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" Through every period of my life,
Thy goodness I'll pursue;
And after death, in distant worlds
The glorious theme renew."

" The Lord will pe/feet that which concerneth me: Thy mercy, 0 Lord,
ellduTeth fol' e1;el': forsake not the works of Thine own hands,"PSALM cxxxviii. 8.
BELOVED READER,-In once more taking up this subject, let us
again remind you of the satisfaction and blessedness couched in the
very opening of this declaration. Mark you, it is the Lord, and the
Lord alone, is the Doer! With Him, and with Him only, originated
the plan, the purpose, the design of all His wise and merciful and
gracious arrangements in regard to His Church and people; and as
He designed, so He has maintained and carried on to the present
moment; and as He has carried on, so most assuredly will He
perfect and complete! Beloved, we earnestly desire that both your
mind and our own likewise may be increasingly led forth in a con7
templation of this great fact, that it is the Lord-THE LORD----:is the
Designer, the Maintainer, and will finally be the Accomplisher of
each and all the great and the glorious things bearing both upon the
time-state and the eternal condition of His redeemed. The more our
poor finite minds are enabled to cherish and to dwell upon this rich
and distinguishing mercy, the more stable will those minds be, and
the less ruffled by the merely passing circumstances of our wildernesscourse-our merely temporary sojourn in this vale of tears. Oh to
be privileged to enter into the fulness of that precious declaration of
the psalmist, " I have set the Lord always before me. Because
Heis at my right hand, I shall not be moved." Now from this
arose his satisfaction. Here was his stay-here his consolation. So
continuously do we find, dear reader, that David's mind was led o~
cc

338

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

from passing circumstances to an appeal to and a resting upon the
Lord Himself! His thoughts and His words were so constantly
directed to Him-the Person-the Divine Person-of the Lord.
Again we say, " Oh to be thus privileged!" If we mistake not we
once before stated how much our mind was impressed, more than
forty years ago, with a quotation from one of our great poets, as
inserted upon a tablet on the wall of St. Mary's Ohurch, Southampton:" His hand the good man fastens on the skies,
- And bids earth roll,
Nor feels her idle whirl."

Ab, here is the secret-a taking hold of His strength; a faith's grasp
of the Person of Ohrist; a fleeing to and a sheltering in Him, as the
Lord our Righteousness; as having all power both in heaven and
earth; a knowledge of and a rejoicing in the fact, that" the government is upon His shoulders." How blessed is the prophet's testimony, with regard to the Person and the power of Jesus: "And I
will fasten Him as a nail in a sure place; and He shall be for a
glorious throne to His Father's house. And they shall hang upon
Him all the glory of His Father's house, the offspring and the issue,
all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the
vessels of flagons" (Isa. xxii. 23, 24).
We speak particularly of the Person of Ohrist, beloved, because" it
hath pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell."
Again we read, "Of His fulness have we received, and grace for
grace." It is with the Person of Ohrist we have to do. He is the
one, and the only" one, Mediator between God and man, the Man
Ohrist Jesus."
,
That was a precious testimony, beloved, of our most glorious
Ohrist, in answer to Philip; and it stands remarkably as being
among his last assurances and His parting words to His disciples, just
prior to the agony of the garden and His Oalvary sufferings.
" Philip saith unto Him, Lord, shew us the Father, 'and it sufficeth
us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and
yet hast thou not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?
Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me?
the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the
Father that dwelleth in me, He doeth the works. Believe me that I
am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the
very works' sake" (John xiv. 8-11). Hence it is most clear that
the Father is revealed in the Person of His dear Son, and that all
our access to and our dealings with the Father must be in and by
the Son. This is very blessed, beloved, because it is so expressive of
nearness. When the Holy Ghost is pleased to lead us into a knowledge of Ohrist, and into a contemplation of His mediatorial undertaking and personal acts as well as gracious promises, during His
personal sojourn in this vale of tears, it so diverts the mind from
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self, and leads to that" WOKING UNTO JESUS" which is so fraught
with peace, serenity, and a calm reposing upon the covenant mercy,
that" as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them j even
so the Son quickeneth whom He will. For the Father judgeth no
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: that all men
should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that
honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent
Him" (John v. 21-23).
Further, beloved, with respect to the Person and work of Christ,
we have this blessed assurance, that" we have not an High Priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. iv. 15).
Here we have Him in a oneness of nature and in His divine sympathies. Then, in regard to His triumphs and to that security and
everlasting preservation which His Ohurch enjoys in Him, we read
the apostle John's testimony, " And when I saw Him, I fell at His
feet as dead. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying unto
me, Fear not; I am the First and the Last: I am He that liveth,
and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and
have the keys of hell and of death" (Rev. i. 17, 18).
Beloved, we have dwelt somewhat upon these facts as being embodied in the opening words of our text, because we feel that all
blessedness and satisfaction are to be found here, and· here alone.
And, if so be the Lord the Spirit is but graciously pleased to lead us
into a personal knowledge and apprehension of Jesus, in His indissoluble oneness and relationship in and with His Church, and His
covenant engagements on her behalf, then will there be such a holy
rejoicing in the fact that He-" the Lord-will perfect that which
concerneth us." Yes, beloved, it must be His doing, and His alone.
And, depend on it, He will continue so to work, that each leading
and every movement will indicate wisdom and love and power,
alid shall be clearly and unmistakably stamped as His! Sure we
are, beloved, that" wonderful in counsel and excellent in working"
as the Lord has been in regard to His past leadings and dealings,
yet, as He proceeds to fulfil His word, "I have shewed new things
from this time, even hidden things, and thou didst not know them,"
they shall all equally bear the Divine impress. Upon every gracious
interposition and merciful deliverance there shall be the old and
familiar endorsement, "This is the Lord's doings, and it is marvellous
in our eyes." And thus will He secure to Himself the glory of His
own work.
We too well know that., in the contractedness of our own little
finite minds, we may at least at times imagine that we have almost
exhausted the Lord's mercy and kindness towards us, in the ceaseless
and immeasurable benefits which He has been pleased to bestow upon
us; but, no, assuredly it shall be otherwise. In proportion as we are
enabled to look off from self and the creature generally, and to live
and walk by simple faith, in that very proportion shall we be able to
c c 2
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rest in the covenant word of a covenant Lord, "Thou shalt see
greater things than these." The Lord never raises the hopes and
. expectations of His people for' nought. He graciously keeps in view
His own word: "Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name. Ask
and receive, that your joy may be full." "Open thy mouth wide,
and I will fill it." Sure we are that it would be most unlike the
Lord to guard and to guide His people for a eertain time, and up to
a certain point, and then to leave them. Oh, no : " His Jove in times past forbids us to think
He'll leave us at last in trouble to sink;
Each Sweet Ebenezer we have in review
Oonfirms His good pleasure to help us quite through."

Of what avail would it be, and where were the benefit thereof, if the
Lord were to undertake for His people, and to deliver only in part?
No; it must be a perfected, a oomplete, salvation. Anything short
of this were of no real value. It would only be raising the expectations of His dear children to frustrate them, which would be directly
contrary to His own gracious promise, "The expectations of the poor
shall not be cut off.)'
The conviction, then, of the Psalmist, in the words before us, is,
"The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me." He will pe/feet
-David means, He will finish, accomplish, execute-that which He
has undertaken and thus far carried. on. He will not leave it; it
shall not be forsaken; the work shall assuredly be completed, aye, and
that, too, in a way and manner worthy of the great and the glorious
Designer. Men are wont to put a good finish to their work. Wherever
thought and skill are required in connexion with an undertaking or
enterprise, there is the greatest anxiety on the part of those interested
that all should finally reflect the wisdom and the strength and the
perseverance of those engaged in such lmdertaking or enterprise.
The same idea, only in an infinitely larger and fuller sense, applies
to our God in His redemption and salvation work. That was a solemn
appeal. of Moses, and a most powerful argument with the Lord, at the
time He was angry with Israel on account of their rebellion, as we
read in Numb. xiv. 13-16: "And Moses said unto the Lord, Then
the Egyptians shall hear it, (for Thou broughtest up this people in
Thy might from among them;) and they will tell it to the inhabitants
of this land: for they have heard that Thou, LORD, art among this
people, that Thou, LORD, art. seen face to face, and that Thy cloud
standeth over them, and that Thou goest before them, by day time in
a pillar of cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night. Now if Thou shalt
kill all this people as one man, then the nations which have heard the
fame of Thee will speak, saying, Because the Lord was not able to
bring this people into the land which He sware unto them, therefore
He hath slain them in the wilderness."
. Dear reader, would that our faith and our hope and expectation
l}ept pace with the Lord's kind and gracious leading!,; and dealings.
Would that we could remember that as the Lnrrt is plea~ed to lefla 118
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onward and homeward, there shall be the more marked and the -moi'e
graoious manifestations and disooveries of His wonderful love and
graoe and power. "Now is QUI' salvation nearer," said the apostle,
"than when we believed." Towards the olose of a long, and it may
be dangerous, voyage, the passenger is looking anxiously for its
termination, and his very heart leaps for joy at the first tidings that
land is seen. So with regard to the Lord's perfecting His work.
Not only has muoh-very muoh-been passed through with respeot
to affiiotioI! and trial and temptation, but home is nearer; heaven is
at hand; rest, eternal rest, about to be entered; and Ohrist, in His
unveiled loveliness, presently to be seen; and all the glories of " the
house not made with hands, eternal inJhe heavens," everlastingly
realized. Oh, the wonders and the fulness and the blessedness of that
saying, "The Lord will perfeot that whioh oonoerneth me." Rely
on it, dear reader, that every hope, eaoh feeble desire, the veriest
expeotation in oonnexion with SQme of your brightest and most blessed
times and seasons, were all taken notioe of by God-yea, all infused
and strengthened and prompted by Him, and shall all at length issue
in the fullest and oompletest perfeotion. Oh, yes, if He hears the
groanings of His prisoners; if the sighing of the needy oomes up
before Him; if He bottles up the tears of His sorrowing ones; if the
very hairs of their heads are all numbered; surely He will treasure
up, and ultimately bring to a blessed issue, their every hope and expeotation. Tills is most olearly implied in that preoious Soripture :
" Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and
. the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembranoe was
written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon His name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in
that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a
man spareth his own son that serveth him" (Mal. iii. 10, 17). Mark
the marginal reading, dear reader, for the word jewels, namely,
"speoial treasure." Oh, see you not how muoh the Lord has at
stake ?-more, yea, infinitely more, than the highly-privileged reoipients themselves; for" the Lord's portion is His people;" and
how can He part with His portion ?-how surrender His inheritance po
Verily, He must" perfeot that whioh oonoerneth them."
"Thy mercy, 0 Lord, endureth for ever." This was a sweet consideration on the part of the Psalmist, because, instruoted as he had
been in a knowledge of the deceitfulness, treaohery, and desperate
wickedness and depravity of the human heart, he knew full well
that he should ever stand in need of the exeroise of that meroy. He
knew that, as a poor sinner, he must be continuously drawing and
drawing-yea, day by day and hour by hour-upon that meroy.
He never could be independent. He never oould do without it,
As a oeaseless sinner, he should require ceaseless meroy. Henoe
it was indeed a source of unbounded comfort and satisfaotion to him
that J ehovah's mercy" endureth for ever." It was what he wanted.
Reader, is this your oase, feelingly and experimentally? Has the
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Lord taught you what a sinner you are? Are you day by day and
moment by moment resorting to the footstool of mercy and the God
of all grace? That was a notable saying of the never-to-be-forgotten
WATTS WILKINSON, on his dying bed, "I can never get beyond the
cry of the poor publican, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner.''' Equally
striking was the saying of the God-honoured but man-despised
WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, "I am sick of professors, sick of possessors,
but, most of all, I am sick of myself." These servants of God, and
thousands upon thousands in common with them, knew their need of
mercy-rich, free, unme:cited mercy; and hence they sing with the
immortal TOPLADY" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offerings to bring:
The terrors of law and of God
With me can have nothing to do ;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.
" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is, Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet;
Things future, nor things that are now,
Not all things below or above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love.
" My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace;
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

Oh, dear reader, we often think of the la.st tear, the last sigh, the
last cry for mercy, and then-oh, yes, and then! What then?
Why, one moment" in the tabernacle, groaning, being burdened,"
under the weight of sin, suffering and sorrow, the next freely-and
that eternally-'-from all sin and all sorrow, basking in the eternal
sunshine and unclouded glory of the King in His beauty, in that
land which now, for the most part, seems" a very far off," and where
"the inhabitant never says, I am sick, and the people who dwell
therein are forgiven their iniquity."

" 6 glorious hour!

0 blest abode,
I shall be near and like my God;
Nor flesh nor sin shall ere control
The sacred pleasul"es of my soul."
" There shall I see and hear and know
All I desired or wished below;
And every power find sweet employ
4 that eterlla1 world of joy."
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Oh, dear reader, into what thorough puny insignificance does all
and everything of earth dwindle before the contemplation of these
great and glorious verities ! And, if the contemplation be so sweet,
what must the reality be?
Well, again, does Toplady sing : " If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee? "

" Forsake not the works of Thine own hands." It is worthy of the
most careful observation, dear reader, how dependent the Lord keeps
His dear children upon Himself. He leaves them not the slightest
ground whatever for presuming upon Him, but implants and maintains
in them a holy, reverential fear of His holy and blessed name. Hence
we continually find coupled with the expression of holy confidence in
the love, power, and divine faithfulness of J ehovah, an equally ardent
appeal to Him or beseeching of Him. Such is the case in the language
before us. The Psalmist having, as we have seen, given utterance to
his conviction as to the immutability and un,changing love of J ehovah,
now adds his earnest entreaty that He would do the very things he had
just said he. was assured would be accomplished. This plea on the
part of the Psalmist is in precise keeping with the Lord's own declaration, "For all these things will I be inquired of by the house of
Israel to do them for them." Now, in the~prayer of David, there is the
distinct recognition of the Lord's work. The work done in him and
for him and by him he knew and testified to be the Lord's work. So
the apostle was taught in after-days, "Yet not I, but the grace of
God which was with me." Upon these grolmds the Psalmist would
honestly avow, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy
name be the glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake."
Beloved, the prayerful spirit which the Holy Ghost begets in the
hearts of His dear people is one of the striking features of Divine,
distinctive, and imperishable life. It was the turning-point in Paul's
eventful history, "Behold, he prayeth." That spirit is maintained
throughout the whole pilgrim-course, and the language of the poet is
strictly true :" Prayer is the Christian's vital breath,
The Christian's native air,
His watchword at the gates of death;
He enters heaven by prayer."

And how sweet, beloved, is the prayerful frame, whensoever and
under whatsoever circumstances- awakened by the Holy Ghost! So
distinctive is it, and so wholly unattainable by any creature-effort, that,
when thus awakened and thus maintained, there is felt, at least now
and then, in the soul a holy conviction and a blessed assurance that
prayer in very deed shall be answered. Yes, it is indeed true that
" praying breath was never spent in vain." And why? Because all
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real prayer is of the Holy Ghost, and is an essential and indispensable
feature of Divine life. Upon this principle it is that you need not
exhort the quickened sinner or the burdened saint to pray. They
. must pray, because prayer is the very element, the distinct atmosphere, in which true spiritual life is nourished and maintained.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, June 9, 1869.
THE EDITOR.

THE FEAR OF DEATH REMOVED.
THOU speaketh of the fear of death, its ghastliness and gloom,
And dreary shadows flung across the portals of the tomb;
Thou sayest that the best of men must tremble like the grass,
When from the loved and lovely earth to unknown worlds they pass.
Thou picturest the love of home, tbe light of childhood's eye,
And askest who can leave such things with no heart· breaking sigh.
My heart was pained, and oft I thought" Can this be true of those
Who have on Jesus cast the guilt and burden of their woes?"
'l'ill, asI mused, the truths of God, like beacon fires at night,
Gleamed forth from Scripture's vivid page upon my aching sight:
" I know tbat my Redeemer lives, and, though my flesh must die,
By dying He shall swallow up tbe grave in victoryAye, in the shadowy vale of death no evil will I fear,
For Thou art with me-Thou, my God, to animate and cheer."
So sang the patriarchs of old before the vale was riven,
Which from the pilgrim fathers hid the open gate of heaven;
But hark! what clearer tidings now our songs of triumph swell ! " Obrist Jesus hath abolished death, and holds the keys of hell ;
He lives, and wlioso trusts in Him shall never, never dieHe lives-this mortal shall be clothed with immortality;
The portals of the tomb are burst, ye ransomed captives sing,
"Where's tby victory, 0 grave? where, darksome death, thy sting?"
No wild dreams these-I speak of things which oftentimes bave been,
Of parting words which I have heard, and death-beds I have seen;
Of a long.loved father, circled by his children and his wife,
With every joy to gladden eartb, and bind him unto life:
Who calmly said, "My children must not stay me from my restMy work is finis bed, and I long to rest on Jesus' breast;
Death cannot part me from His love-Lord Jesus, it is ThouI have no fear, my children, for my Lord is with me now."
And gentle girls, too, have I seen, who seemed for earth too frail,
Tread with a firm confiding step adown that lonesome vale;
Aye, and on childhood's pallid lips have words of triumph played,
And tiny fingers, clasped in death, told, "I am not afraid."
But why speak on of scenes like these, when every heart must know
Some parent, partner, brother, child, who trembled not to go,
Where Jesus' steps had gone before, and He Himself is nigh,
Whispering above those boisterous waves, "Fear nothing; it is I."
Om's is the grief who still are left in this far wilderness,
Which will at times, now they are gone, seem blank and comfortless;
For moments spent with loving beaI·ts are breezes from tbe hills,
And the balm of Christian brotherhood like Eden's dew distils;
And we whose footsteps and whose hearts so often fail and faint,
Seem ill to spare the cheering voice of one departed saint.
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But oh, we sorrow not like those whom IJ,O bright hopes sustain,
For them who sleep in J eSllS God will with Him bring a'gain;
Love craves the presence and the sight of all its well.beloved,
And therefore weep we in the homes whence they are far removed:
Love craves the presence and the sight of each beloved one,
And therefore Jesus spake the word which called them to His throne;
" Father, I will that all my own which Thou hast granted me,
Be with me where I am, to shal'e my glory's bliss with Thee."
Thus heaven is gathering one by one, in its capaciQu~ brectst,
All that is pure and permanent, and beautiful and blest;
The family is scattered yet, tl10ngh of one home and heart,
Part militant in earthly gloom, in heavenly glory part:
But who can speak the rapture when the circle is oomplete,
And all the children, sundered now, before then! Father meet P
One fold, one Shepherd, Qne employ, one everlasting home,
"Lo, l CQme quickly!" lilven so, am(ln! Lord Jesus, come!
REV, E. H, BrcKERSTETH.

q

SALVATION IS OF THE LORD."

" He misetA ~tp tAe poor out of tAe dust, and lijteth up the beggar from the
dunghill, to set tAem among princes, and to make tAem inl!el'it tAe throne of
glory,. for the pillal's 0/ till! earth are tAe Lord's, and He kIth set the wol'ld
upQn tAem."-l S.urUEL ii. 8.
BLESSED Lord, what poor empty things we are of our~elves; how utterly
unable to grasp at anything that is spiritual by human wisdom. How
brought to nought we often are ~ surely to make us feel our dependence
upon Thee. Shut up in prayer, shut up in conversation, shut up in
preaching, shut up in writing, until it is with us as it was with Lydia
whose heart the Lord opened. Then how all is changed! what a glow is
felt within! how the icy frame melts before the sunlight of truth, and the
green pastures are seen. For this we' pray. 0 Lord, let it be so with
Thy poor worm now, as he once more in Thy good providence takes up
the pen to testify of Thee. Precious souls are on the look out for spiritual
unfoldings of Thee, and who is sufficient for these things? Be Thou,
gracious Spirit, with the writer, by guiding into all truth, so that Jesus'
dear name may be honoured and glorified.
Beloved, as we open that precious treasure, the word of God, the eye
rests upon the portion which heads our paper, and it seems so suitable
and sweet to one who is n:equently feeling his poverty and nothingness.
Now we know that in the early ages of the world it was considered a
dishonour with the woman not to be a mother, and this dishonour being
particularly felt by Hannah, she prayed to the Lord that the stigma
might be removed; and the Lord favoured her in a special manner, for
she became the mother of a servant of the Lord, and a prophet of thfl
Most High. When she prayed in the temple for this blessing, Eli
thought she had been drinking wine, for her lips moved while her voice
was not heard; but it was not so, and she said, "Count not thine hand.
maid for a daughter of Belial, for out of the abundance of my complaint
and grief have I spoken hitherto," Then Eli answered and said, "Go in
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peace, and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition." Beloved, we pause
here to ask you whether you do not know what it is to let the lips move
in prayer while the voice is not heard by any that surround? Oh those
precious inward wrestlings, those groanings that cannot be uttered! for
no words we can use can convey their burden; those upliftings of heart
to the throne of God, and the felt peace and intercourse and joy which
results. It is the walking, seeing Him who is invisible, and the talking
with Jesus, which makes our hearts burn within us. But to return.
Again is poor yet favoured Hannah seen in the temple, her prayer
answered, he:.: blessing in her arms; and how melted and gracious are her
words now to Eli. "And she said, 0 my lord, as thy soulliveth, my lord,
I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord. For
this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I
asked of Him: therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he
liveth he shall be lent to the Lord. And she and her husband worshipped
the Lord there" (1 Sam. ii. 26-28). And then, her soul full of gratitude
and joy, f?he bursts out into that memorable song of thankfulness: "My
heart rejoiceth in the Lord, mine horn is exalted in the Lord: my mouth
is enlarged over mine enemies: because I rejoice in Thy salvation." And
further on in her song of praise she sings: "The Lord maketh poor, and
maketh rich: He bringeth low, and lifteth up. He raiseth the poor out
of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them
among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory; for the
pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and He hath set the world upon
them" (1 Sam. ii. 7, 8). There is no doubt that her language had reference to her own circumstances; but it may have a wider scope, and we .
may look at,
1. The position of man by nature, in the dust and dunghill.
ll. The awakening of the Holy Spirit makes him aware of his
degraded state by nature, and he is led to see himself as in a bankrupt
position.
Ill. The almighty power employed to bring him out of that condition. "He raiseth "-" He lifteth." It is an act of sovereign grace and
mercy.
IV. God putting His people into a place of security and dignity.
"Hath set them among princes."
V. The purpose of God in this wonderful display of His goodness and
mercy. "To make them inherit the throne of glory."
VI. Who dares to gainsay His work, and say unto Him, "What doest
Thou?" for" the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and He hath set the
world upon them." Beloved, there is a grandeur and sublimity in this
subject that we pray the Holy Ghost to unfold.
1. The position of man by nature--in the dust and dunghill; for it does
appear to us that Hannah in her song preaches the important and humbling doctrine of the fall, which it is highly necessary to understand and
realize before we can come to a saving knowledge of divine things. And
Scripture is plain enough upon this fact: take one passage for instance,
"Wherefore by one man sin entered into the world, so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned." Nothing can be plainer, and
yet the tendency of the present age is to proclaim just the contrary, even
to worship and exalt humanity. .What was the prophet Isaiah instructed
by the Lord to declare? "The voice said, Cry. And he said, What
shall I cry? All flesq is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the
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,flower of the field: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the
Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The
grass withereth, the flower fadeth; but the word of our God shall stand
for ever" (Isa. xl. 6-8). This is humiliating to human nature, but
nevertheless it is a fact that cannot be too strongly insisted upon, and we
must upon scriptural grounds believe that man is born in sin and shapen
in iniquity; in other words, born a sinner, with no inherent good in him
nor power to change himself from such a condition if he had the will,
which by nature he never has: for the carnal mind is enmity against
God, and is-not subject to ~he law of God, neither indeed can be.
Let us then, dear reader, be clear upon this point, or we build upon a
false foundation. Dust and dunghill seem strong figures to use to
describe our position by nature; but when we feel what it is to be a
sinner, and behold in the \forld the consequences of sin, I think you will
agree with us that no term can be too strong to describe the degradation
of human nature through the fall of Adam our federal head. "And unto
Adam the Lord J ehovah said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee,
saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and
thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the
field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return" (Gen. iii. 17-19). And that you and I and all
the children of men are included in that condemnation is evident from the
passage already quoted. " Wherefore by man sin entered into the world,
BO death hath passed upon all men, for that all have sinned."
And now,
beloved, let us come to
n. The awak.em·ng of the Holy Sp1'rit, which brings a man to see his degradation, and leads him to ack1Wwldge himself a banhupt.-Because by nature
a man does not feel this: "Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked" (Rev. iii. 17).
Now when mighty grace lays hold of man, he finds this to be true. Well
do we recollect in personal experience that when a young man, sitting
under the smooth ministry of a soft preacher, that we thought we were
doing God's service, and really had within us "a most excellent spirit;"
but, when led in the providence of God to listen to the searching testimony of the late dear J oseph Irons, our excellence all vanished, and we
discovered that there was nothing good in us, but that" from the sole of
the foot even unto the head there was no soundness in it, but wounds and
bruises and putrifying sores;" so that when divine grace melts, and the
divine Spirit begins to teach, and the Lord opens the heart, we behold
ourselves verily as perfect bankrupts: a debt of accumulated sins is
shown us on the one side of the balance-sheet, and on the other "no
assets." We have "nothing to pay," and there is the law taking us by
the throat, and demanding" Pay me what thou owest,,, and nothing but
condemnation stares us in the face; but oh, how gracious of the Lord not
to leave us here! our extremity is His opportunity: and now He begins
to show the awakened sinner His method of salvation. And this leads
us further to,
m. The almighty power which alone can bring the sinner out of this degradation-" He raiseth "-" He lifteth."-During a late visit to the sea-side
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we were standing on the top of one of the white cliffs of dear olu
England, with the broad blue ocean outstretched before us; upon looking
down upon tbe rocks covered with sea·weed that skirted the coast, we
discovered something moving. A closer i~spection led us to see that it
was a human beiug, so tiny and insignificant that we could scarcely
discern what it was; and we thought in carrying up the eye to the blue
canopy of heaven, "As I have been looking down upon that lowly one,
God is looking upon us: that He sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and
the inhabitaI4ts thereof are as grasshoppers-that stretcheth out the
heavens as a cUl'tain, and s'preadeth them as a tent to dwell in. What
an immeasurable distance there is between Him and me ! " And this led
us to think of how our dear Redeemer must have" stooped to conquer ;"
the Lord of glory descenqing to earth that His people might ascend to
heaven; the Lord of glory dying a wretched (leath that Ris people might
live a glorious life; the Lord of glory vanquishing hell that He might
open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. He raiseth-He lifteth.
Oh, this is a raising indeed, this is a lifting"up! AIld this leads us to
think of
.
IV. Jelwvak putting Hi~ peaple inta a place of secU1'ity and dignity, "to
set them among the prinoes," and, af! David adds, "even with the princes
of His people" (Psalm cx;iii. 8). Oh, we do love a religion that brings
security; it appears to us that anything else is not worthy of the name.
There is no security in the ;"oint-stock bank offree-will; a run upon it at any
time must bring it to ruin. To have to depend upon the caprice of the
creature is an uncertain income indeed; it may be stopped at any
moment, and leave the recipient a pauper. But, when we come to the
work of the Eternal Three, settled, ordered ill all things, and sure, this is
:f.irm standing. We can go with our cheques to this "free-grace banle,"
and they will never be dishonoured. We can draw, and draw indeed;
there is a sufficiency for all our needs, and for the need of all who are
drawing, or ever will draw, from that eternal treasury. Well, now, if
salvation did not bring security, and eternal security too, we venture,
with all reverence to our God, to assert it would be unworthy of Him;
and yet how many in the present day are preaching a universal and
uncertain salvation, depending upon the acceptance of the creature, and,
when accepted, upon his will to retain it. Truth has indeed failen in our
streets; but, beloved, we have not so learned Christ.
" Eternal wa.s the choice of God,
A sovereign act indeed;
And Jesus, the Incarnate Word,
Secm'es the chosen seed."
And then not merely has J ehovah put His people into a place of security,
}:lut also of dignity-" hath set them among princes." Now,
. 1. Princes alf'e of 1'oyal bloocl.-And so are the Lord's dear people. The
blood is the life; and they are blood-relations to the King of kings and
Lord of lords. It is a wonderful mystery, but Scripture authorizes the
assertion; for Jesus calls and owns His Church as "His sister, His love,
His dove, and undefiled one." And again,
2. Princes wear regal ?"obes.-And the Lord declares concerning them,
"Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will
clothe thee with change of raiment." And what change of raiment is,
Isaiah tells us: "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, He hath clothed me
with the garments of .salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of
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righteousness" (Isa. lxi. 10). This is the best i'obe that the Father
ordered to be put on the prodigal son when he returned to his mansion
home. And then,
.
3. Princes live close to the throne.-And so do the children of God. The
throne of grace is their constant resott; and, as Daniel when in trouble
went into his house, and his windows being open in his chamber towards
Jerusalem, he kneeled three times a day and prayed, and gave thanks
before his God as he did aforetime; so the Lord's Daniels know what it
is continually to make (prayer and supplication unto the Lord: often the
lips moving, while the voice is not heard. Oh; to be kept near the
throne! Oli, how we desire this I
"Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer to Thee."
4. The purpose of God in all this work~to make them inherit the throne of
glory.-It is a matter of fact, Herein is security consummated, salvation
comll1eteo., grace "bursting into glory. Jebovab does not work without a
distinct purpose in view; whom He call~, them Re also justifies: and
whom He justifies, them He also glorifies. What should we Bay of any
man who worked without a plan? All we see that is ingenious and clever
in man's working has been the result of much thought, deliberation, and
human wisdom; nothing is attained without it. So it is with the great
things of eternity. There is a first cause-the Eternal Three. There is
a carefully-devised plan-the plan of salvation. There is the carrying
out of this plan, which has been effectually done by our adorable Lord.
There is the purpose of it all, namely, to make His saved ones inherit a
throne of glory. 0 glorious consummation! sweet climax! My soul,
aspire towards it~a "throne of glory."
" Eternal mansions! bright array!
. Oh, blest exchange! transporting thought 1
Free fl'om the approaches vf decay,
Or the least shadow of a spot."
5. Who drilres to gainsay this work ?-" For the pillars of the earth are
the Lord's, and Re hath set the world upon them.. He will keep the feet
of His saints, and the wicked shall be silent in darkness: for by strength
shall no man pre-vail." Who dares to say this scheme of salvation "is
not according to my notion of things?" "Nay, but, 0 man, who art
thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say to him
that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? Hath not the potter
power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour
and another to dishonour? The pillars of the earth are the Lord's. He
doeth as seemeth Him good in the armies of heaven and among the
inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay His hand, or say, What
doest Thou?" No, reader; our position is to bow to His sovereign
will, and, if there is anything we cannot comprehend, to ask the Holy
Spirit to guide us into all truth. And shall there be any failure in this
work? Shall there be any falling by the way, so that the crown may
not be gained, and hea'Ven may not be reached? Do note the next
stanza of dear Hannah's song, which decides this matter: "He will keep
the feet of His suints." Oh, what a mercy! They are well kept whom the
L-ord keeps. He is too fond of His sheep to leave them to perish by the
wa.y. His own declaration concerning them is, "My sheep hear my
voic13, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give unto them
eternal life : and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
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them out of my h:md." Yea, as if to make them doubly secure, He
adds, "My Father which gave them me is greater than all, and no man
is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand." Herein indeed is a
glorious security. Beloved, our subject is fraught with divine consolation for the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. It reminds such of what
they were once by nature, in a state of degradation; it shows how the
mighty hand of a covenant God has rescued them, and put them into a
safe position. It sets forth the dignity of the children of God, and that
the divine purpose in all this display of His mercy and goodness is to
bring them into eternal glory. What, indeed, hath God Wl'ought for us!
" Redeemed and saved from sin and hell,
Divinely led and taught;
March on to Canaan's land and tell
What God-your God-hath wrought."
May the Lord keep us living as heirs of glory, loving as brethren, and
looking forward to our glorious end; for our dear Redeemer's sake.
Amen.
llford.
G. C.

~iIgrillt

inperz.

SPIRITUAL SONGS.
IT.

" Iluwe been young, and now am old; yet have 1 not seen the rigl.teous forsaken
nor his seed begging bread."-PsALM xxxvii. 25.
I. THIS psalm has been a rich source of consolation to the Lord's children
in every age and under every dispensation. It encourages the saint to
trust in the Lord in the storms of adversity. It teaches him not to be
envious when the wicked prosper, by reminding them of their end. It
assures the man of God that his wants shall be supplied (vel'. 3, 19).
And, what include, every blessing, Jehovah is his covenant God and
will never forsake him (vel'. 23, 24-28). Also the words of our text
delightfully confirm this precious truth: from these words we present the
following observations:.
1. The language of our text has an exclusive reference to the righteous.
2. It is the utterance of an aged saint.
3. We are reminded of the beauty and loveliness of religion.
4. Also of the blessedness of a righteous man.
5. The reason-God is his God, and never will forsake him.
6.· The happy results of godliness often extend to the righteous offspring of the righteous.
These words have an exclusive reference to the righteous, a character
admirably delineated in the word of God; the 30th and 31st ,erses are
very comprehensive and descriptive.
n. Our text is the language of an aged saint, who could say, I have
been young. The aged pilgrim is here taking a retrospect of the past;
the aged may truly say they have been young, but the young have no
right to calculate upon a long life. They cannot say wi h certainty they
shall live to three score years and ten. Ah, how many children and young
people are cut down ere they attain the strength and maturity of manhood. My dear young friends,. seriously and deeply reflect upon this! They
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are ell dOWIl as the flower of the field; even our pious youths are frequently taken from us. I will not say they are cut down; no, they are
o y rembved-transplanted into a more genial atmosphere-into a richer
- il and to flourish in eternal beauty in the paradise above. There can
be no doubt he who penned these words had devoted his youthful days
to his Oreator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier: and how few such are found
beautifying the Ohurch of God! Oh, how I love to meet the aged pilgrim
in ~he paths of righteousness, whose hoary hairs are laden with the fruit
of the Spirit, and whose eyes glisten with delight when elevated toward
his heavenly home. I love to hear such recounting the history of their
trials and their conflicts, ending with, "Thus far the Lord hath helped
me!" Oh, when contrasted with an aged righteous man, what a wretched
character is a sinner grown old in sin.
Ill. We are reminded by our text of the loveliness and beauty which
adorn a righteous character, and which are inseparably connected with
godlin ". This loveliness is substantial, solid; it will bear the strictest
~ . mmy' the more it is tested and tried the more pure and bright it will
appear. It may be counterfeited, but the counterfeit will and must be
detected; the form of godliness, the almost Ohristian we read of, will be
stripped of this.
1. The commencement of a righteous life is beautiful. 2. Its progress
is beautiful. 3. Its end is beautiful-the path of the just. It is like the
shining light which shineth brighter and brighter to the perfect day.
4. Our text also reminds us of the blessedness of a life of righteousness.
(1.) It conduces in blessedness. (2.) As the righteous man advances
in the life of God, blessings multiply and honours thicken around him.
(3.) A. life ofrighteousness terminates in a life of glory. (4.) The reasou
of all '. God is the covenant God of the righteous, and He never forhim. Hence the righteous man can emphatically say: "This God
is my God for e,e1' and for ever, and He- will be my Guide even unto
death.
My presence shall go with thee." Hence every attribute and
perfection of God are engaged in behalf of the righteous.
(a) The experience of saints testify;- witness Abraham, Jacob, Moses,
J ob, Daniel-Job, amidst all his affiiction, on the rock.
(b) The purpose of God, the promises of God all present an irrefutable
argument to prove this doctrine.
(c) The covenant of grace, and the work of redemption accomplished
by the blood of the Incarnate Son of God.
(d) The whole tenor of the word of God; and let a few specimens
suffice, Isaiah xlvi. 3, 4, 9, the latter part of vel'. 11, "Yea, I have spoken
it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it."
And vel'. 13, also Psalm lxxi. 5, 6, 15-18. Be of good comfort,
o ye aged pilgrims! God will not cast you off; He will not abandon you
now your labour and your toils are nearly ended. He remembers the
kindness of your youth, He accepts your feeble efforts, though you cannot
accomplish all your desires, He pities your infirmities; and, if the world be
-weary of you, He is not. The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath
you are the everlasting arms, and, though the world sees it not, a halo of
glory is encircled around you.
And what shall I say to the hoary-headed impenitent sinner? You, too,
ha,e been young; how have your youthful years been spent? The years
o manhood, too? And you are yet promising yourselves a little longer?
Infatuated men, "there is but a step between you and death!" Look back,
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what a scene! Can you bear to look back? Time trifled, years murdered,
now you are ripe for ruin. Oh, if there is on earth an object to be pitied,
thou, thou art the man. How can I comfort you? There is hope concerning even you' such mercy e::rtend~ 0 the old ~ well
0 he young.
Late repentance is often untrue; but true repentance'- ne,er 00 la e. Oh,
I entreat you, beseech the Lord of His great mercy 0 ',e you [rile

repentanC6.

TO A FRIEND,
AF'TER A

LO~G

ILLNESSj DURING WHICH SHE HAD PASSED THROl:GH
MANY TRIALS.

Her correspond~nt writes, "How pleased I am that the Lord permitted me to wet your
lips with a sip of the Brook by the way."

BROOK of brooks, how sweet Thou
flow est
Through the land, my soul thou goes!;
Brook of brooks, thou com8st rolling
From the home where we are going.
Brook of brooks, no change Thou
knowest,
E'en when our poor hearts are lowest;
Never empty, never shallow,
Yielding fatness, yielding ma.rrow.
Brook of brooks, Thou art a lo,estream
From the wounded side of Him
Who once died for you and me,
And proved His love on Calvary.
Never changing towards us, neverChosen first, and loved for ever.
Brook of brooks, thou choos'st the
way,
Coming to thee, d~y by day;
Leamington.

But, When weak and faint at heart,
Precious Brook, how sweet thou drt
Brook of brooks, when all seems dry,
Thy dear stream is flowing byNever failin!? on to flow_
Till nc) long~ thirs we"
h my friend, I joy .
G has brough you hi'l:hc'r..AJ

Earthly trials, blow on _Olir.
J u when siclrne laid r
_
But I guess, you asked - -..
Only prayed, He "ouId be

"

Did not want the cup reJCll(j"€lil.
While" His heal'!; of Im"e y
And one sign He s pro, •
I have felt His lo,e lhrt:tag
If we hold thu S~ CO'IDl=~O:3,
Sure we must be His in
So thatBrook, r.hrou h
Shall endure-The

ORIGINAL sin awounts for the remaining imperfections too -~:b e in
them that are born of God.
The brightest saints below ever had, and ever will ha'e. eJ.r ark
sides. Abraham, Noah, Job, David, Hezekiah, Jeremiah, Pa
Peter,
John were sanctified but in part. On God's earth people are each a
compound oflight and shade. In glory, we shall be all 'O'h without
any mixture of shade whatever.
A believer cannot stand one moment longer than God u ho
him, nor
walk one step farther than God leads him.
A saint when he falls, cannot take that delight in
which others do,
because the will does not fully close with the temp auon. Oonscience,
and partly a sanctified nature, declare against i j there is a secret dislike
to it. Yet corruption, like a torrent, carries him away.
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CHRISTIAN MAN'S DUTY, AS EMBODIED IN THE
APOSTLE PAUL.
.d.Ril when they were come to him, he said unto tl/em, Ye know, from the first
day that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all
seasons," &c.-AcTS xx. 18-35.
h' analyzing this speech of Paul's and classifying it under the two heads
of duty to God and duty to man, I have been struck with what the Holy
Ghost sets forth in the first place as a Ohristian man's duty, under the
first head, lJuty to God, verse 19: "Serving the Lord with all humility
of mind." This is very important to notice, being a grace we should more
frequently pray for; as the apostle J ames says, "God resisteth the proud,
but giveth g-race unto the humble." And not only so, "But He giveth
more grace." I do not think this grace of the Spirit can be cultivated or
acquired, but must be asked of Him" who giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not, and it shall be given."
In verse 21 we find the Ohristian man's duty characterized in two
more ways, "Repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ." Although repentance is placed first here, it succeeds true faith
in the Spirit's work; but, as one cannot well exist without the other, we
can understand why the aP9stle should not be over-nice (as too many are
in the present day) in his manner of using terms, for we know there can
be no repentance without saving faith in the soul, neither can there be
faith in our Lord Jesus Ohrist, but it will produce great sorrow for sin;
and ' !rodly orrow worketh repentance unto life." The more we see and
beli Te in Christ as our Saviour, the more shall we see of what He saves
. 3 and 24th verses submission to the will of God is set forth
of our dn t{) Him: "Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in
eTery ci
ying ilia bonds and afllictions abide me. But none of these
things move me neither ooun I my life dear unto myself." This is
rather a difficult par of our duty to God, and one that requires great
grace to fulfil. Sometimes a Ohristian man's trials lJlake it hard for him
to say, "Thy will be done;" yet, in the midst of all Ms afflictions, Paul's
desire was" that he might finish his course with joy;" and, in this same
verse (the 24th), there is another characteristic of this duty to God,
namely, "to testify the Gospel of the grace of God," or, as it is said in
the next verse, "preaching the kingdom of God." This is the duty of
~very Ohristian man, so far as he is enabled and finds opportunities of so
doing, because in all things he should be seeking the glory of God and
the good of souls, following the examvle of Paul: "For I have not
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God." It is also a duty to
God to feed His Ohurch, which He hath purchased with His own blood,
and to "commend it to God, and to the word of His grace" (verse 32).
In the 35th verse we are told "to remember the words of the Lord
Jesus." What greater duty can there be than this? To remember the
words, follow the example, and tread in the footsteps of the Son of God,
that so we may grow up into His likeness, that God may be all in all.
This we cannot do of ourselves, but are told to "ask and receive, that our
joy may be full."
But we must now proceed to the second part of our subject, namely,
Duty to man; which in these verses embraces a very wide field, which it
will be somewhat difficult to keep within due limits. Praying the Holy :DD
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Spirit will restrain us from saying anything that is not according to the
mind and will of God, it appears that the first trace of a Ohristian. man's
duty in this respect is discoverable in the 18th verse, "Ye know from the
first day I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you at all
seasons." In seasons of joy, seasons of sorrow, seasons of trial, and in
seasons of temptation-yea, in all seasons-is the sympathy of our fellowdisciples a great comfort, and we should ask ourselves, "Do we always
freely render it?" One is sometimes tempted to think it must be a hard
thing to "rejoice with them that do rejoice," because we find so many
mourners in Zion, who cannot tune their hearts to another's song, and
who seem to take more pleasure in studying themselves than their blessed
pattern. We are instructed to "look not at the things which are behind,
but to press on to those which are before, to the mark, for the prize of our
high calling of God in Ohrist Jesus." Why, then, should we not rejoice.
in so glorious a prospect? Yes, and rejoice with those who are even now
looking" within the vail, whither the Forerunner is for us entered."
The next point in this duty to man is shown in the 20th verse: "I
kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you,
and have taught you publicly, and from house to house." There is largehearted Ohristianity, to show others what we have been taught ourselves.
" To do good, and to communicate forget not, for with such sacrifices God
is well pleased." And in this and the next four verses, faithfulness to
his trust evidently marks the conduct of the apostle in a remarkable
degree. " And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem,
not knowing the things that shall befall me there." In Him truly was
the promise fulfilled, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee
a crown of life."
The Ohristian man is also anxious to maintain the truth of the Gospel,
as far as in him lies, without reproach in the sight of men: "Wherefore
I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men."
He wishes to have " a conscience void of offence both in the sight of God,
and in the sight of men."
The 28th verse is full of meaning, and contains a solemn warning to
every Spirit-taught believer, showing them how comprehensive is their
duty to the Ohurch at large. "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and
to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you o,erseers, to
feed the Ohurch of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood."
As Paul's speech was more particularly addressed to the elders of the
Ephesian Church (ver. 17), how significant is this last advice to those
who are placed over the Lord's people now to minister unto them in holy
things! And then comes the solemn warning: "For I know this, that
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing
the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn everyone
night and day with tears."
What earnest care was here! and how it puts us to the blush in the
present day when we think of our lukewarmness as regards the souls of
others. We sit silently by, and look calmly on, while our fellow-creatures
are hurrying down to destruction and perdition. May the Lord make us more
watchful, faithful, and prayerful! Then in the 32nd verse Paul's solicitude
for his charge breaks out into supplication for them: "And now, brethren,
I commend you to God, and to the word of His grace, which is able to
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build you up," &c. Then the Ohristian man's duty is shown in his simplicity respecting the things of this life, and, when the principles of the
Gospel are firmly :fixed in his heart, and he is living in the enjoyment of
them, he will to a considerable extent be free from the sin of covetousness: "I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel." And the
better to enforce these principles he teaches by example: "Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and
to them that were with me. I have shewed you all things, how that so
labouring you ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give than to receive."
Thus, in this-last verse, is the Ohristian duty of benevolence inculcated.
It would be thought a very strange doctrine in these days that men should
labour to support the weak, and give to them that need. It is easy to
give of our abundance, but to work for the Lord's poor would be found
to be quite another thing, and shows how far we have departed from the
primitive simplicity of the early disciples.
And now, having very imperfectly analyzed these verses, the question
arises, Where shall we find such a specimen of a Ohristian man now?
The second commandment our Lord gave us is almost ignored in these
times, "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." Is it because we
think so much of the doctrines of the Gospel that we are apt in a great
measure to forget the practical part of it? Or is it that divine life is at
such a low ebb in our own souls that we have lost the fervour we once
had, together with the zeal we possessed in God's service? The Ohurch
of Ohrist seems to be in a sad drowsy, sleepy state, saying, ,. I have put
off my coat, how shall I put it on?" If these things are so, then are
Ohrist's words being verified: "When the Son of Man cometh, shall He
find faith on the earth?"
Surely there is more need than ever that we collect our scattered forces,
and cry out, "Who is on the Lord's side?" Our enemies are active
enough, and lose no opportunity of gaining vantage-ground; the clang
of battle is heard on all sides, while every power is engaged against us.
Yet what a 'mercy! He who is for us is greater than all that be opposed
to us, and in His strength we shall overcome. Then
" Soldiers of Ohrist! arise,
And put your armour on,
Strong in the strength which God supplies
Through His eternal Son.
Strong in the Lord of hosts,
And in His mighty power,
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts
Is more than conqueror."
Manohester.
A LITTLE ONE.
THE SHEEP ORYING TO THE SHEPHERD.
THE Book of Psalms contains many precious prayers, and most of them
were indited by the Holy Ghost in times of affiietion. It is no uncommon
thing for the Ohurch of God to be affiicted. " Many are the affiictions of
the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of them all;" a Ld it is
encouraging to know, that all the affiictiims God brings upon His O.lurch
are for her good; and for every affiiction there is a "needs-be." Oh,
how comforting to be assured that" In all her affiictions He is affiicted."
Turning over the pages of my Bible my eye is attracted to the 80th Psalm,
D D 2
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which was penned by Asaph; he commences the Psalm with a prayer~
" Give ear, 0 Shepherd of Israel, Thou that leadest J oseph like a flock ;
Thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth." These words
were written under afflicting circumstances; what those circumstances
were is uncertain. However, no Scripture is of any private interpretation,
but is the common property of the Church of God, and inten'ded for her
benefit through all time, and, whatever be the afflictions she may be called
to endure, she finds comfort in calling upon Him from whom all things
come, as Asaph did when he said, "Give ear, 0 Shepherd of Israel," &c.
In confining our remarks to this first verse, we see that the Being addressed is the Shepherd of Israel; and who is He? The Lord Jesus
Christ. And who are IBrael? They are God's loved, chosen, redeemed,
regenerated people. They are called in Scripture by the name" sheep,"
in contradistinction to a non-elect world, called by the name "goats."
The Lord Jesus is the Great Shepherd of the sheep (Reb. xiii. 20).
As the Shepherd of Israel He knoweth the sheep. The Lord says, "I
am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep, and am known of mine." This
is most encouraging to the poor tried soul. However much he may be
tried and exercised, whatever the circumstances in which he may be placed,
the Lord knoweth. Nothing relating to any of the sheep is hidden f.rom Him.
And then, as the Shepherd of Israel, He attends to the wants of the
sheep. David knew this from experience, and therefore he said, "The
Lord is my -Shepherd, I shall not want." Depend upon it, if a sinner
beIcrng to the Israel of God, he shall not want any needful good. " The
Lord God is a sun and shield; He will give grace and glory; no good thing
will He withhold fi..om them that walk upright." Does the poor sinner
want forgiveness? The Lord grants him this, because the Good Shepherd
gave His life for the sheep. Does he want restoring grace to rekindle
love? to restore the joy of salvation which often departs from him? The
Lord grants this grace because it is treasured up in Him who is the
Shepherd of Israel. Does the poor sinner want light to understand the
Scriptures? strength to hold him up from day to day to enable him to
persevere in the path oflife? The Lord grants all this, and thus as the
Shepherd of Israel He attends to the wants of the sheep. And then He
will not suffer one of them to be lost. How can He? The Father gave
them to Him not to lose, but to keep; and with His blood He bought them.
True, they often wander from Him in heart, but then He looketh after them.
He knows their whereabouts-and will search them out; He will not leave
them to themselves. If He were to leave them, they would certainly
perish, but" they shall never perish." Turning to the parable of the lost
sheep, we have beautifully illustrated the truth of the Lord looking after
His sheep. "And He spake this parable unto them saying, What man of
you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one ofthem, doth not leave the
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he
find it? And when he hath founel it, he layeth it on his shoulders rejoicing.
And when he cometh home he calleth together his friends and neighbours,
saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which
was lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons
which need no repentance." And thus we learn from this parable that
the Shepherd of Israel will not suffer one of the sheep to be lost. " They
shall all pass again under th~ hands of Him that telleth them."
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Ilis honour is engaged to save
The meanest of Ilis sheep;
All that Ilis heavenly Father gave.
His hands securely keep."
And then the prayer offered to the Shepherd of Israel is, H Give ear."
The Psalmist who penned the words of the Psalm belonged to Israel, and
therefore he was sure to gain the ear of the Shepherd. God's people often
cry, "Give ear." What times do they want the Lord to give ear? In
times of distress. Such a time the Church experienced when the Psalmist
penned this psalm. The Churoh of God is often in distl'ess; it is God's
will that she should experience times of distress, and He intends them
to work together for good, which they do, since they make her feel her
dependence upon the Great Shepherd. To notice some of these times of
distress. There is the time of anxious concem after salvation,. such a time is
often experienced; when the sinner is first awakened, an anxious concern
after salvation begins; and, when he has tasted that the LOl'd is gracious,
and has found salvation in the Lord, there is often an anxious concern,
whether he is interested in the salvation work of Christ, whether his sins
are forgiven, whether he is built on Christ, the everlasting Rock of a poor
sinner's salvation ;" sometimes there are doubts and misgivings on these
points, and then the language of the poor sinner, as bespeaking an eal'nest
concern after salvation is, "Give ear, 0 Shepherd of Israel." Then
there is the time of seeking needful blessings. The Lord grants to His
people a seeking mind for most of the blessings He bestows upon them,
and therefore it is recorded, "I said not to the seed of J acob, Seek ye me
in vain." And what does the living soul seek the Lord for? For needful
blessings; for fresh supplies of grace to enable him to continue in the
way of life; for a sense of pardoning love and mercy; for the enjoyment of
the felt presence of the Lord; for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit: and
what is the language of the seeking soul? It is well expressed by the
Psalmist-" Give ear, 0 Shepherd," &c.
Then there is the time of trial in providence and grace. God see;; fit to
try His people. He tries them in providence. Then they are brought
into difficult circumstances, as was Abraham when he was commanded of
God to slay his son; or as Jaoob when there was a famine in the land of
Canaan; and again when his youngest son was taken from him, and he
said, "All these things are against me ;" or as Job when he was afflicted
and said, "Naked came I forth out of my mother's womb, and naked
shall I return thither; the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away.
Blessed be the name of the Lord." At such times the living soul seeks
the Lord, and what is the languarge of such a one? It is well expressed
by the Psalmist, "Give eaI', 0 Shepherd of Israel." There is also trial
in grace. This is experienced when God hides His face from the soul,
when the child of God cannot see his signs of grace, when he longs for
communion with God, and yet he is deprived of it. He often prays at such
times, and finds the heavens as brass; he i8 often dissatisfied with himself,
yet unable to be different; his love is often cold, and yet he is unable to
rekindle it; his faith is often very feeble, and yet he has no power to
strengthen it; he is most anxious for the Holy Ghost to bear witness to
his spirit that he is a child of God, and yet there is the devil harassing
his mind, sifting him as wheat, and seeking his destruction. Beside all
this there is an evil heart of unbelief, which is ever causing him to depart
from the living God; and thus the path of the child of God is one of
ff
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trial. And what does he do in every fresh trial? He cries unto the Lord.
And what is his language? It is well expressed by the Psalmist, "Give
ear, 0 Shepherd of Israel." Is the Shepherd of Israel indifferent to the
cry? No! "Call upon me," he says, "in the day of trouble, I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." Again," The eyes of the Lord
are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers." Again,
"I love the Lord," said a gracious man, "because He hath heard the
voice of my supplications." The exhortation addressed to the flock of God
is, "In everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be.made known unto God; and the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."
Are the children of God in distress? let them cry to the Shepherd; if
no answer, cry again and again, for so did the Psalmist who penned the
words, "Give ear, 0 i::lhepherd of Israel," and in His own time He will
hear. The Shepherd ofIsrael cannot be indifferent; He cannot be deaf to the
voice ofIsrael. Indeed, He delights to hear the voice of His bride. "0 my
dove," He says, "that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of
the stairs; let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice: for sweet is
thy voice, and thy countenance is comely." The voice of the Church,
therefore, instead of being unheeded by the Great Shepherd, is that which
He loves to hear. It is the voice of those whom the Shepherd loved with
an everlasting love, and chose in Christ before all worlds to be the heirs
of life; it is the voice of those who are redeemed with the precious blood
of Christ; it is the voice of those who are united to Christ as the wife to
her husband, as members of the body to the head, as the branches to the
vine; and therefore it is a union which shall never be severed; it is the
voice of those who are covered with the robe of the Shepherd's righteousness, and clad with the garments of His salvation. All through the
wilderness the IsraeLof God will need to cry to the Shepherd; they will
always have some confession to make, some request to offer, some want to be
satisfied, and, since the Lord sees fit to keep them waiting, to make them
feel their dependence upon His sovereign power, therefore the unceasing
cry of the Church will be, "Give ear, 0 Shepherd of Israel."
• And then as a kind of plea which the Psalmist seems to put in to urge
the Shepherd of Israel to give ear, he reminds Him of His gracious
dealings toward Israel: "Thou that lead est J oseph," he says, "like a
flock." Joseph was one of the sons of Israel or J acob, and the Shepherd of
Israel led Joseph (that is, the posterity of Joseph, who sprang from
Ephraim and Manasseh, the two sons of Joseph) out of Egypt through
the desert to Canaan along with all Israel. How did He lead them?
"Like a flock," i.e., the shepherd leading the way, the sheep following.
Blessed be our Great Shepherd, He still leads" His people, and so He hath
promised to do. "Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of
Israel; I am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which
leadeth thee by the way that thou s7wuldest go." And well that the Great
Shepherd is the Leader, else the sheep are sure to go wrong. In leading
them He has much to contend with: there is in them all a tendency to
wander; on the mountains 01 carnal dependence and worldliness they
wander; in the broad ways of free-will, stubbornness, and self-will they
wander. But then the Shepherd of Israel abideth faithful; He does not
leave them; He in His grace overcomes all difficulties and obstacles, and
causes them, as the effect of His drawing power, to follow their Leader.
And then the Shepherd has to contend with the blindness and ignorance
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of the sheep. They often walk as those who are blind; they cannot see
their way. But He who leadeth J oseph like a flock says, "I will bring
the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that
they have not known; I will make darkness light before them, and crooked
things straight. These things will I do unto them, and net forsake
them."
The Lord does not drive His people by the lash of law; they are all led,
sweetly led, by His gracious hand. This leading is a proof of their
eternal sonship. " As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God." To every poor crying distressed sinner, the Lord Jesus,
as the great Shepherd of Israel, says,
"Come hither, soul, I am the Way."
And what is the language of the poor sinner? He says,
" Only, Lord, my Leader be,
And I still will follow Thee."
And in what paths does the Lord lead His people? David answers the
question in Psalm xxiii., "He leadeth me in paths of righteousness."
'What are those paths? Gospel paths, in which the righteousness of
God is displayed in the salvation of sinners; and all who are led into
Gospel paths are clothed with God's righteousness, which Christ wrought
out, a righteousness imputed to them by faith. Yes, and all the flook
of God are known by their desire to be "found in Him, not having
their own righteousness whioh is of the law, but that which is through
the faith of Ohrist, the righteousness which is of God by faith." And
why does the Lord lead His people in paths of righteousness? The
answer whioh David gives is, "For His name's sake." What name?
His covenant name's sake; that name by which He has ever been known
in the Ohurch, viz., "The Lord, the Lord God, meroiful and graoious,
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth." Because of this
covenant name, which God has revealed to the Church respecting Himself; therefore He leads His chosen blood-bought people in paths of
righteousness, and all His dealings with His people are" for His name's
sake;" and, when He hath brought them all in triumph to glory, the
reason to be assigned is "for His name's sake." My earnest prayer
to Almighty God is that both writer and reader may belong to the flock
of God whom the Shepherd of Israel is leading; and after a few more
setting suns, we shall be gathered to the heavenly fold, and see our
glorious Shepherd as He is, be like Him, and dwell with Him for ever.
Tyldesley, Manchester.
JAMES JOHN EASTMEAD.
(To be continued, D. V.)

REFLEOTIONS.
:BY THE LATE MR. R. RO:BINSON.

(Oontinued from page 244.)

" Be not wise

~'n

your own conceit. Recompense to no man ev'il fOl' evil."ROMANS xii. 16, 17.
"WISDOM is justified of all her children, and they drink pure draughts
from her fountain." The wisdom of God is heir with humility, and
always acoompanies the joint-heirs of Ohrist, so that they are not wise in
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their own conceits. "Recompense to no man evil for eviL" Oh, my
soul, no weapon for thee to fight these battles with, but wisdom's
weapons, which are spiritual, and mighty through God to pull down
strongholds; without hands, binding the triumph to her chariot-wheels,
and carrying the trembling warrior to tread upon the neck of the heroes
of pride, and the treasures of peace shine on their armour-girdle with
refulgent delight.
" Let every soul be subJect unto the h£gher powers. For there £s no power but
of God: the pOWet'S that be are orda£ned of God."-RO:ll.iliS xiii. 1.
Subjection is a great honour and an ornament and a delight, so far as the
truth as it is in Christ Jesus beaTS the rule. "Higher powers"-not having
man for their author. The love of Ohrist and the truth of Ohrist are the
higher powers; find such f!J,ithful rulers are ordained of God, and strike
terror to the wicked, and are a praise to them that do well. May Jesus
fill England's ,outer court with such rulers, and the courts of Zion be
adorned with spiritual men, and the subjects of grace fed with Gospel
treasures, and be conformed to the image of His Son!
" But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance agal:n made of s£ns every year.
For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away
sins."-HEBREWS x.

3, 4.

Ohrist our sacrifice and atoning High Priest shed the pure streams of
His own precious blood for the salvation of His Ohurch, from Abel the
first, to the last heir of grace. That makes up the' number of His elect" without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins;" and without
the application of His blood there is no peace. The price of redemption
was not in human veins of the sons of Adam, though the hearts of
myri,adsshould have been drained of their crimson stain; the blood of
beasts carried the' type to the outer court, and the ashes of wrath bore
witness to guilt. The types of slain beasts were ready receivers to carry
to the great ante-type, that the full discharge might be from the privy
purse of the crown in the hands of the mystic Paymaster, engaged to purchase the freedom of His Ohurch. There was none to object to it, for none
knew it but God the Father, and they to whom the Holy Ghost reveals
it, which none of the princes of this world knew; for had they have known
it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 0 my soul, rejoice
in this-in the rene"Wals of Jesus-visits, "Whose "Watchful care and very
present help is my soul's delight.
" Before I wa-s a:fflicted I went ast1'f1l1j; but now have I kept Thy wo·rd."PSALM cxix. 67.
o my soul, has God the Father in Ohrist, His dear Son, put thee to
the best of all schools, where He has by spiritual discipline taught thee
to know thyself-a lesson which thou couldst never learn of thyself. 0 my
soul, where wouldest thou have wandered had not Jesus brought thee
back? Oh, how oft hath Thy gentle hand guided my soul safely by the
hidden snare, and securely hid me from the deathly harm of the fo~der's
hand. 0 my soul, in thy affiicted seasons how oft has the "l'ord of
promise been made sweet to thy case in these affiicted moments. How
welcome the tidings and treasures that it brought to me "When faint and
ready to sink! Oh, how I love Thy word! I cannot forget the joy that
it did me afford. 0 incarnate Ohrist, Thy word is ThyseJJ to me. Holy
Spirit, fill my soul's cup with draughts of Ohrist's undying love. Amen.
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" And it shall oome to pass, that before they oall, I will answer; and while they
are yet speaking, I will hear."-IsAIAH lxv. 24.
The secret sigh of a burdened soul passeth the ranks of angels swifter
than lightning, to besiege the throne of God, and lays the prize at the
feet of the burdened mind before the mouth can speak. Oh the come-topass gift! "before they call." Here is thy answer unasked for; here is
love on all sides-topless, bottomless, boundless love, undying, death-overcoming, better than life, death-destroying victory. Victory is Thy divine
shield j "the first shall be last, and the last first." Both hands full, and a
soul overfto.wing with praise j faith and love and prayer shout together.
There is a jubilee feast, and Ohrist is in the midst. " While they are yet
speaking, I will hear." "I will apply my blood aud righteousness to
thy conscience, and loose thee from thy bondage, restore thee to the joys
of my salvation, give spiritual freedom for thy intercourse, and love and
glory in coveuant mercy shall be thy delight while thou art the subject
of tribulation on this side of the bank of the river." Amen.;
" And

if ye

be Christ's, then are ye Abraham' 8 seed, and hein according to
the promise."-GAL. iii. 29.
" 0 wretched man that I am!" the offspring of Adam, in this body of
sin and death; the seed of Abraham in covenaut promise, heirs of God in
covenant gifts, joint.heirs with Ohrist in covenant fulfilment, heirs of
grace in adopting love, and heirs of glory, our prepared home. 0 my
soul, what a security, holy and divine. Thy genealogical line is in Godlike
divinity. One is taken and another is left; prove thy sonship in Ohrist,
and thy title is good; thy heirship reign was sealed on Oalvary's rugged
tree, and lines of blood mark the way. o first love, that I cannot
forget! Mark, 0 believer, and look at this, however dark, dismayed.
tried, or shut up thou mayst be! First love brings up all her train, and
loves thee into love again, and lays her sweet memorials upon thy soul,
and her perfumed odours upon the altar of thy heart. Her rightful claim
drives all buyers and sellers hence, and all false lovers from taking the
royal seat. Love is supreme in power as well as delight, the interim of
heaven's glory, the endle,s love of Jesus, the glorious love of my soul.
" And they that use this world, as not abusing it : for the fashion of this world
passeth away." -1 OOR. vii. 31.
All creation stands obedient for the service of the lost man, whether in
sickness or health; rest, healing, comfort stand in a divine order for him.
A good servant ought not so to be abused, nor given comforts estimated
so low. Lying vanities are serpents that breed in human corruption,
and their stings lie too near not to be felt when faintly resisted. Our
mercies are passed over in too light a way, until Ichabod's withered
carcass makes its ghostly appearance. Ichabod is more to be dreaded
than a host of wild beasts; and, if this ever enters the strongest temple,
the dry-rot will damage the carved cedars. Ichabod in nature bringa on
the leprosy, and no human physician has either skill or medicine to bottom
the malady.
"IJeliver me from the will of mine enemies."-PSALM lix. 1.
Wait patiently, 0 my soul, thy Jesus will appear j He will not suffer
them to do thee any wrong. "They shall consume away as the fat of
lambs, and vanish as the smoke." All they shall do to thee shall only
make thee nestle to the warm breast of thy Ohrist; better to be driven by
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thy enemies' threats than to be drawn by entreative flattery into the delusive
snare of Delilah's lap. The world's enmity has no sting to infest Zion's
sons,'but her flattery shoots personal arrows and death; fleshly entreaties
. are vipers in the eggs, and will sting at midnight, and 1;leat at conscience's
pearly doors with resistless weapons. 0 my soul, learn this lesson to thy
own profit, that Jesus is all thy trust, and thou shalt never bc confounded
nor left without a realizing friend, but" as thy days, so shall thy strength
be ;" not in thyself, nor of thyself, not by thy might, but the promise applied
in thy distresses is;the strength of Christ in thy weakness. 0 believer, this
is yours, and can never fail; no question to be asked who you are, nor what
you are: that'is all known. Thy Daysman Jesus was born for adversity;
every setting sun shall be· your dial, and your arithmetic cast up in
Ebenezer columns. "Christ my help." 0 ye highly-favoured of the covenant of grace, your" lot is cast into the lap, and the whole disposing
thereof is of the Lord."
" My song shall be always of the lovingkindness of the Lord, and be telling of His
salvation from day to day."
All the songs of Zion are entered at the court of Calvary, and none but
the Holy Ghost can draw them from the sacred treasury, and fill the
empty harps of Zion's songsters with the lofty strains of their melodious
joys. 0 my soul, none can learn this but the redeemed. Salvation to
our God, t4e high theme of the undying love of Christ; His righteousness
and blood, the chorus of every song. Every Sabbath is a jubilee, and
every night a model for new events, and every day a telegraph of good
tidings of great joy. Dear child, hear what thy precious Jesus saith :
" If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you." The friendship of the world is enmity against God.
Christ Jesus is the Bulwark of eternal safety. The world's enmity shall
ward off the league which thou, my soul, wouldest make with her poisoned
sophistry, and thy nature is taken captive without hands, and is humbled
in the dust. How sweet thy retreats, 0 my soul, to thy closet, from the
storm and tempest, nestled in the warm feathers of electing love. Thy
company is better than angels', and Christ is the strength of thy joy, and
redemption the cheering song that gives thee a homeward prospect, and
an eager panting for celestial day.
" The time of my departure is at hand."-2 TIM. iv. 6.
All the living in Jerusalem who are enjoying communion with Jesus,
no matter where their persons may be, their Jesus is the holy telegraph
through all worlds, and through aU secret things. Secret things belong
unto Jesus, and His secrets are with them that love Him; the secret
thoughts of aUlay open to Him. But, dear child, it would not do for thee
to know this; it would be too painful for thee to know this, for numbers
of these are overthrown and overruled, as J oseph's brethren were: "Ye
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass,
as it is to this day, to save much people a,live." The Lord overrules the
secret thoughts, and how often wouldest thou rE'joice for Jesus to take
them away from thee! This secret is alone with Jesus, and He only knows
bow to overrule them. Thoughts have their own objects upon whom they
settle and fix. When thy thoughts are fixed upon Cbrist, He is a proper
object; there is both communion and intercourse; these hang like holy
clusters round about thee.
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" I have seen his ways,
will heal him."-IsA. lvii. 18.
Oh, poor child, hast thou appeared before Jesus as a secret mourner
this morning, wounded in the deep, and breathing out thy broken accents
in some secret corner where no eye but the eye of Jesus could be privy to
thee, in thy sighing, mourning, disconsolate exercises? Jesus' eye is upon
thee, He speaks out to thee, "I have seen thy ways, under thy wounded
feelings I will heal thee." Mark, dear child, thy dear Jesus' expression,
thy dear Friend; behold, His balmy hand shall take away thy sting. Oh,
how suited to thy burdened case; if it is a broken heart, the wounded He
will make whole, and restore unto thee the joys of His salvation, and
uphold thee with His loving free Spirit.
(To be continued.)

NO ROOM FOR JESUS!
" And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and
laid Him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn."-LuKE ii. 7.

THERE was no room for Jesus, the caravansary
Was thronged with richer pilgrims, no sbelter there had He;
But in the ruder stable, where beasts were housed and fed,
There in the lowly manger reclined His infant head.
The foxes have a covert, the wild bird has its nest;
But through life's weary journey He found no place of rest:
Despised, betrayed, and murdered, by those He came to save,
On earth His last cold slumber was in a borrowed grave.
There is no room for Jesus, in hearts where Satan reigns;
He holds them willing captives, fast bound in sin's dark chains:
They love their deeds of darkness, approve earth's pleasures well,
And, in their mirth and madness, dance gaily down-to hell!
There is no room for Jesus, in thousands fair to view,
Who never felt tlleir vileness-their guilt of crimson hue:
His name they often mention, yet ridicule His graDe;
The whole need no physician; the contrite seek His face.
There is no room for Jesus, among the Rulers still ;
They laugh to scorn His servants, oppose His word and will :
His deadly foe they foster, receive her cursed brand,
.And league with her to humble our dear and happy land.
There is no room for Jesus, where senseless priests instead,
And England's 'Sons and daughters, adore a piece of bread:
His presence is not needed, His merits are denied;
They love the hateful crucifix, and hate the Crucified.

o foul disgrace to Britain, home of the brave and free!

The boasted land of Bibles and glorious liberty!
Oh, sooner die than grovel before the man of sin,
Or sell the priceless birthright your fathers died to win.
There is no room for Jesus P YeR, in this heart of mine;
R'Jom for Thy blessed Spirit-thy love and grace divine:
To feel Thy blissful presence, to know my sins forgiven,
Were joy alone transcended by perfect bliss in heaven.

Scarborough.

W. S.

ROBINSON
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"ROB ROY" IN THE HOLY LAND.

,THE following letter to the Secretary of the Open-Air Mission from
the Honorary Seoretary (the well-known" Rob Roy" of the press), now
on a six months' tour in Egypt and Palestine, will be read with interest
by the members and friends of the mission:" Tell Hum, Sea of Galilee, January 24th, 1869.

" DEAR SIR,-Perhaps you may have seen from my letters in the T£mes,
or the Record, what a very delightful journey I have been enjoying. In
many respects ihis tour is entirely unique; and I cannot imagine any
mode of travel, or any place for travelling in, more intensely delightful.
I have carried my canoe all the way with me quite uninjured. I have
thus had access to parts hitherto unvisited, and have, I think, made important disooveries, all tending directly to verify the blessed word of God
in its minutest particulars. Perfect health has also been granted to me
all the time, and splendid weather. I have had to go through heat like
the tropics, and' the fi'ozen air round snowy Hermon. I have had storms
of wind and thunder, and gales on the water. Yet all of them came just
when it was best for seeing the country under different aspects.
" Othe1' adventm'es also I have had, and you will see in the Recm'd and
the Times, in letters I sent yesterday, an account of the attack upon me
by the wild Arabs of Heuleh, who fired on me, and with bludgeons and
spears jumped into the water and finally captured me in my boat. But I
carried my point even with these, and went to the spot I started for; and
after all no harm was done, wbile I have the satisfaction of knowing that
, under fire' I am as cool as possibly can be.
" But the charm of course of this journey is the sacred land it leads
me through. Much as I enjoyed my former visit to Palestine, nearly
twenty years ago, I was then too young and inexperienced to know and
to see and to feel what now is impressed on me day by day. Besides that,
I had tllen a companion, and it is far, far better-especially in tours of
this kind, where deep sentiment is aroused, and the heart communes in
secret-that no one whatever should interrupt its quiet thought.
" Just think, for instance, of my first day on this.lovely lake of Gennesareth. I sat in my Rob Roy, in the centre of the northern part of the
lake. ThE) hills on shore were about three miles off on either hand. The
air was balmy, like the finest June day in England. The sun shone, but
veiled by a delicate curtain of fleecy clouds. The water was blue, and
without a ripple. The sounds of sheep bleating and streamlets gurgling
were the only music: and there I read in my Testament John vi., following every incident by actually looking at the places mentioned. Finally,
I went to the spot where the Apostles started in their boat, and I rowed
the' twenty-five or thirty furlongs,' which they had toiled through in the
direction of Capernaum.
" Then again, yesterday, the scene had entirely changed. A thunderstorm gathered far off with distant rumblings, low but deep; the clouds
mounted on high, the rain poured down in torrents, the wind rose to a
gale, and my little canoe was tossed on the raging waves. To get ashore
from this was not easy, and to save my boat I jumped into the water,
and so got her to land on this rocky beach.
"Sitting now in my tent, when I raise my eyes they light upon
Gergesa, and the place where the demoniac was healed. I have already
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been across to see if I could make out the place where the herd of swine
ran into the sea.
"But everything I have seen and probed to the bottom has always
turned out at last to be in complete accordance with the Bible. Yes, dear
sir, it is not a 'cunningly-devised fable' that we are living by. Ohrist's
religion is a reality~a dreadful reality-dreadful to many, but sweet and
charming to some.
"I have had many opportunities of speaking or preaching- in the openair to schools, to groups of men and women, and to individuals to whom
I have giv.en tracts.
" Those who are privileged to visit this land have a talent trusted to
them, which they will have to answer for. We can indeed know and
receive the Lord without living in the towns where He lived, or walking
on the ground He trod. It is in a spiritual manner we must know Him,
and not' afGer the flesh.' Paul hew Him in both ways; and he distinctly tells us he did prize Ris natural knowledge of Ohrist, obtained by
having seen Him with the eyes of his flesh; and rested on the knowledge
by faith, which all of us may have without coming to Palestine.
"Still it is indeed a glorious thing to have seen this country. Here,
where I am spending a week, the Lord of glory passed three years as a
man. I am just now encamped in a ruined city. Under my feet are its
black stones, but no one can tell its name. It is one of three or four
thought to be the ruins of OapernauIii.; but the best authorities are
entirely at variance as to the sites of Ohorazin, Bethsaida, ,and Oapernaum ;
and yet all these must have been within two or three miles of this spot.
Now Tyre and Sidon are well known. Is hot this a most curious confirmation of hrist's words of woe, that these three towns should not even
be known as ruins, while for Tyre and Sidon it is more tolerable even now?
"I trust you have been going on well in the Mission. Perhaps you
"may read this letter at your next meeting, and give my Ohristian remembrances from Galilee to all the members of our society.
" I shall soon have finished this t{)ur; but I can never, never forget its
sacred dlJlights. Nor is it other than pleasing to God that we should be
thankful for having such sights as I have witnessed. When the two
disci pIes of John followed Jesus, He turned and asked, 'What seek ye ?'
They said, 'Master, where dwellest Thou?' He said, 'Oollie and see.'
Gracious words these! I, too, wish to know where He dwells, and. He
says to me, 'Oome and see.' Yes, and where He dwells now I shall also
see; nor can I suppose that even in Heaven the redeemed followers of
Jesus will cease to remember, or to speak of with interest, the very hills
and rivers and plains and cities which, during this very delightful journey,
I have had the great privilege to visit.
"Yours faithfully,
"Mr. G. Kirkham,
"JOHN MAC GREGOR.
"Open-Air Mission, 11, Bucldngham Street, Adelphi, W.O."
In the midst of much exercise of mind, it is possible that hope may
languish, and comfort be reduced to a low ebb; yet the Divine Life may
still be advancing, and the soul growing in humility, deadness to the
world and the mortification of her own will, as the sap during winter retires
to the root of the plant, ready to ascend and produce verdure and beauty
on the return of the spring.
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REAVENLY SEORETS.
MOST DEARLY BELOVED IN THE LORD.-Your warm epistle arrived safely
this morning, and has been read and re-read with very much spiritual
pleasure and inward delight, and I have no doubt resting upon my mind,
that when you were writing it, you could say with our mutual brother
Peter, "Lord, it is good to be here." Well, it is good to be where our
Beloved is pleased to reveal Himself, and to make known to us the everlasting love of· His grace-heart and mercy-heart. He then tells us that
He knows the thoughts that He thinks toward us, and we believe every
gracious word that proceeds out of His mouth, and we can feelingly sing," How precious are Thy thoughts,
That o'er my bosom roll;
Tbey swell beyond my faults,
And captivate my lIoul:
How great their sum, how high they rise,
Can ne'er be known beneath the skies."
But when we shall have left the stage of time, when we shall have
finally retired from the busy scenes of time-life, earth-life, flesh-life, and
sin-life, when we shall be called upon by our Beloved to quit the dungeon
of this world, we shall be ever with the Lord, and everlastingly like the
Lord.
" A taste we have whilst in the vale;
But there the breath that we inhale
Will all be love and naught beside,
Streaming~through Jesus' pierced side."
The inhabitant of that spiritual land shall not complain of earth-sickness,. sin-sickness, flesh-sickness, or world-sickness. And the people that
dwell therein shall be eternally forgiven their iniquities. "The Lamb
that is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of waters" springing up from His wounded heart,
and streaming forth D:om His pierced side. There can be no communication of ocean-love, but through atoning blood. The great love wherewith
our covenant God loves us finds no way of reaching us but through the
agony and bloody sweat of our Kinsman-Redeemer j and, although this
mysterious and deep love took its eternal rise in the heart of our God and
Father, there was no possible way for it to be conveyed to the lower parts
of His earth, but through the channel of our Bridegroom's blood. The
hidden life of God was revealed in the Vine of the Father's right-hand
planting, and the fruit of covenant love was only to be found upon this
choice Tree, which grew in the midst of the paradise of God j and this
Vine must be bled to death to redeem the life of the Church, and the fruit
of this spiritual Tree of life must be stripped from its branches, in order
to make wine to cheer the heart of God and man. Thus He was made
"naked and bare" to clothe His bride, and He was" dried up like a
potsherd," that the "potsherds of the earth" might become "vessels of
mercy afore prepared unto glory." Hence from the death of Jesus sprang
the life of His people; from the wounds of Ohrist arose the healing
balsam of the Church. He died that we might live. He" was crucified
through weakness," that we might rise in the resurrection power and
glory of His Godhead. " In that He died, He died unto sin once; but
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in that He"liveth, He liveth unto God:" therefore (, For me to live is
Christ, and to die is gain." For know ye not that" our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed." As the body
of sin is destroyed, the body of purity, the spiritual body of Christ, alone
remains indestructible; hence" I live; yet not I [in myself]; but Christ
liveth in me."
The life of the first Adam is a life of enmity against God, but the life
of the Second Adam is a life of warmest friendship with God; the life
of the flesh iB a life of distance from God, whiM the life of the Spirit is a
life of nearness to God; the life of nature is a life of defilement, whereas
the life of grace is a life of purity. Flesh-life is earth-life, sin-life, worldlife, and death-life; but Spirit-life is heaven-life, divine-life, holy-life, lovelife, light-life, grace-life, and glory-life. These lives and livings are
" contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot do" with the naturelife " the things that ye would" with the grace-life; for" that which is
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit."
"Now the Lord is that Spirit: and, where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is liberty." Therefore said one, "Uphold me with Thy free Spirit." We
find that whilst" to be carnally-minded is death," "to be spirituallyminded is life and peace." But the carnal mind is never Bpirituallyminded, and the Bpiritual mind cannot possibly be carnally-minded.
Nature cannot rise into grace, grace cannot descend into nature. The
natural heart beats earthward, the spiritual heart throbs heavenward.
The earthly mind is taken up with the moveables and vanities ofthe timestate, "Whilst the spiritual mind is engrossed with the immoveables and
the vit.al realities of the heavenly state. Hence the life of the flesh is
mortal life, but the life of the Spirit is immortal life. The first is a back"Ward life, the second is a forward life-they lead in opposite directions,
they live in contrary atmoBpheres, they aSBociate with different companies.
But, as the two lives are in the same person, and the" two manner of
people" dwell in the same clay tent, the one is materially affected by the
other. When the fleehly life is feasting, the spiritual life is fasting; when
the natural life is rejoicing, the heavenly life is mourning; when the
horizon of the first is clear, the heavens of the second are covered with a
dense cloud; whilst the one is singing nature's song, the other is sighing
to realize grace's melody. ThuB when our Esau-nature is up, our J acobnature iB down; and the Lord says, "By whom shall Jacob arise? for he
is small." He is small, and he knows it; he is weak, and he deplores it;
he is empty, and he feels it; he is dark in mind, and he mourns on accollnt
of it. But J acob's God Bays, "Fear not, thou worm J acob!" Oh, how
timely are his fear-notB! How sweet are the words from His all-gracious
lips! How soul-satisfying are the smiles of His face! How heartcheering are His looks of love! How mind-animating are the earnests of
our eternal harvest! How perfectly contented are we when He speaks
Himself into our new heart! How we have all and abound when He
manifests Himself unto us! How we glide out of time into eternity, and
retire from earth and self, when we feel the almighty drawings of His
love, the powerful constrainings of His grace!
"Then we hold such sweet communion
With our Saviour, Brother, Friend;
Sing His love, the bond of union,
Matchless love without an end:
Hallelujah !
Hallelujahs now ascend."
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We well know that vital union alone will ensure real communion;
therefore it is exclusively upon the ground of relationship that we enjoy
holy intimacy and blessed fellowship with the Lord our own Beloved.
. Family secrets are sacred to the family, so that its members only know
the love of the Father, the blood of the Son, and the blest communings
of the Eternal Spirit. But we are well assured that
" True loeligion's more than notion,
Something must be known and felt;"
for in eating Him, we live by Him: and in "seeing Him who is invisible," we are. enabled to endure the buffetings of Satan, the reproaches
of men, the scorn and derision of the false Church, and the inJplacable
hatred and defilement of our sin-polluted heart. Strength equal to our
daJ is promised us by Him who cannot lie; by Rim
" Whose heart is made of tenderness,
Whose bowels melt with love."
With Jesus we are one; from Him we shall never be separated; with
Him, in Him, and by Him, we shall ever dwell. He is the home of our
heart, the dwelling of our soul, the bower of our mind, the seat of our
rest, the source of our joy, the spring of our delight, and the river of our
pleasure. Indeed,
" He's all that's good and great,
All that I can admire;
All that's endearing to my sonl.
And all my soul's desire."
Can you not join me in saying, "This is my Beloved, and this is my
Friend? " To you I know He is "the chiefest among ten thousand,"
yea, "the altogether lovely." And what He is to you in the glory of
His person and the perfection of His· work, He has made Himself to
be by the blessed revelation of His own Spirit. You can only know
Him so far as He is pleased in holy sovereignty to open up and to
unfold to your spiritual mind His eternal excellencies and unfading
glories. He can only appear beautiful, glorious, and precious to the
spiritual heart. The natural heart is enmity against Him; the carnal
will is opposed to Him; and the child of the flesh runs in a "ay that
is counter to the Lord's narrow way of life, secluded path of blood,
and hidden way of holinesso " They that are in the flesh cannot please
God," for they are continually running in a way not" cast up by the
Lord. "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit." - As "joined to
the Lord and one Spirit," the time past sufficeth us to have \\""rough the
will of the Gentiles; and as led by the Holy Ghost we see an end of all
perfection in the flesh: and" the life that we live in the flesh (not by the
flesh) we live by the faith ofthe Son of God, who loved us and gaTe Himself
for us." In Him we find the creature-bond to be broken, the natural tie
to be snapped asunder, and all fleshly relationships to be made null and
void. Sin and sinning, in Him, recede from our view; the "orld and its
so-called pleasures are banished from our sight, and love, blood, and
salvation form the theme· of our heart, constitu~ the delight of our
spiritual mind.
Hence it is no marvel if we be looked upon by the religious world as
most strange and eccentric. They know not what "e are, they cannot
tell where we live, they are in the dark as to what we feed upon, they
are in utter ignorance respecting the source of our joy and the centre of
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oUr delight. Our'i}lner life is hidden from their rude ken, our secret
communion with the Lord they are utter strangers to, and our sorrows and
our joys they cannot be affected with, for our sorrows they know not, and
our joys they share not. What cause, then, have we, most dearly beloved, to bless and to praise our God for inner-life and secret love!
" Eternity will fail to prove
The vast immensity of love."
"Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the flood drown it :"
and when" the great love wherewith He loved us" is realized in the
heart, when It is shed abroad in the soul, when it is opened up and unfolded to the mind, what peace flows in! What holy joy abounds! What
sacred delig'ht ensues! We are then happy in the Lord, joyful in our God,
and ravished with the beauties and glories of our Beloved. We can then
feelingly commit our way into His hands, and experimentally acknowledge Him in all our goings. There is no cloud to overspread our
spiritual horizon, there are no dark shades to eclipse the blest rays of our
Sun of righteousness, and there are no wilderness cares and sorrows to
teaze, perplex, and bewilder our mind. He grants us peace, and none
can cause us trouble. He warms our heart with the fire of His love; He
cheers our spirits by the odour of His blood; He refreshes our mind
with the disclosure of His grace-thoughts and glory-purposes, and we
can joyfully and cheerfully sing,"I'm happy, all is well!"
And no"", beloved, for the time being I must say farewell. The Lord
go on to bless you, indeed ! We well know that
"He who whispers pardon'd sin
Was never known to lie."
and " Blessed is she ilia believed: for there shall be a performance of
those things which were told her from the Lord." "The Lord is not
slack concerning His promise," and "If we believe not, yet He abideth
faithful. "
With our best and united love, believe me to remain,
Yours ever affectionately,

J EDIDIA.1{.
A DREAM.
So far from dreams as a rule being pleasant or agreeable to me, they are
for the most part the very opposite. I often sympathize with Job, where
he says: "When I say, My bed shall comfort me, my couch shall ease
my complaint; then Thou searest me with dreams, and terrifiest me through
visions." At such seasons I am reminded of a dear child of God, who, on
one occasion, told one of his fellow-pilgi'ims that he literally feared to go
to sleep, because of the dreadful dreams with which he was harassed.
Hence he had, from time to time, to pray earnestly that in this respect
the adversary might be kept at a distance, and not allowed to worry and
t.orment him. The dream, however, of which I am about to speak was
quite an exception to the general rule, as far as I am concerned. I had
passed a very restless night, and it .was long after day-light, when, falling
aslee:p, I dreamt that with a friend I was walking through a wide-spread
churchyard; reaching the centre, to my amazement, I found some dozen
BE
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to twenty tombs with the slabs which covered them half open, like the lid
of a chest partially raised upon its hinges. Glancing beneath I saw
occupant after occupant in the act of rising as if from a most refreshing
sleep. There was not the semblance of death or any of the gloomy associations of the grave; but, as each person gradually rose, the countenance was irradiated with a brightness, a peacefulness, a serenity-yea,
a joy-which words utterly fail to describe. Each looked in the full bloom
of health and vigoUl', and as though consciously entering upon some
unspeakably-blessed triumph and reality. My whole soul was perfectly entranced as I contemplated that marvellous, never-to-be-forgotten
scene,and, addressing my friend, I exclaimed, " Oh, it is a blessed covenant
hope, the etet'nal waking up from all sin and sorrow." As I then really
awoke from one of the most glorious dreams with which I was ever indulged, the words came to my mind, " As for me, I will behold Thy face
in righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness."
This portion was immediately followed with the very solemn words of the
prophet, "And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt."
I have to thank God for the afore-named ill'eam, "hich, for want of
language to depict so glorious a scene, I ha,e mos imperfectly described.
The savour of it still rests upon my heart, and has ser,ed under God to
lift me up above much of the gloom and depression of which for a long'
time I have been the subject. I have had since a little taste of the sweetness of living by the day, and am praying my gracious Lord that He
would kindly and mercifully enable me to give heed to His own most
blessed word: "Take therefore no thought fot the morrow; for the morrow
shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof." It is a blessed word: Lord, Lord, give me yet more and
more to realize its precious power and unspeakable satisfaction.

D. A. D.
THE PATIENCE OF HOPE.
I.

And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in Thee."-PslloY =:ri:t. 7.

WHY dost thou tarry here below,
Poor, weary one? I fain would know,
Why dost thou not take upward flight
To that fair home where all is bright,
Where none are weary, none lu:e sad,
Where Jesus makes each spirit glad?
,
Why not go home?
Though oft impatient to behold
The glories which are yet untold,
Yet still I wait, with anxious ear,
Listening that joyful sound to hear,
When to the blessed home above
The voice of mercy and of love
My soul shall call.
My Lord and Master hath not yet
His servant called-doth He forget?
Ah! no; forgetfulness is mine,
Not His; I know His love divine

Cannot forget the gra,en name
Which on His hand remains the same
My name is there.
And every waiting day I live,
To God, my God, myself I giveSoul, bod~> spirit, all-that He
May glorify Himself in me.
. ought that I have or am is mine!
It is His own thfl,t I resign
Into His hand.

No!' will I weary waiting here
If Jesus to my soul is near;

His heart is but on love intent;
His ear to ea{;h complaint is lent;
His presence can the lonely cheer;
His hand can wipe away the tear.
With Him I wait.

-------

--
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W~ISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERYANTS.

" Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace." -PSALM xxxvii. 87.

A "WISE SON," WHO MADE A "GLAD FATHER.'!,
(Continued ft'om page 32 .)
THE mind well taught of God immediately recognizes His sovereign
parental hand in all the events of life; nor will those who walk in faith's
implicit obedience seek for their daily supplies from any other source.
Thus, referring to the abundant mercies of every day's bestowment, dear
J osiah said, "God knows exactly what we need, and He will be SUl'e to
give us what is really necessary for us to have.'; Ag-ain he said, "But
those who are without affliction of some sort do not feel their need of.
crying to the Lord." No, indeed, they do not; it is only "the poor"
that useth "entreaties,i' and the afflicted that are the really necessitous:
these will "cry unto God in their trouble," and He will "bring them out
of all their distresses." Such were the daily exercises of our mind at
this time of need and prayer. Furthermore, on being told of a person
",ho said "he could live a whole day without sinning," Josiah replied,
"Then more shame for him if he does not live so every day;" adding,
"The thought of foolishness is sin." Yes," if we say that we have no
sin we deeei,e ourselves," and there are some who live and die in this
self-and-soul-deception. But blessed be God my son was taught of the
Lord to know and hat~ hinIseli, and it tended much to our " good hope"
of him" through grace," that ueh an innate consciousness of heart-andlife-depravity kept him sensible of his state as a sinner to the last. It
was his mercy also to know that grace must reign continually, to keep
down and subdue the incessant risings of sin in some of its insidious
forms or other. Indeed, so alive was J osiah to its secrflt workings within,
that, though humbled as he was under the mighty hand of God, yet (as
he said), "of that very. humility he grew proud." Has the reader ever
taken a walk through the chambers of imagery within? If so, he has.
seen all these abominations portrayed on the walls of his heart; and
then self-abhorrence and self-loathing must surely be his companions by
the way. This is the necessary discipline of all those who are taught to
love and seek the Lord; and it is only where the fruits of the flesh are
thus felt and lamented, that the "law of Ohrist's righteousness" will be
found in the mind, "warring against," disallowing, and hating the" law
of sin" in our members.
.
My son was" chastened of the Lord" unto a discovery of these deathworking principles within, which created necessities in his heart for the:
inwrought purity of the law of the Spirit of life, that Ohrist might reign
supreme. Indeed, it was by the "rod" and the "reproof" (both
administered in love) that he obtained much of the "wisdom" he pos-'
sessed; and by which he "clean escaped the corruption that is in the~
world through lust." Herein lies all the difference between those w~o
a!e taught of God, and those whose tuition is of man. A" knowledge of
E E 2
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sin" can no sinful creature impart. It is the "Spirit of truth" alone
that convinces thereof, and therefore the distinction between the righteous
. and the wicked is made manifest by the Holy Ghost, thus, "some men's
sins are open beforehand, going before to judgment j and some men they
follow after" (1 Tim. v. 24).
Oh, what a mercy if our sins are laid open to our view by the searching
law of God in the conscience, and" thus go before us unto judgment i"
the judgment of God, who giveth us a judgment also concerning them i
so that we see them somewhat as He sees them, and are reconciled to His
decision in their destruction, for it is only by thE) disclosme which this
" candle of the Lord" makes in our hearts, that we are filled with horror,
indignation, and self-hatred at the sight, and whereby we are henceforth
led to humiliation, repentance, confession, and prayer. But we are thus
judged of the Lord in time, "that we should not be condemned with the
wicked hereafter." . And herein lies the eternal mercy of our God to all
His chastened, afflicted, and exercised people.
Among this favoured host was found my suffering son, who, being now
so far loosened in the mental part, and unpinned in the mortal, was
"separating" himself by "desire" (after Ohrist) from all that is earthly,
that he might" intermeddle" with the pmer glories of the heavenly. He
had wellnigh dwelt long enough in this mount, and was soon about to
be called up higher j therefore our thoughts were now turned to that
coming celestial time, and that holy approaching place, where our corruptible selves shall have no more inheritance either in ourselves or in others,
all being made perfect and complete in another, even in Ohrist. Thus
among the number of our sick-room conversations was one on the subject
of personal ?'ecogndion in hea,ven; a pleasing and prevalent doctrine supposed to be derivable from the letter of Scriptme, but which loses all its
force and significance when viewed in the light of the Spirit: for how
can we identify those in heaven we have loved on earth, without associating the earthly with the heavenly, which is contrary to the analogy
of faith and the word of God (1 001'. xv. 40, :48)? Or how can the
husband recognize the wife, or the wife her husband, when "there is
neither male nor female in Ohrist Jesus?" (Gal. ii. 28.) Or how are
parents to find out their children, ",hen all parentage among the adopted
and redeemed is centred in God, who calls His one family by a name
"better than that of sons· or of daughters?" No, my dear reader, we
shall all be changed, into the" same image" it is true i but that is not
the earthly image, but the heavenly, even the likeness of om Lord Jesus
Ohrist. Nor yet is it into half the image of the" fu'st Adam," and half
into the likeness of the" Second Adam;" but as mortality is swallowed
up of life, so will creatureship be in Ohri~t. For as "flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God" even here upon earth, so neither can
the principles of flesh and blood have any place in the spiritual kingdom
above., The body terrestrialis one thing, and the body celestial is another.
In the flesh we know no man after the Spirit, and in the Spirit we know
no man after the flesh. There may be "children of God," whilst at the
same time they are the children of men on the earth j but there cannot be
children of men when they are the children of God in heaven.. Here all
affinities cease but the one eternal relationship subsisting between Ohrist
and His Ohurch.
"The Lord gave "-that is .the beginning of all creature-union with us
- " and the Lord hath taken away "-that is their ending j and it is for
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us to bow, and say, "Blessed be the name of the Lord." Such a Scripture is God's call upon us to deny ourselves as creatures, and cheerfully
to give up ours to Him. "Cease ye from man," means not simply from
your fellow-man, or from false and treacherous neighbours or friends;
but from the very man-nature which we ourselves inherit, possess, and
propagate. Our" affections" as well as our " lusts" (and the affections,
being strongest, are put first) must be crucified; and, if they are not so in
our lives, they will have their termination at the tomb. The grave is the
burial-place of all memorials, and where a man's" love" as well as his
"hatred" perishes for ever (Eccl. ix. 5, 6). God the Father hath made
the concentration of all celestial felicities to centre in the Person of His
Son; and, if our treasure is in heaven, our hearts must be in Rim who
constitutes that heaven, wholly and eyerlastingly fixed in Him. He alone.
is the true believer's" treasure in the heavens that faileth not." Christ
Jesus the Lord is the fulness, perfection, and glory of God; and He who
is God the Father's everything, must be the ransomed believer's all.
The reader will pardon me if I proceed further with this interesting
subject, and which I desire to do, not merely because the dear departed
so fully entered into the discussion, but so many kind and well-meaning
sympathizing friends having sent me their condolence at my bereavement,
founded upon the supposed (and to relatives sweet) idea that" the Lord
will give me again in a better world this lost treasure."
. Now my fond heart (second in affection, and perhaps creature-idolatry,
to none) could wish it were so; that one so amiable, so virtuous, and so
" wise," could be my own again. But of the "ransomed of the Lord"
He says, "They shall be mine in that day when I make up my jewels."
And time is fast hastening on unto the restitution of all created intelligences unto God their Creator, who gave to mortality breath and to
immateriality spirit and life. And the persuasion of this prevents me
from cherishing the thought that He will restore anything unto me but
that which" He took no away;" namely, the pristine holiness of God in
Christ Jesus which I possessed in Him before the world began. 'Tis
true, the "earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God;" but it is the "sons of God," and not the
children of men, and that viewed in sole relationship to Him "of whom
the whole family in heaven and earth is named." "The Lord's portion
is His people, and Jacob is the lot of His inheritance;" and the Lord
alone shall possess Jacob or Judah as His portion for ever in the perpetually h01y land.
For" there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in
Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by
Him:" inseparably, unpluckably, and everlastingly one. "One spirit
with Him." And so essential is the manifestation of this vital union, to
the glory of God, that Jesus founded His prayer to the Father expressly
on this wise: "That they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in me, and
I in Thee." All then are made one, "one new man;" and one becomes
all. "My dove, my undefiled, is but one." Their distinctiveness is lost
in Christ's consociation with the Father, and their personality in His perfection; and thus as there are no two loves (or twain sexes) in our glorified Lord, so neither is there aught of duality in the mystical sanctified
members of His body. Being "made perfect in One," they possess
oneness among themselves in His perfection. And as is their nature,
such is theu' employment.
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"Ten thousand thousand are their tongnes,
But all their joys are one."
"Jesus is their glorious theme,
Every eye is fixed on Him."
And, were the heayenlyorder to be disarranged by individual greetings,
or personal recognitions, it would disturb the harmony, displace the
equality, destroy the peaceful unity, distract the soul's fixity, and thus
deduct from Christ's glory.
Furthermore, that which the "sons of men" (so foreviewed) everlastingly were in. Christ, known and named of Him before the world began,
that they will be in Him when the world shall be no more. Eternity
to come, is eternity past completed; the fulness and perfection of all the
holy will of God in Christ Jesus for ever, and saints redeemed will enter
heaven to enjoy that primeval glory they lost in the "first Adam," but
regain in the" Second." And this is what God will "restore" to His
- .everlastingly-chosen people at the resurrection of the just; when, being
" gathered together in one," they will all be one, as " withont partiality"
here, without preference hereafter. Everlasting Love loves all alike;
and the equally loved will equally love. Heaven is the prepared and
appointed place for the great and grand consnmmation of all things; and
the fruition of cel,estial bliss will be to have Cill·is 's joy fulfilled in us,
and not our joys fulfilled in one another (John xvii. 13). The ground or
our perpetual rejoicings in glory will be in the completion of salvation's
work, and the crowning of Him who wrought it (Rev. v. 9-13). And as
"He shall see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied," so, when we
"awake up in His likeness," we shall be satisfied too; not in seeing
those we have known and loved on earth, but in seeing Him, and that,
"as He is:" and I hope my tearless eyes in glory will be everlastingly
fixed on Jesus, the Absorbent of all attraction, the concentration of all
beauty, the centre and source of all perfection, the fulness and fountain
. of .all real joy and peace.
" May I but safely reach my home,
My God, my heaven, my all."
Now these were some of the soul-reviving truths that sanctified our
minds unto acquiescence in the will of God at the otherwise irreconcilable
prospect of the parting that was before us. And as they are " the things
of God," which can only be known by the" Spirit of God," I believe it
was through having the" earnest" of this Spirit in his heart, that my
son J osiah was led to see in Jesus "all his salvation;" and, as a consequence, "all his desire." So that he could say with David, "Whom
'have I in heaven but thee?" And it was delightful to know (as we
gathered from this conversation at his request) that his latter moments
were neither embittered with the thought of leaving us below, or buoyed
up with the fallacious hope of meeting us again individually and preferentially above. For being well read and taught in the Scriptures of
eternal truth, he, with ourselves, could see nothing but creature-fondness
in the desire (Matt'. xx. 22) or curious speculation in the idea (Matt. xxii.
24-28). Nor do we find any of the Old Testament saints indulging in
the thought of such future self-interested gratification;* they buried
their dead out of their sight, and never said a word on the subject more, .
'" See also an anecdote in Old Jonathan for June, headed "Seeing Jesus" (page 43).
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other than "as 'of themselves in due time going down to ,meet them in the
grave (Gen. xxxvii. 35; 2 Sam. xii. 13). Nor will such allegorical figures
a the" rich 'man and Lazarus" form a solid ground for faith, whilst the
prospect presented to the sight of Job was not to meet his "three
friends" or his children in heaven, but God his Redeemer; and" whom"
be adds, "I shall see for myself, and not another;" and this is the desire
of every saint, and which will constitute the" joy unspeakable" of the
whole glorified body of Christ, when it is "full of glory" through Him.
And it was in this selfsame spirit that the apostle Paul spake wl;J.en he
said, "Then shall I know even as I am known;" meaning, then shall I
know God, even as I am known of God; for at the same time he observes,
" Here we see through a glass darkly, but there faoe to face" (1 Cor.
xiii. 12). Yes," face to face," beloved; think of that. Our face to the
face of Goel, and we not ashamed; seeing Him who is now invisible, with
a perpetually benignant smile, at our bedecked and adorned appearance in
Cbrist.
mely this will absorb all the powers of the soul! this will
"'holly captivate the mind, and form the one eternal charm complete of
all the saved elect. Indeed, I believe such will be the perfect unanimity
of thought, desire, and sanctified will in the redeemed; such the even
oneness of the whole ransomed body of Christ, that they will all see" eye
.
to eye," and" sing together" (Isa. lii. 8, 9).
. "With equal love their souls inflameThe same their joy, their song the same,"
Such were some of our bedside thoughts and remarks upon the coming
glories of the eternal world; we were each .of us led to see that when
made " complete in Christ') all the perfect powers of our souls (as part
of he redeemed body of Christ) would be wholly and equally drawn unto
Himself. And therefore in reading the Scriptures we could not but view
the oft-repeated terms of heaven" and" earth" as chiefly employed to
distin~ merely between the things of nature and of grace, as they
severally belong to their di tine kingdoms below (1 Cor. viii. 6). And
even here the subject breaks open very ble edly to the mind, for to be
children of Abraham in the flesh we must have Abraham in the flesh to
our father; whereas to be chilli'en of faithful Abraham: in the spu'it,
we must be " born of God," and thus belong to His seed', which is Christ
(Gal. iii. 16). In like manner the natmal is lost in the spiritual, when
we view the" brother," the" sister," and the" mother," as all being
absorbed in the one obedient disciple of Christ. And here my son comes
before me in the fellowship of God's Son, which makes us equal in the
bonds of both relationship and love. And this brings contentment and
"quietude to the mind; and therefore, though sweet indeed is the memory
of one so dear, and bitter to nature is the thought of giving up those we
so fondly love, yet must our" affections," however tender and strong,
not only be brought into subjection to the obedience of Christ, but be
" crucified" for our good: that He who is to us the "hope of glory"
now, may be glory's happiness unto us hereafter. How otherwise shall
we say to the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,
"No love but Thine can make me blest,
Or satisfy my heart?"
Seeing, then, that this joy of 'Our Lord's, which admits of neither addition,
subtraction, estrangement, nor diversion, though it does of completion,
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and is therefore" yet to be revealed i" seeing also that in the" heaven
of heavens" with the "Father of spirits," ." who maketh His angels
spirits," that we shall be wholly spiritual too; that Ohrist glorified is to
be the one inheritance of all the saints in light, and that the Lord's highpriestly portion is His people for ever,-let us seek even here upon earth
to walk more in the -Spirit than in the flesh, more in truth than in idea,
more to God than to man: then shall we sit at His feet and learn of
Him, and it will assuredly suffice for us to know that in the kingdom of
glory on high we shall be " as the angels of God" (Matt. xxii. 30).
Nor shall my soul seek aught above,
But praise and glory, peace and love j
With one eternal gaze upon
The Holy, Holy, Holy One.
(To oe

VIOrORY

conclucl~d

in our next.)

OVER SICKNESS, SORROW,

Al.~D DEATH.

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-What the glorious Mediator hath said (Luke xii.
3) has been impressed upon my mind, while calling to remembrance the
life, sufferings, and death of that dear child of God, Mrs. J ohns. It was
by your desire, in the year 1860, that I called upon her, and found her
very ill, confined. to her bed in a consumption, of which malady her husband had died a few months before.
I said to her, " There is a skilful Physician that I know, who has, and
does when He pleases, heal all manner of diseases, both of body and soul.
What a blessed thing it would be for you, if you were brought to know
Him. Then would you with confidence roll yourself, with all your wants,
in all your weaknesses upon Him. And although it may not be His
pleasure to heal your bodily disease; yet sure I am that He will heal
your soul's diseases, when you have been made to feel and know them."
Since that first interview, I have many times thought upon this dear sufferer, and how she turned, and looked upon me with a smile, saying, "Oh,
sir, I know Him of whom you are speaking. Yes, sir, I know that wonderful Physician. But I did not know Him, until I went into the wooden
church, and heard that man of God who preaches there. It was there, in
that wooden building, the Lord was pleased to reveal Himself to me; and
He still continues, under my sufferings, to reveal Himself in His loveliness. Ah," she said, "many of my neighbours chide me for going to sit
under the same minister, and they say to me, 'What a fool you are, to go
and hear that narrow-minded man, who preaches up election, and mll not
give people a chance of being saved. Had you stayed with us, or did you
go to any other church, you would have many gifts j but the gentry will
not g'ive you anything, if you go to hear that man.' " Her reply to these
lovers and seekers of the loaves and fishes was, "I do not go to church for
worldly gain, but I go there to get food for my soul." But these bellyGod worshippers, never having felt and known the pinch and pain of
soul-hunger, made sport of the truthful statement of this dear woman.
For wise purposes, in tender pity, the Lord blessed the use of those
l'emedies employed, and the dear sufferer, contJ:ary to all human expecta-
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tion, revived, and was in a little measure restored, so as to leave her
room, and again to walk to the house of God.
After this, her daughter, then about twelve years old, was prostrated
like her mother, and after, months of suffering, was removed, to see and
be with Him she would often call her loving Jesus. After her death,
she had a son who was nine years of age, who was seized with the same
complaint, and in a little time he was taken away from the evil to come.
During the illness of this little boy, subscriptions were made towards
defraying the expenses of building St. Luke's schoolrooms, and the little
fellow laid himself out, in heart, soul, and strength, to render all the help
possible. And the night when the Incumbent received the total which
each subscriber and collector had to pay in, this little boy produced a bag
full of farthings, which he had collected and saved out of his own little and
precarious income. And so different from thousands of other children
was his mind moulded, that he would not spend one farthing to please and
gratify his own palate. Oh, no! all, all must go into the treasury to aid
the good work of building the Schools for the poor and populous parish
of St. Luke's, where he flattered himself with the hope that he should be
favoured to hear and learn something of Jesus, towards whom his little
affections burned with a tender and supernatural glow. But the Lord
took him home to Himself, so that he never ·had the pleasure of meeting
with the scholars in those schoolrooms which he had to the utmost of his
power contributed towards the erection.
Mter the death of this son, the dear mother gathered strength and was
able to attend the ordinances of the sanctuary. But last autumn, her
complaint made rapid strides, and she was again confined to her bed, and
her affliction this spring, 1869, ended in death.
.
But during the latter stages of her affliction, her sufferings were so great,
that I found it a heavy task to visit her. It pierced my soul to sit by her
bed-side and see her pains; for a few moments they would abate, and
then return again upon her, and increa.se, until she would be thrown into
rending agonies. I have visited the sick and dying beds of very many,
both old and young, but never did I witness any sufferings to equal the
sufferings of this dear woman. One day, while I was looking upon her
tortured frame, the substance of two lines upon the sufferings of J esue, in
one of dear Hart's hymns, rolled into_and over my thoughts ; his words .are,
" View Him grov'lling in the garden;
La ! your Maker prostrate lies."
But to me, without any desire or effort on my part, the words came,
" Agonizing in the garden;
La, your Maker prostl'ate lies."
And this reading, when I came to examine it, and compare the word
agonizing with grovelling, I saw that to agonize was more expressive,
and conclusively in harmony with the Holy Ghost's revelation of that
dreadful scene of SUffering and woe, as it is recorded by St. Luke, "And
being in an agony, He prayed more earnestly; and His sweat was as it
were great drops of blood falling down to the ground." Indeed, I can
truly say, that while I sat looking upon, and trying to condole with this
daughter of grief, I had a deeper, broader, and more feelingly minute
discovery of the sufferings of Jesus, the Sin-bearer, than I had ever had
before. Ah, the Lord the Spirit, the Glorifier of Jesus, used the sufferings
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of'this dear woman to bring me in a measure -to know experimentally
what it was, and is, by faith to have fellowship with Jesus in His sufferIngs. That dreaUful death which He died, I must have died for my
. original and actual orimes. But His death by grace being made a
.sovereign gift to me, and reckoned my death, therefore I am brought, in,
by and through His death, to "reckon myself to be dead indeed unto
sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." Oh, how
astonishingly mysterious! The sweet unfoldings of life and freedom were
and aTe mine; the bitter agonizing death was His, and the suffering clue by
which I was led into the sweet discovery was the anguished heart of that
dying one, upon whom I had been looking and with whom conversing.
Upon one of my visits. she said before I knelt down," Don't ask the Lord
'to prolong my life, but do ask Him to be pleased to remove me to that mansion which He has gone before to His Father's house to prepare for me. Oh,
I want to see the King in- His beauty, to be freed from this body of anguish,
sin, and death. Upon another visit, when a little fl:eed from pain she said,
." Oh, that wooden ohuroh ! It was there, ah, it was there the Lord brought
me to a knowledge of Himself. Of that wooden building I may say, it
'was my soul's new-birth chamber. I shall have to love and bless the Lord
through eternity for that building, and what He did for and shewed unto me
in that plaoe. Ah, Jesus Christ is, must, and shall be to me an in all. I
am by nature and in my nature, as you have eaid, as black as hell, and I
know that none of my patohwork :will be of any service to me; oh, no, it
must be Christ's blood only, to remove my blackness, and His righteousness
only, the white raiment to cover my nakedness."
I' Sometimes," she said, "I am tempted to fear that after all I shall be
lost. Then my hope revives, God being the God of hope; and then I can
.say to the tempter, 'Well, Satan, when you shall have the power to take
the throne from Jesus, then I !lhall be lost, but not till then; and that
will never be. Remember, Satan, you could not approaoh to torment
Job without the Lord's permission; nor could you raise up in me such
distressing fears, if Jesus did not give you permission; and He permits
you to do this that He might make you the more manifest as that great
liar, and the father of all lies and liars.'" I said, "Yes, my dear sister,
·and as Satan has tormented you by his lies, and lying insinuations, so he
shall, for those torments he has inflicted upon you, by retributi,e justice,
be tormented for ever and ever; but you shall be c02forted. '
Such exercises and buffetings as these, I love to hear of them. Where
they are not felt, I ahmys find such people, as the Lord hath said: "Moab
hath been at ease from his youth, and he ·hath settled on his lees, and
hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into
captivity: thereforlj his taste remained in him, and his scent is not
changed." But the distinguishing feature of this dear woman 'Was, a
'being" emptied from vessel to vessel;" therefore her taste did not remain
.in herself, but spiritually was drawn out, to taste and relish the graciousness of the Lord God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. And her scent was
changed from creature-hunting, to inhale the sweet ointment and perfume
of thl;lt Friend's counsel, that maketh the heart of those who are cast
down to rejoice.
When I again visited this dear creature, I found her lying upon her
left side, with her hand under her head, and, to appearance, in a doze.
I stood for some time in silence, looking upon her and musing: The substance of my musing will be found in the poet's soliloquy-
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" Soon -thy grie£s will here be ended,
All thy mourning days below,
Then, by angel-guards attended,
To the sight of Jesus go.
u

Struggle through thy latp.st passion
To thy dear Redeemer's breast;
To the climax of salvation,
To His everlasting rest.

" For the joy He's set before thee
Bear a moment9.ry pain;
Die, to live the life of glory;
Suffer, with thy Lord to reign."
After a few minutes' rest her pains were again renewed, and she
beckoned for her daughter to draw her hand from under her head. When
this was done, she looked upon me with a look that seemed to pierce
through my soul, and said, "I am waiting-waiting for the Lord to come.
Oh, would He make haste; come and release me from this prison-this
body of sin, pain, and death." I said, "My dear child, the Lord will not
be hurried; He never does anything in a hurry. He has His set times
for coming, going, and working. And, when you are brought to the end
of your conflict, and your armour is put off, and you shout: 'More than
a conqueror through Him that hath loved you,' then shall you see and
acknowledge that your loving Lord, in His wisdom, hath done and made
everything beautiful in His time. There will be then no dark spots, no
barren wastes, no crooked events. or rough dispensations to be seen, in
all, or anyone of the Lord's dealings with you from first to last while
here below. All-all will be one beautiful chain, every link of which has
contributed its part to work out for you that" Far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory, ' to be inherited in Him, and jointly with Him by
you, through all the eternity of the eternal relative life of Him who is by
His wonderful grace headship your life for e,ermore.
While I was speaking, the dear sufferer, exhausted by pain, went off
into a doze~ I said to the nurse, "Remember, within twenty-four hours
from this time it will be with Mrs. J ohns as dear Kent sings'" As gold from the flame, He'll bring thee at last,
To praise Him for all through which thou hast passed;
Then love everlasting thy grie£s will repay,
And God, from thine eyes, wipe all sorrows away.'''
About seven o'clock in the morning of the day following my last inter.view, while wrestling in agony for breath, her soul took wing and fled
into the bosom of her glorious Redeemer, _Husband, and God. "Sing,
o ye heavens; for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the
earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, 0 forest, and every tree
therein; for the Lord hath redeemed J acob, and glorified Himself in
Israel." Hallelujah. Amen.
THE OLD PILGRDI.
[With respect to the forenamed long and intense sufferer, but now
glorified and triumphant saint, our acquaintance with her commenced
when called to attend her sick and dying husband. He lingered under,
and ultimately died of, consumption; and, as from time to time 'Ye visited
him, our feeling was that those visits were only welcome, as far as the wif-e
was concerned, on account of the shilling we dropped into her hand up6n
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leaving the sick-chamber. Upon the husband's death, his widow left
the parish, and we lost sight of her for some time, until one day she called
upon us with a club-paper for our signature, in reference to her deceased
husband. Her changed and meekened manner led to our making some
remark, when, to our astonishment, she opened up, in the sweetest and
most touching strain, how the Lord had met with her in our little temporary church. We had been preaching, she said, a series of sermons
upon the first chapter of the first epistle of Peter; and, when speaking
upon the third and fourth verses, the Lord brought home the word with
saving power to her heart. "Reserved in heaven for you," she said, "it
is jo'r you-jor you," came the word again and again. " What, me, Lord?
such a sinner as I?" "Yes, you; it is reserved in heavenjor you." And
wherever she went it followed her, "jor you-jor you." Her testimony
was most striking, and from that time she became a diligent and most
attentive hearer whenever her extremely delicate and fast.failing health
permitted. We never remember to have -seen a greater sufferer. For
months and even years we thought it scarcely possible she could last much
longer, and yet she lingered month after month, aud even year after year,
again and again appearing in the house of God, when we thought she had
quitted it for ever.
A dear friend told me that, on one occasion, she was so dreadfully
harassed by the tempter and with unbelief, that she thought it was
of no use to attempt to pray any more. She sank into such a fearful
state of mind, that she thought one morning she would put on her bonnet
and shawl, and go out, with the hope that she might divert her mind and
walk off the dreadful feelings under which she was suffering. She had
walked but a short distance, when, in the most unexpected way, she was
met by a friend, who was at the moment hurrying to the train. He had
passed her before he recognized her. The thought immediately occurred
to him, "Why, that is poor Mrs. J ohns; she will fancy I want to avoid
her." Immediately turning back, with a few hurried words he dropped
some money into her hand, and hurried on to the train. With that
money she was enabled to meet some little matters which were pressing
upon her, and thus the Lord showed her the truth of His word, "Before
they call I will answer, and whilst they are yet speaking I will hear," as
well as another sweet Scripture, "Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things."
We much regret that we could not note down at the time much that
she said during our visits to her sick-bed. Suffice it to say, that at times
her words came with such savour and power,-speaking as she did out of
the depths of most distressing prostration of body, with the bones protruding through the skin,-that we could only sit and weep before the
Lord, as we contemplated His divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency.
During one of our last visits, when we really thought she would have
died as we sat by her bedside, so distressing were the paroxysms of
coughing, recovering her breath, she exclaimed, with uplifted hand, and
as though with supernatural power, " Oh, that blessed temp01'a1'Y church!
Oh, that blessed temporary church I" The testimony, under the circumstances, was most striking; and it seemed, for the time being, amply
to repay one for any care or trial or afH.iction with which we had been
familiar. Again we say, how much we regret not having noted down
what from time to time fell from her lips; but often we find that, if not
done at once, the statement at one sick and dying bed is either confounded
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or forgotten in connexion with another. Her sick and dying testimony,
however, was the full recognition and acknowledgment of the Lord's
loving and gracious and tender dealings. Exhausted as she was, and
her poor emaciated frame so completely worn and wasted, yet there was
the bright and blessed exultation, that though" the earthly house of her
tabernacle were dissolving, yet she had a building of God, an house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens."-EDlTOR.J

A WORD OF WARNING.
To the Edito?' of the Gospel MC!gazine.

My DE.ill FRI&'D,-I have many times had my pen in hand to send
you a few lines, but it is not always easy to write what satisfies one's own
mind, and it is difficult to think that what is unsatisfactory to the writer
can ever be useful to reader.
Lest"your readers should think I am slumbering at my post, or forgetful
of you or them, I feel constrained to write something. May our gl'acious
Lord direct my thoughts and guide my pen.
We live in strange times; apparently, enough is going on around us,
both in the Ohurch and in the world, to arouse the drowsiest, and yet it is
with difficulty any are brought to see the real position in which we
are placed, civilly and ecclesiastically, by the course of events which our
God, in His all-wise providence, allows to occur. Truth abused becomes
error. I firmly belie,e that" tl,e Lord reigneth," and that all things must
eventually produce good-real good-to those that love Him; but, if I am
therefore supine, careless, and indifferent to the movements of friends and
foes, for, or against, that which God has owned and blessed, am I not in
error? This appears to me to be one of the faults of the present age, and
I attribute it to the intensely worldly spirit of the day-a spirit which all
the conveniences, so abundant on every hand, tend to foster, and by
which we are, so to speak, cast into a "deep sleep." Individually, we
seek and love ease, which is most inj urious to our spiritUal state. Ohurches
dread being aroused-people like to be rel£g£ou8 in the society of those who
have the character of being religious, but are as worldly as any in matters
of business and in scenes of pleasure and pastime. Even the things which
may, not unreasonably, be engaged in occasionally, become matters of
every-day pursuit; and, from.this love of ease and pleasure, this unwillingness to be disturbed from the pursuit of wealth, or of carnal enjoyment,
arises indifference to the cause of God and truth.
This is visible in those of whom we had reason to hope better things.
Neither the declaration of Archbishop Manning, that the Ohurch of Rome
has undertaken to subjugate an imperial race; that, England again brought
back under the spiritual despotism of the Pope, the rest of the world will
soon fall an easy conquest; nor the fact that the vitals of the Ohurch of
England, and of Protestant dissent, are being eaten away by those fell
cankers, popery and £nfidelity; neither the one nor the other of these is
sufficient to drive away the lethargy conspicuous in many places. Truly,
" vain is the help of man;" truly, now is the time when the arm of the
Lord must be invoked; now must we individually, and collectively, cry
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mightily to Him wno is able to deliver. Let us " contend earnestly" with
life and lip and pen "for the faith once delivered to the saints." Let us
bear in mind the heart of man is the same it ever was since the fall; the
word of God is the same; above all, that our God is the same omnipotent,
wise, and merciful God who" spared not His own Son," and will, with
Him, give us all things.
Help in the hour of need, wisd<;>m in perplexity, and strength in the day
of conflict, are all from Him, and from Him alone; and He has said,
" For all these things will I be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do
them for them."
Excuse these desultory remarks, and believe me,
Your faithful brother,
..Astley.
ALFHED HEWLETT, D.D.
THE UNOERTAlNTY OF LIFE~OONQUEST IN DEATH.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR 'SIR,-How frequently do you try to impress upon the minds
of your hearerll this solemn truth, viz.: "In the midst of life we are in
death." That t.ruth has been verified very recently in the sudden removal by death of a near neighbour of ours, who, mth his bereaved wife,
were constant -attendants at your church. The last time they heard you
preach was on Sunday evening, A.ugu t 2, "When you spoke from those words
in Heb. xi. 24; and you remember, dear sir, at the close of that discourse,
you referred to some of your dear people who were going away. You
said, how frequently, from time to time, some were missing from the congregation, and how, in all probability, that those present would not all
meet together again in that place, &c. Row striking and how forcible
are right words! The departed one and his loved wife were much impressed with the solemnity of your remarks, and, after leaving the church,
they met with a brother of theirs, told him how sweetly they had heard
you preach, and of the solemn words relative to the uncertainty of life you
gave utterance to; and, on parting, said, "Perhaps we may never meet
again." On arriving home, the words still seemed to press upon their
minds. They read together the "Word of God; and the departed one,
again alluding to the uncertainty of life, said, ".d.h, my dear "Wife, life is
uncertain. You may soon be called away; and perhaps I may be called
first; we know not which." His dear wife is in a very delicate state of
health. On the following Tuefiday, there being an excursion to Watchet,
their home being near, his wife said it was laid upon her mind to go,
that she might meet with her friends once more. The departed one was
much surprised at this, as his wife always objected to go by excursion.
However, they went, and met with most or all of their friends on that
occasion. At their meeting your solemn admonitions were again brought
up: "Perhaps we shall not all meet together again."
After their return home, the departed one complained of a pain in his
inside; had a bottle of soda-water; was better next morning; went to his
employment; Thursday felt very unwell; went to business, but had to
return; became much worse; a doctor was called in, but everything
failed to give him relief; he continued to get worse, "When further medical
aid was sought, and it was considered necessary to operate upon him.
Sunday morning, myself with ano her neighbour were called in to help
him downstairs and into the doctor's carriage. H.e had had a dreadful.
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night the one preceding j his groans were fearful. But, as his dear wife
said, he seemed to have supernatural strength given him as he walked
out of one room into the other without help- On sep-ing us come ·to assist
him downstairs, he said, "Ah, my dear gentlemen, they are going to
take me away. I do not fear for myself. I hope my dear wife will try
and bear up under it." And truly it was heartrending, as we led him
out of doors, to see his loved one in frantic grief sink at the bottom of the
stairs. As he passed up the place, I said, "The Lord only can support
under this painful trial." He replied, "My trust is alone in J:!:im. I
have nowhltre else to look."
I then took a farewell' of him, and saW him no more until I gazed 'on
his lifeless body. How truly solemn to see him walk away on Sunday
~orning being supported by his arms, and on ThUTsday following to be
calTied back again, a lifeless lump of clay, bereft of his spirit, shut up in
the house appointed for all living. But I do trust he is safely landed,
from that which I have gathered from his bereaved widow. Before being
operated upon, it is said he was perfectly calm, and said to the doctors,
"Now, before you begin, or give me the chloroform, just let me say one
word. As soon as I entered this hospital I gave myself up into the hands
of the Lord j and, if I do not live to see or speak to my dear wife again,
tell her I die perfectly happy."
.
His wife was allowed. to see him on Sunday after the operation, but was
forbidden to speak to him. She was with him nearly the whole of the
day on Monday; he seemed very cheerful, alluded to the hymn sung the
last time he "as at church,
" All my times are in Thy hand."
Re quoted e.eral hymns, and said to his dear wife, he wished she had
the hymn-book t.:> turn w certain hymns. He said, "I am going to
heaven. My precious illf'e, the Lord will take care of you," said he; "I
am in the hands of J esns. '
. On .Wednesday there seemed to be an impro.ement for the better; his
loved wife's hopes began to rise; but oh, soon to be dashed to the ground
again. His dear wife was with him when he breathed his last, "hich
was on Monday last. I gathered the following from her. Re had a
great wish to see you, dear sir, before he died, and I believe some one
was sent for you, but you were .absent I know. He then wIshed to see
his employer, and was' very anxious until he arrived. When he did, he
said he wanted to speak to some one about his dear wife; called for pen
and paper, and said, "Please to write, 'I leave everything I possess to my
precious wife.' " This being done, he raised himself up in bed to sign it,
but could not write, but affixed the X; it is then said he prayed fervently for a long time. His wife asking him, "Is Christ precious?"
"Yes-yes," he said. "Are you happy?" "Yes. I am going to
heaven." The nurse having given him brandy several times, he refused
to take any more, saying, "No, .don't give me brandy; give me sodawater." They again tried to get him to take it. " No," he said, "I
never drank too much) while living; don't send me out of the "orId
intoxicated." His last words were" Yes-yes," in answer to the questions, "Is Christ precious?"-"Is it light in the valley?" So I think,'
dear sir, we have good ground to hope he is gone to dwell with Jesus.
No one ever trusted in Him and was confounded. And if he was resting
4J. the arms of Jesus, we know he was in safe hands.
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" The soul that on Jesus hath fled for repose,
He will not, He will not, desert to his foes," &0.
My object in writing, dear sir, is threefold j first, that yOill' heart may
be encouraged. in your work and labour of love; secondly, that you may
come and speak a word to the bereaved widow; and, thirdly, that you
may bring this solemn case again before the people. The bereaved one
wished me to ascertain, if you were at home, that you might bury the deal'
departed one. I told her I knew you would comply with her wishes,
had you been at home; as she was disappointed in this, she said she
should like something to be said from the pulpit: as like cases had been
blessed to her, this solemn event might be made a blessing to others.
I have had some conversation with the bereaved one, and trust that the
root of the matter is in her. She says the Lord has been very good
to her, and wonderfully supported her under this painful trial. Many
Scriptures and hymns have been brought to he~' mind, and she has found
great comfort therefrom,
I remain,
Yours in Ohrist,
J. B.
TJIE NEW OHUROH OF ST. DAV!D'S, WESTBOURNE ROAD,
BARNSBURY, LONDO .
To the EditO'l' of the Gospel Maga.zine.
My DEAR OOUSIN,-I am really ashamed of my negligence in not having
ere this acknowledged your kindness in sending me the Olii Jonatltan
and GOSPEL MAGAZTh"E, in both of which you had so kindly and graphically attended to my wishes j although I did not expect that in the GOSPEL
MAGAZTh"E you would have literally put in my own words. However, I am
encouraged to think that the notice in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has had some
effect, as we have observed several strangers at St. David's on the two last
Sundays, making inquiries about the place, services, &c. I think, if agreeable to yourself, it would be well to continue the notice for another month
or two, as the first may escape the observation of some of the readers. I
can assure you I feel it no small responsibility to ha,e joined oneself to
such a very needy cause as this is, with but small and limited means at
our disposal. I am longing in some way to put forth a strong appeal to
the" not many rich and noble who are called," &c.
Last Sunday, referring to the pressure which lay ~upon him, with regard to the heavy debt upon the church, Mr. ORlliSTON said he had been
advised to call the attention of the ladies of the congregation to make a
combined effort to assist in the work, and requested that.as many as could
would attend in the school-room, on Tuesday evening, to consult together
as to what could be done, and how. Accordingly about twenty attended,
and a very nice little meeting it was j I can only hope some good results
will follow. By the 16th of August next he is legally bound to pay £677
off the debt, and I think he said he had not above £5 in hand to meet it.
He is most laborious in his work, both in season and out of season. I
fear he will wear himself out, and yet he is always cheerful, or at least
seems so, and particularly helped in the pulpit.
He is going to have a little circular printed for tne use of the ladies'
committee, a copy of which I will send you when it is out, and I trust it
will be deeply laid upon your heart to join with us in spreading the case
before the Lord, to incline the hearts of those who are able to help in this
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time of need. I was very much pleased with that sweet and simple testimony in the Magazine which was addressed to you on your birthday.
I hope that your own health is improving, and that you are favoured
with much of the divine presence both in public and in private.
Believe me as ever,
Yours affectionately,

L. S.
Have you heard that dear old Mr. Kershaw is in dying circumstance if
not already departed? I saw a very nice letter his wife sent to my brother
last evening. The dear old man is in the enjoyment of a sweet quiet calm
and peace. . "Mark the perfect man," &c.
[We have no personal knowledge of Mr. ORMISTON, but, from what we
have heard of him through various friends, we believe him to be engaged
in a great and important work; and, knowing well what is involved in
the being called to labour in a poor and populous parish, without any
resident men of means, we can the more readily sympathize with a parochial minister in Mr. ORMISTON'S position. Our own health is materially
affected by a ten years' labour in a parish of nearly 9,000 souls, without
even the aid of a curate. Often we have thought we must resign the
charge; and we have to pray earnestly for strength for the labours of
each day. N ever was this the case with us to the same extent as it is
now. Hence we the more deeply feel for Mr. ORMISTON in his position;
and earnestly do we hope and pray that he may speedily be freed from
this, at least, pecuniary responsibility. The claims of a parish are quite
heary enough without this additional weight. We hope, therefore, that
God may incline the hearts of those who have the means to come forward
at this juncture. Doubtless our dear brother knows what it is to plead
mth Him, as we ha,e done for years and years, that His is the silver and
the gold, as well as the cattle upon a thousand hills; and that He has all
hearts in His hands.-En.
To the Edito,· of the Gos-pel Magazine.

SIR,-In your notice of Mr. Grant's book, "The Religious Tendencies
of the Times," in your last month's number, you quote from the work a
statement that a Congregational Church had been opened at Halifax, in
the trust deed of which" the minister was to be allowed to preach or not
to preach, just as he pleased, the doctrine of eternal misery in a future
state as the doom of those dying in their sins."
The statement evidently refers to Park Congregational Ohurch, and I
beg to say is not correct.
In the trust-deed of this building the belief the minister for the time
being is to hold and preach on the doctrine of future rewards and punishments, is stated as follows:
"The immortality of the soul, the resurrection. of the dead, and the
final judgment, when the wicked shall go away into everlasting punishments, but the righteous into life eternal."
Without entering upon the controversy involved in Mr. Grant's work,
I have no doubt you will think it due to truth to insert this in your next
number, and.
Oblige, sir, 'Y()\llS re'i'>pectfu\l'Y,
A TRUSTEE.
Halifax, June 22, 1869.
F F
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OC:ye ~xrrte5tant ~£aton.
[The following letter (which we copy from .the Rock) speaks for itself. Kothing can
more plainly show how the present Government is anxious in every possible way to pander
to the Papacy. Indeed, it is presumed by not a few that Mr. GLADSTO~E is in reality a
Papist, though acting, for policy's sake, under Protestant name. This, of course, is not
sin in the sight of Rome, whose tenet is, "The end justifies the means."-ED.]

THE GOVERNMENT GAG ON PROTESTANT FREEDOM OF
·SPEEOH.
To the Editor of the Rock.
Srn,-The country is deeply indebted to you for the way in which you
have brought forward and advocated the question of Liberty of Speech.
The necessity of such advocacy has been brought about by what must be
considered by all right-minded Englishmen, the unwarrantable interference of Papists, and the unconstitutional interference of the authorities.
That the importance of the subject has not been overrated, and that the
interference referred to has not been owing to any rashness or intemperance on the part of any individual lecturer-as is frequently urged hy
those who would rob us of our dear-bought privileges-may be seen from
the following fact brought to my knowledge to-day: A friend of mine
from Gosport being in town last week I asked him tD take, on his return,
the St. George's Hall, Portsea, for a cour~e of lectures on the Nature and
De"igns of Popery. But imagine my astonishment this morning when I
received from him the following reply . Portsea, June 1, 1869.

" I went to Mr. Atkins yesterday about the hall, but he said he could
not let it for lectures against Popery, as he. had received instructions from
Government that meetings of that sort were forbidden, under a penalty of
£100 for the proprietor and £20 for every person found there, so that
unless the subject was something else he must decline."
This fact ought to speak for itself. I am a thorough Liberal, but I
cannot sacrifice my Protestant principles to any party. ·What English
Liberal could have conceived that the accession of the Liberals to power
would have resulted in such tyranny. Our politics must now be-THE
QUEEN OF Et'lGLAli'D, OR THE POPE OF RO:liE.

=

MR. GEORGE :MULLER ox
P.lU:SEl\'T RBuGIO S OmsIS.-On Sunday
morning last, Mr. George :Miiller, of the Orphanages on Ashler-down,
addressed the church and congregation meeting at Salem, of "hich he is
the pastor, and in the course of his remarks said that he felt constrained to
allude to the now-absorbing opic: the policy of the Government with
reference to the Irish Ohurch. Speaking of the liberty no" enjoyed by the
various Ohristian denominations, he stated as his most serious oomiction,
that, as events were now tending, liberty would be of bu short duration.
In alluding to the results of the Oatholic emancipation, lli. Miiller expressed his belief that the measure in question had been the means of
increasing Roman Oatholicism in this country fifty-fold and the legislation
of the present time had been the fruits of the legislation in 1829. The
end would ber that Romanism would come in upon us to the full. It is
seldom that Mr. Muller alludes to any matter stirring the political world,
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but the very serious and emphatic manner in which he referred to this
subject seemed deeply to impress his hearers.-Bristol Times and Mirror.
We would call special attention to the testimony of Nonconformist
ministers to the all-engrossing subject of the present day, when the minds
of such appear to be imbued with a solemn sense of the gravity of the
great question now before the public. When we think of such men as the
Archbishop of Oanterbury and the Bishop of Oxford, vacillating as they do,
between truth and error, we sigh for such men as a JOHN KNox and a
MARTIN LUTHER. Would they (with the access to Her Maj esty these
prelates have), scruple to set before her the real nature of her position,
and the impossibility of sanctioning the passing of the Irish Ohurch bill,
without violating her coronation oath, and thus committing herself to
perjury? May God, in His great mercy, stand by our beloved Queen at
this most critical juncture, and give her grace to follow in the footsteps of
her sainted ancestor, George the Third, who expressed his willingness to
abdicate his throne, or lay his head upon a block, rather than break his
coronation oath. The Lord, in mercy, open the eyes of Her Majesty to
see that she is encompassed with men in league with Rome, whose tenet
is, that "the end justifies the meanR;" and hence, they will put a gloss
upon the most diabolical of doings, if so be those doings do but further
their pernicious and ungodly ends. Verily, not merely the Ohurch is in
danger, but the throne and the Protestant constitution is at this moment
in imminent peril.-ED.

~ ltssing

dfbentz. -

~

J1ltontgly !late.

THE Irish Church Bill has been read a second time in the House of Lords.
This has occasioned considerable surprise, for it was confidently conjectured that it would have been summarily rejected; but perhaps, after
all, the wisest course has been adopted, for now there will be an opportunity of amending it in committee, and rendering it, comparatively speaking, harmless; whereas, if it had been altogether thrown out, its advocates
would probably have raised such a storm, that grievous consequences
might have ensued. The debate which took place was in many respectl;l
a most remarkable one. Almost every argument which could be brought
forward for and against the bill was brought forward, and carefully taken
into consideration; and the whole debate was conducted with sucp- calmness and dignity, with such logical accuracy, and with such persuasive
force and eloquence, that it is said that it is unsurpassed in modern times.
The speech of the Bishop of Peterborough was especially powerful; it so
surprised and electrified the House by its eloquent pleading, that it seemed
as if a second Sheridan or Demosthenes had suddenly sprung into existence. One fact was perfectly clear throughout the whole course of the
debate, that the majority of the Lords cordially dislike the bill, and are
fully conscious of its unjust and revolutionary tendencies. The only point
of disagreement between them was, whether it was wiser to throw the
bill out immediately, or to read it a second time and amend it in committee. We are very thankful for this, and we venture to hope by the
ovenuling power of the Most High, this unhappy and ill-omened
J:.!1easure may even yet be so transformed as to become comparatively
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innocuous, if not ultimately beneficial; but very much is still at stake, and
a hard struggle has still to be maintained. The aspect of affairs is
changed, and the scene of contest is changed, but, nevertheless, the contest must be vigorously carried on by all the friends of Protestant truth.
As the Standard rightly observes, "It is no longer a question whether
Protestantism shall prevail in Ireland, but whether it shall be tolerated;
not whether we shall allow equality to the Roman Oatholics, but whether we
shall subject the Protestants to disadvantages which must end in establishing the ascendancy of Rome. And if at this moment the Protestants of
Ireland, the. Oonservatives of Lancashire, the friends of the Ohurch
generally, fail to appreciate the value of what remains to them, and the
significance of the struggle for its retention, their children's children will
have reason to regret their indifference and shortsightedness at this crisis
oftheir Ohurch's fortunes." To this we may add, that every person may
do something in furtherance of this important cause, by diffusing information,-nothing has favoured the designs of our enemies in this matter so
much as ignorance,-by circulating pamphlets and periodicals, which set
the case forth in its true light; and by signing petitions to the House of
Lords to encourage them in their present determination.
We are glad to see that a reaction is at last extensively taking place,
and that a,strong feeling of indignation has been aroused in various parts
of the country. The Scotch people, "e imagine, "ould not now so
readily return the supporters of Mr. Gladstone, if another election were
to take place, for they evidently begin to ~ee that they have been deceived; and that whilst voting for justice to Ireland, as they:supposed,
and for religious equality, in reality they were ·voting for the spoliation
of their fellow-Protestants, and the supremacy of .Romanism. The
assembly of the Ohurch of Scotland has condemned the measure by a
majority of 136 votes to 37, and resolved to petition Parliament against
it. Immense meetings also continue to be held in various parts of
England and Ireland, protesting against it. In Manchester a meeting
numbered, it was calculated, upwards of 200,000 persons; Belfast,
100,000; Liverpool, 30,000; and one in Dublin, ~5,000.
Dr. Manning and the Romish hierarchy both at home and abroad
are greatly exulting. They seem to imagine that the favour with "hich
Mr. Gladstone's bill has been received by a large portion of the English
nation, and by the House of Oo=ons, betokens a disposition to yield all
their demands and to grant all their wishes. They speak, indeed, of
England, as being already won. But this exultation, we trust, is premature. We are thankful to notice that, according to their o'l\ll confession, if they are gaining ground in some respects, they are losing
ground in others. The Tablet, in discussing the question of Romish
"loss' and gain" in England, acknowledges that those of its co·religionists
who maintain that for every convert of intellect and station, Rome is
"losing, spite of priests and nuns and schools, ten Oatholic poor," are
not entirely withnut reasons to urge in support of their view. A large
proportion of tbis loss is traced to the indifference of parents-no great
compliment to the Romish Ohurch, which is supposed to be the best
teacher of parents as well as children; and the cure which the Tablet
suggests is tc,> take the children clean away from their homes. Another
source of loss is the small number of middle-class Romanists. The child
of Romanist parents" goes to service in a Protestant house, or to the
factory under careless Protestant employers, amidst scores of Protestant
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companions. For a short time, probably, it will be seen at night-school,
growing daily bolder in manner and looser in talk; after a few months
it will be lost from the school, probably enough from the Ohurch, swept
away by the torrent of irreligious influence." "This," concludes the
Tablet, "seems to us the real secret of our losses; the overpowering force
of the enemy which, by sheer superiority of number, disperses and divides
our handful of troops. They fall one by one, borne down by an overwhelming crowd around them." Surely such an acknowledgment as this
ought to stir us up to pay increased attention to our schools, and to
endeavour !j,s far as possible to give all the children attending our schools
a thoroughly Scriptural and Protestant education. Moreover, the statistics
of the late census confirm. this acknowledgment. Although the Romanists
have obtained many converts amongst the higher classes, and the number
of their chapels, convents, priests, and schools has largely increased, yet
a careful analysis of the census shows that they have lost ground rapidly
amongst the lower and middle classes. In 1841 the Roman Oatholic
population of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland was
6,500,000. In 1861 the number was 4,500,000, showing a decrease of
2,000,000. But it is affirmed, of course, that this is easily accounted for by
emigration. So it may be, but by this emigration the Roman Oatholic
Ohurch loses immensely. At a council of Roman Oatholic bishops which
was held at Baltimore, in the United States, a short while ago, in their
pastoral they stated that they were "obliged to confess with sorrow" a
great defection from their communion. They said, "If we look for the
descendants of those numerous Oatholic families which have emigrated
to this country during the past and present century, we shall find that
many of them have wandered away from the faith of their fathers, and
that not a few of them are now ranked among the most active and unrelenting enemies of the Ohurch of God." This ought to encourage
every faithful Protestant to be more zealous than ever in upholding the
truth, and withstanding every encroachment of Popery. Not in vain
have our Bibles been circulated far and wide; not in vain has the glorious
Gospel been preached in the churches, the chapels, the streets, alleys,
and lanes of our country; not unheard have our petitions ascended up on
high, that the light amongst us might not be extinguished. Notwithstandin~ many rebuffs and discouragements, the Lord has greatly
blessed and helped us, and we should be cheered and encouraged thereby.
The Queen of Madagascar recently made a noble protest against Popery.
The account of it is taken from the journal of an Englishman who was
present on the occasion: " As the Queen and her Oourt were present at
the opening of the new church at Ambohipotsy, on the 17th of November,
and she expressed her deep interest in the whole service, the Roman
Oatholics were determined not to be outdone; so great preparations were
made, and she was invited to attend the opening of their chapel at
Imahamasina; her reply was, 'she could not, on llccount of the pressure
of business,' so they decided to wait her leisure; accordingly, the 25th of
March was fixed. The Queen left the palace at eight o'clock for the
French Roman Oatholic chapel at Imahamasina, where a splendid throne
had been prepared for her reception. She and the Prime Minister had
most reluctantly consented to go, after many excuses; but the Special
French Oommissioner would not be put off. On arriving at the chapel,
she entered about half the length of the building, and stood while the
Prime Minister addressed her, and, according to Malagasy custom, paid
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hasina (the dollar of allegiance) on behalf of the people. This done, she
turned round and walked out of the building, the Prime Minister and all
the Court following. The French Oommissioner took hold of the Queen's
hand, in order to guide her to the throne prepared for her, but she soon
disengaged herself. The Commissioner then told the Prime Minister' he
could see there was no love, only enmity, for France,' to which the Prime
Minister replied, 'The Queen came to take hasina because the house is
hers, but there is nothing in the treaty to compel her to pray with you.'
The whole transaction lasted twelve minutes, instead of an hour and a
half, as was expected." Surely a greater blow to Roman Catholicism
could not have been inflicted by a Sovereign. She is a Protestant at
heart, and she thinks it wrong to attend Roman Catholic worship, because
she has no sympathy with it.
An interesting narrative has been published by a Protestant pastor in
the south of France, giving an account of the renunciation of Romanism
by an entire commune (or civil parish) in the old province of Dauphiny.
It appears that the inhabitants of the commune of Notre-Dame-de-Commiers had a quarrel with their Bishop in 1860, and began to address
Pastor Fermaud, president of the consistory of the reformed church at
Grenoble, first by letters, and afterwards by a deputation, consisting of
three of their number. With great prudence Pastor Fermaud replied
at first somewhat coldly to these overtures. He made his visitors understand that, before becoming a Protestant, it was necessary to know what
Protestants are, that such a step required an enlightened and convinced
conscience; and that they would do well to begin by endeavouring to
obtain from their bishop the redress of the wrong of which they complained.
For more than five years he gave them the same advice; but in 1865, a
petition was forwarded to him by the mayor of the commune, bearing the
signatures offorty-three heads of families, and of nine out of ten municipal
councillors, begging him to come himself, or to send them a minister of
the reformed religion. In spite of this appeal, M. Fermaud renewed his
exhortations, but, three years afterwards, a suffragan pastor was at last,_
by a resolution of the consistory, sent to the commune, where he performed the first Protestant services, baptisms, marriages, and burials;
and, at the end of last year, Pastor Fermaud himself proceeded there,
and received the formal adhesion of nearly all the inhabitants to the
principles of the Protestant faith.
A somewhat similar case is reported from -Bohemia. Pastor Van Andel,
of Prague, states, that at the close of a service at Raudnitz, where he
preached to a large and interesting congregation, "a deputation of eight
persons, who had been present at the service, waited on me, saying that
they were from a distant part of the country, and in their own name, as
well as in the name of many others, requested that I would come and
preach the Gospel among them also. Taking them (as in other similar
instances) to be Protestants living at a remote distance from others of the
faith, I promised to do what I could for them; so they went a"ay greatly
rejoiced; As soon as they got home, they began to make preparations,
and even hired a hall for six months, to have a place ready for me to
preach in. Fancy my astonishment, when, some time after, I was informed that there was not a single Protestant among them,-indeed that
there are no Protestants at allresiding in their neighbourhood i-but that
they are Roman Catholics, desirous to have the pure Gospel preached to
them! This, however, made the -matter somewhat difficult; because,
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although we have perfect liberty to open places for worship wherever
Protestants reside, and Romanists may attend them (which generally
they do so largely, that frequently three-fourths of the respective audiences
are composed of Roman Catholics), yet we have no right to begin to preach
in places where there are no Protestants resident. Such being the case,
we had to let the people know of the existing difficulty; upon which they
declared that they were quite ready to leave the Church of Rome and
become Protestants; and so there will be no further difficulty in the way
of providing the means of grace for them."

THE REV. JOHN BUNYAN M'CURE.
[WE copy the annexed extracts from the Earthen Vessel for June. It was
but a few months since our dear brother sat up with us till one o'clock in
the morning talking over the Lord's dealings. Little did we then think
that in so short a time one would be reading the mournful intelligence, in
that same room, which the other's letter contained. Yet we rejoice in the
Lord's sustaining power as experienced by our dear bereaved brother.
Our son writes from Sydney, stating that Mr. M'Cure had preached on
the previous Sunday his beloved wife's funeral sermon from a text which
she herself had selected. In reference to the voyage-which was a most
perilous one-our son states that one sea struck him senseless on the
deck: this was whilst going down the English Channel. He speaks of
their deliverance when off the Australian coast as marvellous. The ship
merely cleared the land by two or three cables' length. But, for her
"answering her helm" as she did, she must have gone down in deep water,
having struck against the almost perpendicular rocks, and every soul
p~rished.-En.J

Mter describing the voyage, Mr. M'Cure says:My DEAR BRETHREN,-I am writing thiS letter while sailing abreast the
Australian coast; believing that we shall arrive in safety I will continue
it, and finish. it on my arrival in Sydney.
I am indescribably oppressed.in my mind respecting my dear wife;
poor dear, I know she has had a trying time of it during my long absence.
I do hope that I shall find her well. We have" sown in tears, I trust now
that we shall reap in joy." The Lord grant it; it has been my prayer
during the voyage; often while thus praying it has. appeared as though
some one was speaking to me, She is dead! It plainly must be the enemy
who is thus oppressing m9.
At last we have come up to W oolongong, forty-five miles from Sydney.
Thursday, March .18th.-The Lord has just delivered us from death!
We were near the Botany Heads, when the rain fell in torrents, and, the
wind blowing hard, we could not see the land, when the man on the
look· out at the head of the ship, cried out, "Breakers a-head! land
a-head!" On our starboard bows could be seen the south head-land of
Botany, the wind blowing with greater violence, and we were within one
mile of the land, and not half a shot distance from the rocky breakers.
We were in the broken waters; had not the ship answered to her helm,
in thJ.. ee minutes we should· have been dashed to pieces, and not a soul
could have been saved. It was the Lord who saved us; it was truly
marvellous; it was God-like, and blessed be His name. The remaining
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part of the day, and all night, we were obliged to tack about until the
gale moderated.
At two o'clock on Friday, the 19th, after a voyage of 102 days, we
cleared the Heads of Port J ackson. And now--instead of reaping in
joy, after the sorrow of heart I have endured during my long absence, I
am now called to reap in tears of sorrow.
I saw a boat coming up to the ship with some of my friends; when
they came within speaking distance, I called out to them, "Is all well? "
The answer was, "All well."
.
The tone 9f voice excited my fear. I again called out, "Is all well .9 "
There was no answer; my friends came on board; I said to them, " Tell
me, is all well? how is my wife?" The answer was, "It is well with
her! SHE DIED on the 23rd of February." Oh, dear me, what a blow! I
thought my heart would break.
.
. My friends very kindly took me home. My poor dear children were
delighted on seeing me, for they feared that some evil had befallen me.
What a trial have they endured, in having to witness the illness and
death of their mother, and father away, perhaps at the bottom of the sea!
Our meeting and my feelings I cannot describe. It is a very sorrowful
termination of my mission! But in the midst of my sorrow I have this
consolation, to know that the Lord was very, very gracious unto her. She
was joyful in soul, rejoicing in the Lord.
Just before she died, she said, "I have but one earthly desire, and that
is that I may see my dear husband once more; but, if it is not the Lord's
will, I am quite ?'esigned; my will is swallowed up in His! ..,
.
I cannot write more now; by the next mail I will endeavour to write
fully upon the solemn subject, and my reception by my friends.
Brethren, pray for me. The Lord be with you all will ever be the
prayer of your' willing servant, for Christ's sake,
.
JOHN BUNYAN M'CURE.
Castlereagh Street, Sydney, March 2?th, 1869.

The Way He hath Led me; or, The Lord's Leadings and IJealings. By ARTHUR
WILCOCRSON, Minister of the Gospel.. Hull: E. Hannath, 11, Scale
Lane.-This book contains much that is calculated greatly to edify and
comfort and encourage the tried children of God, inasmuch as there are
the evident tracings of the Lord's hand in the most marked and
gracious manner. Such readers as know what a rough and thorny
path is will thank God, upon its perusal, and take courage. There are,
however, exceptional pages, in which the fleshly mind-rather than the
new mind and better judgment-has for a season the mastery of the
author. This had better by far have been omitted. Hence a revision
of the MS. by a kind and judicious friend would have been an advantage, and made the book a still richer boon to the Church of God.
The.Appendix, a Manual "of Chan~Anthems, and Hymns/O'rPublie Worship.
London: J. Snow and Co., IvY Lane, Paternoster Row.-This little
work contains some choice pieces which we never met with in any other
compilation. It is quite a book for mourners.
.. Upon hearing this read, one very dear t.o us remarked, "What a blessed state to· be
'in, my dear. I should think that must be heaven t.o have our will swallowed up in His! "
-En.

