, at the,
thoughts of his own brutishness, saying, "Behold, I am vile !"-and a·
little soul-debasement, casting indignity upon himself, and giving glory
to the Lord, saying, "Truth, Lord, I am a dog, I am a beast, I am a devil;
but yet I come to Thee, to cast out the devil, and get glory to Thy name."
Further, sometimes he gets a little intimation of peace and pardon-a
little sprinkling of the blood of Ohrist upon the conscience, to purge it
from dead works; and a little application of that blood by the hand of the.
Spirit, showing him that the blood of Ohrist cleanseth from all sin. And,
this bloody banner of the La~b being displayed-, makes the nations to .
flee before Him. They overcome by the blood of the Lamb. Some-'
times they get a little opening of the heart, like Lydia, at the hearing of
the word; insomuch, that their hearts, that were dead within them like a .
stone, or ever they are aware, take life and need fire, with a word of grace,
a word of power; and, the more the heart opens tolet in the King of glory, .
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the more is the eneniy shut out. Sometimes they get a little freedom and
boldness at the throne of grace, when they come thither to " obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need :" and, when there, they· get a little
.strength to wrestle with the Lord for a blessing, saying, "Lord, I will
not let Thee go, except Tqou bless me." They get even power with God
Himself, as it is said of J acob (Hos. xii. 4) : " He had power over the angel,
and prevailed." And, when a man is an overcomeI' in this sense, to have
power with God, much D;lore will he have power over the nations of
enemies: "To him that overcometh will I give power over the nations"
(Rev. ii. 26). Sometimes they get a little anointing of the oil of gladn.ess
wherewith Ohrist is anointed above His fellows; and then the joy of the
Lord is their strength; and a little shower of the sanctifying and comforting
influences of the Spu:it of Ohrist, for watering their graces, and drowning
their corruptions. Sometimes they get a little look and glance of the kind and
compassionate eye of Ohrist, even after a denial, as He gave to Peter; and,
when they find Him thus graciously looking to them, and kindly rebuking
them, they go out, and weep bitterly: and, while they are shedding the tears
offaith, they are shedding the blood of their enemies. Sometimes they get
a littlo back-look upon an old experience of the Lord's putting the enemy to
flight before them, saying, "I will remember thee from the land of Jordan,
and of the Hermonites, and n'om the hill Mizar;" or a little back-look
upon an old promise that the Lord gave them with power: and, when th\3Y
a:re helped to plead it, saying, "Lord, remember the word on which Thou
hast caused me to hope," the enemy gets a new dash. Sometimes they get
a little openiug of the door of hope in the valley of Achor, the lively hope
of the heavenly Oanaan throu:g-h the resurrection of Ohrist; and this hope
is the sinew of holy war; for, as hope makes not ashamed, so he that haththis hope purifieth himself; and according to the measure of this hope, is
the measure of victory. Sometimes they get a little pull of the cord of
love, so as to get the love of God shed abroad upon their heart, and then
the love of Ohrist constrains them; the love of the Oaptain draws them to
the field where love is the signal for war, Ohrist's love, I mean: "His
banner over me was love," says the Ohurch. His love both leads the van
and -fences the rear; and, when the flame of His love to them kindles a
frame of love in their hearts to Him, then a flaming sword is drawn in
the face of the enemy, the banner of love beats down the nations. Again,
they sometimes get a little spiritual sense to carry on the spiritual war;
for instance, sometimes a little hearing of the voice of Ohrist, so as to know
the powerful sound or it above a thousand voices; and then their heart
leaps within.them, saying, "It is the voice of my Beloved; behold, He
cometh skipping upon the mountains, and leaping upon the hills. '
metimes they get a little sight of God in Ohrist, and then they can endure
hardship, as good soldiers of Ohrist; thus they endure as seeing Him that
is invisible; "counting the reproach of Ohrist greater riches than all the
treasures of Egypt." Sometimes they get a little touch of the hem of
Ohrist's garment by faith, a little touch of His name, His offic-es, His
blood, His righteousness, or whatever hem it be; virtue come~ from Him
to stop the bloody issue, and stop the enemies' motion. Sometimes they
get a little taste that the Lord is gracious; and it is like the taste of
Jonathan's honeycomb: the more they taste of the honey of n'ee grace,
the greater is t,he slaughter among the Philistines. Sometimes they get a
little smell of the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valley, and it·
restores their fainting soul: all Ohrist's garments are said to smell of aloes,
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myrrh, and cassia. And the believer may be said to gEjt a smell of the
raiment, a smell of the rose, when Christ is precious to him above all
things. And, when all these spiritual senses are exercised, then they may
be said to be exercising their arms, making havoc among their enemies,
and successfully gaining ground upon them. In a word, He gives them
sometimes a little breathing in the air of spiritual meditation: "My
meditation of Him shall be sweet." And, when Christ is sweet, sin is
bitter, and the battle against it a bitter battle. He gives them here a
little and there a little, and, "by little and little, puts out the nations
before them."
I have mentioned many particulars, but yet there is no mentioning all
the littles that bEilievers will experience during the time of their warfare;
only as you see how, "by little and little," their Captain brings them to
the field of battle, and how, "by little and little," He carries on the con.
quest in their hand, it is the Lord their God alone that doesit; it is He
that conquered their enemies; it is He that helps them to chase the conquered, for it is He that bought their armour; He bought thf3ir shield,
and sword, and breastplate, and helmet; and it is He that, as He bought
them with His blood, so He puts on their weapons, and girds them with
strength for war. It is He that rubs off the rust off their arms, when at
any time they are out of use, by blowing up their graces, and giving
them strength to exercise grace; and it is He that carries on the victory
to perfection, by giving "power to the faint; and to him that hath no
might He increaseth strength," from time to time, till in death He end
the warfare, by drivi'ng out all the nations, so as never to be seen again •.
" The Lord thy God will put out these nations, before thee, by little and
little."
A KING'S ESTIMATE OF THE WORD OF GOD.
A STRIKING anecdote is related of George Ilr., showing his love for and
value of the word of God: A little page boy was taken into the palace, and,
when one of the attendants brought him before his royal master, the king was
found on his knees with the Bible, in prayer to the King of kings and
Lord of lords. " My boy," said the monarch, "have you a mother?"
"No, your Majesty." "Have you a father?" "No,your Majesty."
"Then, my boy, I will be a father to you, but you must study this word;
there you will find a Father in heaven." Thus did our earthly sovereign
teach a poor boy to know that book which is "the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth." And, whilst in the service of a
monarch below, he learnt the way to that kingdom above 'where there are
crowns of glory which fade not away.
My dear reader, whoever or whatever you may be, this story has a lesson
for you. If, through divine grace, you are amongst the number of the
saved ones, being washed from all your sins in the precious blood of Christ,
there is a work for you-whether high or low, rich or poor, ignorant or
learned, it matters little: there is a work for you. Do you feel this?
Have you cried, "Lord, what wouldest Thou have rne to do?" How
solemn the responsibility which rests upon every new-born soul! How
ready is the heart prompting the desire to do some great thing, or to
think, that, if placed in a different, and what appears to you, a more favourable, position, you could do such and such a work. Not so, my reader; it
is not the place God regards, but the way in which the place is filled. Be
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you whet~ yoU may, or what you may, as to this world, you have an in~
fIuence and a talent to use for Him who loved you and gave Himself for
. you. "The love of Ohrist con8traineth us." If you know that you have
been delivered from the wrath to come, and bought with a price, even the
precious blood of God's own Son, your cry must be, "What shall I render
unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me ? " Oan you, Ohristian, live
day after day and not be solemnly anxious for the souls of others? You,
who are saved your8elf, will you not seek to lead others to Jesus, the only
Refuge? Oh, be up and doing! Time is short; eternity is at hand.
Souls-immor.tal souls-are perishing all around you, and soon will the
door of mercy be shut for ever, ever, ever,. and your working day over and
gone for ever, ever, ever! Let us, then, beloved in the Lord, bestir ourselves, seeking, in the strength which He alone can give, to be, "in season
and out of season,"
" Telling to others all around
What a deal' Saviour we have fOlmd;"
knowing that our labour is not in vain in the Lord. Various are the ways
in which we can serve ffim. May be, in 8uffering His will, laid low in
sickness or sorroW'; but ne will give to each one of His children the right
place in the vineyard and in the furnace, and, when the work and trial is
ended here, He will say to each, "Well done, good and faithful servant,
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
" Servant of God, well done I
Cease from thy loved employ:
The battle fought, the victory won,
Enter thy Master's joy."
Amen.
Brighton.
E.M.S.
THE RICHES OF GRAOE.
[FROM our inmost soul we believe that the Lord will sometimes go down,
as it were, into the very depths of hell to fetch up His redeemed ones; in
other 'words, that He will, here and there, according to the richness and
fulness of His free and sovereign grace, arrest a soul apparently doomed
to destruction. As with Saul of Tarsus, on his mad and murderous erTand
to Damascus, He will "pluck" such as "brands from the burning," and,
in spite of all their previous course and fixed purposes and intentions to
the contrary, make them trophies of His superabounding love and mercy.
Reader, did you ever hear of the three wonders? If we get to heaven at
last, .·we shall wonder not to see those there whom we expected to see; we
shall wonder at seeing those whom we did not expect to see; and the
greatest wonder of all will be, that we are there ourselves.
In the course of reading, we met with the subjoined. We doubt not
that it is only a sample of many such cases; and that, when at the last
the Lord comes to make up His jewels, there will be among them multitudes of the most marvellous examples of saved sinners who were once
among the most degraded, abandoned, and apparently-hopelessly-lost
. ones. "Shall not the prey be taken from the mighty, and the lawful
. captive delivered ?"-EDIToR.]
THE ACTRESS AND THE COTTAGER'S F.dMILY.

-.AN actress in one of the English provincial or country theatres, was one
,day passing through the.streets of the town in which she then resided,
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when her attention was attracted by the sound of voices, which she heard
in a poor cottage before her. Curiosity prompted her to look in at an open
door, when he saw a few poor people sitting together, one of whom, at the
moment of her observation, was giving out the following hymn, which the
others joined in singing:"Depth of mercy! can there be
Mercy still reserved for me?"
The tune was sweet and simple, but she heeded it not. The words had
riveted her attention, and she stood motionless, until she was invited to
enter by the woman of the house, who had observed her standing at the
door. She complied, and remained during a prayer which was offered up
by one of the little company; and, uncouth as the expressions might seem
in her ears, they carried with them a conviction of sincerity on the part of
the person then employed. She quitted the cottage, but the words of the
hymn followed her; she could not banish them from her mind, and at last
she resolved to procure the book which contained the hymn. The more
she read it, the more decided her serious impressions became. She attended the miuistry of the Gospel, read her hitherto neglected and despised
Bible, and bowed herself in humility and contrition of heart before Him
whose mercy she felt she needed, whose sacrifices are those of a broken
heart and a contrite spirit, and who has declared that therewith He is well
pleased.
Her profession she determined at once, and for ever, to renounce; and
for some little time excused herself from appearing on the stage, without,
however, disclosing her change of sentiments, 01' making known her resolution finally to leave it.
The manager of the theatre called upon her one morning, and requested
her to sustain the principal character in a new play which was to be performed the next week for his benefit. She had frequently performed this
character to general admiration; but she now, however, told him her resolution never to appear as an actress again, at the same time giving her
reasons. At first he attempted to overcome her scruples by ridicule, but
this was unavailing; he then represented the loss he should incur by her
refusal, and concluded his arguments by promising, that, if to oblige him
she would act on this occasion, it should be the last request of the kind he
would ever make. Unable to resist his solicitations, she promised to appear, and on the appointed evening went to the theatre. The character
she assumed required her, on her first entrance, to sing a song; and, when
the curtain was drawn up, the orchestra immediately began the accompaniment; but she stood as if lost in thought, and as one forgetting all
around her, and her own situation. The music ceased, but she did not
sing; and, supposing her to be overcome by embarrassment, the band
again commenced. A second time they paused for her to begin, and still
she did not open her lips. A third time the air was played, and then,
with clasped hands, and eyes suffused with tears, she sang, not the words
of the song, but/
" Depth of mercy! can there be
Mercy still reserved for me ?"
It is almost needless to add, that the performance was sudd~nly ended;
many ridiculed, though some were induced from that memorable night to
I' cOll6ider their ways," and to reflect on the wonderful power of that re-
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ligion which could so influence the heart and change the' life of one
hitherto so vain, and so evidently pursuing the road which leadeth to
destruction.
It would, be satisfactory to the reader to know that the change in
Miss --" was as permanent as it was singular; she walked consistently
with her profession of religion for many years, and at length became the
wife of a ministe1' of the Gospel of our Lord J esllS Ohrist.

"SAY YOUR PRAYERS IN FAIR WEATHER."
A SEA captain of a profligate character, who commanded a vessel trading
between Liverpool and America, during the last war, once took on board
a man as a common sailor, to serve during the voyage, just as he was
leaving port. The new-comeI' was soon found to be of a most quarrelsome,
untractable disposition, a furious blasphemer and drunkard. Besides these
disqualifications, he was wholly ignorant of nautical affairs, or counterfeited ignorance to escape duty: in short, he "as the bane and plague of
the vessel, and refused obstinately to give any account of himself, or his
family, or past life.
At length a violent storm arose; all hands were piped upon deck, and
all, as the captain thought, seemed too few to save the ship. When the
men were mustered to their quarters, the sturdy blasphemer was missing,
and my friend went below to seek for him; great was his surprise at finding him on his knees, repeating the Lord's prayer with wonderful rapidity,
over ,and over again, as if he had bound himself to countless reiterations.
Vexed at what he deemed 'hy,pocrisy or cowardice, he shook him roughly
by the collar, exclaiming, " Say'your prayers in fair weather." The man
rose up, observing in a low voice, "God grant I ma-y ever see fair weather
to say them."
In a few hours the storm happily abated, a week more brought them to
harbour, and an incident so trivial passed quickly away from the memory
of the captaiLl; the more easily, as the man in question was paid off the
day after landing, and appeared not again.
Four years more had elapsed, during which, though the captain had
twiee been shipwrecked, and was grievously hurt by the falling of a spar,
he pursued without amendment a life of profligacy and contempt of God.
At the end of this period, he arrived in the port of New York, after a
very tedious and dangerous voyage from England.
It was on a Sabbath morning, and the streets were thronged with persons proceeding to the several houses of worship with which that city
abounds; but the captain was bent on far other occupation, designing' to
drown the recollection of perils and deliverances, in a celebrated tavern
which he had too long and too often frequented.
As he wal-ked lei"urely towards this goal, he encountered a very dear
friend, a quondam associate of many a thoughtless hour. Salutations
over, the captain seized him by the arm, declaring that he should accom:~
pany him to the hotel. "I will do so," replied the other, with great
calmness, "on condition that you come with me first for a single hour
into this house (a church), and thank God for His mer~ies to you on the
deep." The captain was ashamed to refuse, so the two friends entered
the temple together. Already all the seats were occupied, and a dense
cl'owd filled the aisle; but, by dint of personal exertion, they succeeded in
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reaching a position right in front of the-pnlpit, at about,five 'yards' dis~
tance, The preacher, one of the most popular of the day, riveted th!l
attention of the entire congregation, including the captain himself, to
whom his features and voice, thougp. he could not assign any time 01'
place of previous meeting, seemed not wholly unknown, particularly whe:p.
he spoke with animation. At length the preacher's eye fell upon the spot
where the two friends stood. He suddenly paused-still gazing upon the
captain, as if to make himself sure that he laboured under no optical
delusion-and, after a silence of more than a minute, pronounced with a
voice that .shook the building, "Say yourp1"ayers in fM'r weather."
The hearers were lost in amazement, nor was it until' a considerable
time had elapsed that the preacher recovered sufficient self-possession to
recount the incident with which the reader is already acquainted, adding,
with deep emotion, that the words which his captain uttered in the storm,
had clung to him by day and by night after his landing, as if an angel
had been charged with the duty of repeating them in his ears-that he
felt the holy call as coming direct from above, to do the work of his crucified Master-that he had studied at college for the ministry, and was
now, through grace, such as they saw and heard.
At the conclusion of this affecting address, he called on the audience to
join in prayer with himself, that the same words might be blessed in turn
to him who first had used them. But God had outrun their petitions;
before the captain's former shipmate had ceased to tell hie story, the
power of the Spirit had wrought effectually upon him, and subdued every
lofty imagination; and, when the people dispersed, he exchanged the
hotel for the house of the preacher, with whom he tarried six weeks, and
parted from him to pursue his professi~,uwith a heart devoted to the
service of his Saviour, and with holy ana happy assurances which advanGing years hallowed, strengthened, and sanctified.
THE OHRISTIAN'S GLOOMY DEATH'; OR, THE WARNING TO
HIS THREE PROFLIGATE SONS.
A PIOUS parent had three sons, who, notwithstanding all his admonitions
and instructions, mingled with many prayers and tears, grew up to manhood in scepticism and profligacy. The father lay dying; and,'conceiving
that it might perhaps produce a good impression on the minds of his
abandoned children, to let them see how a Christian died, the friends of
the family introduced them to the bedside of their expiring- parent. But,
to their unspeakable grief, the good man died without any expression of
Christian confidence, and appeared destitute of those strong consolations
which believers in Jesus usually experience in the closing scene. It was
now apprehended that the effect of this melancholy circumstance on the
young men would be, to confirm them in their prejudice against religion,
and afford them, in their opinion, a sufficient evidence that it was a cunningly-devised fable. However, it was not so : the ways of God are not
as our ways, neither are His thoughts as-our thoughts. A few days after
the funeral, the younger brother entered the room in which the two others
were; and, observing that he had been weeping, they inquired the cause
of his grief. "T have beene thinking," said he, "of the death of our
father." " Ah," said they, "a dismal death it was; what truth or reality
can there be in religion, when such a man as he died in such a state of
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mind?" "It has not affected me in this way," replied .the younger
1brother; " we all know what a holy life our father led, and what a gloomy
,death he died; now I have been thinking how dreadful our death must
. ',be, who lead such a wicked life!" The observation was like all arrow to
their consciences; they began to be alarmed, and repaired to the ordinan,ces of religion, which, in their father's lifetime they had neglected,
and ultimately became as eminent for godliness as their e](emplary parent
had been.
.

"BREAD SHALL BE GIVEN THEE."
IN a large and populous village, in one of the hundreds, or wapentakes
of Yorkshire, lived a 1)001', but honest and pious man, whose name was
J onathan. He was an afflicted man, and much paralyzed by disease. He
had a wife and two or three children, whose chief dependence in life was
upon his small earnings. . J onathan was patient, industrious, and persevering in his efforts to provide for himself and for his household, all
of whom were content with homely fare. At the time the writer of this
account knew him, he might be from forty to fifty years of age. Amongst
other occurrences of his life (he says) I distinctly recollect the following,
which he related to me:During the time of harvest, while employed in gathering the fruits of
the earth, he accidentally slipped from the top of a barley-mow, and
sprained one or both his ankles; in consequence of which he was confined
to his room and bed for some weeks. It is unnecessary to state that in the
meantime his family must have felt the loss of his weekly labour and income. His wife, on one occasion, went upstairs into his room weeping.
"What is the matter?" said J onathan; "what is distressing thee?" "Why,
the children are crying for something to eat, and I have nothing to give
them," was the affecting reply. "Hast thou faith in God?" asked J onathan; "dost thou believe in His providence and His word? Has He not
said, 'Bread shall be given thee, and thy water shall be sure?' (Isa.
xxxiii. 16.) Kneel down," he continued, " at the bedside, and pray to God.
Tell Him how thy children are circumstanced; that they have no bread;
that thou hast nothing wherewith to buy them any; and I will also pray.
Who can tell what God may do? He heareth prayer."
J onathan and his wife prayed earnestly together; they pleaded the promises of God, and waited the result. Soon afterwards a person came to
the door with a loaf of bread. She came from a house in the immediate
neighbourhood of J onathan, the occupier of which was one of several
branches of a family who were proprietors of very extensive ironworks,
carried on in the village where Jonathan lived. No sooner did the good
woman receive the loaf of bread, than she ran to J onathan to tell him how
God had answered their prayer. "Now," said Jonathan, "before anything else be done, kneel down at the bedside, and return thanks to God
for having heard our prayer." She did so; they praised His name together, and then ate their food with gladness and with singleness of heart.
Not many hours elapsed before another kind interposition of Providence
presented itself. A second visitor brought them a joint of meat. When
this was told J onathan, he replied to his wife, "Ay; see, God is even
better than His word [ He promised bread, and He sends flesh in addition.
Kneel down, and thank Him again."
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THE REV..RICHARD LUCKlN.
AT the close of a day of deep exercise and anxiety I recently remembered
it was the preaching night of one whom I used to hear with great satisfaction and profit thirty years ago. I, therefore, macle for his chapel. It
was the same face that occupied the desk, but oh, how aged! His testimony, however, was that of one ripe for glory. Among many precious
remarks was the following; "The enemy of souls will sometjmes thus
argue: ' Well, now, the work of such an one is nearly done; in four or
five years at most he will be no more. I will meanwhile worry him all I
can.'" Thought I, "How true!" It brings to mind the remark of dear
HENRY FOWLER, somewhere about the same period to which I just now
referred. "Sometimes I say, 'What, Lord, am I not perfect in this lesson
yet? Must I be taught it over and over again?' Well, if' it is for the
comf6rt and well-being of any of Thy family, Thy will be done!"
As I walk the streets of London, and think of those of His dear servants
who have either gone the way of all the earth, or whose years are evidently
rapidly declining, I say within myself, "And is there hope for me also, that,
when I have done and suffered what He willeth for me, I shall be called
home also?" The hope seems almost too good-too great-too glorious to
be true; and yet again, when I think who they are and whence they came
who are now before the throne, I say, "Why should I despair, sinner as
I am-so vile and so unprofitable? for it is 'not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.' "
Upon the recent occasion of hearing Mr. LUCKIN to which I have
alluded, I could not help thinking how much the Lord's people lose by
neglecting the ordinances of His house. Not only is the testimony of His
servants oftentimes most suitable and precious, but also the hymns and
songs of praise. I remember how suitable they were on this occasion; for
example, that well-kllOwn verse occurred, commencing
" True, 'tis a straight and thorny road."
CALLED HOME!
ON Wednesday, May 15th, in the present year, a dear child of God
earnestly requested her husband to accompany her to the evening service
at St. J ames', Holloway. At first he declined, on account of the cold
which, it will be remembered, at that time prevailed. He afterwards
consented, -however, and went. Returning, he said to his wife, "My dear,
how loudly you sang at church to-night; I wish you could sing at home
as you did there." The hymn had been, "Rock of Ages, cleft for me,"
"I love to find myself singing among the people of God," was the wife's
reply; "but I don't care to hear simply my own voice at home." In a
minute or so afterwards, she exclaimed, "Oh, dear, I have lost my foot,"
and almost immediately dropped at her husband's side. It was a seizure
from which she never recovered, but, in about two hours, passed away
peacefully to her eternal rest. Little did she think when saying how she
loved to find herself singing among the people of God, that she was so
soon to join the Church of the Firstborn in the hallelujahs of heaven.
Well did her minister (the Rev. Mr. Mackenzie) say, "She lost her foot,
but it was found on the Rock of Ages." . Reader, how and where stands
your immortal soul? Would sudden death be to you, as doubtless it was
to this blessed woman, sudden glory?
E E
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THE PRECIOUSNESS OF THE SCRIPTURES.
" That from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith wh%'ch is in Christ Jesus. "-2 TIM. iii. 15.
EVERY faithful minister of the New Testament has two subj ects given him
in this book, 'which he ml1st declare to the people-sin and salvation. For
thishe has the command of God, and the example of the Lord Jesus Ohrist.
And this command· he must obey; this example he must follow. Does he
fail to declare unto the sinner his sin; that by birth he is a sinner, that
by practice he is a sinner, and that faithfully, justly, and lovingly? Then
is he not faithful to the trust committed to him by God. Does he fail to
set forth the Lord Jesus Christ as the only and almighty Saviom ? Does
he preach'a Gospel which is pleasing to man, teaching that man can do
something towards his salvation; that Ohrist died only as an example;
that salvation is not of free and sovereign grace? Does he speak of the
Holy Spirit as an Influence, not as a Person, One in the blessed Trinity ?
Then, brethren, does he not follow the example of the Lord Jesus Ohrist.
If God is to be obeyed and glorified, if Ohrist is to be magnified, if the
Gospel of God's free and sovereign grace must be preached, Ohrist's one
sacrifice for the sins of His people of Adam's fallen race must be declared;
that the Holy Spirit is God mnst be proclaimed; that salvation is of Ohrist
alone without any mixtme of human merit must be mged; and that man
is completely and totally corrupt and sinful must be taught.
Now, dear brethren, what subj ect more fitting to the present occasion 'i.'
could we have than the one now brought before us~that the Scriptures
are the only safe guide as regards the matter of the sinner's salvation?
In om text we have two things introduced to om notice : I. What Timothy knew-Cl the Holy Scriptures."
n. What Timothy found-Cl they are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Ohrist Jesus."
I. Mark what Timothy knew-Cl the Holy Scriptmes."
The Bible is called "the Holy Scriptmes," because it has been written
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; because it is full of the Lord
Jesus Ohrist, the Holy One of God; and because it commands holiness of
life.
1. The Scriptmes are called the Holy Scriptmes, because they have been
written by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He taught the prophets
to write the histories and prophecies which we have in the Old Testament.
See what the apostle says in the verse following om text, "All cripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for do"ctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness." Mark, also, 'What t.
Peter says in 2 Pet. i. 21, "The prophecy came not in olcL time by the will
of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost." Now that this was the case will be evident to you all, if you
examine the language of Scripture fmther on this poirit. David sar,
in 2 Sam. xxiii. 2, "The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and His word
was in my tongue." The prophets say, "The Lord spake by me;" "The
;I< This sermon was preached on the occasion of the co=encement of a Sunday Afternoon Service in St. James' Church, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
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word of the Lord came unto me." And, if each book of the Old Testament
was thus written, surely the books of the New Testament were so also, for
the apostles who wrote them had the Holy Spirit to guide them, and to
bring all things to their remembrance whatsoever the Lord Jesus Ohrist
had spoken unto them; for observe what is said in John xiv. 26, "That
the Oomforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you." In chap. xvi. 13 also, "Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth:
for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that
shall He speak: and He will shew you things to come."
2. The Scriptures are called ho1Jy, because they are full of the Lord Jesus
Christ, who is the" Ho1Jy One of God," and who is spoken of as "holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners." To use the language of an
old writer, "He is the sum of the whole Bible, prophesied, prefigured,
exhibited, demonstrated, to be found in every leaf, almost in every line:
the Scriptures being but as it were the swaddling bands of the Ohild Jesus.
Ohrist is the main, the centre whither all these lines are referred. He was
wrapt up in those obscure shadows, the tree of life, Noah's ark, Jacob's
ladder: He was called the expectation of the nations, longed and 109ked
for, more than health to the sick, or life to the dying."
3. Not only are the Scriptures called "the Howj Scriptures," because they are full of Ohrist, but also, because they command holiness of
life. They tell us that" without holiness no man shall see the Lord:"
that" There shall in nowise enter into it" (i. e., the new Jerusalem) "anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a
lie" (Rev. xxi. 27). But the Scriptures do not leave us here. They tell
us how holiness is to be obtained-by believing in the Lord Jesus OhJ:ist,
who is of God made unto His people "wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption." They tell us of the Spirit of holiness,
that Spirit whose office it is to make the hearts of God's children holy.
Now how does the Spirit do this? I reply, By the Scriptures. For re~
member our Lord's prayer, "Sanctify them tlu:ough Thy truth: Thy word
is truth." And this the apostle found: "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass" (i. e., the word) "the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord" (2 Oor. iii. 18)...
Such, then, are the Holy Scriptures which Timothy knew. Now when
did he know them? Our text says, "from a child." From a child, mark
ye, he had known the Holy Scriptures. What a word is this for parents!
Timothy's mother, Eunice, was a believer in the Lord Jesus Ohrist. She
.had taught her young son to read this holy book. She had taken hiJ:p.,
while a Jewess, to the synagogue where God's word was read. But more,
e,he llBk\lcted. him. at home. 'Y. ea, she would not fail to pray for and with
her child, that God's word and her own instruction might be blessed to
her young Timothy. Dear friends, do you follow her example? do you
follow up the teaching in God's house, and the teaching in the Sundayschool, by your own teaching; and by praying for, and with your
children?
But I would speak to the children. Be like Timothy, know the Holy
Scriptures. Be not content with knowing merely the letter of the word.
Seek to know Him of whom the Scriptures speak, even Jesus, and, let me
say, ask the Holy Spirit to teach you, for He only can enable a little child
EE2
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to understand the Scriptures. Be diligent, be prayerful, for, remember
ihis, "The diligent soul shall be made fat." Now, observe
n. What Timothy found-" They are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."
The Scriptures are able to make a sinner wise unto salvation, since they
reveal the salvation which the Lord God has provided for His people,
sinners of mankind, no matter what their age, or what their condition.
Now this salvation is called in several places in the Scriptures, the 8alvation
of God, because it is the work of God the Father, of God the Son, and of
God the Holy-Ghost.
1. In the jil"8t place, 8alvation i8 of God the Father. He is the Contriver
of it. For see how the case stands. His justice and His holiness demanded the eternal death of every sinner. Must, then, everyone die?
" God is love j" and therefore His love, grace, wisdom, and power contrived a way in which sinners might be saved, and yet no violence be done
to His justice and holiness. But how? By His Son satisfying that justice, and vindicating the honour' of that holiness, by dying upon the cross.
Now, behold the greatness of that love for His chosen people. "God so
loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son" (John ill. 16). "In
this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His
only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live tlu.'{)ugh Him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent Hia
Son to be the propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 9, 10). This was the
errand on which He sent His Son. But it was not an uncertain errand
on which He sent Him. He gave Him, not that all might have a chance
of salvation, but to save-to save His people, sinners of Adam's ruined
race-those whom He hath loved with an everlasting love j those whom
He hath chosen out of the world, and given to His Son j whose names He
hath written in the Lamb's book of life, from the foundation of the world,
and whom He hath made heirs of salvation. For remember what is said
in 2 Thess. ii. 13, "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of
the truth." And in 2 Tim. i. 9, "Who hath saved us, and called us. . .
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began."
Remember, then, that salvation is of God the Father, and tIllS will
enable you to understand the expressions, "Thy salvation," "His salvation," "The salvation of God."
2. But,in the second place, no less is 8alvation of God the Son, the Lord Je8u8
Chri8t. Did the Father love His people in contriving salvation for them, and
in giving His dear Son to die for them? Not less is the love of God the Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ. As a proof of His great love, behold Him leaving the
mansions of bliss, becoming Man; yea, a Child; that, as a child, He might
obey the law for little children. Behold Him beconling a Servant to His
own law, that He might obe,y the law in all its parts, and so establish a
perfect, complete, and everlasting righteousness for His people, that" He
might be unto them the Lord their Righteousness," "the end of the law
for righteousness," and that they nlight be accepted by His Father. But,
more, behold greater love than even this. Were His people, as sinners,
under the curse, liable to the wrath to come, in danger of eternal death?
That curse He has endured; that wrath has been inflicted upon .Him; that
death He has died. For, mark the language of Scripture, "Christ hath
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redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for US" (Gal.
iii. 13); "Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come" (1 Thess.
i.IO); "Our SaviourJesusOhrist, who hath abolished death [in its penal
character], and hath brought life and immortality to light through the
Gospel" (2 Tim. i. 10). Here, brethren, here is the love of the God-man,
Ohrist Jesus. Behold its greatness, "Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends." "Ohrist also hath loved us,
and hath given Himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet smelling savour." Do, I beseech you, lay hold upon this blessed
truth, that the sufferings by which the Ohurch's salvation has been secured
were strictly and entirely penal. My brethren, you know the meaning of
that word penal. It means,. by way of punishment. Just as it is said in
Isaiah liii. 5, 8, "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities." "For the transgression of my people was He stricken."
And how complete a salvation has Ohrist Jesus obtained for His people-:one containing each and every spiritual and temporal blessing which they
can possibly need-faith, pardon, repentance, peace, righteousness, adoption, strength, food, raiment, shelter, health, guidance, and, finally, glory.
And, dear hearers, remember He is the Saviour still. True, the work
of salvation was finished when He died upon the cross, but. He is the
Saviour still. He now lives for the preservation of His saved people, and
for the application to them of His free, complete, and eternal salvation.
He now lives to ensure the salvation of all the chosen seed, to see to His
sheep being brought into a saving knowledge of Himself, that they may
be partakers of the salvation which is in Him, with eternal glory. And
only will He cease'to be the Saviour when all the ransomed family of God
has been gathered together in one-when He sees for whom He shed His
blood, and presents them to His Father, with" Behold I and the children
which Thou hast given me."
3. Further, mark, in the tltird place, salvation is of God, because it is of
God the Holy Spirit; because He only can convey it to the hearts of His
people. It is not education, it is not reason, it is not argument, it is -not
the tears of parents, it is not their influence, it is not their holy'conduct;
no, it is the Holy Spirit of God. I do not say but that He makes use of
all these as means. I do not say but that He doth adopt any of these,
and all of these, from time to time, as mediums by which He works.
But He is the Source, the Spring of all the movements; and, till He
touches, all is dead-till He removes the stony heart, all is lifeless.
Who can effectually convince of sin but the Holy Spirit? Who can
believe in the Lord Jesus Ohrist until he is born again of the Holy Spirit?
Who can receive Ohrist until the Spirit shows him his want of Ohrist?
Who can pray until he has been taught by the Spirit? Who can understand anything savingly until he has been enlightened by the Spirit?
Not one. And, as He commences the work of salvation within, so will
He carry it on and perfect it. He will conform the child of God to the
image of Ohrist. He will strengthen for duty, guide in perplexity, comfort in sorrow, and encourage when discouraged. Re will abide in the
Lord's saved people as the Spirit of adoption, of wisdom, and of might;
and as the Oomforter, until they -come safe to glory.
Dear brethren, do you believe in the doctrine of the Trinity? Then
believe in the Trinity as concerned in salvation; the love of the Father,
Son, and Spirit, set upon the same individuals, and manifested in securing
their salvation. Deny this, and you deny the Trinity. Affirm that the
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Father loves more than either the Son or the Spirit love; or affirm that
Ohrist loves more than the Father and the Spirit love, and you deny the
Trinity; that they are one and the same in wisdom, power, and love.
But now how is this salvation to be enjoyed? I reply, Only by faith.
Not by feelings, nor by works, nor even by prayers; but only by faith.
For observe well the language of Scripture on this point: "He that 1;>elieveth on the Son hath everlasting life." Mark well the jailor's inqUIry
and the apostle's reply: "What must I do to be saved?" "Believe on
the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and thou shalt be saved." By faith, I say, is salvation enjoyed; and yet that is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.
God's free and unmerited gift, the pmchase of His dear Son's bloo.d, and
the effect of the Holy Spirit's work in the heart (Phil. i. 29; Gal. v. 22).
But this is communicated by means of the preached word. " Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." Sometimes also
by means of the word searched in private'.
Now, brethren, is there one here who knows nothing spiritually of this
salvation? Then let me say to that one, Behold thy true state! thou
art unsaved; thou art exposed to the wrath of Almighty God. Oh,
consider how much thou dost lose, so long as thou art unsaved!
No peace, no comfort, no joy. Oonsider thy prospects. To what canst
thou look forward? To heaven? No. To hell? Yes; and to being
with the devil and bis angels. Oonsider these things, and then ask thyself, Why not come to Ohrist? Thy sins keep thee back from Him; thy
hard and rebellious heart. May God in His grace set thee free, bring
thee to Jesus to be saved from thy sins, so shalt thou know the sweetness
there is in that name. " Thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall
save His people from their sins." But is there one here who momns
over his sins, and longeth-earnestly longeth-to be saved? Let that
one think of the declaration given in 1 Tim. i. 15, "This is a faithful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Ohrist Jesus came into the
world to save sinners." Let him couple these words with those in Matt.
xi., "Oome unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest." Let him take Christ at His word, believing the record
which God hath given us concerning His Son. " This is the record, that
God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son." Verily he
shall have a present, complete, and eternal salvation. "Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is
passed from death unto life."
Lastly, dear brethren, be diligent; be regular in yom attendance upon
the ministry of the word. By it Timothy obtained spiritual life, for he is
called by the apostle, "mine own son in the faith," and so may you. By
it spiritual life is maintained and nourished. By it spil:itual life is obtained and increased. By it spiritual joy and peace are communicated
and flourish. Be diligent and regular in your attendance upon the
preaching of the word, I entreat you; looking, above all, for the teaching
of the Holy Spirit, without which we cannot understand anything.
SOME persons are more forward in correcting othe:rs than in q.ireGting
them.. Where one could be found who would kindly direct us, probably
two could be discovered that would unkindly correct us. Kind 4irection
is better than unkind correction.
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A FAREWELL OHARGE.
How precious are the last words of a dearly-loved friend! We have been.
in his company for awhile, and his visit has been sweetly refreshing to
us; we have loved to look on his dear features, and to hold happy converse with him; but he has now been called to leave us again, and, ere
he departed, he gave us a few last words. We do not forget them, and
we love to recall and muse upon the farewell charge of our dear absent
friend.
Or it may be a fond parent whose presence among us we lost in our
early days, and we well remember how she used to talk to us about holy
things till our young hearts burned within us. And with peculiar vividness do we recollect how our beloved mother, when about to leave us for
the better land, called us to her side, and how tenderly shj:l spoke to us ;
how affectionately she entreated us to be followers together of that blesseq.
One whom she had loved, and whose glory was e'en now throwing a lustre
of celestial brightness around her. And, oh, her last words! Never will
they be erased from our memory; we treasure them there, and, until the
casket itself be broken, those precious jewels shall Eltiij be sealed therein.
Thus fondly, my brethren and sisters in our one Lord, do we dwell on
the hallowed memories of those who were dear to our hearts, and thus do
we find what a peculiar hold their last words have upon our minds. Many,
it may be, of those spoken in former days, have long since passed from
our recollection, but these still retain their freshness, and recur to our
minds as the words of yesterday.
And now may our hearts' affections be very tender, and our recollections
very loving, as we ponder awhile the last words of our beloved Lorfl. and
Saviour Jesus, remembering that He said, "If a man love me, he will
keep my words; and my Father will love ¥m, anfl. we will come unto him,
and makl'l our abode with him." mat bliss on earth can we desire
beyond this, to have our precio)ls Saviour dwelling with us as our constant
Guest? Then.let our hearts listen with devout and eager attention to ~is
words, and mlty we have grace to keep those words, thereby proving to
HimElelf and to all who observe us, that indeeq. we do love Him who first
loved us. " And when He had spoken these things, while they beheld,
He F::j,s taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight" (Acts i. 9).
What " things" were these? Oh, what were the 'last words of the blessed
Master, as Re looked up, and saw the cloudy chariot about to bear Him
hence, and as the effulgent glory just awaiting Him tlll'ew a halo of
radiance around His sacred, erst-marred visage? Listen, my soul, for in
these words thou art still addressed: " Ye shall receive power, after that
the Holy Ghost i$ come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me ...•
unto the uttermost part of the earth."" Expressive words, my fellow-disciples! Witnesses unto Jesus! And how could it be otherwise Our Lord
Jesus had come into the world "to bear witness unto the truth;" yea, to
testify of tpe Fatper, in a world that had not known IJ:im, lmd that dii~
regarded His claims in.' respect of what tlI-ey did know of Him. And now
He"is passing from tl:j.escep.e, and He would spillleaye in this dark world
a shining light-a witness unto Him who is light, and in wp.om is "no
darklless at all;" and He"accordinglypromises " power from On high" to His
beloved disciples-power not to be used for the exaltation of self in any
wise) put to enable them to s40w forth the praises of Him who lJ.~d call~4
the~ "~ut pf darkness into His m~rvellous light." "
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And now let us inquire how we ourselves can take MW part in fulfilling
this last injunction of our Lord; assuming only that we have through
grace been brought into the place of disciples, having by the Spirit's
. 'working discovered our own ruin, and our need of Jesus as a Savil;mr,
and having by the same blessed Spirit's teaching, learnt to own ·Him as
our " Lord and Master;" counting all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowl~dge of Him; desiring, sincerely and earnestly, that, at whatever cost to ourselves, we may be found in His path, seeking to honour Him
by our walk and conversation, and remembering that 'I"e are not our own,
but" bought with a price," that we should" glorify Him in our body and
in our spirit, which are His."
" Witnesses unto me." "Ve are witnesses to a Person who is absent, and
in a sphere in 'which either He is not known, or His rights are wilfully disowned. Now the character of the world with regard to our absent Master,
is that it has rejected Him-has cast Him out, and sent after Him a message, "We will not have this Man to reign over us." This Man is our
dear Redeemer, and, if we are faithful to Him, we must find this scene uncongenial. He who.is our Beloved and our Friend, is " despised, and rejected of men," and the reigning" prince of this world" is a usurping
prince-a prince of darkness. He is "the god of this world," and the
one true God is, in every possible way, denied and set at nought. And
what 'is our path, beloved in the Lord, in these circumstances? To favour
the pretensions of the usurper, or, like true royalists, to observe allegiance
to our King,' and· proclaim His rights to the utmost of our power?
Surely the latter, and our testimony, in order to be of any value, must be
that of persons who are seen and recognized to have no sympathy with the
things they condemn. Suppose a man in a herd of drunkards, and calling
for more drink, folds his arms, and says, "I am strongly opposed to men
treating their families in the way we are doing. My wife and my children
are starving in their miserable home, and I know that my spending my
time and money here is the sole cause of it all;" what should we think
of his idle protest? But if, instead of this inconsistent behaviour, he suited
the action to the words, buttoned his coat, and turned his back upon the
scene of vice ana iniquity, some one or more might be induced to profit by
his example; but in any case he would have acted agreeably with his profession: and surely the world should, in like manner, see in us the practical
exemplification of that word, "Have no fellowship with the nnfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them."
Nor is this witnessing for Jesus by any means limited to such as ('labour
in the word and doctrine." Of those who have themselves" tasted that
the Lord is gracious," none are too young or too obscure to bear witness
of this to others; as did the little captive maid of old, saying to her mistress,
the wife of an illustrious Syrian who was a leper, " Would God my lord
were with the prophet that is in Samaria ; for he would recover him of his
leprosy." With what simplicity, and yet confidence did she speak of the
prophet of J ehovah, of whom she had heard in the land whence she had
as a slave been carried away, and with what happy results, too! And may
not we, dear Christian friends, take a lesson from this? The Lord may
not have endowed us with any shining gift, or placed us in a position of
extensive influence, but He has saved our souls, and that indeed is worth
telling to others. We may not understand all mysteries, but we know
one thing, that "wh,ereas we were blind, now we see," and we can tell of
that. We can go home to our friends, and tell them how great things the
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Lord has done for US, and has had compassion on us; and, knowing some
Of the lovely features of our ever-blessed Jesus, we can tell something of
them to others, and say, with the spouse in the Canticle, "This is my
Beloved, and this is my Friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem! " And, let us
observe, it is "unto me" that we are to be witnesses. Unto Jesus-not a
Church, or a creed, or a doctrine, or a man, still less to ourselves, but unto
Jesus. And, if we have obeyed that precept, "Put ye on the Lord Jesus
ChJCist," we must bear witness to Him; for the world will see Him displayed
in us, which surely is the best witness to Himself that we are capable of
giving-even to be the " epistles of Christ," "known and read of all men."
The varied traits of His character, so matchless and surpassing in excellency, will be reflected in us; the world will behold, in the purity of our
lives, our likeness to HOO who was" holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners "-" who suffered for us, leaving us an example that we
should follow His steps;" while in our lowly walk and conversation, our
patience under suffering and wrong, and our love to our enemies, we shall
bear witness to "the meekness and gentleness of Christ," "who endured
such contradiction of sinners against Himself "-" who when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not, but committedHimselfto Him thatjudgeth righteously"-and who, at the moment
of His enduring the greatest reproach and cruelty at the hand of His relentless enemies, when earth and hell conspired to persecute God's smitten
Lamb,' looked up and away from the bloodthirsty crowd that thronged
the scene of His murder, and said, "Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do." Oh, beloved, is not such a glorious Person worth
testifying of? May we have grace to witness to Him, by our words, our
ways, our precept, our example, our pursuits, our associations, everywhere,
and at all times, dec~aringthat, having been redeemed by Jesus from so great
a death as threatened us, we now" are not of the world," even as He is not of
the world; but are sent into it, as He was sent into it, to bear witness to the truth
and grace of God. By our being" clothed with hunlllity," and our willingness to take the lowest place of service, may we bear bright and blessed
testimony to Jesus, who" made Himself of no reputation, and took upon
Him the form of a servant "-who was" meek and lowly of heart," and
who came into the world, "not to be ministered unto, but to minister,"
even to girding Himself with a towel, and washing His disciples' feet.
Let us be witnesses unto him as the Saviour and Friend of sinners, who has
been here" full of grace and truth;" going about doing good, and at the
end of His ministry offering up His precious life a sacrifice for sin; as
the One who is now at the right hand of God exalted, to be a Prince and
a Saviour; the Object of faith to every poor lost one who desires ~alvation,
and of loving obedience to all His own; and as the Son of God for whom
we are looking to· come in the clouds, that we may be "caught up" to
meet Him in the air, and so be " ever with the Lord."
It will thus be seen that we, with the dear Thessalonians of old, have
been" turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true God, and to
wait for His Son from heaven;" and that while we are seeking in lowliness and holiness to follow Jesus, and be "witnesses" unto Him in this
world of His rejection, our hearts are set upon Himself, and our minds on
things above, where He is at the right hand of God.
One more reflection on this" farewell charge" -of our blessed Jesus, and
we must part. It is the limit He sets to the sphere of our witnessing unto
HOOself-" tmto the uttermost part of the earth." Nothing short of this,
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and nothing beyond it. This fixes the scene of our labo11'rs, sincel in the
land of light and glory, where lj. place for us is being prepared, and we
shall ever dwell, there is no need for witnesses unto Jesus. He Himself
. is there, and all know Him, and all adore Him. Praise there will be, and
foy of heart, untold and unconceived, but no more testifying to the graces
and glories of an absent Jesus; no more the privilege of standing up in an
uncongenial scene, and speaking a word for the blessed Ma.ster. Our last
opportunity for serving Him in this land of His strangership and our sojourn, will be past and gone for ever. Beloved in the Lord, let us ponder
these things, and seek grace and power to do any little work for Jesus
while still it is called to-day; pursuing our varied paths with increased and
more holy diligence, and delighting our hearts in the happy prospect ?f
soon seeing the face of" this same Jesus," when He shall" so come III
like manner" as He went into heaven.
W.F.

Wolverhampton.

!' ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD."

EVERYOne in this world has something to put up with; and, although
trials and crosses seem hard at the time, _yet in later life we often look
back and thank God for sending those very things which seemed to us so
bitter an.d difficult to bear: and what we then thought impossible to be
for our good, but which afterwards proved to be the very best thing for
011-1' happiness.
But I think I hear some one say, "It is all very we1J-,
but people don't always practise what they preach." True, we are all
weak at times; aud I will not shrink from owning that, when I have
sometimes been suffering from some unexpected disappointment myself, I
have been unjust enough to question whether it could be for my benefit
to be affiicted in such a way; but afterwards, when time had brought
forth the different changes that are ever attendant on this life, I have
looked back, appreciated, and been thankful for the great lovingkindness
of our heavenly Father for preventing what to me seemed the very acme
of earthly good" but which would certainly have been otherwise had it
happened, verily proving the truth of the text, "Now no chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous but grievous; nevertheless ~fterwards it
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them-which are exel'cised thereby." Yes, trials are hard to bear; but do you not think they
would be less so if we could only firmly believe that "all things work
together for good to them that love God, according to His purpose?" As
whatever God sends and does must be for some wise purpose (althollgh
we may not be able to understand it), whether it be for affiiction or consolation, so let us always endeavour to bear that in mind, and our souows
and disappointments will then appear and really be less bitter and easier
to endure, not forgetting to pray earnestly for submission to our Father's
will. Besides, there are several reasons which prove affiiction to be good
for us.
Fir1\tly, if we had our path strewed with nothing but roses here, we
should become selfish, and very likely never think of God, and a better
world to come. As often when we have everything so smooth and luxurious, we cease to be grateful to the Being from whllnce it comes, until
Gods~nas us some trouble to remind us that Dotlting is la§ting in this
w?r!d; l!-ndl ij 1V1l W9ulq.. be happy, we ~:U13t learn to depe~Q. s0~lJ livon
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Him, and to live, thoug!). in this world, for anoth~r one. So affiict~on,
then, draws us closer~to Goel than ever, which must be for our peace.
Secondly, after we have experienced s,ome trial, and time has rQlled
along, bringing with it healing balm, hqw much more we appreciate those
things wjllch we should never have valued half so much before had it not
been for previous trouble.
Thirdly, anything' that brings us nearer to God must be for our eternal
happiness; so whenever we have any trial let us take it as coming from
Him for our benefit, and think that it is His love which has sent it; and,
although" heaviness may endure for a night, joy cometh in the morning."
As God is love, and, if He so loved the world as to give us His only-begotten Son to die for our iniquities, shall He not freely give us all temporal blessings; although not at the exact time when we wish for them
perhaps, yet let us never doubt, but comfort ourselves with the thought
that a time will come when we shall have all sorrows taken away, and
, all tears wiped from our eyes-not for our righteousness, but for the
tender compassion and merits of Jesus Ohrist, who suffered death that we
might have eternal life and everlasting happiness with Him. Yes, let us
be thankful, and, when we begin to complain of our miseries, rejoice that
we have so many mercies bestowed, the least of which we are unworthy
to receive.
M. H. L.
A WORD TO THE WEARY.
" La, I am with yOlt alway."-MATT. xxviii. 20.
OOME, then, troubled and perplexed one, write no more such bitter things
against yourself, and so dishonouring to Jehovah-Jesus, as to say, "The
Lord hath forsaken me, my God has forgotten me." "I will never leave
thee," is here again declared by Him who bore thy forsakings, carried
thy burden, wits afflicted in thy affliction, endured thy temptation, and
faced thy foe; for,
" In every pain that rends the heart
The Man of Sorrows had a part;
He sympathizes in thy grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
The weight and measure of thy heaviest trial, and the longest exercise of
thy faith, are apportioned by thy compassionate Lord; and, as the eye is
looking to Jesus, and you become as a little child to learn of Him, you
will realize this precious promise'; for the Spirit's testifying of the wor~
to thy soul must be as Jesus instructed His apostles, "He shall receive of
mine, and shew it unto you" (John xvi. 14). " He shall guide you into
all truth." The intricate path, as it may have been to fll'lsh and blood, ha.s
been, and still is, the leading by the right way-not a day lpnger th!j,!!was necessary were the children of Israel journeying in the wilderness....,it was at the set time their desert wanderings ceased, and so for thine encouragement, thy dear Lord gave thee thi§l word of hope and help, ~lways
present. Does it not ft~dmonish thee? Hpw ungrateful t!).y denials and
forgetfulnesses! Knowest thou lj.nything of David's wqrd for t!).1'l foe,
when, turning to the Lord, he said, again and again, "Wear!,! q:.'hine,"
"We are called by Thy name," "For Thy name's flake?" Ay, here is
the child's refuge whl'ln storms prevail-turning to the Lord with, "H~st
Tp,qy not sitid it? "" ~emeIl!b~r fhy ;wqra Hllto T4y ~errant l1PRn w4ich
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Thou hast caused me to hope," " 0 Lord, defer not for Thy name's sake,"
reminding the Lord of His own promise, and wrestling with Him "to
appear for our help," every foe within and without shall be vanquished,
and we become" more than conquerors through Him that hath loved us."
So, poor trembling one, may strength be perfected in weakness, that Christ
in thee the hope of glory-the living hope-the triumphing faith-the
unquenchable love-the chastened patience-the matured experience, may
witness to the grace of God in thee, as this blessed truth leads thee to
gain the precious hold on thy most "precious Christ, so that thy life witnesses,
. "Ascended now in glory bright,
Still one with us Thou art;
For life, nor death, nor depth, nor height,
Thy saints and Thee can part."
A PHILIPPIAN.

PERSONAL REOOLLEOTIONS.
To apprehend, admire, love, and prize the grace of God, as it dwells in the
Christ of God, the dispensatory Fountain and fulness of all grace; also, to
view grace as it hath been made to dwell, and is now seen to dwell, and
shine in and through the dear servants and ministers of Jesus Christ,
forms one part of the life, walk, and work of faith, while the redeemed are
journeying onward to join the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn, which are written in heaven.
Faith is a spiritual discerning faculty, or principle, put into the soul by
grace, for the declarative ends-honour, praise, and glory of grace. Love,
gratitude, thankfulness, owning, confessing, and witnessing for grace, are
the precious fruits of faith. Therefore, in whomsoever faith discovers the·
grace of God, whether it be in a twofold or fivefold measure, their discovery makes the heart of the beholder glad; as it is said of Barnabas,
that when he came to Antioch, and had seen the grace of God in the
Grecians, he was glad.
The late John 8ibree, of Frome, was a man in whom the grace of God
was seen to shine in its own pure and soul-gladdening glory. He was a
scribe, well instructed into the things of the kingdom of heaven, and brought
out of his treasure things new and old, but not old and new.
With your permission, dear Mr. Editor, the writer wishes to rescue from
oblivion the following anecdote, which ought, in this our day of superficial
formality, ease, and empty show of godliness, to be published through
the length and breadth of the land. The temptations and tribulations of
dear John 8ibree were manifold. It was in this school he was trained and
taught how to preach those precious home-truths, by which the flock of
slaughter has been fed in all ages; and, if the Lord's flock is again to be
seen fat and flourishing, it must be fed with the same clean provender.
For several years J. S. was confined to his room by a mental malady,
bordering upon insanity. After the Lord restored him, he came to London,
to supply for the Rev. R. Hill, at Surrey Chapel. When I think upon the
truthfulness and honesty of the dear man in his first sermon to Mr. Hill's
congregation, I am constrained to say, he was no trimmer or timeserver,
but a workman, rightly dividing the word of truth; studying to show himself approved Unto God, and faithful to the souls of men.
Methinks I hear and see h~ now while I am writing. At the close of
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his sermon, he made a long pause, shut his book, looked over the pulpit, and
said:" It is now five years since I was last with you, and occupied this pulpit.
During the month that I was here, I was sent for to visit a gentleman in
dying circumstances. When I was introduced into his bedroom, I found
several relations and friends present with him, consoling and trying to cheer
him. One of the company seemed to be the chief speaker, the rest endorsing what was spoken; and the dying man listened with eager attention.
. " 'Oh, sir,' said the speaker, 'you have no need to be afraid to die.
Remember you have been for many years a member of, and an ornament
to, Mr. Hill's church. You have been an indulgent husband, a kind
father, a good master, a faithful neighbour, and dutiful in all the relations
of life. There is no cause for you to fear death, but to die in peace,
resting assured that you will be received into the kingdom of heaven.'
"I heard all this," said Mr. So, " and much more in the same strain,
and I said within myself, 'You are all in the darkness of death; therefore
your blood be upon your own heads. I will not try to undeceive, but will
go, and leave you as I found you.' Well, I went towards the door, to
walk out of the room; but, oh, my conscience smote me, and I was constrained to return to the bedside, and say to the gentleman, 'Sir, I have
heard all that your carnal comforters have been telling you, but, so be sure
as the God of heaven is the God of truth, dying in the state you are now
in, you will be damned. The moment I had uttered the word' damned,'
a murmur of disapprobation was vented by all present; and they said,
I Oh, Mr. So, you bad man, how cruel you are to come here, and disturb
the repose of our dear dying friend. Do, sir, leave the room; and do not,
if you cannot speak words of comfort, try to distress the mind of a good
man in his dying moments.' Indeed, so urgent was the company for me
to leave the room, that I was rudely pushed to the door, and thrust out.
"' As I walked to my lodging, I thought, ' Well, this is harsh treatment,
for speaking the truth ;' however, I carried in my own bosom the sweet
reflection that I had through grace been enabled to act faithfully, as in the
presence of the Lord; and that I had done that which was pleasing to
Him, thoug:Q. it was displeasing to them.
" On the following day a messenger came, with a request that I would
again visit the same gentleman; accordingly I went, and had not waited
but a few minutes in the parlour before an aged lady came into me, and,
with a frowning countenance and in haughty tones, thanked me for calling, but that her husband must not be spoken unto by anyone, seeing the
physicians had given orders that he should be kept as quiet as possible;
so that with much cold formality I was bowed out of the house, and the
door was shut upon me.
" The day following, from the 'Same gentleman, a footman in livery called
upon me, complaining that his master had sent for me, and had been
greatly disappointed in my not going to see him. I told the man how I
had been treated at his master's the day before, and that I could not think
of going to visit, seeing there was a bar in the way that prevented me
having an interview. 'Sir,' said the footman, I I 'came direct to you
from my master's bedside, and my instructions are that I must not return
without you, but lead you into his presence.' When I understood how
the matter had been arranged, I accompanied the man, and was ushered
into the room to his master. After I had inquired why he should have
sent for me, he began to bewail his lost ,condition. He felt himself a
0
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guilty criminal before God; that God would be just in cutting him <!ff,
and appointing him his portion with hypocrites. The words which ,were
spoken at my first interview had, by the Holy Ghost, with heavenly life
and light, dropped into his heart, and brought him deeply, painfully; and
increasingly to feel himself a ruined sinner.
"Now," said the dear man of God, "my soul was filled with gladness;
my heart enlarged, my tongue unloosed, and mouth opened. I found the
ground was prepared.to receive the good seed of the kingdom for rootage,
and I began there and then to preach Jesus unto him, to his great astonishment, but confounding of his former would-be carnal comforters. And
oh, how greedily he drank in the cooling, cheering streams of salvation,
by the doing and dying of Jesus!
"I continued daily to visit him," said the preacher; "until the set time
arrived for the light-of grace to shine into his understanding, and the
love of God to be shed abroad in his heart. He then died in the triumphant assurance of faith, confessing to the glory and praise of grace, that
Christ had loved him and given Himself for him, an offering and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet-smelling savour, and that in that sweet-smelling
savour he should by J ehovah be accepted."
Here Mr. Sibree made another pause, and, looking round upon the congregation,- said, "From inward impressions I have been constrained
this night to mention the case of that gentleman, and that because I am
afraid there might be some present, who are under the same delusion.
Oh, it is a fearful thing to pride yourselves that all is right between God
and your souls, because of your membership with Mr. Hill, and that you
have been, and are, conscientious in performing the moral duties in the
several relations of husband, father, master, and neighbour. But let me
say to you, as I said to that gentleman, that, if you have no better foundation] to build your hopes upon for eternity,you will as surelyl be
damned as God is the God of truth.
"Sand, sand, sand," said the preacher, "all is shifting, slippery,
deceitful sand, only that foundation which God the Father hath laid in
Zion. .Build upon anything else, when the rain desce!lds-and descend
it will; the floods come, and winds blow-and come and blow they will ;
although your house, in your own and the eyes of others, might appear
beautiful, and much labour and cost might have been expended, yet it must
fall, and a great fall you will find it to be."
"Oh," thought I, "what faithfulness! here is no mincing; if any are
wounded, here is no healing the wound slightly. Indeed this is laying the
axe to the root, in harmony with the work of the Holy Ghost, as has been
described by the immortal poet:" That grace might reign in sov'reign sway,
And Jesus wear the Cl:OWn,
.
God to the root the axe shall lay,
And cut the sinner down.
" Stripp'd of the rags of self·conceit,
He feels himself undone,
And stoops to kiss the Saviour's feet, _
Without a fig-leaf on.
" His legal works, and deeds the best,
Are now in disesteem ;
For he must naked come to Christ,
BeditrtinstlN',
Qr farewell heav'n to him."
OLD PILGRIM.

---_. - - - - - - -

--
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TOPLADY'S HYMNS AND THE HYMNS OF WESLEY..
the hymns of Augustus Toplady and Oharles Wesley, when
viewed together; there is a remarkable similarity-a vein of thought, and
sometimes of expression, running through each of a kindred character, as
if they had tuned their harps together, while the Spirit of God prepared
their minds for the same divine theme; both struck their chords, and one
sang " Rock of Ages," the other, "Jesu, Lover of my soul:" which was
the better of the two? Each are so incomparable, it would be difficult to
answer; ilide'ed, we feel we could not do without either, for both breathe
out so freely and truly the yearnings, longings, and aspirations of a believer's spirit, that they possess a value unequalled perhaps by any hymns
extant. In looking into what are called "Wesley's Hymns," or a collection for the use of the people called Methodists, by John Wesley, 1779,
a: Oalvinist would naturally shrink from many of the broad Arminian
statements they contain, and to which the name of Charles Wesley is
affixed, not knowing that they had passed through the hands of the
elder brother, and were by him altered to suit his own unscriptural views,
from which the younger brother widely differed to the last. But Wesleyan
biographers take little or no notice of these facts, and, as Mr. Gadsby
informs us, the last thirty years of the life of the younger WeBley have
been inserted by them in about half-a-dozen lines, and he adds, "all these
things go to prove that Oharles was hardly considered one of them." It
may be interesting to compare a Jew of the hymns of these remarkable
men with each other, and the two already referred to will appear first.
Toplady's name can never die as long as " Rock of Ages" is sung, neither
that of Wesley, while" J esu, Lover of my soul," resounds from the voice
of th'B congregation.
"Rock of Ages, cleft for,me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood
Ftom Thy ,riven side which flowed
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and power."

BETWEEN

,';>-

.(

"Rock of Ages" is a scriptural expression (Isa. xxvi. 4, margin) : "cleft for
me," the type in Horeb, the Antitype at Oalvary j "Let me hide myself in
Thee," in the rock where Moses hid himself as Jehovah passed by (Exod.
xxxiii. 21, 22}j a" double cure," to come by" the water and the blood" (John
xix. 34).:...water to cleanse-blood to justify (1 John v. 6) from the guilt and
power of sin.
" J esu, Lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high!
Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide,
Till the storm of life be past!
Safe into the haven guide;
Oh, receive my soul at last."
"Lover of my soul," "who loved me" (Gal. ii. 20): "Let me to Thy bosom
fly," with wings like a dove, after which the soul of David yearned (Psa.
Iv'. 6): "While the nearer wdters roll," the rising waters drawing nearer
and nearer-at first reaching only to the ancles, and at last becoming a
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great river (Ezek. xlvii). "Hide me," said W esley; "Let me hide myself t'n
Thee," said Toplady.
TOPLADY.

WESLEY.

" Not the labours of my hands,
Can fulfil Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
C<7\lld my tears for ever flow;
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save and Thou alone."

" Other refuge have I none;
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, ah, leave me not alone,
Still support and comfort me.
All my trust on Thee is stayed,
All my help from Thee I bring;
Cover my defenceless head
With the shadow of Thy wing."
Work, zeal, tears, ever-flowing tears-nothing could atone for sin, and
none save but Jesus-such was Toplady's song; and the song of Wesley
the same, that he had no refuge but in that one salvation-that his soul
was helpless and hanging (a beautiful expression of dependence) upon
Jesus-that his head was defenceless, and he would hide it under the
shadow of the Redeemer's wings (Psa. xvii. 8).
The two next that may stand side by side are hymns of conflict, rich in
poetical merit-remarkably synonymous-each full of humility and godly
fear; if there is more liberty in one than the other, it is in Wesley's-only
a verse of each is given:TOPLADY.

j

WESLEY.

"Encompass'd with clouds of distress, "Tho' sorrowful, blest is the. man
Just ready all hope to resign,
Whose trouble is sent from above;
Awak'd by a visit of pain,
I pant for the light of Thy face,
And fear it will never be mine:
Chastised by omnipotent love;
The Author of all his distress
Disheartened with waiting so long,
He comes in afRiction to know,
I sink at Thy feet with my load;
And God he in heaven shall bless
All plaintive I pour out my song,
And stretch forth my hands unto
For all that he suffered below."
God."
There is a hymn of Wesley's exceedingly sweet, and highly spiritual,
upon the love of Christ, after which he is panting and coveting the
positions of Mary and John, the Saviour's feet and breast. Toplady has
one on the same subject, which does not fall so sweetly on the ear.
WESLEY.

" 0 Love divine, how sweet Thou art!
When shall I find my willing heart
All taken up by Thee?
I thirst, I faint, I die, to prove
The greatness of redeeming love,
The love of Christ to me.
" God only knows the love of God:
Oh that it now were shed abroad
In this poor stony heart!
For love I sigh, for love I pine;
This only portion, Lord, be mine,
Be mine this better part! "

TOPLADI'.

" Father, I want a thankful heart,
I want to taste how good Thou art,
To plunge me in Thy mercy's sea,
And comprehend Thy love to me,
The length, and depth, and breadth,
and height
Of love divinely infinite.
" 0 sovereign Love, to Thee I cry!
Give me 'l'hyself, or else I die;
Save me from death, from hell set
free:
Death, hell, are but the want of Thee;
My life, my crown, my heaven Thou
art·
Oh may'I find Thee in my heart !"
"The dying believer to his soul," is one of the most sublime of Toplady's
compositions, resembling in a great degree Pope's "Vital spark of

~

July I, 1867.]

377

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

heavenly flame i" he designates his soul by various titles-a deathless
principle-a native of the skies-a pearl of price-the body's guest and
'celestial tenant. Angels were hovering round the dying pillow, waiting
to catch the signal, and escort it safe to heaven-it was" to breathe itself
away," and go singing to its crown above! It need not" shudder to pass
the stream," for the "dying love of Jesus ') had stilled its tossing-made it
gentle a's a summer's eve i and never did an object of that love find shipwreck there. With this sublime hymn, Wesley's very popular one may
be placed, "Rejoice for a brother deceased i" thus they stand:TqPLADY.

WESLEY.

"Rejoice for a brother deceas'd,
Our loss is his infinite gain ;
A soul out of prison releas'd,
And free from its bodily chain;
With songs let us follow his flight,
And mount with his spirit above,
Escap'd to the mansions of light,
And lodg'd in the Eden of love.
" There all the ship's company meet,
Who sailed with the Saviour beneath;
With shouting each other they greet,
And triumph o'er trouble and
death.
The voyage of life's at an end,
The mortal afH.iction ,is past;
The age that in heaven they spend
For ever and ever shall last."
There are some brillIant thoughts in this hymn of Oharles Wesley ; the
soul bound by a bodily chain, and escaping to the Eden of love-flying
beyond the tempest, and leaving companions behind who are still toiling
and tossed on the sea. But in heaven" all the ship's company meet" (an expanaive and sublime id~a),all who sailed beneath with Jesus, for their
earthly voyage is at an end. Two masterly hymns from the pen of each,
and both highly popular, are now (partly) transcribed:" Deathless principle, aribe,
Soar, thou native of the skies;
Pearl of price, by Jesus bought,
To His glorious likeness wrought,
Go, to shine before His throne;
Deck His mediatorial crown;
Go, His triumphs to ,adorn,
Made for God, to God return!
" Shudder not to pass the stream;
Venture all thy care on Him;
Him whose dying love and power
Still'd its tossing, hush'd its roar;
Safe is the expanded W,;1ve,
Gentle as a summer's eve;
Not one object of His care
Ever suffered shipwreck there."

WESLEY.

TOPLADY.

" Come, ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known;
Join in a song of sweet accord,
While ye smround the throne.
Let those refuse to sing
Who never knew our God;
But servants of the heavenly King
May speak their love abroad.

*

*

*

*

*

" The men of grace have found
Glory begun below;
Celestial fruit on earthly ground
]h-om faith and hope may grow:
Then let our songs abound,
And every tear be dry;
We're marching through Immaiiuel's
. ground
To fairer worlds on high."

" Your harps, ye trembling saints,
Down from the willows take;
Loud to the praise of love divine
Bid every string awake.
" Though in a foreign land,
We are not far from home.
And nearer to our house above
We every moment come.
"His grace will to the end
Stronger and brighter shine;
Nor present things, nor things to
come,
Shall quench the spark divine.

*

*

*

*

*

" Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays himself on Thee;
Who wait for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall '1'hy salvation see."
FF
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There are many more of Toplady's hymns, as also Wesley's, much in
r~putatio:ri.' and of great ~erit: among those of the former, "Ye virgi,!1s
soulS, arise," "Thou Shepherd' of Israel 'divine," "When languot.iiand
disease'invade," "Immovable' our hope r'emains," &c. ; and of the 'll]Jtt'erp
"Lambeof God, whose dying love," "Love cdiviD'e/ all 'love excelll:Iig;r'p
"T~6u hid<Iel}': Source of ca-lill repose,"'" ·(Jome,' 0 thou traveller' uWT
kp:oWTI," &0.
".1
' ,',
"..'
,
'0
,But what may be styled Toplady's " great hymn," and which all lovers
of free grac~'especially delight in, is, "A'debtdr tb mercy' 'alone." "Oh,"
said/a Oalvinistio, minister, "wherever'I' go 'to preach,' I)ook the first
thing'to see whether this hymn is in the selection put into my hand, and,
if there, I know the compiler is sou.nd;" it is indeed a rich display of
Gospel grace and poetic beauty. But there is oneaf Oharles Wesley's that
may stand by its side, "Head of the Ohurch triumphant." " This
noble hymn," says Mr. Miller (in his book-entitled, "Our Hymns, their
Authors and Origin "), "appeared in 1745, in 'HymnsfoTtimes of 'brouble,' "
and'adds," It is worthy of Luther." In conclusion these two gems appear
together' : TOPLADY.

WESLEY.

" A debtor to mercy alone,
, ' Of covenant mercy I sing,
Norfear, with Thy righteol).sness on,
. My person and. offerings to bring:
- The terrors of law and of.God
With me can have nothing to do;
My,Saviour'!lobedie:p.ce and blood
, ,.Hide all my transgressions from
view.
".,
"'1'he work whichHis goodness began,
The arm of His strength will com~ . plete;,
, His promise is, Yea and Amen,
'" And never was forfeited yet;
Things future, nor things that are
- now,
Not all thi)lgs below nor above,
Can,make Him His purpose forego,
t '0;.: s~ver'rii.Y sbul frow His love.

" Head of the Ohurch triumphant,
" We joyfully adore Thee;
Till Thou appear Thy members' here
Shall sing like those in glory 1·
We lift QUI' hearts and,voices
With blest anticipation,
And,cryaloud, and give to God
The praise of our salvation.

<

"While in affiiction's furnace,
And passing thro' the water,
His love we praise who knows our
ways,
Who :Qought His Church, and
sought her.
We lift our hands, exulting
In Thine Almighty favour;
The love divine that made us Thine
Shall keep us Thine for ever.
" The world, with sin, and Satan,

'~Myriam~fro~thepalms'ofHishands . 1p. vain our march opposes;
~:

. Eternity wilt not erase;
We shall, by Thee, break thro' them
"Impress'deon His heart it remains
'
all,'
, Tnmarli:sof indelible grace;
And sing the song of Moses.
And, if Thou count us worthy,
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
. As sure as the earnest is givel1';
We each, as dying Stephen,
More happy, but not more secure,
Shall see Thee stand at God's right
. The ,glorified spiIiits in heaven."
hand,
,.
And take us up to heaven."
-But these" sweet psalmists of Israel" have long passed out· of our
world, and are singing betteJ; songs above; not one discordant note there,
and only one theme, one united' chorus, "Worthy is the Lamb," whom
. TojJlady beholds as the "·Rock of Ages," and Oharles Wesley as "Head
of the OhU'fc~, trir/twphant." "
-"
'
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"COME TO JESUS."
"STRANGE that the offer of this gift-rest in Christ-should be rejected
by.sinners, though the terms are so easy: 'Come unto me, all ye that are
weary. and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.'" So spake the
preacher; .nor was he alone in his statements: he only echoed the voices
of multitudes in our day, who counsel the dead sinner to do the work of
the Holy Ghost.
Now let us look a little into this popular doctrine of an offered salvation. Where, we ask, is the warrant for such an expression? And,'
taking the -whole scope of Scriptu.re, where do we find any such doctrine?
The'salvation of a sinner is a gift, not an offer; nor is the word once applied to Christ with respect to His person or work. "God so loved t4~
world, that He gave His only-begotten Son." Ohrist is called God's unspeakable Gift; and Ohrist's discourses concerning His work never hint at
an offer, but invariably declare all He effects in the heart of a sinner is by
gift: "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me." "Ifthouknewest
the gift of God, thou wouldest have asked of Him, and He would have
given thee living water." "My sheep hear my voice, and I give unto
them eternal life." There is nothing proposed or offered to man by God
connected with soul matters. We have in the word but one instance of
God making an offer to man, which was in the' case of David; .he was
given his choice or-one of three calamities-the sword, the pestilence, or
famine. There are not many who would willingly accept of these kind of
offers; but from. cover to cover of the Scriptures we search in vain
for any authority to ground what is popularly termed "offers of salvation." Our limits forbid us to do more than refer our readers to their
conco~dance in proof of this assertion. An offer implies power to choose
or reject; and to establish this power as the prerogative of man, is the
root of Arminianism; whereas the truth is, man has lost all power to
choose what is good, being <:lead in trespasses and sin, and has only a
natural will derived from Adam, that is free only to choose evil. Hence
the only'plan that meets the sinner's case is g~ft; and, to have a heart
made sensible of the need of God's Gift, Ohrist Jesus, is to have spiritual
life: and to such Ohrist says, "I give unto them eternal life, and they
shall never perish."
The offer of salvation alters, if we may so say, the relative position of
God and the sinner; making God the Suppliant and man the superior, as
capable of resisting the will of J ehovah. These plentiful offers being
scornfully rejected or carelessly slighted, bespeak power on the wrong
side. ~ut we hold fast by Scripture, which declares, "My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure."
Further, we would examine the words of the preacher: "It is strange
that sinners should reject salvation." Do such divines-and their name
is legion-in very deed, believe the doctrine of total· depravity? Do they
know what it is to have the fountains of the great deep broken up in their
own breast, and to see there nothing but wreck and ruin? Preachers
who make these liberal offers of salvation are forgetful of what they once
·were, and what man is, Destitute of grace, he is blind, he is deaf,-!le is
dead in trespasses and. sins. Hence there is nothing strange to the Spirittaught sDul in the enmity of the unrenewed sinner. They remember their'.
natural hatred to God and godliness, before the new life of grace was
communicated to them; and, as they increase in spiritual knowledge of
FF2
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their own deep depravity, the danger is of being sceptical as to the J;'ea,lity
of a work of grace on others. True, ung.er the first awakenings of: dixine
life there is something so new, so attractive; so precious, in the GosRel,
. that through the influence of this young love the, lambs of the flock ll-lie
ready to say with the poet" All over glorious is my Lord;
He is beloved, and yet adored;
His worth if all the Ilations knew,
Sure
the whole world would love Him too."
,
This sentiment finds an echo in the memory of living souls. A child Of
God under t~e glowing influence of first love, thinks: ip quite enough to
spread, out hIS new-found treasure before others, to ensure th.e desire to
become possessed of similar wealth, But before long he learns his mistake, and, as he is led deeper into the truth of God experimentally, he
finds the old doctrine of total depravity bars the way. There is no beauty
in Christ for the natqral mind to desire Him. Fallen man has neither
ears, nor eyes, 11,01' heart to receive spiritual impressions; hence, says our
Lord, ',' Ye must be born again," "Where the word of a king is, there
is power," He speaks, and it is done. "My sheep hear my voice, and
they follow me." Nor is it effected by offers and invitations, but by
command; and, when He says to a poor weary and he\l-vy-l~den sinner,
"Gome unto 111e," ther,e is no ,resistin'g I;I:is word, "They ,shall' come
that were r?ady, to perish." Man may bid his fellow-mQrt'aI' cOI11e to
Jesus to the" day of doom, but that· will not bring him., It'is Christ's
command, Christ's authority, Christ's voice, that meets the sinner's case,
and shows who al'e the objects of coveria11,t love, "The election hath obtained it, the rest were blinded."
,
,Popular preachers are wo'nt to tell their people in words similar to
this: "That the terms are so easy-' Come unto me, and I will give
you rest '~that sinners have nothing to do but just to come as they are,"
Well, we are quite willing to admit it is easy when the Lord works in us
the grace to come to Jesus, and gives us the donation of rest. The burden
then falls off the back; the prisoner's chains are loosed; the captive is
set free. But God, in effecting this, makes no terms with the sinner;
there is no bargain struck between man and his Maker. When Jesus is
revealed, it is by the sovereign efficacious power of God the Spirit, according to the purpose of' the Father and the ~ork of the Son; but in this act
of grace the sinner has no share; he takes no active part: he is only the
, empty and passive recipient of God's free bounty. The law 8~YS, "Do,
and liv!3;" but the Gospel has no terms-no conditions.
" Grace finds the sinner dead in sins,
\ And grace completes what grace begins."
Divines, who in qur day turn Gospel into law, by telling sinners to
come to Jesus, to believe, and be saved, and such like, are worse than
Egyptian taskmasters. The poor 'Hebrew might, perchance; find a wisp
of straw; but where are we to find faith? And where is the commonsense of those who tell dead people to go and find it?
, "But," say some, "what is to become of the great mass of evangelicals
if this sort of preaching is wrong?" In reply, we say, Many of this sort
have gone, and others are going, the road to Rome. Freewillism lies at
the base of Popery, and th(3 pr~ctice is an easy transition when the doc-
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trine is wrong. But with-persons we have nought to do: "Let God be
true, and every man a liar." Again, some will say, "God blesses their
testimony, and is not this a proof that it cannot be so erroneous after all?"
Now, first, we deny that God blesses error. God is not the Author of
confusion; and, if we could bring up to the bar of truth every converted
sinner that ever lived to tell his o;wn story, we firmly believe not one
saved soul would declare he came to Christ because he was told to come;
or he believed because he was told he ought to believe; or received
liberty because he was told he ought to rejoice. Moreover, sick and
dying beds tell the truth; and, however cumbered with Arminianism in
life, it is all dropped when sinners are about to enter the presence of the
Lord. Their testimony then is all on the side of truth. Christ first and
Christ last is their 'dying cry. When the terrors of the law are honestly
preached, God makes use of this method oftentimes to alarm sinners, if
the set ,time is come for their conversion. The Lord makes use of His
law to show them their need of the Gospel; but this is quite a different
thing to the guileful orations of the day, which dazzle poor fallen sinners
with --the vain hope they have power to accept an offered salvation, and
to come to Jesus when it is quite convenient. That God owns the bits of
truth preached amid the awful proportion of error, we do admit: The
flock of slaughter .is supported oftentimes by morsels sparingly administered Sunday mornings, and more plentifully dealt out week evenings;
but, though, from such poor fare, what can we expect but starved sheep?
Thus by the prophet of old, God denounced the shepherds in Ezekiel's
day: "As for my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden with your
feet; and they drink that which ye have fouled with your feet."
"But," say these popular divines, in their coaxing way, "what so
sweet as rest for the weary? And what can be more simple and easy than
the way Christ has Himself set forth-' Come unto me ?'"
We fearlessly
declare God-taught souls never say such things when under the Spirit's
teaching; and, if they do, woe betide them, for they lie against their
right. What! do they forget the sorrow, and fear, and hard bondage,
wherein they were made to serve while, under the fear of damnation, they
toiled for life? Do they forget the wormwood and gall of unpardoned
sin, the lashings of conscience, and the terrors of the law, while they
groped for the wall as the blind? If at this juncture they had' been
told that to come to Jesus was easy, and they had only to believe and
find. peace, we can well imagine their feelings as described by a poor
seeking soul who said it was like rubbing salt and vinegar into a fresh
wound. The ignorant we feel compassion for; but those who know
better and deal deceitfully with souls, will find it solemn work when God
"lays judgment to the line and righteousness to the plummet." There
are multitudes of intelligent, clear-sighted men who ~schew what is yea
and nay in secular affairs. This honesty we plead for in spiritual matters,
so tbat the Gospel may be recognized by its proper meaning-Good news,
or glad tidings of a full, finished, unconditional, and sovereign salvation,
revealed by the Spirit to sinners chosen in Christ before the world began.
L.
A MAJ."" may b~ a great natural thinker; and yet not be a spiritu"al drinker.
It is not said that the Lord will make His people tMnk of the river of His
- pleasure; but drink thereof. Thinking of water would not satisfy a thirsty
man, no, he must drink of it in order to be satisfied. So with the child of God. "

/

ROYAL COMMISSION ON RITUALISM.

OUR readers will have learnt from the papers of the appointment of a
Royal Commission upon the subject of Ritualism. Inasmuch as the
Government itself is in favour of the High Church party, and the majority
of the Commissioners of like sympathies, we expect nothing but the very
worst results frpm their deliberations. So far from putting down Ritualism,
or purging the Protestant Church of this Protestant land from Popish
innovations, we fear encouragement will be given to those who are prepared to attach both our Church and our country to that accursed Romanism,
against which they have pledged themselves to protest. It is an awful
consideration that such men as the Bishops of Oxford and Salisbury should
connive at and countenance Popery in the way they do. Could their own
predecessors speak, what would they say? How can the former contemplate the monument of the martyred Bishops in his own town of Oxford;
or has the latter read the inscriptions upon the walls of his own cathedral ~
What a fearful day of reckoning awaits men professing one thing and
practising another. Was it, we ask, with or without cause that the fires
of Smithfield and Oxford and Gloucester were lighted? Was it fanaticism
or faithfulness that prompted a Latimer and a Hooper and a Ridley, and
men of kindred stamp and kindred principles, to "count not their lives
dear unto them, so that they might finish their course with joy, and the
ministry which they had received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel
of the grace of God?" If they have them at hand, we would advise our'
readers to turn.to some of the letters of these martyred men. We would
have them contemplate their courag'e and their zeal and their utter indif~
ference to all personal considerations, as they stand before their accusers,
and espouse and vindicate that truth in whose cause and for whose sake
they are about to suffer. As one reads such testimonies, in all their boldness and unflinching power, one asks, "Where are the men now-a-days
to speak and to act thus? Where is the zeal for God and truth? Where
is th~ solid principle of good old George the Third, 'I can lay my head
upon a block,. but I cannot break my coronation oath?'" Puny mindedness-a love of ease-a miserable expediency, are now the predominating
so-called principles of men in place and power; and, to gratify these, they
are sacrificing both Church and country.
'
We had occasion, a short time since, to join a large deputation in waiting upon the Premier, to remonstrate upon the proposed taxing of the
various charities and schools of our land. Among the ord-er of procedure,
at a previous meeting, was the appointment of the pervert Manning, as
one of the three or four speakers on the occasion. We trembled for the
Protestantism of our land, when a speaker was put down for venturing to
call in question the propriety of the advocate and abettor of another
system-one foreign to our own constitutional principles-being chosen to
take so prominent a part in the proceedings. And, when at length the
Cardinal did address himself to the Prime Minister, it was with the smooth,
oily tongue and the flattery of speech that his Church knows how to assume
when it answers her purpose.
If men of the present day want to know what the true spirit of Popery
is, they need not even take the trouble to turn back to the page of history.
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Our own times will speak. ,Look at the.recent ~o:ings in Ireland, in spite of
the leniency shown to the condemned Fenians. Mark the ri.ots at Birmingham, where a poor miserably"deluded populace are prepared to kill,and
even to die, rather than that ·80 spirit of inquiry should he "allowed, a:p.d
all this, not in Spain, or Portugal, or even in Ireland, but in ille v...e.ry
centre of Protestant England. A force of up;w:ards of 1,000 strong is
required to protect one solitary lecturer.
Of a very different order has been the spiJ:it recently manifested at Plymouth. There the Rev. Mr. Acworth was called upon to show cause, at a
meeting consisting of about a thousand persons, why he was inhibited from
preaching in the Bishop of Oxford's diopese, and why a similar prohibition
was adopted by the Bishop of Exeter. In a clear, full, and manly _statement, the rev. gentleman proved to the satisfiwtion ofthe entire meeting\
that the course taken against him was in consequence of his having called
attention to the Ritualistic or Romish doings in Oxford. The Protestant
spirit exhibited by that meeting was admirable, proving that neither
Bishops nor clergy shall be allowed, without protestation and effort to tha
contrary, to carry back our Church and nation to the dark days and dark
deeds of Romanism. If such Bisnops and such clergy must have thePapacy;
let them have the common honesty to withdr.aw from the Protestant
Ohurch of England, and avow themselves to be what in heart they are..
We spent an hour or two at Poi·tsmouth, the other day, and of a sua·
den saw approaching, as we thought, a young Romish priest. Just, however, as we came up with him, his significant glance at us led to the
recognition of a once-promising young man. But some four or five years
ago; he was professedly a zealous inquirer after truth. His desire for the
ministry had been encouraged by friends. He went to Oxford, drank
_deeply into the spirit thap pervades, alas! but too many there, and is now
come. out a Ritualist of deepest dye. Poor hapless young man!' how fatal
will be th'e consequences, unless God sovereignly interpose. Far, far
better follow oneis whole family to the grave, than see them drink into the
awful soul-and-body-destroying spirit of this Popish age.
W estrongly recommend to our readers a publication just started, and
edited with great Protestant zeal and talent, entitled THE WILTSHIRE
PROTESTANT BEACON.
We rejoice also in the noble Protestant stand made by that well-con-'
ducted journal, the Cdy Press. It frequently contains leading articles of
considerable Protestant perception and power.

'Q!;gt Qtriumugs of ®rtttt llher

~tath

anh tY·t ®rahe;

OR, WHISl'ERS FROM: THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERVANTS.

.

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace."-PSALnIxxriii.37.

i'VICTORY, VICTORY THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB."
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR Sm,-Notwithstanmng my conscious want of -ability fOl~ such a
task, I will, at your request, endeavour to write a few particulars respecting the happy deathbed of ~ur late dear friend, Mrs. Gale.
.,
My first visit to her was on the 6th of last ~ ovember, as I had not l'leard
6f her serious illness until a few days before that date. She was-then"so
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weak, and h'er cough so harassing, that I thought she could not live mahy
days, .especially when she informed me her physfcian had told' her; tITat.in
one cif her violent fits of coughing, 'hlBIIiorrhage might take place, and death
follow in a few minutes. I visited her frequently from that period up to
the time of her death, which took place on the eVilning of the 1st May;:
Her faith and trust in her Saviour was firm 'and unwavering, her resigna-·
tion.anq. patience wonderful... Death had no terrors for her; on the con-trary, she was cheerful, and wished those who visited her to be so too, as
shet said she knew the change which was so soon to take place would be a
glorious one for her. Her whole trust was in her Saviour's blood, and in
Him and Hi~ righteousness alone she trusted for salvation.
On visiting her. one evening, after she had passed a night and a day of
.much suffer4ng, +, said to her, "lam very sorry to hear that you, suffereg
so much sinc~ I'~aw you last." To which she replied," Oh, I cannot tell
YO:l'what a; glorious night it has been to me. Ohrist has been constantly
present 'fitl:J. ~e, bringing to my mind all the precious and cheering promise~ I hav,!l re?-~ in His word."
On another similar occasion, when she was very weak and much ex·hausted with previous suffering, she said to me, on my appearing grieved
about her: "Oh, I am so glad you did not come last night, for I know
my'sufferings would ~ave pained you, had you witnessed them; but GoCl
forbid that I should wish or pray for one pain or one pang less. I know
· that God'is doing it for my good, and that He is preparing me for Himself.?' :

r

~

(;L

I

-

~ N.otwithstanding her extreme and long-protracted bodily suffering and

weakness, I have never heard her utter a single word of complaint or impatience.· She was naturally of a most amiable temper and disposition.
It was by her .own wish that the first verse of the beautiful hymn,
" All hail the powe! of J esu's name,"
and the sweet promise, ',' The blood of Jesus, His Son, cleanseth us from
all sill," were inscribed on her memorial cards. She told me all her
prayers we,re answered, and she was constantly blessing and praising God
for His goodne~s to her. On such occasions, her whole countenance would
brighten,uPrwith joy .and tha:Ilkfulness. She told me she could not even
ta~e.Jl~r ffi.Eildicine,without every time thanking .God for it. One night she
· saia t~ime.) '~O~, I.am so sorry, and I 80 much regret that since my conversion ~I did not mo+~ openly proclaim my dear S.aviour's love and con·
descfins~oA to us poor unworthy sinners."
Qn the night of the 2nd of April, she was so ill, that we took a most
affec~g le~v.eof each other, as we then thought for the last time on earth,
when sh!l said tome, "I~am going home, God Almighty bless you." I
r~plied, "8-09- gr!tnt, ,if ;1:. am not again to have the privilege of meeting
you on ~~rth"thlj,t I may be 'f0rthy to meet you in heaven, on which she
iIIUI;J.ediately corrected me by saying, "You never can be worthy, except
fur,,01tgh j'iour_ Rede~mer's merits; trust in them alone, and then we ar,e
s.ufe to hav:e a. joyful meeting in heaven." All our partings, from that
o9c,asion up to the time of her death, were equally affecting, as we thought
each w.oll1d be' the last. She told me that she had related her wonderful
dream tOdYO~, a,rtd she attributed her first serious thoughts on religious
:r;nattfjr,s to yqur m,inistry, under God, in the wooden church.
• ~ losi~g !J.er,/I feel that I have lost one of my best and truest earthly
friends.. God grant, that amidst the cares and trials of life, I may never
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forget.the pious e'X;ample she has set me; and, when it is His will to call
metfJ;Om ,time -to eternitj, I too rp.ay be ready and prepared to obey the
summons.
I am, dear sir, yours very truly,
S. B.
[We regret much that we saw but once during her last illness the subject C!f the foregoing sketch. At the time her only child-a darling boy---":
was suffering from a bilious attack; and, as we sat by their bedside, we were
greatly'struck with the perfect calmness and supernatmal composure 'in
which she spolie'of her removal from earth and her leaving, in a dark and
drear and desolate world, that dear little-fatherless one-soon tp be an orphan
indeed ! We have used the word supernatural, for we felt it was so. We
were convinced that it was God-and God alone-who could enable her
to feel and to testify as she did. The Lord, moreover, was pleased so
graciously to commune with her, bringing up, as she said, in sweet a~d
blessed review, texts and sermons long since heard. The particulars of
the dream' to'which our correspondent has referred, have passed away from
our mind, except in so far that we remember her to have stated that it had
directed her mind, and subsequently her steps, to our temporary churck;
where the Lord was pleased afterwards graciously to feed her precious and
immortal SOUl.-ED. ]
.
. '~
TRIUMPH OVER DEATH.
2, Maitland Pal-k Villas, Haverstock Hill.

My DEAR FRIEND,-As a few weeks have passed away since my beloved
husband was taken from me, I will now try and give you some account of
his last illness and death, as I believe many of his friends at Millingford
wil). rejoice to hear" that at evening-time it shall be light." During his
long and suffering illness, he was in much felt darkness and gloom of mind,
and often asked me to read to him, sometimes a few hymns, though the
Bible was the only book he really cared to hear read, which his anxious
remarks fully testified, as, " Oh, that I were Lazarus, carried by the angels
into Abraham's bosom." "I have no fear of death." And"then would he
call on the Lord in solemn prayer, to remove the darkness that surrounded
him,- and manifest pardon and peace to his soul, through the precious
blood of Ohrist. He bore all his sufferings without a murmur 01' com:
plaint, lying passive in -the hands of his covenant God, in perfect resignation to His holy will. - I will now endeavour to describe (though I feel
how faintly it must be) his blessed entrance into glory, which was on my
birthday. His speech was apparently gone; we could no longer understand even what he wanted. This was indeed a trial to me. I could never
expect to hear that dear voice again, but, about two hours before he was
taken to glory, he turned to me, and said, "I am not rejoicing in Ohrist;
but in hope of the glory of God." Then, waiting a few moments, and,
looking'upward with, a countenance full of joy and peace, in a clear, distinct voice, exclaimed, "Joy unspeakable, and full of glory." Raising
both arms, "I am filled with wonder. Wonderful, let me go, let JPe g? !
My sins, my sins are all forgiven me; blotted out, to be remembered no mOlJe
for ever, for ever, for ever;" repeating this three times. He then sank back,
saying, "Rock of Ages, Rock of Ages!" I endeavomed to finish the
verse, but he felt on that blessed Rock Ohrist Jesus, and needed no cry
for shelter. His son, who had be~n kneeling on the bed, then got off, and
went out of the room; when he turned to me, and said, ," Nothing earthly;
nothing earthly." The meaning of ~hese words were, he cOlU'd now even
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give us up, the thought of which had, in his long illness, caused him so
much distress. After this gracious appearing, on our behalf, as well as
his, he never spoke or moved till he.entered into glory.
Ah, my. dear friend, I feel, while I am writing, it is his eternal gain';
but our greatest and most bitter loss-such a husband and a father.
I daily feel the lamentation of the Ohurch, "How is she become ail a
widow!" The Lord alone, whose gracious presence so supported my mind,
and strengthened me to nurse him to the last, and follow his dear remains
to the tomb, at Kensal Green Oemetery, can give me resignation to His
perfect will. Yours, my dear friend, in the path of tribulation,
MARIA OLOWES.

Thomas Olowes, of Haverstock Hill, Hampstead, who was taken from
this world, and entered into glory, February 17th, 1867, Aged 78 years.
[Until the preceding letter came 'to hand, we had concluded that the
beloved one of whom it treats had long since gone to his rest. Well do
'we remember him, as one of the most devoted and attentive hearers at
Gower Street Ohapel, in dear HENRY FOWLER'S time. They have now
met before the throne, together with very many who were at that time
fellow-worshippers in this vale of tears. May the Lord continue to sustain the bereaved widow, and give her, together with our readers at l.{l.i'ge,
the cheering conviction, "that they without us should not be made perfect. ,j
Yea, may we all rejoice in the mercy.
"Are we not tending upwards too,
As fast as time can move?
Nor do we wish the haUl'S more slow;
To keep us from our love."
Oh, what unspeakable blessedness-what light, what glory, what eternal
and uninterrupted triumph and rejoicing, awaits multitudes now on pilgrimage through the waste howling wilderness! And how will the bliss
be enhanced, by contrast with the sorrows and the sufferings here, when
"God [even our own God] shall wipe away all tear(from off all faces."
Yea, then, shall indeed be most blessedly realized what the dear departed
ones often used to sing of in the aforenamed sanctuary" Eternal joys shall soon repay
The sQrrows of the good old way."
EDITOR.]
THE SWE,ETS OF MEROY; OR, THE DYING NOTES OF A
GLORIFIED SOUL.
_ [THE annexed letter is from the pen of an old and much-valued friend.
Wonderful were the dealings of the Lord with him. After gTeat success in
the mercantile world, it pleased God that he should encounter the most
signal reverses. Our acquaintance with him commenced just about the
time when he was thus called to suffer; and we recollect his making this
, observation, "I am got beyond prayer," intending to convey the idea that
he believed trial in the flesh, in the form of business failure, was so inevi-table, that he could no long'er ask the Lord to aVl;lrt it. However, it pleased
God to be bet'ter to him than his fears even in this 'respect; for, although
the l'"iei.s came, and he was brought down, yet it was but the harbinger of
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rest-uninterrupted. and eternal. Whilst matters were pending, and principally in the hands of a son, who had for some time taken the more active
part in business, the dear servant of God was mingling with some of his
brethren. Taking cold (if we remember rightly) after leaving a heated
room, he was laid upon a sick-bed. It was at this time we realized a wondrous spirit of prayer on his behalf. The words, "Bring forth your strong
arguments, plead with me," cam~ with such remarkable power, and, by
the precious dew and unction of the Holy Ghost, we felt enabled -to ply the
throne of grace with the word the Lord Himself had thus put into our hands and within our heart. The Lord's way of answering prayer in this
case was by taking His servant promptly and effectually out of the turmoil
and the travail of the wilderness. His was a blessed and a timely translation. N ever do we remember so to have rejoiced in the conquest and
full and final deliverance 'of a fellow-pilgrim and brother in the Lord. We
are writing this after an interval of more than twenty years; the letter subjoined having unexpectedly pres.ented itself, and thus serving to recall the
facts to which we have adverted. We cannot close without adding, that
the son to whom we have alluded, in his anxiety to relieve his father's
mind in regard to business engagements and responsibilities, was privileged to apprize him, just prior to his beloved parent's passing away, that
those mercantile matters were satisfactorily arranged.
Reader, how does the recollection of one and another and another of
our beloved correspondents being thus taken home, remind us of our own
mortality! How soon must the hand that now traces these lines be laid
cold and stiff, and the eye that now follows what the pen notes down, be
closed, in the long, long sleep of death. It must be so. It is an undoubted,
incontrovertible reality. Of what matter, then, the little trials, the tiny
troubles, the trifling vexations of the way, if so be that the Lord is but
pleased to keep us clinging to Himself, and vouchsafing to us strength,
patiencej submission, and causing the little' residue of one's days to be
spent more entirely in His service, and to His glory, so that at length,
however vile and however worthless and unworthy, through rich and free
and sovereign, mercy, the "Well done, good and faithful servant, enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord," may be heard ?-EDITOR. ]
.

Blackheath, Janual'y 16, 1843.

My DEAR B:ROTlIER,-Mtel' writing many letters to you in my mind, and
certain'things dwelling on it for the matter of them, which, I fear, are now in
some measure lost, their power and savour vanished, at length I take up my'
pen thus·early in my partial retirement from the cares, toils, and losses of a
mercantile life, not certainly without shame; for my conscience has often
smitten me, especially when our beloved sister F-- has repeatedly spoken to _
me on this hea,d, and when thinking on these warm and to me gratifying terms
of brotherly love, used by you in your letter to her, and for which I tender
you my most hearty and cordial thanks. Excuses I might urge for my delay
in not discharging a debt of love, but everything of that kind is vain, though
broken bones would not only excuse but disqualify; and at times, though
saved, healed, and even in a faint measure healthy, I have been ready to say
with Jeremiah, " My flesh and my skin hath He made old: He hath broken
my bones" (Lam. iii. 4). This state leaves little power to write, or even to
speak; but the Lord hath most graciously manifested Himself to me more
frequently than of late: He hath healed all my diseases; forgiven all my
sins; crowned me with lovingkindness and tender mercies; and satisfied my
soul with good; so that my youth has been renewed li~e the.eagle's (Psalm ciii.)
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J1). thi'l Wl1y.)phf Lor.d hath made my, flesh fresher tI:an in childhoo.d,

l..

and I ~a~e
returned. to the days of II!Y youth. See those beautIful find splenald passages m
J o.b, XXlfiii. 13-35; and xxxvi. 5-16. The Lord effectually and mightily 'bring
us out of all our own st1'ait places into His own large rooms and b1'oad places,
ev:en into His own eternal. love, in its clearest discoveries, its sweetest and
-fullest ~njoyments : Himself the place of broad rivers and streams. Acceptance
in the Belov~d On~, full, free, and everlasting pardon of all sins, past, present,
rand future; perfect and glorious righteousness, with all: the aboundings and
super<tbound,ings of Divine grace-and then to have these, and a thousand
more of the great and good .things of our merciful and propitious Father, our
.cQ:venan~ J.ehovah, set upon the fleshly table of a believing heart, which would
tjlus be full and filled with fatness; 'yea, perfectly satisfied as with marrow and
fatness, wines on the lees well refined, and made to drink abundantly of the
rivers of God's pleasures.
Often, when entering Greenwich Park, through what is vulgarly called
"The Ass's Gate"-a name suited to fallen and would-be-wise men, to those
foolish things qhosen t9 conf,ound the wisdom of the world-have I been led
to, b~hold J elmS; the only Way, the only Door for poor sinners to enter by,
and Iha,ve s[Lid fl'om my heart, If there were a thousand others, I would reject
th.em all, renounce them entirely, crying, "None but Jesus; Christ only, and
~alone.". In Him justice is satisfied, the law magnified, sin put away, every
pebble removed that would obstruct the entrance and the salvation of the
greatest sinners; there is no occasion for wretched bankrupts and miserable
insolvents to. bring, anything, or to try and propitiate the offended majesty of
the God of love and 'mercy, for He h ..th declared Himself well pleased in His
Bon. many times, and He .has manifested this in millions of instances. When
,Jesus, who keeps the),ey, opens the door, the Blessed Spirit, the Holy Dove,
the heavenly Comforter, the Testifier and Glorifier of Christ, gives entrance,
by working ~aitg, qaul;ling vus to abound in hope, or enriching us with the
9,qmforts of lote.. ';rhe bleak and barren heath, the dreary desert of one's own
C01TUpt he~trt and depraved nature (the most fruitless spot, the most vile and
wretcbed place my eyes ever beheld, or my thoughts pictured), is sensillly
exchanged for the garden of the Lord~ the very Eden and Paradise of God;
joy..and gladness are found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody.
Thus has the Lord at times privileged me through rich grace to enter and
range,in th~ pal'k of His pleasures, freely granting me admittance into the
palace of His presence, by, in, and through Jesus; enabling me to worship
nHim in the temple of His holiness, and vouchsafing unto the blindest and
;nipst ~n~o..thy of. mOl·tals, some faint and short vie.ws of Him on the throne
9.~ JIl~ glory.:f §y.rely, ,my Si.ear brother will say, It ~s good to be he.re. Indeed
lit .1¥~;,ia~i;tzYlllmo.re. 1>2; nO,t only.to ha,:e such blessmgs and such VIews, but (0
. ~njoy~t~fl~lf~ ~nd !?reta~tes of th18 cOIIllng an~ future glory; to have Jesus sup
_with,1,1s>aIJ.sl "\'Ye,wlth Him, as a sure and certam pledge that by and by we shall
oe found· J welcome guests at the marriage supper of the Lamb. And, as He
~ovel;carri'e' 3J.1" our ~nemies, so will He conquer tbem all in us, and for UE, and
~=:t}l;e . Plfll~qt"'J 'Yeak;g.<:~fl n;rore than a conqueror too; so th~t th~ fainte~t
and [fef1Ble~~ ~f,j~4e .flock.. of Jesus must be fo: ever sea;ted WIth Hl~ on HIS
.l ~hrone.1 of glory everh~stmg. Amen. So be It. Let It be estabhshed for
-,ever!
• 'Vf.hen thus enabled to pass the heath and enter the park, I walk and talk
bi:Witll J ~sus, see.Him through His windows, or through His own latticework;
r aiid, n:iay-I,~ot say, as I have often said, Greenwich Park is a thousand times
~re lnine than its rightful owner,Her Majesty, Queen Victoria:s? Literally,
~:sh~'~a~'no ,eJ;lJ.oy)llent of it compared with me, and, spiritually contemplated,
.t~th<jl- dispa\'ity is still more in my favour.. How much better is it to have it
3.jlllaitli,rthan that she should confer the actual possession of it on me, and all
" the crown lands dependent upon it, legally or by Act of Parliament; as in
~ that 'ca~e;~ar)thousandto one if it did not involve me in sin, guilt, and misery,
"80 a~ to~inake ~e amost wretchfld mortal in this world, and inflict eternal dam-
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nation on my soul in the next! What thanks should we ~'ender unto the Lord
for- not putting us off with a portion in 'this life! 'or letting us settre on, "and
find 'pur home in, tJie vain and empty baubles, honours, and pleasures o:Nh.j}l.
death-stricken world! - The meek alone rightly and truly inherit this earth
- even now: the poor only now have the kingdom of heaven (Matt. v 3-5); ana
now and then, the Lord deigns to bestow drops of this heaven on worms
below. W'e want more faith, more of divine power, more of the unction of the
Holy One;' then we should, whenever we survey the beauties of creationJ be
constrained to say, Every acre, yea, every inch, of this is mine. And we should
also call the joys ana glories of heaven our own,"by God's gracious grant and
free love to us. He gave us Christ, the unspeakable- Gift, the Gift of gifts,
and with H~, and in Him, all other things needful for His 0WI1J glory and
our real good Whenever the Lord leads and eEab1es us to own with contrition the deeds we have done, and take the remission God gives in His
Son, then we truly realize these matters, and rightly possess all'things, h!l'ying
nothing.
', .
In all the mind or imaginary letters sent you, I always began with Durham,
often telling our sister F--, when she reminded me that you had writteh
many letters, and had received none, that' in lending you that book on' the
Divine Song of Songs, I had given that whtch was much better than a hundred
letters from such a pfn as mine. I hope you have been reading and finding
it to be so. The dedication by Margaret Durham to Rrithei'£ord's favourite col-respondent, Lady Kenmure,'surpasses, in my {,iew;aIl th'c 1dedicati6ns l I ever
read; the Lord putting that honour on the weaker vessel, to magnify His grace,
and show His wisdom a s He hath done in His word with'the songs 'ofDeborah,
Hannah, and Mary. When first read, it was to me the most enlightened,
unctuous, able, and condensed view of the Canticles that ever met my eye 61'
ear. To you. it may be quite different. Things are only what they are made
to us. OJ;le is led differently to another. The most savoury meat will not
yield its relish if there be no keen appetite, or savour on the heart. Certain
things cannot be known without some experience and enjoyment of them. The
14th, 15th, and 16th chapters of John canr.ot be rightly or fully entered into
without receiving in some measure the Holy Ghost as the Comforter (a thing
much beyond having some of His comforts), for they treat almost entirely of
that subject. So also 1 John iv.16-19, which with Isa. lxvi.13, 14, ana Zeph.
iii. 14, 15, form our mottoes for the year 1843; a ri:ch.inheritance, you will say,
truly. The Lord give us faith to enter in, and possess this fafand good land ~
These all belong to a class of truths that cannot be learnt by comparing t'eJSts,
or hearing of, and talking about, them; but only by the" enjoyment and feeling
of them: the reverse of justification, and the putting away of sin, wbich is
purely a matter for faith; there sense and feeling must have their eyes altogether put out; for reason, or sight, will ever say, " I see sin;" and sense, " I
feel it;" whereas the divine testimony is, that it is cast into the depths of the
sea-made an end of; removed as far from the believer as the east is from
the west. When sought for. it is not to be found; -fOT there is none, Christ
having made an end of sin for ever.
'.
. (
Everything being the Christian's, because he is Christ's, it is right to use,Yin
a lawful way, ill reference to the lab(mrs of his servants living and' dead; iWd
more especially so such as were filled with the Spirit, arid led'into 'Hi~cmi'ttd
in His word, for in preaching or writing is truly valuabllJ to GO[d's c!ri-tar'im
o~ly as it tends to ~nfold th~ mind of the Spirit inHi~c*?r;d':\,~d' 'e~4'baft.t~e
BIble. All God's gifts to HIS Church are for the benefiti 'of tIle '('j-liutc'lI.i ll!nd
the enriching of all and each of her members. "When-IsaT'x-xt [26, is:PlilfrUed,
the light, ~race, and truth made known to the ChuTcJi,in all. HerLfornl! r ta es,
trou?les, turnaces, deliv~rances, &C". will shed their r~g~~' uP'Olf, IteE':~~'o'~f:at
the light of seven days will be found m Qne,'or the great~st pelfectron or Jlght
that hath ever shone into an.d upon h~r. Great was r tHe lig~.~," filio,"rtrllCll r+he
truth, that Durham was led mto, as hIS works on' Rev.;'iJ:" a.cliilf:Jand' tne Song
demonstrate. He honoured the Lord, and He greatllflo:ilburea~Hi's'~fa-itH£ul
..
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servant. In. some parts he fails; man must fail, God alone fails not. He
never makes the least mistake. Almighty power, infinite wisdom, and bound.
less love, mark all His acts towards His chosen; which will be fully developed;
and proved shortly. The precious things which feasted my soul in reading
Durham are almost forgotten, but one impression is left, and that is the
wonderful and varied ·changes the spouse of Jesus had to pass through. The
divinity of it is proved by this, that no saint can come into any state not
described by it. Surdy those who have never any changes will find some
difficulty in tracing the footsteps of the flock, as the children of Abraham
and the heirs of his grace, faith, and inheritance. '
One reason which prevented my writing you was the record which I wished
to make of our brother H--'s blessed, precious, and memorable visit of six
weeks. What blessings ! Words in season, exactly suited to one's state and
circumstances. Often I lost sight of him, and only recognized the messenger
of the Lord of hosts, and His message to my soul. The savour, power, and
unction derived from communion with the Lord, were so great as to make his
very face shine as Moses', in measure; and the proverb, "A man's wisdom
maketh his face to shine" flashed on my mind. Doubless you have had particulars. The last was on Rom. iv. 18-25; v. 1-5, a crown for the whole!
I never knew what it was to glory in tribulation before lately. In the loss of
all things, treasures of immense and unsearchable riches have been opened
up, applied, and given to me in that way as to make me rejoice abundantly.
What a portion is .JQb xxii, 2~-30, and James i.!
Yours in the Lord,
M. HUTCHINSON,

·f Can

ye not disoern the signs of the times? "-M-'-'l'T. xvi. 3.

A ROYAL Oommission has been appointed for the consideration of Ritualism,
but we do not expect that much good will result from it, as, with two or three
exceptions, an its members appear to be su<Zh as have evinced a partiality for
_ritualistic practices; their decisions, therefore, cannot have much weight.
'But meanwhile much precious time may be lost-a most impOl:tant opportunity of striking at the root of the em will be thrown away-and the disease
is spreading and taking stronger hold. Most heartily do we agree with the
sentiments lately expressed by the new Bishop of Victoria, in his farewell
sermon: "Alas! that we should live to see the day when, not only in the
Roman Oatholic chapels, but in the churches of our Protestant land, some of
the wgrst heresies of Rome-such as the elevation and worship of the Hostshould be practised, as I myself have witnessed it; and that the arm of
authbrity should seem weak to correct the offender, and effectually remove so
great an offence in the sight both of God and man. The liberalism of the
day is appealed to to tolerate such practices in the Reformed Ohurch of
EngllJ,nd and Ireland. What! tolerate in our Protestant Church the very
practices which, at such cost of agony and blood, necessitated the Reformation ? Besides, what, either in or out of the Church of England, has Popery
to do with toleration? Let the fires of Smithfield testify (and let their testi.
mQny never be forgotten) what Rome means by toleration. It is but the wolf
in sheep's clothing simulating the bleating of the lamb; and, if we be deceived
by so wretched a counterfeit, and that with the history of the past before our
eyes, ,indeed a Satanic delusioll' must have bewitched us, which may God in
His mercy sOQn dispel! Shall we give up our Bibles for the breviary? Shall
we go.llack,t0<' the Romish doctrines cQncerning purgatory, pardons, war·
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!!hipping, and_adoration as _well of images as of relics, and also invocation
of'saip.t!llP' ShaJ,l public prayer in the Church and the Sacraments 1:>,e ministered in-a tongue 'n0t understood by the people P Instead of the two sacra·
ments ordained of Christ our Lord, shall we speak of some two or three more,
or of Rome's seven P Instead of duly' using' the Sacrament of the Lord's
Supper, shall it be carried about to be gazed upon? Shall the substance of
the bread and wine be said to be ' changed,' and then reverenced, lifted up,
and worshipped? ,My dear brethren-and I speak now to the faithful laity of
our Church~thereis need that we utter no uncertain sound upon these
points; it is 'needful that we exhort you to contend earnestly for the faith
onc_e delivel:ed to the saints.' Oh, think of your sons and daughters now WOI'·
shipping_by your sides-will you not hand down to them the open Bible and
the Protestant worship your forefathers entrusted to your safe keeping? Will
you suffer a captious scepticism on the one hand, and barefaced Pope.ry on the
other, ·so to undermine the very foundation. of our Zion, that when destroyed
the enemy shall taunt you, and your own conscience shall too late reproach
you, 'What hath the righteous done?' Done to save her? for their supine.
ness hath been ,her l'uin. 0h that the Lord Himself would interfere in our
behalf, and rouse us from the fatal lethargy that has entranced us ! Christ's
truth shall never perish. Christ's Church is built upon the rock, and never
can· be moved. But' stars' can be.quenched,-and 'candlesticks' can be re·.
moved-' He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the
Churches.'''
By the time that this number of the Gospel Magazine is in the hands of our
readers, an immense gathering of the dignitaries and friends of the Romish
Church will have taken place at Rome. This year is the 1800th anniversary
of St. Peter's martyrdom, and the Pope is determined to celebrate the occa·
sion with nnusual ceremony and pomp. All the Roman Catholic bishops
throughout the whole world have it seems been invited to be present, and they
are requested to bring as many of their people as they can, with them.
" Already," we are told, "the streets of Rome are filled with ecclesiastics, and
the strange costumes of the various religious orders attract attention. One
archbishop is reported to have asked for accommodation for a retinue of
eighty priests who will accompany him; and other prelates ;:Lre expected to
arrive with numerous attendants. St. Peter's has been in the hands of the
decorators for some weeks, and the lateral arches are hung with splendid
draperies of crimson velvet, while the lower part of the church is decked out
with trappings of gold, and blue, and red. The external preparations are to
be on a commensurate scale. The Municipal Council bas voted supplies, and
munificent contributions are anticipated from tbe different dioceses which
will be represented in.the pageant. On the night of the centenary the basilica
of the Vatican will be illuminated, while on the following evening that of
St. Paul will be a blaze of light. Lustres have been ordered from Naples and
Florence, so great will be the number reqllired for the exhibition. But it is
not so much on the splendour of the fetes, or the elaborate character of the
religious ceremonies to be celebrated, tnat the Sacred College relies for
creating a profound impression. Its members look rather to tbe moral effects
which will follow from so vast a demonstration. They wish to prove that the
spiritual ascendancy of the Pope has been unshaken by the deprivations from
which he bas suffered, and that he possesses in as high a degree as any ofhis
predecessors the confidence and loyal support of the Romish hierarchy. It is
to be a grand ovation in honour of Popery, and it is believed tbat a procession
of prelates summoned from all quarter~ of the '\'\Corld, followed by a dense
phalanx of priests, all of whom will vouch for the divine authority of their·
Church, will strengthen its .position and secure it new homage." . We under.
stand also that there is to be a grand canonization of Romish saints, as well
as a grand CEcumenical or General Council; and- that the Pope proposes to
pronounce, as a solemn decree of the Church of Rome, that he is infallible;
that is, that he cannot err, or make any mistake in his doctrines or govern-
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ment. What is this but making himself equal with God ?-a creature that
cannot err must be dime. Last year he asserted (as it is reported), "I am
the way; the truth, and the life. 'fhey who al:e with me are with the Church
-they who are not with me are out of the Church. They are out of the way,
the truth, and the life;" and this year he aspires to equality with the Most
High! Surely if this be so, it is, as it were, putting the topstone to his bIas·
phemy, filling up to overflowing the cup of his Church's wickedness. Shall
this be allowed still to go on, or will an awful and sudden stop be put to it?
What, if this grand festival should prove to be another Belshazzar's feast?
What, if this should be the time when it is\to be said, "Babylon the great is
fallen," the time when her plagues are to come in "one day," and her judg.
ment in "one. hour?" God only knows; the times and seasons are in His
hand, and His people must patiently watch, and wait, and ·pray.
We are thankful, therefore, to notice the bold and faithful charge lately
delivered by t,he Archdeacon of Middlesex, at his visitation of the clergy of
his archdeaconry. In it he treats of the corrupt teaching of the Romish
Church, proving his statements by numerous quotations from Roman Catholic
writers, and showing that there is no commandment of the Decalogue which a
member of the Church of Rome may not, according to his Church's teaching,
set aside, so that he may consider, under certain circumstances, even theft,
murder, adultery, and false witness to be no sin! We need, as a nation, to be
now and then reminded of these things. As the Venerable Archdeacon ob·
serves, " There never was a time when it was more necessary, not only for the
clergy, but for the people, to keep in mind what Popery is in respect of doctrine, worship, and morals."
An important case, involving the religion of wards in Chancery', has been
recently brought before the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. Mr. Pm'cell, a Protestant, married a Catholic lady, and had by her two children, who were
baptized as Protestants. Mr. Purcell then died intestate, and Mrs. Purcell
was appointed guardian of the children, £5QO a·year being awarded to her by
the court for their support. But shortly after Mr. Pm'cell's death the childl'en
were taken abroad by their mother, in order that they might be brought up
in her own faith, and, on hearing this, the Chancellor stopped the allowance
which he had assigned for their support. One of them, a girl, has since died,
and the survivor-now a boy of fifteen-remains abroad with the mother,
who is endeavouring to obtain some allowance for her support, haTIng no
means of her own. But the Chancellor has not only refused to sanction any
payment to her, but has deprived her of her guardianship of the infant, whose
property amounts to between £2,000 and £3,000 a-year.
We are glad to hear cheering accounts of the Mission work at the Paris
Exhibition. The Bible Stand, especially, seems to be a great success. During
the first seven weeks of the Exhibition 389,700 copies of ponions of the word
of God were distributed; on the very first day about 1,000 soldiers and officers
applied 'for and received copies; and, as the number of visitors increases, the
demand continues to be very great. At one window or the Stand, we are informed, stands a young German, at the ntlxt an Englishman, highly honoured
as the chief promoter of this great enterprise. At the third, a Frenchman,
whose work is more constant than that of his coa,djutors, and needs all his
energy-bodily, mental, and spiritual. At the next, a Russian gentleman,.
countin~ it all honour to devote his time to such a cause. At the next, an
Italian Christian, ready for a word of welcome to his compatriots; and, at the
neighbouring window, a Spaniard, fellow. prisoner of Matamoros, rejoicing in
liberty to give to his countrymen those Scriptures which have been the joy of
his own soul; and then a Christian man at the next window skilled in Orien·
tal languages, and still another whose mission is to his own people, to whom
once were entrusted the oracles of God. We can but rejoice that the incorruptible seed is thus scattered abroad, with the full assurance that it must
germinate, and that it will bring fruit for the great harvest. tide.

