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HELPS FOR THE HALTING.
IN the course of a recent leading article we spoke of incidents of
daily life as so often furnishing a key to the Lord's dealings
with His people. The morning post had brought among its letters
one from a deeply-exercised soul, in which she says, "The last ten
lines of page 130 of your present month's (March) Magazine have
served much to depress me, because I have no 'seasons to revert
to,' which the Lord in times past has been pleased to indulge me
with, for I have always walked in darkness, have never had
pardon sealed, and been able to say, 'My Lord and my God,'
and that for sixty years. There must be something wrong, and
I don't know where it is. I think I do pant after the Lm'cl, and
that is all I can say. Zechariah xiii. 9, is the only text that
seemed to yield me the least hope in my sickness. Oh, I hope
my sun won't go down in darkness! "
The receipt of this letter from so aged a pilgrim (whom we
personally met some thirty years ago) at once threw us into soul·
travail on her behalf; and gladly would we have immediately
taken up the pen in order to reply to her mourning epistle, but
for other engagements. However, afterwards, as we entered our
school upon our morning visit, one of the teachers had just laid two
or three stripes upon a boy's hand. The use of the cane we always
discourage to the utmost extent. What we witnessed was merely
momentary. It was too late for us to interfere, to ask particulars, as
occasionally we do, and sue for forgiveness for the little offender.
He was in the act of returning to his class at the moment of our
entering the school. The look and b::ars of the boy, however,
went to the very core of one's heart. It was with difficulty we
could suppl;ess our own tears j and instantly the question presented
itself, "·What! shall I, a poor sinful mortal, feel like this, through
a mere passing glance at this scene, and the Lord, who instilled
these feelings, be indifferent to the sighs and cries, the tears and
importunities, of such of His anxious, sin-burdened, and sorrowful
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ones as she from whom I have this day heard? Impossible! It
is. utterly out of the question that the Lord, who alone can givo
a real sight of self, a knowledge of sin, a.nd anxiety and anguish
on account of it, should, after all, be regardless of, indifferent to,
or reject the very spirit, tone, and operation of which He, and
He alone, has been the Author and the Begetter. I maintain
tllat such a state of things is absolutely impossible! It can never
be! The Lord must and will respect and regard and ratify His
own work; for'it is the work of the Holy Ghost, and His only,
to convince of sin, to infuse penitential grief, and to allure to th~
footstool of mercy the subjects of His quickening and almighty
powor."
In addition to these reflections, which were suggested by the
incident to which we have alluded, came the arguments of the
Apostle, as presented in the twelfth chapter of Hebrews: " Ye
have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto
childl'en, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord,
nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him: for whom the Lord
loreth He chasteneth, and scourgeth ereJ'y son whom He receiveth."
There is no petulancy or ill-temper in regard to tlw Lord's
chastisements; but all He does is in wisdom, love, and mercy.
And now a word or two as to the case of our aged, anxious,
and afflicted sister. We shall take up her case as the Lord the
Spirit may'enable us, believing it to be only one of many; and
we shall do so with the hope that what He may be pleased to
give us to say may prove "a word in season" to olhers of His
sorely-tried amt anxious ones, as well as to the aged sister in
question. The Lord in mercy grant it, for a precious Ohrist's sake.
Our correspondent says: "Oh, dear friend, what I have gone
through of distress of body, and, what is worse, distress of soul,
I could not describe! Just kept from black despair, and that is
all I can say." Again, as we have already quoted, she says:
"I have always walked in darkness, have never had pardon
sealed, nor been able to say, 'My Lord and my God,' and that
for sixty years."
1. " Walking in darkness." Then you are not dead: if so, there
would be neither -will nor power to walk. "A liviJl'] dog," says
the wise man, "is better than a dead lion." That yours is by no
means a strange or untrodden path, and that yon are not the
first that has been called to "walk in darkness," is clear from
one Scripture alone: "Who is among you that feareth the Lord,
that obeyeth the voice of His Servant, that walketh in darkness,
and hath no light? let him tntst in the name of the Lord,
and stay upon his God" (Isa. 1. 10). Did time and space allow,
we would gladly seek to analyze this precious passage, and endeavour to prove thf1t our aged and 'anxious sister has all the
marks and characteristics therein given.
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2. You say you "have no seasons to revert to, which the Lord
in times past has been pleased to indulge you with." Upon the
one occasion of our meeting (some thirty years ago, just now
referred to), did you not tell us that your first religious impressions were awakened in consequence of reading a little work,
entitled, "A Ohild's Memorial; or, The History of DINAR
DOUDNEY"? the very same book which, under God, begfLt
similar concern iu our own mind, as a boy of seven or eight
years of age. Now, as a set-off against that "death in trespasses
and sins" of which we just now spoke, were those early impressions
nothing? Hare tlwy ceased from that day to tMs? And yet are
there not multitudes by whom you are surrounded who have no
such anxiety or concern? In the face, tberefore, of this fact,
can you say you "have no seasons to revert to"?
3. You say you "have never had pardon sealed, nor been
able to say, 'My Lord and my God,' aud that for sixty years."
Such was precisely the case with our dear father, and that for
very nearly the same period, and yet we never knew him
other than an intensely-earnest aud ardently-seeking soul. It
is nearly or quite s::s.ty years ago that we heard him say he
had met with a minister whom he had frequently heard preach.
Upon that miuister inquiring about his health spiritually, after a
somewhat lengthened interval, our father's reply was such as to
lead the minister to exclaim, "What! still at the pool of
Bethesda?" "Yes," was the reply, "or you would have hearcl
of it."
Shortly after our aged and anxions correspondent's letter
came to h::md, we casually turned to our comments upon
his remo,al, written in February, 1834. Here it is. Speaking
of the house of mourning, at which wo had just arrived, after
travelling all night from London in one of the old stage-coaches,
we say:All were sweetly supported by the conviction that my dear
father was relieved from all suffering :,md pain, of which he had
so many years been the subject, and that he had now entered
upon his eternal rest. He had said in the closing days but little,
but that little was truly satisfact.ory. He expressed his sole dependence as being upon the perfect and finished work of Jesus, and a
humble confidence in Him. The day before he died, in answer to·
my sister's inquiry as to the state of his mind in the prospect of
eternity, he said, "All is quiet!" To a friend he said, a day or
two before, "I am on the right Foundation!" To another, in answer
to his inquiry as to how he felt, "Oh,"said he, "it is all right!"
and to my brother he said, the last ev-ening of his life, "If I should
not be here to-morrow, I shall be free from all care!" Yes, and he
was! In the morning, just before eight o'clock, he having much more
strength than usual, expressed. a wish to get up, saying he thought
he should be better then. But a great change was apparent. His
c c 2
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breathing was much more difficult. The friends assembled round his
bed-he endeavoured to speak, but could not. Soon after, he turned
111lnself round upon his side, directed a glance upwards, with a sweet
calmness and composure upon his countenance, and, waving llis hand,
yielded up his life without a struggle or a groan.~·'

Such was the closing scene with our dear father, who to ourselves had not long before expressed the very deepest anxiety in
prospect of the closing up of his earthly career. Prior to that
he had been deeply affected in the house of God, upon one
occasion, when the annexed verse was being sung"Soon shall I pass the gloomy vale,
Soon all my mortal powers must fail;
Oh, may my last expiring breath
His loving-kindness sing in death!"

4. Our correspondent, in commentin~ upon her case, says, "There
must be 'something wrong,' and I don't know where it is."
Well, admitted that there is "something wrong," and we believe
that such was the fact in our dear father's case; but observe, that
"something wrong" was very, very different to what either the
one or the other might imagine. Now, with respect to our beloved
father, we believe that the "wrong" consisted in this: inasmuch
as he had heard and read of marked, signa], mast gracious
deliverances being granted, which, for the time being, left no
room for doubt or question as to their genuineness and reality, so
he expected and looked for deliverance from bondage and captivity
under the law in the self-same way. Although unaware of it, he
was thus dictating to the Lord as to what course He should pursue.
Possibly our aged friend, although most unwittingly, may be
acting in like manlier, and in this consists the "something
wrong."
5. Now, so far from the Lord allowing Himself to be dictated
to, do we not almost invariably find, both in the Word of God
and in the experience of His dear children, that He pursues u.
course .quite contrary to their thoughts or expectations?
6. We have now to touch upon a very tender and delicate
point in regard to the matter of salvation, and we pray our God
that He will give us wisdom in attempting so to do, so that
we may be led to write in a way neither to be misunderEtood, nor so abused or misinterpreted as to lead to the injury,
rather than the benefit, of any poor sinner. Now, surely every
I'eHecting reader will admit that pardon is the quintessence of the
Gospel, as far as its very nature and benefits are concerned; and
J)arclon is the great theme and all~engrossing object with every
Spirit-quickened and law-condemned soul. Notwithstanding such
being the case, however, it is a fact worthy of special note
* "Retracings and Renewings; er, Gleanings from a Journal lxtending oyer
near1y lIalf-a-clutury," page 65.
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that the word pardon occurs even less than twenty times throughout th6 sacred Word. Now, what are we to understand by this
fact? vVhy, we consider this: that, although the word itself
occurs so very rarely and unfrequently, yet its substance and
nature are involved and embodied, implied and intended, by scores
of other word8, connected as they are with numberless facts and
incidents, as presented in the vVord of the living God. Take,
for example, as one solitary illustration, the mlling of His disciples
by Jesus. Pid they pass through the routine or ordeal of what
is called a law-work.2 and yet can we suppose for a moment that
each and all of the disciples (with the exception of Judas) was
not a quickened, a pardoned, and an accepted sinner? Now, we
might bring the same thought to bear upon numberless cases as
presented in the sacred Word, did time and space permit; but
we forbear. Our object is simply to show that, wbilst many a
poor soul is kept in bondage, and is the subject of dark fears
and gloomy apprehensions because, like our aged and anxious
conespondent, they cannot realize "pardon sealed," forgiveness
never having been expressed in so many words, that, nevertheless, they are the subjects of a full and free forgiveness, and are
in very deed the adopted sons and daughters of the Lord God
Almighty.
7. In further illustration of this momentous subject, let us look
at the word "forgiveness." It occurs as "forgive," "forgiven,"
or "forgiveness," about one hundred times in the Bible. Now,
looking at the subject in the light in which we have already
presented it, we should imagine that a matter of such grave
ir.u.portance would be enforced by five or ten times the number'
in which the word really occurs. But, if considered as implied
and intended by simple facts, the non-occurrence of the word
more frequently is at once explained. Take, as a further example,
the story of the prodigal son. The words" pardon" or "forgive"
are not once named throughout that most touching and instructive story; yet, would any for a moment dispute the fact that
the poor runaway was in very deed "pard':med," "forgi,en"?
It is understood-it is involved in the history as a reality.
8. In like manner we contend that many a dear child of God
is safe, although such an one is more or less harassecl from day
to day as to the genuineness of grace in his heart, or as to his
having been really ~ccepted or adopted of the Lord, because the
word" pardon" or "forgiveness" has not plainly and emphatically been spoken or applied to him. In common with thousands
of fellow-travellers, he may not be able to speak of the day,
the event, the sermon in connection with which his eyes were
opened, his heart affected, and the cry, "God be merciful to
me a sinner!" first escaped his lips; and yet mch an one has
undergone the marvellous transition from darkness to light, and
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from the power of sin and Satan unto God!
"How shall I
know it?" say suoh. By the very words of Jesus: "By their
fruits shall ye know them." "What fruits does such a sinful
worm as I bear?" says the poor trembling soul.
"vVhat fruits?
Why, t)le l'iohest, sweetest, most acoeptable to the Lord." " What
I? " "Yes, you!" "JJIe ! Wherein? " "As the hart panteth
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thefl, 0 God.
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I
come and appear before God?" "Sirs, we would see Jesus."
"Sir, if Thou have borne Him hence, tell me where Thou hast
laid Him, and I will take Him away!' "If I may but touoh
the hem of His garment, I shall be whole."
"Tell me, 0
Thou whom my soul loveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou
makest Thy flock to rest at noon." "Saw ye Him whom my
--soul loveth?"
"What! are these fruits? these simple desires--these soulcravings-these heart-breathings?" "Yes, these are fruits-precious fruits-the blessed effects of a Spirit-implanted and a
Spirit-maintained life! These fruits are no shams-no mere pre-tensions-no hypooritical servioes, limited to or influenced by
_Lental observances, fasts, frequent sacramental oelebrations, midnight or mid-day reso.rting to the sanctuary, there by promises,
prostrations, and penances, seeking to appease the acousations of
·consuience, and satisfy divine justice. All this is of the oreature;
it is "sowing to the flesh, and of the flesh [sooner or later] must
Teap oorruption." These fasts, (apparently) flesh-mortifying practices, partake not in the leastwise of that inwrought, spiritual,
supernatural work of the Holy Ghost in the inner man that
manifests itself in heart-sighs, heart-groans, heart-lispings, heartlongings, heart-tears, heart-entreaties, heart-beseechings, which the
Lord, and the Lord alone, is privy to and aoquainted with.
Ah! dear reader, what a mercy is that teaohing-that Fatherly
discipline-those means, however painful, mortifying, or acute,
according to our poor fleshly estimate-if so be they are but
instrumental in opening OUT eyes unto, and keeping before us
perpetually, the creature delusions, fleshly infatuations, and dangerous dilemmas, so rife in the day in which we live, and which,
in connertion with the various systems and shades of "willworship," are leading headlong to destruction thousands upon
tJ.ousands of ignorant, unsuspeoting beings. Better far be in the
depths of soul-anxiety and anguish than thus led oaptive by
Satan, "transformed into an angel of light.»
9. To return, however, to our oorrespondent's case. She mourns
because she has not, as she imagines, had special application;
but what, we would ask, was that but speoial applioation where
she speaks of "Zechariah xiii. 9, as the only text that seemed to
yield her the least hope in her sickness.» "Only text" ! - ",Vhy,

...
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beloved, what can you want more? Oh, consider the sweetness, the
fulness, the unspeakable blessedness that is contained in this most
precious portion: "And I will bring the third part through the
fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as
gold is tried: they shall call on IvIy name, and I will hear them:
I will say, It is My people: and they shall say, The Lord is
my God." Do contemplate, beloved, the great "I" and the
How all is taken
" wills" and the "shalls" in the passage.
out of the hand of the creature, and how the Lord reserves to
Himself the accomplishment of His own work! With respect to
the refining process here spoken of, we cannot forbear mentioning a fact to which we listened at our annual missionary meeting
at St. Luke's, just after your letter arrived. One of the speakers
(a former missionary in India) said that he was once deeply
impressed with a sight he witnessed in some large refining establishment. It was the breaking up the refining pots, the sweeping
of the chimneys and the floors, and submitting the broken shreds,
the soot, and the dust afresh to the severcst fiery ordeal, in
order that not the veriest grain of the precious metal should
be lost. Moreover, he stated that the result of tLis fresh test in
quest of the gold proved sufficient to meet the current expenses
of the whole establishment. Now, what light, beloved, does such an
ordeal throw upon the conduct of Him who "sits as a Refiner
and Purifier of silver;" and why? That" He may purify the
sons of Levi, and purg-e them as gold and silver, that they
may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness."
10. How vain it is to suppose that those who have had. the
"special applications" or the very "definite assurances" which our
correspondent. so earnestly craves, are so far stLtisfied therewith,
or realize such a confidence or unshaken dependence or blessed
establishment, as never to be the subjects of doubts or fears about
the matter! So far from this being the case, those who have
had the clearest and most undoubted evidence of their call by
grace, their adoption, and their full and free pardon and acquittal,
are sure to be subjected afterwards to the severest ordeal and
most critical and trying tests, under which their faith falters,
their assurance (for the time being) is lost, and, but for divine
keeping, their little gleam of hope would finally and for ever
vanish.
As to walking in the perpetual sunshine, or in the constant
happy realization of the most glorious of deliverances and fue
most blessed of assurances, it is utterly out of the question. Who
had a more conclusive and unquestionable manifestation than
the patriarch? but, after the Bethel- betrothal, had J acob no
doubts, no darkness, no dejection, no dread that all had been
a delusion? Let facts answer the question. Let the "All these
things are against me" of J acob stand over against the "I
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am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou
goest," of J acob's covenant God!
. We are quite aware, by the arguments we have used, we lay
ourselves open to the charge of not taking sufficiently high
ground-that what we have advanced is cahmlated to render
doubting and fearing readers satisfied with their low and helpless condition. God is our Witness that such is furthest from
our thoughts, and that we have no such wish. Our desire, on
the contrary, is to prove what the Lord has done, and to be
the humble instrument in His hands of leading such to "thank
God and to take courage."
The Lord's dear people are called to "walk by faith, and not
by sight." Sight has to do with the fleshly and the tangible;
on the contrary, faith has to do with the unseen and the
eternal ! We understand but "part of His ways," and how
small a part that is! When we least suspect the Lord to be at
work, there, by comparison-if we may compare in regard to the
Lord's work-the sequel proves His mighty arm was outstretched,
and He was "working wondrously" where and when we least
. imagined such to be the case.
Moreover, the Lord well knows that, unless special grace were
given, and counteracting influences and operations brought to
bear, were He to give that full discharge and that freedom and
libflrty which are so commonly craved at His hand, that very
deliverance might become, ere the subject of it was aware, a
snare. The deliverance would be substituted for the Deliverer!
The reader would do well carefully to consider the practical
instruction· given in regard to Peter, in the sixteenth of Matthew.
Let the circumstances be well weighed: the Lord's recognition of
Peter's faith, "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in
heaven." Then observe the contrast, in answer to the Apostle's
fleshly dictatorial "Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall not
be unto Thee;" "Get thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an offen~
unto Me; for thou savourest not the things that be of God,
but those that be of men." So much for Peter, in and of himself considered. A sorry rock to build upon, forsooth! The
Church of Rome may have it, if she chooses; but we must have
that Rock (Christ Himself!) upon which to build our hopes for
eternity, and "against which [blessed be God!J the gates of
hell shall never prevail."
But to return. How many who once could give the clearest
testimony as to adoption, and full and free forgiveness, have
made a Christ of that very mercy! Thrown off their guardentrapped by the great enemy by one or other of the thousand
artifices he employs--how have such, by a vain confidence, by
pride in spiritual knowledge and attainments, through want of
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a deeper insight into their own hearts and a becoming sense
of their ever-constant liability to turn aside to the right hand
or to the left-how many such, we say, have subjected themselv6S to that bitter reproach: "My people have committed two
evils; they have forsaken Me, the :Fountain of living waters, and
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no
water" (Jer. ii. 13).
Again, with respect to that full and free deliverance which
our aged correspondent has so long and so anxiously craved, she
will do well to remember the words of the blessed HART, than
whom no man since the days of the apostles was better or more
deeply instructed in experimental truth. Said he" Their pardon some receive at first,
And after, called to fight,
They find their latter stages worst,
And travel mnch by night."

We are sure that such is the case. Those whose deliverance
was most marked and conclusive have had, afterwards, some of
the bitterest trials, acutest sorrows, most agonizing afflictions to
encounter. We are persuaded that, by comparison, none have to
the same extent been called so painfully and so distressingly as
themselves to know what the Apostle Peter means by his" Beloved,
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you; but
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Ohrist's sufferings; that,
when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy" (1 Peter iv. 12, 13).
Ah! reader, that "fiery trial," those "strange things," who
can describe them? who imagine them? Oh, the depths-the
depthS-down into which some of tl,le Lord's beloved ones have
to pass, in order to know somewhat of the" mystery of iniquity,"
and the matchlessness and the boundlessness and the infinitude
of mercy!
"Shaken over hell!" is no extravagant utterance from some
of those to whom the Lord sees fit to say, "Turn about, 0
son of man, and thou shalt see greater abominations than these."
But, as expressed in our last, we are most thoroughly convinced
that it is only in the light of eternity that the Lord's dear people
will discover from what they have been rescued and saved in
t:me ! Ah! then, and not until then, win they see how the low
state and condition, either mentally, physically, or circumstantially,
contributed, in the Lord's own wonder-working'way, tlj keep them
back from sinning against Him. Then will they discover how a
felt helplessness and a deep and continued sense of sinfulness were
made, instrumentally, preservatives from presumption.
Ah! little-little indeed-do even the deepest taught, and the
longest and most sorely tried and exercised, know how soon,
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and in the least suspeoted way, they may be enthralled---oaptivated-ensnared! If the great Apostlo of the Gentiles needed
".a thorn in the flesh" to keep him humble and dependent,
surely no poor sinner-however well taught he may be of
the Lord -oan be in a position to be exempt from trial or temptation of some sort, to keep him in a safe position, whioh is
under an ever-oonstant and most abiding sense of his momentary
need of divine guidanoe and guardianship. The plains of ease
are the most dangerous of all plaoes. Ah! how little did David
imagine what- would come of his "tarrying still at Jerusalem,"
rather than going out to war as at other times! (Sse 2 Sam. xi.:)
Better had he returned from the battle-field with bleeding wounds,
than be compelled to go limping with broken bones to the grave,
through falling a prey to his own lusts.
"Ve are more than ever oonvinoed that the Lord's dear ohildren
have but the most imperfeot oonoeption of the snares and entrapments from whioh they are instrumentally preserved by means of
weight, carA, perplexity of some sort, through and by whioh they
are kept, of neoessity, looking to and leaning upon the Lord.
Sure we are that, as we lately expressed it, it is only in the light
of eternity they will disoover the absolute and indispensable
., needs-be" for eV8ry trouble and sorrow, temptation and trial,
in their time~state. Personally we feel we can never quote nor
listen to those preoious lines too often"When this passing world is done,
When has sunk yon glaring .aun,
'When we stand with Christ in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story,
Then, Lord, shall I fully know,
Not till then, how much I owe."

In contrast to the previous incaution and self-sutlioienoy whioh
possessed the mind of the Psalmist, how striking his language,
when he said to Abigail, "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
whioh sent thee this day to meet me: and blessed be thy advioe,
und blessed be thou, whioh hast kept me this day from coming
to shed blood, and from avenging myself with mine own hand"
(1 Sam. xxv. 32, 33). Moreover, what a very different spirit to
that haughtiness and pride was instrumentally begotten in David
by Saul's perverseness and plotting against him! How lowly his
views of himself then, and how fervent his appeals to and simple
trust in the Lord!
Thus we see the benefit of trial and affiiotion, as applied, by the
Lord, and regulated and controlled by His infinite wisdom, love,
and power. Oh, dear reader, how more than ever convinoed are
we of the absolute need of the every trial and temptation, care and
anxiety, with whioh the Lord allows His dear people to be exeroised.
It is instrumentally by these, and these alone, they are kept in
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their right place. He loves them so well that, but for sheer
necessity, He would not lay a feather's weight upon them. vVe
can truly say that, the longer we live, the more clearly do we
discover that every crook and every cross in the little journey
of life has been absolutely indispensable.
11. Our aged correspondent says, "Oh, I hope my sun won't go
down in darkness!" N ever, never, beloved! Your case reminds
us of an old reader of this Magazine. Throughout her lengthened
pilgrimag&, she for the most part "walked in darkness, and had
no light," or bright shining. She had light enough to discover
her darkness, and that was no small mercy. The substance of
her letter was, "How will it be with me in the swellings of
Jordan?" However, when she came to her end, her testimony
was, that she had lived to prove the truth of the promise, and
the faithfulness of the Great Promiser, "At evening-tide it shall
be light."
Lastly, our sister adds, "May the Lord put me to rights: He
only can." And what does such a statement as this convey but
a se)1se of helplessness, a rea,lization of pauperism, a conviction
of the indispensable need of divine light, love, and power, which
the Lord the Spirit alone can bestow, and in connection with
which He invariably, in His own time and way, gives the every
needed covenant blessing? In other words, in due time He
enables all suph felt poor and needy ones to exclaim, "The Lord
liveth; and blessed be my Rock: and let the God of my salvation
be exalted."
St. Luke's, Bedmillster, June 5th, 1880.
THE EDITOR.

WAI'J'ING AND WATCHING.
" Wait on the L01'd; be of good cO~Lrage, and He shall st1'engthen thine he(~rt;
'wait, I say, on the L01,d."-PSALM xxvii. 14.
I want to prove the Word,
OH, give me grace, my Lord,
It faithful find;
'I'o wait on Thee
I want to know the Lord
With child-like confidence,
A Father kind;
And patiently
I want to be confirmed
To watch Thy mighty hand
In Thy dear loveTill I behold
To prove within me dwells
The sealed plans of love
The Holy Dove.
For me unfold.
:My Lord, forgive these doubtsOh, speak Than to me, Lord!
Oh, do not chide
,
Thy" Peace, be still!"
Thy weary, tempted one'Votild calm this wild suspense,
No longer hide;
.
This restless will.
Fulfil 'the written WordThen, conquered, at Thy feet
Appear for me ;
My heart would lie,
So shall I find it good
Assured Thou'lt grant no ill,
To wait on Thee.
No good (leny.
ISA.
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:MOUNT AIN TREADINGS AND :MEROY FLOWINGS.

" Walking in the fea?' of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost."
-ACTS ix. 3I.
UPHILL work, upheld still, up yonder nearing-this, dear fellow pilgrim,
is our pace, peace, and prospect, is it not 1 It may be a course
of trial and severe discipline, but, with it all, it is not a course
downward, but upward and heavenward" Heavenward our path still goes;
Sojourners on earth we wander,
Till we reach our blest repose
In the land of promise yonder."

Well, till that happy time, and while still sl)journers here, let us
tell of Jesus. Let us communicate to the family of God those
things which from day to day we taste and handle of the ,Yord of
life; and the portion which we have been drawn to describes the
very condition we desire to be found in, namely, "walking in the
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost." Precious
walking this! Oh, to realize it more and more!
W ell, fellow pilgrim, let us now have a chat together by the way,
for there are many things in these "molmtain treadings and mercy
flowings" which bring out the Lord's goodness to us, and may tend
to cheer us onward in the thorny, yet triumphant pathway to the
heavenly home; and the first thing we may notice is thatThese" mountain t1"eadings" will be accompanied with much ~W1"faTe. Tbis
is certain, and we may depend upon it, those who think following
Ohrist will be like one plucking flowers and ba~king in sunshine
will find they are mistaken. Sunshine and smiles we shall have at
intervals, but the Ohristian's life is real, and, for the most part,
conflict and combat will mark the course; and this arises chiefly
from the sinful nature we have still within us. If it were a spotless nature, all would be peace and perfection, and the warfare
might be unknown; but it is far otherwise; and yet some dare to
'teach that we can, if we will, arrive at a state of purity and peace
this side of the grave.
By this morning's post a religious periodical of extensive circulation
has been sent to me, in which I open upon the following painful
exhibition of untruthfulness. The writer, arguing in favour of " Ohristian perfection," puts it in this light-or we might more correctly say,
plunges it into the following darkness. He asks, "Do I love God
above every earthly thing, and know by faith that I am His child 1
I do. 2. Would I exchange that knowledge for any earthly thing 1
No, a thousand times no! 3. Do I love justice and truth, and act
in accordance therewith 1 I do, for I read, 'Be ye doers of the ,V0rcl,
and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.' 4. Am I in love
and charity with my neighbour (in the fullest sense), and ready to
help the needy 1 I am. I think' it is more blessed to give than to
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receive.' 5. 'Would I harm or cause harm to an enemy ~ No j I would
obey the Apostle's injunction to 'let all bitterness, &c., be put away
from me.''' (Now mark the wriler's untruthful deduction from this
self-examination.) "Then," he adds, "wherein have I sinned this day ~
I do not know. I am tmconscious of having sinned. Why should I sin ~
I have no wish to do so, and I won't."* Can you, dear reader, say this:
"I am unconscious of having sinned to-day" ~ Can you go to Godthe pure and holy all-searching God-and say to Him, "God, I have
not sinned to-day in thought, word, or deed" ~ Can you go to the
spotless Saviour and say, "Lord Jesus, I have this day lived without
sin "~ Methinks His reply would be, "Then away with you! away
with you! I am of no service to such, for I came into the world not
to call the righteous, but sinners."
It is true that the children of God will most earnestly desire that
the Lord will enable them to walk as becometh those upon whom· His
name is called, and to be "followers of Christ as dear children, adorning
the doctrine of Christ in all things j" but, at the same time, they are
conscious of the truth of the beloved John's words, "If we say we
have no sin, we deceive ouriielves, and the truth is not in us." "Not
conscious of having sinned day after day." I tremble for the man who
takes such a presumptuous standing. How different is the experience
of many-for instance, an aged and matured Christian-one I have
just heard of as having been gathered to his eternal home. For forty
years he was a living epistle, and a recipient of divine grace, and yet
our informant tells us that "he never seemed to have been favoured
with full assurance." I would rather a thousand times over be in the
position of such a trembler, than I would be in the standing of the
one who is not conscious of being a sinner. 'Vhy, if we bring this
matter to the test, we shall find how false is the position. Take,
for instance, such times as the following-the time of prosperity and
adversity j of preaching and praying j of conduct and conversation.
In the time oj prosperity, can we S:Ly that we use all the blessings
God gives us without a worldly spirit, or a thought of self-gratification ~
Can we devote all to the Lord ~ Look what Moses had to say to the
children of Israel when they should be brought into prosperous circumstances, and have "houses full of all good things, wells digged which
they digged not, vineyards and olive trees planted which they planted
not j" he adds, "When thou hast eaten and art full, then beware lest
thou forget the Lord thy God." He knew that such a state was likely,
through the treachery of the human heart, to engender such a departure. Is not this sinning ~
Or, again, in the time of ctdversity. Can we accept all adverse circumstances without repining, and without one word of rebellion ~ Could
Job? No:" God," he cries, "hath delivered me to the ungodly, and
turned me over into the hands of the wicked j" and he was permitted
to open his mouth and "cw'se his day." Do we think, if brought into
similar extremities, we could accept all without a murmur, and placidly
endure all, free from the sin of rebellion and repining ~ Verily not.
Or, to take the preacher of the Gospel, can he declare the Gospel of
.,. What c(msummat~ ignorance of tl:e rature of sin, and the hapIJss and
helples3 condition d the sinne", ill her~ exhibited: !-ED.
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the grace of God, and become successful in his ministrations, without
a particle of self-pride-no thought of "How well I have done this
and the other"1 Impossible! The minister of the Gospel who lives
nearest to God is still mortal, and, in the secrets of his heart, just
like any other man.
Or, again', in onr prayers. Is there no such a thing as sin being
mixed with our most holy things 1 I am sure pride of heart can be
readily traced in the public prayers of many of the preachers of the
day j and, to my mind, there is nothing more obnoxious than the
display of eloquence as before God. Highly-seasoned flowings of
intellect with a mock assumption of humility are common enough, when,
in reality, all is from pride of heart. Such prayers are crammed full
of "dead flies," and must be hateful to God, and loathsome to His
Spirit-taught people. But, reader, in our privat.e or public prayers, is
there no taint of sin, no unmeaning expressions used 1 no such 11
thing as words uttered and the heart wandering to worldly things ~
The same also with regard to chct1'acter and conversation. Is the
character perfectly spotless ~ Moral integrity with our fellow.men there
may be, and that too of the highest order j yet, in the sunlight of a
holy God, is there no secret stain, no tarnish of any kind 1 We fear
such a scrutiny would condemn us. So also with our conversation.
Oh, the oft poverty of such! Lips sealed and hearts steeled j no
Ohrist, no talk of Jesus j full of the little things of the world,
instead of the great things of eternity. And oh, what a lack often
of true fellowship among Ohristians! Such coolness, such backbiting,
such .want of union with those who anticipate living together for
ever III glory!
vVell, put these things together, and a thousand more, and say,
reader, are you, like the one referred to, unconscious of having
sinned through the day 1 If you can say so, you are far beyond
the writer j and you are the subject of an aerial flight he has not
att~tined to; and we must say, take heed that your fall thereby is
not great and severe. It would, however, do you good, as it does
us all good to be shown our weakness and insufficiency, and entire
dependence upon the upholding power of our God. A self-sufficient
man needs not a Saviour j a sinner like you and I, dear reader,
in our felt need, want and shall have Him who is the Saviour of
sinners, and an all-sufficient one too. So then the matter resolves
itself into this-the man who is aiming at creature perfection knows
nothing of the plague of his own heart, while the man who states
he has arrived at such a standing is false to himself, for he must
know that his declarati':lll that he sins not is a terri~le lie. The
bottom of it all, therefore, is the work of Satan, the father of lies.
He it is who is lulling the soul into a false pe-ace, and satisfying
the creature with his supposed uprightness.
"It is ours, dear reader, in our "mountain treac1ings," to know much
of the warfare which arises from the old nature within us warring
against the new j nor need we at all be discouraged that it is so.
It is a proof of our sonship. See what dear J oseph Irons says to
the point. The hymn is so experimentally true that we must be
allowed to quote it in. its-entirety.. He writes-

:.

.-,

Tlte Gospel M agazme.

\

"Whlt means this conflict in my heart,
In which both grace and sin take
part?
Both seem resolved in me to reign,
And thus a daily war maintain.
"Grace bids me seek the Lord by
prayer;
Sin almost drives me to despair;
Grace bids me rise by heavenly birth;
Sin drags me downward to the earth.
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" Grace makes me love the saints of
God,
His house, His service, and Hig
Word'
But sin in ~very place has tried
To turn my wandering steps aside.
"Grace gives medrops of heavenly joys,
Bu~ sin my happiness annoys;
Sin is resolved to hold me fast,
But grace shall conquer sin at last."

And such exercises of soul were not because the writer was liring
in sin-far, very far from it. vVe happen to know personally much
about the private life of that dear man of God, and we unhesitatingly
affirm it would compare with any of the so-called Perfectionists; but
yet the dear man, knowing the treachery of the human heart, as we
do, felt within the movings and motions of sin, which brought him
ever to the felt acknowledgment of being a sinner in the sight of a
righteous and holy God.
But, again, our "mountain treadings" will be accompanied with 1)W/PI
tremblings. Our passage has it, "'IValking in the fear of the Lord."
This expression is often used in the Scriptures, but I do not think, in
cOllnqction with the experience of the children of God, that it implies
ten'or or clreacl. They are afraid of themseh-es, but not of their God.
Rather is there conveye~l by it the feeling of veneration, submission,
love, and worship.
Veneration. Yes, it is with profound reverence the child of God
will ever approach the throne of grace, and recognize the character
and majesty of his Goel. "The fool hath said in his heart, There is
no God." How solemnly true at this time, when a professed atheist
is returned as a J\'1ember of Parliament-a man who openly declares
that the word" God J, is a sound con \reying to him no clear or definite
meaning, and he can recognize no attributes but those that are human!
'What a terrible blot upon the escutcheon of England ifsuch a man
is allowed to take his seat in the House of Commons! Strongly, most
strongly, do we feel upon the subject, and so surely must every
Christian who venerates his God, and feels with us that"Learning and wit may cease their strife
When mimcles with glory shine;
The voice that calls the dead to life
Must be almighty and divine."

But, again, such fear broathes submission-obedience to His divine
will. Forcibly do those words come before us: "Nay, but, 0 man,
,yho art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say
to Him that formed it, Why hast Thou made me thus?" Verily it i.;
ours to b3lieve His testimony, and to be submissive to His will, and
that too when there may be things hard to understand, or even difficult
for flesh and blood to bear.
But, again, a filial fear of God is indicative of love. Do we not,
dear reader, find ourselves often saying, "Oh, precious Jesus, I do
want Thee near! I cannot live without Thine endeared presence. I
sigh for some fresh communications of Thy grace and favour"? Why

00

The Gospel Magazine.

all these desires ~ Oh, such are the outbursts of a love to Jesus;
such are precious evidences that we can appeal to Him and say, "Lord,
Thou knowest all things: Thou knowest that I love Thee."
Then, as we said, in this filial fear of God there is conveyed the
thought of 11:ol'ship. "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul," is our constant
<:-ry. Angels praise Him, and so do we j but it is reserved to the
<:-hild of God to bless Him, and we do bless Him.
Thus, then, do we see that walking in the fear of the Lord is not
walking in terror of Him as "a consuming fire," but it is walking in
veneration for Him as the eternal God, in submission to His divine
will, in love to our precious Redeemer, and in blessing and praising
His great name. Do you know a little, or not a little, about such
"mountain treadings," dear reader ~ vValking in discomfort with regard
to the world, but in comfort with regard to eternity ~ This is most
desirable, but, not often realized, and the cry goes forth, "Oh, that I
could get a moment with J esus-a litUe int,ercourse with Him-a sip
by the way!" But, alas! this tiresome, tiresome world drags me down,
absorbs the precious moments of the day, and is clamorous in its
requirements. There is no getting, apparently, out of it. The lot in
life is full of claims. It seems to take a man by the throat, and says,
" Pay me what, thou owest." vVell, be it so j still there is "the comfort
of the Holy Ghost," the" walking in the fear of the Lord "-a something secret which sweetens all, a hope beyond the grave, and the
pTospect of certain rest above.
But, furt,her, "mountain treadings" are accompanied with many tears
and temptcttions. Paul speaks of "serving the Lord wit,h all humilit,y
of mind, and wit,h many tears." He, as a minister of the Gospel, had
doubtless many occasions for tears-tears because of the ruthless unkindness of brethren j tears because of the rejection of his testimony;
tears because of his own felt infirmit,ies, and many other causes of
sorrow which the study of his life brings out. All ministers of the
Gospel, too, will have to drink into similar causes for sorrow.
But, in the more private walks in life-tears! 'Vho has not, in
visiting among the Lord's dear people, to say, " Ah! I found such an
one in tears" ~ Some heartfelt sorrow, some family trial, some close
home pang-perhaps concerning a child, a son, or a daughter, or some
clo~e tie.
The heart has been rent in bitter anguish.
Tears! Perhaps through pecuniary losses, which have produced fear.>
and forebodings as to what will become of the home, the standing in
life, the character. Things occur so contrary to what the anxiou'l
Christ,ian would have it, that he is pained and grieved at heart.
Tears, through probably the sickening st,at,e of the world, trickery
anCl. treachery abounding, where we might expect truthfulness allLl
fidelity. Not, one in a thousand seems faithful and true.
All thesJ
things crush the spirit and depress the heart.
Tears, through the st,ate of the professing Church, the bitterness
among Christians, the lack of the true spirit of Christ, or through
the terrible errors and false doctrines cropping up almost, every day,
till one cries with Jeremiah, "Oh, that my head were water~, and
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for
the slain of the daughter of my people!"
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And then, as well as tears, our "monntain t1'eadings" will be accompanied with temptations. These things then will make the Christian's
If I walk across the fields
walk a walk of fear and oft tremblings.
that surround our habitation, at our very footfall away will scamper
the trembling sheep. ·Why, we would not hurt a lock of their fleecy
coverings, but yet they are full of fears and tremblings. It will eyer
be so with Christ's sheep while they are in the wilderness; but no
fears and no tears in heaven, friend.
I~Tel1, well, let us turn from "molmtain treadings" to our "mercy
flowings ,o" }rom the shade to the sunshine, from the bitter to the
sweet: "Walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the
Holy Ghost."
Sweet word, that word "comfort"!
"Comfort ye,
"Speak to the heart to
co.:nfort ye My people, saith your God."
them." Then, Lord, Thou must speak -to ours, that we may pour
A few words, then,
out that which Thou art pleased to pour in.
about thes8 "mercy flowings."
It is written concerning the letter
sent by the apostles and elders to the brethren at Antioch, &c., that
"when they had read, they rejoiced for the consolation" (Acts xv. 31).
May you do so, dear reader, for heart comfort and soul joy is very
precious.
Now, these "mercy flowings" will be produced at a variety of times
a;::\d in a variety of ways, yet all by the power of the Holy Ghost.
lYe shan get a taste of such "mercy flowings"When the Spirit 1'eveals Christ to 1tS as Og)' Saviou1'.
Surely we
must ever look back upon the day of spiritual birth with deep
fedings of gratitude-the time of "first love," the time of warmth
and ardour for Christ and His people; when to creep into the company of saints was a fervent delight, and to sit under the faithful
ministry of the Gospel the greatest joy that could be realized.
We may have become scorched and
Memorable and happy time!
parched from the burden and heat of the day, but we cannot forget
the green blade of early love to Jesus.
,VeIl, our consolation is
that it is "first the blade, - then the ear, after that the full corn
in the ear. But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he
putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come."
Lord, prepare
us for that harvest! It may be that, with advancing years, there
is more of shade than sunshine, and only faint rays of celestial
warmth realized, so different with us in the green and glowing days of
early gracfl. Nevertheless, there is a solid growing, and a sweet resting
on the unchangeable purpose and love of om God; but we are satisfied
of this-whatever experiences we have in more matured life, we
can never, as we have said, forget the bright day~ of first love to
Jesus.
But, again, how precious is "the comfort of the Holy Ghost" when
He aSS1b1'es lIS ue (t1'e chosen of God! ·What a blessed "mercy flowing"
this is! Whatever people may say about the doctrine of election, I am
satisfied of this, that nothing is more calculated to give us a firm
hope and assurance of our eternal safety than a precious realization
of our adoption and election.
I am sure the Apostle knew this
when he urged Christians to "make their calling and election sure."
vVell may we, dear reader, cast a3ide all men-made arguments upon
DD
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the subject, all carnal sentiments and false opinions, and shelter ourselves under the Word of God, drawiug therefrom the Script.ural
eyidences which prove to us that we are chosen by the eternal Father,
redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus, and sanctified by the Holy
Spirit. Surely, then, if thus favoured, we see the force of our Lord's
assertion to Thomas that such are "blessed": "Thomas, because thou
hast seen Me thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen,
and yet have believed." \Vhat a mercy to be among the Lord's
"blessed" ones! This is the reason we are receiving the "mercy
flowings" refen:ed to. Judas (not Iscariot) said to our Lord when
on earth, "Lord, how is it that Thou wilt manife~t Thyself unto us,
Ah! why indeed! Just because they
and not unto the world ~"
were His chosen and blessed ones, as is eyery child of grace.
But, again, when the Holy /:3pi1'!t seals home pardon, 1chat a precious
"meny flowing" is this.'
There are some who tell us it is mere
fanaticism and presumption for a man to feel that his sins are
pardoned, and to assert his belief that he is safe for heayen. To all
such false objectors we can but use the \Yords of the Apostle, "But
this I confess unto thee, that after the ,,-ay which they call heresy,
so worship I the God of my fathcr3;" and one of the sourc'es of
Paul's adoration was, that "there is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus;" and this is a most desirable
assurance. I know many of the Lord's dear children earnestly desire
to attain to it,' but their sins, their sins, are ever rising to condemn
them, and the father of lies is ever raking them up, that their odonr
may stifle any little assurance gained.
Beloved, have you ever
pondered over thftt expre3sion ill Romans iii. 25: "For the 1'emission
of sins that are past"? \Yhy, the precious blood of J osus was shed
for them all, past, present, and future! Oh, friend, when the enemy
of thy comfort molests thee upon the point of thy past life, flash
in his face this gracious statement, that Christ shed His blood "for
the remission of sins that are past."
But, again, how sweet are "mercy flowings," in connection with
"the comfort of the Holy Ghost," lchen Je;;us calms the mjfed spirit
.amidst life's wild commotion." Who fills our hearts with gladness
That none C1.n t.ake away 1
Who shows us, 'midst our sadness,
The distant realms of day 1

'Mid fears of death assailing.
\\"ho stills the he'lrVs wild strife 1
'ris Christ, our aid unfaiiing,
The IVay, the Truth. the Life."

It is Jesus indeed who calms the soul, and stills the heart's wild
\Ve know
·strife. How many little things there are that irritate!
They are like so many
they ought not to do so, but they do.
little prickles exciting to active misery. The great thorn means torture;
its extraction is ft matter of deep moment. vVe shonld sink undc:r
the pain it gives unless the Lord's ordering is that it, shall not be
extracted, but grace given to bear it; but, apart from or added to
this, there are little prickles we have referred to which keep the
mind in a state of pertnrbation, and are anything but flesh-lJleasing.
Well, how sweet it is to hear the SlViour's voice, amidst all these
elements of commotion, crying, "Peace, be still!" and wu see Him
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rebuking the wild waves of care, and there becomes a gracious calm
of soul as we realize Him to be- the Prince and God of peace.
I am almost afraid to say it, lest I should be misunderstood; but
I certainly do find myself talking to my precious Saviour as familiarly
-nay, more so than I can to a friend, for I am often telling Him
heart things and heart thoughts that I cannot unbosom to such;
indeed, I feel Jesus knows more about me than any living being.
"Absurd," would say some. "What presumption!" Nay, far from
it. Presumption is a thing we abhor, and would not be guilty of
for a mom~nt. It is otherwise. vYe are telling of Jesus' goodness,
mercy, and love, in His marvellous condescension in permitting us to
hold converse with Him, and we will glorify His name for it. The
mind feels like a void unless He fills it up. The creature is as empty
as an empty pitcher unless He pours into the soul His grace flowings.
ThfJ heart by nature is as a barren heath; but" when He ploughs it
up, sows the seed of divine truth, then "the wilderness and the
solitary place is glad, and the desert does rejoice and blossom as the
rose." The old tenement of itself is often creaking, and giving signs
of decay; but, wllen the Shekinah comes, it is filled with His glory.
'Vho has not visited the cottage-or probably, mere hut home-of a
poor, yet rich saint, and found such uplifted to the position of a
prince with God, singing Jesus' praises and magnifying His holy
name 1 Indeed, we find more true religion in such a home than in
the habitations of those whose worldly l?osition is higher.
But, again, how precious are "mercy fiowings" when the Holy SpiTit
applies the s~litable portion to the felt need! Often the child of God
is, from surrounding circumstances, sad and desponding. N othin~ seems
to bring cheer with it, or raise the drooping one. Sucll, it may be,
will open the "'IVord of God with complete indifference; and yet,
although such is the case, the gracious Spirit stops the distressed one
at a certain portion of the vi,T ord, at the same time breaking the
alabaster box of ointment, and causing the perfume of divine truth to
flolV forth. Then how all is changed! The soul catches a spiritual
refreshing; the trial has melted like wax at the presence of the Lord.
Oh, fellow Christian, is it not true that sometimes we read a whole
chapter of the Bible, and, at the end of it, have not drank a sip of
divine comfort or soul profit 1 The thoughts all the while have been
far, far away, and we might as well have read a newspaper for the
good it has done us; but yet, for all this, there are "times of refreshing," times when..the ,Vord comes home with power, and this is when
the Holy Spirit prepares the heart to receive, and sheds His own
predous light upon, some particular portion, just fitting into the felt
need. Then how different is all ! Christ is revealed; depths are seen
in Him before unfathomed; joy springs up in the heart; other gifts
of the Holy Spirit abound. Oh, Lord, grant reader and \vriter more'
such seasons, that Thine own revelations of Christ may endear Him
more and more to us !
Then, again, when the Holy Spi1'it opens the month to testify of Jesus,
how preciolls are the "me1'cy flowings" from the fulness of Christ!
Such days are high days to the favoured saint of God. The writer
looks back upon such occ:\Sions, when he has been permitted to stand
D D 2

404

The Gospel Magazine.

up in the Master's name, gaining such unfoldings as the Spirit alone
can give; and against such days he has had to mark, "This has been
a golden day in one's experience." Nor will the testimony of Jesus
return unto Him void. It will carry with it a blessing from on high;
and the warm shake of the hand here, or the tearful eye yonder, or
the "God bless you!" of a third, all tell the tale that the Lord has
been at work amidst His awakened people, and has been honoured
and glorified thereby. To my mind, such labours are of tbe highest
order a poor mortal creature can be ealled to. To be used for Christ,
a vessel filled -with "mercy flowings" from the throne of grace, and
pouring out such flowings upon the garden of the Lord, witnessing the
plants. of His own right hand planting strengthened and refreshed
thereby, so that they bring forth" fruit unto God "-such, we repeat, is
an occupation not to be surpassed this side of heaven.
Furthermore, when the Holy Spirit draws into fellowship with the saints,
and [(ruches the hewd to tell of Jesus, how sweet are the" mercy flowings " !
One tells of His goodness and mercy by the way, recounting incidents
of a special character, tracing link interwoven with link in God's providence that have brought about marvellous results; then the other
runs over details of the past, tells of memorable deliverances, gracious
upliftings, divine support, which has left one a monument of mercy,
and so hearts glow together in warmth of love to. Jesus. Ah! this
seems such a rare thing now that, when the writer meets with a
kindred spirit, who can tell out the things he is experiencing, it quite
breaks him down, while the savour of such hallowed converse by the
way rests upon one's spirit for many a day.
Well, many other sources of joy constitute "mercy flowings" to the
children of God-indeed, we may say it is all mercy, for verily it
is " mercy jlowings" all a'ong the path1tay to the end. Indeed, looking
back upon our past life, beloved, what a record of God's mercy it
all is,' and how the tracing of the links in His providence brings
out His continued care for us and watchfulness over us, so that it
bas been all mercy, not merely from the new biJ:th, but from the
first birth-mercy all along the godless way, as well as the grace wayso that we can say, "Blessed be the Lord, who daily loade h us with
benefits, even the God of our salvation."
But, to draw to a close, what say you, dear reader, to these
"mountain treadings" and "mercy flowings" 1 With regard to the
former, we have seen how such treadings will be accompanied with
much warfare, arising from the sinful nature we still have within us;
with many tremblings, many tears, and many temptations. Then, with
regard to "mercy flowings," we have only been able to characterize a
few, for they are ever flowing throughout the Christian's pilgrimage.
We have seen how we get a taste of such "mercy flowings" when
the Holy Spirit reveals to us a precious Christ as our Saviour. Again,
when He assures us of our adoption, and our being chosen of God
from all eternity, as well as when He seals home a sense of pardoning
love and mercy. Then, as we advance in the Christian course, we have
marked hew "the comfort of the Holy Ghost" is realized in "mercy
flowings "when He calms the ruffled spirit amidst life's wild commotion;
when He applies the suitable portion of the Word to the felt need;
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when He opens the mouth to testify of Jesus; when He draws into
fellowship with the saints-indeed, we are lost in the tracing, for it
is all mercy, mercy, from first to last.
Such, then, is a little unfolding of what it is to "walk in the fear
of God, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost." Mark," the Holy Ghost "a Person; not a mere influence or emanation, but a Person. He is here,
in the midst of the Ohurch of God. He is within the soul of the
believer, which is "the temple of the Holy Ghost." Doubtless you have
seen the forge of those words in the sixty-eighth Psalm, telling us how
J eSl1S has" ascended on high, led captivity captive, received gitts for
men; yea, for the rebellious also, [mark] th:'.t the Lord God might dwell
among them." Here is the Holy Ghost emphatically called" the Lord
God," and we, beloved, own Him and worship Him as such. Oh, then,
may we realize more of His divine presence!
How certainly are we being brought onwards to the solemn end!
'Whatever slackens, time speeds; and, to those who are busily engaged,
it is marvellous how days and months and years roll away as "a
tale that is told." 'Well, then, may time find us "walking in the
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost." God grant
that the thinga we have written by the way, under the teaching of
the Holy Spirit, may cause you to experience similar joy to the
brethren at Antioch, who, " luhen they had read, rejo'iced jar the consolation j"
and to the Lord of glory be all the praise.
B1t1'ton-on-Tnnt.
G. O.

"IN NO WISE."
SHALL

nothing quench Thy love, dear
Lord 1
'Wilt Thou not grace deny
To anyone who comes to Thee,
Though stained by sin's deep dye 1

And vain, self-righteous Pharisees,
Who treat Thee with disdain 1
1£ such should come to Thee, wilt
Thou
Thy mercy not restrain?

Wilt Thou not banish traitors hence,
And haters of all good,
And those who have blasphemed Thy
name,
And trampled on Thy blood 1

Nay! Thou forgavest Magdalene,
Manasseh, Pet~r, Paul;
Hast told us Thou wilt likewise
save
All who upon Thee call.

And rebels to Thy sovereignty,
And scorners, vile and base;
And proud despisers of Thy love,
And mockers of Thy grace 1

How welcome, then, all sinners are
'Yha, contrite, come to Thee!
May we distrust Thy love no more,
But Thy glad children be.

'Twere sweet indeed to weave a crown
Of praise for Thee to wear;
Then, Lord, exchange our sighs to songs,
And we will cease to fear.
Oal'diff·

J. P. C.

LOOKING.-Lord, I crave this mercy at Thy hand, that I may be
enabled to look out of self, off from creature-surroundings, simply and
entirely to Jesus!
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CONSECRATION.
DR. HAWKER; of gracious memory,· was wont to give the third Book
of Moses this title: "The Gospel according to Leviticus." The subject
matter of this Book, concealed in type and shadow, is blessedly unfolded in the seventeenth chapter of the Gospel by John, where Christ
and the Church are set forth in eternal union, made known in time
by the Spirit to -God's elect. It is to be observed that the Levites
are only named twice throughout the Book devoted to their tribe.
The priest and the people, blood and pardon, sin and salvation, are
the prominent .points brought under notice, the special history ancl
work of the Levites being gathered from other parts of the Pentateuch.
In this Book we have the Gospel set forth by wondrous illustrations
and transactions, that, when the light of God's Spirit is cast upon the
page, the believer can bear testimony to the words of the Apostle,
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness."
To the tribe of L8vi Moses and Aaron belonged. As representative
men, they set ·forth the law and the Gospel-Moses, the silent, stern
administrator of the divine and unalterable law, do or die; Aaron,
the representative of the voice of mercy through blood, speaking
p:trdon al1d peace to Israel.
To Aaron's family line the office and dignity of the priesthood was
specially committed (Exoc1. xxviii. 1, 2), and through his posterity
the headship and worship of the Jewish Church was to be maintained throughout that dispensation; thus representing in human form
• to Israel the Person, office, and work of the great High Priest,
"made higher than the heavens," the glorious, incarnate, eternal Son
of the everlasting Father. In the fulness of time Christ was appointed
by covenant purpose to fulfil and accomplish for the salvation of
His elect all that was comprehended and displayed in the sacrifices
and services of the Jewish ritual (Mal. ii, 5-7),
We turn now to the particulars given m of the tribe of Levi
as a type of the Church of God. And first of the name, which
means joined, suitably representing, as it does in the circumstances
of Leah's third son, nature and grace.
Jacob on his dying bed
coupled Levi with Simeon, and denounced them severely for inflicting
their revengeful wrath upon the Shechemites: "Cursed be their anger,
for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel;" but the tribe
was to live notwithstanding. Levi was a child, though a wicked one.
Levi belonged to the family, and, in divine purpose, the Lord had
chosen Levi for His service.
Joined with Simeon in the brotherhood of sinnership. he represents the native depravity of the human
heart, "fu'lfilling the desires of the flesh and mind, and by nature
children of wrath even as others;" but the overflowings of sin could
not change the coveeant decree of God, phuned in eternity, nor erase
a name from the Lamb's book of life. Joined to the Lord by divino
purpose and choice, Levi must be preserved as a tribe, consecrated
by God, and called to serve the Lord. "The Lord spake unto
,
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Moses, saying, Take the Levites from among the children of Israel,
and cleanse them" (Num. viii. 5, 6).
This was the date of their
personal consecration before men, bilt only the outcome and manifestation of the secret purpose of God. Similar to this is the call
of every 'believer: "Known unto God are all His works," and the
"washing of regeneration by the Word" is the open declaration of
the Holy Ghost to the eternal choice of God "before the foundation
of the world" (Eph. i. 4).
But, further, of the prophetic meaning of the name. The priesthood
was to come from the tribe of Levi-that wondrous typical sacerdotal
system which, hken from the family of Aaron, was to be a perpetual
remembrance of Him of whom it is written, "For both He that
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause
He is not ashamed to call them brethren. Forasmuch then as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise
took part of the same " (Heb. ii. 11, 14). Hence the indissoluble
nature of this union, as declared by our Lord: "I in them, and Thou
in Me, that they may be made perfect in one" (John xvii. 23).
Thus the Levites were in union with the High Priest, who stood
"daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices," representing Christ, chosen out of the people, and joined to the whole family
of God in His human na'ture, "for it behaved Him to be made like
unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and Iaithful High
Priest in things pertaining to God." To" offer both gifts and sacrifices
for sins, and to have compassion on the ignorant and them that are
out of the way," was the purpose and office of the Levitical priesthood ;.
"and no man took this honour unto himself, but he that was called
of God, as was Aaron" (Heb. v. 4). But men are wiser in their own
eyes now, for, without divine permission, they take this honour unto
themselves, and attempt to restore an office abolished by Christ's incar-nation, who came to put an end to the Jewish economy, when "He
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. ix. 26)"
and that not according to the Levitical line, but the Melchisedec
priesthood: "Thou art a Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec "
(Heb. vii. 21; Psalm cx. 4).
But the tribe of Levi was not only consecrated by union and
brotherhood with the priests (Mal. ii. 4), but also by redemption.
Moses was commanded by God to number the people: "Behold, ]'
have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel insteacl.
of all the first-born of the children of Israel; therefore the Levites.
are Mine, for on the day that I smote all the first-born in the land'
of Egypt, I hallowC'd unto Me all the first-born in Israel: Mine shall
they be : I am the Lord" (Num. iii. 1:3, 13). The death of Egypt's firstborn released Israel from the land of bondage; the death of the onlybegotten Son of God delivers the spiritual Israel from the power of
sin and Satan, and from "the wrath to come."
The personal and
particular nature of the command whereby Israel's deliverance was to
be in perpetual remembrance through the tribe of Levi, typed out the
personal and particular character of effectual- redemption, neither less
or more than the purpose for which it was designed in the covenant
counsels of God. 'When the first-born males were numbered, it was
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found they exceeded the tribe of Levi by two hundred and seventythree, but no generalities were allowed by the law. The odd numbers
were not to be passed by; the overplus must give five shekels each as
redemption money, in token of the spared life of the Israelite when
all Egypt wailed over their dead first-born. The command given to
Moses was on this wise: "Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead
of their cattle, and the Levites shall be Mine" (Num. iii. 41).
Here we have a remarkable type of the nature of redemption as
based upon substitution. The death of Christ, God's First-born, was
in3tead of the Church of God; the blood, which is the life, was poured
out; the penalty of death paid, the claims of justice satisfied, the
sinner's law-place taken by the Redeemer, sin atoned for by the sinner's
Surety, and the work was effectually done.
Thus, in the substitution of the Levites for the first-born of IsraeI,
as a typical act, we trace the suretyship work of Christ.. Payment
must be made; the transaction must be definite, personal, particular.
"He made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him." "He shall see of the travail
of His soul and be satisfied." Here general redemption falls through.
There is no beneficial result, no actual substitution, no effectual atonement, for sirlners die unpardoned, and are finally lost.
The definite character of the type is set forth with remarkable
precision in the command given to Moses by God: "Those that are
to be redeemed of the two hundred and seventy-three of the first-born
of the children of Israel, which are more than the Levites, thou shalt
even take five shekels apiece by the poll, after the shekel of the
sanctuary; and thou shalt give the money, wherewith the odd number of them is to be redeemed, unto Aaron and his sons " (Num.
This was consecrated money, devoted for the use of
iii. 45-51).
the priests in the service of the Lord. Every point that typed out
redemption under the law declared it was limited in extent and
beneficial in results; hence the Christ of God proclaims, "I lay
down My life for the sheep" (John x. 15).
Here ,ye have the
extent and definite work of Christ marked out, and the benefits
that result to the Church of God from the price paid are set forth
by the qeclaration, "My sheep hear My voice, and follow Me: and I
give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall
any pluck them out of My hands."
"But," says an objector, "all believers in Christ do not see alike in
these particulars." However true this may be intellectually, it is a
certain fact the Great Teacher of the Church will lead all the elect
of God experimentally into this truth, and not suffer them to be satisfied
without personal and particular tokens from the Lord that they belong
to His redeemed family. There is a set time to favour Zion, and the
desire is implanted in every living soul to feelingly say, "I know
that my Redeemer liveth," and to add, "who loved me, and gave
Himself for me." Our Lord, in preaching to the Jews, quoted Isaiah
liv. 13: "They shall be all taught of God," and with this comment,
"Every man therefore that hath heard and learned of the Father
cometh unto Me." This is the result of Christ's redemption work for
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all who are in the covenant, and therefore are taught of the Father.
They all come to Christ, and this is, to know for themselves the
blessing and benefit of personal and particular redemption. However
adrift they may be intelligently, they are sound and true in experience;
neither will they omit it in their song of praise when they reach the
glory-land aud join the celestial choir: "Thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tonguE',
and people, and nation."
The covenant of grace is, so to speak, "the basis of operations,"
the depot and storehouse of the supplies of God's family. The mercies
of God are all treasured up in Christ for the vessels of mercy; and, according to covenant agreement, in due time they are all taught by the
Holy Ghost to cry for mercy; and mercy they shall realize, according
t:> the riches of God's grace by Christ Jesus. These are the special,
definite, personal blessings that mark out the elect of God, the
redeemed by Christ Jesus, who are convinced of sin, made praying
souls, look to the blood and obedience of Christ for pardon and
righteousness, and through "eternal redemption," revealed by "the
Eternal Spirit," are received at last into their "eternal inheritance"
(Heb. L"'{. 12, 14, 15).
[May the Lord bless these few thoughts, wonderfully preserved from
the devouring flames, in the recent conflagration at the City Press " and
may His preserviug mercy reach the heart of all who were so wonderfuny preserved.!

<'

FROM HEART TO HEART.-No. XXXII.
My DEAR MRS. L--,-That blessed portion of Scripture you allude
to followed in connection with other reading; and, when coming to it,
my mind was powerfully arrested that that part was for you and another
in your circumstances, and spoke so sweetly on your behalf that I felt
constrained to write as I did on it. On looking over Revelation ii. 9, 10,
how literally are you brought into the position described there. You
say of yourself, as to works, "I have none j worse than useless am 1."
vVell, Christ says, "I J.cnow." Then, about your troubles and poverty,
the same words come from Jesus, "I know j " as though He said, "I
know all that you would say, and all that you think j and, notwithstanding all you bring against yourself, I say you are rich, because in
Me, and therefore are heir to the kingdom j but I will tell you who
are the really poor ones, &c.-those who profess so much in My
name, and can with such ease do so much, and ,vho call themselves
Christians, who say they are such, but I say they are not, and are of
the synagogue of Satan. But they go on pretty easily here, while you
suffer; but fear none of those things which thou dost suffer; no,
not even loss of sight, for that is a part of what was ordered in the
covenant, to work out a rich blessing and for My glory j nor fear
being in prison, as to being apparently shut out for a time from My
presence. My servant J 01111 was there, and he too began to doubt
if I were indeed the Christ, because I let the devil and the world
rule for a time over bis poor body and soul, and did not go near to
him; but it was only for the time arranged in covenant engagements,

410

The Gospel Magazille.

which I came to fulfil, not to break; and one reason I give you, since
it concerns you, is, 'that you may be tried.' Not that you are to
es~ape trial" either by applying to Me or in any other way, but that
you are to go through it-just the portion ordered, just the time
allotted-no more nor any longer. 'Ye shall have tribulation ten
days.' The end of it is a crown of life, and the admonition, 'Be
faithful unto death,' or to the end." Thus does the Lord speak in these
two precious texts, as it seemeth to me, and I think you cannot deny
it, though probably you will have no comfort from it till the ten days,
or time appointed for imprisonment, has expired; the drawing near
of which time is often seen by our being made willing for things to
be according to the divine will, for that is when the Refiner sees His
own image in the fire.
The only words that Christ utters to those in this dark and tried
state are such as imply "Fear not! "-that is, while the trial is upon
them; and that is the most you may have from Him at preseut;
but those two words spoken by Him will snpport and strengthen,
though 110t remove the fear entirely may-be, till the trial is over;
and, while you feel 'a little support and strength, it is beeause He has
uttered them, though may-be not as you looked for them, for you
could not have gone through what you have unless Jesus had bid
you to "fear none of those things which thou hast suffered." Substantially He has spoken to you, though not revealedly. If you
remember, poor John, when he sent to ask if He were indeed the
Christ, did not get an answer in the way you or I (aud may I not
add, he ~) looked for; but he got it in substance-not merely a "yes"
or " no," that satisfies the flesh, but that which profits the sou], namely,
"Go and show J'ohn again those things that ye do hear and see."
Jesus then gives a list of His actions (Matt. xi. 5).
Now if, by the grace of God, you can look up some of the gracious
acts of God towards you, such as supporting grace under the trial of
operation as to your eyes, and raising up friends for your support,
and spiritual desires and longings after Him, then you get, I say,
substantially the answer from Jesus that He is indeed the Christ to
your poor body and sou1. I am sure we lose a great deal of comfort
by appointing in our own minds the way we should. hear from the
Lord, for we keep looking out for our way of communication, instead
of leaving it open for Him to come to our relief in His own way
and time. i~
There was John the Baptist, who came to "prepare the way of the
Lord," and was not prepared himself concerning the 'way the Lord
was to come unto him when he was in trouble, but then doubted
whether or no He could be the Christ, to leave him to be thrown
iuto prison for his well doing in expostulating with a wicked king
for his evil doings.
Oh, my friend, the ways of God are mysterious, but in the very
mystery there is a grandeur about them, because finite beings cannot
understand infinity. And is it not grand to see a soul made calm
when all around shakes with the thmlder of His wrath ~ In this
respect look at the soul of His child under trial in contrast with a,
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worldling when fear overtakes them. ·Would the former give up his
tiny hope of heaven for all the pomp and glitter that surrounds the
latter 7 Is not this sufficient to show the Prince of Peace is with
them 7 like as when the Apostles said, "Did not our heart burn
within us when He opened to us the Scriptures 7" though He had
not revealed Himself to them. Thus there is a distinction t,o be made
between His presence and His 1'evealed presence-between the teaching
substantially and the enjoyment by revealment.
Usually parents reserve the sugar-plums till the lessons are learnt;
and our Heavenly Father dispenses the sweets after the bitters have
been taken. May He open your heart to hear what He has afforded
me pleasure in writing. May He be magnified, al~d all creatures
laid low!
Ever yours in a precious Ohrist,

February 5th, 1864.

M. L. M.

EXTRAOTS FROM LETTERS OF A NOW GLORIFIED ONE.
(Oontinued (rom puge~) ; it .
B--, August 231'Cl, 1875.
DEAREST PATTIE,-I am beginning a letter, though I do not think I
can write much. If the Lord shuts, none can open; and He sees fit that
I should at the present time be closed up, I should be very sorry to pour
out my complaints to any ear but the Lord's, . He alone can help and
teach; He alone can give patience and faith; both so needful while we
are in the path of tribulation.
I was glad to see your letter of this morning, but read it with mingled
feelings. I hope, from what is written in your letter of this morning,
that His work is being carried on in you. In the letter you wrote
last week, you named a verse that had been much in your mind.
Did not the Lord, in His great goodness, send you this word as a
preparation for what you tell me you have since felt 7 and is not this a
very sweet token to you of His watl.lhful care over you, and of His kind
intentions of doing you good 7 He would not have you expect you
are "coming to bliss" by any other way than that which is trodden
by all the family, our dear Elder Brother having gone that way before
us. You would not need an Almighty Support and Deliverer if you did
not meet with sore temptations, nor would you know your faith is
"the faith of God's elect" if it were not tried and assailed by the
enemy, If it stands agll.inst the suggestions of Satan, then it is proved
to us to be the work of the Lord, His gift,
I would write a great deal to try and cheer you, but I think your
letter tells me of much more than I cll.n say in the way of cheering.
The texts and hymns yeu tell me you heard yesterday all seem
exactly suited to the place you were in. As I looked them out and
read them, and what you told me dear Mr, Woods had spoken in
his discourse, I thought all were just fitted to cheer and comfort you,
I know "power belongeth to the Lord," and His sweetest words ancl
most blessed promises may be 1'ecf£l without being applied; but He
makes no mistakes, and does all His work just in the right time.
I was very glad to hen.r that dear Mr. M-- paid you a visit on
Sunday afternoon. The Lord has enabled him to speak words of com-
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fort to me ill days gone by.
young friend. Truly.

May he do the same to you, my dear

"God moves in a. mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."

I felt struck in reading of poor J. O--'s sudden removal. The
Lord has not seen fit that he should have given any decided testimony
for the consolation of his friends, but it seems as if there was sufficient
to give them a good hope that he is gone to rest. I hope the sad
event may be, through the Lord's mercy, sanctified to survivors. We
have numberless things that should teach us to heed His gracious word,
"Be ye also ready." I would live as if any day might be my last.
Do not think that I do not sympathize with you ill your distressing
feelings. I have passed through the same, and " know what sore
temptation means; " but, as I expect to hear all who are taught of
the Lord meet with such things as you have written about, though
feeling for your trouble, I look on it as a blessing, and a hopeful
sign that you are a child of God. You must tell me how you like
going to school-being taught the blessed lessons that make for your
everlasting peace and happiness. I wonder if you will be as slow to
learn as I am. Our Teacher does not weary, even when He has dunces
in His school. You have my prayers, when I can pray, and try to
commend you to the Lor~ daily, both morning and evening. If the
Lord will, I hope you may soon have a sweet manifestation of Jesus.
'With very much love to you and good wishes, your affectionate,
IVI. G.
loving friend,
B--, AUg1tSt 25th, 1875.
My DEAREST PATTIE,-A great many thanks for your letter, which
I expected and was very glad to get this morning. I cannot but
think the Lord is answering the prayers of your friends in causing
you to feel the things you tell me. Mr. M-- was quite right in
what he said about it. All have to prove their own wretchedness and
complete helplessness, and that over and over again, so I find it to
this day (after so many years). I ask the question you name,
" Would my heart so hard remain ~ "&c. ,Ve do not grow better,
but grow in feeling more needy and more desirous of having Jesus
for our All. I am thankful that you see and feel what is described
in that verse. More than twenty years ago I felt all that hymn
suitable to me, as also the one beginning, "I asked the Lord that I
might grow." Read the last verse of this last-named hymn, and try to
remember some of the tokens for good you have ah'eady received from
the Lord. I could name several. I was eighteen years before I was
fully assured that the Lord was mine, though I had many lifts and
cheering hopes raised within from time to time. Oftentimes I used
to think the work was at an cnd, if it ever had begun. Happily
for us the "holding on" dopends on our God, :md not on ourselves.
You may not have to wait for so long a time as I had; but, when
the blessing comes, soon or late, it will be all right" A moment's intercourse with Him
'Vill all our griefs o'erpay."

With much love from your loving friend,
(To be continued.)

M.. G.
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MEMORIALS OF MERCY.
(Continued from page 350.)

October 10th, 1867.-0h, how sweetly were these - words of dear
Hart's sealed home on my heart"His hody, bathed in sweat and blood,
Showered on the ground a. purple flood;
The rich effusion copious ran,
To glad ~he heart of God and man.
"Deep in His breast engraved He bore
Our names, with every penal score ;
When pressed to ea.rth He prostrate lay,
Shocked at the sum, yet prompt to pa.y."

.-

Yes, "shocked at the sum, yet prompt to pay." Oh, blessed be His
adorable name!
Feb1"1Kt1"Y 4th, 1868.-0h, to be enabled to drink deep into the
pure fountain of life, clear as crystal, that streams from the throne
of God and the Lamb; to be enabled, by the command of our blessed
Jesus, to launch out into the deep things of God-His everlasting
love, the choice of the elect in Christ, the redemption of the Church
by His most precious blood, the justification of our persons in the
Beloved, effectual calling and saving faith, evangelical repentance, holiness in heart and life, as the fruits of saving faith and evidences of it,
and the perseverance of the saints to the end, and to give honour to
each of the divine Persons in the adorable Trinity, as the alone Author
of eternal salvation to all the chosen seed. Oh, what a sweet theme
to realize in the soul of a poor sinner like me. Hallelujah!
FebTUCt1'1J 24th, 1868.-This day I again raise my Ebenezer in
grateful acknowledgment to the Lord who hath kept me, and fed me,
and mercifully preserved me all my life long, these many years in the
wilderness, numbering this day sixty-six years. Truly can I say
with good old Jacob, "Few and evil haye the days of the years
of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the
years of the life of my fathers." The goodness of the Lord still
continues to surround me on eyery side. Oh, that my thankfulness and improvemep.ts in His grace bore some little proportion to
His superabounding grace, mercy, and love! But, alas! in vain do
I look within myself for that excellence which I shall neV9r find
there till death is swallowed up in victory. May the Lord enable
me more and more to feel my own nothingness, and to trust, wholly
and fully to that great fulness, the imputed righteousness of our
dear Emmanuel""Vho toiled for our ease,
And for our safety bled."

The more we see of His preciousness, the more humbling views we
have of our vileness, and we are then happy and safe, when we lay
low, and feel that Christ is "All and in all."
FebTUary 24th, 1869.-This day reminds me again of the forbearing
goodness of the Lord in sparing me another year, a monument of His
sovereign mercy, grace, and love; and, although at this time under
His afflicting hand, yet He deals with me in mercy and lovingkind:
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ness, assuring me that "He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the
children of men," but that it is for our profit; and that, "if we are without chastisement., whereof all are partakers, then are we bastards, and
not sons." Then I would accept the rod, and Him that appointed it,
and say, "Let Him smite me, and it shall be as excellent oil;" for
"faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are
deceitful;" and I have proved Him to be "a Friend that sticketh
closer than a brother;" and, although He is pleased to smite roughly,
as the angel did Peter, yet it is to awaken us to commune with Himself. I have proved it such by blessed experience, and He, and He
alone, shall have- all the glory. The farther my thread of life is extended, the more clearly I see, and the more deeply 1 feel, the infinite
importance of the inestimable doctrine of God's everlasting choice of
the elect in Christ-the redemption of the Church by His most precious
blood before all worlds, but made manifest by effectual calling in
time.
Happy is that soul that credits God's promise, and places his confidence in Him for the fulfilment of it; makes use of the means God
has appointed, daily pleads His promise in the humble prayer of faith,
and patiently waits His time, daily watches His hand both for temporal and spiritnal mercies from the Uod of his salvation, which flow
through the atoning blood and intercession of a dear Redeemer. Under
this sweet feeling realized in my poor soul, I envy not crowned heads
nor sceptred hands. "That He should give eternal life to as many as
Thou hast given Him" (John xvii. 2). This chapter has been correctly described as the Lord's prayer. The blessed Jesus, in the prospect of His suffering and death, is pouring out His heart to His
:Father, not only on behalf. of Himself, but of all His beloved children
to the end of time. The first is eternal life: "That He should give
eternal life." Who shall say what this eternal life is 7 Eternal life is
set in opposition to death. "The wages of sin is death, bnt the gift
of God is eternal life." 'Well, our dear Lord Jesus Christ came to
take away sin, to cancel guilt, to bear the sins of many, to bear away
the many sins of the u'.any given Him of His Father; and, while He
bore their sins, He wrought out a spotless robe of righteoLlsness by
His obeo.ience, and thus He sealed the everlasting covenant with His
own blood, and thereby secured the outpouring of the Holy Ghost,
whereby they are renewed and quickened, and madp, meet and fit for
the enjoyment of the saints in light. ,Ye read once, "Jesus wept;"
and, on another occasion, that" He rejoiced in spirit;" and oh, what
made this precious feeling heart rejoice 7 The rich display J ellovah
gave of Eis sovereign and distinguishing grace. ,~T e are told, "He
rejoiced in spirit," and said, "I thank Thee, 0 Fatlwr, Lord of heaven
and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father, for so it seemed
good in Thy sight."
Nothing brings glory to God compared to that which arise;:; from
a fair and just representation of the glorious plan of distinguishing
grace. The grand doctrines of grace have been the food and nourishment of the Church of God from the beginning of time. "This is the
bread of life," of' which Jesus is the sum and substance. It is an
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endearing consideration, the thought of being found among those who
were given to the Lord Jesus Ohrist. This will be the language of
Him to us: He "ill introduce us to His kingdom, saying, "Oome in,
thou blessed of :Jly Father, and inherit the kingdom prepared for thee
from before the foundation of the world." Oh, how ble£sed is the
prospect beyond the grave, and for an everlasting world, of the rest
that remains for the dear people of God-those given into the hands
of J ems as the gift of the Father. Oh, how blessed to realize by
the blessed Spirit's teaching in experience, the glorious plan of salvation by the great Three-One, and when a poor soul is brought to
know he is one redeemed from death and hell by the blood of
the precious Lamb of God-one given to Him, and that nothing
shall separate him from Ohrist Jesus and the enjoyment of everlasting
and eternal life. He will feel his heart fnll at times of the love of God,
and will seek to praise and adore His matchless grace, and join in the
language of 0lle of old and say, "Oh, what can I render unto the Lord
for all the benefits He has bestowed on me?" One of the most
unworthy of all His creatures, I feel it indeed to be" of His mercy that
I am not consumed; because His mercy endureth for ever." Amen,
hallelujah, amen. Praise, praise, praise ye the Lord for ever and ever.
Amen. "And again they sang, Hallelujah," and so sing I.
July 19th, 1860.-" ,Yhile we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things "hich are not seen; for the things which are
seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal."
Surely, 0 God, I co Id no long after Thy presence if I did not know
the sweetness of it, and love Thee in some measure; and I could
not know that, but by the revelation of Thy blessed Spirit in my heart;
nor love Thee at aU if Thou hadst not first loved me. ,Ve grieve at
the absence of those we love, and of none else. Blessed he the Lord
for this evidence of true (however weak) grace. The Lord hath been
Yery gracious unto me. My meditation of Him. is sweet. He gives
me songs in the night season. I have had sweet melting views of
His special goodness at times, and of my utter unworthiness. The
united smse of these two keeps my poor soul in an even balance.
I am then happy as well as safe when the Lord's goodness and abundant
mercies lay me low at His most blessed feet; and at times I sing of
mercy and lovingkindness, and can also feel great pleasure in setting
up my Ebenezer, and erect a monument of thankfulness, and inscribe
eyery blessing with Dayid's motto, "This hath God done." Oh, lllay
the blessings of His grace lay and keep me low at His footstool
continually!
July 30th, 1 G!J.-Tn my dream I heard a minister preaching or reading a sermon. I said, "Blessed be God, what I know and feel is not
by man's teaching, but by the revelation of God to my soul;" and sometimes I feel communion "ith the Lord so sweet that I seem to creep
up into the very bosom of Jesus. I awoke, and behold, it was a dream!
I felt very happy in meditating on it, being confident that the principal thing in real religion is not Baptist, or Pedo-Baptist, but union
realized by sweet communion. Realizing this in my soul is enough
for me, and, if I had never felt it, I could not know the sweetness of
it. It is more to me, I can truly say, than all the world-yea, than a

416

The Gospel Magazine.

thousand worlds-because it is my life. "I give unto My sheep eternal
life;" "He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son
of God hath not life j" "That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of Life (for the life
was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show
unto you that eternal life which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us)."
The great Apostle of the Gentiles says, "By the grace of God
I am what I am." Oh, what a mercy to have the sweet evidences of
grace in the soul! This is the blessed foundation-by the grace, mercy,
and love of our Lord Jesus I am what I am. In all my afflictions,
trials, and tribulations-in all my troubles, in all my distresses-I am
what I am. Here our poor •guilty souls rest in all trials, for God's
children are made" accepted in the Beloved," saved in the Lord Jesus
Christ with an everlasting salvation; and the Lord inflicts nothing
upon His dear children in vindictive justice, wrath, and anger, but it;
is all by way of Fatherly chastisement. "As many as I love I rebuke
and chasten; be zealous, therefore, and repent." Again," Despise not
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of
Him: for whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every
son whom He receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you
as with sons: for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not ~ But
if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye
bastards, and not sons." It is a sad thing when, through a false fait;h,
false notions, hardness of heart is produced when God sends afflictions,
one after another, but they are not felt, and the soul is not melted,
brought down, and humbled under them. This is called by many fortitude--bearing trials with a good spirit, with courage j but, when the
Lord sends afflictions, He designs that we should feel them. "My son,
despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art
rebuked of Him," for His almighty power will sustain thee, and He
shall lift thee up under all thy trials, for "underneath thee are the
everlasting arms."
Real religion is in secret between God and the soul, and the outward
display of it is but the effects. I cannot rest in outward worship j it is
just nothing at all unless there is a secret thirsting, a secret hungering,
a secret pouring out of the heart to the Lord, like Hannah, who was a
woman of a sorrowful spirit, who spoke out of the abundance of her
heart of her complaint and grief in secret to the Lord. Her voice was not
heard, only her lips moved. This was a secret calling upon God. This is
secret commuLion, the genuine effect of life divine.
A person in liberty must be at a certainty about his state, and be founel
settled, and at a point in the great and fundamental doctrines of the
Gospel. If his thoughts are not in harmony here, he cannot make
straight paths for his feet. There is no judgment in his goings, he stumbles
at the 'Word, and is far enough from having his feet in a large room.
Oh, that precious text, "The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth
us from all sin." It is a glorious theme for a poor sinner to harp on, and
upon which to take his stand by faith-" when the enemy cometh in like
a flood," then to be enabled by faith to raise up this standard against
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.him. He (Satan) cannot bear the sound of blood. "Unto Him that loved
us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God and His Father, to Him be glory and
dominion ior ever and for ever. Amen." Oh, the precious blood of
sprinkling, that" speaketh better things than that of Abel." " The Lamb
that is in the midst of the throne shall lead them unto living fountains
()f water, and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."
"I will heal their backslidings, I will love them freely." Oh, how many
times have I realized this sweet promise, when I have backslidden from
the Lord in- thought, word, or deed! J have expected the rod, knowing I
deserved it; but oh, bless His precious name, He hath been pleased to
open the intercourse of love and favour between Himself and this
naughty child-and then the sweet effects! I never so feeliqgly wonder
at my depravity, nor so deeply abhor myself, as when the fire of divine
love warms my poor heart, and the blessed Spirit enlivens my soul.
Surely the knowledge of salvation is the most powerful incentive to
repentance, and the most prevailing and irresistible motive to keep us
unspotted from the world. This will not-as some say-lead us into sin,
but be the strongest bar to keep us from it, for it is the goodness of God
that leads men to repentance.
(To be continued.)

PASSING NOTES.-THE LATE JOHN BERRIDGE.
AFTER preaching in Bedfordshire the other day, Everton and its old
God-glorifying Vicar was mentioned.
A dear friend immediately
handed us the annexed, which she had cut out of a local paper:EVERTON.-We have received (says the Editor) the following letter
from Mr. Marsh :-" About seven months since, you published a few
comments by me on the state of the village, and on the C',ultivation of
the land in the parish of Everton, and also a brief account of its celehrated vicar, the Rev. John Berridge, who lived in the latter half of the
eighteenth century. I have since that time received the life of that
singular divine and observant man, and there are many pa~sages that are
worthy of attention, as the following extracts will show. Writing to
'John Thornton, Esq.,' at a time when he was on a bed of sickness,
he says: 'I often feel a foolish wish fOl' stronger health, and would
sanctify that wish by the hope of doing more service. But I forget
that our God is ·called a Husbandman, and that His cultivated grounds
need a fallow in due season to tumble them over and break them well
with harrow and plough again and again, in order to cleanse them from
rubbish, and make them more kindly for after fruit-bearing. Some
wealthy farmers about Everton have lately cropped their grounds
every year, and thought to make amends by laying extraordinary
manure upon it; but they see their mistake, and return to their old
method j for the grounds, being deprived of' their fallow year, the
proper s~ason for cleansing them, are much overrun with foul weeds
and twitch. . . . Next week, May 30th, 1780, I go to preach in a
parish 'church, a high honour indeed. Mr. Peers, the Rector of Ickleford, nE'ar Hitchin, is newly enlightened to preach J eSllS, and desires
.
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help from evangelical brethren. Sixteen years ago I preached in one
of his neighbouring barns, and now I am invited to preach in church.
He has driven the squire and his family from the church, which is
a mighty good symptom; and, if he has any reputation still remaining
among the neighbouring clerics, it cannot survive my preaching in hi
pulpit. Indeed, he is a bold man to ask the madman of Everton to
dust his cushion.' Mr. Berridge lived and died a bachelor, and his
reason for not taking a wife when minded to do so is described in a
letter to Lady Huntingdon, under date of March, 1770. AteI' saying
that he had parted with his curate, with a caution to him to avoid
petticoat snares, he goes on to' say, 'Having been grievously tormented
with housekeepers, I truly had thoughts of looking out for a Jezebel
myself. But it seemed highly needful to ask advice of the Lord; so
falling down on my knees before a table, with a Bible between my
hands, I sought the Lord to give me a direction. Then, letting the
Bible fall open of itself, I fixed my eyes on these word~, ",Yhen my
son was entered into his wedding chamber, he fell down and died"
(2 Esdras x. 1). This frightened me hen,rtily, you may easily think;
but Satan, who stood at my elbow, not liking the heavenly caution,
presently suggested a scruple that the book was apocryphal, and the
words not to be heeded. Well, after a short pause, I fell on my
knees again, and prayed the Lord not to be angry with me, whilst,
like Gideon, I requested a second sign, and from the canonical
Scriptures. Then, letting my "'Bible fall open as before, I .fixed my
eyes directly on this passage, "Thou shalt not take to thee a wife,
neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in this place'" (Jer. xvi. 2).
So the good and quaint old divine lived and died a bachelor."

"HE BEING DEAD, YET SPEAKETH."
(Concluded f"om page 355.)

WE have followed this ambassador of Christ in his public character,
and have now to behold him in the closing scene of life, imlllovable and
unappalled. The doctrines of the Gospel "hich he so sweetly assented
to, and which were his constant theme in the house of his pilgrimage,
proved his support and comfort when his fabric was gradually falling
to dissolution. His divine Master was pleased to confer a peculiar
honour upon him in his last hours by sustaining him in that trying
conflict, and by giving him a view by faith of the glory that awaited
him-that" light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright
in heart." How does the lustre of what men call great, and the
splendid actions by which they are dazzled, appear to fade, and prove
to be as illusive shadows, when we view a believer in his dying
moments, happy in the bright and unclouded prospect of eternal
felicity!
We shall here introduce a few extracts frolll a small narrative published a short time after his death. "Some of his observations and
remarks were, by a few persons who were present, committed to writing,
that they should not be effaced from the' memory, and for the satisfaction of others;" and we dwell upon this because the precious
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remains of this gool man had not been long in the earth when
Mr. Wesley publicly asserted that he died blaspheming and in the
horror of despair. Let us, then, listen to his dying testimony, and
see how it gives this vile assertion the lie-a testimony which, as his
biographer states, was "committed to writing by those present, that
it should not be effaced from the memory, and for the satisfaction of
others."
In conversation with a gentleman of the faculty, not long before his
death, he frequently disclaimed with abhorrence the least dependence
on his own,. righteousness as any cause of his justification before God,
and said that he rejoiced only in the free, complete, and everlasting
salvation of God's elect by Jesus Christ, through the sanctification of
the Holy Spirit. ,Ve cannot satisfy the reader with more than by
giving this friend's own relation of intercourse and conversation:"A remarkable jealousy was apparent in his whole conduct for fear
of receiving any part of that honour which is due to Christ alone. He
desired to be nothing, and that Jesus might be 'All and in all.' His
feelings were so very tender upon this subject, that I once undesignedly
put him almost in an agony by remarking the great loss which the
Church of Christ would sustain by his death at this particular juncture.
The utmost distress was immediately visible in his countenance, and
he exclaimed to this purpose, 'What! by my death 1 No! By my
death 1 No! Jesus Christ is able, and will by proper instruments
defend His own truths; and, with regard to what little I have been
enabled to do in this way, not to me, not to me, but to His own name,
and to that only, be the glory.' Conversing upon the subject of
election, he said that God's everlasting love to His chosen people, His
eternal, particular, most free, and immutable choice of them in Jesus.
Christ, was without the le:lst respect to any work or works of righteousness wrought, or to he wrought, or that ever should be wrought, in
them or by them, for God's election does not depend upon our sanctification, hut our sanctification depends upon God's election and
appointment of us to everlasting life. At another time, he was so
affected with a se~se ef God's everlasting love to his soul that he could
not refrain from bursting into tears.
"The more his bodily strength was impaired, the more vigorous,.
rejoicing, and' lively his mind seemed to be. From the whole tenor
of his conversation during our interviews, he appeared not merely placid
and serene, but he evidently possessed the fullest assurance of the most
triumphant faith. He repeatedly told me that he had not had the least
shadow of a doubt respecting his eternal salvation for near two years
past. It is no wonder, -therefore, that he so earnestly longed to be
dissolved and to be with Christ. His soul seemed to he constantly
panting heavenward, and his desires increased the nearer his dissolution
approached.
"A short time before his death, at his request," states the same
friend, "I felt his pulse, and he desired to know what I thought of it.
I told him that his heart and arteries evidently beat (almost every
day) weaker and weaker. He replied immediately, with the sweetest
smile upon his countenance, 'Why, that is a good sign that my death
is fast approaching; and, blessed be God, I can add that my heart
E E 2

420

The Gospel lIfagaz£IU!.

beats every day stronger and stronger for glory.' A few days preceding
his dissolution, I found him sitting up in his arm-chair, and scarce
able to move or speak. I addressed him very softly, and asked if his
consolations continued to abound as they had hitherto done. He
quickly replied, 'Oh, my dear sir, it is impossible to describe how good
God is to me ! Since I have been sitting in this chair this afternoon
(glory be to His name!) I have enjoyed such a season, such sweet
communion with God, and such delightful manifestations of His
presence with and love to my soul, that it is impossible for words or
any language to -express them! I have had peace and joy unutterable,
:lnd I fear not but that God's consolations and support will continue.'
But he immediately recollected himself, and added, 'What have I said 7
God may, to be sure, as a Sovereign, hide His face and His smiles from
me j however, I believe He will not j and, if He should, yet still will
I trust in Him. I know I am safe and secure, for His love and His
covenant are everlasting.'
"To another friend who, in :t conversation with him upon the subject
of his principles, had asked him whether any doubt remained upon his
mind respeoting the truth of them, he answered, 'Doubt, sir! doubt!
Pray use not that word when speaking of me. I cannot endure the
term-at least, when God continues to shine upon my soul in the
gracious manner He does now. Not,' added he, 'but that I am sensible
that, while in the body, if left of Him, I am capable, through the
l)ower of temptation, of calling into question every truth of the Gospel.
But that is so far from being the case, that the comforts and manifestations of His love are so abundant as to render my state and
condition the most desirable in the world. I would not exchange my
condition with anyone upon earth j and with respect to my principles,
those blessed truths which I have been enabled in my poor measure
to maintain appear to me more than ever most gloriously indubitable.
My own existence is not, to my apprehension, a greater certainty.'
"The same friend calling upon him a day or two before his death,
he said, with hands clasped and his eyes lifted up and starting with
tears of the most evident joy, 'Oh, my dear sir, I cannot tell you the
comforts I feel in my soul! They are past expression. The consolations
of God to such an unworthy wretch are so abundant, that He leaves
me nothing to pray for but a continuance of them. I enjoy a heaven
already in my souL My prayers are an converted into praise. N evertheless, I do not forget that I am still in the body, and li'1ble to all
those distressing fears which are incident to human nature when under
temptation, and without any sensible divine support. But, so long as
the presence of God continues with me in the degree I now enjoy it,
I cannot but think that such a desponding frame is impossible.' All
this he spake with an emphasis the most ardent that can be
conceived.
" Speaking to another particular friend upon the subject of his' dying
avowal,' he expressed himself thus: 'My dear friend, those great and
glorious truths which the Lord, in rich mercy, has given me to believe,
and which He has enabled me (though very feebly) to stand forth in
defence of, are not (as those who believe not or oppose them say)
dry doctrines or mere speculative points. No j but, being brought into
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practical antI heurtfelt oxperience, they are the very joy and support
of my sonl, and the consohtions flowing from them carry rue far
above the things of time and sense.' Soon afterwards he added, 'So
far as I know my own heart, I have no desire but to be entirely
passive-to live, to die, to be, to do, to suffer whatever is God's
blessed will concerning me-being perfectly satisfied that, as He ever
has, so He ever will do that which is best concerning me j und that
He deals out in number, weight, measure, whatever will condnce most
to His own glory und to the good of His people.'
"Another of his friends mentioning likewise the report that was
spread abroad of his recanting his former principles, he said with some
vehemence and emotion, 'I recant my former principles! God forbid
that I should be so vile an apostate!' To which he presently added,
with great apparent humility, 'And yet that apostate I should soon be
if I were left to myself.' To the same friend, conversing upon the
subject of his weakness, he said, 'Sickness is no affliction, pain is
no curse, deatb. itself no dissolution.' All his conversations, as he
approached his decease, seemed more and more happy and heavenly.
He frequently called himself the happiest man in the world. 'Oh,'
said he, 'how this soul of mine longs to be gone! Like a bird
imprisoned in a cage, it longs to take its flight. Oh, that I had wings
like a dove! then would I flee away to the realms of bliss, and be at
rest for ever! Oh, that some guardian angel might be commissioned, for
I long to be absent from the body, and present with my Lord for
ever! ' Being asked by a friend if he always enjoyed such manifestations, he answered, 'I cannot say there are no intermissions, for, if
there were not, my consolations would be more -and greater than I
could possibly bear j but, when they abate, they leave such an abiding
sense of God's goodness, and of the certainty of my being fixed upon
the eternal H,ock, Christ J esns, that my soul is still filled with peace
and joy.'
"At another time-and indeed for many days together-he cried
out, 'Oh, what a day of sunshine has this been to me! I have not
words to express it. It is unutterable. How good is God! Almost
WIthout interruption, His presence has been with me j ' and then,
repeating several passages of Scripture, he added, 'What a great thing
it is to rejoice in death!'
"Speaking of Christ, he said, 'His love is unutterable.' He was
happy in declaring that the eighth of Romans, from the thirty-third
verse to the end of the six following verses, were the joy and comfort
of his soul. Upon that portion of Scripture he often descanted with
areat delight, and would be frequently ejaculating, 'Lord Jesus, why
tarriest Thou so long ~' He sometimes said, 'I find, as the bottles of
heaven empty, they are filled again j ' meaning, probably, the continual
comforts of grace which he abundantly enjoyed."
When he drew near his end he said, waking from a slumber, "Oh,
what deliO"hts! who can fathom the joys of the third heaven ~" And,
a little b~fore his departure, he was blessing and praising God for
continuina to him his understanding in clearness j "but," added he in
a _rapture~ "for what is most of all-His abiding presence, and the
shining of His love upon my soul. The sky," says he, "is clear;
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there is no cloud. 'Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!'" Within an
hour of his death he called for his friends and his servant, and
Upon their answering in
asked them if they could give him up.
the affirmative, since it pleased the Lord to be gracious to him, he
replied, "Oh, what a blessing it is you are made willing to give me
up into the hands of my dear Redeemer, and to part with me! It
will not be long before God takes me, for no mortal man can live"
(bursting while he said it into tears of joy) "after the glories which
God has manifested to my soul." Soon after this, he closed his eyes,
and found, as :M;ilton finely expresses it"A death-like sleep,
A gentle wafting to immortal life,"

on Tuesday, August 11th, 1778, in the thirty-eighth year of his age.
On Monday, August 17th, 1778, at four o'clock in the afternoon,
-'his remains were brought from Knightsbridge to Tottenham Court
Chapel to be interred. Though the time was kept as private as
possible, there were notwithstanding several thousands of persons present
on the solemnity. It was his particular wish that no funeral sermon
. should be preached. He desired to slip into the tomb unnoticed and
unregarded. His soul disdained to horrow posthumous fame. He had
no wish to have his memory perpetuated. He knew that his record was
on high, and his name was written in the Lamb's book of life.
The Rev. Rowland Hill, prior to the burial service, could not refrain
from innocently trespassing upon the solicitation of his departed friend
by addressing the multitude on the solemn occasion, and emhraced the
.opportunity of affectionately declaring his love and veneration for
.the deceased. Th"l funeral obsequies were read by Dr. lllingworth,
and concluded with a suitable hymn. The casket which held the
intrinsic jewel now lies entombed in the family grave of Mr. Hussey,
thirteen feet deep, under the gallery opposite the pulpit, in the forenamed chapel, whereon is fixed a plain stone, with only his name and
age inscribed. His clay tenement rests there until the morning of the
resurrection, when the trump of God and the voice of the archangel
shall call forth his sleeping dust to join the disembodied spirit now
in the realms of bliss and glory.
"Thus, happy soul, thy painful labours end,
And thou hast risen far above the reach
Of all that would disturb or wound thy peace:
Thine and the Gospel's foes may strive in vain
With falsehood and deceit to blast thy name;
They cannot hurt thy Master's cause nor thee."

" VvAYSIDE

NOTES " WRITER.

THE Holy Spirit was promised and given by Christ to His Church
on the day of Pentecost. His commission is to instruct, and teach the
whole mind and will of God in everything which concerns salvation
through Christ. "All things which I have heard of the Father I
have made known unto you." He for ever abides in the hearts of
the regenerate; seals them, and adopts them, and intercedes for them.
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MEMOTR OF THE LATE FRANOES RUSSELL.
(Oontinued from page 364.)

ANOTHER sore trial now awaited her which was most distressing to
her poor soul, and the dear Lord again saw fit to hide Himself from
her. Clouds and darkness intervened between the Sun of Righteousness
and her soul, and all the beasts of prey crept forth from their dens,
and thG dear departed one mourning an absent God, and complaining
of the evils she felt working within her, and the corruption of her
nature. Never could words more aptly express her feelings than those
of dear Hart's" Swarms of ill thoughts their bane diffuse,
Proud, envious, false, unclean;
And every ransacked corner shows
Some unsuspected sin.
" Our staggering faith gives way to doubt;
Our courage yields to feat';
Shocked at the sight, we straight cry out,
'Can ever God dwell here 1'"

The dear mourning one was at this time on the eve of one of her
confinements, and the great enemy of her soul took every advantage
of the occurrence to distress her mind by telling her that she would
never be delivered from the trial which was coming, but would certainly sink under it; that the Lord had hidden His face from her, and
had cast her off for ever, her own conscience at the same time accusing
her of all the workings of sin and the corruptions of her nature.
she had previously been exercised with. He then brought the following
text of Scripture, which fastened upon her until the much-dreaded
moment had arrived: "I will laugh at your calamity, and I will mock
when your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as desolation, and your
destruction cometh as ~ whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh
upon you. Then they shall call upon Me, but I will not answer; they
shall seek Me early, but they shall not find Me."
This Scripture pierced her through and through, and she felt, as
it were, driven to her wits' end. The dear afflicted one now began
to feel the pains of childbirth coming upon her, llnd laid herself
down upon the bed in a most distracted state of mind. She had no
sooner done so than the great enemy of her soul presented himself
to her view. She said she saw him as plainly as ever she saw any
object with her natural eyes, and he, with a most malicious grin and
in a sneering manner, tauntingly said to her, "Now, where is thy
God ~ Now, where is thy God ~" which caused her to tremble with
fear and shudder at the sight, when suddenly she saw there was a
<lhain on him, and she was immediately enabled to say, "Satan; you are
a chained foe. Thus far canst thou come and no further, and you
cannot hurt me." She said that he then slunk away with a downcast countenance, and thus withdrew from her sight. She then sent
her next door neighbour (who was with her at the time, and who
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was a godly person) to her dear pastor, to tell him the state of
her mind, earnestly requesting an interest in his prayers at the
throne of grace.
. After delivering the message to Mr. PARSONS, he said to her, "Wait
a few minutes, dame, whilst I go upstairs to my study;" and, on his
return to her, he said, "Give my very kind Christian love to dear
Mrs. RCSSELL, and tell her that my God will deliver her, and that
right early;" which proved to be the case, for, before the good olel
dame had returned, the child was born. Thus was the snare broken, the
poor trembling, terror-stricken one delivered, the devil proved to be a
liar, and the goodness, mercy, and faithfulness of her covenant Goc1
and Father manifested in her safe deliverance.
Some time after this the dear Lord again blessed her soul in a most
special manner. She was at that time feeling at a distance from the
Lord, having no communion with Him, and feeling her helpless state
and condition. In this state of mind she went to chapel on a weekday evening's service, where the Lord again appears on her behalf ;
and in this case I feel that I cannot do better than by quoting an
extract from a letter written on February 9th, 1880, by a friend of the
dear deceased, now living at Tickner's Heath, to one of my daughters : " Our very dear departed friend and sister in a precious Christ Jesus
was in Zion Chapel on a Thursday evening, and Mr. PARSONS took
for his text, 'And He said, Come; and when Peter was come down
out of the ship, he walked on the water to go to Jesus' (Matt. xiv. 29).
Dear Mrs. RUSSELL, after the service was over, turned around in her seat
and said, 'Sarah, will you go for a little walk with me l' at which I
was surprised, as she never before nor afterward did so. As soon as.
. we got out of the chapel she said, 'I went into chapel cold and lifeless,
and felt so until the Lord's servant began his sermon.' Then the
dear Lord so blessed her soul that all her fetters were broken. She
then said that, if there was a fire a mile long, and she could see he!'
dear Jesus, and hear Him say, 'Come, My daughter, come;' she would
go to Him, for she went into chapel dead in her feelings, and naked
to be clothed, but. she came out full of joy and peace, and said that
she would be glad to go home to be with her Jesus. She was full, and
said many very precious things. In a day or two after she wrote me a
letter, wherein she said that she was not fit for the world, and, if the
streets were covered with gold, she could not stoop to pick it up, but
her sorrow was that she had to attend to business. I am very sorry
that I lost the letter your dear mother wrote to me at that time."
Her dear pastor called to see her a few days after, and found her
in a state of mind that she was quite lost to all things around and.
about her. Jesus had got her heart, and her affections were with Him
in heaven. But, after this sweet indulgence and blessed enjoyment of
the Lord's presence, she was again called to wade through the deep
waters of affiiction and sorrow, which proved to her a most heartrending dispensation indeed.
She had a dear little boy about six
months old whom she had been washing, and had just taken him from
the bath and was dandling him upon her knees, when she exclaimed,
"Ob, my clear little Reuben, I really think that I love you more than
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ever I have any of my children." I said to her, "My dear, if you
idolize that child too much, I think it very likely that it might be
taken from you." She replied, "Oh, if that were to be the case, I
am sure it would break my heart." In three days after, the dear little
object of her heart's affection was laid before her a lifeless corpse.
The grief and heartrending sorrow which she endnred under this
sore bereavement was truly painful to witness. The enemy of her soul
again assailed her to deepen the affliction by raising doubts and fears
in her mind respecting the eternal state of the dear babe's immortal
soul.
Just about that time some pieces had appeared in a monthly
magazine which were written by persons whom she believed to be
good men and servants of God, wherein they had asserted their belief
that there were children in hell that were not a span long. No one
can describe the agonies of mind which she endured under that
severe stroke j but, after I had read to her one of Horne's Biblical
criticisms on "Infant Salvation," her mind became more calm and
composed, and her doubts and fears respecting the dear child's safety
were removed. She was then enabled to kiss the rod of correction
and Him who had appointed it.
I have now to record another never-to-be-forgotten incident in her
experience, which occurred at a subsequent confinement j and what a
blessed contrast there was between the former and the one now to be
related! In this case that great adversary of her soul (who before
had so much harassed and distressed her) was not permitted to show
himself at all. Her Lord and. Saviour appeared and manifested
Himself to her in such a sweet and blessed manner that she was so
filled with joy and peace that her cup was filled to overflowing, and
every faculty of her mind was employed in blessiIJg and praising her
God for His goodness and mercy to her. Text after text of the most
blessed portions of the Word of God (too numerous to attempt tOo
mention) were continually flowing from her lips. It was truly wonderful to hear the sweet comments she made upon them, and the
numerous sweet hymns which she was enabled to sing with sweet
melody in her heart to the Lord. The dear departed one then became
very ill, and was literally brought down to the very verge of death
and of the grave.
Here I will insert the remaining portion of her dear friend's letter
to my daughter:" Your dear father will remember dear Mrs. RUSSELL'S illness after
a confinement, and sending to Lavant for me to come and sit up
with her. That was a special time of love to her. She had been,
previously to her confinement, much in the dark; but our gracious
-and precious Saviour revealed Himself to her by the power of the
Spirit, so that she broke out to your dear father as he was on his
knees by her bed-side and asked him to pray, and he said, 'I
cannot.' She then began praying, singing hymns, repeating Scripture, and talkiIJg of the goodness and mercy of her God to her
never-dying soul. It was truly delightful to be with her. Once, during
the time I lived at Wilford, she wrote to me to say how much the
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Word had been blessed to her soul under the ministry of dear
Mr. HALLETT.
"With much love,
" SARAH PARSONS."
Another God-fearing female (now in glory), who sat under Mr.
PARSONS' ministry, for a considerable time during her illness walked
into Chichester in the evening, a distance of two and a half miles,
for the purpose of sitting up with the dear afflicted one, and back
again in the morning. When I wished to compensate her for so
doing, she most peremptorily refused to take one single farthing for
all the very valuable services she had rendered, stating, with tears
running down her cheeks, that the privilege she had enjoyed in being
with her, and hearing her heavenly conversation, mOTe than compensated her for what she had done. She said it was to her worth
a guinea a night to be with her, as it had proved such a time of
refi.'eshing to her own soul, which she hoped never to forget.
She was afterwards gradually restored to a tolerably good state of
health, and those sweet enjoyments were as gradually ,vithdrawn
from her. She was then again brought forward to battle with the
cares and anxieties of a large family, with the frowns of Providence
and a host of the vicissitudes of life pertaining to this wilderness
state and dispensation, added to which were the workings of her
corrupt nature, the unbelief of her heart, and the hidiBgs of her
Lord and Saviour's face. These things pressed heavily upon her at
times, and caused her to say and feel with the Apostle Paul, "'Ve
that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened." Whilst thus
exercised, she was one morning suddenly awaked from her sleep as
it were by an audible voice speaking the following words, "For I
am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
The powerful application of this blessed portion of the Lord's Word
left such sweetness and unction upon her soul, that she "vas again
melted down in love towards her kind Lord, who had thus again
remembered her in her time of need, and she "as enabled to live upon
this precious Scripture many days-in fact, she "ould frequently speak
(If it up till within a few days of her death. Shortly afterwards, another
severe conflict of a spiritual nature awaited her, having lost all her
sweet enjoyments by the withdrawal of the presence of the Lord. She
again began to find the powers of darkness assailing her, and she felt
very much the corruption of her heart, and the sinful state of her
nature, and was also very sorely tempted to curse and swear, and
blaspheme the name· of God. This temptation continued 'for a considerable period of time. Many times I, have seen the tears of grief and
sorrow of heart running down her ,cheeks on account thereof, and it
was with the greatest difficulty that she could persuade herself that
she had not actually given utterance to it, as it seemed to her that a
voice was heard speaking them within her.
The reader will find a better description of this dreadful temptation
than I can attempt to write in Mr. HUNTINGTON'S "Kingdom of

The Gospel M agazi1ze.

427

Heaven Taken by Prayer," he having been tempted in the same way for
fourteen months (the same temptation recurred some years afterwards,
but not with the same degree of po,",:er as before). Satan, the accuser
of the brethren, ever on the alert, took occasion to cast another of
his fiery darts at her, by accu~ing her of having sinned wilfully against
the Lord, and brought the following text of Scripture to cast her down,
"For if we sin wilfully after having received the knowledge of the truth,
there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking
for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries" (Heb..x. 26, 27). This, text caused her great anxiety and trouble
for a considerable time, and great searchings of heart. ~he was then
led to hear Mr. HALLETT speak at Zion Chapel (as mentioned in her
friend's letter) from the words, "But, beloved, we are persuaded better
things of you, and things which accompany salvation, though we thus
speak." Thus the snare was broken, and the poor captive delivered
from all her fears, and joy and peace again flowed into her soul like
a river, and she was for a season enabled to go on her way rejoicing.
(To be continued.)

PROFANATION OF THE SABBATH.'"
LWe beg to call special attention to the annexed important and but
too truthful leafiet.-ED. ]
THAT the observance of the Sabbath day is of perpetual obligation upon
all mankind, as a day of rest from secular employments, is abundantly
proved by the fact that those nations which pay little or no regard to
it are, sooner or later, blighted by God's disapprobation of their god!essness. The experiment made by France to observe every tenth day
illstead of one in seven ended in a clear proof of the absolute necessity
for the correct observance of God's ordinance. Physically and mentally,
man requires one day in every seven for rest and cessation from labour:
and, where this rule is not observed, the law of nature which underlies
it is sure to vindicate itself in the punishment of those who break it.
Those who live in quiet rural districts can form but a faint and
inadequate idea of the extent to which the Lord's day is desecrated in
most large towns. London, perhaps, according to its size, is hardly a
greater transgressor in this respect than most towns of any extent; yet
ome would probably be surprised to learn that, if the shops open constantly on Sunday in London alone were placed side by side in a line,
they would ex~nd for a distance of several miles. The law provides
for the sale of fish, milk, and other perishables; but it also winks at the
sale of tobacco, meat, groceries, bread, and, indeed, almost everything
else. In fact, any tradesman, be he fruiterer or draper, or in almost
any other line, can open his shop on Sunday morning, and keep it open
as long as he pleases with impunity.
Turning in another direction, the cry of the people for "innocent
amusements" is making itself heard; and the response is in the form of
At Manchester
Sunday bands, the opening of picture galleries, &c.
the Sunday Band Association is actively engaged every Sunday, and

* Price Is. per 100, or 8s. per 1,000, post free, from W. vVilemall, St. Ann's
Road, Stamford Hill, London, N.
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plays operatic pieces as well as "sacred" music. Several thousands of
people are said to attend these performances. But far more sad, and
far more significant, is the actioJ?- taken by Canon Basil Wilberforce,
Rector of St. Mary's, Southamptou, who has opened his grounds for the
performances of a military band on Sunday afternoons, offering to pay
the expenses of the committee. At the first of these performances
Canon and }frs. Wilberforce were present, with the curates, promenading
the grounds. Thus the so-called Church is assisting the world in the
desecration of God's day of rest.
In London the Sunday League pursues its work with alarming success.
In order to know actually what was taking place, we, one Sunday afternoon recently, went from Gower Street,' after school, into Regent's
Park. Here was an excellent brass band, surrounded by thousands of
people, playing selections of sacred music. A small charge was made
for admission into the more respectable circle, thus making a trade
matter of it. Among the crowd publications and eatables were freely
sold. These gatherings, which are largely patronised by the upper classes,
and by ministers of different bodies,. are said to be for the purpose of
"elevating and purifying" the minds of the people.
Well, and what harm is there in them? As this question is so
frequently asked, we need not evade it, or shrink from answering it.
'We are not of those who say that the unregenerate may just as well be
thus employed as employed in any other way, on the ground that
whatever they do is sin. On this pernicious principle a man may give
himself up to the vilest crimes that ever debased humanity. Just
because a man is not capable of spiritually worshipping the Most High,
shall he recklessly run into all manner of sin on the ground that he can
do nothing but sin? We shudder at the thought. Better, far better,
in onr poor judgment, that all men, of all classes in society, should pay
a formal and outward respect to the Sabbath, by abstaining from
secular pursuits and by attending a place of worship, than that they
should give themselves up to carnal and worldly amusements on that
day. So far as this world is concerned, morality brings its own reward:
and, though morality in itself can never save a soul, it is surely a dishonour to God to speak of morality, either from the pulpit or the press,
as if it really mattered very little whether a man "Were moral or the
reverse.
A natural man surely is more happy when sober than when
rolling in the gutter under the influence of drink. An ungodly man is
fJor better fulfilling the ends of his existence when at home by his
cheerful fireside, in the company of his wife and children, than when
spending his money, drowning his health, and destroying his soul in a
public-house.
And then, again, what is the influence on society of this Sabbath
profanation? If a bushel of rotten potatoes is put in a heap by themselves, they will simply lie and perish; but if put among a number
of sound potatoes, they will quickly corrupt the whole mass. Is not
this precisely the case with Sunday pleasure? The nation is rapidly
becoming leavened with the spirit which would secularize our day of
rest, and render it on a level with the Sundays of France and Spain;
and the energies of many of the people of God seem to be paralysed
by the idea that, because the wicked are wicked, they may as well
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be engaged and perish in pleasure and amusement as in positive wickedness. But what do we owe to society 7 What do we owe to our childnn?
Is it nothing to a professing parent that his children wander, unchecked
by any paternal frown, in woods, and fields, and parks on the Sabbath 7
Is this bringing them up "in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord" 7 Children of God, by the allegiance you owe to your Master,
the love you owe to your children, the duty you owe to your nation,
you are bound, so far as in you lies, to use your influence in checking
the godlessness, the intemperance, the love of pleasure, the profanity,
the atheism,- and the idolatry of the age. When we' see the public
dens of iniquity crowded on Sabbath evenings with male and female,
young and old, respectable and ragged, our blood boils with painful
shame, and our heart is ready to burst with sorrow that our energies
are too contracted, our time too limited, and our arm too short to
take a little moralizing influence, if not.hing more, into our crowded
alleys and streets, and to show a little human mercy to those who have
no pity upon themselves.
God will not long be mocked by our Sabbath profanation. His
voice is heard by a few; His uplifted arm is disregarded by the
many. Our sins as a nation are loudly calling for the judgment of
God upon u~. It will be our mercy if we are enabled to besiege the
throne of God's grace for the averting of the national calamities called
for by our national sins. May we all be brought to discountenance
every attempt, to secularize the weekly day of rest. Our national privileges and our sociaL blessings are becoming seriously imperilled by
the increasing spirit of worldliness and love of pleasures that offend
our eyes wherever we turn.
The day of rest is a universal blessing to man and beast. An outward observance of it by a nation is a sure mark of Protestantism
and national prosperity: its profanation is a sure mark of Popery and
adversity. Socially, the degree of outward respect paid to the Lord's
day is an indication of the standard of morality attained. Individually,
a due regard for this weekly resting-day brings its own reward. God
has often blessed a man who, for conscience and example's sake, has
kept his shutters closed on the Sunday, in the midst of a crowded
thoroughfare, in which Sunday traffic had been the rule previously;
and He has often withered the prospects of men who, from love of
gain, have first opened the side-door, then the shop-door, then one
shutter or two, and, finally, have not scrupled to fully open their shops
for some hours on the day which should have been a day of rest.
Let all young people especially commit to memory, and ever remember the maxim of Sir Matthew Hale, and be assured that they will
:find the honest judge's words true" A Sabbath well spent brings a week of content,
And health for the toils of the morrow;
But a Sabbath profaned, whate'er may be gained,
Is a certain forerunner of sorrow."

W.W.

WR ha'{lO a'i> ID\ld'\. need of the Spirit to \C\trlOllgUllOll. O\u grace\; a,;
we have need of the Spirit to bring forth our. graces.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF AN OLD DISCIPLE NOW AT REST;
QR, A SHORT A0COUNT OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF
ORTON, OF FOLESHILL, NEAR COVENTRY.

~1R.

MATTHEW

FROM my earliest childhood I knew the subject of these recollections.
He was well known also to my now sainted mother, and likewise to
her father, who was a God-fearing man. vVe were each in our turn
intimately acquainted with him.
He ,,-as a man well schooled in
the things of Christ j indeecl, these things were his almost constant
theme.
See him when you would, under all and every circumstance, his one chief subject was Jesus only.
I have never yet, as
far as memory serves me, come in contact with a person more
spiritually minded, more lively in divine matters than he was. I
believe one of the chief reasons of this (under God's blessing) was
his study of and extensive acquaintance with the Scriptures of truth.
In his youthful days he was favoured, for a short period, to attend
the ministry of that bold and uncompromising champion for a covenant
salvation for a covenant people, the late ,Villiam Nwm, of blessed
memory. (If any of the readers of the GOSPEL J\!AGAZIl-E have the
"Memoirs of the Rev. William N l1lm," they will find, on reference to
that work, pages 79 to 90, that he was in this parish, Foleshill, about
three years.)
During Mr. N unn's short stay in Foleshill, Mr. Orton was one of
his constant hearers and warmest supporters. The free grace Gospel
Mr. Nunn preached was just suited to his (Mr. Orton's) needy condition as a poor, helpless, and undone sinner in the sight of a heartsearching and rein-trying God. :Many times have I heard him refer
to the' Saturday evening prayer-meeting which used to be held in the
vestry of the parish church, and also to the cottage prayer and conSomeversational meetings which were presided over by Mr. Nunn.
times, with evident pleasure, he would speak of Mr. Nunn's sermons,
addresses, faithfulness, and fearlessness in declaring the whole counsel
of God, irrespective of the smile or frown of the creature. Dear Mr.
Nuun's preaching roused the parish from end to end. He would dwell
with such clearness, and insist with such sonl-earnestness, upon the
eternal, all-comprehending sovereignty of the Lord·Jehonh in all His
works and ways, as set forth so brilliantly and blessedly in the election
of the whole Church of God, and of their final safe arrival in the
haven of endless rest, as that he quite gained the heart of Mr. Orton,
who was then but a youth. But what was so savoury, and suitable, and
precious to him, a self-emptied sinner, was distasteful indeed to the
worldly-wise, merit-mongering Pharisees. I haye heard him allude with
no small gratification to an epithet applied to Mr. N nnn by a certain
squire who lived in the parish at that time, and who was extremely
annoyed at Mr. Nunn's preaching and teaching. The squire called
him "a Calvinist bear." Would to God there were more such
preachers and pastors as dear vVilliam Nunn, both in the Established
Church and likewise in Dissenting places of worship at the present day.
While Mr. Nunn was in the parish Mr. Orton was much perplexed
ab0ut the meaning of the following Scripture, "Of how much sorer
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden
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under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant,
wherewith He was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite
unto the Spirit of grace 1 " (Heb. x. 29.) He thought that" the blood of
the covenant, wherewith He was sanctified," referred to the sinner
being sanctified by or with the blood of Christ. One day he told
Mr. Nunn his perplexity in connection with this portion of Scripture,
and asked him to explain it to him.
Mr. Nunn preached to him
Jesus, showing that the words, "the blood of the covenant, wherewith He was sanctified," applied only to Jesus as the Mediator, the
Head of the covenant of sovereign grace; that "the blood of the
covenant, wherewith He was sanctified," denoted his being set apart,
or appointed by God the Father to fulfil all the Mediatorial or substitutionary stipulations of that covenant, ratifying, confirming, and
sealing the whole with His own blood; and that it was utterly
impossible for a sinner chosen by God the Father, redeemed by Christ
the Son, and quickened by the Holy Ghost, to "tread underfoot the
Son of God" (finally and fatally), and to "count the blood of the
covenant, wherewith He [Christ] was sanctified, an unholy thing."
'When Mr. Nunn had finished his remarks on this passage, he (Mr.
Orton) fOtmd, as I have heard him say, that he had "got hold of the
wrong end of the stick."
This circumstance was the means, in the
Lord's hands, of setting his mind at rest respecting the meaning of this
and kindred Scriptures.
After l\1:r. Nunn left the parish, the subject of these recollections,
and others besides him, cliscontinned their attendance at the parish
church, because of the uncertain sound of the ministerial trumpet.
For some years he went to the Independent chapel, but in process
of time, in consequence of erroneous preaching, he and others who had
been formerly hearers of Mr. Nunn left the Independents and met
together in a private house, where he, by the help and blessing of
God, preached acceptably the Lord Jesus Christ as the Author and
Finisher of eternal salvation. After the lapse of a few years, circumstances transpired which we cannot here particularize, but over which
he had no control, and for which he was in no way responsible,
which led to the breaking up of the meeting held at the private
house referred to.
Before and after the death of his wife, my mother used frequently
to visit him on Sunday evenings, when they would converse and sing
together. Previous to separating he would read a portion of Scripture,
and then kneel down in his old chimney corner and pour out his soul
in prayer to God. On one of these occasions his wife, who was for
years a cripple suffering from chronic rheumatism, and who was a very
timid, trembling believer in the Lord Jesus, after lamenting her want
of faith, and expressing her fears respecting her interest in. the " covenant ordered in all things and sure," commenced shedding tears over
her physical and spiritual condition. Seeing 11er weeping, he said to her,
in his usual quaint manner, "Now, Nance, cheer up, and let us sing" 'Come, let our songs abound,
And every tear be dry ;
vVe're marching through Immanuel's ground
To fairer worlds on high.' "
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The death of his wife was a severe blow to him. He would say
sometimes, when alluding to her decease, that, although she was a poor
cripple, and consequently could not do hardly anything, he missed
her very much, not having her to converse with about the things of
God.
Mter his wife's departure from this world of sorrow he and his only
son lived together lmtil his son's marriage. Now he was left alone
in his little cottage. In this condition he lived till circumstances compelled him to go and reside with his daughter and her family. When
I removed from Coventry to Foleshill, I occasionally visited him, for
the purpose of holding spiritual intercourse and communion with him.
Generally before we parted either he would read a portion of Scripture and I would bow the knee in prayer, or I would read and he
would pray. For my part, I can testify that these seasons were often
most refreshing and sweet to my soul. The words of John Kent
express my feelings in review of these sweet meeting times"When saint to saint, in days of old,
Their sorrows, sins, and sufferings
told, .
Jesus, the Friend of sinners, deal',
His saints to bless was present
there.
"As members of His mystic frame,
Together met to bless His name,
'Vhile humbly at His feet we bow,
As God with us He's present now.

"Oh, bless'd devotion, thus to meet,
And spread our "ll"oes at His dear
feet,
Call Him our own in ties of blood,
And hold sweet fellowship with God.
"His former visits we recount,
On Mizar's hill and Hermon's
mount;
Yet still our souls desire anew
His sweetest, loveliest face to view."

Oh, ye saints of the Most High God, ye partakers of divine grace,
ye heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, when ye meet
together, let Christ and Him crucified be the chief topic of your conversation, and mark if you do not feel your hearts warmed, cheered,
refreshed, invigorated, and raised, again and again, above the trifles of
this perishing world. The Lord the Spirit help both writer and reader
to make this the one great concern and constant inquiry in connection with our contact with fellow belienrs in the Lord J eSllS while
here below-" Saw ye Him whom my soul loveth ~"
But to proceed. Visit him when I would, "e should rarely exchange
many words before he would be at his fa,ourite subject, the doings,
and sayings, and tmdertakings of a connant God. So well grounded
was he in the truth, and so richly taught, that it was profitable
indeed to be with him. Having a retentive memory, he could quote
Scripture very accurately. If when I was with him I experienced any
difficulty in quoting a portion of the 'Yord of God, he could and
would generally put me right. He was very apt at taking hold of
any passing circumstance and turning it to good account. I recollect
Qne Lord's day morning, when we were returning from the house of
prayer together, a baker's boy passed us carrying a joint of meat which
smelt very savoury. Mr. Orton instantly said, "How agreeable, and
pleasant, and attractive a savoury smell like that is to a hungry man
naturally! Just so it is spiritually with a living soul. How attractive, enticing, and alluring are the things of Jesus to a poor, empty,
spiritually-hungry sinner! As in the one case nothing short of per-
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sO'.lally partaking of SX',Toury, wholesome food can satisfy the natural
cravings, so in the other case nothing less than personal participation
-eating and drinking by faith the things of Jesus-can give experimental satisfaction to a poor believer sensible of his need of mercy."
At another time, when returning from chapel together, after expressing
himself as somewhat dissatisfied with the sermon, in consequence of the
preacher dwelling too much and too exclusively upon the misery and
destitution of the sinner, he said, "I may be as <lead in my feelings
as ditch water, and as flat as a pancake according to my apprehension of matters, but unless I'm preached up, notwithstanding all thi~,
,complete and perfect in Christ Jesus, it won't do for me."
Although a firm predestinarian, believing in the counsels, settlements, decrees, and sovereign, immutable purposes of the Lord Jehovah,
he by no means neglected the employment of 1t11 legitimate means for
the attainment of any object he had in view. As an instance of this
the following incident is given, which the writer well remembers. Some
two or three years previous to his decease, he was very much tried in
relation to temporal things. He came one morning before breakfast to
my house to ask me if I could find him something to do. He told
me of the various places he had been to iu quest of employment, but
all in vain. Said he, "I haven't been, nor do I want to go, to the parish
to ask for relief, if I can help it, being willing to work if I can get
it to do. I do not believe the Lord will suffer me to really come to
want, although I am reduced very low. He has sustained, and led, and
fed me for nearly eighty years, and I feel a confidence in my soul
that He will appear for me unto the end; and one reason I feel
confident of this is, the Lord has given me a disposition to go anywhere, or do anything I am able to do, so as to obtain sufficient for
the needs of the poor body. Yet, although I am assured the Lord
will supply my requirements from some quarter or other, I do not
believe in sitting with my feet in the ash-hole by the fireside and
singing' Jehovah-Jireh.' "
Thus spake the old man, verging upon eighty years of age. What
a refutation ,is this incident of the assertion sometimes made by
those that despise the doctrines of free, sovereign, unconditional
mercy and favour, that the belief of those doctrines ·tends to listlessness and carelessness of spirit and conduct!
Another circumstance is here given which serves to illustrate the
fact that Mr. Orton was a man of sterling integrity-a man upon
whose heart the truth of God had a sanctifying effect. One Lord's
Day evening, during the time he was in the midst of his temporal
difficulties, a friend ,,'alked part of the way home with him from
the house of God. Just as they were parting, this friend put half
a sovereign into his hand. Being dark, Mr. Orton could not tell
what it was. When he reached home, and found that it was half
a sovereign, he felt uneasy iu his mind, thinking a mistake had
been made. E:u'ly next morning he was at his friend's house to
know if he was aware of what he put into his hand the night
before. ",Vhen told that it was all right, he seemed quite overcome
at this unexpected interference of the Lord on his behalf. When
about to return homp, he said to his friend, "I must thank you
F F
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as the instrument for conveying this timely help, but I am obliged
to look through you to the Lord, and bless and praise Him for
disposing your heart to minister to the needs of such a poor, illdeserving creature as I am .." Many times has the friend alluded to
just now found, in connection with the bestowment of little gifts
upon the departed one, the Master's words true, "It is more blessed
to give than to receive."
Mr. Orton was very careful in his observance of the Lord's Day.
This he did not do in a Pharisaic spirit j no, not by any means.
Oge Lord's Day evening a relative went to see him, and, during
the time he .was with him, talked about nothing else but worldly
things. When this relative was leaving, Mr. Orton said to him,
"Now, - - , it has been a long. time since you came to see me, and
let me tell you I hope it will be a longer time before you come to
see me again upon the Lord's Day, unless you can find something
better to talk about than worldly matters. I have enough of the
world during the week, and I will not talk about it on the Lord's
Day."
But to come now to his last illness and death. The immediate
cause of death was cancer at the back of the neck, hehind the left
ear. This made its appearance first in a small hard substance. For
some months he took no notice of it, as it caused no pain whatever.
After it began to pain him he sought medical advice. The doctor
examined it, and told him what he believed it was, and suggested
taking it out, but this he would not consent to. In course of time
it became so painful, and discharged so much, that he was prevented
altogether from attending the house of God. For some months prior
to his death I visited him generally every alternate Saturday evening,
and sometimes oftener.
On one of these occasions, he told me he had been favoured with
some sweet meditations upon these words, "Who 0/ God is made unto
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption"
(1 Cor. i. 30). He dwelt specially on the words, "who of God,"
referring to the eternal settlements and covenant purposes of the Lord
J ehovah in making the Lord Jesus Christ the wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption of poor, guilty sinners, himself among
the number. After talking very sweetly for some time of this Scripture, and the blessings flowing out of it, he seemed exhausted, and laid
his head on a pillow he had on the table by the fireside, saying,
"Now, John, my lad" (he often addressed me in this familiar manner).
"I must leave off, and hear' what you've got to say about this matter.'
I tried to speak a little of the eternal blessedness arising from
that branch of the subject "righteousness," quoting the words, "He
hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might
be made the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. v. 21). He
soon raised his head from the pillow and commenced speaking again,
in a sweet experimental strain, of the Lord Jesus Christ as the
Substitute and Surety of His people.
On another occasion, when I went to see him, he was in bed,
being very weak and weary from pain and sleeplessness. I went
upstairs gently, not wishing to disturb him if he might be a~lecp.
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I opened his bed-room door very quietly, so that he should not hear
me. After standing silently watching him for some little time, he
. opened his eyes, and when he saw me, he was rather startled for
the moment. Recovering himself, he said, in his usnally blunt, uncere·
monious manner, "~Why, you come creeping in like a thief and a
robber." I seated myself by his bed-side, and asked him how he felt
in body. He replied, "Very unwell indeed. I feel as if my poor old
bellows" (he meant his breath) "were almost worn out. I have felt
several times during the day as if" (as we sometimes say) "one gentle
tap would close the poll; and I have prayed the Lord again and
again to give me that gentle tap, and bid the breath leave my body,
for I long to be gone and bid adieu for ever to this suffering, sinful,
and corrupt tabernacle." I repeated Job's words, ." All the days of my
appointed time wi.ll I wait till my change come" (Job xiv. 14).
" Ah !" said he, "I mnst wait the Lord's time, bnt waiting work is
hard work in the midst of severe bodily afHiction."
After some further conversation, he said, clasping his hands together as
he spoke, "Oh, the mercy, that a poor wretch like me should be blessed
with a good hope through sovereign grace of joining the glorified hefore
the throne in singing, 'Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and
His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.'''
He spoke at this time in such a God-glorifying, blessed manner as fully
evinced the fact that he had not "followed cunningly-devised fables,"
but was firmly assured that the Lord was able to keep that which he,
r, poor sinner, had committed unto Him against that day, as Paul
says. He made inquiries about one who had recently departed, a
dear child of God with whom he had been for some years acquainted,
a man of sweet simplicity in divine things, and well taught in eternal
verities. He said they had had many profitable conversations together,
and he little thought that Mr. L--, who appeared to be a man of
good health and likely to live for many years, would have passed
away to his rest before him.
Before leaving he requested me to spend a few minutes in prayer
with him. I knelt by his bed-side and felt liberty and access at the
throne of grace in his and my own behalf. I prayed the Lord, if it
were His will, to grant him a happy and speedy issue out of his
sufferings, and that at evening time it might be light. When I had
ended, he said, "Amen." As I was shaking hands with him, previous
to returning home, he said, "If anyone asks you how I am, tell them
I am very ill in body, but well in soul, resting upon the blood,
the obedience, the righteousness, the finished and complete work of
Christ, trusting in the promise and oath of a covenant God, and
that I feel sure I shall
" 'see His face,
And never, never sin;
And from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in.'''

Again I visited him. He found much difficulty in speaking, in
consequence of the ravages of the disease from which he was sufF F 2
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'fering, his mouth being drawn considerably out of form.
"I shall speak plainer by-and-byeH

He said,

'Then in a nobler, sweeter soug,
I'll sing Thy power to save,
When this poor lisping, stammering tongue
Lies silent in the grave.'

"I will speak His praise for all His goodness and mercy to me,
if I die in the attempt." Other Christ-exalting sentences fell from
his lips. This was the last time I saw him alive. I went after
this to see him, but, as he was in bed and appeared to be sleeping, I came away without seeing him. Two or three days before
his death his appetite, which up till then had been good, failed him.
Mter this he sank rapidly. It was his desire (if the Lord's will)
that he might depart in his sleep. This desire was granted.
The last night of his continuance in the flesh, his daughter went
into his bed-room several times to look at him. He seemed to be
sleeping soundly. The last time she went, he was gone. There was no
disarrangement of the bedclothes, hence it would seem as if he passed
out of time into the presence of God without a single stmggle. Blessed
transition!
Some few days before his departure he told his daughter that she.
nor her children, nor any of his friends, were to weep when he was gone,
but to sing" Why do we mourn departed friends,
Or shake at death's alarms 1
'Tis but the voice that Jesus sends
To call them to His arms."

The whole of this hymn was -sung at his funeral.
He left directions for his mortal remains to be laid with those of his
wife, who had died fifteen years previously. This was attended to. The
day on which he was buried was extremely cold and wintry. As we
sat in the parish church during the reading of the burial service, I
thought of dear Mr. Nunn and bis labolUs in that place, and of how
death laid his icy hand on first one and then another, making no exception. In connection with one's thoughts these words came forcibly
to the mind"Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons' away;
They fly forgotten as a dream
Dies at the opening day."

Lest it might be supposed by some that the subject of these recollections was one who had no fears at any time respecting his interest
in Christ, I would mention a remark which fell from his lips some
years back, and which has served many times to encourage me to hope
still in the Lord. It was to the following effect: "Mter all I have
hoped I have felt and realized of the grace of God, and after all the
sweet manifestations of my interest in Christ Jesus by the revealing
of the Holy Ghost, such at times is my felt sinfulness, wretchedness,
and misery, that I wonder whether I really know anything as it should be
known." Dear reader, if a father in Christ felt thus at times, need YOl1
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and I, who are such babes in divine knowledge, be surprised if we
have our fears and misgivings 1 Certainly not. We know that it is
no part of the work of the Holy Spirit to produce fear and distrust
in the heart of a believer iu Jesus; but still we know that all the
children of God at times are pestered with them. The many precious
"fear nots" in the Word of God settle the question with me beyond
a doubt.
Dear reader, in conclusion, allow me to say that what my friend was
he was by the grace of God. He would say again and again, "Not
unto us, 0 -Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for
Thy mercy and for Thy truth's saKe." "Mark the perfect man, and
behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace."
That the God of all grace may grant His blessing to any who may
read this short account of one whom I esteemed highly in the Lord
is the desire and prayer of the writer, who trusts he can say honestly
respecting his intercourse with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity and in truth" I love to meet among them now,
Before Thy gracious feet to bow,
Though vilest of them all;
But can I bear the piercing
thought,
What if my name should be left
out
When Thou for them shalt ca1l1
..... '"

,r Let me among Thy saints be found

Whene'er th' archangel's trump shall
sound,
To see Thy smiling face;
'fhen loudest of the crowd I'll sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring
With shouts of sovereign grace."

J.

Foleshill.

BURTON.

THE NARROW WAY.
IT is a straight path that lies between a loose profession and a legal
working; but the soul that is blessed with a divine unction from above
has a sufficient Leader to lead him into all truth. This I found in
my own experience, when my judgment was much confused, and my
understanding very much beclouded; for, if the legalist got hold of me,
and I drank into his spirit, then I fell to work at mortifying my
corruptions in my own strength. Temptations then began to operate,
sin prevailed, and I got into bondage, and found enmity to God Himself
spring up in my heart. And if, on the other hand, I listened to some
doose professors, who prated about faith, while they ridiculed heartwork, and lived as the world does, then I lost my peace and comfort;
but, blessed be God, I felt an inward Teacher, who guided me when I
,could not see my way. Surely this fulfils the promise, "The wayfaring
men, though fools, shall not err therein" (Isa. xxxv. 8).-Huntington.
"There is a path that leads to God,
All others go astray;
Narruw, but pleasant, is the road,
And Christians love the way.
" What thousands never knew the road!
What thousands hate it when 'tis known!
None but the chosen tribe of God
Will seek and choose it for their own."

I
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A LETTER FROM: ONE OF THE OLD SCHOOL.

. My DEAR SON IN THE FAITH OF OUR DEAR LORD JEsus,-I can
truly say that I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy, proceeding
from that charity which is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, and which is
~esirous of and seeks after the welfare of those it fixes upon. Knowmg your timid disposition, and your wish aud endeavour to live in
peace, and being persuaded that the fear, faith, and love of God are
in, your heart, I view you as a lamb in the midst of wolves, surrounded
by hypocriti:;al- professors of religion, by open enemies to the truths of
God, and by profane sinners. With these we never can have true peace.
If the fear, faith, and love of God cause us to make an honest, open,
and consistent profession of the truth as it is in Christ, the Scripture
declares that "all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." When Christ sent His disciples out, He commanded them,
when they entered into an house, to say, "Peace be to this house;" and
He then observes, "If the Son of peace' be there, their peace should
rest upon. it." But where there were enemies to God, His cause and
truth, they were to expect rejection and persecution. In this awful day
of false light and false profession, a faithful minister and an honest
Christian cannot but be men of contention. The Scriptural e~hortation
is, to "contend earnestly for the faith [or truth, the blessed object of
faith] once delivered to the saints." Truth is eternal and immutable.
It can never alter with the times.
Men's opinions of what is truth
may, do, and must vary; but the religion of a true Christian does
not consist of sentiments, but of sensations. He receives an unction
from the Holy One, and is taught to compare the work of God upon
his heart with the Word of God in His Scriptures, and thus he is
guided into all truth, and his heart is established with grace. The
work of the ministry, as well as the experience of a private Christian,
is compared to a warfare, and the high reasonings and lofty imaginations of the human heart are some of the principal enemies that the
weapons of the Gospel are directed against. Where these are brought
down, peace ensues; but where these are suffered to continue, war or
contention will abide. Blessed be God, you know the sweet effects of
the reception of truth in the love of it. It produces love, joy, and
peace; "faith in the Lord Jesus, and love to all the saints" is the
native product of it: but in those that reject it, pride, self-conceit,
enmity, confusion, and every evil work. The great Peace-maker and
Peace-preacher was a man of contention all His days. These are His
own words: "Think not that I am come to send peace upon earth,
but a fire and a sword," &c. Yet He never visited His disciples but
He brought the olive branch in His mouth, "Peace be unto you." And
as it was then, so it is now. Wherever there ,is a predestinated son
of peace, in God's due time, and by His power accompanying the
weapons of the Gospel, all his pride, unbeliet~ supposed wisdom, prejudices, imagined will and power, and everything that exalts itself
against the knowledge of Christ is brought down, the joy of God's
salvation enters, and peace ensues; and such will ever" love the truth
and peace."
.Oh, my dear friend, may the Almighty enable you to abide
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steadfastly by the glorious truths of His eternal Gospel, and establish
you in the faith wherein you have been taught, and- "cause you
to abound therein with thanksgiving to God. And be in nothing
terrified by your adversaries, which is to them an evident token of
perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God." Amen and
amen.
Yours affectionat~ly,
July 18th, 1836.
S. TURNER.
THE INHERITANCE AND ITS TITLE.
" When I can read my title clear
To mansions in the skies,
I'll bid farewell to every fear,
And wipe my weeping eyes."

ST. PETER, in his first Epistle, i. 4, tells us of " an inheritance which
is incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away." Now, where
there is an inheritance, a clear title is needed. Our title to death is
sin, and it is a clear title. (Compare Genesis ii. 17; Ezekiel xviii. 20;
Romans vi. 23.) But, if sin be our title to death, the question comes,
Did anyone ever live who never sinned1 Yes, there was One who
could say, "Which of you convinceth Me of sin 1" (John viii. 46.)
"The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me" (John
xiv. 30). St. Peter, when writing his first Epistle, could say of Him,
"Who did no sin" (1 Peter ii. 22). The second question comes, Did
the sinless One die,1 See the answer, Romans v. 6. What gave Him a
title to death 1 He became our Surety (Reb. vii. 22), and "He
was wounded for our transgressions" (Isaiah liii. 5). He was "made a
curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13); He "was delivered for our offences, and
was raised again for our justification." Iu St. Paul's second Epistle to the
Corinthians, in the fifth chapter and twenty-first verse, we read, "For
He bath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin j that [and here
is our title] we might be made the righteousness of God in Him."
Yes, Christ's last words on the cross were, "It is finished" (John xix. 30)'.
Upon His finished work we rest, and our title is clear, so thaf St. Paul,
in the first verse of the fifth chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, says,
" Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ." In the first verse of the eighth chapter he says,
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus." Though the' clearest titles to earthly treasures may fail,
the title of the weakest believer can never fail, for Christ says of His
sheep, "I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand" (John x. 28); and
St. Paul says, "For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, uor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord" (Rom. viii. 38, 39).
E. G.
THY trespasses are daily, and yet one trE!spass is sufficient to darken
sll thy expectations of glory, but for the re-application of the blood of
aprinkling.
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ROME'S POLICY AND ARTIFICE.
AT the present most critical crisis of our Church and nation, our
readers would do well to read the late Dean Goode's invaluable
.work upon "ROME'S TACTICS." Therein he shows most plainly, from
official documents, how Rome carries into practice, in every possible
way, and by ~he most subtle means and devices, her awowed principles (so-called) of "the end justifying or sanctifying the means;"
that is, she may do whatsoever she pleases, to an utter indifference of
aU rules of right or wrong, if so be the advance and progress of Rome
can be furthered thereby. The Jesuitism of Rome (with all her pretensions to Ranctity, good works, fleshly crucifixions, and the like) is
the endorsement and justification of every species of iniquity, provided
that by such a course she lengthens her cords and strengthens hel'
stakes, With all the sophistical arguments and pious pretensions of
Romanism, this is her real character, as proved by her own documents and by her actual doings during her existence of well-nigh
twelve hundred and sixty years,
DR. MANNING says :-" If ever there was a land in which work is to
be done, and perhaps mnch to suffer, it is here. I shall not say too much,
if I say that we have to subjugate and subdue, to conquer and rule,
an imperial race; we have to do with a will which reigns throughout
the world as the will of old Rome reigned once; we have to bend or
break that will which. nations and kingdoms have found invincible
and inflexible. . . . Were heresy conquered in England, it would be
conquered throughout the world. All its lines meet here, and therefore in England the Church of God must be gathered in its strength."
-Tablet, August 6th, 1859.
CANON OAKLEY says :-" The Catholic Church is getting to feel its
true dignity and right position in this country. ·What we of course
aim at, in God's good time and way, is to be, as "\le have once been,
the dominant Chw"ch of England. "''le had gradually, under the pressure
of the penal laws, forgotten our place in the world as God's only
Church. 'rVe had been snubbed so successfully, tbat we thought it gain
even to make common cause with the sects of yesterday, and pinning
ourselves to their sleeve, to get, if it might be, a share in the poor
pickings of concession which, with mighty professions and small fruit,
were from time to time vouchsafed to us. What can bave led Catholics
to detach themselves from this ignoble, though profitable alliance,
except a growing consciousness of their true strength and nobility 1"
-Tablet, May 14th, 1859.
TUE Editor of the Ramble?' s"ys :-" You ask, if the Roman Catholic
were lord in the land, and you were in a minority, if not in numbers,
yet in power, what would he do to you 1 That, we· say, would entirely
depend upon circumstances. If it would benefit the cause of Catholicism, he would tolerate you; if expedient, he would imprison you,
banish you, fine you; possibly he might even hang you. Bc assured
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of one thing, he would never tolerate you for the sake of the glorious
principles of civil and religious liberty."-Ramble1', September, 1851.
A TENDER MORSEL FROM ROl\IE.-Considering the end of man and
the purposes of civil society, murder and robbery are light crimes, and
the spread of epidemic diselse of no consequence, in comparison with
the crime which Luther and Calvin perpetrated when they revolted
from the Church.-Tablet, January 27th, 1877.
WE are contending (as our adversaries know full well) for the extirpation of Protestant opine and practice; not merely in the Church
itself, buL throughout England.
We do not care one solitary
straw whether a man preaches in surplice, gown, or shirt sleeves, so
long as he does not preach any kind of Protestantism.--Chlti'ch Times,
March 24th, 1872.
NEWS FROM ROME.
I HAVE already told you that very great satisfaction has been
expressed at the Vatican at the appointment of Lord Ripon. It is
observed there that the numerous Catholic missions existing in India
give a great importance to Catholic interests in that country; and
~uch is hoped in regard to their extension in power, number, and
mflnence from the appointment in question. Remarks to the abov:e
effect have not only suggested themselves to the rulers of the Apostohc .
Court generally, but have been made by the Pontiff himself, who takes
the greatest interest in all that tends to the possible extension of the
Catholic Church in countries beyond the present pale of Christendomso much so, that the Holy Father and his most trusted advisers are
n~w busy with devising the best means of entering into communication
WIth the new Governor with a view to placing under his special protection the Catholic missions and the interests of the Catholics
generally in India.-Lonclon Pape1·.
MR. SPURGEON ON THE APPOINTMENT OF THE NEW
INDIAN VICEROY.
AN invitation having been sent to Mr. Spurgeon to attend a meeting
at ~xeter Hall, to memorialize the Queen and to petition Parliament
agamst the appointment of the Marquis of Ripon as Viceroy of India,
on the ground of his being a Roman Catholic, Mr. Spurgeon writes
to sa!: "My hands are more than full, or I would attend the meeting.
I thmk Mr. Gladstone has made a great mistake in appointing a
Roman Catholic Viceroy in India. So lonO' as the Law of Settlement
is in force, it seems to be involved in the Protestant succession to
the thr~ne that all Viceroys should be Protestants also. Our predecessors Judged from painful experience that Papists would not allow
them their liberties if they mounted the throne, and, therefore, they
excluded them. I do not think that the English people are prepared
to remove this safeguard, and, while it remains, it seems clear to
me that Her Majesty's Viceroys must not be Catholics. On this and
other grounds I am extremely sorry that the present Government should
thus expose itself to just criticism, and grieve its own supporters."

442

The Gospel lVIagazim.
(![:.ort.e~1J'~ltb.entt.

INDIA AND THE MISSIONARY MEETING.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR: DOUDNEY,-You have asked me to give you my reminiscences of the annual meeting of the Church Missionary Society in
May, 1860, at which the late lamented Sir Herbert Edwardes spoke.
It is impossible to put into words the feelings which his noble
Christian testim9ny called forth. .As I listened to him my mind went
back to the time when he, a comparatively young and untried man, only
a subaltern in the old East India Company's army, was stationed in the
Punjaub as a political agent at the court of one of the native princes;
that, when so stationed, he suddenly received the intelligence of the
murder of Lieutenant Anderson and his co-envoy at Mooltan, under the
connivance of Moolraj; that then he raised, equipped, and drilled a
body of two thousand horsemen, whom he led to Mooltan to take
part in the sieg'e of that city; and that, on the conquest of the
Punjaub, he was appointed to a post of great importance in
the administration of that province. When the Mutiny broke
out he was found at his post, having been promoted by the
Queen to a full colonelcy in her army for his bravery and administrative abilities. And now w.hat his conduct 1 He was known by the
natives of the Punjaub as a Christian. All the rulers of that province,
the Lawrences, Sir Henry Montgomery, Colonels Reynell, Taylor,
and Rowlandson, were men who not only called themselves Christians,
but who showed that they were so .by supporting missionary effort
and by Fuling the territory committed to their charge upon Christian
principles. What followed 1 When the Mutiny broke out the Punjaub
was quiet. Its fierce inhabitants had become peaceful tillers of the
land; the bigoted Sikhs saw and owned the beauty of Christianity;
and hence the rulers of the province were enabled to send all their
English soldiers to the relief of Luclmow. It was from the Punjaub
that Haveloek commenced that march that terminated only with his
death at that city. It was from the Punjaub that that band of warriors
issned that stopped the tide of the Mutiny, and then assisted in finally
que11i[ilg it. But why say all this 1 It is to remind the readers of
these pages of the words of Sir Herbert Edwardes, and to give emphasis
to the same: "It was the Lord's doing. vVe sought to honour Him
in the Punjaub: Be honoured us in our work for Him."
Well do I remember the slight form of the speaker, as he stood on
the platform of Exeter Hall, his pale face, his keenly intelligent features,
his burning words, his kindling enthusiasm as he described how he
and his brother officers in the Punjaub had striven to do the Lord's
work there, how He had kept that province quiet, and how He had
enabled them to send relief, to their friends and brethren living in
those parts that were devastated by the mutineers. And now" he being
dead, yet speaketh." He says now to us, "Honour the Lord of hosts
in India. Serve Him there, and He will honour you, in enabling you
to serve Him, and in permitting you to be His instruments in carrying
out His gracious purposes."
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And what would either Sir Herbert or any of the others whom I
have mentioned feel, were they now living, at the fatal appointment
of the Marquis of Ripon ~ Such an appointment they would unanimously
condemn, both upon Christian and political principles.
Let, then, the readers of these pages ever pray that there may never
be wanting in the Punjaub men who shall rule that province as Christians
in deed and in trlJth.
Believe me, yours affectionately,
Knowle Road, May 27th, 1880.
W. HUNT PAINTER.
THE LATE FIRE AT THE "CITY PRESS."
[FROM the many kind and congratulatory epistles upon the above
event, rwe quote that of our old and venerable correspondent, the
beloved Dr. HEWLETT. Truly the rescue was marvellous. The more
calmly we have considered the matter since its occurrence, the more
apparent has been the Lord's most merciful hand in the whole affair.
One who was present, and to whom, under God, 'ye owe our escape,
has agaill and again written to us upon the subject, and says he can
neither think nor speak of it without" tears of thankfulness." We like
the expression. It bespeaks a grateful recognition of interposing mercy.
In a letter to Mr. vV. H. COLLINGRIDGE, a friend who was present asks
after the Editor's arm; for, in his endeavour to get him away from the
burning fabric, he said it looked as if Mr. COLLINGRIDGE would have
"pulled the arm out of its socket." This will give some idea of the
emergency. As stated elsewhere, the scene is verv graphically represented
in Old Jon(~than for the present month; and,' per~onally, we shall be
glad if Messrs. Collingridge will issue that illustration all plate paper,
in order that those who wish to perpetuate the remembrance of so
gracious a deliverance may have it framed, and thus be reminded of
"how great a matter a little fire kindleth." By the bursting of a pint
of the oil of aniseed, beside the sacrifice of human life, nearly £60,000
worth of property was destroyed.-ED. ]

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,-I only received my Magazine on
Saturday, and had no time to read it till yesterday. I had no conception of anything like the wonderful deliverance that you and the
Messrs. Collingridge had. I did not know you were there. All that
I had heard of the fire was a few lines in a paper stating the burning
of the premises where the fire began, and that Messrs. Collingridge's
premises had suffered, but that they were enabled to bring out their
City Press as if nothing had happened.
How wonderfully the Lord's hand was displayed, as it always is, if
only we had eyes to behold it or hearts to think of it! Deeply
interesting are the first pages of your Magazine for this month, and
deeply interesting they will be in the years that are yet to come.
May our God give us all more of a spirit of grace and supplication
for mercy to our sinful land and rulers! May our God realize more
and more in your own soul Isaiah xxvi. 3.
With Christian love to you and yours, believe me,
YOUI' loving brother,
Astley Vicamge, J7tne 15th, 1880.
ALFRED HEWLETT.
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AT REST AT LAST, AND THAT FOR EVER!

To the Editor of the Gospel lVIaga.zine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I send you a few particulars respecting the
departure of one who was much attached to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for the truth's sake. Mrs. RACHEL PEARCE, my now glorified mother,
fell asleep on the 20th of May, at the ripe age of eighty-two years.
The child of ungodly parents, she gave little promise in early life
that she would ever experience a change of heart, and gave herself up
to those worldly amusements which are so congenial to the natural
heart. At the age of eighteen, she entered into the married state,
and a career of domestic happiness seemed opening out before her,
when her husband was suddenly snatched away. He was induced to
proceed on a voyage to Naples, from which he never returned, the
ship in which he sailed being lost in a storm.
Thus, at an age when many young persons bave barely quitted the
parental roof, my dear mother was left with two young children. This
was a severe affliction; but the Lord, who had thoughts of mercy
towards her, though she knew it not, overruled it for the good of her
BOul. She now fell under deep concern on account of sin, and so
altered was her outward deportment that one of her worldly acquaint<,nces ventured to ask her whether she thought she had "received
the call."
About this time she was induced to attend the ministry of the Rev.
Mr. CRANBROOK, the pastor of the Strict Baptist Church at Dover.
Through the instrumentality of that dear man of God, she was brought
to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and in due time was
proposed for Church membership, and united herself to that people.
This step gave great offence to her worldly acquaintances, all of whom
now forsook her, and she was left to struggle on as best she could.
On one occasion, when oppressed with a sense of her loneliness,
these words were applied: "Thy Maker is thy Husband: the Lord of
hosts is His name." This melted her soul, and, rising from the table,
sbe went upstairs and wept at the goodness of the Lord to one so
unworthy. At another time, when the voice of calumny had been
raised against her, she was much comforted by the promise, "No
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue
that riseth against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn."
A few years later, she was married to my father, who survives her;
and, although the path of tribulation has been their lot in this vale
of tears, tlll;y were nevertheless permitted to enjoy each other's society
for a period of upwards of fo~ty years, seeing eye to eye in the things
of God, taking sweet counsel together, and walking to the house of
God in company. My dear mother was a woman of a chastened
spirit, yet cheerful withal. She dearly loved a free grace Gospel, and,
as long as her strength was equal to the exertion, she was accustomed
to walk several miles on the 'Sabbath, in order to fill up her place in
the sanctuary.
Throughout bel' long life she was a diligent attendant on the means
of grace; and, when the infirmities of old age made their inroads upon
her constitution, I have seen her poring over the pages of the GOSPEL
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MAGAZINE, or perusing the Epistles of St. Paul, which were her
favourite study. The Editor's pieces and the "Wayside Notes" were
often made useful to her in seasons of trial and perplexity; and some
twelve years ago, while as yet she retained the use of her sight, she
always looked forward to the first of the month, which brought with
. it that ever-welcomed periodical. The deceased was much attached to
the children of God, no matter by what name they might be known
among men; and, wherever she saw the genuine marks of divine
grace in the life and character, there she at once felt an union of
spirit. Sh_e honoured the memories of such men as HUNTLTGTON,
JOHN '\VARBURTON, Dr. HAWKER, TIPTAFT, and other faithful servants
of Christ.
From her very first setting out in the ways of Zion, she was
firmly attached to the Calvinistic theology. The Lord led her that
way, and she desired no other. She used to say that, having tasted
the good old wine of the kingdom, she never had any desire for
the new.
She believed the Lord's people were chosen in Christ
from all eternity, and had a humble hope that she was amongst that
happy number. I well remember her exclaiming one day, "Though my
house be not so with God, yet hath He made with me an everJasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure."
At other times
she could not take such high ground, but merely hoped she should be
saved at last.
But I must hasten on to speak of her last moments. Rather more
than two years ago, the Lord began to loosen the pins of her
tabernacle. Speech ,vas almost wholly taken from her, and it was
with great difficulty that she could express her feelings, or make
herself intelligible to those about her. Her mind also became enfeebled, and, although she did not entirely lose the use of her limbs,
she had only just strength enough to walk from one room to another.
I shall never forget her last journey to the house of God. My dear
father thought he should never get her home without assistance, and
she fell down a few paces from the doorstep.
One could not but
admire her patient spirit in the midst of these afflictions. Not a
murmuring word escaped her lips, but she sometimes expressed a
longing desire to "depart and be with Christ, which is far better."
After being confined to her bed for six weeks, she was seized
with her mortal pains on the 12th of May. For one moment she
appeared to be favoured with a glimpse of the fnture state, for,
pointing to a corner of the room, she exclaimed, "Harriet is there!"
alluding to a daughter who died in Christ some twenty years ago.
But, after this, the enemy was suffered to assault her with all his
mltlice, constantly bringing before her mind the image of a deceased
child, who had caused her many a pang. This gave her illlUtterabJe
anguish of soul, and I earnestly entreated the Lord to explain why
this distressing thought was permitted so to trouble her in her last
moments, when these words were applied: "So then with my mind
I myself serve the law of God, but with my flesh the law of sin." I
then. saw that "that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit." Our blessed Lord, in the days of His
flesh, said, "The prince of this world cometh, and hath not,hing in
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Me." Neither hath he anything in the spirit of Christ which is in
His members; but he can work upon the poor carnal nature through
th~ natural affections, and this he did in the case of my poor
mother. Once or twice in her intervals of pain I asked her whether
Jesus was precious to her soul, and she instantly responded, "Yes;"
but she obtained no permanent relief. She hovered between life
and death for more than a weAk, all this time enduring much mental
distress as well as bodily suffering, and then quietly breathed out
her soul into the arms of her gracious Redeemer at twenty minutes
past thre~ on tIle morning of the 20th of May. It was noticed that
a tear stood in her eye at her departure-a fit symbol of that life
sorrow which had flung its deep shadow across her pathway; but
oh, sir, I feel I can apply to her the comforting words I find
recorded in Revelation xxi. 4: "And God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away."
Chalvey, May 26th, 1880.
ALFRED PEAReE.
"PATIENT IN TRIBULATION."
To the Editor oj the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Sm,-I herewith hand you a letter which I received from a
friend, a poor woman, near eighty years of age, who eight years ago
She is a
got a leg broken, and has been an invalid ever since.
labourer's wife, and I knew her, when a boy, as a Christian whom my
mother esteemed. She and her husband are, I believe, "heirs together
of the grace of life.", Praying the Lord's blessing may continue to rest
upon you as His servant, and upon your labour in His name and for
His sake,
I am, dear sir, yours in truth,
Swindon, Jan. ;21st, 1880.
R. P.
DEAR FRIEND,-May grace, mercy, and peace be with and in you,
in and throngh the dear Friend of sinners. I must greet you in that
blessed name which is above every name. There is no other name
whereby we can be saved. I do hope and trust, and sometimes believe,
that I am a living branch of the living Vine, as sometimes my inmost
soul is drawn out towards Him in loving affections, so that I can
embrace Him by preciolls faith, and am enabled to exclaim, "My
precious Jesus, Thou art mine for ever and ever-feelingly so." Oh,
what precious moments these are to my soul! These lines of the
hymn are just the language of my heart" Jesns is precious, saith the Word;
What comfort doth this truth afford!
And them that in His name believe
'Vith joy this precious truth receive."

Oh, how sweet when felt! He is the" Chiefest among ten thousand" then.
I do feel it while writing, and hope my dear friend will feel the same
when reading. I am often pleading with my dear Refuge at the mercyseat, where He waits to answer prayer, for Him to be with me to
direct, lead, and guide me in all my undertakings; to be as a wall of
fire round l.bout me, to protect me, to stir me up, to keep me watching
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unto prayer, and to keep His blessed fear alive in my soul. But I am
a wandering creature, so prone to start aside, and have much to mourn
over. If there was no mourning, no grieving on account of it, it
would be a bad sign. But what a mercy He does not spurn liS away!
still remembers us in lovingkindness and tender mercy. My prayer
to Him is, that He will teach me the whole truth as it is in Jesus,
and to live the truth, the Gospel truth, and that I may not be deceived
either by men or the enemy of souls. We may deceive our fellow
mortals, but we can never deceive the Lord. Oh, what fears I have
sometimes about it, lest I should be led wrong, or should wrest the
Scriptures, or put a wrong construction on them. I feel afraid to
read anything but the pure Word, lest I should be led wrong; and
this fear is the means of driving me to the Lord very earnestly to be
directed-that He will show me if I am wrong. These are the cravings
of my precious soul. I want to live more to the honour and glory
of His dear name. The INord declares," The path of the just is as
, the shining light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day;"
and, "grow up into Him in all things," and, "grow up like calves
of the stall." A person that I said this to said: "Ah! that is for
people to wonder and gaze, and think much of you." But I can't
agree with that. The grace of God humbles and melts us, crumbles
us, makes O\.lr hard hearts soft-not makes liS proud, but "my soul
shall make her boast in the Lord." That is what it teacheth, and" the
humble shall hear thereof and be glad." Oh, that we may be led to
"search the Scriptures, which are able to make us wise unto salvation "not measure ourselves by others, but by the 'Yord of truth; to taste
and handle those things of the good Word of life. I want to know it
for myself apart from anyone, and I think my friend is the Sfl.me way
of believing. Oh, may the dear Lord grant unto us a spirit of prayer
and supplication to be kept on our watch.tower, lest we enter into
temptation; and may He be pleased to grant us much heavenlymindedness, that we may make our requests known unto Him. He is
the DisposeI' of all hearts. I find He is the best to go to both for
temporals and spirituals. I have found Him to be a God hearing and
answering prayer in His own good time and way-not as we expect.
When one channel is shut another is opened. He can send by whom
He will; so I felt when I received your savoury letter; it cheered
our hearts.
He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him, them
that hope in His mercy." "A word in season how good is it!" The
Lord still makes good His promise to me. When I was first crippled,
which is eight years ago, He gave me this promise; "I will make
all thy bed in thy sickness," and, "I will make My goodness pass
before thee in the way," which were comforting words on a bed of
languishing, and I proved them true. Many administered to my
needs, and the Lord comforted me with blessed portions of His
Word.
But I must soon close. Many of your dear mother's words will
live in my memory at times as long as life lasts. I loved her dearly.
She was a wise counsellor, and had a meek and quiet spirit, which, in the
sight of God, is of great price. She is gone to the mansions of bliss,
which the dear Friend of sinners is gone to prepare for all them
(c
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that love Him in spirit and in truth. She seems before my eyes now,
as when your sister once said, "Mother, give Mrs. C-- that old dress
of yours." Her eyes brightened, and she said, "What a good thing
to have an int61·ceSS01"." I did not think much of the words at the
time, but they had an abiding place in my heart. They afterwards
came again, and I felt the truth of them; yes, a good thing to have
an intercessor on earth, but much more to have One in heaven. I
felt it so sweet. Ah! the time will come-who can tell how soon 1
Oh, that we may meet her in that blessed haven of rest, where there
will be no mor!l sorrow or sighing, or aching bones or hearts, of
which I have had a large share since my affliction. My poor limb
is very painful at times, and so is my chest, but I feel it a great
mercy to be able to hop along with my chair and to sit up a little.
Feel very dull, as I can't get out, but 'tis a mercy to have a cry
planted in my soul. Oh, that. we may be enabled to "follow on to
know Him whom to know is life eternaL" If we have the Spirit of
Christ, we have all things pertaining to life and godliness; but, if we
have not the Spirit of Christ, we are none of His. Solemn words
indeed!
My hushand joins in Christian love to you and yours.
Yours for truth's sake,

E. C.

The

It17~strated

Birthday
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Book. 'With Quotations from Longfellow.
London: "'IV. Mack.
OF the many birthday text books which are now published, this is
one of the most attractive and tasteful we have seen. The quotations are well selected; the illustrations are excellent'; the binding
remarkably good, opening with that freedom and elasticity which is
so specially desirable in works of this class. The whole is turned out
of hand most creditably, and must command a large sale.
Rays of Light. London:. Book Society.
THIS is a packet of very happily·chosen texts of Scripture, illuminated
on delicately-tinted cardboard. Unlike the usual run of printed illuminations, which display the utmost bad taste in colour and design,
these are good in both respects, and altogether charmingly executed.
Upwards of eighty thousand copies were ordered before printing, and
cannot fail to fulfil the expectations of the purchasers.
A Contrast; 01', New Ways and Old Ways. By W. P. COXHEAD,
Eastbourne. London: 'V. Wileman.-Excellent. Had we space, we
would gladly give copious extracts. As th~ price, however, is but
threepe.nce, "lye advise our readers to procure It for themselves.
The Dange?'ous Allicmce; 01', Jehoshaphat and Ahab. By" M. L. M."
London: J ames Nisbet and Co.-Weighty words, timely spoken. They
claim a hearing at the present most critical juncture of our Church
and nation.

I

'"'"

