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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in an~'
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

-./-

THE SIGHT Al'iD THE SATISFAOTION..
"As for me, I lcilt behold Thy face in righteousness,. I shall be
satisfied, when I awake, ldth Thy likeness."-PsALM xvii. 15.

AND depend upon it, dear reader, we shall never be satisfied till
then! Have whatsoever mall may, or let him attain to whatsoever position this poor world may afford, sure we are he will
never-no, never-be satisfied! Nay, as far as human things are
concerned, the more he has the less satisfied he is; the greater
his eart.hly possessions, the more ardent his longings for still
greater; and, as for worldly promotion, the higher he is, the yet
higher he wants to be. All human things are stamped with
"Vanity of vanities; all is vanity." Solomon learnt this, after a
well-tried and much-extended experience, !Lnd, as a lasting benefit,
he struck the key-note for all after-generations; yea, he left a
legacy-and an invaluable one, too-for myriads of learners in..
.... ' . every successive age. All men, without a solitary exception, have·
'--..-. had-and still will have-to learn this ·lesson in its negative form,
~d well indeed will it prove for all such as are led from the·
neg<:{"tive to the positive! In other words, happy indeed will those
eterITaJly be who have by grace divine, and under the mini,stry'
and power of the divine 'reacher, God the Holy Ghost, been led,.
by the discovery of the vain and ullsatisfactory nature of all:
earthly possessions or human attainments, to transfer theirthoughts and to set their affections upon that which can alone·
satisfy, even heavenly things and divine and imperishable realities!
Here is the source, the spring, the fountain, the ceaseless supply,
and the ultimate climax and fulness of all true satisfaction and
supernatural blessedness.
How strikingly is the negative of which we .have spoken presented in the verse immediately preceding that at the head of
this paper. 'The Psalmist having appealed to the Lord, and that
in connection with the trials, vexations, and adverse o-pinions to
which his high and exalted position as a king had subjected him,
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exclaims, " Arise, 0 Lord, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver
my soul from the wicked, which is Thy sword: from men which
are Thy hand, 0 Lord, from men of the world, which have their
portion in this life, and whose belly Thou fillest with ~rhy hid
treasure: they' are full of children, and leave the rest of their
substance to their babes."
How solemn is that statement, "which have their portion in
this life!" and, by comparison with vast eternity, how very brief
their tenure! " For what is your life?" saith the Apostle J ames.
"It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away." J ob says, " My days are swifter than a w.eaver's
shuttle," and "my life is wind." The Psalmist says, "Behold,
Thou hast made my days as an handbreadth, and mine age is as
nothing before Thee;" "When Thou with rebukes dost correct'---\
man for iniquity, Thou makest his beauty to consume away like
"---.
a moth: surely every man is vanity." Again, he says, "My
days are consumed like smoke;" "My heart is smitten, and
withered like grass." Moreover, how humbling, yet how true, is
the Psalmist's further testimony: "For all our days are passed
away in Thy wrath; we spend our years ebS a tale that ~'s told."
What a striking simile! How true, notwithstanding. "The days
of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of
strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and
sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we flyaway" (Psa. xc. 10).
But how few, comparatively, live even to this age, the average of
human life not reaching to even half that period.
But, .with all these so solemn and unmistakable facts before
us, verified and confirmed as they are by every-day proof and
illustration, how few are seriously or savingly affected thereby.
Men live on and on, "counting all men mortal but themselves."
Hence the absolute and indispensable need of the Personal
work of God the Holy Ghost. He, and He only, can convince
of sin; He, and He only, can open blind eyes and unstop deaf
ears; He, and He only, can" take away the heart of stone, and
give the heart of flesh j " He, and He only, can lead men to
"consider their ways;" He, and He only, can cause them to
"turn from darkness to light, and from the power of sin and
Satan unto God." He, and lIe only, can "translate them from
the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son."
How great the mercy, dear reader, and how rich and distinguishing the privilege, if you know anything personally and
experimentally of these vast changes-this matchless and marvellous transition! Oh, into what insignifi.cance does all else
dwindle, in regard to trial or affiiction or sorrow or care, as
compared with these inestimable and indispensable blessings.
How beautifully do they stand forth, in those summary words
of Jesus, "Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about
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many things; but one thing is need/ul/ and Maryhath chosen that
good part, which shall not be taken away from her."
Oh, would that we could but keep this more prominently before us.
Instrumentally, how would it tend to lessen the weight of trouble
and perplexity, and cause us to regard passing trials as light
and trivial as contrasted with the "eternal weight of glory" in
reserve, and to which we are hastening with-we had nearly
said, not with "express," but "telegraphic" speed.
How astounded we often are, personally, when we look around
and contemplate the blanks left by those who have been called
away. How few--yea, how very, very few-remain of those who
started with us on the journey of life. How significant are three
words in the fifth of Genesis, presented as they are no less than
eight times in that one chapter. Notwithstanding the :vast ages
to which the men therein named had attained, yet to one and
another is attached those three little but mighty words, "and he
died! "
Would that we could but keep this so creature-humbling fact
continually before us, so that (as before stated) thereby we might
be remiNded of the very passing and transient character of all that
the Lord may see fit to lay upon us, in a way of trouble, or test,
or trial. How soon-yea, how very, very soon-it will be all
over, especially with those who have arrived at a ripe age-aye,
even to have long passed the allotted period of man's sojourn
upon earth.
Dear reader, we assure you it is among our daily regrets-our
so oft mental rebukes-that we should allow the mind to be
ruffled, even for a moment, when we think of where we are, and
how soon-yea, how very, very soon-" the place that now knows
us shall know us no more." As we write, we recall the words of·
our own dear father, who, at the time he then spoke, was several
years younger than the period to which we have been permitted
to attain. When spoken to upon this or that matter of business
or of worldly things, he would say, "I am thinking day by day
of the grave!"
.
Oh, yes, could we remember the" I die daily" of the Apostle,
surely it would tend to soften and mellow, and cause us to sit
more loosely to time-trifles and time-troubles. How bauble-like do
such appear in the light of eternity! When we coma to lay our
heads upon our dying pillow-and we very soon shall, dear
reader-of how little importance will it be as to what our position
among men-what our name or what our fame-what we have or
what we have not, in a worldly point of view. "Dust thou art,
and unto dust shalt thou return." The words may well resound
through the innermost soul, "We brought nothing into this world,
and it is certain we can carry nothing out."
Well do we remember entering a certain family vault, openod
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on account of a funeral at which we were about to officiate,
many years ago. It was the resting-place (as far as the bodies
were concerned) of a far-famed ancestry. Sundry titled per~
sonages had been consigned to that large vault. What think
you, reader, remained of those consignments? Naught but a
few little mounds of black dust! Nothing else was to be seen.
Some thirty years and more have since passed away, but we
have never forgotten that so striking and so creature-humbling
fact.
When at times we meet this or tbat one-especially if advanced
in years-who has evidently bestowed so much time and money
in the decorating and display of tbe person, we cannot help
mentally exclaiming, "Ab, poor creature! how soon you will be
dressed for the grave! How soon that gorgeous attire, with its
so useless and extravagant train, will give place to the coffin
shroud! You will no longer sweep the ground with yards of silk
or satin, but dying mortals like yourself will follow as trainbearers to its little narrow house all that remains of that now
animated frame of yours."
But, dear reader, we gladly turn from these, in a certain
sense, sad and mournful considerations, to higher and brighter
contemplations.
.
"As for me," said the Psalmist, "I will behold Thy face in
righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake up in Thy
likeness."
"As for me!" Oh, how sweet that is. It is so personn1! so
special! It so comes home! It is such a heart-word! "As for
me ! "
" Me .' " "I shall be satisfied! " Yes, that's it. It
bespeaks personal knowledge! A sacred acquaintance! A holy
familiarity! The" I" and the "Thy" in this sense are so very
blessed. We had nearly said, it leads at once to a contemplation
of the words of the dear Master Himself: "And this is life
eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom Thou hast sent." Again, speaking as the Good
Shepherd, He said, "I know My sheep, and am known of them."
Now, this personal, saving knowledge and acquaintance always
commences in some special, marked, direct, and unmistakable way,
as did that of the disciples, when the Lord called or summoned
them here and there, or from this and that occupation or engagement. The call of Samuel, although soft and gentle, was marked
and· real. The call of Saul of Tarsus was definite and distinctive,
"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" c, Who art Thou,
Lord r " "I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest." Here was the
commencement of the acquaintance. Here a knowledge and a
friendship began, as to manifestation, which was to expand and
increase, until it ripened into that rapturous fulness and unspeakably-blessed climax of which the Psalmist here speaks, "I shall be
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satisfied when I awake in Thy likeness;" or which the Apostle
himself expresses thus, "Absent from the body, present with the
Lord;" or in those most glowing terms to his son Timothy, "I am
now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteom Judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love
His appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 6-8).
This was indeed a glorious contemplation upon the part of the
Apostle, and instrumentally raised him above that diversity of suffer~
ings and sorrows with which day by day he was personally so
familiar. With a holy, rapturous fervour did that contemplation
enable him to exclaim, "This light affliction, which is but for a
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but
at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen
are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal"
(2 Cor. iv. 17, 18).
Reader, there is a two-fold "beholding His face in righteousness."
The first is that with which the poor sinner is indulged when. by
the light and teaching of God the eternal Spirit, he has been led to
see and feel that creature-humbling truth, "All our righteousnesses are but as filthy rags." He has been shown the fallacy of
"going ab:mt to establish his own righteousness." He has been
taught that great negative, "It is not for works of righteousness
which we have done." Correspondingly he has been taught and
brought by the self-same great and glorious rreacber to know and
feel that ., Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every
one that believeth." He comes, consequently, "making mention of
J esu's righteousness, even of His only." He knows Him-appeals
to Him-rejoices in Him, as Jehovah-'I'sidkenu, "the Lord our
righteousness." Having ceased to "go about to establish his own
righteousness," ho only too gladly and thankfully "submits" to
Christ as "his righteousness "-yea, as cc all his salvation and all
his desire."
But the righteousness of w1ich we have just spoken is that whioh
is apprehended and gloried in by faith! There is, however, another
"beholding in righteousness" which is not by faith, but by sight!
Now, this is evidently that of which the Psalmist speab, in the
passage under consideration, "As for me, I will behold Thy face
in righteousness." It was a face to face view .that David had in
prospect. It was no longer that beholding of which the Apostle
speaks cc as in a glass darkly"--that is, mentally or by faithbut in open vision, cc face to face!" And oh, what must that
view be? ,",Vho can estimate it? What thought or conception,
does justice to it?
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We venture, however, to entertain the idea that there will be
a beautiful and a blessed correspondence between the beholding
Jesus, the Lord our righteousness, by faith, and the "seeing Him
as He is, face to fare!" That is, the knowledge of Him, the
resorting to Him, the holding communion with Him-that of
which the Psalmist speaks when he says," Thou hast known my
soul in adversities"-as applicable to the time-state and all the
diversified circumstances of the wilderness, will only be introductory to our immediate recognitiou of J esU8, when we "see
Him as He is," as that great and gracious Friend, that Brother
born for adversity, that Friend that sticketh closer than a brother,
with whom we have held commllnion, and had so much to do, on
our wilderness way. Yea, we believe He will be instantaneously
recognized by the disembodied spirit, not simply upon the ground
of His essential Deity and absolute Godhead, but, by virtue of
that prior knowledge and sacred familiarity, faith will at once
give place to sight, as the rapturous soul exclaims, "La! this
is God; we have waited for Him."
Beloved, this to our own mind is a glorious contemplationthis, "As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness." I shall
see Thee as Thou art in Thine own kingdom. As a dying one
once said, in our hearing, and that within an hour of her departure,
"Come. Lord J esns, take me to Thyself. I long to see 'l'hee as
Thou art in Thy glory." Well might the Apostle John exclaim,
" Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that. when He shall appear, we
lShall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. 2).
And well, moreover, might the poet sing:" Oh, glorious hour! oh. bless'd abode,
I shall be near and like my God;
Nor flesh nor sense shall e'er cOIJtrol
The sacred pleasures of my soul."

The Psalmist, however, adds, " I shall be satisfied when I awake
with Thy likeness." There is (blessed be God!) a satisfaction here,
even on earth, which is known and felt by the Lord's own dear
people-yea, by His people, and His people only; for it is part
and parcel of that special secret of which we read, "The secret of
the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will show unto
them His covenant." It is the satisfaction spoken of by Moses,
(Deut. xxxiii. 23), " 0 Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and full with
the blessing of the Lord." The prophet Jeremiah testifies (Jer. xxxi.
14), "I will f'!atiate the soul of the priests with fatness. and My
people shall be satisfied with My goodness, saith the Lord." Again
we read (Psa. cvii. 9), "He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth
the hungry soul with goodness." Again (Psa. cxxxii. 15), " I will
abundantly bless her provision, and satisfy her poor with bread."
Now, all this is most blessed in heartfelt knowledge and expe-
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rience, and applies most distinctly to the time-state of the Ohurch,
and to her wilderness walk and warfare. But then, the words
before us lead Ull onward and beyond that. . " I shall be satisfied
when I awake with Thy likeness:" "Awake!" Then there has
been .rest and repose. Yes, but not that of the spirit or the soul!
No, a thousand times, no! But the body! the body! the
material part! the dust and ashes! the dust which was destined
to return to dust. That of which the poet testifies:" And must this body die 1
This mortal frame decay 1
And must these active limbs of mine
Lie mouldering in the clay?
"Corruption, earth, and worms
Shall but refine this flesh,
Till my triumphant spirit comes
To put it on afresh."

"I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness." Not
merely have we to contemplate a calm, sweet rest and repose,
dear reader; but what a change! "When I awake with Thy
likeness." "Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working
whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself"
(Phil. iii. 21). "It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it [the same, the identical 'it '] is sown in dishonour;
it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:
it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body" (1 001'.
xv. 42-44).
Touching upon these glorious verities, in another -aspect, well
might the Apostle exclaim, "Wherefore, comfort one another with
these words." "As for me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness;
I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness."
St. Luke'li, Bednn'nster, May 24th, 1884.
THE EDITOR.
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NOTHING BETWEEN.
" Yet a little while am I with you, and then I go unto Him that sent ]Jfe."
-JoHN vii. 33.
" I go to pnpare a place f01' you. A nd if I go ancl prepare a place for
you, I will cOrJ1,e again, and 1'eceive you ~mto .Myself,: that whe1'e I am, then
ye may be also."-JoHN xiv. 2, 3.
"And the Spirit and the bride say, Come." "He which testifieth these
things saith, Sv,rety I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
-REV. xxii. 17, 20.
"NOTHING BETWEEN." These two words have come rolling in upon
us with a stream of thought which, I trust, will prove of the Holy
Spirit's flowings. Here in this time-state, in felt realization, there is
so -much between the longing Christian and his loving Christ.
" Our knowledge of Him here is small,
The eye of faith so dim;
But ,tis enough that Christ knows all,
And we shall be with Him."

. Yes, by-and-bye there will be nothing between, and He will embrace
us in the arms of everlasting love, and will Himself say, "Come in,
thou blessed of the Lord." Ah, beloved! the benefits and blessings of
redemption here are great; but the blessing of realization will be
greater. A saving faith in Christ now is indeed a mercy of mercies;
but even this will be surpassed by the sight of Christ Himself.
Now, how true, in experience, is our Lord's expression, "Me ye
have not always!" Indeed we have not; there is so much that comes
between. But the time will come when the words will be joyously
reversed-" Me ye have always with you."
And mark His words, "I will come again." Our friend went to a
distant country. Old England, somehow, is turning out her flons and
daughters to seek their daily bread in other lands. Our friend said
to his loved partner in life, "Dearly beloved, I will go away into a
far country, and make a home for you, and then I will come again
and fetch you." He went. He succeeded. He has been true to his
word, and returned. They were once more in love's embrace, and he
has taken her to her provided home. This is literally true. Equally
true shall it be with the Best of all beloveds. He has gone to prepare
the home-to make ready for His chosen. He will come again, and
receive such unto Himself. "Even so, come. Lord Jesus."
Ab! but what did that wife referred to feel during her husband's
absence in that far country 1 What a wide space ,that rolling ocean
seemed to be that was between them. What tears and tremblings as
no news of her loved one came to her. What. daily watchings for
the mails, that some communication might be received by her which
told of his doings and desires. What fears and hopes during his
absence. Is it not just so with us and our Christ 1 Are we not daily
longing for communications from Him-some word sealed home-and
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to reltlize our Beulah affinity-CC married to Christ 1" Blessed bond, never
to be dissolved. Under such a realization, shall I be understood by
the reader when I say I have literally, in secret, cried for CMist?
Tears have rolled down the cheeks, while a mixture of longing and
loving has gone forth after Him in heart experience. "My heart
and my flesh crieth out for the living God."
If the Lord thought the removal of the hindrance, be it what it
may, would be for your spiritual good, He would remove it; but, very
possibly, it is just the contrary. It is just the thing that often drives
you to the throne, and closer home to Jesus. And, although there
may be much misery in the endurance, mercy is mixed with it, and
grace sufficient given to bear it. And of this we may be perfectly
certain, that it must be among the "all things that work together for
thy good."
And oh,
First, then, we have to mourn an absent Lord: "I go."
how many things intervene to rob us of nearness to Him. For
instance, what a struggle ofttimes it is to keep up family prayer!
" 'What various hindrances we meet,
In coming to a mercy-seat:
Yet who that knows the worth of prayer,
But wishes often to be there 1"

'.

The writer's revered mother (whom JOSEPH IRONS used to call" the
star of his congregation ") was wont to spend one hour a day in her
closet for prayer and communion with God: blessed habit, in which
she had her reward. But it is not all of us who can so readily command even an hour a day thus apart from the worIJ, nor can we so
promptly respond to the bell of prayer; the world's demands are so
pressing, do our best. Still, beloved, it is a comfort to know that
the Lord hears our unexpressed, but inwardly felt, desires; and, although
they often become nipped in the bud, as far as expression is concerned, the fulness of the blessing is often granted. But even when
we gain the privilege, and put ourselves in an attitude of prayer,
oh, how our thoughts are carried away to worldly concerns, and our lips
praying rather than our hearts. Still, the Lord knows the desires of
those hearts after all, and we have in Jesus Oue who ever intercedes
for His own. vVe pray, but often our very thoughts are undeveloped
thoughts; His intercession, however, is ever full and prevailing.
Again, how the cm'es of life, the common round of daily duties, inte1jerB
with communion with Jes1ls.
" The world is too much with us. Late and soop,
G~tting and spending, we lay waste our powers."
And yet it is in the midst of such care the Lord breaks in and blesses;
and when He does, He lifts the recipients far above the beggarly elements
of time. Are not such times known to us, beloved 1 It may be
when thickly surrounjed by this world's cc stuff," under the pressure
of lmsiness anxiety, casting out this or calculating the other, difficulties
ahead, markets unfavourable, competition more than a match for us,
trade trickery to combat with, and much more-and yet the Lord
breaks in, and whispers peace. The Holy Spirit, the ever-blessed
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RemembranceI', reminds us' of a portion; it just fits into the needand the poor soul is, at all events for a short breathing, lifted out of
the miry clay of worldly care, into the region of heavenly repose and
.love in Christ. "I pray not," s;tid onr Lord, "that Thou shouldest take
them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil."
And in this way He does keep us from the evil of it, and cheer us in the
pilgrimage of life. We seem ofttimes to get all wrong with men and
things, and become plunged into a state of bewildered confusion,
exclaiming, "Who is sufficient for these things? This journey is too
great for me. I shall one day perish, and make shipwreck of my
faith." But when we get into the heavenly places, in and with Christ,
oh, how sweet the calm! What a different looking at life's cares; and
what an almost holy disdain we then experience for all earthly things.
I know it does not last; such experience is chiefly momentary. Still
it is precious. The calm of communion with Jesus does give peace,
perfect peace, at all events for the time being. Ah! the day is coming
on fast when such peace will last even for ever and ever. .
Again. This body, with all its demands, what a hindmnce. The Apostle
Paul exclaims, "0 wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me from
the body of this death? "-01' this body of death; for there is no doubt
he referred to the custom then prevalent, of tying, by way of punishment, the dead body of one prisoner to the living body of another,
and making the latter carry the loathsome carcase about. How dreadful!
It is a strong reference, but is it too strong 1 Some who feel what a
poor wretched, afflicted, and sometimes even loathsome body, this is,
know well that it is not. Still, there is a bright thought for us-for
alt~ough we call it "this body of death," yet it is the casket which holds
a Jewel; the earthen vessel in which is deposited golden treasure;
the clay tenement in which lives an immortal.soul. True, with some
of us the clay is splitting and crumbling, and will soon fall to pieces;
but, blessed be God, amidst all the wreck and desolation, we have that
which shall remain and live for ever. "This mortal shall put on
immortality."
Again. Ea1'thly pospe1'ity is a hindmnce to g1'owth in grace an.d t!Le
knowledge of Ch1'ist. True, it is not many of the family that obtalll It.
The Lord's family, for the most part, are a poor and afflicted family,
and can boast of little of this world's wealth; but where earthly
prosperity is gained in Christian life, what a temptation it becomes;
and how difficult to live free from the spirit of the world under such
circumstances, for the position attained naturally leads to worldly flatte.ry
an~ fawning, so pleasing to poor human nature.. That was a w.me
deSire of Agur's, "Give me neither poverty nor Tlches; feed me WIth
food convenient for me."
I am sure it will n{;,ver do for the child of God to attempt to put
on the spi1'it of the Uiorld. Sometimes, where a little of this earth's
prosperity is realized, there is an attempt to serve God and mammon,
and to assume creatIue pride because of position. Oh, it will not do.
We cannot serve God and mammon; if we attempt it we :shall smart
for it. Once yield to the spirit of the world (and who, ~nde~d, ca.n
keep himself 1) away goes nearness to Jesus and a felt JOy III .HIS
presence. May the Lord grant that the tone and temper of our lIves
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may be-" I am determined to know nothing among men, save Jesus
Christ and Him crucified." Once give way to the spirit of the world,
and there will be coldness of love; prayer will become a burden,
and service a task.
Further, I do not think it would be irrelevant to our subject to
speak of a thing which I believe is highly detrimental to vital godliness. I allude to (so-called) religious contl·oveTSy. Controversy tends to
neutralize spiritual life, destroys love to the brethren, and causes unhappy divisions, which weaken the peace of the Church of God. For one,
the writer strives as much as possible to avoid it. It does no good; and
we are thankful that, although we have used t~e 'pen freely for more
than forty years, we have (without compromising the truth one iota)
steered tolerably clear of controversy. Once descend into the arena of
controversy, and away goes godly union, concord, and brotherly love.~~
Oh, that you and I, btioved, may adhere to the truth that, after all,
there is but one body, one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one Lord,
one faith, one God and Father of all in Christ! and may we walk in
love and write in love, avoiding controversy, which is sure to bring
with it bitterness of spirit. "Feed the Church of God, which He hath
purchased with His own blood," This is our desire. May grace be
given to carry it out to the end.
Another thing that keeps from nearness to Jesus is the lack of
ChTisti(tn conversation. Oh, it is astonishing how little Christians talk
of Jesus when they come together! Anything and everything else but
Christ. Little tittle-tattle about the weather, or of people, or of
trifling things. . Oh, beloved, these things ought not so to be! vVe
who are anticipating living with Him for ever. He whom we profess
to love-nay, do love-must we not take shame to ourselves that we
say S9 little of Him, and extol His name so little one with another ~
Personally, if I can only get with some kindred spirit, whose whole
soul is fired at the name of Jesus, it seems just the thing I want;
but, alas! how seldom obtained. I know full well the delight of making
Jesus my loved Companion, and walking with Him and talking to Him
as one walks and talks with a friend; yet it is a sweet help to us,
when our expressions draw out a responstl which tells of Him whom
our souls love; and a comparing of notes together brings out the goodness and mercy of our covenant God in Christ.
Again. Looking so much to the m(Ln instead of the J1![astel' dmws ~tS
away fl'om the i11aster. Oh, how apt we are to think of the minister
of the Gospel and not of the Minister of the covenant. I think it is
for this very reason that the Lord often takes away the ministersometimes in his prime, as we call it, and in the midst of his usefulness.
He speaks by such a providence plainly enough, and says, "I can do
without the instrument; worship thou Mp,."
And so, again, that man, one's-selJ, how prone we are to keep him
uppermost! and even though we desire to spread truth and feed the
family of God, how self crops up, and one's own doings and sayings
" We are as sure this is true as we are sure of our own existence; and yet
there is many a professed Ohristian who never seems happy but when "fishing
in troubled waters. "-En.
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form the chief topic of our talking or writing. I want often to bring
myself to this test, Oan I head the chapter "My Saviour," or should I
have to head it "Myself"? If the latter, the sooner the pen is run
through it, and it is thrown into the waste basket, the better. It cannot be food for the Ohurch. It can only be Ephraim feeding upon wind.
Thus have we refHred to some of the things that intervene between
the Christian and Ohrist; as, for imtance, hindrances in coming to
a mercy-seat; the cares of life, and common round of daily duties;
this body of death we carry about with us; earthly prosperity and
the spirit of the world; religious controversy; the lack of Ohristian
converse; and a looking so much to the man instead of the Master.
Many other points to the purpose might be named, but we forbear.
Oh, that in our experience, beloved, such hindrances to the realization
of vital godliness may be removed!
We want Christ. Nothing short of Him will do. We want Him to
draw the curtains and reveal Himself in His loveliness. He seems
so often beyond the mountains and behind the clouds; and our cry is,
"Oh, Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock, Thou that dwellest between
the cheruhims, shine forth." Ah! all this shows us that, although the
clods of the valley keep us down, faith yet has her winged thoughts
that soar upwards into the sunshine of our Saviour's presence. Looking
upwards to the ascended One, is this not our panting, beloved ~ " Show
Thy servant the light of Thy countenance, and save us for Thy mercy's
sake," is often our cry. There is a reality about a religion that pants for
the presence of Ohrist. I would rather have that religion which has found
its place deep down in one's heart, than all the talk of creature zeal so
common in our day. Are you not going to this meeting and the other
meeting ~ is the cry of the day. I prefer going to that meeting that finds
us in the heavenlies with Christ-a felt realization of acceptance in the
Beloved. Not that we would for a moment despise the gathering together
of kindred spirits, who seek for the presence of the Elder Brother;
far from it. But I refer to the surfeit of meetings where there is no
meeting with Ohrist, and which savours more of self than the Saviour. I
want a religion of vital godliness and vital union with a precious Ohrist.
All else is shell without the kernel; outside, without the hidden and
inward sweetness of divine life.
But what is that alone can remove that which comes between Ohrist
and the Ohristian 1 You have it in those words, "The hills melt like wax
at the coming of the Lord," It is the Lord the Spirit that melts that
which intervenes, and brings us into nearness to Ohrist. Brother,
sister, we have known what it is, have we not 1 sometimes in the earthly
sanctuary to be lifted up to the heavenly courts. Who or what has
done it 1 It is the Spirit of God alone. He has melted and lifted up
to the things on higb. Oathedral worship, church worship. or chapel
worship, will not do it. All this is but an empty Yoid, without the
gracious operation of the Holy Spirit.
But, beloved, with all that we have described as coming between the
Ohristian and Ohrist, and many things more that might be mentioned,
yet, blessed be God, in one sense the child of God is really very near
to Ch1'ist. I mean as just referred to, as he stands in the heavenlies in
ChTist, accepted in the Beloved.
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" So near, so very near to God,
Nearer I cannot be;
For in the Person of His Son
. I am as near as He."

--:

.,;

This is a blessed secret-to realize "spiritual blessings in heavenly
Ah ! it is there that we find out the fulness
places in Christ Jesus."
of Christ, and receive flowings that satisfy our spiritual cravings. It is
there that we get at the sure mercies of the everlasting covenant, and
all things that pertain to life and godliness-justification, peace, pardon,
adoption, sanctification-yea, all we find in Him; and it is there too we
realize loved communion with our Elder Brother. Oh, who has received
life divine but does not long to sit in the heavenly places in Christ ~
Oh, Lord, give us wings as eagles to soar upwards into the heavenlies,
and find our nestling on the top of the rock. Sheltered there by faith,
lJ.lld all is seCUTe for time and eternity. Creep in there, and oh, the
blessed seTenity of soul that is enjoyed. Get in there, and supplies from
Him will never fail us. Realize our standing in the Beloved, and we
shall gain a satisfaction that nothing else can afford. This is the rest
now to be enjoyed, out of the reach of Satan and our enemies;
concerning which the Apostle says, '",Ve which have believed do enter
into rest. And he that has entered into His rest [ChristJ, he also hath
ceased /Tom his own wodes as God did from His." We pray, then, dear
reader, for you and for oneself, for more of this vital godliness that
raiseth us above earth and earthly things to find our rest in the heavenly
places in Christ.
And, after all, looking at it in the light of eternity, what is it that
really divides the Christian from Christ ~ Why, only a thin paTtition.
Ah! how thin between man and eternity. Life at its best and longest
is but as a vapour that vanisheth away; and to those who live for sixty,
or seventy, or more years, it seems only like a dream to look back upon.
It is a rapturous flight through the course of time. A child is born,
a mother's ear has caught the cherub cry; he grows; he becomes the
youth, and then the man; he is full of activity; age creeps on; he
bends; he bows; and the earth receives back its own.
" And such is human life! So, gliding on,
It glimmers like a meteor, and is gone.
Yet is the tale, brief though it be, as strange
And full, methinks, of wild and wondrous change."
"My days are like a shadow that declineth, and I am withered like
grass." But here is the mercy to the Christian: "But Thou, 0 Lord,
shalt endure for ever, and Thy remembrance unto all generations."
A thin paTtition. Ah! much thinner to many than they think of.
Many are nearer to the grave than they calculate. This very day we
read of a Colonel HICKES, of the Royal Artillery, whose marriage was
only celebrated last week. He and his bride arrived at High Warden
Hall on their wedding tour. He appeared in good health over night,
and slept well. In the morning he complained of a pain across his
chest. He walked up and down in the room once or twice, still
complaining of his chest. He endeavoured to get into bed, but could
not, and sank by the bedside without speaking. His bride, alarmed,
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sought for help, thinking he was in a fit. A medical man hastened to
the colonel, and pronounced him dead. How solemn! How little did
the poor man think, the night before, or even an hour before, that
there was such a thin partition between him and eternity! The
thought that rises to my mind in such a caSe is, " Was he prepared to
die 1 Was he ready 1" The Lord only knows, reader. May the Holy
Spirit make ns ready, for He only can.
A thin paTtit'ion. Ah! how thin when it comes to the dying time!
Have you not noticed how again and again ,when it comes to the last
moments of life it is pronounced, "Oh, the patient is better j there
seems a hopeful change" 1 Alas! it is only the last flickerings-just
as when we place a tiny piece of candle in a candlestick, it seems
just dying down, but suddenly flares up and lights up the whole room
ere it sinks down in the socket and goes out. " Man dieth and
wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the ghost, and whej'e is he 1 "
Dear reader, have we a sweet assurance relative to that" where is he" 1
Can we say, "Yes, it was for me Jesus uttered those precious words,
'And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you unto Myself, that where I am there ye may be also' 1"
Precious Spirit-wrought assurance, if you can say, "Yes, a place for
me; a mansion for me; an abiding place for me." Oh, think of that
place-heaven! What an exulting word. We know but little of it
here. Our finite minds cannot grasp or comprehend it; but this we
know-the seen and felt p'resence of OUT Saviou1' pervades it all. Tired of
earth, the pilgrim there shall fi:ld his repose and rest in Christ. I
cannot paint it, nor can I pen aught that will portray that loved
repose in the presence of Jesus. Its anticipation is profound, but its
realization will be perfect. Our greatest joy here is the presence of
Jesus; but oh, it is so transient! Presently it will be a fulness of
joy, undisturbed, unmolested, and perpetual.
Calmness and contentment are two words in their fulness which
seem to convey to our finite minds a description of the heavenly rest
and presence of Jesus; beyond this we are lost in the contemplation,
and must leave it, "until we're called to claim it in the skies."
What a wondrous change it will be, when the spirit, freed from the
grossness of mortality, springs into the immortality of celestial light
and love. Then we <;hall take our never-fading crown, exchanging
earth's turmoil for heavenly triumph.
Oh, the rapture of repose and rest, the unbroken joy of heaven!
Here, life's cares so come between; yonder, nothing can enter that
defileth; pain here-peace yonder; sips here-streams yonder; flowings here-fulness yonder; glimpses here-glory hereafter. Yes, friend,
think of the full import of our two precious words-

NOTHING

BETWEEN!

And may God the Spirit seal them home for your comfort and' joy.
Cheer up, then, brother! Look homeward, sister!

:..
~
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Jesus is gone before, and is preparing
Seats in that better land,
That we His bliss and glory may be sharing
There, at our God's right hand.
"A little while" there is for us to linger,
A little work to do;
"A little while" to watch that pointing finger
That leads the desert through.

.,

And then, His love in His own accents telling,

Jesus will come again,
And take us with Him to that peaceful dwelling,
For ever to remain.
Burton-on-Trent.

G. C.

TOPLADY'S HYMNS.

..

'

IN the last issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE now to hand, Mr. ROBERT
HANSON, of Gloucester, writes, "There are several hymns which in my
early days appeared with TOPLADY'S name attached, "but are now
They are those commencing-' Blow
attributed to CHARLES WE~LEY.
ye the trumpet, blow;' and 'Christ, whose glory fills the skies.' I
don't like to give them up, if TOPLADY'S claim could be made out as
the real author." Quite right too.
It is my privilege to possess a very valuable edition of the whole of
TOPLADY'S works in six volumes, in old drab-covered paper-binding,
and published in the year 1794, with an invaluable portrait of that
revered man of God, representing the Bible in one hand, and a finger
of the other pointing to it. Under the portrait is written, " AUGUST US
TOPLADY, A.B. Published as the Act directs, April 14th, 1794, for
W. Row, Great Marlboro.ugh Street, and the rest of the proprietors."
In the sixth volume are his poems and hymns, numbering altogether
one hundred and twenty-one, and divided into-

1. Petitionary Hymns.
Il.
Ill.
IV.
And lastly,

Hymns of Praise.
Paraphrases on Select Portions of Holy Writ.
A few pieces occasioned by the death of friends.
Several pieces forming an Appendix.

Hymn XX. in this Appendix is the one referred to-" Christ, whose
glory fills the skies i" the other, "Blow ye the trumpet, blow," after
a careful search I cannot find.
Shobnall (}range, Burton-on-T1'ent.
GEORGE COWELL.

AND can you, sir, in a day when truth is mutilated, and a yea-andnay Gospel substituted for the pure, unadulterated Word, professedly
with boldness' and ,fearlessness maintain the soul-comforting, Godhonouring doctrines of etemal election, effectual calling, and final perse,
verance, and yet escape the charge of Antinomianism? 'Ye fear, then,
sir, that there is a something wrong-that there is rottenness at the core.

-

-

-

--=------

J
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DEW-DROPS.
"Christ in you, the hope of glory."-CoLOSSIANS i. 27.
A BLESSED statement this, beloved, and one which may well reJOIce
your heart as the sum and substance of your belief-the joy and
rejoicing of your soul; all your desire, and all your need; all that you
can possibly want for time and for eternity. Thus do you possess the
eternal life, love, and liberty of a new-born soul. You are adopted in
the family of God, justified in His dear name, sanctified even as He is
holY; righteous in His righteousness; and all this because of Ch1"ist in
you, It is very blessed to know that He is up yonder fm' you; that
He lives to watch over you; that, as a Shield, He goes before you, and
as Omnipotent Power He is round about you; but all this would not
come with such sweetness of assurance, and fulness of power, could you
not also add, "Yes, and He lives in me."
Yes, He lives in me, and
all my spiritual desires are, consequently, going out after Him. His
life in me grants me acceptance to the Father; and through the Son
of His love can He look upon us, for we are "comely through the
comeliness He hath put upon us." His life in me actuates all my
spiritual thirstings andlongings after God, and gives me foretastes of
eternal glory awaiting me. And whilst His life in me, a new nature,
shall ever, in this time-state, cause the old and carnal nature to rise
up warring against the spiritual; yet the new man shall gain the victory,
and prove conqueror through the Captain of our salvation. "Gad, a
troop shall overcome him, but he shall oveTCome at last." Oh, what a
comfort-ing fact when brought home to the heart of a child of God,
tempted, tried, and

1

" tossed about,
With many a conflict, manj' a doubt,
Fightiiigs within, and foes without."

And yet can you fail and be lost, dear child of God? Nay, rather ask
yourself. Will He fail and forsake me? Can the waves, be they ever so
mighty, can they overwhelm the ship? and the billows, be they ever so
strong, can they sink you, while the Master is in the vessel? Nay, you
may confidently sing whilst the tempest rages" How can I sink with such a prop,
That holds the world and all things up 1 "

Oh, beloved, this blessed truth of Christ in ymb, has brought true
happiness to those now around the throne, and the same shall support
you and me, and land us safe in glory. There, amid that countless
throng, shall we join them in eternal 'hallelujahs to God and the Lamb,
and sing eternally of redeeming love. Oh, joyous anticipation, that you
and I shall be brought there to praise, and adore, and give Him the glory
He will not rest until He has
due unto His most glorious name,
brought every son and daughter home to glory; then He will 1'est in
His love, and His rest shall be glm"ious. And so clearly is this inseparable

...
l
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union of Christ and. His Church shown forth in Scripture, that even as
we read of "Christ in you," so also" we in Him," "I in them, and they
in Me, that we may be perfect in one." Again, turn to 2 Corinthians
xii. 2, and you read, "a man in Christ." Paul had this divine secret of
indissoluble union j and mQst gloriously does it shine forth in those
telling words of the risen Saviour, "Touch Me not, for I am not yet
• ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say unto them, I
ascend unto My Father and your Fathel', and to lWy God and Vow' God."
" Lord Jesus, are we one with Thee 1
o height, 0 depth of love!
With Thee we died upon the tree,
With Thee we live above."
And He lives to reign in us. This is fraught with comfort, for if He
is King, and reigns to manage all my concerns, to command and to
rule, only my anxious thoughts must be prompted by carnal reason
His judgment cannot miscarry. He can make no mistakls. His actings
in and for us are divine. "He gives decrees, and ne'er repents."
Finally, beloved, as Hc is glorified, so shall we in Him be partakers
of His glory also. In Revelation xxi. 11, the Lamb's wife is described
as "having the glory of God." Thus, beloved, His life in me makes
me acceptable' to the Father. By His life within me I am sustained,
kept alive, and preserved unto His glorious kingdom. Only by His life
in me shall I exult as "more than conqueror," and sing, "'\Vorthy the
Lamb." It puts me in possession of grace here and glory hereafter.
Yea, it gives me a right to everything belonging to the heirs of the
kingdom. It leads me to God as my Father j and in Jesus' name I can
cry, " Abba, my Father!" and I am accepted as His child. By the witness
of the Spirit "now are we the sons (If God." I am led on and on,
learning here a little and there a little. From this step in my wilderness
journey I learn all that was therein purposed of my God. From that
hill-top I view a little of that inwrought grace which shall consummate
in the glory to follow. From this spot whither I have been called to
"come apart and rest awhile," I have found One in whose ever-abiding
strength I have been secretly built up, and taught that paradoxical lesson,
"when I am weak, then I am strong." Oh, beloveu, take comfort.
How canst thou fear a wrong step, or an unnecessary trial, if you can
say, Christ in me the hope of glO'l'y? You see there is the blessed pl'i vilege
of possessing Him now, and the glorious prospect of inseparable union
in glory" And does the Saviour dwell in me 1
Then I shall endless glory see:
He is my hope, in Him 1 rest,
In Christ I am for ever blest.
"The hope of glory! Oh, how bright,
The realms of unbeclouded light;
The full fruition of my God,
Revealed and promised in His Word."

For" all the lJTOrnises of God in Him are yea, and ·in Him Amen, unto
the glory of God by us," and thus are fulfilled in your experience, dear
child of God.
R.
2
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WONDERFUL KNOWLEDGE.
"Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid Thine hand npon me."
-PSALM cxxxix. 5.
THIS is the language of a living soul, possessing an experimental
realization of covenant verities, and sighing for what one has well
described as "the grace of the doctrines" to be more and more
manifested in his life, walk, and conversation.
The Psalm is full of precious, pleasant, and painful experience. Oh,
may it please the gracious Spirit of truth to give unto His own a
sweet interest therein, and some token of divine favour therefrom!
The omniscience and omnipresence of J ehovah are seen throughout.
As one who has been brought out from those who "love darkness,"
as one who loves to come to the light, the Psalmist breaks out, "0
God, Thou hast searched me!"
Having t'xperienced the probings, searchings" and siftings of his
God, his chastened spirit could sigh, "Thou hast proved mine heart,
Thou hast visited me in the night;" an::!, having learned thereby
how profitable, even though sometimes so painful, this searching
was, he is taught still to pray, "Search me, 0 God, and know my
heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting" (verses 23,
24). Yes, he was not only searched, but known, for he continues,
"and knnwn me." There is a peculiar sweetness in that word" known,"
when used in reference to the Lord's knowledge of His people.
J ehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, knows as His peculiar treasure,each one of the chosen, redeemed, and regenerated family individually.
He knew them in eternity past as the favoured objects of His choice j
He knows them in time as the objects of His unceasing care and
tender concern; He will know them in eternity to come as the partakers and sharers of -His unending glory.
Oftentimes it seems too much for the fearing, feeble, and fainthearted followers of the Lamb, to realize that ever the Lord could
have had respect to them in the ages that are past; yet so it is. He was,
as the poet sweetly says, "our help in ages past," and is the only "hope"
of His people as they journey through this dreary wild. Oh, how
blessed it is for weary pilgrims to be reminded of the glorious fact
that, whatever may be their state and condition, however much they
may be perplexed, or whatever may be the circumstances which
surround them, they "are known of Him" who chose them from all
eternity for His own; they are "known" by that glorious One who
ever bears them on His heart before the Lord; they are "known" by
that gracious Spirit who, of His own rich grace, condescends to take
up His abode in their poor hearts! Yes, poor, tried, tempted, desolate
fellow-pilgrim, thy down-sitting and uprising, thy thoughts, thy path,
-yea, all thy ways, are known by Him. He sees the cares, perplexiti.es,
and distresses which furrow thy brow; He knows the sorrow whICh
seems to be breaking thy heart; He understands the grief which is
crushing thee in the dust and almost sapping thy life. This was the
only consolation left to His servant J ob-" He knoweth the way that I
take;" yea, he goes still further-" Doth He not see my way, and

.~
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count all my steps 1" (Job xxxi. 4.) Oh, what a precious thought is
this-'" He counts all my steps"! Oh, then, poor distressed one, thou
canst not have one step too many in the dark, or one too few in the
light. He counts each step thou must take. In sorrow or joy, with
pleasure or pain, in rough paths or smooth, crooked or straight, He
marks them all, and, according to His all-wise decrees, thou must walk
therein.
But the Psalmist continues, "There is not a word in my tongue,
but, 10, 0 Lord, thou knowest it altogether" (verse 4). Yes, it is
a marvellous truth, and one terrible indeed to those who know Him
not. See! "All things are naked and open unto the eyes of Him
with whom we have to do." Known altogethe1'! Blessed be God,
all the rebellion, hardness, and treachery of the carnal mind of His
chosen and redeemed ones are known to Him. "I knew that thou
-art obstinate [margin, 'hard '], and thy neck is an iron sinew, and
thy brow brass. I knew that thou wouldest deal very treachero'lsly,
and wast called a transgressor from the womb" (Isa. xlviii. 4, 8).
Oh, how many of the sin-burdened mourners in Zion have rejoiced in
this precious truth" Ere He called me, well He knew
What a heart like mine would do."

And for this cause He has been able to mltke full provision m His
covenant of grace for all the sins, follies, failings, and falls of' His
people.
-Oh, dear reader, is it not a source of consolation to thy exercised spirit, when brought to realize that He knows far better than
thou canst ever know, all that is in thee, and has, therefore, provided
a full, perfect, and sufficient remedy 1 Yea, He knows that the
Ethiopian can as soon change his skin, and the leopard his spots, as
that thou canst do well whose nature is "accustomed to do evil." It
is no small mercy to be taught to plead before Him those two words,
" Thou knowest." When bowed down beneath the load of his own folly
and sin, the Psalmist David sighs out, " Thon knowest my foolishness; and
my sins are not hid from Thee" (Psa. lxix. 5). When oppressed and persecuted by wicked men, the Prophet Jeremiah cries. "Lord, Thou knowest
all their counsel against me." ·When sinking in deep waters of tribulation and distress, the living in Jerusalem exclaim, " Thou hast known my
soul in adversities; . . . . have mercy upon me, 0 Lord, for I an;t in
trouble." Yes, when the heart is too full to speak; when it labours in
vain to unbosom its distress before the Lord; when the face is foul
with weeping, and the shadow of death rests upon the eyelids; then it
can breathe out in broken sighs and feeble utterances, "0 Lord, Thou
knowest! Remember me! Visit me!" (Jer. xv. 15.) Yes, then the
gracious Sympathizer and Succourer of the ready-to-perish ones
whispers so sweetly, "I know their sorrows."
Oan it be that He who looked upon His ancient Israel, as they were
toiling, sighing, and crying in Egypt, and" knew them" (Exod. ii. 25,
margin), cares less for the souls which He has redeemed now 1 Oh,
_no! He who is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever," is still
d'touched with the feeling of our infirmities," is afflicted in all QUI'
2 D 2
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affiiction, and says concerning His oppressed friends, "I know their
sorrows." Yea, He knows them because He ordained them; He
knows them because He measured out and weighed them; He knows
because He laid them upon His child; He knows because, as
the Refiner, He sits and watches until they have accomplished all
His will; He knows because He feels them. It was the realization of
this precious fact which caused the poet to sing" But oh, my name is like a seal,
A jewel on His tender heart j
That heart that feels for all I feel,
In every sorrow bears a part! "

It was this which caused His ancient servant, Moses, to exclaim to
the Lord's beloved Israel, "He k'IWweth thy walking through this great
wilderness;" while J ehovah Himself confirms the word by His own
mouth-" I did know thee in the wilderness, in the land of great
drought." Yes, it is even so; -He knew all that should befall them
before it came. He knew when it did befall, and came down to
deliver. He k'IW'Ws, and will deliver, every trembling, tempest-tossed
traveller to Zion now, for He has sworn never to leave or forsake
one of His blood-bought own.
But we mllst pass on to notice that very precious declaration of
the sweet Psalmist. of Israel, "Thou hast beset me behind and before,
and laid Thine hand u'pon me." In these words we seem to have a
.revelation of the covenant salvation of our covenant God, in the
contemplation of which the inspired writer was lost in wonder,
amazement, and adoration. Hence he breaks out in the confession,
"Such knowledge is too wonderful for me: it is high; I cannot attain
unto it." Truly, the knowledge of a saLvation purposed, promised,
and performed by the great Three-One is too wonderful and too high
for mortals to understand or believe. Yea, they cannot receive the
same, save as the Holy Ghost, as the Spirit of wisdom and revelation,
is pleased to enlighten their understandings, and show unto them the
things of the kingdom. There can be no true apprehension of these
divine mysteries, save as we are raised up to the heavenlies, made to
sit there with Christ Jesus, and a gracious revelation is made directly
to our souls.
May the Lord give unto us to know something of these precious
mysteries as we notice, for a few moments, this wonderful declaration,
"Thou hast beset me behind." Oh, beloved in the Lord, does it
not carry us back to the covenant settlements of the Lord J ehovah 1
Indeed and in truth it does. The very thought causes the heart to
swell with spiritual delight. ., Beset behind! " Yes, in the ages of
eternity past, long ere the earth brought forth her increase, or the
sun was made to rule the day and the moon to rule the night-before
time was, when, according to our finite conceptions, there were no
people to enclose-Jehovah encircled the objects of His choice with
l<1Ve divine. Then the great I AM looked through the vista of the
future, and enclosed (for such is the signification of the word) a number
of beings whom, in His own appointed time, He would create, entered
their names in yon fairlo book of life, marked out the pathway of each
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individual of that innumerable company, appointed everything which
should befall them, and every step they should take in life. Then
He blessed them in Christ with all the spiritual blessings they should
lleed (Eph. i. 3'. Then it was that He made them heirs of His
kingdom. He beheld them all glorious and all fair in the Son of His
love, though He was well acquainted with every sin they should ever
commit, every wandering thought of their minds, and every evil
imagination of their hearts. " Beset behind ! " Oh, yes, 'the Church
was ever beset behind with the eternal and unchanging love of the
divine Three. The Father loved her and gave her to the Son, who
received her to His fond embrace, never to part from her aGain'; while
the Holy Ghost completed the whole transaction by promising to
renew, regenerate, instruct, comfort, and conduct the chosen band
safely to their eternal home.
See how blessedly the covenant compact is revealed in the Epistle
of Paul to the Thessalonian Church: "But we are bound to give
thanks al way to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvatioll, through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth" (2 Thess. ii. 13); and,
again, when writing to Timothy, he says, "God, who hath saved us
and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which was giveu to us in
Christ Jesus before the world began."
(To be contimted.)

MURMURING.

"Neither murJnur ye."-l CORINTHIANS x.

10~

A MURMURING, repining spirit is one of the greatest evils that can
afflict a child of God. It is a cankerworm at the rO,ot of spiritualmindedness, brings leanness into the soul, and destroys all happiness
and comfort. In days when so much that is depressing meets the
Christian's gaze in whatever direction he looks, there is peculiar
danger of indulging this God-dishonouring sin. It may, therefore, not
be inopportune to offer a few observations on the evils connected with
a morose, murmuring disposition. May the perusal of these lines lead
to an eal'llest desire to walk in accordance with the apostolic injunction
transcribeo. above. \Ve will consider, first, the cause of murmuring;
second, the cure.
I.-The Cause. Many things tend to produce a murmuring spirit.
1. The first we will notice is the habit of judging by sight. It is
so natural to suppose that things are what they seem. If the orderings
of God's providence appear to be evil, we are apt to rebel against
apparently contrary dispensations as if they were wholly so. Now, the
infallible Book declares, "There shall no e'oil happen to the just." It
is the truest wisdom not to judge by the look of things; but, as
enabled to rest on God's VVord, quietly to wait and watch the progress
of events from this vantage ground. Good JOHN NEWTn'< sings
respecting God's' ancient people in their wildlJrness wanderinGi-
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" They often murmured by the way
Because they judged by sight;
But were at length constrained to say
The Lord had led them right."

According to all appearance the. state of things in the professing
Ohurch and in the world is growing worse and worse. We believe
the darkness will increase, for it is more and more evident that society
is committing itself to a course that is altogether downward and
opposed to God's Word. How few even amongst nominal Ohristians
ever dream of really seeking counsel at the Lord's hands! A prayerful
soul is indeed rarely to be met with. It is no wonder then that men
are given up to follow the vain counsels of their own vain hearts.
But let no murmuring thought rise in the heart of the child of God
in view of, the evils of the times. The Lord knows why He permits
such thing~; He sees the end from the beginning, and when the full
development comes, that end will be accomplished, viz., His own glory;
and it will be manifest that all things were working together for good
at the very time we poor short-sighted creatures drew such very
different, such egregiously wrong conclusions.
2. To come to personal matter~. The true believer sometimes walks
in darkness, and beholding nothing but a cloud on all his path, he
is prone to conclude he is out of the secret altogether. Earnestly
desiring and seeking to be right, but unable to find any evitlence in
his favour, he fears because of what he feels. This darkness of soul
is very prolific of murmuring thought, which, probably, runs in the
direction of questioning the Lord's willingness-and, perhaps, almost
His ability-to help. Because His methods are unknown, and the
reason of the trials un perceived, a peevish, querulous, '\Vhy 7 will be
applied to everything. Judging by sight produces downright disobedience. A soldier's duty is to obey without asking-Why 1 The
soldier of the cross, however, too often not only neglects to submit,
but even cavils at being required to do so.
3. The prevalence of unbelief produces murmuring. The momelJt a
Ohristian finds himself unable to believe that the Lord knows and
always does that which is best and right, that moment the rebellion
of his heart rises in. murmuring contradiction of the teaching of the
Word and Spirit of the Lord.
4. Another source of the evil we deplore is the indulgence of selfpity. How clearly was this the case with the Israe ites of old. They
thought the Lord dealt hardly with them in respect to their food.
Sometimes they murmured for want of it; and then, again, when God
sent manna, because it was not the right sort; He gave them bread,
they wanted flesh. Do we not imitate our rebellious progenitors whenever it pleases the Lord to withhold from us the bread of heaven for
a season 7 Moreover, often when we seek comfort, and God sends
correction; when we look for a consoling promise, and our Father
sends a directing precept; when the food is not just what we hoped
for, self-pity is apt to rise in proud discontent, and the old scene in
the wilderness is re-enacted in our hearts.
5. We observe that the way is as much objected to as the food.
We murmur because it is so rough, rugged, dangerous, difficult, and
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long. In Israel's camp there was plenty of complaining about the toils
and troubles of the desert path. It is too much so with many of us.
N evertheless" 'Tis the right way, tho' dark and rough;
Mysterious, yet 'tis plain enough;
And, if our souls the end could view,
We should approve the pathway too."

6. There are times in the experience of most when much grace,
wisdom, and strength are peculiarly needed, but not possessed, i.e.,
according to our feeling. Satan takes great advantage of our weakness,
and the felt lack of these needful blessings ,is sometimes a great
instrument in his hands to effect a murmuring spirit; and this is a
great hindrance to effectual, fervent prayer, and thus it becomes a bar,
interposed by the adversary, to pre\'ent I access to that never-failing
treasury,. whence alone grace, wisdom, and strength can be derived.
7. It is sad when the Lord's chastisement causes murmuring. It
should be a season of thankfulness, seeing it is the 'proof of Fatherly
love. "vVhat son is he whom the Father chasteneth not 7"
8. 'Ye seek for the last particular we can now mention which produces a murmuring disposition in the saint in those cros,-providences and
.disappointment>; the Lord sends as trials to His people's faith and
patience. Like Jacob of old they are ready sometimes to exclaim, "All
these things are against me." Burdens which press heavily, cares which
corrode the heart as doth a canker, will cause neglect of the injunction,
"Neither murmur ye," until such time as we are, by the enablings
of grace, privileged and permitted to cast both burdens and cares npon
the Lord. This brings us to our next point., namely, to consider-n. The CUTe for a murmuring spirit. It is the Lord who healeth all
onr diseases, and we are sure the inveterate and deep-seated complaint
of which we have described the cause, needs a visit from the good
Physician, ere it can be cured. We propose to notice a few of the
means by which (in the hands of the Saviour Healer) this desirable
result is effected.
1. The Lord remedies the evil oftentimes by the application of the
Word, either in the giving of a promise to encourage us to trust, and
draw out our faith, or the enforcement of a precept reproving us. A
divine power accompanies the Word, by which we are enabled to fall
under it, and penitently confessing our error, we are brought humbly
and submissively to accept all our trials as from the Lord.
2. An increase of knowledge is a remedy for many evils, and certainly it is for that which the Apostle deprecates in the portion on
which these remarks are founded.
The more we know of self and
its deformity, of sin and its defiling nature, the less reason shall we
see to murmur at. anything the good Lord may send; for why should a
living man complain, a man for the punishment of his sin 7 Further,
the more extended our knowledge of the Lord's goodness, long-suffering,
and mercy becomes, the more happily contented shall we be with whatever He is pleased to provide.
3. The discontented murmuring of our heart is sometimes subdued
when we are enabled to turn our eyes from our miseries to our mercies.
RALPH VINNING sang two hundred years ago-
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"Laugh we to suck the sweet 1
A nd shall we lowre
If God be pleased to send
A little sour 1"

Thankfulness for our many mercies is a good antidote against murmuring on account of the few thorns which may happen to bA in our
nest. Moreover, we may reflect that these thorny troubles would be
reckoned amongst our greatest blessings, if rightly viewed. Anyhow" Whp.n thou thy God hast thanked for every mercy sent,
'Vhat time will there be left for murmur or lament 1"
4. The next cure for murmuring is that of divine correction. It is
commanded, "Quench not the Spirit." Now, scarcely anything does
so grievA Him and cause the withdrawal of Ris sensible presence,
as indulgin~ in self-willed murmuring rebellion. By withholding His
gracious influp,nces, the Lord manifests His displeasure, and the object
of the Father's rod is sure to learn t~le reason of the correction in due
time. It is to heal him of this spiritual disease.
5. Our gracious God has, however, various ways of accomplishing
this object, and His methods may appear contrary. Often He shows
His tender, pitiful regard for His poor, foolish child by not visiting
his transgression with the rod at all; but passing all by, He releases
him from the snare of a repining spirit by the comfortings of the Holy
Ghost. ".He knoweth our frame and remembereth that we are dust."
The good Samaritan comes to the poor sinner who has fallen among
thieves, and is sorely wounded in spirit, robbed of his comfort, and
lies helplessly prostrate ou the ground, a prey to fear and repining;
and then, instead of reproaching the poor thing for going in the way
he should not, takes his case in hand, and pouring in the oil of divine
grace, and administeriug the good old wine of the kingdom, thus eases
his pain, cheers his heart, heals his wounds, and helps him on his way.
At these interpositions, sighing is changed to singing, mourning to
rejoicing; and so jubilant thanksgiving for mercy received, takes the
place of carnal murmuring at the hardness of the lot. We proceed to
another view of our subject.
6. To break forth into secret rebellion against the Lord is to manifest
a very W1"ong spirit indeed; the one effedual cure is the renewal of a
right spirit.. After every lapse into sin, David's prayer is suitable, and
alas! the heart and the spirit, too, often offend in many points; but it
is particularly applicable after a fall into the miry clay, which is the
subject of the present paper. When th.e Lord graciously answers the
petition, "Renew a right spirit within me," the captivity is turned,
darknes<; is made light, crookfd places straight, and rough places plain;
the soul is restored to a right view of things, and the precious frnits
of humility and love abound.
7. Furthermore, murmuring is a sign that we are getting too independent j dictating, as it were, to the Lord that He should not do His
own pleasure. With hard labour, the proud heart is frequently brought
down to a state of humble dependence, and, at His feet, murmuring is
hushed to acquiescence in His will.

..-"
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8. The last, but certainly not the least means of healing our murmuring spirit~, is by the Holy Spirit setting before our eyes the example
of the Master. How meekly and submissively He took the cup, bowed
to His Father's will, became willingly obedient, even unto deJ,th, for His
Ohurch's sake. Ohild of God, for your sake He never murmured,
even when bearing the intolerable load of your sin; when suffering the
bitter anguish of that wrath due to you. For His sake, then, NEITHER
MURMUR YE.

E. O.
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OBITUARY.
DIED, November 13th, 1883, at the residence of hrr son, MARK
HONEYSETT, in Footville, l{ock Co., Wisconsin, U llited State~, Mrs.
FRANCES HONEYSETT. :She survived her husband, SAMUEL HONEYSETT,
twenty years. He died, November 14th, 1863.
The subject of this sketch was born at \V arbleton, Sussex, England,
January 11th, 1805. Her maiden name was SAUNDERS. She was
married to SAMUEL HONEYSETT in 1824. They, wiLh three sons and
one daughter, emigrated to America in 1849, landing in Canada; from
thence to Cleveland, in Ohio. They remained in Ohio one year; then
went and settled 01} a farm in Wisconsin, where they both died.
Mrs. HONEYSETT bad been a believer in Jesus for over forty years,
and was a strict Calvinistic Baptist. When ·in England she attended
the ministry of Mr. JAMES WELLER, of Burwash, Sussex; afterward,
of Robertsbridge, six miles distant; and, when not prevented by sickness, she walked the six miles on Sunday to hear Mr. "VELLER, at
Robertsbridge Ohapel.
Her longing to be fed with living bread was intense. "Buy the
truth and sell it not," was her motto, or a prevailing thought with her.
Hence, she would search for truth as for hidden tre'lsures. She often
had doubts and fears, and would frequently say she was a poor unworthy
sinner, nothing to boast of ,her good works. "Nothing but the blood
of Ohrist could save her." This verse is her experience exactly; if
not one. word more were added, it would be right" Her hope was built on nothing less
Save Jesus, and His righteousness;
She dared not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly leaned on Jesus' name."

I~

Her disease being dropsy, she was indeed a great sufferer, and she
would often pray, and de6ire we should pray, that she might be released.
Then she would say, "No one can bear it for me; I must suffer the
Lord's time;" which she did faithfully and well. As she neared her
end, when questioned as to how she felt, and what she had to say, she
replied, "I have said all I have to say," and soon after fell peacefully
to sleep in Jesus.
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THE WYCLIF QUINCENTENARY CELEBRATION.
regard to the above so important an event, we have felt we
could not do better, as a summary, than to quote from the Rock of
May 23rd the admirable and so nobly-ontspoken sermon of the Bishop
of Liverpool, as preached upon the occasion in the Church of St.
Anne's, Blackfriars, so memorable as the scene of the labours of the
Christ-exalting WILLIAlII ROlliAINE. \'Ve rejoice at the clear, Scriptural, bold, and faithful testimony embodied ill the concise and comprehensive statement of the character and work of the immortal
WITH

WYCLIF.-ED.

The Bishop took as his text 2 Peter i. 13 : "Yea, I think it meet as long
as I am in this tabernacle to stir you up by putting you in remembrance."
They were met together that morning, he said, f. '1' an occasion of peculiar
interest. They were met to commemorate the five hundredth year since
that great man JOHN WYCLIF was laid in the grave. He desired to take up
the position of St. Peter in the text-to stir up his hearers by putting them
in remembrance. The age was a sleepy one as regarded spiritual things;
the best Christians occasionally needed a good deal of stirring up. He
prayed tlul,t all his hearers' might be stirred up to remembrance that day.
'.rhe fall of Adam had affected all the parts of man's constitution, but no
part in so great a degree perhaps as the memory. Our readiness to forget
God was one of the most painful facts of human nature, of which abundant
proofs were seen in the Old Testament, from the Flo'ld onwards; and in the
New Testament the frequem predictions which the Lord gave His disciples
concerning His resurrection appeared to have been utterly forgotten by them
when the resurrection took place. In the primitive Church, again, holV soon
were the simple truths and teachings of the Gospel overlaid by forms and
ceremonies! There w~,s, therefore, continual need of stirring up by putting
in remembrance. He desired to do this especially in regard to JOHN
WYCLIF. About JOHN WYCLIF, the man himself, his life, and his work,
there was an immense amount of ignorance; if he could remove a little of
it his sermon would not have been preached in vain. In order that his
hearers might properly understand the subject he must endeavour to give
them a picture of the religious condition of the age in which he lived.
WYCLIF was born in the year 1320, in the reign of EDWARD n., and died
in 1384, in the reign of RICIlARD n., so that he was at least one hundred
years before the invention of printing, and before the great reformation of
LUTHER. He was in fact an independent Reformer, and called no man
master. The three centuries which preceded him were the darkest period
the Church had gone through.
The Church was entirely Popish. Clergy and people alike were Papists.
Christianity was buried under a mass of superstition, priestcraft, and immorality; in fact, had St. Paul risen from the grave at that time. and beheld
the condition of the Church, he would hardly have called it Christian at all.
The clergy were hardly less ignorant Than the people. Practical religion
consisted in a great measure in almpgiving and penance; as for preaching,
there was scarcely any, and what there was, was not worth hearing. It was,
in short, a period of darkness that might be felt. As to the immorality of
the age, ~he less said about that Ihe better; people were able to trample
any of the Ten Commandments under foot, if they onl~' kept in with the
priests. He was now speaking as regarded the religious condition of the mass
of the people, for even in that age there were able statesmen and some clever
ecclesiastics, while the church architecture of the time has nAVel' since been
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surpassed. There were scholars and hard thinkers, too, like HALEs, BACON,
DUNS SCOTUS, BRADWARDINE, who had won respect all over Europe; and
there were even Churchmen who had courage to oppose the Pope, as witness
GROSSTESTE, the famous Bishop of Lincoln. But the enormous mass of the
common people and the clergy were in a state of ignorance so dense, that
the doctrines of Christ were almost unknown to them. He did not believe
there were five hundred people in all the English towns of importance who
could have given a right answer to the question, "What must I do to be
saved 7" This was the state of things when the power of the Pope was
supreme; and let it be borne in mind whenever there wa" any talk of a reunion with Rome. That seemed to him to be one of the most monstrous
propositions ever put forward, nor could it be accepted without a complete
rejection of some of the most important, lessons of history.
Let them say when that was talked of again that they knew what England
was when the Pope reigned undisturbed. When it was time to go back to
ignorance, superstition, priestcraft, idolatry, and immorality, then, and not
till then, would be time to re· unite with Rome. Romanism had been tried
in England for three centuries, and had failed. The panacea for the wants
and evils of to-day, Jay not in a revival of priestcraft, but in more reading
of the Bible, in more preaching of the Gospel, in more faith, repentance,
and holiness. Facts were facts, and there was no getting over the facts of
history, which plainly pointed against Romanism. He had suggested some
of the difficulties which WYCLIF had to encounter. The man who could do such,
a work as he did, in such an age, must be worthy of honour, and they would
do well to keep him and his work in mind. He did a great work in an age of
darkness; but, notwithstanding the greatness of his work, the early life of the
man himself was wrapped in obscurity. It was known that he was at Oxford
from 1335-1340, that he obtained a high reputation there, and that he was
made Master of Balliol in 1361 ; that he was afterwards at Queen's, Merton,
and Canterbury Hall, that he did a great deal of his literary work at Uxford,
and that it was his headquarters till he retired to Lutterworth. Unhappily,
however, there remained no minute circumstantial account of his life; we
did n0t know how he obtained his vast and sound theological learning, who
were his fellow labourers, or whether he had none, and studied alone. There
were four main reasons why the name and teaching of WYCLIF should be
honoured by this and succeeding generations. First, because he was the
first Englishman who maintained the sufficiency and supremacy of the Holy
Scriptures, as the rule of faith and practice. This was the very backbone of
Christianity. All things were to be weighed, measured, and tested by the
Bible. This was the standard which WYCLIF rai~ed in England: might it
never be lowered! Secondly, he was the fint Englishman who attacked and
denounced the dangerous errors of the Church of Rome. He denounced her
ignorance, her imm()rality, and the doctrine which interposed the priest.
between man and God. All this he did a century and a-half before the
Reformation.
In these days, went on the Bishop, the edge of the old feeling about
Protestantism seemed to be growing a little dull, and there were worse signs
abroad; in short, at the rate at wbich matters were going at present, there
would in fifty years be a possibility of the repeal of the Act of Settlement,
and. of letting the crown of England be worn by a Papist. Hut he hoped
that if there was to be any settinz back of the clock in this fashion, we
should not stop until we had got right back to the days of WYCLIF.
Thirdly, WYl:LIF was one of the first who revived the Apostolical ordinances
of preaching. His poor preachers, as they were called, did much to break
up the fallow ground, and to pave the way for the Reformation of RIDLEY,
LATIMER, and their companions. This alone would entitle him to our
undying gratitude. He fought strongly against the tendency to set up the
priests as mediators between God and man, rather than as simple preachers
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of the Word of God. There was a growing disposition in these days to
underrate the value of preaching. Too much prominence was given to
Sacraments and liturgical prayers, by which Script.ural proportion was disregarded. Nothing could have so powerful an influence in awakening sinners
and leading them on to repentance as powerful, fiery preaching of the Word
of God.
Fourthly, WYCLIF was the first Englishman who translated the Bible into
the English language, and enabled it to be understood by the people. Of
the difficulties which must have attended him in that task no conception could
now be formed.' To inspect the machinery of such an institution as the Bible
flociety, and then to think of the toil that must have been undergone by
WYCLIF, was enough to take one's breath away. Nevertheless, no less than
170 complete copies of WYCLIF'S Bible had been found when it was reprinted
at Oxford forty years ago. The good done by the translation of the Bible
in WYCLIF'S day would never be known. The possession by the people of
the Bible in their own language was the greatest national blessing that
could be enjoyed. A free Bible was the grand secret of national prosperity;
it was the Book on which the well· being of nations hinged and with which
it was inseparably bound up; it was the parent of free thought. Which
p .• rishes in England flourished the best? Those in which the Bible was the
most carefully taught. What ministers in the Church exerted the most
influence? Those who relied most firmly on the Bible, and were the best
preachers of the Bible. A clergyman without the Bible was like a soldier
without arms, a builder without tools, a messenger without tidings. What
missionary achievements could be shown by those who did not rely on the
Bible? From the Bible had been drawn many of the best laws of society; to
the Bible we were indebted for the institution of the Sabbath; to its influence
we owed every humanitarian and charitable institution existing amongst
us. The sick, the poor, the lame, the suffering, the orphan, and the idiot
were little thought of until the Bible came to be read and obeyed. The
world we lived in was fearfully unconscious of its duties; and not until the
last day would it be known how much was owing to JOHN 'WYCLIF as the
first translator of the Bible into English. These were four leading reasons
for which the memory of JOHN WYCLIF ought to be held in honour. He
would not claim for him that he was a perfect man; he lived in a twilight
age, when he had to rely in great measure on his own unaided powers. But
what defects he had were far, far outweighed by this great fact that he was
the first translator of the Bible into English. It was marvellous how such
a man had been allowed to die peacefully in his bed, but no onc can doubt
that he was miraculously preserved by God. The hand over WYCLIF was
the crucified hand of Him who said, (, I am with you to the end of the
world," WYCLIF was immortal until his work was done. In conclusion, the
Bishop said that he trusted this Commemoration would not be without some
distinct result; he did not want it to be a mere display of fireworks; and
first and foremost he would have his hearers rally round WYCLIF'S great
principle of the supremacy and sufficiency of the 'Bible, watch against the
dangerous errors of the Church of Rome, and encourage the full and faithful
preaching of God's Word. There was more courage wanted at this day, more
boldness. more men who were not afraid to stand alone if need be, as \,VYCLIF
did for s) many years. Finally, the Lord God of JOHN W YCLIF was not
dead, but living, and He never changed. Men in these days were always
demanding something new. The Gospel of Jesus Christ never changed, and
it was that Gospel which we wanted at the present day.

The Times, of the 21st of May, sums up its comments upon this
remarkable man in the following glowing terms:Little as we know of the Reformer's career as a theologian, we do not
propose to follow -it. Enough to say that in his writings he maintains many
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of the doctrines held to this day by Protestants, and that in his retreat at
Lutterworth, where his latest and some of his busiest days were spent, he
wrote a great number of theological and controversial tracts. There, too,
, more happy in this than TYNDALE, he was permitted in his own home to
translate the Scriptures into English. URBAN VI., it is true, summoned him
to Rome to answer to the charge of heresy, but he wrote in reply that he
was too weak to take the journey, and not long after a paralytic stroke
ended his active life. He died on the last day of 1384. In 1415 the Council
of Constance condemned his writings as heretical, and ordered that his bones
should be dug up and cast 011 a dunghill. Thirteen years elapsed before, at
the command of the Pope, this sentence was virtually executed. His bones
were burnt. His ashes werd thrown into the stream called the Swift, which,
says THOMAS FULLER, "conveyed them into' the Avon, the Avon into the
Severn, the Severn into the narrow seas, and they to the main ocean; and
thus the ashes of VVYCLIF are the emblem of his doctrine, which now is
dispersed all the world over."
WYCLIF was a great man in an age famous in history. The marvel is that
he was suffered to die a natural death, and that the indignity bestowed
upon his ashes was not inflicted on himself. It is well that his memory,
like that of TYNDALE, should be held in honour by the nation that gave
him birth. SHIRLJ:;Y says that"The actions of the just
Smell sweet, and blossom in their dust."
Some of WYCLIF'S actions and some of his words may not be deemed wholly
commendable in our day, but to judge of this courageous and faithful man
by a 19th century standard would be not only unjust, but ridiculous,
WYCLIF lived in a state of society so different from ours that we can but
faintly realize it. The more we strive to do so, however, the more clearly
do' we see that to him and to men of
kindred spirit we owe our religious
and political liberty. Strange to say, his works, in which the character of the
man is revealed, are comparatively unknown. His Eoglish Bible, translated
from the Latin V ulgate, was not printed until 466 years after his death; 19
years later his select English works appeared, and now all his English works
are accessible. Much, however, remaios to be done, for the great mass of
the Reformer's Latin writings are still in manuscript. The Wyclif Society
has resolved that all his genuine works, which will probably fill twenty
volumes, shall be carefully edited and printed, and it is stated that "a full
English abstract or digest of each volume will be given in it, so as to make
reference easy to the student, and to en~ble the English reader to get a
knowledge of the contents." And the committee add that "No party feeling
whatever enters into the society's plan. The only desire is to do England's
long-neglected duty to the memory of a great English worthy." He deserves
the honour he is likely to receive, but the labour and C03,t of the undertaking will not be slight, for it is stated that the Imperial Library at
Vienna and the Capitular Library at Pugue contain "enormous collections
of manuscripts waiting for earnest students to work through." Oxford has
had few worthier sons than WYCLIF, not one, perhaps, whose influence has
been more powerful. He was not without the faults common to controversialists, but compared with the splendour of his achievements they are
but as motes in the sunbeam.

a

EVERY man blameth the devil for his
house-devil of e\'ery man, that eateth and
that idol that killeth all-is himself. Oh,
themselves, and put Christ in the room of

sins; but the great devil, the
lieth in every man's bosomblessed are they that can deny
themselves !-Ruthmio-rd.
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£,mnons nub' ~lotes nf Sermons.
THE IDENTITY OF LIFE BETWEEN CHRIST AND HIS
PEOPLE.
A SERMON l'REACHED AT ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER, ON EASTER SUNDAY,
BY THE REV. ]\'1. SWEET AM, CURATE OF ST. SILAS', BRISTOL.

"Because I live, ye shall live also."-JoHN xiv. 19.
(Concluded from page 355.)

n.

IN the next place, what effect has the life of Christ upon our

life 1
1. One effect is, that we live more confidently. See for a moment
how the life of everyone who really lives owes itself to the life of
Jesus. We live because the death of Christ upon the cross redeemed
us from a state of death. The dying of Jesus, being a substitution
for our dying, released us from the necessity of dying for ever. But
how do we know that the death of Christ made us capable of life 1
Because God, in raising Him from the dead, gave an assurance that He
had accepted the atonement which Christ made upon the cross. By
no other means could we have been certified that our life is secure.
But now the risen life of Christ puts the seal to the covenant; and,
if we owe life to His death, we owe the assurance of life to His life
after death; and this is what is meant in the passage, "raised again
for our justification." .So we live in the sweet sense of life, and that
comes to pass, "Because I live, ye shall live also."
And we may carry this thought further. You say that you have
been saved by the blood of Christ; you say that you have an interest
in it, and that you live j but what pledge have you that your life will
be continued and preserved 1 :Mark St. Paul's reasoning-" If, when we
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life." Life was given on
Calvary, but the sustentation of that life-the fact that we live on-is
due not to His death, but to what a risen and ascended Saviour now
is j to His Priestly office in heaven, to His mediation, to His intercessory prayer, to His watchful care over us night and day, to His
sovereign working in us and for us, and to His sending to us the
Holy Ghost. Let these cease, and our spiritual life would cease the
next moment. Yet all this we owe to His risen and glorified life;
therefore Christ said truly, "Because I live, ye shall live also."
2. Another effect of His life is, that His people live a more holy
life. As water is ever seeking the level from which it flows, so the
, Ohristian's life is always rising towards the standard of that life of
Christ in which its own hidden fountain lies. The Epistles of Paul
distinctly teach us that, if we are united to Christ, we are now living
a resurrection life-that is, we have passed through a passion, a
crucifixion, a death, a burial, and a resurrection. By certain inward
sufferings and conflicts we die-we die to this sinful world, and to our
own sinful desires and affections. By a painful process the separation
was effected, and. old things are as if they had been cast into
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the grave. Out of the elements of our former character, called in
Scripture" the old man," a -new being, called "the new man," sprang
up by the operation of the Holy Ghost. This is life from the dead.
Free in its nature, it emancipates itself from the dust to which' it
clings, and its desire is to be holy, even as Christ was holy, in heart
and life.
3. Another effect of His life is, that we live a more heavenly life.
Being risen with Christ, we seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. We set our affections on
things above, and not on things on the earth. If we love Christ, and
trust in Him for everything, our heart and mind will be continually
ascending to the place where He is. Life will be constantly ascending
in its fixedness, and rising up day by day to a loftier and more heavenly
existence. We know that our living Head is gone to prepare a place
for us, and that He will soon come to receive us to Himself, and therefore we live, not for this world, but for the place which is prepared
for us.
4. I shall mention one effect more of our Redeemer's life. It shows
us how to live; it teaches us to live really and energetically. Our
time on earth, af[er our resurrection from the death of sin to the life
of righteousness, should be a counterpart of, or correspond with, the
time our Lord was on earth after His resurrection. Now we ask
ourselves, "Are there any points in those forty days in which there
ought to be a special resemblance between our risen S::tviour and our
resurrection life 1" There are several, but I shall notice only a few.
We observe that those forty days were very"busy days-transactions
at Jerusalem, then a passage to the farthest _part of the land, then
transactions in - Galilee, then a return to J udooa, then a parting
instruction and consolation, then the scenes at Bethany, and then the
ascension. Even the events recorded-and probably they are only a
small part of what did take place-leave the impression that His
resurrection life was full of activity. We note that, and we see our
copy.
Again, we must be struck with the earnestness and the intensity
of the words that He spoke, and the acts that He did, in that short
period. They breathed a more than usual spirit of intentness, and
He was as a -man under the continual conviction that the time was
very short. All was planned, all was holy, all was compressed. Here
we have another lesson.
We further observe that all His words and messages in that short
period were very affectionate. Take a few instances: "Mary, why
weepest thou 1" "Peace be- -unto you." "My brethren." " My Father
and your Father, My God and your God." "Simon, lovest thou Me 1"
"Lo, I am with you alway." It is all tenderness, consideration, and
love. Here let us look well again to our copy.
And work-work for God-was the thought that He was always
impressing upon His followers: "Feed My sheep." " Feed My lambs."
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature."
"Teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." Here, then, is the -mode of that
life of which Christ speaks when He says, "Because I live, ye shall
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live also "-full, earnest, loving, holy, and set to the great object of
extending His Father's glory.
Now, we have seen the connection between Christ's risen life and
our spiritual life, and the effects of His life upon ours. I may ask,
Do you experimentally know anything about this subject 1 To learn
these· facts from sermons or from the Bible is not enough. You need
to learn them from the Holy Spirit of Christ. When He takes of
these things of Christ., and shows them to you, you will know better
than any preacher can teach you what the words mean, "Because I
live, ye shall live also." If you have not so learned Christ, there is
still a great want; there is a void that the world can never fill.
May God, in His mercy, if it be His will, make this a memorable
Easter Sunday by teaching these lessons to many who have never
learned them before. Then you will "know Christ and the power
of His resurrection."
Ill. There is another thought suggested by the text that I may just
mention. It is the connection between Christ's resurrection and the
resurrection of our bodies. Because His body lives, our bodies shall
live also. He is "the Resurrection and the Life." In rising from the
dead, He became" the First-fruits of them that slept." "As in Adam
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." That living One
who is alive for evermore, has in His possession the keys of hell and
of death. Redemption from the dominion of death and from the power
of the grave is infallibly secured. Now He can say, "I will ransom
them from the power of the grave; I wili redeem them from death;
o death, I will be thy plagues; 0 grave, I will be thy destruction."
After the separation of death and the curse, effected by the death of
Christ, and demonstrated by His resurrection from the dead, every
believer may come forth boldly, and look in the face of dissolution
steadfastly, and, under its pangs and sorrows, say confidently, "Surely
the bitterness of death is passed."
The resurrection of Christ dispels the gloom that overshadows the
grave, and, like a sunbeam darting light through the land of darkness, it
raises the joyful hope of the redeemed body coming forth from the
grave, fashioned like unto His glorious body. In the region of the
shadow of death His body lay for a time, but as surely as God raised
it on the third day, the bodies of His saints shall be redeemed· from
the dominion of death, and ransomed from the power of the grave.
"If the Spirit of Him who raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your
mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you."
Let us exult, then, brethren, in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead. Never was joy more rational; never was triumph more
glorious. The triumphant entries of conquerors, and the shouts that rend
the air in praise of their victories, when they have subdued a general,
routed an army, humbled the pride and repressed the rage of a foethese may sometimes be deserved; yet they should all yield to the joys
excited by the triumph of the King of kings over death. One part
of the gratitude due to beneficial events is, to know their value, and
to be suitably affected by them. Let us, therefore, call heaven and
earth to witness our gratitude and zeal while we .celebrate the praise
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of the Author of our eternal salvation; and, with a heart penetrated
with the liveliest gratitude and with the most ardent love, let every
Christian exclaim, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which, according to His abundant mercy, hath begotten us again
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dea_d."
Let us pray that, in our spiritual life here, and in the eternal life of
body and soul hereafter, we may realize the fulness of meaning in
the words, "Because I live, ye shall live also:"

"LAID UP."
" Oh, how great is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up for therr~ that fear
Thee."-PS.HM xxxi. 19.
Laid up! The beauty oUhis verse
Laid up-no earth-born tongue can
We never saw before;
tell
Laid up for them that fear Him,
How vast, how rich, how free!
And wait at mer~y's door.
Laid up where holy angels dwell,
From all eternity!
L:tid 1Lp for them that trust in
Him
Laid up-sweet thuught our hearts to
Before the sons of men ;
cheer,
Laid up that they may go to
This store can never end ;
Him
Laid up-then banish every fear;
Again, an.d oft again.
He'll timely succour send.
Laid up in that vast treasury,
Not eye nor ear can know;
Laid up where .Jesus holds
key,
.
His blessing to bestow.
Laid up -sweet, sweet reminder
To seek Him day by day!
Laid up for each to gather
In His appointed way.
Laid up long, long ere time began,
This covenant of His love;
Laid up in store for sinful man,
His goodness great above.

the

Laid up! How many gone before
Have' prov(d He did provide!
Laid up-they knocked at mercy's
door,
And never were denied.
Laid up-enough, enough for all;
His love will never end ;
Laid up-then hearken to His call ;
. Come, prove this gracious Friend.
Laid up-no money need you bring,
The price has long been paid ;
Laid up-then venture, ask the King;
He full atonement made.

Laid 1Lp! Encouraged thus to go,
We'l1 plead Thy sacred name ;
Our wants so great, we long to know
We may Thy goodness claim.
AUNT

Lucy.

WE often mistake our desires for God's intentions.
THE learned and excellent Archbishop LEIGHTON, whilst a minister of
the Church of Scotland, was once publicly reprimanded in a Synod for
not" preaching to the times." "Who," he asked, "does preach to the
times 1" It was answered that all the brethren did it. "Then," he
answered, "if all of you preach to the times, you may surely allow one
poor brother to preach Jesus <;Jhrist and eternity."
2 E
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THE PRESENT STATE OF AUSTRALIA.

THE annexed extracts from a letter, recently received from our youngest
son, will-'show the present hapless condition of multitudes in Australia.
When we reflect upon the cause of such calamities befalling so many of
our poor fellow-creatures, well may we recognize and acknowledge the
hand of the Most High, in that He is pleased to send us the refreshing
dew and the copious showers, and by which our favoured land is preserved
from such ruinous consequences as those herein detailed.-ED.
THE DROUGHT IN AUSTRALIA.

The drought is something fearful j it is now going into the fOllrth
year, and, if it holds out much longer, the distress will amount close
up to a famine. By this drought, Australia has received a blow that
years of prosperous seasons wiU not eradicate. 'fhe squatters are being
helped along by the banks and private companies, who dare not close,
as they would probably lose by that proceeding all they had advanced
on the respective stations. In fact, nearly every station in New
South Wales is literally in the hands of these banks and companies,
the squatters being merely managers. Then comes the worst sidethe awful suffering the starving stock endures, d.ying by inches, dying
every day-thQusands upon thousands of sheep, hundreds upon hundreds
of cattle, perishing for want of water and want of food. The country
is literally grassless from one end to the other. Driving along the
track, each lagoon and water hole, that before seemed such a welcome
sight to the weary traveller, presents an aspect simply horribleputrid, stagnant water, green and loathsome, fringed thickly with dead
and dying stock, sheep, horses, bullocks, kangaroos, emus, and even
reptiles, packed closely, forming a barrier to the water (horrible as it
is) for the still living creatures striving to reach it-and these in their
turn fall and die. And so the hideous circle creeps out wider and wider
-and God knows what it will end in. Owners of stations go about
with downcast eyes and troubled minds-men who have never known
'what want means j now they can be seen, looking furtively at their
wives and children, and wondering what the end will be j and all for
the want of a little rain-,-only three inches, which with you, would
amount to what would fall in a single wet night. May God send it,
and send it soon, to wipe out this pitiable sight. This station on
which we now are has suffered severely, having lost eighty thousand
sheep the year before last j but, so far, this season they are well off,
inasmuch as they have not lost any stock, on account of a plenteous
supply; Of scrub, called by the blacks Carraway, which the sheep do
fairly well upon j and also because of the number of tanks on the
station, the greater portion of which have It good supply of water for
the sheep. But if it does not rain shortly, these sheep must die also
-the '-wiriter nights will kill them.
, The drlilught I affects me only slightly. Work becomes scarce j but,
foreseeing the lOUt-turn of affairs, 1 reduced my staff, from twenty-two
men to fiv:e~ consequently my-expenses are only about £15 -per week,
in the place of--£130, so that, if I am not making any money, I am
certainly not losing an'y.

-,"-
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LEADINGS AND TEAOHINGS.
(Oontinued.fJ·om page 313.)

IN a letter congratulating our beloved Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
on attaining his seventy-third birthday, I was inadvertently led into
a narrative of the Lord's "Leadings and Teachings" respecting my own
"Oredentials, Oall, and Olaims of the Gospel. Ministry," to an extent far
beyond the scope of either a private letter or a magazine article, since
published in the May number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Hence the
elimination therefrom of the greater part of the MS,. dating from the year
1846 to 1850, from whence I now take it up, being encouraged thereto
by the kind words, "I have read your letter with the deepest interest."
Thus stimulated, I continue the narrative, if only for the use and at.
the request of. private friends; but, should it ever appear in print, may
the ever-blessed Spirit be matter, pen, and power, to apply anything
written as may hereafter prove a word in season to some poor, exercised,
sin-burdened, tempest-tossed, Satan-harassed soul; and to God the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be all the praise. Amen.
In the year 1850, we were truly desirous of once more finding a
"settled resting-place."
To this end we took a house at Bayswater,
even after a few months purchasing the same. Here we began to think
" tp.~ Qounds of our habitations" as wandering Israelites were to be fixed,
and, so far as the next eight years were concerned, they were j but
ho.w little we then lulew what was in the womb of God's providence, as
brought fortli and unfolded during these eventful years, my memory
as well as my total inability utterly fail me to describe.
There being so much in common as to spiritual castings down and
liftings up, as well as in providence, I shall only briefly mention a few
of the most important events during this period of from 1850 to
1858, after which the Lord began more manifestly to unfold in providence and grace His future, which ultimately led to my call to the
ministry. Suffice it to say, during these years I was passing uI).der the
rod, and being beaten with many stripes, according to Luke xii. 47-50 :
"And that servant which knew his lord's will, and prepared not
himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many
stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much
required." , And herein was to be learned that secret of the Lord that
follows: "I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I if it be
already kindled ~ But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how
am I straitened [margin, 'pained'] till it be accomplished." "Oh," some
may say, "this has only reference to Ohrist!" But OALVIN MARTIN found
it had to do with him, so as blessedly to experience the inward testimony to the truth of such Scriptures as Romans viii. 17: "And if
children, then heirs j heirs of God, and joint heirs with Ohrist j if so
be that we suffer with Him, that we may be glorified together;"
and that where "foolishness is bound in the heart of a child, the rod
of correction shall drive it far from him" (Prov. xxii. 15). Also we
learned that God verily had a "new sharp threshing instrument having
teeth," to '.'beat them small;" that is, mountains and hills of sin, unbelief,
pride, follies, wilfulness, and. waywardness, with all that stands. betwixt
the love of God and His poor, erring, Satan-harassed, devil-driven
2 E 2
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child, whom He saw, and set His private mark or seal upon, from everlasting, in a "covenant ordered in all things and sure," "even the sure
mercies of David;" as it is written, "Thou shalt fan them, and the
• wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and'
thou shalt [worm J acob] rejoice in the Lord, and shalt glory in the
Holy One of Israel" (Isa. xli. 16). "0 my threshing, and the corn of
my floor [margin, 'son']: that which I have heard of the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel, have I declared unto you" (Isa. xxi. 10).
Eut cheer up, poor soul; though "bread corn must be bruised, He
will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of His cart,
ThJs also cometh forth from the
nor bruise it with His horsemen.
Lord of hosts,' which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working"
(Isa. xxviii. 28, 29).
Again, what a sharp threshing instrument, having teeth, is the devil,
that old roaring lion, going about seeking whom he may devour; as
well as one's own heart's lusts, so faithfully portrayed in the character
given of Pharaoh of old in pursuit of the covenant seed: "The enemy
said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust
shall be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall
destroy them. Thou didst blow with iThy wind [Spirit], the sea
[even the red sea of Jesu's blood] covered them [sins]: they sank as
lead in the mighty waters. Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord ~ . . ..
glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ~ Thou stretchedst
out. Thy right hand, the earth swallowed them" (Exodus xv. 9-12).
Again, the secret of the J-,ord was opened up in "Da,niel in the lions'
den," into which he was cast at the king's command, who said unto
him, "Thy God whom thou servest continually, He will deliver thee."
A stone is brought (as at our Saviour's sepulchre), and laid upon the
mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, that
the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. Then we read
the king went to his palace, passed the night in fasting-no instruments of music, though his sleep went from him. Then we have his
great anxiety till the morning, and, rising very early, went to the den,
and cried with a lamentable voice, "0 Daniel, . . . is thy God able to
deliver thee from the lions ~ " Then answered Daniel unto the king,
"My God hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that
they have not hurt me," &c. (Dan. vi. 16-22). This secret of the
Lord is alone with them that fear Him, and unto whom He reveals His
covenant. The king's seal and .the stone were hidden from Daniel
for the time, but afterwards revealed in all their spiritual significance and·
teaching, even so as to make one wise unto salvation. " Nevertheless,
the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth
them that are His" (2 Tim. ii. 19).
Little did one for a moment contemplate how, during these terrible
years of sinning and repenting, castings down and liftings up, that
it was to prepare me as a "fisher of men," and for this purpose suffered
to" launch out into the deep "-in depths of sin-that I might know
and be well taught of God which "side of the ship" to cast the net
hereafter, so as to catch and call great sinners to repentance, and not
the righteous, and to experimentally prove that "where sin abounded,
grace should much more abound."
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This doctrine may not suit the "elder brother" in the parable of the
.. prodigal son."
Dear HART has a word of comfort and consolation,
.as well as exhortation, for such" The prodigal's returned;
" What treatment since he came 1
Th' apostate bold and base;
Love, tenderly expressed.
That all his Father's counsel
What robe is brought to hide his
spurned,
shame?
And long abused His grace.
The best, the very best.
" Ye elder sons, be still ;
Give no bad passiona vent;
My brethren, 'tis our Father's will,
And you must be content."

It is written, "The husbandman must be first partaker of the fruits,"
and that he "hath need of long patience;" and in like manner, the
physician must be well acquainted with the malady, to apply the
remedy with any success.
Hence, during these years we had light
to see, life to feel, and knowledge to realize the fact, that "in me
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing;" but wounds, bruises, and
putrefying, running, corrupt sores, alone issue forth from the old Adam
nature, even from the crown of the head to the sole of the foot. And
thus the poor, sin-convinced, law-condemned soul is brought experimentally to the Apostle's words in Romans vii. 18-25; and, though not as
yet spiritually enlightened to understand and appropriate the preceding
chapters, or verse twenty-five above, on the law by which faith works,
he can, and does, endorse, from a sense of utter impotency and helplessness within himself-CC To will is present with me; but how to perform
that which is good, I find not. For the good that I would, I do not;
but the evil which I would not, that I do," &c.; but all to prove
the fact, notwithstanding all, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of
grace within, sighing, crying, and groaning out, "0 wretched man
that I am! who shaH deliver me from the body of this death 1"
" What tongue can fully tell
That Christian's grievous load,
Who would do all things well,
And walk the ways of God,
But feels within
Foul envy lurk,
And lust, and work
Engendering sin 1

" Poor, wretched, worthless worm!
In what sad plight I stand!
When good I would perform,
Then evil is at hand.
My leprous soul
Is all unclean,
My heart obscene,
My -nature foul.
" To trust to Christ alone,
- By thousand dangers scared,
And righteousness have none,
Is some~hing very hard.
Whate'er men say,
The needy know
It must be so ;
It is the way."

No, as dear old Mr. VINALL, Sen., used to say, "The 'tap root'
must be cut before the tree will evidence the witherings unto death."
As also Paul found it-" Sin revived, and I died" unto a covenant of
works. Till" John's axe is laid to the root of the trees," there will
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be no bringing forth fruit acceptable unto God (Matt. iii. 10); for
"the just shall live by faith," and "without faith it is impossible to
please God;" see our Church of England's thirteenth Article. Thus
the Apostle learned his lesson, and so, I found, must we, "And the
commandment which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death."
"For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under
sin," &c.
.
The .poor soul thus tied and bound by the "chain of his sins," can
no more loose himself, and turn and come to Christ, than the ass the
Lord (If life and glory had need of to ride upon into Jerusalem; or,
like Lazarus, to raise himself from the grave, and cast off his own
grave-clothes.
Oh, with what intense yearnings has the dear Lord since conceived
and quickened in my inmost soul for, and on behalf of, all such poor,
helpless, needy, sensible sinners who have light, ·life, and doctrine, but
no power to "break off their sins by righteousness" (Dan. iv.. 27), or
to deliver themselves "out of the horrible pit of sin, miry clay of
self, wherein there is no standing," or "set their feet upon the Rock!"
All, all the. bellowings of fallen man to "believe," or the "biddings,"
•exhortations, and precepts of the letter of truth itself, will be of no
avail till the Holy Spirit accompanies that,Word with life and power.
: '~ Sp!la~. but the word, Lord, 'and Thy servant shall be healed in that
self-same hour." "Then inquireth He of them the hour when he began
to amend. And they said unto Him, Yesterday, at the seventh hour,
the fever left him. So the father knew that it was at the same hour in
· the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth," &c. (John iv. 52). Hence
we hold, with the gracious TOPLADY and others, so far as e:Kperience
goes, in "progressive sanctification," according to the measure of grace
· given and degrees of faith in exercise. Thus we read, "He began to
amend;" and dear HART, writing on corruptions, says" The Lord assured the chosen-race,
From Egyptian bondage brought,
They should obtain the promised
place,
And tip.d the rest they sought.

"Not all at once, for fear thou
find
Thtl ravenous beasts of prey
Rising up0n thee from behind,
As dangerous foes as they.

" Strong nations now possess the bnd,
Yet yield not thou to doubt;
With arm outstretched and mighty
hand,
Thy God will drive them out.

" By little and by little He
Will chase them from thy sight;
Bclievel's are
not called, we
see,

To sleep, or play, but fight."

It was during these years the true meaning of dear Mr. IVEST'S
words were interpreted by the Holy Ghost with all their force and
meaning, when, in the year 1845, self and dear partner heard him
in Old Winchelsea Church preach from this ever-memorable portion
of God's Word, as recorded in Isaiah xiv. 3, 4, "And it shall come to
pass in the day that the Lord shall give thee rest· from thy sorrow,
and from thy 'fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast
made to serve, that thou shalt take up this proverb against the king
of .Babylon, and'say, How hath the 'oppressor ceased; the golden city
ceased!" Of his sermon I remembered nothing; but the text was
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indelibly impressed and deeply engraven on my heart, though, at that'
time, I neither knew nor felt the "fear, sorrow, and hard bondage"
contained in th£; text j but now the thought of past and present sins
would often make me a terror to myself, as well as to some of my
friends. An aged servant of the Lord, still in the flesh, and Sabbath
after Sabbath ministering the bread and water of the Word of life,
called on us at this time, when he made the remark to my dear wife,
that he could compare me to none other than the mad Gadarene.
Also during this period I visited my dear aged, loved, but since
departed mother, at Lewes, whom I accompanied to hear her dear old
pastor, Mr. VINALL, of Jireh Chapel, and where she had been a
member for upwards of forty years. Like Mr. WEST, some years
before the present occasion, was another time of the opening of the
heart for the sealing home with marvellous power the text, as taken
from Micah vii. 9, "I will bear the indignation of the Lord, because
I have sinned against Him, until He plead my cause, and execute
judgment for me: He will bring me forth· to the light, and I shall
behold His righteousness." 'Vhilst returning home, my dear mother
said she had not heard a word for herself, as it was all for me j and
truly she was a disc~rner of spirits, knowing all my state and case.
With the exception of the word, " Yes," tears were the only reply. I
dare not trust my pen to touch upon her revered aud sacred memory.
A shock of corn fully ripe j an ornament to her profession j a staunch
and close. friend to the dear old afflicted veteran, her pastor. She
entered into her rest to join him, as well as my dear father, who had
heaven opened to him in a vision, and a convoy of angels for four
days about him, to convey his soul to glory. Mr. E. VINALL buried
my dear mother j and on her tomb I caused to be engraved these
words, "0 death, where is thy sting ~ 0 grave, where is thy victory ~
Thanks be unto God, who giveth us the vjctory through our Lord
Jesus Christ."
(To be continued.)

NOWl

THEN!!

" F01' now we see through Ct glass, da1'kly; but then face to face."1 CORINTHIAJ.'<S xiii. 12.

Now the strife, the toil, the clamour,
Now the dark, benighted way;
Then at rest, sweet rest for ever;
Then the bright, unclouded day.

Now the heart seems well-nigh
breaking;
Now the cloud hangs overhead;
Then with rapturous joy awaking,
Then by angels met and led.

Now the suffering, pain, and
grieving,
Now the partings and the care;
Then the hflaling fruit receiving,
No more fear of. parting there.

Now our burden clogs and hinders;
Now our spirit groans oppressed;
Then no cloud, no shadow lingers,
All is freedom, peace, and rest.

Now the trembling, doubting, fearing;
Now the Shrinking from the fight;
Then sweet hallelujahs cheering
EVf'r and increasing light.

Now we long for His appearing,
Long our loving Lord to meet
Then for ever, ever near Him,
Then to worship at His feet.

424

The GosjJd Magazine.

clr.orttsp.onbtnct.
"HIS HAPPY SPIRIT HAD TAKEN ITS FLIGHT."

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-It has been for many months the desire of my heart
to send you a few lines, to thank you for your kindly reception and
review of my letter in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, September, 1882-first
to reply in a kind note, enclosing that dear little birthday card,
together with "A Brand Plucked from the Fire," which I read with
great interest, having just before read Mr. WILCOCKSON'S "Infidel
Uncle Saved at the Eleventh Hour." It awoke up in my mind, and
brought so vividly to my recollection, a wonderful account related to
me by my dear, gracious mother, now in heaven-a case so near akin
to the above uncle's case, although a marked difference in some of the
features of it, which I have long had a desire to send to you.
The case began in a little old village (Weston Birt) in Gloucestershire,
in the family of a poor; steady, haru-working man, for very low wages,
who was left with a family of five young children to provide for and
struggle with. I do well remember him.
The eldest child, BETSEY BOWLEY, as they called her, was about
twelve or thirteen years' of age, upon whom devolved the weight and
burden of the rest of the family, under which she distinguished herself,
having to be mother and manager of their small means-which she
was enabled to do, so that the neighbours were astonished. My father
and mother lived at that time in the same village, and kept a little
general shop, where poor BETSEY went for their little matters out of
the shop; and my dear mother, a kind-hearted soul, was ever ready
to give BETSEY advice and instruction in providing.
Well, time rolled OD, and BETSEY grew up and went out to service,
as nurse in a gentleman's family, where she was respected and valued,
being found a treasure to her employers. At about twenty-five she
married vYILLIAlI'1 PRIOR, a servant in the family.
During this time, my parents had left this viUage, and gone to live
in Tetbury, about three miles distant; and BETSEY, who had never
lost sight of my dear mother, came and lived in one of my father's
cottages, my mother, living close by, seeing her perhaps every day,
and, therefore, soon found that she had become a confirmed Pharisee,
qeing a close attendant at church whenever the doors were open for
service, where anything but the truth was to be heard, it being a high
Ritualistic church. She had no family; and as she had been a model
of a daughter and servant, so she was as a wife-her house the
picture of neatness, cleanliness, and order. Her nice face is now before
the eyes of my imagination and memory; hair and eyes raven-black,
with a clear, marble complexion, always lighted up with a sweet smile
on ·her countenance, being a woman who gained the esteem of all who
knew her.
Well, she_lived on for. several years in this cottage near my parents.
At length her health became impaired. Thinking the house was too
damp, she removed to another part of the town, but got no better, my
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. dear mother visiting her when she could. Having her own young
family and shop to attend to, she could not go as oft as she would. But,
as her end drew near, and, knowing her to be one of the excellent of
the earth, in every moral sense, who could say with the young man
in the Gospel, "All these things have I kept from my youth; what
lack I yet 1" my dear mother had some faint hope concerning her, that
the Lord would open her eyes, as no one else could do anything with
her in this respect, being so fast shut up in the iron cage of se1£righteousness.
However, one morning, my dear mother felt she must leave
everything to go and see BETSEY. As soon as she entered he~
room, she cried out, with outstretched arms, "Oh, my dear soul, you
are the woman I want to see. Come near to me, and let me tell yOIl
what wonders God has done for my soul! A few days ago my robe
of self-righteousness was suddenly torn off, and I found my soul naked
and bare before the eyes of a holy and heart-searching God; and I was
made to see that all my moral life and church-going was nothing but
filthy rags, so that all my hope was cut off and gone, 'removed like
a tree,' and that now hell would be my portion. I then tried to cry
for mercy, but found this was impossible, for such was the power of
the devil I found over me, that he got his thumb in my mouth, upon
my tongue, aud so holding it down in my mouth that I could not
use it, and telling me it was of no use-it was too late-that I must die
and then sink into hell for ever "-taking my mother's right hand,
placing the thumb in her mouth to show her exactly how the enemy
did it. "In this distress a friend came in to see me, who, seeing and
hearing somewhat the sad state I was in, took the Bible to read from the
Gospel of John, when, as soon as she came to the name of the LordJesus, and read it, my tongue flew up in my mouth like a cork out ofa
bottle, the devil fled, my tongue was loosed, and my soul delivered.
Now He has pardoned my sins, and washed me in His most precious
blood, and now I want to bless and praise Him with every remaining
breath I may have, for not suffering me to die in that horrible
delusion I had so long been living in, but has, in such rich, unmerited
mercy, snatched me from the very brink of hell." And so the dear
soul kept on blessing, praising, and adoring, so that my dear mother
had, by home duties, to tear herself away from her-as the dear soul
held her by both her hands-promising to come again to see her as
soon as she could, which she did the next morning, and then to find that
her happy spirit had taken its glorious flight, feeling much regret that
she had not seen her again. Upon inquiring how she finished, they
said, "Oh, blessing the Lord until her last breath!" the poor, dark,
and blind relatives about her coming to the conclusion that she was
out of her mind. \ But all taught of God knew that, as she expressed
it, "she was one snatched, at the eleventh hour; from the brink of
hell "" And shall such wonders God hath wrought
Be lost in silence and forgot 1"

Feeling, as I now do, that my journey through this vale of tears is
drawing to a close, having reached my seventy:second year, and having
had such shakings through repeated affiictions, and bitter, heartrending
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.troubles, through which the Lord has so marvellously supported me
under, and delivered me out of, I regret now not having recorded
some of it, for the encouragement of others, and the glory of our God,
of the many sweet morsels related· to me by my very dear, gracious
mother, whose soul was awoke from nature's darkness when I was an
infant in her arms. It is very blessed to watch the hand of the Lord,
even with little children. She used to relate to me, with a peculiar
depth of feeling, a case with which she was closely acquainted when
a child. Herself and a little brother of six years-herself but eighthaving a wretched, dissipated father, who had left his home and family,
the poor wife having to take the baby in arms to go off and seek for
the drunken father, so had, for the time, to place these two dear
.children in the workhouse. This dear little boy was naturally a quiet,
and, as we say, a good child. One day he had been somewhat ailing,
not able to take his food all day. When about going to bed, the
person in charge of them, seeming kindly disposed, asked little
SAMMY, as he had taken so little during the day, what he would
have, or like to take, before going to bed. He said, "I should like a
piece of plum ginger-bread," which was got for him, and the two
children were put to bed. Presently his sister said, "You don't eat
your ginger-bread, SAlvIMY." He said, "No; I am looking at that
.beautiful place I can see." He was lying on his .back and gazing
upward. "Oannot you see it 1" The sister replied, "No; I can't see
.anything." "Oh, I can," he said; "it is such a beautiful place, and I
can hear beautiful music. Oan't you hear that? I am going to that
beautiful place, and I want you and TOM [an elder brother] and father,
mother, and all of you, to go with me." And so the dear child did
rejoice, and kept on rejoicing, at the sight, and bright prospect, and
the sweet music, until the sister fell asleep, and slept until the
.morning. When she did awake, it was to find the dear little brother
dead by her side. His happy spirit had taken its flight. He did not
seem to have mo,fld hand or foot from the position he had been laid
down, the piece of ginger-bread in his little hand, with one little piece
only bitten off, having a smile and sweet expression stamped on his
dear little face, which was never lost sight of by the little sister
(SARAH) during long after years. So ended the early life of that dear
child, SAMUEL CHAPl\I..<\.N, while the sister SALLY, then eight years old,
lived to the great age of eighty-two, living to be my very dear
mother.
Truly God does
" move in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform."
Is it too much to say that this dear child was fitted and favoured
to see what and as much as dear Stephen did-namely, the heaven
opened to his view, before taken there 1 '
" Let not the wonders God hath wrought
Be lost in silence and forgot. >'
How much was there vouchsafed to this dear child that night may
be justly gathered by the little his little sister caught and reported to
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us. "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast Thou ordained
strength"" Thus low He stoops to watch a cot
Of souls to Him once given,
And makes their happy dying scene
The glorious gate of he~ven."

How was this verified in this dear little SAMMY'S case!
Dear and beloved servant Of the Lord, there is another wonderful
and blessed little story, if not intruding upon your time and attention
too much. I should like to give you the outlines of the case of a
youth, called and "plucked as a brand from the fire" at the eleventh
hour, exemplifying that word "a short work" sometimes will, and does,
the Lord make upon the earth. It was a first cousin of mine, who
died at seventeen years of age. My uncle lived at· Hawkesbury Upton,
near to Wootton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire. He was a mason, and
THOMAS ASHBY was the eldest of four sons, a steady, moral youth.
He worked with his father at his trade. Having a good voice, was
fond of singing, taking part in the choir at the church. One Sunday
there was a funeral. He took part in singing the anthem for the
occasion in the afternoon service, well and healthy; the next Sunday
he waS himself buried in the same churchyard, being taken ill on
the Monday morning with inflammation of the bowels. His pains and
sufferings were, as in -such cases, excruciating; added to which came
on deeper pains and bitter anguish of soul, seeing and feeling his lost
condition by'nature, and dying in that state. To the proposal for the
doctor being called in' he said, "Yes, mother, you may send for the
doctor, but I shall die and go to hell." Some time after this, he said
to his mother-a godly, gracious woman-" Oh, do send· for .Mr.
STRUCHCOMBE ! ,;, I know he will come to me, although I behaved so
badly as I did at his chapel as to call forth a public rebuke from the
.good man!" This now was the very man poor THOJ\fAS cried out for
in his great sufferings of both body and mind.
Mr. STRUCHCOMBE came, and had some conversation with him, then
engaged in praye: with and for him, feeling assured the Lord had in
mercy convinced him of his true state of nature by sin, and, therefore,
would, in due time, apply the blessed remedy-the precious blood of
the fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, and not, leave His own
work unfinished.
For two days his cries for mercy were incessant, with confession of
sins. On the third day (Wednesday), the day on which he died, he
felt some degree of faith and hope towards the Lord Jesus, that He
.. This M.r. MOSES STRUCHCOYBE was a good man, a man of sterling truth, a
grocer in the village. The Lord prospered him in the labour of his hands, and,
with His truth, gave him a large and benevolent heart and a nobleness of mind.
He mourned to see the inhabitants of the place being destitute of a place to go
tO,the church being a mile away from the town, down a very stecp hill all the
way, and the preaching such as only cradled them to sleep when they reached'
there. So Mr. STRUCHCOMBE, of his own free will, built a chapel, and there
preached the sovereign truths of a free-grace Gospel, without pew-rents, fees, or
,reward, as long as he lived, excepting in the souls that were blessed and benefited, which the Lord gave him for his hire, although much spoken against by
'bis fellow-man:
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would in mercy pardon him, and wash him in that fountain of His
most precious blood, and take him to heaven. Now mortification set
in. He sank, the last few hours, into unconsciousness, his anxious
mother watching him, hoping he would rally and give her some word
of full assurance for the satisfaction of her own soul. But no; this
was not the Lord's way. He seemed, to all appearance, to have breathed
his last; and so sure they felt that he was gone, that all had left the
dying bed. But, in some quarter of an hour or more he started up,
and called, ., Mother!" She ran into the bed-room, when he said,
"Oh, my dear mother, the Lord knew you were not fully satisfied of
my salvation, and has suffered me to return for a moment, to assure you
that He has redeemed me, and washed mB in His precious blood, and I
shall live and reign with Him for ever! Weep no more, but bless and
praise Him as long as you live." He then closed his eyes, and, with
a sweet expression of countenance, his redeemed spirit took its flight.
Well, notwithstanding all this wonderful work, after he was laid in
the grave, the enemy set in upon the poor mother, worrying her,
suggesting that, as this was but a death-bed, and a work of so short a
time, it was not to be depended upon; when the Lord was pleased
again to appear, reassuring her by a wonderful vision. My uncle was
absent from home on business. Being, therefore, alone for the night,
when no sooner had she seemed to lie down, but not to sleep, a
calm, sweet feeling came over her, and with it came the appearance
of her son at the foot of her bed; in such glorious array that she
was hardly able to look upon him, yet saw clearly that it was the face
of her dear departed son, now telling her it was God-dishonouring so
to question his state and safety after what she had been favoured to
see, and, relative to his state and end, telling her to read the lOlst
hymn, first book of Dr. \VATIS, and" be not faithless, but believing "and he was goue. Then, coming to herself, she got out of bed, and
took the book, lying near at hand. It being a bright moonlight night,
she needed no candle to read it, with such sacred wonder and
delight" Who can describe the joys that rise
Through all the courts of paradise,
To see a prodigal return,
To see an heir of glory born 1
" The
The
And
The

With joy the Father doth behold
I " The
fruit of His eternal love ;
The Son with joy looks down and sees
The

purcha~e of

His agonies.

Spirit takes delight to view
holy soul that's born anew;
saints and angels join to sing
growing empire of their King."

So the heart of the mother was solaced and comforted, and enabled to
bless and praise the Lord for such wonderful love and condescension to
both mother and son.
.
" Why should such wonders God hath wrought
Be lost in silence and forgot 'I "

but tell it to generations following. .
.
Dear Doctor, there is one thing 1 WIsh to ask of you, If I ~ay, namely,
you state in your kind letter to me that you were much Illterested III

\ ..
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the account of the conversion and happy dea,th of my dear son. Did
you see the account of it in the Gospel Advocate (December, 1875), or
only spoke from the little I gave of him in my letter to you ~% That
also was a wonderful, God-glorifying ',,"ork.
Interesting indeed are the seasons spent in the dying chambers of
God's elect. What preaching sometimes comes from their dying beds
-that comes down upon the living heart with melting power never to
be forgotten! Oh, the solemnity of my dear boy's conversations and
death-sayings are indelibly fixed upon my heart! There was no mistaking the reality of the work. I feel I am never half thankful enough
to the Lord for such a wonderful work, and to favour me to see it, and
to hear for myself, when he might have sunk and died away from me
at Bournemouth-he had but just strength to reach home. When the
cab reached the door, and we got him up the steps, such a state were
the lungs in, there was labouring and fighting for breath. vVe thought
he would have died in the passage, yet he was spared a month-less
three days-after that.
Yours in the bonds of the everlasting Gospel of Christ Jesus,
London.
EMMA HARRODINE.
[So far from being wearied, as our correspondent intimates in her
letter, we shall be only too glad if the Lord is pleased to stir her up
and enable her to write in'the same Christ-exalting strain.-ED.]

"

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
M Y DEAR' FRIEND,-It is very manifest that the Lord is blessing
this Mission in a variety of ways among our soldiers and sailors. It
was only last week that I heard of a coastguard man who, after reading
"Retmcings and Renewings," walked twelve miles to hear your son
preach at Hastings; and some lighthouse men, after reading that same
book, pulled their boat for several miles through a stormy sea, to
hear the Gospel preached in a small Welsh village. " Walks and Talks
with Jesus" is also treasured up by many a military and seafaring
man, as the word of life to their soul. I could take you to cabins of
merchant vessels and lighthouses where these volumes are greatly
prized.
At one Irish lighthouse, situated on an island twelve miles from the
coast, and where all the inhabitants are Roman Catholics, including the
senior keeper of the establishment, the foregoing books have been
specially blessed to a keeper and his wife; and our monthly parcel of
reading, containing GOSPEL MAGAZINE, &c., is first read by several in
this place, and then sent on to other needy friends in adjacent
islands.
Quite recently we visited, for several hours, nearly two thousand.
time-expired invalids and wounded just arrived from the East. Among
that number, there were some terrible cases of physical suffering.
.. vVe did nnt see the account of which our correspondent speaks, but should
be happy to do SO.-ED.
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Several had lost their reason from strong drink and sunstroke; others
were undergoing imprisonment for insubordination; and seventeen had
died and been buried at sea on the pas~age home. In such a scene
as this, I was pleased to find that many of the men had treasured up
Gospel papers which had fallen into their hands abroad, and their
gratitude for our Mission work was general.
It is hoped that these facts, and the. following extracts from letters
. just to hand, will bring in much increased monetary help to aid us in
this good work:FROM THE HIGHLAND BRIGADE.

"DEAR SIR,-Your several nice supplies of reading are a very great
help to me in my work amongst the soldiers. The' Grove Chapel'
sermons and' Nothing to Pay' tracts have been a great pleasure to
me and many others to read them."
FROM THE WEST INDIES.

"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I shall be always the grateful recipient of as
many books and tracts as you can spare, surrounded as I am by so
many eager ones. Even your many drops are as a drop in the ocean.
Your books are much appreciated by the soldiers and their families at
this station."
FROM THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS.

"Many thanks for the parcels of reading. They are cheering papers,
and are most acceptable amongst soldiers, sailors, policemen, and
European General Hospital, and many others."
F.ROM SMYRNA.

"Miss G-- writes just a line of warm thanks to Mr. BRIDER for
the packet of reading he kindly sends every month to the Smyrna
Rest. They ate very useful for the sailors, and are taken on board
the ships. The work is being blessed and owned of God."
FROM MALTA.

"I have two or three times received from you a nice bundle of
tracts, for which I return you my sincere thanks. They are well
received on board the shipping in this great port, and are the means
of much spiritual good. Any future supply will be most thankfully
received and highly appreciated."
FROM BELGIUM.

"Many thanks for the two parcels of reading. I am sadly in want
of tracts, books, and magazines for our ship libraries and tract bags.
Do what you can for us, please."
FROM AN OFFICER'S FAMILY.

'. "I have. been home now a few days only and, as I am exPecting
friends, to stay, I write to you as early as possible, so that it may
not escape my memory again. I enclose cheque for yourself this time,
if you will please accept it, with my best wishes for your great
good work, and kind regards to you. Hoping your health, as well \loS
your wife's, is better."

.
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A gentleman has generously offered me, to sell to the highest bidder
for the benefit of the Mission, the "Biblia Sacra Polyglotta," two
volumes, h3.1f russia and cloth, published at £7. The binding is a
little rubbed, and edges discoloured; otherwise, practically new. The
work contains the Holy Scriptures in eight language:;, Hebrew, Greek,
Latin., English, German, French, Italian, and Spanish; together with the
Syriac New Testament, the Hebrew Samaritan Pentateuch, "Varias
Lectiones in Version em LXX.," and "Lectiones Varietates in Novum
Testamentum Grfficum."
1 shall be glad for further help in the matter of circulating "Credentials, Call, and Claims." Donations for this, marked "C. C. C.
Fund," and other objects of the Mission, will be thankfully received by
me, at my residence, Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury.-Yours sincerely,
June 9th, 1884.
CHARLES BRIDER.

,,

HEART-WORK.
TO THE LATE REV. EDWARD PARSONS, PASTOR OF ZION CHAPEL,
CHICHESTER.

;.

My DEAR PASTOR,-You having expressed a wish that I should give
you in writing some account of the work of God on my soul, should
the dear Lord be pleased to bring it to my remembrance, I will.
When a very little girl, I was much tried, terribly convinced of the
evil of my heart, and have felt compelled to say my prayers (as I then
called them) many times before 1 dared to fall asleep. If I awoke in
the night, I was still in the same trouble. I looked for the same
judgment as those children had who said to Elijah, "Go up, thou bald
head!" But, as 1 grew up, this gradually wore off. 1 often thought
my' parents were, in many things, a great deal too.particular, and felt·
it was not even kind of them to be so.
I do not remember being much concerned about my eternal state
until when nearly fourteen years of age. About that time 1 paid a
visit to an aunt, living at Poole, where I first felt my need of religion.
1 believe it was the second Sunday of my visit there that I came
home from chapel crying, and my aunt, thinking 1 was troubled in
soul from what I had heard, said to me, "I hope, my dear, you will
ever have cause to remember coming into the country;" to which 1
replied, "If you think 1 am crying about religion, you are wrong;"
for.l could not myself tell what was the cause.
'
After my return home' from Poole, I went to Christchurch, where
there was a Sunday-school with which I was much taken up, in consequence of 'which, I could not make up my mind to return home. 1
learnt a prayer the children in the school used, and said it; but soon
became dissatisfied with it, feeling it was not what 1 needed. I
mourned because 1 could not feel religious, as 1 wished from my heart
to be so. I often sighed. Friends asked me why; to which I replied,
"It is because I am not religious."
After a time I returned home. to my parents, and brought. away
with me a book which my father had sent to my aunt-BARRY,' on
" Right Prayer." 1 did not rest until I had read it through; and, while
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reading it, was convinced that I had never really prayed in all my life,
which thought caused me deep soul-trouble. I could not describe the
anguish of mind under which I laboured; and, while in this state, I
did something which offended my father. He said he was ashamed of
me and my behaviour, when I made answer and said, "It is not me j
it is the devil." My. father immediately turned round and said,
"Don't tell me so! It is out of your own wicked heart." I shall
never forget the words, for until then I did not know I had a
wicked heart. I went to bed, but could not sleep. vVhile tossing away,
the Lord Himself convinced me it was a truth, and, if I died in this
state, I should never be where God is. The sins of childhood were
brought to my ~ind. I felt sure I had broken the law of God in
every point, and that, if it were possible for me to live from that
time till my death without committing another offence, I could not be
saved. I was lost-eternally lost! Then I thought I would t1'Y to be
good, but could not even think a good thought. I was in a dreadful
state, and wished I had never been born. I was· afraid, too, the earth
would· open and swallow me up, for I seemed given up· to· "a fearful
looking for of judgment," and to a reprobate mind. I also had hard
thoughts of a precious Saviour, and thought it was' very cruel to
bring some into the world, knowing they would be sent into eternal
punishment. I murmured at God's election, and thought it dreadful
for Him to love J acob and hate Esau. I really despaired of mercy,
and said with the jailer, "What must I do to be saved ~" when
these words came to my mind, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved." This, however, did not satisfy me-indeed, I
thought God could not be just if He saved me, so many portions of
Scripture followed me, such as, "The prayers of the wicked are· an
abomination to the Lord;" and, "Esau found not repentance, though
he sought it carefully with tears;" and, "Many have I called, but few
have I chosen."
Such were the dark thoughts of my heart, that I was tempted to
curse God and die, having a wish to do so, and know the worst; the
enemy also suggesting, "Put an end to thy wretched life."
While under this temptation, my mother had occasion to send me
to a drawer for something, when. the first thing I saw was ~t knife.
It was as though a person behind me said,·" Put an end to thy
miserable life." I shut the drawer as quickly as possible, and ran to
my mother, who asked me what the matter was, but I dared not tell
her. I was also afraid to go to sleep, lest I should wake in everlasting torments. I begged of the Lord to spare me from these
dreadful thoughts.
Soon after this I obtained more hope, and was encouraged by the
thought that, if the Saviour cast out seven devils from Mary Magdalene,
He could, and would, do the same for me. But I was still very
miserable, and was afraid I should come to some dreadful end. I
dared not tell anyone my troubles, nor could I keep from chapel,
though every time I went I felt more and more condemned. I knew
the dear Lord would save all the elect children, but the important
question with me was, "Am I elected ~ " For several months I could
say nothing but the publican's prayer; also, "0 God, be merciful to

,
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me!" "Thou Son of David, have mercy upon me!" "Lord, if Thou
wilt, Thou canst make me clean!" feeling sure, if 1 could but tORch
the hem of His garment, 1 should be made whole. I was sorely tried,
and thought 1 had committed the unpardonable sin. If 1 got any
comfort under the preached Word, the. reading of the Bible, or of dear
Mr. HUNTINGTON'S works, or of any other good man's writings, then 1
was afraid to have "a name to live," and be dead. This 1 dreaded
.
above everything.
While in this trouble, fearing 1 had committed the unpardonable sin,
Mr. FOWLER (under whose ministry 1 was then sitting) recommended
his hearers to read JOHN BUNYAN'S "Grace Abounding to the Chief
of Sinners," 1 read it, and was enabled to see, through sovereign
grace, 1 had not committed that sin. 1 also felt a yearning after the
Lord Jesus, and was much comforted with the following Scriptures"Qome unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 will
give you rest;" "1 will not always chide, neither will 1 be always
wrath, for the spirit would fail before Me, and the souls that 1 have
made;" and, "Ye shall not always be forgotten of God." 1 felt a
sweet hope spring up in my soul, so that I could say with Job, "If
Thou slay me, yet will 1 trust Thee;" also that, if God sent me to
that place where hope never comes, 1 must always acknowledge Him
just, for 1 had, sinned against Him, and Him only. The first eleven
ver"es of the fifty-first Psalm fully expressed my feelings. These words
also came to my mind with power-" 1 never said to the seeking soul,
Seek ye My face in vain;" "Call on Me in the day of trouble, and
1 will hear thee, and thou shalt glorify Me;" "Draw me, and 1 will
run after Thee." 1 did indeed feel a sweet running after Jesus. But,
after these sweet and comforting thoughts, 1 sank even lower than
ever, the sight of my depraved will and polluted heart dragging me
down. 1 was sorely wounded, and felt my heart like a cage of
unclean birds. 1 knew none but Jesus could do me good, and cried,
with one of old, "Lord, to whom else shall 1 go but to Thee 1 Thou
hast the words of eternal life."
One morning, about this time, 1 dreamt the Lord Jesus came to my
bed-side, touched me on the arm, and said, "Wait thou on the Lord,
and thou shalt renew thy strength; thou shalt mount up with wings
as eagles; thou shalt run, and not be weary; thou shalt walk, and
not faint." 1 shall never forget the sight of the dear Lord! He was
most beautiful; and 1 do not wonder at the Church saying, "He is
the altogether lovely, and the Chiefest among ten thousand." 1 could
not describe what 1 felt at the time, but believe 1 cried, "Lord, have
mercy upon me ! "
Shortly after this dream, the Lord was pleased to lay His afflicting
hand upon me. Many thought 1 should not recover; and, to all
human appearances, it seemed impossible. My gracious Saviour was
indeed very kind to me at the time, and gave me much confidence in
His love, so that 1 felt sure, if 1 died, 1 should go to be with Him
in heaven. My parents were anxious to know how matters stood concerning my eternal state; and one night, father asked me some questions,
to which 1 replied that 1 had a good hope through Jesus my Saviour.
Once during this affliction (1 cannot tell whether 1 was asleep
2 F
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or awake)' r was very happy,ancl seemed as though I had left
this world, and gone to be "where the wicked cease from troubling,
and the weary are at' rest," when some one came to my bed-side and
spoke to me. I felt disappointed, and cried, "What! am I here on
earth ~" I longed to die and be with Christ.
(To be continued.)

OUR CHILDREN.
To the Editor of Zion's Witness.
My D];AR BROTHER IN CHRIST AND FELLOW-PILGRIM THROUGH A
WASTE HOWLING WILDERNESS,-It has been upon my heart again and
again,' for many weeks past, to write to you, but hitherto, from one
cause and another, I have been hindered from so doing. However, a
simple note in your June number, with respect to children, prompts me,
without further delay, to take up my pen. That one-line note of yours
bespeaks an exercise of heart, in regard to the spiritual well-being of
children, which I am persuaded none but godly parents understand.
It is, to my mind, a thorough .libel upon the doctrines of grace to
represent that the believers therein are comparatively indifferent about
the eternal in~_erests of those whom they have been the means of
bringing into the world, and who must ultimately live in eternal blessedness, or be consigned to the regions of everlasting destruction and
irremediable despair. It is a tremendous al~ernative, and the more
one contemplates it, especially in the midst of such fearful deceptions
and awful delusions as those which abound in the present day, the
more one seems overwhelmed, as it were, in the deep solemnity and
unutterable importance of the subject. At the same time, one increasingly
feels one's own feebleness and utter helplessness in regard to the same.
All human arguments and creature persuasions are to no purpose. It
is the Lord's work, and His alone. He only can open the blind eyes,
uns~op the deaf ears, take away the heart of stone, and give the heart
of flesh. Moreover, I am yet more and more fully convinced that no
mere judgments, or the rod, or the scourge, can effect this. No, so far
from this, no sooner does the transient impression which these, as
means, may produce, wear off, than the conscience becomes more seared
and'the heart more callous and hardened than before. Touching npon
these 'facts, how often have I trembled at that word 'in regard to those
near and dear to me in the ties of nature, "He that, being often
reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that
without remedy." Oh, the anguish I have felt, lest that should ever
be the hapless fate of one of mine! God, of His great mercy, grant
that such may never be the case.
Brit I was about, dear brother, to tell you how deeply I sympathized
with you when, upon a recent occasion, you stated how great was your
anguish when your dear son had one of the painful attacks to which he
is so subject. I personally have known this feeling in no small degree,
when accidents (so-called) or severe illnesses have befallen one or oth.er
of my children. Moreover, with two of my sons in the far-off AustralIa,
one of whom is so situated as to be constantly exposed to manifold
perils and subjected to the greatest privations from the long-prevailing
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drought, or other causes, I cannot but feel most anxious, and that,
too, at my advanced age. All I can do is to agonize at the mercyseat on their behalf, and this, from time to time, I am enabled to do,
especially during the wakefulness of the night. Then I, at least at
times, know what it is to wrestle with the Lord; yea, to present at
the throne of grace "strong crying and tears." I seem now and then
to be enabled to take heaven by storm-to present the J acob's "I
will not let Thee go except Thou bless me." The Lord has so
repeatedly applied to my heart several verses of Isaiah liv., commencing
with, "For a small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great
mercies will I gather thee," that when, in these renewed and precious
applications, the thirteenth verse has thus with much sweetness and
power been spoken, I have besought and entreated the Lord that I
might be privileged to adopt it literally-yea, that He would be pleased
to give me by faith to lay hold of the promise, and to grasp it to my
heart as a precious covenant legacy, "And all thy children shall be
taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children."
Oh, dear brother, what can we want more ~ Wh~t can vie with
such a covenant gift as this ~ 'What is the world's name or fame as
set in contrast ~ What would millions of money be worth as compared
with this, the richest of all bestowments-the tec(ching. of the Lord, the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding ~
I was about, however, to express my continued belief that the dear
son, whose affiiction has given you so great an amount of heart-sorrow,
is in very deed a vessel of mercy. You may look in vain as yet for
proof or evidence, but be it yours to remember the Lord's own blessed
testimony, "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
My ways, saith the Lord; for as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your
thoughts." Hence, dear brother, with such an immeasurable disparity
between the Lord's' thoughts and our thoughts, and His ways and our
ways, how well may we seek for grace to leave ourselves and all
appertaining to us in His own dear and ever-blessed hands. Yea, to
crave the bestowment of that precious, that inestimable boon, "Thou
wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because
he trusteth in Thee."
I sat down with the intention of touching upon a line of experience
which I have of late been called to pass through, but the length of my
letter forbids my further trespassing upon your space, beyond stating
the fact that I have, as it were, been overwhelmed with a most vivid
review of how the Lord has led me and dealt with me, during the last
fifty years especially. Special incidents in my little changing life which
took place exactly half-a-century ago, have instrumentally recalled facts
in a way of divine interposition, succour, and deliverance, that have
served, in their combined and connected sense, perfectly to astound and
amaze me, so that I have been compelled to exclaim, "Oh, the depths
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out."
'Wishing you and yours all needed grace and mercy, I am, dear
brother,
Yours affectionately in the Lord,
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Jttne 1st, 1884.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
.
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THE REV. J. G. SOUTHBY.
[We were glad to receive the annexed letter from our friend and
brother, written (as our readers will perceive) on shipboard.-ED.]
To the Editor of the Gospel lIfagazine.
My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,-Hoping to reach Naples on the
morrow CD.V.). Just a line to say the precious GOSPEL MAGAZINE
and Old Jonathan for this month reached me on board May 30th,
for which both Mrs. SOUTllBY and myself were heartily glad.
This is a fine ship, with many passengers on board, chiefly second
and third-class. The ship's company, all told, number 120. It was
my privilege last Sunday (Whit-Sunday) morning to speak in first-class
saloon; evening, second-class saloon. Very good congregations assembled,
singing and responding heartily. Out of the three classes of passengers,
I have had the gratification of finding some "vessels unto honour,"
who greatly value" the truth as it is in Jesus." Several dear young
men came and asked me to conduct family prayer every morning after
breakfast. Of course, this met with our full concurrence.
Although the ship was rolling rather unpleasantly, we had service
last evening in the second saloon. The devil, as might be expected,
incites some to wrath; but "My counsel shall stand, and I will do all
My pleasure." ·What a comfort that nothing may defeat our covenantkeeping J ehovah's eternal purpose in Ohrist Jesus to an elect people-

" Thy grace we adore, Director diYine ;
The kingdom and power and glory are Thine;
Preserve us from running on rocks or on shelves,
From foes strong and cunning, and most from ourselves."
Such magnificent weather has been granted ever since leaving Old
England. Early this morning we passed Oape Spartivento. Just now a
clear Italian sky above, and the blue waters of the Mediterranean roll
beneath. The voice as of many waters sweetly saith, "It is I; be
not afraid."
.
Assuredly many prayers go up for us, and the glorious King condescends to shine in upon His poor and needy ones. We shall be
glad of the continued prayers of many dear Spirit-taught readers of
the Magazine continuously. Many are known to us in the Lord.
Yonrs in the truth,
J. G. SOUTHBY.
S.S. "John Elder," oJ! Sardinia, Italy,
June 5th, 1884.
P.S.-Before leaving London, I bought another copy of "RETRACINGS
AND RENEWINGS," for a valued friend in the Oolony, and was sorry it
could not lie had in morocco.
How pleasant it would be to have a line from you at Burwood,
Sydney,. N.S.W.
A MERE moral persuasion of the truth falls very far short of the
faith of God's elect, which, by the preaching of the Gospel, receives
Ohrist, who is formed in the heart the hope of glory.

'-
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A FRIENDLY WORD.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-We have often thought you would be interested in hearing
of an old clergyman whose ministry we sat under for two years at
Mucking, in Essex, the Rev. O. DAY, formerly of some church in Oannon
Street, London. He was very feeble, and supported himself by the
pews as he walked up the church, yet he would go through all the
service, leaving his congregation to sit and stare at each other while
he went into the vestry to change his gown, &c. It was a most out-ofthe-way parish, thinly populated, seldom more than five-and-twenty
people in the church. The old gentleman would give out the hymn,
then totter to the harmonium and play to the singing. He was not
what we call sound, but was so evidently conscientious, and the life of
God palpably at work in his soul, that we could not help loving him.
I ventured once to ask him if he WI\,S not afraid of his hearers seeing
the inconsistencies in the different parts of his. teachings; but he goodhumouredly put his hand on my shoulder, saying, "I only wish they'd
think enough about it."
Once he sent us a very pressing invitation to go and have tea with
him, as an old college friend was coming to preach for him. We heard
his friend in the morning-a very commonplace piece of intellect. Of
course Mr. DAY wanted us just to be complimentary to him, but we
scarcely knew how to speak approvingly; accordingly he dropped the
subject (this' was at tea). In the evening his friend's discourse was
worse still. The text was, '" Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap." The poor old gentleman tottered down the aisle before we
got away, and whispered in our ear, "I wasn't so pleased myself to-night.
There's enough sown, God knows. We want to know how it is to be
rooted out."
I was telling him once of a curious epitaph in the churchyard at
Stanford-le-Hope, in reference to a dead person who. it said, was convinced
of sin in a church, and converted some years after in a IVesleyan chapel.
He looked' up very quietly, and said in his own quaint way, "Well,
well" 'God moves in a mysteriolls way,
His wonders to perform.' "

He was very anxious that we should attend the Oommunion, and I
enclose you a letter which is one of several that he wrote to us.
He was driving himself home one evening, when his shaft caught the
post at a railway crossing, and he was thrown out, breaking his thigh.
He lingered for more than six months afterwards, and then went home.
We have often been sorry that, leaving as we did, just at the time of his
accident, we had no knowledge of how his mind was towards the last.
There is just one more incident which interested us. We were detained
for an hour at the little town of Olare, in Suffolk, some eighteen months
ago, and strolled into the church. It was Saturday, and the old verger
was dusting. He had just been brightening the l'eading-desk-a brass
eagle with outstretched wings, of Queen Elizabeth's time. Our attention
was drawn to an inscription on the wall, in memory of Dr. VVIGHTMAN,
formerly rector, with this addition, "A sinner saved by grace." Vve
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aske:l the verger if he knew him, and he instantly became friendly with
us. Oh, yes, he knew him, and there had never been his like since.
Taking us down the aisle, he lifted the matting almost reverently, and
showed us his grave, with the same inscription, "A sinner saved by
grace."
After a few remarks on the absence of all mention of such a thing
as grace in the general ministry, we asked him if he knew the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. "Oh, Dr. DOUDNEY'S," said he. "Yes, and I've got his
book-I subscribed for it." You may imagine the rest of the conversation.-With all good wishes for your prosperity and peace,
Yours in the truth,
Chelmsford.
MARY ANN CHAPLIN.
THE RECENT EARTHQUAKE IN ESSEX.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,--On the cover of yoUr Magazine for May,
you mention the earthquake in Essex, which 'shook us so much on
Tuesday morning, April 22nd. You also refer to other voices by which
the Lord has been speaking to us of late, and then justly add, " Little
regard, however, has been paid to the same. The impressions made by
these different calamities have been transient, like 'the morning cloud
or the early dew that passeth away.''' I assure you that, speaking
generally, this is the case in regard to the earthquake here.
At the time of the shock, when each was shaken with an unseen
hand, and was terror-stricken, there were white faces and trembling
hearts in abundance. Men who had no fear of God before their eyes,
had fear' in their hearts, because death and danger seemed to be all
around them. Men and women rushed from the factories and shops as
though pursued by a mad dog. No one appeared to C>:l.re for the other,
at the moment; each one escaped out of the buildings as for his or
her life, exclaiming, "What is it. ~ What's the matter ~" Living within
a hundred yards of three factories, I had an opportunity of seeing the
-effects of the fright in this respect. And such was the sight, for a little
while, that tp.ose who :;;aw it, and felt the shaking, and heard the falling
debris which followed, will not soon forget the occurrence. Those were
very solemn moments which followed, which, when the fact that it
was an earthquake became known, did not abate, but rather increased.
Then followed for several days a considerable, I might say, a large,
addition to the numbers who attend churches and 'chapels here. There
were special and crowded gatherings.
I have not a word to say against this. It was quite proper. But
the sad ,fact was soon before us, for this voice, and this shaking, and
this stirring, and, for the time, deep impression, also passed away as
the early dew. Speaking generally, there is no visible change in our
town', as the result of our wondrous and gra.cious escape from death.
And, my dear sir, it can only be because men will nfJt see that they
do not see the hand of God in the most surprising deliverance; for,
notwithstanding the hundreds of chimneys thrown down, and the
number of roofs broken through, there was hot a single life lost,
.nor anyone seriously injured. This is truly wonderful.
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However, I do not think that the voice will pass away. altogether
unheard and unconsidered. Some will be affected for God; there can
be no doubt of this; but not by the earthquake and the terror it
produced, but by the voice of the Lord, and the power of His Spirit
after. We had a special service at St. John's Green Ohapel, here; and
I attended two special services in villages, which I have reason to
believe were not without fruit. I am not disposed always to look at
the thorns on the rose-tree and forget the rose, nor murmur at the
clouds because they hide the sun, without remembering that they water
the earth also; but I must say I have not any very large expectations
of good as the result of the unusual visitation we have had in this district.
We do not, we must not, look to man nor to second causes to bring
about that which the Lord only can or will perform. Wemust look
high; we cannot look too high. "I will cry unto God most high;
unto God that performeth all things for me," said David (Psa. Ivii. 2).
And the soul can find rest nowhere lower than this.
May the God of all grace enable you and your "helps" to continue
the clear and strong testimony to His truth and honour, and bless it
to yourself and readers. That some will trouble you is only what may
be expected. But the Master will ever care for and protect all His
own sent and faithful servants. This you have long proved.
I am, yours sincerely, in the love of the truth,
Colchester, May 9th, 1884.
VI'ALTER BROWN.
"THE FALL,

AND

ITS

RESULTS."

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR AND MUCH-BELOVED BROTHER IN OHRlST,-Thekindly words
of some one of your readers in this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE seem
to call for a line or two from me, as they refer to my sermon under
the above title.
I can assure you, my dear sir, that the only object I had in view
in sending to the press the few pages mentioned, was to glorify the
great Jehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, for His wondrous grace to
'poor lost sinners, and to remind the dear family of God of the sad
condition ,they were in when the Holy Ghost, as the Lord and Giver of
life, found them in the waste, howling wilderness, and bade them live.
The blessed doctrines of God's electing love, which render your
Magazine so precious to the flock of slaughter, are too little spoken
of in this our day, and, therefore, as the Lord imparts ability, I purpose,
from time to time, to send out into the world some words of distinct
teaching as to our Father's dealings in these things, for I feel it a duty
as well as a privilege to make known the doctrines of the Bible, as I
am daily more convinced that these, and these only, can resist the tide
of error now, alas! rising high in England. If our Father should
bless any word of mine to the comfort of His blood-bought people,
to His name be the praise.
Permit me to add how thoroughly I enjoyed, and how fully I endorse,
every sentiment of your most precious volume, "0. O. 0."
Yours in GO,spel bonds,
-- -Bewcastle.
TITUS E. LAURiE.--
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY ~ "
"A priest with Urim and Thummim."-NEHEMIAH vii. 65.
How many there are amongst us, like those in the days of Nehemiah,
of whom it is said, "These sought their register among those that were
reckoned by genealogy, but it was not found; therefore were they, as
polluted, put from the prie!lthood. And the Tirshatha said unto them,
that they should not eat of the most holy things till there stood up
a priest with Urim and Thummim." Many among the true Israel are
in this case-returned from captivity; no longer at ease in the world,
but longing for Canaan (rest), and to be found" written among the
living in Jerusalem;" yearning after the goodly land of promise, but
without a clear title to the inheritance; often sighing of God's people" With them numbered may I be,
Here, and in eternity"-

but cannot trace their pedigree; are not sure that they are the true
"seed of Abrabam," by being Christ's, purchased possession; or born of
the Spirit, and, therefore, true children of God and heirs of salvation.
Blessed be God, "having an High Priest over the house of God, let
us draw near" to this" Priest with Urim and Thummim," for only by
being "near unto Him" can we see the light and perfection put in
His breastplate. Difficult a matter as it has been with the learned to
define' what this meant, the light from His revelation of the deep
things of God by the Spirit makes manifest to the humble soul.
" They shall be upon Aaron's heart when he goeth in before God, who
shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim and Thummim."
Here questions were to be answered. Behold, a Greater than Aaron is
here! What more important question to ask than, "Do I belong to
the Israel of God 1 Is my name graven on the High Priest's heart 1"
Here let us bring this question of "pedigree," but we must "draw
near," for the light is to shine out from His breastplate-out of His
heart into my heart! Close dealing this, children of God! It is a
precious reality. Ask Him to settle this first-this weighty question
of parentage-" Born of God, or no 1"
Now, this is how to proceed-" By prayer and supplication make
known your requests to God "-then wait! Don't do all the talking;
listen to hear His reply.f;' This constitutes communion. Hush your
spirit to listen. There will come blank thought, then some portion of
the Word of God-not somebody's hymn or verse; that is a comfort
sometimes; but now it is His voice you want to hear-His Word, not
man's; nothing less suffices. It may be it will only be a few words,
but they will exactly fit the case in point. Your asking and His
answer will be as distinctly to the point as any direct response you
ever had in ordinary conversation, but a soft, unctuous mellowing of
spirit you never felt at any other time. You will hear His voice, for
"It is I indeed that doth speak." Nothing visionary to see; nothing
like an audible voice to hear; but a still, small Whisper within, and
you will "believe God that it shall be even as it was told" you.
You cannot persua~e yourself it was memory, nor give it credit, for
you felt the blank thought so strikingly as you listened, and you will
.. Reader, mark this.-ED.
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know you were enabled to draw near: Urim's light has shone upon
the Word; Thummim's perfection is in it, for it is· so perfect in its
calming effect upon your soul. All the argument in the world could
not persuade you out of it. You" know that you have the petition
you desired of Him," "whereof the Holy Ghost also is a Witness
to us." He, the Remembrancer, brought the Word. It is so "quick,"
powerful, warm, and sealing. Henceforth you "eat of the most holy
things "-hidden manna, for His Word is hidden in your heart. Now
you know that you are "greatly beloved," for He hath spoken such
words to you. You will go again and again with every little difficulty
into "the upper chamber, whose walls are overlaid with gold." It has
become so precious a room to you. You will "draw near" in every
time of need, and ask counsel of this" Priest with U rim and Thummim."
Your cry will often be, "Oh, send out Thy light and Thy truth; let
them lead me; then will I go unto the altar of God, even unto God,
my exceeding joy;" for joy, exceeding all you have experienced before,
has accompanied the light as you lifted up your hands "towards Thy
holy oracle." 'Vhat passes there you will deem so wonderful, so
man-ellous! You know that" your Redeemer liveth." "It is He that
talketh with thee." "I that speak unto thee am He." It is no imagination; no vision; but be sure it is always His 'Word spoken. No new
revelation;oJl. no blending of your own words; always light upon the Word
divine! Thus "Thou hast magnified Thy Word above all Thy name."
Anything else in this moment of close fellowship with Him would
be lighter than vanity, never satisfying the craving soul. Now you
will get· solid peace; and the oftener you go and thus" commune," the
stronger will you be; self will sink; Christ Jesus will be All in all.
Daniel-like, your prostration of spirit will be followed by His hand
strengthening; and, as He speaks again, the surer will your pedigree
be traced for you. Not by other testimony will you believe that Jesus
is the Christ; but, like the Samaritans, you will say, "vVe have heard
Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour
of the world." In every perplexity you will get a word from Him,
so suitable, so " fitly framed," "like apples of gold in pictures of silver,"
that you learn to wait at His footstool for it. Have we not felt
assured" There is some gracious word to fit indeed,
However complicated be the need;
Teach us to seek it in Thy Book divine,
And Thou with Urim's light upon it shine" 1
Doubtless we have all proved it true many times. How much more,
when we seek it at the mouth of the Lord! Sometimes an unbelieving
thought may cross the mind, "Can there be the fitting word, just
adapted to this hard question, this trying case 1" But, looking up to
His breastplate, the response is "light" indeed; so gloriously suitable,
as a ray from the Orb of light. I' A word spoken in due season, how
good is it!"
"A Priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec" is our Emmanuel.
He has "stood up" for His people, and made an end of sin; brought
in an everlasting righteousness, and now is gone into the holy of
... No, "no new revelation," but always His own Word.-ED.
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holies, even heaven itself, wanting none of the "glorious apparel" of
the typical Aaron, much less the Urim and Thummim, the light and
perfection fitting Him to be Oounsellor!
"Enquire, I pray you, at the Word of the Lord to-day." Where
else can a disciple of the Lord Jesus seek counsel? for, "as the rain
and the snow, so shall MyWord be that goeth out of My mouth;
it shall not return unto Me void" (Isa. Iv. 11). Any testimony short
of this is uncertain, and liable to questioning.
Is it not a fact that some are much more hymn Ohristians than
Word-of-God Ohristians 7 and they are not generally the established
souls. It is the sincere milk of the Word that we grow thereby. Let
us seek close dealing with our Priest. This brings illumination of
mind, warming of heart, and melting of mountains, like wax, before
the Lord, and such" peace as passeth all understanding." This is to
"eat the most holy things.'! "The meek shall eat and be satisfied;
they that seek the Lord shall praise Him; your heart shall live for
ever." What do they eat so satisfying? "He that eateth Me, even
he shall live by Me." The words are so analagous, it seems as if the
Lord Jesus meant them to fit. " I am the living Bread." This is that
manna, bread from heaven-the life-giving, life-sustaining. "The words
that I speak unto you, they are Spirit and they are life." Well may
we add, "Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken
to Thy voice; cause me to hear it."
Leicestm'.
MARY.
WYOLIF'S OOMMISSION.
INTENDED for the Church. Ah! yes;
But who his future then could guess?
Or see, in that impassive youth,
Such advocate of Gospel truth?
Imagine the Creator's plan
Could be wrought out by one poor
man?
The instrument is weak, but see,
'Tis wielded by Divinity.
" Go, stem that torrent-it is wide;
Stay the power of Papal pride;
Give thou the first, the weighty stroke.
To break from England Rome's foul
yoke!
No longer shall she tribute claim,
Or prostitute My name for gain;
In that fair country, many there
Are chosen for J\'Iy mansions rare.
"Go thou, I'll make thee walls of
brass;
.And thou shalt see My glory pass
Before thy face. Thy shield I'll be,
And with My strength will strengthen
thee.
No weapon formed shall thee annoy,
No fear of hurt thy peace alloy.

" Go, preach My Gospel far and wide;
Go, scatter truth on every side;
Many will hear it; great shall be
Their joy who My salvation see;
And learn of 11'88 and plenteous grace,
For those who long to see My face;
Thy work shall prosper, and My Word
Shall stand for ever," saith the Lord.
Forth in this strength he went to
tell
Of all the truth, and laboured well.
Taught England's king must have
command,
And reign supreme throughout the
land;
Sit independent on the throne,
Nor subject be to Pope of Rome;
No "canon law" have force-from
thence,
God's Word must have pre-eminence.
Oh, England, hadst thou now such
men,
Such counsellors, to give again
Such sound advice, thou couldst not
be
Aught but great, glorious, and free!

M. L.

SYKES.
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Reunion in a Tearless World. By NETTIE. With Introduction by
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D. London: W. Mack j W. Wileman.
As the "Introduction" to this work expresses our opinion of its merits,
we quote it as annexed. As the writer is anxious that Mr. BRIDER'S
Mission to the Army and Navy may be benefited by the publication
(she appropriating a large proportion of the edition to the said Society),
we shall be glad to find that our readers are ordering the work from
the publishers. Here is the Introduction:-

"

FOR two reasons I felt a special interest in reading the MS. from which the
following pages were printed: the first reason was, that it was written by a
dear young friend, who, together with her loved and lamented sister, were
for some time pupils at a neighbouring school. For five-and-twenty years
the young ladies connected with that llstablishment have in succession
attended-first, St. Luke's temporary building, and then the permanent
church; and with gratitude I record the fact that, during this protracted
period, although occupying foremost pews in the church, not even a single
case has occurred in which, either hy look, movement, or inattention, have
I seen, upon the part of anyone connected with that establishment, the
veriest ground for personal vexation or annoyance. On the contrary, the
interest whilst connected with the school, and the after-inquiries and subsequent
expressions of attachment, when this and that one had been far removed
from their former associations, have been such as to perpetuate my regard
for these dear young people, and .lead me to pray, moreover, that the truths
to which, from time to time, they had listened might take deep root in
their youthful minds, and bring forth fruit to the praise and glory of the
God of all grace.
The second reason on account of which I take so special an interest in
this work is, that the MS. happened to be placed in my hands upon the
very day that I received tidings of the death of a dear niece. She had
been a most devoted daughter to a widowed mother, and subsequently became
a wife and mother herself. Whilst in the course of training her three
young daughters, with admirable tact, ability, and spiritual solicitude, it
pleased the Most High to visit her with a severe bodily ailment. Alternate
hopes and fears as to the issue were entertained, but during which the
operations and progress of divine grace were most marked and satisfactory.
At length, however, the sun with her ., went down at noon." Nevertheless,
it was a beautiful setting-calm, peaceful, blessed, beyond expression. To
read the particulars thereof, unmoved, was next to impossible. It was another
of the constantly-recurring proofs and illustrations of that precious promise,
"My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness. "
Having given the two aforementioned reasons for the special interest I
have felt in this work, I may now venture to express my belief that the
observant reader will be struck with the marked tone of spirituality, and
the ardent desires to see Jesus" as He is," which pervade the annexed
pages. For this I will endeavour to account: the writer has been called
herself to surrender a loved and loving sister. Like Elisha of old she walked,
in sweet fellowship, to the very threshold of the border land with her whom
at length she was called to surrender; and then recrossed, as it were, the
Jordan-with saddened heart, yet with glowing expectancy-to renew the
conflict of the wilderness.
With a goodly measure of that" burning of heart" of which the disciples
spoke, after that privileged interview with their risen Lord, on their journey
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to Emmaus, and under the sweet bedewing and soul-warmth of her "first
love" (Rev. ii. 4), these pages have been penned. Hence their savour; hence
their heart-cheering and Christ-exalting tendency.
The perusal of this work, upon the part of those who are called to bear
the burden and heat of the day, or those approaching the end of their
pilgrimage and fast drawing nigh to the house appointed for all living, may
perhaps excite surprise, or possibly arouse suspicion as to the genuineness
of the writing, because of its warmth, its z~al, its high tone of spirituality.
The thought of the need of test and trial may suggest itself, in order to
prove the reality. But let not such querists or hesitating ones lose sight of
that "first-love" influence and power just now referred to. Let them not,
moreover, forget what were their own emotions and their own Christ longings
and heaven aspirings, in the infancy of their spiritual career, and when a
divine radiance shone on and around upon their p,th.
Touching upon these early experiences, as contrasted with the after-stages
of the believer's course, I cannot forbear quoting the remarks of the Christexalting Dr. HAWKER, as given in his "Morning Portions" for the day upon
which I happen to, be writing this In·roduction. The Doctor, in commenting
upon Jeremiah ii. 2, (" Thus faith the- Lord, I remember thee, the kindness
of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after 1\'[e in the
wilderness, in a land that was not sown,") says:
"And may I, blessed Lord, 'sweetly interpret this precious portion with
application to myself, as though my God so spoke to me of the day of my
espousals. Doth my God and Saviour remember me in the fir,t awakening
of His grace, when, at the first mention of His name, my soul made me
like the chariots of Amminadab 1 vYell, then, may my soul remember Thee,
o God of my salvation! The savour of Thy past love and past experiences
gives now, at this moment, new delight to my soul, and awakens new desires
of communion with my God. The very recoll~ction of what I then was, and
how Thou callest me, and made my time a time of love: and how Thou
passedst by, and didst bid me live, and didst cleanse me, and take me home,
and betrothedst me to Thyself, and made me Thine for ewr; the very
thoughts refresh my soul now; and these former experiences dri,e away
present distresses and despondency."
In this strain the beloved Dr. HAWKER continues to write, and thus it is
clear that, rooted and ground,ed ~s he was-yea, "stabli,hed, strengthened,
and settled" in the covenant settlements of a covenant God-he was, nevertheless, no stranger to the" sentence of death" in himself, of which thEl
Apostle Paul speaks in 2 Corinthians i. 9, or the trial of faith of which his
brother Apostle testifies in 1 Peter ix. 7, where he makes mention likewise
of the" needs be of heaviness through malJifold temptatiol13."
Marked manifestations, gracious indulgences, bright and blessed love-tokens,
upon the opening of the believer's ,course, indicate one of two things-either
the brevity of that course, or severe trials, weighty cares, deep and sorrowful
exercises, as attendants upon it ; the which, instrumentally, are to be counterbalanced by the frequent appeal at the footstool of mercy with "And Thou
saidst, I will surely do thee good."
Grounded, therefore, upon this fact of a short or suffering course, we do
well to be cautious in avoiding a rash or hasty judgment, in regard to firstlove indulgences and the bright and blessed betrothals with which a privileged
few are favoured.
In contemplating the experiences of the children of God, in their pathway
through the wilderness, one fact ought never to be overlooked: it is this,
that, in His infinite wisdom, the Lord has ordained that those experiences
should be varied and diversified. The cause for this is-not to mention other
reasons-that the Lord Himself should be looked to for counsel and guidance,
and not a mere hUlllan guide or counsellor. In spite of that most solemn
denunciation, "Cursed is the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh
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his arm," there is, notwithstanding, an ever-constant disposition, in our poor,
frail nature, to look to and lean upon the creature.
Touching upon the variable character of the personal experiences of the
household of faith, that well-taught servant of the Most High, Mr. HART,
says:
" Their pardon some receive at first,
But after called to fight,
They find their latter stages worst,
And travel much by night."

-

.

In his estimable work, "ELIJAH THE TISHBITE," that blessedly-instructed
divine, KmJJ.I!lIIACHER, says:
"It frequently happens that even fathers in the Lord are suddenly sent
back to tread in the footsteps of their youth; and, re-immersed into the
sorrows of Magdalene and the thief, must anew resume their infancy, and
weep tears of babes. Therefore, fear Dot. In whatever sense it may be said
to you, 'Go, return thy way to the wilderness,' then go ye, in the name of
the Lord, for what seems to you to be regression is, nevertheless, an advance.
You set out empty on your journey, but, at its termination, you find
yourselves enriched by many prizes."
Finally, in confirmation of that varied experience of which I have 8poken
-perfectly in unison and accord as, in the grand essentials, all taught of
the Lord must be-1 would quote the touching testimony of the immortal
TOPLADY, as he contemplates the redeemed in glory :
" Happy' the souls released from fear,
And safely landed there!
Some of the shining number once I knew,
And travelled with them here;
Nay, some, my elder brethren now,
Set later out for heaven, my juni'or saints below
Long after me they heard the call of grace,
Which waked them unto righteousness.
How they have got beyond!
Converted last, yet first with glory crowned!
Little, once, I thought that these
Would first the summit gain,
And leave me far behind, slow journeying through the plaiu !
Loved, while on earth; nor less beloved, though gone;
Think not I envy you your cro;wn ;
No; if I could, I would not call you down.
Though slower is my pace,
To you I'll follow on,
Leaniog on Jesus all the way,
Who, now and then, lets fall a ray
Of comfort from His throne.
The shinings of His grace
Soften. my passage through the wilderness,
And vines, nectareous, spring where briars grew.
The sweet unveilings of His face
Make me, at times, near half as blest as you.
Ah, tell me, Lord, that Thou hast chosen me!
Thou, who hast kindled my intense desire,
Fulfil the wish Thy influence did inspire,
And let me my election know !
,
Then, when Thy summo.os bids me come up higher,
Well pleased I shall from life retire,
And join the burning hosts, beheld at distance now."
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. As far as the writer was concerned, the language of his heart, fifty-eight
years ago, was in perfect sympathy ·with the poet:
" My flesh shall slumber in the ground
Till the archangel's trump shall sound;
Then burst its bands with sweet surprise,
.And in my Saviour's image rise."
And does the reader ask, "And is it not your language, and that more
emphatically, now?" The question is a most reasonable one, and perfectly
natural it is that such should be the reader's conclusion. But is it the case?
Alas! alas! conscience replies in the negative! In lieu of those first-love
promptings-yea, in place of the hearty response to the intimation" And those who long My face to see
Are sure My love to gain,"
there is the-CC Spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go hence,
and be no more." There is the personal realization of :how true the testimony:
" But timorous mortals start and shrink
To cross this narrow sea ;
And linger, shivering on the brink,
And fear to launch away."
As a set off against this state of things, however, it may be argued, with
the advance of years and the subsequent "failure of heart and flesh," how
ill adapted for a continued sojourn in this vale of tears, and the fulfilment
of the duties and engagements devolving upon them, would the servants
of God be, were they to realize the fuIness and the supernatural blessedness
of their early and first-love experiences, when they had actually reached the
privileged position of within a few paces of their eternal rest and their
everlasting blessedness. Well may it be asked, Would Peter have been
qualified to write his Epistles, or to minister to the tried and the tempted,
had he retained the spirit and been the subject of the same emotions as
when, upon the mount of transfiguration, he exclaimed, "Lord, it is good
for us to be here: let us make three tabernacles, one for Thee, and one
for Moses, and one for Elias"? It may be asked, upon the same principle,
Would the Apostle Paul have been a fit subject to deal with the poor and
the needy, the sin-burdened, Satan-harassed, world-buffeted of the household of faith, when "caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words,
which it is not lawful for a man to utter" 1 Assuredly not. In both
cases it was indispensably necessary that these favoured servants of the
Lord should come down from their temporary exaltation, in order to serve
their day and generation.
In like manner, all the Lord's ministering servants are brought, in a greater
or less degree, to realize the truth of His own words, "Can the children
of the bridechamber fast while the Bridegroom is with them 1 .As long as
they have the Bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. But the days will
come, when the Bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall
they fast in those days" (Mark ii. 19, 20.) When the feasting has ceased
and the fasting begins, they are the better prepared to sympathize with th~
sorrowing, and to communicate with and endeavour to help forward the poor,
and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind.
I write not in this strain for the purpose of justifying apathy, or coldness,
or deadness in divine things, (God forbid!) but with a view of accounting
for what, at first sight, may seem strange and inexplicable in the latter stages
and after-experiences of the Lord's dear children.
I had no intention of thus far trespassing upon the reader, when I took
up my Ren. I trust, however, under the circumstances, I may be forgiven.

-;.
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I am anxious, in my declining years, and in contemplating the different
characters and diversified experiences I have met with, to leave upon record
this simple testimony, which may help the reader in exercising a becoming
caution in regard to his estimate of others. Whilst keeping in view that
precious saying of a thrice-precious Master, "By their fruits ye shall know
them," let such, at the same time, beware of setting up human standards
and mapping out fleshly lines and boundaries. The fact of "a diversity of
gifts, but the same Spirit," cannot form too pro"minent a feature in the
believer's creed; neither can that admonition of the Apostle be too well
heeded: "Whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions,
are ye not carnal, and walk as men 7 For while one saitb,. I am of Paul;.
and another, I am of ApoIlos; are ye not carnal? 'Vho, then, is Paul,
ani who is ApoIlos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord
gave to every man 1 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the
increase. So, then, neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that
watereth ; but God that giveth the increase" (1 Cor. iii. 3-7).
To these prefatory remarks I will add my hearty desire that the reader
may be much blessed in the perusal of the following pages. May his heart
be instrumentally stirred up thereby. May languishing graces be revived,
former hopes and expectations renewed, and the inner man pour forth its
ardent entreaties: "Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soul loveth, where Thou
feedest, where Thou makest Thy flock to rest at noon: for. why should I be as
one that turneth aside by the flocks of Thy companions 1" (Sol. 's Song i. 7.)
St. Jjnke's Vicarage, Bedminste?', Ma?'ch 22ncl, 1884.
D. A. DOUDNEY.

Heart-Fellowship with Christ.

By the Rev. W. POOLE BALFERN. London:
Hodder and Stoughton.
THE writings of Mr. BALFERN have so long been before the public,
and the spirit and tone of his works are so well known, that little
need be added in commendation. His first published piece appeared in
this Magazine some thirty years ago.
In these days of "rebuke and blasphemy," when error abounds on
every side; when Satan is seeking, on the one hand, through the intellectual pride of man to divest the Gospel of all that is supernatural
and divine; and, on the other hand, to pervert and bury it under a
mass. of external forms and ceremonies, it is refreshing to meet a work
_like this, which leads in "the old paths" of "the faith once delivered
to the saints," and sets forth" Christ the Power of God, and the Wisdom
of God."
'The first part of the book contains a meditation for each Sunday in the year on some of the titles, offices, or relationships of
Christ; short, but full of precious teaching. We should like to give
an extract, but space forbids. A prayer on the same subject follows
each meditation, "which is but its extension in a devotional form";
prayers, of- which the soul can gladly avail itself to give expression to
its Spirit-wrought desires.
The second pint sets forth Christ as the Central Object of the believer's
life, the ,Model to which he is seeking to be conformed, and the Motive
and Strength by which he is incited and enabled to overcome the
hindrances to his growth in grace and conformity to his Lord. Very
precious are the openings of the heart and mind of Christ, of His
whole moral nature, and the influence which His mission from the
Father had in the formation of that resplendent character. Here, t"o,
the Godhead shines through all, imparting infinite glory, value, perfection
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and perpetuity to 'every word and action, The vigour and beauty of
the language in which these thoughts and teachings are clothed impart
a special charm to the book. Indeed we feel it is impossible to do
justice in a limited space to a work like this, It must be read to be
at all appreciated. "The writer's aim in this, as in all his works, is
to exalt the Saviour in the affections of His people;" and we can only
say that no work we have read is more calculated, under the blessed
Spirit's influence, to do so than this of "Heart-Fellowship with Ohrist."
The publishers deserve credit for the attractive yet chaste and elegant
way in which this volume is brought out, and its moderate price, which
places it within the reach of most,
Life, Warfare, and Vict(yI'Y, Sovenign Grace. P1'evailing Pmyer. Daniel
the PTophet. The Full Assurance of Faith. By D. L. MOODY. London:
Morgan and Scott.
As these works are all froJ!l the pen of one and the same author, we thus
class them altogether, without attempting to dwell upon the particular
features of either. We' shall, therefore, sum up what we have to say in
a very few words. vVe have read but little of what has fallen from the
lips, or emanated from the pen, of Mr. MOODY. -Some of his statements
we could by no mean~ whatever endorse. Our opinions would differ
immensely. We are bound, n'otwithstanding, to state that we admire the
way in which he appeals to; and draws all his resources from, the Bible!
Upon t.he one solitary occasion on which we listened to Mr. MOODY,
many years ago, his subject. was the blood! He stated, and that most
truthfully, that, the blood ran like a scarlet thread throughout the Bible,
from Genesis to Revelation. So clear and outspoken was his testimony,
that we could not take objection to a single feature of it. Of other
discourses we say nothing. We limit ourselves to what we heard upon
the occasion to which we have referred.

,

Cruden's unalll'idgeclConco'rdance to the Old and New Testaments. London:
Morgan and Scott.
THIS is a noble book, 4to. size, consisting of 757 pages. In addition
to the valuable definitions as. introductory to each important word, it
contains "a carefully-revised and much-extended list of the Scripture
Proper Names, with their meaning in the original languages." This is
a most important feature of the work, and renders it 'so much the more
valuable to the Biblical student as well as the Sunday-school teacher
and Scripture-reader. The low price at which the work is published,
namely, five shillings, must ensure for it a speedy and extensive demand.
The Tabernacle, the PTiesthood, and the Offerings. By W. H. SOLTAU.
London: Morgan and Scott.
APART from the att.ractive manner in which this work is got up, with
its so striking illustrations, it treats of, subjects of va.,t importance,
rendered the more so by the mimicry and abuse so rife in these days.
To the spiritually-enlightened, with the heart and eye steadfastly fixed
by faith upon Ohrist, in whom all types and offerings are absorbed and
swallowed up, the contemplation, in all their rich and varied minutire,
is fraught with supernatural interest and satisfaction. We cannot but
heartily commend this volume to the attention of our readers.
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