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Wllo comforteth ns ill all ollr tribulation, that we mn.y be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the oomfort whel'ewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

HEART.CRIES UNDER HEART- CARES.
"Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ?"-AcTs ix. G.
WE often admire the simplicity, as well as the earnestness and
fervour, of Bible-prayers. They are no mere form-not simply a
string of words, powerless and pointless-but they came hot from the
heart, in humility, with sincerity and holy ardour· and importunity.
And why? Because such prayers are indited by the Holy Ghost,
and come bubbling up from the very depths of a felt necessity-a
creature powerlessness-and a consciousness of utter unworthiness.
These Bible-prayers are no mere Pharisaism; they embrace naught of
the set or systematic; no fine points nor rounded periods; but, as we
have said, they come from the very depths of trouble, perplexity,
anguish, and distress.
Multitudes regularly, as in childhood, "say their prayers." Few
of us (if we know our own hearts, in their deceitfulness and treachery)
would like to venture afresh into the world, any day, without commencing that day on our knees. Upon the same principle of creaturedistrust, and a felt need of our absolute dependence upon Divine
guardianship and care, should we think of retiring to our beds at
night, without committing the care of our poor bodies and the
protection of our never-dying souls into His blessed hands who
neither slumbers nor sleeps. We repeat that few of us, if we know
anything of ourselves and some little of the Lord, would venture to
neglect this. It is habitual; and, as the formal and abiding acknowledgment of a thorough conviction of our ceaseless and never-varying
need of momentary Divine leading and keeping, it is indispensable.
But, with the admission of this never-neglected course of duty (so
called), depend upon it, dear reader, we seldom really pray. We
believe it may be rarely said of us as was said of the divinelyarrested and sovereignly-quickened Saul of Tarsus, "Belwld,
he prayeth,o" and why did he pray? Because the Holy Ghost had.
c c
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nrrested him, and the HolyG-host had quickened him, and thenand not until then-he prayed; and it was 'I'eal praYeJ', too. It stood
in striking and unmistakeable contrast to all his previous Pharisaic,
self~sufficient, and creature-contenting' formality.
Paul had not, in
that his former state and condition, learnt the solemn fact, that
" God abho1'S the sacrifice
Where not the hem't is found."

It has been well said, that even though certain forms and ceremonies were directed by God to be perpetually observed and established, under the law, yet, when they were substituted for Him who
is "the end of the law for righteousness,"-in other words, when the
shadoUJ was put in the place of tp.e substance-then it became offensive
to God. Mark, dear reader, the solemn language of the Holy Ghost,
by the prophet Isaiah, "To what purpose is the multitude of yom
sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: I am full of the burnt offerings
of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of
bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to appear
before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts?
Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me;
the new moons and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot
away with; it is iniquity, even tho solemn meeting. Your new
moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble
unto me; I am weary to bear them. And when ye spread forth
your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make
many prayers, I will not· hear: your hands are full of blood"
(Isaiah i. 11-15); and, in the next two verses (having previously
shown our wretchedly lost, helpless, filthy and guilty condition
both by nature and practice), the Lord sets before us an impossible
task-a perfectly-impracticable matter, as far as om poor fallen
flesh is concerned. "Wash you," says the Lord, "make you
clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes;
cease to do evil; lemon to do well; seek judgment, relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow." But" can
the Ethiopian change his skin, 01' the leopard his spots ?" Thenand not before-shall those" who have been accustomed to do evil,
learn to do well." But, having thus set before His poor, helpless,
guilty creatures an impossible task, He altogether changes His tone,
and addresses them in terms of loving, gracious, Fatherly exhortation:
"Colle now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and
obedient, ye shall eat the good of the hnd:" that is, "If ye submit to
my plan of saving-if ye fall in with my way of righteousness,"
according to another statement by the same prophet, "vTho is among
you that feareth the Lord; that obeyeth the voice of IIis sert;ant.2"
(Isaiah 1. 10). Now here is the recognition of Christ-here is the
falling in with Christ, as God's own appointed Daysman and
Redeemer, for and on behalf of His Church-here is the clinging to
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Him as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Hence the setting up
any type or symbol, the adoption of any form or ceremony, after He,
the great and glorious Antitype-the vast Substance of all shadows
-has appeared, is virtually to reject Him, and to go back to Judaism.
It is to seek, by the vain and futile strivings of the creature, to patch
up and again set in its place the rent veil into the Holy of holies.
It is again to build the altar and light the fire which the Lord
Himself has put out. In a word, it is virtually to reject the Person,
and despise ., the full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice" of the Lord
Jesus Christ, as though He had not aheady come, and as though that
sacrifice were yet, as in Old Testament times, and under Jewish rites
::md ceremonies, a thing of the future, rather than a glorious and
thoroughly-accomplished achievement of the past.
.
Oh, reader, if it ever behoved us to read and well to consider St.
Paul's epistles to the Romans, the Galatians, and the Hebrews, it is
now, when Judaizing or Ritualistic and Romanizing teachers would
fain have us believe that, by prayers and penances-ceromonials and
crucifixes-confessions and absolutions, we were perfecting as yet an
imperfect work: whereas, by such precepts and such practices, we
are substituting man's doings in the place of what Ohrist has done.
We are putting the creature where God alone ought to be; and
such men are coming under that awful denunciation of the Apostle,
"Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified
by the law; ye are fallen from gTace." What, then, is this but
apostacy, and this apostacy how awful!
Speaking of Ritualism, one has well said, "His a wretched imitation
of a splendid ritual that God Himself has abolished."
But we return again to our subjcct-J)}'(lyeJ'-lteart-prayeJ'. And
what is it? Reader, it is naught leES than the very breath of God, as
coming forth fl'om that new creatureship which He hath formed and
implanted in the soul where He has condescendingly and graciously
taken up His abode. It is totally distinct from anything appertaining
to the old-Adam nature. Prayers-real, hemifelt, truly spiritual
supplication and entreaty-are, so to speak, the pulsations of that new,
distinctive, and imperishable life in those who are begotten again from
the dead by the new-creative power of the Holy Ghost. Prayer is at
once the effect and the evidence of that new birth without which Jesus
declared none could either see or enter into the kingdom of heaven.
How well has MONTGOMERY said" Pi'ayer is the Christian's vital breath,
The Christian's native air;
His watchword at the gates of death;
He enters heaven with prayer."

But, whilst it is humiliating to know that the natural or unregenerate man cannot really pray-that is, in the true spiritual sense
of the word-there is cause for the richest consolation to the believer
upon this very ground; for, if by nature Ita canuot pray, and yet, if
he really has prayed, that prayer, as we have endeavoured to show,
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must be a blessed fruit and effect of a distinctive and imperishable
life in the soul, of which the Holy Ghost-and the Holy Ghost
alone-was the Author, and of which assUTedly He will be the Maintainer, for He will never forsake the work of His own hands. That
would be unworthy of His high and holy character. Nor, upon the
same principle, would He allow either the sin or the helplessness of
the creature to frustrate His work. A glorious certainty is connected
with all that J ehovah says or does. The wording of the covenant into
which the adorable Three has entered on behalf' of the redeemed is,
" They shall be my people, and I will be their God."
If, reader, you have reason to believe that there were at least times
and seasons when you did realize an outgoing of heart and an
uplifting of soul, very different from that which almost without exception oharacterizes yOUT attempts at prayer and your would-be
devotion; if you can testify that there were at least certain moments
in bygone days and under special circumstances in which you felt
that which you never felt before, nor probably since, you have ground
for comfort, and, as we before said, reason to believe that those
feelings and convictions were the enkindling of the Holy Ghost.
The very fact that you cannot reproduce them-the utter failUTe in
yOUT every attempt so to do-go to prove that it was the work of God,
and not of the creature.
Now here, we maintain, is a source of real encoUTagement, as
based upon the recognition and the acknowledgment of' the total
bankruptcy and the utter insolvency of oUT poor fallen flesh. If there
be anything of good, either in inclination, motive, desire, or work,
the Lord Himself' must be the Author and the Doer of the same.
The whole economy of salvation goes to ratify and confirm this. We
repeat that it is not in the veriest iota-not in one single feature 01'
phase-of the creature, but all, all of God!
And, dear reader, how blessed it is when, amid all the turmoil
of life, and with the numberless sUTroundings of care, perplexity,
difficulty, and doubt, as to what may be the Lord's will or oUT COUTse,
to come before Him with the simple, childlike, earnest, and importunate cry of, '" Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? ' Oh, show
me Thy will and Thy way! Make that will and that way very, very
plain! Let it not, I pray Thee, in the least wise, be my will or my
way, but Thine-absolutely and entirely Thine! Do be mindful of
Thy promise, 'I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the way that
thou shalt go: and I will guide thee with mine eye.' 'Thine ears
shall hear a voice behind thee saying, This is the way, walk ye in it;
when ye turn to the right hand, or when ye tUTn to the left.' Lord,
be mindful of Thy promise! Lord,' do as Thou hast said!' Hast
Thou not declared, by the mouth of Thy servant, 'Acknowledge
Him in all thy ways, and He shall direct thy paths?' Hast Thou
not said, 'I will bring the blind by a way that they know not; I
will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make
darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These
things will I do unto them, and not forsake them?' Now, blessed
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Lord, what could be more suitable for a poor short-sighted, evererring creature than such words as these?
Thou knowest the
dangers by which I am surrounded. Thou seest how the adversary
and my deceitful, treacherous heart are ever ready to conspire together
to entangle and ensnare my feet. Thou art fully cognizant of the
crafty and insidious way in which my ever-vigilant foe prepares his
baits with which to captivate and allure my poor unsuspecting heart.
Oh, fortify me against all these! Stand by me, Lord, and strengthen
me, Lord; defend and deliver me, Lord j and let the way Thou
wouldst have me take, or the thing Thou wouldst have me to do,
be so plain and manifest, that I may be. left in no doubt whatever
about it!
" 'I would submit to all Thy will,
For Thou art good and wise;
Let every anxious thought be still,
Nor one faint murmur rise.'''

St. Lltke's, Bcdminsta.

THE EDITOR.

WORDS FOR THE WEAK AND WEARY;
TO A DEEPLY-TRIED ONE, BIRMINGHAM.

there are two rich and distinguishing mercies of which you are
the subject, although under present" circumstances you fail to recognize
the fact: it is that you at once experience the restraining and the
sustaining power of God. 1. You realize His restraining power, for such
are the dreadful assaults of the great enemy, that he verily would take
the little citadel of your poor soul by storm, if so be a Greater than he
were not to exercise His restraining power, both with respect to him and
you. In your case the Lord says, as in Job's case, "Touch not (her) life;"
" Thus far shalt thou go, but no further;" "Beyond the limits of thy
chain I will not suffer thee to go." Here is restraint, and wonderful
restraint, too; for, if the adversary were allowed to have his will and his
way, either in your case or that of any other poor tempted one, he
would make very short work of it. In the twinkling of an eye he would
effectually secure his prey, rather than run the veriest risk of losing the
same. Blessed be God, then, for His restraining power with respect to
Satan. 2. You are the subject of ?'Cstraining grace and power in respect
to yourself. Ah! do you hesitate for a moment in acknowledging that
such at times have been-and possibly still are-the attacks made upon
your poor soul by that foul fiend, that but for some marvellous and
invisible Hand, you must to all intents and purposes be carried away as
by a flood;; that in yourself and of yourself resistance were an actual
impossibility; that the assaults have been such as that you have felt as
though you wore positively taken by storm; that your poor soul was>
already in the enemy's grasp j that, where you were and what you
were, it was impossible for you to tell? In the midst of the dread conflict·
you were like a soldier on the battle-field, whose comrades were falling
all around him, under some desperate charge of the enemy; and, whether
he himself had escaped or not, he could not tell; such an one feels dead,
although alive; that is, he feels as good as dead; his destruction is to'
BELOVED,
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all appearance a moral certainty. Or, under these powerful onslaughts
of Satan, you seem like a sailor in a deadly sea-fight. 'l'he contents of
a whole broadside come thundering in upon you, under the offects of
which your ship reels to and fro as if she must settle down and founder
in the deep, deep sea. Amid the wails and the death-throes of your
smitten shipmates, the confusion and the smoke, you are perplexed to
the utmost, and have scarcely tho least hope of escape. Your fate seems
sealed. According to your own feelings and apprehensions you are as good
as dead ! Now, both the restrainz"ng and the sustaining power of God, under
all this, is most marked. That He restrains from despair and self-destruction, as being a case beyond hope, is wonderful; and that He, at tho
same time, sustains and 1tjJlwlds, in the total absence of present peace,
comfort, and joy, is equally astonishing. It proves His mighty power;
it is an evidence of His gracious interest, and a setting forth of His divine
faithfulness. Hence the very circumstances of your case are grounds for
the richest comfort and consolation. Not only may you say, "By this
I know that Thou favourest me, because mine enemy does not triwmpk
over me;" but, amid all your fears, and in the total absence of present
peace, comfort, and enjoyment, you have the companionship of Job,
when he exclaimed, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him;" of
David, when he said, "This is my infirmity; but I will remember the
years of the right-hand of the Most High;" of Esther, when she declared,
" I will go in unto the King, which is not according to law; and, if
I perish, I perish; " of J onah, when he testified, "I am cast out of Thy
sight; yet will I look again toward Thy holy temple." Now, in each and
all these cases, there was sustaining grace, in the absence of comforting
grace; and yet was not each and everyone safe, and each and all in due
time delivered? So likewise is it with you. You are restrained--you
are sustained-and, in the Lord's own good time and way, you shall likewise be delivered. Yes, as verily as God is true-and who can gainsay
that great and glorious fact ?-you shall be one of those of whom it is
declared, "He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."
"They that sow in tears shall [there is a covenant" shall" in the promise] reap in joy."
Beloved, cheer up! "It is well."
TIlE EDITOR.
LOVE-GREETINGS.
BELOVED !N 'l'UE LOlln,-Grace, mercy, peace, and truth be mu1tiplied
to thee and thine, to me and mine, through the certain teaching of the
Holy Spirit, "who (as Luther says to Erasmus) is no sceptic, nor does
He lead men to uncertainties in matters of faith." No; He makes us as
sure of the things He teaches os wo are of life itself. All the carnal,
learned philosophers living could not p rsuade an illiterate ploughman to
believe that he was not a sinner, when brought to the bar of J ehovah,
and convinced by His Spirit of sin, righteousness, and judgment. Sinco
the fall, the light of nature, however embellished by human learning, is
gross darkness. The great Apostle of the Gentiles is a proof of this: with
al~ ~is learning, he frankly confesses before Agrippa, "I verily thought
wIthm myself, that I ought to do many tMngs contrary to the name of
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Jesus," &c., &c. He had solid reasons for saying, the world by its
wisdom knew not God; and the natural man knew not the things of
the Spirit; and, what is worse, declares they are foolishness unto him..
Paul (as J. Newton says to Scott) knew both sides of the question; he
had tried natural religion to its utmost bound, and proved its worthlessness. He was an experimental preacher, spake that he knew, testified
of those things he had seen, tasted, felt, and handled, of the Word of Life.
All who are thus taught, and sent by God (as he was) into His vineyard,
are enabled to speak with authority, and not as a scribe. All real
religion is heart-work, and that is God's work, and will stand for ever
in spite of all opposition. This religion consists in a revelation from
heaven to the souls of men. The heart of this wise, heaven-taught man
teaohes his mouth, and adds learning to his lips; and was eminently
displayed in this land in the perilons of those two shining lights, Bunyan
and Huntington; and these grand family secrets were admirably set forth
by some son of Zion, in the June Number of your Magazine, under the
title of "Experimental Preaching." Whoever wrote that pieoe, he is
one after my own heart; one who knows some of the secrets of God.
And oh, what a heavenly secret is the teaching of the Holy Spirit! What
a family secret is the love of the brethren! for the children of God are
to be hated of all men for His namesake. r~oved by the world they
cannot be. What a secret is communion with God at a throne of grace,
to enter into the holiest by the precious blood of Jesus, and realize
what that man of God (Mr. Hart) so aptly describes in those words,
"Permits a vile worm of the dust
'With God to commune as a friend," &c.
If 1 remember right, the immortal tinker of Elstow somewhere says,
"Oh, it is a lovely thing to go to prayer with Jesus Ohrist in our arms,"
and adds, "1 hope 1 know something of this," &c.
There are several excellent pieces in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, from time to
time; G. 0., F. F., J. F. P., and E. from Tyldesley, all know what they
write about. Thy first piece this month found a sweet response in my
heart. Well, my brothel', if we poor worms are honoured to write or
speak anything to the comfort, establishment, or edification of the children
of God, how soul-humbling it is! At least, so 1 have ever found it to
be from the time the Lord first opened my mouth to testify of the
Gospel of the grace of God, as He was pleased to reveal it to me, when
He put His laws in my inward pads, and wrote them upon my heart
by His own finger. And this is agreeable to IIis never-failing promise,
flpoken concerning His own people, viz :-" ALL thy children SHALL be
trtu.r;ld of the Lord." 1 should like to know what pewer can prevent
J ehovah from executing His own purposes, aud fulfilling His own
words of promise? "They shall all lmow me." What a secret is this,
too! "'fItey that journeyed with me saw indeed the light, and were
afraid, but (ab, what a but!) they heard NOT the voice of Him that SPOKE
to ME."
"Oh, sovereign grace, o'er sin abounding;
Ransom' cl souls the tidings swell."
1 never yet could answer Ralph Erskine's question, in his precious
"Gospel Sonnets," in one of the pieces written on, "Thy JJfaker is tMne
Husband: tIle Lorrl of I[o~ts is .His name." (loft wonder what an Unitarian does with a verse like that, and many others besides.) El'skine says,
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" Dear soul, when all the human race
Lay welt'ring in their gore,
Vast numbers in that dismal case
Thy Husband passed o'er."

But, p~'ay, why did He thousands pass, AND SET HIS HEART ON Tl1EE? Oh,
wonder of wonders-here I am lost! In vain I seek to solve this mystery,
only by saying, with that precious one of old-" Even so, FatlbeT, jil?' so it
seemed good in Thy sight." I thank thee for thy remembrance of me
when writing to Mr, H. here. I sometimes say, "Lord, who and what
am I that I should be so favoured as to have a place in the hearts of
those whom I esteem the excellent of the earth?" As dear Mr. Parks
once said, in a letter to me, "I don't ask whether you are a Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Baptist, or Independent; but, 2/ I peroeive the
graoe of God in a man's heart, here's my rigid lutnd." These have long
been my sentiments, and in them I hope to live and die. Never was
there a time when all those who are in possession of those family
features ought to be more than ever determined to seek for closer
union together, and bury (in this respect) party names. What the Lord
will permit our poor deluded rulers to bring us to, He alone knows.
J esuitism appears to rule from the throne to the cottage. The press,
the pulpit, the platform, are under their baneful, deceptive influence.
No arm but that of the Lord's can save us as a nation. May we be
led to cry more than ever mightily to Him, in whom alone all our help
is found I-I remain, thine truly in the best of bonds and covenant love,
Bishop Wearmouth, Du1'lzam.
THORPE SMITH,

GENESIS XVIII. 14.
"IS THERE ANYTHING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD?"
" Is there anything too hard for the Lord ?"
Faith echoes the question, and meekly replies:
"Whilst I hang on His promise, and trust in His Word,
My soul every danger and conflict defies."
The dark surging billows of sullen despair
May lash the frail soul with temptation abhor'd,
Though dreadful the tempest, even Jesus rides there,
And whispers, " There's nothing 1,00 hard for the Lord,"
"Is there anything too hard for the Lord?"
" Yea," shouts the dread tempter, " your case is extreme;
What comfort to you can that Scripture afford,
Since your faith is a lie, and your hope is a dream?"
Sad lies the soul in the place of the dying
Till Jesus the Master, beloved and ador'd,
Comes o'er the dark mountains, hell's malice defying,
Breathing softly, " There's nothing too hard for the Lord,"
" Is there anything too hard for the Lord? "
Can aught the rich streams of His mercy restrain?
Shall fierce tribulation, temptation, 01' sword,
Dissever His love from the lost sons of men?
Then courage, my soul, 'mid thy doubt and dejection,
Still hang on His promise, still hope in His Word;
Anon thou shalt prove, on the heights of perfection,
There's nothing-nay, nothing-too hard for the LOl'd.-D. MeP,
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THE DEVICES OF SATAN.
" We Me not ignorant of his devices." -2 COlt. ii. 11.
"I AM as satisfied of my eternal security in (Jh;l:st ~s I am of my very
existence," said a Christian to us the other day. Well, God forbid that
we should wish to doubt the standing of such, or lower his enjoyment.
If well grounded, it is an enviable position. " Ah! but is not such a
confidence presumption?" might inquire another. No, we think not;
at all events, if it is, it is the presumption of the Apostle Paul, who could
say with heartfelt gratitude, "I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep t~at which I hav~ com~itted unto Him
against that day;" and at another time, contemplatmg his departure, he
aflirms-" I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and
not to me only, but unto all them that love His appearing." This is no
presumption; it is a God-honouring assurance, grounded on covenant
mercy, love, and blood. Oh, to be brought more and more to such an
abiding and peaceful confidence! But our business at this season is with
those who have not attained unto this position of security, but are
greatly buffeted by the father of lies. May the Lord the Spirit help us
to cheer such in their stormy and tI'oubled career! for, brethren, "we are
not ignorant of Satan's devices;" and, if we mistake not, those who have
great battlings with him, and cannot attain to an abiding assurance, form
the major part of the family of God, for tremblers may be clustered by
thousands while triumphing ones can only be counted by units. Dear
trembling one, walk with us, then, while we try to hold up the devices of
Satan before the sunlight of truth, -and show you that you have nothing
to fear from him. Thou art safe in the keeping of a covenant God, and
Satan has no power to harm you in the least. If the Lord is permitting
him to molest you, he cannot go further than the Lord permits, as in
the case of the dear afIlicted Job. "The Lord said unto Satan, Behold,
all that he hath is in thy power"-that is, his earthly things-CC only tlpon
himself put not fortlt thine ltand;" "I will not permit you to touch his body
till I please, and then only for the strengthening of his faith, and for my
O'lory."
l:> Dear fellow-Christian, we want you to lay hold of this fact-God
helping you so to do-the Lord Jesus does not look on as a mere spectator;
nay, He is deeply interested in your warfare and welfare-indeed, His
own honour is concerned in the result; for, could Satan for a moment
triumph, the covenant of grace would be broken, and Jesus dethroned,
which never, never, can be. But, to go a little closer into this matter,
we shall find that one of the devices of the arch-enemy isTo allure the cMld of God into doubts and fears as to the reality of the w01"k
of grace in the Bo/tl. - And, if thus exercised, beloved, depend upon it
you are not alone; nay, we venture to assert, from observation, that there
is scarcely a Christian but that after he has realized the revelation of
DD
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Ch~ist as a sin-pardoning Saviour, and perhaps such realization has been
accompanied with the most ecstatic joy, yet, after that, he gets completely knocked down under the fear that it is all a delusion. The sun
of Divine revelation has shone so brightly into the soul, and its warm rays
have made one feel so happy and joyous, but now clouds intervene, and
the poor thing sinks back again within the narrow confines of self. Oh,
what a contrast! Where all was bright, now all is gloomy, and doubts
and fears take the place of hopes and joys; and now Satan seizes the
advantage of the shade and the chill, and distresses and harasses the
cast-down one. Well, beloved, be it so; yet still the life is there, which
he hath no power to destroy, for it is the life of God in the soul, and
it will evidence itself in such outgoings and outpourings as these: "Oh,
precious Jesus, come again! I cannot live without Thee. I have felt
the softening influence of 'l'hy love melting me into contrition of heart
before Thee, and I have clasped Thee in the arms offaith as my Lord and
my God, and gained a revelation of Thy mercy and grace. No, it
cannot be all a delusion. Thou wouldst not have shown me these things
if Thou hadst meant to destroy me. Oh, visit me again with the joys of
Thy salvation, and revive Thy work within!" Precious wrestlings! they
shall and will prevail with J acob's God· and ours. So, beloved, WQ are
rather glad if you are beginning to question your standing, because we
know, if you have been really born again, your religion will bear the test
and prove its worth; and, if not, the sooner it comes to nought the better.
If the work is of God, hell's battering-rams can make no impression
upon it, for you will be shielded by Deity, upheld by grace, and brought
to glory in spite of Satau and all the devices he can possibly put forth to
hinder thy progress Zionward. But, again,satan ofttime8 allure8 into bla8phemou8 tltougltt8,-It seems a strong ex. pression to use concerning the child of God, but experience warrants
it. Sometimes such thoughts will assume the form of questioning
really the truth of the Scriptures. Ab! it does seem astonishing, that
after we have m'ank in the Word with avidity, had such blessed unfoldings of some of its precious portions, so suitable to our souls' need, that
we have jumped for joy, and danced with spiritual mirth before the ark
of the Lord; yet there comes over us ~an altered feeling, and now with
our harp upon the willows we sight< Mine eyes almost fail me in searching Thy Wora,
Lord, when wilt Thy Spirit some comfort afford?"
Pages that before sparkled with divine truth now become a dead letter
to us, and we find no beauty in them. Well, and is thel'e not a "needs
be" for such experience? Is it not permitted by the Lord to show us our
entire dependence upon the Spirit of God, to teach us that" the.letter
killeth, but the spirit giveth life?" And is it not to drive to the throne,
even to ask from on high to understand and feel the power of the Word?
It is a sacred treasury, and the Lord alone can bring precious things
out of it ; and, when He op neth, none can shut, and when He shutteth,
none can open. But, beloved, beyond this-which we might term, by
way of comparison, milder-form of temptation, are there not engendered
sometimes even blasphemous thoughts by the father of lies? for it ;:s
his vile malice that brings the poor soul into such a condition. Now,
while we do not for a moment desire to encourage such evil thoughts
as we have referred to, yet it is impossible to read God's Word without
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'being struck with the fact of how many of the saints of old uttered the
most rebellious expressions concerning their kind and gracious God.
The children ,of Israel, after all th goodness of the Lord to themJacob, David, Job, JOllah, and especially J remiah-were all guilty in
his matter, and, as 0. consequ nee, wel'e brought into great darkness·
.and deadness of soul. And the Lord often permits this darkness to prevail
io try our faith, and make us ever on the alert fo1' the devices of Satan.
One thing we may recollect, for our consolation and comfort, His love
abates not, wh ther we are called to walk in darkness, or to enjoy the
light; His love is the same, whether we have to encounter the' storm or
/bask in the sunshine; His covenant of grace alters not, whether we are
called in felt experience to sigh amidst the thorns of the valley, or sing
on the heights of ZiOIl. Dear Bunyan represents Christian at one
time as walking midst a valley where he perceived "the moutl~ of hell,"
at another time reaching "tlw top of a hill called Clear," where through a
glass he beheld something like a gate, and also some of the glory of the
;place, Knowest thou not, beloved, what such experience means? Be not
·discouraged, then, for whatever form of temptation the evil one may
present, and try by it to overwhelm you, he shall not---he cannot---prevail.
Then, again, another of Satan's devices is TO TEMPT the cMld of Goel to
beheve IM h(M committed some mortal sin, and there is no hope for him or her.
One dear sister in Christ we know safe enough for glory, but, with a weak
and suffering body, was tempted by him in her weakness to believe she
had committed" the sin unto death," of which the Apostle John writes; but
·an examination of the passage will show at once that it is far otherwise.
It runs: "If a man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he
shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.
There is a sin unto death: I do not say he shall pray for it." There are
many sins the children of God fall into, through the temptations of Satan,
that do not, and cannot, issue in death; and, while the Lord the Spirit
brings them into deep contrition of heart on account of them, a brother in
Christ has every encouragement to pray for such, that the Spirit will
again apply the blood of Jesus which cleanseth from' all sin, and afresh
quicken to increased life. But, on the other hand, there is a sin 1tnto
death, that is the sin of the Holy Ghost, when a man ascribes Jesus'
power to Satanic influence, and is given over to believe a lie. The Apostle
says: " I do not say that you shall pray for it," or as if he would say, "I
neither say you should or you should not," for it must be something beyond
your prayers that can effect a change in the heart of such; it must be the
i:Jovereign grace of God alone: and itis as ifGod would (where He is pleased
to manifest Himself to such) set aside all human instrumentality, and
work directly with the blasphemer, as in the case of the Apostle Paul.
Now, dear exercised one, to ascribe Jesus' power and working to Satanic
influence would be the last thought of your heart, and you know and feel
full well that all He has done, and is doing, is a matter of underserved
mercy and love. Why, then, suffer the father of lies so to distress you?
'fhrow his vile insinuations to the winds; meet him with the Word of
God"When beset with various evils,
Wield the Spirit's two·edged sword"~nd

he cannot stand his ground,

But, a step furtherD D
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Satan allures into sins wMclt do so easily beset tile flesltly nat~~re, and the'
child of God is led, under this device, to feel, "Can it be possible that I
can belong to the pure and holy Jesus, and yet have such base desires
and evil intentions ?-I, who have been brought into contact with my
Saviour? It astonishes me to think I can desire to have any contact with
unholiness !" Ab, beloved, it is all the old nature. Satan cannot touchthe new; it is pure and holy. And this brings out the precious doctrine
of sanctification-one so little understood and so falsely represented in the
present day. The popular conception of sanctification is, that it is eitheran inherent principle in man, which education can develop into goodness.
of character; or, when a man becomes converted, a progressive process
commences to influence the old nature, which gets thereby better and better,
until it fits its recipient for heaven. Both these views are totally opposed to'
God's Word, and the ohild of God knows fast enough that, far from the
old nature getting better and better, there remains in it every seed of evil
which it is the devil's desire to propagate.
No; from the Word of God we gather a totally different idea of sanctification. The Bible tells us that sanctification is attributable to threecauses : 1. To the covenant will of the Father.
2. To the covenant blood of the Saviour.
3. To the covenant work of the Holy Spirit.
It is attributable to the covenant will of the Father, by which He, as a:
sovereign act, sets His people apart from all eternity. Hence are theycalled: "Them that are sanctified by God the Father." And again,
" Know that the Lord hath set apart him that is godly for Himself;" and
this will of the Father was first manifested in sanctifying His only-beloved Son before He sent Him into the world. Hence our Lord said to
the Jews: "Say ye of Him whom the Father hath sanctified and sent
into the world, Thou blasphemest, because I said, I am the Son of God.'"
Then, again, the children of God's sanctification is attributable to the
covenant blood of the SaviO?~r. "By the which will (that is, the Father's)
we are sanctified through the offering of Chri,st once for all, and by
which offering He is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification,
and redemption." And then the Lord's people are sanctified by the
covenant work of the Holy Spirit, as it is written, "Chosen unto salva-tion, through sanctification of the Spirit."
Now, we lay thus before you, beloved, the true sanctification of theEternal Three to show you how impossible it is for any device of Satan
to touch it. This sanctification, we know, will not bring its recipient
into a pathway of roses, but into a wilderness of thorns; for it will
produce a warfare between the old and new nature. The old nature will
thereby be crucified, mortified, and kept under-matters which the chilm'en of God know well are not done without a mighty struggle. But
the warfare shall end in eternal gain; for, another blessed point in the
work is, that sanctification, such as we have described, is that which
ends in glorification; for "Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for
it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy
and without blemish." So, then, beloved, we see how the whole work is.
of the Lord. If sanctification were our work, we must despair, knowing what we do of the old-Adam nature, and Satan's devices to allure
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t into ain; lmt, when we see that th l' i a liidden work he cannot tmch,
we may well triumph. Our strength ng '11 t o.tan lies in the triumph of
,Christ over him. " The devil sinneth £1' ID th b ~innillg," "For this
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that
might destroy the works
,of the devil j" and, "having spoiled principaliti 8 Ilnd powers, He made a
,show of them, openly triumphing over them."
So, beloved, we need not fear j though the enemy play his part upon
,our fleshly nature to tempt us to soil our garments, he shall not do it, and
ihe life that we live in Ohrist he cannot touch; for, when a "strong man
armed keepeth his house, his goods are in peace; but when a stronger
.'than he shall come upon him and overcome him, he taketh from him all
his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth the spoil." But, to think of
.another form of device-

Satan allures into a state of ease (md apatlty concerning divine things.-

lt is wond rful, aft l' having, in bygone days, had precious upliftings of
<soul, and goings out after Jesus, we now sink into a state of unconcern,
,and days and months pass without any sen ible enjoyment of His presence.
t was in the pleasant arboUl' on the hill that Ohristian lost his roll, and
atan detained him there in carnal repose till it was night, and then, advancing without his roll, he soon gets into difficulties. Satan presents a
'sore temptation at his weak time, and, not having" the Word" to comfort him, he is plunged into deep distress. Oh, how true to spiritual life
,is this! Lulled into carnal repose by the enemy, a growing indifference
·,creeps over the soul, so that the Word is slighted and neglected, and then
the tempter takes advantage of our weakness, and we become benighted
.and troubled. Yet the Lord is watching. The Keeper of Israel, who
neither slumbereth nor sleepeth, is on oUl' side, and by our side, and,
when we have been sufficiently tested and tried, and shown the folly
-of our .carnal secUl-ity, He will succour and prove Himself again" mighty
to save." Precious Lord! Oh, how cruel and ungrateful it is of me ever
to be cold towards Thee! Thou who hast done, and art constantly doing,
,so much for me! I am ashamed of this wretched self, but Thou art
touched with the feelings of our infirmities; Thou knowest what flesh is,
for in the flesh Thou hast Thyself been.
Then, again-with regard to the devices of Satan, in connexion with the
-ease and apathy he tries to draw us into to our soul's hurt-sometimes
he attempts a plausible argument with the Ohristian, and says, "vVhy
,should you be so much more troubled than other men about your soul?
Why not swim with the tide of church and chapel-going people, and avoid
all this struggling against things which everybody believes in? What
is your Beloved more than another beloved? Thousands of religious folk
m'e not exercised as you are. You are troubling your head about
doctrines that never concern them. You are fighting against the world
while they are prudently at peace, making the best of both worlds." So
.would Satan have us drink of that easy-going religion that dishonours the
LOl'd Jesus Ohrist, and peoples hell. ,Vas Ohrist's an easy life? Was
His religion the religion of the multitude? Had He no warfare?
Blessed be His dear name! He was" the Man of sorrows, acquainted with
grief." Let us tell Satan, with all that the world calls good and great,
we would rather take our stand by the meek and lowly Jesus. We
would rather "suffer affliction with the people of God than dwell in
,the tents" of the worldly religious. Furthermore.Satan is permitted to bring ?tS into great straits and d~ffimdties,. and some-
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time>', beloved, they are of a most intricate and trying character, and W0"
are fairly beaten by them, and know not what to do. Is it not so?'
Hunted down like the Israelites, with the Egyptians behind and the
dreadful surging Red Sea before, like them we see no passage across,
no way of escape; but the Lord saw the way, and appointed it-a way
Godlike, as are all His dealings-and at His command the waters stood up
in a heap, and formed, as it were, a wall on each side, and His people
passed over to the other side dryshod. So shall it be again and again
with us. We see no path out of many a mltze in the way, but the Lorel
does. Our lives are no maze to Him, for He beholds the end from the
beginning. How especially this was the case with dear Job! Oh! w.hat
must have been his feelings, when he found himself bereft of his dear
children, and his house, cattle, and servants all swept away? and, worse
than all, his wife, instead of his comforter at such a time, became his
tormentor-and all this effected by Satan! It could have been no wonder
if, in such augmented distress, he had destroyed himself, preferring death
to life. But no, the Lord's eye was upon him all the time; grace
enough was given to prevent him acting rashly; the Lord saw the end
from the beginning, and Job received at His hands a double reward.
And so it is, beloved, in one's personal history-in yours and in mine.
There come across our pathway difficulties that act as snares about om'
feet, and prostrate us to the ground; how to get out of them we know
not; they completely entangle us; and Satan's fiery darts at such a time
leave us helpless and hopeless in and of ourselves. Yet there is left to
us one thing', namely, to cry! and that cry reaches the tender heart of
Jesus, who will, with His almighty arm, drive the tempter away, and,
unravelling the web he has woven about our feet, deliver us in His own
gracious way, and bid us press on to the city of rest. That is a very
blessed proverb concerning the Christian's falling into temptation-" THE
RIGHTEOUS SHALL see THEIR FALL" (Prov. xxix. 16). Ab, yes, it shall
concern them; they cannot fall with impunity like the wicked. No;
sinning is a deep sorrow to them, and they hate themselves in consequence of it. But, to another deviceSatan allures £nto a sp£r£t of£mpatienoe as to the time of Mer departure from tMs '
troublesome 'lOQrld.-" I do not want to live any longer in this wretched
barren wilderness. ' a! that I had wings like a dove, for then would I fly
away and be at rest.''' But is there nohebellion mixed with these desires?
Is it not rather the result of a querulous temper stirred up by Satan? Is it
not one of his devices to cause the Christian to run before the Lord, and con-·
sequently plunge him into misery and discontent? Now, in this matter it
is well for us to say, "Get thee behind me, Satan, for thou savourest not
the things that be of God, but the things that be of men. It is not the
Lord's will to take me home before the appointed hemr; I have to glorify
His name here by my life and conversation. Abortive fruit is fit for
nothing; when ripe, I shall be gathered by the Lord. May my will
blend with His concerning the time and the means by which He
unloosens this body which He Himself hath compacted together." But,
beyond all this, is there not sometimes engendered a more subtle device
of Satan than this impatience to be taken home-a device which takes the
form of persuading the child of God TO DROWN ALL HIS SORROWS IN SELFDESTRUCTION?
We know we are treading upon tender ground here, and some might
think, "Surely a Christian is never exercised in this way? " We wish we
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found it so, but experience thrusts upon us the observation, that it is not
at all an uncommon exercise of soul, even with the most godly. No, the
tempter suggests, "It is a rapid way of getting to glory. Your cares are
more than you can endure; why not relieve yourself once and for all by
a plunge into the river, or by some other means?" Now, child of God,
there must be a decided stand taken against the enemy when he presents
this vile device to you. Meet him here again most positively with the Word,
and tell him-" No, Satan; it is written, 'He shall give His angels
charge concerning thee, and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. ,,, But you will need much
grace and help from above to withstand this bitter form of temptation; yet
the Lord will preserve you, He will not suffer one of His weak ones to perish,
or be brought to an untimely end. Oh! then, dear child of sorrow, left by
the waves of care upon the rock that appears barren of all joys to thee,
fear not; remember the Lord's own' promise, wherever you are, "I am
with you always, even unto the end." LastlySatan keeps one in a state of bondage through the fear of death.-Oh! how
many are harassed by him upon this point, even though they are as safe
for glory as the Eternal Three can make them. Satan engenders distressing fears as to their personal struggles with the last enemy; he
raises a mist before faith's gaze on the sunny coast, and stirs up the
flesh's dread of the horrors of the valley between.
Now, meet him, dear one; not with the flesh, for he will beat you there,
but meet him with the fa£th of God's elect; and for this purpose let the
special cry at the throne of grace be, "Lord, £ncreuse my fu£th; "--and when
we say, meet him with the faith of God's elect, we mean, argue with him
upon the blood of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit. It has been
truly said, "Satan trembles at the blood." Say to him, then, "Satan, Jesus'
blood was shed for me. He hath redeemed my life from destruction, and,
therefore, why should I not trust Him as much in the depths of Jordan
as in any other depth I have been called to pass through? I have, too,
the power of the Holy Spirit to hold me up, as He hath done amidst
many billows. Away with thee, then, thou father of lies! Yea, though
I pass through the valley of the shadow of death, why should I fear it
when the staff of Jesus will support, and when He is mine in death as
well as in life?" Beloved, may you thus be delivered from the fear of
death, and see it as the climax of blessings to your soul!
Thus have we drawn your attention, beloved, to some of the devices
of Satan, and seen how he allures the children of God into doubts and
fears as to the reality of the work of grace in the soul; into blasphemous
thoughts concerning God; into tempting us to believe that we have committed some mortal sin; into snares that especially touch the poor weak
fleshly nature; into a state of apathy and indifference concerning divine
things; into straits and difficulties by the way, which greatly discourage
us; into the spirit of impatience as to the time of our departure; into
unrighteous thoughts concerning self-destruction; and into a state of
bondage for fear of death. Verily," we are not ignorant of his devices;"
and, putting all these things together, we shall find that, with regard to
the temptations of Satan, that whereas the ungodly shall be (the Word
declares) "blinded by them," "deceived by them," and "ensnared by
them," the saints of God shall only be afflicted by them as He permits,
tempted by them as He allows, and sifted by them that they may come
out purified.
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.. He shall, by means like these,
Thy stubborn temper break;
Soften thy heart by due degrees,
And make thy spirit meek."
The mere professor passes on without any conflicts with Satan; not so
the real possessor, he has to fight every inch of the way to glory. Still,
in all these things, "we are more than conquerors through Him who
loved us."
God is above the devil, and Ohrist has triumphed over him. Many
are waiting for your halting, glad enough to blab out to the world the
least trip you make, exclaiming, "Aha! Aha! So would we have it."
Nevertheless, there is One high above them all, who, with the arm of His
strength, will uphold and bring you through all. Oh! see what it is to
be in the hands of a covenant God!
May the Lord bless you, beloved! Believe me, that all these temptations you are the subjects of are permitted to try your faith: nay, believe
the Word of God by His servant Peter :-" Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."
The warfare ended, the crown shall be given.
" Here let my faith unshaken dwell,
Immoveable the promise stands;
Nor all the powers of earth and hell
Can e'er dissolve the sacred bands."
G. O.
Wanstead.
JESUS ONLY.
WHEN my comforts smile around me, Mingling with the sad confession,
Sin within me still I find;
When no cares or griefs befall,
Jesus only
Health and hope and friends surround me,
Can my broken spirit bind.
Joys stand ready at my call;
Jesus only
When I view my holiest feelings,
Sheds the sunshine on them all.
What impurity I see!
By Thy Spirit's clear revealings;,
When my comforts fade and lanLord, I find no good in me;
guish,
Jesus only
. When bereaved of what was dear,
Is my hope of peace with Thee.
When the body faints with anguish,
And my br~ht hopes disappear;
When the vale of death I'm treading,
Jesus only
Never to return again,
Can my spirit soothe and cheer.
When its shades around me spreading,
When I walk thro' dal'kness fearful,
Hide me from the help of men;
Where no glimpse of light is seen,
Jesus only
Trenibling, terrified, and tearful,
Shall be with me there and then.
Wond'ring what such gloom may
mean;
When in heaven I bow before Him,
Jesus only
Trace His love's continued stream,
Is the Friend on whom I lean.
And in perfect songs adore Him,
When the thoughts of past J transWhere His unveiled glories beam ;
gression
~.t.~~~~
Jesus only
Rush in terror o'ermy mind,
Shall be my eternal theme.
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PERSONAL REOOLLEOTIONS; OR, THE CHILD'S LESSON.
DEAR MR. EDIToR,-For the soul-humbling of His children the Lord
·oftentimes sends them to school to the ox and to the ass; and, by these
·dumb Cl' aturcs, He mortifies our proud humility. Then, to learn heavenly
lessons of diligence, we are sent to the ants, who are a people not strong,
.yet they prepare their meat in the summer; then to the conies, who are
'0. feeble folk, yet they make their house in the rock; then to the locust,
who, notwithstanding they have no king, yet go they forth all of them
by bands; then to the spider, who taketh hold with her hands, and is
in kings' palaces. Then the Lord may put us to school to a little child,
that we might learn not to think more highly of ourselves than we
.ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to
every man the measure of faith. And, if it is the Lord's pleasure, that
child by whom we are taught may be our own child; and this may be
done by that child piercing us to the very quick, as will be seen by the
subsequent anecdote:Oalling upon a dear friend, with whom I had enjoyed many sweet
.moments in heavenly communion, I found him sitting in his arm-chair,
and his son Thomas standing between his knees. I saw the boy was
looking unusually pitiful, and the father was weeping bitterly. When I
first saw how he was weeping, I judged that something painful had
befallen the family; but, when I had inquired, I was answered in the
negative. After waiting a few minutes, my friend wiped away his tears,
and said, "It is this little boy that makes me weep; he has pierced me
through and through." That little boy, being a great favourite of mine,
I began to chide him for his disobedience, but my friend held up his
hand as a signal for me to cease chiding; therefore I became silent. In
a little time, after my friend was in a measure composed, he said, "I am
not weeping'so much because of my son's disobedience towards me-O,
no, no,-but of my untoward carriage towards the Lord. Ah, my stub'bornness; when the Lord has rebuked me for my follies, how I have
fretted, murmured, and complained. 0, how I have robbed Him of that
honour which is His due, because of His long-suffering, by my unthankfulness, mistrust, heart-backslidings, ingratitude, and complainings."
" Ah," said he, "my son has done a thing which he knew he ought not
to have done, and that he would greatly displease me, because I have
·cautioned him and reproved him many times because of that thing; yet
he broke through all my warnings and threats; therefore, I was compelled
to let him see, and make him feel, that my threats were not empty
vapourings, but immutable truths; therefore, I took my cane and
chastised him for what he had done, according to my promise. Mter I
had laid upon him many stripes, and had again taken my seat, my son
came to me, and stood as you now see him standing between my knees,
and, taking hold of the cane, began to weep and to kiss the cane. He then
took hold of my hand which held the cane, and he kissed that also.
Oh," said the dear father, "this was too much for my feelings-it made
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my heart bleed. I said, '0 Lord, what a base wretch I am, and it is through
my own child I am made to feel myself a very wretch, and with shame
must confess that" We have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us,
and we gave them reverence; shall we not much rather be in subjection
unto the Father of spirits, and live? The fathers of our flesh chastened
us after their own pleasure, but the Father of spirits for our profit, that
we might be partakers of His holiness." W"hat the father of our flesh
does in correcting us, cumulates in His own pleasure, but what the Father
of spirits does in the matter of correcting us, this cumulates upon us for
our profit, and not for our transient, but ,eternal, profit, called "an
exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
"Ah, my dear friend, I am more deeply taught day by day that I
need the Holy Ghost to dwell in me as the Spirit of wisdom, understanding, consideration, reception, and retention, that I may not forget
the exhortation which speaketh unto us as unto children: 'My son,_
despise not thou the chastening of the Lord;' but, alas, I do despise it ;
, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him' ; but here, again, I do faint
under His rebukes, 'for whom the Lord loveth, He chasteneth' ; but I in
my haste reverse the covenant order of things, and judge that chastening.
Instead of this being a mark of the Lord's love, it is a mark of His
hatred, and His scourging a declarative proof that I am not a son, to be
received, but a bastard, to be rejected and cast away."
" Ab, my dear friend, you and I do not, as your son has done, kiss
the rod and the Lord's hand that holds the rod; rather we despise,
murmur, repine, and complain. We often think and say that the Lord
deals hardly with us. Under the yoke of chastening, our flesh-because
it i8 flesh-rebels, for it is fainting, rebellious flesh, continually lusting,
contrary to the new man-called spirit! You and I would not be able
to distinguish that in us, which is of the flesh, from that in us, which is of
the Spirit, was it not for chastenings. Ab, my dear friend, the rod is a
new covenant gift, by which flesh and spirit are distinguished, and
spiritual wisdom is acquired, as it is written: 'The rod and reproof give
wisdom.' "
No thought can fully estimate what a favour it is for God the Spirit to
lodge in our souls a reconciling revelation that the bitterest cup which may
fall to our lot to drink is for our greatest good, and that we should miss
the good if we had not drunk that bitter cup. This will tune our hearts
to sing:
"How harsh soe'er the way,
Dear Saviour, still lead on;
Nor leave us till we say,
Father, Thy will be done:
At most, we do but taste the cup,
For Thou, alone, hast drunk it up.
" Shall guilty man complain?
Shall sinful dust repine?
And what is all our pain?
How ligh"t compared with Thine!
Finish, deal' Lord, what is begun;
Choose Thou the way, but stiillead on!"
The diversity of the Lord's dealings with us, not only the sweet and
pleasant, but also the bitter and painful, are all ordained in the wisdom
of love by Him for our good and His own glory. Therefore, when we.
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sit in judgment upon those dealings, it behoves us to appeal to Rim with
_ e t 0, Lord, pity and pardon me if I come to any unrighteous conclusions
respecting Thy dealings, for Thou knowest that I am nothing but a fool,
but Thou art the God of infinite wisdom." Ah, the blackness of sin and
self sets off the brightness of grace; adversity sets out the beauty of
prosperity; straits and difficulties make enlargements to redound sc}
much the more to the glory of God!
There are things to be remembered and conversed about on the other
side of the flood, and the Holy Ghost has told us what those things are:
" Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God hath led
thee these forty years in the wilderness to humble thee, and to prove
thee, to know what was in thy heart;" not only for us to know what was
and is in our own hearts, but also that we might know what was and is
in the Lord's heart. Never could we have known or believed what a
mint of evils, deceit, hypocrisy, and desperate wickedness there is in our
own hearts, nor the unspendable treasures of compassion there are in the
Lord's heart, had we not been led by the Lord in the way of tribulation
in which we have been and must be led. It will be with us, because
of this warfare by the way, when we come to our journey's end, as
dear Watts hath said, there
" Our weary souls shall sit,
And with transporting joy recount the labours of our feet."
Then will it be known why the way has been so rough, for "here we only
know in part, but there we shall know as we are known !/' .
To suppose that we shall be cut off from, shut out, forget, and lose·
sight of the way, and the things by the way, in which the Lord hath led
us in our pilgrimage below, is to cut us off from those things wherein
the Lord has shown Himself in such a diversity of forms and ways sowonderfully glorious; wherein, also, we have seen, handled, and tasted
how good and gracious He is. Oh, no, what the Lord hath been
to us, wrought for us, brought us through, and up out of, while in the
kingdom of providence and grace, will never be forgotten in the kingdom
of glory; rather the tribulations through which we have been led will
make the glory to shine so much the more gloriously.
One part of the employ in the kingdom of heaven will be living over·
again in sweet remembrance, without a let, check, or misconception upon
the goodness which the Lord has made to pass before us while below.
The pl;omise to typical Israel of old was that, when they came to the land
of promise, they should remember the good things the Lord had bestowed
upon them on their way there; and, if so, and if this is typical, then
much more when landed in the kingdom of heaven shall the redeemed
remember all the dealings of the Lord with them on their way there.
Indeed, I will say with confidence, that in heaven there will be a
drawing out of this treasure, things new and old, as Jesus has told
us every scribo which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven will
do. This will oe the source from which fresh matter shall be drawn
for the endless song of "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto
God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen."
THE OLD PILGRIM.
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS.-:MELCHIZEDEK.
.. ,:Ana Hel(jht'~eaek king of Salem brought forti. bread ana wine: and lie was the
pn'est of the Most High God," ~e.-GEN. xiv. 18-20.
IN what respects was :Melchizedek a type of Christ?
We should know little or nothing of the importance of Melchizedek as a
type of Christ, if it were not for the New Testament, and the 11 Oth Psalm,
in which David, speaking prophetically, says, "The Lord hath sworn, and
will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek."
Ris very name includes a type of Christ, being, as St. Paul informs us,
.., first by interpretation king of righteousness, and after that also king
-of Salem, which is king of peace." Here, then, were the kingly attributes
·-of Christ set forth-righteousness and peace, as it is said in Isaiah xxxii. 1 :
"Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness." Again, in Jeremiah xxiii.
5, 6, we find it said, "Behold, the days are come, saith the Lord, that I
will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and
prosper; and this is His name whereby He shall be called, The Lord our
Righteousness." Zechariah, also prophesying of this Branch (vi. 13), says,
~'Even He shall build the temple of the Lord; and He shall bear the
.glory, and shall sit and rule upon His throne; and He shall be a Priest
upon His throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both"
(God and Christ). This passage brings out very beautifully our glorious
Melchizedek, both as a Ruler and a Priest upon His throne, being, as it is
~lsewhere said, "The Prince of peace." "Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it" (Isaiah ix. 7). But our text
informs us that Melchizedek "was the priest of the Most High God; " and
.St. Paul, in the 7th of Hebrews, enlarges upon it thus :-" Without father,
without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor
end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest
,continually." Therefore, as we have no record of the antecedents
{)f Melchizedek, neither any information respecting his end, he was a
veritable type of the Lord Jesus Christ, who in His godhead was from
everlasting to everlasting, "having neither begining of days, nor end of
life, but abideth a priest continually."
His manhood is also, I think, very clearly typified in the bread and
wine which Melchizedek brought to Abraham ; for, have we not here the
broken body and shed blood of our great High Priest? And its being
brought to Abraham for his nourishment, aftar his battle with the kings,
shadows forth to us the spiritual sustenance we derive from an application
of the atoning blood of Christ, after the terrible conflicts we are called to
pass through in our journey through this world, which may very aptly
be described as " the King's dale."
There being no mention of the death of Melchizedek, he was also in
this respect a type of Ohrist. " But this Man, because he continueth ever,
hath an unchangeable priesthood." If He was liable to change, He could
not save to the uttermost; but, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession,
He is able to save all who come unto God by Him. "Him that cometh
1IDto me I will in no wise cast out."
Again, Melchizedek blessed Abraham, "and (as Paul says), without all
contradiction, the less is blessed of the better." Herein we have a further
-type of Christ as our High Priest, through whom we are blessed by the
Father with all spiritual b~essings in heavenly places.
He was also a type of Christ, inasmuch as he was of a different order of
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priesthood, requiring neither rites nor ceremonies to render it acceptableto God. "For it is evident our Lord spran~ out of Juda; of whioh tri1;>e'
Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood' (Heb. vii. 14). A tribe ., of
which no man gave attendance at the altar." A priest" who is made,
not after the law of a .carnal oommandment, but after the power of anendless life." 'Melchizedek was the priest of God's appointment, set
apart by God Himself, and so was the Antitype. He was made Priest by the
oath of Him who cannot lie, and by which He is consecrated for evermore.
Again, Abraham gave Melchizedek tithes of all, thus reversing the
order of things which obtained under the Levitical priesthood; there the
seed of Abraham received tithes; but He whose descent or pedigree is not
counted from them" received tithes of him that had the promises." This
shadows forth, I think, the offerings which it is our privilege and duty to
render unto Christ, as our great High Priest, and through Him to the
Father. " By Him, therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name. But
to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God
is well pleased" (Heb. xiii. 15, 16). These two verses seem to embrace
all the tithes we can bring unto God, and these only by Him-Christ-spoken of in the first of the verses. Melchizedek was not only a type of'
Christ as a King, and a Priest, but may we not fairly deduce from our
text that he was likewise a type of Him as a Prophet? otherwise, how did,
he know that Abraham was blessed of God ? We do not find that they
either saw or heard of each other before this time, and yet he says,
., Blessed be Abram of the Most High God," as if it was revealed untohim that Abraham was, and should be, blessed. He also blesses God for
delivering the enemies of Abraham into his hand; and will not Christ
rejoice when all His enemies, and those of His dear people, are subdued
under Him? and when He shall deliver up the kingdom unto God and
His Father, and He shall be all in all ?
This appears to be the first instance of tithes mentioned in the Word of
God; and it is not a little remarkable that they should be paid by him
from whom the receivers of tithes descended, to him who is the type of a
better priesthood, thus sanctifying the custom of paying tithes to God, or
rendering back some thank-offering for mercies received.
W.
PSALM

cm.

5.

(llY THE LATE MR. T. HUGHES.)

" Wlw satisfietll thy mouth with good things, "

g·c.

WnEK our Lord said to the Church of old, in Rev. iii. 15, 16, "I would'

thou wert cold or hot," He meant the altar of the heart--the state of
spiritual vigour. There can be no medium state; we must be either cold
or hot in serving Him; and I would rather your heart, 0 Christian, were
cut in pieces with the most severe process than that you should loseyour spiritual relish for the dispensation of the Word. There is a great
difference between a "spiritual consumption" and losing the relish and.·
appetite. If the fire be kindled, a great care is necessary to keep it up,
lest it go out; look, then, to the state of your soul. Oh, may you feel a'
continual restlessness of soul upon this matter!
Mter some indirect observations in reference to some unimportant
things, he said, "Pass on now to the recognition of the first feature of~
the testimony."
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]st. The renewed spiritual state.
2nd. '1'he means by which the vigour returns.
.
3rd. The satisfaction afforded.
That the man of grace soon loses, by leaving the means of grace. His
llpiritual strength and vigour fails when the things of the world take the
place of the things of God. Oh, Christian, thou art loosing thy hold!
Grasp the promise again, and plead it at His footstool. The appropriating
frrace of Jesus Christ will do, and nothing short, of this, to meet thy low
.and languishing condition. He wills the witness of the Spirit, and this
witness of the Spirit He gives, in the longing, hungerinfj, desiring of the
soul. This is a descrip#on "of the 1'enewing act of the Spirit." The Lord
bruises and He heals; He brings low and lifts up again, that the heart
may be prepared for the reception of the " appropriate grace," and realize
the provision made by Jesus Christ. A ministry is either the greatest
blessing, or the greatest curse, (I repeat it in other words,) it is either a
savour of life or a savour of death to every soul that hears the simnd of
the Gospel, in the receiving or in the rf!jlJcting.
You must live near to Jesus Christ, as He said to His disciples, "Abide
in me." "There is such a thing as grieving the Spirit." Be careful, then,
and watch against a lukewarm state of soul. You may grieve Him so as to
depart and withdraw from you the sensible enjoyment of His favour and
presence, and the inward witness of His Spirit; be careful of a sickly
state; and, should there be any sad indications of this, apply, without
delay, to the Great Physician for the healing balm.
The text implies consciousness: "if you have tasted that the Lord is
g-racious," ask, then, your own heart, Have I tasted the_sweetness of these
things?
THE TRINITY IN A TYPE.
(Concluded ft'om page 321.)

WE now come to speak of Jacob as a type of God the Holy Ghost. This
type we find chiefly in the meaning of his name, and in those actions of
his which corresponded with his name. J acob means the" Supplanter,"
and Esau said to him in the bitterness of his soul, "Art thou not rightly
called Jacob? for thou hast supplanted me these two times." And is not
the Holy Ghost the true Supplanter? Is it not He that takes away the
heart of stone and gives the heart of flesh? It is Re that must "root
out" and" plant" (Jer. i. 10). It is the Holy Spirit in the hearts of God's
people that makes them aspire to the birthright and the blessing, ancl
obtains for them that which He has caused them to desire. As Jacob
supplanted Esau, so the new nature supplants the old nature, and the new
nature is the Spirit of God. It might seem indeed that J acob would have
'had but a very poor chance of supplanting Esau. Esau not only was the
first-born, but he was so much stronger, both morally and physically;
his natural disposition appears to have beenmorenoble and generous-in the
human acceptation of those words-than J acob's. He also had the vantageground of being deeply rooted in the natural affections of his father.
All these things combined might seem to exclude the possibility of
.Jacob's obtaining the pre-eminence; and yet these advantages, many and
.great as they were, are only faint emblems of the appal'ent advantages
which the old nature has in resisting the efforts of the new. The old
nature, like Esau, is the first-born; "That which is barn of the flesh j!"
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." "Howbeit that is not
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first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which
is spiritual." As Esau, fond of hardy exercises, grew in strength and
stature, so the old nature gains strength with our years and habits; the
whole tendency of our associations in this world is to cause the old
earthly Esau nature to develop itself. It is the favoUl'ite with the world.
Why is it that there is a tendency, even in the very young, tO,glory in their
shame? Is it not because the world praises those very things which God
condemns? The fruit of the Spirit is "love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Against such there
is "no law," except the law offashion. The child in the nursery, the boy
at school, the young man entering life, all find that the fruits of the Spirit
.are despised in the world, and that the manifesting them only brings
upon them the reproach of wanting spirit. So opposed are the spirit of
the world and the Spirit of God, that to possess the one is to incur the
reproach of being deficient in the other; yet the old nature is the favourite
of the world around-aye, and of our own hearts within. Even in thEi re.generate there often is discovered a lurking admiration for the old naturefor those qualities which the world admires, but which the Gospel condemns.
But what of all impediments when the Holy Ghost, the Divine J acob,
the Almighty Supplanter, begins to root up and to plant? Nature seem8
a millionfold stronger than grace, but grace is really stronger than
nature,-simply by infinity. The Holy Ghost roots up indifference about
eternal things, and plants in its place a cry which nothing can stifle:
" What must I do to be saved? " The Holy Ghost roots up that reckless
braving of God's judgment, which is the characteristic of all the unregenerate, and supplants it by a fear and trembling at His word. The
Holy Ghost roots up the disregard of God's written Word, and makes
men read it, as those who feel that life eternal and death eternal depend
on their reading it aright. The Holy Ghost uproots that despising of
Christ, which makes men see no beauty in Him that they should desire
Him, and plants in their ltearts a conviction that He must save or they
perish';:and, learning to believe in Him as their Saviour, instead of despising
Him, He becomes their "All in all," as the Apostle says, "To you who
believe He is precious." The Holy Ghost uproots man's infatuated notions
of his own righteousness, and brings him as a bankrupt beggar to Christ
for a free-grace salvati01l. The Holy Ghost shakes and loosens the roots
of the most inveterate habits, and implants a hatred to sin where love to
sin grew before; and, when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption,
then, though not before, will the same Holy Spirit tear up the last fibrous
roots of sin which are entwined in our fallen nature, and utterly annihilate
them. The Holy Ghost takes away the natural antipathy which we have
to the people of God as such, and implants a love for their society and
conversation, so that, as the Apostle says, "By this we know that we
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." Well,
then, may the Holy Ghost be prefigured by one who bore the name of
Jacob, tho Supplanter? So complete is the supplanting, that he who is
thA object of it is described as a new creature or new creation; and
although, as we said, the old nature, like Esau, seems to have everything
in its favour, yet it can no more stand before the new than Haman could
before Mordecai, or than Esau could before J acob, and this because God's
decree has gone forth, "The elder shall serve the younger,"-in other
words, nature shall serve grace. The old nature shall be brought into
slavery by the new. The natural Esau must succumb to the spiritual J aeob.
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Thus, if Abraham was a type of God the Father, and Isaac of God theSon, surely we may equally see in J acob a striking type of God the Holy
Ghost. It may be objected, however, that Abraham was the father or
other nations, and not of the chosen people only; also that from Isaac
were descended Edomites as well as Israelites, and that Isaac had a
blessing for Esau and his descendants as well as for Jacob and his. These
points, however, only serve to make the type more complete and exact;,
for God the Father, as the Creator, Preserver and Provisioner of the whole
creation, acts in these respects as the Universal Father. The whole universe owes Him the respect due to Him as such; wherefore, He appeals
to those who despised His authority, saying, "If I be a Father, where is
mine honour ?"
Again, the fact that Isaac had a blessing for Esau, as well as for J acob,
only helps to complete the parallel between him and Jesus. Isaac's
blessing for Esau was only an inferior arid secondary one, and referred
exclusively to temporal blessings. The Lord Jesus Christ in like manner
has a blessing; only a secondary and inferior one, it is true, and referring exclusively to temporal matters, but still a blessing even for theungodly, the sun shining on the evil and the good. All earthly prosperity, every moment's respite from God's judgments against sin, were
purchased for the world by the death of Christ. He purchased eternal
life for His people, and a respite for the unbelievers. He bought the
field for the sake of hid treasures, and the field benefits by His proprietorship. Christ laid down His life for the sheep, but many benefits of Hisdeath are extended to the world at large for the elect's sake, who are the
salt of the earth; and thus J esns is "the Saviour of all men, especially of'
them that believe."
But all the children of J acob were really Israelites. This teaches
us the great truth, that" as many as are led by the Spirit of God they.
are the sons of God"-" Except a man be born of the Spirit he cannot
see the Kingdom of God"-all who have felt the operations of the
Holy Ghost - the Divine J acob - these, and only these, are really
spiritual Israelites; and thus, the more we examine this type, the moreexact it becomes. Of course it will not stand true in every particular;
it would cease to partake of the nature of a type if it did. The types.
were all imperfect; they were earthly shadows of heavenly realities, and
earth's imperfections cannot fitly foreshadow heaven's perfections. The
Epistle to the Hebrews is conclusive on the point, that all the Old Testament
types, however suitable, came short of their antitypes. Taking this into·
consideration, we may say that the typical Trinity is as complete in its
resemblance as any of the Old Testament shadows. It must be remembered, too, that the foregoing remarks are far from being exhaustive,
and are only intended to be suggestive on a subject which would repay a
much fuller examination; but they may be useful in drawing attention
to the wonderful harmony there is in God's Word, and thus may help to
give a deeper-rooted faith in its complete inspiration, and encourage the
children of Gud to place a more confiding trust in a covenant God, a
Trinity in Unity, a three-fold cord that sin, Satan and hell cannot break,
bound together to secure for the sons of God all that is needful for them
for time and for eternity.
Tansley Rectory, Matlock.
H. H. A. S.
CERRATUM.-In last month's nnmber, p. 321, omit from .. Universal Father" (Iillo 5) to" Holy
lll1ost" (line 27),-A page of the 1l1~.. having got mi~plaoed, was inserted here by mist"ko, I
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LABOURERS, ARTISANS, AND PROFESSIONAL MEN OF
THE BIBLE.
JACOB'S sons-at least eleven of them, as may be inferred from Scripture
history-were keepers of sheep, like their father. In Gen. xxxvii. 2, 3,
we read, "Joseph, being seventeen years old, was fee"ding the flock with
his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons
of Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil
report. Now Israel loved J oseph more than all Ms children, because he was
the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours. And when
his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren,
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him." Let us go back
one generation, and solemn is the warning to parents, as Holy Writ
furnishes UR of two instances in which a sinful and unjust partiality on
the part of the parents resulted in sin and distress and trouble, as the
expression of God's righteous displeasure. Turn we, then, to one little
verse in Gen. xxv., "And Isaac loved Esau." Why?" Because he did
eat of his venison;" pleast'd, doubtless, with the loving, dutiful care with
which the elder son sought to tempt the old man's failing appetite; butoh that but! showing, as it were, one parent set against another, instead
of the perfect oneness there ought to be between father and mother in
all that concerns their children-" but Rebekah loved Jacob." So here,
in our present narrative, J acob loved J oseph more than all his children.
Why?-self again !.,-because "he was the child of his old age," and, as
a natural consequence, the same sad results followed in both cases. In
Gen. xvii. we read of a sinning and deceiving mother and younger son,
who, moreover, lied to his dying parent-of the old man trembling with a
great trembling (marg.), and of the supplanted brother crying with an
exceeding bitter cry, hating J acob, and" comforting himself, purposing to
kill him." In the case of Jacoband his family, the much-made-of
Joseph appears in no amiable form before us. As a tale-bearer and a
favourite, he was hated of his brethren; and here, too, followed a sad
tissue of sin and craftiness, and cruelty and anguisp-. The father's
darling sent with a tender message to his brethren-a message provinD'
that, if unwisely partial, Israel was, after all, a loving parent, and affec~
tionate to all his children. The messenger is seized, threatened with
death, sold as a slave; with exquisite cruelty the father's gift-coat, dipped
in blood, in order to carry conviction to the old man's anguished heart,
that his beloved" Joseph is without doubt rent in pieces, an evil beast
having devoured him," and vain indeed was the effort made by his sons
and daughters to comfort him: "for," said he, "I will go down into the
grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him." After
Joseph was sold to the Midianites, and by them to Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh's, his brethren continued to follow their trade of shepherds; but
after a time there was a grievous famine, the pastures failed, and, no
longer able to endure their distress, "Joseph's ten brethren went down
to buy corn in Egypt." The envied and hated J oaeph relieved their
necessities, after a time made himself know to them, sent for his aged
father, and, after introducing the whole family to Pharaoh, settled them
in the land of Goshen, where they continued to pursue their calling, for
" every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians." " And Pharaoh
spake unto Joseph, saying: If thou knowest any man of activity among
thy brethren, then make them rulers over my cattle."
E E
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Joseph, the youngest of the patriarchal shepherds, was in many particulars a striking type of the Lord Jesus Ohrist.
1. He was the beloved of his father. At our Lord's baptism, "theheavens were opened, and a voice was heard, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased."
2. Joseph was sent by his father with a message of peace to his
brethren j but, when they saw him, they conspired against him to slay
him. Of Jesus we read: "He came to His' own, and His own received
Him not j" and again: "Ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and
killed the Prince of life."
3. Joseph was sold by his brethren for twenty pieces of silver.
Jesus was sold by a disciple-by one who had ate of His bread-for
thirty pieces of silver.
4. Joseph's coat was dipped in blood (representing his own), and
presented by his brethren to his father, by whom it was fully recognized
as that of his son. So the Apostle speaks very fully, all through Heb.
ix., of the accepted blood-the blood of atonement-of "the blood
of Ohrist, who, through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself without
spot to God j" also quoting Moses, who took the representative "blood,
and sprinkled both the book and all the people, saying, This is the blood
of the testament, which God hath enjoined unto you." As also, at the
first institution of the Passover, God recognized this blood-cc When I
see the blood."
5. J oseph could not be the saviour of his brethren without leaving
his father's house and going into a far country. "I came forth," said
Jesus, "from the Father, and am come into the world."
6. Joseph, though the beloved son of his father, became a servant;.
so the Apostle writes of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, who, being in the form of
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of
no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant.
7. J oseph was sorely tempted to sin, yet resisted the tempter (Gen.
xxxix.). St. Matt. records: " Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit int(}
the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil." "He was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin," is the testimony of an inspired
~~.

.

8. Gen. xliii. 30: We read that Joseph's bowels yearned upon his
youngest brother, and he sought where to weep. At the grave of Lazarus,
" Jesus wept," and those around Him bore this testimony to the loving
"Elder Brother," "Behold, how He loved him j" and the Apostle speaks.
in his Epistle to the Ephesians, of " the love of Ohrist which passeth
knowledge."
9. Only in their felt need, and when confessing they were ready to
perish, did J oseph succour his brethren. Jesus" came to seek and t(}
save the lost." "I came not," said Jesus, "to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance."
10. Joseph's charge to his brethren-" See that ye fall not out by theway"-furnishes a parallel to our Lord's" new commandment" to His
disciples, that they should" love one another."
11. "Joseph settled his brethren in Goshen as the king's shepherds,".
(Gen. xlvii. 4-6). Jesus gave a charge to Peter, and through him to His
other disciples, to "feed His sheep;" and in Eph. iv. 11, we read, as regards Ohrist's Ohurch, that" He gave some pastors," a paralelled word,
being frequently thus used in the prophets, e.g. J er. xxiii. 2.
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12. Joseph's mission was, first, one of humiliation, then-one of glorious
triumph. Of Jesus the Apostle speaks in eb. x. 12: "This Man,
after He had offered one sa riu f, rain
r vel', sat down on the right
hand of God; from h n t rth p ting, till is enemies be made His
footstool." "Wh n th a v nth o.ng 1 soull.d d, th re were great voices
in heaven, saying, 1'h kingdoms of this w l'1d ar b me the kingdoms
of our Lord and f i Ohrist, and He shall reign for Over and ever."
" All hail the power of J eeu's name I
t angels prostrate fall;
ring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all.
that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
There join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all! "
Bath.
M.O.O.
THE SAVIOUR'S ASSURANOE AND PLEDGE.
"All that the Father giveth me shall oome to me,. anilltim that cometh to me 1
will 2'n no wise cast out."-JOHN vi. 37.

JESUS uttered these words of eternal truth in the hearing of a promiscuous
multitude. His disciples were there, who had seen a manifestation of
His Godhead the previous night in His stilling the storm. The Jews
were there, who used to question Him, to cavil, and to murmur at Him.
The common people were there in great numbers, who used to hear Him
gladly, but who, notwithstanding, followed Him for the loaves and fishes,
so as to merit the rebuke: " Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles,
but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled."
The effect produced in the minds of the envious Pharisees, by such
multitudes following Him, called forth on one occasion the remark:" Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? Behold, the world is gone after
Him." Yet it is plain that few of those great multitudes savingly believed on Him; few among them could say with the Spirit-given assurance
of Peter, "Thou art the Ohrist, the Son of the living God." Few of them
could say with Thomas, "My Lord and my God." Indeed, for the most
part, "they laboured for the bread which perisheth" (vel'. 27). They
were free-willers, and supposed they could "work the works of God "
(vel'. 28). They professed to want spiritual blessings (vel'. 34), but desired
them evidently with the sluggard's desire (vel'. 36): "For the soul of
the sluggard desireth and hath nothing."
They saw His person with the bodily eye; they witnessed His miracles;
they were fed by His bounteous hand, as all men are to this day; and they
heard His doctrine direct from His own lips; yet all these privileges did
not produce in them saving faith: so neither will Gospel privileges now,
unless God invest His Word with divine power, and carry it thus home to
the heart.
Concerning the work given Him to do, God the Father thus speaks in
ancient prophecy to Christ: "Thou art my servant, 0 Israel, in whom I
will be glorified;" in answer to which He replies, doubtless with reference to the multitudes that followed Him, and the few that were
saved, "Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength
E E 2
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for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgment is with the Lord, and
my work with my God. And now, saith the Lord that formed me from
the womb to be His servant, to bring Jacob again to Him (Jacob
here representing the entire election of grace), Though Israel (the
professing multitude) be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes
of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength" (Isaiah xlix. 3-5). Why?
Because" all that the Father giveth me shall come to me," and" him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out."
In this text we have a declaration and an assurance:I. Now, observe, the declaration is not" All manMna shall come to me,"
neither is it, "All hearers of the Gospel shall come to me," but "All that
tIle Father giveth me shall come to me."
Dr. Gill justly remarks on this text: "Though Christ here expresses
this act of His Father's in the present tense, 'All that the Father
givethme,'-perhaps to express the continuance and unchangeableness
of it-he expresses it in verse 39: "/lath given me," as an act of God antecedent to coming to Christ, which entirely corresponds with the words
used by Him in His last intercessory prayer on earth, on behalf of the
same persons (John xvii. 2), and the text in Acts: "For as many as
were ordained unto eternal life believed" (Acts xiii. 48).
These "given ones" were chosen of God in Christ before the foundation
of the world (Eph. i. 4), and gathered to Him in time out of every
kindred and tongue and people and nation. Ages have now run their
course since God-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-loved them and put
their names in the Book of Life. He had loved them. with an everlasting
love ere He came forth to create the "smallest part of the dust of the
earth;" and the fruit and proof of that love was the incarnation, life,
death, and ascension of God the Son. Elect sinners of mankind were
given to Christ to constitute His Church, which is His bride, His portion,
and His delight-the object of His supremest joy in heaven, 'and His
constant care on earth.
Among them are sinners from all parts of the habitable earth-sinners
saved at the eleventh hour, and sinners who are but infants of days.
Among them are Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, 'bond and free.
Among them are sinners who, when in a state of nature, were bloody
Manassehs, persecuting Sauls, money-loving Zacchaeuses, infidel John
Newtons, and cursing John Bunyans; who, when grace delivered them,
and the reigning power of sin was broken in their hearts, followed Ohrist
in their day and generation as washed, justified, and sanctified persons;
who, for Ohrist's sake, cut off right hands, plucked out right eyes, and
took up their cross daily as His faithful followel'6. Of el1ch an~ all of
those "given ones" it is emphatically declared thp.t they "shall come to
Christ." 'fhere is no doubt about the matter, no peradventure, but
absolute cel'tainty: "They 8hall ome to me:" Is it, think you, because
the difficulties in the W9.l of thO~1' oming to Ohrist are less, or more
easily overcome by their lJldividual power and creature effort, that the
Saviour's assertion, "They shall come to me," is so emphatic? Are
these difficulties less to them than to others who never come to Christ?
Are they not, while in a state of nature, as carnally secure as others?
Are they not as much wedded to their sins? Are they not as firmly in
the power of Satan, and are their hearts not filled with the same enmity
to God as others-their fellow sinners who never come to Christ? In that
state, do they not equally with others feel independent of Christ and
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despise His work? Are they not included among mankind of whom the
Saviour says, "No man can come to me except the Father, who hath
sent me, draw him," so completely has the fall ruined mankind?
Certainly they are! Certainly they are as degraded, as spiritually dead,
and as far off from God as the rest of their brethren of mankind!
(Eph. ii. 1-3).
If, then, we cannot find in the creature anything helpful or meritorious
to save, where are we to look for the ground of the Saviour's assurance?
We must look for it altogether beyond man, and we find it in the grace
of God. Paul speaks of it often. In his Epistle to Timothy he says,
God "hath saved us and called us with an holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to His own purpose ana grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). The grace
which was given the Church in Christ in the eternity that is past, was
awakening grace (Acts xvi. 30); quickening grace (Acts xvi. 14);
drawing grace (1 Sam. iii. 8, 9); pardoning grace C~att. ix. 2);
enlightening grace (Matt. xvi. 17); restoring grace (Ps. xxiii. 3);
strengthening grace (Acts xxvii. 23, 24); persevering grace (Job xiii.
15); triumphing grace (1 Cor. xv. 55). Rejoicing, therefore, in the
power of this glorious grace, the Saviour could assert and declare, "All
that the Father giveth me shall come to me."
But the given ones shall come to Him because of the eternal efficacy of
the blood of Christ. That blood has sufficient merit to secure and procure
their deliverance from sin and complete salvation; hence it is said, "As
for Thee also, by the blood of Thy covenant, I have sent forth Thy
prisoners out of the pit wheroin is no water" (Zech. ix. 11).
Their coming is further secured by His life on their behalf: "He ever
liveth to make intercession for them." His intercession secures their
coming. "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by
the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by
His life" (Rom. v. 10). Moreover, the Father's promise secures it"Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power" (Ps. ex. 3).
" For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, saith the Lord. I will put my laws into their mind, and
write them in their hearts, and I will be to them a God, and they shall
be to me a people" (Heb. viii. 10). And, in a word, by the Holy
Spirit's work in the heart, convincing, enlightening, and drawing, their
coining to Christ is infallibly secured.
Oh, how blessedly certain is all this! Sin may allure-Satan may rage
and distract the mind-men may vex and p.erplex the soul-but the
Gospel shall, nevertheless, be unto them the power of God; and,
wherever they are, this Gospel of God's grace shall find them out. This
is the joy and comfort" of all the Lord's sent servants. Should God be
pleased in His sovereignty to make them instrumental in bringing any
sinners to Christ, how willingly shall they give Him the glory, and bless
His holy name.
God will perfectly adapt the exigencies of the Gospel to the times in
which He has a people to be gathered unto Him. As Toplady says,
"When He has but few people in one age to gather, but few ministers
shall be raised up; and, when He has, too, many to gather, many shall
be sent forth." From the East and from the West, from the North and
from the South, shall the Lord's people come to find in Christ a satisfying
portion to their souls.
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n. The pledge or assurance: "Him tl.at cometh to me I w£ll in np
w£sc cast out."
The Cities of Refuge were in some respects typical of Christ; we read
concerning them, that, "When he that doth flee unto one of those cities
shall stand at the entering of the gate of the city, and shall declare His
cause in the ears of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the
city unto them, and give him a place, th.at lie may dwell among them.
And if the avenger of blood pursue after him, then they shall not deliver
the slayer up into his hand" (Josh. xx. 4, 5). Now, shall those elders be
more merciful than precious Christ? Shall they receive the manslayer
and give him ample security from the avenger of blood? and shall not
Christ receive the law-pursued sinner, who, weary and heavy ladfln, presents himself before Him. and commits his cause into His hands? How
infinitely dishonouring to Christ were the thought! It shall never be
said that a sin-sick soul came to the Great Physician and was turned
away.
Notwithstanding all the dishonour such may have done to the law
of God, or the indifference with which they may have regarded His
blessed Gospel-notwithstanding all they may be themselves in respect
to having a wicked heart and a depraved nature, J asus pledges Himself,
that, when they come to Him, He will in no wise cast them out.
Oh, what great grace to needy sinners shines forth in this assurance!
How divinely suited it is to the case of one who has been awakened to
flee from the wrath to come, and who has every discouragement that an
'unbelieving heart and a tempting devil can suggest to contend with;
who, after it may be, vainly seeking a warrant in self to come to Christ,
at last finds this to be a sufficient warrant, as indeed it is! Many
thousands of Christ's dear people have found these words such to thema sure foundation, on which they have built their hopes for eternity from
day to day. It has been a word whereon their souls were made to hope,
and the beginning of eternal consolation to their hearts.
Immanuel, the faithful and true Witness, will never break His own
pledged word. Blessed be God! Not one of all whom the Father gave
Him shall ever be cast out after they have come to Him; and equally
true it is that none of the rest who are blinded shall ever come to Him.
And why? Because they see no beauty in Him that they should desire
Him.
Have you ever seen Him so as to desire Him? Do you desire Him
not, for one trait of His character only, but for every trait? Can you
adore His Sovereignty when He says, "I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and revealed them to babes," equally as you can admire
His grace when He says, "Him that cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out? "
If you are not a partaker of the new birth, and so have never known
what it is truly to desire Ohrist, be sure of this, that the enmity of your
heart to God and the things of God has never been removed, and, dying
in this state, you must be shut out from all pal·ticipation in the joys of
Christ's people, which are yet to be revealed. Who can tell the issues of
that blessed transaction in which the coming sinner is met by Christ on
the very threshold of grace with this pledge of constant love?
The saved thief came to Christ in these words, "Lord, remember me
when Thou comest into Thy kingdom;" and the answer, "To-day shalt
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hou be with me in Paradise," was in etr t the same as the words, "I
will in no wise cast out."
ahab was assured by the spies of her safety when Israel would
destroy her city. She hoped in the truth of their word, and her faith
was well rewarded at last.
The Israelites were assured by Moses that when th angel of deafu
should smite the first-born of all the land of Egypt, the Lord would see
the blood and pass them by. They hoped in the word, and they were not
put to sham .
n ither will any of the Lord's people who have made
this or 0. similar w rd of His the ground of their hope.
But th p ulial'lustro of grace that shines forth from these words can
nIy b s n o.nd appreoiated by one who has been long in the school of
jst! who ha long felt th plague of his heart, who has dealt treacherou Iy In th way of the Lord; wh se neck has been an iron sinew, and his
brow brass; who, for the iniquity of his covetousness, has endured
fnth rly ha tisement, and has sighed because of the leanness of his
ul. Th s gracious words carried again with power to the soul of such
an n will cause him to sing as in the days of his youth, and he will
~ i
to know that the Lord" hateth putting away;" that He will rest
in i love, and rejoice over His people with singing.
Might the glorified Church not say, "Not the smallest part of our deep
spiritual joy arises from the glorious fact that we were chosen to salvation,
but we also joy and bless the faithfulness of our dear Redeemer, who,
notwithstanding all our waywardness and wanderings, did not cast us out?"
lJundee.
G. A.

MEDITATIONS ON JOB XVI. 4.

" If your soul were in my soul's stead,

I could herup up words against you,
ana shake mine lte(ta at you."

AFTER all the learning, eloquence, zeal, and industry in preaching, it
amounts to nothing unless it is experimental matter; "Come and hear,
all ye that fear God, and I will declare what He hath done for my soul "
(Psalm lxvi. 16). Here is an invitation to 4ear experimental preaching
of what God had done. Job was brought into a deeper experience than
his three friends could understand, hence their rash judgments in their
own spirit; and, although God suffered Satan to tempt Job to say many
naughty things, yet Job boldly declares, " The root ofthe matter is in me."
So the poor soul, under afflictive providences, and in great temptations,
says and does many naughty things, and the untried, like Job's friends,
say, "Trust God," and the like-quite Scriptural, but not experimental,
for the tried soul knows that trust and every grace is the gift of God.
Now, if Job's three friends had been through his trials, what experimental
sons of consolation they would have been to Job in his affliction, instead
of the tantalizers they were; so that it seems absolutely necessary for
God's ministers to experience great and varied trials, that they may be
sons of consolation to the afflicted children of God.
It matters not how a state of grace may be in a minister, or how great
his learning to set it forth may be; his acceptance will be in proportion
io his experience. Many learned, gracious men, for want of depth in exJlerienc~ preach much in the letter of the word, often saying to the tried,
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" Nothing is plainer than God's word of promise; take Him at His word,
for He tells you to cast your care on Him," &c. All quite true, yet" there
is a path which no soul knoweth, and which the vulture's eye hath not
seen," and that is the path of God's appointment in a soul's experience,
that neither the devil or his angels know, and out of which no letter exhortations can deliver. No! no! notwithstanding all the promises, you
cannot trust to His delivering time. "My times are in Thy hand"
(Ps. xxxi. 15). When a poor tried, tempted, doubting soul is lashed, by a
comparatively untried preacher, with the letter of the word and promises
enforced, it creeps away wounded to mourn; but, if God sends a tried
minister, and he opens up the matter by showing that God's promises are
for us to plead, but for Him to fulfil in His own time and manner, " My
times are in Thy hand," the little one begins to look up; and, when assured
that these trials are ordained of God to work a purpose for our good, and
that it is ours to pray for the Spirit's graces (to endure this hardness),
faith, patience, resignation, &c., &c, then what a blessing an experimental
ministry is felt to be, and thankful praises arise to God.
There is a deal of unhealthy affectation by many good Christians, a.
sort of undefinable fear of man; one never murmurs, another casts his
care upon God, another does this or that: but, as for me, I find too often
I can do nothing-no, not sit still. When God puts His children into the
furnace, He means them to endure its heat. Friends may exhort them to
lay hold on this or that promise; 'tis all unavailing, till the time of deliverance come-till" the set time to favour Zion come."
J. E. S.

£trmnns anh !tuftS uf £trUlnllS.
THE RED HEIFER.
SUBSTANOE OF A SERMON BY THE REV. J. A. WALLINGER, LATE OF
BRIGHTON.
(PART Ill., cont~'nuea from page 321).
" .A.na the priest shall take ceaar wooa, ana hyssop, ana scarlet, ana cast it int()
the miast of the burning of the heifer."-NUM. xix. 6.
NEXT we will consider another ingredient. Hyssop signifies sweetness,
and, perhaps, herein lies the power. To get the sweetness is to sink at
once under the power; to realize sweetness is to be able" to count all
things but loss, dross, and dung for the excellency of Ohrist Jesus thl;}
Lord." Hyssop was a bitter-sweet, aptly representing the source of all
the Church's mercies-the bitter, yet sweet, suffel'ings of Christ: bitter,
for He had to endure the flame of -the fiery furnace of God's wrath; yet
sweet, for it was to win Ris Bl·ide. And so it is with the Church: the
cross is a bitter-sweet, for, while we l'oap the bl ssedness of it, yet will
the believer mourn to think of the griof, and pain, and bitter anguish of
Jesus as He sustained the wrath and curse due for sin. Yea, ye shall look
upon Him whom you have pierced and mourn; and remember, too, when
He hung upon the cross, it was thy sins nailed Him there; so, when thl;}
Prophet asks, "What are these wounds in Thy hands?" Jesus can look
at thee and say, "Those with which I was wounded in the house of my
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friends." So thou wilt be led to the cross and see what thy sins have·
done, and feel the bitter, even while thou partakest of the sweet. I hope
some here have tasted both; and those of you who never have, I do not
wonder you are in and of the world, I do not wonder your heart is filled
with it. But what will draw you out of it? Not the terrors of hell---'not
a sight of the torments of the damned-but love can do it. Aye, that is
the sweet power which nothing can resist. "The love of Christ constraineth us."
Thirdly. Let us view the next ingredient as duration or continuance.
Cedar is the most durable of all woods, and we read, the "work of the
Lord shall endure for ever," and salvation is the effect of His mercy. ThePsalmist, you know, was so full of it that one entire Psalm is taken up
with extolling it, every verse concluding thus: "For His mercy endureth
for ever;" though, I dare say, many here have read it, and never considered what kind of mercy it is-not a universal, but a special mercy, a
limited mercy. He destroyed the enemies, the ungodly, "because His
mercyendureth for ever." Special, particular, covenant mercy, was engaged on the side of Israel, J ehovah's peculiar people, and so all the rest
must be destroyed. Here, then, we have the extent of His mercy, and
the Lord will teach all His dear children to know their interest in this
mercy. Here, then, is endurance, continuance, which was set forth by
the cedar. No doubt it is a question that often recurs to a child of
God under temptation, tribulation, and trial: "Shall I endure? Can
nothing quench the love that I have tasted? Will not these floods drown
it ?" No; it is for ever. " He is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever." Such as He was when you received Christ, such He will be even
to the end; "for whom He loves in this world, He loves unto the end."
" They that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts
of our God." They shall come off victors at the last.
Now, all that you see within that produces doubts and fears, and makes
you surmise you are a hypocrite, that shall one day be cast into hell, you
make a very wrong use of. God makes use of them to stir you up to
prayer that you may get a fresh blessing from Him. Another token of
His love, who says, "Knock, and it shall be opened." God is a Refuge
for us, but the difficulty is, that, when temptation comes, usually prayer is
restrained and shut out. " Oh," say you, at such times, "if I could but
go to the Lord in prayer! if I could but pour out my soul before Him!"
Ah, if you could, it would all be well! Then you should soon put your
feet upon the necks of your enemies. But, when you cannot go to the
Lord with prayer, go to Him for prayer; and, if this be unavailing, where
are you to get your help and your shelter? Why, in Jehovah's continuance-His faithfulness-the same for ever. There, believer, there is your
Hiding-place; when every other prop is taken away, every other refuge
fails, this will abide; it stands for ever. He cannot break His promise,
but will confirm it to the end. Now, all the Lord's children must be
brought, by these painful experiences, to know their standing-place.
'l'hese extremities belong to a wilderness-state, and they realize many precious experiences thereby.
So, you see, these three things represent very important truths to God's.
children; and, if they are not precious to you, it is because you are not
renewed in the spirit of your minds.
The next thing I would notice to you is the contamination to the
priest, arising from having to do with this sacrifice, as at vel'. 7. The
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high priest must wash his clothes, and be unclean until the evening, 'be(lause he touched this dead animal; and, if he had touched the dead body
of a man instead of a beast, he would have been unclean seven days,
thereby intimating man to be sevenfold worse than a beast. There is
the true description of man as he is-seven times worse than a beast.
But it is very remarkable that this ceremony, which was in itself instituted
for purification, should have a contaminating effect upon the priest; and
1fihis was an ordinance of heaven, be it remembered. Now, one thought
that presents itself to me upon this is, that it was to show how actually
and really sin, in all its multitudinous and aggregate character, is transferred to the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This animal became a mass
()f sin, so impure, so defiled, so abominable, that the priest who touched
it became unclean from contamination: and why? Because it was a sacrifice for sin, and sin was, by transfer and imputation, on it. Here we see
Jesus a sacrifice for sin; and not only so, but sin imputed and transferred
to Him, so that He became a mass of sin, a receptacle for sin, whereon
,sin was laid; so that He became defiled by it, rendered unclean, and, like
the leper, must be turned out of the camp. He suffered without the
gate as the worst of malefactors. Oh, how blessed to have a precious
view of the reality and personality of this tranfer of sin, and so, by virtue
of His dying and doing, know that sin is separated from us! for, remember this, if one single sin rests on thy head, and death overtakes thee, thou
art lost! lost for ever! But this is the blessedness of God's elect-" I
have blotted out, as a cloud, thy transgressions." No exception-all or
none! Oh, what a precious, glorious Christ is this! You who feel
yourself to be a mass of sin, defiled, polluted, abominable; sin in your
mind, affections, conscience, will; is not such a Saviour just suited to
you? Yea," blessed is the man to whom the Lord imputetl, no sin;"
and, observe that it is not, "hath done no sin," but" imputeth not sin ;"
,and why? Because God" made Him to be sin for us, that we might be
made righteous in Him" (1 Cor. i. 30). What an exchange is here!
Well might the Apostle call it, "the glorious Gospel of the blessed God"
(1 Tim. i. 11), fresh from the courts of heaven. Aye, and the Lord's
saints must realize it too. And now I speak to those who have realized
it. When it came to you first, how fresh, how blessed, how precious was
it to your heart! What a spring-time, what a summer-time was that to
your soul, when you heard the voice of the turtle-when the vine of grace
began to bud, and the Sun of Righteousness shone forth-when pardon
and peace were whispered into your heart!
But now we must consider the question that arises, how the same
animal could contaminate and purify? and a most important truth is
here. Turn to Isa. viii. 14, &c.: "He shall be for a sanctuary." But is
that all? No. "He shall be also for a stone of stumbling and a rock
of offence." "What, for both?" say you? Yes; for salvation and perdition! Thus we read of the wrath of the Lamb, as well as the love of the
Lamb; for many shall stumble and fall, and roll into hell over this stone.
.our Lord, in the days of His flesh, said (Matt. xxi. 44)1: " Who:Boever shall fall on this Stone shall he broken." What stone? Why,
-Christ, "the Stone the builders rejected," but made "the head of the
<corner" by the Lord, who builds upon it His spiritual temple, while sinners stumble at it, reject it, drop into hell, and are lost. But our Lord,
,speaking of this, says, "Whosoever shall fall upon this Stone shall be
,broken." Now, He makes a difference between those who fall upon this
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Stone and those upon whom this Stone falls. "Whosoever shall fall
upon this Stone shall be broken." A fracture is made. Many stumble
at this Stone, and are broken thereby-stumble at the doctrines of God,
at the dealings of God, at the truth of God, and are broken. They get
a fracture somewhere. They are like a man with a broken limb-not a
whole man, not a sound man. They s~umble at some truth, and so they
are broken-fractured by this Stone. This is the state of many of God's
,dear people, and so they go with broken bones-they stumble and fall. But
it is the Lord's work to set these bones. What a mercy if your hones have
been healed-if He have made" your broken bones to rejoice!" But'suppose you drop out of time into eternity without this healing-oh,
the awful result is, this Stone" shall fall upon you, and grind you to
powder!"
Thus, then, we have seen the twofold use of Christ Jesus-for salvation
'and perdition, for a sanctuary and a stumbling-stone, even as one said of
Qld, "This Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel"
-for the final fall of the finally wicked, and for the rising again of God's
elect to that place He saw them in before all worlds. Thus, then, we
come to see how the ashes of this animal repsesented Christ Jesus for
contamination and purification. Now, I ask, What think ye of Christ?
What is He to you? Are you under all the rubbish and ignorance and
blindness of the fall? in the original and actual sin you have contracted
in your birth, and by your practice? If so, you are a stranger to the
covenant of promise, an enemy to God, and have no testimony that you
belong to Him. But oh, how blessed the state of those in whom God has
put a difference-a difference that He will keep up and maintain for
ever; an eternal separation, so that we have the ashes of this heifer in
use now! "It is an ordinance of God for ever." Then they were used
typically, now actually; then externally, now spiritually. For, what did
this ceremony signify but the sprinkling of the heart and conscience with
the atoning blood of Jesus? to realize His truth, to taste pardoning mercy,
and to live upon fresh experiences of His grace-love? This is the spiritual
use of the ashes of the anti-typical Heifer. "Ah, but," say you, " , woe is
me, for I am unclean! ,,, If you felt otherwise, you would have no need
Qf this cleansing. "But," you are ready to say, "are all the Lord's
people thus?" Yes;" they groan, being burdened," and so find daily
use for this water of purification, and say continually, "I shall be satisfied wheR I awake up with Thy likeness; never till then !-when I am
taken home, and leave the body of sin behind, and am brought to be
with Jesus for ever."
One more point and I have done. "This was to be a statute for ever."
The Church is to make everlasting use of the Christ of God. Christ in
His oharacter and offices shall form the peace, blessedness, and glory of
the Church through all ages in time, and throughout eternity. To be
with Him, to contemplate His work, to see Him as the Lamb slain, and
rejoice in Him for ever, will form the bliss of the Church triumphant
above. Now, if you have had a revelation of Christ to your soul, if you
have received these blessings into your heart, and realized the peace of
them by faith, in yet a little while thou shalt enjoy them by sight-" it
is a statute for ever," and, in the confidence of faith thou mayst say now:
"Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall give me at that day, and not tome
only, but to all that love His appearing." The Lord bless His Word!
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ANOTHER GLORIFIED ONE, IN THE PERSON OF MR.
JOHN BUDGEN, LATE OF CRAWLEY, SUSSEX.
AT page 630 (Dec. No., 1871), reference is made to Mr. Budgen, who
for very many years had been a plain but sound and savoury preacher of
the Gospel at Crawley, in Sussex. After that number appeared, we had a
long letter from him, touching upon the case of the dear young disciple
alluded to in the article aforenamed. The first part of that letter we
shall subjoin, in which the tender loving spirit of the man of God will
be seen. He possessed a meekness and simplicity which greatly commended itself to our heart. From the time we first met him (nearly
thirty years ago), we felt united to him in the bonds of Christian
brotherhood.
Pressure of work and continuous occupation prevented our immediately replying to him, according to his wishes. For the reason we
shall presently give, we greatly regret this now. Two other letters
followed. In one under date March 9, 1872, he says: "We live in a
dying world. 'fheyare dying all around us at Crawley; and, as you
inform us, they are so at Bristol. My ironmonger, who calls upon me
twice a year (a strong and healthy man) I expected to-day; but,
behold, another man came in his place. On inquiring after him, I was
told that, in his rounds for orders, he dropped down dead!
How
many there are called out of this world in the same way! What a
blessing to the Christian! Sudden death will be sudden glory to him."
He then repeats his request that we would write a line or two to him.
For the reason just named we delayed this, and we found the dear man
was grieved, for he wrote another note, quoting the Scripture, "And
He' answered her not a word." How deeply we regret having thus
wounded this dear servant of God, by our almost unavoidable silence, %
we cannot express, for the next we hear of him is, that he was found
ilcail! Thus what he had so recently declared, he was personally so
soon to realize-" sudden death, sudden glory! "
Well, much as we regret our not writing a private line, we can only
add, that the facts give greater interest and additional power to his own
closing testimony. We trust we may hear some further particulars
concerning the termination of his labours. We believe, if ever a man
served the Lord his God in his day and generation, with simplicity, sincerity, and truth, it was the late humble minister of Bethel Chapel,
Crawley, Sussex. Although so many year,s have passed since we were
there, we perfectly remember the countenance of the ostler to whom he
refers. We never recollect meeting with a more striking instance of the
softening, mellowing power of Divine grace, as brought to bear upon
one of the naturally most repulsive, forbidding countenances we ever
met. We J'ecollect, too, the old disciple to whom our departed brother
likewise refers.
Dear servant of the Most High! thy troubles are now for ever at an end.
• [Perhaps it is due to ourseh'es to state that he wished a long :MS., which he sent us,
published in pamphlet form. This needed revision, and we really had not time then to
revise it. Hence the delay in writing to him.-En.]
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" All thy sorrows left below,
And earth exchang'd for heav'n."
Just as we heard of thy speedy and happy translation, we had personally been pondering upon the words of the poet" Finds every day new straits attend,
And wonders where the scene will end."
Ah, dear brother, that" wonder" has now ceased with thee. Thou
·speakest of "one heavy trial for five-and-thirty years, and of Divine
.goodness giving great easement in this trial."· Ab, whatever that trial
may have been, it is at an end now!
Brother! we rej oice on thy behalf ! We magnify the riches of Divine
grace, and adore the Person and acknowledge the gracious acts of our
covenant Lord, in that He sustained thee, supported thee, and finally
brought thee off' more than conqueror, to testify of Him and with Him
in the upper and better world. We are left on pilgrimage-" cumbered
,about much serving "-called indeed to "bear the burden and heat of the
day';" and, to our sorrow, are compelled to admit, "often (as were Israel
of old) discouraged on account of the way;" but (blessed be God!) one
precious portion comes to our relief: "And these all, having obtained a
good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided
'some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made'
perfect" (Heb. xi. 39, 40).
Bethel Chapel, Crawley, .Dec. 25th, 187l.
DEARLY-BELOVED EDIToR,-I do remember my faults this day, in the
long delay in not writing to inform you how we have got on concerning
the debt of our chapel. I have often thought, in my troubles, of one
little word, yet a very great one, in a letter to me by that dear man,
A. TRIGGs. "Do not think it strange if the love of many wax cold. Keep
your geOl'ets to yourself, that is, from men, as you know where to go
with all your needs, and it ever stands the same: 'My God shall supply
all your need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.' The
Lord give thee a holy familiarity with Himself, who saith, 'I will
instruct thee and teach thee in the way thou shalt go; I will guide thee
with mine eye.''' I have never forgotten this word: "You know where
.to go with all your need."
" Oh, may I ever find access
To breathe my sorrows there !"
What easement it gives the soul that is full of trouble, to let out, or
pour out, his soul's troubles to the Lord, and, through Divine gracE',
enabled to cast all his cares and burdens on the Lord, who careth for
His people with a parental love, a Fatherly and motherly care, and
because they are His own redeemed property and portion for ever!
We are still moving onward and homeward in Him in whom we live
and move, and all our springs are in Him. "JOSEPH"* is yet alive;
not only alive, but very lively in spiritual things. He is often seen at
·our right hand, reading and expounding the Word at our prayermeetings, to the profit and benefit of souls; and another spiritual friend
at our left hand, that I think that I am favoured, like Moses, when his
hand was stayed up by Aaron and Hur. I feel much encouraged and
-comforted in myoId age, which will be 73, if I should be spared to see

'*' A mutual dear friend of many years' standing.-ED.
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another birthday. The Lord is very kind to me at certain times in th&
pulpit, that I am so strengthened within, that I feel quite as strong as·
when I was but 30 years old. 0 for the continuation of the Spirit's
strengthening might within! Thus we live to prove the Lord's faithful-·
ness and goodness, notwithstanding all the waywardness and sin which
he is the subject of. It ofttimes brings to mind the text the dear man,
J. KERSHAW, preached from at our Thanksgiving service, "The Lord
hath been mindful of us; He will bless us;" so that we can set to our
seal that God is true.
" Thus far my God has led me on,
And made His truth and mercy known;
My hopes and fears alternate rise,
And comforts mingle with my sighs."
"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation!" Time is too short to
" utter the memory of His great goodness."
I hope, when you come to London, that you will be able to make it
convenient to come down to Crawley, for I very much want to see you
again before we pass the River Jordan; then I will take you up to this
chapel, and show you, at the further end of the yard, another manifestation of Divine goodness, in the rich display of His grace, love, and mercy
to my daughter, next to the youngest, who departed this life February
21st, 1861, aged 23 years. On her grave-stone you will see engraved" They sleep in J eSllS and are blessed,
How sweet their slumbers are!
From suffering and from sin released,
And freed from every snare ;"
and then I will inform you why we had this verse put on her stone, and.
the merciful kindness of the Lord in her safe preservation and deliverance in times of great trouble. One time she went out on the pier at
Brighton, with the full intention to drown herself in the sea; she felt as
though some one spoke to her, "Go back! go back!" Through Divine
grace, she left behind a very bright and happy evidence of the work of
God's grace in her soul, by the fruit manifested in her short life, and
on her dying bed, to all that were present as eye-witnesses to behold
her happy departure. If I am spared to see you, I will give a full
account of all her trials and deliverances. No one but those who have
been favoured with the same blessing can fully enter into the peace and
comfort it gave me, which constrained the soul to bless the Lord for
His goodness. It is sweet, under a feeling sense of His great goodness,
to "Remember all the way He hath mercifully led us these many years
in the wilderness," to humble and lay us low at His feet like a helpless
little child.
My youngest daughter is now living in Australia, sixteen thousand
miles distance. In her letter she gives me a little hope that there is
something more than nature, when she expresses herself thus :-" My
past life makes me feel so unworthy of God's love, that' He will havemercy on whom He will have mercy,' for I am sure I was not deserving
it." Time will make it manifest, if the Lord hath begun the work in the
soul. How anxious are believing parents, who have children in foreign
lands, or at a long distance in their own land, when they receive a letter
from them, to see if there is any more of God's grace commenced in their
souls.
I see, from this month's number, that you have not forgotten us; but
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do call to remembrance the time when you were with us, and the pleasurein visiting the young woman-that is, ELIZA PWKETT-on the texts youl
spoke from at our place; I well remember them: "Him hath God
exalted, and the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation." I have heard her describe the way the Lord delivered her out of
temptation by the path of tribulation and afH.iction, and many thingswhich she wrote down when upon her dying bed, which I have by me.
Her sister, SALOME PICKETT, then was about two years old; she was
taken ill, and in a very short time removed by death. Last July sh&
went to Guildford for the benefit of her health, hoping that a change of
air would do her good. I was called to go there to supply on the Lord's
day, August 13th, 1871, and in the evening she returned home with me
to Crawley; and, having taken fresh cold while at Guildford, she continued to get worse, weaker and weaker, till 22nd November, 1871, when
she departed this life, aged 27 years. I have called to see her at
different times; she complained of much darkness of soul, and doubtsand fears. One time these words came to her comfort, "Arise, shine,_
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee."
From that time she was much comforted and strengthened by different
verses of hymnGl and God's faithful promises" Not as the world the Saviour gives,
He is no fickle friend;
Whom once He loves He never leaves,
But loves them to the end."
The last time that she was at chapel was a few weeks before her death,
when I was speaking from these words :-" 0 thou afflicted, tossed with.
tempest, and not comforted." After service, she said, "The precious
promises were very sweet to me a few days ago. ' For a small moment
have I forsaken thee, but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a.
little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment, but with everlasting
kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeemer ;'" and
it was observed that these promises belonged to the comfortless ones, and
the tempest-tossed ones, for their comfort, being made heirs of them
through Ohrist, who was appointed Heir of all things, and they as joint
heirs with Him. When she got home, these words came to her with sweet
power,-" Oome, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world." She was, through Divine
grace, prepared for the kingdom, made meet to be the happy partaker
of the inheritance of the saints in light. At another time these words.
dropped in her soul with sweetness" I know, 0 Lord, Thou hast prepared,
Unworthy though I be,
A blood-bought crown, a free reward,
A golden harp for me."
As she drew nearer to her end, her hopes became more bright, that she
longed to be with Christ, and expressed the feeling and breathing of har
soul in the words of the poet" Weary of earth, myself, and sin,
Dear Jesus, see me free,
And to Thy glory take me in,
For there I long to be."
This was the happy state of hor mind. In the avening, a female friend
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bid her good night, saying, "I will come and see you again to-morrow."
With a smile on her countenance and heaven in her soul, her answer
was, "I hope to be with Jesus before then;" and so it was, for she
calmly breathed her last breath about 3 o'clock in the morning, and fell
asleep in J esllS.
.
Your calling to remembrance the goodness of the Lord leads me to do
the same, when we were led about from place to place. In two years
we occupied six different houses, with every way and door seemed shut
up, and we were minished and brought low through oppression, affiiction, and sorrow, internal and external, till a little opening in this dark
town, as to spiritual light, and I was a stranger in the place; but there
was an old pilgrim found there, and we soon got acquainted with each
<Jther, by reading a little book which he carried about in his pocket,
written by GEOl1.GE FRANCIs. I have no doubt but that you will remember the old pilgrim with the wig; he did, not lose any time in
seeking and searching a place for me and family, and soon found one
very suitable for me. Then we had another move, and came with nine in
family, that is with our two selves, and have now occupied it more than
.'30 years; and, as there was no chapel in the place, we opened our hired
house, and I began to speak a little every Lord's-day, and was much
encouraged by seeing the good hand of God with us. One Lord's-day
there came in two ostlers. One of them I had often noticed, in his going
to and fro to his work, for his ill-disposed looks; and as his looks, so he
was, The Word of Life entered into his soul, and he became a living
and spiritual man; the ill-looks were removed, and he became like a
little child. He noticed what you said at our place concerning the
little child in its longing to say "Father," and he desired the same.
In a short time he was removed by Providence nine miles distant;
t])ere he joined a Baptist Church. He writes to me thus in a letter
which I have enclosed:Cuckfielii, Decembe'r 23rrl, 1853.

My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,-May the dear Lord abundantly bless
you with His love and mercy and peace, for I have cause to bless the
Lord, in making you the instrument, in His hands, of turning my feet
<Jut of the broad road of destruction into the narrow road of everlasting life, and giving me a desire after the Lord Jesus Christ, as my
only Saviour, as I testified at the Baptist, Church here, about three
months ago, and have joined with them, because I trust we are a part of
that Church that shall sing the praises of God and the Lamb through
eternity and everlastingly; and I hope and pray the Lord will still
enable you to go on and preach the Gospel to the poor, and bind up the
broken-heartect, and clothe His Word with Almighty power, and quicken
many hardened sinners, and then to submit th mselves to the Lord
Jesus Christ, whose name is above every name. My kind love to you,
Mrs. Budgen, and all that love the Lord.
H.L.
Our friends soon hired a school-room, which ,ve occupied fourteen years.
We entered our new chapel in the year 1858 :-" Whoso is wise, and
will observe these things, even th y hall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord." I have laboured under one heavy trial for 35 years ;.;.'
.. We knoW' one who has laboured under the self-same trial for seven-and-thirty years.
There are times when he sees it is an indispensable trial-that it is absolutely necessary
for his spiritual well-being and that of othe,'s. Hence thete are seasons when he almost
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but Divine goodness is now giving great easement in the trial.. The'
Lord is infinite in wisdom; He knows exactly what ballast or weight is
necessary for every vessel of mercy,' and the length of time to labour
under it. He knows how to cleanse from idols, and to make 'one sick of'
them out of Himself. What have I any more to do with idols? " We
had fainted and given up all hopes, unless we had believed, to see the
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living," and feel His sustaining
and strengthening power beneath the everlasting arms; to bring up
again J onah, like that he is constrained to ascribe all his salvation, both
temporal and spiritual, unto the Lord; bitter and sweet, light and darkness, casting-down, and gracious lifting-up,-this hath been the pathway
in passing through this wilderness world, 35 years we have had.
(To be continued.)

~rDttshmt ~tat{m.,
THE BENNETT JUDGMENT.-WHAT WILL THE EVANGELIOALS DO? SEOEDE OR NOT?
SIR,-Much has been I'aid in reference to the recent judgment upon
the" Bennett heresy," and the question is asked, "What will the Evangelical party in the Ohurch of England do? Will they contilme in an
Establishment where such anti-Scriptural dogmas are countenanced?"
Our reply to these inquiries may be summed up as follows : 1. With regard to the decision itself, it is characterized by that,
"EXPEDIENCY" which has long been a leading feature of our times. The
consequences of a decision which would involve an immediate and widespread secession from the Ohurch was foreseen; and, therefore, in that
craftiness which has of late so characterized the conduct of our rulers, men
were placed upon the Privy Oouncil who could be relied upon as not likely
to give an extreme or adverse judgment. Just upon the principle that,
when the Irish Ohurchwas to be dis-established, such a construction was
put upon th,e coronation-oath as, as it were, to force or to Justify Her
Majesty in foregoing its sacred obligations, so now with regard to the
recent judgment. To say the least, it has been a tampering with plain,
solid, avowed principles. In order to screen 'the offender, and, as we just
now said, prevent an open rupture in the Ohurch, the end of which none
could fully realize, an evasive conclusion has been arrived at, and a most
partial judgment declared, placing the Protestant Ohurch of England in
an anomalous position, a~ far as diversity of opinion is concerned. But
such a decision is readily accounted for, if we consider, first, that" expediency" which has been so prominent a feature of our times; secondly,
dreads its removul, Icst it should be, followed by even a keener trial or a weightier cross.
Nciw and then there is recuDciliation-a degree of contentment under the trial; but, if
there springs up with tbis a kind of self-satisfaction-a species of l'harisuic submission
and acquiescenc'e, eo tbat pride raises its intrusive head upon the ground of the very
acquiescence-there is Bure to follow renewed resi,tance to the trial, and a fretful
antagonism to 11 I~ather's diecipline. Reader! do you know anything of it P
F F
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that apathetic selfish solace, which leads men to exclaim, "I shall have
peace in my days, come what may after I am gone;" thirdly, the growing
influence of the Popish tenet and teaching, that" the end sanctifies the
means."
2. lt behoves every impartial person well to consider the fact, that,
although a certain construction has been put upon certain language, or
rather that a man bas not been dealt with as be ought to have been, on
account of how he chose to think and act with regard to such language,
that still the language itself is in nowise altered. It remains precisely as it
has stood since the Reformation, and under the direct teaching and influence of which men of sound Protestant Scriptural principles have been
taught, and in turn sought to teach their fellow-men. Hence this adverse
decision, 01' rather this evasive judgment, is a practical and an altogether
unworthy reflection upon those men, who long honourably lived, and as
honourably-and correspondingly successfully-laboured, within the
pale of the Reformed Church of England. We repeat that it behoves
-men of impartial and unprejudiced minds well to consider this; for it is
assuredly a matter involving the character and principles of men whose
praise is in all the Churches, and whose writings will be handed down to
the end of time. If the construction which Mr. Bennett has chosen to
attach to certain language in our Church-ritual, and in regard to which
construction 80me members of the Privy Council-we would lay special
stress upon this-be verily the only right and plain common-sense construction which can be placed thereupon, then such men as ROMAINE, TopLADY, VENN, NEWTON, BERIUDGE, HERVEY, HAWI{ER-tO say nothing of the
Reformers themselves, have either been lacking in common sense, or
wanting in principle. To one or other of these conclusions we must
come, if Mr. Bennett or his sympathizers be right. But we are greatly
mistaken if there is a single individual who, upon principle, admires
the character and teachings of such men as wrote "Meditations among
the Tombs;" "The Life, Walk, and Triumph of Faith;" "The Cardiphonia;" "Morning and Evening Portions;" "Rock of Ages," and
kindred hymns, who would declare the writers thereof to be wanting
either in common sense or true spirituality. They were men who, rather
tban sacrifice one iota of the great and glorious truths which were their
very life-blood, would have cheerfully gone to the st~e, and sealed their
testimony with their blood. Hence to charge these men with either
weakness, ignorance, or want of true Scriptural principles, is to libel their
sacred memories, and to cast a base reflection upon the God in whose
fear they walked, and by whose love they were actuated.
3. Whilst touching upon this, we may remark, that there have
been men of tmth, about whose thorough scriptural knowledge and
principles there could not be a doubt, who have been induced to withdraw from the ministry <;>f the Church of England; and such men have
had the credit of being aotuated, wholly and solely, by a single eye to
God's glory. It has been supposed that there has not been in any wise
the veriest admixture of self 01' the ol'eatUl'e in l'egard to the course they
have thought fit to adopt. Wh reas, viewed in another light, a great
deal of self and the creature may have actuated them, whilst they at the
same time were scarcely-if at all-aware of the fact. Objectionable
localities, hostility to the truth, lack of sympathy, want of Christian
intercourse, little prospect of advancement, and it may be a desire to
marry, which the holding of a fellowship, for example, would prevent,

The Gospel Magazi1zf.

387

may prove to be a most powerful inoentive to a withdrawal from the
Ohuroh. Again, how many have regretted the step; how many, having
taken it, turn aside to theh' varied and over-ohanging views and praotioes;
and how few real men of truth, who have thus seoeded, have urged other
men of truth to follow their example I
ow many, moreover, have been
grievously disappointed in r gard to that bed of roses, or, in other words,
to that true peace, brotherly love, and sweet and heavenly concord and
unanimity, whioh th ly had anticipated as a blessed result and consequence
of their changod c ndition and circumstances!
Fourth, and la tly, comes the question, What are men of truth to do?
Al'e they to remain in the Establishment, or to withdraw? Our answer
is emphati , namely, that whilst our creed and our artioles remain as they
are, untouched, standing out as they do in all their plain, clear, and easilypere )?tible teaching; and that whilst we are permitted, as indeed we are
permItted, uninterruptedly and fearlessly and faithfully, to give utteranoe to what we believe to be God's truth as set forth in His blessed
Word, taught by the Holy Ghost, and proved and ratified by heart-felt
expel'ience, it behoves us to remain whe1'e we are. Should "the time comeand, we are free to admit, we know not how soon that time may come-that
an embargo is laid upon us, or that we are to teach this, or not to teach
that, which we at the same time, according to the light given us, believe
to be the truth, and in perfect agreement with the revealed mind and
will of God, as laid down in His holy Word, and supported hitherto by
our Book of Common Prayer, we say then-but .not until then-Adieu
to the Church of England.'
St. Luke's, Bedminster, June 15, 1872.
THE EDITOR.

OUR POPISH TIMES.
'1'0 the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SLR,-I think you will agree with me, that the signs of the times
in which we live are very ominous; that the nation is on the eve of a
great crisis; that, should the Lord permit another Parliament to be
retluned like the present, at the next general election, the days of
England's Protestant supremacy will be numbered. Looking at the
amazing progress that Popery has made in England, especially during
the last few years-that upwards of £400,000 of the public money is
annually spent in supporting Popish priests and Popish schools; that
the House of Lords, hitherto considered the great safeguard of our
Protestant constitution, should introduce and pass by a large majority,
such an iniquitous measure as the Prison Ministers' Bill, compelling
Brotestant magistrates to appoint Popish priests to every gaol in the
land in which ten Papist prisoners are confined; and, although the
proportion of Papists to Protestants in England is only one in twenty,
yet so prolific is Popery in crime, that it would be a wonder indeed to
find a gaol containing les,y than ten Papists: when we consider that the
present Premier of the House of Commons is a disguised Papist, or rather
a member of the Greek Church, which is much the same (for proof, see
"Anti-Papal League Magazine," No. 5), that the Government is favouring
Popery in every possible way; added to all this, the visit of the Prince
and Princess of Wales to Rome, and having a prolonged interview with
F F 2
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the" man of sin;" and so pleased were both sides with eath other, that
the Prince was made to prolllise the." man of sin" another visit before
.leaving Rome, which promise no doubt was religiously performed:
looking at all these things, we are brought to the conclusion that the
death of our sovereign the Queen will, in all probability, be the death of
our Protestant supremacy, unless tlte Lord, in HIS GREAT MERCY, is pleased
to arouse the nation to a sense of its great danger.
In this truly alarming state of things we have only one remedy left us,
and that is PRAYER. Looking at things by sense and reason, we have
not the least hope of being saved from Popish ascendancy. Like
J ehoshaphat, when "the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon,
and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against him to battle"
(2 Chron. xx. 1)," he feared, and set himself to seek tho Lord, and proclaimed
a fast throughout all Judah. And Judah gathered tltemselves together to
ASK HELP OF THE LORD: even out of all tlte cities of Judah t/tey eame to SEEK
THE LORD" (ver. 3, 4). "0 our God," said he, in his noble prayer,
"wilt Tlto'l£ not Judge tltem? for we have no m~gltt against this great company
that cometh against us, NEITHER KNOW WE WHAT TO DO: BUT OUR EYES ARE
UPON THEE" (ver. 12). That prayer ranged God on his side; made the
battle not theirs, but God's: and thus it must be with us. We must range
God on our side, and make the battle not ours, but His; and victory will
as certainly follow us as it did them. And for this end and purpose I would
humbly suggest, as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE represents the Church of God
in the Established Church of England, including many others outside her
pale, that every Monday evening be specially set apart for the gathering
together of those who fear the Lord, to ask help of Him against Popery,
with all its detestable enormities; against the enemies of' God andRis
truth; against the enemies of our beloved country, our civil and religious
liberties, &c. Let these be the objects of earnest prayer to God in our
prayer-meetings, in our families, and in our closets. May the Spirit of
grace and of supplications be so poured out upon us, that wrestling
J acobs may become prevailing Israels, and thus may we prove that" the
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth muck P (James v. 16).
But there must be no half-heartedness, no halting between two opinions;
the time for such folly is past. "If the Lord be God, follow Him; but
if Baal (the Pope), then follow him" (1 Kings xviii. 21).
As Parliament, the boast of free-born Englishmen, has been the guilty
channel for the establishment of Popish idolatry in the land, so Parliament must be the channel for its removal. At the next general election,
I trust there will not be found a man amongst us willing to give his vote
to any candidate who will not pledge himself to vote in Parliament-I, for
the total repeal of the fatal Act of 1829; 2, the stoppage of all public
grants for the support of Popish priests alid Popish schools; 3, the suppression of all monasteries and nunneries in the land; and, 4-last, but
not least-the expulsion of every member of that great and dangerous
secret society, the Society of Jesuits, who are continually plotting the
overthrow of this Protestant country. Thus God will be honoured and
glorified, and saviours raised up to stand in the gap, to turn away His
wrath and indignation from us. Thus will England again become great,
glorious, and free; a blessing to the world, diffusing God's most precious
Word to every nation under heaven, in its own language, till "the earth
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover
the sea" (Hab. ii. 14).
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Say you, "This will be sure to cause a revolution?" Let us never mind
the consequences of doing that whioh is right and pleasing in the sight
of God.. "England expects eV6ry IItan to do his duty." Better, infinitely
better, will it be for us to hav a rev lution, with the Lord of hosts on
our side, than by our supin n sItting "pary prevail, and thus, as it
were, having Him against UB. It is a1lnost imfi>ossible to over-estimate
the tremendous issues of the next general eleotiOn. What a vast difference it would havo made with J ehoshaphat and his people, had they,
by their supin 'no s, allowed their enemies to prevail over them, BEFORE
they souKht help of the Lord. 0, yes, now' is the time for action. The
battle must be fougM and the v£ctory won BY us upon our knees at a throne of
grace, beforo it is won at the hustings and £n Parl£ament. Lord, help us to
seek Thy face, for Thy name and mercies' sake!
Not only should we be prepared to vote as I have mentioned, but our
influence should be exerted to the utmost amongst our friends and acquaintances to get them to vote with us; and may the Lord be graoiously pleased to incline the heart of the nation generally to do the same
thing! Dear friends, it is a glorious enterprise in which I desire to
engage you. What so noble as to be intruments in God's hands of saving
our beloved oountry out of the hands of that wicked, cruel despotiBmPopery, "drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus?" (Rev. xvii. 6.)
" Brethren, suffer the word of exhortation" (IIeb. xiii. 22) from
Yours faithfully to serve in the Lord,
L~·verpool.
W. L.
P.S.-May I take tne liberty of asking you to insert the above in your
next issue? It is a subject of vast importance to the whole nation,
espeQially the Church of God, upon whom the issue of events rests; FOR
NOTHING OAN BY ANY POSSIllILITY WITHSTAND THE UNITED PRAYERS OF THE
OHURCH OF GOD, THE LIVING GOD. (See Matt. xvii. 20,21; Acts xii. 5-20.)

~nubotes

nnb Qtrtrnds.

OLD JONATHAN AT SOHOOL, AND PUT BACK INTO WORDS
OF ONE SYLLABLE.
(Continued from page 337 J

"MAY I ask you' once again to explain yourself, and may I, at the same
time, beg you to bear with my inaptness? "
" I am sure I may well do that, seeing the vast amount of patience and
forbearance my loved and loving Master has to exercise over me: in fact, it
is my very fretfulness and impatience, in regard to others, that is one means
of giving me such an insight into the tenderness and long-suffering of my
Lord and Master; and oftentimes it reminds me of the lines : " 'Could we bear from one another
What He daily bears from us ? '
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as you so press me with respect to the personal application of this passage,
I will endeavour to show you, in as few words as possible, how it operates.
You are aware that there are times and seasons when the Master is pleased
to send forth some of His scholars upon errands of love, with messages of
mercy; and, strange as it may seem, and marvellous as he himself hall
ofttimes thought it, even poor old stammering JONATRAN is occasionally
sent out as well as the rest. Sometimes he is sent here, sometimes there;
but, if he knows his own heart, notwithstanding its deceitfulness and
treachery, there is an uppermost desire, which is to speak well of his
Master, and gratefully of His words and works. Hence he will ocoasionally
go forth with his heart full, even to overflowing, and hope for great and
good sucoess on behalf of his Master. But, when he is foiled, and his
mission (according to his own feelings and apprehensions) appears to be
a failure, ah! it is then that the badness and the blackness of J ONATRAN'S
old heart begins to work up and develope itself. There is no doubt that
it is one of the many ways in which the pride of his heart manifests
itself. Be this as it may, it is sure to bring a cloud between him and
his Master. The old fool is as sulky as possible, and stubborn as an ox.
Nothing can please, much less satisfy him. That self-willed saying of
the prophet best suits him, 'I said, I will speak no more in His name,'
and that, 'I do well to be angry, even unto death.'- JONATHAN knows
it's wrong-very wrong, and he is angry with himself for it. In this state
and under these circumstances he is upon the look out for the rod. He
expects some severe chastisement, if not actual judgment. There is,
somehow or other, such a pressure upon him, that he can't quit the school,
or play the truant; he is wretched enough in school, but he would be still
more miserable out of it. As to going forth upon another errand, he has
the greatest dread of that, lest there should be a repetition of his feelings
of untowardness, self-will, and rebellion. Then again he trembles at the
idea of being passed over altogether, and others being sent in his stead.
He feels that whateve.r may be laid upon him, in a way of rebuke or
chastisement, he has justly merited; at the same time he trembles at the
ordeal which may await him, upon the principle that 'a burnt child
dreads the fire.' It is under these circumstances, when he is either called
up, or the Master passes round, that JONATRAN'S heart flutters and
palpitates from very fear of what is coming; and then, when the book
is placed in his hands, and he is told to turn back into words of one
syllable, he is humbled and mortified. Or, when they all stand round in
class; and the Master, so shrewd and so keen-sighted, says aloud,
'JONATHAN, spell the word" blood,'" he well knows what the Master
means; and it seems then (hard as his heart was a moment before, and
stubborn and rebellious as he had felt) as if it would burst now; and he
tries again and again to speak, but he can't. Again and again he makes
the effort to spell 'B-L-o-o~D,' but he fails. He drops his head, and is
almost overwhelmed with emotion. He would give anything if he
could at the moment slip away unobserved, and 'weep to the praise of
the mercy he's found.' Meanwhile the Master stands, calmness and
tenderness itself, JONATHAN at the same time not daring-yea, perfectly
unable-to look up. And then, as if in very love and pity for him, and
quite breaking through the prescribed routine of the school, the Master
will give out, and request all to join in singing, the well-known
hymn,"No, no, I am sure we could not; no, not one millionth part of it. But,

The Gospel Magazine.
'''There is a fountain fill'd with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;
And sinners plung'd beneath that
flood
Lose all their guilty stains.
"'The dying thief rejoio'd to see
That fountain in his day;
And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all ~y sins away.
"'Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious
blood
Shall never lose its pow'r,
Till all the ransom'd Ohurch of God
Be sav'd to sin no more.
(' 'Ere since by faith, I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
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Redeeming love has been mythemel
And shall be till I die. .
"'Then in a nobler, sweeter song
I'lll!lin~ Thy power to save;
When thIS pOOl'lisping stamm'ring
ton&;ue
Lies silent in the grave.
L
'" ord, I believe Thou hast prepar'd
(Unworthy though I be)
For me a blood-bought:l!ree reward,
A golden harp for me !
Ti
"" s strung and tun'd for epdless
years,
And form'd by pow'r div.ine,
To sound in God the Father's ears,
No other name but Thine.'

" But there is one among the number utterly unable to join-uot as far as
the heart and mind are conoerned-but with the lips.
" It is under these circumstances, and when eacb, pupilllas retlIDIle.d to
his seat, that the Master with His 'Own ten.der hal1d laid gently on
JONATHAN'S drooping head, in His own sweet, soothing, fear-assuagil1g,
re-assUl'ing, loving, tender way, whispers into JONATHAN'S ear-aye, ll,rtd
into his but-too-often cold heart, too-' Write this, my loved one, "A:p,d
when I see THE BLOOD, I will pasf:l over you.' " Oh, let anyone dare vel1twe
to speak against the Maste(then, it would be a sorry thing for him, all far
as poor OLD JONATHAN'S cOUl'age and, strength were concerrted. Why, at
such a season, and with such emotions, he would gladly die in defence of
his Master's glorious name and gracious cause,
" "Tis love that makes our willing feot
In swift obedience move;
Tho clevils know and t1'emble, too,
But Satan cannot love.' "

*
*
~
*
*
*
*
*
*
" Well, and you have had your wish; you have seen and hearq OLD
J ONATHAN: and now what do you think of' him? "
"It's quite true what you said: he's a complete contradiction."
"Ah, and I tell you what conclusion I am disposed to cOme to, anC!. that
is, all instruoted in the same school m'e contradictions. The fact is, they
have two distinct natures, and they are under two distinct influences or
teachings. "
" What do you mean? "
"Just what the Great Teacher meant when He said to NicodelJlus, in
the 3rd chapter of St. John's Gospel, 'Verily, verily I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kil1gdom of God.' Again
He said, in the same memorable conversation-' That which is borl;l of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit! "
"This, then, explains what has always seemed so strange and contradictory to me, when, in the 7th chapter of the epistle to the Romans, the
Apostle Paul says, 'With the mind I myself serve the law of God; but
with the flesh the law of sin! "
"Precisely so: this distinctly sets forth the two natUl'es, or the first
and socond Adam in Paul. You have a similar testimony in his epistle
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to the Galatians, where he says: 'I am crucified with Ohrist : nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Ohrist liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave Himself for me;' and again, 'For the flesh lusteth against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one
to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.' "
"I must confess that I never saw things in this light; and this makes
plain to my mind what was so dark and mysterious before. I see now
how it is that there is so much that is contradictory in those who are
deemed Ohristian men and women. I thought that, according to their
principles and professions, they ought to be above all those weaknesses
and sins and infirmities which belong to our common humanity-in fact,
that they ought to be faultless."
" Oh, that would be to make angels of them at once; and that they will
never be here, whatever they may be hereaiter. Moreover, such would
be sorry beings for us to have to do with, considering what we are as
ever-erring creatures. Now, one great reason why I'm glad to talk to
OLD JONATHAN is that he can enter into my state, and perfectly under~
stand what I, from time to time, feel and fear."
" How do you account for this? "
" Simply because he has passed through the same kind of thing. Hence
we read, 'As in water face answereth to face, so doth the heart of man to
man;' and this is why I like to meet with anyone who has 'tasted and
handled and felt' the things they talk about; or, in other words, have
tested and proved for themselves. We have, then, not mere theory, or
guess-work, or that which is borrowed from other men, but the effects
and results of actual test and positive experience. There is all the
difference, you know, between the testimony of one man, who has heard
that Dr. So-and-So is a clever man, and very skilful in regard to certain
maladies, and another who, suffering under the same, has proved his
ability, in that he was the means of restoring him to perfect health."
"There is a wide distinction, certainly."
"And it is precisely that which exists between men who have merely
read or heard, and others who have really tested and proved for them,selves; and this is just what Or,D J ONATHAN has done."
" I was struck with his feeling and earnestness and energy."
" Well, this has all to be traced up to the self-same cause-that of experience, or test and proof."
,. No doubt."
"And this, in turn, begets sympathy or fellow-feeling for others who
may be called to traverse similar paths."
"I thought much about what he said respecting the blood."
" Ah, that's a favourite theme with him; and I begin to see more clearly
than I ever saw before the force of what he sought to convey to us,
namely, that, not simply at first, but that each fresh wound must be
healed by the re-application of tlw blood; that all newly-accumulated
guilt must be removed by blood,' that every sin, whether of thought or
word or deed, must be taken away by blood; that follies and frailties, of
whatever form or to whatever extent or degree, must be covered by blood.
Nought of sin or deformity or shortcomings can be met by any act of
the creature, whether by promise, penance, or payment, but simply and
exclu~ively and absolutely by blood. This is what I understood J ONATHAN
to feel and rejoice in, when that notable passage was set before him-
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130 that he might keep it prominently and perpetually in view, as an
antidote and a remedy for all his failings and fears-his sins and his
sorrows-' When I see the blood, I will pass over you.' "
"You thought it bespoke a something already done."
"Precisely so: a completed, finished work, from which nothing can
be taken, and to which nothing can be added."
" And is not this exactly what the Lord Jesus Christ has accomplished
for and on the behalf of poor sinners? "
"Exactly so. Hence His dying exultation: 'It is finished!' aud, when
He had so said, 'He gave up the ghost;' and, by His resurrection, He
triumphed over all the powers of darkness-death, hell, and the grave;
and, by His ascension to heaven, proved His right to return thither,
having finished the work the Father had given Him to do."
" And what remains for us to do ? "
"What! why, nothing whatever, except this-and even this, too, wholly
Rnd solely by the Holy Ghost, the Revealer of Jesus, the RemembranceI',
the Comforter whom Jesus declared He would send, upon His going
away-' And this is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom
He hath sent.' Now, in proof that this very faith, or this power to
believe, is of God, and of God only, we read, 'By grace are ye saved [that
is, of God's free and unmerited favour and good-will] through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast.'''
,
"It seems to make the salvation of poor sinners very easy."
"Easy! so it is, when God makes it so; and when the Holy Ghost gives
a poor creature to discover that the work of Christ is verily a finished
work; and that the terms of the Gospel are' without money and without
price.' This is what makes the Gospel what it is-' good news.'''
" Well, I really wish I could realize. this for myself. I assure you, I am
anything but happy or satisfied with my present condition. I can't feel
that all is right. I'm not at peace. Yet, if I fancy something has to
be done, and I set about doing it, I only seem wider of the mark than
ever."
"You remind me of the words I've often heard J ONATHAN quote:-

" , The more I strove against sin's power,
I sinn'd and stumbled but the more,
Till late I heard my Saviour say,
Come hither, soul, I am the Way.'''
"Ah, that's just what I want; but, somehow or other, I can't get at it.
I do indeed envy those that can."
" Well, I believe, after all, if we would have true peace and Godwrought comfort, it can only be in the old, old way by which JONATHAN
gets it, and for which he contends, and that is by THE BLOOD."
" You remind me of that Scripture, 'Without the shedding of blood,
there is no remission.'''·
"Yes, and that brings to my mind another portion, 'If the blood of
bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean,
Banctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?' "
"I think, then, from all that has l'assetl, we cannot do better than thill~

3!H

The Gospel Magazine.

of, pray over, and plead for a personal interest in the self-same promise
as that set before OLD JONATHAN, 'And when I see THE BLOOD, I will .
pass over you.' God, in mercy, grant us that happy and merciful escape
from all the sad effects and direful consequences of sin! "
" Amen and amen !"

~(Jrresu{}nbente.
OFFERS AND INVITATIONS.

Nice, May, 1872.
My DEAR BROTHER AND FELLOW-LABOURER IN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST,
though, I should say, quondam fellow-labourer, for I am now, and have
been for two years, painfully laid on the shelf, through age and
infirmities.
I wish it was true, as your Correspondent of this month's Magazine,
Mr. Johnson, of Bacup, has said, that there are none to be found to
take up " An Old Reader's" side on the above subject. Why, if they
have not entered the lists, their number, nevertheless, is "legion."
The" Old Reader's" views, and Mr. Johnstone's, are the spirit of the
day-a yea-and-nay Gospel, under the garb of Calvinism-creature work,
creature power, creature doing. It is a pity they should so play into the
spirit of the world. The world would all be on their side. In what
would fit in with. the world, we might justly suspect something to be
wrong.
We do not deny there are offers and invitations in the Word of God,
but we say, with one of your correspondents, that they are to character,
and not to persons indiscriminately. When our Lord stood up to preach
the glad tidings, the Gospel, in Isaiah lxi. and Luke iv., to whom did He
proclaim glad tidings? To the meek, the broken-hearted, the captive,
the bondaged, the mourners. The Gospel is glad tidings to no others.
I wish, said one of old, the Gospel were always called by its right name"Glad tidings i" then we should know what we are talking about.
Gospel is the Saxon word. The Gospel is no glad tidings to the
generality. They are too much engaged with thei~ worldly occupations,
schemes, and pleasures. A dear old friend of mine, long since gone to
his rest, used to say the Gospel may be likened to a town-crier, who
should say, "Ho, this is to give notice, that a ship is arrived in port,
laden with all manner of clothing, and stores of provisions of all kinds
for the poor and destitute, to be had without money and without price."
Says the man who is riding in his carriage, who is "rich and increased
with goods, and hath need of nothing," "That is not for me," and goes
on his way; but the poor and needy, the ragged and the starving, flock
to the ship's side, and their every need is supplied. This is the Gospel
proclamation-" The great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come
which were ready to perish;" fit to be damned, and fear they shall be lost.
The farmer does not sow his seed on a common; if he does, the birds of
the air will have it all. But he puts in the ploughshare to turn up the
sods, and then the harrow to bring the weeds to light. This is the work
of the law. "The law is good if it be used lawfully." Luther used to
say it is the most difficult thing in the world to separate between law and
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Gospel~graoe and works. "If it be of grace, it is no more of works; otherwise grace is no more grace. If it be of works, then it is no more grace,
otherwise work is no more work." Do make it one or the other. Do
not mix them.
Peter, that he may preach repentance and faith, said the people must be
"pricked in their heart, and made to cry, Men and brethren, what shall
we do?" (Acts ii.)
Paul, that he may say to the jailor, "' Believe on the Lord Jesus Ohrist,
and thou shalt be saved;" the jailor must be made to cry out, "Sirs,
what must I do to be saved?" (Acts xvi.)
John Baptist, who was sent to clear the way for Ohrist, cries out to
the people, "Oh, generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come?" and then tells them "they can secure nothing except
it be given them from above."
Dr. Ryland, to turn into ridicule the calling upon dead sinners to do
the work of living saints, has these remarkable sarcastic lines" Arise, ye dead, Armillicus cries,
Arise, ye dead in sin,
Unstop your ears, unclose your eyes,
And a new life begin.
"Why will ye die, ye wicked souls?
Ye dead, why will ye die?
Quicken and make your spirits. whole
To life eternal fly."
And then, addressing the preacher, says"Deluded seer, but man will lie
As senseless as a stone,
While you yourself stand fooling by,
Till both are quite undone."
I have examined all the passages quoted by Mr. Johnson, and they
are almost all directions, instructions, or expostulations under the law,
and do not serve his purpose at all. I have neither time nor space to go
into them all. But let him, and those who agree with him, go on with
their offers and invitations, and when their hearers, all with one consent,
make excuse, and their offers vanish into thin air, then, under God,
will I show unto them a more excellent way. Thus saith the Lord,
" Show unto my people their sins, and Israel their transgressions."
The painter lays his picture upon a dark ground. The Lord, when
He purposes a work of grace in the soul, sends His Holy Spirit, and" when
He is come, He convinces of sin:" shows the sinner his lost and ruined
condition, and makes him see and feel himself under the curse of the
law; and this to make way for a revelation of that justifying righteousness which Jesus having wrought out, went back again to His Father,
and left behind for the poor sinner, as his garment of salvation, and to
tell him he has nothing now to fear from the" prince of this world," who
is judged, despoiled of all his weapons: John xvi. 8 to 11. What is the
reason there is so much light and pleasing profession, with plenty of
religion on the tongue, but no likeness, no spirituality? There is something wro:ng at the foundation. The fountain of the great deep has
never been broken up. No wonder the minister is disappointed in his
supposed converts. "There," said a friend to Whitfield, "look at that
man lying drunk in the gutter, there is one of your converts." "Yes,"
says Whitfield, "one of my converts, not the Lord's convert." He had

.
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been one superficially healed. The builder had not dug deep enough~
and then daubed him with untempered mortar. What a deal of this
daubing is going on. It is what the people love. " Preach to us smooth
things, prophecy deceits." Show us that all the offers and invitations
belong to us, and we have only to consent. I fear I have exceeded in
length.
Yours affectionately in the Lord,
J. A. WALLINGER.
INVITATIONS TO THE UNOONVERTED.
DEAR EnITOR,-As you have admitted in the pages of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE a letter from one clergyman, in favour of inviting the unconverted to come to Ohrist, perhaps you will kindly admit one from another
minister in holy things, who " has not so learned Christ." For my own
part, I never address a people without feeling an earnei3t yearning for the
salvation of poor sinners; but, having experienced personally that the
whole work is of the Lord, my wrestling is with Him, that He would
produce that wondrous life that a dead sinner can never give himself ;
and my growing conviction is that the wisest course is to tell the dead
sinner of his entire helplessness in the work of salvation; and, preaching
to him of the riches of God's grace and mercy in Ohrist, leave it to the
Lord the Spirit to apply His own truth to the quickening of the soul; a
work which all the invitations in the world will never perform.
May the Lord unfold to us His will and mind on this as well as every
other matter connected with our salvation, so that J eSllS ,may have all the·
glory.
Believe me, ever your faithful helpmeet,
G.O.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

WERE it n.ot for the appearance of my being silenced by contradiction,
I should not have replied to that which is mere evasion; but as "W.
Johnson," in the May number of this Magazine, in his remarks upon
what I have written in March, brings forward twenty-two scriptures to
prove what I never denied, I think some explanation of the subject is
necessary.
The premises assumed by "Josiah" (adverse to "An Old Reader")
were, that there is not one passage of Scripture, from Genesis to Revelatjon, where an invitation is given without the characters being described or implied (in proof of life being already imparted).
"W. J." replies to this, "There are many"-and after giving what
he considers some cogent examples, asks, ., Are these exhortations
addressed to living souls?"
This is altogether shifting the position: it was not exhortations, but
invitations, about which I was speaking. To invite is one thing, to exhort
another; even "An Old Reader" makes a distinction here; for in the
February number, page 110, he says: "In w~atsoever house ye enter,
preach, give the invitation, speak the promises and use the exhortations."
But "W. J." confounds these diverse things, as. he does also Law and
Gospel, the two Covenants, and the nature and grace state of man."
But, if I understand aright, the ordinary method of God's dealing with
His creatures, either directly by his Spirit and Word, or through the
medium of a preached Gospel, it runs somewhat thus: In His wrath and

The Gospel Magazine.

397

indignation against sin and sinners, He th.reatens and warns; by His
judgments and punishments, He reproves and rebukes; in His "patience" and "long suffering," He exhorts; and then, wherever the
Word is. received with power, and a change of heart takes place, He, in
His love and mercy, graciously invites to all the privileges and blessings
of the Gospel of I eace. And" Wisdom" is justified of all her children
in the sovereign exel'cise of these varied phases of Divine and Spiritual
diplomacy. N either does "Josiah" need the quotation of twenty-two
texts to prove that which God hath already written in his heart. Full
well he knows that the Scriptures abound with merciful and gracious
exhortations to persons of all classes, and in every condition of life.
Indeed it was part of the Apostles' mission to "reprove, rebuke, and
exhort "-but not to indiscriminately invite-and, in the work of the
ministry, Paul says, "Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching
every man "-but not inviting every man; and, therefore, until it can be
clearly shown that it is Scriptural and consistent for general invitations
,to be given to sinners-" dead in themselves "-to arise and perform acts
belonging only to the spiritually living, I must still consider that Gospel
invitations are limited to particular and specified characters.
Chelmsford.
J OSI.A.H.
[In bringing this discussion to a close-for we cannot deviate from our
fixed rule of not allowing these pages to be made a medium of vexed and
angry controversy-we will just add to what has already been said upon
the subject of Exhortations, that we believe the indiscriminate and undefined appeals and invitations to those who are really dead in trespasses
and sins, are calculated greatly to mislead. They foster the idea that
there is a certain latent power in men to repent and believe. With such,
Satan does not attempt to dispute or deny the necessity of repentance and
faith; but he merely suggests postponement, and the exercise of this
latent power and ability, "at a more convenient season," and after there
has been a little more enjoyment of the world. Now we feel assured that
there are myriads upon myriads at this moment in the bottomless pit,
with whom the crafty adversary has thus dealt, and who have, in consequence, made shipwreck upon this rock of procrastination.
Whereas, on the contrary, if man's real condition of heathenism
helplessness, and hopelessness be scripturally declared, although for ~
time it may rouse the natural enmity and antagonism of the human heart,
inasmuch as the Holy Ghost honours His own truth, it will lead in His
own time, and with His own quickened ones, to searching and inquiring
into the Word for themselves, as to whether these things are so or not.
H we may venture to speak personally, we would add, that our own
mode of address or' exhortation to the unregenerate has uniformly been
thus: "May the Lord show you this!" or, "May the Lord cause you to
feel thrt I , "May the Lord put a cry into your heart for mercy!" or;
" May the Lord lead you to the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness!"
Now, we contend that, whilst sjlch appeals are quite as warm and ardent
and affectionate as the entreating sinners to do this, or the beseeching
them to believe the other, a greater and a more permanent and abiding
blessing attends them: first, as we have said, because the Holy Ghost
applies and commends His own truth; and, secondly, because the very
spirit and mode of appeal, in the hands of the Spirit, rouses to thought,
concern, and inquiry.
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Men, in general, are too apt to forget that invitations and exhortations
are addressed to character, and not indiscriminately to persons. When,
too, they address at random the dead in trespasses and sins, they overlook
the solemn testimony of Hannah, in her memorable song (1 Sam. ii. 6, 7),
" The Lord kiUetJt, and maketh alive; He bringeth down to the grave, and
bringeth up. The Lord maketh pOOT, and maketh rich; He bringeth low,
and lifteth up." Herein we see the Lord's preparatory work, or that process
through and by which He leadeth His people, in order the more manifestively and gracionsly to bestow His still richer and more precious gifts.
The fact is, men (it may be unconsciously) seek to be wiser than God, or to
do that which the Almighty reserves to His own time and pleasme the
doing. If man, in his unregenerate state, is hopelessly helpless, men say,
" Then where is the justice of his condemnation for a state of things he
cannot remedy?" Now, the mistake is, in attempting, upon the part of
poor puny, short-sighted man, to answer this question. If the Apostle
Paul, in the 9th of the Romans, did not attempt it, it ill becomes any man
whatever, in these days, to try to do so. "Thou wilt say then unto me,"
exclaims the Apostle, "Why doth He yet find fault? For who hath resisted
His will?
Nay but, 0 man," adds Paul, "who art thou that repliest
against God? [margin, answerest again; or disputest against God. J
Shall the thing formed say to Him that formed it, Why hast Thou made
me thus? Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to
make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? "
.
In a day much earlier than that of the Apostle, after a succession of
sore trials and a time of painful (yet profitable) Fatherly discipline, Job
(brought at length to a better judgment) exclaims, "Who is he that
hideth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not."
Hence God's dear people are called here to live and walk by faith.
They can neither 8ee nor understand (much less are they able to explain) the
Lord's leadings and dealings, either with respect to themselves or in the
cases of their fellow-men. At the same time by means and in the exernise
of this precious faith, they rest and they rej oice in the fullest confidence,
that J ehovah will, in His own time, vindicate His own truth and establish
His own character, as a holy, just and righteous Being: at the same time
putting it absolutely out of the power either of Satan himself, or any of
the lost, to charge the Lord with injustice. We repeat, we attempt not to
explain how this is to be done, but, in the confidence of faith, we declare
fearlessly and unhesitatingly, that J ehovah will defend His own truth and
vindicate His own high and holy character in His own time and way.
Here, as already intimated, this subject must end. We have allowed
each side to express their opinions. Prolonged discussion would only lead
to that bitterness and strife which for two-and-thirty years we have
anxiollsly sought to prevent having any place whatever in these
pages.-ED.J
.
GRACIOUS WORDS.
"THE words of the wise," said the preacher, "are gracious words."
Such surely were the following, as quoted by one of God's ministers not
long ago from his pulpit :-" I am," said a dying saint, "like a parcel
ready to be sent off by the train-covered, addressed, labelled, and paid
for; the whistle has already sounded, and soon the train will stop at the
platform." Who would not wish their last end to be like this?-M. C. C.
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THE American question seems more than ever involved in difficulties.
The Supplemental Treaty was not confirmed in time for the meeting of the
Arbitrators at Geneva, and consequently the I udirect Claims will come
before that meeting for adjudication. Seeing that this would be the
case, Earl Granville proposed to the American Government that there
should be an adjournment of the Arbitration for eight months, but this
proposal has been rejected. Meanwhile the American Senate has adjournedfor the recess, and soon the Presidential election will take place.
'fhe conduct of our Government has been severely censured in both
Houses of Parliament. From an official document recently published, it
appears that the amount of the Direct Claims inclu.ded in the American
case is in round numbers £3,550,000; but the Board of Trade Commissioners report that they would be amply met by £1,600,000. The
claims for expenses incurred by the United States navy in pursuing the
Confederate cruisers are put down at £1,400,000, but the Commissioners
of the Admiralty report that the greater part of them are inadmissible,
and that, admitting our liability for the Alabama, the Florida, the
Georg2"a, and the Shenancloah, the amount could not exceed £300,000,
of which £280,000 would be on account of the Alabama.
A very important Ecclesiastical case has just been decided, that of the
Rev. W. J. E. Bennett, of Frome. Mr. l:1ennett has evidently taught
doctrines, and indulged in practices, which are utterly repugnant to the
authorized teaching and practice of the Church to which he has the
inisfodune to belong; but, perhaps, it is not easy to prove in a mixed
court of law that this is the case, consequently we are not surprised that
the case has broken down, after a trial which has lasted three years, and
cost thousands of pounds. The charges alleged against Mr. Bennett
were, that he taught the real presence of the true body of Christ in the
elements at the Lord's Supper, that he adored those elements, kneeling
before the Communion table, and that he taught that the Lord's Supper
is a sacrifice. The decision of the Judicial Committee of the Privy
Council is, that these charges are " Not Proven," therefore Mr.
Bennett is acquitted; the doctrines and practices with which he is charged
are contrary to the teaching and practice of the Church of England.
Consequently, so far as Mr. Bennett himself is concerned, the result of
the trial is a triumph for him, and for the party to which he belongs;
but, so far as the Church of England is concerned, the result is a
vindication of the Protestant and Evangelical character of that Church.
But, after all, we cannot but think that it is a very poor vindication.
There is no doubt that if the Church of England is a Protestant Church,
111:1'. Bennett ought to have no place within her, for his teac:hing and practice seem to be as nearly allied to the teaching and practice of Rome as
they well can be. The verdict, therefore, we believe, is another instance
of the compromising shuffling spirit of the day, which would cast aside
all distinctions between truth and error, and admit within the National
Church all sorts of teaching. The results, in our opinion, must be
disastrous. The opinion of the Record is: "The conviction which many
hours of calm thought have only served to confirm is that Mr. Bennett's
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victory may yet prove one of the most serious blows which the sacerdotal
party has received, and the defeat of the Ohurch Association one
of the greatest triumphs for the cause of the Protestant and
Evangelical character of the Ohurch of England which has been
gained since the Reformation. All depends upon the point of view from
which the Judgment is considered. If the object of the appeal was to
secure the punishment of Mr. Bennett, it has most signally and entirely
failed, and in one respect we are not at all disposed to underrate the importance of :the failme. Blit, if the object of the appeal made to the
Judicial Oommittee be not the punishment of an individual, but the
vindication of the doctrine of the Church, the effort has almost as signally
succeeded." The Rock says: "The judgment obtained reminds us of the
famous Welsh verdict, 'Not guilty, but don't do it again.' The members
of. the Judicial Oommittee have declared, as plainly as they could, that
they did not like Mr. Bennett'steaching, and that they wholly disapproved
of Sir R. PhiUimore's justification of him; but then-the majority
desiring- to let Mr. Bennett off-they end their judgment after a halting
fashion. 'Mr. Bennett's language goes perilously near to heresy,' but
possibly his meaning may be better than his words. Must we deprive
him of his living? No! we will' give him the benefit of the doubt.'
What will be the effect of the judgment on the prospects of the Ohurch
of England? Will it be wholly disastrous, or will it be of a mixed
character? We incline to the latt.er view."
An attempt has been made in the House of Oommons to pass a Bill
of a most objectionable character, but happily ithas not succeeded. The
Bill proposed to transfer the chmch of a district in the town of Oardiff
from the Ohurch of England to the Ohurch of Rome. This church was
built by the late Marchioness of Bute, and now her young son, having
become a pervert to Romanism, wishes to regain possession of it, in order
.to hand it over to Rome. Had this been allowed, it might have become
a most dangerous precedent, but the Bill was thrown out by a majority
of nineteen.
The Prison Ministers' Bill (of which we spoke last month) has passed
the House of Lords, and now is before the House of Oommons as a
" Government" measure. Another sop to the Romanists! In all probability, a strenuous effort will now be made by its supporters to push it
through the House of Oommons at the very end of the session, when
IDany Protestant members have left town.
A remarkable judgment has been given by Judge Keogh, in reference
to the Galway election. Although he is a Roman Oatholic, he has unseated
the Roman Oatholic Priests' candidate, and has in the strongest terms expressed his disapproval of their conduct at the election. The popular
fury has in consequence become so excited against Judge Keogh, that his
friends and the authorities have become seriously alarmed for his safety.
Almost every night since the Galway election judgment was delivered,
he has been burned in effigy in the most public parts of Dublin. He was
grossly insulted in the street by some cabmen, and it is stated that some
ruffian sent Mrs. Keogh a widow's cap. The avenues of the Oomt of
Oommon Pleas are daily occupied by detectives j but the judge is universally believed to be a man who knows not fear.
WE should work for God in faith-water all with much prayer in its
beginning, continuing, and ending.

