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WE now, dear reader, return to Gideon; and do mark, after all
that had occurred, as considered in our last, with what a holy
courage and divine steadfastness he was endowed, as the fruit and
effect of those blessed manifestations with which he had been
indulged. Ah! who so strong, who so courageous, who so utterly
fearless, as those previously weak and helpless ones whom the
Lord has visited and encouraged from on high?
.
With all his natural meekness and timidity, and in spite of his
inquiry, "Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I
should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?" when
once· enabled to enter upon his vast and momentous mission, who
so courageous, who so bold and fearless, in Pharaoh's presence as
Moses? and who so much to say as the man who was "slow of
speech, and of a slow tongue"? And why all this but because
the Lord chooses and adapts and qualifies?
Hence how blessed the opening of the seventh chapter of Judges!
::Mark the "then," beloved. After all that had been going on
between the Lord and His poor, timid, doubting, fearing, hesitating
servant, as shown in the previous chapter, now duly commissioned
and as duly qualified-made ripe and ready for the work in the
Lord's own so special and effectual way-there comes the" Then
J erubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that were with him,.
rose up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod: so that the
host of the ::Midianites were· on the north side of them, by the
hill of Moreh, in the valley" (Judges vii. 1). 0 h, the "then"!
When? Why, when all things were ready; when the Lord's
time had fully come. Oh, for grace to abide the Lord's time-to
wait for the Lord's" then," or the L01'd's "now," as expressed by
good old Simeon, in Luke ii. 29, 30, when he exclaimed, "Lord,
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy
word: for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation" !
2 D
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And observe, dear reader, however impatient we may be, or whatever we may fancy about delays, hindrances, and so on, 'there is
no time like the Lord's time, nor any way like the Lord's way.
Preparation, progression, and perfection appertaiu to all the Lord's
dispensations. He is' never beforehand, neither is He ever too
late. All is wisely and well ordered; and all ultimately redounde,
as is justly due, to the praise and glory of His ever-blessed
name.
But observe, reader, how the Lord secures to Himself the glory
which is alone due to Hiinself. He will not-He cannot-in the
leastwise share it with the creature. He will strip man of his
pride and self-suffi~iency. It shall never-no, never, never-be
"Ohrist and Co." Oh, no j' a thousand times, no!
"And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee
are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest
Israel vaunt themselves against Me, saying, Mine own hand hath
saved me" (Judges vii. 2)." . '
Mark the Lord's jealousy-" lest Israel vaunt themselves against
Me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me."
.
, Reader, it is only as the Lqrd leads us, little by little, into
some slight knowledge of ourselves, that we discover the necessity
for this cautioD. But for the little iDsight into the desperate
wickedness, pride, and self-sufficiency of the human heart, we
should scarcely think it possible that we could indulge in such
ideas of creature-wisdom and ability. Hence the ever-constant
need of our being reminded of whence we are, what we are, and
of what capable, if left for -a' moment to ourselves.
"Now therefore," said the Lord, "go to, proclaim in the ears
of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him
return and depart early from Mount Gilead. And there returned
of the people twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten
t)lOus.and" (Judges vii. 3).
,
"There returned twenty and two -thousand j and there remained
ten. thousand," so that upwards 6f two-thirds of the people were
"fearful and afraid," and so withdrew. Now, in itself considered r
this was enough to intimidate Gideon, especially when we consider
his natural diffidence j but let us not lose sight of the fact that the
Lord was working, and that He was qualifying Gideon for the
vast enterprise to which He had called him. So to speak, Gideon
was no longer- himself, but he was 'made" strong in the Lord, and
in the power of His might "'; and this, blessed be His name,
ever appertains to all- and <every service to which the Lord condescends to call any _of _His people. . He never leaves nor puts to
confusion.
"Faithful is, He who hath . called you," may be
endorsed upon all the Lord's leadings and -dealings..
" And the Lord said unto Gideon "-we do so admire the simple
bu.t precious testimony; so conde,~cending and so gracious j such a.
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kind and tender and loving familiarity-" And. the Lord said unto
Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them down unto
the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be,
that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same
shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, 'I'his shall
not go with thee, the same shall not go. So he brought down the
people unto the water: and the Lord said unto Gideon, Everyone
that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him
shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down
upon his knees to drink. And the number of them that lapped,
putting their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: but
ALL the rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink
water. And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three hnndred
men that lapped, will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into
thine hand: and let ALL the other p~ople go every man unto his
place" (Judges vii. 4-7).
Observe, dear reader, the further tenderness and consideration of
the Lord. Even before the intimation was given that ALL the' other
people were to return to their place, the Lord declared of the
little residue-the three hundred out of the two-and-twenty
t10usand~that "by that three hundred He would save Gideon,
. and deliver the Midianites into his hand." Oh, what wonderful
grace! What wondrous mercy! What boundless compassion!
Reader, this is just like the Lord! This is akin to all His ministrations and all His tender and loving dispensations. We only
need prayer and patience to watch, and to wait for the succour
and the deliverance, for such will most assuredly be vouchsafed, for" He is not a man, that He shonld lie; nor the sou
of man, that He should repent. Hath He said, and shall He not
do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good?"
Undoubtedly.
In spite of himself, the wicked Balaam was
compelled to declare some precious and undeniable verities, the
truth of which the Church of the living God hath proved in
every age, and shall to the very latest moment of the timeBtate.
'
"So"-(mark the "so" reader-how the power of the Lord was
thus brought to bear upon this little company-this mere handful of
men, as contrasted with the previous two-and-twenty thousand-in
that they were made willing to go forth and confront the enemy,
afterwards spoken of as "like grasshoppers for multitude ")-"So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets: and
he sent ALL the rest- of Israel every man unto his tent, and retained
those three hundred men: and the host of Midian was beneath
him in the valley" (Judges vii. R). ,
But observe, furthe.r, dear reader, the Lord Jehovah's kindly
consideration and Fatherly tenderness.
"And it came to pass the same night [so timely, you see-just
2 D 2
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at the right juncture-at the season most needed], that the Lord
said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host." What a
perilous enterprise, and that, too, to be undertaken by poor, timid,
trembling Gideon! Ah! but mark, reader, the promise attendant
upon the, command-" for I have delivered it into thine hand."
Why, what could the Lord say more? How marvellously
gracious and condescending! But, as if this pledge and assurance
were not enough, in the same merciful consideration the Lord
adds, "But, if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy
servant down to the host: and thou shalt hear what they say, and
afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the
host."
What evidence have we here of the divine omniscience! How
striking a proof that "all things are naked and open to the God
with whom we have to do"! Could we really 'realize this, dear
reader, how much more clearly should we see the little need there
is for 07W solicitude and anxiety! Oh, if we could but more continuously and practically bear in mind that precious couplet" 'Tis enough that Thou shouldst care;
Why should we the burden bear 1"

Oh, going out of life as we feel ourselves to be, how utterly
abashed we are, and how we take shame to ourselves, in· that we
have so doubted our God, disputed His wisdom, called in question
His kindness, and, alas! alas! been so ready to sit in judgment
upon His acts, the which, when they come to be developed, are so
significant of love and mercy, goodness and all-sufficiency! Contemplating these facts, as appertaining to ourselves, we often tell
the' Lord we are amazed at His not having long since cut us off
as a cumberer of the ground, and that we have not a stone to cast
against the vilest sinner that ever breathed.
But observe, "Then went he down with Phurah his servant
unto the outside of the armed [margin, 'ranks by five '] men that
were in the host."
In order to enter more fully into the hazardous nature of this
movement, let us contemplate, reader, the so recent scene in connection with the present lamentable and disastrous war. What a
terrible scene was that, when our troops were taken by surprise
in the stillness of the night, and when the enemy of a sudden
pounced upon them with such deadly effect upon themselves, as
well as upon the numberless camels with which our troops were
surrounded! Oh, but for divine protection, what would have
. become of poor Gideon and his solitary attendant? But let us
not lose sight for a moment of the fact that he had a divine warrant
for all he did-aye, and with that divine warrant, an equally divine
pledge. Hence his courage and perfect fearlessness.
" And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of
the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude;
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and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea-side
for multitude."
Reader, was not such a spectacle enough to intimidate aud
alarm? But it had no such effect upon even poor, timid Gideon;
and why? Oh, because he was there aud theu privileged to
realize the preciousuess of the promise, "Thou wilt keep him
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth
in Thee."
,
"And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man that
told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Behold, I dreamed a
dream, and, 10, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of
Midian, and came unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and
overturned it, that the tent lay along. And his fellow answered
and said, This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon, the son
of J oash, a man of Israel: for into his hand hath God delivered
Midian, and all the host."
So that the hosts were not all asleep. At least tleo were
awake-yea, and had their senses in· exercise, and that most
keenly, too-and, but for seeing the divine hand in the ordering
and well-ordering of the entire proceedings, one would wonder
that, under the circumstances, those wakeful ones were not more
alive to their own personal danger, especially after such an
interpretation had been given to the dream.
That the sleeper should awake-that he should tell his dream
at such a time, instead of seeking to forget it in renewed slumberthat his fellow. should be inclined, and at such a juncture, to
give heed to the relating of the dream-was part and parcel of
the mystery. Moreover, that Gideon should be at the particular
spot, at the special moment, to heal' the narrating of the dream
and its interpretation, what, what does all bespeak but the
handiwork of our God, and in such blessed confirmation of the
previous promise upon the part of J ehovah-" Go down to the
host, and thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall
thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the host."
And were they not strengthened, dear reader? Li.sten! " And
it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the
interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned into the
host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the Lord hath delivered into
your hand the host of Midian."
"He worshipped!" Aye, and be assured, reader, it was real, sincere, heartfelt worship, too. With a holy confidence was Gideon
inspired as to the issue of the battle about to be fought, and a
corresponding gratitude sprang up in his heart for all the Lord
had been, had done, and would do. He was, at that moment
and under those very circumstances, as certain of results as though
the victory were already achieved. And this is the precious nature
of that faith of which the Lord Himself is the Author, the opera-
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tions and the effects of which always redonnd toJhe pra:ise. of His
own grace. Gideon had previously wanted sign and token, but
now he had seen so much of the Lord's condescending goodness
and mercy-His word and His work were in such blessed harmony
and unison-that he can, and ~e does, venture upon and exult
in Him. Hence, in a true spiritual sense, "he worshipped." He
blessed, praised, magnified, and adored;· and he "returned into the
host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the Lord hath delivered into
your hand the host of Midian." Mark the words, reader-" He
hafh done it." He had the earnest of it, the pledge of it, the
proof of it. He had the Lord's word for it; and that word was
followed up by sign and token of no ordinary character. These
facts combined served to confirm and establish the faith of Gideon.
HAnce the confidence and assurance with which he spoke.
Reader, do yott know anything of this precious secret-so identified with the character and operations of faith? The calm,
sober, passive resting in and upon the Lord; quite at a point
about issues; not the shlltdow of a shade of doubt with respect to
results; but a peaceful, deliberate waiting and watching for· the
opening of His gracious hand, and the ratifying and confirming
His home-and-heart-spoken word. A blessed position this! No
defeat nor disappointment ever attend upon it. This calm reposing
upon the Lord, and abiding His pleasure, are the sure earnests
and forerunners of some fresh display of His goodness, love, and
mercy. And we must contend that this abiding results, in calm
and holy confidence in and upon the Lord, without, as yet, the
semblance of change, interposition, or deliverance, is the position
and the circumstances in which faith revels and delights. It was
in this sweet and precious reliance that Elijah, after a threeand-a-half years' drought, said unto Ahab, "Get thee up; eat
and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain." It was
in like manner a faith's simple dependence upon the word of
the Lord that prompted "Jehoshaphat to bow his head with his
face to the ground; and all J udah, a.nd the inhabitants of J erusalem, fell before the Lord, worshipping the Lord.. And the
Levites, of the children of the Kohsthites, and of the children of
the Korhites, stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel with a
loud voice on high" (2 Ohron. u. 18, 19). Be it remembered
that, at this juncture, as far as appearances were concerned, there
was not the semblance of succour or deliverance. Hence such a
, state of holy trust and .confidence must be wholly of faith,
unaided in the least measure or degree by aught that is tangible,
or that which alone can satisfy the claims of sight or sense.
But, reader, have not some' of us cause to regret the lack of
that continued "watchfulness unto prayer," in regard to certain
matters which may probably have long since been laid upon the
heart, and which, at times ana sea~ons, have led to no little
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wrestling and imporlunity at the throne of grace? Has there
not been a falling off-at least a comparative cessation-of that
wrestling and importunity of which we were once, or per-haps
a.gain and again, the subjects? And, upon the ground that "we
have. not because we ask not," may not the delayed answer, or the
seeming still fi,wthrw o.ff so desired blessing, be ascribed to this
at least comparative coldness, half-heartedness, indifference of
ours.?
We are quite prepared for the charge of this idea being legal,
and partaking of the creature; but we do not thus express ourselves with any such purp'ose or intention.
This we must maintain-and we do so upon the ground of
many years' close observation and experience-that, where a spirit
of pleading and watchfulness has been given, it has proved to be
the forerunner of some gracious bestowment and fresh blessing.
Personally we have invariably found that, where there has been
the disposition to wrestle and to watch and wait, it has been
the prelude to a renewal of proof and evidence of the Lord's
wonder-working hand. We mq.st stand by this homely coupletWatch and wait, and thou shalt see
Wonders wrought, and wrought for thee.

There is one thought, however, we would not lose sight of, in
regard to the facts before us, and that is, the testimony of the
man who interpreted his comrade's dream-" This is nothing else
:save the sword of Gideon, the son of J oash, a man of Israel: for
into his handhath God delivered Midian, and ALL the host."
How strange that this man should thus interpret the dream!
Ah! reader, with all their hostility, worldlings are oftentimes very
keen-sighted. In spite of the lack of personal interest, they 8p.e
the security and the satisfaction of the people of God; and, like
:Balaam, they envy them that security, although they want not
their .~irit-that is, in regard to their habits, tastes, and affections.
They have a merely nominal light, but neither life nor
lrve! A deeply-solemn fact! They may say, "Let me die the
death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his," but,
at the same time, they have no wish whatever to live the life
()f the righteous, "being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel,
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in the world." "They have their portion in this
life," and a. hapless portion it will eternally prove to be! Better
far for such that they had never, never been born!
To return, however, to Gideon.
- "And he divided the three hundred men into three companies,
and he put a trumpet in every' man's hand, with empty pitchers,
and lamps within the pitchers. And he said unto them, Look
()n me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outside
.of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I
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blow with a tmmpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye
the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, The
sword of the Lord, and of Gideon."
.
How remarkable these instructions! How simple and unpretending! What an entire absence of the skill or ingenuity of
man! And does not 8~mplicity, dear reader, eharacterize all the
Lord's dealings? Upon this very ground, are they not calculated
in the high-est degree to hide pride from man, and to ascribe
all the praise and glory to Him to whom alone it is due? And,
inasmuch as no special instmctions are recorded, as given by
the Lord to Gideon, in regard to the line of action he was to
pursue, in order to overcome the mighty multitude he had to
encounter, have we not here a precious example of that wisdom
and courage and strength which the Lord is pleased to vouchsafe to His people, in their times of necessity? Oh, how faith,..
ful and all-sufficient He is! Do we not, at the same time, see
that the very simplicity of the means employed necessitates t!:e.
appointment and approval of the Most High, in order to theU"
pro'ving effectual in the accomplishment of His purpose?
"So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came
unto the outside of the camp in the oeginning of the middle
watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.
And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the'
pitchers; and held the lamps in their left hands, and the
trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried,
The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon. And they stood every
man in his place round about the camp: and ALL the host ran,
and cried, and fled. And the three hundred blew the trumpets,
and the Lor!! set every man's sword against his fellow, even
throughout ALL the host; and the host fled to Beth-shittah, in
Zererath, and to the border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath."
Do observe, reader, that it was "the Lon[; set every: man's
sword against his fellow." But for this, vain indeed' would have
been the pitcher-breaking, the trumpet-blowing, and the cry,
"The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon."
Ah! yes, upon this and upon every conquest, upon the part of
Zion, shall be legibly inscribed on each and every banner, "Not
by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of
Hosts."
St. Luke's, Beclminster, May 14th, 1885.
THE EDITOR.
As the sun ripens and sweetens fruits by shining upon them, with-

out which they would be sour and unsavouFy, so it is the sunshine
of God's love and favour that sweetens all earthly blessings, without.
which they would be but crosses and curses to them that possess.
them.

\
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A SECRET DISCIPLE.
"And aftm' this Joseph of Arimathaa, being a disciple of Jesus, but,
secl'etly for fea?' of the Jews, beslYllght Pilate that he might take away the;
body of JeStls:. and Pilate gave him leave. He came tll£,j'ejrYre, and took thebody of JeS'lls. And tll£,l'e came also Nicodemus, ~chich at the fil'st came t()·
Jesus by nighi., and brlYllght a mixtul'e of myrrh and aloes, about an
hundred pound ~oeight," xc.-J OHN xix. 38, 39.
IT is time for us &gain to be grasping the pen, and sending forth
more " Notes "for the family of God. Lord, they are Thine, not mine ;therefore lead and guide into truth, and in such a way that spiritual
food may be dispensed, and glory brought to Thy great name!
As we thus place ourselves in our emptiness in the attitude of
expectation, the heavenly bidding seems to arrest us at the above
passage, and there flows into our soul thi~ thought-" How many. of
·the Lord's dear people are seCl'et disciples!"
Now, in the two characters named in the passage which heads ourpaper, we have the cases of two secret disciples-Joseph of Arimathrea.
and Nicodemus.
Joseph of Arimathrea was a rich and honourable counsellor. It is:thought by some that, in earlier days, he was the young man that
came running to Jesus, and, kneeling before Him, asked, " Good Master,
what shall I do to inherit eternal life ~" What followed is well known.
to Bible readers.
But mark, it is said, "Jesus, beholding him, loved him." Whetherthat love was manifested in 'his heart, as 'he went away sorrowful, we
know not. Whatever had been his reticence of life, we have him
now testifying of love to the Master, for he went in boldly unto Pilate,
and craved the body of Jesus, that he might bring it and place it in,
his own new tomb, which he had hewn out of the rock. What a,
fulfilment of Isaiah's prophecy concerning the Messiah-" He shall
make His grave with the rich"! ' Secret disciple as he had been, he.
now gives abounding proof, at our Lord's death, of his love for Him.
With regard to the other secret disciple, Nicodemus, he was
different from his friend, the rich and honourable counsellor. A ruler
of the Jews, he was one of the great council of the Sanhedrim; and
• yet, in that exalted position, was evidently a secret disciple. "Ve are,
not told that this was the immediate result of his conversation with ourLord, but it would seem probable that the Saviour's words must·
have sunk deeply into his soul, "Ye must be born again," and that
for years he had been a secret disciple, which love burst forth, too, at,
a remarkable time, for we can but remember that it was at the very
time when Peter, who professed so much, had denied his Lord, and
the disciples, who had followed Him so closely, that when they all
forsook Him and fled, Nicodemus and J oseph came to the front, and
testified of their secret love for Him. And a remarkable testimony it.
was, for nothing could be more obnoxious to a·Jew than to handle a,
dead body. Indeed, it was against their law for any oue in position t().
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,do so, and yet here we have two ~en of exalted position taking the
body of Jesus, winding it in linen clothes with the spices, and placing it
in the sepulchre in the garden, "wherein was never man yet laid."
Well, now, after such a testimony of love to the Master, is it too
much to think that these two secret disciples watched our Lord's
'career 'with the deepest interest, until they could keep their secret no
longer 1 The testing-time came, and, regardless of all consequences,
they proved themselves to be on the Lord's side. There are, we
1>elieve, many such-secret ones, silent ones-who are making no
'outward demonstration, but who cherish a deep love for Jesus. We
want a word with such at this season.
But, before we advance, we would observe that, while we are led to
think of the very many secret disciples which, from a variety of
,circumstances, the Lord has in His redeemed family, let it, not be
~mpposed for a moment that we are regardless of those who are brought
more particularly to the front, and whose office it is to preach 01' pen
the great truths of the, Gospel.
No. 'We are thankful that faithful
'witnesses for the truth still exist, although we fear that those who
are anxious to "declare the whole counsel of God" are few and far
between.
And here I must say, personally, I am ashamed of so-called" Evangelicals " of our day. Time was when we had our RO~1AINE, TOPLADY,
HAWKER, and the like, the sound of whose trumpets was with no uncertainty. But now, alas! many calling themselves still "Evan~elicals "
are led away by the gilded bait of Ritualism to turn their churches into
places of amusement for the professors of the day, while others are
drinking into the spirit of "man-made revivals," making thereby
hypocrites by thousands.
Well, "the Lord reigneth," and He will not leave Himself without
witnesses. Personally, I cannot help saying that, while not permitted by Him to enjoy (from earthly pressure) the intense privilege
of preaching much in His dear name, yet I am consoled by the fact
that through the pen I preach, as it were, monthly to upwards of three
thousand souls, and, blessed be God, not a congregation of dead. souls,
but of living ones, scattered in nooks and corners of the earth, but
who are hungering and craving for spiritual food, What it costs us
to spread the meal we leave. The Lord knows all about it. Hii true
preachers and penmen have to pass through special depths to discipline
them for the work. I have heard it said,. "Oh, what exalted and
rejoicing men must such as the dear Editor, ' G. C.,' and the like be!"
Ah! such who think so little know what we pass through, but this
we leave. What we want most is, the Lord glorified.
Then to our subject-secret disciples. Yes, sometimes for years God's
people are so, befryre they dare to make it manifest to others. I know this
is in direct opposition to the boasting and pretentious zeal of self-made
Christians of the day, who, under the influence of excitement and frames
and feelings, tell out an experience that melts before the heat of the
first trial. No; -if we weigh things, we shall find, as a rule, that grace
imparted is inward and secret, and only bursts forth into testimony
when the work has become ripened and deepened.
,This was, at all events, my CaSe. It· was a long time after the
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-quickening of the Spirit that I dare utter a word of my inward feelings to anyone; and never shall I forget the way in which that was
brought about by my ever-revered pastor, the late J OSEPH IRONS, of
Grove Chapel. That dear servant of the Lord was a true watcher in
Israel, and he had watched me with the tender care of a faithful
under-shepherd. It was his custom, in those days, to preside at select
gatherings of his people at their own homes, and a precious privilege it was to make one of the number.
One evening, how it was I know not, but I crept into a meeting
held at Mr. B. HooPER's, of Camberwell; and, to my astonishment,
J OSEPH IRONS called upon me suddenly to engage in prayer. It was in
vain I sought to be excused; the dear man gave me no time. The
whole company went down on their knees, and I placed myself in the
attitude of prayer in their midst. I well remember the perspiration
poured down my face as I uttered a few broken accents, which was
immediately taken up by JOSEPH IRONS with an emphatic "Amen."
The spell was broken, and, with a melted spirit, I poured out my heart
before God. And what followed 1 Zeal and pretention 1 Far, very far
from it. There followed a shrinking, a shame-facedness, a confusion, a
fear lest I had been playing the hypocrite, which for a long period
brought me into fearfulness of heart, and I dare not put myself in the
way of the Lord's dear people for a long time. But the watcher in
Israel took opportunities of cheering me. He was a physician who
dealt tenderly with me, and led me on little by little.
~ow, I only mention this personal case to show that I was so
differently led to those who can so soon put forth an experience
ofttimes, I fear, very questionable. No; as far as I have observed, the
most sterling and stable Christians cannot talk much. Deep waters are
silent, and it takes a great deal to draw out such. Let them be led
into the society of kindred spirits, and the Master be honoured-this
will touch the right chord within, and then "out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh."
But, further, how many of the Lord's people are secret disciples,
and, from circumstances ove1' which they have no cont1'ol, not able to have
the privilege of coming to the L01'd's Supper.
I have been struck with
the many precious hymns we have that breathe the spirit of joyous
invitation to the heavenly feast. Dear JOSEPH IRONS has several in.
his precious Zion's hymns. In one he i:)aysH

Yes, I may approach His board,
Wslcamed by my gracious Lord;
He has conquered me with love;
I shall reign with Him above."

We cannot speak too highly of such a privilege, when entered into
with the earnest desire for communion with our Lord, and with one
another, as members of His mystical body. But how abouj. those members to whom we have referred-secret disciples, that, from. a variety.
of circumstances, cannot gain this privilege of approaching the visible
board 1 Are they left out in the cold 1 Far from it. The Lord saith
to such, "I will be a little Sanctuary unto. thee."
Oh, we hav~ all
in that "I"--communion-table, spiritual bread, and the wine of con-
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solation, while brother holds intercourse with brother and sister with
sister at the same throne of grace, recognizing the one body.
I know Christians who, from infirmities of the body, 01' other circumstances, have not for years had the joy of approaching the visible table
(not altar-that is Rome's title, and never ought to be mentioned
among Protestants). But has the Lord left them never to be partakers
of His Supper 1 Far from it. He has Himself been Supper and Food!
to them, and they have been drawn into felt commun'ion with Himperhaps beyond that in realization which. might have been experienced
at the visible table, for, after all, the real Church of God is a spiritual
Church, and all appertaining to its real life is spiritual. In this light
can we understand the Lord's promise to His secret disciples, "I will'
be a little Sanctuary unto you." . Such learn experimentally the truth
of the assertion, "In the secret of Eis tabemacle shall He hide me.'''
Sweet spot-one of the "heavenly places in Christ Jesus" !
Oh, for more spiritual life in Christ-more spiritual union with
Him! There may be, and indeed iii, such a thing as uttering prayers,
but never praying-as hearing preaching, but never receiving the. trutll
into the soul-as coming to the table, but having no appetite for the
spiritual feast ""-in a word, having" a name to live, and yet being dead.'"
" Who hath made us to differ 1" " It is the Spirit that quickeneth," and
without that essential, our religion is but a vain thing.
One of the most precious passages in the Word of God, to the
writer's mind, is that in the twenty-fifth Psalm-" The secret of the Lore!
is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His covenant." Yes ;.
show them their personal interest in the covenant of grace. If some
kind and benevolent friend told us the secret that he had a purpose
of love' in our favour, and determined to mention us in his willyea, more, if he went to his private secretary, and drew out of a
hidden drawer the very document, pointing to the very covenant in
which our name was mentioned, and the purport of his bequest of lovehow satisfied we should feel that the gift would be ours. It is sO'
with our God. He tells us the secret that your name and my name iE,
in His will-yea, points us, in the unfoldings of His grace and mercy, to
the fact that He has called us by name-giving, even now, the blessings
and benefits of His covenant, which are, blessed as they are, yet not
to be compared with the gifts in store for us.
"Oh, My dove," says Christ to His Church, "thou art ·in tl~e ~t
places." Ah! it is precious to be in the "secret places" in Christ
and with Christ! I had almost called such a knowledge bosom love.
And why should I not 1 It is getting into a nearness to Christ that
tells of a mutual love, an indissoluble tie, a glorious oneness nothing.
can sever. It is being lifted up far above terrestrial things, and a
sitting in the heavenlies with Christ. Such are in the "secret places"yea, under the shadow of the Most High.
Oh, this is a feature of delight in our religion I crave for more
and more! I do not care what people say and what people think.
.. We believe, with all their pmtensions, and the great stress upon what they
call the first or most prominent feature of their so-called religion, namely,.
"partaking of Holy Communion," there are thousands lacking" an appetite for
the true spiritual feast,"-En.
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I do not care for this creed and the other form. I crave the creed of
entering into the "secret places" of ·true communion with Christ, and I
love the religion that recognizes the voice of the Lord as full of
majesty, but as full of mercy, too, such mercy told home t,o my
poor, unworthy heart by Jesus Himself in the "secret places." Such
religion is a reality. It is precious and personal; and, after all, real
religion is a spiritual religion, beloved, and real worship, the secret homage
of the soul before God.
I was once asked, "Why do you not, in church, bow the head at the
name of Jesus 1 Everybody else does, and you look so singular,standing
bolt upright." I would respond, It would puzzle anyone to find one
endowed with more profound reverence for the name of Jesus than
myself, and, when that name is uttered rather with the homage of the
.heart, do we look tearfully up to the heavens, and not down upon the
earth, desiring that faith may see Him as He is, not as He was, the
·exalted One for me. And I care not to bend the head for three
reasons-first, because it is a relic of Popery which, with all the
blessings of the Reformation, still clings to the members of a visible
Church-blessings which are becoming increasingly ignored in our day.
Secondly, because it is nowhere commanded in the Word. " Surely,"
do you say, "it is 'At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow' 1"
Ah! but the knee is not the head. If you will have it literally~ we
ought to curtsey, not bow the head. But no; it means, by the bending
of the knee, true reverence and homage of the heart; and this we
can, and, blessed be God, do, pay before Him, without any outward
sign, which is unneeded. Thirdly, because it is practised by so many
who have "a name to live and are dead." It is common enough now
to see young ladies sinking almost to the ground at the name of Jesus,
or the Holy Ghost, and rising again with almost dramatic effect.. And
where are they in the week-times 1 In the ball-room or theatre,
rejoicing in the spirit of the world, which is their element. ~.' Is such
a mockery of worship accepted by the Most High 1 Nay. He tells us,
as plainly as language can, it is an offence to Him; it is hateful;· it
dishonours His great and precious name. Be it ours, beloved, to be
found among the secret disciples who render Him spiritual worship.
But, again, I believe there are many secret disciples who are corn·'
pelted to be so through the absence of the preaching of the truth. They
are in this plight. They have been brought up and nurtured in
the good old verities of the Gospel, but their under-shepherd has
been removed by death, and no faithful one has been raised up in his
place. They remember the admonition-" Not forsaking the assembling
of yourselves together"; and they try to find food at this place and
the other. But, alas! modern divinity is not like the old, and their
righteous spirits are vexed, and loathe the so·called Gospel of the day.
Indeed, to them it is "another gospel which is not the Gospel," and
they cannot receive it. In this plight, they are drawn to be much
alone, and to seek food from the few sound periodicals of the day,
and read the Word, without a preacher, and thus necessarily become
• Yes, and their religious profession most hateful to Him who says, "Love not
the world, nor the things of the world. " -En.
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secret disciples. They sigh for converse with those whom tbey unders;tand, and who understand them; but iuch are few and far between.
Well, the mercy is, "the Lord's arm is not shortened, that it cannot
save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear." They are kept alive by
Him who has promised never to leave nor forsake them. Such a state,
however, often brings to great depression of spirit; and, if secret,
ones, they become sighing ones, Yet every sigh, coming from such a
cause, is not forgotten by the heavenly Recorder.
And then, in connection with the secret and hidden life, does not
the child of God know what it is to drink into the Prophet Jeremiah's
language,when he says, "My smtl shall weep in secret places"? His·
cause of weeping was, that the Lord's flock were being carried away
captive; and are there not various things which cause us to "weep
in secret places" ~ Personally, we are often led to do so, in view of
the deplOl'able state of things which is going on in the age in whi2h
we live, in connection with the religion of the day. And what do we
see ~ Alas! we see that the glorious light, which shone so brightly
at the Reformation, is fast disappearing; and, in its place, we behold
the growth of an unscriptural theology which puts man uppermost,
and tries to make free-will supplant free-grace. Look again, at the
decorations of the churches of our land, accompanied by a parade of
showy ordinances and services; at the attempt to establish the
priestly power oj absolution, and the introduction of the confessional;
at the Christ-dishonouring dogma of transubstantiation-men, professing to be Protestant ministers, maintaining that the bread and
wine are changed into the Lord's body and blood-a thing we should
have thought at once repugnant to anyone of common sense. And
then note the last importation from Rome-the new farce of the
sO-llalled "1'ese1'ved Sacrament!"
Oh; beloved, do not these things, and many more that we might
mention, cause us to drink, into Jeremiah's language-" Oh, that my
head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep
day and night," at the dishonour cast upon Christ and His Church r
What a solemn pa-ssage is that-" But unto the ungodly, said God."
Mark, "the ungodly," 'Who are they in God's sight ~ Those, He says,
"who preach My laws, and take My covenant in their mout'h, whereas
they hate to be reformed, and have cast My words behind them."
Surely it is thus with the dishonest clergy who subscribe to the Thirtynine Articles, so full of Gospel truth, and then cast them away, and
introduce the God-dishonouring dogmas and doings of Rome. Yes,
we "weep in secret places" on account of these things,
There is also another form of error growing up in our midst that
also grieves our spirit. We mean the fact of many, even Evangelicals,
whom you would be sorry to unchristianize, who are yet carried away
by the delusion that, as Christians, we can walk in purity of life and
in a pathway of holiness-a most depressing line of teaching to those
who know anything of their own hearts. ,Vhy, such teachers can
have no secret place of weeping, because they have nothing to weep
about..But, beloved, is it so ~ Although mercifully kept from flagrant
sins, and In the path of virtue and uprightness, have we not to weep
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over manifold i~firmities, deceitful lusts lurking within, which only
the grace of God prevents from being put into operation ~ Have we'
not to deplore coldness and lukewarmness of heart, evil thoughts, and
vain imaginings ~ Are there no idols set up, in the shape of dear'
ones in the flesh-no besetting sins, which will not bear the'sunlight
of God's purity and presence ~ Oh, surely those who, in the face of
these things, talk about our living in purity of life, and walking in
a pathway of holiness, have yet to learn the utter beggary and
wretchedness of human nature-have yet to acquire deeper views of
self.
But further, secret disciples. You meet with busy men who, from'
outward appearance, are full of anxious thought about the things of'
this life-and necessarily so, for their cares in these trying times are.
multiplied-and yet, here and there, if opportunity occurs to touch"
the right chord of the heart, you find they are secret disciples, and
that, with all earth's care, they have a concern for eternity, and find
moments to muse upon the marvel of spiritual things. Busy women,
too, cumbered about the many things of domestic life, and the weight.
attendant upon bringing up a large young family; yet there is with,
such a something secret which sweetens all; and, if notable to bearmuch outward testimony, their souls are filled with infinite longings.
after Christ.
We may have to say experimentally, "I am small, and of no reputation," but we can add, "yet do I not forget Thy commandments."
We may be among the little-faith ones and weak-faith ones, yet learn-ing the secret of the Church, "I sleep, but my heart waketh."
How little we can tell, in the world's grouping, who is and who is
not a Christian, excepting as we judge from the outward garb, which
is not always to be depended upon! The language is the best criterion.
We were once in an omnibus full of people. An aged lady spoke
of something as" a mercy." We thought, "That is not the language or
Egypt," and so it proved.
Taking up the word" mercy," we found
our unknown friend was a child of God, and could talk the family'
language. Of course, in the short journey of an omnibus ride, we·
soon parted, but I believe both felt we were one in Christ.
But, we repeat, in the bustle' of our large towns, where everyone,
seems bent upon their own business, it is difficult to discern the wheat
from the tares; but the Lord knows the difference, and He says, "Let"
both grow together till the harvest." Then what a separation!
Oh, beloved, what a mercy of mercies to be united to Christ! No
separation then, nor condemnation either.
But, again, many of the Lord's dear people are secret disciples. through..
affiidive p'l'ovidences. Perhaps on the bed of suffering, unable to gain
the privilege of attending the house of God, or mixing with kindred
spirits, such know 'what it is, like Elijah at Horeb's cave, to sit
alone, and yet not alone. I have found, in the course of a lengthened.
experience, suffering Christians the most lively Christians. oJ1. I. often
think it is because they. get their. water pure from the Fountain-Head,
• This we likewise have found to be the case. Hence we have taken shame to
ourselves for the lack, in the midst-of so much mercy, of their tone and:
.pirit.-ED.
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and not running' through any earthly channel. They are closer shut
.in with the Lord than those who, in health and strength, come in
·contact with a contaminating and engrossing world, Oh, it is
inwardly joyous when the world is distant and God is nigh!
Almighty Father, let Thy lowly child drink deeper into such hallowed
-repose.
Then how precious are secret upliftings at the throne of gracesecret errands unto the King of kings! Why, beloved, as we are
full of wants, so we must be full of ermnds to the throne. I find
myself almost every moment of the day-in thought, at all eventsat the throne.* No errand boy can be busier in his master's cause
than are the children of God at their Master's throne. Every day.yea, all the day-they are making their requests known unto .God,
.and not in vain. They do, blessed be His name, often come away
with their store-baskets laden with blessings. The bread of life, the
fruits of the Spirit, the grapes of precious promises, the flagon of
the wine of the Gospel-these are gifts precious to them; and, with
such, spread on the board, no earthly board is comparable to it. The
souls of God's people shall be satisfied with the marrow and fatness
<>f the Gospel provision. Is it not so, beloved 1
But again to our theme. Many of the Lord's dear people are
secret disciples, to a great e:x;tent, because they are totally misunderstood
.by the so-called religious world, and those by whom they are surrounded.
It must be so. It always was. The world will hate the children of
·God as they hated the Master, and the professor will shun their
society; so that, if one of those old-fashioned ones who live out the
great verities of the Gospel, you must be prepared to live much alone.
They do not understand you nor your language. If you talk of
covenant grace and mercy, of divine sovereignty, electing love, imputed righteousness, and the rest of the good old doctrines of the
Bible, they lift up their eyes with astonishment.
Sometimes you may think your position an isolated one; and you
may try, in the spirit of charity, to be more tolerant, to smooth down
things, and be more genial and more neighbourly. Ab! beloved,
your attempt will be a'vain one, and I will answer for it, you will
·c~=~ ~'U." 0'1. "ne oTnea\ neart-sic"keneu. 'No; tbe stand mrnt be made
and maintained, whatever be the consequence. You are not of the
world, as Christ was not of the world; and the result must be, by
the Holy Spirit, d1'iven out of it.
But once more. Secret disciples have an appropriating faith in Christ,
which leftds them to the faith's grasp of "My God." LUTHER used to say,
" The very pith of the Bible is its personal pronouns." " My." We can
add, the very pith of spiritual life is its personal realization of Christ-" My
God. My Saviour." How sweetly does the Apostle lay stress upon" My
God"! He does not say, "The God of creation," "The God of Hosts,"
or even "The covenant God "-all appellations full of grace and truth;
but, .with an appropriating faith, he says, " My God shall supply all your
need, according to His riches in glory, by Christ Jesus." His assurance
was grounded upon his own personal knowledge of how God had

* Reader,

what do you say to thi~ ?-En.
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supplied his every need, and he believed it would be the same with all
those who, in the pilgrim life, are pressing home to the heavenly
kingdom.
And now, dear friends, in conclusion, we remiJ;ld you that we have
dwelt upon the fact that many of the Lord's people are, like Nicodemus and J oseph, secret disciples, who, when put to the test, show
forth their love to the Master. We have seen that some are so for
years before they dare make it known to others, which was our own
experience; that many, from circumstances over which they have no
control, are not able to come to the Lord's table. But are they left
by the Lord ~ Oh, no! He fulfils His promise to them-" I will be
a little Sar.ctuary unto thee." So is the "one body" recognized. " In
the secret of His tabernacle" He hides His own; and, after all, whether
enjoying the outward means, or deprived of the same, "the secret of
the Lord is with them· that fear Him, and He will show them His
covenant," "Oh, My dove," says Christ, "thou art in the secret places!"
It little matters what creed or form we follow. Real religion is a.
secre hing-a spiritual matter-even the life of God in the soul,
evidencing itself not in the bowing of head or body, but in the true
homage of the soul before God. Then we have seen how there are
secret disciples, made so from the absence of the preaching of the
truth in this day of error, and their souls loathe the swine's food placed
before them. This deprivation and the other distress, however, causes
them t{) weep in "secret places."
Then we have thought of how, in
the world's grouping, buried in earthly care, the Lord yet has His
own, known and well known unto Him; and such, in the midst of all,
have an appropriating faith, and are constantly inwardly exclaiming,
"My God, my Lord, Thou knowest all !"
Well, beloved, we may not be showy Christians; but, if we are
secret disciples, God be praised. Our position may not be like those
who have to come to the forefront, and battle in hot conflict with foe
and fiend. Rather is it the position of suppliant sinner at mercy's
gate; yet one and all of the living family have to prove this, that" Saints live by faith, and not by sight;
Faith unseen things explores;
Trusts to a God of providence,
And His rich grace implores."

God give us grace to walk thus before the Lord, and to realize
more and more of faith's unseen things.
B~wtoTlron-T1"ent.
G. C.
JESU~ is the never-tiring theme.
It is He who is the precious stone,
which· prospereth whithersoever it turneth. Op the mount of high
communion Re is precious; in the valley of humiliation He is precious;
also unto you that believe He is precious. Faith is the Christ-receiving grace. By faith we apprehend Him, by faith know more and
more of His preciousness, by faith have felt the bel).efit of His blood
and righteousness, and by faith cast anchor on the Rock, when to
sense ::.nd feeling all is dark and stormy.-Bunyan.
2 E
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BURDENED SOULS','
GOD'S Word is the only Book that meets the wants of poor human
nature in all its requirements', It may be described as a Volume of
recipes for the sorrow;s, trials, and difficulties of the Lord's children,
It does not say that we must bear our afflictions as best we may.
It has nothing of the Stoic about it, but an 'amount of love and
consideration for its true and tried disciples in harmony with the
nature of Him who wept at· the grave ,of Lazarus, and over guilty
Jerusalem, when He foresaw the 'terrible judgments which its crim~s
had brought about.
Paul illustrates the heart of Christianity when he says., "Rejoice
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep." Christ's
religion is as superior to all other ones as gold is superior to clay.
" A glory gilds the sacred page,
Majestic like the sun;
It gives a light to every ageIt gives, but borrows none."

There is a very precious promise for burdened souls in Psalm Iv. 22-."Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain ,thee." May
God enable us to meditate for a few miriutes on this rich jewel.
We observe that this promise, like most· of 'God's promises, is
addressed to certain, characters, whom we have described in the heading of this article as "burdened souls." Our experience among our
fellow-creatures leads us to believe that these are a very numerous
class of persons.
Sure we are that all the Lord's children are burden-bearers, almost
as soon as they enter the Lord's family. Indeed, it is a family distinction, for God hath said, ,"I will leave in the midst of thee a poor
and an afflicted people"; and, further, that "whom the Lord loveth
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." Our
Lord told us that, if we would follow Him, we must take up our cross.
" Shall Simon bear the cross alone,
And all the rest go free 1
No; there's a cross for everyone,
And there's a. cross for me."

It is sad to think that worldly men have burdens to bear, and no
one to help them in bearing them. Sorrow, when it comes to the
ungodly, is truly grievous. We need not be surprised that they
so frequently resort to worse remedies than the disease. Noisy
pleasures, intemperance, which too frequently lead to insanity a~d
suicide, are the results of unsanctified afflictions. Men, in their uuregeneracy, never look the right way. They foll?w evil rather than good.
Even the saints must sing" Our time in sin we wasted,
And fed upon the wind;
Until His love we tasted,
No comfort could we find."
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Sin to a child of God is a sad burden. This is peculiar to God's
children. Not so to the warldling, who rolls sin as a sweet morsel
under his tongue; but to the Lord's little ones it is truly bitter.
They can cry out with dear JOHN NEWTON" With my burden I begin;
Lord, remove my load of sin! "

Some of the Lord's children have· such convictions of sin that they
are bowed down. They see not the silver lining of the cloud. They
doubt the Lord's forgiving love, and are at their wits' end.
" Ah! whither shall I fly 1
I hear the thunder roar;
The law proclaims destruction nigh,
And vengeance at the door."

Our subject teaches us what we are to do with our burdens-Cl Cast
thy burden upon the Lord." There are very few of our most intimate
friends who like to be troubled with our difficulties; there are fewer
who will, or can, help us out of them. Not so with our heavenly
Friend. He says to all His tried followers, "Cast thy burden on
Me." Roll it up, as it were, to the throne of grace. Take it to Him
in prayer and supplication. Was not this the way sorrowful Hannah
did ~ She did not cry aloud-only her lips moved-but she poured out
her heart before God, left her burden with Him, and He heard her
petition, granted her request, and so enabled her to go away rejoicing,
and sing that noble song which bears her name..
" To Jesus, then, your trouble bring,
Nor murmur at your lot;
While you are poor, and He is King,
You shall not be forgot."

There was no saint more tried than David. He went from pillar to
post, being hun~ed like a partridge on the mountains. This experience
brought him continually to "cast his burden upon the Lord," so that
he could say, "I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me
from all my fears."
"When mine enemies and my foes came to eat
up my flesh, they stumbled and fell." "This poor man cried, and the
Lord heard him, and delivered him from all his troubles."
When Hezekiah received that dreadful letter from' Sennacherib, he
simply took it, and spread it out before God in earnest supplication.
He went to the right Person-he rolled his burden on the Lord.
JOHN BUNYAN tells us that, as soon as Christian came to the cross
his burden fell off of itself. A sight of Christ is the only remedy
for the burden of sin. Oh, for faith to say with the poet"I can but perish if I go,
And I'm resolved to try,
For, if I stay away, I know
I must for ever die."

When our Lord told the man with the withered hand to stretch it
forth, he might have said, "Lord, it is impossible! How can I do it 1 "
But the Lord never asks His children to do anything for which He
has not provided the strength.

2 E 2
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Are these words -read by any of the Lord's people who are full of
trouble, sorrow, and difficulty 1 If so, take them _simply and humbly to
Him who said, when He was upon earth, "Oome unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I wiII give you rest." Oh, brethren,
what a privilege it is thus to do! How is it that we so seldom
avail ourselves of this great boon 1 If an earthly friend were to bid
us do this, should we not joyfully take advantage of it 1 Yet our
best Friend invites us, and we have not sufficient faith and love to
obey His divine will. Our faith is so weak, and we are so frequently, if not in Doubting Oastle, lingering at its porch, rather than" As a little child relies,
On a care beyond his own,
Knows he's neither strong nor wise;
Fears to stir a step alone;
Let me thus with Thee abide,
As my Father, Guard, and Guide."

Let us each say with Peter, "Lord, to whom shall we go 1 Thou hast
the words of eternal life." May the dear Saviour put His hand in at
the door, and open our hearts to receive Him, with all the blessings
He conies to give.
Let us now turn to the promise given-" Oast thy burden upon theLord, and He Ehall sustain thee." What a marvellous promise this is!
Who is it that hs made it 1 Not a creature, who may die before wereceive his help. Not a being who is limited as to his strength,
though, compared to other mortals, his power surpasses them. No;.
but the eternal God. - As WATTS beautifully sings" The voice that rolls the stars along
Spake all the promises."

Ah! brethren, we have it Rock to rest upon against which the ga~es
of hell are powerless. Should we not be encouraged to trust Him
who is Lord of all, both of the armies of heaven and the inhabitantsof the earth. and who is "able to do exceeding abundantly above all
we ask or think" 1
And, to inspire this confidence in Him, He has caused the Scri~
tures -to abound with recorded instances of the fulfilment of this:
promise, not always in a like manner, but always effectually and
graciously. Sometimes He does it by removing the burden cast upon
him, as in the case of Abraham, when told by the Lord that hewas about to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. Blood is thicker than
water, and, therefore, Abraham was deeply affected by the intelligen~e"
remembering that his nephew Lot was in that guilty city; and, ill
order to save him, how earnestly he pleaded with God! Well, theLord removed this burden, and Lot was saved, though Sodom and
Gomorrah were destroyed by fire.
When the great law-giver found himself, with the children o! Israel,
in that fearful condition of being pursued bv Pharaoh and hIS host,
while before him lay the Red Sea, what could he do with such a
burden 1 Why, he cried unto the Lord, and He replied, "Speak to·
the children of Israel, that they go forward," and, obeying His command,_
they went forward, and a way was made for them through the Red Sea.
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And Job, 'that tried saint, what a burden\ he had to bear! But,
though greatly tried, he was enabled to "cast his burden upon the Lord."
And what an amount of patience God gave him, so that he could say,
"Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him. All the days of my
appointed time will I wait, till my change come." God eventually
removed his burden, and Job became more prosperous in his latter
days than in his former ones.
. But this is not always God's plan, nor is the promise to this effect.
He does not· say, "Cast thy burden on Me, and I will remove it"; but,
"I will sustain thee." God acts wisely in all His providences, and
sometimes He deems it necessary to continue our burdens. So. when
Paul had that terrible "thorn in the flesh," he sought the Lerd thrice
-rolled his burden on Him-and was answered with these words,
"My grace is sufficient for thee, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness."
Yes, brethren, when He places burdens upon His children, and
thinks it not wise to remove them, we may be sure of sustaining
grace. He will give us strength to bear them. He will sustain us,
hold us up, and make us eventually able to say, with Paul, "I can
do all things, through Christ strengthening me." Thrice happy is it
for the child of God when he can say, with the Apostle, "Most gladly,
therefore, will I glory in mine infirmitie3, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me."
" Against me earth and hell combine,
But on my side is power divine;
Jesus is All, and He is mine."
It will be truly beneficial to us all to remember the burdens which
the apostles and others had to bear for Christ's sake. If they could
.say, "Our light affliction, which is but for a moment," how much lighter
{lurs must be!
Read, my brother, my sister, when cast down by reason of the
way, that grand chapter, the eleventh of the Hebrews, and see if
we do not feel ashamed of our complaining. "They were ston:Jd, they
were sawn asunder, 'were tempted, were slain with the sword.
They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute,
afflicted, and tormented (of whom the world was not worthy). They
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the
earth." Surely, by the side of these, "the lines have fallen to us in
pleasant places, and we have a ·goodly heritage."
. And above all, brethren, let us remember Jesus, who "endured
such contradiction of sinners," and who had to bear the load of sin
for us, and which burden was not removed as long as His human life
lasted. He alone can make us bear our burdens, and even to joy in
tribulation also.
" Let us sing, though fierce temptation
Threaten hard to bear us down;
For the Lord, our strong salvation,
Holds in view the conqueror's crown;
He that washed us with His blood
Soon will bring us home to God."
E. W,
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, Cl MORE
THAN CONQUERORS."
" We are more than conquerOrs through Him that loved us."ROMANS viii. 37.
MANY and varied are the similitudes used by the Holy Ghost to depict:
the characters, sUfferings, toils, and difficulties of God's Zion in these
"lower scenes of night." Sometimes they are described as mariners
tossed. to and fro on the waves of the tempestuous deep; at other
tiines they are described as travellers through a "waste, howling wilderness," "strangers and pilgrims" in this world of -sin and sorrow,
"looking for a better country, even an heavenly" '; and, again, they are
described as God's military-soldiers fighting ,their way through an:
enemy's land, who must" endure hardness" and suffer many things
for Christ's sake.
, Under this figure the Apostle Paul, by the Holy Ghost, speaks of
them in this very precious eighth chapter of his Epistle to the. Church
at Rome; yet how encouragingly he exclaims, "We are more than
conquerors th1'ough Him that loved us" !
,The living family of J ehovah know well what that means. " We
~restle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against,
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness [margin, ' wicked spirits'] in high places." Yes, the
soldiers of the cross of Christ do not parade themselves before the
world. They direct not their attacks against" flesh and blood," but
have to wrestle with and encounter many an enemy in the world of
spirits, and that ofttimes in high or heavenly places. In every age of
the Church's h~story the Lord's people have had this same experience,
and many a time have sighed, in dark despair, " I shall now perish one
day by the hand of Saul!" As they look around, they exclaim with
another hated and oppressed one, "We have no might against this
great company that cometh against us, neither know we what to do,
but our eyes are upon Thee." To what straits are these spiritual
warriors oft reduced! How desperate their condition! "Neither know
we what to do !" "But!" Here we see them reduced to a state of
perfect helplessness and weakness. They cannot come to their Deliverer
for relief. They can scarcely raise their feeble voices to ask for aid at
the hands of the Captain of their salvation. They can only look with
the eye of God-given confidence and expectancy to Him who has
promised ever to succour His fainting, languid, and all-but-perishing
children.
'
. Oh, Jesus, what unfailing love is Thine! How infinite are Thy compassions! How inexhaustible Thy power and grace! Our very souls
swell with gratitude and spiritual delight, as we realize the sweetness
of Thine own words, "Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this
great multitude: for the battle is not yours, 1>ut God's. Ye shall not
need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the
salvation of the Lord with you, 0 Judah and Jerusalem: fear not,
nor be dismayed; to-morrow go out against them: for the Lord will be
with you." And then, like Jehoshaphat of old, every fear is chased
away, and we can but bow our heads with the face to the ground andi .
worship the Lord.

,.
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.. Yes, the pilgrims of Zion find, to their sorrow, that every step of
their homewar:d march is disputed by spiritual enemies. Many a tried
and tempted one can look back to the time 'when he thought that a
season of rest and peace would come. He vainly imagined that the
lusts of the flesh would grow weaker-that the evils of hisheart.would
become so subdued, the world would so lose its power over him,
and that frequent exercise 'would enable him to manage more dex··
terously that wily foe whose attacks aTe so subtle and so serpent-like.
But how differently do things appear as he journeys on; and, while he
is brought to enjoy a strange, .mysterious peace in the, midst of the'
conflict, he finds that, instead of getting less' power, the enemies of his
soul seem to gain strength, and, instead of attackiug him singly, he has
to cry out, in bitterness of spirit and agony of soul, "Keep not Thou
silence, 0 God; hold not Thy peace, and be not still, 0 God. For,
10, Thine enemies make a tumult: .and they that hate Thee have
lifted up the head. They have taken crafty couUdel against Thy
people, and consulted against Thy hidden ones" (Psa. lxxxiii. 1-3).
They go not out on aimless warfare.' Oh, no! Satan has his councilchamber, where he consults with those in league with him as to the
best means of overthrowing the Lord's poor people, and destroying
His hidden ones. How many are his deeply-laid schemes! How
numerous are the stratagems of .Satan to overwhelm and put out
of existence the saints of the Most High! But, after all, his attacks
are levelled not so much against the people as at Him who is their
life! The Ohrist of God has ever been the Object of the devil's rage
and malignity.
In the person of the bloodthirsty Herod, he sought
Him when a "young Ohild" at Bethlehem. Through the scribes,
Pharisees, Sadducees, and others, he sought Him all through His life
upon earth. He sought Him when He hung on Oalvary's rugged
tree, and now he continues to vent his spleen and enmity against
Him in the person of His members.
Well, happy art thou, poor and needy soul, whoever thou art, in
whom a precious Ohrist is so revealed .as to raise the persecution,
opposition, and rage of the devil! "They ara confederate against
Thee!" says the Psalmist.
But, blessed be' God, all efforts have
been fruitless, and shall, to the end of time, be vain and profitless.
The devil and all his angels, with all aiders and abettors, shall be
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, and be tormented for ever
and ever; while a precious Ohrist, upon whose glorious vesture is
even now written in indelible characters, "King of kings and Lord
of lords," shall reign and rule in undisturbed security throughout the
never-ending ages of eternity. There shall His own elect he exalted
with Him. His bride, His blood-bought own, His often weary and
faint-hearted followers, who trembled before their innumerable foes,
shall be seated with Him on His throne of glory, victory, and majesty,
"more than conquerors" through their adorable Lord and Husband,
for ever singing praises to His name who helped them in their low
estate, and brought them safely to His home.
Oh, no, beloved, the enemies of our soul go not out as military
adventurers, but every attack is well ordered and studied. They are
"many and mighty," "lively and strong." They" seek after our life,
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and lay snares," "imagine. deceits, and speak mischievous things."
They "lie in wait," and lurk in' secret places, causing us to cry out
again and 'again, "Deliver me from mine enemies, 0 my God;
defet;ld me from those that rise up against me" (Psa. Iix. 1). " My
soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth'peace ; I am for peace; but
when I speak, they are for war" (Psa. cxx. 6, 7).
But all this is for the destruction of self-confidence, and the poor
tried one is brought to confess its own weakness .to its all-powerful
Friend in language such as this-'" Lord, how are they increased that
trouble me! Many there be that rise up against me; many there be
which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. But Thou,
o Lord, art a shield for me; my glory and the Lifter-up of my head.'
Yes, Lord, they are increased, when I hoped, and prayed, and trusted
that they would decrease. They continually I1se up, though I long
with intense desire that they may be kept down and subdued. 'I am
oppressed; undertake for me! ' "
Here we are reminded of a marvellous truth recorded in the fourth
chapter of the Book of Nehemiah, in connection with the building of the
wall of Jerusalem. The land was overrun with foreigners, adversaries,
and those who desired to hinder the work of the Lord. These, like the
opposers of God's spiritual Israel, took not into consideration that the
Lord was on their side, and argued, "What do these feeble Jews ~ Will
they fortify themselves ~ They shall not know, neither see, till we
come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work
to cease." Blessed be God, they were altogether wrong in their carnal reckoning! Nehemiah, conscious that J ehovah was with him to
fight his battles and secure the victory, gives direction to his little
band of followers. He says, "It came to pass from that time forth
that the half of my servants wrought in the work, and the other half
of them held both the spears, the shields, and the bows, and the
habergeons; and the rulers were behind all the house of J udah. They
,vhich builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that
laded, everyone with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with
the other hand held a weapon. For the builders, everyone had his
sword girded by his side, and so builded."
Here is the truth to which we alluded above, dear fellow-pilgrim.
Everyone, builders and all, were prepared for warfare. It is a fact
patent in the heart's experience of each member of the mystical body
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Whatever their occupation,
whatever their position in the family of grace, opposition, conflict, and
strife mnst and. will be theirs. Every step will be contested, every
gracious' promise will be questioned; but, blessed be the name of our
covenant God, no weapon formed against His own .shall prosper, and
every tongue rising against them in judgment, their gracious Advocate
will utterly condemn, as the sigh goes up, "Arise, 0 Lord, in Thine
anger; lift up Thyself, because of the rage of mine enemies: and
awake for me to the judgment that Thou hast commanded" (Psa.
vii. 6). "Gird Thy sword upon Thy thigh, 0 Most Mighty, with
Thy glory and Thy majesty" (Psa. xlv. 3). "Awake to help me,
and behold" (Psa. lix. 4).
. Oh, how precious it·is to know that " the Lord is a Man of War; the
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Lord is His name"! And He will put His hook into the nose and
His bridle into the lips of every blaspheming Assyrian who vaunts
himself against His trembling Israel; and, sooner or later, these -'shall
exclaim, "I will be glad and rejoice in Thee. I will sing praise to
Thy name, 0 Thou Most High. When mine enemies are turned back,
they shall fall and perish at -Thy presence: for Thou maintainest my
right and my cause; Thou satest in the throne judging right."
Oh, yes, poor distressed travellers through this vale of tears, ye who
are so often full of fears, is it not sweet indeed to know that "the
Lord will be a Refuge for the oppressed, a Refuge in times of trouble" ~
See! "For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy,
now will I arise, saith the Lord. I will set him in safety from him that
puffeth at him," or, "from him that would ensnare him" (margin).
Your very cry of weakness and want will cause Him to start from His
throne, as a mother hastens to her feeble babe. "I will up, saith the
Lord" ; as though He would say, "Hinder Me not. I must rescue My
darling from the power of the dog." Yes, He will, verily He will, stand
up for your help. He cannot fail nor forsake His own, however much
they may have provokfld Him so to do) He cannot cast off His
people "faT all that they lUhve done" (Jer. xxxi. 37).
With such a precious hope as this, the poor troubled one may well
commit himself unto the Lord, knowing that He is the "Helper of the
friendless." Again and again He has proved Himself to be such in the
heart's experience of His own. Though the poor, faint-hearted, weeping Prophet sighs in his low estate, "Mine enemies chased me sore
like a bird. They have cut off my life in the dungeon, and cast a
stone upon me," he is brought to acknowledge, "0 Lord, Thou hast
pleaded the causes of my soul; Thou hast redeemed my life." Though
he cries concerning his enemies, "They hunt our steps that we cannot
go in our streets; our end is near, our days are fulfilled, for our end
is come. Our persecutors are swifter than the eagles of heaven: they
pursued us upon the mountains, they laid wait for us in the wilderness," yet he was bound to confess, "But the Lord is with me as a
mighty, terrible One: therefore my persecutors shall stumblA, and they
shall not prevail; they shall be greatly ashamed, for they shall not
prosper. Their everlasting confusion shall never be forgotten"; while
he prays, in every subsequent attack, "0 Lord of Hosts, that triest
the righteous, and seest the reins and the heart, let -me see Thy vengeance on them, for unto Thee have I opened my cause."
The - Lord's dear people often question why they should be so
tormented and harassed by the way:'-'why their Father and Friend'
should not have appointed a smoother path and less difficult ascent
to His heavenly home. But, when brought to a right understanding of
His mind and will, they are found expressing themselves thus-" 0
Lord, by these things -men live; and in all these things is the life of
rny spirit."
"'Tis the right way, though dark and rough;
Mysterious, yet 'tis plain enough;
And we. when faith is changed to sight,
Shall know the ways of God were right."

Yes, they are brought to understand somewhat" of this mystery, as
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they hear their gracious Advocate pleading on their behalf, "Slay them
not, lest My peuple forget." Here is the secret of all these painful
and dark dispensations. As with Israel of old, the Canaanite was left
in the land "to harass, perplex, and dismay," so with the Lord's
people now. He knows how soon they would forget His power, glory,
and the mightiness of His hand. He knows how soon they would
imagine that they got the land in possession by their own arm. He
~ll'ows that, without this constant exercise and continual conflict, they
would entirely forget their need of a Saviour. Such is the deceitfulnE)ss
and forgetfulness of the human heart that, were it not for felt weakne~s
~ach day and hour we live, we should soon be exalted above measure,
and glory in ourselves. Hence our precious Intercessor cries, "Slay
them not; scatter them by Thy power, and bring them down, 0 Lord
our Shield."· Scattered and brought down they shall be ; but, to the end
of our earthly career, they shall be encountered, just to qring us into·
those spots where our gracious Deliverer and Defender shall come to the
rescue,. and reveal His own power; pity, and peace. "In all these
things," saith the Apostle, "we are more than conquerors."
( ro be continued.)

GRIEVING THE SPIRIT.
"G1·ieve not the HolJl Spi1'it of Gocl."-EpHESIANS iv. 30.
I,N every age, those particular truths which have been most resisted and.
despised by the world have occupied the most prominent place in the
witness-bearing of the. true Church of Christ. It is almost a necessity
that it should be so; nevertheless, in contending earnestly for that
portion of the faith once delivered unto the saint,s which happens to
be most assaulted at the time, there is a manifest danger of neglecting
other portions which may be intrinsically of equal importance. Now, it is
with the view of attempting to rescue it trom the neglect into which
it has unmistakably fallen, that the writer desires to pen a few words
about the important practical and experimental precept-" Grieve not
the Holy Spirit of God."
It may be well to note that there is a vast difference between legal
exhortations and Gospel precepts. The former are accompanied with
t.hreats in case of failure, and, therefore, present feaT as the motive
which prompts to obedience; implying, too, a promised reward for the
s.ame. The latter contain no threats. Love is the motive appealed to,
and the idea of reward never enters into the question at all.
It is evident that Gospel precepts may be handled in a legal way.
This is not rightly dividing the Word of truth, and perverts their very
Qbject. But the fact. that some misrepresent the truth is no reason
why we should ignore it. More than once does the Apostle distinctly
enforce the precept above recorded. Indeed, rightly viewed, all the
other precepts are but the application of this.
We will, in the first place, describe the violation of the precept,
showing what it is to "grieve the Spirit of God"; secondly, consider the
consequences of so doing; and, thirdly, notice the exhortation so
emphatically enforced.
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1. 'The violation of the precept, "Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God.".:.!...
Evidently the injunction can only apply to those who' are possessors of
the Spirit. One of the surest evidencfls of the indwellin~ of God's'
Spirit is His leading the soul to stand in awe of the Word; and,
inasmuch as the precepts of the Gospel shine forth with refulgent rays..
showing us what manner of persons we ought to be, the genuine Christian.
will come to the light with a sincere desire to be shown any evil way.
He will not dare to shun the light on account of his imperfections.
Those who ignore any part of God's revealed will must be wrong;;
those who reverence it must be right. We speak of, and to, the living in
Jerusalem. Only those who have the Spirit can grieve Him. Those at·
Ephesus, to whom the exhortation was addressed, were true believers.
. Speaking generally, we may remark, it is sin which grieves the Holy
Ghost; and, proceeding to particular cases, we shall endeavour to show,
first, how seeke1'S violate the precept; and then, how established Christians
may do the same thing.
Many who are seeking their way to Zion "grieve the Spirit" through
ignorance, especially when they hastily and wrongly deny His operations.
How very common a thing it is for the "little ones" to allow theirfears to obscure the plainest facts! Because all is sometimes called in"
question, they will deny all. It cannot be pleasing to the holy and
ever-blessei Spirit for those whom He is teaching and leading to denywhat He has done, and is doing, for them. Let seeking souls take heed
to our text.
Again, the Spirit will be grieved when there is a striving to do His
work. This is an important matter. There are many things which
only the Spirit of God can do, that those in the early stages of experience
are very apt to try to do for themselves. He alone can subdue the·
rebellious will, soften the hard heart, or meeken the proud spirit. A
mourning over these and kindred evils is sometimes accompanied by an
attempt to accomplish their removal in one's own strength. This cannot,..
and does not, suc~eed" No help in self I find,
Though long I've sought it well."

True spiritual wisdom is seen in submitting to His control who alone··
can work-save from the inward evils, the existence of which the soul
deplores.
Another violation of the precept is, in a giving way to carnal reason..
Carnality is opposed to spirituality, and reason is contrary to faith.
Then, when "little children" begin to reason in a carnal way about.·
their state, and God's dealings with them, there is plain" grieving the'
Holy Spirit of God."
.
We would here observe that the Lord has not committed all judgment.
into the hands of seekers, although it might really be thought He had,.
by the dogmatic manner in which some babes in grace pronouncesentence against themslllves. The immortal coal-heaver (WILLlilL
HUNTINGToN) is somewhat severe on this kind of thing. Undoubtedly,
the practice is wrong, because by it God's children are sometimes led,
to say a great deal more against themselves than they know to be true.
Moreover, the Spirit is grieved when there is a going contrary t()o
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,His ·secret checks. How many unstable souls-how many halting Ohris,tians-how many Doubting Uastle prisoners-there are who got into
·their present state, and keep in it, by thtbS grieving the Oomforter!
We must not unduly lengthen our observations, and will very briefly
.notice the case of established Ohristians who violate the precept we are
··considering, by sins both of omission and commission. We fear there
is much grieving the Spirit in the day in which we live in both respects.
The writer pleads guilty, and is thankful for the cleansing blood;
'which, however, when applied, makes sin more heinous than ever to
;-the believer's softened, humbled heart. The petty contentions, the
•striving for the pre-eminence, which exist, must be displeasing to the
Spirit, whose own chosen symbol is the peaceful dove.
Moreover, how much putting of temporal things before eternal there
is! How little carrying out of the Saviour's direction to His disciples
· -" Seek ye first the kingdom of God"! 'Vhat carelessness of walk and
talk!
What selfishness! What carnal-mindcdness! What pride!
'What murmuring, rebellion, and repining there are in the camp of the
true Israel of God! Finally, how much discouragement do faithful
ipreachers of the Gospel meet with, even from those who should esteem
it their highest privilege to help to hold .up the hands of those who
.-stand in the forefront of the battle! These are some of the sins of
.,commission.
On the other hand, Ohristians are very apt to omit doing many
things which they ought to do. Thus we find a sadly prevailing neglect
·of the Word; and too frequently no family altar exists, even in the
households of those who truly fear God. It is a sore grief that there
is also an almost general neglect of that watchfulness which is so often
-enjoined in the Scriptures of truth. 'Ve fear we must add that a most
· deplorable neglect of the means of grace is frequently exhibited by
persons who ought to be examples to others. These few hints must
.suffice on this part of the subject.
Proceed we now to notice2. The consequences of thU$ grieving the Spirit.-One main result of the
violation of the precept is that, when the Holy Spirit is grieved, He
withdraws Himself, and does not soon return. The experience of saints
·>in all ages has been that it is very casy to sin comfort away, but it is
·often a long, long while before it is regained. The withholding of the
£ensible influences of the Comforter is accompanied by many evils, which
-cause the deserted, but not forsaken, soul to mourn bitterly. At such
a season, confusion fills the mind. Our God is a God of order, and
,-in His light we see light, beholding the Lord bringing good out of evil.
But, when the ·light is hidden, all His dealings appear confusion, and
there is no making out the why or the wherefore of anything. Faith's
-o€ye is dim, and the light without which the eye cannot see is
obscured by sin. When iniquity prevails in any measure, all things
.
.-seem in disorder.
Again, the Holy Ghost is the "Spirit of wisdom" j therefore, when
withdrawn, folly and ignorance .rule and reign in the soul j and very
.:sad and grievous are the mistakes into which such an one may fall.
It is only as wisdom is given that we can truly know either ourselves
~r the Lord. Without this kilOwledge, there is no keeping straight.
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Even when once acquired, there is a lapsing into forgetfulness immediately the Remembrancer ceases (for a time) His gracious ope~ation8.
Now, Gospel liberty is alone enjoyed through the Spirit of libtlrty,
therefore legal bondage ensues when He is grieved. The singular'
result is that, in most cases, there is immediately a setting to work,_
with a view to merit a return of the happy days of Gospel liberty
once enjoyed. The more working there is f01' liberty, the greater the-misery of the bondage, Fruitless toil is followed by wretched rebellion, and the cause' sometimes remains unperceived for years.
Furthermore, the continual supply of the Spirit of grace alone keeps
the heart soft; hence, if that supply be withheld, hardness enters in
and increases. A hard heart is a fruitful sourcp- of wretchedness t()
the Christian, and it is the parent of many evils, such as rebellion,
self-pity, want of love to the saints, and looseness of life and walk.
The fruit of the Spirit is peace, which is only realized as He
imparts it. When the Comforter that should relieve our soul is.
absent, disquieting doubts and fears fill the mind with sore distress.
Well may such an one sigh and sing"Return, 0 Holy Dove, return t
Sweet Messenger of rest!
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn,
And drove Thee from my breast."

Seeing, then, that the consequences of grieving the Spirit are sa-·
painful and distressing, there is much wisdom in giving earnest·
heed to3. The exh01'tation so emphatically enforced.-The tender conscience
of the real child of God is made willing to submit to the power of
the Word; and, when godly fear and sincerity are in exercise, there isa humble falling under it, with the acknowledgment of shortcoming
in this, as in all other respects, accompanied bya feeling sense of
the need of divine help and strength. The soul that stands in awe
of God's Word will not ignore the precepts because of his failure'
and want of power 'to yield due obedience thereto. He remembers
that the Giver of the precepts can (and does to those who humbly seek
it) give strength to walk in the way He directs. The Word sweetly
declares, "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit'"
(Gal. v. 25). This blessed walking is maintained by the continual
power of the Holy Ghost exerted in keeping His saints at the throne
of grace, which He does by teaching them their needs, and leading
them to the Lord Jesus for the supply of those needs. He is the
Spirit of grace and supplications; and to walk in this path is to "walk
in the Spirit," in which thing He is not grieved.
It never grieves the Spirit when a poor sinner repents of sin, and'
seeks for salvation from sin. It is His own WOl'k. Neither does it
grieve the blessed Spirit of God where there is the manifestation of
a real, fervent love to the Lord, and to all His dear people, for thia.
also is a fruit of His own producing-the chiefest and most precious
of all.
.
. We learn that a humble, broken, contrite heart IS likewise well:"
pleasing to God, because "'tis His Spirit's doing."
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Hearken, then, dear reader, to the divine precept-" Grieve not
,the Holy Spirit of God." From what has been written, it is evident
>that those who would seek to walk in accordance with it will
··e,xperience a daily need of the supply of the Spirit of grace and
,truth. The felt need of divine aid leads to a seeking and waiting
'upon God for it; and it is a blessed truth that, in answer to the
-cries of His people, the Lord does bestow sufficient grace and daily
,strength, through which they "can do all things."

E. C.

Leicester.
THE SO-CALLED FAITH-HEALING.

proceedings of the International Faith-Healing Conference, which
Ihas been holding its meetings this week, were brought to a climax on
Wednesday by a service in the Agricultural Hall, at which about two
:hundred and fifty" sick " people were solemnly anointed-the ceremony
being accompanied with the laying on of hands and prayer-in the
Ipresence o('morethan two thousand spectators. Similar anointing may
·be witnessed every week in more than one locality in and near London,
but nothing on so large a scale has hitherto taken place that I am
aware of. I was present on the occasion referred to, and came away
,thinking of those solemn words, "For there shall arise false prophets,
and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall' deceive the very elect." -City Press, Wednesday,
June 10th.
[Well indeed might the writer of the foregoing leave the Hall
with such impressions. We verily believe these so-called healings to
be among the many delusions which were to be among the signs of
.the last days.-ED.]
'THE

"COME AND WELCOME. I,
(MA'ITHEW

xi. 28.)

[A few lines from the overflowings of a heart that burneth within while
He speaketh by the way, sent to cheer the same spirit within one whose
loving-kindness hath cheered the writer.-Ephesians iv. 32.]

THERE is a precious Book indeedA Book beyond compare;
-For hungry souls that feel their need,
The covenant secret's there.

Come ye that labour in your soul
Beneath the load of sin;
Come, and He will make you whole,
And give you rest within.

Come, let us, then, its pages seek;
, This hidden treasure find;
'Twill strengthen us when we are weak,
And feed our heart and mind.

Come all who have the heat'ing ea,r;
Come all with seeing eyes;
Come all who hold the Lord in fear j
'Tis written, they are wise.

,Come ye diseased of every kind;
The Saviour bids you come;
The lost, the maimed, the halt, the
blind,
The sick, the deaf, the dumb.

" The Spirit and the bride say,
Come,"
To "whosoever will" .
Let all who read re-ech~, "Come! "
His mercy floweth still.
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A CHEERING TESTIMONY,
A READER of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for nearly ten years has often
mentioned in conversation how deeply she was indebted to Dr. DOUDNEY,
an,d other writers in this periodical, for. comfort and instruction in
-spiritual and eternal things.
. . In early life she attended a large and well-conducted Sunday School
ill the neighbourhood; but, forming unwise companionships, she left
the school, and lost the influences connected with that institution
while still young. Even now, after the lapse of many years, she recalls
.the lessons and advice giv(3n there,.with various unheeded cautions,
such as, "Sow:i~g to the wind will be followed by reaping the
whirlwind"; '~_Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap."
Attaining th.~. age of maturity; she entered the married state. Trials
of many kinds awaited her. -In addition to the cares of earth, she
became exceedingly an.xious regarding her eternal interests. For fifteen
sears she was in deep soul~.trouble and in conflict with the .world. A
realized sense of sin crushed her spirits. For her· there appeared no
remedy. All seemed dark ,before 'her. At this time, she knew not
that
" The path of sorrow, and that- path alone,
Leads to th,e land :~h,~.re sorrow is unknown."
- - 'fhis period of sorrow of soul commenced when she had lost a dear
child by the hand of death. On the Sunday following the -funeral, she
went to church, and the sermon made a deep impression upon her. A
neighbour inquired how she had liked the sermon ~ She made no
reply. Her husband remarked, it had had such an effect upon her that
she was unable to serve the dinner. Gloomy ,fears harassed her.
Despondency, approaching despair, took possession of her mind. Hebrews
vi. 4--6, distressed her .-sorely. Renewing and repentance appeared
-impossible... No gleam .of -<hope could she find. She remembered the
'Philippian jailor, exclaiming, "What must I do to be saved ~" but she
'found no minister to point her to the Lord Jesus as the One who
"hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; who was wounded
for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement
of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed."
Like many others in the pangs of conviction, she began to make
resolutions to be better, and attain to some fancied goodness-some
righteousness of her own-rather than the righ~eousness provided in
the Gospel of the grace of God. How fruitless her efforts! .Hertoilsome labours only ended in failure and disappointment. Well. might
she say, "I grew worse instead of better." She thought there' waS no
heaven for her. Som-e of her friends were afraid her mind was'affecte~;'
her distress was so very great.
In the· midst of personal anxiety, she became deeply interested in'
regard to the eternal welfare of her children. She felt she;;·~as lost;
but, as far as she was able, she would endeavour to obtain'· :salvation
for her offspring, by taking them regularly to Sunday.G,ScB.ool. and
church.
Sad, melancholy, and full of trouble, she went to the sea-side for
o·

:
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change of air and scenery. Passing along the street, she stopped to>
look through a sho'l> window at some works of art. In the marvellous.
arrangements of Israel's God, there was standing by her side-although
for the moment unknown to each ether-a Sunday School teacher of
much spiritual experience belonging to the school of her own youthful
years. Without recognition on either side, the teacher incidentally
said, "It is not to tell what the Lord J ehovah can put into the
hearts of men to make." The voice sounded familiar to the troubled;
one, and the words" the Lord Jehovah " brought back again the
Sabbath as~ociations of by-gone years. " Ah !" she said, "we do not
hear now the name of the Lord J ehovah ,as we used to hear ourteachers bring it before us." To her it sounded as the proper title of
the great I AM. The sorrowing one inquired of the elder, "Did you,
ever go to such a Sunday School ~ " The answer was given in the
affirmative. They were friends at once. For five hours continuously
the two conversed together on soul matters. The elder one had
travelled on the same path. She told the anxious one, "Ah ! bless you,
woman, you are going on right! You want the GOSPEL MAGAZINE!
Do not be disheartened!"
Wonder -filled her' mind as to what the GOSPEL MAGAZINE could be.
A kindly offer to lend some copies was gladly accepted. Well might,
the tried one say, "It was t,he Lord that sent this friend [mentioning
her name] to me." Like Abraham, she arose early, and ,vent to the
house of her friend. Procuring four copies, she returned home. Opening one, she joyfully read"Though dark be my way, since He is my Guide,
'Tis mine to obey, 'tie His to provide;
Though cisterns be broken, and creatures all fail,
The word He has spoken shall surely preva.il. "
This was a word of power. She confirmed the truth of this verse,
and said, "It came on purpose. The Lord knew all about it," meaning her position and her needs. The fetters were broken. The prisonerwas free. Peace filled her heart. The dark and long night of weeping
had passed away, and joy came on that happy mornin~. She had often
cried under a sense of sin, but now she wept for joy that Jehovah-Jesus
had endured the cross for her, and paid the penalty of her. guilt. Oh,
how sweetly did sbe realize that "redemption through His blood, even
the forgiveness of sins," was entirely the rich gift of Kingly grace and
everlasting love!
Over and over again were those four GOSPEL MAGAZINES read to
her soul's profit. She sung gladly at her work the praises of her
adorable Redeemer for the manifestation of such boundless mercy to,
one so utterly unworthy. David's language, in the first five verses of
the l03rd Psalm, beautifully expresses the feelings of her soul at this
period-" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that is within me, bless
His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His
benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth
thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies; whJ satisfieth thy m')uth
with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's."
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During the time of her spiritual. bondage, she .entered into conversation with many persons, including ministers and school-masters,
but she found no one that understood her case until she met with the
Sunday School teacher who told her of 'the GOSPEL MAGAZ~NE, and its
suitability to her state. Whenever opportunity presented itself, she
would wend her way up a steep hill to her friend's house, so that the
two might converse together respecting the good things provi1led by
the King, and "sit down under His shadow with great delight, and
find His fruit sweet to their taste." It was truly the communion of
saints.
In these days of great declension from the simplicity of the Gospel
of Christ, it is refreshing to hear of a faithful witness displaying the
banner of the truth, and experimentally unfold the mysteries of "the
kingdom which cannot be moved," showing the pathway in which the
Lord leads the soul-through losses and crosses, trials and tribulations,
pains and privations, sorrows and joys, comforts and consolations-that
its affections may be weaned from the vain things of earth, and set
upon the loving Jesus who is at once the Author, Maintainer, and the
Finisher of faith, "who, for the joy that was set before Him, endured
the cross, despising tlle shame, and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God."
The first free grace minister she heard was the beloved and
revered Dr. HEWLETT. She well remembers a sermon, preached several
years ago, in which he described so Scripturally and so clearly, three
marks which indica.te and belong to the Lord's people. "They are
marked," said he, "first, in the ear; secondly, in the hand j and thirdly,
in the foot." "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they
follow Me."
Since He whose mission to this lower world was to "preach deliver·
ance to the captives," liberated her from thraldom, and brought her
into joyful liberty, the Bible became a totally different Book. Old
things did indeed pass away. She read with avidity and delight of the
wendrous care God always had towards the objects of His love, and
felt that He had fully exercised the same towards her in the dark days
of her unregeneracy-how He had followed every step of her life, year
by year and day by day, until He brought her rejoicing into His
"banqueting house, and His banner over her was love."
Next to the Book of books, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is a source of continual refreshment even now. Month by month she waits in expectancy
for the spiritual food provided therein. Although she cannot find in what
is called the "appointed means" the food her soul longs for, she waits
upon the Lord in public for His blessing. As the local ministry lacks
spirituality to her, she feeds aside with the "Chief Shepherd." Sometimes the Lord sends one of His faithful messengers to this neighbourhood with the Word of peace, and then she listens with qelight, her
ears being nailed to the door-post.
A few months ago, it was her happy privilege to hear the Rev.
J. ORMISTON, Rector of St. Mary-Ie-port, Bristol, who has occasionally
spoken in this district in His Master's name with heavenly power,
dew, and unction. He has been the honoured instrument of breaking
the bread of life to some poor hungry souls, and of ministering con2 F
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solation to hearts bowed down with a sense of sinfulness. This was
a time of much soul-refreshing to her. She had been earnestly longing
for the day to come. A rather long walk lay before her, but she was
in good time, reaching the church an hour before service. Dear Mr.
ORlIUSTON was enabled to speak so sweetly and so blessedly that the
time to conclude came, and startled our friend, as she thought he had
only just begun. Oh, how richly did she enjoy the presence of
Jehovah-Jesus! How unspeakably precious He was in His Person.; how
perfect in His official character; how great in His condescension; how
glorious in His coming kingdom! Yea, He is, and must be for ever
and for ever, "altogether lovely."
" If such the views which grace unfolds,

Weak as it is below,
What raptures must the Church above,
In J esu's presence know!"
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THE late Miss MoNOR, to whom the annexed letter refers, will possibly
be remembered by many of our readers as having' contributed, some
years ago, sundry articles in this Magazine, in reference to a beloved
If we mistake not, her last
young disciple, the late Mr. LANE.
epistle to us was in reference to the dear friend who furnishes us with
the following particulars as to her removal. How little did she
imagine that he about whose illness she felt so deeply would outlive
her, and bear testimony to her living and dying experience! How
forcibly do these facts remind us of how little we know of what is
before us:To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-My dear friend, Miss MONOR, left here about
four months ago for Hastings, where she died; The air here was too
searching for her state of health. For some time past she was too
weak to write to me, as I was to her. I have heard but little of
her death. For some time she was too weak to speak, and gradually
passed away, I am informed, in this condition. I should like to
know more; but do not know how to reach it, and regret I do not
know sufficiently the details of her life to write a notice of her
depart\lre. .
She was a richly-gifted and deeply-taught Christian, and her volume
of poems are equal' on' the plane of the supernatural and beautiful
simplicity of style to anything in our language.
When here, though possessed of a full, rich experience and assurance of
her interest in Christ, she so complained of felt death (a deal of it, I
believe, physical), alid lived full of divine longings for more conscious love
and richer enjoyments of His presence, words, and beauty. Her heart
was sick often of love, and, just before she died, she wr{)te and published
the enclosed, descriptive, I believe, of her own experience, and sent· me
the enclosed just' before her departure; and in this blessed condition I
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believe her Lord came and lifted her to her long-sought home, the
bosom. of His presence and up.changing love.
r can hardly believe she is gone, and shall miss her sweet fellowship
and love. But oh, how sweet the thought that her work is done, and
that through "tlle fire" she has now reached the presence of the King,
and the longing bride is now folded for ever in the arms of the true
Bridegroom!
May the beamings of His beauty and love cheer us by the way,
till, with our sister, we see His face, and cast with joy ~lUr crowns at
His feet, prays, dear brother,
Yours in Him,
Brighton, June 1st, 1885.
W. POOLE BALFERN.
THE HEART'S DESIRE.
OH, draw aside the veil
And let new beauties rise,
Constraining all my soul with
That hides Thy beauties from my
longing sight!
tender power.
Earth's glories then shall pale,
Oh, show Thyself to me!
As pale the stars before the mornReveal, by sweet degrees, Thy
ing light.
wondrous love,
Oh, show Thyself to me!
Until made strong to see
Then shall the clinging tendrils of
Thy full-orbed glory· in the realms
above.
my heart
.
Entwine themselves round Thee,
And find it easy from all else to part.
* * * *
Are these thy longings, weary,
Oh, show Thyself to me!
doubting heart?
Not in full glory, like the noonday
Then joy to know that thou art
glow,
God's own child;
But calmly, tenderly,
By nature" enmity," and far apart;
As falls the morn's soft light on
In Christ brought nigh, and fully
all below.
reconciled.
Oh, show Thyself to me!
The hungering, thirsting soul the
Thy glories shrouded in a veil of
Ll)rd hath blest.
love;
How could He bless where sin is
And· say, yes, e'en to me,
unforgiven ?
"How fair and pleasant art thou,
Thy thirst His pledge of love-then
o My dove!"
on Him rest;
His beauty thine; in Him made
To faith's anointed eyes
meet for heaven.
Grow brighter, sweeter, clearer,
M. J. MONCK.
every hour;

Our esteemed correspondent (Mr. BALFERN) speaks of "the physical,"in regard to the sadness and depression of the departed sister in the
faith. Need we, however, remind him that" the physical" is quite as
much beyond the power of the poor tried and afflicted one to manlLge,
n.s any other malady or form of suffering? There is not a doubt but
tha~ the same remark with respect to "the physical" may be made
in regard to thousands of the Lord's dear children. It does not,
however, any the less disprove the fact that all is under the direct~on
and control of the Lord Himself, who, in I;Iis own· wonder-working.
way, renders all subservient to His own wise llind loving purposes,.
which must, in the sequel, redound to His own glory, and ratify the
2 F 2

---------------------_.--

436

The Gospel M agazilte.

precious fact, as expressed by the Apostle, " We know that all things
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to His purpose."
IN LOVING MEMORY OF MISS MARIA. J. MONCK,
WHO ENTERED INTO LIFE AT HASTINGS, MAY 13TH, 1885, AGED 58 years.
THE cear sister departed in the faith of God's elecr, having been
delivered from free-will delusions by God the Holy Spirit shining on the
precious words; "He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied."
FROM early youth she knew the
All whom the Father gave to Him
Lord;
Are washed and saved from all their
She loved and reverenced His Word;
sin.
But it was long ere she could see
Yes, yes; I see 'tis even so,
The great salvation full and free!
His mission finished here below!
Free-will had dimmed her inner
And resting on that work camplete,
sight;
With joy my Jesus I shall meet."
Scarce could she bear unclouded In death's dark valley she has found
His everlasting arms around.
light.
At length, the Spirit taught her all"I see Him not, but feel His hand
Our nature lost by Adam's fall.
Is leading to the happy land,"
"Of His soul's travail," now she She said, and fell on that last sleep
. " From which none ever wake to
cried,
" He'll see, and will be satisfied.
weep."
Whitby, June &nl, 1885.
M. L. SYKEs.

THE PROMISED "I AM WITH THEE" STILL HOLDING
GOOD IN THE JORDAN.
'WHILST presenting the precious" Hospital Notes" to our readers in the
May Number, we felt personally a great wish for particulars of the end.
These have now come to hand. Most precious they are. We gladly,
therefore, call our readers' attention to them, with the hope that they
will prove as sweet and savoury to them as they have to ourselves.
Oh, how it rejoices us to be permitted and privileged to be in the
leastwise instrumental in bringing such precious proofs of divine faithfulness and all-sufficiency before both the Ohurch and the world, in such
times as the present! Whatever men may say to the contrary, our
God is-and ever will be-true to His word, "My grace is sufficient
for thee j My strength is made perfect in weakness."
Blessed-for
ever blessed-be His great and holy name.
Here, then, dear reader, are the particulars of the closing scene in
:<regard to this beloved young disciple, followed by her mourning card :(See May NU/Mm', page 285.)

After that last letter, my darling sank rapidly. She was very
<much troubled when first she knew that there was little hope of
her recovery, her one desire being to come home, and I could not
-comfort her. I could _only point her to Jesus, and remind her of His
-own loving words, "I will not leave you comfortless j I will come to
you." Just then, the nurses came to attend to her, and I left her for
a while.
When I went back and asked, "Do you feel better now,
dearie 7" she said, "Yes, mother j Jesus has brought the comfort," and
,she never looked to her earthly home again.
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When I left her that night, she said, "Don't you and auntie troubl~
about me too much. I am not going to worry. Jesus is with me,
and Jesus knows best."
I was able to be with her during the day, the short time that was
left; and nearly all her talk was about her "beautiful home," and how
many she knew who were. there, wondering if her grandma would be
surprised to see her so soon, and if her dear father would know her
when he saw her. But soon it was Jesus only. "I shall know Jesus,
mother. Dear Jesus! It will not be strange there, if I knew no one
besides."
One day, I had been reading the twenty-third Psalm. She said,
" No; I'm not afraid to die, mother. Jesus knows how weak and tired
I am, so He'll take me up in His arms, and carry me over. Then
He'll say, 'Welcome home!' and the angels will be so glad."
To a lady coming in with flowers, she said, "I shall soon be where
the flowers never wither, and I shall be so glad to go; I am so tired."
On Friday, August 1st, she was a little revived, and quite disappointed,
but supposed that" Jesus was not quite ready for her." She slept a
good deal; the weakness was so great. She had not been able to move
for four weeks, except just her hands, and turn her head a little.
When I left her on Sunrlay night, she sent her last message home"Give my love to auntie, and tell her I'm safe! I'm safe!"
Next morning, her first words were, "Mother, I'm dying!" She was
not able to say much, but quite conscious, and understood when I spoke
to her of the "beautiful home" she would so soon enter. Then came
the last "Good-bye, oJf mother!" Soon after, with difficulty, '" Come,
Lord Jesus, come quickly!' Take me now! I'm quite ready!" and, a
few minutes after, she passed quietly away. Jesus had taken her to
be with Himself for ever.
She suffered greatly, but "the eternal God was her Eefuge, and
underneath were the everlasting arms."
L"

LOVING MEMORY OF

ELIZABETH

OARPENTER,

WHO PEACEFULLY FELL ASLEEP IN JESUS, AUGUST 4TH, 1884,
AGED

19

YEARS.

"And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pai.n; for the former things are passed away."
"The eternal God is- thy Refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms."
" I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'Come unto Me and rest;
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down
'£hy head upon My breast.'

" I came to Jesus as I was,
"Yeary, and worn, and sad;
I found in Hirn a resting-place,
And He has made me glad."

,. Just four-and-forty years ago, the very
heard the never-to-be-forgotten ,. Good-bye" as
of her who had been our bosom companion
How little did we then dream of such a
wilderness! But all is well !-En.

day this account was posted, we
the last word from the loving lips
f0r seven years and a fortnight.
long personal after-tarry in the

1
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DEATH OF DR. HEWLETT.

CONSIDERING the long and uninterrupted friendship that existed
between the late Incumbent of Astley and ourselves-moreover,
remembering, as we can but do, the special interest which he
took in regard to our entrance upon the ministry-we cannot
but most deeply feel the removal of our dear brother. Although
we rejoice at his gain, we cannot but feel OU1' loss. In the
earlier years of our Editorship, the beloved Doctor was a frequent
contributor to this work. Our first visit to Astley-nay, our
after-visits there-can never be erased from the mind whilst
memory is permitted to retain its place. It was our first personal
acquaintance with that remarkable spot that led to our making
the remark, "I should like to see an account of 'Astley as it
Was and Astley as it Is.''' That led to the publishing of the
deeply-interesting particulars.
Singularly, we have happened to turn upon thy annexed letter
of our lamented sister in the Lord, the late beloved Miss MARY
ANNE WAY, our first or second correspondent after, in June,
1840, we, in the providence of our God, ventured to undertake
t·he Editorship of this work. Here is her letter:Kendal, May 29th.
DEAR MR. EDIToR,-Being from home, I have not the volumes of
your Magazine by me, therefore cannot refer your readers to "A Day
at Astley," as given, I think, about 1845. At the time, the perusal
of it gave me a strong desire to visit that highly. favoured spot, which
was not carried out till a few weeks since; and the account of a
"Charity Sermon" at Astley, for the benefit of the schools, will, I
think, gratify some of your scattered readers to whom the place may
probably be known.
Notice of this annual sermon, to be preached on the 14th of May,
was given the previous Sunday, and printed papers in large type were
to be seen in the surrounding villages. An advertisement in the
Mancheste1' J O1wnal announced the same to the public. Thinks I to
myself, "All this will cause a thin church next Sunday, especially as
the sum to be collected for· the current year (having had new stoves)
is known to be £50." But, 10 and behold, my eyes have been opened
to what a Charity Sermon ought to be. The very expectation of it
at Astley made every countenance beam with love. There was no
need of begging. Many visits were made that week, and the spontaneous assurance was, "We hope for a fine Sunday.
We have
asked all our friends, and they will bring friends with them, and we
shall none of us come empty-handed"; and residents in the parish,
who usually attended the Parish Church, greeted us with "Next
Sunday, Mrs. - - , we shall make a point of attending at Astley."
" Well," thought I, "this is the strangest effect of a Charity Sermon
I ever witnessed. The' root of all evil' is not coveted here, and
the announcement of a Charity Sermon does not cause a gloominess
of countenance and a shrug of the shoulders, and 'We may as well
go to such a church next Sunday, for at ours there will be a Charity
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Sermon,' as, alas! is too often the case in mor~ southern districts." No;
the Charity Sermon here was a magnet-and a powerful one-to empty
surrounding churches, and fill to overflowing St. Stephen's, Astley.
'"
It was a lovely morning, and a heart-stirring sight, as we sat at breakfast
in the pretty parsonage, to see the children of the schools-with infants and
.adults numbering about four hundred-pouring in as for a fete-day-so
happy! And then clusters of men as bees surrounding the church; their
wives, with baskets of provisions (meaning to stay the whole day). Th'e
happy meeting of friends, and every eye looking out for their beloved
minister, to give (I suppose in Lancashire fashion) a nod of approbation and
congratulation, which said, "You'll be sure of your fifty." And they.
were not far from the mark, as £44 were really collected that day, and
the amount sent in by unavoidable absentees next day, made the sum up
to £48; and 1 doubt not, ere this, the £50 have been completed. Never
was the new commandment of our blessed Saviour more practically carried
out, or charity better explained. There was no want of that "love which
faileth not."
Then, between services, the schools were visited, and much was my feeling
like that of the Queen of Sheba, when she had communed with Solomon
of all that was in her heart. She was constrained to say, "It was a true
report," &c. ~2 Chron. ix. 5); and the seventh verse, regarding the Astley
schools, might be read, "Happy are thy children, happy thy infants, and
happy are thy teachers, who have stood continually before thee during thy
ministry of fourteen years, in which thou hast declared unto us the mighty
acts of the Lord, and the wonderful works which He has wrought for the
children of men."
Yes, Christian friends, it was no vain show. You might go from class to
class and find, by God's blessing on the seed of His Word, it had brought
forth fruit to His praise and glory; and they in the classes, and we who
were privileged to behold this happy scene, could but feel and acknowledge,
"A Greater than Solomon is here."
The first class of scholars in the Astley Sunday School ought to be noticed.
It consisted of twenty to thirty young women, from the ages of twenty to
twenty-seven, the half of whom on one Sunday teach in vacant classes, the
<Jther Sunday are themselves learners. Their regular teacher in the afternoon
being absent, 1 was asked to take the churchwarden's class; and, seeing
they were adults, and not children, felt rather shy of my scholars, when a
whisper from dear Mr. HEwLETT, saying, "I give you free leave to questioll
them as you .will, and they olight to answer evel'y question," roused me in
good earnest to the work. The challenge wa~ accepted, and gained, for.
the teacher was taught, and fears, if the scholars had questioned, she would
soon have been silenced. And this, praised be God, was not only headknowledge, but heart eaJperience.
.
On relating to them the history of MARIA CAPEL, a little child who,
through much tribulation, had entered the kingdom of glory, tears of
sympathy filled the eyes of some of these dear young women ; and, though
strangers in the flesh, we were one in spirit, and enjoyed the communion of saints through Christ, our living Head, by the love of God being
shed abroad in our hearts by God the Holy Ghost.
In conclusion, dear friends, let me recommend to your notice the
"Christian Cottager's Magazine," and, under the head of "Jewels, Bright
Jewels," you may learn more of the Sunday School scholars of Astley, and of
the history of its minister, under the title of "The First Twelve Years of
my Ministry"; also, in a series of letters from "The Absent Pastor to
his Flock."
Moreover, 1 may add, in faith and without fear (though not authorized
to do so, being at present far from Astley), if any Christian friends who read
<Jf this Charity Sermpn are desirous of visiting Astley, they will meet with
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a hearty reception at the' parsonage, where they will find the apostolie
injunction is fully carried out, "Use hospitality one towards another without grudging."
I remain, dear Mr. Editor,
.
Yours in the love of the truth,
W. A.M.

The foregoing speaks for itself, and will bear out the statements, as
to justice and accuracy, contained in the reports given by the newspaper press, to which we shall presently call attention.
It is remarkable that Dr. HEwLETT's' ministerial career-himself a
native of Oxford-should have commenced about the time of the
notorious Oxford tract movement. He entered his protest from the
first. He made a noble stand against such Popish invasions, as the
extnwts we hope to give will prove. Moreover, by grace divine, he
was enabled, to a ripe old age, to continue" stedfast in the faith "yea, " stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.
knowing that his labour should not be in vain in the Lord "-and now,
blessed be God, he has gone home to receive his reward, not of merit,
but of grace-rich, free, and sovereign grace.
Dr. HEwLETT, on account of his long, persevering, and indefatigable as well as truthful labours, was called "The Apostle of the
North."
Only some four or five weeks since, he preached the fifty-fourth annual
school sermons in his church, St. Stephen's, Astley. Memorable indeed
were his last subjects-those with which he closed his divine commission, and prior to his receiving from his Lord and Master Himself
the welcome "Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into
the joy of thy Lord" (Matt. xxv. 23). His morning text, )lpOn that
memorable occasion, was, "But we are bound to give thanks alway to
God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from
the beginning chosen you to salvation, through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth: whereunto He. called you by our Gospel,
to the obtaining of the glory of 'our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 The3s. ii.
13, 14).
In the course of his remarks, he said nothing would strengthen
man's heart, increase his faith, multiply his joy and peace in his belief,
more than a constant, diligent, and intelligent study of God's holy
'Word. He hoped those who had opportunities-and he knew some of
them had-of being instructed in God's Word would take advantage
of them.
When he was twenty years of age, he had ho idea of any part
of Scripture beyond the Acts of the Apostles, in the New Testament,
and the historical Books in the Old Testament.
These were all
he understood;' and, . when he heard men preaching Christ's holy
Gospel, and speaking of sanctification, righteQusness, redemption, and
so on, he did not know what was really meant till he .consulted a
clergyman on the matter. He told him, and opened his eyes and
'understanding. The historical portion of Scripture afforded but little
food to the soul. The Epistles of the New Testament were portions
made use of by the Holy Ghost for establishing the heart in faith in
Christ Jesus. These portions were brought home, by the Spirit of
God, to the believer's heart, and afforded him comfort and consola'
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tion in many an hour of trial. 'They would find the Epistles were.
really and truly letters written by an Apostle unto a believing people;.
and the man receiving, reading, and studying them became increasingly
wise unto eternal salvation.
Dealing more particularly with his text, he said there were three
things believers should keep in view with regard to their salvation_
First, it brought glory to God; secondly, peace unto the soul; and.
this influenced for good their fellow-men, showed the way unto God,
manifested His love, and displayed His grace to all men that came
unto Him through His dear Son, Jesus Christ.
There was a time, many long years ago, when the minds of
people were greatly exercised, when their eyes were first opened t<>
learn and understand the seventeenth Article of the Church of England.
He wanted them to notice that every passage in the New Testament.
in which the word or doctrine of what they called" election by grace '"
occurred, harmonized exactly with the seventeenth Article. God from
the beginning chose His people, in Christ.
Most of them were aware it was not his habit on these occasions.
to tell them about earthly things, even of thoae things which were so·
interesting to themselves; but he always took the opportunity of
giving a faithful address on the subject of God's holy Word. .
In the afternoon (the report continues), the Rev. T. CHAPMAN, of
OlJham, one of the thirty ministers Dr. HEWLETT caused to enter the
ministry, preached to a large congregation.
In the evening, the spacious edifice was crowded in every part. TheRev. T. CHAPMAN read the lessons, and Dr. HEwLETT preached from
the fifteenth and sixteenth verses of the eicrhty.ninth Psalm-et Blessed
is the people that know the joyful sound ~ they shall walk, 0 Lord,
in the light of Thy countenance. In Thy name shall they rejoice all
the day: and in Thy righteousness shall they be exalted."
The rev. gentleman said his medical adviser consented to his preaching once only, but he felt well enough, he thought, that evening to saya few words, and believed it was the Lord's will that he should be
put into the witness-box to bear testimony once more for the Lord
Jesus Christ. Owing to the stifling state of the atmosphere, he would.
only . say a few words, and promise a longer sermon on some other.
occasIOn.
For forty years he had noticed that a man who had a well-thumbed1
Bible, and looked into the Book of Psalms, was spiritually-minded.
He spoke of the thorns and thistles placed in their way for the exercise
of their faith. Thousands of times had he experienced rough places in.
his path through life, but he still endeavoured to exhibit in his life
the feeling of the Psalmist, who broke out with the words, "Blessed,
o Lord, is the .people that know the joyful sound." He preached, not.
himself, but Jesus Christ our Lord; and the man who loved the Gospel
was the man who knew the" joyful sound "-who could distinguish
between the Gospel of free grace and the gospel of indifference-between
preaching the emptiness of the creature and the fulness of the Lord
Jesus.
The preacher, notwithstanding his promise only to say a few words,
warmed to the subject, speaking, as has been so long his wont, extem-
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poraneously, but comparatively few of his thousand and more hearers
{lould have heard his words. '
, The hymns sung during the day were "old," though for that reason
;3,1l the more appreciated, such as the "Old Hundred," "Blow ye the
trumpet, blQw," "Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing!" and "All hail
the power of J esu'~ name"; but anything more hearty and inspiring, in
the way of congregational singing, could never have been heard.
, .Thus closed the ministry of this beloved servant of the Lord, as far
;3,s the services of the sanctuary were concerned, as will be learned
from the annexed particulars.
There are those who malign the doctrines of grace,and libel the
advocates of a covenant salvation for a covenant people, by insinuating that such advocates sit down contentedly, li~tlessly,' and
indolently, under the idea that what is to be must be, and that they
·cannot alter it. Now, we maintain that the true recipients of these
glorious truths, in a real, heartfelt, experimental way, as revealed and
{tpplied by the Holy Ghost, are as strict and as strenUOl}S believers in
the means, and the instruments by whom those means are to be used,
;3,s they are believers in the divine appointment of the ultimate
results and effects of those means. We altogether deny and repudiate the charge that such advocates are - listless or indifferent.
Such will give place to none in their deep inwrought se~se of the
intense value of immortal souls. They are prepared to endorse the
;sentiment" I would not work my soul to save,
For that my Lord hath done;
But I would work like any slave
From love to God's dear Son."

There is an essential difference, however, in their lines of action.
Whilst others work for life, the truly Spirit-taught and Spirit-led work
from life. Their one end and aim is, to show forth in a becoming activity
and Spirit-infused zeal the praises of Him who hath -" called them out
of darkness into His marvellous light."
That' Dr. HEwLETT was a strenuous believer in the doctrines to
which we have adverted, is clear from his so protracted and uniform
testimony'. One of the clearest and most outspoken testimonies for
divine sovereignty, and rich, discriminating love and mercy, is embodied in one of the sermons he preached even at the outset of his so
lengthened and so suecessflll ministry, entitled, "Vessels of 'Wrath and
Yessels of' Mercy." Glad indeed should we be to see that sermon
re-issued, now that the preacher's advocacy on earth will be heard no
more. 'Ye would that, "though dead," he should thus "speak."
In proof, however, of the justice of our remarks as to effort and
labour for the good of others, let the reader contemplate the facts contained in the annexed sketch of Dr: HEwLETT's life, and the summary
-of his work, as given by the BoltQn Evening News. Other journals will
doubtless give even more extended particulars, but the following will
;suffice to prove what an indefatigable labourer Dr. HEWLETT was.
Favoured as he had been for so many years with uninterrupted health
;3,nd a wonderful flow of animal spirits, he sought to turn both the
:One and the other to good account, and in very deed he did so :-
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DEATH OF THE REV. DR. HEWLETT.
The death of the Rev. Dr. HEWLETT, Vicar of Astley, which took place
at four o'clock this morning [Wednesday, June 10th], closes a remarkable
career. He came to Astley in 1832, preaching for the first time as Curate
of the chapelry, as it was then, on the second Sunday in that year j and. at
the time of his death, had been engaged, in the diocese a longer period than
any other clergyman.
In 1826, he was laboriously engaged in' teaching a school for classical
and commercial pursuits in his native city of Oxford, in which his father
was a freeman. The year following, he entered college, and, with frequent
permission to be absent from chapel 'and lecture-room, he went on
teaching his fifty pupils during the hours of daylight.
In November, 1830, on the earliest day as a student he could present
himself for examination, he passed through the schools for his "great go,"
and was successful. A whole year he was kept in suspense, being unable
to get a curacy, many clergymen objecting to a curate w'ho had a wife
and two children.
In December, 1831, the 13ishop of Chester offered him Astley, which he
described as "a small chapelry, about ten miles from Manchester, and
twelve from Warrington." 'fhe emolument was then only £60 a year. A
letter was enclosed with the offer from Canon STOWELL, doscribing the state of
the village as bad. Dr. HEwLETT decided to go. He learned from the
Bishop of litigation that had taken 'plac~ between the parishioners and the
"Vicar of Leigh as to the right to appoint the "preaching minister" under
.An,ur MORT'S will. Such was the state of feeling that the former Curate
could only get about a dozen persons to church. As to the chapel, it had
been whitewashed at some distant period; now it was filthy, and the
.floors damp and green. On walking from Patricroft with the chapelwarden,
Dr. HEWLETr learned that the part of the Incumbent's conduct which was
most offensive to the people was his sending for a troop oE soldiers from
Manchester to force for him an entrance into the church, the people' having
assembled Sunday after Sunday to prevent his entering. He found that
"ignorance, immorality, and vice were overrunning the place."
He put up at the Bull's Head, his first discourae being from the text, "I
determ'ined not to know anything among Y01L, save Jest,s Chl'ist and Him
crucified." On the anniversary of the day he alw:;l,ys preached from the
same text. Only one person spoke to him before he returned to his
inn. His furniture was sixteen days in coming from Oxford.' Many of
the windows of the parsonage had been closed to save the window
duty. In the attic he found "a hidden treasure," consisting of 250
volumes of divinity, smothered in dust and worm-eaten. The circumstance of his preaching "beawt book" got noised abroad, and on the
second Sunday there was a goodly congregation.
His family arrived before his furniture. "With empty pockets I
brought them," he wrote, "into an empty house." For the first few
months he was unnoticed by almost all the respectable portion of the
inhabitants, and, being treated with rudeness by the poor, he sighed
"for the classic groves, the Ohristian society, and the civil and almost
servile manners of the poor of the University of Oxford."
In November, 1832, in his absence, a Unitarian minister entered the
church and conducted a funeral service. The Bishop acquitted him of all
blame. It was the custom to warn the minister of funerals only by
tolling a bell, and on this occasion he had not heard it.
One Sunday, sixteen idle persons were brought into church by the
constables. He addressed them in forcible language, and they began to
come down from the gallery and walk to the door, but he desired the
constable to lock it.
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His feats of pedestrianism were great. He would at one time p1'each in
his own church in the morning, then walk si:;c miles ·to another ch1~rch, and.
iJ1'each in the afternoon, "eturning to preach at Astley the same evening.
Prior w 1828, Sunday School teaching was conducted in the parlour,
bed· rooms, kitchen, and larder of the pa.rsonage. The barn ~djacent to
the parsonage was used as a Sunday School from ]828 to 1841. The barn
doors were taken off imd placed on the ground, there being for some time
no flooring. Writing was taught in the school up to 1832, but Dr.
HEwLETT put a stop to it, offering to join the teachers in giving instruction
on any evening of the week. The barn school was enlarged by fixing
a ladder, with a hand-rail to it, to go up into the hay-loft, where thirty
or forty scholar3 were accommodated. A pair of doors opened in the
,upper floor, and, when Dr. HEWLET;r opened the school. he stood below,
and his voice was heard in both rooms.
Captain DURIE, the squire of
the village, gave land for the schools erected in 1841. A dispute arose
with him, as he required as a condition of having given the land that
he should be manager. To this Dr. HEwLETT, who had been instrumental in raising the schools, objected most strongly. Captain DURIE
could have taken possession of the buildings had he desired. A deputa.
tion was appointed to inform him that, unless he conveyed the ground,
they would pull the buildings down and rebuild them somewhere else. It
would have been done before any injundion could have been issued, but
the lord of the manor relented, and the Incumbent appointed the manager,
and Captain DURIE one of the trustees.
Dr. HF.WLETT, on the 23rd of June, 1835, lectured on the grand stand a,t
Kersal Moor. He was absent from Astley, being appointed to Lockwood,
near Huddersfield, from June, 1837, to the beginning of 1840; more than
a thousand persons, on the living becoming vacant, memorializing the Vicar
of Leigh to re-appoint their former minister. About this time the mines
began to be let, and the income rose accordingly, having been as high as
£600.
Dr. HEwLETT ·has long had a wide reputation as a LolV Churchman and
strong Calvinist. He has preached in 450 different churches throughout
the country, and by Churchmen of his school and by Dissenters generally
he was held in high regard. He wrote "The Life of George Marsh, the
Deane Martyr," for some time edited" The Christian Cottager's Magazine,"
and was the author of numerous pamphlets.
The late Rev. J. IRVINE, Vicar of Leigh, was a Tractarian, a fact which
led to the erection of Christ Church (1854), towards which Dr. HEWLET'lT
carried out a promise to raise £1,000, in order that thirty or forty of his
hearers might not be under the necessity of journeying three miles every
Sunday, and to "raise a breakwater against the waves of Popery and
surges of Tractarianism." He raised some thousands of pounds for the
extension of his own church and schools on vo.rious occasions.
He urged Lord JOHN RussELL, after the "Durham letter" (1850), to
"enact such a law as shall make it a felony, punishable with transporta..
tion, to introduce such a document" as a Popish Bull into Britain.
The late Vicar was teetotal from 1838, and established a flourishing
Band of Hope Society. The degree of D.D. was conferred on him by his
University in 1865.
On the spot where the schools stand the bull was annually baited at the
wakes down to 1840, when the Vicar communicated' with the Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and the brutal practice was put.
down.
He lectured at Lymm, Cheshire, many years ago, at the Curate's request,
and the Rector was so annoyed that the Curate got notice to leave. He
visited an old hearer at Houghton Green, near Warrington, and addressed
150 people in the house. In a few days, the Curate of Winwick came over
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with a letter, complaining of the "irregularity." He was a candiJate for
the living of Chapel-en-Ie-Frith, in 1836. The appointment rested with the
parishioners. The Royal Oak was appointed by the churchwardens, who
bore their expenses, for the candidates to put up at. Before he arrived
two clergymen had canvassed the place, and virulent feeling was excited.
The drinking and rowdyism induced by the contest led him to conclude
that, of all the modes of presentation, popular election was the worst, and,
without waiting the issue, he left Chapel-en-Ie-Frith.
Few clergymen ever lived more in the esteem of his people than the late
Dr. HEWLETT, who until the other day continued to occupy the pulpit of
St. Stephen's twice every Sunday. He was in his eighty-second year.
The living, which is in the gift of the Vicar of Leigh, the Rev. J. H.
SUNNING, M.A., is worth £400 a year.

Since the receipt of the foregoing, copies of the Leigh and Tyldesley
JOU1Yw,zs have been forwarded us. In proof of the high esteem in
which our departed friend was held, the proprietors of these journals
have not only presented their readers with a striking likeness of the
deceased in lithography, but have given a biography which extends to
well-nigh twelve columns-an almost unprecedented fact in regard to
the contents of a local journal, especially with the pressure of
political news at the present juncture. We contend that this
speaks most emphatically for the character and labours of' our
departed friend and brother.
DR. HEWLETT'S CONSISTENCY-THE HARMONY OF HIS TEACHING
FROM FIRST TO LAST OF HIS LENGTHENED AND HONOURABLE
CAREER.
.
Be it remembered that not only was DR. HEWLETT a native of
Oxford, and that he underwent his college career there, but that his
public life commenced about the time of the outbreak of the Tractarian heresy. But, blessed be God, he proved an early, a persevering,
and uniform opponent of that soul-destructive system.
Soon after his ordination and settlement at Astley, Dr. HEWLETT
was attacked upon the ground of his Calvinism. In consequence of
the charges made in this attack, the very Bishop who wrote as follows,
offering DR. HEWLETT the curacy at Astley;CheslIYJ', Decembe1' 9th, 1831.
My DEAR SIR,-It is very unexpectedly in my power to offer you a
curacy with a title. Astley, the place in question, is a small chapelry
about ten miles from Manchester and twelve from Warrington. The
emolument is about £60 per annum, and there is a very good house on a
small scale. If you choose to come so far north for so trifling a salary,
you must be here, with the necessary papers, on Thursday morning next,
when my examination commences. I ought to add that I expect all whom
I ordain on titles to remain at least two years.
I remain, &c.,
J. B. CHESTER.

-the same diocesan, we say, upon receiving certain charges against
Dr. HE\VLETT, on account of his Calvinistic principles, wrote to him
a letter of reproof, stating that, had he known before what his views
were, he would not have admitted him to his diocese, and that he
must not expect further assistance from him, for that "he conceived
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Satan had prevailed over him to abuse the .talents which God had
given him."
But now let the reader mark the honesty, the straightforwardness.
the Scriptural dignity of Dr. HEWLETT'S reply, and see how uniformly and
through the length of his so protracted and eventful career, the Lord
s~ood by His servant, ratifying and confirming His word, "They that
honour Me I will honour, whilst he that despiseth Me shall be lightly
esteemed."
Dr. HEwLETT's biographer proceeds to state, in regard to the Bishop's
letter :This was a terrible blow to Dr. HEWLETT, who wrote a long letter in
reply, stating that, in his examinations, he stated plainly and clearly what he
considered Scriptural views.
In the two years and three-quarters that he
had been in Astley, thirty-eight individuals had been converted, and in communion with the church; many more from timidity had not attended the
• Lord's Supper, while the outward moral change in a number of persons, in
whom he did not thin);'. ;j.ny saving change had been wrought, was too conspicuous to escape the notice of the most worldly. There was no place of
worship within ten miles so crowded with decent and orderly worshippers.
The following passage occurred in the letter : .
"As I do not wish to obtrude on, or weary your lordship, I shall merely
observe that, had I said that a profession of a desire for Christ was sufficient,
without an external change of character to prove regeneration, I should have
been highly culpable j but my words, as quoted by your lordship, are 'the
breath of desire after Christ is a proof of spiritual life,' and this assertion
made as an encouragement to the weak in faith, for who desire Christ but
those who see some beauty in Him-who feel their need of Him 1 And
;what is the breath of desire 1 Is it not prayer-prayer, directed by the
Holy Ghost, who 'helpeth our infirmities'; and such prayer as the Lord
declareth that He heareth 1 (Psa. x. 17.) And such persons He pronounces
, blessed' (Matt. v. 6). The Apostle Paul, instead of preaching the law to
the believers, maintains that the grace of God teaches them both what to
avoid and what to do (Titus iii. 11, &c.); and, in Romans xiii., he shows
that 'love is the fulfilling of the law.' And whence cometh this love 1 It is
'shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost,' and is the hand of faith, for
, faith worketh by love.' Christ, then, is to be preached-the food and
raiment, the strength, the life, the All in all of a believer-and thus, through
the inv~sible agency of the Holy Ghost, he is strengthened in faith to rely
on God in Christ for eternal salvation and present comfort, and to bring
forth fruit to the praise and glory of God.
" This, my lord, is the uniform tenor of my preaching; and, ~orant as I
am in many things, having felt by a blessed experience the truth and power
. thereof, I hope, ere I cease so to preach, I shall cease to be numbered with
the living.
"In conclusion, my lord, it is my earnest desire and prayer that we may
both be taught daily to feel our own ignurance, sinfulness, and continual
wanderings, and be enabled to look to, and live upon, Christ Jesus for
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, that, according to
our respective vocation, we may glorify Him here with whom we hope to
live for ever."

What a Scriptural nobility was embodied in the foregoing!
to be admired! Mark, reader, what followed.

How

The Bishop, aftGlr this letter, showed towards him "most unequivocal
tokens of kindness."
About this ti~e, Dr. HEwLETT had hopes of iremoving to Liverpool, then
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to a place near Yeovil; and to the latter place he was appointed Curate.
The people were almost heart-broken, and, in great distress himself, he
wrote to the Bishop, saying, if ):lis successor had not been appointed, he
was anxious to remain. Some of the congregation undertook to add £50 to·
his income, and collect his rents quarterly, without his experiencing any
trouble or uneasiness. The Bishop wrote a very kind reply, enclosing a.
£10 note, and concluding, "May God direct your determination to His own
glory, the good of souls, and the temporal comfort of His faithful servant,
8uch as you have been, and I am sure, will continue, whether in the west or
the north."
,

Oh, reader, depend upon it, there is nothing like honesty! The way
in which some men fawn and flatter, in regard to those in authority,
and have certain gift.s in their hands, is hateful to the la,st degree, and
altogether beneath and unworthy of that high and holy vocation towhich they have professedly been called.
Among the last utterances upon the part of our late beloved friend
and brother, the Rev. GEORGE ROBINSON, was the counsel to his·
sons not to become place-hunters, but to leave themselves, as to promotion or appointments, in the Lord's hand, who knew best when and.
where to send them to do His work; and, having sent them, would
most assuredly provide for them, for He is no hard task-master. No,
blessed be His name, He never falsities His own word, "The labourer
is worthy of his hire"; nor will He ever place Himself in circumstances that shall lead to a contradiction or denial of His own
testimony, "When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes,.
lacked ye anything 1 And they said, Nothing."
In the yet earlier part of his ministry, Dr. HEwLETT published a
pamphlet in the form of "A Letter to a Friend on Puseyism, and itsIdentity with Popery." For the purpose of showing, by plain matter
of fact, that consistency and harmony in Dr. HEwLETT's career upon
which we have laid so great stress, and as standing in such striking.'
contrast to the many who have turned aside from the good old beaten
track, toned down the truth, and failed to "declare the whole counse]
of God," we shall here quote the review of the pamphlet which we
wrote'in 1845 (forty years ago), and, at the same time, quote the
extracts then given :.Lt Lette1' to a Friend on Puseyism, and its Identity with Popery, &c. By the
Rev. A. HEwLETT, M.A. London; W. Bennett. Pp. 16.
This is a masterly tract, setting forth in the clearest light the rise and nature
of Puseyism, and producing abundant proof of its identity with Popery. It
is, in' our view,' the boldest-the most fearless-pamphlet our brother
HEwLETT h~s ever written, and is the more acceptable on account of its:
emanating from the pen of one labouring within the pale of an Establishment
wherein the· existence of men 01 truth and godliness is by many held as a,
matter of doubt. From. h'is very position-his familiarity with men and
things in the Church of England-Mr. HEWLETT is the better prepared to
combat the foe. "He has handled his subject with a clearness that can
scarcely fail to impart information, and with a temerity which engenders.
courage.
- Mr. HEwLETT attacks baptismal x:egllneration thus :- _
. "This Popish notion,.destroys every doctrine of our C4urch, and of theWord of God. The salvation and justiacation of a sinner is made to depend
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upon his baptism, and not upon the merits of a crucified Redeemer. Thus
'the Articles of our Church, particularly the tenth, 'Of Free Will'; the
eleventh, 'Of the Justification of Man'; the twelfth, 'Of Good Works' ;
'the thirteenth, ' Of Works before Justification'; and the seventeenth, 'Of
Predestination and Election,' are virtually denied by all those who hold this
Popish figment, for by such it is asserted that those persons only are members
of the Church of God who have peen baptized by persons w~o were ordained
by bishops, who have regularly succeeded those consecrated by the Apostles;
and that all such are Christians, while those who lack this baptism, this
ordination, this consecration, whatever graces they may have received,
whatever faith they may profess, whatever works they may perform, whatever
other Church they may belong to, are as heathen men.
"Fancied apostolical succession claimed, and baptismal regeneration held,
by the Papists, are the foundation of all these errors, heresies, and schisms
by which our Church is now distracted; and, in order to establish these, the
Word of God is cast aside, and human tradition, and the sayings of men, are
brought forward as 'an end of all strife.' But it is rather 'the beginning
of strife,' for, when once we reject the Word of God, and bring forward the
commands of men, we begin to walk in the evil ways of the Pharisees of our
Lord's days."
Regretting the progress which these Popish observances have made, Mr.
HEWLETT says, and says truly :"I can never think on the subject without being reminded of the attempt
made by some surgeons to restore to life a dead malefactor by means of
galvanism. They so far succeeded as to make the eyes roll wildly, the limbs
move, and the body sit erect, and to frighten almost to death a poor maidservant who accidentally entered the room where this process was going
forward; but the life-the soul-was absent, and could not be called back.
Thus, by a species of galvanism, -has Satan prevailed to infuse somewhat of
energy into the old High Church notions; but the true life, the soul of
devotion and religion, the operations of the Holy Ghost, not being in it, all
is contortion, and all is deatlt still."
Alluding to the duplicity which these modern Papists have betrayed, Mr.
HEWLETT remarks :"In the commencement of this new-born zeal-this galvanic life-much
I:'everence was professed for the bishops, as the fathers of the Church; but
when it was found that they, for the most part, were opposed to these
innovations, it was thought to be expedient to drop this profession; and,
therefore, lyou will find that, where the bishops have expressed thelllilelves
most strongly against these innovations (as in our own diocese), no notice
whatever has been taken of episcopal wishes or opinions by these veritable
successors of the Apostles."
Mr. HEwLETT says :"The childish follies of such ministers are ridiculous. Their superstitious
'reverence for the traditions of men is awful ' They be blind leaders of the
blind.' Like the Romish Church, all is outward-in the flesh-no foundation
laid-no insisting upon the regeneration of the Spirit-the indwelling of
the Holy Ghost, in His convincing, correcting, comforting, and consoling
power and efficacy-but a. studious application of all Church services, to all
who attend them regularly, with a spice of morality, to the total disregard of
what every service requires-faith, which is the 'gift of God.'''
Again :"Being strangers to their own hearts-ignorant of the deceitfulness and
desperate wickedness thereof-they cannot point to the one only perfect,
.complete remedy, ignorant of the constraining power of Christ's love.
Pharisee·like, they bind heavy burdens and lay them on men's shoulders.

The Gospel Magazine.

44!J

They will contend for the surplice, the offertory sentences, and almsgiving.
but the robe of Christ's righteousness, and ·the 'sentence of death' in the
soul, and the giving up of the soul and body to God as a reasonable service,
are lightly esteemed.
"But such men," continues Mr. HEwLETT, "cannet stop here.
They
are on the road to Rome, nor can they stop until they have foulJd
peace in the maternal embrace of what they call their 'holy mother.'
Honest men advance from this stage to Rome with great rapidity.
Thus Mr. SIBTHORPE, and about twenty others, have gone to their
true place; but dishone~t men have preferred to stay in the Church of
England, hoping to carry her also with them; and an 'Ideal of a Christian
Church,' published by a minister of the Protestant Church, is a personification
of the Church of Rome. But we live in singular times-in days of awful
heresy and blasphemy against God.
'The Church! the Church!' is the
cry of those who know not God in their own souls; for, if 'out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh,' their language is an index to
the state of their heart.
"Formality and intolerance be'ong to Rome. They belong also to the
Tractarians in every stage of 'their career. The substitution of the Church
in the place of Jesus; of the laws of fallible men for those of the unchangeable God; the sacraments in the place of grace, are inseparable from
Romanism, and are visible in the more advanced stages of Tractarianism.
The maintenance of the notion of a real presence is of Popish origin, and to
this Puseyism by sure steps leads. And how is this to be accounted for 1
It is the relig;on of human nature. 'T1I.e world by wisdom knew not God.'
'The n'ltural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit'; and unregenerate
men, however amiable, however zealous, however persevering, are upon the
same foundation with the unhappy votaries of Rome, though belonging to
the purest Church in the world."
And to his language we most heartily respond :"Wherever you may see a contention about trifles, a binding' men's
consciences, a spirit of intolerance, bigotry, and superstition, you may be sure
nothing is wanting but the power to make a persecutor, and a waster of
God's real heritage. After all, we may thank God that, whatever may be
the tricks and sophistries of men, our Articles, Liturgy, and Homilies,
are a mighty bulwark against Popery under the Pope, or Popery within
the Established Church. While these remain unaltered, there will ever be
found a band of faithful men to rally round them; and God's blessing will
rest upon an honest and faithi!ll soul who is seeking God's glory by the
preaching of 'Jesus Christ and Him crucified.' And depend on it, my friends,
neither bigotry nor intolerance can flourish in that heart where Jesus Christ
reigns."
' .

In further proof of the harmony and consistency of the Doctor's views
and testimony, we would remind the reader of the fact that, in his
very last sermon, preached upon the fifty-fourth school anniversary, he
made special reference to, and confirming comments upon, the seventeenth Article of the Church of England.
Whilst writing this brief sketch of our departed friend, a parishioner
has called our attention to what appeared in the Old Jonathan for
April, 1866. We find that we there write as follows :"Few men have been so privileged to see the fruit of their labours
as Dr. HEWLETT. Under God, this may be attributed, not merely to
the testimony which, through the teachings and gracious operations
of the Holy Ghost, he has beeu enabled so uniformly to maintain and
deliver, but to the fact that, with the exception of some two or three
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years, during which' he had accepted and retained the perpetual curacy
of Lockwood, near Huddersfield, Dr. HEWLETT has continued his labours
in this sphere. Hence those labouril have spread over the protracted
period of six-and-thirty years. We had nearly said, he has baptized
and buried a generation, as far as his parish was concerned. To say
the least, he has witnessed the coming, and the growing up, and the
passing away, of hundreds upon hundreds, if not thousands. And his
sphere being a village, although a large and scattered one, he has had
the opportunity of making the personal acquaintance and watching
the progress of his parishioners, where the Incumbent of a town
parish, with its teeming population, and a large portion . of these
migratory, has neither the time,' the opportunity, nor the strength for
so doing. Moreover, the town or city minister has, in a certain sense,
more of the secular work than the rural pastor. He has meetings
and committees and preachings which do not in nearly so larg~ a
.degree fall to the lot of the country clergyman. The latter, too, for
the reason we have given, has the greater facility for knowing his
people, and going in and out among them. This has been particularly the case with Dr. HEwLETT, during his long residence at Astley ;
and his people becomingly appreciate that long abiding among them.
Notwithstanding his preaching tours are sometimes long and somewhat
frequent, a correspondence during his absence is kept up with his
people, and he only returns to be well and warmly received by them.
"In few, if any, pulpits have we stood with greater interest or deeper
·emotion than that of Astley; and for this reason. In contemplating
the then present (surrounded by a thousand worshippers) with the
past, .we have been compelled to say, 'What hath God wrought ~ , It
was this feeling that prompted us to say to our dear brother, at our
first visit to Astley, 'I should like to see an article written, entitled,
" Astley as it Was, and Astley as it Is.'" This led to 3. very interesting paper being written upon the subject by our beloved friend the
pastor..
"It must be peculiarly gratifying to Dr. HEwLETT to look round
upon his parishioners, and not only in the pm'sons of very many of
them behold the seals to his ministry, but in the graveyard surrounding his church, to read the records of those whom the Lord gave to
him as the spiritual fruits of his labours. The bodies of those with
whose faces he was once so familiar moulder there, but their ransomed
spirits are before the throne; and what a joyful reunion awaits
pastor and people in the better land."
That reunion, dear reader, has now taken place. True it is that
the dust of both pastor and people now moulder side by side, as it
were, in the same narrow house; but, blessed be God, their happy
spirits are now reunited. They have met again, and oh, what a
. meeting and what a greeting-yea, before the throne of God and
the Lamb! They have met with Abraham and Isaac and J acob,
in'the kingdom of our Father and our God. They have joined" the
general assembly and Ohurch of the First-born," and are now helping
to 'swell the grand hallelujah song of "Unto Him that loved them,
and washed them in His own blood, and hath made them kings and
priests unto God and His Father, be glory for ever and ever!

The Gospel Magazine.

451

Amen." This bripgs to our recollection, moreQver, one of our visits
>to Astley, and of which we spoke in the account from which we have
already quoted.
And this reminds us of our last visit to Astley, when our soul
became, as it were, entranced by the dear children of its schools sing~
ing, after the service-and that most touchingly, too-the well-known
hymn, "We sing of the realms of the blest," whose each verse
concludes with,." But what must it be to be there 1" So completely.
were we transfixed, as it were, by the singing of that precious hymn
by those dear children, in that sacred place, that we were almost forgetting we were under engagement to preach the same evening at
Manchester, twelve miles away. We were reminded of the fact by a
Manchester friend stepping up the pulpit stairs, and rousing us from
our sweet spiritual reverie by a good hearty tug at our gown, and the
significant whisper, " You will be too late!"-a prophecy well-nigh
fulfilled, for, by the time we reached Manchester, the service had commenced, and the reading of the prayers somewhat far advanced.
Perhaps this simple fact to which we have adverted will better
bespeak the actual state of things at Astley than mere theorizing.
If Astley and its associations were sacred then, how much more so
now! There were after-visits paid them which we can never forget,
and additional facts which have tended, in no small degree, to intensify
our interest.
Oh, how gladly would we have gone, so recently, to
mingle with the assembled multitude, mourners as they were, upon
so solemnly-memorable a scene, but we felt we dare not entertain
the idea. If upon ordinary occasions our Doctor has long forbidden
our attending funerals, sure we are his injunctions were necessary at
this period. Our sympathies, however, are none the less sincere nor
a.cute. Deeply, deeply, do we feel the loss of such a friend, and
no less deeply do we sympathize with his mourning and so sorelybereaved people.
The following facts, we are sure, will be read with interest, as
setting forth the zeal, the courage, the steadfastness, of our dear
departed friend and brother:DR. HEWLETT, THE HISTORUN OF GEORGE MARSH, THE MARTYR.
In 1844, Dr. HEWLETT issued a small work on "George' Marsh, of the
Parish of Deane," who suffered martyrdom at Chester, April 24th, 1555.
[t was dedicated to PETER AINSWORTH, Esq., M.P., of Smithills Hall, where
H GEORGE MARSH first appeared, as an acc~sed person, before the representative of Her Popish Majesty."
.
In the summer of 1838, the author was invited ,by Mr. AINSWORTH to
preach the annual sermons for 'the Jubilee School at Halliwell, in the
-chapel at Smithills. This incident strengthened his long-wished-for opportunity of giving details of the martyr's career, but being then at Lockwood,
it was not until his return to Astlev that he could obtain the materials for
,;;uch a work.
In" Fox's 'Acts,' and other old volumes, which, by the
munificence of some unknown benefactor, enrich the parsonage at Astley,"
he found what substantially composed the volume.
.
In the introduction, Dr. HEWLETT says-" Could I 'hope that my little
volume would find its way into the hands of those in authority in that
a,ncient and sacred seat of learning [Oxford], I would .say, 'Oh; ~~e,!"erend
Fathers, I conjure you, by all that is dear to you, purge yourselves from this
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unholy, this Christ-despising leaven, which exalts the creature, but lays
prostrate sacred truth-welcomes the abominations of Popery, and would.
silently hand the Church of England over to the Roman Pontiff! Summon
together your members of Convocation, and, by a solemn act, rlisavow all
sympathy with those who can invent a method whereby men may hold their
preferment, and yet sign the Articles which were composed for the very
purpose of excluding all such persons from those P<lsts of honour, lucre,
and authority. Oh, ye heads of colleges and halls, remove from their tlltorships all who are credibly believed to be infected with this soul-destroying
delusion! The immortal welfare of our populatilJn demands it-the peace,
perhaps the existence, of our Church, as an Establishment, demands it-at.
least your own temporal interests demand it; for I am confident no parent,
having the immortal interest of a son, or sons, at heart, will dare to tempt
God by sending his son into the midst of the pitch which defileth, lest he
be led astray, and fall into the same condemnation.'''
PREACHING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.
The deceased Vicar, who was the son of a freeman, was born at Oxford,
April 24th, 1804, and was brought up within the walls of the city. Iu his
turn, as a Master of Arts, he went up to preach· before the "most august
and learned assembly in the world," and was invited to preach twice at.
the city church before the Mayor and Corporation. Of this event he wrote,
"It may casily be supposed that to stand and' speak all the words of this
life' to those amongst whom one has been brought up, who know an
one's early history, manner of life, follies, &c., is not at all pleasant to
human nature; but if to this you add the fact that all the great, rich, and
powerful are collected together, this makes it still more difficult to speak
the truth fully. Yet I had no hesitation, no misgiving, no keeping back
anyone point, for which I bless and praise my gracious God."
A REMARKABLE TESTIMO~ry.
The name of Dr. HEWLETT was known almost throughout the world. In
March last, two foreigners heard him preach at Astley, and, after the service,
sought an audience with the Vicar. As he walked down the aisle towards
them, they made deep obeisance to him; and the elder of the two, addressing
Dr. HEWLETT, spoke words to this effect-" We are converted Jews from
Palestine. We heard speak of your great and good name in our native
land, and have come here to see for oursEllves whether these things were so
or not; and we thank you and the great God for the blessed sermon which
you ha.ve preached this afternoon, for it has been sweet to our souls. May
the Lord bless you and spare you for some time to come."
THE VICAR'S

FAMILY.

Dr. HEWLE.TT'S surviving family are-ELIzABETH, who is married to the
Rev: J'. R WEBSTER, Vicar of Charnock Richard, near Chorley; ALFRED.
who manied Miss DARLINGTON, formerly of Bedford Lodge, now managing
director of the Wigan Coal and Iron Company; fuNN.A.H, who was married
to Dr. BANNISTER, now deceased, a medical practitioner, of Notting Hill.
London; RBENEZER, who married Miss fuRRIS, formerly of Town Lane,
Astrey, a veterinary surgeon, but now manager of the Plymouth dep6t of
the Wigan Coal and Iron Company; KATE, who was married to 1\fr. J.
ISRER-WOOD, a manufacturer, of Preston; EMILY, widow of the Rev. GEORGE
EDWARDS, M.A., late Vicar of Enderby, Leicestershire; ROSA, wife of Mr.
CHARLES HENRY JORNSON, wire manufacturer, of Manchester; WILLIAl\1:
HENRY, who married Miss MAYREW, of Wigan, now a leading official for
the WigaIP Coal and Iron Company. RuTH, who became the wife of the
Rev. J. BROOKS,' of Helme Lodge, Meltham, near Huddersfield, is dead.
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DR.

HEWLETI'S SERMON BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD.

A dear friend has just called our attention to the above. We have
read it with delight, and gladly here reproduce it, as affording such
striking proof of the cOllsistency and harlllony of our deceased brother's
,testimony throughout his lengthened ministry. Moreover. the sermon
~bout to be quoted is so solemn and practical a protest against the
so sad and unscriptural practices of the day, through (we regret to·
say) the length and breadth of Christendom. Well may such as
indulge in their present idolatrous course pause, and ask themselves
whether they may calculate upon such a peaceful termination to their
career as that enjoyed by this faithful servant of the Most High, who
neither feared the frowns nor courted the smiles of his fellow-men ~
'Will they, at thet1' death, be entitled to the comment so aptly bea,ring
upon his-le Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end
of that man is peace" ~ We say, no, unless the Lord meanwhile is
pleased to open their present blind eyes to a discovery of the fallacious
and destructive course they have chosen. As verily as there is a God
in heaven, and His own Bible is true, such" blind leaders of the blind"
will find themselves in an awful position, when called to confront the
.T udge of quick and dead, if they turn not from their evil ways.
'Ve repeat, it is worthy of note that Dr. HEwLETT, in the annexed
sermon before the University of Oxford, in the so early part of his
ministry (January 21st, 1849), as well as in the last discourse with
which he closed that ministry, made special reference to the seventeenth
Article of the Church of England, that touchstone of sound Scriptural doctrine:HEARTFELT RELIGION AND ITS EXPRESSION.
~,

Out of the abundance of the

hea~·t

the mouth speaketh. "-MATTHEW xii. 34-

IN all ages of the world, the greatest enemies to true religion are those
who would make godliness to consist in the mere observance of external
forms and ceremonies, however right, proper, or necessary those forms may
be; and who substitute the fond inventions of human ingenuity, the traditions
of men, for the commandments of God. Such are enemies to God, for they
make light of His sovereign grace, from which every blessing springs, and by
which every comfort is enjoyed. They lightly esteem the blood· shedding of
the Son of God, the only laver of purification, and His righteousness, the
only acceptable robe. They are willingly ignorant of the operations of the
Holy Ghost, whereby alone they can be brought within the bonds of the
covenant of grace; and tr6at all internal evidences of divine power in the
soul with sovereign contempt. They are enemies to themselves, for "a
deceived heart hath turned him aside, so that he cannot deliver his soul,
nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand F as saith the Prophet Isaiah.
They are enemies to othm's, for, by their teaching. example, or influence,
they be blind leaders of the blind, "and if the blind lead the blind, shall
not both fall into' the pit 1" Such were the men who, in the days when the
Son of God was incarnate, and dwelt upon the earth, were the most remark.able for their religious profession, their strictness in the most trifling matters
connected with religion, their zeal for the lettm' of divine commandment,
.and their grflater zeal for the traditions of the fathera. Such are, in our
day, the followers of the Bishop of Rome, the members of that CQr1'upt,
apostate, and idolatrous system best described by the term "Popery." Such
aire all those, by whatever name known, by whatever Church nourished, by
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whatever. mistaken kindness fostered and cherished, who forsake the pure
streams of God's blessed Word, to dabble in the muddy pool of human
authors, however adorned those pools may be by the glittering glare of
rhetoric or by the ornaments of a false philosophy.
.
The language of the Son of Man was always plain, powerful, and
practical, for He did not speak after the hearing of the ear, nor judge
according to the seeing of the eye. His speech was generally mild, inviting, and encouraging, insomuch that those who never became His followers.
marvelled at the gracious words that proceeded from His lips. But, when
He spake to the Pharisees-when "He addressed those who professed to be
the children of Abraham, and to have God for their Father, while in
their hearts they were far from Him-He bursts forth in a strain of holy
indignation, "Oh, generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak
good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh."
Tbe . doctrine thus insisted upon by our Lord, in the words of my
text, and which words were powerfully impressed on my mind, in answer
to much fervent prayer, is two-fold. First, that all real religion has its
residence in the heart; and, seco~dly, that every man's conversation wilt
generally be according to the state of his heart.
In offering a few observations' on this two-fold doctrine, I may well be
excused if I follow the example of an inspired Apostle,. and use gl1eat
plainness of speech, coming not among you with excellency of speech or
of wisdom, using no enticing words, but seeking to deliver my message
"in the demonstration of the Spirit and of power." Zealous for the,
honour and glory of his divine Master, the servant of the Lord. is content
to give utterance to the truths of God's Word in the emphatic language
of Scripture, nor desires to cultivate a style which may, perchance, be
more pleasing than profitable, well knowing that "His Word shall! not
return to Him void, but shall accomplish that which pleases Him, andJ
prosper in the thing whereto He hath sent it."
Can there, brethren, be a more interesting subjeet whereon the preaeher'
can dilate, or to which hearers may listen, than that of heartfelt religion?
I~ raises us from the cold, chilly atmosphere of forms, from the benighting
and· bewildering glare of vain philosophy, and from the fascination of the
world, to stand, as it were, in the immediate presence of the Most High God,
while. we cry out, "Search us, 0 God, and try us, and see if there be any
evil way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting."
True religion, vital godliness, may be spoken of under these four leading
points, to which I believe may be reduced all the various feelings of which
God's people are the subjects, and from which those good works emanate
by .which they adorn the doctrine of Christ their Saviour-I. Light.
2. Life. 3. Liberty. 4. Love.
I profess not to state their chronological order, but merely the fact that,
in the heart given to God, all these four blessed principles will be found
active, and operating in a greater or a less degree.
Light! A sinner under the teaching of the Holy Ghost is enlightened.
Born in ignorance, nurtured in darkness, trained, it may be, in error,
nothing but divine light can exhibit to him the features of God as a Being
holy, just, and true., This divine light is n<lt the inwa1'd light spoken of,
and relied on, by those who call themselves FRIENDS; but it is the powerful application of the Word of God-His revealed will-to the soul, similar
in its character and effects to that mentioned by Paul when writing to the
Thessalonians. He says, "Our Gospel came not unto you in word only,
but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance." This is that
conviction of sin spoken of by our Lord to His disciples, "The Spirit of
truth shall convince the world of sin." Not merely a conviction that a man
hath sinned against God, in such and such particular acts, but of his
exceeding sinfulness in the sjg~t of a holy God-of his guilty, lost, ruined,
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and undone state, by nature and practice. This light; or knowledge, or
conviction of sin, produces brokenness of heart, contrition, and compunction..
The subject of it is led to cry out, with Jub, "Behold, I am vile!" with
the Psalmist, "Have mercy on me, 0 God!" "Behold, I was shapen in
iniquity," &c. ; with Isaiah, " Woe is me, for I am undone!" "Vith Joshua,
clothed in his filthy garments-his sinful, polluted condition-he has not a
word to. say, in justification. or extenuation; or, with the publican, smiting
on his breast, he cries, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!"
Thus enlightened, he is made to see and acknowledge the great mystery
?f godliness, the mystery of a Triune Jehovah, each of the Persons equal.
III power and love, and each exercising that power and love on behalf of
the Church. The Fathe/", by His eternal, free, and unconditional choice of
their persons in Christ before the foundation of the world, and by His
all-wise arrangement of all things in the heavens above, in the earth
beneath, and in the regions under the earth, to work together for their
good, so powerfully asserted by Paul in the first chapter of his Epistle
to the Ephesians, and so beautifully explained in the seventeenth Article of
our beloved Church. The Son, by His taking His Church into union with
Himself, and thus becoming her Head, Husband, Surety, and Representative,
thus bearing he/" guilt, enduring he!" punishment, and having died once
to the law, living evermore, and thu~ raising her above sin, guilt, and death;
casting her sins into "the depths of the sea"-yea, removing them "as far
as the ea-st is from the west."
The Holy Ghost, by His calling, qualify109, and sending forth ministers to preach the everlasting Gospel, accompanying the Word preached with His power, and thus calling effectually
all God's chosen to the Lord Jesus for eternal salvation. Thus, he sees,
feels, believes, and knows that all his salvation is, and must be, of God,
because it is written, "By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God."
Inseparable from this light-and, indeed, so to speak, the parent of it-is
life. "We know," says the Apostle John, "that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren." This life is a spiritual, heavenly,
supernatural life, of which the Holy Ghost alone is the Author. He is
" the Author and Giver of life." It is the new birth spoken of by our Lord
to Nicodemus-" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God." It is that blessed state mentioned by Paul-" To be spiritually
minded is life and peace"; or, as he expresses it to the Ephesians, "You
hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins." It cannot be
too often nor too powerfully' stated that man, by nature, is dead to Godlegctlly and judicially dead-because born under condemnation; and spi1-itually
so, because destitute of both will and powcr to obey or to please God.
Now, as regards the animal or natural life, there are various states and ages,
from the new-born babe to the venerable father or grandfa.ther, and various
conditions, from the sickly and palsied, to the healthy, powerful, active, and
vigorous. So, in the spiritual life, there are those who are only known to be
alive by their feeble cries for mercy, and there are those whose strength of
faith, solid peace, and joy in the Lord enable them to ride trinmphantly over
all the cares of the world, the workings of sin, and the assaults of Satan,
,. strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might." So, again, there are
those who are "weak and sickly amongst them," "faint, yet pursuing,"
walking in the Lord's ways, yet ofttimes " discouraged by reason of the way."
Yet let it be borne in mind that, as regards the animal, the absence of
sensation or feeling is the sure mark of the absence of life, and its presence
the testimony of life. So is it as regards spiritual life-a feeling sense of
sin, a hungering and thirsting after righteousness, a desire to realize God's
pardoning mercies in Christ Jesus, are sure accompaniments-nay, form, as
it were, a part and parcel-of the spiritual life.
But a soul may have both light and life, and yet be in bondage. He may
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be vainly looking to himself, to his duties, his feelings, his desires, his
prayers, his repentings, as though these should afford him some solid ground
to rest upon. He may not be enabled to see clearly that it is what Jesus
hath done, and not what he hath done, or would do, that is to bring peace to
his soul. He may be afflicting his soul, bowing down his head as a bulrush,
and thinking thus to make his peace with God; or he may vainly look to the
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as though that in itself could, by some
opus operatum, confer peace. But, sooner or later, the precious feeling of
liberty is introduced into the heM·t. It is the" spirit of adoption," whereby
we sensibly pass from being "under the law" to be "under grace "-from
the state of slavery, to the condition of a child; to a holy boldness, a child.
like familiarity, with the great and glorious Jehovah; to that unrestrained
poming out of the soul before Him, in prayer and supplication, with praise
and thanksgiving, which makes us feel the force of the words, in the
earnestness of the address, when we call upon Him as" our Father which
art in heaven." It is that liberty of which Paul reminds the Galatians,
when he tells them to "stand fast in the liberty with which Christ had
made them free"-a feeling of liberty, or freedom from condemnation, from
the curse, from the broken la.w, from offended justice, from the dread of an
infuriated enemy, "who "Walketh about like a roaring lion, seeking whom
he may devour"; froin "the fear of man, which bringeth a snare," and from
the fear of death, which holds so many in bondage. It is that happy,
blessed feeling of buoyancy and elasticity which marks the child delighting
himself at large in the pleasure-grounds of an affectionate father. It is. that
which David described, when he said, "I will walk the way of Thy commandments, when Thou hast set my heart at liberty."
Again, there is another powerful principle or feeling which occupies, fills,
directs, and influences the renewed heart-I mean love. "The love of Hod
is shed abroad in the heart." "We love Him because He first loved us."
A sense of His love towards us draws out our souls towards Him in return.
He hath loved us and chosen us, loved us and redeemed us, loved us
and called us. He loveth us, and will preserve us safe unto His heavenly
kingdom.
Hence" the love of Christ constraineth us." Hence the soul
delights itself in God's Word. His worship and His house become delightsome, and His "service is perfect freedom." The soul inflamed with a
sense of such a full, free, and unchangeable love on the part of Jehovah,
t.hinks no duty too hard, nothing too difficult to be performed, nu suffering too severe to be endured, for the sake of Him who loved us and gave
Himself for us. Relying on His assistance, the happy soul exclaims, "I
can do all things, through Christ, which strengtheneth me."
Nor does this love look unto the Lord Jesus alone. It rests upon all who love
the Lord Jesus in sincerity and truth. It makes allowance for human imperfections. It "hopeth all things, believeth all things, endureth all
things"; and all who hold the Head, put the Lord Jesus in His own
place, esteeming Him as the "Head over all things to His body the
Church." However they may differ in their perception of the doctrines
and discipline marked out in God's blessed Word, all such persons are
loved, cared for, and prayed for, as brethren in the Lord.
And now, men and brethren, allow me, in His name "whose I am, and
whom I serve," to beseech you, as in the sight of a holy and heart-searching
God, to ask yourselves, "Are you in possession of this light, life, liberty,
and love 1 Are these principles, or anyone of them, in active operation in
your souls 1" Remember, no man must take for granted that he hath that
which he cannot show or produce in time of need. We are too much in the
habit of assuming that we are what we profess, or what others esteem us, to
be. We have too lon~ flattered ourselves that to ha.ve religion was to be
formal and devout in doing in our duty; but if "the time of this ignorance
God winked at," bear in mind that that" night is far spent; the day is at
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hand; therefore let us walk as children of the light, and of the day"; and, if
we would know true happiness, let us seek it in God's service and in His
ways. Let it not be vainly imagined that our sacred office makes us religious,
or gives us weight, worth, or dignity. It may do so in the sight of men.
It Illay cause a servile and unquestioning obedience to our word, and deference
to our opinions, amongst our dependents in this ancient University. But,
when we go to work in our Master's vineyard, where haply we may find those
who are infinitely superior to us in all vital and experimental knowledge and
godliness, more deeply acquainted with the deceitfulness and desperate
wickedness of the human heart, and better taught in the counsels and covenant of the> Most High God, then shall we find that nothing will avail us
but our testimony of what the Lord has done for our own souls, backed and
sanctioned by "Thus saith the Lord," and confirmed by a solemn appeal
"to the Word and to the testimony."
But I must hasten to notice, in the second place, the other branch of my
subject, namely, that eve1'y man's conversation will genm'ally be accQ1'ding
to the state of his heart, for "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaketh." The wise man hath said, "As he thinketh in his heart so is he" ;
sud now it is said, "Out of the abundance of the >heart the mouth speaketh."
Whatever occupies the heart will employ the tongue. Our conversation-our
language-is but the r~ndering audible the thoughts that dwell within. The
miser and the speculator, who make gold their trust, declare the abundance of their hearts by conversation about money lost or gained-profits
hoped for or obtained. The epicure, who maketh his belly his god, delights
in talking of viands, and what is technically called" good living" ; and, as
each man's pleasure leads him hither or thither, so "out of the abundance
of the heart the mouth speaketh."
But, brethren, this is a mark-a touchstone-an evidence-of our state,
"known and read of all"; and it behoves us not only to look well to our
hearts, but to our conversation.
May we be led to seek divine grace, to
make the tree good, that the fruit may necessarily be good. May the Lord
of the vine/ard break off from the wild olive of our fallen natural state, and
graft into the true Vine, those amongst us who are yet in the darkness,
death, bondage, and enmity of our natural lost state and condition, that
such may henceforth, "by a good conversation, show forth their works
with meekness of wisdom."
Now, every heart in this congregation, as in every other assembly, for what
purpose soever called together, is either 1'enewed and 1'ight with God, or
unrenewed, unchanged, and ttnconverted, and far from God; so that there
is one general division of mankind, according to the heart-Cl those that
serve God, and those that serve Him not." There are two great classes
unto which all men may be reduced-the seed of the woman anci the
seed of the serpent; the children of God and the children of the evil one.
>But it may be well to be more particular, and to specify those among each
of these. classes who, by their words and conversation, declare the state of
their hearts before God.
>
The worldling, whether he be led by the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eye, or the pride of life, doth by his conversation declare the state of
his heart. His dogs, his horses, his guns, the card-table, the ball-room, and
the theatre, "the pomps and v:;tnities of this wicked world, and all the
<linful lusts of the flesh," are the staple of his conversation, the food for his
empty mind, because the delight of his unsanctified heart. Let such an
~ne, if any such there be now before me, pause and recall to his mind
the words of inspiration, "The friendship of the world is enmity with
God."
But there is a more refined species of wo~ldliness-more dangerous,
because less gross; more seductive, because it leads men on by all that
ill noble, energetic, and commanding in their disposition. I mean the
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thirst for human' knowledge-the throwing of the whole' soul, with
al~ its energies, into the acquisition of knowledge, an acquaintance with
S?lenCe and with literature, by which the mind is carried forward, sometImes to vain speculations, sometimes to scepticism" often to a neglect of
the one thing needful (and in such an eminent position as this, DO small
grace is necessary to keep a man from swimming with the stream). The
c0l;lversation then will all turn upon authors read, works studied, prizes
But 'let such beware, for
galDed, prospects opening to the ambitious.
God's Word declares that ,. the world by wisdom knew not God," but
that "it pleaseth Him, by the foolishness of preaching, to save them that
believe."
The self?'ighteous man, whose hopes are built' upon his own endeavours,
who looks to his own works and merits as his ground of acceptance before
God, declares by his words the state of his heart. He thanks God he is
"not as other men are." He prides himself in his fasting. and his prayers.
He boasts Qf his own goodness, but says nothing in honour of his God and
the riches of His grace. He says to the poor in spirit, " Stand by thyself;
I am holier than thou!" thus exhibiting darkness instead of light, death instead of life, coldness and bondage in place of that love and liberty which
should am mate the followers of 'the Lord Jesus.
Akin to the self·righteous, and of the same class, is the formalist-and
does not his conversation declare his state ~ The holiest place in the church,
the propel' place to say his prayers, the peculiar chaJ'acter and style of his
vestments, the subdued light of the church or chapel as favouring devotion,
the number of saints' days observed, the fastings on stated occasions, the
mortification of the body, benefits of auricular confession and priestly
absolution, form subjects of conversation and of his discourses, which declare
plainly that the mind is occupied with the shell and shaclow of religion,
while destitute of the kernel and s7!bstanw.
Now, however these persons may differ from each other, and among
themselves, there is one thing in which they all agree-to substitute some
other thing for a foundation to build on than the work of Jesus; to seek
some other in:8.uence than that of the Holy Ghost, and to mark out some
other path than that which God has marked out, namely, that" through
much tribulation we must enter the kingdom of God."
Brethren, men's eyes are upon us. They hear our language; they know
what we say; and, whether it be in the more private walk of life, or whether
it be as professed ministers of God's Word, if such as I have described be
the tenor of our discourse, they will say-for God's'Vord saith-" There is
no light in them."
But how gladly do I turn to the consideration of the conversation and
discourse of those whose hearts abound in love, and peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost; who, like the people who are mentioned by Malachi, "spake
often one to another; and the IJord hearkened, and heard it: and a book
of remembrance was written before Him, for them that feared the Lord,
and that thonght upon His name" ; who delight to tell what the Lord hath
done for their souls; who feel that it is never out of place to "speak good
of His name"; who desire to make mention of His goodness continually!
Their "conversation is in heaven." They are" ready to give a reason of
the hope that is in them, with meekness and fear." Their desire is to give
God all the glory of their salvation. They are not ashamed to own Jesus
as their Saviour-to declare that His Word is all their trust. His righteous-,
ness constitutes their acceptableness, and secures their acceptance with God.
They can testify, with holy Paul, that" whatsoever things were gain, they
now count as loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus·their
Lord; and that they count them but dung, that they may win Christ, and
be found in Him." They own, with the Psalmist, that" there is none in heaven
or in earth that they desire in compa;rison to Him," !!-nd that, " though flesh and
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heart fail, they know that Chtist is the strength of their heart and their portion.
for ever." Theirs is a chequered path through sorrow to joy-through death to
life-through darkness to light-by conviction of sin to conviction of righteous-·
ness-and, as their feelings are, so is often their language. Witness the holy
Psalmist. One while he says, " Hath God forgotten to be gracious 1" Again,
he strengthens his heart by exclaiming, "His mercy endureth for ever!"
But, whatever difference there may be in their state as to their own feelings,
all agree in this, that the Lord Jesus is "All and in all "-" all their salvation
and all their desire "-and that the great delight of their souls is, to be enabled
to say, "My Beloved is mine, and I am His."
Now, brethren, if ye know these things, happy are ye; and happy are the
people amongst whom you may be called to minister, for thus shall you be
enabled to "speak a word in season to him that is weary"; for of the things.
of which we have spoken this is the sum-that the heart by nature is evil,
and nothing but evil-that God's grace alone can renew the heart-that God
will renew the heart of everyone of those whom He hath chosen, and whom
Jesus hath redeemed-that the renewed heart is the happy recipient of light,
life, liberty, and love, and that out of this abundance the renewed heart
delighteth to speak.
May God grant to both preacher and hearers that they may be more and
more imbued wlth a love for His truth, zeal for ;His honour and glory, and
devotedness to His service.

In October, 1874, Dr. HEWLETT wrote as follows-" Since we met at.
Leicester, in the spring, we have had very many trials in the removal
of one and another from our midst. I do not know when I have
been called upon to be present at the funeral of so many dear
Christians in any year as in this. I think I named to you the
departure of one young disciple who had such a presentiment, in
comparative health, that she should not live long, that she actually
prepared with her own hands her funeral apparel. A few weeks only
elapsed, before I was called on to conduct the funeral service' of
the Rev. F. W. DAVIS. Shortly before his death, he said to me, 'I
have been going for three years and a half; and, though I have no,
ecstasy, no great joy, the Lord has kept me from doubting; andto His praise be it said, though in the daytime I am racked with
pain, I have good nights-never kept awake by pain.' His last words
were, 'Peace! perfect peace!' In his early days he had been an·
officer in the Queen's service, and had a severe illness when serving
in China. His constitution was then undermined, and the labours of a
popUlous parish in a low part of Manchester were too much for ,him.
But he had finished his work, and has gone home. The next day, I
had to officiate at the funeral of another dear old friend and near
connection. For thirty-nine years he was superintendent of St. Paul's.
Schools, Preston. His labours, public and private, were. incessant,
and a very short illness, after a year or two's weakness, but no
cessation from labour, carried him to his eternal rest in glory.
Though suffering greatly from internal abscesses, his triumph was·
complete. ' Victory! I am coming, Lord!' were among the latest·
intelligible expressions which fell from his lips. All these de,{l,r ones
were remarkable for the consistency of their lives, and the clearness.
of their views, under most trying circumstances.
"As regards myself [the Doctor adds], I am in the 'enjoyment of
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'Wonderful health; but, yielding to the solicitation of my dear friends,
I have promised not to go from home to preach a third time, after two
full services on a Sunday at my own Church. I have now been in holy
orders almost forty-three years, and can only remember one Sunday on
which I have not been preaching, more or less."
Since the foregoing was in type, we have received copies of the
Leigh Journal and Times, from which, out of five-and-a-half columns, we
·extract the annexed particubrs of
THE

FUNERA~

OF

DR. HEWLETT.

The interment of the mortal remains of the Rev. DR. HEWLETT, for
'Over half-a-century minister of St. Stephen's Church, Astley, took place
on Saeurday, at noon. Long before the hour appointed, people in deep
mourning approached from all sides, and by half-past eleven the
..church was filled with those who had assembled to pay their last
homage to the memory of him who had so long been their pastor,
but was now gone to
" Sleep that knows no breaking,
Mom of toil, nor night of waking."

Within tha church grief 'was written on every countenance, while
those outside were no less impressed with the solemnity of the
·occasion. Inside, as well as outside, were . natives of Astley or
former members of Dr. HEWLETT'S congregation long absent from
the township-some advanced in years, and themselves bordering on
the grave; some who had been baptized, reared in his Sunday School,
..and married by the Vicar now lying dead; and some others belonging
to the Dissenting Churches, testifying to the communion of heart
that had existed on essentials, and the good feeling that had prevailed
between adherents of sister Churches.
The mortal remains of the once active and zealou preacher, the
,parish clergyman, the friend and adviser of practically a whole parish,
were laid at the threshold of the main entrance to Stephen's, within
.a couple of yards of the highway, in full view of the quaint-looking
,,parsonage in which the venerated deceased had so long dwelt, and
Qn the top of the loved partner whom he survived for three years.
The scene, on a grand summer's day like Saturday, the yemal beauties
-of nature being at their best, was suggestive of appropriateness through·out. The soldier who, after fulfilling important duties, and leading a
busy life. for fifty-four years, had at length laid down his arms, could
llot have wished his bones to lie anywhere but at the scene of his
..almost lifelong labours, and the feeling of his flock was no less emphati<'cally manifest. In the midst of retirement and repose, the man
whose influence ha~ been felt by thousands now lies where there is
" No noise, no care, no vanity, no strife;
Men, woods, and fields, all breathe untroubled life."

The cortege was met at the entrance by the Rev. J. H. STANNING,
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M.A., Vicar of Leigh, and the Rev. ABRAHAM HAWORTH, Rector of St.
Catherine's, Manchpster, the former reading the firdt portion of the.
service for th dead. Prior to this, the organist, Mr. JOHN PARKINSON.
had played "Angels ever bright and fair" (HANDEL), "I know that my
Redeemer liveth," and "Lord, for Thy mercy's sake" (FARRAKT).
As themoumful procession slowly moved through the aisle, Dr_
FOWLE'S "Funeral March" was played. The Vicar of Leigh and the
congregation joined in reading the ninetieth Psalm, ..nd the Epistle,
also read by Mr. STAr\N[~G, was taken from the fifteenth chapter of St.
Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians.
Then followed the hymn
beginning" Why do we mourn departed friends,
Or shake at death's alarms?
'Tis but the voice that Jesus sends
To call them to His arms,"

sung to the tune "Kent," with striking solemnity.
The vault to which the coffin was then conveyed, the organ meanwhile playing the "Dead March," was covered with ferns, and the
monument to Mrs. HEWLETT strewn with hothouse plants.
Owing ·to the limited space where the body was to be sepulchred,
the congregation remained in church while the service for the dead
was concluded by the Rev. A. HAWORTII, the relatives surrounding
the grave. The coffin, which was of polished oak, with brass mountings,
contained the inscription-" ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D., died June 10th,
1885, aged 81 years."
The congrdgation lingered nearly an hour. The grave was left open
until evening to enable the scholars and others to see the coffin of
their lamented pastor.
ASTLEY CHURCH.
A large congregation assembled at St. Stephen's, on Sunday morning.
The Rev. T. CHAPMAN, who was one of the late Vicar's early pupils,
was the preacher, his text being 1 Thessalonians iv. 18-" Wherefore
comfort one another with these words." He said:"I need, I am sure, say very little indeed upon the solemn subject
that has brought us together this morning in an especial manner.
"Ve all know that it has pleased our heavenly Father to take from this
congregation a dear and loved pastor-and not from this congregation
only, because your pastor had become, I might almost say, the servant
of the Church throughout the length and breadth of the land. It was
not merely in Astley that Dr. HEWLETT was known and appreciated, but
in various parts of the country. Probably, no man was so successful a
preacher of the Gospel, and especially a pleader on behalf of Sunday ant1
day schools.
"It is contrary to my usual plan, my friends, to attempt anything,
in the kind of a funeral sermon; and I think I know that it would
not be the will of your late dear pastor that the morning and afternoon should be specLtlly taken up with speaking of the servant, but
rather to try and exalt the Master-to speak of that glorious Gospel
which he preached so effectually, and which was blessed so much by
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the Spirit of God. I scarcely think that there is' a man living, either
in the Church of England or outside her pale, whose ministry was so
Qpenly blessed to the ingathering of sheep that wandered, and the
strengthening and edifying of believers, as was Dr. HEWLEIT'S. It
matters not to what part of the country you go-and it has been my
!privilege, for the last twenty-five years, since I left this parish, to go to
·different parts of the country, and especially during the last ten or
fifteen years; but, wherever I went, the name of Dr. HEwLETT was a
Ihousehold word. His sermons had made lasting impressions. God had
blessed them, and .no doubt there are many scattered throughout the
~ountry to-day that will remember this congregation in their prayers,
and will sympathize deeply with them in their present trying circum,stances.
"I had purposed saying one or two words first about his devoted
labours to yourselves. This little village would never have been
known as it is known to-day if it had not been for the pastor of
the parish; and how many in various parts of the' country can look
to that early training at Astley as being that which has fed them and
'Prepared them for their future life, whether as teachers of Holy Writ,
·or in mercantile or other commercial pursuits! Dr. HEwLETT'S work,
then, has not been blessed simply in Astley, but blessed, I might say,
in almost every county in England. Some of you heard, as I heard
myself, the last sermon he preached, when he told us how delighted
'he was for the second time that day to stand ill what he described as
this witness-box, in which he so frequently, so ably, and yet so lovingly, .
witnessed for that great and glorious truth of redeeming love.
"There is just one other thought, before I go to my text, that ought
,ever to be the means of cheering and consoling all those left behind,
;and that is, the even tenor of the way in which our departed pastor
went through the world. I daresay he could have told us, in his last
sermon, that there was not it word, from the first, that he would have
wished to change that day. Remember the moving in the theological
world of the present day. Remember the frequent changes in men's
minds. Remember how people seemed to jump from this point to
that, or to be tossed by every wind of doctrine. But you here have
had the certain sound energetically and faithfully laid before you
Sunday after Sunday, year after year. Nay, many of us could testify
we were brought up in it-we might say, cradled in those glorious
-doctrines of covenant love-that wonderful plan of salvation by sovereign
grace-and how that these truths, taught as they have been taught
by no ordinary teacher, but taught, as it were, with 'line upon line,
.and precept upon precept,' seemed to be engmven in many of our
hearts; and how, in the midst of changes, they enabled us to stand
fast in the midst of difficulties. And I believe there is no surer
.safeguard against scepticism and infidelity on the one hand, and
superstition and Ritualism on the other hand, than a clear understand:
ing of the glorious doctrines of covenant love, by which we understand
something of God's way and plan of salvation. If we only have divine
ideas and divine doctrines that we believe and love, we shall not be
tossed here and there, but become rooted and grounded and established
in love; arid this is what, I say, you for many years have been
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privileged to listen to. Now that your teacher has been removed,
may it draw you closer to God's most precious Word. May you
drink more deeply into the mind and will of God, and may you
experience more thoroughly. that 'the secret of the Lord is with
them that fear Him, and He will show them His covenant.'
"But, while we are in the flesh, we are strangers and pilgrims
journeying to a better country; and whether it is we mourn-and we
mourn the loss of a dear one--or that we are called to pass through
some other trouble, trial, or difficulty-whether it be the road seems
rough and very wearisome-let opposition, trouble, or trial come from
what source it may, it is well if we can cling to the Bible, to the
Word of the living God, and if we can follow that which is com·
mended in the text, "Vherefore comfort one another with these
words.' It struck me that these words niight be suitable to us this
morning, mourning with our heads bowed down, for though, in the
course of nature, we could expect little else, yet, when it did come,
how very solemn, how doubly solemn, to the father, we might say, of
the parish-the father, in one sense, of the diocese, for I think he had
been in the diocese longer than any other clergyman preaching the
glorious truths of redeeming love."
,
The rev. gentleman then proceeded to his text, dwelling, in the first
place, on the characters addressed; secondly, how they were to comfort
each other; and thirdly, a few words by way of practical application.
The characters addressed, he said, were believers in. the Lord Jesus
Christ-men and women who had passed from death unto life, and
unto those that loved the brethren. These were gathered and separated
from the world-and would to God the Church was more and more
separated from the world, for he frequently feared we had too much
of the world wrapped up in our religion altogether.
In conclu~ioD, he referred to the second coming of Christ, when
the whole redeemed family of God would be gathered together, to
part no more. Here we lost a friend, husband, wife, father, mother,
or child, and the family circle was broken up, but there would be
no breaking up of the heavenly circle.
A short time ago, it pleased God to take their pastor's partner,
after a happy and long married life. One was taken,and then a few
short years and the other was gone. They: met now, to part no more.
Their loss, the loss of the Church at large, was their pastor's gain.
Infirmities had come with age, sickness had come in advanced life, and
now the happy and glorious spirit had taken its flight.
When trouble came to any of their fold, should it not draw their
attention to the text, and should they not remember it 1 Oh, that
they had more faith and clearer spiritual vision, that they could trust
more implicitly and be content to walk by faith! But, in the meantime,
let them exhort and strive to comfort one another, encourage each
other, and "bear each other's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ."
Would that they could do that more fully. Sympathy should be a
Christian grace, not to be nipped in the bud, but to be encouraged
and welcomed, so that they might walk in love, and" adorn the Gospel
of God our Saviour in all things." He asked them to try and take this
text home. Let each one of them ponder it well, and try and en-
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courage each other, and provoke each other unto love and to good works.
Let them, in every trouble, trial, and bereavement, try to comfort the
bereaved with that sure and certain hope that, by-and-bye, Jesus would!
come, that the dead should arise, that all the Church should be called
away, and there they would sing the praises of Him who had
redeemed them with His own blood, and made them kings and priests
unto God the Father for ever and ever.
The hymns sung during the service were, ., Thy will be done,'"
,. Why do we mourn departed friends 1" and "0 God, our Help in ages
past." At the afteruoon service, the choir sang, "Vital spark of heavenly
flame."
The Rev. J. HEWITT addressed the scholars in the Sunday School
during the afternoon. He based his remarks on Revelation xi. 14.
and said that, although that was a time for mourning, they had cause
for joy, knowing and feeling that, though having lost a friend, he was
in heaven, resting from his labours, free from sorrow, pain, toil, and
all the burdens pertaining to this life.

LETTERS OF SYMPATHY.
The following letter from the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, Vicar of St. Luke's,
Bedminster, Bristol, was read to the scholars in the Sunday School at
Astley on Sunday:"Your letter, containing the intelligence that my dear and so greatly
beloved friend and brother has been called home, has touched me
greatly. Gladly would I come and •weep with those that weep'
on account of their loss, as well as 'rejoice with those that rejoice' on account of his great gain, but age and infirmity forbid.
Long has my medical man forbidden my taking part at the grave.
This very day, one of my oldest hearers is being committed t(}
the earth, and on Sunday, if the Lord will, I have to speak of her
in St. Luke's. How gladly I would, if I could, once more visit the
dear friends in the North, and should much rejoice once more to occupy
the pulpit so lately vacated by our dear, dear friend, bu that privilege
I must deny myself. May the Lord, in great mercy, appear in regard
to a successor. As you state, I fear the prospect is gloomy, but
•is theri a.nything too hard for the Lord l' To Him and the Word
of His ~ would I earnestly and affectionately commend you. Be
assured r will be with you in spirit on Saturday.
"Many thanks for the promised papers.
Any particulars I shall
greatly value as well, that I may make use of them in the GOSPEL.
MAGAZINE.
"As the last proof of my new book, 'Fo/' Ever with Jes-m,' came·
to hand by the same post that brought your letter, I am adding some
particulars with respect to my dear departed friend, so that the volume
will conta.in a permanent record in regard to his ministry and
work."
Mr. F. H. S1;IITH, president of the Pendlebury Blue Ribbon Army.
wrote to Mr. W'ARD as follows:-
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"It was with the deepest regret I heard of the death of your
beloved pastor, and I shared your grief, and the grief of the people
to whom he has beeu a noble Christian guide. I am sorry that
it is impossible for me to pay my last respects to his memory by being
at the. funeral. The temperanoe party will have suffered an. irreparable loss, . except that the memory of his devoted work inspires
us younger ones to emulate his example."

THE LATE REV. DR: HEWLETT.

To tAe Editor of the Leigh and Tyldesley Journal.
SIR,-I am sure I am but one out of a vast number of the friends
and admirers of the late Dr. HEWLETr, in tendering my sincere and
heartfelt thanks for the truthful sketch you have given of his life and
labours. Lengthened as was the space it occupied in your journal, I trust
results will prove how your kind efforts have been appreciated. Dr.
HEWLETT was one in whom was strikingly illustrated that passage of
Holy Writ, "Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they
shall understand the loving-kindnesses of the Lord." In harmony
with this portion of Scripture, the venerable Dr. HAWKER used
to say, "He that watches a Providence shall never want a Providence
to watch." Now, Dr. HEWLETT was a man, as your admirable sketch
so unquestionably proves, who did watch the Providence of God. He
was one, moreover, who was uniformly ready to testify of what God
had done for him and his. He was a happy exception to those who,
raised from comparative obscurity, would rather conceal that obscurity
than acknowledge the kind and gracious dealings of Him who saith,
"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added unto you." In Dr. HEWLETT and his so
honourable and successful career was strikingly illustrated the truth
of, the couplet" Make you His service your delight;
Your wants shall be His care."
In other words, the Most High says, "Take care of My truth, and I
will take care of you."
This, by God's grace, Dr. fuWLETr was
enabled to do, through evil report and good report j and what has
been the happy result ~ That, thank God, which your own so comprehensive details have so blessedly confirmed-" Thou shalt come to
thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn cometh in in his
seascn."
Among other notable lessons left for young and wealth-aspiring
ministers especially, Dr. HEWLETT has left this-" Seekest thou great
things for thyself ~ 8eek them not."
You kindly refer to my first personal visit to Astley, and to the
request that Dr. HEWLETT would publish an account of "Astley as it
Was, and Astlay as it Is." Well do I remember that visit, although
so many years have since passed away.
You allude, likewise, to my inducing the Doctor to sit for his
2 H
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portrait, in order to give it a place in the Old Jonathnn. It will
amuse your readers, I doubt not, when I state that, after he had
seated himself before the camera, in order that the artist should commence operations, he looked so grave and so unlike himself, that I
couldn't resist the prompting to remonstrate. "Don't look so," said
I; "but look as you did yesterday, before that round of beef," allud.
ing to the cheerful manner in which he presided at the dinner-table,
when entertaining his brethren after a clerical meeting at the parsonage.
This remark had the effect of imperilling the likeness, by giving it
the very opposite expression to that of gravity or sadness.
Who can forget the Doctor's character, not simply as a friend and
counsellor, but in various other respects ~ The fact of how he shone
as the head of his large household may be proved, not merely by thl'l
training of his own sons and daughters, and the constant and affectionate correspondence maintained with them after their marriage and
settlement in far distant places, but likewise in the careful preparation and training for the arduous work of the ministry, so many
young men who have since proved such devoted sorvants of the Most
High.
In my occasional visits to Astley, it was to me a most grateful
meeting from time to time of domestics whose services in the family
had spread over very many years. I doubt not the fact will be fresh
in the memory of many of the Doctor's parishioners of how, upon
one occasion, he and his dear wife hurried home, upon being apprised
of one of their old servants being smitten with that dire disease,
smallpox. Instead of sending her to a hospital (as most persons
would have done), she was tended with the utmost care. Although the
patient died at the parsonage, not another inmate of the house, or one
of the family, took the malady. If I mistake not, another old domestic, of more than thirty years' sojourn in the family, was still retained
for even years after she could no longer render those services. "\Vhere
she had so long lived, there she died, under even parental tenderness
upon the part of both Dr. and Mrs. HEWLETT. I dwell upon these facts
in order to prove that the doctrines the Doctor so tenaciously held,
and EO faithfully proclaimed, did not lead to that coldness and stoicism
so often charged upon them. Dr. HEwLETT lired the doctrines he so
loved.
Although many years-I really foraet how many-have passed since
my last visit to Astley, well do f remember the warm and affectionate greeting, not merely of both Dr. and irs. fuwLETf, but
of his devoted people likewise. I reached the parsonage on the
Saturday night, being engaged to preach twice at Astley on the
following day, and once at Openshaw, on behalf of the funds for the
church about to be erected at the latter place. As I was to preach
twice elsewhere at Manchester, for the same cause, I calculated upon
the receipt of £100, averaging £20 for each of the five service...
As, however, the Doctor and I sat in the study after breakfast on
the Sunday, I was not a little disappointed at his reply to my inquiry,
"How much do you expect to-day ~}} "'VeIl," said he, "I told .Mr.
NOYES [the future Incumbent of the new church] that, if you stopped
and preached in the afteruoon, we might get about £16." "Sixteen
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pounds!;' thought l.' "Why, if that is the case here,' from whence I
expected most, the sum total will fall far short of the £100 I had anticipated." However, either £14 or £16 was collected in the morning,
and, to show hoW' ready the Astley congregation were to respond to a
plain and warm·hearted appeal, I may mention the' following fact.
At the close of the afternoon sermon, I spoke, as nearly as I can
remember, as follows-" Now, another word about the cause for which
I came to plead. Having passed through the same ordeal, I feel very
much for my young friend, the minister of the new church. It reminds
me of what a lady (the wife of one of our trustees) said to me, some
years ago. 'I feel very much for YOll,' she said. 'vVhen you have
done begging for the church, you will have to beg for the schools;
and, when you have done begging for the schools, you will have to
beg for the parsonage.' 'Oh, yes,' was my reply; 'I am quite aware
of it. My mind is made up to beg to the end of my days; and then,
if you please, you may place upon my tombstone, " Here lies the beggar.'"
Now," said I to the congregation at Astley, "if they should happen
to put this upon the gravestone of my young friend, and any of you
should pass by and rerognize the name, it will, I am sure, be much more
satisfactory to you to remember that you 1'espvnded to his appeal rather
than refused it." Those few simple words brought up the amount of the
two collections to over £30. I had then to hurry off to Openshaw (some
fourteen miles), but Mrs. I!EWLETI, in her accustomed thoughtfulness,
had a cup of tea in waiting for me. It was our last interview! I
stepped into the cab, amid the warm greetings and affectionate farewells of the people.
Arriving at length. at Openshaw, the service in the school-house,
where they were held, had, by previous arrangement, commenced. At the
close of the sermon, as my 'plea had answered so well at Astley, I said
that, with my young friend's permission, I would advance the same
arguments as those I had just before so successfully done at Astley.
Without, however, waiting Mr. NOYEs's approval, I repeated what I had
previously said. The result was the contributing, in that school-house,
of £23 ; and, when I left Manchester, after the two additional services,
there lacked but about £15 of the expected £100, which the friencls
told me would be made up.
So much for my last visit to the North. But for my advanced
years, and pressing parochial and editorial claims, even at the risk
of much personal feeling, gladly would I have responded to the
invitation to have mingled this day ,vith the mourning multitude, in
witnessing the sacred remains of my dear, dear friend and fellow-labourer laid in their quiet resting-place, under the shade of the
building where he had so long and so successfully laboured. He
"rests from his labours, and his works do follow him." Dr. HEwLETT
has passed away, a bright and beautiful example of that precious truth,
"Them that honour Me, I will honour."
Asking your kind indulgence- for having occupied so much of· your
space,
I am, yours faithfully,
D. A. DOUDNEY, D. D.

St. Luke's, Bedminster, June 13th, 1885.
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, DR. HEWLETT AND THE, AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND
SOCIETY.
~ To tlie Editor of the Leigh. and Tyldesley Joumal.
SIR,-In your able and interesting memoir of the late Rev. Dr.
HEwLETT, which appeared in your issue of the 12th inst., you refer
to his connection with the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. Will you
permit me, as Secretary, to say that our late highly-esteemed friend has
been a valued helper of the charity for at least forty years, and the
Committee deeply deplore the loss the institution has sustained. Till
failing health and strength prevented him, he preached for the Society
in London very frequently, besides pleading its claims at Astley and
in churches in other parts of the country. His last sermons for the
Society in London were. preached in the month of July, 188:!, when in
four churches he powerfully advocated its claims, the last one being at
St. Mark's, Tollington Park, of which Canon HURST is Vicar. One
thousand and eighty-eight Protestant Christians, living in all parts of
the country, are now on the Society's books. Upwards of £6,600 per
annum is expended in pensions, and 180 of the aged recipients are
inmates of the Society's four homes.
I am, sir, yours, &c"
JOHN E. HAZELTON,
83, Finsbury Pavement, London, E.C.,
Secretary.
Jtme 15th, '11:185.
THE IRISH OHUROH.
WE are persuaded that every unprejudiced person, who has a really
personal knowledge of Ireland, will acquiesce in the statements COlltained in the annexed from the Primate, which appears in the current
number of the National Church:The Palace, Armagh, April 7th, 1885.
DEAR SIR,-I have no difliculty whatever in answering your queries.
The disestablishment of the Ohurch of Ireland has been only an evil,
with no compensating benefit whatever. It has been of no auvantage,
socially or religiously; and, instead of conferring strength, has caused
weakness. Long may our heaveuly Father, in His mercy, avert so
great an evil from the glorious Ohurch of England! I have been
twenty-nine years a rector, and thirty years a bishop and archbishop,and have had long experience of ecclesiastical affairs, and I hesitate
not to say that I regard disestablishment as a most disastrous failure.
I am, yours most truly,
W. E. Helm, Esq.
M. G. ARMAGH.
WHERE Jesus is truly th,e sinner's only hope-when, sensible of our
sin and misery, we sigh and cry to Him, and can sing no song of
triumph till He appear-then Jesus, is believed on and loved. Oh,
look ever in your prayers and sighs to Him! When all seems to go
against you, then is the time for faith to fight and win the day.'1'. Hardy.
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SHORT NOTES OF A SERMON,
PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. P. BROWNE, OF EDGBASTON, IN TRINITY
CHURCH, DERBY, ON OCTOBER 15TH, 1876.
"And the Lord saul, Behold, there is a place by 1I1e, and thou sh(tlt

stand upon a 1'ock; and it shall come to pass, while 1I1y glory passeth by,
that I will 7Jnt thee in (t dijt of the 1'Oc!C, and will cover thee with My
,h(md while I pass by."-ExODUS xxxiii. 21, 22.
PRECIOUS truths, beloved! Let us contemplate them-first, the position
Moses occupied j secondly, the manner in which he was brought to occupy
that stand j thirdly, the blessings realized.
"A place by Mtl "-near unto the Lord-nigh, "close unto Me." By
nature and by 'practice we are afar off-very far off j in disposition,
the heart is at enmity j in conduct, gone a.stray.
Moses, in himself, was the same as others j yet, notwithstanding this,
there is such a stand for those afar off. They are m",ae nigh-brought
lligh" So near, so very neJr to God,
Nearer I cannot be."
Oh, to occupy that place-" near unto Me"! That is the first point.
But mark again-it is "upon the rock." Ah! that's the place.
There is none other that brings us near unto God. Surely, then, it
represents Him who is the Rock of Ages-Him of whom Isai~ predicted, "Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a Stone, a tried Stone,
a precious Corner.Stone, a sure Foundation" (Isa. xxviii. 16).
He
possesses the strength, firmnes~, and endurance of the rock.
He is
the I{ock. His work is perfect, and the Ohurch of God stands upon
that Rock, placed there. "Upon this Rock will I build My Ohurch."
This is the second particular position occupied by Moses.
Now, thirdly, he is placed "in the clift of the rock." The rock in
Horeb was smitten, and water ,came out of it. It was not only so here,
but the divided side of the Rock afforded security in Christ. Hidden
in Ohrist-securely builded and fixed there.
Hichlen in Christ,
surrounded by Christ, seen in Christ.
But once more. Near to the Lord j upon the Rock j "in the clift of
the Rock," and covered with His hand-" I will cover thee." Jehovah's·
hand surrounded and secured him. It was a complete covering, so·
that no part was exposed.
Secured in those hands, none can pluck
them out. They are graven npon the palms of His hands (see Isa.
xlix. 16).
Such brethren, was the position Moses occupied, and such are theGospel truths made known to us through our text.
Secondly, the rnannel' in which he was brought to occupy that stand. It,
is all of the Lord. He was the Actor, and Moses the happy participator.
It was all of the Lord's devising, contriving, phtnning, and design, and·
it all proceeded from the mind of the Lord. Moses did not think of
it. On that rock, as we view thereon, and find our nest there, never-
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torget who put us there. The place, position, and preservation are all
'Of God's selecting. Salvation is not only of the Lord's devising, but
lit is also of His providing. He devised the rock on which Moses
'Stood. It was a fouudation laid of God's providing, and not only
lllanned, provided, but a making known of the glad tidings. They
are from Himself. He sends the Gospel; therefore, dear brethren, it is
all of the Lord's devising, providing, revealing, and, furthermore, placing. "Thou shalt stand," and" I will cover thee." God's" shalls" aneL
"wills," not man's.
He works in His people to will and to do, but not
by their power. ,They are so weak, so helpless, in themselves.
Third point-the blessings realized.-There was Jehovah's glory anu
goodness revealed to Moses, His mercy, grace, truth, holiness, justice,
aye, and wrath, were all proclaimed in it. In no other position would
they look upon Him but with terror. He was all engaged {)~. behalf of
His people. "Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness ant]
peace have kissed each other." Kissing-the end to all. Peace-the
wrath exhausted on the smitten Rock.
In looking back to the past, and in recalling to mind the countless
sins of ,crimson dye, the conscience accuses; but, standing upon the
Rock, and hidden in that Rock-in this blessed position you can look
up with confidence, knowing He has suffered all; and, standing there,
you may look up, and say, "It is God that justifieth; who is he that
condemneth ~"
And not only in looking at the past, but in contemplating the
present, you, are assured that what mercy has provided, truth will
bestow. Oh, call to mind such blessed views of J ehovah's glory in
the past, and in contemplating the present, and for the future! With
Him it is long-suffering, not only as regards the past, but extending
"Keeping" mercy still in store, anLl
on to a never-ending future.
" crowning" mercy from everlasting to everlasting.
Thus placed, you
may contemplate the unveiled manifestations of His glory.
Such was Moses' position. Is that position yours ~ I it occnpieJ
by you, beloved ~ Have you been led and constrained by grace divine
to look to Jesus 1 Have you been knocked ofI' from all nature clings to 1
Tl,1e Psalmist beautifully writes, "Lea'd me to the Rock"; and ;;till
more expressive is the prayer, "Set me up' upon the Rock.
Not only
"lead me to it," but "set me up upon it". There is the ecret of a
happy life! And, when led to the Rock, high as heaven itself, never
rest satisfied without a hope in grace that your feet are placed there.
Never forget the manner in which you have been brought there; and,
further, rejoice in your security. Nonc can pluck J ou hence. None
could place you there but God, and none can take you from it.
I

ALL come not home at night who suppose they have set their faces
heavenward. It is a woeful thing to die, and miss heaven! How
many a mere professor's candle is blown out and never lighted again!
Many now take Christ by guess; therefore, I say, be sure you take
Christ Himself. His sweet working in the soul will not lie; it will
soon tell whether it be 'Christ indeed whom you have met with.RtdherfO'rd.
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~.orr.efJyo1tb.enc.e.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

~

My DEAR FRIEND,-With your kind permission, I will lay before
your numerous readers a few extracts from letters lately to hand,
touching the Lord's work in the army and navy.
War has a dismal sound, but how often we find, out of this great
evil springs some good! It has cheered our heart to hear how the
poor fellows have almost devoured the bOuks and tracts that we sent
out to them in such large quantities, and with death, as you may say~
staring them in the face.
This last war has been it terrible affair.
Thousands of homes in
the United Kingdom are now mourning the loss, or disablement for
life, of some relative, to say nothing of the appalling sacrifice of human
life among the tribes of the desert.
There are some wearing the Queen's uniform who will have cause
to bless God all the days of their life for the strange appointment of
His providence that led them to sllch it "waste, howling wilderness,"
to be found by the "Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
.
everlasting covenant."
We have one such wonderful case before us at this present time.
A godly sister, living in service, whose brother had joined the telegraph
battalion in the Saudan, earnestly requested me to send him an
occasional parcel of Gospel reading. We did so, month after month,
:tnd joined our prayers to those of the distressed and anxious sister,
that God would be pleased to bless the reading to his soul. The
following letter is from this soldier, and will speak for itself:~
"DEAR MR. BRIDER,-I received a packet of books from you last
month" but I could not understand how you got my address until I
heard from my sister by a later mail (which also brought another
parcel from you) that she had given it to you. Please accept my best
thanks. They were doubly welcome tbii week, as I felt very tired
and dull for want of recreation, which your splendid assortment has
gi ven me, and promises me and others some good reading for a long
time.
"Myself and another fellow do the telegraph work here. The
wire is on the west bank of the river, and the camp on the east. We
could not get the wire across the river, so we are located on an island
in mid-stream. Besides our own society, we have only that of an Arab
messenger, and of the kroomen, who fetch him over to the camp in
a boat several times a day. In such an isolated and dangerous position I am apt to get a trifle dissatisfied and low-spirited at times,
e:;pecially when the heat is great. Your kindness merits my confidence; .
and I should add, there is a brighter side to the future.
•, Some few years ago, I tried to serve God; and, though I enjoyed
some sense of peace with Him, yet I fell away, and gave up the
struggle. While thus estranged from God, I enlisted as a telegrapher;
and you, sir, who have carried a rifle yourself, can easily conclude
what I have been.

--
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" This is my first turn abroad. I got up here by steamer, through
cataracts and camel, alld have,~ besides escaping all dangers, had very
go.od health, But, ~ince I h,ave been here, I have felt so well-so
much better than at home-that the thought of God's goodness and
my own base ingratitude has impressed me so forcibly as to bring
me by the Holy Spirit to Himself. I have implor(ld pardon through
the blood of Christ, and beJi~ve that He has bestowed it, and accepted
me for His name's sake. I-am now trusting in my Lord's strength,
and am trying to walk in the narrow way. Thus your books are
welcome, and I trust to find them still more helpful.
"I know I shall have your prayers, as you have mine, that God
may give .us in this world 'knowledge of His truth, and in the world
to come life eyerlasting.'"
.
FROM LORD WOLSELEY.

"DEARSIR,-I am mucho.bliged for your letter of the 26th ultimo,
and for the good wishes it contains. It is a real pleasure to find an
old soldier like yourself devoting his time to the service and benefit of
the young' men now wearing Her Majesty's uniform.
"The army is a great field for the zealous, single-minded missionary;
and whilst, in my opinion, there is no class so deserving, none can
ltppreciate more than our soldiers do, any kindness and attention shown
them by their fellow-subjects in civil life.
"To men like yourself, who devote their lives to teaching our soldiers
to trust in God at all times, and to spreading abroad in our ranks the
sacred truths of Christianity, all true ~oldiers who love their profession
must feel deeply indebted;. and, believe me, none more so than
" '\ ery faithfully yours,
"Mr. Charles Brider."
"\VOLSELEY."
Our funds for the past ,two months have been very small, and quite
inadequate to meet current expenses; therefore I shall be very thankful
for. immediate help, however small the amount. Reports and collecting
cards can be had on application to my address, Old Gaol- Chapel,
Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
.
lJfay 16th, 1885.
CHA.RLES BRrnER.
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