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\Vho comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves arc comforted of God:'-2 CoR. i. 4.

DIVINE KEEPING; OR, IN ·WHAT IS MY SEOURITY?
"He will keep the feet of His saints."-l SAl\{. ii. 9.
THE above portion was brought forcibly to the mind in oonnexion
with the following facts. We had been absent for two Sabbaths
from our loved work, as far as our own particular sphere is concerned,
when, upon our return, there came immediately into the vestry one
from whose letter we quoted in the last number of Ola Jonatltan.
He was among the rescued from the wreck of the .Atlantic, and had
just returned to the bosom of his family, a marvellous exa~ple of the
sustaining power and dclivering mercy of our God. Moreover,
among thc batch of lcttcrs awaiting our return on the previous evening
was one from a minister specially interested. As the parties are all
still living, we cannot add more than specially to commend this most
interesting case to the prayers of our readers. Personally, we are the
more interested in that ill-fated ship, because a much-loved son-in-law
was to have sailed to N ew York by her, but for engagements which
necessitated his return at an earlier date, and which prompted him to
take his passage a fortnight before by one of the same line of steamers.
We cannot but praise and adore our God for His rich grace and
mercy in the matter of our loved son's preservation. We felt, too,
the selfishness of poor human nature in regard to this deliverance.
How the keenness of sorrow is regulated by the closeness or the
character of the relationship. The other fact that awaited us was the
announcement, at the same time, of a case, in regard to a former
member of the congregation, of the most harrowing kind. We will
not particularize. Suffice it that it was the very climax of all that is
sad, sorrowful, and despairing! Hence, then, dear readers, the
application of the words at the head of this article, " He will keep the
feet of His saints."
Ah, beloved, we are sure that those of you who know some..wha.t
of the Lord and some little of yourselves will be quite prepared to
admit, and that most unhesitatingly, that, but for Divine keeping, a
c u
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similar fate to that last named would long since have befallen you.
Such recognize the Lord's hand, not only in regard to His ceaseless
watchings and ever-constant care and providing goodness, but likewise to His restraining grace and preserving mercy.
Upon the morning to which we have referred, the 9Ist Psalm came
in the comse of the appointed readings. We are wont to call this
our travelling Psalm, and ID ake a point of reading it at family worship,
when any of our kindred or friends or ourselves are about to journey.
As the gentleman to whom we just now alluded, as one of the rescued
from the wrecked Atlantic, sat immediately before us dming the
reading of the service, his deliverance brought vividly to our recollection that of an old friend named MATTHEWS. He related the facts
to us some forty to fifty years ago. He had belonged to the army;
and, at the time of which we speak, the troops were ordered off on
foreign service. Prior to sailing, as the ship lay at Spithead, he
walked up and down the deck in agony of mind, as he thought upon
what might await him. Of a sudden, the Lord preciously dropped
the words into his heart, "Thou shalt not bc afraid for the terror by
night; nor for the arrow that fiieth by day; nor for the pestilence
that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at
noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes
shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked." This was
enough. Like the prophet of old, "he went in the strength of that
meat." At length the ship, in common with others, reached her destination. The troops were landed, and the company to which he was
attached took up its quarters at a certain spot. Very soon the place
where their ammunition had been temporarily deposited was disoovered, and the enemy directed its full fire against them. The shot
came so thick and fast over their heads, that the men became terrified,
and, throwing themselves upon their faces on the ground, refused to
continue at the work of shifting the powder from the temporary
magazine to the waggon which was to convey it elsewhere. At this
moment a superior officer, addressing himself to om informant, said,
"MATTHEWS, you must do it."
At the same moment the Lord was
graciously pleased to re-apply the words spoken on shipboard at Spithead. Such was their re-assuring power, and so completely did tb.ey
remove every vestige of fear, that, without the slightest hesitation,
MATTHEWS sprang up into the waggon, where he would necessarily
become a mark for the enemy. His comage and fearlessness gave
at once a measure of the same fearlessness to his comrades, who immediately sprang upon their feet, and resumed their work. Presently,
as he himself told us, as he was in the act of stooping at the tail of
the waggon, to receive a package of powder from the hand of one of
the men, he felt a tremendous pressure upon his back; that weight or
pressure arose from the fact that a shot was at the moment passing
over him. Had it come an instant sooner or later, it would have cut
his poor body in two! Oh, dear reader, "every bullet has its
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billet;" and every dear child of God may say, whether it be in
regard to all the exciting and disastrous scenes of naval or military
warfare, or to the less sanguinary and seemingly less dangerous circumstances connected with home-life,
"Plagues and deaths around me fly,
Till He bids I cannot die;
Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."

Aye, and not only so, but the grace and the power and the love of
our dear and gracious Lord are such, that, when His loved ones are
about to be called to such and such exercises, or placed in such and
such positions, whatever their previous sinkings and shrinkings, or
however repugnant such exercises or positions to their poor carnal,
coward hearts, yet, when the time is near at hand, or strength or
courage are really needed for the emergency, that strength and
courage are so assuredly forthcoming, that the previously, it may be,
distracted or distressed one would not, even had he the choice, forego
the trial. He is blessedly brought to understand the practical
meaning of that word in the 11th of the Hebrews, "not accepting
deliverance;" yea, and such know experimentally the force of the
lines:
"Bastards may escape the rod
Fill'd with earthly, vain delight;
But the true-born child of God
Must not--would not-if he might."

We know, by correspondence, a very dear child of God, who is
most deeply exercised about a certain long-anticipated engagement,
in connexion with which, in leaving dear old England, he will be
called to forego much that is most congenial to his own heart, and to
resume a service and a position directly opposed to his own mind.
Now, we have not a doubt that, if it really in due time proves to be
the Lord's will that that dear brother should again be called to
cross the wide, wide ocean, and to re-enter upon all the heavy and
responsible duties and engagements attendant upon his position in a
far-off and uncongenial clime, he will not only find a richly-fulfilled
promise of" strength equal and according to his day," but, were
another line of things offered him, without an attendant conviction
and assurance of that other line of things being in accordance with
his Lord's app1-o1Jing (not, mark you, simply permissive) will, he would
not accede to it, but prefer the Lord's way to his own.
Touching that man of God, MATTHEWS, to whom we just now
referred, there was another fact he named to us, of which we have
often thought with peculiar satisfaction, as being so illustrative of the
condescension and kindness of that Almighty and all-gracious One
who hears and answers prayer. At the time to which we refer,
MATTHEWS was acting as secretary to his adjutant, or officer in command. He had been directed to write a certain official letter, but, by
c c \1
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some means, and beoause God would have it so (in order, dear reader,
to show what lIe can do), he mistook his directions, and suggested a
totally different course to that prescribed by his superior. He discovered his mistake when too late, and when there was no telegraph
to reotify the oversight. He was plunged, in oonsequenoe, into the
greatest possible perplexity and distress. However, although modern
tolegraphy was not discovered or in use then, thoro was a more
anoient, but not less effioient, mode of communication to whioh he at
onoe resorted. It was 'the very same whioh N ehemiah adopted,
when, upon one speoial oooasion, he was not merely in perplexity, but
in peril, and with respeot to which he says: "Then I prayed unto
the God of heaven." This was precisely what dear MATTHEWS did.
He betook himself to the throne of graoe. He sought to "cast"
this his new and most anxious" care upon Him who oared for him ;"
and now mark, dear reader, in proof that there is not only" nothing
too hard for the Lord," but in proof likewise that there is nothing
whatever, however minute, insignifioant, or trifling it may appear,
beneath the Lord's notice. Betwccn the dispatch and the reoeipt of
the letter which had become such a source of anxiety to the writer,
the Lord so wondrously wrought, that, by a change of circumstanoes,
the mistaken direction whioh poor distressed and terrified MATTHEws,
by seeming mistake, had given, became essential and neoessary for
the well working of matters j and this very fact was, by the adjutant
or oommanding offioer, set down to foresight and sound judgment on
the part of MATTHEWS. The oonsequenoe was, upon his retirement or
death (we forget whioh), he wrote the strongest recommendation on
behalf of MATTHEWS, that the secretaryship should still be retained by
him, which reoommendation was heeded.
Oh, beloved, if we were not such "fools and slow of heart to
believe," what marvellous things should we see in regard to the wisdom, love, and handiwork of our God; but, alas! alas! we are so
stupid and sluggish, so oarnal and unbelieving, that we see comparatively little where, but for our wretohed selves, we might see l1UICh.
"We have not received," indeed, "beoause we ask not, and beoause
we ask amiss."
But, notwithstanding all that we are in and of ourselves, it is,
nevertheless, a truth-and a glorious truth, too-that" He will keep
the feet of His saints."
Now observe l beloved, who the Keeper is. It is " He " will do
it. Who is the He? ah, who but the Lord Himself? And who
but the Lord could keep ? Not theoreature himself, most certainly;
for, dear reader, had you or we been left to ourselves-aye, and that
even for a single moment-where should we have been long, long
ago? Without the shadow of a doubt, in that place where hope never
comes. No thanks to us-no, in no wise-that we have been preserved as we have been, or that we have not done what others have
been left to do. To God, and God alone, is all the praise and all the
glory due. What a blessed portion is that, beland, in the 27th
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I RfLiah, with regard to the preserving power of J ehovah: "In that
day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. I the Lord do keep
it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it
night and day." Likewise in the 121st Psalm: "He will not
suffer thy foot to be moved: He that keepeth thee will not slumber.
Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The
Lord is thy Keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand."
Now, why all this security-why this keeping, beloved? The
reason is fivefold..
1. His character: Immutable, unchangeable, the God that cannot
lie.
2. His covenant: "I will not turn away from them to do them
good."
3. His choice: "They shall be my people, and I will be their God."
4. His interest in them, as His purchased portion: "They shall
be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up my
jewels; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth
him." "I will ransom them from the power of the grave: I will
redeem them from death: 0 death, I will be thy plagues: 0 grave,
I will be thy destruction: repentance shall be hid from mine eyes."
5. His triumph over the prince of darkness. "Shall not the prey
be taken from the mighty, and the lawful captive delivered?"
Beloved, if the foregoing be not ample ground of security, we
know not where you will find it.
Dut, dear reader, there is a feature in the text which is specially
satisf:wtory and comforting: it is that it stands in the future tense;
and what promise does not stand in like mauuer? Iu fact, it is
the very character of a promise. Now promises with respect to men
mayor may not be of value. Intentions upon the part of some may
be all that is desirable, but such may lack the power of fulfilment.
They have the heart, but not the hand. Others have the hand, but
not the heart. Some, again, may forget their promises, and others
fail to fulfil them, because their minds have changed. Now, none of
these things can by any possibility occur with respect to our God.
" He is of one mind, and none can turn Him;" nor can He ever lack
will or power to fulfil His promises.
However blessed, then, the 'review of the past, in all the sustaining
and supporting power which hath so sovereignly and graciously been
exercised towards us, how sweet is the contemplation of the fact that
the promise still holds good for the future; yea, that in this respect
it is as fresh, as suitable, as precious as though it had not as yet been
in the least respect whatever drawn upon. " He will keep. He will
keep." Oh, how sweet! how blessed! that, come what will; let
there be in the future whatsoever there may be; let there be trials,
or temptations, 01' sorrows, or sufferings, of whatsoever character, or to
however great an extent, still the word stands good: it must--it will
-it cannot do otherwise than-embrace all and everything: "He
will keep."
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Then, beloved, it shall be a keeping so great-a preservation so
complete-an upholding, a sustaining, a guardianship so worthy of a
God! Dear reader, under how many forms and in what a variety of
type and figure is this keeping set forth in the word of God. Even
Satan himself declared that the Lord had" set a hedge about Job."
Again we read, that He is "a wall of fire round about His people,
and the glory in the midst of them." They are kept ., as in a garrison." The Lord is represented as " a strong tower, into which the
righteous runneth, and are safe." Again, He is declared to be "a
hiding-place." We read, "As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth
over her young, spreadeth abroad her' wings, taketh them, beareth
them on her wings: so the Lord alone did lead him, and there was
no strange god with him." Again, how fully and how blessedly is
this keeping set forth in the first four verses of the gIst Psalm: "He
that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my
Refuge and my Fortress: my God; in Him will I trust. Surely He
shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome
pestilence. He shall cover thee with Ilis foathers, ano. under His
wings shalt thou trust: His truth shall be thy shield and buokler."
How familial', beloved, at the same time how blessed, is this last
simile. What more watchful than the hen? what dumb creature
more alive to its offspring's danger? how upon the alert at the
approaching footstep! how earnestly she calls, and how ardent her
efforts to bring the little venturers again safely beneath her wings!
How gracious, therefore, and how condescending of the Lord to adopt
such a figure, in order to set forth His interest in and care over His
people.
Observe again the record, "He keepeth the feet of His saints."
Beloved, how often are our hearts estranged from the Lord. How
frequently, in thoughts, feelings, and desires, do we stray away from
the fold of the Good Shepherd. How often, in imagination and
wishes, do we creep through the hedge, or leap over the fence, or dash
by the Keeper. Ah, and but for His timely, and kindly, and effectually
restraining power, our wanderings, waywardness, and backslidings
would not be confined or limited to the heart and mind, will and
aHections, but in very deed our feet would respond to the heart. The
Lord, and the Lord alone, it is who keeps the feet in check. He
restrains and withholds where otherwise we should run to all kinds
of riot, plunge into all sorts of labyrinths, involve ourselves in inextricable dilemmas, yea, rush on and on to irremediable ruin!
Beloved, in this world we do not, nor shall we, know but very,
very little, comparatively, of the marvellous wisdom, the matchless
love, the superabounding grace, the omnipotent power by which we
have been kept back from sin and our feet preserved in circumstances
of unseen but imminent peril. We rarely, beloved, if ever, think of
this passage, without this simple idea presenting itself by way of
illustration. You have often seen a child gazing with delight at its
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own little self' being reflected in the sparkling water in the river, or
at the boat's side; and so enraptured is it that, but for the parent's
or nurse's arms, it would burst the loving barrier by which it is
secured, and plunge after its own little tempting image, to its own
destruction. 'fhe hear·t of the child is gone-aye, and, as far as
possible, its hands and arms too-aud, but for better keeping, its feet
would soon follow.
Ah, dear reader, think for a moment what would have been the
consequence, again and again, had not the Lord restrained and held
us back by His own unseen and Almighty arm. Oh, what impulsive
steps should we have taken! how flighty! how fitful! how ruinous!
Ah, at times when we were determined to have our own way, at all
hazards, and to pursue our own course, whatever the consequences!
Had we done with that verse-say, we pray you-at regeneration" Determin'd to save,
He watch'd o'er my path,
When Satan's blind save,
I sported with death P"

Have we not been Satan's blind-aye, Satan's willing-dupes, again
and again since? Aye, and have we not" sported with death," too?
Oan we-dare we-lay our hands upon our breast, and plead "not
guilty" to this charge? Header, we cannot, if you can. Our cry is,
"Guilty, guilty, Lord!" Oh, the wonders of Divine grace! how rich,
how full, how free!
Dear child of God, do not past experiences in your own case ratify
and confirm this stato of things? Anu have you not often trembled
at two Scriptures, lest they should be actually verified in your own
individual case? "Epm:aim is turned unto idols; let him alone."
Oh, the anguish of heart-the terrible dismay-lest the awful
state of things which must necessarily follow the "let him alone"
should ever be realized. Again, there has been that other passage,
"The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways." Oonscious of this backsliding of heart, or this lusting and longing after
unlawful and forbidden things, what trembling of soul has there
been lest by "terrible things in righteousness" the Lord should lead
into a personal and agonizing knowledge of what is contained in
those portions of His blessed word.
Assuredly, beloved, the psalmist was led into a discovery of these
points in experience upon which we have thus briefly touched. Mark
what he says in his 19th Psalm, "Who can understand his errors?
cleanse Thou me from secret faults. Keep back Thy servant also from
presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me; then shall
I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression."
Then in the 51st Psalm, after brought to a discovery of the base
hypocrisy of which he had been guilty, and made by grace divine the
subject of true penitential grief and sorrow, he exclaims: "Behold,
Thou desirest truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden pm·t Tho)!
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shalt make me to know wisdom." " Create in me a clean heart, 0
God; and renew a right spirit within me." The psalmist's, therefore,
was not simply a profession-no mere surface work, but internal, real,
deep!
Reader, how stand matters with you in this respect, in these dark
and soul-deceiving days?
.Again, "He will keep the feet of His saints." They are His
samts, beloved. "The Lord's portion is His people; J acob is the
lot of His inheritance." H This people have I formed for myself.
T~ey shall shew forth my praise"
"For th3 Lord hath chosen
ZlOn, He hath desired it for His habitation. This is my rest for
ever; here will I dwell, for I have d'esired it." The people of God,
then, are His, 1, by covenant choice; 2, by purchase; and, 3, by
conquest.
1. The Lord's people are His by covenant choice. Hence we
read, among many other passages to the same effect, "God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of
the Spirit, and belief of the truth."
2, They are His by purchase: Hence says the Apostle Peter:
" Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot" (1 Petei'i. 18,19).
3. They are His by conquest: "And such were some of you :"
says the Apo~tle Paul, " but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of
our God" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
Lastly, "He will keep the feet of His saints." These saints were
once sinners,. and, as far as their old-Adam nature is concerned,
they continue sinners, for the first Adam will never become a saint.
What he was he is, and will be, till poor fallen and corrupt flesh is
laid in the grave, or undergoes that mighty" change" at the coming
of Christ of which the Apostle speaks in the 15th chapter of his 1st
Epistle to the Corinthians. But then, blessed be God, sinner as the
saint was and is in his fleshly self, such saint will never become a
sinner again in the sense he was ere he was quickened by the Holy
Ghost, and made a new creature in Christ Jesus. Oh, no, thank
God! he is made a partaker of life divine. He is manifested as
" an heir of God, and a joint-heir with Jesus Christ." "Because ye
are sons," says the Apostle Paul, writing to the Galatians, "God
hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your heart, crying, Abba,
Father."
Thus, then, dear reader, we see the security, the privilege, and the
unspeakable blessedness of these saints of the Most High God, even
as far as their present time-state existence is concerned. They are
secure amid all dangers; in life, although encompassed by death;
and, although now doing battle day by day and moment by moment
with their threefold foe, the world, the flesh, and the devil; yet the
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rcsult of the conflict is by no means in doubt; the victory is as sure
as though the enemy had already struck his colours, and the booming
of hell's artillery no longer heard. Yea, not for his merits-not for
his strength-not for any inherent goodness over his poor fallen
fellow-men, but wholly and solely of Divine sovereignt.y, Divine
mercy, Divine love, Divine power, Divine guardianship, Divine
pledge, and Divine covenant oath, each and every saint of'the Most
High is not only kept even as the apple of His eye, and shall be
"preserved unto His heavenly kingdom," but is as sure to wear his
immortal crown, and to enter into possession of the heavenly mansion
Jesus is gone to make ready for him, as though he were at this
moment listening to the joyous welcome, "Come, ye blessed children
of my Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of the world."
Dear reader, may the Lord not only give you yet more and more
clearly and blessedly to realize your own personal interest in these
precious Gospel covenant verities, but may He be pleased to make
them your meat and drink-your solace, stay, and consolation as you
journey onward and homeward, day by day, through this vale of
tears, toward" the city which hath foundations, whose Maker and
Builder is God;" yea, and, with regard to that Divine keeping of
which we have spoken, may He give you to rejoice in thp poet's
testimony:
H

The soul that on Jesus hath lean'd for repose,
He'll never, no never, desert to bis foes;
'l'ba,t soul, tbougb hell should endeavour to shake,
He'll never, no never, no never, fors:.Lke."

So prays your friend and brother in tribulation,

St. Luke's, Bedminster, May 24th, 1873.

THE EDITOR.

ANEODOTE RELATED BY THE HISTORIAN L'ENFANT.
IN a council held at Rome by Pope John XXIII., about the year 1412,

happened the adventure of the OWL. After the mass of the Holy Ghost,
all being seated, and the Pope on his throne, suddenly a frightful owl
came sereaehing out of its hole, and placed itself just before the Pope,
staring earnestly at him. The arrival of this nocturnal bird in the daytime caused many speculations; some took it for an ill-omen, and were
terrified; others smiled, and whispered that the Holy Ghost had assumed
a strange form to appear in. As to the Pope, he blushed, and was in a
sweat, and arose, and broke up the assembly. But at the next session
the owl took its place again, fixing his eyes upon John, who, more dismayed than before, ordered them to drive away the bird. A pleasant
sight it was to behold the prelates occupied in hunting this owl, for it
would not decamp. At last they killed it, as an incorrigible heretic, by
flinging their canes at it.

,.
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"IT'S ALL SENT IN MEROY."
"All the paths of the Lora are mercy and trutlt unto sucl! as keep INs
covenant and Eis testimonie8."-PsALM xxv. 10.
SUCH was the expression of a deeply-tried Ohristian known to us, who,
when reference had been made to a recent trial which had prostrated her
for two years, and disabled her from working for her daily bread, exclaimed, "Yes, it is so; but it's all sent in mercy." Oh, to feel thus,
beloved, in personal experience concerning all the apparent adverse circumstances we have to pass through, that. all is apportioned wisely by our
covenant God, who doeth all things well! The same Ohristian added, "You
see, I learnt so much in that afIl.iction." Ah, it is at such times we do
learn much, for affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither doth trouble
spring out of the ground, and in divine experience and discipline the
Lord sees a needs-be for all He subjects us to; and we shall find that, at
one time or another in the Ohristian's career, he or she will have to pass
through some dark dispensation of God's providence, and, like Bunyan's
Pilgrim, after brisk steps towards the bright shining, find himself in some
slough of despond, out of which he cannot extricate himself, and in which
he is brought to tho earnest and heartfelt cry, "Lord, save, or I
perish." Ah, and these sloughs of despond are not merely at the beginning of the way to the eternal rest, but often in bye-ways very far on the
road, and Ohristians of twenty, thirty, forty, or more years' experience
are often plunged into very helplessness of soul, and brought into such
positions as to make them exclaim: "Thou hast she wed me hard things;
Thou hast made me to drink of the wine of astonishment." And this state
of things will be brought about in a variety of ways, just as the Lord
sees fit. Sometimes it will be by bitter bereavement, like Naomi, who lost
her beloved Elimelech and her two sons, and found herself a lone widow
in a far country. Ah, and under such a heartfelt trial the Ohristian will
have experimentally to drink into her plaintive language: "Oall me not
N aomi (pleasantness), call me Mara (bitter) : for the Almighty hath dealt
very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the Lord hath bronght me
home again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath
testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me?" Stay, dear
N aomi, the Lord hath not testified against thee-this is the language of
unbelief. "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son
whom He receiveth." It is hard, very hard, to lose thine earthly beloveds,
but thine heavenly Beloved remains, and is as full of blessing as ever.
Dear tried Ohristian, if such should be reading our word, cheer up, all
is well, and those lines will ever be true:
" Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He withholds."
But sometimes the trial will come in the shape of hot persecution, and
that too from quarters least expected, as with David, when he exclaimed,
"I shall one day fall by the hand of Saul." Oh, beloved, if this is thy
trial, and it is a heartfelt one, too, let us point you to words that have
been the greatest comfort ofttimes to our own soul-words, too, uttered in
faith by the same hunted and hated (by the enemy) child of God. Here
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thoy are: "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise Him for the help
of His countenance." Yes, distressed one, thou shalt yet praise Him;
though crushed, thou shalt yet conquer in His strength; though shut up,
thou shalt yet shout His praise; though all seem dark and dreary, thou
shalt be brought out into the sunlight of His truth; though disquieted
with the angry storms of life, thou shalt yet repose in heavenly calmness
upon thy Saviour's breast. And it is also often sweet to my soul to
notice how David, in his distresses, calls up to view past mercies and
deliverances. He adds to the verse all-eady quoted, "0 my God, my soul
is cast down within me: therefore will I remembt?, Thee from the land of
Jordan, and of the Hermonites, and from the hill Mizar." Why remember
the Lord from the land of Jordan? Ah, because it was there that he was
obliged to flee, and where he had such sweet manifestations of the help
and favour of his God. And why remember the land of the Hermonites?
Ah, because it was there where the Lord especially appeared to him and
for him. And why remember the hill, or the little hill of Mizar?
Because it was there that he enjoj>ed the divine presence. Oh, is it not,
dear reader, the same with us? If our heal'ts grow faint and sad from
outward pressure by this way, may we not call up in review that spot and
the other place, that critical moment and the other crushing time, when
the Lord appeared in the niche of time-His own time-and, manifesting
His love, did apply some preeious passage for our comfort, or bring us
out of the trial in an unlooked-for way; leaving us trophies of divine
grace, the living and loving to praise IIim. Surely it is well for us to
remember tlte Lord; to say, with David, " I shall yet praise lIim," and to
sing over and over and over again that precious vorse of dear 'l'oplady's : " His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenczer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure He'll lead me safe through."
Nor can we be unmindful of the fact that sometimes the cross comes in
the way of stripping of earthly possessions, as with dear Job; and this
is, too, especially trying; for even with Ohristians it is wonderful what a
hold earthly things get of one, and we get of earthly things; and the
Lord, knowing this, feels it necessary at times to take them away, and to
make us feel how entirely dependent we are upon Him for everything.
If there is one word in the English language we dislike more than
another, it is that word" Indepe'{tdent." The Lord very soon expunges it
from the Ohristian's school book, and makes the child of God learn that
he is dependent upon his God for all; and, in order that he may fully
learn it, and be brought to true poverty of spirit, that he may be filled,
the Lord does take away sheep, oxen, servants, house, and sometimes
near and dear ones, that our entire trust may be in Him. And then,
while thinking of these various forms of trial, we cannot forget that sometimes it comes in the shape of some tert'ible temptation, as with Peter, concerning which our dear Lord said, "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed
for thee, that thy faith fail not; and when thou art converted, strengthen
thy brethren." Ah, beloved, notice our Lord said, " Satan hatlt desit'ed to
Itave thee." This is all he can do; he can desire it as much as he will,
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but you are in the Lord's hands; he shall not have you-he cannot have
you; you are in Jesus' hands, and shall be "kept by the mighty power of
God through faith unto salvation." Well, now, come in what form the
trial may, we want to feel, in the language of the saint referred to when
we first took up the pen, at this time, that "it has all been sent in
mercy," and, as our passage puts it, "All the paths of the Lord are
mercy and truth unto such as keep His covenant and His testimonies."
Completely it proved so in the cases referred to. Oh, the fulness of
blessings that were in store for poor N aomi! David, too, did not fall by
the hand of Saul, but lived ~o triumph over his persecutor, and become
king of Israel. Job had given him, by the Lord, near the close of his
career, "twice as much as he had before;" and Peter came out of his
temptations and trials to become the glorious preacher of the Gospel,
whose epistles are, and will be, fraught with blessing to the people of
God to the end of time.
Take it, therefore, as a fact, dear reader, that, whatever thy special
crook in the lot may be, the Lord knows all about it; and, though it may
be specially crooked, hard to bear, and the lot full of cross purposes, yet
all, all is sent in mercy: "All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth
unto such as keep His covenant and His testimonies." And this fact
reminds us of an expression which came home with power and comfort to
our soul, the other day, while expounding the Word to some of the dear
people of God assembled at Salisbury. You find it at the opening of the
24th chapter of the Book of Genesis; it is this, "And the Lord blessed
Abraham in all things." Ah! was it so? Deep must have been his
exercises of soul in connection with that early trial brought about by the
sin of deception, which, from very fear, he practised to shield his wife (as
he thought) from the Egyptians; also accompanying the blank put upon
the promise, "I will make of thee a great nation, and unto thy seed will
I give this land," whereas his complaint was for many a long year,
"What wilt Thou give me, seeing I go childless? " Yet the blessing
came in due time, and" the Lord blessed Abraham in all things." So
again what soul-trouble he must have passed through while the bondwoman and her sou remained in his tent, as well as at that important
time in his career when the command came, "Take now thy son, thine
only son Isaac, whom thou lavest, and get thee into the land of Moriah,
and offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains which
I will tell thee of." But yet again could it be said, "And the Lord
blessed Abraham in all things," and he proved that
" Behind a frowning Providence
He hides a smiling face."
So also when Sarai, the beloved partner of his joys and sorrows, was
taken from him by the hand of death, causing him to mourn and weep
for her, could it then be said: "And the Lord blessed Abraham in all
things. " Yes,
" Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He withholds."
And so it is with all the Lord's dear people; they will look back upon
their chequered career and have to say that the Lord hath blessed them
in all things, that every trial has been sent in mercy, and that all, yes
all "the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth." And, while referring to
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the pilgrim's pathway, and to h~s "lot in life," we have been much struck
with the distress some of the chIldren of God have to endure from the, to
them, uncongeniallot in life; and, in the course of our little career, not a
fow letters have we received, from time to time, from such upon this
point. Personally, we know much of such experience in the past; no
one can have struggled more than the writer to get out of the line of
things in connection with the lot in life, and to get into one more congenial with the feelings and aspirations of a living soul. Yet have we
lived to learn "that the lot is cast into the lap, and the whole disposing
thereof is of the Lord." And we believe the great lesson the Lord is
teaching us, as well as those similarly exercised, is contained in those two
important words: "PASSIVENESS and PATIENCE." Let the Lord work His
o\vn way, it must be the best way; our position is to wait, and not meddle
with the matter. Supposing, for instance, we had confided our affairs, with
their attendant needs, to a kind-hearted friend who could and would help
and work for us, and who had promised so to do, would it be wise, would
it be becoming in us, to be for ever worrying him about it ? Would he
not respond properly to our restlessness, " Will you let me work for you?
You have put the matter into my hands, can you not trust me? Your
peevishness and impatience will do no good, rest and be quiet." Or, to
put it in a stronger light, suppose we had placed our difficulty in the
hands of some eminent counsellor, who had promised to plead our cause,
what would he say to us if we kept touching his elbow during the trying
of the case, and, in our ignorance of the law, suggested this and the other
to him ? "Would he not consistently say to us, "Now, if you cannot trust
me to work your case, I will throw ~tJ1 1Jty brief; and havc done with the
matter altogether?" Ah! deal' reador, it isjust so with regard to ourselves
and our God. Our procious Josus has promisod to do all that is needful
and right for us, and yet we are for over restless and full of unbelief.
Do we not vorily givo Him constant cause to throw up, as it were, His
brief for us? But, blessed be His dear name, because He loves us, He
bears with our ways, and would have us in quietude learn to be passive
and patient.
Nor is there any disappointment in God-no disappointment in
Christ-we can never say the thing or the matter He engaged to accomplish has failed, th~re is some hitch cropped up that has thrown
the whole into confusion. In the course of a somewhat lengthened
experience of worldly things, how again and again we have seen this to
be the case; the matter promised well, all seellled fair and above-board,
but something unforeseen, and never calculated upon, has arisen, and the
whole thing has become weakened in its accomplishment, if accomplished
at all, and the thing of promise has brought forth wind. But it is never BO
with our God; if Re hath said He will do it, He will do it ; if He hath promised to perform, He will perform. We- are too apt to think that faith is
the act of grasping and laying hold. It is very precious when we can do so,
but we must also recollect there is such a thing to be exercised as A WAITING AND WATCHING FAITH-such a faithas Elijah manifested at that time of
Ilmg drought, when he had prayed earnestly for rain. So assured was he
that it would come, that he said unto Ahab, "Get thee up, eat and drink;
for there is a sound of abundance of rain." There was nothing of the kind
to Ahab, he could not hear anything or see anything, all was as dry and
as sterile as ever; but "Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he
cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees,
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and said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up,
and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said (oh! sweet faith), Go
again seven times. And it came to pass at the seventh time that he said,
Behold, there :1riseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And
he said Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down,
that the rain stop thee not. And it came to pass in the mean while that
the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there ,tas a great rain."
So much for a watching, waiting faith. Oh beloved, "IRe is faithful who
hath promised." Has not there arisen in the past a little cloud as big as a
man's hand on the horizon of our experience, which has been full of
blessings that have refreshed, comforted, and strengthened our weary
spirits? So will it be in connection with the remainder of the pilgrimage,
"for all the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth." Aswell, too, as passiveness and patience, our God is teaching us another important lesson, namely,
our perfeet poverty and nothin.qness. It is for this purpose He brings us
into the stripping-room, a room and a process which are immensely salutary
in divine discipline, for it is in this place of stripping that all creature
excElllency comes to grief, and everything that helps to make the nest of
carnal repose is blown away, and evon beyond this, away goes our very
evidences, and experiences, and enjoymonts, and all things else that we
were bringing to bear as matters by which wo comfortod ourselves that
we wore children of God. Yes, so severe is the stripping work, that they
must all go-the vessel must be thoroughly emptied, no dregs of anything in it. Ah, but what for i' here is the mercy, that it may be filled
with the fulness of Christ; emptied to be filled; stripped to become
tllothed; made poor to become rich; this is God's order of things.
" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
So it was that, though the cruel brethren stripped poor J oseph of his
coat of many colours, the Lord put upon him the seamless robe of
His perfect righteousness. Though. dear Job was, as we have seen,
stripped of his earthly comforts, or, as he himself expresses it, "He has
stripped me of my glory, and taken away my crown from me, "it was to
clothe him in a higher glory, and to prepare him for a heavenly crown,
which should never be taken away from him; indeed, to come to the
earthly experience of our blessed Lord Himself, they stripp ed Him, and
smote Him, and scourged Him, but the stripped, smitten, and scourged
One became the ascended, glorified, and triumphant One. As with Him, so
with His" fellows." They are one with Him in suffering, though truly
only in measure, they shall be one with Him in glory, and that, too, in all
its fulness. Thus He turns their sorrows into joys, their deprivations
into His "twice as much." See, then, what blessing attends this felt
nothingness of spirit, as one has well sung:
"Ah let our debts be what they may,
(
However great or small :
As soon as we have nought to pay,
Our Lord forgives us all.
'Tis perfect poverty alone
That sets our soul at large;
While we can call one mite our own,
We have no full discharge."
Oh, then, my brother or sister in Christ, if the Lord in infinite wisdom
has led you into 'the plaee of stripping," be not discouraged, He sees the
needs-be for it, and you will come out therefrom greatly enlarged and
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greatly matured, prepared for such revelations of His love and mercy
as men who are coated with the rusty and dusty armour of creature doings never realize, as the saint referred to said; "I learnt so much in this
n.ffiiction." So it is, it is a necessary ordeal, which makes us wise unto
salvation and disciplines us for eternity.
To review, then, our line of thought at this season, the key-note of
~hich was struck by the afflicted saint alluded to, who was brought to
~el that her trials were all sent in mercy, and thereby realized the
fact that, "all the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth to such as
keep His covenant and His testimonies." We have noted that we shall
have to pass through some dark providences, and follow hard after Christ,
on our onward progress to the celestial city. That such discipline will
come in a variety of ways, sometimes in the way of "bitter bereavements ;" sometimes by means of hot persecution; sometimes by the
stripping us of "earthly possessions," sometimes in the endm'ance of
"terrible temptations," and sometimes in connection with the uncongenial character of the lot in life; but, come in what way the cross may, we
shall be brought, in a review of all, to feel and acknowledge "that the
Lord hath blessed us in all things," and that the various lessons by the
way are to bring us to passiveness and patience, to the exercise of a
waiting and watching faith, as well as to that poverty of spirit which in
due time shall bring about our exaltation, all of which have been well
summed up in the following precious verse, which has often been a comfort to the writer;
" Wben through fiery trials tl,y pathway shall lie,
My graee all·sufficicnt shall be thy supply;
Tbc flame sb:tll not hurt thee, I only desi~n
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine."
And thon, belovoJ, in conclusion, remembor that, when we have learnt
all the lessons the Lord is pleaseJ to teach us in this time-state, there is
one word we shall not have to learn but to realize above, it is that precious word tc REST" _ C l there remaineth therefore a rest for the people of
God It_no more turmoil or trouble, thorns or tears, but a perfect and
eternal rest from pain, suffering, and 80rrow, indeed, from all that this
poor frail body is subject to, and that, too, with the Lord of glory Himself. In reading the word, the other day, we were made to pause (and
we love such spirit pauses) at those precious words in the parable of the
ten virgins, "And they that were ready went in with Ij[im to the marriage supper, and the door was shut." Oh, how sweet did, that expression
" went in with Him" seem to us-such a hallowed association, such a
blessed oneness with the Lord, such a heavenly participation-that He
cannot go into the supper alone-He must have His bride with Him, for
it is the marriage supper, and then no more parting, for ever sitting at
His side and fea~ting upon His love! "
May these things tend, beloved, to strengthen our faith in a covenant
God, and bring us to sweet submission of soul before Him; and may we
be enabled to say concerning every fresh trial we have to endure, "Never
mind, IT'S ALL SENT IN MEROY, 'for all the paths of the Lord are
mercy and truth to such as keep His covenant and His testimonies.' "
May the great Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, sustain you, by
mighty power and grace, till that grace is consummated in an eternal
weight of glory to you, and His name shall have all th@ honour and l)raise
thr0ugh time and throughout eternity. AmeR.
TVanstead, EISe:l;.
G. C.
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OHANGE OF RAIMENT.
SIXTH J,ECTURE ON THE HIGH PIUEST'S DRESS, BY THE HON. AND REV.
SAlIIUEL WALDEGRAVE, LATE BISHOP OF CARLISLE, BAIWORD ST. MARTIN,
APRIL 1, 1846.
"Now Jos7IUa was elotlMd with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.
And he answereij and spoke unto those that stood befot'e Mm, saying, Take
away the filthy garments from him. And unto Mm he said, Behold, I have
caused tMne iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe tlwe with change of
ra£ment."-ZECH. iii. 3, 4.
THERE is a close union betwixt the Lord and the Ohurch. Of each and
all the faithful may it be said, that "Ohrist is one with them, and they
with Him." The wife cannot be more intimately united to her husband
than the Ohurch to the Lamb of God; the branch of the vine to the parent
stem, than the humblest saint to Jesus, the" True Vine." Yes! brethren,
shew me one who is poor, or sickly, or of vory feeble mind; if that
despiseJ one truly believeth in J OSUS, ho or sho is a vory part of the Lord
Christ. "For we" (saith the Holy Ghost by Panl) "are members of
His body, of IIis flesh, and of His bones" (Eph. v. 30). Let the
children of God be careful that they realize this truth, in theory and in
practice. Let them realize it in theory, by carefully studying it, as set
forth in the word; let them realize it in practice, by so closely walking with
God, that their oneness with Ohrist may be to them a matter of daily,
sensible experience. Wherefore should I call upon the children of God to
embrace, and hold fast, this truth especially? Because upon the fact of
their oneness with Ohrist is based all their safety and fruitfulness here,
and all their joy hereafter. Yes! sever the wife from the Husband,
sever the branch from the Vine, sever the Ohurch from Ohrist, sever
the member from the Head, and where is the "great peace" of the
saints? Where is their richness in good works? Where is their
lively hope? They are, indeed, "of all men most miserab:e i" for
truly, brethren, upon the union ~betwixt Ohrist and His Ohurch hangs
all that that Ohurch counts most dear; grace, mercy, peace here and
glory hereafter.
As we have considered "the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Ohrist Jesus," I have, as the Lord has helped me, exhibited
to you in faint outline some few of the beauties of that High Priest.
We have noticed the ephod of blue, purple, scarlet, fine-twined linen,
and gold. We have looked upon the onyx-stones upon the shoulders,
the jewels upon the breastplate. We have hearkened to the golden
bells, and gazed upon the rich pomegranates, and, lastly, we have se~
" Holiness to the Lord" deeply eugraven upon the frontlet of gold. Sur~ly
as we have surveyed His glorious apparel, we n;lUst have entered somewhat
into the meaning ofthe Holy Ghost in Ps. xlv. 2, "Thou art fairer than the
children of men, grace is poured into thy lips, therefore God hath blessed
thee for ever." And again in verse 8, ,. All thy garments smell of myrrh,
aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee
glad." But we may learn more from the High Priest's dress than the
beauty of Ohrist; we may learn somewhat of our loveliness in Him; for
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if, indeed, we are one with Him, by a true and living faith, we are Ourselves clothed in the very garments of beauty which He doth wear. Yes!
I say, the meanest believer in Jesus may see in that gorgeous dress how
lovely he himself is, in the eye of J ehovah, in virtue of his oneness with
Ohrist. It is to this view of the High Priest's dress, as illustrating the
beauty of the believer in Ohrist, that I wish to drftw attention, in this
concluding lecture of our series. This fact that the beauty of Jesus is
made over to the poor un worthy believer is pictured forth as in a parable,
in the remarkable chapter from which the text is taken (Zech. iii.).
Joshua, the son of J osedech, here spoken of, is brought before us as a
type of the" Ohurch of the firstborn," the "little flock," to which it is
" the Father's good pleasure to give" "the kingdom." There are two
marks given, by which we cannot but conclude as much. "The Lord
that has chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee." J)oth not this at once point out
the" Jerusalem which is above," "which is the mother of" "all," who
are mentioned in Eph. i. 4, 5'? Then, again, "Is not this a brand
plucked out of the fire?" Doth not this mark the self-same happy company of those who, when "dead in trespasses and sins," are quickened;
when enemies are reconciled; and thus may be well likened to brands
plucked from everlasting burnings ?
Seeing, then, that Joshua stands in this chapter as the picture of' the
Ohurch of' the redeemed, let us notice1. Joshua's filthy garments.
H. Joshua's change of raiment.
1. From verse 3 we learn that " Joshua WdS clothed with filthy garments." Joshua was chosen of God to the vory highest post in the
Jewish Ohurch. He was to be the chief minister in the sanctuary, the
high priest of Tsrael; but, as ho stanrls before the angel, how ill-suited
is his apparel to his high destinies! He is to be chief priest; he is to put
incense upon the altar; he is even to enter, once every year, into the
holiest of' all, and to stand in the light of the Shekinah. But he is
" clothed with filthy garments!" Instead of the more than royal dress of
the high priest, he wears the tatters of a beggar; instead of the mitre,
the ephod, the breastplate, the girdle, he is clothed with filthy rags!
See in this picture a true likeness of the Lord's people in their natural
state. J ehovah designs to make them kings and priests (Rev. i. 6);
J ehovah purposes that they shall enter into heaven itself, and f()r ever
walk in the light of His countenance (Isa. xxxiii. 17).
But how ill-suited is their attire for the maRy mansions of the King.'s
palace! Surely in themselves they are clothed with filthy garments!
Truly there is not a child of God who will not admit that his garments,
those with which the natural man is clad, are filthy. Time would fail us
to reckon up the filthiness of those tatters. Idle and wayward, selfish
and angry, proud and covetous, lustful and deceitful thoughts-are not
these filthy tatters? My beloved brethren, may the Lord convince many
of you, as He does in His own good time convince all His people, that your
hearts are "deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9)
-very sinks of iniquity (Mark vii. 21-23)-and then, when we come to
that" unruly" member, the tongue, spoken of by St. James in ch. iii. 6-&
as "a fire, a world of iniquity," surely our filthy tatters are multiplied I
Truly, there is not a member, there is not a sense, which is not instrumental in increasing the number of these filthy garments! Hearken to
the words of one truly taught of God: "I am vile» (Job xl. 4).
DD
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There are two words which I would thank God to see really understood
by many of you, my people, "vile" and" lost." Most will confess to
being sinners, but how few truly feel themselves to be "vile." Most
will allow that they are in danger, but how few will bear to be told that
they are "lost;" yet so it is, and the lesson must be learnt sooner or
later. Every sinner who is not in Christ is " lost;" and, unless the Good
Shepherd come forth and seek him, he will, beyond all doubt, be doubly,
hopelessly, and for ever" lost." He is "vile," and, unless he be washed
in that" Fountain" which is "opened" "for sin and for uncleanness,"
never can he "enter into life." Joshua was clothed with "filthy garments," and, while so clothed, it was impossible for him to enter into
" the holiest of all" (Rev. xxi. 27).
But what, I can imagine some one saying, who, like Saul of Tarsus, is
"ignorant of God's righteousness," what do you say to my good neighbourship, my dutifulness as a servant, a child, a brother, a husband?
What do you say to my steady attendance upon public worship, my
private reading, and prayers? Of all these must I say two things in my
Master's name; first, that you cannot neglect them without sin, for you
are bound to do as Jesus bids; secondly, that after you have done them
all, your performances are so tainted, so polluted with your own vileness,
that these, instead of making" a garment of beauty," only add to the
number of your tatters. Look at the confession of one in Isa. lxiv. 6.
Now, if Isaia];l, that loyal saint and faithful prophet of God, puts this
price upon his doings, at what price should you and I reckon ours?
Again I say, this lesson must be learnt sooner or later; do pray, as
you value your lives; do pray, as you dread the devouring fire and the
"everlasting burnings," that you may in time be convinced that prayers,
and tears, and all things else, are so vile that they need washing in the
blood that can cleanse from all sin. Again, I repeat it, "Joshua was
clothed with filthy garments," and, while so clothed, it was impossible for
him to enter into" the holiest of all," for Hab. i. 13.
This, then, is the natural state of the Lord's own people; so many, so
very many and great are their sins, so polluted are their best (seeming)
performances, that they can be likened only to objects most loathsome.
See 1 Sam. ii. 8; Ez. xvi. 5.
Is there, of the Lord's great mercy, one who cries, "I am clothed with
filthy garments; see, 0 Lord, and behold, for I am vile?" let such an
one noticen. Joshua's" change of raiment" (Zech. iii. 4, 5). Two things a.re
done for Joshua. His" filthy garments," his beggarly attire, his loathe
some tatters are stripped from off bim; he is clad "with change of
raiment;" and what is the dress that is put upon him? The most royal
robes of the High Priest. What a change has passed upon him. One
moment no suitable place can be found for him, save the dust and the
dunghill, next moment he is so gorgeously attired that he may enter
even into" the holiest of all," and look upon the Ark, and the Mercyseat, the Cherubim, and the Shekinah.
The Holy Ghost hath been
pleased to open to us the meaning of these things Himself in verse 4 of
our text, ".Behold I have caused." Surely this cannot but signify the
putting away of the sins of the Church; and the imputing to the Church
the righteousness of Jesus, "I have caused thine iniquity to pass from
thee." This is the word which the Lord speaks to everyone whom He
Himself hath made to be weary and heavy laden: "I have taken thine
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in iquity; I have laid it upon the head of the' Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world.' He hath borne it; He hath suffered the punishment;
ITe hath paid the debt; He hath emptied the cup; He hath cast all thy
sins behind His back; yea, He hath cast them into the depths of the sea."
See Hos. xiv. 2; Isa. liii. 6, 7; Rev. xiii. 8; Isa. xxxviii. 17; xliv. 22;
J er. xxxi. 34. Yes;" I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee."
Such are the "glad tidings" of the Gospel. See Isa. xl. 2; Jer.

1. 20.
But how can these things be? may the needy one say. Did you never
hear of a loving Prince, who took upon Himself the tatters of a poor
begg'ar ? Here is the loving Prince-Jesus, "the Son of God," "the
Prince of Peace."
The beggar stands helpless and paralyzed; the good Prince allows the
tatters to be taken off the beggar, and put upon Himself-" the Lord
hath laid on Him the iniquities of us all." And notice the consequences.
Having been laid upon Him, they can never be laid upon His people
again; therefore is He called" the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world " (John i. 29); for if, poor sinner, thou dost truly believe
in Him, He hath, by taking it upon Himself, caused thine iniquity to
pass from thee, whosoever thou art. But more-CC I will clothe thee with
change of raiment." And what is the raiment with which the Church is
thus clad? The beggar is attired in the robes of the Prince, the believer
is covered with the robe of Christ's righteousness. See 2 Cor. v. 21. Let
us clearly understand that, whenever a pOOl' sinner believeth in Jesus,
then is the righteousness of Jesus made over to that sinner's account. Do
I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? He is "the Lord" my "righteousness." His obedience, ilis perfect obedience, is made over to me, and
for His sake I am counted us one who hath kept the whole law. Dost
theu believe in the Lord Jesus Christ? ITe is the Lord thy righteousness;
His obedience, His perfect obedience, is made over to thee; and for His
sake thou art counted as one that hath kept the whole law (Rom x. 4).
This dectrine of the imputed righteousness of Christ is one which as I
have shown you before, is strongly enforced in many ways in Holy
Scripture.
.
In Ps. xlv. the Church is pictured forth as a queen, clad "in gold of
Ophir;" as a "king's daughter," " all glorious within," whose" clothing
is of wrought gold" (verses 9-13). We have seen that the Church hath
only filthy garments of her own; whence, then. this glorious apparel?
" The gold of Ophir," the" wrought gold," the" raiment of needlework"
(verse 14), is the l'ighteousness of Jesus (Isa. lxi. 10). In Rev. xix. 7,8,
the Church is pictured forth as "the Lamb's wife," " arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white," which" is the righteollsness of saints." What" linen,
clean and white," can that be? What" righteollsness of saints" can
here be meant? for have we not seen that all the saint's own" righteous:
nesses are as filthy rags?" (Isa. lxiv. 6.) The" linen, clean and white,"
is the righteousness of Jesus given to the saints, and made theirs according
to the promise, in Jer. xxiii. G, "Jehovah-Tsidlcenu." Lastly, in the
passage before us, the Church is pictured forth as Joshua, the son of
.J osedech, clad in garments of beauty. What garments can these be?
Joshua hath only filthy garments of his own. They are the very priestly
g-annents of AaL'on; all the glorious dress of a greater than Aaron is
l\I/1(]u over to the Church, so that the Church herself becomes" glorious"
()·:[1h. v. 27), an objl:1ct upon which angels and al'changels shall "look
DD2
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with admiring wonder; for it is perfect, through my comeliness, saith the
Lord of Hosts" (Ezek. xvi. 9-14).
This, then, is the lesson intended to be taught by this parable, that the
righteousness of the Lord Jesus is made over to nis Ohurch; so that he
who is 011e moment clad in filthy garments is, the very moment he
beliovoth, joyfully attired in garments, glorious and beautiful as the
robes of Aaron himself; yea, in robes more beautiful, more glorious far,
than any which Aaron ever wore.
Now, what more shall be said to those who may have heard or read
these lectures? Have you bestirred yourselves to secure the powerful
advocacy of Jesus, the Great High Priest? Have you made sure that
Emmanuel is now pleading His blood and His righteousness for you? You
have been told of the precious stones; but have you made anyone serious
prayer that you may yourself be counted among the crown jewels?
'borne up by Everlasting Power, cherished by Everlasting Love, polished
to shine brightly in His diadem, who hath many crowns?
We have spoken of the bells and pomegranates. Has the Gospel come
unto you" in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance? "
Are you following that "holiness without which no man shall see the
Lord?" Remember that if God's ministers are not "a savour of life
unto life," "they are a savour of death unto death" (2 001'. ii. 14-16).
May the Lord stir many up to trifle with their souls no longer. Oh! rest
not until, contemplating Aaron's dress, you can say, with a goocl and
Scriptural hope, yea, with assurance, "A dress more beautiful than that
is mine, for the filthy garments have been taken from me, and I have
been clad with change of raiment." Be well assured that their lot shall
be miserable who have "not on this wedding garment" (Matt. xxii.
11-13). To those who know that they have been made" accepted in
the Beloved" (Eph. i. 6), we would say, "'Walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called" (Eph. iv. 1). See to it, that ye are watching,
and keeping your garments (for Rev. xvi. 15), "looking for, and hasting
unto the coming of the day of God" (2 Pet. iii. 12). Then shall you
have the fulfilment of the promise contained in Rev. iii. 4, 5.
DANIEL'S VISION.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON BY THE REV. 1. A. WALLINGER.

"Seventy weeks Me determined upon Thy people. "-DANIEL ix. 24-.
OF what vast importance is the distinction between Law and Gospel. As
that great man, Luther, used to say, it was a cardinal point in theology to
separate the Law, which enjoins and commands, from the Gospel, which
gives and grants. The principle of the Law is duty,. the principle of the
Gospel, gijt,. and perhaps in no passage in Scripture have we the Gospel
more clearly set forth than in this. As John says, "These are the true
sayings of God." This applies to all Scripture; therefore, well may we
treasure up these true sayings. And here in our text we may find out some
of them; "Seventy weeks are determined." 'rhe Gospel is the history
of God's doings; not what the creature is to effect, but what God has
done. Then, say you, is man to do nothing? Clearly he can do nothing;
therefore the Gospel is the glorious display of what God has done for
those who could do nothing. We see in this text that these blessings lay
in the determinat£on of God, according to the counsel of His own will.
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Tho rm'iod of time, also, we see, was fixed-seventy weeks, or 490 yoars.
Anrl now let us go into the further blessings contained in the text, which
must be deposited in the heart. Some of you have got nothing but the
world deposited there. Your walk, your talk, your companions prove that
Jesus has no place in you. You may make a fair appearance, you may
go a little way in a profession, but it will not do for eternity.. Unless
God deposits something in your soul, His word and ways will
have no place in you. He knows the heart; He knows who here
present have been brought to His feet; He knows where He
has deposited His grace; He knows the heart He has broken, and
made to cry out, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner;" or, "Lord save,
I perish." Did such a cry ever come from you? vVhere He has made a
deposit in the heai·t, there He makes a place for Himself. You cannot
make it; but, when He comes, He makes room for Himself. Aye, though
there be ever so much attachment to the world, opposition, sin, yet Jesus
comes over all this, and makes room for Himself, and says, "Here will I
dwell, for I have desired it."
" Now, you observe the blessing in the text is sixfold, with an important conjunction between each, "to finish transgres8ion, and to make an
end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity," &c. And (1) "to
finish transgression." There is something comprehended in this word,
"finish transgression," which conveys to my mind two di~tinct ideasthe amount of sin and the conclusion of sin. 1. vVith regard to the
amount of sin. There was to be a climax. We have here sin in its
excess, its ultimatum, the highest point sin could roach, its finishing
stroke. And what was that? The death of Christ. That was to be the
finish of sin. Sin could go no highor in turpitudo than thi~. the death
of the Incarnate God. God permitted it to go thus far to show out sin to
the uttermost. Vve do not say God did it, blLt wo do say God permitted
it, or it had never been dOlle; but horein lIe suffered wicked men and
devils to do their worst, "Him being delivered by the determinate," &c.
(Acts ii. 23). But remember this, you and I had a hand in it. Am I
such a wretch? say you. Yes, you are. Now turn to Matt. xxi. 33.
"Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which planted
a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and
built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far
country: and when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants
to the husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. And the
husband men took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned
another. Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did
unto them likewise. But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They
will reverence my son. But when the husbanclmen saw the son, they said
among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize
on his inheritance. And they caught him, and cast him out of the
vineyard, and slew him." The Householder is God, the husbandmen
.J ews and Gentiles, the instruments of God's purposeH. Now turn to
Matthew xxiii. 32, 33, and there see the language the mild and gentle
Jesus speaks: "Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye ser~),e~ts,. ye generatio~ of vip~rs, how can ye es.capethe damnation of hell?"
lJus IS honest, plam, straIghtforward; as If .He would say, "You are
bent on it; do it then; fill up the measure; finish the transgression; go
on in your wickedness, but you shall come to the damnation of hell for it."
1 may, likewise, speak thus to ungodly sinnerB amongst you; go on in
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your wickedness, your worldliness; take your fill of earth and its attractions; but know, sinner, for all these things God will bring thee to judgment. There is a hell, and into it thou wilt go, if grace be not given.
Now, God may plant this thought in your heart; if so, you will cry to
Him for mercy, and this will be the beginning of blessing to thy poor
soul. Our Lord in this chapter calls that generation the worst of all, for
there was this climax to their iniquity, they crucified the God who made
them! And who ever suffered as they did for this iniquity? Read the
account of the Jews' sufferings under their conqueror, 'ritus, and then see
how this finishing of transgression was visited upon them.
" Seventy weeks are determined." That was the period fixed by God
at the expiration of which Ohrist was to come-a year being put for
I't" day, making 490 years-determined, arranged by God. But let us
'bring this down to a personal matter. Were not all thing-s determined for you as much as for Ohrist? Suppose God had determined you
should have been born 2,000 years ago, in Gentile darkness, never to hear
the name of God. Well, whywasitnotso? You know luck, chance, and
fortune are the trinity of fools. Therefore, all the circumstances of your
life and the time of your birth were determined. All the links of that
wonderful chain that connected you with the eternity before time, and
the eternity beyond time, were all planned and determined by God. Now
glance through the events of your life. If one circumstance had been
altered, see how it would have altered the whole chain. Alter one link,
and see how it would break up the chain, link after link, by which you
are led here to-day, and are now found amongst the living. It was all
determined-what time you should be born, and under what circumstances; when you should be called by grace, and the number of years
you were to lie in darkness as a dead sinner; the length of time you
were to lie in bondage, and when to be brought out into peace and liberty.
All this was a matter of divine decree-Gad's eternal plan. We are
found fault with for speaking so much about God's election and God's
decrees. But why do we? Because it is God's revelation; because we
find it in the Scripture; because it is so clearly seen in the circumstances
of life; and because good principles will produce good practice. But, say
some, are there not bad practices often seen in those who hold these principles? If so, shame be unto them; but, if p;ood principles will not produce
right practice, I am sure bad principles will not mend them. Don't talk
of the abuses of principle as an argument against them. Ohrist has been
abused. He is called" a stumbling-block." Is He a bad thing, theR?
Men of sin will turn every good into evil. Does that do away with the
good? But let the world cry out as they may against our principles, we
still maintain they teach the living family of God to "deny ungodliness
and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present evil world." Right theory will lead to right practice. Arminianism
builds up people in good works, upon wrong principles, but it is only
a frame-work for time to be turned into hell. Do we, then, make light of
good works? God forbid; but, if men act ill, whether with right or
wrong principles, they shall still, by God's help, havo the right theory
from us. Men's abuse of doctrine will never make us conceal or undervalue
sound doctrine. But we have not done with the word ., determined"
yet. God determined when you should be born and new-born-decreed
how long you were to remain in bondage, detained as the law's
prisoner, "shut up," as we read in the Word; "concluded" in unbelief;
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for, before the Gospel breaks into the soul, there is bondage; but the child
of God is" shut up unto the faith that is to be revealed," kept and preserved to that Gospel day, for the objects of eternal love are all in
bondage till the light of the Gospel shines. Therefore your liberty is a
matter of determination, and in due time you shall realize the blessedness of that freedom which is in store for you. So as your days of darkness were determined, and your days of bondage also, so is the time
determined when peace and liberty and comfort shall flow in. 0 look
back, see what God has done for you. No small part of the preaching
of the Gospel consists in this, to shew people where they are, to let them
see their true position. Therefore, I ask, what has God done for you?
It is a mercy you are not consumed. You know what a sinner you are;
aye, against light and knowledge. Then why have you not been sent to
hell? But, if you belong to Christ, this could not be. No, a cry must be
put in thy heart for mercy. Hence repentance, faith, love, liberty,
peace, must in due time be given, because these things are the portion
of all the children, and because it is a matter of determination, and these
gifts turn for a testimony; for God would never have given you any of
these if He meant to destroy you. How foolish of us, then, to expect
anything but what is determined; or, as we travel on, to expect otherwise than to see the way cast up for us, and to walk in the steps
appointed-to be led, and not 0110080 the way-feeling assured the Lord
will do wisely by us in all things, and thus to have all our plans put
under this parenthesis, "If the Lord will."
(To be eOllti,,"od, lJ. V.)

AN EXPLANATORY NOTE FROM TilE "WAYSIDE NOTES"
WHITER.
To tlte Ed'itO?· of tlw G08pol j/[((gazino.
DEAR SIR,-Is it too late just to insert the following in the coming issue
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE? I am receiving several letters concerning my
reference, in the "Wayside Notes," to an extract from" Bogatzky's
Golden Treasury," which extract not appearing in the copies of some of
your readers, they are calling in question my correctness. Permit
me to say that I am too cautious a writer to pen anything I am not prepared to confirm. Now the copies of the work possessed by our friends
cannot be complete. In mine, the subject for 31st December is Alleluia,
Rev. xix. 4, and closes with the verses they name, but after this
comes in my copy a prayer, which closes with the lines I have stated,
commencing: "Draw thy forces," &c. This page must be either out
in the copies possessed by our dear friends, or else in mine it must
have been added. There it is, however, and I was quite correct in
giving it; but, apart from this, if we look into the body of the wOl'k,
we shall find precious truths, amidst wretched errors, and an impartial
reader and lover of free grace truths must, I think, consider us right
in putting young Christians on their guard in these" perilous times."
Wan8tead.
GEO. COWELL.
SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD.-God dispenses all his favours as He Himself
thinks best. He listens to our requests, and takes them into kind consideration, but He reser-ves to Himself the right to make the ultimate
decision.-Llbbott.
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l]rcrttf,dant ~tltW1Y:
THE CONFESSIONAL.
[As so much has of late been said upon the subject of the Confessional in
connexion with the Memorial addressed to the Archbishops by a number
of Ritualists, whose HEARTS are where they themselves ought to be,
namely, avowedly and honestly within the Church of Rome, we have
thought it well to quote the following letters, from two beneficed clergymen, which have just appeared in the Bristol Times and Mirror, as giving
so fair a view of the subject as embraced by the Church of England.-En.J
GENTLEMEN-Will you kindly allow me space for a few observations in
reply to foul' anonymous letters in defence of Ritualism in your paper of today?
It is a mark of a bad cause when its advocates are ashamed of appearing
in P?'op?'id persona. Why should not "S. T. R," "A Narrow Churchman,"
"Nemo," and" A Churchman" put their names to their letters in defence of
Ritualism and enforced sacramental confcssion? It is also a sure mark of a
bad cause whcn it can only bc upheld by confounding things essentially
dili'erent, and turning thc rtmbiguitics of language to account by using a word
in one sense that is meant to be used in another. This is constantly done by
the Romanising party. It was shown very plainly at the meeting at the
Broadmead-rooms that our Church sanctions confession under certain cir.
cumstances, and does so rightly, and in accordance with Scripture. If any
person has some secret grief, or the remembrance of some past sin pressing
on his mind, the minister may invite him to open his mind to him, as to one
who has studied the Word of God and had experience in applying it to men's
souls, with a view to his comfort and relief. Could anything be more distinct
from this than the enforced confession of Popery-the urging on every person
to come to the priest, as to the person acting as God's vicegerent, to whom
he must confess every sin on pain of damnation? This is what we fight
against, not the confidential intercourse between a Christian pastor and his
flock. And the Ritualists know this as well as we do, and they know that
the one is recommended and practised in the Church of England, and the
other was put away at the Reformation as an evil and corrupt thing. And I
aver that it is not honest for men to confound these two things together, and
to pretend the Church's authority for the one, when she intends the other.
Another specimen is the use of the word "priest," which educated people
know is a contraction of presbyter, the elder or minister of the New Testament-as distinct from the typical I,pw" or sacrificing priest of the Old. The
Ritnalists knowingly and wilfully improve to their own purposes this
ambiguity of language. And this is essentially dishonest, and no good cause
need ever be bolstered up by such sinister means. If we are to have controversy, let us be honest-let us try to get at the truth, not to snatch at
unfair advantage by evasions, or to lead men off the scent by personalities and
retorts. If the advocates of the confessional really desire to serve God, and
to do good to men, let them honestly inquire what God has said about it in
His Word; what their Church says in her Prayer Book, &c.; what history
testifies of it in divers countries and for many ages; and what experience and
common sense have to say about it.
" Confess your faults one to another" is about all the Scripture Rome can
bring to support her confessional, no honest reader ever found it there. We
find, on the contrary, God's people confessing their sins to Him, and Christ
promising rest to all who come to Him. What does the Prayer Book say?
It puts a public confession of sin in the mouth of minister and people alike,
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and :Lnthorises the former to declare God's forgiveness to all who rcpeut
aud believe. It makes confession to a minister wholly voluntary and el(ceptional, and speaks of the ministry of the Word, not the authority of the
priest, as that by which the conscience is to be relieved. What does history
say? It tells a fearful tale of seduction, murder, and especially infanticide,
as some of the precious fruits of confession to priests; it shows by statistics
those countries where the confessional hears sway as morally and socially
degraded in comparison to Protestant countries. What do experience and
common sense say? They tell us that there are very few men-if any-fit to
be trusted with the terrible power which confession, when enforced by the
terrors of the wrath to come, gives them over those who betray to them all
their secrets; and they tell us that for men-often young men, of like
passions with other men-to be closeted with girls, and to talk to them on
subjects (and thcse are strongly insisted on in manuals for confession) that
delicacy would avoid, is a fearful snare,and temptation for both. These
things may be discovered easily by those really desirous to do good. But, if
they will insist on setting up the confessional aLUong us, let them not be
surprised if they are resisted with indignation, as those seeking to enslave
the young and ignorant, to deceive them into false necessity, and to insult
God and to usurp His prerogative. And, if these things are to be discnssed
at all, let it be honestly and manfully; let each one give his name, and let
there be no quibbling with words of double meani.ng; but an honest desire
on both sides to arrive at the tl'llth.-Yours, &c.,
Shij'ehampton, June 31"d, 1873.
ARTHuR MANSFIELD.
Glj:NTLEMEN,-Priestcraft can only rise the power which it seeks over the
consciences and actions of men by misrepresentation and imposture. This
is specially true of attempted Christian priestcr:1ft, of which the Romieh
Church presents us thcmostnotcd illustration. Were it true that the Church
of England claimcd/or its ministers this falsc and fat:.l engine of spiritual
desputism, then the Church of Engl;Lnd would be a cnl'se and nut a blessing.
Sume of yuur currespondents insist on invcsting me with :1 ch:1racter which
I utterly repudiate, that of :t sacrificing priest. '1'Lcy do this because I am a
clergym:1n of the Church of England, which they would have the world
believe endows its ministers with the office and functions of priesthood. If
this be the case, then the Church has treated me as Pharaoh treated the
Israelites; it has insisted on my making bricks withollt straw. It has
made me a sacrificing priest, and yet has given no altar on which to ofrer
sacrifice, nor any victiw to offer. The reformers took the very word" altar"
out of theil' service book, and by the highest ecclesiastical anthority I am
informed that if I had an altar in my church there could be nothing on it in
the shape of an offering. Moreover, the 31st article of my Church, which I
am bound to adopt, calls" sacrifices 0f masses"-the thing which Ritualistic
clergymen claim the power to offer-" blasphemous fables and dangerous
deceit." What a position am I in then ?-a priest without an altar, without
a sacrifice, and with the ban of my Church upon me, if I attempt to play a
little Popery with counterfeit vestments, counterfeit masses, and counterfeit
sacrifices" for the qnick and the dead." My only refuge from such a sham
priesthood as that is the adoption, on the best authority, of the title presbyter
as the synonym of priest whcrevcr the latter oceurs in the services of the
Church; lllld thus I am relieved of the necessity ot' robbing my Lord and
Master Jesus Christ of the glury of His office and work, of villifying the rcformers because they were Protcstants and not Papists, of practising
sacerdotal tricks and impostures, and of cheating poor sinners ont of tho
finished salvation provided for thcm on Calvary.
Your correspondents would also employ me in the dirty work of Romish
confession; indeed, they say I am bound, as a priest, to engage in it. All 1
have shown I could not be anything but a sham priest, I might content
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myself with declining, on that ground, to be a sham confessor; but there are
other reasons why I beg to be excused from the nasty office of stirring up
moral sewers and cesspools, for which some men seem to have a peculiar
taste, and with your leave I will state them. The first and principal is that
the Church of England recognises no such office as that of confessor in the
Romish sense, the only one understood by Ritualistic clergymen. The 483
aspirants to the office, who had the audacity to ask the bishops to license
them to practice confession, must have felt that, as clergymen of the Church
of England per se, they had no such license, otherwise they would not have
asked the bishops to confer it; and by preferring the request they admitted
that they had been hitherto engaging in the filthy office without license of
any kind; they asked, therefore, for an ex post facto law to do that which they
thereby owned they had been doing illegally before. I stated at the meeting
referred to by your correspondents that the bishops had no power to grant
the license they asked for, and I now repeat it.
I have, further, to decline the office on the grounds ordinarily stated,
namely, that it is enjoined in the Book of Common Prayer, and two ,places
are alleged-the Exhortation to intended recipients of the Lord's Supper, and
the Visitation of the Sick. It has been again and again shown that these
cases are incidental and exceptional, and so much so as to prove by their
peculiarity the absence of any authority in our Church for the Romish confessional. In the first of these cases all communic[l,tions between the minister
and any member of his flock is restricted to m<ltters connected with the
Lord's Supper, and the parties addressed are exhorted on the subject of
worthily p[l,rtaking-that is, the proper vicw of the sacrament, and the proper
dispositions in which it should be partaken, together with certain suggestions
as ts preparation of mind and heart, self-examination, contrition for sin,
confession of it to God, forgiveness of injuries, &c., and then the minister
adds: "If there be any of you who by this means cannot quiet his own
conscience herein, but requireth further counsel and advice, let him come to
me, or to some other discreet and learned minister of God's Word, and open
his grief, that by the ministry of God's Holy Word he may receive the benefit
of absolution, together with ghostly counsel and advice, to the quieting of
his conscience and avoiding of all scruple and doubtfulness."
Now observe here-I. That the ordinary preparation tmjoined is self.
examination, confession to God, &c. 2. That application to a minister is
only to be in extreme and difficult cases. 3. That "comfort and counsel"
are not to be sought from a sacrificing priest, but from any minister of God's
W ord. Note that the giver of the exhortation claims to be a minister only,
and not a priest, and does not invite his hearers to make their griefs known
to him only, but gives them full liberty to reveal them to any othel'ministerit may be in the Church of England, or out of it, as far as the words go.
4. "The benefit of absolution" is not to be from tile words of the ministerno words in this case being supplied by the Church-but by the ministry of
God's Holy Word. And by this language I interpret the words of our Lord,
introduced into the Ordination Service-" Receive the Holy Ghost," &c.
"Whose sins thou dost forgive they are forgiven," &c., that is, by the declaration of God's mercy and grace in the Gospel of Jesus Christ committed to
them-at all events, the words employed either by Christ 01' the bishop have
nothing to do with the auricular confession. 5. Above all, the communication
to the minister is to he voluntary, consultative, connected with the proper
use of the Lord's Supper only, and such as may be made in the minister's
house, and in the presence of others as well as to himself alone. Surely
auricular confession in the Romish sense must want support, when it leans
on such a prop as this.
And now as regards the office for the Visitation of the Sick, of which so
much is made. I confess there are fourteen words in it of which I would he
glad if we were well rid, because of the mischief that has been extracted out
of them. I mean, "and by His authority committed to me I absolve thee
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rl'om all thy sins." I havenevcr in a single instance used this servicc, nnd by
Gou's grace I never shall, nOr do I thereby violate any law of the Church, 1'01'
by the ti7th Canon I am most providentially relieved from any such necessity.
It is there ordered that the minister is to resort to the sick" and instruct and
comfort them in their distress according to the order of the Communion-book,
if he be no preacher; or, if he be a preachet·, then as he shall think most
needful and convenient." Now, as I claim to be a preacher of the Gospel of
Jesus, I seek to instruct my sick people by telling them of God's love to
perishing sinners by sending His Son to sufrer and die and rise again that
they might be saved; and, if the Holy Spirit apply my words, a sense of pardon
and peace is conveyed to the soul of the sufferer, not by the utterance of words
that may prove a dream and a delusion, but by the direct revelation of God
Himse~f to the soul of the sick one, saying, " Son, thy sins are forgiven thee."
Observe, however, that, before I could claim to act as a confessor on the
authority of this office, I must contrive to reduce my people from health to
sickness-in fact, to incapacitate thcm from visiting me in my confessional;
therefore all invitations aud instructions such as are now given to come to
confession must become meaninRless and absurd. The only authority which
this office gives me for confession and absolution is in the case of the sick;
and, if my people will not fall sick to gratify my craving fo\' playing confessor
after the Romish type, what am I to do? They lose the benefit of my marvellous powers, and I lose the only colourable plea on which I can probe their
thoughts, and indulge that prurient curiosity and that priestly assumption
for the gratification of which I ask the bishop to make me a licentiate of the
College of Confessors. Besides, there is nothing in the Visitation Office or
its rubrics to prevent any number of nurses, doctors, friends, or relations
being present while the sick man is relieving himself of" any weighty matter"
that may "trouble his conscience;" nay, he may desire that the operation
should take place in the presence of othcrs whom he may have offended, de·
frauded, &c. And then what becomes of the seal of confcssion? Indeed,
from the fact of there being responscs to bc uttered in the course of the
servicc, it is evident that at Icast onc pcrson more bcsides the minister and
the sick man is supposed to bc pl·esent. It is to be noted, also, that the names
" ministers" a.nd " priests" a.re used indi frerently in the service, showing that
they mean one aud the same thing- that is, one who ministers in holy thingsa servant of the flock, and not a lord or a sacerdotal tyrant over the consciences and persons of men.
I intended to say something about the Homilies, &e., but my letter has
already extended to a greater length than I proposed.
Bel"keley-squa~'e, June 5, 1873.
S. A. WALKER.
HIGH CHURCH.
A YOUNG servant being sent by the family with whom she lived to a church
conducted after the ritualistic fashion, was questioned, on her return, how
she liked it. The girl ingenuously replied, "Oh, very much indeed; it
was quite entertaining." This is the upper side, so to speak, of the
attachment many have to the forms practised by the High Church party.
The eye and ear are attracted by sights and sounds that convey to the
feelings pleasurable emotions, that by some are mistaken for religion.
In reality, there is in them as little devotion as one might expect to draw
from an opera or a fancy ball. But religious entertainments are the
fashion now, and people go to church, as they go to a drama, to witness
a performance whICh the High Church party, in the phrase of the day,
have termed" worship." The senses are gratified, and the sermon is
generally commonplace; concealing, rather than exposing, the doctrines
of ritualism. But there are exceptions to this kind of preaching. If the
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preacher is young, in all the energy of youthful zeal he propounds the
dogmas of Rome to his congregation fearleEsly, who already are infatuated
by popish practices. But there is another, and a seriou~, side to these
entertaining- performances; and it is this, Where do they lead? From an
important Roman Catholic periodical we quote the following extract:"This much we may say, and say with truth-the fact being known to
many Catholics in London-that the number of converts in London alone
has been upwards of two thousand during the past year. Many, as we
are informed, have joined us who are all but Catholics, and who had
little need of instruction before they made up their minds to take the
final, the long-deferred, but all-needful step. From every ritualistic congregation in London there is a continual stream of converts drifting
towards us, and the number would be increased had we priests sufficient
to look after those who are hesitating as to this future step in the same
direction. Out of every twenty Anghcans who llave Joined the Catholic Churclt
not less than seventeen have been prepared for the step by the teaching they
have heard from Ritualistic pulpits, and by the practices they have got
accustomed to in Ritualistic churches."-Catltolic Register.
We consider this an answer in full to the question, Where do tltey lead?
and it is a serviceable extract to draw the attention of our readers to a
small book, lately published, on titled "lligh Chureh," * which contains
some calm, cogent, and useful arguments against ritualism, based upon
the authority of Scripture and the written testimony of sound Protestant
Churchmen. And this seems a fitting point to discriminate between a
national establishment, however excellent, and the church of the living
God; a church, or body, gathered individually out of all nominal or
national churches, chosen in Christ before all worlds, and brought by
divine power to the feet of Jesus for pardon, salvation, and peace. " The
visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men" (Article 19);
and the work of the ministry is "to feed and provide for the Lord's
family; to seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad, and for His
children who are in the midst of this naughty world, that they may be
saved through Christ for ever." (See Ordination Service.) These are the
members of Christ's mystical body, the Ohurch, of which He is the Head.
All the zealous endeavours of the godly to perpetuate the power of divine
truth in churches, national or sectional, have so signally failed, that,
however the faithful may mourn, they must bow to God's sovereignty in
this as in other matters. We glance as far back in church history as the
churches of Asia, and we come down as near our own day as to the life
and times of the devoted Countess of Huntington, and we only read the
same lesson repeated: "He doeth according to His will in the army of
heaven, and among the inhahitants of the earth; and none can stay His
hand and say, What doest Thou?" All the perfection and completeness
of the God-sought, God-taught, God-kept church is in Christ, and nowhere else. Neither creeds, nor articles, nor formularies, have any preserving power; corruption is stamped upon all humanity; and New Testament churches only afford us sorrowful instances of the depth of man's
fall. But it is a favour to live in a land where the national form of religion is Protestant in its doctrines and practices. Our reformers went as
fat as their times would allow, and many of them would have gone much
• "High Church; or, Audi Alteram Pmtem." By H. H. A. S. London: Bemrose
Sons, 10, Paternoster Buildings. Dublin: G. Herbert, Grafton Street. One Sbillillg,
III boards, 2s. 6d.
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further, if they could. Well would it have been if they had done so, for
out of the leaven that was then left, the papists, who entered the Establishment at the birth of Tract 90, have turned it to account ever since, and are
at this day devouring the substance that of right belongs to the children of
the Reformation. To see a nation calmly, subserviently, drifting back
into the ignorance of Romanism, in the 19th century, is a degrading
sight to an intelligent mind, to say nothing of its horrors to a child of
God. The evil of popery, in all countries and in all times, is its tyranny
over body and soul; therefore, for the protection of liberty to all communities, both secular and spiritual, every inroad of popery should be watched
and resisted by those who wish to preserve and transmit to their descendants the liberty they enjoy. But a veil seems spread over the nations.
America is ruled by the lordly influence of popery; India is overrun with
ritualism; our colonies are imbibing the same spirit; and the young of
England are infatuated with its follies; and another g-eneration will
require another reformation. It is the duty of the friends of Protestantism
to warn the thoughtless of the dangers that are looming in the distance,
and to put before them such infOl'mation as this small book contains.
'l'here are many roads to hell, but only one way to heaven; and popery,
as the masterpiece of Satan, is a religious road to the pit; but God's
elect shall be delivered from the power of the enemy: while of others it
is written, "Many among them shall stumble and fall, and be broken,
and be snared, and be taken" (Isa. viii. 15). The following extract from
the book will be interesting to not a few of our readers, the most of
whom, no doubt, have friends or relativos entang-Iod in the meshes of
ritualism, to whom the contents of the book might, by God's blessing,
prove the means of enlightenlliont : "In appealing to Scriptlll'u authority on the subjects on which I am
going to treat, I shall havo oucasiou to make constant reference to that
great anti-ritualistic epistle, the EpIstle tlJ the llebrews; therefore, it
may be as well to notice here the circumstances under which, and the
object with which, it would seem that epistle was written It is often
regarded as a mere dissuader from J udaism j but it seems rather to have
been a letter of consolation addressed by the Apostle to the Christian
Jews, rendered necessary by the circumstances in which they were then
placed.
" Shortly before the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, A.D. 70, the
Jewish Sanhedrim passed an edict forbidding all Jews who had embraced
Christianity to attend the temple services-they were excommunicated
from its very precincts. This persecution of the Christian J eWl>, by their
own countrymen, took this comparatively mild form, because, after the
deposition of Ananus, by Agrippa, the Romans had interfered to protect
the Christians from personal violence. Excommunication was, however,
no light trial to the pious Isr:1elites, because even those who had embraced
Christianity had not yet learnt, for they had not yet been taught, that
the Levitical ritual was ob30lete and condemned. This lesson was taught
them by the Apostle in this epistle. He there gave them the reasons why
they had no need to regret their excommunication and exclusion. 1'he
whole scope of the argument is to show that all the temple serviues,
priestly offices, Mosaic ritual, sacrifices, and oblations, had lost tlLOil'
value, because they had fulfilled their mission, and were now supersedcd.
They had only been intended as figures of the true, and the realitios they
prefigured were come. The sca1:foldillg was no longer necessary, now that
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the building was erected. Indeed, God was about to have the scaffolding
removed; the Romans were to come, as the Jewish Sanhedrim had unwittingly prophesied, and take away both tlteit· place and nat,ion-by the
expression, 'their place,' they, of course, meant their temple-the Holy
Place-which was the great boast and glory of the Jew. The Apostle
then consoles his fellow Hebrews by telling them that they are independent of those things of which they had been forcibly deprived. We
have, he says, a better priest, a better altar, a better sacrifice, a better
temple-God has condemned the old economy' for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof;' He has brought in a better; 'He taketh away
the first, that He may establish the second.' He tells them, too, that
they could not have enjoyed their temple privileges long, under any circumstances; their very persecutors themselves would soon have no temple
left them-' that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.'
He explains to them also, with the greatest minuteness, how the old rites
and ceremonies had their fulfilment, in each particular, in the Gospel
scheme-how in all things Christ had the pre-eminence-how far superior
the substance was to the shadow-the anti-type to the type. This is the
whole scope of the Epistle to the Hebrews, anfl it is difficult to understand bew any intelligent, honest person can thoughtfully read this epistle,
and yet contend for the revival of those things which are there so sweepingly and decisively condemned as obsolete, and shown to have been
supel'seded by God's own decree."
TRIALS AND TRIUMPHS.
[THE following scanty particulars of Mrs. Venn's death are extracted
from a statement in Mr. Venn's own handwriting, and addressed to his
intimate fri(md, Sir Richard Hill. ]
ON the 5th of September, when some alarming symptoms appeared,
she told me, "I am ready, I am willing to depart, so clear a view have I
had of my Saviour." On Tuesday, the 8th, when the fever raged, she
laid her hand upon the head of her dear friend, Miss Hudson, saying,
" Oh, that I could trake yon with me to everlasting rest!" On Mr. Ryland
asking her whether she could not still bless God, she answered, smiling,
"Oh, now is the time for Him to bless me! " meaning her disease bore
down the activity of her mind, and rendered her entirely passive to receive the comforts of His love. Two days before her departure, she
desired we would not pray for her recovery, but for some mitigation of
her pain, and for an easy passage to the Lord. This request was fully
answered, for though of her pain she once said, "I think it is greater
than I can bear," yet the very last words she uttered were, "Oh the joy!
oh the delight!" I was in much pain, continues Mr, Venn, after I
knew we must part, from the fear of what she might suffer in the agonies
of death, but, in the midst of judgment upon me, a sinful man, my God
remembered mercy, for she appeared insensible from six a.m. to two p.m.,
when, only drawing in her breath twice, somewhat longer than usual, her
spirit took its flight, and left me suffering under an affliction which nothing but the presence of the Lord Himself, and the clear evidence of her
being with I-Em, could make supportable. The following letter, addressed
to the Countess of Huntington, in reply to a consoling epistle from her,
will interest the Christian reader :-
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Huddersfield, Oct 15, 1769.
,( The only return I can make your ladyship for the very tender sympathy
you show for me in my present trial is prayer to Him who has already
made so much use of you as an instrument, that He would do so more
and more. Six places I have been most cordially invited to, but I know
my soul would receive a blessing under your roof, as it has again and
again. I am now a living witness of the truth you so strenuously maintain,
and of the necessity of that truth in our miserable condition here below.
Did I not know the Lord to be mine; were I not certain His heart feels
even more love for me than I am able to conceive; were not this evident
to me, not by deduction and argument, but by consciousness, by His own
light shining in my soul, as the sun's doth upon my bodily eyes, into
what a deplorable condition should I have been uow cast! I have lost
all that I could have wished for myself, in the partner of my joys and my
cares; lost her when her industry, ingenuity, and tender love and care of
her children were all just beginning to be perceived by the two eldest
girls, and to strike them with a sense of the excellency of '!luch qualities.
I have lost her, when her soul was as a watered garden, when her mouth
was open to speak for God, and He was blessing the testimony she bore
to a free, full, everlasting pardon in the blood of Jesus. Nevertheless, I
can say 'All is well, Hallelujah, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth;
at all times, and in all things, let Him do with me as seemeth Him good.'
Were there no Holy Ghost now to strengthen me mightily; were there
nothing more than a dependence on the word of promise, without an .
Almighty Power and Agent to explain, impress and apply it, how would
my hands hang down, and my knees bo so feeble, that 1 should faint and
fail under the weight of the cross! ]Jut, on the contrary, I abound in
hope through the power of the Holy Ghost given unto me. I rejoice in
tribulation, from the experience I now havo, more than I possibly could
in a less severe trial. The Man of Sorrow is to me as rivers of water in
dry places, and giveth songs in the night. My gracious Lord sent me a
preacher immediately after my loss. She was a poor and most affiicted
widow; sick in body, with two helpless children almost destitute of raiment, and upon my asking her how she did, she said, « 0 sir, since you
have been away, I cannot tell you how much my Saviour has done for me.
I have lost the sight of one eye since you left; I have got better light
than the sun can give me; I feel myself so sinful, and Him so full of love
to me, that I am happy, and only beg of you that I may not be carried to
the workhouse, to be amongst so many people, because I feel, by being
alone as I am, I can enjoy the love and presence of the Lord mOl'e abundantly. But, if you think it proper I should go, I can go in faith and
cheerfulness." The weighty manner in which she said this, and the look
of her countenance, was indeed such as I think I never saw. It was as
if she saw her Lord, and He was attending to every word that came out
of her mouth. This was a sermon to my heart, and as seasonable as the
rain upon the mown grass.'
-;,'
oJ!.
.:(.
%
oJ!.
I see that it is necessary that ministers should be touched in the most
. sensitive part, so that, knowing something of the trials of God's people,
and the comforts He imparts to them, we may be able to comfort thorn
with the same comforts wherewith we have been comforted of God."

368

The Gospel Magazine.

~Hgrim ~1 np~rs.
BRIEF NOTES ON TWO TEXTS.
BY R. CORNALL, PH.D., M.A., VICAR OF r.MMANUEL CIIURCrr, BRISTOL.
PHILIPPIANS Ill. 20, 21.

" For our conversation is in heaven, from whence also we look for the Savio?tr,
the Lord Jesus Chr£st, who s!ball change the body of our hum£l£ation, £n order
that £t may become of a like form w£th the body of H£s glory, according to the.
energy of Him who £s able to subdue all things unto Himself" *

Reference is here made to the conversation, expectation, and transformation of God's people.

1. THEIR CONVERSATION.
1l0Alrwflu.-This does not mean what we generally understand conversation to mean. Conversation, mostly, IHLs reference to our talk. But
here it has reference to our beluwiolw and habits. But even this meaning
falls short of the original. It means that our city is in heaven, and that
we livc and walk as citi::.ens of that city. Compare the two preceding verses.
The enemies of Christ's cross" mind earthly things." God's people walk
with God, and mind heavenly things. It is thus that our conversation is
in heaven. So, further :-1. Christ is there; we are there in Him (Eph.
ii. 6; Heb. xii. 22-24). 2. Our hearts are there (Col. iii. 1). 3. Om' home
is there (John xiv. 1-3).

n.

THEIR EXPECTATION.

/( Whence, also, we look for the Saviour ?" It is a look of dcsir'e, preparation, confidence, and joy. As the bride looks for the bridegroom after
long absence, or as the mother of Sisera looked out of her window,
longing for her son, exclaimed, "Why are his chariots so long in coming?
Why tarry the wheels of his chariot?"
1. We look for Him as the Saviour, as havin.CJ saved us from our sins,
and who will save us finally and completely. Jesus Christ, i.e., anointed
Saviour.
2. "The Lord Jesus Christ." His being Lord gives us assurance that our
expectation shall be realized (Heb. ix. 28).

Ill.

THEIR TRANSFORMATION.

Salvation shall extend to the body, as well as to the soul. "The body
of our humiliation "-our humble body. It is so called because of sin
and death. It is contrasted with the body of Christ's glory. That body
is incorruptible-no longer subject to suffering or death. We have given
us a representation of His glory as it was exhibited on the mount of
transfiguration : -We shall be with Him ; We shall be like Him. There
will be a transformation of the saints now sleeping in Jesus, and
of those who shall be alive and remain till Clu'ist's coming. The power
of Christ will effect this. All men, and all things, must Le finally suqdued to that power. If we are to share in the glorious transformation at
Christ's coming we must now have our convorsation in heaven, and our

* See original Greek.
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oxpectation and hope should then be for the Saviour, as ours to come in
glory to receive us to Himself.
(MATT. xviii. 20.)
"For where two or three Me gathered together in my name, there am I in the
m£dst of them."
THESE are the words of Ohrist. They have reference to the importance
of assembling together in the name of Ohrist, for the purpose of supplication and prayer. These words offer an incentive and an encouragement
to such as agree together to pray for any particular object. The character
and position of those whose prayers the Lord hears are briefly described.
They are people gathered in the name of Ohrist, and among whom Ohrist
is the central Object.
I. They Me people gathered together in, or ?mto, tlw name of Ohrist.
This implies a prev£ous separat£on from Ohr£st. This separation was
effected through s£n.
1. It is a local separat£on from God. Adam was driven out of Paradise.
Cain went out from the presence of the Lord.
2. It is a moral and sp£rdual separat£on.
The mind by nature is carnal, and "enmity against God."
The heart is deceitful above all things, &c.
The life consists in fulfilling the desires of the flesh, &c.
In this separated, alienated condi tion men are" gathered together aga£nst
the Lord and against His anointed" (Acts. iv. 26).
Hence the necessity of a gathering unto Christ. This God's Word
affirms shall be done. The dying Jacob was inspired to give utterance to
this truth, "Unto Him (Shiloh) shall the gathering of the people be"
(Gen. xlix. 10).
Ohrist plainly taught that, according to the everlasting covenant, a
necessity existed for such a gathering: "Other sheep I have; them also
I must bril~g."
Caiaphas asserted the same truth, in another form, when, speaking of
the necessity of Christ's death, he said (speaking by the Spirit), that
Christ "should gather together, in one, the children of God scattered.
abroad" (John xi. 52). Compare Psa. Ivii. 3; Eph. i. 10.
How are they gathered?
By Divinely chosen means. For example :-By going into the streets
and lanes of the city, and compelling them to come into the house of God.
By following apostolic example, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is.
By the preaching of the everlasting Gospel of the grace of God. In
other words, by preaching Jesus: "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men
unto me." He has been lifted up upon the cross, lifted up to the throne,
lifted up in the Word of God; and, if lifted up in the public ministry of
God's Word, sinners will be drawn and gathered unto Him.
Sinners shall thus be spiritually and locally gathered unto Christ.
Sp£ritually, there will be conviction of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. There will be conversion from sin. The will, made flexible, will
yield to God's will. The intellect, enlightened, will understand the things
of the Spirit of God. The heart changed and given to Ohrist, constrained.
by His love, will be the palace of Ohrist.
Such will ever be gathered together with. God's people, at stated times,
when they come together for prayer, hearing God's Word, or for Christian
E E
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communion. Such persons shall also be locally gat//ered unto Christ hereafter. "All nations shall be gathered before Christ" (Matt. xxv. 32).
What a solemn time! My soul, think of it and be ready!
But God's people, who have been spiritually gathered, shall be literally
and locally" gathered unto Christ" (2 Thess. ii. 1). Compare 1 Thess.
iv. 13-18. 1'hey shall be with Christ, and like Him, as represented by
the transfiguration of Christ, when Moses and Elias were with Him.
Oh, glorious time! Physically and spiritually perfect and happy for ever!
But among those there gathered
n. C/wist is the central Object.
Christ is the magnet that draws. He engrosses their thoughts, engages
the affections of their hearts, and enchains them by His comeliness and
love. They see Him in the midst. 'fheir thoughts are not so much taken
up about the beauty of the building, the magniticence of the service, the
eloquence of the minister, &c., as about Christ.. They come to God's
house hungry, to be fed; thirsty, to drink; weary, to find rest; but they
go away disappointed, if they havft not found Christ in the midst.
"In the midst!" Notice what prominence is given to this representation
of Christ.
.
1.' He is "the glory in the midst of His Church" (Zech. ii. 5).
2. "I will dwelt in the midst of thee" (/';ech. ii. 10).
3. "Jcsus IIimself stood in the midst" (Luke xxiv. 36).
4. "In the midst of the throne, and in the midst of the elders, stood
a Lamb," &c. (Rev. v. 6).
5. "And in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks one like the Son
of Man" (Rev. i. 13).
6. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the mtast of the paradise of God" (Rev. ii. 7).
INFERENcE.-The nearer the radii of a circle approach towards the
centre, the nearer they approach to each other: so the nearer Christians
approach to Christ in their faith, affection, and obedience, the nearer they
come together. Hence modern Homanizers and Rationalists, who seek
to promote the unity of Christendom, by the rejection of much truth, and
the adoption of much error, are departing from Christ as the centre, and
are proceeding to the other circumference of worldliness, confusion, and
separation from God.
"HE IS COME! HE IS COME!"
THE DYING WORDS OF CHARLES BRYAN, NEPHEW OF THE LATE RUTH BRYAN.
"The memory of the just is blessed; but the name of the wicked a/iall rot."PROV. x. 7.
WE have to try and say a word about the blessed dead, or rather one who,
through sovereign and discriminating mercy, sleeps in Jesus, and whose
memory is blessed, yes, blessed in the estimation of not a few of the
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.; and if there be some, yea, many,
readers of the Magazine to whom the name of Charles Bryan should be
unknown, there are but few of its readers to whom the name of Ruth
Bryan is not well known. Charles Bryan, the subject of this memoir, was
the nephew of the happy gleaner of whom she speaks in her diary.
Grace is not hereditary, but it ill sometimes our privilege to trace it
through successive generations; so in this case. Dear Ruth's father was

Tile Gospel Magazine.

371

for many years a faithful minister of the Gospel at Nottingham, and,
though her mother was a poor doubting believer to the end of her career,
Huth, who had every opportunity of judging, was favoured to believe
that she died in the Lord, and as such sleeps in Jesus, among those
whose memory is blessed. Then, as to the happy gleaner herself, nobody
who knows anything of the teachings of the blessed Spirit, and has read
her diary and letters, can for· a moment question her place among the just
whose memory is blessed.
I think I may most truthfully say that the departed Charles Bryan was
one of the very few of his day who stood out mos.t unflinchingly for the
discriminating doctrines of divine grace. He was not one of those who
argue that it doesn't matter what you believe, if you are but right at heart.
This is one of the sophiatries of the devil-very plausible at first sight, but
calculated to lead unwary souls astray. But the departed knew, by divine
teaching, that a sound creed is essential to salvation. On the other hand,
he was not content with a mere letter knowledge of truth. He knew
right well that
.
"True religion's more than notion,
Something must be known and felt."
Furthermore, he was not content with what by many is called a deep
experience, who seem to think, if they can but talk £luentlyabout the
corruptions of the heart, they have and know everything. Our beloved
brothel' knew that, if the doctrines of grace were known in the head, and
felt in the heart, they would produce a corresponding walk and conversation in the life. You could not be in the presenco of the departed long
without being constrainod to take knowledge of him as one who had been
with Jesus. I don't think I over had hulf an hour's conversation with
him without fooling the better for it. H I say ho drank; deeply into the
spirit of his doar aunt H.uth, the readers of this Magazine will understand
somewhat of his character. It will not be wondered at if I say he greatly
revered the name of his dear aunt, as well as that of his honoured grandfather. He had many relics, which he was fond of showing, and not a
few of their manuscripts, which he was equally fond of rea,ding or hearing
read. I think it was on almost my last visit he took from under his
pillow a long letter of his grandfather's, and requested me to read it aloud,
which I did, and was greatly refreshed thereby. He was a great Bible
reader, or rather student, which I fear is too much to be said of many
professors of the present day. He was also a man of prayer. You could
not follow him in his warm-hearted, yet intelligent, prayers in public
without feeling be was a man who spent much time in earnest prayer in
private. But while I say all this, and might say much more, I do not
wish to be understood as speaking of a, faultless man. Neither do I mean
to say these were so many inherent virtues. No, I am speaking of a
sinner saved by grace, and who, if here, would say, "1 am what I am by
the grace of God."
As he left some acoount of the Lord's dealings with him in writing, I
will (if it will not make this paper too long) give you a few extracts from
the same. He was about twenty years of age when it pleased the Lord
to stop him in his mad career of sin and folly. He writes as follows:
"It was about five months after my marriage that, in the all-wise
arrangements of God's providence, I went one ·Sab.bath to Woolwich to
spend the day with some friends, and went with them to the Episcopal
E E
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Chapel, under the charge of Mr. Capel Molineux, and it was on that day
the IJord, in sovereign mercy, according to His eternal purpose, was
pleased to anest me in the road to destruction, and in effect to say, 'So far
shalt thou go, and no farther.' Mr. Moliueux took his text from 19th Gen.
16 verse, 'And while he (Lot) lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand,
and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters;
the Lord being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set
him without the city.' I cannot remember much of the sermon, save that,
in speaking of Lot's life, he showed the disposition of man by nature to
seek satisfaction in the flesh, and that it was alone the mercy of God that
saved us. He spoke of the immoral character and then of' the mOl'al one,
proving their morality would not save them. And it was on this part of
his subject my mind was arrested, for I felt, if the moral were not saved,
what would be my end? From that time I began to feel that I was a
sinner; and, as I walked home that night, for the first time it might be
said of me, as it was of Saul of Tarsus, 'Behold he prayeth!' And
for about three months, I can say, whenever opportunity offered, I was
asking the Lord for that I then truly felt I needed; it mattered not where,
whether in the shop, the warehouse, or walking by the way. Now, instead of a novel in Il)'y pocket, I borrowed a pockot Bible, aud that
became my companion. During this thrce months that sin laid upon my
conscience, the Lord was very gracious, and gave me many encouragements and helps. Those words were very suitably applied; 'S~ek and
ye shall.find,' 'He came to seek and to save that whiCh Wl'l.S lost.' 'Come
unto me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.'
Also that language of the poet was made very useful to me.
" Come, humble sinner, in whose breast
A thousand thoughts revolve;
Come with your sins, just as you are,
And make this last resolve.
'.' I'll go to Jesus, though my sins
Have like a mountain rose;
I know His courts, I'll enter in,
Whatever may oppose.
" Perhaps He will admit my plea,
Perhaps will hear my prayer;
But, if I perish, I will pray,
And perish only there."
~ may say, the spirit of this hymn,. more .01' less, has followed me all my
Journey, through the many after dISCOVel'les I have had of the depravity
o~ my heart.. Those words in L~mentations iii. 26, were made very preClOUS to me one day, when my faIth and hope seemed ready to give up
all. They run thus: 'It is good that a man should both hope and quietly
wait for' the salvation of the Lord.' Well do I remember the spot of
ground. where I was, and truly it was a refreshing and strengthening
word to my soul. And thus I was helped with a little help. though not
yet delivered.. But blessings on the name of the dear Lord, who never
did say to the seeking seed of Jacob, 'Seek ye my face in vain,' 'the set
time to fayour Zion did come.' It was on a Saturday eveuing, while crossing ]3lackheath. I know not whether it was by any particular passage
of Scripture or not; I was crying to the Lord as usual, and in a moment
I as truly felt the burden of my sins removed as Bunyan did when he
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came to the foot of the cross. My soul was indeed filled with joy unspeakable and full of glory. And well do I remember calling upon the
stones, the blades of grass, and everything around to join me in praising
God." After this he was called upon to pass through chequered scenes
in providence, in which he was led into a deeper discovery of his own
depraved nature. Hence he says, "I then thought I had for ever done
with sin and sorrow, but have learned since then, by painful experience,
'that the heart is. deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.'
And hundreds of times since then have I been constrained to adopt the
language of the apostle as my own: ' 0 wretched man that I am, who
shall deliver me from the body of this death?' And continually do I prove
that it is 'through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom.' And
for myself, waatever I have to do in the world, I find in it more or less of
tribulation. And it is only as by faith I am enabled to enter into Christ,
our Spiritual Ark, that I can find rest and peace."
Our good brother goes on to tell us how he joined a " duty faith"
church, and that, as he was led into a deeper discovery of his own entire
ruin and utter helplessness, he felt his need of a something not to be
found in the ministry he then sat under. Next he tells us of reading a
serm(m by the late much-loved JOSEPH IRONS, by which he was led to see
something of, and to become greatly exercised about, the doctrine of
election. Then ·he gives an account of his being led to hear the late
GEORGE ABRAHAMs, under whose ministry he was led into a sweeter and
clearer knowledge of the discriminating doctrines of grace. And truly,
as he says above, it was through much tribulation that he entered into the
great and precious verities of the kingdom. Like most other Ohristians,
he passed through many changes, both circumstantially and experimentally, in which, and by which, he learned the worth of the throne
of grace. And no step could he feel safe in taking without seeking divine
guidance. Like Moses, his language was, "If Thy presence go not with
me, suffer us not to go up hence." He was also a constant watcher of the
hand of Providence, knowing the truth of the Psalmist's words, " Whoso
is wise and will observe these things, even he shall understand the loving
kindness of the Lord." A few years ago he was led, in the order of
divine providence, to reside in De Boauvoir Town, at which time he was
led to Salem Ohapel, Wilton-square, New North-road, where he found a
" house of bread,." and where hise soul was very graciously revived. There
his attendance on all public means of grace was most regular and punctual.
And his earnest, fervent appeals at the throne of grace ~on prayer meeting
occasions will not soon be forgotten. The last occasion on which he met
with us, and mingled his prayers with ours, was when our dear Salem
was in ruins, having been partially destroyed by fire. It was. one of a
series of meetings held from house to house, specially to seek divine aid
and guidance in restoring the said chapel. That meeting was a weeping
meeting. Truly it might be said, we that night" sowed in tears."
Finally, h!l pitched his tent at Walthamstow, where he ended his days.
Meeting with a freehold house, as he thought very cheap, and being
much taken with the beauties of the surrounding country (he was a dear
lover of nature's beauties), he ventured to buy the said house, and take
up his residence therein. After rambling through the neighbourhood for
some time in search of spiritual bread, he succeeded in finding a few
godly people, loverse of the pure doctrines of grace, without free will or
" duty faith" admixtures, and became a regular attendant with them,
where his gifts were truly valued.
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nis last illness was long and painful. For months, with one or two
exceptions, he was confined to his room, during the early part of which
he was very highly favoured of the Lord. Some few visits paid during
that time will never be forgotten. On one occasion, after having talked
sweetly about the things he was favoured to enjoy, we, remembering
similar seasons when on the sick bed and feelingly near death, how near
we had seemed to come to the gate of heaven, and when, on recovery,
losing all that sweetness, and again returning to "our own sad place,"
were foolish enough to refer to the same, when in a momollt, with an
energy which we did not think he possessed, he exclaimed, "I don't want
to know anything about that; I have got my dear Lord in my embrace,
and I don't mean to let Him go till I am obliged." On another occasion,
when a good deacon of ours accompanied us on our visit, he was very ill,
but sitting up in his dressing.gown. 'Vhile with him two or three
friends called) one a widow, who had but very recently buried her
husband, and another, a very tried woman of God. It was thought he
had better not see so many. "Oh) let them come up," he said; "let
them come up; the Lord may have a word for them." The l03rd Psalm
was read and two short prayers were offcred, and it was a time of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. It was a weeping season, but truly
it might be said, "tho tears had their own sweetness;" and we left,
feeling" it was better to go to the house of mourning than to the house
of rejoicing." During the latter part of his illness he was very, very
dark in his mind; the simple truth being, he had a very afllicted wife,
and he could not feel teconciled to leave her. He found it hard to say,
"ThY' will be done." During these weeks of darkness many visits were
paid him, and many earnest prayers presented. Such visits were very
highly appreciated, and every little kindness shown him was received as
from the Lord. He had learned to trace all his mercies up to the first
great cause, sovereign grace; and to ascribe all praise for all creature
help and creature favours to the God of all grace. On one occasion he
held up a bunch of beautiful white grapes and said, "There, these
grapes are worth six shillings a pound in Covent-garden market; a
stranger, a gardener in the neighbourhood, called at the door to enquire
after me, and left them, with his compliments." "You know," he said,
"it is all the Lord's gracious doings." On one occasion, in the earlier
part of his illness, he was somewhat exercised about circumstantial
matters. The next time we went he said, "It is all right, it is all right.
Oh, the dear Lord is so good: He has sent enough to carry us on for the
present, and we must leave the rest. You know," he added, his eyes
glistening with joy, "you know I want for nothing; I have everything
heart could wish, and my dear wife pays me such attention; if I were a
prince I could not be better attended to, or more amply supplied. But
its all of grace, grace, grace!" The last few visits were very painful
indeed. The Lord had not come. He was firmly persuaded that He
would come, but His presence was not felt and enjoyed; and the soul
that has been favoured to know something, and feel and enjoy something,
of the sweet presence of the Lord, cannot be content to live, much less to
die, without it. On these last visits we were favoured to enjoy a sweet
aBSurance, and to plead with assurance, too: Lazarus must come forth
was the assurance felt, and the assurance urged, at the throne of grace.
On the last visit, but a short time before his departure, when asked if the
'dear Lord had appeared, his simpl(l but honest l'eply was, "I say nothing"
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This, to one who had known him as such a bright, consistent-walking
Ohristian-one who had taken sweetest counsel with him-was painful
indeed, espe~ially as we feared we should never see him ag-ain; and so it
proved-we saw him no more. But he was helped to talk to his dear
wife to the last, and made every arrangement for all that was to come.
Yes, his funeral, and all the painful duties connected with the removal,
were all talked over and settled. On the morning of his departure
(August 23, 1872) he suddenly and joyfully exclaimed, "HE IS COME!
HE IS COME! !" and a glory beamed in his countenance that those who
saw it could not describe, but cannot forget. Thus he gently and peacefully breathed his last. We think it would not be too much to say that,
like Moses, "He died on the mouth of the Lord." Yes, we think the
dear Lord kissed him away into eternal bliss. Is it not blessed thus to
trace the Lord's gracious dealings with ilis dear ones, especially in their
removal? How often have we been privileged to see, where the departing
one has been thrust hard at by Satan in the earlier part of their illness,
and where God has seen fit sovereignly to hide His face for a time, ITe
has most marvellously and most blessedly appeared at last. If it will
not be intruding on the limits of a magazine, wo would here just relate
one case that fell under our notice many years ago. The dear one
referred to had been a great sufferer for a long time, and, consequently,
unable to attend the house of God very regularly. I think it was on the
morning of a Ohrietmas-day she went to St. Geol'ge's Ohurch, in the
Borough. On seeing a very young man ascend the pulpit stairs, she felt
disappointed, and said, or thought, "I shaH get nothing from you." But,
on leaving the church, her feeling- was, "Woll, if I nevor hear another
sermon, I have heard enough this morning to live upon or to die upon."
That was the last sermon she hoard. On calling on her, in the early
part of her last illness, she said, " Oh, it's a gloomy pathway. It is Tory
easy to talk about death at the distance, but when it comes near it is a
solemn thing. It is an untrodden pathway." And so she felt for some
time. But, on the evening of her departure, she sat (for she could not
lay), reclining her head on the shoulder of her dear husband, a godly
man, and, arousing herself from a heavy kind of sleep or stupor, she
said, "How dark you are here-what makes it so dark?" Her daughter
replied, "It is light where you are going, mother, dear." "Yes," she
said; "it is light there, and He is the Light thereof; and He is precious
to me ;" and, bracing up every nerve, she exclaimed with a vigour not
known for weeks, "And I am precious to Him, too; and, when He wants
me, He will come and fetch me." Those were her last words, and in a
little while He did come and fetch her.
But to return to the memoir. The mortal remains of our dear departed
brother, Oharles Bryan, were interred in the Brockley Oemeteryon Saturday, August 31st, on which occasion \ye were favoured with the company
of one of dear Ruth's very oldest friends-one with whom she dined
every Monday for years, who also accompanied her (by the request of
the late Lady Lucy Smith) on her visits to the lakes, mountains, &c., of
which she gives such glowing accounts in her lJiary and Letters. And, as
this dear man of God was most affably communicative, we felt it a great
privilege to have his company in the mourning coach we occupied; especially as the journey was long, and might otherwise have been tedious.
The services were simple, and need not be recorded. Mr. Davis, minister
of Woodbridge Ohapel, Olerkenwell, offered prayer before leaving the
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house of mourning. Mr. Bergess, of Walthamstow, read and commented
on a portion of God's Word, and offered prayer in the cemetery chapel;
and it was our privilege to deliver an address at the grave; also to preach
a funeral sermon at our Salem, Wilton-square, New York-road, on Lord's
Day, September 8th, from 1 001'. xv. 10, "By the grace of God I am
what I am," feeling persuaded that no words would more fully express
the feelings and wishes of the departed. We felt we had lost-we have
lost--a truly valuable friend; but, through mercy, we have not lost our
God. No, the believer can never lose his God, nor any of his great
eternal spiritual mercies. These are all secured in a well-ordered covenant, "ordel'ed in all things and sure."
W. F.
Islin9ton.
MEDITATION BY THE LATE RUTH BRYAN.
GENESIS 24.-It is very sweet to me this morning to hear Abraham give
such particular command to his servant to take a wife for Isaac only of
his kindred. So God the Father senueth forth the Holy Spirit to take
a bride for Jesus out of the children of Adam; but it is all amongst the
kindred. There is a secret relationship known only to God, for even when
we were dead in sin He loved us, and gave His beloved Son to die for us,
having first given us to Him in the eternal counsel.
It seems to me that the bride was presented to Jesus in her supercreation, beauty, and glory, and He, in love, accepted her in the foreview
of all the disgrace she would come into in her Adam-fall transgression.
This He engaged to clear away, and such was His mighty love that He
despised, as a very little thing, all the shame which would come to her
aud to Him for her sake, "who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame." Election looks to me to have
regard to that part of us which had union to the first Adam. God did
from eternity choose from His children a part determinately for Himself,
and of their £I.esh and blood His dear Son was to take part, thus becoming
in purpose their Brother in the £I.esh, and they in that flesh children of God
by adoption, and in their spirit, or new man, children by new birth, being
born of God. And did our Father condescend to say, "Go to my kindred,
and take a wife for my tlon ? " Was He not ashamed to be called our
God, and to own us His children P And was not our Jesus ashamed to
call us brethren? And did our Father wound, and bruise, and put
to grief His first-beloved Son that we might escape? All these wonders
done in the family-the Father, Elder Brother, and younger children
all one! Oh, love of loves, wonder of wonders, exceeding the power of
human or angelic minds to trace or fathom! My soul is a little wrapt up
in the contemplation of the mystery, but longs for further entrance. The
little things of time sink into shadows, for here alone is substance.
"The Father gave her to His Son,
And Christ and we are now but one."
He was made £I.esh out of the seed of Adam. He took the seed of Abraham
into union with Himself, and says, "We are no more twain, but one flesh."
The Lord Himself buried Moses. Moses was a type of the law, and
none but God could have found a place to bury the law; that is an
honourable way to silence it, a way for the law-breaker to be saved, and
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the law have nothing to say against it. Till Moses was buried in my
experience I found no liberty or peace; but, when Ohrist was revealed in
my soul, I found the law unbroken, put into the ark, that is, in Ohrist I
found a fulfilled law, fulfilled for me, "for Ohrist is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone that believeth." Then I could r~joice with
exceeding joy, a joy unearthly, not of the creature. Joy and peace
in believing the mystical burying of Moses is a time of gladness, for then
comes the second Husband, whose name is called" the Lord our Righteousness ;" and then we take the marriage name, for "this is the name
whereby she shall be called the Lord our Righteousness." God is a
consuming fire in the law to all sinners; Jesus has stood in that burning.
He has endured the fire of justice for His people, and therefore He
comes and declares His Father's name in another form, "the Lord God
merciful and gracious," &c. When Moses is dead, this spiritual Joshua
comes and leads His people into rest. They toil all night under the law,
and catch nothing but disappointment; but, when this Gospel morning
breaks upon their souls, they enclose a multitude of fishes.

THE POWER OF PRAYER.

r DO not ask to guide the

quest,
The inference that logic draws;
Human philosophy, at best,
Is full of flaws.
r do not even pause to sum
The witness countless lives can bear
To special answers that ha ve come
To special prayer.
To but one standard I refer,
Along one path alone I plod
To seek a guide that cannot errThe Word of God.
r ponder on the sRcre" pageI find my testimony there;
From first to last, age tells to age
The power of prayer.
Prayer drove the plagues from Pharaoh's
land;
J'rayer stemmed the wrath for Israel's
crime' ,;

Prayer stayed the avenging angel's hand
In olden times.
Prayer changed war's desoJating track,
Or slew the foe, or quenched the strife;
Prayer turned the dial shadow back,
And lengthened life.
Prayer ruled the clouds, the rain, the dew,
Averted death, and doom, and dearth;
Prayer pierced its way to heaven, and drew
Angel( to earth.

Prayer healed the body and the mind;
Before its strength tbe devil's Bed;
Prayer cleansed the leper, cured the blind,
And l'llised the dead.
Prayer tamed the liens b their den,
Prayer chained the winds, and quelled
tbe sea;
Prayer won response from God to men;
How could this be P
Ah ! that I do not ask to know;
Enough, that Christ Himself declares,
" Ask what ye will on earth below,
God heareth prayerli,"
Is prayer ".dictation pH was it guilt
When Christ put that petition up" Thy will be done! yet, if Thou wilt,
Remove this cup pH
Shall man set bounds where God sets none f
Savours not this of human pride P
What:God will do, or leave undone,
Shall man decide?
Prayer can arrest, suspend, divert,
And modify even nature's laws;
It only cannot disconcert
The Great First Cause!
Christ names no limit to its powe'rs ;
Christ even taught us what to say;
The means are His-the boon is ours,
Then let u(pl'llY !
HARRIETT

-From the" Rock," a Church of England Family Newspaper.
Weekly.

E.

HUNTER.

One Penny
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VANITY.
THERE are few of the great weaknesses to which human nature is prone so
self-convicting as vanity; and yet it pervades but too many of our actions
in the course of our every-day life. vVho amongst us can claim exemption from the accusation of being vain? Who has not, at some time or
another, felt that vanity and self·conceit have prompted him to do or perform some action which, though it may be transcendently good in itself,
and intended to be beneficial to some person or cause, is at the same time
tinged with the covert satisfaction the doer anticipates deriving from its
consummation? Though we may, with the best of motives and purest of
feelings, the teuderest sympathy and liveliest pleasure, Execute some good
and worthy deed; it may be to relieve a poor suffering fellow-creature of
the gloomy anticipations of some dire calamity likely to befall him, or, perhaps, to subscribe liberally towards some good, but poor, charity designed
to better the temporal condition of our own fallen and suffering flesh and
blood-still is not that feeling we call gratification but another name-an
euphemism, I might say, for vanity? Are we quite sure it is not? Do
our consciences acquit us of the suspicion? I do not mean to say-I
would not be so presu!l1ptuous, even, as to think-that every good and
kindly intention, humanly conceived or consummated, is the fruit, the
offspring, of vanity or of vain feeling; nor would I imagine, much less
assert, such to be the case in a majority of instances; but in many-nay,
alas! in too many-exemplifications of kindness, does not this besetting
sin encompass us? I ask again, are we quite sure it does not? Vanity
does not only consist in an outward show of feelings working within; it
may be burning as strongly in our hearts as it may powerfully betray itself in our countenances. We may not show a vain disposition in our
manner of dress, nay, we may carefully labour to hide the weakness often
exhibited in the garments of others-yet this very striving after simplicity
may be but an illustration of our vanity-in fact, of a very grave description of vanity-hypocritical, affected modesty. This might be ambiguous,
but it is nevertheless true. Scoff we may at the meretricious habiliments
of others, but let us look to ourselves. Let us see we do not wear what
is conspicuously severe, thereby using the very means to effect what we
would endeavour to avoid. Remember the apostle's words: "Be sober,
be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about seeking whom he may devour" (L Peter v. 8).
Again, vanity is not confined to any degree or section of mankind. It
moves in every sphere, from the highest to the lowest, from the richest to
the poorest of us-none can claim exemption. Though it may not be as
easily detected in one instance as in another-though it may manifest
itself in strangely diverse ways-yet vanity is vanity wherever it is to be
found. It is an insinuating evil, which secretly steals into our bosom,
and there hides, like a snake in the grass, latent, yet powerful to harm.
When we are conscious of our danger, we can be on our guard; but
when we blindly foster the bitter seeds of its generation-calmly and
comfortably nursing it and encouraging its growth-then this stinging
viper erects its head, issues from its hiding-place, and keenly darts its
poisoned fangs into our placid contentment, wounding our pride, and
mortifying our self-esteem. Then we begin to realize its virus.
.
It would behove us all to remember the words of the Preacher:
"Vanity of vanities; all is vanity!" And what an astounding declaration it is: "All is vanity! "-everything that is, was, or can be! For
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what is man? "He cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness,
and his name shall be covered with darkness."
Though these sublime words are sufficient to chill the very vitals of human hope and
aspiration, yet how full of divine consolation are they to the poor, humble,
heaven-seeking child of God. It is possible a dear believer has but few,
very few, of the enjoyments this mortal life can afford-it may be he is
sorely tried by some grievous bodily affliction or infirmity, broken down
by long suffering, care, and pain, without an earthly friend; or, like the
poor widow so feelingly described in a previous number of this Magazine,
he may be overwhelmed by the knowledge of owing a trivial sum for the
shelter afforded his earthly body-and urBund him can see the gorgeous
equipages and the ostentations displays of the wealth of the millionaire,-but he can still look up to an omniscient, long-suffering, and
merciful God, confirmed by the consoling conviction that, whatever riches
can do to place the comforts of an earthly life within the reach of those
endowed with them, he is richer in the estimation of his Maker, "through
faith in the blood of the Lamb." Then how sweet to his soul are the
comforting words: "For who lmoweth what is good for man in this life,
all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can
tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?" Of what avail,
therefore, are the riches, the luxuries, the gaieties of this world to obtain
an entrance to the life which is eternal? The wealth of a man-his vast
estates, his numerous servants, his great name, his far-famed ancestry,
his proud patrician blood-is bnt vanity, and cannot bo of the slightest
possible use to secure him a home in the mansions of heaven, prepared
for those only who bvo Jesus. 'l'his is a comfort to God's poor ones-a
very joy. Were it not so, whore would povorty go? Gracious God, Thou
art indeed a God of tllo poor. A bch'rver in n. cell is nom'or heaven than
an unbeliever in n. pftlaee. But let tho child of God bowaro, lost, in his anxiety
to emulate his Master, he be not on trapped by that arch personification
of vanity, who is ever watching for an opportunity-the devil. Let him
cast aside the frivolities of an evanescent and corrupt world, eschewing
the evils thereof, seeking not to amass riches for their own sake, for
"He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that
loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity." Remember the
divine caution: "Lay not up for yourselves treasure upon the earth;
where the rust and moth doth corrupt, and where thieves break through
and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
rust nor moth doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and
steal." Strive Rot to gratify the vain suggestions of your own heart, to
obtain the approbation of a vainer world, but pray earnestly for the grace
of God, that He may so endow your heart and mind with a humility like
unto His, that whatsoever you undertake may be for His glory and for
your own eternal salvation.
E. W.

A PRAYER.
LORD, give me grace to see my need of grace.
Give me grace to ask for grace.
Give me grace to use Thy grace.
Give me grace to lay all the glory at Thy feet, for Jesus Christ's sake.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.
No. I.-TilE EAGLE.
THE Eagle, in Scripture, is illustrative of the Christian or the Christian
life; thus, for instance, "Where the carcase is, there will the eagles be
gathered together" (Matt. xxiv. 28). These words were spoken by our
Lord when He foretold the tribulation of the last jlays, when many should
say, "Lo, here is Christ! or, 10, there." But, says Jesus, "Believe it
not;" inferring that so general would be the preaching of Christ, for
" false christs and false prophets should arise to deceive, if possible, the
very elect," that not this prel:!ching or that preaching, or this church or
that church, should be the rallying point of believers, but "wlbere the
carcase is there should the eagles be gathered together." Christ Himself
is the Christian's meat indeed, and drink indeed; the source and centre
of attraction, drawing all His followers to Himself; and, as He has
ascended up on high, and is seated on the right hand of God, so, too, on
wings of faith, the living soul mounts up: "She (the heavenly eagle)
dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock (the smitten
rock), and the strong place. From thence she seeketh the prey, and her
eyes behold afar off. Her young ones also suck up blood, and where the
slain are there is she" (Job xxxix. 28-30.) The eternal Hock of Ages
is the believer's strong place of refuge, "the hidiDg-plA.c~ from the
storm, a covert from the winds." When fierce temptations blow, when
the sun of persecution rises high, when the storms of affliction assail,
then this precious Jesus is "as the shadow of a great rock in a weary
land," and the poor soul's "place of defence shall be the munitions of
rocks," from whence he can behold" the land that is very far off." " He
shall dwell on high;" this shows the exalted position of the Church in
union with the ascended Saviour, as "raised up, and made to sit
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." From thence (these
heavenly places) she seeketh her prey. "I sat down under His shadow
with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste." This is feeding
on the Paschal Lamb, the body slain, and the blood shed; here the
eagles gather together, and the young eaglets suck up blood; even
rejoice in pardoning mercy through atoning blood. These young unfledged
eaglets are the especial care of Jehovah, who watches over them. Like
" as an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, taketh them,
beareth them on her wings, so the Lord alone did lead him," i.e., His
Israel. The Christian, like the eagle, has his wintry season, or stripping
time, but, when that is over, "his strength" is again "renewed like the
eagle's." The promise is, that" they that wait upon the Lord" shall have
their; strength renewed; "they shall mount up with wings as eagles."
Oh, in this dark age of the Church's history, may the Lord's body be
discerned by the believing soul, and sweetly fed upon by faith, may there
be more fellowship realized with Jesus in His sufferings, "being made
conformable to His death." Then what matters to what outward Church
the believer belongs, so that it be the footsteps of the flock. He has
" meat to eat the world knows not of;" he belongs to "the Church of the
first-born, whose names are written in heaven;" his "conversation is in
heaven, from whence also he looks for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall change his vile body that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body." Such is the position of the prayerful, waiting,
watchflll Christian, "whose life is hid with Christ in God; "therefore the
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world knoweth him not, because he is not of the world, even as Christ is
not of the world." And though, in his present militant state, he has to
fight under the banner of the cross of Christ crucified, and to identify himself as a soldier among fellow-soldiers in an outward profession of religion,
yet for the most part he has to take a solitary individual stand as a
witness for his Lord and Master against the world, both professing and
profane, and to be a living exponent of divine truth. Oh! what an
honour and privilege conferred upon the Christian is it to be one
witll a despised, crucified Saviour, into whose death he is buried in
baptism, and, by " the power of His resurrection, raised up and made to
walk in newness of life."
"The Church above, and Church below,
But one communion make."

E. B.

WHENCE AND WHY?
"Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lordl,atJ. not done it? "-Ayos iii. 6.
No surely. But what is God's evil? That bitter thing from which David
, fled, when he threw himself into the arms of a merciful Father, in order
to escape the lawful chastisement of a righteous Judge, which his sin had
merited. When, by God's permissive will, some of the deadly vipers,
locked up in the hearts of men, are let loose, and revenge, lust, ambition
are arrayed against each other, then the sword sweeps its millions into
eternity in a few months or years. When, again, by the same Almighty
sanction, His great army, the locust, canker-worm, and caterpillar
darken the sun and moon with their presence, the floors lack wheat and
the fats no longer overflow with wino and oil, then famine, with its gaunt
form, stalks through the land, and mows down its" heaps upon heaps."
But, lastly, when God permits that occult and mysterious change in the
life of our planet, whereby a specific rerial poison is wafted from shore to
shore, and pestilence visits alike the court and the cottage, and in the
space of three months fells to the earth, with its deadly grasp, a third of
a population in one large city, where is the infidel who dares to deny
that" the hand of the Lord hath wrought this, in whose hand is the
soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind?" Who, then,
in all this evil, hath enjoined Him His way? or who can blasphemously
say, " Thou hast wrought iniquity?"
Such were the thoughts that rolled over the writer's mind as he perused
the touching relation of God's dealings with His children, recorded in
pp. U3-9 of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for May last. The" father in
Uhrist," alluded to in p. 244, was spending a few weeks with his Christian
friend, Mrs. Lachlan, who, with her husband, Rev. J. Lachlan, were
staying at Yarmouth, when, in the summer of 1849, tIle post brought
intelligence of the outbreak of Asiatic cholera in London, and the first
letter from your correspondent in Liverpool at the same time. This
pe1ltilence swept its tens of thousands into eternity, and the sovereignty of
God's hand was never more conspicuous than in your town of Bristol.
The fatal disease rolled down one side of College-street, and left the opposite without a single case of seizure. A change of wind removed it
altogether, and no fresh attack occurred afterwards. My revered and
beloved friend, Mrs. L., was overpowered by it, and her ransomed spirit
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was called home to its eternal rest. Then my soul became sore vexed,
weeping in the night apdmourning all the day at the irreparable loss my
heart had sustained in her death. But Goel, who commandeth light to
shine out of darkness, was revealing the secret purposes of His will.
Having sent a medical treatise to the editor of one of the journals, it was
returned on account of the religion it contained. An editor of
another journal, a Roman Catholic, was less scrupulous; he inserted it,
and this periodical our friend in Liverpool was in the habit of taking
weekly, and thus we were brought into a correspondence. After an interchange of communication over a period of eighteen mouths, I went
down to his house at L--. He urged me to attend a meeting of twelve
gentlemen, who formed a society known as "The Mutual Edification
Society," and whose gatherings came round once a month at each other's
houses, and of which he was then a member. We went, and, after some
chit-chat, a Mr. J ones opened the business of the eveuing by reading the
Epistle of J ude. But he selected the expression, " Sanctified by God the
Father" as the g-round of an exposition, in which he set forth ~hat this
was the only passage where the attributes of the Holy Ghost were assigned
to the Father. Looking round for our approval of these views, I was
enabled to puint out to them tho error. The sanctification was made by
Goel the Father, and the prosorvation of that lIoly Seed, "them," was
secured in Jesus Christ beforo Adam's dust was fashioned, and when as
yet there were none of the mystical members fashioned, much less called.
A live coal thrown into a twelve-gallon barrel of gunpowder could not
have caused greater commotion. We soon left the room, and my friend
threw up his connexion with the party, assigning hi8 reason that he found.
the meetings to merit the term" Mutual Confusion Society," and that his
continued relation with it was no longer possible or profitable.
Oh, that the same Almighty Power which was then put forth to heal
this sin-sick soul, and give it cure and health, may now he once more
made manifest to restore the frail tabernacle of our afflicted b1'other, and
that" he may leave his bed and walk," if it be the will of his gracious '.
Lord, is the fervent prayer of, dear Mr. Editor, yours faithfully and
affectionately in Christ,
GEOHGE CORFE, M.D.
Stan/ord-road, Bngliton.

PLEASANT MEMORIES.
THERE are some events in our past history, however little or insignificant
that history may be, which we delight to call up to remembrance; and
there are also others which, if it were possible, we would fain have buried
in the oblivion of forgetful,ness. And is there not a third class of events
which, coming up before us, yield both pain and pleasure, and dwelling
upon which, in the spirit of self-abasement and grateful praise, will yield
us real soul profit? I think there are many such. The circumstances
which have been brought to mind this evening may, it appears to me,
rank with the last named. It was in the year 1848, and that was the
first year of my coming to Blackmore to preach the Gospel. I was but a
stripling of twenty-one, and had had but little experience in the work in
which I had engaged, but to which I had, however, a joyful confiidence
that the Lord had called me. That same year I had opened a room in
.John Street, Holloway, for the preaching of the 'Word; and, although I
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had determined in my own mind it should never be said that I had
opened it for myself, I, nevertheless, did every Thursday evening, for
about nine months, preach, in my simple way, to the people who assembled; at the same time, I accepted invitatioqs for the Lord's-day, as
doors were opened, and never once occupied the whole day at "the room."
It was on one of those Thursday evenings-I had been occupied in my
work all the day-and, though I had every opportunity of retiring to seek
the Lord, and to study His Word, during the afternoon, I felt so confident in myself, and so lifted up in meditation on the portion of Scripture
I had in hand (on which, by-the-bye, I imagined I had some thoughts
which were quite original and rather striking, with which I did not doubt
I should make a little sensation), that I thought it quite needless to do
more than just give myself time to dress and look at my text. I think
of all this with shame, and cannot but admire the goodness of the Lord
in His dealings with me in this matter. I went to chapel, and took my
place-my dear father, for many years established in the truth, on my·
right hand, giving out the hymns-some very dear Ohristian friends were
there to hear, and I gave out my text, "And to you who are troubled,
rest with us." Now, I wanted much to set this text in as clear a light as
it appeared to me, and the doctrine of the text was, that, as God wall
r!ghteous to recompense tribulation to His enemies, who were His people's
persecutors, so He was equally righteous in the recompense of rest to
those who were thus persecuted or troubled. But, alas! having stated
the truth, for such it was, I had no more to say_ I had been over confident as to the flow of matter which was to follow; in one word, the
Lord shut me up, and I was obliged to tell the people that I had no more
to say_ The oil had st9.yed, and, covered with confusion, I sat down. I
remember, after the conclusion of the sorvice, some frionds spoke very
kindly to me, but I refused to be comforted, and concludod that I must
write to 13., and tell the people my preachi ng was all ovor, for the Lord
had shut my mouth. Howevor, I ploadod with the Lord about it, and at
last found some of that sweet nearness I had so often been favoured with
before; and I asked the Lord to show me my error, which He did, in a
very plain way, by directing my mind to a text in Is. lvii. 17, and following verses, "For the iniquity of his covetousness I was wroth, and
.smote him. I Md myself, and was wroth, and he went on frowardly in
the way of his heart. I have seen his ways, and willlwalltim also, and
will restore comfort to him and to his mourners." Every word of the :5.rst
part of this portion was like a dagger piercing the heart, till I was,
indeed, as one without strength. Nor was I left to mistake the meaning
of the words, "The a:l\:e was not laid to the branch., to cut up the sin of
,covetousness," as th.at sin is popularly understood; but the Holy Ghost's
own interpretation sounded in my ears, " Covetousness, wl!ich ,is idolatry."
I was completely dumb before God; I saw the workings of that idolatry
which had been my stumbling-block, and the idol of my vain worship, so
detestable to the Lord was self. Having thus convinced me of my sin,
the same blessed Oomforter poured in the healing balm of a Saviour's
precious blood, and the comfortable assurances of peace and pardon-" I
will heal him also, and restore comfOl't unto him and to his mourners."
I felt that I could then g0 forward again, and I was enabled to come to
B. and preach from this text, and in such a state and frame of mind that
the hearts of the Lord's people, young and old, were knitted to mine j
and I have reason ~ (believe that text was, with the incident of which the
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people knew nothing, a means of determining my future course, which
has been one of labour in the ministry here during twenty-four years.
I trust it may not be in vain that these events have been called up to
remembrance. The Lord said, "Thou shalt remember all the way the
Lord thy God hath led thee." Not only the encampment by the palm
trees, but the strife at Rephidim; not only the daily feeding with manna,
but the groves of lust, where the people fed themselves with flesh to the
full, and were plagued. Not only shalt thou remember the victory over
Amalek, but also the murmurings and complainings in view of the highwalled cities, and the terrible Anakims. May the Lord grant to His
people rest in His promise, and to triumph always in Christ, to trust self
less and Christ more, is the prayer of
WILLIAM.
Blackmore.

THE CHANGELESS.
No truth is more apparent than the change and uncertainty connected
with all earthly persons and things. This law is written upon all terrestrial objects Not only does the day change into night; spring into summer;
summer into autumn; autumn into wintel': but equally so with human
beings; the child grows into youth; the youth into manhood; manhood to
middle age, and that leads on to old age. It is true that many of these
changes are so gradual that not until some extraordinary circumstance
occurs do we realize them in our individual cases. As the Scriptures say,
" Grey hairs are here and there, yet he knoweth it not."
Life is also succeeded by death. How many that we once knew have
passed to that bourne whence no traveller returns. Some have" fought the
good fight," finished their course, and are now in the presence of Him
who was the delight and support of their hearts when they were upon
earth.
.
What changes we have known in persons who once appeared to run
well in the Christian race! These received the wordjoyfullYi but, having
no root, they withered away; and, like the sow that had been washed, and
whose nature remained unchanged, so they returned to wallow in the
mire of sin.
Many, indeed, are the changes we witness. There are men, now
living, who once rode in their carriages; but aro now reduced to the
greatest poverty. Speculation tempted them, and they risked their all,
in what they term the wheel of fortune, and drew out a blank. Others
who were once hale and strong, and 8carcely knew what a day's illness
was, are now confirmed invalids. There are others who once had what
appeared to be happy families; but Satan crept in, leading some of its
members to forsake parental advice, and partake of the tree of evil,
covered with those beautifully-coloured fruits, which alas! have turned
out to be nothing but poison, producing discord and sorrow.
Friends, too, have changed. Some have removed from us, and, mixing
with new society, have neglected and forgotten us. Others have taken
offence where none was intended, and so have wounded our hearts; while
some have been.snatched away by the remorseless hand of death. Seeing,
then, the mutability of all persons and things, how blessed it is to know
that there is One who is changeless.
In the 13th chapterofthe Hebrews, and at the 8th verse, we read: _"JESUS
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CHRIST, TITE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER," He is the oasis,
or green and refreshing Object, in this weary world; without Him, and
the world has nothing but barrenness and disappointment.. A man
living without the Lord Jesu,s is like one who ~ves in a world where
the sun never shines. As the light of the sun cheers and embellishes
all terrestrial obj ects, so does Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, ,gild all
celestial ones, and cause the souls of His children to receive and delight
in them. The brightest jewel, however, in His glorious crown is faithfulness; He is" the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
I. JESUS CHRIST IS TITE SAME IN HIS DIVINITY. He never laid aside
this glorious nature. It is true that He took upon Him the form of a
servant, but He never ceased to be divine. So we find that He was
worshipped when He lay as a babe in the Bethlehem cradle. He never
rebuked anyone for offering Him adoration, He never spoke, except
" as one having authority," aud all lIis words were sinless and wise.
His active life also proved that He was divine. Re went about doing
good--working all kinds of miracles for poor suffering humanity. Never
had thousands been fed by a few loaves; lepers cleansed by a word; tlw
blind restored to sight; and the dead raised to life by the human voice.
Yea, He even rebuked the winds and the waves, and they obeyed Him.
And, to crown all, He died for sin,-not His own, for He never sinned,and" by one offering perfected for ever them that are sancti:fi.ed." How
sweet for the Christian to know that this immutable One has promised to
use all His attributes on bis behalf.
H. JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME IN HIS POWER TO SAVE. He declared
that" He came to s'eek and to save that which was lost;" and, when
upon earth, was there any case that He sont away becauso lie was unable
to do so? N ay, did lIo not, as a Great Physician, seek out the most
difficult, the most wickod, and desperate casos, in ordor to prove the
wondrous powors which Ho possossed? Was there a moro unpromising
patient than Mary :M:agdaleno? Or that poor man who dwelt among
the tombs-insane, fierce, wretched, and naked? Did not our Lord
command the evil spirit to come out of this poor creature, and the man
returned to his senses, and "came, and sat at the feet of Jesus, clothed,
and in his right mind?" Or, in the case of the dying thief, who has been
termed the devil's castaway. 'Was he not a brand plucked from, the fire
by an Almighty hand? As Jesus was when upon earth, So is He now,
" able to save to the u,ttermost." He is still" a strength to the poor; a
refuge from the storm; a covert from the tempest; and a shadow of a
great rock in a weary l~nd." His blood is as efficacious now as it was
when it was first shed on Mount Calvary, and will rem,ain so till the end
of time, so that every elect vessel of mercy may be saved.
HI. JESUS CHRIST IS TITE SAME IN HIS WILLINGNESS TO SAVE. Some
persons are able to do a kindness, but they lack the will to do so. Our
Lord is not only able, but willing. Does:ge not say, "Come unto me,.aU
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest?" "If any
man thirst, let him come to me and drink?" "Behold, I stand at the
door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open unto me, I will
come unto him and sup with him?" He not only expressed willingness
in word~, but He displayed it in His actions. How willingly He received
Zaccheus ! "Come down, fur to-day I must abide at thy house."
When Peter was sinking in the deep waters, did He not immediately
stretch out His hand, saying', "0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou
l' F
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doubt?" His whole lifo, indeed, was a willing sacrifice. He suffered
Himself to be betrayed, scourged, mocked, cl'llCified, as a voluntary
offering. Ho said to the unprincipled Pilate, "Thou coulJest have no
power, except it were given thee from above." He is still tll same,
as the Apostle says, "This man, because He continueth ever, hath an
unchangeable priesthood." When upon earth lie sent none away
unhealed, or unforgiven; so now, "He is exalted to gi ve repentance unto
Israel, and the forgiveness of sins." He still delig-hts in mOl"cy, and says,
"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool." We may rest assured that none ever
perish at His feet. A deep sense of our need of Him ensures a prompt and
cordial bestowment of His salvation. As Hart writes:" All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel our need of Him."

IV. JESUS CrrRIST IS TUE SAME IN HIS LOVE. Human love may chango
to hate, our warmest friends becoming our bitterest foes. How many
there are in this wicked world who curse those whom they once ombraced,
who feel that the worst day of thoir life was that whon they made the
acquaintance of thcso persons. But this can never be the case with our
blessed Loru-for whom ITo once loves, TIe loves for ever. One of the
chief reasons, perhaps, arises from His foreknowledge : "

" He saw us ruined in the Fall,
Yet loved us, notwithstanding all."
Wondrous love that novel' altered, though He was well acquainted with
all our backslidings, sins, rebellions, and ingratitude. Believers are
married to Him, and in this marriage there is no divorce, no putting
away" And if our dearest comforts fall
Before His sovereigp will,
He never takes away our all,
Himself He gives us still."

V. JESUS CHRIST IS THE SA:\fE IN HIS PROMISES. SOIIle persons,
like Pharaoh's butler, promise great things in the event of being
promoted or exalted; but, iu their prosperity, they fail to fulfil
the promises made in adversity. We all know how easily these things
are forgotten. N at so with our blessed Lord. His word is His bond.
He never forgets. His promises are paid as soon as they are presented.
Yea, He has said, "Before they call I will answer,and while they are
speaking I will hear."
Often bas the believer murmured, "My God hath forgotten me;"
but hear His 'loving reply, "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that
she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, she may
forget, yet will I not forget you."
"Sooner all nature shall change
Than one of His promises fail."
These unchangeable promises are suited to every circumstance of our life.

It is to be feared, however, that we lose to a great extent the benefit
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which Wo might and ought to derive from them, arising from our limitod
acquaintance with them, and thus neglect to plead them at the footstool of
grace and mercy.
VI. JESUS CHRIST IS ALSO THE SAME IN HIS T(mEATENIYGS. Remember
how He cursed the fig-kee, and it withered away! How He declared
that the wicked should go to that place "where there shall be weeping,
and wailing, and gnashin~ of teeth; where the worm dieth not, and
the fire is not quenched." He declared to the un believing Jews that, except
they repented, they should all perish. And He declares, to the end of
time, that, if we are found without the wedding garment, we shall be cast
into outer darkness. And we may rest assurod of this, that heaven and
earth shall pass away, but His word shall not pass away till all be
fulfilled.
Let us beware of a mere profession of the faith, lest the same thing
happen to us as our Lord told us befel the man who swept his house,threw off some bad habit by the force of a strong will,-and then afterwards relapsed into a more deadly form, and whose last end was worse
than the first! How truly was this exemplified in the narrative given by
Dr. Hawker, in that remarkable tract called "The Last Saturday
Night." This work ought to be largely circulated by Christian 'remperance Societies, to show the need of regeneration, in order to bring about
sound and godly temperance.
To all those who have the form of godliness, and deny the power
thereof, He will say, "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels." May we all have grace to "kiss
the Son, lest He be angry, and ye perisll from the way, when His
wrath is kindled, yea, but a little. Blessod are all they that put their
trust in Him."
VII. JESUS CmllST JS TlIg SA~lg IN ALL Tug CrltClJMSTANCES OE' LIFE.
He is "the l,'riend that loveth at all times." No circulUstance::! in
our lives make even the skulow of a turning with Him. IIow different
this to what we experience from earthly companions! Are we rich? He
is with us, keeping us humble and poor in spirit, enlarging our hearts to
dispense our wealth in doing good to our poor brethren, and supporting
and furthering the work of the Gospel. He opens our eyes to see, and
our hearts to feel, that it is "more blessed to give than to l'eceive," and
reminds us of the uncertainty of earthly riches, and the importance of
laying up treasure in heaven above. Are we poor? Then He abides
with us, throwing a spirit of serenity and patience around us, telling us
that the things of time are only temporal, and that in a little time we
shall inherit riches imperishable, for, though we are poor now, yet we are
the sons and daughters of the Almighty, and shall live with Him in His
glorious palace for ever and ever. Are we in sorrow? Then He is with
us, wiping away our tears; "comforting us, as one whom his mother
comforteth;" giving us strength to bear our trials, to submit our will to
His, and points to the heavenly home, where "the wicked cease from
troubling," and the weary are for ever at rest.
VII. JESUS CITruST IS THE SAME TO HIS PEOPLE IN TITE HOUR OF DEATH.
There is ,nothing we so naturally shrink from as the day of one's death.
A troop of friends will then avail us nothing. Then we shall feel the
preciousness of the Saviour. If we have Him for a Friend now, we may
be quite sure that when that solemn moment comes He will be the
strength of our heart, and our Portion for ever: Encircled with the arms
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of His o'mnipotent love, we shall then "fear no evil," though passing
through the dark valley.
"And when thou art plunging in Jordan's cold river,
And the visions of life are bcginning to fade;
Lest its cold chilly sti'eams cause thy spirit to shiver,
Thou shalt still hear a voice, saying, 'Be not afraid.'''
Death to the Christian is like a dissolving view-earth becomes dim, but
heaven bnrsts gently npon his sight. Yes, the morning- breaketh--earth's
shadows grow paler and paler, and the everlasting hills of Canaan replace
the terrestrial objects of this weary and sinful world. Then shall we
know the truth of the Apostle, "To die is g-ain." "Thanks be unto
God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." May
we have grace to be "stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of 'the Lord; forasmuch as we know that our labour is not in
vain in the Lord."
Lastly,-:-JEsus CHRIST IS THE SAME FOR EVER. Our present life is
but a speck on the ocean of eternity. It is fast gliding away. But
whither? What know we of the vastness of eternity? It is simply
beyond our comprehension. Age is to succecd ago. The glorified
saints will increase in radiancy and dclight, because of the presence
of Him in whom is no darkness at all. Jesus Christ will be the same,
the Fountain from whom they will draw all their pleasures, and whom
they will love with increasing joy. He will never tire of them; and
they will continually discover fresh beauties in Him. It must be so. In
the kingdom of nature, or creation, what philosopher can boast of the
extent of his knowledge and wisdom? Does he not feel that with
respect to the majesty and profundity of its laws and processes he is a
mere child-amused, at the best, with mere trifles, and unable to grasp
the glorious things lying away out of his reach? If this be so in the
natural world, what must it be in the spiritual one-the kingdom of
grace? How true· are the words of the poet:
"~ternitY'B too

short
To utter all Thy praise."

We shall never tire of the song, "To Him who hath loved us, and washed
uS in His own blood, and made us kings and priests to our God, to Him
be glory for ever and ever, Amen."
Dear reader, have you this unchangeable Friend? If you have not,
though you may have an abundance of earthly goods, yet you are peorer
than the very beggar that lay at the rich man's gate. Hear the word of
the Lord: "We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we
can carry nothing out." "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required
of thee; then whose shall those things be which thou hast provided?
80 is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."
Perhaps thou art poor: if so, I would still ask, hast thou this heavenly,
unchangeable Friend? If you have, you are not poor iu the highest and
best sense. The world may overlook and despise you, but you are a
prince in disguise, born to "an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and
that fadeth not away." It is your happy privilege to say, with the
heavenly-minded Watts,
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, Let others stretch their arms like seas,
And grasp in all the shore;
Grant me the visits of Thy face,
And I desire no more,"
"Yet a little, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry; "
and you shall "awake up in His likeness;" for "you shall see Him as
He is."
E. W.

(TI;.orr.esp-.ou1l'.cn:t£.
OUR LORD'S PERSONAL REIGN ON THE EAnTH.

My DEAR BROTHER,-I am almost sorry you have admitted the millennium subject into your pages, as it is impossible for anyone to write
upon that which is controversial without its leading to controversy. However, although I feel a reply to the article of this April number (page
220) could be given, I for one will endeavour to avoid the contest by
keeping my few remarks o~ttside the arena.
1st. Your learned and equally amiable correspondent, "R. C.," says,
"The doctrine of the second advent, and Christ's personal reign, spread
out before our view an extensive field for speculation."
Now this acknowledgment at the onset at once stamps the whole
question with uncertainty and invalidity; therefore I would ask, of what
profit to the soul can that be which is only imaginary and inferentie.l ?
The faithful word of promise declaros, "All thy children shall be
taught of the Lord, aud great shall be the peace of thy children." What
"peace" to the soul can thoro be in ltllcertainty, and what of the Lord's
teaching in " speculation P"
No, my dear brother, truth does not come to us in this way. Blessed
be God, "we have a more sure word of prophecy whereunto we do well
to take heed;" but we do not well to theorize upon mere creature" probabilities," or to build our hopes upon man's conjectural may-be's. And
this is where all writers upon this unrevealed subject are, of necessity,
obliged to come. Hence 0ur beloved brother adds, "After Ohrist has
descended to the air, there will probably be many important events happen, and the l'estoration of the Jews may be one of them."
My dear readors, the mind that hath wisdom from above will so write
or speak as to give full proof that such an one hath God with him in his
judgment of truth; for the intention of the Most High in His teaching
is, that we may" know the certainty of those things wherein we, by His
Spirit, are instructed of Him. As, therefore, in the dispensation of the
grace of God, the word of truth is to be spoken in "faith and verity,"
with the voice of "sound spoech that cannot be condemned," turn away
your thGughts from all. such "doubtful disputations" and strife-engendering doctrines, and receive the engrafted word with meekness,
rather than debate and curiosity.
There is already enough revealed to faith to fill the heavenly mind;
and, if it is given unto you (in common with all the children of God) to
know the mysteries of the kingdom, be thankful for the gift, and content with the knowledge, but never seek to go beyond what God has
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been pleased to reveal, or before the Spirit in His divine unfoldings. It
is attempting an impossibility to correctly give Scripture a private interpretation; and it is a going backward in divine things to literalize that
. which is spiritual: and on the millennium subject you must also secularize
and localize much of your adventurous ilrgument to make the word of
truth square with the theory propoundeu by man.
Neither are there any prophets of prediction in the New Testament
Church; God's gifted preachers are now all prophets of testimony, and
it becomes them to bear witness only of what they do know, and to set
forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed
among us. Now, if the millennium doctrine, as argued by man, were ofG-od,
strange that the ministers of His choice and sending should not preach it,
or that in our public hymns of praise we do not sing it, or our supplicating brethren pray for it. But the sound is too uncertain for the Gospel
trumpet, and the diverse kind of tongues would speak too much in the
air for the edification of the hearers.
It is those truths which are "revealed" that "belong unto us,"
" secret things belong unto God i" and, if He in His wisdom hideth the
future in Himself, it should be our wisuom to keep silence in what He
hath so kept close from our sight.
As, therefore, interpretations bolong exclusively unto God, let us'
patiently wait the fulfilment of predicted events, and not pronounce a
judgment upon them as if they were revealed and past. What we do not
know now we shall know hereafter, but the power toforeknow and explain
is wholly with the Spirit of God.
JOSIAH.
Clwlmsfo1'fl.

SII'JENT PREACHING.
To the Edz'tor of the Gospel Magazine.

SIR,-When a child, often have I looked with admiration on the face
of our venerable minister preaching of an evening in our comfortable and
well-lighted church, the" Gospel of the living God," and wondered why
those outside did not come in, instead of remaining there in the dark and
in the cold. I used to think, too, of his privilege in being allowed to
declare God's word by that enigma to a child the "foolishness of
preaching." I cannot say that I envied him, for I never supposed that
I should become fit for such an office, though I was rather taken aback
when I heard that one of my schoolfellows-very far from being the best
boy in the school-had gone to Cambridge to be trained for the ministry.
He had the gift of speech, and became a famous preacher, and I, after
not a few failures, a Sunday-school teacher, one of the humble" ambassadors for Christ." But as I "grew in knowledge," I soon saw that there
was other work for good preachers besides appearing in the pulpitthere was that form of it to which I have referred, there was tract distributing, and there was letti!lg one's light shine in acts and deeds of
kiudness and of mercy-in other words, "silent preaching." In these
days of cheap literature and much printing, a novelty in the manner of
getting a Gospel message before the eyes of a sinner who never attends
a place of worship is worth mentioning, and I think that I have hit on
one.
Formerly, after having read your Magazine, I was in the habit of
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sending it to a friend, with the passages marked which I had extracted
for my Sunday-school class. This led me to a further development of
this marking system, which I had at first adopted in a very special case,
but which I now follow out thus systematically. When a passage or an
article strikes me as especially adapted for any particular case or person,
I send the necessary stamps to the publishers, and request them to mark
the article or passage and forward the Magazine to the person named in
my letter. A magazine by post is not cast aside like a tract, by the way,
but is taken in and looked at, and most likely read, or at least the part
marked, and, as it is not endorsed, there are many conjectures whence it
came, and why it was sent. It has further advantages; it saves my time,
allows me to visit my friends by post with a word of truth on my lips,
however distant they may be, and enables me to give a word of counsel
or warning to men far above me in ability 01' position, and who more
often need a friend at their right hand than those less highly endowed
with intellect, because none near dare speak.-Yours, &c.,
F.
THE COMING STRUGGLE.
REV. AND DEAR SIR,-The time has come when, I believe, every professing Protestant should raise his voice against the innovation of Popish
doctrine and Popish practices, now introduced into some of our churches
by men professing to be Church of England ministers, but who are, in
reality, J esuitical swindlers: The Dissenters, who are so anxious for
disestablishment, ought to unite with Churchmen, as Protostants, in an
endeavour to expel from the pUlpits they at present occupy the men who
are trying to draw the Church of Enghmd again over to Popery. Should
a belief in the Real Presence and Confession become a part of the Church
of England bolief, it would no longer Lo a Protestant Church, but a Roman
Catholic Church, from whieh Dissentors would receive, as they have
before received, as much persecution as true ClllU'chmen. On one occasion I went to hear a priest, in Dublin, preach on tho Real Presence of
Christ in the Sacrament, and, after a blasphemous discourse, he finished
by lecturing his hearers on their neglect of duty in not coming regularly
to receive the Sacrament; and, said he, "What is the consequence?
when a man comes to die, he sends for the priest, and he gives him the
Viaticum, or the Blessed Sacrament, and the man dies and go~s to hell,
and Christ in him." And this is the very doctrine attempted to be introduced into the Church of England by som~ of our so-called High Church
clergymen. If a man is an unregenerate sinner, th0 mere act of taking
the Sacrament cannot save him; and, if we believe in the Real Presence,
the priest's words are true. What could there be more blasphemous than
the thought of a lost soul bringing Christ down to hell with him? Away
with such blasphemy, away with thos€! who would att0mpt to introduce
such a dreadful belief. Whilst thinking over the state of the times I
wrote the following verses :~
Churchmen of England, arise from your slumber,
Your foes are increasing on every hand,
And prove to the world that you still number
A great and a powcrful God.fearing band;
Men who still value the great Reformation,
And from its principles never will shrinkMen who depend on Christ for salvation,
The Fountain alone from which sinners should drink.
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What though false teachers have crept in amongst usWolves in sheep's clothing, destroying the flock;
Men who would bring back ,l,gn,in the dark ages,
And believers in Jesus would bllrn at the stake;
And though our statesmen pretend they don't see
Popery spreading its net o'er our isle,
But have caused Romish priests iu our pulpits to be,
And at their blasphemy secretly smile;
Fearlessly rise, for the time dmweth nigh
When every Christiau should put forth his strength,
Trusting in One who reigneth on high,
Who never deserted His people on earth,
And stand by the men who the Gospel uphold,
And would every false doctrine put down;
Who would place faithful servants again in the fold,
And preserve us the Church and the Crown.

J. S. A.
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Bl'uey; a L£ttle Worker ./in· Cltr£st. By FltANCES RWTJEY HAVEllGAL, Author
of the" Ministry of Song," &c. Nisbet and Co. Pp. 320.
WnEN we first took up this hook, we supposed that it was a fiction, but
since then we have learnt that it is true, or founded upon facts. It is an
interesting and touching story of a child, twelve years of age, full oflove
to Jesus, and earnestly striving to do some work; for Him. Her difficulties and her success, her feelings and her faults, are well described. It
is a book which we should like to, see in the hands of every young Sunday
School teacher; and many others who are not young Sunday School
teachers might derive much benefit from its perusal.
Cltr£stian£ty Irrespeotive of Ch2tre!m. London: Hamilton, Adams and Co.
Pp. 120.
THIS volume consists of thirteen letters, addressed to an Italian nobleman,
on the subject of the Christian religion. It is practically an abridgment
of a work entitled" The Churches." We think that, if the Italian nobleman possesses no better adviser than the writer of this volume, he is to
be pitied.
The Bible Educator. Part 1. London: Cassell, Petter, and Galpin.
is the ihst part of a work which promises to be valuable. It contains
articles on the animals, plants, and music of the Bible; the history of
our English Bible; illustrations of Eastern manners and customs; and
explanations of difficult passages.

THIS

The Day of Rest. London: Henry S. King.
A NEW publication, got up in an attractive manner. Some of its contents are excellent, but some we cannot approve of; e.!J., there is a series
of chapters on "To Rome and Back, by One who has Made the Journey,"
in which error is brought forward without any refutation, and the doubts
and difficulties which landed the wI'iter in Rome 31'e minutely described
without any antidote.

