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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comforC wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE GREAT TEACHER AND HIS TEACHING.
Who teaclwth like Him .2-JOB xxxvi. 22.
NONE, none teach like Him! And His teaching is simple, effectual,
and lasting. And why? Because He is infinite in wisdom, omnipotent in power, and everlasting in His existence! "He is from
everlasting to everlasting."
First, He teaches condescendingly. We are quite sure, dear reader,
that the more this thought is kept before us, the more we shall see
it confirmed. We lose much for waut of observation. We are told
distinctly, in the closing up of that memorable I07th Psalm-that
wondrous epitome of the daily experiences of the Lord's living onas
-that" whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall
understand the loving-kindness of the Lord." If, therefore, it were
our mercy to be more" sober and watchful. unto prayer," oh, how
much more should we discover of the Lord's good and gracious hand!
Moreover, we should be perfectly surprised in tracing His loving
interest in our mean and minute affairs. We are so apt to consider
them as beneath His notice, and we are so disposed to cherish the
idea that to bring the various minutire of daily life before Him would
be, as it were, derogatory and an insult to His ever-adorable Majesty.
But this is not the case. It is far otherwise. We generally find
that it is the littles which lead to the weighty and the mighty and
the uncontrollable. The molehills become mountains, and the
mountains dwindle into molehills, in the actuats of life. And why?
Because, in our ignorance, folly, and misconception of self, we calculate upon sufficient personal wisdom, strength, and courage for what
we vainly deem the trivials. Hence, we venture in our own strength,
but only, alas! to be defeated, discouraged, and put to shame!
Whereas, with respect to the weightier, the greater, and the more
important, we dare not confront them, but almost as a matter of
oourse, in the actings of faith, carry them to the Lord; and, as a
blessed fruit and consequence, we trace His hand and handiwork.
Now, did we know what thorough intimacy and holy and child-like
C0
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familiarity with our best Friend, heavenly Guide, Divine Leauer,
Elder Brother, and Brother born for adversity, were, we should unbosom every thought, feeling, perplexity, and desire to Him. And,
again, we affirm that, were it at once our privilege and our practice to
do so, we should be astolmded as we contemplated, in om every-day
and all-the-day experiences, the ratifying that great fact, that" not a
sparrow falleth to the ground without yom Father's knowledge."
Ah ! if the headaches and the heart-aches, the fear here and the
trembling there, the doubt upon this matter and the dread upon
that, were at once carried to the Lord, oh, how different things
would be with us. If, in a word, in a really spiritual and Gospel
sense, we were perpetually" tale-bearers at the throne of grace"if found constantly running to teU J ESl;S, what a vastly different
aspect would everything assume. How right and straight would
matters appear, where now, alas! for most part, they seem to be
adverse, crooked, and perplexing.
Again, His teaching is consiclm"atc. Ah! "who teachoth like
Him" in this respect? How, in all His loving, tender discipline,
He maintains the precious and endearing character of Father, and
how He proves the truth of His own testimony, that, "like as a
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.
For He knoweth om frame; He remembereth that we are dust."
How tenderly and lovingly was this consideration exhibited upon
the part of J ehovah-Jesus, even in the depths of His anglush, and in
His bitter soul-travail.· "And being in an agony He prayed more
earnestly i and His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling
down to the grolmd. And when He rose up from prayer, :1lld was
come to His disciples, He found them sleeping for sorrow, and said
unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation" (Luke xxii. 44-46.) "The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak" (Matt. xxvi. 41). Dear reader, be assured that the
Lord would be the last to seek to "gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles." Blessed be His name, He "knoweth what is the mind of
the Spirit i" and, in His pitifulness and Fatherly kindness and consideration, He accepts the will for the deed. " If there be first a
willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not
according to that he hath not" (2 Oar. viii. 12).
Again, His teaching is comprehensive. As the Lord is pleased mercifully to open up, little by. little, His o~n loving mind and gracious
purposes, how remarkably IS seen the WIde, clear, and marvellously
complete manner in which He has embraced the varied and numberless details of om state, conditions, and circumstances, both in providence and grace.
Dear reader, have you not again and again found, in your daily
walk and diversified experiences, this, t~at, and the other thing presenting itself; but there has come an mward check, and you have
mentally said, with respect to this felt want, or that newly-discovered
need, "Oh, I dare not think of this or that now. I have other
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matters pressin ", upon me, and with these I must ply the throne of
grace, as best f can, under present circumstances?" But when He
who teaches so condescendingly, so conside-rately, so COI1IJ)/'ehensively,
pays, in sweet and blessed manifestation, another visit to the soul,
you stand amazed, dear reader, as you contemplate the fact that not
only has the Lord heard and given heed to the more prominent and
persevering appeals at the throne, but even those passing thoughts
and but momentarily-presented feelings, the which you felt you
durst not entertain or cherish, have been graciously and lovingly
embraced in those large, merciful, and comprehensive gifts, on account
of which the Lord has visited you afresh, and come on purpose to
bestow. So that, in the contemplation of the fulness of His grace and
the boundlessness of His mercy, you have such an enlarged and
blessed insight into that precious Scripture, "And it shall come to
pass that before they call, I will answer, and while they are yet
speaking, I will hear" (Isaiah lxv. 24).
Beloved, such seasons as these with which the Lord occasionally
indulges His dear children-rarely, we admit-are typified, to Our
mind, by the visit of the queen of Sheba to king Solomon. When
she had heard of his fame, she went "to prove him with hard
questions;" at the same time, rely upon it, she had not the veriest
thought or intention, when she set out, to do as she afterwards did,
namely, to "commune with him of all that was in her heart;" but,
in spite of herself, and regardless of all previous thoughts and
intentions, such was the marvellous influence of the presence of
Solomon, and such the special drawings upon her innermost soul, that
she could not refrain nor hold back; she must "commune with him
of all that was in her heart,." and so comprehensive was the answer,
that "Solomon told her all her questions; there was not anything
hid fi:'om the king, which he told her not." Well, therefore, might
the queen testify, "It was a true report that I heard in mine own
land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the
worus, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half
was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame
which I heard. Halipy are thy men, happy are these thy servants,
which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.
Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on
the throne of Israel: because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore made He thee king, to do judgment and justice" (1 Kings x.
6-9).
Ah, dear reader, be assured a greater than Solomon is here; and,
upon the ground of the comprehensiveness, as well as the condescension
and consideration, of His leadings and teachings, have you not (like
the queen of Sheba in the presence of Solomon) stood before Solomon's
great and glorious Antitype in adoring wonder and amazement as
you have contemplated His wisdom, love, and mercy? Yea, have
you not, in the fulness of your heart, exclaimed, and that most
emphatically, ,. Behold, the half' was not told me?" And,if so
c c 2
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now, beloved, amid all the wreck and ruin of poor fallen humanity,
with sin in us and suffering and sorrow around us, what will it be
by-and-bye when, "delivered from the burden of the flesh," we
" see Him as He is, no more as through a glass darkly, but face to
face? " In the anticipation of such a blessed state of things, well
might the immortal TOPLADY sing" If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the fountain be
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from 'l'hee?"

Further, He teaches conclusively. We read in the epistle to the
Ephesians the Apostle Paul writing thus: "That we henceforth be
no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ"
(Eph. iv. 14, 15). Now, in marked contrast to this being "tossed to
and fro, and being carried about with every wind of doctrine," when
the Lord teaches, and what the Lord teaches, is so directly from
Himself, that there is not the least room whatever for doubt or
uncertainty in the matter. It comes with a dignity and a power and
a conclusiveness that establishes and confirms the soul in the teaching
and the verities thus communicated. It is no mere hearsay; no
views or opinions of this man or that man; no human conceptions
or fleshly fancies; but a divinely-inwrought, powerful, irresistible
conviction from th(fl Fountain-head, Source, and Spring of all true
life, light, and blessedness, such as led the Apostle John to say,
" That which we have seen and heal'd declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ" (1 John i. 3). And
the conclusiveness of~ or the being thoroughly at a point about, this
teaching arises in great measure from the facts and the circumstances
connected with the teaching. It is a teaching that is almost invariably
associated-and that most closely, too--with trial or temptation.
When Hezekiah was in the very depths, in consequence of the message
that he had received about" setting his house in order," for he was
"to die and not live;" when he "turned his face unto the wall, and
prayed unto the Lord," was it the mere testimony or reaf:1oning or
suggestion of his poor frail fellow-man that brought him relief?
Would ten thousand arguments or suppositions, "ifs" or "may
be's" of the creature have availed against that direct" Thus saith
the Lord, Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die, and not live?"
vVould aught less than a second "THUS SAITH THE LORD" have
proved a match for the first? But when that second "THUS SAITH
THE LORD," accompanied as it was, condescendingly and compassionately, with a sign or token likewise from the Lord, it brought
with it a power, a conviction, a conclusiveness, that infinitely sur"passed all the laboured attempts of man to convince or console. And
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thus it is, beloved, with what the Lord says and with what the LorJ
does; it is so God-like, so mighty, so pow rful, that it in one
moment confirms and establishes the soul, disp lling the darkness,
and chasing away the fears. It oauses the pOOl" timid and tr mbling
one to "take the wings of the morning," and in sw t and blessed
anticipation gives it to realiz that after which the Psalmist longed
when he exclaimed, "Oh, that had wings like a dove: for then
would I flee away and be at rest" (Psalm Iv. 6).
Ah, dear reader, have you not found it so again and again? you,
we mean, who have personally been called to wade through the deep
waters of affiiction, trial, or soul-conflict, wherein the Lord alone
could sustain and from whioh the Lord only could deliver? You
have found, under suoh oiroumstances, that "vain is the help of
man;" at the sam tinle, when the Lord has manifestively drawn
nigh, and when Ha has spoken, you have blessedly realized that
"the voice of th Lord is (margin) in JJower, that the voice of the
Lord is (mar in) in majesty" (Psalm xxix. 4). " He spake, and it
was done;
e oommanded, and it stood fast" (Psalm xxxiii. 9).
This voice was hard and apprehended by faith,. and the thing
promi ed, whether it applied to soul or body, was regarded by you
as ah'eady accomplished; and why? Because the Lm'd was the
Speaker. "You knew His voice," as Jesus said in the lOth of John,
and you "followed Him," in faith, love, and adoring wonder and
admiration. You were brought in a moment, under that voice thus
sovereignly and personally spoken, to a blessed conclusiveness. For
the time being you had neither doubt nor fear about the accomplishment, no more than had Abraham with respect to the promise of
It seed in whom he and all the families of the earth should be blessed.
" He believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness."
So, in like manner, under the then present power of the voice, you
believed. Yea; and, although the things spoken of have not even
yet been fulfilled, still neither the season nor the word can you forget.
It is locked up in faith':" little love-cabinet; and, at the fitting
moment, in God's time-not yours-it shall be brought forth to be
richly and blessedly fulfilled to the very letter.
Again, with regard to this teaching as t9 its power and its COilclusiveness, think you that the woman of Samaria would not have been
the first to exclaim, " ,;\Tho teacheth like Him? "when she it was
who" left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to
the men, Come, see a Man which told me all things ever I did. Is
not this the Christ? " 'Vas not that conclusiveness with a witness?
and was not the like conc1l1sivenes!J exhibited when "many more
believed beeause cif His ownllJord, and said unto the woman, Now
we believe, not because of thy saying, for we have heard IBm ourselves,
and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world? "
It is then, dear reader, for this distinctive teaching, even that of the
Lord the Spirit Himself, for which we plead; and out of which, we
contend, none can persuade or argue. But what is simply imparted
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by man can as easily be removed by a similar agency, especially when
the great enemy takes advantage of that which has not been, as it
were, bumt into the soul by "line upon line, line upon line, precept
u{Jon precept, precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little."
Learning obtained at such a cost leads the possessor to give heed to
that solemn Scriptural injunction, " Buy the truth, and sell it not."
What we learn in the furnace of affliction, and save from the fire, we
not only value, but it abides with us; whereas that which" costs us
nothing" proves, in time of test and trial, to be of little worth. It
is only the pure gold that is fire-proof, and, sooner or later, " the
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is" (1 Cor. iii. 13).
But again, He teaches contemplatively. By which we mean, all the
Lord's lessons lead the· mind onward and homeward. In various
ways those in the school of Christ are reminded, day by day, that
"this is not their rest; it is polluted." In connexion with passing
circumstances of some kind or other, they are taught the great fact
of which Moses spake tu Israel when he said, " For ye are not as yet
come to the rest and the inheritance which the Lord your God giveth
you." Yea, so forcible and so significant are the Lord's teachings,
that He will not allow His children to settle upon their lees, or to
" make their rest" here. He loves them too well, and His gracious,
tender heart is too deeply set upon having them home with Himself
to allow them to make the creature a substitute for Himself, or the
world their home, in lieu of those mansions which He has gone on to
prepare and make ready for them. Hence, whatever the comforts,
attainments, privileges with which His loved ones may be indulged,
the great Writing Master ever keeps one copy-slip near His pupils,
and then again aUll again and again they are bidden to write out,
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth
I desire [in comparison with] Thee. My flesh and my heart
faileth; but God is the Strength of my heart, and my Portion for
ever" (Psalm lxxiii. 25, 26). Whilst His dear children realize the
great fact that He is "their Arm every morning," and daily and
hourly th8ir "Salvation also in the time of trouble," yet withal there
is tbat underlying, secret, prompting upward, onward, and homeward.
IJet their comforts or experiences be what they may, there is the daily
personal recognitionofthe great fact of which the Apostle testified when
he said, " Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended; but this
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. iii.
13, 14). In further proof that the Lord does teach contemplatively,
we read, at the close of the same chapter, " For our conversation is in.
heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Cbrist, who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is
able even to subdue all things unto Himself."
Ob, blessed contemplation! Glorious prospect! The laying down
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of this poor frail sinful tabernaol i ih (u n r baW hoard no more;
hell's artillery silenced for ever i th w rl
i l'Tln.lly overcome; the
stormy ocean crossed; the fail' hR.v n r a h d i ) n.in n.nu. lrmguishing,
sin and death, all things of th po. t, n vel' again f r 11 single moment
to be either felt or feared.
" 0 blissful dawn of nell ss day,
When sin shall ae and death shall die;
And Christ His gl l'y sba.ll display,
And' beam up n my I nging eye.
Cc Then, then, my
d, tl1is soul of mine,
Bought, dearly b ught, und made Thine own,
In Thy bright I'ighteousnp.ss shall sbine,
And hay its p rtion on Thy throne.
" Then wrapp'd in everlasting bliss,
'Midst b av n s innumerable throng,
Thy love shall all my pow'rs employ,
And be the theme of ev'ry song."

Lastly, with l' speet to the momentous question, "Who teacheth
like Him?" we may add, He teaches contentment. It may appear
contradictory that where there is the ardent" looking for that blessed
hope and the glorious app aring of' the great God and our SavioUT
Jesus Christ," of which the Apostle speaks in his epistle to Titus, or
as the Psalmist expressed it in much earlier day, "As for me, I will
behold Thy face in righteousne13s. I shall be satisfied when I awake
with Thy likeness," there should, at the same time, be contentment.
Yet such is the case, and we b~lieve it be one of the last lessons the
Lord teaches His dear children down here. The Apostle Paul had
well nigh done learning upon earth when he could say, as he did
say, in immediate connexion with what he had just before testified
about his conversation (or his citizenship) being in heaven, "Not as
though I had already attained, either were already perfect; but I
follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus" (Phil. iii. 12). It was a blessed-yea, a
most enviable-state to be brought to-to have a oneness of heart and
will with God; to be enabled emphatically to say, as Job, even under
his bitter anguish and dreadful sufferings, exclaimed, "All the days
of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come" (Job xiv. 14).
We are persuaded that the Lord brings His dear people to this blessed
submission-this holy contentment-before He takes them to Himself.
Their wills are completely absorbed in His. It is emphatically " Not
my will, but Thine be done." Whatever their previous self-will or
opposition, they are at length so brought down as not to turn a straw
to have aught changed. As long as there is fretfulness, peevishness,
rebellion, they have more to lea}"n. Other-and perhaps very, very
bitter-lessons are in waiting. Poor fidgetty, fretful, repining Martha,
"cumbered," as she was, "about much serving," had a terrible ordeal
to pass through before, at hearing that Jesus was coming, " she went
and met Him." The Lord knew how to CUTe her; He was at no loss
as to the manner in which IIe should fix that great truth about" the
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one thing needful" upon her heart. He takes her brother; and, when
the Lord took him, He took also her carefulness about the cumbersome trumpery of house and home. She no longer frets and fumes
about the trivials of time-things. The greater had been taken, the less
left. The jewel was gone, the casket only remained. She was beside
herself before; prodigal-like, although by a very different course, she
"comes to herself" now. When previously so "cumbered about much
serving," she had but onc Guest-a great and a glorious One, we
admit-but now she has many, for we read that "many of the Jews
came to Martha and Mary to comfort, them concerning their brother."
Had, however, any spoken to Martha about" serving," under present
circumstances, what indifference would she have exhibited. Now that
her beloved Lazarus was gone, how small the hold house and homo
had upon her heart; how little she thought about the way and manD_er
of entertaining her visitors. In plain language, had she spoken, she
would have said, "Take things as you find them. Make the
best of it. I see my folly now in that over-thought and care
and painstaking I have bestowed upon matters which neither
needed nor merited such all-engrossing' thoughL I have neglected
'the one thing needful,' about which my dear Lord and Master spoke,
in the intensity of my anxiety about things which, after all, are but
most transitory."
Ah, reader, depend upon it we are verily guilty here, as well as in
numberless other respects. We have reason, many of us at least, to
be thoroughly ashamed of ourselves on account of our want of contentment with such tMngs as wc have." When we think of' who we
once were, where we once were, and what we once feared, well may we
take shame to ourselves. Who were we? Why, poor Satan-possessed
sinners, dead in trespasses and sins! 1Vhere were we? In the world,
and bent upon having our fill of it, at all risks and hazards! What
afterwards did we fear? That hell and damnation would be our
irremediable and everlasting portion! And now, brought nigh by
the precious blood of Christ, believing that He hath in very deed
put away our sin by the sacrifice of Himself; having a good hope
through grace that in Him we are eternally freed from all eondemnation; and believing that because He lives we shall live also;
and that we shall one day see Him as He is, and be like Him, and
dwell with Him through a glorious and never-ending eternity; and
yet-and yet-alas! alas! in ourselves and of ourselves thankless!
thoughtless! trustless! Reader, personally we often wonder, with
respect to ourselves, that J ehovah does not say of such a dry, rotten,
fruitless thing, "Cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?" And
rely upon it, reader, if He were man, and not God, He would say
so.
Contentment! why, we are quite sure that, had the Most High put
it into the heart of some servant of His, the other day, to have said
with convincing power to the Czar, or the Emperor of all the Russias,
"I am commissioned from above to tender you, in exohange for all
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this dignity and parade, the lowly estate of a disciple of His, who,
although during his sojourn here is among the poorest, the humblest,
and most obscure, but is, nevertheless, an heir of God and a jointheir with Jesus Ohrist to all the glory and the blessedness of 'an
inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not
away;' could such a commissioned one, we repeat, have given the
Ozar at the same time a realizing conviction of the truth of his statement, the Emperor would not have hesitated one moment as to
accepting the exchange; for what are all human honours, and what
is all earthly grandeur, compared with durable riehes and righteousness? And yet to these the weakest and the meanest of the
Lord's loved and loving ones have a covenant right and title, of which
all the powers of earth 01' hell shall never deprive them. Oh, what
grounds, then, for godly and God-honouring contentment!
Reader, "who teacheth like Him?" and mark, with respect to
His teaching, He teaches condescendingly, considerately, comprehensively,
conclusively, contemplatively, and to the personal realization of that
" godliness with contentmeitt, which is great gain."
St. Luke's, Bedminster, May 27th, 1874.
THE EDITOR.

THE OHRISTIAN'S SIGN-POST.
THE way for true peace, riches, dignity, joy, strength, and glory, is not
in the world, but in the narrow pathway which leads to eternal life, and
is called separation from the world. In this pathway you do not need
the world's wisdom, which is foolishness; the world's pleasures, which
are vanity and vexation of spirit; the world's society, which is enmity to
God; the world's help, which is perfect weakness; nor the world's
philosophy, which is to do without Ohrist. But be ye separate, and
touch not these unclean things; be independent of all, by being more
dependent on God. Then you shall have wisdom more precious than
rubies; pleasmes satisfying, unfading, and for evermore; society: of
the choicest kind, kings of heavenly origin, help that shall never fail,
but bring you off more than conqueror; philosophy above the reach of
Grecian or Athenian, where the powers of Aristotle and Newton must
fail; the wisdom God in a mystery; to the Jews a stumbling-block;
to the Greeks foolishness; but unto them who are saved the power of
God and the wisdom of God.
J. MILEY.

IT is only by continually coming to the house of God we have fellowship one with another; it is only by continually coming to the throne of
grace" we obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need;" it is only
by coming continually to the ,Vord of God we get comfort and snpport;
it is only by coming continua:ly to the Lord Jesus Ohrist as to a living
stone, chosen of God, and precious, we feel Him precious, we see Him
altogether lovely, and we find Him to be All in all; hence we may infer
that these things belong to our pea(:e, accompany salvation, and are
sought out by all them who have pleasure therein.-S. Adams.
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GOD'S WAY OF DEALING WITH SINNERS SAVED.
" I will learl them in paths they have not known."-IsAIAH xlii. 16.

IN our last "Notes" we drew attention to God's way of saving sinners, so
contrary to man's thoughts and persuasions in the mattor. We now take
up the thread of our weaving, and by the Lord's help propose looking
at His way of dealing with sinners saved; for, verily, He "will lead them
in paths that they have not known." Now, before there can be any
walking in the ways of the Lord, there mu/?t be life; therefore, the first
act of the Lord the Spirit is to new create. Ah, how little we hear, in
the present day, of this grand old doctrine of the regenerating power of
the Holy Ghost, without which, we do not hesitate to affirm, our relig'ion
is a worthlells thing. What saith the Scriptures? "If any mau be in
Christ, he is a new creature;" and such are said to be "partakers of
the divine nature," "saved by the washing of regeneration and renewiug
of the Holy Ghost." What a wonderful work this is, producing a knowledge of God and likeness to Christ; causing us to hate sin, and loathe
self on account of it; making us to delight in spiritual things, and no
longer care for the trifles and vanities of the world; "for whatsoever is
born of God overcometh the world," and this is the victory that overcometh the world--our faith, and without it we never can enter the
kingdom of heaven. Be it ours, then, dear reader, in all our testimony
and teaching, to bring out prominently this all-important foundation
doctrine of the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost.
But how, it may be asked, is this spiritual life produced? We think
it is effected by the voice of God, and that, "where the word of a King
is, there is power." For instance, in Ezekiel's vision of the resurrection
of dry bones, there was a shaking, anel the bones came together, bone to
his bone, and tho sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the skin
covered them above, but there was no breath in them. But when the Lord
Goel said, "Come from the four winds, 0 breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live," then" the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army." How
contrary this to the teaching of the day! The galvanic action of free
will is passed through the dead body, which is bidden to come to Christ.
True, that body may give some spasmodic quiverings and twitchings,
but it will fall back again into its natural state, a dead thing as before.
The voice of man can effect nothing. It must be the voice of God alone
which can bring to life. This fact is shown us in the case of Jairus's
daughter: (, Thy daughter is dead. Why troublest thou the Master any
further?" But when Jesus drew near to the lifeless body, and with His
kingly power said unto her, "Damsel, I say unto thee, Arise," straightway she arose and walked, and they were astonished with a great
astonishment. Yes, the Lord's way of dealing with a dead sinner will
astonish those who watch His mighty way of working. The same fact
also is exemplified in the raising of Lazarus from the dead. He was, to
all intents and purposes, dead; decomposition had begun to do its work.
But what matters this? " Jesus cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come
forth. And he that was dead came forth," and Jesus bid them loose him
aUfllet him go.
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And this bringing to life by the voice of God is nothing more nor less
than what we understand by divine callin,g-that unmistakable call which
reaches the heart, concerning which the Apostle Paul so touchingly
writes: "But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's
womb, and called me by His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might
preach among the heathen, immediately I conferred not with flesh and
blood." Ah, this is a real change, and no greater proof can we have of
it than that flesh and blood are cast aside, no more to be trusted in or
depended upon. A chosen vessel unto the Lord. Whatever place :flesh
and blood had before, they must have none now. This calling, which levels
the creature and exalts the Saviour, is lasting and effectual, for it is of
divine ordination, purpose, and power. " As many as were ordained to
eternal life believed;" such life and such believing being the result of
the power of God and the wisdom of God. This is the Lord's order of
things, and not man's. Mark it well, beloved-life first, believing the
result; such life and such believing issuing from the ordination of the
Lord, and put in operation by His power and wisdom. A safe basis this.
This is the way He has revealed Himself unto us, and, therefore, we
must give Rim all the glory. And well does the writer recollect, at the
time of the Lord's first calling him, how precious were dear Joseph Irons'
words to the point; and, though many a winter has been passed since
then, they come up in review with a divine savour" Early rescued from temptation,
Taught to shun the fowler's snare,
Blest with knowledge of salvation,
And employed in praise and prayer;
Jesus owns me,
And His glory I'll declare.
"Early conquered, melted, pardoned,
By my Saviour's powerful voice;
Not in love with sin, and hardened,
But as His eternal choiceJ ~sus owns me,
And in Rim I must rejoice."
We know that there are many in the present day who would say,
" Oh, you have long since done with 'divine calling.' You are growing
old in the service, and why talk the talk of the child?" Ah, beloved,
we cannot feel this, and do not want to do so. We love to drink over
again of the old truths and past rejoicings, and it strengthens our faith
to look back upon them as "landmarks;" beside which, as a father,
with dear ones growing up, we seem to live with them, and our heart is
melted within us when we trace in their lispings the fact, that they, too,
are the called of the Lord, and can say, "Jesus owns me." Ah, we only
wish we had over again more of those first love-visits which were accompanied with a warmth and savour not felt in after-days.
And then, inseparable from this divine calling, is irresistible coming.
"The Lord said unto my Lord "-that is, Christ said unto the eternal
Father-" Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power." "Draw
me, and I will run after Thee." Was it not thus that you learned
Christ, beloved? that you became first savingly acquainted with the
Lord, and drawn to His feet? Can we ascribe it to anything else than
the irresistible grace of God, working in us to will and to do of His own
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good pleasure, which pleasure was manifested in the outgoings of His
love and mercy to the most undeserving; so that, whatever others say
about it, our song experimentally wrought in us is~
" Mercy met me in the way,
Mercy taught my soul to pray;
Mercy shone aruund me bright.
And when blind restored my sight? "
Ab, and did not a sense of that mercy melt our spirits before the Lord?
a realization which reminds us that this divine calling and irresistible
coming, to which we have referred, will always be accompanied more or
less with lwcwtjelt contrit~·on. As we behold the Saviour, we are made
to feel it is the sinner that has been drawn to Him with the chords of
love; and, oh! the depths there now seem in that word, " a sinner!" It
is something more now than the acknowledgment, "Oh, yes, I know I
am a sinner!" It is, " Ab! me, I feel I am one." Well, what a mercy it is
to feel it and know it by the teaching of the Spirit, and in the light and
purity of the Saviour; and the reality of the work will be evidenced in
our discovering the perfect hopelessness and helplessness of the creature,
and that, if we are to be righteous, to be holy, to be pure, to be sanctified, it can only be as we stand in His righteousness, in His holiness, in
His purity, and in His sanctification accepted in the Beloved.
And, then, accompanying this divine calling, irresistible coming, and
heart contrition, tbere will be heavenly communication. Ah! of such a
character that, although a moment before we have been chained to earth,
and logged down by the clouds of the valley, in a moment, when J eSllS
reveals Himself, looking up, we exclaim, like Mary, in hallowed recognition, "Master!" Oh, then, "or ever I was aware, my soul made me like
the chariots of Amminadib." Swift are the goings forth of the graces
of the Spirit, and in the embrace of faith we declare, " I will not let Thee
go except Thou bless me." Sweet seasons. Oh! how seldom realized
in after experience. We get so cold, so formal, so absorbed in the things
of time. Lord, forgive us, and visit us as Thou used to do. Let the
power of first love-visits come over again, that our strength may be
renewed like the eagles. Now, as we have said before, there is a reality
and an inward power accompanying such a work that stamps it to be of
God the Spirit; and it is in this way, then. that the Lord begins His
work with the sinner, dead in trespasses and sins, and" leads him into
paths which he has not known." And this work of grace in the soul is
er, quiet and not sensational 'Wo1·k-the real children of God are not great
talkers. It is true that some of the ministers of the Gospel may have an
enviable fluency of utterance, the needful gift of the Spirit j but, as a
rule, the man who knows most of his own heart and its defilement, and
most of his precious Lord and His purity, is a man of few words. What
he says he says tremblingly and fearfully, lest he should be beguiled into
saying anytbing which he does not feel. And this always appears to us
a touchstone to the reality of the grace within. Sensational and expel'ience meetings may be got up, and to the one of mere head knowledge
they are grand opportunities fOl' telling out much; but ask the living
child of God to tell out what he feels, and he will shrink from it, and
can tell much more to the Lord than he can to his neighbour. It ill true,
when he gets with a few kindred spirits, that he can tell of Jesus; but
tho real work of God in the soul engenders confidence in Christ, but
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none in the creature, which results in a quiet ucportment rather than in
sensational doings. In looking back upon the way the Lord has led us,
not a few cases which bear upon the point before us come up in review.
We remember on one occasion being invited to be present at a l'evival
meeting in a country village. After the introduction of strange doings
and exciting utterances, the preacher wished the congregation to be
divided into three parts; those who had come to Christ that night were
to retire into the vestry to tell their tale, those who were under conviction to remain in the body of the church to be talked to, while those
Christians who wished were to go into the schoolroom to hold a prayermeeting. We retired with the last company, but never did we feel more
tongue-tied than then; indeed, the meeting, after the fashion of Quakers,
was a silent one. Leaving the room, we foand outside a Christian
brother, and, in the mutual expressions of our feelings, found that we
were both alike miserable, and had come to the conclusion that the
work was not of the Lord. No; we more than ever believe that deep
waters are still, and that the real work of grace 'Within is not accompanied with sensational exuberance or spasmodic eHort. What we love
to see is the tear trickling down the cheek, where the only utterances
that are made are before the Lord in broken sig-hs and cries; and such,
we believe, is the heart lan.quage of the fam£ly of God.
Then, again, this inward work of grace will always be accompanied
by a peculiar love for and drawing to the brethren, especially in younger
days of experience. Who does not remember feeling that to get into
the societ.y of the Lord's dear people was the greatest happiness on earth?
And as some brother has poured out his soul in prayer at the throne of
grace, or told us precious things concerning Christ, one has felt a love to
such a one far surpassing what we understand by natural affection.
It is true, in more ripened experience, we see so much of the weakness
and infirmities of the creature, even among the children of God, that we
become more careful and cautious. Still, when Christ is manifested in
the character, life, and conversation, there is a knitting to such to which
we can better refer than describe, and" by this we know that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren." And, in a
review of the past, is it not cheering to think of the seasons we have
realised with ,e kindred spirits ?" And now, though it may be there is
with us a natural reserve and timidity, yet we could not help telling one
another of the Lord's goodness and mercy to us by the way, and to think
that the Lord Himself is a lively Spectator of such meetings in the
wilderness as the Prophet Malachi tells us: " Then they that feared the
Lord spake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it,
and a book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared
the Lord and thought of His name." Why, how completely He is with
His people-interested in all that interests them. Nay, in secret, He is
the very roothold of all they enjoy and realize of a spiritual character.
We have often said, and repeat it with increased conviction, that there
never was a time when the eternal Father saw Christ as Christ apart
from His Church-she has been from all eternity bound up in Him; and,
with regard to the future, He adds, "They shall be mine in that day
when I make up my jewele." Then, with regard to the way in which
the Lord deals with sinners, how plain it is that He works as a Sovereign,
"doing as seemest Him good in the armies of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth." :Especially is this seen in the dist.inguishing
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grace He exercises according to His divine will in taking one here and
another there, and bringing them into the fold of Ohrist, that, as John
says, "He may gather together in one the children of Gvd that are
scattered abroad." Thus two may be sittin~ side by side listening to
the Word preached; the one shall be melted under it into tears, the
other remain as hard as the stones of the building; the one shall receive
the quickening influence of the Spirit of God, and the other know
nothing of what is passing within. Saul, on his way to Damascus,
was suddenly struck to the ground by a light from heaven, and, when a
voice called to him, he recognised that it was the Lord's, and said, " Lord,
what wilt Thou have me to do?" The men who journeyed with him
knew that something was going on which caused them to stand speechless; they heard a voice, but .saw no man. Oh, how many hear a voice,
but never feel that it is the Lord Jesus speaking home with power to
their souls. There were two thieves crucified with Jesus, the one on the
right hand and the other on the left; one railed on Him, but, mighty
grace touching the heart of the other, he appealed to the Saviour, and
said, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom, and
Jesus said unto him, To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise." Oan
anything more strongly prove the divine sovereignty than this fact? And
was it not so, beloved, in our own personal experience? When the Word
pierced and penetrated our heart, those who were round abont us knew
nothing of the matter; the secret was with ourselves before the Lord.
Ab, there is a reality about a work like this that is not to be found in
connection with man-made revivals, and experience thrusts upon us the
observation that we have no sympathy with the work of excitement
which is going on ai; the present day, together with extravagant mottoes
to catch the eye and play upon the feelings we see around; all of which
leave the heart untouched, unsanctified, unsaved.
We will not affirm that there is nothing genuine accompanying the
work we refer to, nor would we limit the operation of the Holy Ghost,
but in the main it is all so unlike vital godliness and its accompaniments
that it occurs to us to savour far more of the creature than Ohrist; and
a religion that springs from mere animal excitement, from a startling
event of Providence, or a striking appeal from the pulpit, is all offrames
and feelings, and passes away like a morning cloud or the early
dew.
Another matter well known to the children of God in connection with
His dealings and discipline with them is that of the LORD's withholdings.
Jacob, when under fear and trembling on account of his brother Esau,
appealed to the Lord thus: "Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and
make thy seed as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for
multitude." What a blank there was put upon the promise as he
thought; afterwards J oseph was taken from him, Simeon was to go too,
deep called unto deep in His experience. We cannot wonder at His
reminding God of His promise, " Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good."
The Lord never says anything, never promises anything-, He will not perform. In Jacob's case, as in every other, what the Lord said, He did,
and His" withholdings" are pregnant with blessings. It is the hovering of a cloud over our pathway that is
" Big with mercies, and shall break
In blessings o'er our heads."
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Then, as we go on in divine things, there will be deeper paths to enter,
the traversing of which will often cause us to sigh out, "0 Lord, I am
oppressed, undertake for me." Ah, we are sure to get all of us a cross in
one way or another, and to think our own specially heavy to carry; and,
as we go on in the pilgrimage of life, the Lord, for very wise reasons,
leads us, in connection both with providence and grace, in paths that we
have not: known, and depths we never dreamt of. "Neverthele88 "-oh,
sweet" nevertheless," the Lord's own declaration-" nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to
fail." And, if we have to go down into the depths of God's providences, we
shall find treasures there amidst the darkness that we should never gain
if we experienced only the surface of things; and, if the waters do compass us about, even to the soul, and the depths close round about us,
while weeds are wrapped about our heads, yet shall we learn down
there in the depths with J onah that" salvation is of the Lord;" and, if
the waves and billows do toss our little bark upon their crested uplifting-s,
yet they shall not overwhelm us; on the contrary, they will but waft us
more quickly to the haven of rest. And how these deeper leadings
bring us to et mellowing 8ilence,. and, if we say but little, it is because we
think the more. " I was dumb, and opened not my mouth, because Thou
didst it." Ah! what a secret is here-a watching and waiting while the
Lord does His own work-a feeling that the creature, in connection with
such leadings, is so utterly helpless that his wisest position is to "sit
still." And this not attributable to weakness, but really to a gaining
strength in the Lord, for their strength is to sit still. And, when the Lord
thus works, there is nothing abortive, no hasty or imperfect fruit is the
result, but the real fruit of the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit enjoyedand developed. All this is apart and distinct from anything that
the creature can do-it is the operation of the Holy Spirit upon the life
of God in the soul, it is the life more abundantly which is the work of
the Holy Ghost; and all this tones down and tempers the child of God,
mellowing him for a brighter and better world.
Ah! are not these things so, beloved? Do you not know the truth of
them in personal experience? Is not the Lord verifying His declaration
to us, "I will bring the blind by a way that they know not; I will
lead them in paths that they have not known. I will make darkness light
beforo them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them,
and not forsake them;" and, in the accomplishment of this, we must meet
with much that staggers and silences us; but never mind, those sweet
words break in upon the soul, "Thy mercy, 0 Lord, is in the heavens, and
Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. Thy righteousness is like the
great mountains; Thy judgments are a great deep. 0 Lord, Thou preservest
man and beast. How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, 0 God; therefore
the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Thy wings." These
are things to trust in, beloved; God's mercy, God's faithfulness, God's
righteousness, God's loving-kindness; and, if He has put in His" judgments," it is for a wise end, and they all work for our good and His
glory.
And, in conclusion, we would say that, whatever we have to experience
in connection with the Lord's dealings with us, yet is there ample reason
why we should trust Him, and not be afraid to trust. He has many and
many a time stood by us in hours of need, and what we could not possibly
do for ourselves He has done for us, and in some cases made even our
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very enemies to be at peace with us.

Oh! then, we l'epeat, beloved,

" TRUST HIM."

" Sure the Lord thus far has brought us,
By His watchful tender care,
Sure 'tis He Himself has taught us
How to seek His face by prayer;
After 80 much mercy past,
Will He give us up at last P"
.

Emphatically we reply, "No, no, He will not."
And now, as once more, beloved, we close our" Notes" and drop them
into the post, our prayer is, 0 Lord, accompany them with ~hy
power and blessing to some some felt poor and needy ones of Thy famIly,
and to Thy own name shall be all the praise and glory. Amen.
Wanstead.·

G. C.

DIVINE LOVE.
" God commendeth E£s love to us."

IT is worthy of observation that Paul does not say God commends His
mercy, or His grace, but, which is yet more emphatical, delightful, and
wonderful, His love. It deserves also to be remarked, that the Father's g£ving
or send£ng of His own Son, and the voluntary death of Jesus for us, are
most commonly ascribed to the love, not the mercy, or the grace, of the
Father, and of the Son: but the blessings bestowed for the sake of Christ
are more commonly represented as flowing from grace or mercy. Mercy,
grace, and love, are different modifications of goodness, which may be
thus distinguished: mercy is goodness to the miserable, grace is goodness
to the unworthy, and love is goodness "delighting- in the happiness" of
its objects. When God has completely delivered His people from all the
penal effects of their apostacy, they will no longer be the objects of His
goodness, under the strict notion of mercy; because mercy has regard to
m£sery. When they are perfectly free from all the unworthiness attending
depravity and guilt, they will no longer be the objects of divine goodness,
under the apostolic notion of grace; for grace, in the writings of Paul
(Rom. iii. 24; Eph. ii. 5-9), respects the unworthiness of a 8~'nful creature. But saints will ever be the blessed objects of divine goodness, under
the delightful notion of love. Holy angels are the objects of divine goodness, under the notion of love, but not of mercy, or of grace, in the apostolic
sense of those terms, when used respecting sinners.-Booth.
OUR dear Lord oftentimes visited GethsAmane, 8aith the beloved
disciple, no doubt to pray and meditate when His soul was to be sore
amazed and exceeding sorrowful. Should not we oftentimes in faith
visit Calvary, where our blessed Lord finished the cup of wrath, and pray
and meditate with" Lord, remember me?" Jesus gave up His sweet conversation with His disciples to go to that place, saying, "Arise, let us go
hence ;" and so should we yield all up to go with Bim there; love will
draw our hearts to Calvary, our faith to the cross, and love, even everlasting love, we shall find and enjoy there.-8. Adams.
PRAYER is the polishing stuff of the Christian armour; for it is communion with God; it is sweetest sympathy with Jesus; it is fellowship
with all the saints.
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BLESSING.
vi. 22-27.)
<FIFTlI LEOTURE UPON THE OFFICE OF THE HIGH PRmsT, BY TilE REV. THE
lION. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, BARFORD ST. MARTIN, APRIL 5, 1848.
(NmlBEltS

To bless, in the name of the Lord, was a distinct and a very important
part of the d~ties of the .high. priest. .It is,. acc~rdingly, sometimes
mentioned by Itself; sometImes III connectIOn WIth hIS other offices (see
Deut. xxi. 5; 1 Chron. xxiii. 13).
We have already considered the offering of sacrifice and the burning
of incense by the high priest; we have seen how they shadowed forth
the one Sacrifice made once for all, and the perpetual intercession of the
Lord Jesus, that Great High Priest, who, having" by Himself purged
our sins," "is passed into the heavens," "now to appear in the presence
.of God for us" (Reb. i. 3; iv. 14; ix. 24).
Let us proceed now to see how Aaron, in blessing the people, was a
;type of the Lord Jesus, of whom it was said, Acts iii. 25, 26. Before
doing so, I would have you clearly understand the Scriptural meaning of
ihat word, "bless." It has, in Holy Scripture, three distinct senses. In
the first place, it is used to signify the giving of thanks and praise to
God. Thus, for example, Psalm ciii. 1; 1 Chron. xxix. 10, 20; and
surely this is a duty His people owe to Rim (Col. ii. 6, 7); it is a duty
ihey owe to themselves (Neh. viii. 10). Hearken to Paul in Eph. i. 3 ;
to Peter, 1st Epistle i. 3; see also Rev. v. 11-13. This, then, is the
first sense of the word" bless," to give thanks and praise to God.
In the ,second place, the word" bless" means solemnly to express and
declare to another, one's own desire that Jehovah would confer temporal
and spiritual geod upon them. Thus did Jacob, in all his father's fondness, bless Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of Joseph (Genesis xlviii.
15, 16). Thus did the same Jacob, >rhen he was dying, bless all his
children, and Joseph especially (Gen. xlix. 25, 26). In the third place,
to bless means to confer spiritual and temporal good; and in this sense
Jehovah alone can bless (see mention of temporal blessing, Gen. xxiv.
35; of spiritual, Eph. i. 3).
Hence we see, first, that man blesses God when he offers Him thanks
and pmise for His great benefits bestowed· upon him. Secondly, man
blesses man when he declares unto him his own desire that J ehovah
would bestow benefit upon him. Thirdly, God blesses man when He
bestows benefits upon him.
Now, it must be at once evident that when Am'on was said to bless the
congregation of Israel, it was only in the second of these senses that the
word was used. He solemnly, and in the form of a prayer, expressed to
them a desire that J ehovah would do great things for them. More than
this he could not do. But what Aaron could not do, that J ehovah
graciously promised that He would do. "I will bless them" (Num. vi.
22-27). We have, in the passage taken for our text, both the prayer
and the promise.
And now see the superiority of the blessing of our Great High Priest
to the bles~ing of Aaron. Our High Priest both declares the good will
D D
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of J ehovah concerning us, and also executes to us those His gracious'
purposes (Num. xxii. 6). Did I say that our High Priest declares the
good will of J ehovah concerning us ? (John xvii. 6, 26.) Did I say that
om' High Priest executes all Jehovah's loving purposes concerning us?
(Isaiah liii. 10.) Thus again, as it respects the expression of J ehovah's
good will, wlrat was at the beginning of Jesus' ministry? (Matt. v. 3-12.)
What was its ending? (Luke xxiv. 50, 51.) And what is, in respect of
the exerution of Jehovah's goodwill, declared (as we have already seen)
concerning Jesus in Acts iii. 26 ?
Having now established the meaning of the word" bless," let us pro-ceed to considerI. The words of the blessing of Aaron.
n. Th9 person blessed. .
Ill. The time of blessing.
IV. The place of blessing.
I. Notice the terms in which the blessing was first given (Num. vi.
24, 25, 26). Observe the threefold nature of this blessing; it consists of
three c:lauses. May it not very well be compared with that threefold
bles>ing which is written in 2 Cor. xiii. 14? and again with the threefold
blesEilJgwhich we have in Rev. i. 4,5? Surely (as the Jews themselves,
from certain peculiar marks in the letters, acknowledge) there is a
mystery in this threefold blessing of Aaron; and what mystery can that
be save the mystery of the ever-blessed and glorious Trinity?
Let us look into the blessing more narrowly; how does it begin?
What is the fhst of the three clauses? "The Lord bless thee, and keep
thee." Doth not this remind us of the origin to which the Lord Jesus
traces all the blessings of the everlasting covenant? What is that origin?
It is the love of the eternal Father (John xvii. 6, 23).
a':! the Son
giycn "a Ransom for many?" (Matt. xx. 28.) Yea, "a Ransom for all"
(1 Tim. ii. 6) them that believe in His name (John iii. 16). ATe the
redeemed called in? Are they taken one of a city, two of a family, and
brought to Zion ? Who is it that thus blesseth them? (Rom. viii. 28, 29 ;
Gal. iv. 6.) Indeed, there is no one else can achieve so great a work
(John vi. 44). Well, then, doth the triune blessing begin by the prayer,
"The Lord "-Jehovah, the Father, bless thee; for, indeed, He it
is who doth bless His people "with all spiritual blessings in Christ
Jesus" (Eph. i. 3); yea, and John vi. 65. Which of us can truly say
1 Peter i. 3? Many, I verily believe, are ready either to acknowledge,
01' to a~k for great temporal benefits, but will not some take the prayer
of J abez as recorded in 1 Chron. iv. 10 ?
Notice, further, that the blessing runs, "The Lord bless thee, and
keep thee." If the Lord the Father hath been pleased to bless any poor
soul, can that poor soul keep itself? No! Its wants, as respects the
body, are manifold; its needs, as respects the soul, are much greater.
The Father will provide for the body; the Father will preserve the soul
(Matt. vi. 31, 32; John x. 29). Let me beg the dear people of God to
remember this part of the blessing of Aaron (Ps. xxxiv. 10; Ps. cxxi. 7);
and then, to crown all, call to mind the word that is written in Ps. cxxi. 4.
vVe must now proceed to the second clause of the Levitical blessing:
"The Lord make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee."
It is in Jesus, the eternal Son, that the Father is able to be gracious.
Are His people chosen? They are chosen in Him (Eph. i. 4). Are His
people spared through many years of rebellion? It is in Christ J csus
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that they Ill' thu proserved (fud 1). AI' thoy quickened? are they
justified? 'rh ir quickening, their justiu ati D, is in Ohl'ist (John v. 26;
Rom. Hi. 211.). In short, all spiritual bl s iD~S 111'0 in and through
Ohrist ( "ph. i. 3; 2 001'. iv. 6); and this is sigm1i d in the word~, "the
Lord mul J Lis face shine upon thee;" for Ohl'ist is indeed "the Light
of th w 1'11" (John viii. 12).
ut wb DC doth such mercy spring? Of man's works? No! (Titus
iii.5.)
f man's own will? No! (John vi. 44.) Truly roan's will is
wh lJy set in him to do evil (Gen. vi. 5). Whence, then, doth this
kinc1n ss come? From grace; from free, sovereign, distinguishing grace
(2 Tim. i. 9; Eph. ii. 7; 1 Oar. xv. 10). Hence the beauty of that
p tition in Aaron's blessing, "The Lord make His face shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee." Doth any poor soul desire to have this
blessing? Let them remember that all is of grace (1 Tim. i. 14), and that
God's grace prcceeds not upon man's rules (see Esther ii. 17; Ps. cxiii. 7).
We must now proceed to the third clause of Aaron's blessing: "The
Lord lift up His countenance UpOll thee, and give thee peace." If the
Father hath blessed a poor soul with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Ohrist, it is the work of the Spirit to give the enjoyment of such
great benefits. It is the work of the Spirit to make the soul to blossom
and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit. Hence the prayer of
Paul (Rom. xv. 13); hence the promises of Jesus in His last conversation
with His die iples (John xiv. 18; xvi. 7).
Deal' Ohristians, lot us not be content without the fulfilment of this
triuno blessing in our own cases; let us not rest without enjoying, by the
blessing of the eternal Spirit, the love of the Father and the gift of the
Son (1 John i. 4; Heb. vi. 11, 12).
Such, then, is the formula of Aaron's blessing. But who are
n. The persons blessed? (Num. vi. 23-27.) The persons blessed were
the children of Israel. The blessings of Jesus, the Son of God, our Great
IIigh Priest, are not confined to anyone family or nation after the flesh
(Gen. xxii. 18); therefore is 001. iii. 11 written. And yet are they confined to one spiritual people, to the Israel of God (Psalm iii. 8; xxix. 11).
It is marvellous that any can give sleep to their eyes, or slumber to their
eyelids, until they know that they are of "the Israel of God." I know
tbat there are (if I may so speak) common blessings, shared by all mankind-creation, preservation, long-suffering, forbearance, and so forth;
and these blessings are communicated in and through Ohrist; so that it
is said, "That was the true light which lighteth every man that cometh
into the world" (John i. 9).
.
But, brethren, these are not saving blessings. What I would press
upon you is tbis, not to rest until you have the peculiar blessing of the
peculiar people; for, indeed, as there are those for whom Jesus prayeth
.not (John xvii. 9), so are there some whom Jesus blesseth not (R)m. ix.
16,17, 18). Ob, then, "give diligence to make your calling and election
sure" (2 Petor i. 10). I may now go on to remark,
Ill. Upon the time when this blessing was pronounced. It appears to
have been after the offering of incense (see Lev. ix. 22, 23; see also Luke
i. 9-11; 21, 22). May we not well conclude that all the blessings that
descend upon "the Israel of God" are poured down, in answer to Jesus'
pleading, upon His waiting people? "Ask, and it f/hall be given you"
(Matt. vii. 7); "Watch unto prayer" (1 Peter iv. 7); "Pray without
ceasing" (1 Thess. v. 17).
DD
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Dear people, are we waiting for our High Priest to come forth and
bless us? waiting not carelessly, but prayerfulIy (see Psalm lxxxi. 10;
xxii. 26). Oh, remember the words of the Holy Ghost, by the mouth of
St. James (iv. 3). Let us now observe,
IV. The place in which this blessing was pronounced. It was pronounced at the door of the tabernacle, when all things had been rightly
set in order. And so is it most certain that the blessing of J ehovahJesus is most largely poured forth where His children are walking
together orderly, fmitfully, in love (Psalm cxxxiii.). There is such a
thing as Gospel order and unity, and how much soever people, ignorant
ot God's will, as revealed in His Word, may refuse to submit themselves
to them that have the rule over them, on the score of Christian liberty,
it is certain that they thereby rob themselves and others of much blessing
(see 1 Thess. iii. 13; Col. ii. 2; Psalm cxlvii. 13; cxxxii. 15). Oh, then,
Eph. iv. 14.
In conclusion, let me remind all that J mus is the only High Priest who
effectually blesses. We cannot be priests to ourselves. Our fellow-men
cannot bless us, neither can ordinances :.tlone prove blessings (Ezekiel
xxxiv. 23-31). But Jesus came to b1ess, in turning us from our iniquities
(Acts iii. 26); and oh, may any who believe themselves to be thus blessed,
whether masters or mistresses, fathers or mothers, brothers or si&ters,
neighbours or friends, remember the word spoken to Abram, "I will
bless the(), and thou shalt be a blessing." Oh, that there may inderd be
showers of blessing!
GLuiIPSES HERE !-THE GLORY HEREAFTER!
THE S l3STANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED AT 'l'llORNTON
REV. s. ADAlIS, VICAR.

CHunCH, l3Y TilE

"Lo, these arJ parts of His ways; but how little aportion is heard of Him?
but the thunder of His power who ean understand? "-JOB xxvi. 14.
By the good providence of our God we are brought again to the house
of prayer for all people-for all their wants and for all their sins. We
have come to-day to behold the King of Israel, to see His countenance of
glory, to hear His voice of mercy, and to sit at His feet and .hea~· His
words of love and life, of grace and truth; for one wants to see Jesus,
another to follow Him; one is in need of comfort, another of peace; a
third is anxious to get a promise, a fourth to obtain pardon, a fifth to
find mercy; for we are come to Bethesda, to be made whole of whatsoever
disease we labour under. Everyone who is waiting for the moving of
the waters by the angel, wants more life, love, grace, strength, peace,
joy, faith, hope, holiness, righteousness, and salvation. Thus we all meet
together, Sabbath after Sabbath, within these aged walls, as poor, undone,
wretched, lost, and the chief of sinners.
First, then, I ask of you all, Have you considered God's servant Job?
for the Lord saith, "There is none like him in all the earth." God had
given him everything his heart could desire, but the Lord suffered Satan
to deprive him of all in one day-all his thousands of cattle, and all his
childrsn. Nevertheless, he did not complain, nor murmur a word, but
he blessed the Lord for dealing thus with him. He knew and believed
the Lord had given him all these, and the Lord had taken them all away;
and that He could and would give him greater things than these. But
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tLis was not all j for, to prove the devil was a liar from the beginning,
aud will bo to th eud, the Almighty suffer cl him to strike His servant
Job with s 1'0 boils, from his head to his feet, and then to stir up his
wife to t mIlt him to curse God and to slay himself. But Job said to her,
"You p a]( foolishly; shall we receive good at the hands of the Lord
on . dny, and shall we not receive evil from the evil one another day?
IT th n t oel set the day of prosperity and the day of advorsity, the ono
v l' against the other, for us to oonsider His might ?" Job then sat down
in th midst of the ashes of his sacrifices and wept sore.
ow observe, my friends, how wonderfully the Lord speaks of His
8 rvant Job-that there was none like him in all the earth for patience,
humility, and poverty. But of whom oould this be trnly said except of
our Lord Jesus Ohrist? who, though He was rich in heaven, for our
sakes became poor in this world; for He laid aside His glory, and took
upon Him the form of a servant, and had not 'where to lay His head,
and humbled Himself "to death, even the death of the oross, that we,
through His poverty," His ignominy, and His sufferings, "might be I·ich."
Again, how wonderfully Job exalts the Lord of all power and might
when he said, "Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we
not receive evil ?" Ought we not, therefore, to consider His servant Job,
and follow him who said, "Lo, these are parts of His ways," "for His
goings forth have b ell from of old, from everlasting;" the Lord wont forth
for the salvation of His people? It ploased J ehovah-the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit-to go forth in the councils of old in purposes of grace,
mercy, and love, in the eloction of His people, whereby they are at a
predestinated time created for Him to be saved by Him and to glorify
Him. Thus J ehovah, of His own good will and good pleasure, entered
into an everlasting covenant of grace, and, according to that covenant,
His people are called out of darkness into His marvellous light, they are
born again of the Spirit, conformed unto the image of Ohrist, taught of
God the Father-and who teacheth like Him ?-and thus translated into
the kingdom of God. Now, as they remember from whence they were
hewn, and the hole of the pit from whence they were digged, they stand
still and wonder, admire and adore that grace which saves them, and
teaches them, and roigns in them. They are often overcome" in their
minds at the unparalleled goodnes3 of God to them; i;hey are confounded
and silent; f01" all they can say or think is what their Lord saith, "Even
so, Father, for soit seemed good in Thy sight." Now, if you are a child
of God, you will daily exclaim to yourself, "Lord, who am I that Thou
shouldest take knowledge of me, and what was my father's house but a
house of sin and death? Why me, Lord? Why me, even me, tht' greatest
rebel, the chief of sinners, "and no more worthy to be called Thy son ?"
" Ob, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be !"
Now, it pleases God the Holy Ghost to take of the things of God, His
covenant of grace, His counsels of old, His loving-kindness (Jer. xxxiii. 2),
and His truth which endureth f01" ever. And, moreover, it is the good
pleasure of the Holy One to take of the things of Ohrist, as He said,
and show them unto you as yours - even His grace, His glory, His
kingdom, His righteousness, His peace, and His truth. Such see and
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven; they behold, and admire,
and adore. Now I wish you to distinguish between the comings forth of
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the Lord Jesus from the Father, and His goings forth with the Father in
eternity; then all will be clear unto you.
Again, there are the ways of the Almighty in creation, and these aro
past finding out by all our naturalists and geologists; and there are the
ways of His providence, which are often strange, deep, mysterious, and
wonderful to the believer, for "His way is in the sea, and His path in
great waters, and His footsteps are not known." N evedheless, we know
the ways of wisdom "are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are
peace." The Lord saith by the Prophet, "I will bring the blind "-and
who is blind but the Lord's servant?-" by a way that they know not:
I will lead them iu paths that they have not known. I will make
darkness light before them, and crooked things straight: these things I
will do unto them, and not forsake them" (Isaiah xlii. 16). What a
way is this! Darkness and light; crooked things and straight; very
perplexing to carnal reason and to flesh and blood, but so it is we cm
witness. "it down every day and trace the way the Lord led your soul,
and you will say, "Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He will
teach sinners in the "ay." The Lord saitb, "I will instruct thee, and
teach thee in the way which thou shalt go. I will guide thee with mine
eye "-here we have instruction and teaching-" therefore be ye not as
the horse in battle, or as the mule which has no understanding, but in
all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct thy paths." Acknowledge His wisdom, His goodness, mercy, truth, and love.
"Lo, these are parts of His ways;" only a part of His love, grace,
wisdom, truth, and redemption; a part of His glory, will, and pleasure.
Well, but a part is a proof of the whole-a pledge ofthe rest--a portion
of what it will be. As God showed Moses the pleasant land; as the Lord
s30wed the Apostles His kingdom of glory; and as the Holy Ghost
teacheth us that all is ours, "for we are Ohrist's, and Ohrist is God's;" so
we know in part, and see in part, and hear in part, and receive in part;
" for He showeth His word unto J acob: His statutes and His judgments
unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with any nation, anfl as for His judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye the Lord" (Ps. cxlvii. 19,20).
Oh; my friends} what will the whole be when that which is perfect
is come? for then that which is in part will be done away. Oh, what a
mercy to have a part which can never be taken from us. Like Mary,
you and I have" chosen this good part." Now, a part may be little-yea,
-very little-nevertheless it is a part. We may have received but littlea little grace, a little comfort, a little faith, hope, joy, l)atience, and humility-nevertheless we can say we "have tasted the Lord is gracious,"
we have felt His loving-kindnefs, we have known His name, we have seen
the Lord is vel'y pitiful to us and of tender mercy, for precept must be
upon precept, line upon line, here a little and thETe a little. Moses saw
a part-yea, the back part. Joshua, David, Isaiah, and all the saints
have seen a part, which is a pledge of the whole, an earnest of the
inheritance, a seal of the redemption, a portion in the land of the living,
a view of things hereafter, an evidence of things unseen.
But how little a portion is heard of Him. Alas! alas! how very little
in the conversation of Ohristians, how little in sermons and books; and
this little seems to me to get less instead of more. We feel how little is
our communion with Him, how little our affections are towards Him,
how little are our thoughts upon Him. "But," saith the Apostle, "if
there be first a willing mind, it is accepted;" and we know His people
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care made willing in the day of His power. And the Church saith,
., Ere I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Amminadib"Christ's willing people. But how little a portion is heard of Him-yea,
·of Him and Him only-but much of self, and free will, and natural
affections. We hear much of the world, of sin and pride, ignorance and
wickedness; much of what man does, or can do, and ought to do.
Then, saith the prophet, when men call the proud Pharisee and
Papist happy; when they that work wickedness and speak wickedness
are set up and extolled; when they that tempt God as the infidel are
·delivered from shame and contempt; "then they that feared the Lord
spake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a
,book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the
Lord, and that thought upon His name" (Mal. iii. 15, 16).
Again, you may wander from mountain to hill, from church to chapel,
and what do you hear of Him? of Jesus only? of Christ and Him
crucified, whom Paul preached? of the work of God the Holy Ghost? of
the doctrines of grace? Who exalts the Lord our God in His great
·salvation? Who is determined not to know anything among the people
savo Jesus Christ and Him crucified? Where do you hear of His perfect
righteousness, His finished redemption, His power, will, grace, mercy,
·and truth? Nevertheless, it is a mercy to hear, to feel, to know, see,
taste, and enjoy a little of Him who is All in all.
Lastly, "the thunder of His power who can understand "-that is, who
·can conceive and endure? for it is incomprehensible. We know the love
of God we cannot comprehend, and the peace of God passeth our understanding; "but the thunder of His power who can understand? " We
read of thunder at the flood, when God covered the earth with the deep
as a garment; "the waters stood above the mountains: at Thy rebuke
they fled: at the noise of 'rhy thunder they hasted away" (Psalm civ.
6, 7). Again, the seventh plague of Egypt, "the Lord sent thunder and
hail, and the fire ran along upon the ground," "and Pharaoh sent, and
called for Moses and Aaron, and said, I have sinned this time: the Lord
is righteous, and I and my people are winked. Intreat the Lord that
there be no more mighty thunderings and haiL" Also, at the Red Sea,
·the Psalmist saith, "The Lord also thundered in the heaven s, and the
Highest gave His voice" (Psalm xviii. 13; lxxvii. 18, 19). At the
:giving of the law, all the people saw the thunderings and lightnings,
and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking (Exodus xx.
18; Heb. xii. 18, 19). In the days of Samuel the Lord thundered with
·a great thunder, and discomfited the Philistines (1 Sam. vii. 10). God
also testified of His Son with a voice of thunder (John xii. 29), which is
the seventh record; and in the Revelation we read that "out of the
throne proceeded lightnings, and thunderings, and voices;" and likewise
of seven thunders which uttered their voices, but the beloved disciple was
forbidden to write what they spake. Thuuder, we hear, is the voice of
·God's power; that is, His power is as thunder; louder than any voice,
stronger than any thing, and more majestic and terrible than any other
sound. What, then, will be the thunder of His wrath when He shall
say to them on His left hand, "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels?" "for the pillars of
heaven tremble and are astonished at His reproof." Oh, the might)'
thunderings reverberating through the caverns of the horrible and
bottomless pit, who can hear? who can bear? who can understand?
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continually and eternally rolling over the wicked, shaking the pillars of'
darkness, and terrifying the souls of the lost and damned.
Oh, believers, and ye that tremble at God's "Vord, while all below will
be pain, horror, and darkness, ye will have peace, joy, and glory. "Vhen·
that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part will be donE}
away. Here all is for a moment, but there is the eternal weight of glory.
Here it is a little while,but there it is everlasting life. " It doth not
yet appear what we shall be," or shall see, "but we know that whenHe shall appear we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is."
We shall see the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who·
believe according to the working of His mighty power. 'Ve are still in.
the valley, in "the shadow of death;" far off, and as little children; but
soon-yea, very soon-we shall enter in and see the light, and see Him.
as He is. We shall know as we are known, and sing the song of triumph,
and be "perfect as our Father which is in heaven is perfect." "Oome;
Lord Jesus, come quickly." Amen.
SANOTIFIED AFFLIOTION.
OUTLINE OF A SERMON BY THE REV. J. A. WALLINGER.
" Then J1£anasseh knew tl,at the Lord He was God."-2 OHRON. xxxiii. 10-13.
You all know, I suppose, the history of Manasseh. None went to such
lengths in sin as he did; yet he found mercy. Therefore, Manasseh
was one of the most remarkable instances of the power of distinguishing,
discriminating, free, sovereign grace upon record, as also of the riches
of personal, unconditional election before all worlds, and a wonderful
representative of the whole Ohurch of God, chosen in Ohrist, loved with
a dateless love, redeemed by blood, called by grace, and brought safe to
heaven at last. Many such instances the Lord has been pleased to give
us in His Word of His rich grace in calling poor vile sinners, the worst of
mankind, to the knowledge of His great salvation. Our Lord said to
the religionists of His day who boasted in their morality, and thought
themselves in full sail for heaven, because their outward conduct was
better than others-" The publicans and harlots," said our Lord to them,
"shall go into the kingdom of heaven before you." Look at Mary
Magdalene as a proof of this. A woman of the very worst kind among
her sex-let to run all the lengths of vice and wickedness-yet loved.
with a dateless love, and so called by grace to the feet of a dear
Redeemer, in true repentance, to love Him as He loved her. Look,.
again, at that black catalogue of crime you have set out by Paul in
1 Oor. vi., wherein he says, "And such were some of you: but' ye
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified." Is not this grace·
in all its riches, its fulness, its blessedness? Then take another instance: look at the thief upon the cross. Look at the Lord of life and.
glory upon that cross-Ohrist, the Maker of all things, fastened there!.
Did you ever see Him set forth crucified? Not with the natural eye, but.
with the inward eye, the eye of faith, the spiritual eye that apprehendeth.
spiritual things? I believe I was thus favoured once, many years ago..
So that I can say in truth with the poet,
" It was the sight of Thy dear cross
That weaned my soul from earthly things,
And caused me to esteem as dross
The pride of wealth and pomp of kings."
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And so I knew it was not excitement, not the mere acting upon the imagination-by the effects it pr.oduced on my soul; the humbling, melting,
softening, separating, rejoicing effects, and the holy anticipation it gave
of things to come, which were the fruits of a faith's view of that cross.
This sight I had about thirty years ag'o. A faith's view of a crucified
Ohrist will'be known by the effects it produces. But take another look:
see Jesus hanging between two thieves, Himself treated as the worst.
The multitude mocking. The thieves, His companions, railing upon
Him. The disciples afar off, and only a few poor women gathered near the
cross to witness the dying agonies of the Son of God. And, mark, it is
recorded of these thieves that they both joined in blasphemy and railing
as they hung by the nails to their cross, till all at once God was pleaEed
to cause divine light and love to break in upon one of them, and, by the
exercise of mighty grace, to work upon the heart of one and leave the
other in his sin and blasphemy. Then trace the effects, "Lord, remember
me." "To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise," is the gracious
answer of the God-:M:an. Oh, what a blessed trophy of divine grace!
Grace by which the worst can be saved, and no sinner saved without.
But, now, observe again: between the two thieves the Lord was pleased
to make a distinction. He takes one and passes by the other-both
equally guilty, but both not saved. What an emblem we have here of
the two seeds, the elect and non-elect, the receivers and rejecters, the
godly and those who die in their ungodliness! Now, if you want the
doctrine of election preached to you in all its point and power, look at
yon cross, and behold these two thieves. Where was the difference be.tween them? Did they not both blaspheme and rail upon the Son of
God? Aud yet see the difference sovereign grace made between them.
Now, look at :M:anasseh. Here we have another marvellous instance of
divine power and dateless love-a sinner above all the kings of J udah ;
a sinner of such sort" that the Lord would not pardon;" for it is said,
"He forgave :M:anasseh, but the nation He did not pardon." As you
know, if you are readers of your Bible; for the captivity of Judah, in
Babylon, followed soon after :M:anasseh's wicked reign. Thus, you
'observe, the nation suffered for the sins of their bad kings, and the
nation was blessed under the reign of good kings. Now, this had a
typical meaning. Observe, Israel suffered, as a nation, for the sins of
their kings; and, as a nation, was blessed in their righteous kings. Does
not this point out to us the reign of King Jesus, by whom good comes to
Israel, and blessings follow where He reigns? So that it is not the
desorts of the people, but the merit of the King, that procures the good to
the spiritual Israel. But of :M:anasseh. In this history you see one
leading feature-affiiction sanctified. David said, "Before I was
afRicted, I went astray." The work of God is to teach and humble and
make His Word precious. Now, by nature itis not precious to any; but
God will make it precious to His people. Now, when is it precious?
When it is necessary. When the Holy Ghost applies it. Aye, friends,
when in affliction we want consolation; when under guilt we want,
pardon; when in bondage we want liberty; when in darkness we want
light. But take a view of :M:anasseh among the thorns, bound in fetters:
but it was to do him good. " I will allure her into the wilderness, and
there I will speak comfortably unto her." Doubtless this speaks to the
experience of some of my hearers. You embraced Ohrist "for want of
a shelter." Were you ever among the thorns feelingly? in fetters?
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Then you wanted a deliverer, I know. But look at Manasseh in captivity.
It was written, "Thou shalt go into Babylon. There shalt thou be delivered." Well, so must you. This or that affliction overtakes you, and
from it be delivered. This or that bereavement, and in it be consoled.
This or that perplexity, and out of it be extricated. This or that temptation, and find a way of escape made for you. Now, take a view of
Manasseh. Were you any better than he was? What was your state
before the Lord broke in upon you by His Spirit ? Well, and what did
He do then? Why, He allured you into the wilderness to speak comfortably unto you, made you feel the power of sin, guilt, temptation,
.giant lusts, distressing cares, perplexing fears. And for what? To get at
the salvation provided for you: "Thou shalt go into Babylon : there
thou shalt be delivered." You must first go to Babylon, mark. You
must be taught your ruin to prize the remedy. YOll must feel your
burden to know the blessedness of casting it upon the Lord. You must
come to afflictions to know God's consolations. You must feel the power
,of temptation to know the mighty grace that can :subdue sin.
But afflictions alone will not do this. There is nothing in afflictions
alone that will make men seek the Lord. Nay, it is more likely to drive
from God than to draw to Him. But sanctified afflietion will draw. This
,Job realized when he said, "ThoughHe slay me, yet will Itrustin Him."
Sanctified affliction humbles. Christ is "exalted a Prince and a Saviour
to give repentance," and true Gospel repentance is very humbling. Contrast Manasseh before and after the grace of God met with him-full of
r:>ride and sin, and idolatry and cruelty; now look at him in affliction:
" He humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers," Here we
see the nature and effects of sanetified affliction, The soul cries out, "God,
be merciful to me, a sinner." Aye, friends, sanctified trouble takes Pharisaism out of you; it makes a man cry for mercy; and affliction does no
good unless it sets fin before you, unless the fair surface be broken up,
and all that is underg;round be turned out. Thy heart must be shown to
thee as a cage of unclean birds; and, if your afflictions have been sanctified to you, more or less you have had sin brought to light in your heart
and practice ; and, if not, you are no ways bettered for it. If you do not
see yourself as a lost, ruined sinner-helpless-hopeless-the rod of
affliction has done you no good, however heavy it may be, for it has not
been sanctified'to you.
You know I have been lately saying what a dead state the churches
generally are in, and what need we have of a revival. Now, the Lord
mostly makes use of affliction to bring about a revival, both in churches and
individuals. All, my dear friend, there is plenty of religion in our day,
but where are the meekened, softened, humbled, broken hearts? Where
are those, here and elsewhere, running to the balm of Gilead-to the
Lamb of God? Where are the praying souls living upon the Christ of
God? Isaiah says, "In the time of their trouble they have visited Thee;
they poured out a prayer when Thy chastening was upon them." That
,is the true use of the affliction. They did not want God's company before,
but now they must visit Him. You know when Absalom sent repeatedly
for Joab he would not go to him, but when Absalom set his fields on fire
then he came fast enough. Oh, you must have your fields set on fire
before God sees your face. You must have your comforts burnt up, your
joys consumed, your home and heart desolat.ed, your spirit tried-then you
visit God, you knock at His door, no one will do for you then but God.
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And this begets prayer. This sends you to your knees. Now you must
creep away to some corner to see if you can find the God you want, and
you will take no denial. You must hold on till you get admission, till
.you get what you want. Now, who can tell but this may be the reason
·of your present difficulties, your cares, your perplexities? for" through
much tl'ibulation ye must enter the kingdom." But the heart gets hardened when afflictions work alone. "All these things are against me,"
says unbelief. "The Father's door is closed. He has turned His back
upon me. And well He may, for I am a wretch." But, oh. the sweetness
{)f sanctified affliction! Hear what David said: "It is good to wait upon
God." "'Vait, my soul, upon the Lord." Do not some of you here ,~ant
pardon and peace ? Well, do not give it up; wait on, hope on, pray on.
God will avenge His own elect. Delays are not denials, and His time
is best-better than you could arrange it. Your afflictions make you
pray; then I am sure they do you good; and, as to deliverance, leave
that with the Lord, and say with the Psalmist, "My soul, wait thou only
upon God." Now look at Mauasseh as taught of God to pray: "He
prayed to the Lord, and the Lord heard him." My dear friends, what
know you of answers to prayer? Oh, how many thousands in this city
have put up to-day what they considered prayers, and yet are totally
indifferent as to answers from God; go through their rounds of forms
and ceremonies, and yet know nothing of prayer; never had an answer
to prayer in all their lite, and never felt the want of an answer. "Oall
upon me in the hour of trouble, I will hear thee and deliver," saith God.
" Verily God hath heard me," said t he Psalmist. So he knew something
experimentally of a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering God. Now
Manasseh obtained answers to his prayer; and what can you testify as
to the same experi'mce? What Samuels have you asked of God, and
obtained fi.-om Him? Oan you call any blessing "Samuel, asked of
God? "
But we observe another point. Manasseh must know a delivering
God, so you read. He must be brought back from Babylon. He must
know delivering grace and lIercy. Ah, friends, do you want to know
Rnd l)rove God a Deliverer? Then you must get into trouble; and, when
you are brought out of it, then you see and prove for yourself God a
Deliverer. You and I must go down to Babylon in order to find God a
Deliverer. So you see this is another effect of sanctified affliction-it
proves we have a Deliverer. This Job knew when he said, "When He
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold."
Now look at the result of this sanctified affliction: "Then Manasseh
knew that the Lord He was God." Why, this is the end and object of all
God's teaching and discipline with all His people, that they may know
Him, get near to Jesus, realize the healing efficacy of His blood, and feel
the p:("ecious power of His Word, and be melted by His love.
Now no one can know the Lord in this Gospel way but as God reveals
Himself to the soul; and, when the Lord is thus revealed, then there is a
living upon Him. Is this the life you are living? Do you carry your
wants to Jesus? Do you know Him as your peace? Have you proved
Him a Deliverer? Do you know Him as a prayer-hearing and prayeranswering God? This is all the result of divine teaching. The same result
God brought about in Manasseh: "Then Manasseh knew the Lord He
was God." Oh, think how poor Manasseh's heart was broken, humbled,
melted, crushed, when he came to know the Lord! After filling Jerusalem
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with blovd and sin, and yet be saved by grace, and made to know theLord, 8. monument of His mercy. My dear friends, Eee the object and end
God bad in view when He affiicted Manasseb, it was to bring him to this
most blessed point, "Then Manasseh knew the Lord He was God." AmI
shall not you and I have good cause to bless Him too for all the disciplinE»
of the way, the sanctified affiictions that God made use of to humble us,
prove Himself our Deliverer, and give us to know Him, " whom to know
is life eternal ?" Ah, we shall yet thank Him for all the illstrumentalities
He made use of, since this was the gracious l'esult, to "know the Lord
He is God." Amen.

THE LORD NEVER THROWS AWAY HIS GIFTS.
IN other words, we believe-and have repeatedly provedspecial manifestations are generally, if not invariably, the precursors of special tests and special trials; so that, under these tests
and trials, the poor affrighted soul may have a something to fall back
upon. Whilst yet the visit is fresh upon the heart, faith ventures in
before the King, with its reminder, "And Thou saidst, I will surely
do thee good." Even the great Apostle of the Gentiles would have
been less able to grapple with his thorn in the flesh (whatever that
thorn was) but for his having so recently been "caught up into
Paradise." The freshness and the vividness of what he saw and
heard served materially to bear him up under his after-conflict.
Dear reader, it is the personal knowledge and the past experience.
of these after-tests and trials that render many of the Lord's children
less anxious for those very bright and blessed manifestations with
which some are, at least occasionally, indulged. rrhey are very, very
precious, we know; but the attendant exercises are painful and often
distressing in the extreme.
It was only this very morning, whilst on our way to the sanctuary,
in passing a certain house, we thought of the precious Godglorifying testimonies we had repeatedly heard from a dear afflicted
one, in her little humble parlour. Her indulgence was special indeed. Her heart seemed too full for her poor frail body. It was
ready to burst its tenement of clay, and again and again have we
thought she must be called home; but there came the after-test of
which we have just spoken; and (poor thing!) her case became most
pitiable then. Her heart-anguish seems to harrow up our very soul
at the very moment of writing. It would verily cheer us could we
hear that" the Master had come and called for her."
Well, dear reader, these experiences serve to remind us of the
exhortation, "Be content with such things as ye have." We do not
mean by this the settling down in a state of carnal security; God
forbid! but the seeking to leave ourselves and all appertaining to
us in the Lord's hands, who alone knoweth what is best for us. Let
our experiences be ever so varied or extended, we are utterly incapable of judging what is good for ourselves. It is the Lord-and
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-the Lord alone-that can safely and satisfactorily "du.'ect our paths."
But, if there be one state more enviable than another, whilst we are
,on pilgrimage, and considering what we ~re as well as where we are,
we believe it to be the state embodied in that precious portion,
" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee,
because he trusteth in Thee."
D.

ANOTHER.
connexion this one word stands in is worthy of the attentive consideration of the Bible student. In. '2 Corinthians xi. 4, we have it
thrice mentioned: "Another Jesus," "Another Spirit," "Another
gospel." This suggests to the mind Satan's great power of imitation,
so that he can simulate "another Jesus," "another Spirit," and" another
gospel," whereby" the Bride," "the La!'llb's wife," may be deceived as to
the true Bridegroom, the right Guide, and the one Gospel.
There is something very awful in the thought of being mistaken as to
the Person of Ohrist, the work of Ohrist, and the truth of Ohrist. Many
ialk of " Jesus only," and yet append so much of their own carnal notions
to his Person, work, and salvation, that it is "another Jesus," and not
"the Ohrist of God." A Jesus who needs the help offallen man in salvation, or nothing vital can be effected; a Jesus who died for all the world,
and yet lets the sinner He has bought go to hell; a Jesus who turns
suppliant to His creatures, and craves ineffectually of man the favour of
saving them; a Jesus who offers salvation, and leaves it to the sinner to
accept or reject-this we distinctly say is "another Jesus," alldnot the
Christ of the Scriptures, nor "the Christ of God."
We read of vagabond Jews, in the Apostles' day, who made use of the
name. of Jesus to call over them who had evil spirits, saying', ' , We adj ure
.you by Jesus, whom Paul preacheth." But the evil spirits knew better
than to be ruled by this sort of second-hand religion. So the answer
given by one of them was in this wise: "Jesus I know, and Paul I
know, but who are ye?" It was "another Jesus" these Jews made
use of-a Jesus to serve their turn-and the evil spirit detected the
fraud. In every age may be found" false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Ohrist," who preach
" another Jesus;" and the poor sheep, as Jesus calls His people, be~ause of all animals they are the most silly, the most defenceless,
and the most prone to wander, are too often deceived by those who
preach" another Jesus," and drawn into errors that" drown the ungodly in perdition," but from which final destruction the elect are
preserved, brought to repentance, and to the light of truth.
. Said Luther-" In the name of Jesus Ohrist, all errors in theology are
introduced by Satan." He makes use, in all ages, of "men famous in
the congregation, men of renown" CN:umbers xvi. 2), to spread the errors
that he invents. To start a doctrinal error in the name of the devil, or
in the garb of practical unholiness, would be something akin to a burglar
blowing a whistle before he opened the door with a skeleton key. But
when an error is broached in the name of "Jesuil only," and in the dress
THE
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of superior sanctity, then the pagan cry is repeated, "The gods have
come down to us in the likeness of men," and the poor silly sheep open
their eyes in admiration upon the~e models of perfection, and open their
ears with delight when all the doctrines that offend the natural mind are
removed in the exhibition of "another Jesus," who loves all, died fOl'
all, invites all, and offers salvation to all, if they will accept it. Opposito
to this is the Scriptural Jesus-the" Head elect of the Church of God"
(Isaiah xlii. 1), who came down from heaven to do the will of God, and
declared, "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me, and no man
can come unto me except the Father which hath sent me draw him."
And this same Jesus, who declared, "I lay down my life for the she8p,"
rose from the dead as the first-fruits ofthe Church, and is" exnJted a Prince
and a Saviour, to give repentance and forgiveness of sins." "'l'his is the
Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which He hath given me I
should lose nothing." But these doctrines offend the natural mind, even
as we read in our Lord's day, when He declared a second time, "No
man can come unto me except it were given unto him of my Father."
Then we read," From that time (or saying) many of His disciples went
back, and walked no more with Him." They wanted "another Jesus,"
that would please the world, even as His carnal brethren petitioned, "If
Thou do these things, shew Thyself to the world, for neither did His
brethren believe in Him."
Salvation secured in Jesus for a chosen people is an odious doctrine to
the world, and rouses the wrath and vindictive enmity of Satan; his art
is to set forth" another Jesus," to entrap the elect, ifpossible, and make
his ideal Christ attractive to "the world that lieth in wickedness,"
and so keep sinners in peace through his device of a general scheme for
universal acceptance, which quiets the carnal, gratifies the pride of man,
and flatters him with the false hope that he can turn to God whenever
he has a "convenient season."
But in these words of the Apostle we have presented to us, further,
" another spirit;" and truly this marks distinctly the character of our
religious age. It is not the Holy Ghost who is set forth as the Testifier
of Jesus in convincing of sin, righteousness, and judgment, in taking of
the things of Christ and showing them to the poor sinner; but" another
spirit," which is the spirit of Satan in the form of free will; and tbis ever
accompanies the preaching of "another Jesus." A universal Christ and
man's free-will invariably go together, creature ability is sure to crop
up, and thus "another Jesus" may be easily detected. When Jesus,
"who was declared to be the Son of God, with power according to thespirit of holiness," is preached, sinners receive grace, whereby they see
themselves as lost, and they need a Saviour who can save. The power
is His, the work is His, and they feel their need of the Holy Spirit to
reveal to them all Christ has done, according to the promise, "He shall
lead you into all truth, for He shall take of mine, and shew it unto you."
But many will acknowledge that the Spirit of God must begin the work,_
and yet will set man to carry it on. This is the real meaning of those
appeals to the Lord's bandaged people to exercise simple faith, to takethe promises of the Gospel, to rest upon the letter of the Word; all
this is to be effecte:), not by the Spirit of God, but by " another spirit."
Man's ability is the idol of the day that all the world worshippeth. It
was so in the begin::ling, as the first-fruit of the fall, and continues in
the heart of every sinner till the Lord, by sovereign grace, breaks down
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the will, and makes him, by the teachings of tho Holy Ghost, lie as a
poor dependent at the feet of a dear Redeomer, who is oxalted a " Prince·
and a Saviour to givo repentance and forgiveness of sins." This is not
the work of" 11llother spirit," but the operation of God the Holy Ghost.
But furthor, we have brought before us "another gospel." The
Apostle, writing to the Galatians, says, "I marvel that ye are so
soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel" (i. 6). The whole teaching of this epistle is to open up
the Apostle's meaning of "another gospel." To reduce it to a small
compass, we have a question put which touches the root of the matter:
" Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith ?" Was it you or God who begun? Was it by works or faith?
The answer settles the question.
The Gospel is gooel news of a salvation wrought out by Christ, and
wrought in the soul by the Spirit of God. This is the character of the
Gospel, which means" good news;" but a gospel clogged with conditions, a
Christ offered to dead sinners, a salvation that hinges on the will of man
to accept, a redemption that lets sinners drop into hell, a love without
power to pluck brands from the burning-this is " another gospel;" not
the Gospel of the grace of God, that meets the sinner in his lost state,
follows him, step by step, in the regeneration, secures a certain and
complete salvation, and brings him to glory in triumph, founded upon
electing love and redeeming blood. This is gospel-" good news"-indeed.
The Apostle, in brief, gives us the outline of the true Gospel in these
words: "·Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from
thiA present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father."
Here we have a summary of the doctrines of grace, the Gospel, or "good
news," in a few words, of an effectual salvation wrought out by redemption, and based upon the will of God. The Apostle solemnly declares,
" Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel untQ>
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed;"
and, to show the world's estimation of this true Gospel, he adds, "Do I
seek to please men? If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant
of Christ." Those who preach" another gospel" often bait the hook
with bits of truth that deceive the simple, and they listen to error till
they like it. Such ministers have their reward in followers and flatterers;
but true servants of Christ, who preach the" good news" of a personal and
efficacious redemption, whereby sinners are" delivered from this present
evil world, according to the will of God," must be content to take their stand
by a despised Jesus, to have for their companions the few, and, whatever
be their denomination, to belong to a "sect that is everywhere spoken
against." This is the cross all God's living family must take up and
carry, if, by divine grace, they are made to reject" another Jesus,"
" another spirit," and" another gospel."
L.
IF thou art a vessel of gold, and thy brother but of wood, be not highminded. It is God that maketh thee to differ. The more bounty God
shows, the more humility He requires. Those mines that are richest are,
deepest; those stars that are highest are smallest; the goodliest buildings have the lowest foundations. The more God honoureth men, the,
more they should humble themselves; the more fruit, the lower the
branch on which it grows. Pride is ever the companion of emptiness.
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LETTER OF REPLY TO "AN OPPONENT OF THE DOCTRINES
OF GRACE."

My DEAR Sm,-As the calumniators of the doctrines of grace, of all
denominations, invariably denounce them as " unjust and horrible," allow
me, as a loyal and attached minister of the Church of England, to draw
your attention, in the first place, to our XVII. Article, to which all our
clergy at their ordination have given both their assent and consent. The
following quotation expresses a sentiment the very opposite to yours:" The godly considerat'on of predestination, and our election in Christ, is
full of sweet, pleasant, ancl unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and
such as feel in themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying
the works of the flesh and ~heir earthly members, and drawing up their
minds to high and heavenly things, as well because it doth greatly
establish and confirm their faith of eternal salvation to be enjoyed
through Christ, as because it doth fer.vently kindle their love towards
God," &c., &c.
You will perceive, from this extract, that it is only" godly persons"
who derive comfort from the doctrine of election, and, as we know that
the generality of mankind are not godly or spiritual, and also that
Christ's flock is a little one, it is consequently confirmatory of the Article
itself that the doctrines of grace should be calumniated as "unjust and
horrible." These doctrines can only be understood and received into the
heart by the teaching of the Holy Spirit, or, mentally, by deep philosophical study. The first is the free gift of God; the latter is seldom
undertaken. " The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned." This is, indeed, the case with
those who regard the doctrines of grace as "unjust and horrible," for
they do not understand them. Nor is it human learning or wisdom that
will bring them to a knowledge of them;' for" man by wisdom knew not
God," and it is by "the foolishness of preaching that it pleaseth God to
save them that believe." "The secret of the Lord is with them that
fear Him, and He will shew them His covenant." Our blessed reformers
and martyrs held these doctrines, and sealed the truth of them with their
blood. Laud was our first Arminian archbishop, A.D. 1633, and he was
imbued with the spirit of a Papist, being a violent persecutor of those
who contended for the faith. The Scotch are considered a deep-thinking,
religious people, and their national religion is Calvinistic-Presbyterian.
I am convinced that the chief cause why men do not perceive the
absolute necessity of salvation by God's free and sovereign grace is, that
they are too hardened by the fall of Adam to experienco the effect of it.
If they felt in themselves the workings of an evil and corrupt nature, and
had any clear views of God's holiness, they would know that they were
utterly unfit for the kingdom of heaven. This, however, they never do
feel till they are born again of the Spirit; and then they experience the
conflict, even unto their life's end. It is true that the new nature, which
is of God, cannot sin; but" that which is born of the flesh is flesh," and
remains sinful and corrupt to the last, though subdued by the Spirit.
The Papists and their followers hold rightly the fall of Adam, but teach
that all who are baptised by them of water are regenerated, and receive
118W spiritual life, which, however, they may lose again.
Now, if this
pl'iestly baptism washed away the guilt of Adam's sin, and restored the
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baptised to Ada~'s state of perfect innocence and purity of nature, then
the trial of Adam's obedience might be renewed in his offspring on equal
terms, but not otherwise.
If Adam, in his perfect, unfallen nature, did not keep one command of
God, it is not likely that his fallen children can keep ten. They teach
also that a child obtains both its election and redemption by baptism;
for all the baptised are the elect, and all those without" the pale of the
-Church" are lost. According to this plan of man's device, a child's regeneration, election, and redemption, all depend upon the parents'
bringing it to the font.
We teach that God has made an infinitely wiser provision for the safety
of His children than this~; viz., that out of the fallen race of Adam-all
dead in trespasses and sins, and under the curse of the law-He chose,
according to the good pleasure of His will, a people for Himself, even
before the foundation of the world. These He gave to His Son, and
Christ, in order to satisfy the justice of God, entered into covenant with
Him to redeem them with His blood, dying" the Just for the unjust."
These chosen and redeemed ones He also quickens by His Holy Spirit,
and they are all "kept by the power of God through faith unto saLvation."
Here we have perfect Trinity in Unity, and without any contingency in
the salvation of God's children.
We teach that all God's elect are brought to a knowledge of their lost
state by nature through the conviction of the Holy Spirit, and that they
then offer unto God the sacrifices of a broken spirit and a contrite heart,
crying out, "Behold, I am vile, and abhor myself in dust and ashes! "
So far from imagining themselves better than other men, they feel that it
is by free grace, and by free grace alone, that they can be saved at all.
Then it is that the doctrines of free and sovereign grace become a. Gospel
to them, and Christ becomes precious to their souls. It is only when
they feel themselves utterly unworthy, and that they can do nothing, that
"the Lord frankly forgives them all." This is the work of the Holy
Spirit, from first to last, though God frequently pleases to make use of
man's instrumentality in the preaching of the Word. Every truly converted person will admit that" by the grace of God he is what he is,"
and this admission is a conclusive answer to the whole controversy, This
grace is the unmerited favour of God, which He bestows on whom He
will; viz., on His elect; and these, in due time, He makes what He wishes
them to be; else why doth the Apostle enquire, "Who m!l.keth thee to
differ? what hast thou that thou hast not received? "
An unconverted, or partially enlightened, ma-n, unacquainted with the
perfection of God's attributes and the holiness of His law, may thank
God that he is not like other men; but, in God's time, every child of God
will cry out, "U::lClean! unclean! God be mercifulto me, a sinner!" The
m01'e a man grows in grace, the more unholy he feels himself to be, and
that he can only be saved like a poor criminal who receives a free pardon
from the sovereign. Any other feeling than this, or notion of free-will
for good, is nothing- less than Pharisaical pride.
You inquire, "Why preach the Gospel to the heathen? or what is the
use of preaching at all? Why not conclude that all Mahommedans and
other non-Christian nations are the non-elect? " To which I reply that
God's decree respecting both them, and others, is secret to us, and as it
" pleases Him by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe,"
He has given us a command to "preach the Gospel to every creature."
E E
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Our Ordination Service charges us, as "messengers, watchmen, and
stewards of the Lord, to teach and premonish, to feed and provide for
the Lord's family; to seek for Christ's sheep that are dispersed abroad,
and for His children who are in the midst of this naughty world, that
they may be saved through Christ for ever." The Gospel is therefore
preached-I, to draw these into the fold; 2, to feed them when they
are there; and, 3, to be a witness against the reprobate in the day of
judgment of their natural obduracy and impenitency of heart. It is the
elect which form the Holy Catholic Church, which is an article of the
Christian faith.
The doctrines of grace are the most charitable and broadest of all; for
they include God's children out of every nation and sect, publicans and
Pharisees, Scribes and Sadducees, Protestants and Papists, Calvinists
and Arminians. Wherever there is a man under the conviction of sin,
of a broken spirit and a contrite heart, to him we address the gracious
invitation of the Saviour: "Come unto me all ye that are weary and
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." "The blood of Jesus Christ
cleans13th from all sin," and" he that cometh unto Him He will in no wisa
cast out."
Arminians can say no more, and, consequently, yom' objections are
merely specious, and leave the superficial thinker in ignorance, rather
than convince him of sin and draw him to Christ.
You do not believe in universal salvation, though you profess to hold
universal redemption, which is far from really believing it; therefore yo~,
must account for any being lost; and we must account for any being sava .
'
You say that men are lost because they do not com!3 to Christ, and yet you
know that" the carnal mind is enmity against God . . . is not subject
to the law of God, neither, indeed, can be." Man has inherited this
corrupt naturo, and has no desire to change it. What free will can hethen have to come to Christ when he would naturally go away from
Him?
You hold that Christ's redemption only puts all men into a salvable
state, and that they must come to Him of their own free will, and serve
Him truly all the days of their life, or, after all their service, they will be
lost. This, we object, is not the literal or Scriptural meaning of redemption, and denounce such doctrine as "horrible and unjust." fViJ must
now account for any being saved. We agree with you that none but
unbelievers are lost, but we know that faith is the gift of God, and that
" no man can come unto Christ except the Father which hath sent Him
draw him." We maintain that Christ by His redemption bought back
all the elect of God, and that" all that the Father hath given Him shall
come unto Him;" and to these" He gives eternal life . . . they shall
never perish;"
It is only Satan that gives wages: God's elect are partakers of the
divine nature, are born of the Spirit, and become His children, and,
" if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." It
is, therefore, not a question of outward baptism and good service, but of
spiritual sonship, and all God's elect learn to know this; for He gives
them" the Spirit of adoption, whereby they cry, Abba, Father."
We hold that it is "by grace we are saved, through faith, and that
not of ourselves, it is the gift Of God," and that this grace is entirely
free and unconditional. We believe that Christ entered into covenant
with the Father before the foundation of the world to redeem the chosen
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people; and that, when He died upon th l' 8,
stead,
the" Just for the unjust;" that He laid down i lif I l' tho sheep, and
saved everyone of them. This is our view of r d mption, and this we
hold to be "the faith of God's elect." We" giv , th l' fro, diligence
to make our calling and election sure" unto ourselv ,thllt, being tInts
"justified freoly by His grace through the redempti n that is in Christ
Jesus, we may have peace with God." All God's elect liv in tho Spirit,
walk in the Spirit, and bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. "IIe hath
chosen them in Christ before the foundation of the world, that thoy should
be holy and without blame before Him in love; and He hath predestinated them unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ unto Himsolf,
to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brethren."
We believe in God, "whose never-failing providence ordereth all
things, both in heaven and in earth. and who causeth all things to work
together for good to them that love Him, and who are the called according to His purpose."
I would fain hope, my dear sir, that you are of this number, and that
you will "grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ; " then our doctrines will no longer appear unto you either
"horrible or unjust."-Believe me, yours faithfully,
Snargato,
EDwAnD WILICINSON.
THE SEVENFOLD BLESSING.
"Blessed be God, the Father of our Lord Je8us Gltri8t, who has given us
1'n ClIr'ist all spirit1tal blessings in the lwavelZs. "-CONYBEAnE and HowsON's
translation.
"Blessed be the Goit and Fatlle?' of our Lorit Jesus Christ, who hatlt
blessed us witlt all spirit1tal blessings in heavenly places in Cltrist."EpHESIANS i. 3.

"Awake! awake! ye saints of God,
Redeemed and cleansed with precious blood,
In Christ pronouncCd j ost :
Yonr beauteous garments daily wear,
Let your true dignity appear,
Shake off the earthly dust.
" Why should this world delight you so ?
Why grovel in the dust below? .
Your portion is in heaven:
Oh, hear yom' glorious Bridegroom say,
, Rise up, my love, and come away,
Eternal life is given.'
" Beloved of Jesus, heirs of bliss,
Haste through this dreary wilderness,
Regardless of its toys:
A few more steps will bring us through,
Then we shall Jesus' glories view,
In everlasting joys."
" The word eulogein, like its English equivalent, 'to bless,' signifies to
praise, as when we bless God; to pray for blessings, as when we bless
others; and to bestow blessings, as when God blesses us. 'Blessed be
E E 2
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God, who hath blessed us,' is, then, the expression of thanhsgiving and
praise to God on account of those peculiar benefits which we rec'live
from Him through Christ."-Professor Hodge,
BELIEVERS in Jesus should praise God with all the powers of their souls,
because God hath blessed them, not only ,Yith some, but "with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places (or th£l1gS, sce margin) in Christ."
Our God is the God of redemption; 1herefore is He to be praised by all
whom He hath redeemed. The "!:,lessings we receive are "spiritual
blessings." We derive them through the Spirit. These blessings are all
"in Christ." He is God's Repository of every blessing we receive.
" Thus God the Father, God the Son,
And God,the Spirit we adore;
That sea of life and love unknown,
Without a bottom or a shore."
How wonderful is God's salvation! Well may the Apostle call it a
" so great salvation" (Heb. ii. 3). It is great, not only according to our
highest conceptions of what is great, but great in God's conception of
what is truly great. It was devised by infinite love. It was planned by
infinite wisdom. It was accomplished by infinite power. In it are displayed the infinite resources of infinite grace. It is secured to all sinners
who believe on Jesus by the infinite price which was paid to effect it,
even the precious blood of God's own Son. It has enfolded within it
infinite blessings, which are freely bestowed on those who least deserve
them, or, rather, on those who only deserve endless wrath; for these
"spiritual blessings" are bestowed on sinners. It is for them that God
sent His Son into. the world; it is for them that Jesus tabernacled in
human flesh, and died on Calvary's cross; it is for them that the Holy
Spirit is given, that they may be quickened, renewed, and sanctified.
God's grace has provided a full forgiveness of all sin for every sinner
repep.ting of sin and trusting on the Lord Jesus Ohrist. That forgiveness
blots out all past transgressions; it strikes out our debts from God's
books; it frees us from all condemnation. "There is therefore now no
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus" (Rom. viii. 1). Had
God done no more for us, He had done what none but a God of infinite
compassion could or would have done. But God's love is not satisfied
with "no condemnation;" for "where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound: that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace
reign through righteousness unto eternal life " (Rom. v. 20, 21). Being
made free from sin, and delivered from condemnation, unto believers is
given a position of SEVENFOLD BLESSING.
I. They are made SUBJECTS of God's kingdom.-" Giving thanks unto the
Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in light: who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son" (Col. i. 12, 13).
If we consider it an honour to be a subject of our beloved Queen, how
infinitely greater must be the honour of being a subject of the King of
kings, and Lord of lords. This honour is conferred on every believer.
He is translated from the kingdom of darkness; he is transferred to tho
kingdom of light; he becomes a subject of King Jesus. When we were
the subjects of Satan's kingdom, we were faithful and loyal subjects.
Are we'faithful and loyal subjects of "the kingdom of God's dear Son?"
This is a question we may well put to ourselves; and, when we endeavour
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to answer this qu sti n, must we not c n£ s that we are unfaithful, and,
too often, disloyAl subjects? Believer, let m "ounsel thee to keep the
King's commandm nt" (Ecclos. viii. 2). As the m ther of Jesus said
unto the s rvo.nts at the "marriage in Gana of Galil ," so would I say
unto you, "Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it" (John ii. 5). God,
your Fath r, has blessed you with this spiritual blessing. He hath made
you to b a subj ect in the kingdom of Jesus. See to it, then, that you
bless
cl in return, by obeying with scrupulous care each and all of the
commandments of your King. He is unworthy of the name of Englishman
who is disobedient to the commands of his sovereign, and he is unworthy
of the name of Christian who is not obedient to all the commands of King
J sus.
" Let us sing the King Messiah,
King of righteousness and peace;
Hail Him, all His happy subjects,
Never let His praises cease:
Ever hail Him,
Never let His praises cease."
Il. Believers are made CITIZENS of God's city.-Every subject is not a
citizen. To be presented with the freedom of a great city is considered a
mark of high honour. This honour have all saved sinners. They are
presented with the freedom of God's city. "Let your conversation
(citizenship) be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ" (Phil. i. 27). You
are tho citizens of the city of the living God. See to it that your walk
and mannor' of living be such as is becoming the honour conferred on
you. "Our conversation (life as citillens) is in heaven" (Phil. iii. 20).
Believers here enjoy the protection and civic privileges of heaven.
"Now, therefore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints" (Eph. ii. 19). Uur sojourn for a season is here
below, but our home is in God's city above, where the Saviour has gone
before to prepare for each believer a mansion (John xiv. 2).
Ill. Believers are ?!lade SERVANTS 1'n God's house.-Every citizen is not a
servant in the palace, not an attendant upon royalty. Each believe:!;, is a
subject, a citizen, a servant, a member of the household of God. "Now,
thereIOre, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens
with the saints, and of the lwusehotd of God" (Eph. ii. 19). By God's
grace this honour is conferred npon all who have embraced the Gospel by
a true and living faith. They are brought as servants into' the very
house of God; they have fellowship with Jesus in His labour of love;
they are attendants at the court of heaven; they are nearest the throne
of the eternal King. The elect angels have 'no higher honour than this,
that they are the servants of .the most high God. This is the loftiest
dignity of the angel Gabriel, that he stands before the throne of God;
and this is the honour of the meanest and humblest believer, that he is a
co-worker with Christ Jesus, a servant of the living God. Can there be
a higher honour conferred upon us than this? Is it possible there can
be a loftier spiritual blessing than that of being subjects, citizens, and
servants of that God who is blessed for evermore? Ah, yes! There is
reserved for saved sinners, fOl' those who have been washed from sin in
the precious blood of Christ, a richer privilege still.
IV. Believers are GUESTS at God's table.-Hear what the ransomed soul
testifies with respect to this spiritual blessing: "He brought me to the
banqueting house, and His banner over mo was love. Stay me with
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flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love. His left hand is
under my head, aud His right hand doth embrace me" (Song of Solomon
ii. 4-6). And what is the great promise which the King makes whon
He draws near to His servants? Is it not this: "If any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will. come in to him, and sup with him, and
he with me?" (Rev. iii. 20.) Yes, believer, it is thine inexpressible
privilege to sit and eat and drink in the presence of the King of glory.
He calls thee His friend, and bids thee eat and drink abundantly. For
thee He has prepared" a feast oUat things, of fat things full of marrow;
of wines on the lees, of wines on the lees well refined."
"What food luxurious loads the board
When at His table sits the Lord;
The wine how rich, the bread how sweet,
When Jesus deigns His guests to meet."

V. Believers (we ma(le SONS in Gorl's family.-Let faith spread her glad
wings and soar upwards, that this spiritual blessing may be surveyed by
bel' wondering eyes. Pardoned rebels made subjects of God's city,
citizens of God's family, servants of God's house, guests at God's tablo,
and s(!)ns and daughters in God's family! Here we rise superior to the
angels. To none of them has God said, "Thou art my son; to-day havo
I begotten thee." But to each believer bath God said this, even as Ho
said tbis to Jesus when He came into this world. All believers have
been born again from above, of the Spirit. They are God's children by
election, regeneration, and adoption. This is an indestructible relationship into which they have been brought. The former relationships may
be broken; this rum never be. Once a son, a son for ever. The subject
may be banished, the citizen may be expelled from the roll of citizenship,
the servant may be dismissed from :>ervice, the guest may be dishonoured,
but "THE SON ABIDETH EVER." Into this relationship believers are,
even now, brought. "Now are we the sons of God;" every privilege of
sonship is ours now, and ours eternally, if with our hearts we now believe
in Jesus unto righteousness.
VI. Believers are marle ITEIRS of Gorl.-Every son is not an heir, but all
God's sons are "begotten again to an inheritance incorruptible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for them who
are kept by the power of God, through faith, unto salvation." This
inheritance cannot be lost to them, seeing it is "reserved in lwaven fot·
them." They cannot be lost to their inheritance, seeing they are" kept by
the power of Gorl." Faith is the instrumentality by which they are kept,
and they will continually be kept until they enter on the full enjoyment of
complete salvation. There is an extreme of blessing here. Our God will
do nothing by halves-nothing with reserve. Not only are believers
made heirs of God, they are also made JOINT-HEIRS WITH OHRIST. Jesus,
the Elder Brother, gets nothing apart from those whom He is not
ashamed to call brethren. The law of primogeniture does not appeal'
in the statute-book of heaven. We, the rightful heirs of wrath, are made
heirs in common with Jesus. He will have nothing that He will not
share with us. We are, even now, highly exalted with Him, "far above
all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to
come;" for we are "the Ohurch, which is His body."
VII. Believers are made ONE witA GArist.-Believers are "members of
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His body, of His flesh, and of His bones." Ohrist is in them; they are
in Ohrist. Ohrist and they are made perfect in One. The six former
blessings bring us into association with Jesus in six degrees, but here we
are brought into AOTUAL ONENESS. We are not separate beings morely,
but component parts of the whole Ohrist. We are complete in Ohrist.
The wife may treacherously depart from her husband, but a man's members, his flesh, his bones, are himself. Apart from him they have no
existence; without them he is imperfect. The Lord Jesus Christ nourishes
and cherishes His Ohurch as His own body. Believers are one with
Jesus, even as He is One with the Father.
" So nigh, so very nigh to God,
They cannot nearer be;
For in the Person of His Son,
They are as near as He."
How inexplicable the mystery of divine love! The holy, harmless,
undefiled One takes black sinners, washes them in His precious blood
until all their sins are gone, and they become whiter than the virgin
snow; then He invests them in the spotless robe of His own righteousness,
and, looking upon them as they stand comely in the comeliness wherewith He HimseH has arrayed them, He s~ys, "Thou art all fair, my
love: there is no spot in thee." Human language is utterly powerless
to tell forth this glory and blessedness. Believers are "the fulness of
Him that filleth all in all." Oh, the triumph of superabounding grace!
Oh, the depths of the unsearchable riches of Ohrist! All spiritual
blessings, all things are ours, if we belong to Ohrist. "Seein~ these things
are so, what manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation
and godliness? "
T. W. MEDHURST.
Landport.

THOUGHTS ON GENESIS.-ISAAU AS A TYPE OF OHRIST.
(GE~.

xxii.)

TUE first point in which Isaac appears as a type of Ohrist may be
gathered from the second verse, showing him to be the well-beloved of his
father: "Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom tlwu lovest." So
God speaks of His only Son in Matt. iii. 7; "This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased." And in Isaiah xlii. 1: "Behold my servant,
whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delightetll;" together with
many other passages. The next point is from the same verse-" And
offer Him there for a burnt-offering." In Heb. x. 10 it is said, "By the
which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all;" and, in the Hth verse.. "For, by one offering, He
bath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Isaac was to be offered
up in obedience to his father's will, according to the express command of
God; so was Ohljst offered up. "Lo, I come to do Thy will, 0 God."
But in one respect the type here fails. Isaac was not a sin offering,
whereas" Ohrist was once offered to bear the sins of many" (Heb. ix.
28). In a sense, Isaac would have been a voluntary sllcrifice, for we do
not find him making any objections or resistance, though it is possible he
might not be made acquainted with his father's motive for what he did
uutil he was bound, and the hand was uplifted to slay him; but even then
we do not hear a murmuring word, but he quietly submitted to hi"
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father's decree. So was Christ a voluntary Sacrifice: "I delight to do Thy
will, 0 my God; yea, Thy law is within my heart" (Ps. xl. 8). "My
meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work"
(John iv. 34). Also in Heb ix. 14: "Who, through the eternal Spirit,
offered Himscifwithout spot to God." Again, in the 18th verse: "But
now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of Himself." There is another point which comes out very
beautifully: "And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, ancl
laid it upon Isaac his son;" so that Isaac might be said to bear his cross.
How exactly was this type fulfilled in our great Antitype. "And they
took Jesus, and led Him away; and He, bearing E1'S C/,08S, went forth into·
a place called the place of a skull, which is called in tho Hebrew Golgotha, where they crucified Him" (John xix. 17). "Abraham bound
Isaac his son." "And when they had bound Him (Christ), they led
Him away" (Matt. xxvii. 2). "And they came to the place which God!.
had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood
in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon tbe
wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to
slay his son." "Could it be," asks an able writer, "tbat in this mount
of vision the sacrifice of God's own Son was here foresbadowed, and
Abraham thus saw Christ's day afar off, and was glad?" . The question
is a pertinent one, and well worthy of consideration. Isaac was also a
type of the resurrection of Christ. Abraham had given him up as dead;
yet "he accounted that God wat< able to raise him up again, even from
the dead, from whence also he received him in a figure" (Heb. xi. 19).
" And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a
ram caught in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the
ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in tho stead of his son..".
There appears to be something typical also in tbis, for the ram IS
frequently mentioned, indeed appointed by God in the Jewish ceremonial
law as a peace-offering. "And Moses burnt the whole ram upon the
altar; it was a burnt sacrifice for a sweet eavour, and an offering made
by fire unto the Lord; as the Lord commanded Moses" (Lev. viii. 21).
" He slew also the bullock and the ram for a sacrifice of peace-offerings,
which was for the people" (Lev. ix. 18). "And for a sacrifice of pcaceofferings, two oxen; five rams," &c. (Num. vii. 17), ~ith others: S(}
that God accepted a peace-offering from Abraham, ehowmg that hIS act
of obedience bad been well pleasing in His sight; nay, as Abraham had
said to his son, God Himself" provided a lamb for a burnt-£lffering,"
thus making peace between Himself and the sinner; and so do the
types and the fulfilment sweetly intermingle together. .
W.
FAITHFUL WORDS TO THE REV. A. F.
My DEAR Srn,-I have often had you presented on my mind; and with.
many kind feelings have desired that you might be brought to a better
and clearer knowledge of your interest in Christ's salvation.' 1 have
always thought those various conflicts described in the papers you sent
me must CErtainly be the beginning of a work of grace. I have
watched and grieved to see the pains you have taken to drown them by .
carnal means. If they were of God, you have .this word still in your behalf, which Christ speaks of His sheep: "None shall pluck them out of
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my hands." You, myfriend, have met with many pluckers, and you have been
too willing to comply with them, and have often quarrelled with God because
you could not more fully perform your enterprize. It appears as if the
battle was not yet over, and that the Lord will not give up the contest,
and that probably you will lose your life in the conflict. Nevertheless,
if it should be proved that there was but one spark of spiritual life in
your first convictions (though many years ago), you and I are taught by
the Word to understand that it is of an incorruptible nature, and must
endure to eternal life.
All your various backslidings, your shiftings of convictions, and your
many voyages to Tarshish, instead of obeying the Word of God, will now
come crowding into your conscience, and will bring your spirit, with
many acknowledgments of your foolishness and desperate proceedings,
and show you how awfully you have departed from the little you
have had. Yet you will find, in the midst of all these despairing
thoughts, that the Lord can bring you out of the iron furnace of the
Egypt of this world, and make you a part of His inh~ritance. The
Lord has left on record, for our comfort, that He will not break a bruised
l"eed (Isaiah xlii. 3). Are you not this-weak as a reed, shaken with
every wind of temptation, and bruised in conscience with shame and
guilt, so that you scarcely dare look up for mercy, and yet seem to
smite upon the breast as a token of a feeling sense of your utter ruin?
The Lord has hemmed you in on every side. It is His design (if you
belong to Him) that you shall find no way of escape wherever you go.
" Though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven,
yet will I gathel" them from thence" (Nehemiah i. 9). "Whither shall
I go from Thy Spirit, or whither shall I flee from Thy presence?"
(Psalm cxxxix.)
My dear friend, much better and safer it would be for you to fall at
the feet of Jesus as a conquered, subdued, foe, and tell Him you havlil no
power left, and see if He will not prove to you a better Friend than you
can ever find in any of the foreign physicians or climates. The oil and
the :v~ne He ~ours forth is both healing and strengthening. No natural
medicme or chmate can reach a wounded conscience. Our dear departed
friend found the sweet effects of falling flat at the feet of our Good Samal"itan, who smiled upon him, comforted his wounded, sin-sick soul, and
made his painful death-bed the happiest place he knew on earth. It is
~y sincere desire that you may find the same.-J. Bourne.
THE LATE MR. HENRY EVE.
. [As a small token of affectionate regard for the departed, the following
address, framed and glazed, was presented to his bereaved widow.]
"SAINT LUKE'S SUNDAY SCHOOLS, BEDMINSTER.
..
" 14th January, 1874.
"DEA~;~MRS. EVE,-Associated as we have been for so many years
'. with your late beloved husband in the working of the above schools, it
was with the deepest possible regret that we heard of his so sudden and
.' unexpected removal.
. '" If the loss be great-yea, we had nearly said il'l'eparable-to us,
how much more so to you?
"Permit us, therefore, to offer you our sincerest sympathies, accom-
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panied with our heartfelt prayers that the Lord Himself may be your
tltrength and Comforter.
" We would affectionately commend to your conside;ration those precious promises in which the Lord J ehovah has declared that He will be
a Husband to the widow and the Father of the fatherless.
"We feel assured that, as soon as circumstances will allow you calmly
to reflect upon this most afflictive providence, it will afford you no small
·degree of comfort to consider the wide-spread respect and affection in
which your departed one was held.
" We, his associates in the Lord's work, shall ever regard his memory
with a hallowed remembrance of his untiring, self-denying efforts for the
present and eternal welfare of the young by whom he was surrounded.
"His removal from amopgst us has been most sudden and unlooked
for, it is true; but we would remind you that, although his~sun has gone
down at noonday, his gentle, loving spirit was the sooner released ±i.·om
what was to him, emphatically, the turmoil of life, and the very
speediness of his call only served to abbreviate his physical sufferings.
" 'Vith unbounded confidence we can now contemplate him, as ' for
ever with the Lord,' in that better, brighter land where' the inhabitant
never says, I am sick, and the people who dwell therein are forgiven
thlOir iniquity.'
"May you, and may we, have grace to follow him as he followed
Christ; and, remembering the brevity of life, may you, and may we, be
cheered and comforted, as the Psalmist was, by the reflection, ' I shall
go to him, though he shall not return to me.'
" We are, dear Mrs. Eve,
"Yours faithfully and affectionately,
" D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D., V£car.
" A. BRAlTHWAITE, Curate.
"GEORGE DUCK,
I
"WILLIAM GOODRIDGE, J Churchwardens.
" Signed on behalf of ourselves and fellow-teachers,
<I J. HOWELL, Superintendent.
"S. J OHNSON, Librar·ian."

SCOTTISH VERSION OF THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM.
1. THE Lord is my Herd, nae want sal fa' me.
2. He louts me still lie amang green howes. He airts me atoure by the
lowing wattirs.
3. He waukins my wae gaen Baul. He wiesses me roun until Richt Roddins
for His ain name's sake.
.
4.. Na! though I gang thro' the deid mirk dale, I sal dreid nae skaithin,
for YERSEL are nar by me, YER stock and YER stay hand me ay' cheerie.
5. My Buird, ye hae hanselled in face 0' my faes. Ye hae droukit my heid
wi oyle, an' my bicker is fu' an skailin.
6. Sae, sal guid gree, an guid guidin gang wi me ilk day 0' my livin. An
ever mail' syne, in the Lord's ain howf, at lang last mak bidan.
Perhaps some of the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE may be interested
in peruslDg the above curious Scottish version of the 231'd Psalm. '1'he
Psalm a9 now given was quoted Borne years ago by Dr. Hatley
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vVaddell, in a lecture delivered by him in Edinburgh, on "King David
,as a Lyric Writer." vVe would now only ask permission to notice, by
way of elucida.tion, one or two passages that ma.y be of use to an English
reader. The third verse opens with the awakening and restoration of
the Boul to God after it has wandered woefully from the side of the Good.
Shepherd, and the believer, like a thoughtles9, straggling sheep, is turned
round into the paths of righteousness. The shepherds of Scotland-many
.of them keen-minded, thinking men, who follow theil' flocks on mountain
slope and wide moorland-would (doubtless with the herdsmen of other
pastoral countries) explain the" Richt Roddins" as established footpaths, that are opposed to false ones made by the sheep as they browse
and wander over their feeding grounds; tracks, in point of fact, uncertain
and tortuous, without any apparent beginning or ending. The" Richt
Roddins "-the' paths of righteousness "-so written, are decided and
acknowledged minor roadways leading on to the sheep-fold, and are
formed by the feet of the bleating herds as they move hom@wards und@r
the care of the shepherds at eventide. Again, in the fifth verse, the
head "droukit" with oil-drenched, dripping under the loving hands
of the Great High Priest, Jesus, who supplieth all things to His
people, giving liberally and upbraiding not, who giveth more graceand the" Bicker," teeming with the over-measure of divine love, are,
to a Scottish ear, singularly full and exquisite readings of this beautiful
psalm. A portion of' Holy Scripture, rendered equally excellent in our
English Bibles, and whioh has ever been, we need hardly say, throu~hont
manifold ages, to every living member and section of the Ohnstian
Church, tenderly replete with the voice of promise, already fulfilled, and
of coming anticipated joys and consolation. We would only add, that
the homely northern idiom, the "Yersel" of the fourth verse, describing
the Personality of our blessed Lord with His children, as they pass
through the mirky dale of death, is most touching in its faith and trusty
love, that He will be there Himself to support and comfort.
A PAGE FOR THE YOUNG AND ANXIOUS.
L - - and her niece Lottie, one fine afternoon in the early spring,
took a walk, passing by some pretty gardens, nicely decorated with early
flowers. The pale snowdrop had partially withered, but the crocus, in
colours gay, had appeared. 'fhe tiny and slender green leaf compactly
surrounding each, with its colours bright and rare, all emerging from
their dark bed of earth, g-ave variety and a most charming appearance,
denoting that welcome spring again was here.
Onr object was to go to the village post-office (no very great distance
from our home). After dropping in letters one, two, and three, my niece
asked me if I would go back through the village. I consented, and
said, "Yes, we will." This greatly pleased her, knowing how seldom·1 was
inclined to take this walk.
•
We soon came to the churchyard of B - - 0--, at the entrance of
which Lottie had another request to make-that she might go and see Mrs.
N--'s grave, if I would wait for her. Giving her permission, off she
tl ipped, ,and was soon back, exclaiming, " Oh, auntie, Mrs. N--'s grave
looks so nice, and there are some nice shrubs planted in it;" but added,
as if she had noticed something that vexed her, "there was an old cap
thrown upon it, which I should like to have removed, but could not reach
AUNT
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it, for the iron railing- enclosing it, unless I had an umbrella stick; then
I could have done so."
Here I could not help but admire this dear child's love to her friend,
manliest not only in her desire to see how the grave looked (in fond
memory-of the dear departed one, who was one whom we well knew
and was well respected), but more e~pecially for the sake of Mrs.
N--'s daughter, her only surviving child, and who, upon her mother's
decease, left dear old England to join some distant relatives in a foreign
land. The acquaintance of Lottie with this young lady was short, their
knowledge of each other brief, but truly sincere. Lottie knew that,
separated by distance, she conld not see it, as, prior to Miss N--'s
departure, she gave orders for the tomb of her fond parcmt to be well
and properly done; therefore it is with pleasure and satisfaction this dear
child occasionally looks upon it. Her love for her is unabated. O~ten has
she said, "I hope Rhoda will some day come back again; I should so
like to see her."
In the absence of Lottie, my mind was deeply exercised in solemn
meditation. Facing one of the short walks on the western side of the graveyard, my eye read on the tombstones surrounding me this text again
and again: "Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of Man cometh" (Matt. xxiv. 44). This solemn text:fixed itself on
my mind-fastened on my memory-the solemnity of the text remaining
with me for many hours afterwards. What is it to be ready? was the
question I asked myself. Can one who feels to be a lost and guilly
sinner, utterly helpless and undone, be said to be ready? Nay. Cau
one thoroughly engaged in active life, seeking only this world's wealth,
honour, and applause-can such a one be said to be ready? Nay.
Can one who goes on, Gallio like, caring for none of these thing-s, be said. to
be ready? Nay, nay. To whom, then, can this rightly apply? Certain as
we are that death will come, and, sooner or later, will over~ake us all,
it verily is a personal matter, and one with which we all shall have to
do. This readiness is felt only by such who are made ready by the Spirit of
God when He speaks with a convincing and converting power, causing
the sinner to mourn his condition; a sensible and feeling time enjoyed.
Then it will be his cry, "Lord, do it all fOl" me; prepare me for all Thou
hast prepared;" and under this sweet influence the poor tried one can
leave it all, knowing that all will be well, a,nd in submission say, "Not
my will, but Thine, 0 L'lrd, be done." Blessed acquiescence in our Father's
will. "Even so, come, Lord Jesus." The sinner under such feelings cries
out, " Lord, undertake for me. Do appear for me even now. Make me
ready for the summons whensoever it shall come. May I be prepared
to meet Him."
"When Thou, my righteous Judge, shall come
To take Thy ransom'd people home,
Shall I among them stand?
Shall such a worthless worm as I,
-Who sometimes am afraid to die,
Be found at Thy right hand P"
With these solemn thoughts, which nothing could efface, I retired, and
poured out my soul in cries and tears, that the Lord would IIppear and
again manifest Himself to me, unworthy as I felt to be, begging He would
grant me another favour, show me another token, and once more look upon
me. It was a wrestling and feeling time, for I wanted a blessing, I wantod to
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hear His voice speak to me-yes, even me-enabling me to realize the joy
()f my salvation in a precious Christ, a sight and sense of my risen Lord.
My mind at last became a little stayed; something like a peaceful calm
after a storm pervaded. I went to sleep. Waking early, this text came
with power and sweetness, such as I had not feH for many years before:
" My sheep hear my voice .... aud I know them, and they follow me"
(Johnx.27). Oh, to be one of Christ's sheep! Under the Shepherd's care,
nothing can hmt, alarm, or distress. Ee careth for and gently leadeth His
sheep. The knowledge He bath of them. He knows that, wheresoever they
are, His eye sees them, for" the Lord knoweth them that are His." How
sweet and precious arc these never-to-be-forgotten seas:>ns! Verily" weeping endureth for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
Bishop's Cleeve.

WHAT GOD HATH WROUGHT!
To the Editor oftlw Gospel Magazint,.
DEAH CrrRlsrIAN FRIENDS,-Let us look at England, witl! only one
remedy left in June, 1872, and England, and "What hath God wrought?"
in February, 1874, and see if we have not great cause to thank God, and
taJce coura,qe-to set up our ·Ebenezer, and say, "Hitherto llath the Lord
helped t!s."
The Lord in His blessed Word says (Ezek. ix. 4), "Go through the
midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon
the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations
that be done in the midst thereof."
In June, 1872, I was led to write and exhort you specially to pray for
.our guilty, but long highly-favoUl'E d, land and nation. Viewing the
ominous" signs of the times" in the light. of God's revealed will, I said
(I quote from a revised letter published by Messrs. Collingridge):" The nation is on the eve of a great crisis; that, should the Lord permit
.another Parliament to be returned like the present, at the next general
election, the days of England's Protestant supremacy will be numbered....
In this truly alarming state of things, we have only one remedy left us, and
.that is PRAYER."
I instanced, for our encouragement, the nople prayer of King Jeho'shaphat, as recorded in 2 Chron. xx. 6-12, and then added"That prayer ranged God on his side; made the battle not theirs, but
Hod's; and thus it must be with us. We must range God on our side, and
make the battle His and not ours; and victory will as certainly follow us as
it did them."
Whoever would, or could, have believed that, in the short space of twenty
montl.s, the Lord would have so wonderfully answered the prayers of His
people as to' causenr:l less than sixty more Conservative members to be
returned to Parliament than were there before? "This is the Lord's
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes." According to this time, it shall
·be said of Jacob and 'of Israel, "What f!ath God wrought?" I am quite
aware that many, even amongst those who" profess and call themselves
Christians," will ridicule the idea that this surprising result has been
brought to pass through the prayers of God's living family; but such
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persons are out of the secret-they know not the power of prayer, anc"l
what a great blessing a few of God's poor praying people are to a community, or a nation. It is said of Mary Queen of Scots-that bigoted
Papist-that she dreaded the prayers of John Rnox more than an army
of ten thousand soldiers! What a testimony to the power of prayol'!
And, although this reaction appears to be moro of a Conservative, or
political, than of a Protestant, character, yet, viewed even in that light,
the conviction forces itself upon the mind that such a surprisingchange must
be the work of God; and, whilst many will rob God of His glory, by attributing the result to various secondary causes, be it ours, my dear Christian
friends, to give Him all the praise of that which His power and goodness have wrought for us, let us thank God, and take cow'age. Truly" Ho·
disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their enterprize. He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and
the counsel of the froward is carried headlong" (Job v. 12, 13). What
a striking example of this we have before us! Our late J esuitical
Premier little anticipated such a disastl'ouS result to his sudden and unexpected appeal to the country. Oh, no; God has" taken the wise in his
own craftiness." It is only a. ShOlt time since that God took away the
ringleader of that foul Ritualistic conspiracy in the Church of England
by a sudden and une'xpected stroke. How suddenly and unexpectedly
has the same almighty hand wrested the reigns of Government out of
the hands of the destroyer of our Protestantism with all its blessings,
never more, we hope and trust, to return into such wicked hands, for the
Gladstone Government will ever be remembered as the most disastrons
to the interests of Protestantism that England has had the misfortune to
witness :for many generations.
And, although the present Government and Parliament are not so·
decidedly Protestant as we should like to see them, yet what Christian
patriot can look upon the mighty change without thanking God and
taking courage, and exclaiming, "What lwth Gael wr'ougl!t?" And,
although Mr. Disraeli's antecedents are not such that we can place any
confidence, either in him or his Government, yet the wondrous change
that God has wrought in the constitution of the House of Commons
must be a token for gooel; and we hope and trusG, in answer to prayer, that
our great and gracious God will still overrule all things for the good of
His Church and the welfare of our beloved country.
Again referring to my letter, I say"It is almost impossible to over-estimate the tremendous issues of the next
general election. What a vast difference it would have made with J ehoshaphat
and his people had they, by their supineness, allowed their enemies to prevail
over them bef01'e they sought help of the Lord. Oh, yes; now is the time fnr
action. The battle must be fought, and the vict01l1 won BY US upon our knees at
the thr'one of grace, BEFORE it is won at the httstings and in Parliament."

What surprising words, and how marvellously have they been fulfilled hitherto! Oh, the infinite condescension of our great and gracious
God in listening to such poor, miserable prayers aB ours often are! Here
we mU8t set up our Ebenezel', and say, "Hitherto hatlt the Lonlltelpeel us."
Truly, "according to this time it shall be said of J acob and of Israel,
What hath God wrought I" No doubt, many who fear God, when they
read these words, and see the wonders God has wrought for us, will take
shame and confusion of face to themselves that they so little obeyed the-
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exhortation to pray for our guilty land. Still, dear Ohristian friends, let
us thank God, and take courage. There is a mighty work before us ; for,
if Popery is to be put down, which it must and shall be, God helping us,
we shall need your prayers more than ever. In my letter I mentioned four
things"1st, the total repeal of the fatal Act of 1829; 2nd, the stoppage of all
public grants for the support of Popish priests and Popish schools; 3rd, the
supp~'ession of all monasteries and nunneries in the land; and 4th and last-but
not least-the expulsion of every member of that great and dangerous secret
society-the Society of Jesuits-who are continually plotting the overthrow
of this Protestant country."
The bare mention of these things will be sufficient to convince every
one, who has any knowledge of the dreadful nature of Popery, that to
accomplish such a mighty work as this will require an English Bismarck
or another Oliver Oromwell; but where are we to find him? The Lord
knows, dear friends; for He has the hearts of all in His hand. Be it
ours to supplicate His blessed Majesty-to besiege the throne of gracefor this blessing, and we doubt not He will be forthcoming at the right
time. But let us not despise the day of small things. Although the
present Government and Parliament are not, as we ,have said, so decidedly
Protestant as we should like to see them, yet, throug'h the Lord's wonderworking hand, they are immensely better than their l)redecessors, who
favoured Popery in every possible way. We are quite sure of this-that
the only possible way for things to go on well, is to strengthen the hands of the
Government and the Protestant members in the House, both Liberal
and Oonservative, by our united, earnest, and persevering prayers. Dear
Ohristian friends, do pray for the Lord's blessing upon our Parliament.
Would to God that all party distinctions were abolished, and that God's
precious truth was the great object contended for! But, alas! the time
has not yet arrived for such a blessed consummation. As to the way and
manner, permit me to refer you once more to my letter" And for this end and purpose I would humbly suggest that every Monday
evening be specially set apart for the gathering together of those who fear
the Lord, to seek help of Him against Popery, with all its detestable enormities;-Popery, the enemy of God and His truth; - Popery, the enemy of
our beloved country-om civil and religious liberties, &c. Let this be the
subject of earnest prayer to God in our prayer·meetings, in our families, and
in om closets. May the Spirit of grace and of supplications be so poured
out upon us that wrestling J acobs may become prevailing Israels; and thus
we may prove that "the e.ffectual fervent prayer of a righteous 1nctn availeth
1n1wh" (James v. 16).
.
Dear brethren, let me again ask you to "suffer the word of exhortation," seeing that God has exceeded in blessing us above all that we
asked, or even thought. Hear His gracious words to King J ehoshaphat:
"Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see
the salvation of the Lord with you, 0 Juaah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be
dismayed; to-morrow go out against them: for the Lord will be with you ,.
(2 Ohron. xx. 17). Oh, blessed answer of a prayer-hearing and prayeranswering God! "the same ye"terday, and to-day, and for ever." Dear
friends, it remained for us, before the present month, to prove the Lord
the same" mighty God" 1874 years after, that He was to J ehoshaphat
and his people 896 years before, His incarnation; but now, blessed be
God, we have the proof before our eyes in the present House of Oommons.
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All glory, say we, to the Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel, for ever
and ever. Amen.
As there is nothing like" the sw~rd of the Spirit, which is the Word
of God," for combating Popery and error of every description; and as
there is a lamentable amount of ignorance in the minds even of. many
'Christians of the dreadful nature of Popery; before I take my leave of
you on the present occasion, I will answer the question,
What is Popery?
in the very words of Scripture, that infallible testimony, which cannot be
gainsaid.
" And I saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten
horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of
blasphemy" (Rev. xiii. 1).
TIIl's is Popery.
" And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were
as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion; and the
dragon (that is the devil) gave him his power, and his seat, and great
authority" (v. ~).
This is Popery.
" And I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet-coloured beast, fuH of the
names of blasphemy; having seven heads and ten horns" (Rev. xvii. 3).
This is Popery.
" And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her
hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornications" (v. 4).
.
This is Popery.
" And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH" (v. 5).
This is Popery.
" And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus" (v. 6).
TMs is Popery.
" I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that
carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns" (v. 7).
" The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of
the bottomless pit, and go into perdition" (v. 8).
"The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth" (v. 9).
"The ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received
no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast"
(v. 12).
" And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth
over the kings of the earth" (v. 18). Tlbis is Popery as seen by the Apostle
John in vision.
"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils" (1 'rim. iv. 1).
This is Popery.
" Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a
hot iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats"
(v. 2, 3).
This is Popery.
" Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition" (2 Thess. ii. 3). This is the Pope, the head ofPopery.
"Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or
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that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
showing himself that he is God" (v. 4).
TMs is tlte Pope, the head of Popery.
"And then shall that Wicked be revealed whom the Lord shall consume with tho spirit of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness
of His coming" (v 8).
This is the Pope, the head of PrJpery.
"Even him whose coming is after the working of Satan, with all
power, and signs, aud lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of
the truth that they might be saved" (v. 9, 10). This is the Pope and Popery.
"And for this cause God l:lhall seUlI them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie; that they all might be be damned who believed not
the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness" (v. 11, 12). This is
Popery as revealed to the Apostle Paul by tAe Holy Ghost.
"Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ye holy apostles and prophets;
for God hath avenged you on her" (Rev. xviii. 20).
This is Popery.
"And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast
it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon
be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all" (v. 21).
This is Popery.
" And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of
all that were slain upon the earth" (v. 24).
This z's Popery.
Talk of Popery being the Church of God, and the Pope the vicar of
Christ upon earth! a greater lie was never invented by the devil. God
has notlting whatever to do with Popery, beyond permitting it to exist for His
glory in its final destruction. "For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil" (1 J obn iii. 8).
That Popery is of the devil no one with the Word of God in his hand
can truthfully deny; but many will deny it because they are deceived
and blinded by the god of this world, just as the Apostle writes of the
Gospel: "But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; iu
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of
God, should shine unto them" (2 Cor. iv. 3,4). This solemn statement
is not made for the purpose of offending anyone-God forbid-but to
warn the unwary what a dreadful, abominable thing Popery is. "Come
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and
God hath remembered her iniquities. Reward. her even as she rewarded
you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup
which she hath filled fill to her double. How much she hath glorified
herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for
she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no
sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly,burned with fire: for strong is
the Lord God who judgeth her" (Rev. xviii. 4-8). This is Popery, that
great apostacy that "the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming" (2 Thess.
Yours faithfuly in the Lord,
ii. 8).
Liverpool.
P. LEIGH.
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CROSS-WEARING.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-There was an article, which appeared in the
Rernembrancer last month, on the above subject. by Mr. Walker, which I
did not quite like. In attacking opinions, or practices, we should take care
to use Scripture language. Mr. Walker, in his zeal against cross-wearers,
has not made use, I think, of suitable weapons, and has been led to speak
disparagingly of the cross. The cross is a most important part of a
man's religion. In declaring against cross-wearing, we must be careful
not to diminish the weight or importance of the doctrines of the cross.
We must not speak of the cross as if a man's religion had nothing to do
with it. Take the cross out of my religion, and you take away the very
gist and essence of my religion; you take away that of which Paul was
determined to know nothing else among the Corinthians. " I am determined," said he, "to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ and
Him crucified." You take away the very thing which, had the eyes and
minds of the Galatians been more fixed upon, they had not embraced
the J udaising teachers. "0 foolish Galatians," said the Apostle, "who
hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes
Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?" And,
to return to my own experience, you take away from me all those faith's
views of the cross and Christ crucified, the blotting out of the handwriting
of ordinances against us now nailed to the cross (Col. ii. 14, 15). You
take away from my faith's view that crucified Man, the Lord of life ancI
glory, who, with His crown of thorns and blood-stained features, was
first revealed to me fifty years ago, and so became my God, and I became
a worshipper of a crucified Man. And, lastly, you take away that which
neither saints nor angels in heaven shall ever be allowed to forget, as
that to which they owe all their bliss and glory, " the Lamb in the midst
of the throne, as it hail been slain from the foundation of the world, in
whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily."
Mr. Walker's answer to his first opponent was very good and very
suitable; but that to his second opponent has, I think, furnished his
second opponent with all the argument or answer he or she needs.
You say, might his opponent answer, that the cross is an emblem of
sin, of God's wrath, of the Redeemer's agonies and death, of the curse of
God, of His humiliation and disgrace. These are the very things I mean
to represent by the cross. You say we are to call the cross" Nehushtan,
a piece of bras~." This I could not do. You say a gallows, or a guillotine, would be a ghastly emblem; and yet, if the Lord had been hung on
a gallows, or executed by a guillotine, then I should have used either in
the same way I now use the cross. Again, you say these emblems are the
badge of a party. I acknowledge it, and profess to belong to that party.
Very well, now we understand you perfectly; but you must consider
what party it is you profess to belong to and have cast in your lot with.
Not the High Church party only, nor the Ritualists, nor the formalists,
whose religion is the religion of externals, but the Papists also;
for the idolatry of externals is the root of Popery. It was the introduc·
tion of these emblems, as of the cross, &c., which proved to be the thin
edge of the wedge which led to all the idolatry of the Church of Rome.
We must, therefore, conclude that, as your religion is the religion of
externals, you are totally unacquainted with the internals and spirituals
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of the Gospel of Christ, so that you must not be surprised at last if you
find yourself amongst those whose names are not" written in the Lamb's
book of life," and amongst such as "make an image to the beast, and
receive his mark in their right hand or in their foreheads." See the
crucifixes set up at every corner of the highways in some parts of France
and Italy.
How such passages as the following, in Mr. Walker's piece, could be
admitted into the Rememorancer I don't know.
Mr. Walker says, "The cross signifies the triumph of Satan, and
nothing else."
Again, "Why should I, a living member of God's family, go back to
the cross for comfort and inspiration '? It speaks to me' only of my shame
and ruin." I should have been sorry to have used such language. Mr.
Walker could never mean this. What would John Bunyan have said to
it? ,Vhere did he get his comfort and peace? Where did he get rid
of his burden of ~uilt ? Where did it fall from his back but at the foot
of the cross? Where else did I get my peace? My most vivid moments
have been when I had Christ crucified before me. There was a timeand those my happiest days-when Christ on His cross never left me.
Again, " The cross represents only the death of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the Apostle Paul tells us that faith in a dead Christ is no faith at
all." Where do you find such language as this? It is all very well to
contend against" cross-wearing," but let it be done with lawful weapons
-words of truth.
Again, "The thing which you suspend around your neck is little less
than an insult to the Saviour. It represents sin, the curse," &c., &c.
Bnt does it not do more? Does it not represent the putting away of sin
and redemption from the curse? " He put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself."
Mr. Walker, in his mistaken zeal, has written too much in disparagement of that cross on which I now, in my eighty-first year and fiftieth
year in grace, hang all my hopes. I could quote many similar passages
in his piece. I should have been sorry to have admitted such sentences
into any publication I had to do with. His language is quite Plymothian.
I remember a lady, who was intending to join the Plymouth Brethren,
sayinlo\, in her folly, "I do not want to hear so much about Christ
crucified; I want to hear about Christ exalted, Christ on the throne,
Christ triumphant." So they, I suppose, would see no objection to what
Mr. Yvalker has said. But I have not so learnt Christ.
It were well for the evangelicals of the day' to consider whether their
degenerated l)reaching-mere doctrinal argumentation, rationalism, snch
a mingling of law and Gospel, grace and works-has not in a great
measure contributed to the present calamity of Ritualism, semi-Popery, and
anti-Protestantism so rampant at the present day. We know that the chief
cause lay in the sad retention of so much of the heads of Popery in the
formularies of the Church of England. It is well known that in the
days of Elizabeth, when a reformation or alteration of the. Prayer Book
was attempted, the object was to take out every thing that would give
offence to the Roman Catholic party, and make it as palatable to them as
possible, and which was done.
But to return to the preaching. Where do you find now such men as,
dear old Watts Wilkinson? He was not ashamed of his colours as a
decided Calvinist and free-grace preacher of the sovereignty of J ehovah-
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Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. How he del;<:,hted to dwel~ upon the
everlasting covenant, and in such an experimentill} way. I call hIm a model
preacher. The peculiarities of his preaching were great simplicity and
great unction.-Yours in Gospel union and affection,
J. A. W ALLINGER.
In reference to the subject of this paper, how could Mr. Walker join
in the following lines ?"Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, Precious drops my soul bedewing,
Plead and claim my peace with God.
Which before the cross I spend;
Life and health and peace possessing, "Here it is I find my heaven,
From the sinner's dying Friend.
While upon the Lamb I gaze;
Love I much? I've much forgiven;
"Here I'd sit for ever viewing
I'm a miracle of grace."
Mercy's streams in streams of blood;
Hear what Bel'1'idge says:" May all my Saviour's love and smart
Be sweetly graven on my heart,
And with me fast abide."
Hear also what Hart says:" Great High Priest, we view Thee stooping,
With our names upon Thy breast;
In the garden groaning, drooping,
To the ground with horror presto
On tbe cross Tby body broken
Cancels every present tie."
Or, again:Like a rich olive bruised and pres't,
"The single boon I would entreat,
Is to be led by Thee;
With agonizing smart.
To gaze upon Thy bloody sweat,
"To see Thee bow'd beneath my guilt,
In sad Gethsemane.
Intolerable load;
"To view (as I could bear at least)
To see Thy blood for sinners spilt,
Thy tender, broken heart,
My groaning, gasping God! "
See also Hart's 63rd hymn.
If a man's religion and experience is destitute of these feelings, I must
doubt whether he has got the true religion-I must doubt whether he
knows the Lord.
J. A. W.
[We have no wish to anticipate our brother WALKER's reply. He will,
we are sure, be quite ready to answer for himself; but a circumstance of
very recent occurrence compels us to say, that it was not with the veriest
thought of speaking lightly of all the solemn transactions of Oalvary
that led Mr. W ALlCER to write as he did upon cross-wearing. As Lot's
righteous soul was vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked, so
our brother WALKER'S mind has been grieved as he has seen professed
Protestants assuming this badge of Romanism. Nothing mo).·e tends to
grati~y the abettors of this accursed system than the adoption of so distinguishing a mark. Time was when the wearing cf the cross would have
stamped the wearer as a Papist; if that, however, were the alternative now,
their multiplication would be fearful indeed. The fact, however, to which
we have alluded, was with respect to a daughter of a mutual friend of our
very old and now venerable correspondent, our dear brother W ALLINGER.
Some seven-and-twenty years ago, we three met at a friend's house at
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Brighton. Doubtless hA will remember what passed. The results of
that conver8ation we, p.osonally, shall ever have reason most gratefully
to recollect. But what will our dear brother say when we apprise him of
the fact that, when the other day in London, and just as his letter had
been sent on to us, we casually met, at a friend's house, a daughter of
that once champion for God and truth, more thoroughly encased-shall
we say hardened ?-in Romanism than anyone with whom we ever
remember to have come in contact? As she entered the room where we
were sitting, the large white cross dangling from her neck, a similarly
conspicuous one appended to her side, and one at each ear, so I'oused us
that we could but earnestly and affectionately remonstrate, in similar
terms to those quoted from our brother WALKER'S pamphlet about wearing the fac-simile of the weapon by which some dear friend had been
cruelly murdered. But, alas! all our arguments had not the veriest
influence whatever. We never met one so insensible to impression.
Although we dealt with her in the plainest possible manner, appealing
to the memory of her father, as we formerly knew him, and, as we said
to her, before his latter affiiction and various infirmities came upon him j
Btill, all was to no purpose. We entreated that the weight of our own
years, and, speaking as we did beneath hoar hairs, might lead her to
pause and consider; her reply was, that she was bound to listen and reply
to us" a8 a pn"est." We repudiated the idea. We declared ourselves to
be no priest. She simply smiled at the denial. We besought her to
" search the Scriptures." She said she did; but with what effect facts
proved. Our repeated assurance as to the fatal issue of her present
course, if persisted in, had not a feather's weight upon her. She was
both blinded and hardened, and, without exception, the most self-satisfied
person we ever remember to have conversed with. Never do we recollect
to have parted with a fellow-cr~ature with more thorough sadness of
heart. One of those present posItively withdrew from heaviness of soul
in the contemplation of that scene. Now, as we doubt not, our dear
brother WALKER has witnessed many such instances of the blinding, hardening, deceiving, and destructive influences of Romanism, or its twin
seducer, Ritualism, he has written the more earnestly and emphatically
by way of caution and remonstrance, and not, as we have said, in the
least wise to call in ql,l.estion, or detract from, the doctrine of the cross, or
the holy resolve and blessed determination of the Apostle Paul, "to know
nothing among men save Jesus Christ and Him crucified." We must
remind our venerable correspondent, our dear brother W ALLINGER, of
another fact, that, as an Irish clergyman, our brother ,VALlam had, for
many years, personally, lamentable illustratipns of the vain, futile, and
heartless character of this cross-wearing. In the sister isle, on every
hand, the cross as a standard, the cross as an ornament, the cross as a
badge, the cross as symbolized with the fingers, is to be met with; but,
under all this assumed reverence for the cross, what is the language and
what the conduct under the very shadow of that croBs? The personal
witnessing of these things, and the many years' painful familiarity with·
them, may well account for a righteous indignation being stirred up in the
hearts of any who see the captivating influence which Romanism is obtainning over a professedly Protestant community.-ED.l
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The P.ictorial World. A new illustrated paper, published weekly, at
the very moderate price of threepence. It is filled with spirited
engravings, and gives all the chief news, besides interesting notes 011
current events.
Selections from the Poems of Charlotte Elliott; with a J£emoir by her Sister.
London: Religious Tract Society. Pp. 256.
MISS OHARLOTTE ELLIOTTwas the author of the well-known and beautiful
hymns,"Just as I am," and "My God and Father,while I stray."
This is a handsome volume, containing her portrait, a sketch of h~r life,
and a considerable number of her poems. The greater part of her life
seems to have been spent 'in comparative seclusion, and in enfeebled
health; her poems savour of this, but, doubt.less, they are all the more
suitable and sweet to those who are called to pass through the same experience. Here is a specimen : "When all outward comfort flies,
" When all human help proves va.in,
And my heart within me dies,
And my agonizing pain
Hear, oh, hear, my troubled sighs:
More than nature can sustain:
Help me, 0 my Saviour!
Help me, 0 my Saviour!
" When the day brings pain and grief,
Night, nor respite, nor relief,
"Suffer not my faith to fail,
Whisper, 'These dark hours are
Let not Satan's darts assail,
brief:'
Lift the intercepting vail :
Help me, 0 my Saviour!
Help me, 0 my Saviour!
" Let me not on man depend,
But on Thee, th' unfailing Friend:
Be Thou near me to the end:
Help me, 0 my Saviour."
The llarty?' of Brentwood; or, Three Hundred Years Ago. By W. H. G.
KINGSTON, Author of "The Royal Merchant," &c. London: S. W.
Partridge and 00. Pp. 171.
A. STORY which we should like to see circulated far and wide. It shows
clearly the chief errors of the Ohurch of Rome, and descr.ibes the bitter
trials which the noble martyrs had to undergo.
Everlasting IJestruction. By J. H. BELL. London: John F. Shawand 00.
Pp. 290.
THE whole testimony of Scripture on this most important subject is here
carefully considered, and the conclusion to which the writer comes is this : " The evidence adduced . . . . is such as to prove in the plainest manner
that the judgment of God 'as revealed in His whole Word is one. . . , .
Not one text of the hundreds examined affords the least countenance either
to the doctrine of annihilation or to that of the cessation of punishment."
A New Companion to the Bible. London: Religious Tract Society, Pp. 384.
A VALUABLE book. It is intended for the use of Bible-classes, Sundayschools, and families, and contains a large amount of information respecting the sacred books, their language, geography, chronology, &c.
It is embellished with some good maps, and gives some usoful hints on
the study and interpretation of the Bible, such, e.g., as the following : " Before we can be certain that we are prepared to enter into the meaning
of p::l.l"ticular sections or chapters, it is important that we should be acquainteu
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with the book in its main scope or drift. To understand the scope or drift
of a book is often all that is needed to remove difficulties, and to reconcile
apparent contradictions. Thus, we need only to knolV the scope of the
epistles to the Romans and of St. James to see that the respective writers did
not contradict each other. but only presented different sides of the same
truth, each in accordance with the design which the writer had before him.
The epistle to the Romans is designed to prove that, by the performance of
the works of the law, no man is justified, because his obedience is at the best
imperfect. The object of the epistle of St. J ames is to prove that no man can
be justified by a faith which does not tend to holiness."
Again:" When we proceed to the examination of particular passages, it is import.
ant to observe their context . . . In Psalm vii. S, for example, David
prays, , Judge me, 0 Lord, according to my righteousness; , which the context
shows to mean, 'according to his inn00ency,' in reference to the charge of
Cush, the Benjamite."

A Living Epistle; or, Gathered Fragments from the CO?'respondence of the
late Caroline S. Blackwell.. London: John F. Shaw and Co. Pp. 380.
IT is not often that private letters possess much interest for the general
public, but we think that few persons can peruse this volume without
deriving benefit from it; for the writer, although early called to her
heavenly rest, was evidently deeply instructed in divine truth, and her
letters are written in a pleasing manner, and abound with interesting
illustrations. "Ve transcribe a part of one:" I am sometimes so cast down, Bessie, when the enemy comes in .like a
flood, and the tide of sin and evil within surges up like Kilkee billows. But I
am driven to Him who has put away my sin by the sacrifice of Himself, and put
away me too out of His sight; and now He looks at us as all fair and lovely in
Himself. .A very dear and loving sister came from India lately. She was
telling us of the coolies, and said she found it almost impossible not to hate
them; they were so revoltingly bad. Yet was there as great a difference
between them and this dear one as between us and the Lord Jesus? There
is all in us to hate, and nothing to love; yet He not only did not hate us, but
:.Letually and intensely He loved us, even when we were dead in sins. Oh, may
we believe this! He did not wash our crimson s:ains, and then love us; but
He loved, and then washed us (Rev. i. 5), loved us in our filthiness. And now
think holV fair we are through His blood ! We are members of His body, of
His flesh, and of His bones. Read Ephesians, and ask Him as you read to
open your eyes to the exceeding wonderful portion you have in Him; and
nestle to Him, and trust Him, and every sin and sorrow bring to Him; and
be not faithless, but believing; and ask Him for me, that I may have an
increased horror of myself, and loving adoration for Him, our altogether
lovely Lord."
Cautions for Doubters. By the Rev. J. H. TITCOMB, M.A., Vicar of St.
Stephen's, South Lambeth, Author of "Revelation in Progress," &c.
London: Religoious Tract Society. Pp. 244.
.
IN the preface to this little volume the author says: "I believe that
religious doubts and difficulties are not in themselves sinful, inasmuch
as they frequently force themselves upon men who have the purest and
sincerest motives, and who desire to make the most conscientious inquiries after truth. I dare not meet such persons with harshness and
severity. I dare not rebuke their independence of judgment and tell
them they have no right to think for themselves. I dare not accuse
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them of wilful unbelief, or of wavering conscientiousness, or of equivocal
morality. I would rather address them, in these pages, as one who has
not been himself without a share in their own difficulties, and who,
because he has, in former years, felt the same temptation, is now able the
better to sympathize with and to appreciate their position. But while,
on the one hand, we lay it down as a preliminary point that religious
doubt may possibly be consecrated by a spirit of honest search after
truth, and therefore is not to be always rebuked as the offspring of a
proud, self-righteous heart; on the other hand, there is such a thing as
doubt of the latter kind-a spirit of sceptical inquiry, too uften indulged
in because considered a mark of intellectual superiority; a spirit which
not only doubts, but loves to go on doubting, under the idea th~,t it
arg-ues a high-toned mind, and reflects the culture of modern thought.
'With that kind of flippancy this book has nothing to do. . . "
I det;ire
to speak rather, in the following pages, as the friend and helper of all
those earnest and anxious and conscientious doubters who, while
troubled with difficulties, nevertheless desire to get rid of them, and whose
only wish is to gain and grasp the truth, whatever it may cost them."
With this object in view, the author brings forward a number of cautionary suggestions relative to the peculiar difficulties of the persons
described-cautions which he hopes may, by God's blessing, "help to
guide them in their mental entanglements, and restore them to an enlightened faith." We cordially recommend this book.

The Clwistian Hymnal. London: John F. Shaw and 00.
TRE cheapest hymn-book which we have seen. It contains 500 of the
choicest hymns, and combines clearness of type with cheapness and
portability. It is published in three sizes; the smallest size for one
penny (500 hymns for a penny!); the second, sixpence; the third, consisting of large and very clear type, one shilling. It would be difficultalmost impossible-to produce a hymn-book which now-a-days would
please everybody, and in this case we notice the omission of one or two
favourite hymns i but, taking all things into consideration, it is an admirable selection, one of the best we know of.
Deep Roots for Pleasant Fruits. Notes from Rev. E. Lillingston's Sermons
and other Extracts. By the Editor of "Possession and Profession."
London : Jas. Nisbet and 06.
IN addition to their intrinsic worth, these" Notes" will be specially valued,
in consequence of the failing health of the beloved preacher. It was wi'h
extreme regret we lately heard 'of the great probability that his long and
valued ministry was, apparently, nearly closed. Humanly speaking, in
the present state of OhristendGm, we can ill spare such men as neither
fear nor fail to "declare the whole counsel of God." From these
"Notes" many a word of instruction, comfort, and encouragement may
be gathered; and, no doubt, they will serve to remind and refresh many
of the preacher's hearers long after he shall have been gathered to his
fathers, and is in the personal enjoyment of his eternal rest.
WE have also received-"TheDivine Glory ofOhrist;" "Protestantism:
its Ultimate Principle;" "The Oompanions of the Lord;" "The Secret
of a Happy Life i" "Some Thoughts on the Present Aspect of the
Orusade against the State Regu.lation of Vice;" "The Ohristian i" I' The
Parish Magazine i" "The Day 'of Rest," &c. &c.

