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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR, i. 4.

HIS NAME!
"And they that know Thy name will put their trust in Thee;
for Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee."-PsALM
ix. 10.
WHEN thus speaking of the name of the Lord, it commonly means
Himself. His name stands for His own divine Person. And (to
Him be the praise) by His own divine revelation, He does make
Himself Personally known to His own sovereignly, graciously,.and
,effectually-quickened ones. Theirs is not the mere knowledge of
llearsay, or the testimony of another, however Scriptural or con-elusive that testimony may be, but it is a personal, hear~felt,
.experimental knowledge-just such as enabled the friends and neighbours of the woman of Samaria to exclaim, "Now we believe, not
because of thy saying, but we have seen Him ourselves, and know
-that this is indeed the Ohrist, the Saviour ,of the world."
Reader, have you this knowledge? If so, you will be able to
testify, to a certain extent at least, when, where, and how the
Lord met with and made Himself known to you.
We are quite aware that there are those who are the subjects
()f manifold fears and misgivings, upon the ground that they cannot
give the date or the circumstances under which they, were brought
to know the Lord, as a large proportion of His children can
testify. The work with these doubting and fearing ones probably
has been very gradual, but, blessed be God, not the less effective
()r real. As in other cases, the Lord's own word stands good, "By
their fruits shall ye know them." Now, let us inquire as to these
fruits. What is their taste-what their desires-what their occu-'
pation and habits-as contrasted with their former selves,' associations, and practices?, Their choice and their companionships
prove the genuineness of the work, and, ratify that precious
:Scripture, "If any man be in Ohrist, he is a new creature; old
things are passed away, and, behold, all things have become new."
2 D
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The minds of such as may be at a loss to quote the date and
the circumstances of their call by grace, or their translation "from
the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son,"
may well be relieved by the utterance of the young man in the
, Gospel, who, when questioned, said to his objectors, in regard to the
Person and work of his great and gracious Deliverer, "Whether
He be a sinner or no, I know not; but this one thing I know.
that whereas I was once blind, now I see."
Notwithstanding all their fear and timidity-their manifold
doubts and misgivings-there are very many of the IJord's own
dear children who have a perfect right to ,adopt the same language, and take comfort upon precisely the same principles. The
'Lord, and the Lord alone, it was that effected the self-same
change in them as in the case of the previously blind one.
How earnestly we desire to be instrumental, in the Lord's
hands, of cheering His desponding ones upon these 'very 'grounds.
There is such a disposition, upon the part of the Lord's children,
not merely to mark out a course for the divine procedure, but to
set up patterns and examples, the which they think they ought
. to follow. For instance, if they are acquainted with certain practiClil knowledge or experiences of this or that one in the family,
and whom they may have had reason to believe were "in Ohrist"
-:that is, manifestively called-before them, they take almost for
granted that they will be led or dealt with in like manner.
Hence they set up in their own minds certain standards, or a
special sim~larity of experience, with respect to leading or guiding
-succour or deliverance. Now, so far from this prescribed or
expectant course 'being- followed, or their virtual suggestions
being adopted by the Lord, in all human probability, the after
developments will be of a totally different character. The way previously mapped out, upon the part of the poor pilgrim, will· be
as adverse and as contrary to his expectations as it is possible to
conceive. And why? Because, not only will the Lord discountenance aught that is dictatorial, as far as His poor, frail,
short-sighted creatures are concerned, but He will have them
"walk by faith, and not by sight." We must insist upon it that,
whatever may be the creed or the ready acknowledgment of, the
Lord's 'dear people as to' the all-important nature and operations
of' faith, yet, alas! how far short they fall of their creed in
regard to walk and, conduct!
'
Reader, we plead guilty, 'personally, whilst we thus write;, and
we do, so 'upon the ground that this great principle of "walking
by faith, and not by sight," is to be maintained-yea, it is to be
the great rule even unto the end! .It is not l~mited to a season
or, confined to certain -circumstances merely, but it is (0 hold good
throughout! Mark this. We wish to lay very special stress
upon it. It embraces a subject of immense importance. To a

The Gospel Magazine.

395

failing more fully to recognize it may be traced so much of the
discomfort under which so many of the Lord's. dear people
labour.
The idea of past knowledge or experience of the pathway 80
operating as to need lessjaith, or make the pilgrim stronger, or less
dependent upon his Guardian and Guide, will prove (if trusted in)
to be most vain and deceptive. The newness of the path, the
fresh difficulties which present themselves, the adverse influence!\;
the subtle reasonings, the crafty adversaries, and withal, the
exhaustion of creature strength, and the increasing failure of heart
and flesh, will, under all their combined influences, render the
pilgrim poorer, weaker, frailer, and more pauper-like and dependent
than ever.
Reader, so really will this be found to be the case as to cause
the statement of John the Baptist to be a permanent and lasting
verity, "He must increase, but I must decrease." Varied may ·be
the Lord's mode of teaching so gref.!.t :;tnd 'important a lesson.' It
will, however, be nevertheless real and unquestionable.
This brings us to a further view of the knowledge of which we
just now spoke. As at first, so it must continue to QA-speciaZ,
pointed, particulw·. How the Lord Himself dwelt upon this special
knowledge when speaking of Him&elf as the Good Shepherd! I "My
sheep hear My voice, and they follow Me; and a stranger will
they not follow, for they know not the voice of strangers." This
knowing the voice of the Good Shepherd is another meroy that
even the dear child of· God fails to estimate. . His pathway
(especially in contrast with certain states and seasons) may bepome
dark-his way completely hedged up-his whole course most
mysterious and inexplicable. He may, by his position, be, reminded
of Paul's voyage, when "neither sun nor· stars in many days
appeared, and no small tempest lay on them, and all hope that
they should be saved was taken away." Where the pilgrim is,
what he is, whither he is going, may be utterly beyond his power
to comprehend. Yet, with all this strangeness and obscurity-'
distraction and bewilderment-one mercy remains, and that a
great mercy, too. "They know His voice"; yea, and ip. spite of
all previous perplexity, and notwithstanding ~the faot that, they
may appear for a long season to have been left, as jt werf>,
alone, the Lord not having communed ;with, or counselled, them,
as aforetime, yet "they know His voice." Possibly they have
been reasoning within themselves, "How shall I know? What
shall I do ? Should He be pleased to speak, how CRn I, be
certain it is He?" Ah! such may be the suggestions-,-suoh -the
scruples-of the poor fleshly mind. In spite of all, 'however", it
is .but. for the Lord to speak-yea, even in one of His own soft,
sweet; gentle whispers~and there is an instantaneous recognition!
"It is the voioe of my Beloved: behold He, c.ometh, leaping
2 D 2
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upon the' mountains, skipping upon the hills." He appears, in all
probability, when and where least expected. He draws nigh in
the calmest, gentlest, softest, and most soothing way. Whatever
may have been the previous turmoil, perplexity, confusion, in a
. moment-yea, in the twinkling of an eye-quietude, peacefulness,
l.\ precious rest and reposing, take possession.
A sweet bedewing
possesses the soul, and, with a heart-glow, the mental exclamation
is, "I will trust, and not be afraid; for the Lord J ehovah is my
strength and song; He also is become my salvation."
Now, this drawing nigh, upon the part of the Lord, may be
in the public ordinances of His house, under the preaching of the
.Word, the singing of a hymn, the pleading of His servant. Possibly the seemingly casual meeting of a fellow-pilgrim has led to
fellowship and communion. The Lord has joined them as He did
His two disciples on their way to Emmaus, and, ere they were
aware, has imparted the same sweet" burning of heart" of whioh
they had been the subjects. Some providential interposition has
perhaps led to the recognition of His hand. It has been so timelyso marked-so special-that they have been compelled to recognizo
and to acknowledge it as of the Lord, saying, "This is the Lord's
doings, and it is marvellous in mine eyes.'" In spite, therefore, of
previous darkness, doubts, or dismay, they have not only testified that
it' was the Lord's handiwork, but they have, moreover, regarded it
as a token for good, and accepted it as a pledge of future goodness and mercy. Oh, how God-exalting, Christ-endearing-, Spiritaoknowledging, is all this! Why, the very previous darkness has
only, by contrast, tended to make the light the more marked' and
deoisive ! Oh, reader, it is such real exoerience. It is so strengthening and establishing. It is so directly contrary to the vagaries
and the well-oalled "shams" of the times in which we live. Of
the boasted "schools of thought," the new lights, fresh discoveries,
and, advanced teaching of the day, it may be said, in regard to all
tests of faith and trials of strength, as David said, with respect to
the armour, the helmet of brass, and coat of mail with which Saul
had furnished' him, " I oannot go with these, for I have not proved
them." . David was ill at ease when thus arrayed. He felt less
secure instead of mOle so. He was in no fighting mood. These
fleshly means and merely human safeguards rather hindered than
helped. Stripling as, he was, he had more faith in the simple
means with which his· God supplied him. He would sooner fall
baok upon the, five smooth stones from the brook, his sling and
his bag, than the sword, and the spear, and the shield with whioh
the God-defying giant was provided. Blessed be God, he personally
and experimentally "knew that name," and with a oourage and
a fearlessness and a Cdnfidence which that great name alone could
impart, David "hasted and, ran toward the army to meet the
Philistine," as sure of' res'ults-as certain of victory-as when,
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within a few seconds, he stood upon the Philistine, and, with that
proud and defiant monster's own sword, struok off his head.
All. I reader, how sweet and how satisfactory are the triumphs
of faith! How simple are the means it employs I How divested of
the very semblance of aught in which our 'p.oor flesh can boast 1
ow, of pure necessity, must the glory be given to Him, and to
im alone, to whom it is due! How clearly is inscribed UP'Q.n
the banners of Immanuel, the great Captain of. salvation, "Not
unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory, for
Thy mercy and for '1'hy truth's sake."
Reader, here for the present we pause. We hope to return ta
the subject in our next.
Stanley Lodge, BU1'ooyne Road, Southsea,
THE EDITOR•.
May 28th, 1888.
TRIAL OF FAITH.

J

\

(, That the trial of yo'w faith, being much ?nore precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with .fire, might be found unto pmise and honour
and glory at the appearing of JCSU3 Christ."-l PETER i. 7.
OH, welcome life, or welcome death,
Or welcome pain at every breath,
If thig is the Refiner's fire,
To purify each heart's desire.
Oh,

for the faith of steadfast
hold,
That, tried, is precious more than
goldThe faith that J csus will approve
When He appears whom we so
love.

Love now, though having not seen,
yet
" Believing, we rejoice," and get
Unspeakable and glorious joyEnough to give our souls employ

In contemplation of faith's endOur souls' salvation-and to send
Our thoughts to that bright portioD.
snre,
Decaying never-fadeless, pu~e.
Then welcome every wave or shock
That makes me. cling to Christ th.e
Rock;
Or every sorrow that but shows
True joy not from earth's sourcell
flows.
But, Lord, Thou needed grace muat
give,
For only in Thy life I live;
';
I cannot do one thing aright
Save by the Holy Spirit's might.

Then, Lord the Spirit, come to me;
Now let my heart be filled with Thee
Oh, make Thy dwelling in my heart,
And never, never thence depart!

Clifton.

j

E. L. T.

CROOKED THINGS.-It is often the medium through which we look
at things that makes things appear crooked. If you slant a stick ill
water, it will appear crooked. And it is thus that we oftPll make
mistakes, and judge an unrighteous judgment. But may the Lord give
us a right vision; and may we look beyond the medium, and' see things
in the light of His countenance.-J. W. Gowl'ing..
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, ~l:t~sitit' ;jofts.
, .lITHE VICTORY·OF ISRAEL WILL NOT'
~ ;'" (!lad, a·'troop shall overcome him.' but

,LI~.':"

lui shall overcome at tM·lasl;"-!.

t,
'
GENESIS xlix. 19.
'
JWILLIAM DELL, minister of the Gospel, who attended the armyilof
'OLIVER' CR:OMtwELL, urrder his Excellency 'Sir THUMAS FAIRFAX, thus
commences one of his discourses to the Church 'of God :"To all the truly faithful, the very little flock qf Christ in these nation~,
·tkspised and' almost wom out, according to the prophecies, for the Word
of God and testimony which they hold. '.Grace. be multip'lied unto
yO}l, and peace; from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ,' our
Head and Hope."
"The very little flock, despised and almost worn out." Deal' man
of God, if you spoke thus in the seventeenth century, what would you
say had you lived to the nineteenth century, and witnessed what we
in these days witness 1 The" very little flock" has grown less and
less, and the "despised and almost worn out" faithful. is increasingly
.~ap'plicable; and yet, with it all, my soul fires at the assurance that
"the Victory of Israel shall not lie." "Gad, a troop shall overcome
him: but he shall overcome at the last." May God help us to deal
with this suhject to our comfort and joy.
And now, before we proceed, we should like just to explain how it
is we have been drawn to it. In a recent Number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE appears the following glowing testimony and request from
HS. H.," of Melbourne, Victoria-CC I love with all my heart, the' Wayside Notes' VV'riter. I have never seen him in the flesh, but have in
the spirit. He tells me' my path exactly," &c. " There are, one or two
passages I would like him to write upon-' Out of the abundance ?f
t.he. heart the m~uth speaketh.' I know it does with him without ,a
doubt. Also,' Heaviness in the heart of a man maketh him stoop,' &6. ;
~~, Gad, a troop shall overcome him [for a time only]: but' he shall
overcome at the last.'''
Dear friend across the seas, oval' sixteen thousand miles. separate
us, but what a mercy that we have the same God, the same hope, thre
same. Saviour, the same throne of grace to go to! Our meetin'g-place is
above. And now I cheerfully respond to your request, just mentioning
that I have already' complied with it as to the first plJ.ssage, under the
words, "My heart is inditing a good matter," &c. j "I speak of things
touching the King," H·My pen is the pen of a ready writer," &c. With
regard to the second passage, "Heaviness in the heart of a ma:n mak~th
him stoop," let me say, if I take up the last theme mentioned, this point
if? sure to come in, for conflict and warfare must be brought before us
.of., such a 'character that at times heaviness oJ;· heart is sure, to be
;experienced.
'0), {'Fo the last passage, then, mentioned by our·) friend-,-" Gad, a· troop
t:shall' overcome him: but .he shall overcome at the last:~'I.' 'ro be,clear,
_----------_......:._--I
'

...'- .. Our Manchester friends will remember that we made this the theme. of
j.

meditation when with them in May.

OU1'
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and, sweep away all the cobwebs of human thought- and conjecture,
let us open the Word fof God before us, and draw out bom the Sl(riptures of truth the following points.
'
I. The TTibe-" Gad."
. II. Tke ,TToop-'-" a· troop shall overcome him."
Ill. The -Triumph-"'but he shalL overcome at the last."
.
Yes, for "the Victory of Israel will- not lie." The' Ohurch of God"
€y;en though represented by - "a'little flock, well-nigh worn out," shall
ljhout "Victory, victory, through the blood of the Lamb!"
. ~ .'
Now, nothing is more touching t'han to witn~ss' a dying saint sitting
up in his' ;bed, and, ere the brittle thread of life is cut, recounting God's
goodness ~o' him by the way, and expressing ,his tr\lst in Him in. that
which is so immediately before him. It is a rare case, for mostly _the
taking' down of the tabernacle and the passage through the v:+lle:r are
of a humil,iating r character, and "the harp of thousand strings" pangs
in untuned confusion. Still, as we have said,- it is sometimes otherwise; and we are told of the dear old patriarch J acob, that et. Israel
strengthened himself, and sat upon his bed.:' What a scene! J oseph,
his beloved J oseph, had taken his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim,
to the bed-side of the dying patriarch, and -J acob blessed the lads,
recount'lng the goodness of the Lord to ·him by the way, and telling
Joseph ~f" his mother's grave, and of his own burial. He blessed all
\ his own children, each as the head of a tribe of Israel, and after
exclaiming, "I have waited for thy salvati6n, 0 Lord," comes down .t-o
Gad, s!tying, "Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last"
.
( .
Now, I have been led to see that these Gadites are so emblematical
of the Lord's own people in the battle of life, that I prop'ose to 'draw
from the Word itself some of those features and characteristics which
set this forth; and first, note_
The Gadites (with the other tribes) leave the land of Egypt (Num. t
24). The 'command came, "Let My people go;" but Satan, who desired
to have them, holds them with determined ·resistance as long as. he can.
The Lord only allows this to magnify - His own glory, and make the
deliverance· the more manifest. When the set time comes, Satan cannot hold ,theJ;ll another moment. Some may not be able to tell 'much,
if anythIng, ·about that set time-very likely not-but they can tell of
deliverance; and can declare, "One thing I know, that whereas I 'fall
blind, now I see." It is sufficient, beloved. It would puzzle any of
us to say much about our natural birth. It is often so with regard t~
our· spiritual. We live-we love-we long-this is our mercy.
And is it not humiliating to think that, after all this mighty work
done for them, there should yet remain ar,y looking back and longing
for Egypt .again 7 But, note that remarkable passage concerning. t1,lem
in their rebellion-" They walk to go, down.into Egypt; they' strengt1,len
themselves in the strength' of Pharaoh, and trust in the shadow of
Egypt" (Isa.' xxx. 2). And, alas! 'we see 'it with mooy Ohristians, ,and
the spirit of the world c~ings to them' sometimes even to th'e.. end:
Such l:ltrength,· however, must be ·their shame, and 'such trust' their
reproach.' f Have the rod they' will; and the sooner tpe better.
'
Personally,.r can say, Bless~d be God, for it is, all of grace I have

1_ _
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no longing for E~ypt. People say, "Why can't you do this and that,
as others do 1 What harm is there in going here or going there as
others do who call themselves Christians 1" My response is, Just
because I have no taste for it. My appetite is gone for what the
world craves, and I loathe what it loves. Put me in worldly society>
and I am a miserable man. Put me in the midst of those whom the
world despises, but whom God loves, and I am at home and happy.
Again, the Gadites "cried to God in the battle" (1 Chron. v. 20t
Ah! beloved, you and I know what this is-to cry to God in the
battle of every-day life. I always like to think that such crying is an
evidence of belonging to "the election of grace." ,,'Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect, who cry day and night unto Me? "
J'danasseh was driven among the thorns, but there was one opening
left him, even the heavens. Upward went his cry in the battle, and
the Lord heard him. Well, it is so with us day by day, hour by
hour, and even night by night. We do know what it is to "cry to'
God in the battle," and we have every assurance that He hears us;
and we must trace, if in our right minds, the preserving and distinguishing grace we realize to the fact that our God is a God hearing;
and a God answering our cries, for we will not call them prayers,
although the same Spirit is in both.
Further, note, the Gadites encamped near the tabernacle, under the fiar!
of Reuben (Num. ii. 10, 14). Oh, it is an important thing to be nearwhere God is worshipped and honoured, and nothing is more precious
than' a faithful ministry. Alas! alas! in these days, where can we find1
it 1 If, dear reader, you are favoured with such a privilege, cherish it
and value it. And to our young friends, especially the fair sex, I would
emphatically say, Keep away from all churches and chapels that tend
towards Rome, and, through thick and thin, be found among" the sect
everywhere spoken against." We do love the" courts of...the Lord""courts of His holiness," as they are called-but for one I must say.
I find those courts chiefly above, and my sanctuary of delight andl
joy is in the heavenly' of heavenlies.
"A glorious high throne from
the beginning" is the place of my sanctuary.
But, again, the Gadifes were frequently taken captive for a time. It is>
not all smooth work in the Christian's progress-far, far from it. Every
child of God knows what the" through much tribulation" means; but
I venture to affirm, it is in that "much tribulation" that we get mosll
of Jesus. The Lord sometimes permits us to pass through very fiery
ordeals, but He is there with us, in the midst of the flames, and OUl"
choicest moments are when we feel Him near in the furnace of affiic~
tion. There will be much in the Christian's career which will be
calculated to bind him in spirit and soul, yet with it all, Christ witb
him, he shall enjoy a liberty the world can neither give nor take away.
But, again, the Gadites acquiesced in the judgments of God. They said
"Amen" to His curses (Deut. xxvii. 13). So did David, and this will
explain much of' his sayings, which on the surface of them seem
severe. He' is simply viewing the will of God concerning sin and its
consequences, and acquiescing in God's judgments as the result. We
mus.t do the same with regard to judgments which inevitably follow
national sins. Dear old England is guilty of many such in these times,

The Gospel Magazine.

401

and,as a consequence, God is visiting her with the rod. He must be .
blind indeed who cannot see this in the deplorable depression which
exists in our agricultural and commercial transactions. It seems as if
the glory of England had departed. Is this not traceable to the fact
that God is not glorified as He ought to be ~
Further, the Gadites were called "men of might, who could handle shield
and buckler, and whose faces were as the faces of lions" (1 Ohron. xii. 8),
Methinks I hear one say, "Then certainly the comparison fails here,
for, far from a 'man of might,' I am a man of perfect weakness and
helplessness." So be it. "He giveth power to the faint, and to them
that have no might He increaseth strength." "Valiant men indeed r
Alas! alas! then I cannot be a Gadite, for of all the cowards to be
found, none can be found a greater than myself." All right, friend E
A good thing to feel it. Your native strength all knocked out of you,_
you are driven to Him who alone can help yau. "The Lord is with
thee, thou mighty man of valour," said the angel to poor, weak,
trembling Gideon, who looked anything but a " mighty man of valour" ;
yet he proved such, the secret being because the Lord was with him,
and raised His weak vessel to "confound the things that are mighty.'"
Again, the Gadites were said to be " swift as the roes upon the mountains ,,(I Ohron. xii. 8). Here again methinks I hear the sigh, "Then I cannoi
be one. I am but a 'creeping thing" in God's ark." Let us test the
point. You are much downcast because deprived of the means of
grace, but you hear of a man of God announced to preach within your
reach. Tell me, is not your spirit at once stirred, and, with divine
panting and longing, you speed your way "swift as a roe upon the
mountains" to the stream of everlasting life 1 I know it is so. Personally I have felt distance as nothing to gain such a privilege, and I
know of some-ah ! not young persons either; far from it-who have
trudged across country fields deep in snow to gain the delight we
refer to. One dear old pilgrim would say to the little group she go~
to join her, "Tread in my footprints," as she made them in the fresh
snow, and so she would trudge on foul' miles from home to reach tha
little Bethel.
This must suffice upon our first point. We now come to think ofn. The tl'OOp-" a troop shall overcome him." How about those troops
that, for the time being, overcome the Ohristian by the way 1 WeH,
strange to say, I must tell you, first and foremost, of a troop that
comes from yourself, dear reader, and myself. Yes, they issue from
the gate of that citadel within, thine own heart. Let the Word tell th~
truthful tale-" Out of the heart proceed evil thought~, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness." There, that is enough-a troop of lusts indeed. "Oh, yes,'~
methinks I hear one say, "but that is out of the heart of a wicked
man." Is it not true, then, that " this infection of nature doth
remain, yea, in them that are regenerated "-that the old nature is
within still, inclined to evil, so that the flesh lusteth always contrary
to the Spirit ~ Dear friends, we have but to look within, and our own
hearts will condemn us. Grace shall and will subdue and keep' under.
But there they are. "Gad, a troop shall overcome him," especially iF
he thinks he is free from _the lusts of the flesh. Nay, if children of
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Gnd, ·we shall have to learn the lesson that we are depend{l!1t every
hour of our lives' on sovereign graceftnd protection.
..' '
Another troop we have to make war with-and a strong troop"too
-is the power of darkness and his agents. Oh, friend, they would, most
certainly overcome us, but they cannot ; and I will tell you why. The
secret .lies 'in.'.our,flear'lskip. Ohrist· is . ' Conqueror for uSI.Listen to
these words.1 ',i ol i.: ,"J'he powers of darkness leagued in vain
," ,

"<,,,

, ",I,' I '

'ro bind our J..JoJ;d in death;
,
HE, shook their kingdom when He feH,
By 'His expiring breath."

If lthis·..is!·,~o-and it is~-·that He has shaken the kingdom of the
power oLdarkness, and crushed its head, in fulfilment, of the first
prophecy and promise of the Bible, what have we to fear 1" 'I 'cannot
help thililkiilg ·that· an invisible battle is going on in the air, or around
the child of God. This is not mere sentiment, but is in keeping with
the testimony of the Prophet's servant, who beheld the mountain full
of ',horses and chariots otfire round about· Elisha (2 Kings vi. 17).
Ah! beloved, we little know how the covenant Head of the Ohurch is
at '.wor:k for our defence ; but I believe we shall know, and a. review of
the way wlill indeed astound us.
.
Another troop that annoy one exceedingly, and whose name' is legion,
compose the' so-called religious world. I cannot do with them at alL
They are so . empty, so" vain-their, language· such poor trash. They
know not the. Janguage of the kingdom; besides which, they 'are ,bitter
a;gainstthe. children of God, and tauntingly say, "What is your Beloved
more than another beloved 1" They wound the tender heart of the
grace-taught. one, and put stumbling-blocks in his way, and rejoice
'greatly"' if they .·can mark anything like foot-slipping. Ah! beloved,
here .is our . joy, in the midst of all_" He will keep the feet ot His
saints.'''
, Another troop we must mention is, the host of earthly w01yies which
day,· by day annoy us. Their name is .legion, and they are like little
midges that torment the flesh. Pharaoh's land was" corrupt by reason
of ,the swarm of flies." Methinks the Ohristian knows what it is. to
have 'his way. corrupt, on account of the swarming and stinging worries
of every-day life.
'
,J' A ,feeling' came ,over me, a. day or' so back, "Just weigh your worry.
Why, you will find the greater part of 'such weight is with regard to
this world-the details of the every-day Me;" But how about the next
world, for concerning thisH

,

Man ,wants bilt little here below,
Nor wimh that little .long" 1

1I

•

'

We acknowledge that the things of the .presenttime must have our
attention, but is" there not. over, much Ilare, ,when, we consider. that the
aU-importankmatt~r is not this world, but the next-not the earthly,
_
.. , ,
bu,t -the eternal1 ,
:' , De.au L.ord" giVie -us ,grace to live i less, to, this world, allG. more ,for
the next. Let us not be, so overcome by worldly worry, but bid us
rise -above the- beggaFiy 'elements of ,tim.e, have our· he\lorts ,'engaged ,ill
j
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heav~nly ',realiti.es, and more absoroedin"Thysetf, So that 'we-may more
deepl}" lel~rn that lesson, "For me to live is Ohrist," then lindeed·"·to
die will be gain."
" My toils and conflicts soon shall cease;
The end is everlasting peace;
Sorrows and sighs shall flee away j
The. end is bliss-eternal day."
.\'t\ (;

I

,e Gad,

,

a'troop shall ov~rcome him." Oircumstances are certainly some~
times most depressing. ( 'It seems as if we were completely done and
beaten. The troop' seems to have overcome us. All hope has fled.
Stay, stay! Oh, miscalculating unbelief ! Is there not 'yet a ,ray of
light, a gleam of sunshine, breaking through the leaden clouds ~ Is
there not a King in Zion, and' are not His smiles still there for Ithee 1
The troop has 'proved strong, it is true, but the Oue loved, and who
loves, will prove Himself stronger than all thy foes. Oast down, but
never cast out; trampled on by the enemy, yet triumphant. A man
may be trampled on, yet not killed; and so it shall be with every
child of God. The trial may Le painful, but it is just the opportunity
for him to use the sword of faith (which is the Word of God) with
greater vigour.
But we must come tonI. The t1'iumph-" but he shall overcome at the last." Let us trace
together some grounds why this must be so; and, to keep to our illus·
tration with regard to the Gadites, we are told that
" The ,wm' was of God" (1 Ohron. v. 22). Beloved, do we sufficiently
recognize the fact that, in our spiritual 'warfare, it is God's battle, not
ours 1 If we use our weapons, we shall find our enemies too. strong
for us; but if we use the weapon of prayer, which is of God's appointing, we shall prevaiL David seems so blessedly to lay hold of this
fact. He says, "Plead my cause, 0 Lord, with them that strive against
me; 1mark] fight against them that fight against me." You see, .he calls
upon God to fight for him, for the battle is not his, but the I Lord's.
Depend upon it, we do not half recognize Ohrist's identity with His
people-our cause His. But there is no mistake about it that-the conflict is sharp and severe, and we have to say and feel, "Mine enemies
live, and are mighty and strong; and they that hate me 'wrongfully
are many in number."· But, be this as it may, let us remember" this
war is of God"; and we may be sure that He will vindicate His own
cause, and bring us out of the conflict triumphant.
'I
. Again, with regard to the Gadites, alld those whom they illustrate,
thei1' names were en,gmven on the breastplate of the high priest.
What a
wonderful sight it must have been, the interior of the Temple,
garnished as it was with precious stones for beauty, and with its
fittings and furnitl,lre, so brig·ht and glorious; while the magnificence
Of the array and appearance of the :high' pries·t, his breastplate 'studded
with jewels, must have been most striking.
There is a point forced upon me of late which I think worth noting,
namely, that, with all the high ritual carried on in the churches .of our
land, all their display is nothing compared to the grandeur of the ritual
of Judaism. Even the Roman Catholic ritual does not approach this.
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It was, as the word' itself says, "exceeding ma.qnificat," while the
present attempt is exceedingly contemptible; for mark this very significant fact, that the present attempt at high ritual is a retrograde
movement. % It is a backward movement towards J udaism. What
become~, then, of the boasted advance and light of the spirit of tho
age 1 The advance really is in the recognition of Christ's kingdom as
a spiritual kingdom, and all that pertains to it is spiritual, not carnal,
and a return to a high ritual is Christ-dishonouring and soul-deceiving.
The priesthood, the tabernacle, and its furniture-the altar and the
sacrifices-were all shadows of beUer things to come, even of Chri&~
and His redemption. He has made atonement for the sins of His people,
and ~herefore bears their names upon His breast of love before the
heavenly throne. "He ever liveth to intercede for them," and therefore they must "overcome at last."
Again, the tribe oj Gad were seaZed-" Of the tribe of Gad were sealed
twelve thousand" (Rev. vii. 5). If we have any special letter to
send to another, we are not satisfied with the ordinary adhesion, but
we seal it, in order that it may be under special care. The Lord's
own are His treasure, specially dear and valuable to Him, for He has
bought them with the price of His own blood, therefore they must
be sealed, even "sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise," bearing
the image and superscription of the King of kings. Of the King
Himself it is said, He was the sealed of God the Father, and His
people are anointed, sealed, and have given them the earnest of the
Spirit in their hearts. Such sealing brings with it divine security,
. and therefore they must "overcome at last."
.
But, again, afte1' the conquest they 1'etumed home "to the land of thew'
possession, whereof they were possessed according to the word of the Lord"
(Joshua xxii. 9). Equally so shall the people of God go in and possess
the promised Canaan. " Not a hoof shall be left behind." This is
the parting promise of the Lord of glory Himself-" In My Father's
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you:
I go to prepare a place for you; and if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself, that where I am
there ye may be also." Blessed be God, it must-it shall-be so, for
our God is true, and "thFl Victory of Israel shall not He."
Note, in further proof of this, that eleven of the Gadites swam th~
Jordan, and joined David in the hold (1 Chron. xii. 8-15). It must
have been a bold thing to do, for Jordan had overflowed its banks at
the timl3, and therefore the plunge and the struggle must have been
the greater, and they must have been endued with marvellous courage.
It appears to me that these eleven were typical of the strong ones
who boldly face the waters of Jordan with a strong faith, but these
are but few. By far the greater number feel more like sinking than
swimming. But, for all this, "underneath"-ah! and deep down-Cl are
the everlasting arms," so that the weak and fearful are as safe as
• Low CHURCH ANn HIGH CHURCH.-By one of those strange inversions of terms
t.hat characterizes theology, those who look up to Christ glorified in the hightmt
heavens are termed" Low Church," whilst the party of a sacrificing priesthood,
who locate Christ on au altar helow, are called" High Church."-Aust1·atian RecQrd.
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the strong swimmer. Take the comfort of - this fact, weak and trembling one.
:Mark with us, lastly, that the Gadites we?'e at the coronation of David.
What about the Greater than David 1 All along the way I find myself
saying, "Crown Him Lord of alL" What will it he to witness that
crowning, when the great white throne is brought to view, and amidst
gathered millions Jesus is seen, crowned indeed Lord of all 1 I long
to fall at His feet. I long to behold Him glorified. 'i(. Beloved, it shall
not be a disappointed longing, for "Gad, a troop shall overcome him:
but he shall overcome at the last."
But to sum up, briefly, reasons why the Lord's dear people shall
"overcome at last." They must do so on the ground of the etemal choice
of the Father, as our Lord said, "Father, I will that they also whom
Thou hast given Me "-mark, "they whom Thou hast given Me""shall be with Me where I am." God's people are God's gift to
Christ-will be where Christ is, which is in heaven, therefore they
must "overcome at last."
Again, on the ground of the covenant of grace. We are told in the
\,yord that the Spirit of the new covenant "giveth life." If so,
depend upon it, He will never take it away, and therefore, all that
are interested in the covenant of grace must "overcome at last."
Again, pn the ground of the wode of Ch1·ist. God's people are" bought
with a price," even His own blood. They are therefore too valuable for
Him to lose, and so must ,. overcome at last."
Again, on the ground of the word of Chnst-" My sheep hear My
voice," &c. "I give' unto them eternal life,· and they shall never
perish," &c.
Again, on the ground of the glO1'y of Christ. He desired that they
"should behold His glory" ; and, depend upon it, "He will see of the
travail of His soul, and be satisfied." He will never be a disappointed
Saviour, and therefore they" shall overcome at last."
And just once more. God's people must" overcome at last" on the
ground of the work and pOlcer of the Holy Spirit, for He who hath begun
the good work will carry it on to the day of the Lord, therefore they
~annot be lost by the way, but must and will, everyone- of them,
., appear before God in Zion," triumphant in the entry into the
heavenly kingdom, victorious through the blood of the Lamb.'
But it is time we wound up our reel of divine teachings, and to
remind you that we have seen how the tribe of the Gadites, in their
experience and course, was highly suggestive of the way and welfare of
God's people. They left the land of Egypt at the set time, and,
stra.nge to say, in their rebellion walked towards it again with longing
gaze,and professed to desire to live under the shadow of Pharaoh.
Then they" cried unto God in battle "-the token and evidence of God's
elect. They encamped near the tabernacle. I would rather sit at the
threshold of the place where God's true worshippers gather, than
"dwell in the tents of wickedness."
They were frequently taken cap----------------------,-------". So do wc, brothe;', so do we!
" Yanity is all I see;
Lord, I long to be with Thee."--:"'ED.
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tive for a time, and seemed to be overcome. They acquiesced in God's
judgments, and said "Amen" to His curses. Grace blends and bends
our wills to God's. They were called "men of might," but it was
God's might, not theirs; and in His strength they handled shield and
buckler. They were "swift as roes. upon the mountains," when the
water of life was in view. Then we traced how varied troops for a
time seem to overcome them, such, for instance, as the lusts of the
flesh, their own besetting sins, the temptations of Satan, and the everyday perplexities and worries of life, together with opposing religionists,
who swarm about the little sect everywhere spoken against. And then
we drew attention to the grounds of their overcoming at h,t-hecause
the war was of God; because their names are engraven on the breastplate of the High Priest, and ever in His sight; because of the choice
of the Father; the covenant of grace; the work, and word, and promise of Christ, as well as sharers with Him in His glory; and because
the work within them is the work of the Spirit, and consequently,
cannot be attended with flaw or failure. And then, relati.ve to triumph,
we sa'w that, after the conquest, they returned home. They swam the
Jordan, and were at the coronation of David.
What say you to these things, dear "very little flock, nearly worn
out " 1 What say you, dear friend, to them-you that are so many
miles across the seas 1 Do the lessons of truth gained sound the right
ring 1 Do they commend themselves to your spiritual judgment 1 God
be praised, if it be so.
Hope on, friend, hope on! God will be true to His ,Vord of promise.
Trust Him! Trust Him! It is our comforc and consolation to know
that, however dark the clouds above and around us, the children of
God must triumph in Him who is their Strength and S,alvation.
Cast down they may be often, but never cast out, for, depend upon
it, His chosen tribes shall at last stand within the everlasting gates
to prove the truth of our mot,to-

"THE VIOTORY OF ISRAEL WILL NOT LIE,"
for
" Their calling, growth, and robes they wearTheir conflicts, trials, daily careAre for them well arranged above
By God's predestinating love."

Burton-on-Trent.

G. C.

I D~ say that, so long as I cannot see any pulsation to indicate that
there is life, though there may be the garb of outward profession, I
cannot believe that the reality of the thing is there.-Krause.
ONE word spoken in faith is better than a thousand prayers in a
formal, lukewarm way. I myself have often found that, when I can
say but this word, "Father," it doth me more good than when I call
Him by any other Christian name.- Bunyan.
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HEARTINESS IN RELIGI,ON.
THE religion of Jesus Christ is truly the religion of the heart. If our
hearts, therefore, are unaffected by its tender, yet pl)werful in£!.uences.. we
can have no claim to be called the Saviour's disciples. It may seem
singular that such a theme as heartiness in religion should be thought
necessary to be brought before Christian readers. A little reflection,
however, will enable us to see that, eV8n among Church memlJers, there
are Christians and Christians, so that the subject of heartin~ss in our
profession is one which is calculated, under the Master's blessing, to
awaken and strengthen us in our important and vital service.
Our thoughts have been lately directed to the great salvation which
we profess to have received, and the almost indifference with which we
work it out. It would seem as if we could be hearty in anything and
everything but tr.ue religion. The things of time and} sense are so apt
to assert the supremacy. Yes, brethren, our businesses, our social
duties, our pleasures and recreations-these we can find time to attend
to, and even pursue with heartiness, while the great Master's work is
secondary, and as such, but slightly lays hold of our entire natures.
There can be no heartiness in our religion except God' be first in
everythi~g. He must be supreme, or He is nowhere; for if He is not
in that exalted position in the Christian's heart, then an'other has
usurped His place, robbing Him of His service and love, as well as
the glory to which He is justly entitled.
',
In the parable of the sower, only one out of all the soils 'mentioned
was really good, and that is described as an honest and good ground,
because it received the seed heartily, and brought forth fruit abundantly. I often think that, if we could honestly describe the way in
which we personally received this divine Word, it would account for
all our future religious characteristics-our comparative ;supineness, or
our singular heartiness.
We live in an age when there is a tendency to make the attainment
of salvation too easy. The consequence is, men are seldom well grounded
in the difficulties of Christian life, and therefore cannot become hearty
in the pursuit of its enemies, or the possession of its verities. The
Master knew better than this, and He said, "Strive to enter in at the
strait gate, for many, I say unto you, will 'seek to enter in, and shall not
be able." But they who thus enter in are those who become His hearty
followers.
Religion is so serious, so enthralling, when we receive it into our
souls, that we may reasonably doubt our PQssession of it, unless it gives
us heartiness in its pursuit; and that can never be except' 'Christ be
our real Master, so that we' place everything else in subjection to His
service.
How many of Uli can say, "This one thing I do" ~ Supposing the
Master w;ere to come to each of us ill 1 our numerous congr,eg~tion.s, and
say, "He that hateth not father and mother, and wife and children, and
brethren and sisters, yea, and his own life also; he oannot be My
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<disciple "-" And whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be My disciple "-how many would be able to say,
«Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee with a supreme love, and do
<:ount all things but loss that I may win Thee" 1· Let us remember that
we are judged in the world by the words of our Master. Worldly men
know enough of Scripture to know that, in order to be a true disciple
(If Christ, they must give up all and follow Him; and, judging His
iProfessed followers by this measure, they come to the conclusion that
they are as good as they; and without religion, are even better, because
more honest, than the multitude of its protessors.
Brethren, do not such professors thus place a stumbling-block in the
way of others, hindering the Gospel which we declare with our lips, and
fail in our lives to show that we are not our own, but His who bought
us with a price, not of silver and gold, but with His own precious blood 1
Oh, how few of us are showing heartiness in religion by living a life of
faith in the Son of God, "who loved us, and gave Himself for us "! And
yet we sometimes sing" Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my life, my soul, my alL"

Take the subject of conversation among professing Christians. What
appears to be their uttermost thought 1 Is it not supremely the things
(If the flesh 1 We do not say that these should be ignored, for that is
impossible. But how is it that, when we talk of spiritual things, it
becomes too often the signal for a solemn pause, some low murmured
:general assent, and an instant· change of the subject 1 Our Lord told
us that" out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." If this
'be true, and we know that it is, are we not condemned out of our own
mouths 1 "Yes," we say, "there is so much cant abroad, and so we
;refrain from talking of sacred things, lest we might bring religion into
<:ontempt." Yet, brethren, cant misrepresents something that is true
and noble. If there were no earnest, God-fearing men, who speak out of
the abundance of their hearts, do you suppose there would be this
dreadful counterfeit 1 A tradesman might as well say, "I find that
there are so many base coins and forged notes in circulation, therefore
1 am resolved to refuse money altogether." Brethren, this is only
.another form of the deception and wickedness of our own hearts, and
:shows how easily we deceive ourselves.
Heartiness in religion is manifest also by constant and punctual attendance on the means of grace. I am old-fash~oned enough to know
.and believe that in the Lord's house are to be found and received more
blessings than anywh~re else, for is it not written, "The Lord loveth the
.gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob" 1
. It pains my heart when I see so many, calling themselves the Lord's
people, who suffer the most trifling thing to keep them away from the
Lord's house. It-scarcely needs to threaten rain, in order to give them
.an excuse for their absence. "Can we not," say they, "stay at home, and
read' our Bibles, and excellent books and periodicals, so ably and interestingly. written, and receive as much good as assembling ourselves with
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a number of other Christians" ~ We answer, "No, you cannot set aside
the command that we should assemble ourselves together"; and we
speak by blessed experience, and we have at our back the whole army
of hearty and earnest Christians who have said, and can say, "A day
in Thy courts is better ,than a thousand." .
" To Thy temple I repair;
Lord, I love to worship there,
When within the veil I meet
Christ before the mercy.seat."

How many servants of Christ are weighed down and depressed, when
they ascend the pulpit or platform, to find so few in readiness to commence divine service; and when the discourse is delivered, the very
parties whose cases have been particularly provided for, conspicuous
by their absence. How many who are constant and punctual at their
business, recreation, and domestic duties, treat their Lord altogether
different from what they treat these necessary, but inferior things.
Heartiness in religion is also shown by joining heartily in the services. <,
Is it not true that we frequently permit and expect others to do by
proxy, what we are bound by our Lord to do ourselves ~ Take, for
instance, singing. How frequently we see those who understand music,
listening and criticising the voices of their fellow-worshippers, instead
of rendering all the aid they can by their own voices to produce
harmonious and powerful psalmody! Singing in the house of the Lord
must be hearty and general. What power there was in the singing
of Paul and Silas in the Philippian gaol! What power in the singing
of the martyrs in Bishop BONNER'S coal-hole, disturbing him from his
night's slumber! How the multitude sang when they came to listen
to GEORGE WHITEFIELD! How sad to think that so many professed
Christians delight in secular music, who in the house of God are dumb!
This neglect of duty frequently leads them to find fault with those
who are truly earnest.
" Saints below, with heart and voice,
Still in songs of praise rejoice;
Learning here, by faith and love,
Songs ot praise to sing above."

< •

Heartiness in religion will manifest itself by engaging in some Ch~is-.
tian work. Can we belij:lve in those who say they have obtained salvation, peace, and joy for themselves, and who sh0w by their conduct.
that they are indifferent as to whether others obtain it or no ~ For
what is salvation 1 Is it not essentially a new and divine life created in
the soul by the Holy Spirit 1 Does it not profess to be the life of
Christ in the soul, as Paul so well describes it when he says, "I live.
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me" 1
Let us, then, test our lives by this principle, and ask ourselves, What
sort of a life was our Lord's upon earth 1 Was it not emphatically
going about seeking and saving that which was lost 1 Did He not weep
over guilty Jerusalem, and at last die the death of the cross that
sinners might be saved 1 And, when He was about to ascend to His
2

E
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tnt-one' abov,e, did 'He not.command: His dls<::iples to go arid
G~sp~1 to :every c~eature, beginning at 'Jerusalem", 1

,I preach

tho

" Did Christ o'er sinners weep 1
And shall our tears be dry 1 "

If, then, we say that we are His followers, what, are we doing to forward His religion 1 for, if we are taking no part in the advancement
of His kingdom, we give no evidence of having received a spiritual
life from Him. Heartiness in religion cannot sit with its arms folded.
, I remember an interesting case of a hearty Christian worker who,
th9ugh a poor'man, yet, by his earnest,ness and singleness of eye, establi~h,ed a Sunday School, which afterwards became a large and prosperous
. OOI).gregatior;tal Church, and likewise formed a sick relief society, giving
a . few. shillings a we,ek out of his own pocket, for the purpOSe of
visiting and pray\ng with poor affiiqted persons, and both of these
institutions are still in existence, after a lapse of more than eighty
years!
.. '
'
'04,'1:>rethren, what an amount of 'usefulness does the Church lose by
the want of heartiness in its members,!
" While carnal men, with, all their might,
Earth's v'anities pursue,
How sluw the advances which I make,
With heaven itself in view!"
'(To be continued.)

: "TaE

EMPEROR

FREDERICK'S ,'FAVOURITE

HYMN."

UNDER the heading of "The Emperor .Frederick's Favourite Hymn,"
the music-shops in Berlin are exhibiting a hymn set to music by
ROBERT RADECKE. The words are by ERNESi' 'VON WILLICH, the
only son of EHRE~FR!ED VON WILLICH, the stepson of SCHLEIERMACHER, composed' at twelve years of ,age, when the boy lay on the
bed from which he never rose again. The hymn, and the tune to which
it is set, pleased the present Emperor so much that he often ordered
it . to be sung, and so it has got to be accepted as his favourite.
In
as close a translation as possible the hymn runs as follows"Wh,en the Lord me sorrow sends,
. . Let me bear it l'latiently;
Lifting up the heart in prayer,
'Cqmfort He will not deny:
.Therefore Jet there come what will,
In the'Lord my heart is still.

Though the heart is oftep. wea)i:,
, 11). despair, and all fprlornWhen in days of utmost pain,
Nut a day of joy will dawn'Tell it: let there come what will,
In the Lord ~ll pain is still.

So I pray, 0 Lord my God, ,
That my faith and hope may stand;
Then no care I know, nor need
Guided ever by Tl1y hand:,
.
Therefore let there come what will,
In thu Lord my heart is s~ill.
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Tb THE SUPERINTENDENTS AND TEAOHERS OF ST.
LUKE'S SUNDAY SCHUOLS, BEDMINSTER.
My DEAR FRIENDS AND FELLOW,LABOURERS,-The prospect of again
meeting you at Salisbury, at one of our annual gatherings, affords me,
real pleasure. Earnestly do 1 desire and heartily pray that it may
prove to be a season of mutual satisfaction and refreshment.
Although the change, to my native air and the many sea-trips I have
taken have beeh' of material benefit to my general health, I still labour
under the same difficulty in reading or speaking that necessitated my
eeasing from any public service, I have never preached or spoken in
public since I left you, for, if I attempt to read only a few sentences
aloud, or to talk 3: little, the throat at once becomes irritated, and sets
me coughing.
Under thelle circumstances, therefore, in prospect of again seeing you,
I have resolved to endeavour to commit to writing, and to send through
the press, what I should like to say to you at the forthcoming meeting.
First, then, let me remind you, my dear friends, of our last ,annual
assembling together at Berkeley. What various thoughts and reflections
does it cali up to remembrance! You will, I doubt not, recollect what I
said to you on that occasion. How advanced years, as far as I was
concerned, could but remind me that, many and agreeable as our
annual gatherings had been, my last time of being of your number
eould not be far ofI'. I at least must soon be missing. Need I remind
you of what has since taken place ~ Within six months, one who had
been longest with us, as a most zealous and ardent labourer in our
schools, although at the time in comparative health, was removed by
the hand of death! I could but regard that as a very specially solemn
fact, inasmuch as her usual cbeerfulness and activity would seem to
have betokened yet many years uf labour.
Again, I need not remind you of others far younger in point of age
than our old friend Mrs. ANDREWS, who were likewise called hence.
Had our opinion been asked, we should have expressed our belief that
many years were in reserve for their continuance among us. Dear
STEVENS and BRITTON, as well as the beloved Miss DALTON, we should
have supposed would have far outlived those more advanced in years;
but in this, as well as in nUlIiberless other respects, events have proved
that "God's thoughts are not as our thoughts, nor His ways as 'our
ways."
, '
,
Although, through distance ~n regard to residence" dear Miss KELLY
was not associated with us in Sunday School service, yet she worshippE!d
with us, and was at times with us at our annual outings. She too
has, with comparative suddenness, b"en called to her long home! How
significant are these facts! How they beslleak the positive ur;lCertaiI).ty
(If earthly things! How they provE! the folly of all human calculations!
How, at the, same time, they suggest the necessity,and the desirableness
(If "setting our affections upon things above, and not on things on the
earth," for "here we have no continuing city. This is not our rest: it
is polluted."
How much have I been reminded of the changing; nature of all
things here, since I have been withdrawn from you. Although, ,as you
2 E 2
\
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know, 1 am a native' of Portsmouth, and have been in the habit of
visiting it for many years past-often twice in the, year-during the
eleven weeks we have been here I only remember to have recognized
but one solitary person' in passing or re-passing up and down the
neighbourhood. What greater proof of mortality could one have If
Well may such facts remind us of the words we have so often sung
together- .
" Change and decay in all around I see;
o Thou who changest n9t, abide with me!"

Ah! my dear friends, how these simple lines, as well as, " We've nc>
abiding city here "-" What will it be to be there ~ ',_cc Dear Lord,
remember me "-remind me of days gone by-of the many, many
. happy seasons we have passed together in the house of God. Often,
I assure you,' when' uniting with you in these and other songs of praise,
I have felt as though heaven had begun' on earth. In feeling, I' have
been then and there translated to the upper and the better world.
My very soul has been entranced. I have longed to take wing and
soar away. Oh, how I have secretly wished the Lord to take me there
and then! I have indeed been loth to leave that sacred pulpit. I
could indeed. say, with the poet" My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."

Again, I have mentally exclaimed, with Dr. W ATTS" My soul would leave this heavy clay
At that triumphant word;
Run up with, joy the heavenly way,
To embrace my dearest Lord."

Again, with the immortal TOPLADY, I have said" If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee 1"

. Ah! this reminds me of the parting words of dear Mrs. ANDREWS, at
our last interview. Said she, "If we never meet again on earth, we shaH
have time above to'talk of the blessings of the last nine-and-twenty years."
Oh,' how these facts melt and mellow my heart! The pulpit! the pulpit l'
Shall I ever occupy that sacred spot again ~ Will there' be-can
there ever be-a renewal of former by-gone privileges and blessings t
Ah! will they ever occur again ~ Will those ·blessed seasons ever be
renewed ~ Shall I ever again, I ask, enjoy the privilege of addressing
you from' that loved pulpit-one, to me, of the most sacred spots OIll
earth ~ Well may I call ita" heavenly place in Christ Jesus." What
momentous questions are these with me-questions which I can by n()
means reply to, for I have no light whatever on my future pathway.
The Lord has not seen' fit to give me any insight into what are 'His.
divine' 'intentions concerning me. Hence' how often, from the' very
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d-epths of my inmost soul, I cry, "0 Lord, I am oppressed;' unqertake
for me !"
,
Hence, my dear friends"you have in your minister' a positive demollstration of the falseness ·of the charges brought against what is !called
high '(or Calvinistic) doctrine-that it leads to presumption, carelessness,
recklessness, and indifference to walk and conversation. Apart from
the personal knowledge of the mode of life I have lived among you for
well-nigh thirty yt;ars, and the testimony uniformly proclaimed both
/from pulpit and press during that period, my present state of mind, and
the deep exercises through which I am called to pass, ought assuredly
to have weight with you in denial and contradiction of the libellous
<lharges against the right holding and dissemination of those doctrines
()f grace which I have long preached, as far as my humble ability. is
concerned, and which I still hold lj.S dearer to me than my very life.
The longer I live, the dearer and the more ,indispensable those precious
doctrines of grace become in my estimation.
What, however, I have so specially in view in this address is, to urge
upon you the due consideration of the value and importance of the
means of grace. Oh, the blessings, as well as the sacred privileges, of
the sanctuary! Be assured they can never be over-estimated. It is in
their interruption or withdrawal that their true value is-and that only
b measure and degree-discovered. Let sickness, deafness, or any other
of the many ailments or infirmities to which poor human nature is subjected, present themselves, and then, oh, how great is the privation
<that follows! Let a loved minister be removed from his people, or a
devoted people be severed from him, and then how great the chan~e!
how vast the blank! how real and how painful the difference! How
gladly would both the one and the other recall the past, and seek, the
!renewal and revival of by-gone scenes and seasons!
If our present position, d~ar friends-my being seve~ed from you--'
should be attended with no other result than increased regard and
additional value of the means of grace, both upon my part and your
()wn, I shall feel that this visitation has not been in vain. I assure
you, no words can fully express what I feel, especially as the Sabbaths
It'eturn, in being deprived of the ordinances of the sanctuary. I am
occupied, it is true, for I cannot be content to be otherwise; but even
<though I may be writing or reading, and that upon the one great and .
glorious theme, such engagement fails to come up to the standard of
the sanctuary services. There is still, the void-the terrible blank!
Oh, how I sigh and cry for the pulpit! I often mentally exclaim,
. " Would that I had past opportunities over again!" As far as present
feelings are concerned, how I would value them-how endeavour to
tura, them to far better account than, alas! I ever did. I do trust,
my dear friends, you may learn by what, I suffer in this respect.

Sunday JJtloming.
Th.e foregoing, my dear friends, I had pencilled on ship-board
yesterday, whilst taking my eighth trip (during the last, three weeks)
to'Ryde, Cowes, and Southampton. Just as we were about. to start,
upon our return ,from the latter place, who should I see come on board
but the Rev:. J. H. GRAY, Rector of Keynsham 1 Our meeting was, of
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course, a mutual surprise. As we stood glanping at the town and its
surroundings, Mr. GR,~'y said that he was just re~inded of his
previous visit, forty years ago, whim he had just landed" upon his
return 'from his missionary course in India. " Ah !" thought I, as we
looked round upon the' Millbrook shore,hard by where Dr. WATTS
wrote his well·known 'hymn, "There 'is a land of pure delight""there is where, fifty-eight years ago, at early Sabbath morn, the Lord
c'aused me to sing of delivering grace and mercy, at a time of deep
anxiety, perplexity, and care, alld when (humanly speaking) there
appeared: not the semblance of hope; but, in the face of that 'cieath
upon the promise,' and in spite of the seeming hopelessness of my
cause, the Lor'd ratified and confirmed that delivering grace and mercy
. for which I then prospectively blessed and praised His ever-great and
adorable name." Oh, my dear friends, if one season more than
another of my little eventful life ca11s for self-reproach and rebuke, on
account of present doubts and fears, ingratitude and distrust, it is
that special season of which I now speak. The remembrance is s()
vivid~the deliverance was so marked of God, as being in such most
thorough distinctiveness from all human aid or fleshly interferencethat at this so distant day I sink into 'the utmost creature-loathing, as
I contrast the divine goodness and mercy, forbearance and long-suffering, still exercised towards me. I am ashamed of myself that 1 should
ever for a moment call in question future kindness and divine faithfulness and a11-sufficiency in regard to the little residue of one's time-state.
Moreover, as my friend and I stood gazing upon the town, the tall
spire of St. Michael's and the high tower of Holy Rood standing within
a few hundred yards of each other, reminded me of the fact that, in
both those churches, I had again arid again spoken in my ever-dear
Lord and Master's name, and that, too, within a very short aistance of
where I had told him, sixty·two years ago, if He would but reveal
Himself to me as a sin.forgiving God- '
" Then would :i tell to sinners round
What a dear Saviour I had found;
I'd point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God I' ,
Further, the circumstances under which I first preached there were
of the most striking and fear-rebuking character, and, as events' proved,
stood in such immediate connection' with my, appointment to dear
St. Luke's, Bedminster.
But, my dear friends, when Mr. GRAY told me that the object of·
his present 'visit to these parts was., that he might preach' three times
on the coming day at Cowes, in the,. Isle of Wight; this! only served
to stir up both regret, andc envy' u,pon my part-regret at my own
prospective silence on the 8abbath; envy of the sacred privilege that
~waited him. Yes, the meeting thus with an old friend and near
parochial fellow-labourer only served to intensify the keenness of my
feelings, as just before recorded in my address to you.
We11, dear friends, to sum up my remarks, and in order to avoid
wearying you with too long an address," I, would just say, Be it
yours to seek to avail yourselves of present opportunities. May your
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earnest cry at the mercy-seat be, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do ~ Show me Thy will and Thy way, and give me grace to w,~lk
in accordance therewith."
" ".
Again, may the Lord give you increasingly to see and feel that
"you are not your own, but bought with a price"; and may He,
therefore, give you grace to "glorify Him in your bodies and.in your
spirits, which are His."
May He, moreover, cause you to feel the
brevity of time-the mere moment, as it were-afforded you for doing
some little for Him who has done so much for you. Oh, my dear
friends, I can give you no idea, by any poor words of mine, of what
I personally feel in this respect. My little life, extending, as you are
aware, to seventy-and-seven years, presents itself to my mind as a
mere d1'eam I I say to myself, "Where am I ~ What am I ~ What
have I been doing all my life long ~ What have I to show in a way
of practical gratitude for the Lord's marvellous goodness and mercyloving-kindness an'd forbearance -to me?"
This is the language <;If
my inmost soul before a heart-searching, rein-trying God. Oh, then,
in the face of such facts upon the part of one who has, for fifty
years, been prof~ssedly engaged in the Lord's work, how will men-,
stand who have lived for themselves, and sought to turp. to their
own personal use those talents or means' with which they have been
entrusted for a little season as loans from their great Creator apd
Benefactor ~ Seek, dear friends, to keep these thoughts in mind, and
remember-again I say, relT.ember-that "ye are. not your own." ,
I think yOll will admit that, in my humble and imperfect ministrations among you, and that for so many years, I have uniformly sought
to impress this fact upon you, so that you should practically arid personally exclaim, "What can I render to the Lord for all the, penefits
He hath bestowed upon me? How can I serve Him ~ What woul?-.
He have me to .do ~ How can I apply to His use, and for His service,
that with which He has seen fit so condescendingly to entrust me ~.,~
Be assured, dear friends, these are thoughts and a heart-scrutiny which
will, sooner or later, present themselves-upon a sick-bed, or in prosp~p~
of appearing before the great Judge of quick and dead, if not sooner.
However humbling the position, I candidly tell you these are among
my dai~y searchings of heart, combinlld with just self-reproach' for
slothfulness, self-seeking, and flesh-and-blood gratification-a deep-felt.
consciousness of which leads to the· ready acknowledgment of th~
Saviour's words, "Having done all, say, We are unprofitable servants'.'·
Ah! yes, unprofitable indeed; and marvellous indeed it is that He
ehould in any wise accept such services. And, if such, be the' case,
what becomefl of the futile hope and the vain supposition of those who
so deceptively and delusively imagine that they will be accepted for
their works and their poor, paltry" worthless creature-doings~. Oh, no,
my friends, no-a thousand times no! Remember, I pray you, what has
been so uniformly set before you-" By grace are ye saved, througp.
faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of WQrks j
lest any man should boast."
.. '
Your loving Friend and Pastor,_
D.

Stanley Lodge, Bltrgoyne Road,

So~dhsea

A.' DOUDNEY..
'

May 27th, 1888.'
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LIFE'S LABYRINTH; OR, THIRTEEN YEARS' RESIDENCE IN
THE SOUTH OF THE UNITED STATES, FROM 1851
TO 1864.
WITH AN INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF ADVENTURES DURING THE WAR.
By MRS. FILE, LATE, MRS. AMELIA COOKE.
CHAPTER XII.-CoPY OF CONSUL'S LETTERS, AND THE FIRE.
"Richmond, May 22nd, 1863.
";MADAM,-I received your letter of the 12th inst. on the 16th ditto,
. and I have awaited the arrival of our mes;;enger from Washington before replying to it, hoping thereby to have the pleasure of forwarding
to you some news from England, but I regret to state that nothing
has come for you.
"I am sorry to learn that General MILROY has treated you with such
little consideration j but the Non-intercourse Act passed in the North
would bar you from making any purchases thereto be introduced
South. I cannot do so either. Nothing but official letters are allowed
to pass to and fro.
"General MILROY has no power delegated to him to force you to
take any oath of allegiance to the United States.
"I am, madam, your obedient servant,
"GEO. MOORE."
"Mrs. Amelia Cooke, Luray, Page CC'. , Va."

After this I resumed my school, thus endeavouring to divert my
mind from the war and all its annoyances. My pupils were ready to
return, and our thoughts were soon concentrated on our studies. There
was an attachment existing between us which war could not sever. To
my great joy, I received another letter from the British Consul, as
follows :"Richmond, June 9th, 1863.
, "MADAM,-I have just received two letters-one from Mr. CROWE,
and one from Mr. BAKER-both of which I herein enclose and send
by, express to you. Any reply you may have to make must be written
to me, and I will communicate it. Pray make it as succinct as possible,
for I have no time to spare. Give me the exact address that I am
to write to. I shall probably leave this country shortly myself for good.
"Your obedient servant,
"GEO. MOORE."
Though I had so long been waiting for letters from my friends, yet
they came quite unexpectedly, and my joy on receiving them was great.
My dear' brother informed me that he and other relatives had written
to me several times, but their letters had not reached me. The
epistles w:hich I had now, received were truly sympathizing, and there
was a general desire in my family for me to return, if possible. They
generously and affectionately informed me, if I could get to New
York, my passage to England would be paid by them. This exhibition
I
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of true tenderness towards me, on the part of my relatives, encouraged
me greatly, and my dear child and I shed tears of gratitude fQr such
unlooked-for kindness, though we knew not how long it might be before
we could make arrangements to depart from our Virginian home. From
this time, of course, our desire to return to England increased j' but
there was another severe trial awaiting us, before our departure.
We were enabled to continue school duties almost without any
interruption from the armies. There were occasionally scouting parties
pouring in to annoy us, but they were soon off again.
Our school-house was a detached building, the windows of which
faced the side of the dwelling-house. On the 10th of November, a
cold, windy morning, I entered the school-room as usual, and proceeded
to hear my classes, when suddenly one of my pupils observed smoke
issuing from an attic window of the dwelling-house, and, on her
drawing my attention to it, I exclaimed, "The building is on fire!"
Books were instantly laid aside, and we hastily gave the alarm; but
none of the men were about the premises, and Mr. COFFMAN had just
left the house. We sent in every direction for assistance, but, before
any could be found, the flames were extending along the entire roof
of the house. It was a large brick building, with shingled roof-that
is, pieces of wood cut like tiles, with which most of the roofs of
houses are covered. Mr. COFFMAN, on reaching home, endeavoured,
with the help of his men, to extinguish the flames; but he soon found
it was useless, and advised us to secure all we could, as the whole
roof had ignited, and would fall in very shortly. On hearing this, we
hastened upstairs and threw our things out of the windows. In a
few minutes-perhaps a quarter of an hour-flames flushed into the
windows, and we were compelled to make our escape. I had my dear
husband's Bible in my hand, thinking I would protect that, when some
one pulled me out of my room, saying I should be suffocated. When
I got out of the house, I found my darling child weeping bitterly,
fearing I should be burnt. Oh, how her tender little heart was
relieved on seeing me! There was an orchard situated exactly
opposite the house, into which we all went, to witness the sad disaster,
for none of us could assist in procuring or saving anything. There
were then about twenty-four boarders, who were my pupils. We stood
almost motionless, .gazing. on the dreadful scene. The flames played
about as if in sport, heedless of our agonies. Windows were demolished, and floors fell through. Our boxes and clothes were burning,
and shelves of my precious books, which my dear husband had carefully selected, were seen falling into the flames. Oh, what a sight to
behold! and indescribably sad were our feelings. Very soon there were
only the chimneys and fQur brick walls standing. No shelter but our
'school-room was left. We stood amazed, and knew not where to go
or what to do. Neighbours came to comfort us, and offered us shelter
at their homes, and by evening we were all scattered in every direc"
tion.
Mr. and Mrs. COFF!lIAN ana family remained in the school. What
an appalling evidence that" we know not what a day nor an hour
may bring forth"! My dear child and I were taken to a comfortable
home j but, though we fully appreciated our friends' great kindness,
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yet we ·could scarcely be comforted. We were both in a 'state of
dreadful agitation.
The next morning, we went to look upon the ruins I?f our lost
home, and found it was still burning. I could see heaps of my books
lying in the ashes, but conld not secure any of them. Mr. and Mrs.
COFFMAN seemed calm and composed, though they had lost so much.
Their property was not insured. My pupils returned to the spot, )lot
to resume their studies, but to weep, and to bid me adieu. The. fire
originated through a stove pipe which passed through the roof of the
house, and had caught alight. It was supposed the fire might have
been smouldering some days in the roof before it was discovered. At
first we imllgined that the premises had been maliciously set on fire, and
. were very glad to discover the origin.
It must be remembered that the clothing we had lost could not
easily be replaced, for not a particle could be purchased in the
South except through blockade runners, therefore it made our position
doubly painful.
At the commencement of the war, I ,determined
that my dear Lizzie should have sh0es, and bought several pairs for
her; but my folly in this matter of laying up things was plainly dis.
covered to me, for, on the morning of the fire, my child had, unobserved
by me, kept her slippers on-a pretty little pair I had worked for
her, and which she prized very much. All her other shoes were burnt,
and it was some time before I could procure another pair for her.
My trials now seemed to have come to a crisis. How could I endure
any more 1 I began to bemoan my situation, and almost yielded to that
detestable melancholy produced by self·pity, and began to imagine nobody's
troubles equalled my own. How apt we are, when any gre9.t calamity
befalls us, to forget the· mercies which have been so graciously and
undeservedly bestowed upon us, and only to look at the blackest side of
the' picture, bemoaning our condition! How displeasing such a frame of
Illind must be to God, when He has assured us, in His Word, that "all
,things shall work together for good to those who love Him." What a
great crime ingratitude is, and yet how often we exhibit it, even when
we are experiencing the richest blessings, though in'such a form as may
be offensive or even painful to our natural tastes! Even afRiction often
proves a blessing, for we are taught by it our entire dependence on God,
and our own utter helplessness.
Thus it was with me in this dispensation of God'Eb-p'rovidence. I felt
utterly unable to plan any fresh undertaking for myself, and, knew not
where to go. Mr. COFFMAN had a small house at the mill, where he
and his family could d well for a while, but there was not room for
me., Ndthing could be done but; ·as Mr. COFFMAN would say, 'wait
-a most painful task; when you feel something must be done at once"
but, wait I must. There was 110 remedy at hand. After a few days,
Mr. CHAPMAN, of Luray, whose daughters had been pupils of mine,
determined" if I would consent, to invite me to his house, there to
resume my school duties. The suggestion was most satisfactory to me,
and, without any hesitation, I wrote to all my patrons, requesting, them
again to support me in my undertaking, which they did gladly; and in
a short time we were at Mr. CHAPMAN'S hospitable home, surrounded
by my devoted pupils. I was soon enabled' to rouse my powers. again,
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and engage in my favourite pursuit. Still, my repeated trials caused a
lurking desire to get back to England, vainly imagining that my cares
then would terminate; and I determined to watch my opportunities for
a second attempt to undertake the perilous adventure. ,cl .earnestly
desired to be directed by One who sees the end from th~ beginning,
and knows what is best _for us. It was not long before 'a plan pre~
sented itself to- my mind.
(To he continued.)

INCIDENTS IN MY OWN EXPERIENCE.
SEQUEL TO "Sow BESIDE ALL WATERS" (Page 179).
"He fmtnd him in a desert land, and in the waste, howling wilderness;
He led him about, He instrur,ted him, He kept him as the apple of His eye."
-DEUTERONOMY xxxii. 10.
.
EVERY true believer, who has been enlightened to see himself an utterly
lost and ruined sinner in th'e sight of a holy God, and has proved, tl'>
some extent, His grace, love, and faithfulness, cannot but see' in -the
above precious Scripture a living picture of his own experience. Blessed
be the God of all grace, that He enables me to trace something of my
own in it.
I have proved, by long and sad experience, that this world is indeed
"a desert land" to a living soul. I had no fault to find with it once;
and a Sunday School teacher and lecturer told me, not long since, that
he "questioned whether we· should find one much better "-a proof
that he, at least, was well satisfied with the world as it is., It was in
this "waste, howling wilderness" that the "Good Shepherd" sought
-and found me, according to Hi:> own divine declaration, !' Thus saith
the Lord God: Behold, I, even I, will both search My she~p_, _and seek
them out. As a shepherd seeketh .out his flock in the day that he is
among his sheep that are scattered, so will I seek out My ,sheep, and
will deliver them out of all -places where they have been. ~cattered in
the cloudy and dark day" (Ezek. xxxiv. 11, 12). .
Yes, there He came to me-a stranger and a rebel; show:ed me .by
His blessed Spirit that I had wandered to the very bripk 0f"hel1'; .
made me no "offer" of salvation, but made me willing, in the day of
His power, to come to Rim for a free salvation, "with<?ut money and
without price." And surely He did "lead me about ". by His providential hand, to prove me, and show me what was in my heart; to
"instruct me" by His loving chastisements, when wandering from Him)
to "keep me as the apple of His eye" from the snare of the fowler;
and to restore my helpless soul, arid "lead mo inth~ paths of
,
-,
.
righteousness for His name~s sake."
In a previous sketch-" Sow' Beside All Waters"-I related a little
of what I believed to have been the blessed Spirit's' first work of
grace upon my soul. Since that was written, however, I have remembered an incident or two which very solemnly impresse,d- my mind,
even in childhood.
. '
,
When I was eight years old, a younger brother, aged six, died of
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typhus fever. I remember well how, for some time before his illness,
when we were alone together, he would be speaking of Jesus and
-heaven, wondering in his childish talk where that "happy land"
could be. I remember, too, how I used to creep noiselessly to his
little bed, and listen, in solemn awe, to his delirious wanderings,
:repeating his childish hymns, and talking, as it seemed to me, with
Jesus. His last words were-" I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ!"
Thesfl things made a lastin~ impression upon my mind.
Not long after his death, I had an awful dream, which I never forgot. I thought I was standing on the brink of a dark, dreadfullooking pit. I looked in and listened. To my horror, I heard doleful
cries and wailings, far down,.as it seemed, in the bowels of the earth,
. and could see fire and smoke ascending almost to where I stood. I
awoke in great terror, fully believing I had looked down into the
bottomless pit. For a long time after, I was afraid of closing my eyes
in sleep, lest I should open them in hell.
After my never-to-be.forgotten interview with the dear old gentleman mentioned in my first little narrative, I tried hard for some
time to amend my ways; but, alas! my" goodness was as a morning
cloud, and as the early dew it passed away." Resolutions of amendment, followed by sad slips and falls, went on in dreary succession
for months, if not years, until the "set time" was come for a more
striking display of the Lord's mercy and grace to my poor soul.
I was still residing in the same town, and still in tho same condition
()f spiritual darkness, when alarming rumours reached us of the rapid
approach of that awful scourge, Asiatic cholera. At length it arrived,
and swept off great numbers almost daUy.
Now began my terrors in earnest, and, in the vain hope of stifling
them, I b,etook myself again to the haunts of sin and folly. But this
was only adding fuel to fire. After spending an evening thus, I came
home filled with gloomy forebodings, and awoke at midnight with
the unmistakable symptoms of the terrible disease. My distress and
horror I shall not attempt to describe. God, in infinite mercy, heard
and answered my despairing cry. The attack took a favourable turn
in the morning, and I was marvellously restored to health again.
-But this time the shaft had not only hit, but remained firmly fixed
in the wound. My reflections were something as follows-" I am spared
this time, but the' end must come. I must die, and meet God. I
cannot escape from Him, and if I die as I am, I shall sink into
.hell for ever." And now a voice, which would be heard, seemed to
.thunder these words continually in my ears, and follow me night and
day-" Agree with thine adversary quickly." I thought God was my
adversary, but how to agree with Him I knew not. Although I had
heard the Bible read from childhood, I knew no more of Christ than
a beast. I knew something of His history, and that He came into
.the world to save sinners, but' how He saved them I had no idea. I
was astonished at my ignorance. I knew I was a lost sinner, and
Jelt that there was something I wanted, without which I must perish
for ever. At times I had an awful feeling, something like a settled
conviction, that I was so far sunk and gone that God Himself could
meither reach nor save me. Oh, how I' envied the dogs in the streets
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and the birds on the hedges! '" They had no souls to be lost in hell forever I
.
There was one thing which at this time astonished me beyond
measure. It was this~to hear men, as I passed them in the street,
talking eagerly about politics, the news, the markets, and the endles&
topics which concern this poor life only. I often stood and looked afterthem in amazement, wondering how they could take the least interest in
such things, while hell was burning beneath their very feet, forgetting
that my whole life thus far had been spent in the pursuit of trifles.·
equally worthless.
I may mention here that, while passing through this fiery ordeal,
the only prayer I could utter was, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner! "
I remember telling this to a good man, who replied, "The best prayer
that was ever uttered."
One Sunday morning, I went out, almost in despair, the language of
my poor soul being, "Who will show me any good ~ " As I wentdown the street, muttering to myself, "What must I do ~ What must
I do 7" suddenly something, almost like an audible voice, seemed to say,
"Go to Townhead Street Ohapel!" I was arrested in a moment.
"That is the very chapel," I said, "which my poor father advised meto attend, the last time I saw him. God help me. I will go now. Who
can tell 7"
I went at once, and the good man was just entering the pulpit. J
remember nothing of the sermon, but something he said induced me·
to go again in the evening, and there the Lord met me. Near the
close of his address, he made some remarks which led me to suspect
that some one had told him all about me. He then looked directly atme, and said-" And now, a word to you who are careless and uncon·
cerned about these things. Life is uncertain. You must die-you know
not how soon. Are you prepared ~ Be warned! Living and dying ill'
your sins, you can never enter heaven, but will be cast into hell,
'where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.' Then, a
mother's prayers, a father's good advice, can avail you no more for
ever! " This. was a home-thrust indeed, and I fell under it. Hanging
my head, like the poor, hopeless, guilty thing I felt myself to be, I
wept the bitterest tears I ever wept in my life, until I could weep nOo
longer. When I raised my head, the chapel was emptied of all exceptthe minister, who was standing in the vestry door-way, evidently waiting
for me. I went to him. He received me with true Ohristian kindness, and I told him everything-my life of sin and folly, my miserable
condition, and my. earnest desire to know what I must do to be
saved.
. It is so many years since this occurred, that I remember but little
of what passed between us, but I know that I went home with the
first faint gleam of hope in my poor, dark soul that possibly _ aH
might yet be well with me- at the last.
I soon after -removed to .a distant, country village, near my birthplace; and there, among a few paor people, I found a dear old saint
of God, of the good old Puritan stamp, with whom I soon. became·
• Reader, do you know what this envy is ?-El1.
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united in the bon~ of Christian love. ,His name was Jonathan.
Here I found what I longed for-some little insight into the glorious
mystery of ·the Go~pel of the grace' of God. Light .shon~ into my
benighted soul, and 'the love of Christ was so sweetly shed abroad in
my -heart that I could not, for a while, r~frain from speaking of Him
to almost any stranger I met on the road. These were bright days
indeed. "The winter was past; the flowers appeared on the earth ; and
the time of the singing of birds was come." For a considerable, time
after, these immortal words were almost constantly present with mec< Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have.J drawn thee."
Jt was about this _t~me that I wrote my first contribution to the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE,," ;Nanny Hall," which appeared in the February
. number for 1852. Dear old Jonathan was with me on my first visit
to' her, and he follo}Ved her home some years afterwards. I was told
what his last words were. His poor wife was, standing by him, and
seeing that the end was near, she said, "My dear, is there arlybody
you would like to, see, 7" " Yes," said the dear, dying saint" "I
would like to see J:es,us," and, a few moments after, he was "absent
from the body, and pJ,'esent with the Lord."
Here I close my "j,ncidents." ,",' Were I to attem"pt to retrace my long
wilderness wanderings since those days, I should nave little to relate
but my own wretched unfaithfulness, and the long-suffering faithfulness
of my covenant God. From my heart I can say, "By the grace of
God I am what I am." Every hope of mercy here, and glory beyond
the grave, I desire to hang upon the precious blood and righteousness,
the eternally-finished work of the Son of God, and that alone. Here
I rest; and, blessed be God, I know that this is the only foundation
Rock which will stand unmoved amid all the storms of life, the cold
waves of death, and the solemn realities ot the judgment day.
Scarbo'rough.
W. S. ROBINSON.
A FRAGMENT.
FROM the very marked and gracious way that the Lord is pleased at
times to answer prayer, how well might we take encouragement to
betake ourselves to ,Him in every season of perplexity and trouble!
Moreover, the closer we are led to watch, the more clearly we shall
see that the Lord appears, in His own gracious and wonder-working way,
when and where we have been most in doubt, and so greatly at a loss
to discover both His mind and His way of working. When thus, on
our part, least able to see, and when, corrf'spondingly, the more at a
loss to conceive how our way is to be made clear, then we shall afterwards be led to see and admire the Lord's' interposing and delivering
hand. Oh, how well may such interpositions endear Him to our souls,
and lead us to exclaim, "The Lord liveth; and blessed be my I{ock ;
and let the God of my salvation be exalted >, (Psa. xviii. 46).
i

D.

.. No, no; we hope not. 'we trust you will be constrained to write again.
Your pieces are most welcome.-En.
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"HIM;SELF HATH DONE IT."·
(ISAIAH xxxviii. 15.)
As the article about to follow 'is very lengthy, and will have to be'
distributed ·over three or ·four numbers, we purpose to offer a few
comments here, rather than at the close of the piece in question. It .
contains, in such plain, simple, forcible language, the dealings of the
Lord with His servant, that, in spite of the length' of the article, we
do not feel at liberty to abridge it. We wish it to speak for itself,
or rather, we desire that the Lord Himself should use 'it to His own
glory, and to the edification and encouragement of His own tried,
tempted, and afflicted people.
As we have repeatedly testified in these pages, we are most thoroughly
persuaded that the present time is one of real trial and sore exercise
to the dear children of God. Such, we believe, were never more' driven
to their wits' end, in the dispensations of Divine Providence, than now.
With respect to the Lord's ministering serv.ants, moreover, as far as
we Ca poor, short-sighted creature) can judge, they are very speciallyyea, mysteriously-tried. They are tried for the purpose, too, that they
sho,uld 1>e kept aloof.
We use the word "kept" advisedly, and not
"stand aloof," as though that "standing aloof" were in the simple
exercise of some power of their own. They are, by divine grace,
" kept" aloof from the many who are carried away by one or other of
the manifold and most delusive pursuits and practices of the times, for
we believe that there never was a day when more deceptive and
destructive practices were followed than at the present time; therefore,
the Lord lays special trial upon His people in order to keep them
in a perpetual state of dependence upon Himself. He knows full well
the dangers by which they are surrounded, and the evil natures of
which they are the partakers. Hence His gr~ciou~ mode of preserving
them from the snares and entrapments by which others-and especially
mere professors-are entangled.
The succession of trial, as well as its so critical and complicated
character, is very marked in the account to be presented to the reader.
But, although the present pathway of the writer of the narrative is
dark and obscure, we would say that, seemin~ly strange and keen and
severe as his trials have been, he will, in time to come, find that there
has not been one too many nor too heavy. Yea, he will assuredly
prove the truth of the poet's words, that
" All was most needful,
Not one was in vain."

It is astonishing-and, in one sense, there is mercy in it-how soon
the sharpness and the keenness of trial is forgotten.
The acuteness
of some of the heaviest of sorrows is, as the Scriptures declare, "remembered like waters that pass away." Hence, we repeat that our
brother will, in time to come, look back upon his recent and so severe
tests and trials, and see how necessary they were, in order to confirm
him in the truth, and to fortify him against the repelling forces and
varied besetments and intrigues brought to bear upon his after ministerial course. We speak of such course in decided terms, from the
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personal. conviction that he has long been in training for such an
issue; and we would urge upon him, in passing, to beware of resistance
and opposition, for, if indulged in a J onah spirit, by taking ship t()
Tarshish, rather than obeying orders of going to Nineveb, he win
assuredly be ., answered by terrible things in righteousness." Hence,
the more our brother is found in tbe simple act of falling down before
the Lord, with a "Here I am, Lord! Do with me as seemeth good in
Thy sight," the calmer will be his mind, the sweeter his peact3, and
the more mtisfied his whole soul. As for ways and means-the" How
this ~" or the" Whence that~ "-he need not, in reality, indulge an
anxious thought about it. As we long since said to him about his
then prospective trials and reverses-that "it was the Lord's business,
and not his "-so we say in regard to his present position. All that
. he has to do is, to" stand still and see His salvation." We. may apply
to our brother the endearing portion upon which our eye first feU
when opening the Sacred Eook this morning. It was Exodus xiv. 14"The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace." Verily,
He will be true to His word. He will fulfil His promise. He will
"do as He hath said." We have no more doubt about it than we
have of our own existence.
.
We would caution our friend and brother to beware of resisting the
clear indications that the Lord. has a place for him in His vineyard,
and, in a spirit of self-will and human determination, resolving that
he will not engage therein as a labourer for the Lord of Hosts. Let
him beware also of seeking to make terms with the Lord, as to ways.
and means. Let him take the testimony of one who has long tested
the Lord, and proved His divine faithfulness, as well as all-sufficiency,
in this as in a thousand other respects, that He may be safely trusted.
He is a liberal, large-hearted Pay-master. He never says to a man,
"Go, work in My vineyard," without in due course affording ample
reward and compensation. Sooner or later, He satisfies His every
labourer, and makes all such fully content with their wages. Let,
then, our brother' seek to trust Him for this. The Lord virtually
says, "Leave that to Me." We never can lay too great stress upon
His own gracious testimony, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these tb,ings shall be added unto you." He
is covenanted thereunto, and the more simply and entirely we are
enabled to take Him at His word, the more He is honoured, and the
greater our peace and satisfaction. As our brother is aware, for
many years the annexed couplet has been very precious to us" Make you His service your delight;
YOU1' wants shall be His care."
Never shall we forget the sacred moments we experienced, some four
or five-and-forty years ago, when the Lord having just before spoken
these words, "The harvest truly is plenteous, and the labourers are
few; pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, and He shall send
forth labourers into His harvest," that Scripture having been sealed
home, as an earnest that the Lord had a something for us personally
to do in His service, the heart-response was, "Lord, I can forego
every earthly prospect. Make it clear that I am to 'go, work in.
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Thy vineyard,' and I shaI.l be satisfied· with the merest pittance, in
contr&st to all that this poor world can give, as the fruit of serving
it." Nor had we ever occasion to regret such decision. In like
manner, when the Lord opened the door for us to enter Bristol, we
said, "Give me the souls" let others take the sovereigns." What has
been the result ~ This-that the Lord has not withheld from us aught
that was for our real need and essential benefit. We can, of all men,
,testify that "goodness and mercy have followed us all our life long,"
~nd, blessed be His name, "having obtained help of God, we continue unto, this day." On the contrary, where we have seen the
spirit of Lot prevail, in planning and scheming, and looking out for
the best and most promising, in striking contrast to the pure simplemindedness and unselfishness of Abraham, what lamentable failures
have we witnessed! One case in particular presents itself to the
mind, at .the moment of writing. The person of whom we speak,
~s far as taste and profession went, would appear to have been
lI-nder a right influence. It would seem that the work of God and
t,he welfare of Zion lay near his heart; but, alas! alas! in retiring
from business, professedly to devote himself to the cause of truth,
instead of leaving all in the Lord's hands, for Him to lead-guide
-supply, in a spirit of worldly wisdom he endeavoured to make pro e
vision for the future. He made certain reserves. It was not an entire
surrender. What was the consequence ~ An absolute failure! It is
many years since we either saw or heard of him. The last interview
was -such, however, as to thoroughly imbue the mind with the hapless consequences of seeking to make certain terms ,with the Lord, or
,to be left to the influence of merely human policy. ,In striking contrast t(} the case just mentioned, take that of the late venerable J ORN
WARBURTON, in his settlement at Trowbridge, under such apparently
hopeless prospects, or TRORPE SMITH, in his surrender of all, and
placing himself entirely at the Lord's service.
We close these preliminary remarks with one passage; as a· watch·
word for our friend and brother-" Wait on the Lord; be of good
courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the
Lord."
THE EDITOR.

Foleshill, March 28th, 1888.
DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER IN THE GOSPEL OF SOVEREIGN
GRACE,-It is with some degree of diffidence I send you the enclosed
MS.-not on account of what it contains, but because of its bulk. I
had no idea of writing these records until a day or two back. As
they embrace the six most eventful years of my life up to the present
time, and as they set forth, I believe, to some extent the Lord's
goodness towards me, they may, with His blessing, prove useful to His
children. He in His Word has bidden us to "declare His doings among
the people." Hence, with this desire, I trust, I have committed the
enclosed details of His dealings with me, both in providence and
grace, to paper, praying His smile upon them.
I am now out of business, having disposed of the last part of my
plant and machinery a short time ago. What my fature course is to
2 F

426

·'The Gospel Magazine.

to

'be" I arjJ. totally unable
see at present. 'rh'e 'ol}tlook is anything
so }aras appeara:nce.s are, c.oncerned... Takipg.'tne_ past as
a CriteriON;' I 'cannot see ho,w It IS possIble to get' sufficIent, to meet
requirements by' itinerant preaching, [and the least "indication of a
s~ttlemim't anywhere as a stated minister is', not yet manifest."Having
'a fair knowledge 6f French, it seerJs' as if my wisest coui'se, :as the
world: woula, say,' wORld be to get It situation, if possible,' where
'Frenth w<;mld ,be needed; and leave preaching alone if it 'stood in
ID;y' way., At present I' cannot tell what, to do for the best. I am
waiting up'on and watching ,for the Lord Ito d.irect me. M;y, pO'siti6n
'is' a'trying olie for flesh and blood., Yon can enter· into the feeli~lgs I
'know, -having' been yourself driven, 'as I may saYj out of business.
, I thought and said, more than once, years gone by, that I could
not endure the 'trial I have been called upo~' to 'pass through in my
Business. '; It· s'eemed in prospect as if I could not bear it, land I told
the Lord so; but here I am, still alive. A time or two within the
last, fortnight I have felt sweetly' submissive to the Lord's will, jn
spite of adverse circumstance~. May He gr~ciously lead me through
all my· trials, both temporal and spirit1,1al.
'"
Hoping you are well in body, !tn,d reaJizitig in soul the smilings of
the Lord's countenance, I am,'
.
Yours in tr~thand l o v e ; ' J . BURTON.
'b~t .ch,e~ringJ

How insep'arably connected with each oth'er are the Lord's prov,iden.tial· dealings towards His dear children,. with His di:vine teachings
in their. souls! He whQ knows most of the former" in a<wayof deep.
and 'painful .trial., usually, h!ts a'mOl'e extensive acquai~tan'ce 'with the
latter. It has ever been the Lord's 'way of w:orking, rooFe or ··le~s; to
try His children by the dispensations of" His inscrl1table providence~. and
tl~ereby bring them down i~ felt heIplessness.' 'l?efore Hi~, crying with
heart :and soul, it]. the '!angu,age of the papr' W(')IRan 'who said, .~' Lord.
help me!'" WMle, the trial is working, there is ,<;>ften the most thot.ough
inability on the part of the tried' dne to ·realize in any measu,reLthe
truth of the words, "And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to, them who are the called according t(}
His purpose" (Rom, viii. 28). Hence, to tell such to believe-to lay
hold of the WoM-to rest in the Lord-to cast all their care upon
Him, lor He careth for them-to leave their matters entirely in' His
!tands, and. to look to Him fol' ,grace to "endure hardness as a' good
soldier of Jesus Christ"-is but to make it manifest that ,the speaker,
whoever he be, 'knows' littie experimentally of what it ':is to' have the
heart brought ,down 'with labour-'-~o'fall down with none to help, appare4tly, either on earth or in heaven. '
,
The writer is well satisfied that no creature exhortation-aye, and no
Scripture exhortation either-can of itself afford the, Ieast relief in
times' of soul-anguish and 'travail, unless, spoken to the heart by the
Lord Himself. It· 'must bet a personal· application-a feeling sense' of the
power-of th~ Word, that 'aIo11e can relieve,: when' th~ poor man or woman
is 'in the horrible pit and miry clay of difficulty, despondency, distres~,
distraction, turmoil,darkness, and gIoom, outward and inward. If a
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person knows by experience what it is to "drink waters out of his own
cistern, and running waters out of his own well" (Prov. v. 15), I am
'convinced that· such ail one will not, cannot, use either the exhortations
or promises of God's holy Word as if they could be employed at the
creature's pleasure. While· there is a reference to the lett~r of the
Word, there will be-there must be-from sheer personally felt nec'essity,
'a constant contention for the power of, the Lord the Spirit t'o apply
,it, 'ere it can be in the least degree effectual. Generalization may do
for the fair-weather traveller, the- tarry-at-home voyager, the parlour or
drawing-room Christian, but the poor tempest-tossed o,ne' can only rest
content as he hears the Master's "It is I; be net afraid!" or His
precious, "Peace, be still! " , Dear fellow-tried and defilply ,distressed an~
perplexed one, is it not so ~ Are not the feelings of, tb,y inmost soul
well',expressed ·in, the words":.

,

"0 Lord,' the P~lot's part perform,

.
And guide and guard me through the storm;
Defend me from each threatening ill;
Control the waves; say, 'Peace, be still! '

•

" Amidst the roaring of the sea,
My soul still hangs her hopes on Thee;
Thy const,ant love, Thy f~ithful care,
Is all' that saves me from despair" 1

WeH, if this be the case, thou wilt be prepared, with the ,writer, to
"contend earnestly for the faith once delivereq to the, saint~," 'which
faith, and all ita accompanying blessings, "stand not i~ the wisdolj1 of
men, but in the power of God "(1 Cor. ii. 5), let men, in the exercise
of their fleshly zeal, say what they m'ay to the contrary. ,'The Lord
purges in the furnace of deep trial, defeat, and disappointment, "by the
spirit of judgment and the .spirit of burning" (Isa. iv. 4), fleshly, legal
zeal from the heart~ and lips of His people. True, they may be, as it
were, bound hand and foot with the bonds of fleshly resolution and, holy
zeal, as they consider it, but the furnace consumes all such rubb~sh;, and
they are brought not only to acknowledge, but to deeply- feel, thlil truth
of that oft-quoted Scripture, ." Without Me ye can do ~othing." "
If the Lord has in some measure taught thee this truth, dear 'reader,
thou wilt be able to enter into the feelings of the writer in what 'he.
has to say respecting the Lord's dealings towards him the last few years.
Before proceeding to the narration of these matters, he must just say
that, prior to the appearance of the paper entitled "Changes," which
was published in the January and. February numbers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, he had re.solved not to write anything again for its pages,
feeling that nothing he had done, or could do, either by pen or otherwise, could be of any service to any poor soul. With these feelings at
work in the mind, judge of, his surprise when one of the contributors
to the Magazine in the January number made 'mention of his (the
writer's) contributions having been serviceable to him. Besides this, a
person, a perfect stranger to me, wrote a few weeks back to tell me
how he, and others too, had enjoyed the reading of my .pieces at
times, as well as those of other correspondents. This man said ,he had
taken the Magazine in for a period of five-and-thirty years, and Should
2 F 2
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continue ·to do so as long as he had sixpence to buy it ",ith. In
addition to these two instances of the Lord having made some little
use of my contributions, a third party, a minister in the north of
England, wrote to a friend of mine in Staffordshire saying how much
he, and others also, had enjoyed the reading of the article, "Changes."
These things, added to a remarkable instance of the Lord's overruling
providence which has occurred within the last three weeks, have induced
me once more to present a few things to the readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, in the hope that they may be of some little use to them,
with the Lord's blessing. As the Lord, in connection with the tabernacle
and the instruments pertaining thereto, allowed both rich and poor to
con~ribllte, providing they did it willingly, so under the Gospel-" If
. there be first the willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man
hath, and not according to that he hath not" (see Exod. xxv. ; 2 Cor. viii.
12). With this feeling uppermost, then, in the mind, I.pray the Lord
to direct the pen, and may He graciously own what may be recorded.
Something like eight years have elapsed since I first ventured, after
years of soul-exercise on the subject, to open my lips as a preacher of
the Gospel. At the time, I was in partnership with three others, all
strangers to vital godliness. I found I could not go on comfortably
with my preaching owing to this, for the precepts of God's Word again
and again confronted.me, especially the following-CC Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers," &c.; and then the command would
follow, "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive
you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My SOIlS and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. vi. 14,-18). These things
so operated upon my mind as that at last I resolved, cost what it might,
to sever my connection, and start in business entirely on :r,ny own
account. After our Christmas stock-taking, at the end of 1880, I therefore gave my partners twelve months' notice, in accordance with our
deed of partnership.
Two or three months previous to the expiration of the notice, I tried
to purchase machinery, to have it ready by the beginning of 1881.
All my efforts in this direction failed, notwithstanding that there were
looms and other necessary things to them for sale, and the factory in
which they stood was to let. My wife strongly advised me to do
nothing by way of purchasing, but to wait the issue of events, as she
believed my partners would retire and leave me in possession of the
premises we had so long occupied, with the machinery' all ready to my
hand. I called her foolish again and again for enterta.ining such a
thought, but she as often told me she believed it woul9. be so.
At last the decisive time arrived, and judge of my surprise when,
after a terrible suspense of three weeks, matters turned out exactly
according to my wife's prediction. I omit particulars, except the following. When all was' arranged between myself and partners, we waited
upon our solicitor to give instructions as to the precise terms of the
dissolution. This done, after a few days we went again to his office,
for the purpose of signing the de.ed. While waiting in a private room,
a short time before doing this, the following Scripture came with sweet,
softening power-" Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abuh-
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dantly above all that we ask or think" (Eph. iii. 20). Tears came
into my eyes, and I had to turn my head lest they should be seen.
After we left the office, the words again arrested the attention, with
warmth and savour. I concluded that a bright business future was now
be:.fore me, simply because the words, unthought·of and altogether
unsought-for, had softened my heart. In this, as the reauer will see
before my account is ended, I was grievously deceived. Times without
numbllr, since the day in question, I have wondered if the Lord spoke
them at all to my heart. Things have gone apparently so clean contrary to my anticipations that, like poor Thomas of Didymus, I have
said, "I will not believe!" How true one has found what is recorded
of Joseph-" Until the time that His word came, the word of the Lord
tried him" (Psa. cv. 19).
No word, I think, in the whole range of Scripture has tried me
more than, "Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think." When cast down in soul-when all has
seemed dark without and within-when heavy losses have befallen onewhen every way has appeared completely blocked up-when the Jacobcry has been wrung out of the heart, "All these things are against
me! "-then how the devil has taunted: "How about' Now unto Him'
now ~ You are deceived. The Lord never spake the word to your
heart. You only fancied it. You are a poor, deluded fool."
Reader, do you know aught of these spots 1 They are familiar to
the writer.
(To hi eontinued.)

'iroftfJtant

~tltCOn.

THOROUGH PROTESTANTISM.
AT the annual meeting of the Church Association, held in Prince's
Hall, Piccadilly, London, qn the 10th ult., Mr. MARK KNOWLES (a
most successful barrister) spoke in the following admirable terms:" We are not here to-night in as large numbers as I expected to find
us, but success is not to be counted by heads. Success has never
followed mere numbers. It has followed that determination and plupk'
which means the sacrifice of personal convenience and worldly goods,
and life itself, if need be. What is wanted is not mere assertion of
these three great principles. We live in times of great ease. Men like
to have everything easy, but that is not a part of the true Christhn's
character. He is bound to meet with storms and vicissitudes in religious
life. Standing here to-night, perhaps a most singularly blessed man,
having risen from a beggar boy in the streets to what I am now, I may
say I have so firmly linked myself with this Protestant work that,
rather than forsake the cause, I am prepared to stand again a begg~r
in the streetll from whence I came. It wants more real, courageous zeal
all oV,er the land. We want to let the country know that we have
formally put our hands to the plough in this matter, and that,. whatever
may be the inconvenience, we will stick together, and be determined
to make ourselves felt."
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THE 'SPANISH ARMADA OOMMEMORATION.
ATone of the meetings recently held at Exeter Hall, !upon the above
subject,a speaker (Oolonel SANDYS, M.P.) stated that an ancestor of
his was Bishop of London, three hundred years ago, and was after. wards made Archbishop of York, and had. all the crosses in that see
destroyed. He s~l.Ould like (continued the speaker) to have a couple of
six-inch hawsers round that reredos in St. Paul's, and to tack that
meeting on to the other I;lnd, and say, "Now, lads, altogether!"
Upon reading this noble wish, we thought of our 'dear old father, who,
when, for the lifting or the removal of any weight or obstruction,
united strength was required, would shout, "Now, boys, one I TWO!
.THREE! " and at the sound of the" three," there was "a long pull,
~ strong pull; and a pull altogether"; and, generally speak~ng, ~he obJect was attained-the weight lifted, or the obstruction removed. Now,
we are too old and worn-out either to lift or to pull; but, if we could but
see the two..six-inch hawsers round that abominable reredos, we seem to
fancy. we have life enough left, and are neither too old nor too ,wor,n,
. to make at least· the effort to shout, "Now, boys, one I TWO! THREE.!"
And oh, should we not exult in seeing that wretched piece of idolatry
shake, shiver, and split into fragments 1 Nor should we be the least
sorry if the. dust of those fragments happened to cover such of the
o~-lookers who (to their eternal disgrace) had had to do with the
mIserable structure. Moreover, we should rejoice in such a scan~al
upon our national Protestantism being ,thus removed-a standmg
reproach, as it is, upon all who are connected with, or conniving at,
its erection and continuance. "Down with it, down with it, even to
the ground!" Let the accursed thing no longer remain as a virtual
calling upon the Most High fQr some practical proof and evidence,
by way of judgment, of His divine
abhorrence of, idolatry.
1
1

•
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A FRAGMENT.
IN 2 Timothy iii. 6, Paul speaks of such as "creep into houses." Housesweepers do good, but such" house-creepers" do harm. Better be a' b:0usesweeper or .chimney-sweeper than a. "house-creeper." English Protestant
house.keepers and sweepers, beware of Rome's "·house.creepers" !.,
"acc:Jrding 'to the seventh verse, a person may be "ever learn~ng/l, and
ye-t live"and die in ignorance 6f "the truth as' it is·in Jesus/I •.
, In 2 Timothy iv. 11, Paul puts a good mark upon Mark, saying,1 "He
is profitabl~ to me for the ministry." , How free. grace made· Paul from
nasty jeatousy! :M:ark did not say (so far as we"knqw) ll~at· he was
profitable to Paul. No; but Paul said it of him. It is right for the' gJ;eat
Pauls to' notice the little Marks-not only the big Marks.
i,
, To the Jews Jesus said, "Ye do dishon'our Me" (John viii. 49 y. A
dreadful character this-dishonourers 'of Jesus Ohrist!
It is better t:> be pelted for preaching' truth than to be petted" for
preaching error.
F. F.
.

.

ANY good short of the chief good will satisfy those in whom is no
good (Psa. iv. 6).
.
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STRAIGHT TALK TO THE PRIMATE.
AROHBISHOP BENSON had what must have been a surprising experience
at the little Kentish village' of Marden,' tke other day. The good folks
-of Marden have ju.st removed the old high,backed pews from their
p!\rish church, put °in some new windows, added a vestry, and effected
some other altera:tiori.s\ i and yesterday week the' dedicatory services
were, held; and 'the; Ar?hbishop attended. ' "l'lle 'morning, service was 'fully'
~horal,i and Ilasted from! eleven a:m. till a qallirter ,past, 'one p,m" by which,
timel the' stwying I powers 'of the' strongest were,IwellLnigh ex,hausted.'
At the luncheon which j followed, Mr. BRAY,on:e of the I churchwardens,'alluded.to this service, saying he was sorry1to ltear it called,
by the V,icar,' a' beautiful' one.' 11'hey" did not: fear t~e .mb~ration
Society';" ,theyl felt no I alarm' at atheism '; 'but what :they' did' fe~r was
"your .HigltllOhurch Ritualism." In' the parish' of MardeU' they were,
LoW' 'Ohurch' down to the ground;, and that morning's' service, wasIto'
him1almo'st ,a'mockery. Iflit were thought advisable, that· they s!:Jlould,
sing" ,their Jl prayers, perhaps 'the Archbishop wouldteH them :,vJ:tat',
illote ,tow pitch them in, whether B ,flat or 'F sharp. They though~, if,
they pr8Jyed in ,their own n~tural voices" they were rendering .the best·
service to' their' God,' ilUe hoped they would forgive him for making
thosen're.ma.rks, but ,he had an opportunity that was rarely given to'
churchwardens, and as an 'honest man he felt it, his- duty to utter that
protest'. 11'he Archbishop did not rep\y.-English Churchman.
'[What conld- he 'say, self-condemned as ·he was, or ouoO'ht to be 7-':En.r .G. M.]
" '
"
I."
",
l' (
"',"
'/,
•

I ..

SCHEMING ROME.

• ,'

AT a recent meeting in Clifton, the chairJIlan; Mr. J,AMES INSKIP, said he had
before him a number of tracts and '~ani'phl!lts' which ne'liad received from
a very small village in the East of 'Erigland. "He nientioned the circumstance to show that if Protestants were Idle, the ,Roman Cat401ics were, llot
so. He ,got. tp.e" tl'~cts from a working man who Hv'ed in this village', wh~ch
had a populati.on oE only thirty -persons., That man became si'ck, ari,d 'by
.s.om~ mean's or -ot:her he was, plied Vl;itJ;!' a: succession of R~m.an Cathotic 'pnb-,
hcatlOns, and 'he I '(the speaker) o.bserved' one .state\Uent,. In one, of th.ese
pamphlets to the, effect that there 'was,'now scarce1ya viHagel'ih w;hichd;he.
Roman Catholic Misf!\9n WaS not. lit ~ork, As th~ man ;VI;1IO., .llen:t t4~s~(
pamphlets to him, di!l~.~hort)y a!~!lr sq.,doing, he\too~, great.inteF!ls~·~n:d~s·
'covermg what was the 'nature of the VIews the Romm Catholics deslrea to
instil into the hearts of the labouring classes. One pamphlet dealt' ~ith' the'
Inquisition, which it said was presided over ,by holy men,* so it was not what,
it had been termed;. and what, :,they, had. been accustomed to regard as its
terrors were only its expediences. He mentioned this lllatter for the purpose
(lE urging them to use their opportuniti'es,. and to no loriger allow the 'EIigTIsh
people to be misled by the sophistries and misrepresentllo~ions put before them
in the guise of new editions of Englisl:lfliistory: .\'
.~

'j

,1

J

I

i

' . 1 ....

*'" Holy men" indeed; and '" 'expediences 'o! Let the reader consider the facts
which app~ared in this Magazine, some mqnths ~go, wherein, as copied from one
,of their own,works, the -Romanists'made a proud boast' of the'teus Of thousands
p:ut to death b~; the, f Inquisition, and ferventi:r" rejo~Ged, in t4e, prpspect, I of, its
I:e·establishment.~ED. ." . ,
I, •
, .1 .

~
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LOVE EXCHANGES.
To the Editor of the Gospel :Afagazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-I am too low down to write, unless it, be to
say that I hope you have been much benefited by your transit from
Bristol to Southsea. I was surprised to hear that you had unharnessed for a year; but if it be the Lord's way and will, who can take
it upon himself to find fault with Him 1 Unless He grant you very
special grace to be silent, I am perfectly sure that you will find it
hard work. If the Majesty of heaven have done with your preachjug ministrations, and intend to lay asidp,. your Gospel trumpet, even
in such a dispensation, "it is well." Few men have laboured more
and longer than have you, not only in the commercial world, but in
the Gpspel vineyard j and the Lord has dealt very graciously with
you. If He has allowed Satan to plague you often, both by night
and by day, stirring up the latent evils of your corrupt heart, and
causing you frequently to have hard thoughts even of your best
Friend, He has had an all-wise purpose of pure love in the trying
dispensation, and has given you repeatedly to prove that you are
JItore than a conqueror, through Him who has loved you with an everlasting love. Your experience is beautifully interwoven with the
precious promises of your precious Lord. Though" few and evil"
have been the days of your pilgrimage, many and rich have been the
mercies received at the hand of your gracious God j and the best of
all, my brother, is, He still abides faithful, and you may well be
fearless regarding all before you.
.
" He who' has made y,our heaven secure,
Will here all good provide."

. " Believest thou this 1"
, But I am now reminded, my brother, that what I am writing to
you is the very opposite to what I have been feeling and entertaininf;?;
in my heart. Indeed, I am a doubting and unbelieving wretch, and
deserve at His hand quick despatch into hell. However, I feel now
what I am saying to you to be solidly and undeniably true j and
what KENT says in one of his hymns will well apply to my aged and
beloved brother, namely" I am with thee,
Israel, passing through the fire."

What another writes is equally true-

'

" The storm can not o'erwhelm.
For she has not to steer;
.
Her loving Husband's at the helm;
What cause has she to fear 1"

"What cause has she to fear 1" None in reality. Well, then, my
beloved brother, cheer up j and I will say to you what an old veteran
often used to say to me-" 'fo glory. we steer!" This dear old saint
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has long since passed into the heavens, whither his Forerunner entered
before him and for him; . and you, beloved, shall pass in too, I as
honourably and as triumphantly as ever did Abraham, Isaac, J acob, or
the dying thief. HART truly says" We shall' be conquerors all ere long,
And. more than conquerors too."

How nice when we can realize what another of Zion's poets says" You're safe in your Redeemer's hands,
Who bean your names upon His heart."

Indeed, beloved, we have a most faithful Friend, who never ha~, and
who never can, deny Himself. He may well be called, "Jesus Christ,
the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." One truly says of
Him" Whate'er you found Him at your best,
He's at your worst the same."

Need I remind you of all this 1 Have you not a richer, a deeper, a
longer, and a clearer experience than have I1 Why, then, do I write
thus 1 I cannot say why, brother, or why I should have written at
all, for when I have thought of writing to you, especially to-day, there
has been strong opposition in my mind to it; and when I took my
pen in hand, it was only to write a formal note, asking you to kindly
put the preaching notice on the wrapper of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.~
The why and the wherefore of this letter I must leave to Him
" Who points the clouds their course,
Whom winds and seas obey."

He makes no mistakes, though we make many, for
" He is too wise to err, and oh,
Too good to be unkind."

No two men in the world, no two men in heaven, can have greater
cause to bless God than have DAVID ALFRED DOUDNEY and ARTHUR
WILCOOKSON. Of this I am fully convinced-perfectly satisfied--and
yet how true are the lines" There's not a sinner 'neath the sky
\Vho has such cause to bless
A precious Christ, I'm sure, as I;
Yet who can praise Him less?"

With united best love to yourself and
Ever affectionately yours,
A. WILOOOKSON.
REPLY.
l.It seems anything but 11 unharnessing," dear brother; for, if thera
be one thing more than another that illustrates and confirms the words
of Jesus, "My yoke is easy, and My burden is light," we believe it is
when He sees fit, as in our own case, to deprive His servants of the
sweet privilege and, distinguishing favour of speaking in His great and

But I must stay my pen.
your beloved wife,
Hull, May 19th, 1888.

'" We regretted that this note arrived too late for insertion.-ED.

~
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ever-adol'able narme. Be the "Yeight, . the anxiety,the responsibility of
that speaking ever so gl'eat, the sweetness and· the sacredness immediately co.nnected therewith far surpasses. and infinitely exceeds all other
considerations. As a great, a gracious, and a most liberal Paymast,er,
the Lord knows how to compensate and (in a way of grace and mercy)
reward His servants for their'labours. Ah! and His dumb, silent, or
unemployed ones (like' ourselves) know by bitter experience the painful
con,trast, "No work, no "pay." In other words," No communication, 'no
communion,. no talking, no' teaching,. none to send 'to, nothing to send.
Oh, our Sundays! And 'yet, perhaps, there is something to learn, after
all. "What about the sick and afflicted, that can never attend the means 1
What about the deaf that, like ourselves, cannot heat a word from the
mouth of the preacher 1 We have, personally, not heard but one sermon
for a year' or two. Oh, then, the value of the preached Word! How
well may such be .rebuked :who fail to estimate it, or who allow mere
trifles to interfere with, or prevent their attendance upon, the outward
ordinances! With the bare possibility of coming and as yet unseen
l1indrances,' how weR may the' professed people 'of God especially take
heed, to . 'the, injunction, "'Forsake not the assembling' of yourselves
together, as the manner' of some is."
., .
2. :Ah! yes, dear 'brother, you may ·weH say, "Unless He gives special
grace to be -silent, you are sure we shall find it . hard work. " We do
indeed i find it. so, and that, too, beyond all we can express. With the
exception of ja.st 'any of light'now and then bursting through the cloud,
and a gleam of hope arising therefrom, our little life seems a dream! a
waste! a blank! And yet, at the very moment we were penning this
sentence, a glance from 'the windo,w; by which we are seated exhibits tG
our view a man, fa~ younger than ourselves, creeping along as best he
can, in a crippled, paralyzed condition. Hence we are forcibly reminded
of how very, very different it -might be with· us" td' what it really is.
In spite of the privation from preaching-and 'oh, how great that privation is I-it might be far worse with us than it is.· The Lord is pleased
s~ill, to, ,extend.to us the ,use of the pen, and to fmmish, us witlL channels,
for· sending forth far and wide that ,which He. may enable'us to write.
Moreover, we are reminded of an additional mercy iQ. this respect. ,10111'
doctor informs us that, had we,gone on preaching.as ~e did, not merely
would the throat have given out, but the mlilmory would have failed.
Hence, with the milld thrown into a stj:tte of ..confusion, or positive inaptitude for thought, our positio)1 would, have been pitiable indeed.
We desire, therefore, becomingly to estimate and to acknowledge the
marvellous mercies of which we are still ,the partaker.
' ; ,
In contemplating our condition this morning, there was one" fervent.
desire sprang up... It was couched in the well·known couplet which
runs as foHows.
" :f,rolI)- distrust and envy free; .
I

,

Pleas~d

with all that plea:~ef Thee."

,i'rhat, .dear . Lord,". thought we, "just embra,ces all we want. Give
us). too (eel that we are 'no~, our own, but' .bo,ught with a price,' and
give. us ,grace to 'glorify Thee in our bodies and, in our spirits, whi~p.
are Thine.'''
3. Yo.u speak, dear brother, of the" stirring up of the evils of our
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corrupt heart, and causing us frequently to have hard thoughts"gf our
best Friend." Ah! how true this is, the great Searcher of hearts alone
knows. Suffice it to say, we 'eften' stand amazed at His patience,' forbearance, and long-suffering. We have not a stone to cast ag~inst the
vilest, rebel that ever lived. Nay, we ,often think, if such rebels knew
the treatment the Lord, has met with at our hl1ond, in our thoughts,
feelings, ingratitude, and distrust, even they would cry, "ShaIl).e 11
shame !,,, on u.-, considering our sin and iniquity I was in the face ofr
such astounding goodness, love, and compassion. We doubt if ever we
felt so" humbled and crumbled" 'as we do new, in, viewing matters in
this light. If, sixty years ago, we used to adopt the langua:ge of Dr.
WATTS-

" And are we, wretches, yet alive?
And do we still rebel?
'Tis boundless, 'tis amazing love
Tha.t bears us up frJm hell," ,

what shall we say now? And yet how astounded, 8,t times, we are,'
when the Lord seems to take advantage of our very ingratitude and
distrust to soothe and pacify, and whisper afresh sweet words of love
and tenderness, :mercy and compassion. Upon these grounds we have
sometimes told Him that He would· kill us with kindness. How we
love .those lines'
"I cannot serve Thee as I ought;
No works hare I to boast;
Yet would I glory in the thought
That I should owe Him most."

4. ~t is the astounding mercies and marvellous interpositions, dear
brother, of which you speak, that humble us in the very dust before
God. When we are led, from time 'to time, to look 'back, and consider
the supporting, sustaining, supplying, defending, delivering hand of our,
God, through our seventy-seven years, and, in connection therewith, our
present' "sinkings and shrinkings," we are perfectly ashamed, of our,
selves. ' We are dumb before the Lord, and are most thankful' that
there is such lal1guage left upon record in His ,blessed Word as ~' l' hate,
and abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." Oh, how, often we"
plead guilty to'the charge, especially in the wakefulness of the nightseason-" My people have comrr:.itted two evils: they have forsaken Me,
the Fountain of living waters, and have hewn out to themselves cisterns,
broken cisterns, which can hold no water." Equally true is ·the',statement that "they have returned like the dog to its vomit, or like the
sow that was washed to its wallowing in the mire." Oh, what ,am,azing
mercy-what astounding compassion-is that which thus beal'sllwit4,
our ·manners in the wilderness!
( ,i
5. After speaking, as well you may, of the boundless mercies we
have personally received at .the Lord's hand, you say, dear brother, that
what you have been writing is the very opposite to what you feel in,
your own heart. Well indeed do we know what this, experience is;
and here it is that, under present circumstances, we lose so much of
the comfort and satisfaction realized in preaching. Then it ~as we
could address the doubting and fearing-the bewildered and becloudedas virtually they presented themselves as our own counterpart. We
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understood them and their condition by ourselves and our own exercises;
and, as il'rguments, appeals, and assurances, drawn from the sacred
Word, were brought forth on their behalf, so we perllonally shared and
enjoyed the benefit. Now, from present circumstances, we are divested
of this means of support and consolation. But what a mercy it is,
dear brother, to know, in spite of our own state of mind or passing
feelings, that our appeals and arguments, as gleaned from the Word, are
verities-covenant immutabilities-like their divine Author, "the same
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Ah! would that we could more
continuously and uninterruptedly bear in mind the precious words of
dear JOHN KENT" Here let the weary rest,
Who love the Saviour's name;
Thou~h with no sweet enjoyment blest,
The co venant stands the same."
Yes, the covenant! the covenant! blessed be God for the covenant!
The· longer we live, the more we prize and rejoice in the covenant!
6. Perhaps we cannot better close our remarks than by quoting two
portions of the sacred Word which have been presented to the mind
since writing the foregoing. Ah! the Word! the Word! How precious
the Word, when gracIOusly and sovereignly dropped into the heart by
the Holy Ghost! How sweet, soothing, salutary the power, when thus
applied ! Well, the one passage was given in a dream, during the
past night, when we thought we were about to preach, and were
greatly at a loss for a text. Presently this was given in the dream
-" When my spiril is overwhelmed within m'3, lead me to the Rock that
is higher than 1." 'We a woke, ami were set meditating up:m this
precious portion for a long time.
"Lord," thought we, "this is all
I want, if Thou wilt but enable me continuously to act upon it," for
what rock can be so safe, so blessed, or satisfactory as the Rock Ohrist,
that "Rock against which the gates of hell shall never-no, never
prevail "~ Oh, the security of that Rock! The other portion was that
upon which the eye instantly fell when opening the sacred Word this
morning, namely, Isaiah viii. 17-" And I will wait upon the Lord, that
hideth His face from the house of Jacob, and I will look for Him." Now,
here is a two-fold-and a very blessed-position, the "u'aiting upon"
and the" looking for." And shall there be-CAN there be-any defeat
or disappointment, in so waiting, and in so lookin.q? U nbelief and our
poor wretched hearts ma.y say there may be and there will be; but
what saith the Word ~ What saith the testimony of both Old and
New Testament saints and their follower.;; in every age ~ 'Vhat saith
our own past and many, many years' experip,nce ~ 'Vhat saith the
" wills" and "shalls" of the covenant God of Israel, Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost ~ Oh, is not the wh3le combined testimony, in regard to
this "waiting upon" and "looking for," in sweet and blessed harmony
with the precious words of the immortal TOPLADY"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As SUI e as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirit~ in heaven" 1
THE

EDITOR.
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"THE PASTOR TO HIS PEOPLE."

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-It being probably well known to you that some of 'my
spare time is spent in collecting editions of the works of COWPER
and NEWTON, many of them have from time to time been added to
that list of
" Pleasant books that silently among
Our household treasures take familiar places,
And are to us as if a living tongue
Spake from the printed leaves or pictured faces."

You may be sure, then, that it was with feelings of pleasure that,
the other day, I received from a friend another copy of Olney Hymns.
It is a fine edition, and contains an engraving, on the title-page, of the
interior of Olney Church. This edition was published in 1818, at
Chiswick, and was printed by C, WHITTINGHAM for THOMAS T~GG,
Cheapside. The preface to the book is a much longer one than is
found in the more modern editions, and in it JOHN NEWTON speaks
at some length upon those views of the Christian creed which to him
were so unspeakably precious. He says :-" I have simply declared my
views and feelings, as I might have done if I had composed hymns
in some of the newly-discovered islands in the South Sea, where no
person had any knowledge of the name of Jesus but myself. I am
a friend of peace; and being deeply convinced that no one can
profitably understand the great truths and doctrines of the Gospel any
further than he is taught of God, I have not a wish to obtrude my
own tenets upon others in the way of controversy, yet I do not think
myself bound to conceal them."
.
.
But what I wish particularly to call attention to in this letter is, the
farewell words of the Rev. JOHN NEWTON to his old friends at Olney,
as he sums up the preface to the hymn-book, because, to my mind,
they express just such sentiments as those to which you gave expression
when bidding farewell, for a time at least, to your devoted congregation at St. Luke's, Bedminster. JOHN NEWTON writes:"This publication-which, with my hU,mble prayer to the Lord for
His blessing upon it, I offer to the service and acceptance of all who
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, of every name and in every
place, into whose hands it may come-I more particularly dedicate
to my dear friends in the parish and neighbourhood of Oloey, for
whose use the hymns were originally composed, as a testimony of the
sincere love I bear them, and as a token of my gratitude to the Lord
and to them for the comfort and satisfaction with which the discharge. of my ministry' among them has been attended. The hour is
approaching, and, at my time of life" cannot be very distant, when
my heart, my pen, and ~y tong~e will no longer be able to move
in their service. But I trust, while my heart continues to beat, i6
will feel a warm desire for the prosperity' of their souls; and while
my hand can write, and my tongue speak, it will be the business
and the pleasure of my life to aim at promotbJg their growth and
establishment in the grace of our God and Savi:mr. To this pre-
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cious grace I commend them, aJ;ld earnestly entreat them, and all who
love His name, to strive mightily with their prayers' 'to God for me,
that I may be preserved faithful to the end, and enabled at last to
finish my course with joy."
, In reading the abo,:e, I was so much struck by its great similarity
"to your address, entitled" The Pastor to his People," which appeared
'in the May number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, that I was fain to call
attention to the fact. JOHN NEWTON, in his day and generation, was
called to a grand and noble work in the ministry, and, departing, has
left behind him "footprints in the sands of time." You too, sir, have
laboured 'long in the ministry, and God has not left you without abundant witnef?s that your labour has not been in vain in the Lord.
May tHe rest of your course be run with joy, and may the sunset
hours of life be tinged with the rays of the Sun of Righteousness, who
has: i,ndeed arisen in your heart "with healing in His wings."
,
I am, yours sincerely,
I Honisey, N., 'Whit Monday, 1888,
'
W. H. C.
,

I

COMMU;NIN'GS BY THE WAY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My nEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER I~ CHRIST,-" Grace be unto you,
and 'peace, from God 'our Father, and from the Lord J eaus Christ!' As
it is some tim'e since I hea~d from you, I write to ma~e inquiries of
you and yours, and at the same time, to avail myself of the present
opportunity by way of communion and 'fellowship with those exercises
which are' profitable to the soul. I ~herefore begin at the moment I
left off, and refer to my diary to refresh my memory.
. My dear brother, I have long come to the conclusion that the path
of duty' is a path of safety. This has no reference to that which is
known as "duty-faith." I believe a life of constant communion and
fellowship with Jesus is so necessary, that spiritual poverty to the soul
will be the consequence without it. The desire of the Christian man
or, woman is, to ., grow ,in' grace, and in the knowledge of our hord
and Saviour Jesus Christ" jand if there be any neglect on our part,
leanness of soul and darkness of mind will be the consequence. By
prayer and supplication must our wants be made known,,,that t~e Spirit
may call forth those graces He has planted, that the realIty of a
union with the dear Saviour may qe felt by constant communications,
which are refreshing to the soul, and so break the power of sin, to
revive and' strengthen the spirits, to open and enlarge to our view the
discoveries of the Person, glory, riches, and suitableness of Jesus Christ
to our all-sufficiency. We then 'exchange our leanness and poverty
for His fulness, righteousness, and strength, and realize the truth of
those words, "Truly our feIl'owship 'is with the Father and His Son
Jesus Christ."
My dear brother, "if God be for us, who can be against us ~ " Sin
and Satan may be trying us, 'but they cannot destroy or permanently
injure us, "if God be for us." He will not suffer us to be tempted
beyond that which we are able to' bear, for He will beat down our
I
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foes before our face, satisfy, us, and show us His salvation; And it. i:;
our 'mercy to know that 't,heo purposes of God 'can never be' overthrown',
and the Lord Jesus .Ohl'ist·'wiU be faithful to all His eJ?-gagements.
"'All that the Father' giveth Me shall come unto Me; and him that
cometh unto Me I will in' no wise cast out."
,
The religious world. appears ~o be gravitating to Unitarianism. The
importance of Ohrist's work and position is not known or 'acknowledged. Our good pO!'t says, ", What, think ye of Ohrist 1'. is the test,"
&c.
'
Now, thete can be no true Gospel, Ohurch without 'the presenc'e of
Jesus, a~d thqse who are in' the right way will pant for and after
;:;weet fellowship and communion with Jesus, and those 'assemblies
which Jesus honours with His presence will be blesseq. and encouraged.
It is out of His fulness that we receive grace for all our 'need.
"'Is Jesus i thy al1'1 'Is He uppermost in all things 1" I find it often
necessary to ask niyselfthes!=l questions. Faith hath for its one Object,
Jesus, and the true believer clings to Him with full purpose of heart. '
The graces of the Holy Spirit implanted in the souls of His people
are thereby f~d and kept alive, and brough~ into exercise by the corn·
munications of Jesus; My joy is in Him, not in ,~yself. "From Me,"
saith the dear Lord~ "is thY. fruit' found." .yes, in the precious Lamb
of God we have all th,ings.
Ah! my brother, what is our position to-day 1 Where would your
hope and mine, be but for Him 1 We love Him because we know
and fe~l our ne,eC!. of Hill)., ,and it is the langu~ge of our' hearts, I
know, "Be Thou' my portionl for in Thee I have a~l things.'" .
Then, faith which corner;; from'God will infallibly lead: -to Him. Every
trial and mortification which happens, either from the world or from
the Ohurch, will have a tende].1cy to show you more and more your
absolute need of Ohrist, and so bring forth the' cry, "Lord,,'£ave,
or I perish!" What a mercy to have the desire for His favour, and
so be prevent~d( from seeking it elsewhere!
,
If every trial-, every conviction of sin, unbelief, and, rebellion, brings
us to the Lord Jesus in confession and supplication, we shaH surely
find that the eye of the Lord. is over us for good. "That which I
see not, teach Thou me." This is the language of one who feels his
ignorance. If, by the mercy of God, ~e feel ourselves ignorant and
blind, and are arrai~, and, in that fea:r; are crying and looking upwards, the Lord has indeed set us in 'safety; and while we abide
there we are safe. No evil can touch us. I believe it is the will of
God to keep many of His people fpr long here. , It is a place .for toe
exercise of faith and humiliation, so, though it seem a low place, despise
it ,:not. " The fear of God" is here, which is "the beginning of
:w~dom "; and with wisdom understanding will follow.
Our greatest
t,jial and worst enemy is wi~hin; put it, is our mercy to know, phat
He can make a way for us, in whiGh we shall be enabled to walk and
to praise Him, for "He giveth power to the faint, and to them that
have no might He·, increaseth strength."
,
This is a hard lesson to learn, but it is. a glorious one, though it
may cut at the root of a too easy confidence, in which at times we
are apt to indulge, for if our outward troubles are great, we soon
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secretly. feel as if surely we had a claim upon God for His help, not
being duly impressed with a sense of· our sin and His infinite holiness.
But if the Lord so deals with us that we fall low, we shall be glad
to lay hold upon the skirt of Jesus Christ, and so touch the hem of
His garment. This will prove to be heavenly teaching, and so in the
end find much profit. If there be this continual looking to the Lord,
we need not fear that, in due time, He will deliver us from all our
troubles.
One word is enough. We need to remember that the government is
Qn Christ's shoulders, not on ours. We need not form any plans of
Qur own, but commit our all to the Lord. "There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able
to bear it." Therefore, if God is on our side, who "chooses base things,
and things that are despised, yea, and things that are not, to bring
to nought things that are," and if He has chosen us in whom to
glorify His power and grace, He will give us encouragement in prayer
and watchfulness to discern, and so discover to us that He makes
choice of the poorest, weakAst, as well as the most abject fears and
feelings of ours to lay us low, to take the fleshly conceit out of our
hearts, which only stand in our way, and prevent our enjoyment of
divine realities, so that the spirit of a little child may be granted unto
us, to which we know the kingdom of heaven is open, and all its
eternal glories.
Although everything around us is perishing and dying, He is from
everlasting to everlasting the unchanging God-a covenant-keeping God,
on whose covenant promises we can rely, and whose covenant faithfulness we can trust.
May the Lord, in His great mercy, through Christ, bring us together
heart to heart, is the prayer of
Yours in the everlasting Gospel,
Lee, May 18th, 1.888.
GEORGE A. NORTHOVER.
REPLY.

1. We are sure, dear brother, you are right in regard to that
"fellowship and communion" of which you speak. Past mercies, however blessed, will not suffice, only as examples and earnests. We want
fresh and fresh communications. The manna of yesterday will not do
for to-day's necessities. Moreover, His, gifts are not Himself! It is
Himself-His own divine Person-this, and this only, will meet our
requirements. All is a void and a blank without Himself! Himself I
Oh, how one loves to see the simplicity and the fervour of the inquirer
and the seeker after Himself! Himself! Many of the younger ones
in the family-the newly-called ones-put the elders to shame in this
respect. We speak feelingly upon this point.
"Where is the blessedness we knew
When 'first we saw the Lord 1
Where is the soul-reviving view
Of Jesus and His Word 1

-"""l
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"What peaceful hours we then enjoyed!
How sweet their memory still!
But they have left an aching void
The world ban never fill."

And what a mercy, dear brother, that such is the case! What a mercy
to know personally and experimentally the vast difference between the
fasting and the feasting I What a mercy to have hHard ill one's own
innermost soul the jubilee-trump-the full and free deliverance from a
worse than Egyptian captivity and a tyrannizing bondage and slavery!
Present bonds and fleshly fetters (blessed be God) differ materin.lly
from this our former state and condition. How different and how
distinct must have been the feelings of the Israelites in their wilder11ess journey (even though the pillar of the cloud hid the bright rays
of the sun) from the toil and the gloom of Egypt! So, in like manner,
our wilderness-experiences are very, very different to what we were
the subjects of in our Egyptian darkness and slavery. We have seen
the light-we have heard His voice. We know now what once we'
were ignorant of. Let us thank God for this, and say, as one of old
said-" I am not what I wish to be; I am not as I shall be; but
(thank God!) I am not as I was I" Alas! alas! how we forget this!
How we lose sight of what He has been and what He has done!
Oh, how we feel this, and how we regret it! We would, if we could, keep
up a lively remembrance of what He has been and what He has donE',
in the spirit of the Apostle, when he exclaimed, "Who hath delivered
us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that He
will yet deliver us." This is what we want-to thank Him fol' the
past, and trust Him for the future. It is such cruel unbelief-such
base ingratitude-after such marvellous mercy, and that after so many,
many years, to call in question, even for a moment, His future'
dealings-.His covenant faithfulness, His divine all·sufficiency. "Is this.
thy kindness to thy Friend 1" Ah! brother, this inquiry, from time totime, cuts us to the very heart's core, and leads to the acknowledg..
ment before God of being the very basest of sinners.
2. In seeking for that" growth in grace and in the knowledge of our'
Lord Jesus Christ" of which you speak, we are sure that nothing short
of the walking and talking with' Jesus will satisfy His hungry and His
thirsty ones. Mere doctrine, a set creed, or certain opinions (all well!'
as this may be in a certain sense) will not satisfy. It is intimacy is
wanted-jriendship-a holy jamiliarity. Distance-strangeness-shynessa lack of intercourse and communion-stand in such marked contrast with,
the" coming up out of the wilderness, leaning upon the Beloved." How
often have we thought, and sometimes spoken, of a scene we witnessed
upon the old walk along the shore at Southampton, hard by where the
docks are now. We have looked upon the same spot within the last few
days where, sixty years ago, we saw what we are about to speak of,.
namely, a gentleman in the last stage of consumption, leaning his whole
weight upon his man-servant, as he sought to obtain a little of the·
ge:::tle, balmy breeze from the Southampton Water, upon that beautiful
summer morning. "Oh," thought we, "that's just like the bride
, coming up out of the wilderness, leaning upon her Beloved.''' Ah t:
brother, wal may one add, in the retrospect of those sixty years2 G
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"Many days have passed since then;
Many changes I have seen;
Yet have been upheld till now;
Who couldst hold me up but Thou 1 "

And shall we not add, in spite of all our fears and misgivings-the
weakness and the weariness of the flesh-the wear and tear of our
poor fallen humanity" His love in times past forbids 'me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to bring me quite through" 1
"Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

3. You say, dear brotb.er, that you often find it necessary to ask yourself the questions, "Is Jesus thy all 1 Is He uppermost in all things 1"
In like manner sometimes, in our low moods, and when greatly de'pressed at being excluded from one's wonted labours in the sanctuary,
we are led, notwithstanding the darkness, desolation, and dread, to
exclaim" Do not I love Thee, dearest Lord 1
Oh, search this heart and see;
And, from my bosom. tear the part
'That beats not true to Thee."

" 'Lord, Thou knowest all things: Thou knowest that I love Thee.'
Thou knowest that we have ,long since determined, if we perish, it shall
Again, we appeal to Him upon the ground of the
be at Thy feet."
full belief and frank and unreserved declaration that "there is none
other name un~er heaven given among men whereby we must be saved
but Jesus only." Is He riot" all our salvation and all our desire" 1
In pleading before the Lord that memorable 139th Psalm, can we not
testify, as the Psalmist did, "Do not I hate them, 0 Lord, that hate
Tnee 1 and am not I grieved with those that rise up against Thee 1 "
In the same spirit, can't we appeal, "Lord, were I cut off and sent to
the bottomless pit, could I bear to hear Thy d~ar name blasphemed
there; or to hear Thee charged with injustice or cruel wrong 1" Oh,
how. great the mercy thus to be able to cast ourselves at His dear
feet, and to appeal to Him as the heart.searching, rein-trying God!
4. YeR, brother, it is as we are led by the Holy Ghost to see and
feel our own personal destitution and barrenness, we are led corresponqingly to realize the preciousness of the mercy, "From Me is thy
fruit found:" Oh, yes, it is "of Him, and to Him, and through Him
are all things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen." "He must increasEl,
but we must decrease." We are to be brought low, and then He mercf'
fully and graciously helps us.
"
5. Well, too, is it,' dear brother, as you intimate, to have had. a surfeit of the world-for the various exercises in connection therewith to
have driven us out 'of the creature to take refuge in the Lord Himself,
and in Himself alone. It is by no light or trifling ordeal such a state
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It is, as a rule, only by 1'epetition-the
"line upon line, line upon line, precept upon precept, precept upon
precept; the here a little, and the there a little." And, after all, oh,
how little do we know of ourselves, and how little of our God! What
patience-what forbearance-what long-suffering-upon His part! Oh,
bow often we think of the lines-

cf things is brought about.

" Could we bear from one another
What He daily bears from us 7"

6. Yes, yes, brother, the low place is the safe place. By this, we do
/)Jot mean a bondage condition, or a state of doubt as to adoption.
There may be-alld, blessed be God, there is-the full, unwavering, settled
,assurance, <l I know whom I have believed" ; but, as already intimated,
this does not suffice. It is the renewing and the reviving we want.
Fresh manifestations-new discoveries-precious unfoldings-the "Fear
not!" and the" I am with thee! " spoken again and again. Aye, and we
want this, moreover, in order to counteract the doubts and fears which
&lmost of necessity present themselves upon the enlarged sight and sense
-of our baseness, blackness, devilism, in the face of all that we have
realized and experienced of His goodness" His mercy, His boundless
compassion, and marvellous forbearance and long-sufleri,ng. The deeper
sight and sense of this state of things leads to the inquiry, "Can ever
God dwell in such a heart as mine ~ Can I be the partaker of grace
whilst the subject of such forgetfulness, 'ingratitude, and distrust ~ "
Hence the need of the renewal. Hence the cry, "Wilt Thou not
['evive us again, that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ~" We contend
that none are so fearful as those who have least need to fear. None
sigh so much as those who sing to the praise of the glory of His
grace. None doubt so much as those who delight in His love. None
have so much to contend with darkness as those who enjoy the light of
His countenance. None are so stTong as the weak ones. None have such
& stoTe of grace as those who are most empty..
None are so fruitful as
those who weep and mourn over their baTTenness.
All this, dear brother, is paradoxical and contradictory to the worldling or the novice in divine things, but not so to those who are
instructed in the secrets of the Lord. This is the kind of teaching in
the school of Christ. These are the lessons in which the Holy Ghost
instructs and edifies.
That He may graciously smile upon you and yours, and cause you to
realize that your last'days are your brightest and best, being so much
nearer home, is the prayer of
THE EDITOR.
EPITAPH
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BOLD infidelity, turn pale and die!
Beneath this stone three infant ashes lieSay-are they lost or saved 1
"
If, death'a by sin, they sinned, because' they're here;
If heaven's by worl>s, in heaven they can't appear.
Reason-ah ! how depraved!
Review the Bible's sacred page-the knot's untiedThey died, for Adam sinned; they·Ji ve, for Jesus died.
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GREETINGS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I greet you in the ever-blessed name and love of oUJr
Lord Jesus Ohrist.
Many times would I write you and others whom I love in the Lord
Jesus, but immediately the desire springs up in my heart, there
arise such clouds of unbelief as to any testimony of mine being
acceptable to the children of God, that my pen is often laid aside, and
the spirit within me is quenched and cast down, but not destroyed,
for is not the very conflict which I have within proof that I am
quickened-not dead in my sin 1 And if quickened, then born again
of the Spirit from above, "of an incorruptible seed, by the Word
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever." Yes, I am "confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work
in me will perform [or complete] the work until the day of our
Lord Jesus Ohrist," for I know that" all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose," and that "all whom He did foreknow,
He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son,"
our Lord Jesus Ohrist, "that He might be the First-born among
many brethren." Moreover," whom He did predestinate, them He alst}
called; and whom He called, thern. He also justified; and whom He
justified, them He also glorified." And what shall I more say 1
They are called out of darkness
.Born again of an " incorruptible" seed
Which liveth and abideth for ever,.
Into Ris marvellous light;
Their understanding it is opened
What power on earth, or hell beneath,
With a joyous delight.
TheIr soul from Christ may sever 1
Whereas, before, they were spiritually Shall sin, with all its vile satani~
dead,
power,·
Now are they alive for evermore
Cast into outer darkness, in that last
In Christ, their covenant Head.
dread hour,
When death's cold voice is heard 1
This one thing they know-their soul
it is free;
Nay! neither sin, nor death, nor life,
Whereas they were blind, now they
" Nor things present, nor things t()
can see.
. come,"
The world from its synagogues
ShaH separate us from the "love 01
May cas~ them out with scorn,
God,"
Or our" eternal home,"
.But they cannot kill the eternal liCe
Unto which their soul is born.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Oh, 'the heart-burnings which at times I have! Yet., again, there are
times when I am as cold, and callous, and hard as a stone-so much
so, that I am as one of old, "half-dead" ; but He cometh again, binds
up my wounds, pouring in the oil and wine of the old Gospel of the
grace of our God, and then that which
" Law and terrors could not do,
All the while they worked alone,
Came.a sense of blood· bought pardon,
And dissolved my heart of stone" (Luke x. 30-35).
From the very ground of my heart do I endorse all dear" G. A. N."
writes in last month's, GOSPEL MAGAZINE, last paragraph, pa~e 352, as
to tl,e continuous burd~n of the old man-old nature-which is literally
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corrupt, earthly, sensual, and devilish!
"It is the Spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing." We have no confidence in
the flesh. "0 wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from
the body of this death 1 I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord."
I do love to hear and to read of God's salvation, proceeding alone from
pure, free, unmerited, and unadulterated, sovereign grace. It is "all
my salvation and all my desire," and He maketh it to grow, though not
'
to that extent my heart would wish.

for

" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering Boul to Thee;"
.t

If ever it should come to rass,
The sheep of Christ might fall away,
My fickle, feeble soul, alas!
Would fall ten thousand times a day."

Chief of sinners that I am, I do thank God that salvation is of
grace, and not of works, so that none can boast-" It is not of him
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy"
-mercy! mercy! Therefore hath He mercy upon whom He will have
mercy, and (with reverence and fear I speak) whom He will He ,hardeneth. Language like this I know will give great offence to the sel£righteous and godless, both alike, but not so to all taught of God (Isa.
liv. 13).
"Oh, 'tiB awful to be left alone;
Dead to God, ourselves unknown!
We must be quickened by His grace,
Or God's salvation none can trace" (John iii. 3-8).

Did man but receive the terrible truth, so plainly made known in the
Scriptures, of universal damnation, he would not be long in craving and
erying for a most particular salvation. No mere generalities of mere
sincerity in anyone doctrine would then satisfy hit; hunger and thirst
after a far different and better righteousness· than his own filthy rags,
in which he is now so prone to boast and glory.
" 'Tis they that are sick, not they that are whole,
That need the Physician to cure the BOUl."

Dear Editor., I know, old as you are, you will arise and sing with
me, "'Tis a blessed relief to sinners the chief," when the soul can
rest upon the finished work of our Lord Jesus Christ, and believe that,
amidst all the rubbish now cast on God'(; highway, the truth is the
truth, and ever keeps on shining brighter and brighter" until the perfect
day." Yes, though the prince of this world,the devil, and his host
keep on endeavouring to tread it underfoot, to do as they will, yet
the Lord God Almighty He reigneth still. Do we not repeatedly even
now see it,
" Phoonix-like, aris~,
And smite the godl,esB host on earth
With blindness in their eyes" 1 (Matt. xv. 12-14.)

J. N.
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GOSPEL 'BOOK MISSION TO 'THE- ARMY·· AND' NAVY.

,

, 1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR Sm,-I earnestly hope that fri~nds of the soldiers and'sailors
will heartily' ,respond to your appeal in the 'GOSPEL. MAGAZINE for
June, and thereby enable you _to send a goodly number of the work
entitled " Walks and Talks with Jesus," also "Looks To and From
Jesus," for the benefit of the above Mission. "Whatsoever thy hand
nndeth to do, do it with thy might j for there is no work, nor device,
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest" (Eccles.
ix. 10).
" How blest are the people whose God is the Lord,
Whose shield is salvation, whose guide is the Word;
Who have reasen to sing, though under His rod, There's none can be likened to J eshurun's God! ' "

The followin,g testimonies have just come to hand:FROM A MISSIONARY TO THE NAVY.
"DEAR FRIEND,-Your valuable box of books arrived on Saturd3Y,
the 5th ult. It will, I am sure, be gratifying to you to know how
eagerly they are sought'for, and the eagerness with which they are read.
"A woman, the wife of a private, passed away on Saturday. To
her;" Walks 'and Talks" was a great· co~fort, especially so as it kept
the Man of Sorrows constantly before her mind, and led her to realize
that in Him she had One who was acquainted with her grief, and was
able to support her in all her affliction, and that ,He was near, and n(}!;.
afar off. She could truly say" One there is above all others,
Oh, how He loves!

"For yourself, I trust the God of all grace will enable you to carry
on the Mission for the glory of God and the salvation of souls."
FROM A MISSIONARY TO' SEAMEN.
"'My DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Many thanks for ,the nice box of book~,
which came safely to hand. I must apologise for not answering
before, but I only arrived home this morning from a cruise. I need
scarcely say How very welcome they are. I was especially glad to get
the ' Walks and Talks with Jesus,' for past experience leads me tf>
expect that Wey'will prove a blessing j but I think I have mentioned
this' before.
'
,
, "' I would on1y just and that, of' all the books' or milgal1ines which 1
have distributed', of none· p.ave I' received such testimony of blessin,(i
(received from the' Lord's people' of' all' sects') as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Many godly' men' amongst our fishermen, after reading it ou
board, have taken 'it h:ome to their families, and in two or three, instances, to suffering wives or mothers, and they seldom see me without
asking if I have got a GOSPEL MAGAZINE or two for the sick ones' at
home j and to the aged, who have' retired from active life because of
the infirmities of years, it has 'brought, in too many in~tances to
number, "rich consolati'on and' showers of blessing.'
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"I am glad you will contin,ue the work of the Gospel IiookMission,
begun/by my dear friend and some time fellow-labourer in the'Lord,
whose loss, I know, is so sore a trial. May the Divine Comforter
Himself gra-nt you that fulness of consolation which only the God of
all comfort can give, is the earnest prayer of yours in the blessed
hope,
"
"
I remain, rev. and dear sir, yours to serve in the Gospel of Christ,
A. E. BRIDER.
Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury, Jttne 11th, 1888.
OOMMENTS.
Since our last issue we have met with one who has long been engaged
in the Lord's work, who informed' us that, many years ago, a friend
said to him, in reference to certain old GOSPEL MAGAZINES and other
publications he had by him, "Why don't you send them to Mr. BRIDER,
who is in Malta, and would be so glad of them, that 'he might circulate
them among the soldiers and sailors there 1" He fell in with the suggestion, and forwarded the Magazines in question; and this he believes
was the origin of the great work that has since been accomplished.
How well may this stimulate others t~ seek to do what they can, and
whilst they can, for the time cometh when all such opportunities will
have passed away fOJ; ever. Oh, how all-important is the exhortation,
and how 'solemn the statement, "Work whilst it is called to-day, for
the night cometh when no man can work."
It appears to us as if we never felt this more, if ,so· much as now.
According to previous arrangement, we had promised (if the, Lord permitted) to meet our dear Sunday and day-school teachers and friends
at Salisbury, yesterday, upon their annual outing. As we left Southsea,
and the train passed one of the large cemeteries which was opened
upon the closing of the Kingston churchyard, which was always considered one of the largest in the kingdom, we were perfectly amazed
at the multitude of gravestones that presented themselves. What a
farce did life appear as we contemplated the thousands upon thousands
of mouldering bodies inside those walls, and who, within the last very
few years, had been engaged in the activities of life even as ourselves!
Upon reaching Salisbury·we passed the gaol chapel where, three months
ago, we, for the last time, met our late friend, Mr. BRIDER. How little
did we then think that he was within a few days of being called away
from the' work in which he had been so long and heartily' engaged!
There, in the noble Maundrel Hall, most kindly placed at our service
by dear Mr. THwAITES, 'of Fisherton rectory,· we met upwards of a
hundred of our beloved'Bristol friends and fellow-labourers, together'with
the Rev. R. N OYES, who now' ministers to our dear peop,le. We,
leave our readers to judge (for we cannot attempt to describe) what were
our feelings upon this interesting, and to us most'memorable occasion.
Suffice it, as we contemplated that happy gathering -as we thought .of
by-gone years, and the many who had passed away-as we felt, moreover, our own inability to speak to them as for so. many years we have
been wont to do-it seemed as ,though our opportunities had passed, and
that for ever! It appeared as if life's little day, as far at least as we
I

I

will
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were concerned, was o'er! The time for activity, labour, and usefulness
had gone! Hence the need of giving heed to the exhortation, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither
thou goest."
Moreover, after taking leave of the dear friends, and returning to
Southsea, we found letters awaiting us the nature of which served
only to intensify the state of mind we have just so imperfectly
expressed. The month is too far advanced for us to publish these
letters in our present number, otherwise we would gladly have done
• so, in order that their contents might be a means of stimulating our
readers to do what they can whilst they can. We trust that the facts
mentioned in Mrs. BRIDER'S letter may prompt our dear friends to do
what they can in this great and good work. It does indeed cheer
our heart and revive our often-drooping spirits when we hear of the
Lord's smile upon our humble writings, The pen is all we can now
use in the Lord's service, and how long that privilege may be vouchsafed to us is known alone to Himself.
THE EDITOR.

Sums rece-ived tou'ards the five hundred" Walks and Talks with Jesus," and
five hundred "Looks To and F1'Om Jesus," to be fm'warded for the ~lse
of the Miss-ion, at threepence per copy:Dr. - - , Southsea
... £3 0 0 A Friend, Ipswich
£1 o 0
o 5 0
Miss Griffith, Gravesend
1 0 0 Mrs. Bal:ge, Southport
Mr. Goodlin, Rockland Mary 0 5 0 Mrs. File, Eltham
o 5 0
o 2 6
Mr. G. A. Northover, Lee
2 0 0 Mr. Meminder, Tiverton
Misses Parke, Seaforth...
0 10 0
F AINTINGS AND FEARS.
To the EditO'l' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR, DOUDNEY,-I feel indebted to you for what you so kindly
sent. I have found the books very profitable reading to my soul. In
fact, my own exercises in various ways are so clearly expressed as to
cause wonder and astonishment, and I have felt to exclaim while readin,g,
" As face answereth to face, so doth the heart of man to man"; and "As
iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the countenance of a man his friend."
Your exercises concerning the article of death, and the great depression you often feel while meditating upon it, especially in the night.
seaeon, I believe I might say I fully understand. But I can believe
for you that your so great fears will never be realized, but that His
own most gracious promise will be verified, "When thou passest
through the waters, I will. be with thee; and through the floods, they
shall not overflow thee," &c.
Some years ago, I became acquainted with a child of God here, and
almost the first one I knew after coming to this city, and the only one
I did know for some years, and I used to go as often as I could for
conversation, as there was not another one in all my acquaintance with
whom I could converse upon spiritual and eternal things. He spoke
often of the dread he had of death, fearing that solemn hour, and how
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it would be with him then. At that time I was not so troubled with
these fears, and I used to tell him, "Why, it will surely"be all right.
The promise extends to the Jordan of death, and through it. He will
not leave' you there," which was certainly true. But he was looking upon
it then as so near. There was "but a step betwixt him and death."
He was some years older than myself, and in failing health, while I was
in health, and could trust the promises.
Well, one thing is certain-I did not then know much about his trials
in this respect, therefore was not a companion for him, as it appears'
to me I might be now, were he here, subject still to fears, and doubts,
and sins, and all the infirmities of the flesh. He has some years since
passed away from it all. He did not know when the grim messenger
came. He was sitting at a table writing, when he fell and expired
almost instantly. When his daughter, who hurried to his side, reached
him, the vital spark had fled. He never once spoke.
I felt his death keenly, and, coming so suddenly, it was quite a shock.
Yet I could but rej oice for his sake that the Lord should thus take
him home. Where now were all those fears to which he had, more or
less, been in bondage for a long time, if not for a life-time 1 Oh, how
groundless were such fe:trs, to be sure!
Well, my dear friend, is it not strange, with such testimonies, such
facts, before us, and having proved the Lord's faithfulness and lovingkindness for so many years, that we still fear the final i5sue-the end 1
I am astonished at myself, at times, more than can express; and yet
the feeling comes, and I find it altogether too strong for me. I cannot
manage it, therefore am obliged to besiege a throne of grace, and cry
to Him who came to destroy the devil and his works, and rob death
of its sting. Oh, how many errands to the throne has this alone mlJ,de
me! And it is well that trials come of some kind to drive me there;
and, indeed, I do not know where I should be without theJIl, and
especially situated as I am with those who know not God-conversation entirely upon worldly matters, and my mind often carried away
with it. It is well that my shoulders are well weighted with sorrow
and trial, as a ballast t~ my otherwise trifling spirit.
May the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob keep, bless, and
defend you, and prolong your lifd still a little longer, if it is His will.
So prays,
Yours unworthily, but sincerely,

r

Cleveland, Ohio.

LYDIA HUGHES.
REPLY.

We quite agree with our correspondent that it is strange that one
should be the subject of such fears and such dark and gloomy exercises
about sickness and death, the more especially after having enjoyedand that, it may be, for ma'ly years-a simple belief and a childlike
confidence that, as the Lord had been true to His word, "As thy days,
so shall thy strength be," through all the chequered scenes of the
time-state, so assuredly He would be at its close. The surprise is the
greater when, in addition to this simple faith;' there have been times
and seasons when in very deed, to all human appearance, there has
been but a step betwixt one and death,and yet, at the same time,
not a particle of fear nor the semblance of recoiling. We say, to be
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in such' bonds and fetters, after these 'experiences, :seems strange; but
nevertheless' it is true. But what do we learn by it 'I What, but
our ,absolute •and entire dependence upon the Lord ~ Not upon our
faith~not upon our experience-not upon our knowledge of doctrine,
however clear that knowledge, or sound and Scriptural that doetrine.,
No; all these fail, as in and of themselves .our security or our blessedness. It is the Lord Himself-the Lord, and the Lord alone-who
is our Hope, Trust, Stay, Defender, Deliverer, all"gracious and allglorious Conqueror. Here, and hero alone, is our Resting-place.
Moreover, the very fears and misgivings cut up, root and branch, our
fleshly free-will trust and confidence, and give the lie to the libellous
charge that a belief in covenant verities leads to recklessness of walk
and conversation. Far, far otherwise is it where there is a true, heartfelt reception of the truth.' Such is attended with the fruits' of
righteousness, which are to the praise and glory of the great and
gracious Bestower.
THE EDITOR.
SUSTAINING STRENGTH.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I received your 'letter a few days ago, with
the sad account of your illness, and the trials connected with it, and
pray that the Lord will make His grace sufficient to enable you to
cast all your burdens upon Him. Afflictions" for the present are not
joyous, but grievous, but they afterwards yield the peaceable fruits of
righteousness to those who are exercised thereby." I know what- it is
to be ,deprived of fellowship in Christ Jesus with those whom I love
in· the Lord. It has been, and still is, 'a sore trial to me. Yet, amid
all the ,sufferings of the flesh and tribulation from without, our God
is still the same,' "without, variableness or shadow of turning.'" No
variableness in Him. And how sweet the peace, and how comforting
it-is when, in the power of the Spirit and the Word, we realize that
the same love that sometimes fills us with peace, and joy in believing;
has ordained all our trials in weight and measure. The sorest and
seemingly the hardest to be borne all come from the loving heart r of
God, who means to do us good with all His heart and all His, soul;
and ,when He withdraws His presence, and leaves us to sink' deeper and
deeper into the internal depths of. our wretched depravity, how hard it
is for us to keep fast hold of the 'Lord's eternal, immutable, and unchangeable love to us! Yet this is God's appointed way for us to learn
more of the'love of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Spirit, and ,give
to--eacw ~Peri>,on in the Godhead the glory due for our salvation, lmd
the building up, of our souls in the most holy faith of the Gospel.
.You; dear' brother, have ,learned that all your, past trials have served
to teach you ,more and more of the infinite wisdom and love of Godthat none could, have been <1ispensed with, consistehtly with the gracious
purpose' of God and your spiritual benefit-aNd so will you reap again
the precious .fruits of your present and sore trials. The flesh must be
crucified in order that we may learn the love of a crucified Saviour. It
is the only way in which we can be conformed to the image of Christ
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for "as the outward man. p~risheLh, the inward man is renewed day
by day." The Apostle Paul considered all his trials-and they were
sore indeed-needful for the 'spiritual benefit of the-Church. The same
God of -love watches over· you. The floods cannot overflow you, for
God hath limited their power. "Thus far shalt thou go, and no fllrther."
The fire cannot burn you, nor the flames kindle upon you, for' God
holds them in' the bounds of His 'gracious purpose, to enrich your soul
with spiritual. benefits. ',Jesrls has left us an efl:ample of suffering with
patience. He was "tempted in all points, that He migh~ succour the
tempt6d." We cannot be led into any trying pathway tllat Christ did
not travel before us in inconceivably greater suffering., In all the Lord's
dealings with us He brings .forth His gracious purposes.
I look' forw;trd to our happy meeting in, the world of g19rvr, when
we shall see Jesus as He is, and be for evet like Him,t~n.~d with His
spirit, and for ever rejoicing in His love. Our few remaining trials
upon earth,' appointed in the love 9f God, will serve' to fill up our
meetness for an inheritance among the saints in light; and, in God's
appointed time, we shall be clothed with spiritual 'bodies, and. both souls
and bodies redeemed from every spot and stain of sin.
Yours in the love of Christ,
Hackensack, April 10th, 1888:
i'
L: MOORE.
, REPLY.

Ah ! beloved, it will be a meeting indeed. Comparing the present
with the past, when we used, sixtY'years ago, to repeat the verse. with
so much zest that you have just quoted, we think, if we were to realize
now what we did then, we should so long to be gone, and be so
thoroughly .impatient, that. we should be altogether unfitted for the
little that remains for us to do, and in which we are at the present
engaged. To this we sometimes; instrumentally, attribute the state' of
mind under which, for most part, we are ,exercised. with 'respect to. the
closing up of· our little ·time-career. In spite· of past, mercies and most
blessed manifestations, we from day to day, undergo .a trial .of faith
which .no words, can express. Our non-occ;upation in regard to 'pulpit
privileges produces a depression of spirits that no poor words of ,ours
can express. Suffice it, it compels us to cry mightily to the, ~ord,;. ,and
among our most fervent petitions is that to which you refer, even that
He would grant that, "as the outward' mail 'ljerisheth,' the inward man
might be renewed day by, day." Oh, for' more of these rene:wings ',and
revivals! "Ve want fresh and fresh communications. We 'camlOt',be"
satisfied with the manna of yesterday. It is the daily-hourly"-" walking and talking wit):! Jesus" that we want.
.'
.We, were favoured with a special season a few days .since. It al'ose
thu~. His dear Person aIld divine authority were called 'in question. it
immediately roused within us what we venture to call, ~ holYl and
righteous indignation. Our whole soul ,was stirred i to the utmost. We
felt thft~ we could then and there; die for' ,Him, if need. be, ,The
ardour and spiritual animation and· fearlessness: of'·the; martyrs lwelie
readily ,unders~ood, with, their, perfect. calmness and courage in·rgqing
to the stake; and out of the fulness of the heart, in spite. ef, all ,:we
feel and fear, we could but e~claim-
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"Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust."

Oh, for more of such seasons!
Moreover, yesterday morning, when we first opened upon the dear
(lId Book, the eye at once fell upon Isaiah Iviii. 11-" And the Lord
43hall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make
fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail not." It was very precious, and we
could but tell the Lord that it was all we could desire, if He would
but fulfil His word, and "do as He had said." Notwithstanding, how. ever, in the course of the day, the spirits again drooped exceedingly.
Like the poor woman in the Gospel, we could by no means lift up ourselves. But, in the dreaded night, we had a dream, leading us back to
the perplexing position and circumstances of long-gone-by years. We
awoke, to find it was but a dream, and oh, with the discovery that it
was only a dream there came such a review of His marvellous mercies,
His astounding goodness, His matchless kindness, His amazing forbearance, His wondrous bestowments, and His infinite compassion,
forbearance, and long-suffering, that our very soul was entranced and
enamoured in the contemplation of all that. He is in Himself, and all
that He has been to such a poor, vile, ill-and-hell-deserving creature as
Your brother in the Lord,
Southsea, June 10th, 1888.
THE EDITOR.
THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
[With pleasure and gratitude we give insflrtion to the annexed
letter. At the same time, we bflg to return our heartfelt thanks to those
(If our readers who so kindly responded to our request in re~ard to
(lur old friend, who has, by their means, been placed at the head of
the poll. No less than 1,170 votes were registered on her behalf,
.although it was her first application. The next highest, we perceive,
was 1,063; the lowest of the twenty-five candidates was 284.-ED.]

To the Editor of the Gaspel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR,-I beg to inform you that some of my friends communicated to me, as soon as it was possible, the result of the canvass
on my behalf at the election on Tuesday, and it was truly astonishing
to me-so very much beyond what I could have expected.
I desire to convey to you my best thanks for the very deep interest
you have taken in my case. I am at a loss how to express myself on
this occasion, but desire to have grace given me to feel a heart full
(If love alld thankfulness to the Gracious Bestower of so many mercies
and favours, and also to the very kind friends who responded to your
appeal on my behalf in the Magazine, which was lent to me at that
time, and also the number containing a copy of what was addressed
by you to me so long ago, which I read with deep interest, and have
been no stranger to those dark seasons and gloomy fears since then.
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May I ask you kindly to convey to your readers my grateful thanks
for all their kindness to me through the same medium ~ I am awar&
it is asking a great favour, but believe you will grant it as freely as.
you have done the former ones. I feel a desire to sympathize with you
in your present trial, being laid aside from the work you so much
love to be engaged in. If it be in accordance with the will of your
dear Lord, may the rest and means employed be blessed to restoring
you again,' so that your labours may }'et be blessed to His dear
people; but, if those labours should be drawing to a close, may a
gracious Lord grant you much of His blessed presence, and bid yoU!
welcome to the mansion rrepared for you, when those who love you so·
much are called to mourn over your loss, for many will feel it doubtle'Os a loss to them, but will know it will be your eternal gain. I, for
one, shall have cause, while memory holds her seat, to remember
the time when I was privileged to listen to' your remarks and your
earnest pleadings at the prayer-meetings in that room where I first
knew you.
I must now draw to a close, begging you to remember me in your
prayers for the poor and needy, for such I desire to be, as they are
described in God's holy Word; but do want to be able to add truly,
"Yet the Lord thinketh upon me." Oh, for faith to believe it is
really so, in spite of all my fears and the suspicions that so often
come with such force into my mind !
Dear sir, I will, with deep respect, gratefully subscribe myself, with
best wishes for your dear family,
Yours very respectfully,
Penge, June 8th, 1888.
E. H. BEARDWELL.
COMMENTS.

Although some two-and-forty years have since passed away, well dowe remember the seasons of which our friend and sister in the Lord
speaks, in regard to those prayer-meetings at Sydenham. One time in
particular recurs to us. It was a dark lane through which we had to
return to our home, and from very childhood we have had quite a.
horror of darkness.
We were then about to go to Ireland, and the
enemy set in with his, "If you feel thus here, what will be your
dread in the wilds of Ireland ~ " We had little, if aught, to say in
reply. But what was the result ~ Why, when we came there-that
is, to the dreaded Tipperary-we were as calm and as happy'in the
Lord as it was almost possible to be. We had no more fear nor
shrinking then than we have now, whilst recording the fact. Oh,
that we could learn by these things! Oh, that they were abiding
lessons! Oh, that we could say, as the result of such personal proof
and experimental knowledge, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul ~
and why, art thou disquieted within me ~ Hope thou in God: for I
shall.yet praise Him, who is the health of my countenance, and my
God" ! Yea, may we 'not venture to add-" And the Lord shall
deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto His
heavenly kingdom j to whom be glory for ever and ever. Ainen " ~
THE EDITOR.
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!\thithH,j, anll ;jotittS o£~:O'ohs.
A History of the Jesus Lane Sunday School, Cambridge.
Thomas Dixon.

Cambridge:

(Ooncluded from page 328.)

one writer states, "Some of the earliest friends of the school
afterwards went out as missionaries; others were scattered over the
land as clergy in rural parishes, and some were placed in populous districts," another contributor to the book before us says;WHILST

I consider it a privilege to have been one of the founders of the Jesus
Lane Sunday School, for I believe no similar institution has been more signally blessed to poth teachers, parents, and children. How many of the teachers,
already among the· Church triumphant, were, as a means, greatly indebted
to the association with their fellow-workers in connection with this school
for the eminent piety and usefulness which they subsequently evinced. Such
were LANE, GOULBURN, Bishop VIDAL, and THORNTON.

Speaking of the school, says one wrjter;I have always viewed my connection .with this school as one of those providential circumstances which mainly fitted me for the fulfilment of the work
to which I was called in the mini.try of the Word.

In allusion to those connected with the work, and since called to
their great account, we read;In the list of teachers of this period, those familiar with the Cambridge
Calendar will notice the names· of many high in either one or both of the
triposes. Two of the number are now occupying important positions as
colonial bishops. Of those who have been called to their rest, CONYBEARE,
WHYTEHEAD, RAGLAND, SPENCER THORNTON, LANE, and FORSYTH deserve
special attention-the three former on account of their subsequent well-known
labours in the Church of Christ; the three latter, because their contemporaries
refer in so marked a manner to their zeal in connection with the school, and
to the influence for good which they exercised.
,

In the sketch of the charaders of former teachers, the following is
that given of our dear early friend, the "John" who occupies so prominent a position in the book, "T1'y and Try Again";JOHN DOUDNEY LANE probably succee:led THORNTON in the superintendency. He held office at the time at which our minutes commence, and
resigned on November 71h, 1859, when he became Curate of Barnwell.. For
some time the meetings of the teachers were held in his rooms in St. John's
College. He seems to have exercised an influence in the school scarcely less
than that of THORNTON.
.
His contemporary teachers allude to him in such termS as the following ;"My connection with the school I shall ever esteem among the chief
privileges and, mercies of my life as an undergraduate. In after years, when
J. D. LANE and I were' in orders, I ,was privileged to keep up some
intimacy with him, until death put It. period to his. singularly useful life.
I have, I think, a letter or two from him, written, when at Madeira'. If
I may venture to offer a suggestion, it would be to recomlllend some
especial notice of Mr. LANE, as having exercised so ma'J;ked an influence on
the school."
"One of the superintendents was LA~E, of St. John's, of whom especially
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I have a grateful and delightful recollection, as a man of lovely Christian
character, every word and every look showing the spirit he was of."
"Those I remember best are the late Rev. J. D. LANE, Dean of St. John',!,
Curate of Barnwell, our first superintendent in my time. His sermon to the
Sunday scholars, of all Cambridge, in Great St. Mary's, may be worth.alluding
to in your report. It was an allegory, and listened to with deep interest
both by young and old. His plain features lit up with holy love while talking
to children 'as it had been the face of an angel.'"
Both as a Jesus Lane teacher, and as Curate of the parish, he was much
beloved by the inhabitants of Barnwell, and his portrait may still be seen
hanging on the walls of very many of the houses. After he had resigned his
place upon the committee, and entered upon the work of a Curate, he
continued to have considerable influence among the Jesus Lane teachers,
and W13 find mention made upon the minutes of motions rejected because
he objected to them.
Proposals were on two or three occasions made to
increase the rate of subscription paid by the teachers at a time when there
was a heavy debt upon the school, but Mr. LANE always objected, lest good
men of limited means should be prevented from becoming teachers.
The seventh wrangler of his year, he became a Fellow of St. John's, and
he was presented by the college to the rectory of Forncet St. Peter's, Norfolk,
which, however, he held but a short time, being called away at the early age
of thirty-four.
.
.
A tablet is placed upon the chancel wall in Christ Church, bearing the
following inscription :In Memory of
THE REV. JOHN DOUDNEY LANE, M.A.,
Late Fellow of St. John's Oollege,
And Rector of Forncet St. Peter's, Norfolk;
Formerly Ourate of this parish.
Born Nov. 12, 1812.-Died April 27, 1847.
He was an example to the believers
In faith, in charity, in word, in purity,
And having done the work of an evangelist,
And made full proof of his ministry,
He entered into rest,
Looking for the mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ unto eternal life.
His funeral sermon was preached by the Rev. H. E. PRESTON, Rector
of Tasburgh. With reference to his death·bed, it contains the following interesting incident:" It was the firm impression of your beloved minister, upon surmounting
one of these terrific struggles that characterized the crisis of his disease, that
God had spared him {or some purpose of mercy, and (in his own words) to
do something for him or by him. Now, see how he was not mistaken. The
very day following, there came to him under the 1:land of .an unknown
individual-himself in dying circumstances-an acknowledgment of good
received into his soul through reading a tract presented by'some friend
who found it on the wayside. This tract had only just been written and
published by the departed! Its title was,' 'Snares for the Young' ; and it
furnished occasion for singular comfort and thanksgiving, to reflect that God
was honouring him as an instrument of usefulness, careful also' to communicate the fact just when, of all earthly tidings, this would be the most
suitable and encouraging."
. .

We conclude this notice with an account of the school treltt.
dated, Cambridge, August 21st, 1840:And now for an account of the day's proceedings.

It is

We met in the
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.school-rhom at one o'clock, when a grand routing out took place, all the
s)lspicious characters being turned out. Lane then gave them a most beau#ful address on the contrast between this earthly feast and the heavenly.
We then prayed for a blessing upon it, and concluded with a hymn. We
left the school at a quarter-past two for TOFT's farm, in procession, two
boys carrying the two flags-the white one, with" God save the Queen,"
going before the girls, FYN having expressed his decided opinion that
loyalty always goes first; the other flag, with" Jesus Lane Sunday School"
on it, was carried before the boys. The children behaved most beautifully
in :the streets. The most perfect decorum reigned throughout, which we
.were especially 'glad of, as there were a great many people looking on,
with their mouths wide open, in surprise and wonder. Upon our arrival
at the farm, the children rested for a little time, and then were turned out
to play till tea, which was ready about haIf-!1n,hour after our arrival. The
tea and plum cakes were capital, and the management admirable. The tea
was put in a large milk-can, and drawn off by a cock into small jugs, aud
then handed round. When the .tea was over, they sung grace, and, were
turned out to play. We then sat down to tea ourselves in a large tent we
procured for· the purpose. By" we" I mean all the teachers, Mr. BOODJ,E,
Mr. LANE, Professor SCHOLEFIELD, &c., and several ladies; and I assure you
we enjoyed ourselves very much. When we had feasted to our hearts' content, we went out and joined the children in their play, entering fully into
the spirit of it, and playing away like boys at school. About seven o'clock
the children were called in, and formed in ranks for departing. They sang
a hymn, and LANE gave them an address and blessing. We then moved
homewards in the same order as when we came.

The Bonajide Pocket Dictionary of the French and English Languages. By
JOHN BELLOWS.
Second Edition. London: Trubner and Co.
Gloucester: John Bellows.
.
THIS is an exquisite production. Apart from the intense labour
bestowed upon the compilation, the unique form in which it has been
brought out must render it a general favourite with the public. Within
the smallest compass there is an immense mass of information so indispensable to the student and author. It will be found, moreover, of
great service to the traveller, little space being of considerable importance to him. Well has it been called "a microscopic dictionary." " I
was fairly astonished," says a gentleman, writing from Boston, Mass.,
"that such an atom of a book could be such a cyclopmdia of phrases.
I consider the little lexicon the very gem of my library." In speaking
of the work, one reviewer speaks of it as" magnificent in composition
and presswork-a real typographical gem." Another calls it " a charming little book." 1).. third pronounces it "a masterpiece of workmanship." The Graphic says, "It is a marvellous specimen of typography,
and is at once the smallest and the most comprehensive of pocket
dictionaries." The Birmingham Daily Post says, "It .is. a dainty little
volume, well bound and gilt edged, measuring only four and a half by
three inches, and three-quarters of an inch thick, and weighing only four
ounces." The Northern Whig says, "It is a triumph of the printers' art
-a perfect gem of workmanship." The Birmingham Daily .Mail says,
"It is simply one of the most perfect works that has ever issued from
the press." We are sure that the general reader will readily endorse
these and similar testimonies ·in regard to· this admirable production'.
It is well worthy of a world-wide circulation.

