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comforteth us in all our tribulation, tbat we may be able to comfort them which A.re iu anr
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are eomforted of 000:'-2 COR. i. 4.

DESTITUTE, BUT NOT DESPISED.
" He will reganl the pmytr qf the destittde, and will not despise their
pmyer."-PsALM cii. 17.
READER, do you know what it is to awake in the night-season, and
to lie pleading and entreating and beseeching and imploring the
Lord to speak to you? Do you know what it is, as His own blessed
Word suggests, to " bring forth your strong arguments, and to plead
with Him," and yet all seems to be in vain? According to present
feeling and apprehension, the past is obscured, as far as succour and
deliverance are concerned. 1'he adversary suggests-mid an unbelieving heart is too ready to respond to the suggestion-that all such
deliverances were only to lead ultimately to a more marked, conspicuous,
and utter downfall! It is sad-very sad-that such construction
should be placed upon the Lord's most merciful, gracious, and timely
helps and deliverances; yet such, alas! is the treatment He receives
from the human heart and our poor fallen and corrupt nature,
prompted as it is by an ever-vigilant adversary. Notwithstanding,
however, all is overruled for the soul's good and the Lord's glory.
The humbling process and fiery ordeal in which the wood, hay, and
stubble of mere externals are consumed, is by no means confined to
the infancy of grace, but the child of God is more or less familiar
with the "killing and mal.ing alive," the "bringing down and the
raising up," the "He must increase, but I must de(?rease" line of
things, all the way onward and homeward!
Moreover, we believe that this is specially the case at the present
crisis in the Church's history, if so be the child of God is to be kept
from settling upon his lees in a self-satisfied condition. There are
those who are indoctrinated in a certain (as they conceive) wellordered creed. They have long made a profession; and, because
their creed embraces, it may be, the covenant verities of a covenant
God, they boast of their belief in an unchanging and unchangeable
God. They talk largely of " a covenant made with them, ordered in
C c
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all things and sure." Hence" their mountain stands strong," and
they say, " I shall never be moved."
Ab, they may think so, but, if so be they belong to the Lord, and
are really the subjects of' His divine teaching and Fatherly discipline,
they will find, ere they are aware, that the "'hole of this their vaiu
confidence will give way in a moment.
Let the dear children of God rejoice, as they may, in that "covenant
ordered in all things and sure," yet let such never overlook what is
involved in the prefix and the affix to that blessed statement.
l~eader, be assured that both the introduction and the .finale' of this
announcement embraue an immensity. There is in it that which
will subject to the very keenest, closest, most trying of experiences,
in which everything will give way but God's own inwrought work in
the soul; for be assured that the Lord will be mindful of His word,
and scrupulously act upon it: "Every man's work shall be made
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by
fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If
any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall
receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss: but he hi.mself shall be saved; yet so as by fire" (1 001'. iii.
13-15).
We maintain, therefore, that the child of God shall personally be
called to know and feel and practically understand what the
Psalmist meant both by his first and last utterances, in the precious
passage just referred to, as well as its central and most blessed
feature: "Although my house be not so 1vith God; yet hath He made
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure; and
this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although He make it /lot to
gl"OW."

Now, our argument is this, that so much is involved in this "his
house being not so with God," and the saying, "although He make
it not to grow," as to put to the very severest test-as it were, to
drain or to try to the very utmost-his belief in a "covenant ordered
in all things and sure." The testing or the trying ordeal is something'
like the extra strain or weight or fire-proof brought to bear upon
some newly-constructed piece of machinery.
Mark, reader, what, under the circumstances, the Psalmist or any
child of God in a similar condition would do, without some little
knowledge of covenant security to fall back upon, we know not. As
it is, again and again both the Psalmist and those tried in the selfsame school know what it is to exclaim, "My feet were almost gone,
my steps had 1,cell nigh slipped." Hence, if they had no light upon,
or insight whatever into, the covenant engagements and the precious
pledges of an unchangen,ble God, their position would be pitiable
indeed. Well might such be "tossed to and fro, and be carried
about by every wind of doctrino."
At the same time, we maintain-and upon this we wish to lay
very special stress-mere doctrinE', or a well-defined creed, will not-
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" Here let the weary 1" st
Who love the 8avi ur's D:1me,
Though with no sweet enjoyment blest,
THE COVENANT stands the same."

It was precisely upon the selfsame ground the Psalmist reposed
when, in connection with his declaration, "0 my God, my soul is cast
<lown within me: " he added, "thereJ()re wiII I remember 'l'11ee from
the bnd of J m'dan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar."
'Chere were lJerbiu manifestations and blessed pled.ges ideutified
with those spots which rendered them ever-memorable in the
Psalmist's experience, and helped to revive his hopes and. renew his
strength.
But observe, dear reader-and herein consists the mighty distinction
-ani' hold of the covenant is one thing, the covenant's hold of z/,s is
another. The child may be securc in the mother's arms, and fancy its
security consists in its little tiny grasp of the mother; but is it so?
Did the child's safety depend upon its hold, what would be the result?
what would become of it? So, in like manner, we contend that,
however pleasant or satisfactory our feeling knowledge and personal
apprehension of the covenant, if our security or blessedness depended
upon that feeling or apprehension, it might give way in a moment;
aud what would become of us, as a consequence, if so be the everlasting arms were not underneath us ? Ah! what indeed? Our security
does not depend upon our knowledge or our experience, however good
the one or the other may be in its place; but our safety and our
blessedness rest in and upon the covenant word of a covenant God: " I
the Lord change not; therefore ye sons of J-acob are not consumed."
Now, let the reader take such a case as the following;DEAR
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if you can; and if you can pray for me, ask God" if it be possihle '
to take away the cross which He has laid upon me, for sometimes the burden
" seems greater than I can bear," neither do I bear it patiently nor willingly. I
cannot be willing to bear it; it embitters my whole life. I have borne it long,
and its weight seems to increase, and I kick and plunge, vainly endeavouring to
get away from my load. But the endeavours al'e vain; it is bound on me by
tbe hand of God, and justly is it bound, for my sins, I believe, have made the
cro_s. I feel that my own actions were the cause of it. Often I fear that 1
shall have to bear its load till death sets me free from this body of sin. But
do ask Him to pity me, and, if it be possible, to take it away; and, if I must
still bear it, ask Him to enable me to bear it cheerfully and patiently, often
forgetting the present trial ill the anticipation of the coming rest.
Ever yours, dear sir, in Jesus,
ISA.
May 28th, 1877.
MAGAZINE,

Or let the reader consider another case just brought before us. In
our last interview with one long and deeply taught, but now brought
down into a low place indeed, she said, "Do you think I can be
saved?" Remember this was the language of one who has not
merely for some forty years known her election of God, but one who
has ever since been a close walker u:ith Him, and whom no short
measure or adulterated truth would satisfy, but whose soul could
alone be nourished by the " I wills" and the "Thus saiths" of the
Lord. And, in a letter to hand from the same source, just prior to
our taking up the pen upon the present occasion, she testifies that
the third chapter of the Lamentations of Jeremiah seems purposely
written for her.
Now, we ask, if salvation in either of these cases, or any of the
like character, depended upon feeling, apprehension, or experience,
what would become of the subjects of it? Ah! what indeed? No,
security is in GOD HI MSEJ,F, not in our creed or our confidence.
Notwithstanding all his previous knowledge of Christ and blessed
intercourse with Him, what would have become of Peter, when
walking on the sea, if, as he was beginning to sink, Jesus had not
immediately stretched out His hand and caught him ?
The whole, therefore, goes to prove our momentary need of divine
communication and covenant upholding.
We are persuaded, however, that these special exercises and this
foul-conflict and heart-travail (painful for the time being as such
exercises may be) are ordered of God, that they should operate,
instrumentalJy, as a preservative from running into excesses, indulging
in a bickering, carping, fault-finding spirit; or talking about or
sitting in judgment upon others to the neglect of what has been we~l
called the !tome department! If a man is told of God to "set hIS
own house in ord8r," he will find ample to do, without interfering
with his neighbour. He may think this overlooking or seeking to
rectify or adjust the creed or the conduct of others is that special
work to which the Lord has called him; but, if the Lord is pleased
to weigh him in the balances of the sanctuary, he will soon see what
a mistake he has made in his ideas about the work to ,,,hich he had
vainly snpposed he had been called. " Why beholdest thou the mote
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hat is in thy brother's oye, but con id rest not the beam thn. i ill
thine own eye?" was as much the lan uagc of Christ, in His mem I·(l. I
rmon on the mount, as that pr i us testimony, "Your heo. ul
~'Ll,ther knoweth that ye have need f all these things."
We believe that the most diffioult part of' the commission entl'tl t
to a servant of God who has been tau ht by God to know something
f the baseness and the blackness f his own heart, is the" 1'ep"ov '
and "rebuke" which are embodi d ill tho injunction, "Preach th
Word; be instant in season, out of' s 0. on ; reprove, rebuke, exhort; "
bnt even here th Apostle is instruot t add," with a11longsl(ffering."
Ah, reader, d pend upon it, it i h re the man who has been
divinely nj ined, "Turn about, s n of man, and thou shalt see
great r ab minations than these," f Is so much to do at home, in
0.1'
0 th depths of iniquit.y in hi OWIl heart, that he has neither
tirn Jl l' inclination to talk ab ut thers, :1ud feels himself indeed
t
very sorry reprover or l' bull', At the same time, he can
11 0. holy, heart-searching God to witness that this hesitation or
hi delicacy of feeling by no m ans arises from a wish to cover his
own shortcomings, or in the 1 a twise to connive at sin or iniquity.
No; at the very same moment his he:1rtfelt cry is, "Hold up my
goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip not." Mark, reader, the
oombination in the tm:ee last verses of the nineteenth Psalm: "Who
C:1n understand his errors. cleanse Thou me from secret faults.
(ecp back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not
have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I sh:111 be
innocent from the great transgression. Let the words of my mouth,
rmd the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord,
my ~tTength and my Hcdcemer."
But we sat down, deal' reader, with a view of showing (iu so far
as the Lord the Spirit might enable) what sweetness and blessedness
oftentimes follow some of the closest and keenest cxerci.ses. We
question if we shall ever forget the remark of our dear brother-inlaw, the late Incumbent of UharIes Chapel, Plymouth. " Brother,"
said he, on one occasion, "you will. Heed twelve great troubles a year
to make you write yoU!' first articles." Experieuce has proved, both
before and since, that he WI1S not 1'111' out in his calculations. Perhaps
no one has more fully proved than olU'selves the truth of the blessed
BUNYAN'S words" The Christian man is never long at ea~e,
When one fright's gone, another doth him seize."

It matters not the position-lligh or low, rich or poor; The every
child of God must prove, in a greater or less degree, in some way or
other, that" it is throngh mnch tribulation he must enter the kingdom." IVe were fool enough, some eighteen years ago, to indulge
the idea that" the bitterness of death" had passed, in regard to certain trials and exercises.. We soon, however, discovered, to our
JJOst, that our thonghts were vain and imaginary indeed. Again,
some eight years afterwards, we were at the old work again, mapping
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out a smooth path prospectively. Nevertheless, ere the time anticipated had arrived, we were in fresh and deeper trouble than before.
The reader may say, "And are you not cured yet?" You may well
ask the question, and you shall have our reply in ono Scripture:
"But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet lot him
remember the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All that
oometh is vanity" (Eccles. xi. 8).
Now, of this we are as certain as we are of our own existence; that
not only shall one trouble follow upon the heels of another in the
experience of the children of God, but that whatever the Lord
intends to be a trial slutll be so, in spite of all the forethought and
planning and scheming in which a child· of God may indulge. No
knowledge, no experience, no resolution 01' self-determination, shall
serve to evade or avoid. The day of adversity shall be set over
against the day of prosperity. In some way or other -and generally
by means and methods least expected 01' thought of-the Lord's dear
children shall prove that, "although ailliction cometh not forth from
the dust, neither doth trouble spring' out of the ground; yet man
is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward" (Job v. 6, 7). If it
is not real trouble, there will be imaginfLry or expected troubles; and
(so to speak) the half-way house tJ'o/l1Jle:; are the greatest of all,
because, as they have not yet arrived, neither is the strength needed
-and pledged to be given un de'} , i1·oublc-vouchsafed. The Lora does
not fritter away His gifts, or bestow them before there is a feU neat
of them. He brings His children into positions-certain straits and
difficulties-or into a condition wherein they feel that" vain is the
help of man; " and then, but not until then, He shows them what
His almighty arm can do; from what depths of anguish, or trouble,
or dismay He can rescue; from what wretchedness, misery, and all
but black despair He can raise; from what seemingly absolute
destruction He can deliver; what blessed heart cheer, divine renewal, and heavenly revival He can impart; in a word, how He can
intensify in the soul's happy, heartfelt utterance the exclamation,
" Who is a Godlike unto 'rhee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth
by the transgression of the remnant of His heritage? He retaineth
not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy. He will
turn again, He will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our
iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the
sea" (Micah vii, 18, 19).
Now, reader, we are going to give you a little bit of two-sided
expel'i( uce-that is, experience or heart-exercises in shade and sunshine, darkness and day-dawn, death and life!
vVe know a case of very recent occurrence where there was intense
Sat urc1ay-travail upon the part of one of the Lord's messengers. The
past, 1hough so prolonged and so fraughtwith grace and love and mercy ~
as so richly an cl liberally and blessedly bestowed, stood for naught, as
far as present necessities were concerned. Where there has been
sweet communion, holy fellowship, divine intercourse, the reverse-
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the death upon the promise, the blank, the heaviness-is tho more
keenly felt. And yet withal, how is the helplessness of the crcaturc
realized. What comes of all the human efforts, the fleshly striviug-s,
to renew communion, to revive the spirit, to reanimate the soul?
Ah, how vain, how futile is all felt to be ! WATTS' words are verified at such times and seasons" In vain we tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to rise;

~

Hosannabs languish on our tongues,
And our elevotion dies."

I

Ah, blessed and eternal Spirit, it teaches us, instrumentally, this
great truth~that it is Thou, and. Thou only, canst r'enew and. revive,
as well as Thou alone that canst qw:cken the previously dead in trespasses and sins. And we bless Thee, Lord, for this knowledge. We
adore Thee as the Orderer and the Overruler and the divine Operator
in things divine. Upon the self-same principle that Thou,Lord, makest
darkness light, crooked things straight, and rough places plain, we
praise Thee for bringing light out of darkness, liberty out of bondage,
hope out of despondency, life out of death, by the wonderful and
gracious exerciliie of Thine own almighty and irresistible power.
But to return. The night-season was one of "strong crying and
tears;" entreating, beseeching, imploring! "Show me wherefore
Thou contendest with me." "Search me, 0 God, and know my
heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." "Hide not
Thy face far from me; put not Thy servant away in anger: Thou
hast been my help: leave me not, neither forsake me, 0 God of my
salvation." "By Thee have I been holden up from the womb:
Thou art He that took me out of my mother's bowels: my praise
shall be continually of Thee." "Now also, when I am old and greyheaded, 0 God, forsake me not; until I have shewed '1'hy strongth
unto this generation, and Thy power to everyone that is to come."
"To whom can I come but unto Thyself? Thou hast the words of
eternal life." Oh," I would not let Thee go, except Thou bless'
me." "Remember th0 word unto Thy servant upon which Thou
hast caused me to hope; " and" Do as Thou hust said."
With these and similar pleadings was the footstool of mercy
besieged during a long wakeful season, "when deep sleep falleth
upon men;" but not a word from the Lord could be obtained in
reply. All was silent; all dark; no "This is the way; walk ye in
it," nor a " Behold I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places
whither thou goest, and will not leave thee until I have done that
which I have spoken to thee of."
'The only word upon the heart, as a message for the morrow,
seemed to be, "Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast
thou not known me, Philip?" And this in a way of loving rebuke
and tender admonition: "What! have I led and fed so long; have
I guarded amid so many dangers-guided through so many perplexities-supported under such heavy sorrows-supplied through
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all and under all, up to this very present time; and yet hast thou not
known me? Is this thy kindness to thy Friend?"
Ah, reader, well may one fall under such appeal and remonstrance! Well may one sink into the very dust of self-loathing and
disgust ! Well may one exclaim, " Unclean! unclean!"
Things, however, remained in this state. Not a word from the
Lord as if in answer to prayer. No response whatever to the
"Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth."
At length, after falling asleep, and again waking from restless
slumbers, the first words upon which the eye fell, when opening the
dear old book, were those at the head of this paper, "Hc wilt 1'cgal'd
the prayer of the destitute, and wilt not despise their praycr."
Now, reader, to describe the blessedness of such application u:cder
the circumstances just briefly hinted at, is utterly beyond creatUl'e
power. It must be realized to be understood. Do you, reader, know
anything of these applications? Do you know what it is for the
Lord to speak a word, or direct to a word, or bring a word to remembrance, that bears so appropriately and so blessedly upon the condition
or circumstances, proving thereby how the eye and the heart of the
Lord was upon the case? that He had indeed been giving heed to
the cries and the importunities and the beseechings of His child,
whilst as yet that child had no tangible proof of the fact?
Dear reader, what can be more blessed, or sweet, or precious, amid
all the chequered scenes and trying experiences of the time-state, than
the declaration, "He will regard the prayer,of the destitute, and not
despise their desire," as Ooverdale renders it? There is both a positive
and a negative, by way of giving force and strength and power to
the testimony. And such testimony is borne out in the experience of
both Old and New Testament believers, as well as in that of all the
dear family of God since the times of the apostles. The every case of
the every child of God ratifies and confirms the great and glorious fact
that, whatever the state, however trying the condition, seemingly never
so critical or perilous the circumstances, the Lord will in deed and of
a truth prove-and that, too, in His own special and peculiar waythat" He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and will not despise
their prayer."
He ,,,ill abide His own time; He will adopt His own course; He
will make use of His own means; He will employ His own instruments. He will not be dictated to; He will not be hurried, neither
will He be delayed any more than He will be frustrated. No, He
" will work and none shall let" or hinder; and His own dear people
shall know, whatever their fears to the contrm'y, or their faintings
under His all-wise and ever-gracious and Fatherly discipline, that, so
far from His not" regarding their prayer, or despising their prayer,"
" The soul that on Jesus hltt,h leaned for repose,
Re will not-Rc c:wTIot-dcs,'rt to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
Re'll never-no, never-no, never forsake."
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Moreover, beloved, it is by these renewed exercises and fresh cares
and new temptations or trials, that the throne of grace, as a matter of'
sheer necessity, is resorted to. Divine wisdom and divine succour and
deliverance are again craved. The weakness, the ignorance, the
folly, the absolutely worse than nothingness of self alid the creature
is confirmed, and the LORD HIMSEI,F as the alone Guide, Sustainer,
Upholder, Deliverer of His people, known and felt and acknowledged.
It is thus and thus intimacy is soug-ht, fellowship maintained, communion enjoyed. It is by these chequered experiences that precious
inquiry is met, "Who is this -that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon !bel' Beloved?" Mark the" her," dear reader·yea, look through the Song of Solomon, ::md see the" my Beloved; "
and, under God, by means of these very means of depths of trouble,
soul-cou.fl.ict, heart and flesh failures, distracting and disturbing
exercises, the "!bel' Beloved" and the "my Beloved" are brought
forth so conclusively and blessedly.
What a field of' thought opens as we contemplate this" lean£ng upon
the Beloved." How it bespeaks weakness, self-distrust, needed help;
and how sweetly, under the circumstances, comes out the glorious
truth, " He will regard the prayer of the destitute, aud not despise their
prayer." Mark, dear reader, the blessed combination-for in a grace
point of view it is blessed-the "destitute," but, nevertheless, not
" despised."

'}

Now, if any poor anxious, all but self-despairing sinner would have
light upon this precious truth, "regarding the prayer of the destitute,
and not despising their prayer," let him turn to the sixteenth of
Ezekiel, and see what is there said about the Lord's Israel-for they
were the Lord's Israel, although in destitute and most pitiable and
despised circumstances indeed, "cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born." What language
could so express the abject, ·wretched, miserable condition in which the
Israelite was found. Let the reader consider the subject for a
moment. See what it embraces. Could greater destitution or a
more repulsive condition be conceived? And yet this is no exaggerated
or extravagant representation of sin and transgression, as beheld by
a pure and holy and rein-trying God. No words of mortal man
can describe, nor thoughts of man imagine, the hatefulness and the
heinousness of sin in J ehovah's sight. But mark, notwithstanding,
His pity and His love and His compassion, as beholding the sinner
in the Saviour; the offender in the Advocate; or, in other words, the
transgressor as beheld in the Surety, or the filthy and the loathsome
and the defiled, as washed and purified and made white and comely
and precious in the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness.
Despised, discarded, damned, was such an one? No, oh, no! a
thousand times, no! "And when I passed by thee, and saw thee
polluted (margin, (trodden under foot'-oh, reader, think of it!) in
thine own blood, I said unto thee, when thou wast in thy blood, Live! "
and, as though the mercy were too great, the grace too mighty to
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imagine, the Lord repeats t.he saying, in order to give tone and intensity to it: "Yea, I said unto thee, when thou wast in thy blood,
Live!" "Now, when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee."
Reader, have you been the subject of that look? Have VOlt been
an object of this rich, distinguishing mercy? Have you known what
it was feelingly to be" cast out (as it were) in the open field," moaning in unutterable language, " Woe is me! I am undone! ,Vauld
that I had never been born! No man careth for my soul. My
damnation is sure"? "Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon
thee (oh, that look! Peter never felt as he did under that loo/,;, nor
will he forget it to all eternity), behold, thy time was tlte time of love."
Would the poor, filthy, and famishing one have thought so, a
moment before, could he have seen" the Stranger" approaching?
Oh, no ; in all probability he would have thought that the coming
Deliverer was the coming Destroyer. But no ! oh, no ! It was far,
far otherwise: it was" the time qf love." "Thy time!" Thy turn !
"The set time to favour Zion," as far as this poor, destitute, and
debased and defiled one was concerned. It was "thy tim.e" for
"my time of love." And how was it proved and ratified and confhmed ?
Thus: "And I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness:
yea (oh, how blessed the Lord's "yeas" are 1) yea, I sware unto
thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and
thou becamest mine."
And we doubt not that the Lord is instructing many a poor sinner in
the self-same lesson, at the present time; "teaching them by terrible
things in righteousness;" frustrating their plans; defeating their
purposes; causing death and disappointment to rest npon all. In
the seeking of enjoyment or satisfaction in this, that, or the other pursuit Ol' enterprise, to be met from each and every such source with the
significant" It is not in me." In a wOTd, the virtual suggestion to
the restless, the anxious, the inquirer, the seeker after peace and solid
enjoyment, " Give heed to the exhortation, 'LOOK UNTO ME, and
be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none
else.' "
Let the reader turn likewise to the second chapter of the book of
the prophet Hosea, for a similar display of the lovingkindn ss and the
tender compassion and the boundless mercy of Him who" will r gard
the prayer of the destitute, and will not despise their pray 1'."
St. Lttke's, Bed1JIt'nstel', June 9, 1877.
THE EDITOR.
COUNSEL IN DIFFICULTY, AND ITS RESULT.
Stand still! (Exodus xiv. 13.) . . .
Sit still, my daughter! (Ruth iii.18.)
Be still! (Psalm xlvi. 10.) . . . .

The Lord God of Israelliveth, before
whom I stand! (1 Kings xvii. 1.)
I sat down! (Cant. ii. 3.)
He arose and said, Peace, be still!
(Mark iv. 39.)

AND THERE WAS A GREAT CALM.

MARY.

~

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

3G3

THE LOVE OF RELATIONSHIP.
" Jestts loved His own." - JonN xiii. 1.

"The love of Jesus, what it is,
None but His loved ones know."
OH ! how sweetly has this expression dropped upon the mind and soul
this morning, "He loved His own." We feel at once that it is a portion
for the King's family j it is the children's meat. May the Lord make it
as a sweet savour of Himself, and direct us to senel forth to famished
ones a portion in due season, bringing and taking all the glory to Himself.
And then it says, "He loved His own which were in the world."
That is just where we are-in the world. It is amidst its strife we write,
and in no easy chair j and, dear reader, methinks it is in the midst of the
world's strife our words are acceptable to you. But see the closing
comfort of our passage, "He loved them to the end." We have to
contend with changes and crosses. It is a warfare indeed, but" He loves
to the end." May He grant us the abiding comfort which such facts are
left upon record to give His panting, sighing, crying, fighting ones.
The subject, then, which is impressed upon our mind at this time
particularly is, the precious love of Jesus for His blood-bought ones j but,
before we dwellllpon that point, it may be useful to notice that there
are different kinds and degrees of love, and which should be observed
especially in reading the Scriptures, because these differences will enable
us to understand passages which otherwise appear difficult to comprehend.
Notice, then, for instance, that there is what we may term LOYAL LOVE.
Loyalty to the sovereign who rules over us is an instinct in our nature,
and engenders a love for the head of the nation, especially if such rulers
(like our beloved Queen) have endeared themselves to us by private
viI'tues and excellence. Every Ioight-minded Englishman feels a sense of
love and veneration for the virtuous Victoria. Nor is this passive love
either. Personally we may be most peacefully-inclined subjects, yet, if a
foreign foe were to attempt to touch the person or throne of our Queen,
the most peaceful among us would feel at once his blood tingle in his
veins, and would do his best to strike the adversary to the ground.
Then, again, there is LOVE TO ONE'S COUNTRY AND FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN
above that of the subjects of other nations. It was this love, we believe,
that made our Lord, as a man and Jew, utter those oft-mistaken words,
" 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest
them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy
chilwren together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
and ye would not! " No j the Pharisees and hypocrites prevented the
people from drawing near to Ohrist to listen to His words. But note the
expression, "thy children." They could do this-they could hinder
the inhabitants of the literal Jerusalem from gathering around the
Messiah; but concerning God's children the Lord says, ., All that the
Father hath given me shall come unto me," and all the Pharisees and
hypocrites in the world cannot prevent the Lord gathering His own unto
Himself. "Jesus loved His own," and He will have them with Him where
He is. And the distinction we have here drawn attention to is confirmed
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by the declaration which follows, "Behold, your house is left desolate."
Literal Jerusalem was left desolate, but God's sDiritual Zion was established "a praise in the earth." Always, in reading this passage, note
this distinction-" thy children," the inhabitants of Jerusalem; ., my
children," the chosen generation in Christ.
Well now, the foregoing is an illustration of our point of lovo to one's
kindred and country which our Lord manifested as a man, and which is
felt by us all as human beings, exceptions to which are rare. True, there
may be some who, from a long course of experienced reverses ano. disappointed hopes, sicken at heart, and leave" the old country" disgusted,
and, finding a home in a distant land, become estranged; yet this is tho
exception to the rule. The rule is, that the English man or woman,
although forced by circumstances to make a home in a distant land, has
yet an intense longing for the mother country, and hopes eventually to
return to the shores of Old England, their language being, "England,
with all thy faults I love thee still."
Then, again, as well as love springing from instinctive loyalty, and love
for one's country and countrymen, there is TilE LOVE oE; ESTEEM. To
refer again to our Saviour and another misunderstood passage, it was
this love of esteem and admiration which made our Saviour love that
young man who professed to have fulfilled all the requirements of the
law, and yet our Saviour showed him how he failed to keep one most
important one, "Love your neighbour as yourself." The circumstances
were these: Our Lord had come into the coasts of J udrea, and the people
resorted to Him. "When He had gone forth, there came one running,
and kneeled to Him, and asked Him, Good Master, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life?" Jesus repeated some of the commandments to
him. " He answered and said unto Him, All these have I observed from
my youth. Then Jesus beholding him, loved him," &c.-that is, knowing
that he had really been sincere and upright in his moral conduct, He
esteemed him and admired his character. And an illustration of this
love of admiration has just occurred in our own experience. With what
lively interest we have all read of that fearful colliery accident in
Wales, and of the sufferings of the poor fellows who were incarcerated
in that dismal cell day after day and night after night, and that,
too, without light or food; and how did one's breast heave with nothing
short of the love of esteem and admiration for those brave men who, at
the risk of their own lives, cut through the coal to get at their comrades.
Did we not feel we should have gladly shaken the begrimed hands of
those noble workers? And yet, with all this, what a different love was
that which made the poor incarcerated boy, when got at, first ask about
his mother. Ah! that was from a well-spriDg of love of a deeper
character altogether. That was nothing short of the love of relationship.
FAMILY RELATIONSHIP is ono of 1he most sacred and important institutions of society, and, when love prevails, nothing of an earthly character
is comparable to it. Oh, the intense love that parents feel for their
()wn! It will lead them to make any sacrifice on their behalf. To
illustrate this-a battle is fought; forces have been ranged against forces;
their movements have been described by eye-witnesses; results are calculated upon and great things speculated upon; but what of all this to the
mother or father who has a son there? The thought comes uppermost,
" Is my boy saved? is he spared? Oh! perhaps he is weltel'ing in his
blood on the fearful field, or he is dead! " Ah! how intense above all
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will be the going out after that dear one. This is because of the love of
relationship. We love our own above others.
Or just again, by way of illustration, the old country has stunted the
bread of the family. The husband goes abroad. He may be tolerably
successful. He writes to his wife to join him. The sea to her has been
hitherto dreadful-a long voyage in her mind impracticable; but all
these gigantic obstacles have been as nought before this one fixed thought,
" My husband."
Oh, this love of relationship is very precious! "Ve love our own. It
is right we should; it is a hallowed and sacred ordering. Friends may
be kind and affectionate, and we may be specially drawn to some as kindred spirits with whom we can take sweet counsel, but, after all, there is
nothing like "one's own." Sometimes one feels alm03t ashamed of
how this manifests itself in daily life. For instance, by way of
familiar illustration, we may be reading of scenes of human suffering
in different forms, but the expression of a pain on the part of our own
child draws us immedtately away from the sufferings of the thousands,
and all our sympathies and affections are aroused for that one. And why
this? Just because of1'HE BLOOD RELATIONSHIP. The sufferer is our own, and the deep-seated
love for one's own engenders sympathy and action on their behalf. There
may be exceptions to this love of earthly relationship, and one of the mos,t
painful features of the day is the treating lightly the hallowed relationships of life, and it is humiliating to notice cases where, in the spirit of' the
world, those ties of affection which should bind heart to heart are thrown
off and slighted. Our comfort, however, as Christians, is to know that,
whatever changes take place in feeling or fashion, J esu's love is ever the
same. He alters not.
And now it is this BLOOD RELATIONSHIP AS IT IS MANIFESTED BY CHRIST
TO HIS CHUROII THAT WE WANT TO DWELL UPON. We have briefly traced
various kinds and degrees of love, such as loyal love, love to one's kindred and country, the love of esteem, and the endearing love of carthly
relationship; but the love we now refer to surpasses all! Yes, in our
beloved Lord, our precious Redeemer, our glorious Substitute, our elder
Brother, our unchanging Friend" Here we survey that love
Which spoke in every breath;
Which crowned each action of' His life,
.And triumphed in His death."
And these facts bring us to notice where there is true love there will be
rROOFS GIVEN OF IT. Jesus has given abounding proofs of His love to His
people. Who can fix the mind upon the scene of the council chamber of
the Eternal Three before the foundations of the earth were laid? What
human sight can penetrate the heavenly portals-, or wha.t human pen can
portray the words of our blessed Lord when He referred to the glory He
had with the Father before the world was? Such are heights the finite
mind cannot attain to. Heaven's expanse above us is wonderful to comprehend, but wbat must the heaven of heavens be? And yet, because of
the love which Jesus bore for His own, whose names were written in the
Lamb's Book of Life, He left all this incomprehensible glory and became
the lowly Babe of Bethlehem. The Prince of light and life entered upon
the dark pages of a life of sorrow and suffering for His Church. Here
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was proof indeed of His love: "For the Son of Man is come to seek and
to save the lost" Well might the Apostle Paul say, "'l'he life that I
now live in the :I1esh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave Himself for me,"
And then still more does He give proof of His love in the full purpose
of His leaving the glory of the UppEr heaven to come into tho depths of
sorrow. It was" TO DIE :FOR us" that He came. "Greatnr love hath
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends,"
Hereby
-perceive we thel ove of G,)d, because He bid down His life for us. And
why did He la,y down His life for us r "Oh," some say. "for an oxample
·of submission." But the purpose was far ho,Yoncl this. We have it in those
words, "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, becauso taat
,God sent His only-begotten tlon into the world, that we might live through
Him. Herein is love, not that we loved Goel, but that He loved us, and
sent His Son to be the pr<lpitiation for 0111' sins." Oh, mark, beloved,
these two marvellous results of our blEssed Redeemer's death upon the
()ross! It was that we might live who were deacl, and that our sins, which
are many, should be all forgiven and purged away. Herein, then, is love
indeed!
Nor is this all. The proofs of His love cease not here. HE HAS
:RISEN :FOR us.
"Wherefore He is ablo to save thorn to the uttermost that come unto God by Rim, seeing He ever liveth to make interceesion for them." Entered into heaven itself, "now to appear in the
presence of God for us." Oh, dear reader, herein are proofs indeed of our
Saviour's love-such proofs as no rr..ortal man could give-

I

" Amazing love! beyond degree;
J ehovah gave His only Son
Eternal, sovereign, rich, and free;
Fur rebels ruined and undone."
And now let us trace out some of the effects of this precious love of relationship, of which Jesus has given such abounding proofs. We remarkRELATIONSHIP WHERE LOVE PREVAILS PRODUCES HAPPINESS. Riches,
power, and fame cannot. vVe may have all these and be perfectly
unhappy, but if simple love is the element, the cottage may be more of a
home of happiness than the palace, where mostly jealousy runs high;
but whether it be cottage or palace, mud hut or mansion, the only true
Source of ,abiding happiness is Christ, "whom to know is life eternal."
Again, wherf) there is relationship, and love is the basis of action,
there will be COMMUNION WITII THE LOVED ONE. Especially is this the case
with Jesus and His loved ones. Oh, dear reader, do we not above all
ihings desire communion with Him day by day and hour by hour, and
€ven during the night watches our souls seek for Him; and, in looking
back upon the way the Lorcl hus led us, we can remember what we may
<lall "meeting spots" and choice seasons when our hearts have embraced
a precious Christ, and our faces have beamed with joy as we have felt
Him to be near and dear. t-luch experience is wonderful, and can only be
understood where realized. Ollr eyes soo not, our ears hear not, and yet we
see Him who is invisible, and" whom having' not seen we love. i ' Strange
paradox, and I was going to say, ah lll'lity to the world, but no absurdity and no paradox to the child of God.
Once more observe, CHRIST LOVES HIS WEAK ONES. One thing in a
m0ther's love is particularly observable. She will always seem to love
most and take special ca1'e of the weal" one of tho .r/1'OUp; the lam.e one 01'
affli'cted one of tlie household is always an object of he; peculia?' tenderness. Pre-
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cious trait in a woman's love! It reminds us of Jesus, who always manifests the most tender regard for the weakest of His fold, and" carries the
lambs in His arms, gently leading those that are heavy burdened;" s(}
that, if the mother loves most the physically weak in her family, Jesus
regards most the spiritually weak in His family, and is ever" touched
with the feeling of their infirmities." The Apostle Paul's description
under divine teaching sets this forth blessedly under tlle figure of the
mystical body of Christ: "For the body is not one member but many.
And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee; nor ag-ain
the head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more those
members of the body, which Beem to be more feeble, are necessary,' &c.
Sweet identity and loving sympathy! "In all their affiictions He was
afHicted." Oh, how precious is this relationship which exists between
Christ and His Church!
Again, where love really prevails, THE PRESENCE OF THE LOVED ONE PRODUOES PEACE. The wife is in a state of disquietude and uneasiness when
her husband is away; the husband is fidgety and ill at ease whenhis wife
as absent. When the husband returns and both are together, a peace
Feigns in the household unknown when they are severed, and disquietude
gives place to the calm of serenity. Is it not so with the best of all
relationships-if we think of the Church as the bride of Christ? Her
Husband is away, and she is in a state of unrest; by-and-bye she will be
wrapt in His embrace, and be for ever in His loved company. Who can
portray the serenity of that scene? But now Christ is away: the child
of God feels His absence, but rejoices in occasional glimpses of Him.
We are never really severed from Christ. His Church is ever in vital
union with Him, but we are referring to felt enjoyment of that union,
which, when realized, oh, what peace! what joy I-if not realized, ah,
what disquietude! Knowest thou, dear reader, what it is to be at home
eo£tll Jesus-now in measure, procious felt enjoyment? Nothing can rob
us of it, and it gives us a more substantial evidence of our relationship
than all theological arguments and disquisitions. "I know whom I have
believed," sflicl Paul. It is that secret knowledge of Christ we rejoice in,
but what will the fulness of that being at home with Jesus for ever
be? We cannot grasp it in our finite state; we must leave it till we "see
Hi'm as He £s."
Another thing observable about Christ's love is, that HE LOVES HIS
OWN IN SPITE OF ALL THEIR CONDUCT, UNBELIEF, AND REBELLION. I do not
say He loves these traits-far from it-but He loves thelli. He says con{)eroing His people, "I knew that thou wouldest deal treacherously, and
wast called a transgresRor from the womb.
I knew that thou wast
o1stinate, thy neck an iron sinew, and thy brow brass; I have even Jrom
the beginning declared it unto thee; before it came to pass I shewed it
thee: " and yet He loved them. He loved Ephraim, notwithstanding
He was" a silly dove," and Israel, even though he was" an empty vine."
He loved His Church, notwithstanding she played the harlot and trusted
to her own beauty, and adds, "Nevertheless I will remember my covenant with thee in the daJ"s of thy youth, and I will establish unto thee an
everlasting covenant." He loved Peter, notWithstanding his denial of
Him. Well may the review of such a matchless love cause us to sing,
" His lovingkindness, 0 how great! "
Thus far, in thinking of the precious love of relationship, especially
in connection with Christ's love to His own, we have dwelt upon how it
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surpasses all other love; that He has given abounding, proofs of it; that
His IW/e produces happiness and peace, communion and joy; that He
manifests specially His love to the weak and helpless ones of His family,
and that, in spite of all His people's rebellion and unbelief, He loves
them still.
We must now write a few words upon THE CHUROH'S LOVE TO CHRIST,
and here we feel we must draw in. His love is so unmistakeable, and He
has given such wondrous proofs of it, that we can enlarge upon it in
decided terms; but, oh! when it comes to Oltrs for Him, how feeble it
seems to what He deserves, and how ashamed we must be of our oft
coldness of lleart towards Him! It seems so completely out of all proportion to mercies vouchsafed. I am sure, dear reader, you feel this
with us to be the case. Nevertheless, our desire is sincerely to love Him
who hath first loved us. We once heard an excited revivalist preacher
of the day say, "You Christians singe" 'Tis a point I long to know;
Do I love the Lord or no P
Oft it causes anxious thought,
Am I His, or am I not P' "
adding, "Why, what nonsense! You know whether you love your wife
or your husband or not, and you know whether you love the Lord or
not, and you know whether you are His or not." Ah! beloved reader,
that is all very well, but, after many years' experience of one's poor
heart in connection with divine things, I must acknowledge I am obliged
to sing that verse, for it does-and I believe ever will-cause one
"anxious thought" to know whether the love for Christ within is real.
Sometimes, true, it glows with a warmth unmistakeable, but at other
times, oh! it is not worthy of Him. Sometimes we can say, "My
Beloved is mine, and, I am His;" but at other times the poor misgiving
heart will have its way.
Well, I am pretty sure that this tenderness
of heart, this longing for an increased assurance, this" anxious thought"
as to our real standing before the Lord, is infinitely preferable to the
presumptuous assur<tnce of self-made Christians. At all events, the
writer, for one, cannot discard as unnecessary "THE FEAR NOTS" of the
Bible, and loves to hang upon the covenant promises attached to them.
But are you saying, dear reader, "Yes, I have no doubt about
Christ's love to His Church, and His Church's love to Him, but does
He love me?" Let us give our poor misgiving hearts one test drawn
from the Word that He does love us and we love Him. His bloodbough t loved ones are described in the "Vord as "poor, contrite, and
trembling at His Word"-three precious characteristics of every child of
God. Poor-your 'poverty of spirit has already been proved in your total
misgiving of self, and simply hanging upon Christ for mercy and grace.
Contrite-ah, yes, you know you are tender-hearted on account of sin,
and, indeed, the very misgiving is upon that point. It is because you are
such a sinner that you doubt if you have any part or lot in the matter.
Why, that is the very essence of contrition. Contrite or broken-hearted,
and then" trembling at His WQrd"-that is, a trembling of estimation. His
Word is so blessed, so holy, you tremble to lay hold of it and appropriate it , s your own. Now then, clear fellow-pilgrim, with an oft misgiving heart, take this threefold simple, but precious test. Depend upon
it the Lord finds His abode in the hearts of those who are "poor, contrite, and who tremble at His Word."
IT IS THE SEALING HOME OF THIS LOVE THAT BREAKS TilE rool~ SINNEU'S
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HEART, AND :MELTS illS STIllIT as one thinks, "Oan it be possible that
Christ lovcs one so unworthy as me?" Oh! it is a delight not to be conveyed by words. It is an inward, silent, secret clasping of a precious
Ohrist, that must be felt to be understood. All we can say is, we would
not give up this secret realization of Him for all that the world calls
good or great.
Well, beloved, we will in closing sum up our thoughts ill those familiar,
but ever-precious lines of Oowper's, who sings concerning Ohrist's love to
His own'" Mine is an unchanging love,
Deeper than the depths beneath,
Higher than the heights above,
Free and faithful, strong as death."

And because of this-because of my eternal and unchangeable la vc"Thou shalt Bee my glory soon,
When the work of grace is done;

Partner of my throne shalt be,
Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou me" ?

Oh! can we not, with all our faintings and failings, in co~sideratioll of
such grace, love, and mercy, respond from the very depths of our heart"Lord, it is my chief complaint
That my love is weak and faint;

Yet I love Thee and adore;
Oh ! for grace to love Thee more"?

Ah! such mingled praises and pleadings and promises suit pOOl'
!helpless sinners like
Yours in Gospel fellowship, "faint, yet pursuing,"
IJerby.
G. O.

"TENDER MEROY."
"According to His ?nercy He saved tts."
(LUKE i. 78; TrTus iii. 5.)
THY

tender mercy is the theme,
Dear Saviour, of my song;
Oheering me onward as I roam
My pilgrim path along.

For every moment as it flies
Bears on its sparkling wing
The record of some good received,
Or guard from evil thing.

'Twas mercy urged my youthful feet
When flowerets strewed my way,
Or I had lingered still to pluck,
In the "broad road" astray.

And every hitter cup that comes,
My trembling lips to touch,
Has mercy in it, though concealed,
For mercy bringeth such.

'Twas mercy watched and followed
me
Through all my devious course,
So oft beset with lurking snares,
And dire temptation's source.
'Twas mercy aped my eyes to see
The dangerous steps I trod,
Else I had never sought nor foullll
The way that leads to God.
'Twas mercy blessed my later years;
'Tis mercy blesses still ;
And she will crown my tired brow
At last, on Zion's hill.
Ca?·diff·

And every stroke that falls on me
Is borne by mercy's hand;
And lighter far than I deserve,
Because by mercy planned.
So mercy stays, and goes with me,
Guarding my nights and days;
We wa.llc together, hand in hand'Tis thus I sing her praise.
But, when I join the choir above,
I'll sing in nobler strains,
How mercy led me ltll the way
To the celestial plains.
DD
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FROM HEART TO HEART.-No. XV.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I am very sorry to hear you have been so poorly?
but with such sudden changes of weather it is a mercy you are alive. . .
·We do talk of Cheltenham for next month, but whether or no we go from
home, and such a long way, is a question to be paused over. I look up
for direction on the first reminder of the Holy Spirit, and can say, "Mv
desire is before Thee on this matter. Carry me not where Thy will, 0
Lord, is not for us to go" Truly I find it more and more needful tu
watch as the enemies multiply on the road home, and yet I am continually off watch, and get roughly handled for my slumbers; so, if the dear
Lord was not my Watchman, as well as everything else to me, I know
not where I should get to-certainly more in the mire than I do now; and
too often do·1 fiud myself on captive ground, and then think, " Can it be
possible that any child of God can talk of the' higher life' apart from
the Lord Jesus-that is, (~rte1' the way of righteousness and something
of their own wicked, deceitful hearts has been made known to them?"
But I daTe not judge even here, for the Lord permits some of His childTen to have strange vagaries, in and out, up and down, till they are
established in the truth, like trees that sway to and fro, and seem as
though they must come down by the territic wind of Satan's fury, to our
eye, yet are they preserved, and not only so, but they are more deeply
rooted spiritually in Christ than they ever were.
We do so forget that God's ways are not our ways. To our minds,
no one, we should think, was being taught of God that did not see
His truth clearly, and yet Christ gives us an example to the contrary
by the blind man at the first touch only seeing indistinctly, and,
had he then died, he would have been as safe as those who were in the
full daylight of truth. Thus I feel how much we are wantinl! in that
tenderness towards one another that the Lord has for us. We are so
apt to forget that the mark for knowing His people by is love, and not
knowledge. How full John is of this subject, and that after having been
so bitter against other disciples as to wi&h to call down fire to consume
them! '.Vhat a lesson for us! This is thut which I am now pondering over
when looking out occasionally at all the religious excitement of the day.
The end will be separation of tares from wheat, but many we now call
tares are probably wheat-smutty wheat, it is true, while in a muddle as to
doctrine, but God will clear His own ground of all tares that are found
on it, both in the heart of the believer and in the world.
I just skimmed over }\fr. E--'s piece in the - - , but did not find
savour in it; indeed, it is rarely that I do in any of their pieces now.
There is too much writing for the public eye instead of wrung-out heartwork. I finel more of that in the GosrEL MAGAZINE. The fact is, that
it is too much a day of outward prosperity to find close living and close
cleaving to the Lord, and what is to be got of food away from Him?
Instead of "walking softly," there is too much kicking up the heel before
the Lord because of bodily fatness. "Bphraim waxed fat and kicked."
What a graphic description this is! and when you see it in nature it
comes out very strongly.
An illustration of this kind I saw only yesterday. An opposite neigh-
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bour has an old pony of thirty years, and it has so little to do by way of
drawing a conveyance that he has to be exerci~ed up and down the road
by a boy. Yesterday I heard such a noise that I got up to see what was
the matter, and there was this old pony, followed by screaming boys,
kicking and plunging at such a rate that the poor boy could scarcely hold
him, and seemed in great dang'er of being kicked. All this was the fruit
of his being so well fed, and having so little hard exercise. When shall
we understand this so as to be quiet wheu the Lord is exercising us in
grace? I fear, for one, that I never shall, for as I get older I get worse,
and yet I deplore it more and more; then I end by saying, What a mercy
that salvation is altogether out of us! Whether or no I hear these
things preached to me from the pulpit, one thing I do know-the Lord
preaches them into my sonl's feelings.
Yours, dear friend, with. much love,
M. L. M.
THE TRIBE OF LEVI.
Lord spake unto Moses on this wise: "Take the Levites from among
the children of Israel, and cleanse them: and Aaron shall offer the Levites
before the Lord for an offering. Thus shalt thou separate the Levites
from among the children of Israel, and the Levites shall be mine." The
name I~evi signifies "joined," and the tribe of Levi set forth in many
particulars the Ohurch of the living God.
. Israel was delivered from Egypt by the severe and sovereign act of
God upon the Egyptians in the death of all their first-born. In remembrance of this, God declared that all the first-born of Israel belonged to
Him-" All the first-born of the children of Israel are mine, both man
and beast: on the day that I smote every first-born in the land of Egypt
I sanctified them for myself. And I have taken the Levites for (or
instead of) all the first-born of the children 'of Israel: and I have given
the Levites as a gift to Aaron" (Num. viii. 17-19). Here we have the
appointment of God in the substitution of the tribe of Levi to take the
place of the first-born of man and beast-God's due, as the Purchaser of
the lives and liberty of all the Israelites at the cost of the first-born of
their enemies, who had. evil entreated them during the long period of
four hundred years. "All the first-born in the land of Egypt shall die,
from the first-born of Pharaoh that sitteth upon hi:; throne, even unto the
first-born of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land
of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more"
(Ex. xi. 5, 6). By this solemn act of retribution God delivered His
Israel from their captivity, and brought them out with a high hand.
Here we have set forth in the dealings of Jehovah with His ancient
people the Gospel truths of separation, substitution, redemption, and
consecration. "Thou shalt separate the Levites." Here we have a type
of God's eternal election in the choice of a people for His praise,
":sanctified," or separated, "by God the Father." They are "sanctified ", or set apart "in Ohrist Jesus," and they are" 8anctified " or
set apart" through the Holy Ghost," and thus by the decree of the
eternal Three-in-One, the Ohurch of the living God was "chosen in
Ohrist before the foundation of the world" (Eph. i. 5). "Predestinated unto
the adoption of children by Jesus Ohrist to Himself~ according to the good
pleasure of His will." As this doctrine of God'B choice cuts away at a
THE
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stroke all creature merit, and lays to the ground all the free-will ability
. of man, it is naturally hated by the carnal, and opposed by the people
of God before light is imparted to show them it is God's truth, and also
the foundation of their security and their hope. " Having this seal, The
Lord lmoweth them that al'e His."
But there was substitution instituted by this choice of the Levites;
they were to take the place of the first-born of Israel, both of man and
beast, whose lives were preserved by the destruction of the Egyptians'
first-born. Thus in type was God's plan of salvation set forth, and the
costly price of the death of "the First-born among many brethren," the
holy, harmless, eternal Son of the everlasting Father, was the covenant
plan to secure the salvation of the Church of God; Christ taking tlie
place of the sinner that the sinner might realize the blessedness of this
declaration, "For He made Him to b9 sin for us who knew no sin, that
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him;" and thus, "by th9
blood of Thy covenant, I have sent forth Thy prisoners out of the pit
wherein is no water." God accomplished deliverance for His Israel by
the death of the Egyptians, and spiritually He performs the same by the
merits and death of His Son.
But there was a redemption price fixed by the Lord for the purchase of
the Levites of five shekels a head, which was paid by the first-born of
the children of Israel (Num. iii. 50), that set forth in type a Gospel
truth. The price was equal and fixed by a divine law, and the sum
paid by the first-born of Israel indicated the exalted Person and meritorious work of the Redeemer. To this ancient typical law the Apostle
Peter refers: "Forasmuch as ye know tllat ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, 8S silver and gold, from your vain conversation received
by tradition from your fathers; but with the pl'ecious blood of Ohrist,
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot."
In all the symbolic teaching under the law we trace out this great and
fundamental truth, that for a special and particular people all these things
were enacted, and, moreover, they were all connected with particular
results. Redemption under the law was a fact that had respect to certain
ends which were accomplished, and its special and effectual character was
proved clearly whether it was by the persons or houses or lands that were
redeemed. The act of redemption under the law was to buy back, that
possession might be obtained. It was neither general nor unavailing, but
special and effectual, and so typed out the nature and extent of Gospel
redemption. Hence, we read, "Having redemption through His blood,
even the forgiveness of sins;" "Being justified freely by His grace
through the redemption of Christ;" "Thou hast redeemed us to God by
Thy Uood;" "These were redeemed from among men; " denoting the
particular and efficacious nature of the price paid by Ohrist Jesus for
"the Ohurch of God which He purchased with His.own blood."
But there was a further view of the type in the consecration of the
Levites to the service of God, Each family from among the sons of Levi
had their appointed work (see Num. iv.). Some had the care of the
tabernacle and its furniture, others the vessels and their several uses.
The burdens of each, and the work they were to do, were not left to their
choice, but were of special ordination: "Ye shall appoint unto them in
charge all their burdens: and byname ye shall reckon the instruments of the
charge of their burden." The three sons of Levi and their families were
picked out from among Israel for the service of the tabernacle, and to
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Al1ron and his sons, to whom the office of the priesthood was committed,
h charge was given to appoint the work and service of the Levites.
ere we se~ in a figure the Church of God as set forth by the Levites,
l111ed unto the service of the Lord by the appointment and direction of
"the High Priest over the house of God, Christ Jesus." The minuteness of these instructions have a sacred meaning, as also the various
offices of each flnd the peculiar work assignAd to each, with which there
was to be no interference. The burdens to be'borne and the work to be
done was a matter of divine appointment, and conveys a teaching lesson
to the children of God.
'fhe Lord has His Levites in this clisp nsation, who are set apart by
Him for His service, to do or suffer, to bear the burdens appointed them,
to wait or to work; and for the spiritual benefit and instruction of the
Church of Christ, God graciously continues the special office of Eleazar
in providing" oil for the light, and the sweet incense, and the daily meat
offering, and the oversight of the tabernacle "-men called and qualified of
God to preach the Gospel, who receive the message of grace and salvation
by the teachings of the Spirit, and can say with the Apostle, "That which
was from the beginning. which we have heard, which we have seen, and
our hands have handled, of the Word of life, declare we unto you;" and
the ministrations of sucb are owned and blessed by God; sinners are quickened and convinced of sin ; have their eyes opened to see their danger and
ilee from the wrath to come; and such are living testimonies to a living
ministry, for, "if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away, and all things become new," and hence follows the
manifestation of grace in the heart and the life. Here is true consecration,
and joined to the Lord, as Levites, they are called into His service.
The affections being engaged Godward, the walk takes a new turn.
Pursuits, companions, enjoyments, are diverse now from all they once
were; not by compulsion nor imitation, but by a divinely-wrought
impression on the soul in accordance with the Word. They serve now
another Master; they live in another world; they have new joys and new
sorrows, new companions, new occupfttions, new hopes, and new fears.
It is true concerning them, "Behold, I make all things new;" and these
are the fruits of the ministry of God's heaven-ordained and Spirit-qualified servants who are called to minister to the Church of God and
preach to sinners the Gospel, or good news, of grace and salvation.
But, further, the ancient prediction concerning the Levites was remarkably typical of the Gospel dispensation: "I will divide them in J acob,
and scatter them in Israel." vVhen Moses divided the land among the
tribes of Israel, the Levites were to be dispersed all over the countl"J in
an unseen but exact square. Forty-eight cities were allotted to them by
God's command, and the suburbs for goods and cattle were measured with
the same exactitude, that formed a square of two thousand cubits sc:rrounding each city. Many precious Gospel truths are hid nnder these
mystical appointments. "Ve trace the firm compact and well-set exactness of all God's purposes and dealings with His Church, whatever
carnal reason may suggest. "The city lieth four square." "Are not my
ways equal? are not your ways unequal?" saith the Lard, " who worketh
all things after the counsel of His own will; " and the point of rost and
peace to the soul is when brought to say of all God's appointments, "We
are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth."
But from among these forty and eight cities given to the Levites the
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cities of refuge were to be selected, whereunto the manslayer might flee
from the avenger of blood. Here we trace the union between Christ and
His people. One with them in their nature-" The Word was made flesh
and dwelt among us "-He is of one Spirit with His Church: "I in
them, and Thou in me, that we may be made perfect in one; " Christ and
His people forming God's unbroken square, "that they all may be one,
as Thou, Father, art in me and I in Thee, that they also may be one in
us "-a truth set forth in the type by the cities ofrefuge, being chosen out
of the forty-eight towns allotted to the Levites and that represented Christ.
But, further, the prediction of the Patriarch J acob has a gracious fulfilment throughout the Gospel dispensation: "I will divide them in Jacob,
and scatter them in Israel," for where the sheep of God are hid, some shepherd must be sent to find them; and hy "the foolishness of preaching"
the Lord gathers His elect, and calls those to serve who as instruments are
qualified and taught by the Spirit to show unto sinners the way of salvation. There is something special in their teaching, their exercises, their
trials, their gifts, that marks God's call to the important office of ministering to the Church of God. These, though few, are" the lights of the
world;" "the salt of the eadh," and woe be unto any of them" if they
preach not the Gospel."
But, though God's people are not all ministers, they are all priests
- " a holy priesthood to oft'er up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ." And they have a still higher dignity: they are
made kings and priests unto God, being "a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people, to show forth the
praises of Him who hath called them out of darkness into marvellous
light; " and thus not only as priests, but as kings, they serve the true
and only altar, Ohrist Jesus. Consecrated before all worlds as God's portion and inheritance, blest with the life and love of Christ in the soul,
they render unto God the continual" sacrifice of a broken spirit and contrite heart that He will not despise; " and, by the power of sovereign grace,
their desire is to Julfil the Gospel injunction in its scope and aim: "I
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reawnable service; and be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your minds, that ye may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God." This is true consecration,
which is the desire and prayer of quickened souls. ,The powel' of the
world, the flesh, and the devil may occasion many failures and cause deep
humiliation before God; may lead to many doubts and fears as to the
reality of the work done in the soul, and the sincerity of the profession
before God. There may be backslidings from God after manifestations of'
His love and mercy that, in the fulness of joy, made the believer feel so
Rtrong that he was led to think" his mountain should never be removed,"
but" they who dwell under His shadow shall return." God has a rod in
the covenant that shall find out the backslider in heart or conduct, and
with weeping and supplication they shall return, and, like Ephraim of
old, bemoan themselves thus: "Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn Thou me, and I shall
be turned; for Tholl art the Lord my God." The sacred fire lighted by
God Himself in the soul can never" go out," however low the flame may
be, nor ever be "put out," for Omnipotence declares, "I the Lord do
keep it; lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day."
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The Levites further were a type of the Church in the laws given by
God for their provision: "The priests, the Levites, and all the tl'ibe of
Levi shall have no part nor inheritance with Israel. They shall eat the
offerings of the Lord made by fire: the Lord is their inhe.ritance." In
the Gospel dispensation we find continuous proof that" not many wise,
mighty, and noble are called"; but God haUL chosen, for the most part,
His people from among the poor of this world, who have to labour for
the bread that perisheth, and are tried by poverty and want, and'
whose faith oftentimes can reach no higher ~han the inquiry, "Can God
furnish a table in the wilderness? Can He provide flesh for His people?"
How few there are exempt from gloomy feal's of the future, if the present
is tolerably comfortable! And why is this? '['he God of the whole
earth could allot a different position to His elect, but they are to live a
life of dependence upon Him. They are to see His lovingkindness in a
hand-basket portion, and, as they are tau!jht to serve the true and only
altar, Ohrist Jesus, so must they "live of the altar," and from His
gracious haud obtain their supplies for body and soul. Thus the wants
of God's people, temporal and spiritual, are all consecrltted by the Lord,
and their supplies are matters for thankfulness. "By Him, therefore,
let us offer the sacrifice of praise to Goel continually, that is, the fruit of
our lips giving thanks to His name." 'rhus the need, the supply, the
g-ratitude, all come from the Author of every good gift, and redound to
His glory, "for whoso offereth me praise glorifieth me."
Consecration is the desire created in the soul to glorify God. It is
not what we do, but the aim we have in view. "Whatsoever ye do, do it
heartily as unto the Lord" is a Gospel rule that extends all over the
Church of God, and is thr0 test of every right act. This regulates true
service and marks vital consecration; not in attainment, for none but
to the Lord Jesus Christ belongs such a standard of perfection; but this
is the motive, the working power sometimes, and the desire at all times,
of a child of God; but, when actions are weighed in the balance of the
sanctuary, "TEImL" must be written upon all our doings, and union felt
with the words of the holy prophet, who confessed" our righteommesses are
filthy rags." But to God's living family, whose hearts have been touched
by divine love, and made sensible of tbeit· shortcomings and misdoings in
every point ofvimv, how' precious is the thought that their acceptance before
God is not their doings, but Christ's work; and, as that work is revealed
to faith and stirs up love, so will be their desire to live to His praise.
The mode of consecration of the sons of Aaron to the priesthood
shadowed forth the fulness and blesseduess of salvation by grace. The
blood of the slain ram was to be applied to the hand, foot, and ear of
the priest, aud the anointing oil was to be sprinkled over his garments.
This was the consecrating act that sot forth the work of the Son and of
God the Holy Ghost for and on behalf of God's elect. This act sanctified
all that was done by the priest in the service of God, as indicated by His
acceptance of the wave-breast alld heave-shoulder on behalf of Israel,
the love of Christ as revealed in His salvation, and the power of Christ
in its accomplishment; and this is the Gospel that, when realized in the
soul, will produco effects typified by the ancient law: "Thou shalt put
all in the hands of Aaron, and in the hands of his sons: and shalt wave
them for a wave-offering before the Lord. And thou shalt receive them
of their hands, and burn them upon the altar for a burnt-offering, for a
sweet savQur before the Lord" (see Ex:. xxix. 24-29).
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PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No. XVI.
STILL in the vale of affliction, but not forgotten nor forsaken. I
remember when quite a youth hearing a dear old pilgrim, who had been
a hearer of Dr. Hawker, and a friend of the GrisselIs and Petos of a:
former generation, say with his characteristic earnestness, "Search and
look to the generations of old. Did ever any trust in the Lord and were
confounded?" It was a quotation, but I have never met with it. The
sentiment and vigour of language impressed my youthful mind. The
name of the old pilgrim was Peter Sharp. He had been well off, but
the hand of the Lord had gone out 3gainst him, he used to say; and,
though a perfect gentleman, he endured an intensity of suffcring by
reason of poverty and privation that often touched my young heart. I
have learned many a godly lesson from his lips, and we have sung many a
song together, after he bad beeu fed and warmed at my deal' father's
house, always the home of any wayfarer to Zion. Re used to tell us of
the times of his prospeI'ity, when he used to take a coach and fetch a
dear old sflint out of Islington workhouse to spend the day with him at
his house. He little thought then that be should ever apply for and
receive admission into that same workhouse, and break stones or pick
oakum as an " able-bodied pauper," though he was a poor weak man, ill
fit for any kind of work.
Such are the reverses of life, and such the mysterious leadings of
divine Providence. I was glad to find when I last visited him,
that the Lord had provided some better thing-that he was a pensioner of some benevolent gentleman, who liberally supported him.
I had him once to Blar:kmoor to see me, for I loved him as a disciple of
J esus. The~e are memories of thirty-five years ago, associated with other
memories of saints departed. Dear old" Daddy Francis," we used to
call him. 'fhe sweetest luxury I had as a boy was to carry his trunk for
him when he left my father's house to walk a mile to take the coach to
go to 'I.'ring on his Master's service. I loved that dear old man for his
!faster and the Gospel's sake; but little did I dream then that I should
ever follow his steps, and set off to the same plaoe to preaph to the same
people the same precious Christ that he preached. I longed for that
privilege, after I began to tell out the wondrous story, but had to wait
twenty-six years for the fulfilment of my desire.
Another name-only different in the Christian name-George Francis,
of Snow's Fields, is a precious memory. I can never forget his message
of sweet mercy to me, "And some on boards, and some on broken pieces
of the ship: and so it came to pass they' all got safe to land." Those
words brought encouragement into my heart, and were to me as the
c, bill Mizar, the land of J Ol'dan or the Hermonites" were to David.
If
David would not, could not, forget Jerusalem-if he would rather ostE;)em
that city above his chief joy-so are these remembrances of times of
refreshing from the presence of the Lord dear to us. We drink again,
in memory, of the sweet stream; we again sit beneath the shade of the
apple tree, or the palm tree, or the fig tree, an'd the banner is again displayed over us, when the Lord the Spirit is the RemembranceI'. Surely
it is a little foretaste of the joys of the paradise above while we "remember all the way the Lord our God has led us." There those who
have occupied the meanest stations on earth, who have been distinguished
only by the depth of their poverty, the intensity of their suffering, the
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tenacity of their hold of the promise of their patient continuance in well
doing, 1I1 the humblest spheres of life, will have a story to tell which
eternity alone will suffice to uufold. There, when the thorny pathway
trodden in the past shall be irradiated with the beams of divine love, and
shall shine in the blaze of heaven's light; when there shall be no taste
left of the bitterness of the wormwood and the gall, not one misconception
of the divine procedure; when all shall be revealed that was hidden in the
paat, oh, what a glory will be shed on that pathway! What a brightness will appear behind the darkest cloud when the soul shall have
mounted above it! Like the little bird which Mr. Cheover, the author of
"Mont Blanc and the Junchfroud," saw ascending from the valley below
through the mist into the sunshine, singing with all his powers, so shall
the saints rise and sing to the praise of His glory who makes both the
mist and the sunshine, the darkness and the light, who is Lord of life
and death, and brings to His saved ones life and immortality by the
Gospel. Paul took a retrospective view of himself when he said, "When
I was a child, I spake as a child, I thought as a child; when I became a
man, I put away childish things "-not, I apprehend, before he became
a man ~'n Christ." Till then he was wedded to the childish things, and
tlwuglzt he ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth; but when he became a man, a new man in Christ Jesus, all
these childish thoughts and words were" put away as the superfluity of
naughtiness," and he " counted all things but dung so that he might win
Christ" and be found in Him.
I was talking with just such a ehild as Paul was once the other
day; and, though a man in every sense of the word, as the world
think and esteem, yet his words were words of folly. He said, "I
believe in God, but I don't believe in Jesus Christ." I replied,
"I am sorry for you; it is your loss. I have believed on Him for
nearly forty years. He has been the best Friend I ever had. He
has brought me on till now, and will, I believe, see me safe through it
all. No; after that I shall not give Him up." Oh, how I have prayed
that that man might leam to know and love my precious Jesus!
" If all the world His beauties knew,
Sure the whole earth would love Him, too."
Well, unbelief and the devil say, "You have not made such a good
thing of following Christ. After twenty-nine years of service you go out
very much the same as N aomi came back to the land of Israel." And
suppose it is so? And what if the event should prove that all my trials,
all my losses, and all my disappointments are clearly traceable to my own
shortcomings, failures, imperfections, weaknesses, infirmities, and sins?
And what then? God is Just~fiecl! And am I thereby condemned? Oh,
no! I take my stand by the closing verses of the eighth chapter of
Romans: "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or uistress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? . . . Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him that loved tts." \Vhen we first set out on the Christian
course the language of our hearts was" Through floods and flames, if Jesus lead,
I'll follow where He goes;
'Hinder me not!' shall be my cry,
Whatever may oppose."
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And what if the floods still rise? He still leads. What if oppositions
are intensified, so that we have to say with the dear old saint in Islington
workhouse, sixty years ago, "The nearer the city the higher the mountain "? Has He ceased to love us? Oh, no! Have we ceased to love
Him? God be praised, no! Then He has only after all separated us
from our idols, and not from Himself. He has taken away some drosssome tin-which was offensive to Him, but not one iota of that goodly
Oh,
heritage which He gave us in Christ long before time began.
pleasant memories of His faithfulness and truth! bitter memories of our
base ingratitude and sin! Pleasant memories of His delivemnces from
trouble-not once, twice, nor thrice, as when the king shot "the arrow of
the Lord's deliverance," but seven tintes, according to the promise, "In
six troubles I will deliver thee, and in seven I will not forsake thee."
When our cup shall be not only full, but running over, with bitterness
and sorrow, then look up. When? When ye shall see Jerusalem
encompassed with armies, then look 1tp, "for your redemption draweth
nigh." In the time of the greatest ext.romities is God's salvation most
manifest, and His glory seen the brightest. " I willl'emember the years
of the right hand of the Most High. I will call to remembrance my song
t'n the night." I hope to be able to tell my readers of some of these " days
of affiiction and years of evil," according to which David desired to be
remembered for good, according to the Lord's mercy and lovingkindness.
Brixton (no longer Blackmore).
WILLIAM TRoTMAN.
[Well do we likewise remember one of the aged pilgrims mentioned
by Our friend and brother in the foregoing letter. "Old Father FRANCIs,"
as we used to call him, was one of the happiest and most cheerful of aged
pilgrims. Soon after his death, we gave some particulars of his eventful
life in these pages. His son (now upwards of seventy years of age)
still lives, and, in his own experience, blessedly testifies of the God
of his father. Well may our correspondent mention Father FRANCIs
among his "pleasant memories." The remembrance of this veuerable
man of God is always refreshing to our own heart. Some of the facts
he named to us are as fresh in our recollection as though related
but yesterday; and why? Because they carried weight and power and
rich encouragement with them. He used to pmy that "his last days
might be his best days;" and verily they were so. He had found it
good to "bear the yoke in his youth." Such was the persecution he was
called to endure from her to whom he was united in marriage, fhat on
one occasion he felt he could endure it no longer. On his way, therefore,
to a certain pond in the neighbourhood where he lived, intending to
destroy himself, he was arrested by the passage, "In due time ye shall
l'eap, if ye faint not." These words were repeated again and again, by
which he was mercifully diverted from his purpose. At another time,
in sad peq)lexity about ways and means, he had to walk from Hampstead
(where he lived) to the City to buy material for some work he had on
hand, hut knew not what to do for the guinea with which to purchase
the said material. He had been requested to call on his way upon a
gentleman with a message. The gentleman in question flew into such a
violent passion upon receipt of the message, whatever it was, that to
use the dear old pilgrim's own words, "he thought he would have kicked
him from the top to the bottom of the flight of steps which led to his
hall-door." However, of a sudden he recollected himself, and said,
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" Mind, it is not you I am angry with. Do you want a guinea? If you
do, I will lend you one." This, therefore, was how the servant of the
Lord was supplied at that time. Reader, all hearts are in the Lord's
hands-friends as well as foes, remember! "The wrath of man shall
praise Him: the remainder of wrath He will restrain."
Again, upon another occasion, after sitting up a whole night at work,
he had to start early in the morning by stage coach for the place where
he was to preach the next day. His seat happened to be the outer one
behind the coach-box; consequently (he being little of stature) his feet
had no resting-place, but hung over the wheels. In the course of his
journey, he became so sleepy that he could no longer keep awake. The
coach had just passed a certain mile-stone, when (unable to resist his
drowsiness any longer) he fell into a sound sleep. When he awoke, the
cO;ich (to his amazement) was just passing tlw eight/~ milestone from the
spot where he had fallen asleep. At discovering the fact, the words
which came flowing into his heart were, if we mistake not, "Is theI'e
anything too hard for the Lord? " end from those words he preached the
next day.
Ah, dear reader, it is a blessed thing to test and to prove the Lord; and
what a mercy that He is the very same God now as then! Be our position
or our circumstances or our trials or our temptations whatever they may,
He is the self-same almighty, all-gracious, all-condescending, all-willing
One now that He was then,. and His language is now as of old, "Prove
me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it." Dear spiritually-taught reader, be assured
"we are not straitened in Him, but we are straitened in our own
bowels." "We have not, because we ask not."
One more fact, touching the dear old saint of whom we have spoken,
and we bave done. Upon squaring up ou one occasion the quarter's
accounts in connection with the little cause where he was located, he had
(he told us) just twopence halfpenny to go on with; yet, if anyone had
happened to put the question to "Old Father FRANOIS," "Lacked ye anything?" from n')ne more than himself would they have received the
more prompt or emphatic reply, "Nothing!" Reader, depend upon it,
He is a God worthy of all trust and confidence.
"Oh, make.but trial of Hi310ve;
How blest are they, and only they,
Expe?'ience shall decide
Who in His love confide."
EDITOR.]

THE PILGRIM'S FAREWELl" TO THE WORLD.
ye flattering scenes of
mirth,
Ye have no charms for me;
A pilgrim-stranger 01'1 the earth
I hope till death to be.
I wish not for a pleasant way,
But for the path they trod,
Who now behold eternal day
Around the throne of God.
FAREWELL,

The world may hate my very
name,
But I rejoice to know
It hated Jesus just the same
When He was here below.
Oh, may I triumph in each loss,
Though all the world deride;
And daily bear the welcome cross
Of Jesus crucified!
W.W.

380

The GosjJel Magazine.

RECOLLECTIONS.-A MOTHER'S PRAYERS.
WHAT a sweet and blessed employment for a poor sinner to find his soul
drawn to the mercy-seat by the Holy Comforter, and engaged in calling
upon the name of Jesus! How the child of God desires the light and
leading of the Spirit, so that he may realize, in his approaches to the
footstool of mercy, that holy freedom and liberty which it is thfl high
privilege of the heirs of bliss to experience when faith and love are in
lively operation! Oh, sacred employment! Oh, blessed occupation! Ob,
holy, ha!lPY spot, wherever it may be, when the King of Zion, JchovahJesus, manifests His lovingkindness and tender mercy to the wondcring,
admiring, Spirit-enlightened soul of a believer! The favoured soul sings
at such precious seasons" None but Christ to me be given,
None but Christ in carth or heaven."
Well might Peter, upon the mount of transfiguration, while be110lding
the glory of the Lord Jesus, exclaim, "Master, it is good for us to be
here" (Luke ix. 33). My soul, hast thou not known what it has been to
feel something like these privileged disciples of the l'tlwly Jesus? ·When
Jesus Himself has appeared, melting thee into sweetest nothingness at
His dear and ever-blessed feet, what haet thou said? Has not the feeling
and language of thy heart of hearts been akin to that of Peter's? Indeed
it has. Poor, weak, frail, and undeserving as thou hast been, and still
art, yet there have been times in thy experience when the candle of the
Lord has lighted up thy pathway, and thou hast sung His praise, and
gone forth "in the dances of them that make merry." I~ike David, in
humble, hopeful confidence, thou hast been enabled to testify, "Although
my house be not so with God, yet (blessed yet !) He hath ('from everlasting,
or ever the earth was ') made with me (in the person of His clear Son) an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure; for this is all my
salvation, and all my desire, although He make it not to grow" (2 Sam.
xxiii. 5).
One of the sweetost seasons of holy Gospel liberty and access at the
throne of grace ever experienced by the writer, was under very painful
and perplexing circumstances. At the time our then youngest child was
very ill and not expected to live. I stood for some little while watching
the dear sufferer as it lay panting for breath. Apparently there was no
hope of recovery. Oh, how the heart yearned for the child, that God would,
if consistent with His eternal will, raise it up, and not take it away from
our sight.
lt was the evening fm- our cottage prayer-meeting, which was held at
the humble dwelling of a poor, bedridden saint of the Most High. We
went with a mind as full of care, anxiety, perplexity, and sorrow, .as we
ever recollect feeling in our lives. We gave out a hymn suitable to our
then position. Singing ended, we commenced tremblingly telling the
Searcher of hearts our tale of woe; and, blessed be His adorable name,
we had not uttered many sentences before our poor soul was melted.
for the Spid of the living God, the Holy Comforter, whose work it is
to glorify a precious Jesus, by taking of the things which are His, and
revealing them to the souls of God's quickened and redeemed ones, gav&
my soul such a glorious and experimental insight into the covenant of
grace, and of my interest therein, that I could not help expressing my
feelings in dear Toplady's words-
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" Things future, nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose foreg.:>,
Or sever my soul hom His love."
Oh, hallowed time! Filled with joy and peace in believing, humbled,
crumbled,· softened under the precious bedewing of redeeming grace and
dying lovp, I wept and blessed and praised the name of the Lord. Thus
favoured, I could leave all for the time being in the hands of Him who
hath said, "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee;
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle
upon thee" (Isa. xliii. 2).
What a lasting impression such timely and precious proofs of the Lord's
mercy and favour produce upon the heart of a poor, helpless, boweddown, and well-nigh overwhelmed child of God! Notwithstanding all
his fears and frailties, how reassuring, consoling, and confirming it is at
times to look back and remember God's former mercies and lovingkindnesses. Sometimes everything seems a blank, a deception, a delusion to
the child of God, the heir of glory-at least, it is so with us. The Comforter, who should comfort our heart, is far, very far, from us, according to
our apprehension. Faith seems fled, hope gone, and love dead. Here
the Lord teaches us that it is not our faith and hope and love (although
these things are His own gifts) that can save us. We are brought
solemnly to realize that"None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good."

'.

Jesus, in His divine and blessed person, is the only Saviour, the only
Redeemer of lost and ruined sinners. Frames and feelings, much as we
value them, can never save us from destruction. Jesus-yes, dear reader
- J~sus Christ is "A.ll and in all." Jesus is the one great theme of
the ransomed here on earth, and Jesus will be the constant, everlasting
theme of the glorified when they meet, when the whole family-" not
a hoof shall be l(;)ft behind "-are safely gathered around their Master's
table above. Here the tried believer has to heave many, many a
sigh. Here much tribulation is his lot; but there his sorrow, sighing,
and mourning shall be turned into joy. There" God Himself shall wipe
away all tears from off all faces." "The ransomed of the Lord shall
return (may-be's are out of the question) and come to Zion, with songs
and everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away."
The Lord help my sighing, sorrowing brother to realize the blessed
fact that his sighs, groans, hungerings, thirstings, longings, and panting!!
after a fuller and sweeter, deeper and clearer, manifestation of His interest
in the adorable person and -finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ are
precious and positive proofs that the blessed and almighty Quickener,
the Holy Ghost, "hath begotten him again unto a lively (living,
spiritual) hope by the resurrection of Jesus ChI'is t from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptiblo and undefiled, and that fadeth not away"
(1 Peter i. 3, 4). The Lord would never have shown you your need of
Jesus, dear needy one, had He meant to let you perish in your sins. Oh,
no!
We love the account given in God's holy Word of the angel (the Angel
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of the covenant) appearing to Manoah and his wife previous to the birth
of Samson. We read, "And the angel did wondrously; and Manoah
and his wife looked on." How wondrously the Lord deals with us sometimes, and all we can do is to look on, wondering what will be the issue
of all. How wondrously the Lord brings us little by little to the
acknowledgement of this fact, " .All my springs are in Thee." He shows
us the hardness of our heart, the emptiness and destitution of our soul
without Him, our proneness to wander from Him, "the Fountain of
living waters; " our constant depandence upon Himself, our entire nothingness and absolute undeservedness. 1'hese things the Lord teaches us
again and again in such a wondrous, marvellous manner that sometimes
we, like Manoah, /.lay, "We shall surely die" (Judges xiii. 22).
Beloved in the Lord, do you know anything of the line of argument (I
mean, under the sweet leading of the Spirit) adopted by Manoah's wife?
John Newton has very preciously put it in one of his sweet Gospel hymns.
He says", And can He bavetaught me to trust in His name,
And thus far h:we brought me to put me to shame?"
No, no! "If the Lord (said Manoah's wife) were pleased to kill us, He
would not have received a burnt offering and a meat offering at our
hands, neither would He have shewed us all these things, nor would as
at this time have told us such things as these."
May we not ask ourselves, when we feel discouraged by reason of the
many and various things which occur in our pathway, Would the Lord
have taught me feelingly to cry with the publican, "God, be merciful to
me, a sinner! " if He had no mercy in store for me ? Would He have made
me feel what a poor, sinful, dry, pal'Ched-up thing I am, if He had no
l'iches to bestow upon me, no living water to give me? Would He have
made me cry out with the Psalmist, " Bring my soul out of prison, that
I may praise Thy name," if He did not mean, in His own gracious time
and way, to say, "Loose him and let him go"? Would He have discovered to me my need of a better righteousness than that of the creature,
if He did not intend clothing me manifestively with the robe of Ohrist-·
giving me to know, by sweet experience, what that blessed Scripture
means, "This is the name whereby He shall be called, The Lord our
righteousness" ? Would He have made me sick of the world, sick of self,
sick of the creature, if He had not purposed to satisfy me with Himself ?
Would He have caused me to say sometimes, with a heart bowed down by
many an anxious care, "0 that I had wings like a dove, for then
would I :flyaway and be at rest! " if He had not prepared a place of rest
for my seul in the" many mansions" above? Reader, what saith your
heart to these interrogations? Is there an echo-a response ? Well,
then, let us sing together" I cling to His cross; here I see my salvation;
'Tis finished, complete, I'm redeemed from all woe;
I read and rejoice, ' There's no condemnation
To those in Christ J esns ;' ah, never; oh, no !
" Since Christ is my Head, this with joy I remember;
His body, to which with affection I glow,
Altbough I'm the most insignificant member,
Can't be full without me; ah, never; oh, no ! "
This sweet truth, "no condemnation," felt and realized within, will
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•, make the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb to
sing."
'1'he child of God often feels coudemnation within on account of sin,
backslidings of heart, coldness of affections, proneness to wander, worldly
trammels, half-hearte:ilness in prayer, and unbelief; but, when the Lord
fulfils experimentally that precious declaration, "I will be as the dew
unto Israel," the believer realizes afresh that" There is therefore now
(while in the midst of the conflict) no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit; " and he
sees that the Lord Jesus, according to His own Word, is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Whatever change may take place
without or within, the believer's interest in the covenalit of grace remains
unchangeably, imm1ttably, and ete-rnaUy the same. Oh, for God-given faith
to enter more fully and:·blessedly into the meritorious nature of' the work
of Jesus, and the all-sufficiency and suitability of the person of Jesus to
meet our every daily need! "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily." In Him the saints have au imperishable, indestructible title to all the blessings, privileges, and promises of the Gospel. Are
they poor? "In Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."
Are they empty? He is "the fulness of Him that filleth all iu all."
Are they sick? He is the all-wise Physician. Are they naked? Jesus
has a robe-the best robe-to cover him with. Are they needy? Paul,
speaking under the inspiration of the blessed Spirit, says, "My God 8hall
supply (the Lord help us to come, just as we are, day by day) all your
neeq, according to His riches in g'lory, by Ohrist Jesus." Do they feel
blind? He giveth sight. J ehovah, the Father, says, in the fortysecond chapter of Isaiah, sixth and seventh verses, "I the Lord have
called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee,
and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to
open the blind eyes, to bring' out the prisoners from the prison, and them
that sit in darkness out of the prison house." Do they feel, sometimes,
as if they were dead? Jesus says, "I am the Resurrection and the
Life." Do they mourn after their Beloved? What a blessed antidote
for all their mournings is provided in the Christ of God! The first three
verses of the sixty-first chapter of Isaiah contain a very precious description of the office-character of J ehovah-Jesus as the Comforter. The
Father, we there read, "hath sent Him to bind up the broken-hearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them
that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.."
Reader, we might multiply these instances of the provisions and promises of God to His dear people, but what we have already mentioned
will serve our present purpose.
We will now, as the Lord may help us, record a few instances of a
mother's prayers, and God's gracious and merciful answers to the same.
What a reality there is in prayer! What prayers so full and so feeling
and so earnest as a mother's? There is, to our mind, something so very
precious in canneqtion with them. How deeply, affectionately, and lovingly
a tender mother enters with her whole soul into the petitions she puts
up at the throne of the heavenly grace on behalf of those who lie near
and dear to her heart-her children! How many a saint and servant of
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the Most High has had to bless God for a praying, loving mother!
Instrumentally, under God, such a mother has brought down upon
her children blessings for which they will have to praise the Hearer and
Answerer of prayer, not only while they sojourn here below, but also
when they reach that blessed, holy, happy place" where the inhabitant
shall never say, I am sick, and the people that dwell therein are furgiven
their iniquity." Give me a mother's prayers before those of any creature besides. And why? Because Iowe so much-yea, so very muchto the prayers and supplications of a dear, precious, loving, sainted
mother. Oh, praying fathers and thl'one-besieging mothers, although
there may seem to be no answers to your importunities at the fuotstool
of mercy on behalf of your children, yet pray on, plead on, wrestle on.
God does hear and heed, and He will, in His own time, grant your
requests. "He waits (till the set time arrives to favour Zion) to be
gracious." "He cannot deny Himself." He says in His Word, "Call
upon me in the day of trouble, alid I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify me."
But to proceed. When I was born into this sinful world I was injured. This was a heavy trial to my mother. She sought advice at the
hands of the family doctor, who prescribed a certain course. I have
heard mother say many times how she used to groan and sigh and cry
to God while attending to me, entreating Him to bless the means adopted.
He heard and answered her prayer. I was completely healed; and
there has not been the semblance of a return of it from that time to
this, which is between thirty and forty years.
"Wrestling prayer can wonders do,
Bring relief in deepest straits."
Before I was two years old I was reduced so low by affliction that all
hope of recovery was taken away. More than once they came to my
cradle-bed to see me, as they thought, die. But God mercifully heard
prayer on my behalf, and restored me, contrary to all human expectation.
When about six years of age I had (speaking after the manner of men)
a very narrow escape from drowning. Mother sent me on an errand.
Close by the house to which I had to go was a well. Childlike, I
thought how I should like to have a peep into it. I went for the purpose of just taking a look down, when my foot slipped, and I fell with
my head hanging over the well's mouth. Oh, what feelings of horror,
hell, God, and eternity seized my mind at that (to me) awful moment.
Many times since then have I thought of the poet's words in connection
with the circumstance" Not a single shaft can hit
Till the God of love sees fit."
I grew up a most hardened, rebellious, wayward, wicked son. I
determined, in spite of all the loving entreaties of my dear mother, to
have my fill of sin. Many, many times has my precious mother called
me from my ungodly associates in the public highway to speak a kind,
remonstrating word to me, telling me, with a heaving heart, what an
awful and fearful thing it was to sin against God. She would speak in
the most gentle (ah, reader, who so gentle as a God-fearing mother?)
manner possible. But I was deaf to all her words of warning. John
Kent truly describes my then state of mind-
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" When wisdom calls they stop their em',
And headlong urge theil' mad career."
I solemnly believe I should have been in hell ere this, had it not Loea
for the sighs and groans of my affectionate mother.
I was, during my youth, the ringleader in Sabbath-breaking, sw-earing, and all manner of wickedness. So much was I addicted to swearing
that upon one occasion I was rebuked by one uf my ungodly cumpanions. This stuck in me like a dagger for a lengtn 01' time. On ono
oecasion my mother narrowly escaped a serious injury, if not death
itself, through my carelessness and wickedness. When I went into the
house after the occurrencp, she began, with tears in her eyes, to speak tll
me of the matter. I was BO overcome at the thought of what might
. have resulted from my imprudent conduct, and at the mild treatment I
xeceived at my mother's hands notwithstanding, that I burst into a flood
of tears, crying, "Oh, mother, do you think God will forgive me for it? "
"Yes, my Ban," said Bhe. " Come, and let us now ask Him to pardon
and bless you." I knelt down and laid my head in her lap, while 1:lhe
prayed to God for her soa. That prayer, and the sweet spirit manifested
by my dear mother, made more impression upon me than all the rods in
the world could have done. I speak from experienee. The tear, the
sigh, the distressed look, will make a deeper wound than the rod, although
this at times is very necessary for judicious parents to use in chastising
their children for their folly.
When I recollect the sins of my youthful days, how I used to entertain
my companions sometimes on God's holy Sabbath day, reading profane
or immoral books to them; and when I consider that, so far as I know,
not one of those my early associates have as yet been called by divine
grace, while I, the very foremost in wickedness, have a sweet hope in my
soul that not only has the Lord quickened my soul into life, but has
mercifully appeared unto me again and again, I am constrained to cry,
" "Vho am I, 0 Lord God? "
"Why was I made to hear Thy voice
And enter while there's room,
'While thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?"
We must confess that it is all of free, unmerited, unsolieited, undeserved,
and sovereign grace. We 'Sub3cribe most heartily and unreservedly to what
the Apostle Paul declares, "For of Him, and through Him, and to Him,
are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen." (Rom. xi. 36).
(To be continued.)

WORDS TO A SUFFERER.
HUSH, my child, these notes of When with one glad cry of victory
mourning,
Thou shalt rise to realms of peace.
I, thy Lord, am standing by,
Clothed in robes of snowy whiteness,
Hearing evexy groan of anguish,
Thou shalt join the ransomed
Knowing every weary sigh.
throng,
I, thy Lord, the furnace lightedWaving high the palm of triumph,
In my hand the pruning knifeSwelling heaven's unceasing Bong.
When the time of trial is ended
No more sickness, no more sorrow,
Thou shalt weal' the crown of life.
Things of earth shall pass away;
" Little one," the hour is coming
Soon shall end thy" night of weeping,"
Of thy r,aptive soul's release,
Then shall dawn the cloudless day.
BE
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KINGLY RESEMBLANOE.
THERE is a remarkable passage in the Book of Judges concerning the
brethren of Gideon, who were slain by the kings of Midian. The description given of these noble heroes is, that" EACH ONE RESEMBLED THE
CHILDREN OF A KING" (Judges viii. 18).
Is not this a correct portrait of
the true Ohristian, who, in his life, walk, and conversation, resembles the
likeness of the King of kings, the Father of lights, with whom is no darkness at all?
Adam, we are told, was created" in the image of God," and was pro-nounced by his Oreator to be good. When, however, he fell by disobedience, he lost the divine image, and became the slave of the prince of
darkness, "the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience."
Adam's moral beauty then disappeared, and his heart and mind became
defiled by sin. Ever since that event man has been afraid of God, and
has tried by every bpecies of sophistry to make excuses for his wilful
disobedience. Our Lord well described it in the language of the unjust man who said, "I knew thee that thou wast a hard master,
reaping where thou hast not 80wn, and gathering where thou hast not
strawed."
The mission of our Lord Jesus Ohrist, tho second Adam, was for the
purpose of restoring to His believing people the image they had lost,
and that in a far higher degree than that which they had lost in the
first Adam by his sin and transgression. It was to be an indelible likeness of the heavenly One, so that they should become children after
God's own heart. What then, we may ask, is the image of God? Are we
not told that" no man hath seen God at any time"? And when Moses
wished to see Him, did not He say that" no man could see Him and live" ?
Yet in all ages good men have longed to see God. Was this a vain
desire planted in the human heart only to receive disappointment? We
trow not. Is it not rather the evidence of a divine life working within
us which creates the hungering and thirsting of the soul after the SOID'ce
of every spiritual emotion? God never disregards' the desires of His
children, especially when they thirst for a knowledge of Himself; and
so we read that, " In the fulness of time, God sent forth His Son, who was
the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person, and
declared to be the Son of God with power."
Thus we are no longer in doubt respecting the image of God; and we
are further told that into this image He has determined that all His
children shall be brought. "Marvel not," said our blessed Lord to
Nicodemus, "that I say unto you, Ye must be born again." This process is termed the new birth. It is accomplished by the same Spirit
who moved on the face of the waters on the morning of creation, and
said, " Let there be light: and there was light; " by J:Iim who" breathed
into man's nostrils, and he became a living soul." This great change is
described by the Apostle John as" passing from death unto life." In this
way we bear the divine image. It is stamped upon us as the likeness of
any form is impressed upon wax or melted metals. Ohristians should
never be satisfied till God's image is as plainly marked upon them as
the Queen's likeness is stamped upon an English coin. " I shall be
satisfied," said the Psalmist, "when I wake up after Thy likeness." We
read of the early disciples that c, men took knowledge of them that they
had been with Jesus, and learned of Him." Oan we bear this test? In
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thi day of mixing with the world, can we be surprised that worldlr.
nul, "Whose image and superscription do these professors wear? '
nul put the right question when he said, "What do ye more than
th 1'8 ? " This is the test. As our Lord says, "Do men gather grapes
I thorns, or figs of thistles? " " Make the tree good, and the fruit will
b good also." Oh, that professors were more anxious to know whether
the divine work has really been begun in their hearts and consciences!
for, if not, there can be no resemblance to the children of the Great
King.
Let us consider some of the resemblances which the followers
of Jesus bear to the children of a king. Princes are distinguishod
by their many honours and titles, and BO are the children of God,
who are emphatically "the men whom the King delighteth to
honour." Well may John exclaim, "Behold, what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us, tbat we should be called the
sous of God: and if sons, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with
Jesus Ohrist," We know what an honour it is considered to be an heir
to some nobleman, prince, or king. These people are the envy of the
wOl'ld; but what are they, compared to the children of God? Their very
heirship is uncertain. They may die before they are of age, or before the
person whom they hope to succeed does; but not so with the Ohristian.
God having made him His child by the Spirit of adoption, says to him,
" All that I have is thine." As the Apostle so comprehensively puts it,
"All are yours, for ye are Ohrist's, and Ohrist is God's. For I am
persuaded that neither life, nor death, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, is able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Ohrist
Jesus our Lord,"
Should not each believer sing with W atts" I would not change my blest estate
For all the world calls good or great;
And, while my faith can keep her hold,
I envy not the miaer's gold" P
Then, again, Ohristians are called" kings and priests," and they are the
highest titles that can be conferred upon us. Jesus Ohrist was a King
and Priest, and all His followers resemble Him in bearing the same
titles. The Apostle Paul tells us that the saints will not only judge the
world, but angels as well, for they are God's true kings, anointed by Him
with His own pure and immortal nature, and as priests set apart to
offer up daily the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and yield themselves up "a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, which is their reasonable
service."
Another way in which true Ohristians resemble the children of a king
is, by the courtly apparel which they wear. We all know that the earthly
courts of royalty require courtly dresses to be worn by those who attend
such places; so, in like manner, if we desire to attend God's court and
worship Him, we must be clothed with the garments which are acceptable and pleasing to Him. But, alas! in our natural and sinful state
we have no robes of our own fit to wear in God's court. As the Scriptures have said, " All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags, and we are all
as an unclean thing." One of the eaddest circumstances of all is, that
we are profoundly ignorant of our true state, and think that wo are
E E 2
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rich, and have need of nothing, while at the same time we are poor and
wretched and miserable and naked-so poor that we can never purchase
suitable garments for the presence of the Great Kin~; and, therefore,
salvation, to be serviceable to us, must be free, "'without money and
without price." Our blessed Lord not only died for OUl' sins, but
also wrought out a robe of righteousness by fulfilling the law and
making it honourable, and bearing its curse in our room and stead, so
that we might be made the" righteousness of God in Him." Thus He
takes and introduces His children to the heavenly court" without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing," for by Him they are justified from all things
from which they could not be justified by the law of :NIoses. Th~se
garments are inscribed, like the breastplate of the high priest, WIth
this inscription: "Holiness to the Lord." We must not, however, think
that these garments are merely outside. "The queen's daughter (the
Church) is all glorious within; her clothing is of wrought gold."
It would avail us but little if we were covered with royal robes, and
yet remained rebels instead of princes, swine instead of lambs; so God
washes the believer, and he becomes whiter than snow, giving a new
heart and a right spirit, upon which He has promised to write His law,
that he may not depart from Him.
Another thing in which true Ohristians resemble the children of a
king is by their royal privileges. They dwell in the royal presence.
Only children are thus privileged. Servants live in the palace, and
guests come and go, but only children can be said to dwell in the king's
presence. Thus it is with the true Ohristian. "To this man will I
look, and with him will I dwell, who is of a hnmble and contrite spirit,
and that trembleth at my Word." J esns said, "If any man receive my
Woru, I will come in nnto him, and sup with him;" and in another
place, that He and the Father will COlIle and make their abode with
him. By-and-bye all true Ohristians will dwell with God in heaven, the
palaGe of the King of kings and Lord of lords.
Believers also have constant access to God. It is one of the privileges of children to have intercourse and commnnion with their
parents. No properly regulated family would be found to deprive their
children of this necessary and delightful privilege. Those parents who
wisely rule by affection would not care to be parents if their children
were to be debarred from this beautiful interchange of thought and
affection. In a far higher and lIlore complete manner the throne of
grace is at all times accessible to the children of God. They can never
weary Him by their constant attend&llce, for His ear is always open to
their ('ry. " Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pities them
that f"ur Him." They can come and pour out their hearts before Him,
telling Him all their joys, their sorrows, their wants, and their fears.
Must we not all feel ashamed in using this privilege so seldom, and frequently so mournfully and wearily? We can easily tell at what a distance we are living from God when this delightful privilege is despised
and neglected. Our faces would not be so careworn, or our hearts so
depressed, if we had a constant and abiding access to the Fountain of
light and love. Let us remembBr that the children of God are not
"straitened in Him," but in their own carnal and unspiritual temperaments. They cry out about their coldness, and keep away from the
Sun of Righteousness, who alone can warm and cheer their drooping
hearts.
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Anothor way in which Ohristians resemble the children of a king i~
by having a royal provision. We all know that, if there are princes ancI
princesses, they must be pl·ovided. for. A nation that would not do this
would be unworthy of the name of civilised. So God provides for His
children. As princes, they live differently to others; they cann'lt eat
the husks which the world feeds on. Their taste is purer and spiritually
niscerned, and can only be satisfied with heavenly manna, and by "every
word that proceedeth from th'l mouth of God." He has promised that
they shall be satisfied with the fulneRs of His house, and He will make
them to drink of the river of His pleasures.
True Ohristians resemble, also, the children of a king- in receiving
special instruction. A prince must not be allowed to grow up in igno.rance. He needs to be carefully instructed. While under age he
receives knowledge from tutors and masters, in order to qualify himself
for the high and rosponsible duties which will devolve upon him. And
so it is with God's children. Bnt observe the n;ff8rence. He teaches
them Himself. He will not entrust them to another. The Holy Ghos~
i the great Teacher. Hence the Apostle John writes, "Ye have an
unction from the Holy One, whereby ye know aU things;" and there is
no instructor like Him. To be without His teaching is to be in a state
of ignorance; for, "as no man knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of man which is in him, even so the things of' God knoweth no
mn.n, but the Spirit of God." He teaches them to know themselves by
hecoming acquainted with God, who is infinite light. He touches the
heart as well as enlightens the intellect, proving Himself to be the Spirit
of light and love. Thus the promise is fulfilled, "They shall be. all
taught of the Lord."
Another thing in which true Ohristians resemble the children of a kiug
iR, in possessing a kingly guard. vVhen we pass Marlborough House,
where the Prince of Wales rosides, we see a soldier walking backwards
ann forwflrds befor(:l the gates. So is it with the ohildren ·of God, though
in a far higher degree, for" as the mountains are round about Jerusalem,
Sr) the Lord is rounel about His people" as a wall of ligh.t and fire. ThouH'lnds of angels, represented as horses and chariots, also surround them;
and God has said, "He that toucheth yon toucheth the apple of mine
oye." Weil might the Psalwist oxclaim, "The Lord is my defence, and
my God is the Rock of my refuge. Though a host should oncamp
against me, yet will I not fear."
"Not walls nor hills could guard so well
Old Salem's happy ground,
As those eternal arms of love
That every saint sUl'l'onnds."
The Scriptures and the history of the Ohurch in all ages abound with
remarkable interpositions of the Almighty in defence of His weak and
lowly onos; and so it comes to pass tha~ they are prosorved until the
present time as the salt of the earth, and shall be securely kept as lambs
among wolve~ until the very end of time.
In conclusion, wo romark that the true Ohristian resombles the children
of a king by having royal prospects. The prince will not always 1e a
child. In the course of time he arrives at ag-e, and steps into his nobl,)
position. This is a royal prospect, to which his youthful he:tl't aad inwgination constantly look forward to. Alas! in this vain and uncertftin
world, the pleasures of anticipation are usually greater than those of
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realization. Not so, however, with the Ohristian's prospects, fm' we read
that" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered the heart
of man to conceive the things which God hath prepared for those that
love Him." The saint who lives nearest to God upon earth will have at
last to confess that, like the Queen of Sheba with the wisdem and glory of
Solomon, that not one-half hath been told him. Earthly pleasures are all
imperfect, and come to a speedy end, but the pleasures of the world to
come are complete and everlasting. Earthly enjoyments, at their very
best, are but a sip; heavenly delights are an inexhaustible fountain.
Can any prospects of a worldly man ba compared to those of the Ohristian? The one are all imperfect and uncertain, and the other are laid
up " where neither moth nor rust can corrupt, and where thieves cannot
break through and steal." Yes, heaven is the Ohristian's home! He
longs to see his Father's face, and so to realize the promise of being like
Him, because he will" see Him as He is."
Another royal prospect is the full realization of God's presence. The
believer has foretastes of it, but, alas! they are few and far between.
He does, indeed, cry out at times"If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the fountain be? "
He longs for the time when God's presence shall become for ever a
"fulness of joy," and longs to be "at ~is right hand, where there are
pleasures for evermore."
.
" There shall we see His face,
And never, never sin,
But from the fountain of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
May God give us grace to realize in our hearts that we have been
made new creatures in Ohrist Jesus, and that each one of us resembles
the children of a king.
E. W.
THE REOENT LEIOESTER OONFERENOE.
BY ONE WHO WAS THERE.

A MORNING JOTTING.-Leicester,M"ay 24, 1877.-Awoke early this morning,
with the sun shining brightly upon my chamber window. Its warm.th
and glow, after the sharp easterly winds we have had of late, is most
welcome. May the Sun of Righteousness in like manner shed His
healing, reviving, genial beams upon the hearts of the dear brethren
whom I once more expect to meet at the Leicester Oonference to-day.
As on previous occasions, may there be an entire absence of bickering,
hair-splitting, fault-finding. May Jesus, in His glorious Person and
finished work, be both Object and Subject.
Lord, I pray Thee to grant that the lines I see recorded on these
chamber walls may be richly realized in many hearts this day-.
A PRAYER.
"Oh, Jesus, make Thyself to me
A living, bright reality:
More present to faith's vision keen
Than any olltward object seen;
More dear, more intimately nigh
Than e'en the sweetest earthly tie."
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fir und the throne, no I nl; r lh occupants of a body of sin
autl tl ath i no longer "groaning, b In burdened;" no longer with the
v r· n nnt cry, "0 Lord, revive 'rhy, rk in the midst of the years;
in wra.th l' member mercy; " no long r with the daily utterance"Oh, when will
cl my j y complete,
And mak cm u f sin?
I 1 tb land and meet
When shall
No Canaanit th l' in?"
ay tho Lord grant that, und dh pirit's dew and power, there may be
rds of comfort and cheer and n uragoment for the Lord's poor and
needy ones to-day. May the L l'd'a hungry ones be fed, His thirsty ones be
refreshed by precious draughts fl' ID the living stream flowing from the
smitten Rock, Ohrist Jesus. May th woak ones be strengthened, the
halting ones comforted and ne ura od, the blind ones be enlightened,
and the desponding ones bo s t at sw et and blessed liberty. Oh, that
it may prove, under the anointing of tho IToly Ghost, to be a clay of joy
and gladness to many, many precious souls, a sweet foretaste of eternal
and uninterrupted blessodness. Do grant it, Lord! Oh, that there may
not be a single j:lrring noto; nothing whatever to mar; nought to which
to take exception; nothing whatovor said or done which any assembled
will have afterwards to rogrot, On the contrary, do grant, Lord, that
JUany a preciolls soul, in returning from the gatherings to-day and tomorrow, may have rich causo to say, lC It has been good for us to be here;
the Lord was with us of a truth,"
And, 0 Lord, may wo be forcibly rominded by the absence of those
who have from time to timo mat with us in former years, of our own
mortality. With some, no doubt, this will be their last attendance at
the Leicester Oonference, May the inquiry, therefore, be suggested to
many an attendant there to-day, "Lord, is it 1 ~ Is this my last visit
here? Before another year shall havo seen its rounds, will my summons
have come? Will it be said to me by an authority none can resist,
, Sot thine house in order, for thou shalt die, and not live'? Oh, then,
Lord, grant that a corresponding tone of watchfulness, simplicity,
humility, brotherly love, and toachableness may possess my mind,"
.May the lCLord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" be the prevailing feeling.
May thero, in very deed, be a 'c putting off the old man and a putting on
the new man," May Ohrist bo emphatically the Alpha and Omega, the
All in all this day. Lord, mako it, I pray Thee, a day of memorial-a day
for sweet and blessed remembrance. May we realize, in heavenly measure
and degree, what" the unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace" is.
Lord, Lord, grant it, for a precious Ohrist's sake. Amen, and amen.
Since wl'iting the foregoing, my eyes have dropped upon another
tablet upon the walls of the chamber where I have slept. It is 1 John
h, '11
h ~t
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iii. 2, 3: Cl Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it cloth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, weshall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And every man that
hath this lJOpe in him purifieth himself, even as He is pure."
May theLord, in great mercy, grant that this precious portion may be realized in
all its sweetness, fulness, and blessedness this day.
On Thursday afternoon, after a happy gathering at the Rectory, there
was a good congregation at Aylestone Church. Three hymns were sung.
The Rector (the Rev. G. W. STRATON) read the seventeenth chapter of
John, and then the Rev. JAMES ORMESTON preacbed a precious sermon from
Psalm cxxxiii. 1-3. It was admirably adapted for the occasion, and, I
doubt not, proved a word in season to many souls. The Lord's Supper
was afterwards administered to a large number ef communicants, amongwhom were three so-called Dissenting ministers. This is as it should be,
reminding one of that precious Scripturf', "One Lord, one faith, one
baptism." There will be no jarring in hraven. In a certain sense, I
know not why there should be on earth among- those taught by tbe selfsame Spirit, redeemed hy the same precious blood, justified by the same
righteousness, clethed in tho same spotless wedding garment, supported
and sustained by the same all-sufficient grace, waging the same warfare
against the self-snme three-fold enemy, the '''orld, the flesh, and the
devil; and destined at length to dwell together in the same happy, allglerious, and eternal home.
Oh, if we could but forget our little
differences and petty crotchets, and meet and live as brethren, how
different things would be to what they are!
Friday Morning, jlfay 25.-BlesFed be our God for the good day of
yesterday. It was a happy and profitable day indeed. Brethren meeting together from far distances, in the name and in the grace of our everadorable Lord. His truth was sweetly expounded. Many as were the
speakers, I am not aware that there was a single jarring note. The
" diversity of gifts" was strikingly manifested, but the same Spirit was
abundantly manifest also; and in this consisted so richly and so blessedly
the mercy.
No bitterness, no bickering, no hair-splitting: no" I arn:
of' Paul, and I am of Apollos ;" but a precious recognition of Christ a9
the one ever-living and glorious Head. The subject for the day was
"Cllrist in you the hope 0f.glory."
Tbank God, then, 0 my soul, for these happy Leicester Conferences!
The Train, Saturday Morni?1g, May 26.-0Ilce more journeying homewards, after a season of great soul refreshment from intercourse ",jlh
tho brethren. Many most precious things were spohen yesterday as well
as on the previous day. I trust that they may be brought to remembrancE',
>IS tlle passages commented upon from time to timo come before me.
I
thought, last evening, how beneficial tbese meetings are, when the Holy
Ghost enables a man to bring out what He has taught him in re~arcl
to the "Vord. The subject of yesterday being" P?'eac!z the Word," OUl' •
brother ST11ATON, in his opening remarks, laid such stress upon the fact of
how the Lord ah\'ays taught in and by the Word. I thought, as he spokE',
what a 1101)" jealousy the JJorcl instils into the hearts of His people, that
any promise or precept spoken should be in the precise language of the
Wora. They are not satisfied that it should be the substance, or in ?nM'e
harmony with the Word, but that it should be the very Word itse?las
spoken home to the soul, and brought to bear upon the heart and conscience by the Holy Ghost. Oh, what sacred jealousy thel'e is, and what
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heart-scarching and hebitancy, if so be there is the very slightest deviation
from the strict letter of the Word.
As the speakers, one after another, delivered their testimony, I thought
of the inexhaustible folness contained in the Word. How one is led to
see this phase of truth, and another that, and yet by no means in contradiction, but in sweet and blessed harmony. It is like different
persons expressing themselves in regard to something they have heard
or seen. The one has been impressed with this part of the picture,
another with that. One dwells upon this fact and another upon that, in
regard to certain events and occurrences. And yet there is n" dispute 01'
contradiction. So it is with respect to the" diversity of gifts" broug:'t
by the Holy Ghost to bear upon His own sacred Word.
Moreover, how sweet it is, in these God-and-truth-despising days, to
hear the veterans-the fathers in Ohrist-bearing testimony to the Word.
Apart from all human teaching 01' fleshly attainments, what a dignity and
what a power and what a conclusiveness there is, as these veterans give
utterance to what the Holy Ghost has evidently written of His Word
upon the fleshly tablea of their hearts-yea, what He has burnt into their
very souls. Oh, what a weight, I say, there is, and what an authority,
under such circumstances! And "hat a holy tenacity there is about such
men in regard to "buying the truth and selling it not." No, what little
they dl) know, they feel t'l have been attained at such a price-by such
soul-travail and by such heart-labour-that they would not part with
an iota of it, or sacrifice one jot 01' one tittle of the same-no, not for
worlds.
One speaker (~i[r. DAVIS, of Clerkenwell, London, Mr. LUCICIN'S
sllccessor), yesterday, brought out of the passage in such a very
forcible and blesr.ecl way, the person of Christ, as embodied in the
injunction to "prea';h the Word."
Ah, here one felt to be the
true secrel-the very pith and marrow-of all preaching, when, by
precious faith, under the illuminating power of the Holy Ghost,
CHRIST HIMSRU' is seen as the very sum and substance of the
'Vord. How blessed is it then! How is the soul uplifted aud the heart
'mrmed thereby! Oh, when Christ becomes" the All and in all" of our
thoughts, meditations, and desires, how slYeet and blessed it is! Self, the
creature, the world, all and everything, engrossed, absorbed, perfectly
swallowed up in Christ! HolY blessed then; but, alas! alas! holY seldom
attained to-how little realized! HolY rare is it with trnth to exclaim,
" 'l'hou art ALL my salvation and ALL my desire."
In dwelling upon discriminating preaching, Mr. DAVIS said, How
marked it was in regard to Christ'tl preaching at Nazareth. After He had
J'eau His text, and closed the book, "The eyes of all them that were in
the synagogue were fastened on Him. And He began to say unto them,.
'l'bis (by is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bare Him witnetls,
and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth."
B'lt when He came to discriminate about Elias being sent only to one
widow, :md Eliseus, the prophet, only to Naaman, the Syrian, "all they
in the synagoguf:l were filled with wrath, and rose up, and thrust Him
out of the city, and led Him unto the brow of the hill whereon their
city was built, that they might cast Him down headlong."
One speaker (Dr. GREGG) in regard to "preaching the Word," mentioned one of those blessed extremitiee; with which all the Lord's Spiritsent servants are more or less familiar. I say blessed, because of issues

394

The Gospel Magazine.

and results, proving, in such a clear and unmistakeable way, that" man's
extremity is God's opportunity." Upon a recent occasion the Word was
a closed book. There was no dew upon either fleece or floor. All
previous meditation or preparation was gone, and the mind left a p6l'fect
blank, except in sighs and cries to the Lord, and those "groanings" of
and by "the Spirit which cannot be uttered." Service had commenced
and been gone through as far as the prayers were concerned; the vestry
(ah, if vestry walls or pulpit stairs could speak !) was resorted to; then,
and not till then, came the word, "Go, and I will be with thy mouth, and
will teach thee what thou shalt say."
Without attempting (God forbid!) to say a word against reading,
meditation, and prayer, we know one who is bound to testify to the fact,
as far as personal experience goes, that fresh words as spoken home at
this or that crisis, or this or that critical juncture, are the fitllest and the
most favoured .. they are both timely and telling, suitable and saVOU1'Y"
whereas the prepared words-the got-up lessons-the well-arranged discourses-if delivered at all (and this is, for most part, a questionable
matter with certain of the Lord's messengers) savour of a stench in the
nostrils, Israel's" manna" of yesterday that" stank."
Well, it is something like this: A certain community, say, have
offended against their rightful sovereign and ruler, and that sovereign or
ruler sends an ambassador who had been very much in his company and
confidence with words of exhortation. The said ambassador, observe,
had been aforetime upon terms of closest friendship and intimacy, but
about him there had been a great amount of waywardness, ~elf-will, ingratitude, abuse of privileges. This is the man of all men commissionfld
to go to the aliens, the rebels, the conspirators against the king and his
kingdom. In the first place, such messenger is surprised and astounded
at being chosen at all for such service, but what are his feelings-what
his emotions-when at length he reaches his destination-confronts his
fellow-fallen, rebellious, and ungrateful ones, and now opening his
sealed orders, reads his commission, publishes the proclamation with
which he has been entrusted,-a proclamation full of pity, rich in tenderness, altogether free from the veriest semblance of threat, fault-finding, or
anger; but, on the contrary, overflowing with lovingkindness, tender
mercy, and compassion? Now, what might reasonably be expected as
the feelings and emotions of such a messenger, at the time and under
the circumstances of proclaiming such a message from so loving, so
gracious, so condescending and compassionate a sovereign?
Reader, answer this question, and you will have a key to what is
called experimental preachz"ng. This will account for the heartfelt utterances, and the glowing countenances, and the tearful eyes of those who,
at the moment of speaking, feel how true it was of themselves as well as
of those to whom they speak-

" Against the God that rules the sky,
I fought with hand uplifted high;
Despised the method of His grace,
Secure without a hiding-place.
" Enwrapt in thick Egyptian night,
And loving darkness more than light,
I madly ran my sinful race,
Too proud to seek a hiding-place.

The Gospel Magazine.

"

39fj

" But, lo! a gracious voice I heard,
And Mercy's heavenly form appeared j
She led me on, with smiling face,
To Jesus as my hiding-place.'
Among many precious things which the Rev. J. ORMESTON said was
one in particular that suited the writer, and which, like a thousand other
sweet aud savoury things, had been overlooked in the blessed Word.
It was this, that whilst in other of His epistles to the Churches, the
Apostle Paul had prefaced them with the prayer that" grace and peace"
might be multiplied to them, in his pastoral epistles to Timothy and to
Titus, he prayed that" grace, ?7W?'CY, and peace" might be vouchsafed
to them, as though in their pastoral or ministerial work they would
stand in very special need of mercy. Ah! this came home; this was
like the workman's hammer striking the nail or rivetting the
bolt. And why? Oh, because there was the deepfelt consciousness
of the sins of one's holy things-not merely the sloth, the indolence,
the shortcomings, the selfishness, the stoicism, and the self-seeking, in a
thousand ways, but the waywardness, the vexation, the fault-finding with
God because He would not allow one to 1)reach and to pray as one would
like to do; that is, in othel' words, to pamper to the pride and Pharisaism of the human heart. Oh, when the" I will" and the "I won't" of
the flesh is considered as so constantly seeking to counteract the" What
wilt Thou l.ave me to do ?" of the Spirit--the seeking to flee to Tarshish rather
than" go into Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching
that I bid thee "-well may the Lord's living and thankless and wayward
J onahs be humbled in the very dust befor8 God in :regard to the sins of
their holy things, and heartily unite in the prayer that " grace, me/'c!/,
and peace" might be bestowed upon them.
There was another precious thought from the lips of the same speaker.
By searching the "VVorel there would be founel the "yea" of Goel the
Father: "Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love, and therefore
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee;" the "verily" of God the
Son: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in
Paradise;" the "behold" of God the Holy Ghost: "Behold, my
servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth," Mr.
ORMESTON seems to have a special aptitude for searching out and bringing
to the surface, so to speak, the precious nick-nacks of the Word.
The valiant and outspoken Minister of Grove Chapel, Camberwell (the
Rev. T. BRADBURY), who, as usual, wound up the Conference, said some
precious things with respect to preaching the Word. He laid great
stress upon the fact that the Apostle said nothing in these pastoral
epistles about ordinances, sacraments, or baptisms; it was "Preach the
Word, in season and out of season; rebuke, reprove, exhort, with all
longsuffering and doctrine." He spoke very forcibly upon Jonah-his
treatment of God and God's dealings with him. He showed that whilst
he had a penny to pay (or rather to play) with, he would not go to
Nineveh to preach. It was only when he became a pauper he became a
preacher. Reader, there is much significancy in this, in more ways
than one.
Paupers, after all, are the best of preachers.
Empty
pockets suit empty heM'ts, because they lead to a feeling need of
the God of all grace, who can fill both.
One can well understand why dear old LUTHER was afraid of being put off with gold
and silver. He knew full well that the moment he became a miser
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he ceased to be a preaolwr in an acceptable and worthy sense. One very
mnch doubts if either Paul or Peter was ever worth a £5 note. We hear
the latter once said, "Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have
give I thee; In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk." Christ Himself was Peter's Banker. He drew upon Hnr, without
any deposit of his own. Peter kept an account with the bank of heaven,
but never had a balance there in the human sense; and yet his draughts
were always" honoured "-never more so than when he was pOOl'est
and most pauper-like in himself. If Peter had al ways been as poor and
as needy in himself as he was as a preacher, he novel' would. have denied
his blessed Lord and Master.
And now, as I am drawing near the end of my journey, I must clos!)
these jottings or recollections of the Leicester Conference. I bless my
God that I have once more been privileged to attend one of these happy
and profitable gatherings. It warms my too often cold heart in meeting
from various distanoes many dear brethren and sisters in the Lord. On
the present occasion, in the most unexpected way, I was permitted afresh
to meet and enjoy fellowship with Colonel :M.ACDONALD, the intimate friend
of my earliest fi:iend and companion, J. D. LANE. I know not when I have
been so refreshed in meeting with an old friend. It brought vividly to
my recollection my visit to Scotland, and preaching thore in the old
kirk in the Colonel's park, and for dear MILNE, of sainted memory, in
the Free Church at Perth. Oh, what reminiscences these, and how serving,
by the remembrance of one, and another, and another, having been oaller!
home, to prove how soon one's-self must be added to the number!
AFTER THOUGHTS.
jJf(/l/j 27.-1n reflecting upon the happy gatherings of the past week,
many things are presented to the mind with sweetnes". I was not the
only one who missed dear Mr. TrroRPE SMITH from our midst, but one
could but rejoice in the mercy that he was safe home! Among the
speakers of the first day was the Rev. H. D. SEWELL, of Headcorn,
Kent, who, upon the text, "Christ in you the hope of glory," gave a
most blessed view of the oneness, the identity, the indissoluble uniun of
Christ and the Church. There was a remarkable fulness in this testimony, and fell from the lips of one who had passed his threescore year~
and ten; and wail, therefore, no novice nor mere theorist in these covenant veri tics. His address was most strengthening and refreshing.
Among his
DAvrs (of Hull) brought out Eome precious things.
remarks, however, was his regret (as a parochial minister) at finding
slIch indifference about and ignorance of the Word even among professing Christians. One illustration, in proof, in regard to one who
had been for many years a class-leader, was most painful. WILKrNsoN
"\vas, as usual, plain and outspoken. BATTERSDY and RELY SMITH,
clear, sound, and most instructive as expositors of the Word. Thero
is always something to learn from theso quarters. ROLLESTON hud
sweet access in prayer, if we may j ndge by our own feelings, as he
led the worsllippers. We cannot coincide witll Dr. GREGG in the step he
hils so recently taken in seceding from the Church. We believe him to
be under a cloud, and mistaken in this respect. Nevertheless, thero was
not a speaker whom we could more closely follow, as sweetly, saving1y
taught. He has a precious insight into truth, and is enabled to bring it
out with much weight and authority. We venture to think, however, he
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will not find a Free Church a bed of roses. If we mistake not, he is forsakingfr'ee quarters, and about to have to do with sundry bishops (and that
of both sexes, instead of one and that of the masculine gender only).
Nevertheless, he is in good hands. God will be his Teacher and his Keeper.
Tilere was among our gathering a young man recently ordained. We
could not catch or have forgotten his name; but we find he is the son of
a godly mother. He l)l"ay~d with simplicity and power, at the opening
of the second day's proceedmgs. One's heart went out for that young
man. He just buckling on the harness, and at such a crisis, and in such
days, whilst other some wel'e bearing the burden and heat of the day!
and others again-and many of these-just, like the writer of these brief
notes, about to lay down the weapons of their warfare, and to quit the
battle-field. The Lord, in mercy, stand by this yonng soldier of the cross,
and all such; make him and them valiant for the truth-firm and uncompromising; and at last may they receive at His hands a " crown of
glory which fadeth not away."
D. A. D.

MERIT OR GRACE.
Rev. and venerable \Yatts Wilkinson, in reply to a gentleman who
was desirous to know whether he thought there were different degrees
in the enjoyment of the saints in light, and whether eternal happiness
hereafter was not in some measure proportioned to, and bestowed upon,
us for our merits here, sent the following answer, which was graciously
blessed to the receiver:" It would. be endless did I refer to the many passages of holy Scripture referring to the subject of the letter I have received. I am l'equestecl
to give the result of my knowledge and experience; and I would say,
that I have no more faith in the doctrine of human merit than I have in
purgatory or trans2tbstantiation. The idea of any reward never enters my
mind but to be decidedly and instantly rejected. It is most destructive
to the glory of Christ, and to my comfort and peace. If I am hereafter
to receive the reward of my works, hell, and not heaven, will be my
portion for ever. If J ehovah, in His condescending mercy, is pleased to
work in me to will and to do anything pleasiug in His sight, the whole
of the glory is due unto Him. Christ, precious Christ, is the beginning
and the end, 'the first and the last,' the All in all of a sinner's salvation. If J ehovah, the eternal Spirit, has, agreeably to His covenant
engagement on behalf of 'the vessels of mercy afore prepared unto
glory,' convinced you of sin, He will convert your heart, testify of Jesus,
lead you to Jesus, and enable you to cleave wholly to Jesus. Experience
of the love of Jesus will kindle love in your heart to Him in return, and
this is the true and only source of acceptable obedience-obedience which
will not merit heaven, or precede you into heaven, but follow behind in
its proper place, as the proof and evidence of the genuine nature of your
experience and faith. 'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord;
yea, saith the Spirit, from henceforth, for they rest from their labours,
and their works do follow them.'
" May J ehovah guide you, and cause you to enter into His presence,
and to know the blessing of those who are made perfect in love and
obedience, sincerely prays one who is for Jesus' sake,
"Yours truly,
W. WILKlliSON."
THE
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£)txm.O'us nub' ~.O'ttS .0'£ Sttffi.O'ua.
SERMONS BY THE LATE REV. DANIEL FOLEY, D.D.,
Profe6s01' of I"islz in Trinity College, IJz/bUn.
SERMON

n.

" For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle w/we dissolved,
we have a building of God, an house not made w2t7~ hands, etern(tl in tl~e
heavens."-2 COR. v. 1.
.

How soon does the intimation to Belshazzar, which, by the finger of
. Jehovah, informed him that God had n~mbered and finished his great
kingdom, and would that night call himself to render an account of his
impiety against the Lord of hosts-how suddenly does it change the
mirth and revelry of the king, his nobles, and thousand lords at that
impious feast into a scene of alarm and dismay! How quickly, on receiving the awful summons from the me8senger of the Lord, is the defiance
of the Lord and bold desecration of the plundered vessels of God's holy
temple at Jerusalem exchanged for the altered countenance and greatly
troubled thoughts, and the relaxed joints and trembling knees of that
proud monarch, because terror-stricken conscience loudly proclaimed how
unfit he was to meet his God! How differently circumstanced was the
holy Paul, who so triumphantly expresses his own hope and the common
hope of all true Ohristians in the text! Placed in the midst of tumults and
labours, in afflictions, necessities, and distresses; in stripes and imprisonments, watchings and fastings, as we read in this same chapter; and as
elsewhere, in prisons often, beaten with rods, stoned, left for dead; in
journeyings often, and in perils of waters and of robbers, of his own
countrymen and of the heathen, in the city and in the wilderness, in
the sea and among" false brethren, in weariness and painfulness, in
watchings, and hunger, and thirst, and fastings, and cold, and nakedness;
and yet neither toil nor anxiety for himself and for all the Ohurches, nor
labour, nor desertion, nor ingratitude, nor weakness of body, nor persecution, could darken his bright prospect, nor take away his lively hope,
for the Ohristian's happiness and joy begin when the worldling's end; and
the same death-in itself always an evil and fraught with woe to the
careless, unbelieving sinner-only demolishes the tabernacle of clay and
opens the door of the everlasting mansions to God's dear children, when
it is His good pleasure by this messenger to call them home.
Now, my beloved, I shall proceed to inquire who the persons are that
possess this knowledge, and what the knowledge spoken of in the text
implies: "We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, au house not made with handE',
eternal in the heavens." May the Spirit of Jesus give us here present
this knowledge in all its living and consoling power!
And first, then, my dear brethren, let no careless sinner lay claim to
this sweet assurance who gives his youth and strength to the service of
Satan, though he may have some vague intention of giving the last
moments of ,bis life to the service of God. Let no man of unholy life
presume that he has a right to expect a happy death. True, indeed, that
the merciful Jesus has given us no commission to exclude any, at any
time or period of existence, from hope. True that He suatullOs a few, but
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only a few, in the last moments, to be monuments of the power of His
grace. He can fill one vessel of mercy with His Spirit from the mother's
womb, and pluck a blaspheming thief from the devil's hand at the last
hour of his existence j but He plucks none at any time without working in
them mightily, as in the thief on the cross, who accused himself of sin and
iniquity, rebuked his still blaspheming companion, asserted the Lord's
innocence while He was suffering for the guilty, a~knowledged the Lord's.
justice in his own punishment, and earnestly sued for the Lord's mercy
before he was pardoned; all which marks of God's grace, I need scarcely
add, must have been produced in him by God's Holy Spirit, and, therefore, his case supplies no encouragement to those who determine to continue in sin tilt the close of their lives.
But, beloved, while the worldling and the infidel, against reason and
conscience and the Word of God, will sLill thus deceive themselves, and
while all false religions supply their votaries with no solid comfort,
because with no well-grounded hope against their last end j while some
wilt abolish hell, and others supply a purgatory, to calm the alarm
of natural conscience, or by an unscriptural delusion, to gain more selfish
ends, it is, nevertheless, the blessed privilege of the heaven-born, heaventaught children of God, His redeemed and called and sanctified people,
in the midst of the fears of nature, notwithstanding its gloomy anticipations and the shrinking unwillingness of the soul to part company
with its old tabernacle, and against the fears from the king of terrors,
and the horrors of the unseen world, and the accusations of Satan, and
the workings of indwelling sin, and much felt corruption j amid and
against all, to knolV the much greatet' advantage to be gained by death
than the loss to be sustained by it j that, though it be well to cherish the
tender ties of life, and to spend it profitably in God's service, and to
remain on earth while God has aught for them to do or anything to
testify, that, nevertheless, "to depart," as it is to "be with Ohrist, is far
better."
Nor is it to be forgotten that this bright and glorious hope of "an
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens" is all of free
grace, all of eternal mercy j that our covenant God has fixed our abode
in it before we had existence, and that, as all the gracious benefit is ours,
so God will, and ought to have, all the glory j that sovereign grace
alone could rescue the vital spark in man from the devil's grasp, and
thereby leave the serpent only the dURt of God's elect for his meat, and
compel death, sin's eldest offspring, to destroy the power and existence of
her parent in the members of God's people, when it removes them from
.the body of death, and so, depriving the serpent of its sting, make it safe
to receive it without danger and with affection to the bosom of the saints.
And how blessed, too, that such a destination should be appointed to the
fallen sons of Adam, whose vel'y name" Adam," given to him of God,
signifies" red earth," as if to remind him, every time he heard it, of his
origin, and to instruct his seed to all generations in the same truth.
Now, in the second place, my brethren, we come to consider what this
knowledge is which God's people have, a\l stated in the text, and we find
it to be that, though and when their present earthly tabernacle is dissolved
by death, they have" a building of God, an house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens." The body is only the house of sojourning in a
land of pilgrimage and bondage, and the soul, as the living, animating
tenant, is the man who dwells therein; from which it is evident that the
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house may be blown down, burned, or destroyed, and yet comparati\'ely
little harm done to the tenant-nay, more, that, whatever the struggle
may be in escaping from a falling house, the soul may (and the Christian's soul assuredly will) escape unhurt, fly unfettered to its eternal
mansion, and find the exchange everlasting gain.
Again, it is an " earthly house," that i~, built only of earth, or else the
earthly dwelling as opposed to the building of God which is in heaven,
and where our mansions are prepared. It is also" the earthly house of
our tabernacle," which you know was a booth or moving house, which
.served as a temporary covering, not as a fixed residence, and which,
because it had no foundation, might be moved through every part of
the wilderness, and taken to pieces or dissolved at any time; and, just as
the ark of God was moved through the wilderness, and was long placed
in a tabernacle, till finally lodged in the temple safely in the land. of
Canaan, when Israel had a permanent city, and no longer needed tabernacles to sojourn in, so it is the Christian's blessed privilege to look forward in certain prospect to the dissolution of his tabernacle of clay in
which he is lodged, to his escape from the wilderness, its barrenness
and its vicissitudes, to the goodly city having sure foundations, which
he builded not, and to " a house not made with hands," and an ever·
lasting house, which can neither be dissolved nor destroyed, in the
heavenly Canaan of his inheritance.
N or is death to be looked npon by the Christian merely as a dissolution,
but rather as a union. If viewad in the former aspect, it must necessarily be a troubling view instead of a consoling view of God's last
messenger to His chosen people. It may be, to be sure, a departing from
dearest friends on earth, who, though we may be the delight of their
eyes while in our earthly tabernacle, yet no sooner do we leave the lifeless corpse which they were wont to mistake for ourselves, than, like
Abraham to his beloved 8arah, they" seek a. burying place, that they
may bury their dead out of their sight." It is a giving up all earthly
happiness, but it is giving up all earthly misery also, which to every soul
born into the world is far greater. Observe how death is spokeu of with
respect to God's people in the Word of God, and find me one expression
which is calculated to give any unwelcome notion of the consummation. Abraham was only" gathered to his people" when he died!Jatherecl, not scatte;:ed or dissolved; Moses "slept with his fathers;"
David's " flesh rested in hope; " Peter" was shortly to put off his tabernacle, as our Lord Jesus Christ had shewed him," and, though it was to
be by a cruel martyrdom, with what sweet composure does he speak of it,
and only gathers from it an argument for urgent usefulness while left
among the living. And Paul, how triumphantly he speaks of the prospect! To" die was gain;" to be "absent from the body" was to be
" present with the Lord;" and to "depart" was to be "with Christ,
which is far better;" and, in the words of the text, to have " a building
of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
Now, beloved, we must carefully distinguish the Christian's knowledge
of the great truth of the text-and indeed of every revealed truth in the
Gospel-from every spurious imitation of it which professors have. There
is a knowledge which men have, particularly such as have opportunities
of being instructed in the visible Church-a knowledge which gives a
certain and a considerable amount of light to the understanding, but
allures not the affections; which, though it produces this light in the
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mind, does not produce holiness in the heart; which convinces the judgmont without converting the soul; in which practice is far below principle
o.nd knowledge as far above conscience; in which men may" taste the
good Word of God, and the powers of the world to come," and like the
taste exceedingly, but think the price too costly when required to sell all
that they have and buy the pearl; in which the transcendant excellency
of Christ and His Gospel and its hope may appear desirable, but for
which, nevertheless, they are not willing to deny themselves, to take up
their cross and follow Him; in which men may know much about the
way of righteousness, and escape all the gro8ser pollutions of the world,
and that through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
in them, and shining in the atmosphere of the Church around them, to
which they cannot altogether shut their eyes; and yet, because it be not
the heart-consoling, soul-enlightening knowledge produced by the Spirit
of life, whatever it may do to heap up greater condemnation, it cau give
no " joy unspeakable and full of glory;" it can secure no "building of
God," no "house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." But
very different is the Christian's knowledge and different its effects, for it
not only enables him to see the things which God has prepared for him,
but also carries up his heart's affections to aspire after, and yearn for,
the heavenly realities. It not only gives him" to see with open face, as
in a glass, the glory of the Lord," but also is effectual in oltanging himself
into the same image, by the Spirit of the Lord. The Sun of Righteouslless not only shines in the atmosphere of the Church around him, but it
shines into his heart, revives his dead affections by the warmth of its
rays, makes the withered things to flourish and ripen into fruit to the
glory of God. It produces a thirst for God and His salvation; ma;kes the
whole of the Christian life a holy desire for the living God-a desire
which will be abundantly satisfied when he reaches the "building of
God," the" house Dot made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
Nor are we to lose sight for a moment of the fact, in any consideration
of this subject (it is our most sweet and sure consolation), that the Lord
Jesus it is who is pledged to procure us this glory; He to whom the
Father says, "Ask of me and I will give Thee; " and, having a choice,
makes the gracious request) "Father, I will that they also, whom Thou
hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory,
which Thou hast given me ; " and so, in order to secure His desire concerning His people, He dwells in them by His Spirit, He watches them
all ttrough tbeir pilgrimage, and presel'ves them from all perils and
alarms-aye, and He will preserve every particle of their dust in the grave;
and, as Joseph brought his father Jacob's remains from Egypt, where he
died, and that with Pharaoh's servants, and chariots, and horses, to
deposit them in Canaan, the land of promise, so does our blessed Jesus
transport His people, by His and their last enemy, to the abode of their
inheritance and eternal rest, whither, like Josepb, as their great Forerunner, He bas gone to prepare their habitation.
Beloved brethren, how glorious are the position and prospects of
such of you as are washed and cleansed by the blood of Jesus, and sanctified by His Holy Spirit, who are looking for and hastening to this
glorious consummation! How indescribable must be that happy state
and place of your habitation, on leaving the tenement of clay, which God
represents by so many different similitudes, and describes by none, by
reason of our imperfect faculties, which could not comprehend its naturt>,
F F
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sometimes calling it a building, sometimes a house, sometimes a city,
sometimes an "inheritance undefiled," sometimes as a garment to be
obtained after the flesh is laid aside. The same indescribable happiness
is promised under a variety of names and representations. To the
Ohurch of Ephesus it is, "To eat of the tree of life which is in the midst
of the paradise of God." To the Ohurch of Smyrna, "Not to be hurt of
the second death." To the Ohurch of Pergamos, "To eat of the hidden
manna, and the white stone (of acquittal), and in the stone a new llame
written, which no man knoweth, saving he that receiveth it." To the
Ohurch of Thyatira, "'.rhe mling sceptre, and the morning star." To
"the few names in Sardis ",]10 had not uefiled their garments," "to walk
with Jesus in white, to be clothed in white raiment, and have their names
registered in the Book of Life." To the Ohurch at Philadelphia, "To
be a pillar in the temple of God, and to go no more out, and to have the
name of their God, and the name of the city of God, and Jesus' own new
name written upon them." To him that overcame in Laodicea, "To sit
with Jesus on His throne of glory." And what are all these different
promises of the same thing but a proof that the glory of that kingdom
and the riches of that inheritance can be described by no figure, because
a glory and inheritance not yet manifested, but to ba hereafter revealed
fully at the appearing of Jesus Ohrist?
There is one more view of this subject which I cannot but urge in con·
clusion as a ground of sweet anticipation. It will be intelligible to God's
dear children. In heaven there shall no unclean thing be; none there
but God's elect people, as in hell none but the children of disobedie.!lce.
In earth, you know, there is a mixture of sheep and goats, of tares and
wheat, of God's people and God's enemies, but in that blessed state
above there shall be no admixture; and, if the communion of saints in its
imperfect state below is so sweet and so refreshing as the children of the
I~ord sometimes find it, when they take cheering counsel together; if the
sacred tie which binds the Ohristian man to his brother cannot be explained by social principles, nor by unity of pursuits or expectations;
if it arise not from the motives which suggest earthly friendships; if its
bond be firmer than any of nature's ties, and if it be some mysterious
influence communicated by the Spirit of Jesus from the Head to all the
members, and escaping like so much secret virtue from each as soon as
he discerns the face of a brother, in whom alone, and at once, he finds
a conducting medium for the electric spark; if such be some faint idea
of Ohristian love and Ohristian communion in the midst of earth's infirmities, with which the children of the Lord are still encompassed, and
meeting so many rude shocks of disappointment by contact with the
unworthy and unbelieving, what must be the exquisiteness of that sweet
principle in its full development, where no undeserving object can lay
claim to its uninterrupted flow, because none but sheep shall be found,
and where the great Pastor Himself shall feed and lead them, not on the
barren mountains of this evil world, but through the blissful abodes of
eternal day, in their "house not made with hands] eternal ill the
heavens" !
THE holiness of J eaus Ohrist will shine in heaven to bless His saints,
and burn in hell to torment His adversaries, for ever and for ever. Both
heaven and hell will eternally proclaim the infinite holiness of the Son
of God.
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THE LATE MRS. LYNN.

,VE are happy to be able to add to our previous account

\

some" Jottings
from the Diary" of our late beloved friond and sister in the Lord,
Mrs. IJYNN. "Ve copy them from" Word and Work." The more we
reflect upon the character of our departed friend, the more deeply we
feel how greatly she will be missed by those who had the pleasure of
her personal acquaintance. She wa~ a living witness indeed to the
power and preciousness of spiritual and imperishable hfa. If ever it could
be said of a daughter of Adam, "She hath done what she could," with
the utmost truth it might be spoken of the late beloved Mrs. LYNN.
" October 10, 1875.-' Hitherto hath the Lord helped me.' Surely,
were I to keep silence, the very stones might cry out. 'Blessed with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places,' how rich I am! The Lord for a
shield, how safe I am! The Lord on my side, how strong I am! I will
l'ejoice ill it as I hear Him say, 'My strength is made perfect in weakness.' Have just enjoyed nearness of access to the Lord; now I desire
to go out and minister to some aged ones confined to their rooms.
" October 20.-0h, what a privilege to find access at all times to our
loving Father! Have just enjoyed a sweet season with the deal' children;
we have been reading Psalms xv. and xvi. The perfect Model presented
in Psalm xv.; surely we must see the loving Lord Himself there. How
beautiful the question in the first verile, just the very place the believer
desires to be in-the' secret of "His presence beneath the shadow of the
Almighty.' How full the Psalms are of similar expressions! 'Shadow
of Thy wings.' I feel sure the aliusion in these varied expressions is to
the wings of the cherubim in the holy of holies-at leAst this is the
way I have enjoyed it. There is somethi':!g like it in Psalms xxxiv. and
xliii. The Psalmist gets to the holy hill, then to the tabernacles, then
to the altars; but this will not satisfy, until at last he gets' to God my
oxceeding joy.' How he can praise Him; so will I. Truly then we can
rejoice in the Lord as our portion, and say, 'The lines are fallen unto
me in pleasant placos.' What a beautiful interchange we find in Psalm
xvi. 5, and Deuteronomy xxxii. 9.
" November 4.-0n Lord's day, Mr. G-- gave some sweet thonghts
on the old favourite Psalm (ciii.). The five things at the beginning that
God is said to be the Doer of-He is the :Forgiver, Healer, Redeemer,
Crowner, and Satisfier. Yes, indeed, I do know Him in these blessed
characters. One thought about healing was specially precious to me,
revealed as J ehovah-Rophi in Exodus; in Malachi, 'Sun of Righteousness, with healing in His wings' (or beams). Get inb the sunsbinethere is healing for everything there. Oh, to practice more of this running into the Refuge !llore frequently!
"Last Lord's day Mr. G.-- spoke from the eighty-eighth Psalm,
the only one that ends in darkness. Most of the Psalms rise at the end.
However deep they !llay haye been, there is generally a note of victory
at the dose. Oh, that we knew more of tanying with our Lord in thi~
scene of the garden of Gethsemane! When we get down we are often
in too great a hurry to get up again. If we knew more of it we should
know more of His joy in Hebrews xii. How many times Christ appeals
to God in Psalm xxii. 3-6. Did God ever forsake one of His children
that trusted in Him? As they gather round Him in heaven, they will
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all exclaim, 'Never, never!' Oh, the emptying of that cross; Peter going
away, and all the other disciples. But this was not all. He said to Go~,
• Why hast Tl!ozt forsaken me?' God wants us each to answer thl:!l
question: can we say, 'For me'? Now, He can say, 'I will never leave
thee nor forsake thee.' "
A sister in the Lord has kindly written the following : "When I visited dear Mrs. Lynn durin'" her illness in London, she
said to me, • I have much suffering, but I wo~ld not be without the pain
for the joy I have in fellowship with the Lord. I often clap my hands
with joy when I am alone. " He hath brought me into the banqueting
house: His banner over me is love." Perhaps the Lord is going to take
me home. I am quite ready to go.'
"At Dulwich (about a fortnight before her departure) she said, 'This
illness has been a time of deep heart searching as to my walk and service.
Jesus has been precious as ~he High Priest. "He ever liveth to make
intercession." Row empty and vain all the things of this earth are to me
now! I have thought so much of Christ and His sufferiuls, and had
fellowship with Him. "Underneath are the everlasting arms. His left
hand is under my head, and His right hand cloLh embrace me." \V-hon I
am alone I often sing the hymn'" And am I blessed with J esu's 10\'0 ?
And shall I dwell with Him above?
And will the joyful period come
When I shall call the heavens my home? '
" , ~Iy dear friends wish to keep me down here, but my Lord says, "Come
up higher!" my LJrd says, "Welcome home!"
" 'The kingly King at His right hand
Where glory, glory dwelleth
My presence doth command,
In om' Immanuel's land.'"

I
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RIPENED AND AT REST.
To Me Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR Sm,-Like you, I sometimes feel very sad when I look at
the present and contemplate the future-so many of the best and dearest
to us and to our God taken away, whose places are not re-filled. JAMES
NUT'l'ALL, a well-established old Christian of seventy-four years, was
interred at Rochdale recently. He lived at Oldham the latter part
of his life, but formerly in Yorkshire, and for a number of years went
twenty miles to hear the late Mr. PYlII, of Elmley. He was the favoured
instrument used by Goel in breaking that spell of despair which
hovered over Mr. PYM in his las~ illness, and he told me the account of
it, which appeared in one of your Magazines about ten or twelve years
ag-o. He devoted his last days to helping tho Rev. TnOJlIAS CHAPMAN, of
Oldham, who is a man of truth, and has a very large field of labour,
where be has many helpers sowing tho good seed of the kingdom. He
was favoured with the Iltrongest confidence to the close, having ordered
everything about his funeral, and even said that his coffin might be
brought into the house, if it could be; but the person who was ordered
10 makl1 it said that he would see it was all right when required. This
was surely showing that death was robbed of its sting.
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We were over ye~tel'day hearing :Mr. OHAPMAN, from, "But this :Mlln,
becauso He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood "-the
tdxt our departed brother had left for him as a foundation for the exalting of Ohrist Jesus, whom he loved. ·What a wonderful meeting with
numbers" gone before!" :Most wondorful of all, that "first sight of
Ohrist!" What will it be .
I should name, too, another valuable man taken away, :Mr. OAWLEY,
the member for Salford, :Manchester, the most Protestant and even Godly
man wo have ever had. :Mr. STltATON has met with him at the National
Olub, and he was Presiuent of the Ohurch Association here~none apparently to fill his placJ.
Yours ever sincerely,

E. S.

Manchester.

[We remember being introduced to :Mr. OAWLEY, last year, at the
National Club, by our friend and brother, the Rev. G. ·W. STRATON; and
most thankful we felt for the sound Protestantism exhi bited by the late
member for Salford. It is a solemn feature of the times that such men
should be \lalled away at so critical a crisis as the present, but verily
"the Judge of all the earth must do right." We know here but part of
His ways. They will be explained by-and-by, to the unmingled admiration and gratitude of His redeemed.-ED.]

OUR OHRISTIAN SABBATH.
To the Editor of tlte GosjJel Magazine.

My DEAR MR. EDIToR,-Your favoured and gracious correspondent,
Mr. OOWELL, gives some very pointed statements in connection with the
attempts of some who think that by opening om' museums, free libraries,
&c., we shall make the masses of the people better Ohristians. Nothing
but the Gospel will do that, and even it requires the all-powerful application of the Holy Spirit. Only the pleasures of mind and body are
sought in these places, and these soon degenerate with the heart of man,
always having a downward tendency without grace. I remember some
years ago the son of a Unitarian alderman here who, having returned
from America, was permitted by his father to try and induce the 001'poration to allow the bands to pll1y in our parks on Sundays. The
experiment was made with sacred music; and soon, from Handel's "And
the glory of the Lord" and the" Hallelujah" from the" Messiah," the
sacred pieces gave place to dance music, operas, &c.
These remarks on the Sabbath call to memory the late Mr. O. E.
OAWLEY, M.P. for Salford, whoEe removal at this time from our midst
seems to us at the wrong time, when we appear to require such sterling,
earnest, and conscientious men to stand a little longer in the front rank
of those few protestors against the err01'S of Ritualism and Romanism
we have left to us. But we may not repine at the doings of our graciou8
and ever-wise Father, who sees everything from the beginning to the
encl. I cannot easily forget the last time Mr. OAWLEY spoke publicly in
the Oouncil (I think). He stood forth, and in firm, but earnest and
forcible language, protested with full Scriptural power and knowledge
against the opening of the Salford :Museum, on the same ground
that "G. 0." has so well brought out-the privilege of our Sabbath,
and the command of God for its continual preservation. All honour
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to his revered memory! May God in His mercy dire::t our rulers and
all those who are in authority to resist the pressure of Rationalists,
Ritualists, and Romanists, and enable them to refuse all efforts to spoil
our freedom in the retention, in all its purity, of our precious Sabbath.
Oh, ma,y we never he found as a nation truckling any jU'fther to these
wretched three R's! We have enough to do with them in the educational
sense. If ever there was a time when we had need to pray for more
spiritual labourers in God's vineyard, now surely is the time; also to pray
for more public labourers in our nation, such as the late Mr. OAWLEY.
Manchester.
WM. SIMMONS.
THE REOENT DAY FOR SPECIAL PRAYER.
To tIle Ellitor of the Gospel Jl£agaz:ine.

My DEAR SIR AND BnoTIIER IN OIIRIST,-I was pleased indeed to
receive your kind letter to-day, and to know how you fared on Wednesday. By the same post I received one from our friend and brother, the
Rev. J. C. MARTIN, Southsea, and they, like yourselves, felt the Lord
was with them; so did we in this place. As I addressed the people in
the evening I felt a peculiar power from God resting on my spirit. I am
hnmbly grateful to be able to say that, from communications received,
there were thousands who, on that day, in various places, were uniting
with us in prayer before the Lord. And who can tell? The Lord may
have mercy and spare us still, guilty as we are; and, if He does not,
why (bless His precious name !), it is a mercy to have our eyes open to
our sUlTolmdings, and to be amongst the men marked, who sigh and cry
for the abominations done in the land.
Like yourself, dear brother, my soul loathes the hair-splitting and con·
tentions so prevalent amongst the true family of God. The fighting for
names, and sects, and denominations, is heartrending. What a proof of
carnality! May the Lord scan say unto Zion, "Arise, shine, for thy light
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." But ere then we
believe the floor will be purged and the scourge severely felt.
Desiring your enjoyment of every new covenant blessing, seeking an
interest in your prayers, with affection in the Lord, my dear brother,
Believe me to remain, yours faithfully in J'esus,
L-inslade.• April 20, 1877.
.
JOll:;' LINDSEY.
A WORD ABOUT THE LATE LEICEST.ER CONFERENCE.
To tlte Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR Sm,-How can I account for these overflowings of joy and peace?
not for anything that is in me, or any good done by me. Surely it is my
Tlord and Master, who has sent the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, to dwell
within my heart. I feel that He, and He only, is all my desire, and all
that I need. Oh! when we can realize snch a blessed fulness, our hearts
are indeed full to overflowing, and we ca.n then sing"Jesus, the very thought of Thee
With sweetness fills my breast."
" Can the children of the bridechalllber fast, while the Bridegroo1l1 is
with them? " I say, nay; "but the days will come when the Bridegroom shall be taken away, then shall they fast." Yes, when the
Sun of Righteousness hides Himself from our view, then we can no more
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rejoice, but everything around us wears a gloomy aspect, just as my
dear sister feels at the present time; she is suffering both bodily and
mentally without any apparent diseaso. May God in His infinite mercy
speedily deliver her, and enable her to sing, "His banner over me was
love." Could we feel the love of Christ always uppermost in our hearts,
why, we should always be on the mount, and, like Moses, we should talk
with God.
I can tell you I have been so refreshed and strengthened by tho
outpourings at the Conforence, applied by the Holy Spirit, that my soul
has revelled in Christ's love. Oh, that we could have many such meetings by the way! It puts me in mind of the poor traveller walking
through the sandy desert, and finding the spring of water, at which he
quenches his parching thirst; or like the woman of Samaria when the
. Stranger said He would have given her" living water" (which I believe
He did at once, for she was carried away by His words, and ran to fetch
her friends, saying, "Is not this the Christ? "). You see she forgot
entirely her pitcher of water. Christ was springing up in her heart. He
Himself WdS her Teacher; and I might say, since God's Word has
become so precious to my soul, I seem always to be thirsting for more.
Christ in very deed is my hope and my glory. Our dear pastor (who
has long since gone to rest) used often to say when preaching, "None
but Christ! none but Christ!" "Christ is made of God unto us wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." He is our All in all.
Oh, the height and depth and breadth and length of the love of God in
Christ! It does indeed pass our knowledge. The beloved disciple John
says, "Now are we the sons of God; and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be; but when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He is." 'Ve, with all our sin and pollution. Yes," the
blood of Christ cIeanseth from all sin." "Herein is 10ve; not that we
loved God, but that He loved us, and gave Himself for us, that we
might be heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ."
One of the speakers at the Conference said that Mr. Straton talked of
giving up these annual meetings. Let me offer my feeble petition that
he may continue them while health and strength remain. Is it not
necessary in these times of spiritual blindneRs to proclaim the Gospel in
every place?
I can only say in conclusion, Go on, Mr. EDITOR, in the good old
path, with God the Father as your Leader, God the Son as your
Redeemer, and God the Holy Spirit your Sanctifier, and you will ere
long reap your reward.
Yours in the love of pure Gospel truth,
A SEEKING ONE.
TO "J. P. C."
My DEA.R FRIEND IN JEsus,-I thank you for the kind letter and
poetry. I want to send you a few lines in answer, but seem to have
nothing bright to write about myself. But" why seek the living among
the dead?" and why look into my own heart to find that holiness which
I can find in Jesus only? I know that" in my flesh dwelleth no good
thing," and Jesus knows this, too; and yet I am oiten desponding and
ilTitable, because of the badness of my heart. When I first started on
the pilgrimage to the celestial city, I fondly hoped that by degrees the
evils of my nature would be subdued, and that 1 should grow more like
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the pure and loving Saviour, but I have lived to find out my mistake. If
growing sanctification is the mark of all God's children, I am sure that I
cannot be one of that number, for, instead of growing better, I seem to
get worse and worse-not wilh'ngly, for God knows that I would be holy
were it in my power; but I have no power to keep myself from sin, and
Jesus does not keep me from falling into the sins fwm which I so long
to be free. David said, "The Lord is thy Keeper;" and it does seem
so strange that I am allowed day after day to commit the sins from
which I have prayed to be delivered; strange that my Almighty Keeper
allows me so often to fall into the mire. Oh, surely freedom from sin
will be one ol the chief joys of heaven. There we shall be frea from
inbred corruption, and free from the dread tempter's power.
I sometimes wonder why my life has in it so little of earth's brightnes!:l.
I know that it is well ordered by my God, and that "all things artl
working together for my good," but there are often times when I am
ready to envy the happier children of the kingdom. I know in what I
am wrong. I want Christ Jesus for my portion, an(l some of the joys of
earth. I am not content with Christ only, and, till I am brought to find in
Him and in His company all my spirit wants, I cannot be at peace.
Pray for me if you can.
Trusting, sinful as I am, that we shall one day meet in the paradise of
ISA.
God, I remain, dear friend, over yours in Him,
"GO FORWARD."
(Ex OD. xiv. 15.)
ISRAEL, whom the Lord hath chosen,
Before you lies the land of promise,
Wrested from the tyrant's hand;
Though it cannot yet be seen;
Called to leave their chains of hondage, But every step you take towards it
Called to seek the promised land;
Makes the distance less between;
Scarce have started on their journey, Then keep your face bent on it firmly,
Ere the way seems hard to find,
Though you do not travel fast;
For the sea spreads out before them
Look not back,':' but still "go forWhilst the foe rides on behind.
ward,"
God will bring you thero at last!
But the Lord looks down upon them
With His tender, pitying eye;
You will meet with hosts of dangers
He knows their weakness, sees their
Ere the wilderness be crossed;
danger,
Satan will assail you fiercelyHears their bitter, mournful cry;
Tell yOIl, " YOIl will yet be lost! "
And He sends them words of comfort; Fatigued and faint by constant
Words to cheer them, words to
marching,
guideThirsting o'er a bitter cup,
" Tell the children," says the message, You must still" go forward" boldly,
" To ' go forward,' I'll,provide ! "
God will never give you up !
Christian, does your way seem dreary?
Has your courage almost fled?
Is there no life within to cheer you?
Does your heart feel cold and dead?
Has your faith, once firm, grown
weaker?
Have you no delight in prayer?
Still the message says, "Go forward,"
God will every step prepare!
Halfield.
* Gen. xi.x 26.

Be not disheartened at your failures,
Nor because the past was daI'k,
But lilce St. Paul,t leave all behind
you,
And press on towaI'd the mark;
You aro called, or else why started?
Nothing now is asked of you
Blit simply, trusting, to" go forward,"
God l1imself the rest will do !
W. HILL.

t Phil jii 13, H.

