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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

:"

EXPERIENOE.
" Unto you it is given in the behalf of Ohrist, not only to believe on
Him, but also to sut/er for His sake."-PHILIPPIANS i. 29.
IN perfect harmony with this statement, the same Apostle, in
writing to the Hebrews, says, "If ye be without chastisement,
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons."
The Apostle J ames says, moreover, "Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation [or trial]: for when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them
that love Him." The Apostle Peter, writing in the same strain,
says, "Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if
need be, ye are in heaviness, through manifold temptations: that
the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ."
Thus we see the most perfect agreement in the testimonies of the
Apostles. Further, were they not in precise keeping with some
of our dear Lord's own last words, "In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world"?
Then, again, in regard to the blessed estate of the redeemed and
glorified, but for their previons course of suffering of some kind or
other, how could it be said of them, as was said with respect to
others, in answer to the momentous question, "What are these
which are arrayed in white robes, and whence came they?"
"These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes and have made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne, and serve Him day
and night in His temple " ?
Now, as to the exact nature or real character of the trial, it
is a matter of little or no consequence. Hence it is the extreme
of folly so to compare trials or afflictions as to make it appear, by
such comparison, that the apparently less or lighter trial is no
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trial at all, or not worthy of being regarded as such. The fact
is, that whatever the Lord may intend to be a trial shall be a
trial, be it seemingly trivial or otherwise. A dear servant of God
used to say, in our hearing, "If the Lord intends a grasshopper
to be my burden, that grasshopper shall prove more than I can
manage." A now glorified one whom we well knew could not
enter a house if she knew there was a blackbeetle in that house.
A most devoted Christian woman was compelled to forego a visit
to a much-loved sister because there were crickets in the kitchen.
The late Mr. TRIGGS (standing high in Gospel liberty as he did)
would not venture on board a steamer in the Thames to visit one
of his people at Gravesend. A minister who had just been preaching gloriously, was terrified beyond measure when being driven
home through a stream that had overflowed the road through
which they had to pass. He was greatly alarmed from the
fear of being drowned! Such is poor, weak, frail human nature,
and none realize it more than the Lord's own blood-bought
people. Their gracious Lord and Master will not leave an inch
of standing-room for old Adam to rest upon, much less to
boast of. Yea, if aforetime, or in the earliest experience, there
had been faith or strong confidence in certain respects and with
regard to some aspeots of the pathway, if the Lord sees there is
a resting in that faith or confidence, He has means at hand by
which to withdraw that trust, so that it should not in the leastwise lead to an independence of Himself, or divert the child from
a continuous looking to, and a perpetual dependence upon, the
Father. Hence how often is it seen that those who appeared to
be strong in faith in their earlier spiritual career, are so very
specially weak and fearful in their latter stages. Thus the Adam
" I" of the creature is dethroned, and the Lord alone exalted.
Moreover, a vague notion possesses the minds of many, if the
soul is favoured with confidence in God and a hope full of
immortality, that therefore the mind is relieved from all other
fear, so that trials and affiictions are regarded in a most secondary
point of view. Dr. WATTS touches upon this subject where he says,
if such an one can but ,. read his title clear to mansions in the
skies," then.. Should earth against his soul engage,
And hellish darts be hurled,
Then he can smile at Satan's rage,
And face a frowning world."

Ah! but do they "smile at Satan's rage," when the Lord permits
him to assault the soul as he was allowed to do in regard to
poor Job? When the Psalmist, in the fulness of his heart, could
say, " The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?"
he could add, "Though an host should encamp against me, my
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heart shall not fear; though war should rise against me, in
this will I be confident"; yet, even in the very same Psalm
he exclaims, "Hide not Thy face far from me; put not Thy servant
away in anger: Thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither
forsake me, 0 God of my salvation." The like alternations are to
be found throughout the Psalms; yea, through all the Scriptures.
In fact, David himself says, "They that have no changes fear not
God." The fact is, the Lord has His own special ways and
peculiar means for making His children humble and dependent.
We repeat, He will not allow of the semblance of creature boast or
fleshly confidence. He lays low and keeps low. He will put
before them, perpetually, such a state of things as to familiarize
them with the language, "I am poor and needy," and in His
own way inspire and cherish within them the hope, "yet the
Lord thinketh upon me." Reader, the longer we live the more
convinced we are of these realities.
Now, inasmuch as in the times in which we live, that state of
things has come about which the Lord Himself foreshowed, when
He said, "There shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and
shall show great signs and wonders; inasmuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect," it does behove God's
I\ervants to raise a warning voice, in order that there should be
great searching of heart, and a holy fear and jealousy, lest any
should be led astray into bye-paths. With the manifold ensnarements, entrapments, and delusions of the last days, there is the
greatest danger of being captivated and enthralled. Satan can as
easily "transform himself into an angel of light," as "go about
as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour." And, in this
day of widespread profession, he haplessly succeeds in deceiving
multitudes with the idea, that because the pursuits they engage
in, and the work they undertake, assume the Christian name and
the religious element, that therefore it is supernatural and Godaccepted; whereas we read in the sacred Word of those who in
the last great day shall say, "Lord, have we not prophesied in
Thy name, and in Thy name cast out devils and done many
wonderful works?" to whom He shall say, "Depart from Me; I
never knew you, ye workers of iniquity." These are most solemn
declarations, and may well lead to the deepest heart-scrutiny.
In fact, the great thing to ascertain is, Does the labour, whatever
it may be, lead, in the leastwise or in any measure or degree,
to self·satisfaction? Is there even a tendency to the saying,
"Come, see my zeal for the Lord?" Is there a vestige of the
old Adam "I" about the work? Is there the rendering aughteven ever so insignificantly-to the creature? Is there even the
shadow of a shade of self-congratulation upon the ground of " See
what I have done for the Lord?" Ah I reader, if so, be assured
there is, to say the least, grave cause for suspicion. There is
~ c 2
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ample reason for alarm! Such feelings, indulged in the least
degree, militate against and run counter t.o the Lord's own testimony, "When ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants; we have done
that which was our duty to do."
Sin is so intermingled with every word and act of the creature,
as to divest it of the veriest shade of worth or merit. Hence
said the prophet, " We are altogether as an unclean thing, and all
our righteQusnesses are as filthy rags"; and, reader, be assured that,
if you belong to the Lord, and are really in the school of Christ,
the longer you remain in the wilderness, the deeper will be your
sense of these' things, and the more fervent and ardent the cry,
"God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" Ah! yes, and you will
earnestly cry for forgiveness in regard to the sins of your holy
things, or frailty and shortcomings in regard to intended spiritual
labours.
Now, as stated as the head of this article, the Apostle affirmed,
in his Epistle to his Philippian brethren, "Uuto you it is given on
behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for
His sake."
Hence we contend that service involves sutfer£ng.
Moreover, that suffering is very varied, not only in degree, but in
kind.
And we are persuaded that, in the present day and under existing circumstances, as far as the divinely-commissioned servants of
God are concerned, that suffering consists, in no small measure,
in the reproach which they are called to endure for the truth's sake.
Because they cannot unite with the vast professing multitude of
these days, and adopt their fleshly, sensational, carnal, and worldly
courses, under the garb of religion, and professedly to serve God's ,
kingdom and cause, they are deemed bigoted, narrow-minded, and
lacking in Christian charity and kindly feeling. Their very
jealousy for the Divine honour, aud their advocacy for a severance
between the Church and the world, is quoted as proof of the
absence of Christian love and true spiritual fellowship. Moreover,
their contention for signs, proofs, tokens of the operations of divine
life in the soul, in its flesh-denying power, its world-renunciation,
and its creature-crucifixion, is set down to the weakness, prejudice,
and infirmity of an old and obsolete school, the characteristic of a
by-gone and less-enlightened age.
But, ah! in spite of all these plausible pretexts and pretensions,
the verities of our most holy faith remain as fixed, as immovable,
as indispensable as ever; the distinction between the Church and
.-the world as vital as ever; the enmity between the flesh and the
Spirit-the carnal and the spiritual-the old nature and the new
nature, as real as ever; the warfare against the world, the flesh,
and the devil as positive as ever; the declaration, "If any man
will come .after Me, let him deny himself, take' up his cross daily,
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and follow Me," as binding as ever. The old and divinelyappointed authority holds its own as firmly as ever, "To the law
and the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it
is because there is no light in them." And the breaking away
and the avoidance of the flesh-denying teaching of this sacred,
di~inely-inspired Word is one of the prominent features of the day,
and decides the popular course of things as contrary and derogatory to the GOd-appointed pilgrim-course through a wide-spread
and dangerous wilderness to the" city which hath foundations, whose
Maker and Builder is God."·
Now, in contending for that life of God in the soul, which is an
essential and indispensable element in all real and vital godliness,
there must be action, signs, tokens, and evidences, and these consist
in, or are inseparably identified with, knowledge, intimaoy, familiarity.
"This is life eternal," said Jesus, in addressing His Father, "that
they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
Thou hast sent." This knowledge is contended for throughout
the Scriptures. It is not limited to a merely nominal assent and
consent to the existence of a Divine Being, as Creator, Sovereign,
Ruler, Governor, Controller of all; but it is the knowledge of a
close and endearing 1'elatt'onship, and it embraces the precious
friendship and special familiarity of husband and wife, parent and
child. Hence the intercourse, the blending of hearts, the interchange of thought and feeling, wish and desire; and, whilst the
wisdom, the forethought, the perfection and the power, are wholly
on the one side-upon that of the Husband or the Parent-the
lesser vessel, the wife, the child, is permitted and privileged to
partake of and enjoy all the needed benefits and the special
blessings which the Heavenly Husband and the Divine Father
hath to bestow.
Reader, have you a personal, heartfelt, experimental knowledge
of these things? Are you prepared, upon personal grounds, to
• As a rule we wish to dwell as little upon the negative as possible. Our aim
is to adopt dear JOHN N KWTON' s principle, "Fill the bushel with whtat, and there
will be no room for the chaff." Still there are times and seasons when we should
lack: faithfulness to our divine commission, were we to allow certain things to
pass unnoticed which have been brought prominently before us. For example,
during the writing of this article, a dear friend called, who said he had just
witnessed a most disgraceful proceeding in connection with the boasted Salvation
Army. The police standing by were appealed to. Their answer w,~s, that it was
of nu use for them to interfere, for it would involve the taking into custody a
number of boys and girls. A similar state of things was told us by a clergyman
in the Isle of Wight, the testimony of the police being like that of the same force
here. And yet this is a part of a system which is so largely sustained-is of worldwide notoriety, and represented as effecting unprecedented and unexampled good.
Whatever passing temporal benefit it may impart, as far as the salvation of the
immortal souls or men is concerned, we believe it to be among the chief delusions
of the day, and among the signs and tokens of the last times. We are quite
prepared for the charge of prejudice-narrowness-bigotry, that. this pronounced
opinion will entail upon US.-ED.
.
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endorse the foregoing statements? Does your heart respond to the
testimony, "I know My sheep, and am known of Mine"? Oan
you say, "Thou hast known my soul in adversities"? Have you
been in a state of soul-so burdened, harassed, and bowed down
under the weight and anguish of sin, coupled with the awful
apprehension of its hapless consequences, that none but an
Almighty Arm could sustain, and naught but Omnipotence deliver?
Could anything less suffice than the Divine command, "Deliver
him from going down into the pit; I have found a Ransom"?
"Shall not the prey be taken from the mighty, and the lawful
captive delivered?" What could meet the case of your crushed
and all-but-overwhelmed soul, but the glorious, heart-cheering,
soul-animating, Ohrist-exalting declaration, "Son-daughter, thy
sins be forgiven thee; go in peace"?
Reader, have you heard that God-glorifying announcement?
Have you caught those rapturous notes? Have you felt the
power, the preciousness, the savour of those Divine assurances?
Depend on it, blessed HART was right when he said,
"Pure religion's more than notion,
Something must be known and felt."

Moreover, we are yet more and more convinced that, in these
days of delusion and mistaken profession and praotice, the Lord
leads His people into a deeper and more thorough heartfelt knowledge of these despised and old-fashioned experiences. And this
personal and practical knowledge involves special {n'al, peculiar
temptation, deep and intense conflict; yea, the close contact with
such floods and fires as draw forth the anguished heart-cry for
sustaining strength, upholding mercy, and renewed deliverance
from the horrible pit and miry clay.
Reader, these matters are no trifles. The believer's is no smooth
path to the kingdom. Whatever pretensions to the contrary by
superficial, easy-going, and light-hearted religionists, the pathway
through the wilderness to the eternal rest and the happy home
above, requires the "shoes of' iron and brass" now as of old.
The question may as reasonably be asked, in the present day as in
days that are past"Shall we be wafted to the skies
On flowery beds of ease,
Whilst others fought to win the prize,
And sailed through bloody seas?"

Is there any change in the re'cord? Does it simply read,
"Through tribulation ye must enter the kingdom"? or, "through
some tribulation"? or is the statement as firm and as emphatic
now as formerly, "It is through much tribulation ye must enter
the kingdom"?
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Moreover, we are persuaded, as already intimated, that· the Lord
will not only try His people, by some means or other that are
specially designed and appointed of Himself; but those trials
(whatever they may be) shall be such as to require that support
and that succour which He alone can impart. Past experiencesgone-by deliverances-however numerous or effectual for the time
being, shall not suffice for present trials or new straits and difficulties. And why this? In order that the Lord, and the Lord alone,
shall be resQrted to-He thus to prove a fresh Sustainer, a new
Deliverer, a continuous Upholder-and thus to show forth the unchangeableness of His love, His Divine faithfulness, and the
boundlessness of His resources. Further, the Lord has in view,
that His children should realize the necessity for their simply resorting to Him by the seeming strangeness and apparently contradictory
nature of their trials and temptations. Surely the Apostle Peter had
this in view, when he said, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers
of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye
may be glad also with exceeding joy" (1 Peter iv. 12, 13).
This very strangeness and peculiarity of the trial or temptation
leads to the "ceasing from man," and this in itself is a blessing.
Many a poor child of God would be afraid to open his mouth,
with respect to some of his exercises, even to the dearest friend upon
earth, for fear of being misunderstood, or such construction being
put upon his words, as to lead others to think he was beside
himself. Here is involved the waiting upon the Lord, and upon
Him alone. Herein, therefore, consists the blessing, and that so
largely. It is this state of things that leads to that happy condition, "My soul, wait thou only upon God, for from Him cometh
my salvation."
Ah! dear reader, would that we could more decidedly-uninterruptedly-continuously take our stand here: "I will lift up
mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth (Psa. cxxi.
1, 2); and again, "Unto Thee lift I up mine eyes,O Thou that
dwellest in the heavens. Behold, as the eyes of servants look
unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto
the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the Lord our
God, until that He have mercy upon us" (Psa. cxxiii. 1,2). And
then how sweet the result: "I love the Lord, because He hath
heard my voice and my supplications. Because He hath inolined
His ear unto me, therefore will I call upon Him as long as I
live. The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell
gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow. Then called I
upon the name of the Lord: 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, deliver my
soul. Graoious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our God is meroiful.
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The Lord preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and He
helped me. Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul: for the Lord hath
dealt bountifully with thee. For Thou hast delivered my soul
from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling" (Psa.
cm. 1-8). "' This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,
and saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the Lord
encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them.
o taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that
trusteth in -Him" (Psa. xxxiv. 6-8). Here is that personal
intercourse-that holy familiarity-that ardent pleading-for which
we were just now contending. All experiences that lead to this,
however strange or complicated, are indeed blessings from on high,
and lead to the exhortation, "Come, all ye that fear God, and I
will declare to you what He hath done for my soul." It leads
to such firmness and decision. There is no half-heartedness, or
doubts, or scruples here.
Reader, this is the old-fashioned line of things for which we
contend. Are you prepared to follow us? Is this the nature of
your religion? Does it lead to a severance from the worldboth the so-called "religious," as well as the profane world?
Does your profession (whatever it may be) constrain you to give
heed to the sacred exhortation, "Come out, and be ye separate;
and touch not the unclean thing"? Have you no personal or
practical sympathy with the pleasurable practices of the day, in
a professed furtherance of the things of God, and a pretentious
extending of the kingdom of Christ? Have you the courage to
denounce the entertainments-the" services of song"-the theatrical
displays-and the varied efforts and delusive devices for attracting
the young, and securing the aid of the old? If such are your
principles, we congratulate you. Whatever amount of reproach
you and ourselves may be called at present to encounter for our
so-called narrow views and needless fears, yet there is much ground
for satisfaction. When Romanism shall have fully attained its
fast-gaining ends, and shall assume the supremacy in this land,
or when infidelity shall succeed in a wide-spread setting aside the
grand authority of the Bible, we have the prospective satisfaction
of having left on record warning words and scriptural cautions
and admonitions. So that when these j01'ewarnings shall have
become plain matters oj fad, the coming generation may not be
taken by surprise.
There is additional satisfaction in the contemplation of the fact
-and we pray that those who come after us may realize itnamely, that "the triumph of the wicked shall be short." That
Popery will gain again the dominion in this country, we doubt
not; but that dominion shall be short. As, during the last fifty
years, we have firmly expressed our belief that the three years
and a half, both in Daniel and the Revelation, are yet in the

393

The Gospel Magazine.

future, then comes the complete overthrow-the complete destruotion-the final doom of the Mother of Harlots; and then shall
come the final and eternal rejoicing over a system that has not
only age after age been "drunk with the blood of the saints,"
but has had the daring presumption to assume the Divine charaoter, authority, and dominion.
THE EDITOR.

Stanley Lodge, BU1'goyne Road, Southsea, May 25th, 1890.
"HEIRS OF PROMISE."
(HEBREWS

vi. 17, 18.)

WERE we asked, "What believer leads the happiest, as well as the

holiest life ~" we should unhesitatingly answer, "That believer who
lives habitually upon the promises of God; who, when he prays, takes
a promise with him to the mercy-seat, and there pleads it before his
Heavenly Father; who, when overtaken by trials, difficulties, or temptations, resorts at once to the promises of God's Word for comfort,
support, and guidance; who believes them, rests upon them, lives upon
them, and holds them as the ground of his faith, the foundation of his
hope, and the warrant for all his spiritual desires and expecta~ions."
Wherever there is a settled persuasion of God's unchanging faithfulness to His Word-wherever there is an established conviction that
"what the Lord has promised He is· able also to perform "-there will
be a blessed sense of secnrity and abiding peace.
While the believer is resting by faith upon the promises of God,
nothing can prevail against him. No enemy can overcome him; no force
can dislodge him from his secure and invincible position. God is on
his side, therefore the whole universe cannot prevail against him, nor
can all the powers of hell combined do aught to injure or disturb him.
If, however, he turns to any other source for help and consolation,
like Samson, he is at once shorn of his strength. Satan has the advantage over him, and he is weak and defenceless. He has forsaken
the fastnesses of the Rock where he was immovably secure, and has
descended to the unsheltered plain, where he is exposed to the power
and wiles of his spiritual enemies.
The promises of God are both the ground and encouragement of a
sinner's hopes, when he first looks to Christ for mercy and salvation.
The "incorruptible seed," by which he is begotten again unto everlasting life, is the Word of the living God. There can be no sound
conversion which does not originate in the believing reception of God's
truth, as it is revealed in the heart by the Holy Spirit. This is the
commencement of that life of faith which begins in taking firm hold
of the promises of God, which has its starting-point at the cross of
Jesus, and is sustained throughout by the same divine principle.

J. P. C.
HE who is most slow in making a promise is the most faithful in
the performance of it.
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"FEED THE FLOCK OF GOD, WHICH HE HATH
. PURCHASED WITH HIS OWN BLOOD."
" Give ye them to eat."-MATTHEW xiv. 16.
"They were as sheep not liaving a shepherd."-MARK vi. 34.
DEAR LORD, this is my uppermost desire, to feed Thy flock which Thou
hast purchased with Thine own blood-to give Thy living and loving
followers bread to eat. But oh! the heartfelt insufficiency! What can
I do ~ I am but as the lad with "five barley loaves and two small
fishes: what are they among so many ~ " Oh! while personally one
sinks into nothingness, let the precious truth be recognised and grasped,
namely, that the POWe1' and plenitude is Thine-Thou art the Divine
Multiplier. Open out Thine own fulness, and all Thine own will be
satisfied in Thee.
Such feelings, beloved, came over me in the quiet hours of the night,
when, with uplifted heart to the Lord, I was asking Him for a portion
for my fresh Notes. His response was, " Give ye them to eat." "They
are as sheep having no shepherd." I cried out, "Lord, I cannot!
I have no bread for myself, and I crave it! Feed me, that I may
feed others!" while I seemed bidden, when the morning light came,
to seek out in the Bible where this divine command was, "Give ye
them to eat"; and, in seeking for it, found in connection therewith
such a filling and flowing, that it was the very bread of life I wanted
for myself and for you, beloved. "Sanctify them through Thy truth:
Thy Word is truth." It is, then, to our blessed Lord's miracle of
feeding the five thousand, besides women and children, with five barley
loaves and two small fishes, that we would direct your attention at
this time. May God the Spirit bless it to the nourishing us up in
divine things, which shall cause us to bless the Lord for fresh tokens
of His love and favour.
Now I find that this miracle is mentioned by all four evangelists (see
Matt. xiv. 13-21 j Mark vi. 32-34 j Luke ix. 10-17 j John vi. 1-14) j
and it is wonderful how their testimony harmonizes concerning it.
There is no divergence, but some additions, which one mentions and
not the others, which we may be led to point out as we go along.
Certainly it is one of the most astonishing miracles that Christ wrought
during His stay on earth, and one which could not be counterfeit, for
it was attested by such a vast concourse of people, as we have referred
to, establishing at once the Divinity and Godhead-power and oneness
with the Father of our ever-endeared Saviour and Redeemer.
Glancing at the four-fold testimony of the Evangelists, we may condense it as follows:Our blessed Lord having crossed the sea of Galilee, and sought a
desert spot, a great multitude out of the city followed Him. He had
evidently some of His disciples with Him; for when He lifted up His
eyes and saw the great company, He saith unto Philip, "Whence shall
we buy meat, tha~ these may eat ~ And this He said to prove him:
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for He Himself knew what He would do" (of course He did, for He
was the "very God of very God," knowing all things, and working all
things according to divine plan and purpose). "Philip answered Him,
Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every
one of them may take a litcle. One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter's brother, saith unto Him, There is a lad here, with five barley
loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many 1 And
Jesus· said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the
place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand." Note
in passing, dear reader, our Lord does not say, "Ask or request them to
sit down." No; "Make them." It was the word of command; and
"where the word of a King is, there is power." Obedient to His
mandate, this vast multitude of men, women, and children sat down in
fifties. "And Jesus took the loaves; and when He had given thanks,
He distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were
set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. When
they were filled, He said unto His disciples, Gather up the fragments
that remain, that nothing be lost." And these fragments filled twelve
baskets, while all who had eaten were filled and satisfied.
Oh, beloved, see we not in this miracle at once the fact of Christ's
living Church, living and true followers, one and all finding Him to
be the multiplied Bread of Life, filling and satisfying the souls of one
and all with Himself, their divine Source of sustenance, till they gain
the promised land and home 1 In the contemplation of this precious
truth together, I believe we shall be able, by the Spirit's power, to
carry out the sealed-home command, "Give ye them to eat; dispense
to them the bread of life, that they may be filled and satisfied."
The Evangelist Luke has this important addition to the testimony
concerning the miracle under contemplation-namely, that when this
vast concourse of people followed Jesus, and He received them, not
merely did He heal them that had need of healing, but "He spake
unto them of the kingdom of God." "My Word shall not return
unto Me void," is the declaration of our God. We may, therefore,
more than hope that some among the number believed to the saving
of their souls, and really spiritually glorified the God of their
salvation.
And now let us come to
1. The Miraculous Giving;
n. The Miraculous Leaving; and,
Ill. The· Merciful Teaching left for our eternal gain and profit.
I. The Miraculous Giving-" Give ye them to eat." 'c They are as
sheep having no shepherd." Now, at the very onset, there is a
striking point we must not pass over, namely, the time and
circumstances under which our dear Lord sought a solitary place.
The place was desert, and the time evening.
But what about
the circumstances 1 The Evangelist Matthew tells us that, yielding
to the power of the daughter of Herodias, the poor foolish, worldlyminded Herod had "sent and beheaded John in the prison. And
his head was brought in a charger and given to the damsel:
and she brought it to her mother. And his disciples came and took
~p the body, and buried it, and went and told Jesus. When Jesus'
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heard of it, He departed thence by ship into a desert place." Ah!
what must have been the dear Lord's feelings at this time and under
such painful circumstances! True, He must have known it all to be
according to. the Father's permissive will, and for a wise purpose;
but He was the God-man, and, as such, His sympathy was tender,
His grief great, and His feelings poignant, and He seeks a " desert
place" to weep out His sympathy and love.
Ah! beloved, does not this bring out the truth also, that it is in
solitary places you and I (as followers of Jesus) find our solace in
weeping out our feelings before the Lord in the hour of trial, and
telling Him what we cannot tell any fellow-creature on earth ~ I find
my choicest seasons and best moments are alone, in solitary places with
my God.
"In secret silence of the mind,
My God, and there my happiness, I find,"
Yes, my best Sabbaths are in secret with Him, and my most
precious week-day moments are when He is felt near and dear.
Not that we would for one moment undervalue the means of grace,
or the gathering of ourselves to gather in God's house; far from
it. But, alas! upon the outside walls of so many temples is written
"Ichabod I" and within, concerning those who dare to 'handle sacred
things, it may be written, "Thou art weighed in the balance, and
found wanting "-that the child of God is driven into desert places
and solitary spots, alone with his God, and, as we have said, in
such communion finds his best times."" Especially is this so in the
hour of trial and tribulation; 'tis then a precious Christ becomes
his stay, his strength, and his salvation. And this is brought out
in another point we must notice with regard to time and circumstances of the miracle under contemplation.
We have referred to the cruel death of John the Baptist. Note, the
disciples came and took up the body of the poor martyred servant of
the Lord and buried it. What then ~ Why," they went and told
Jesus." Ah! beloved, there are acute trials of heart and soul we can
only tell Jesus of; nobody else seems really to fully understand our
feelings, and certainly nobody else can give the desired solace. Peter,
with all his faults and failings, had learnt that lesson. Many of His
disciples went back, and walked no more with Jesus because they could
not understand His sayings; but when Jesus addressed the twelve, saying, "Will ye also go away 1 Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom
shall we go 1 Thou hast the words of eternal life." To whom indeed ~
" None but Jesus
Can do helpless sinners good."
The writer knows what it is in life, hundreds of times, to be driven
to Christ-to go and tell Jesus, and to open out his heart-breathings
and desires to Him, in a way he could not to the nearest. and dearest
earthly beloved. Reader, and so do you, do you not ~ But to trace on.
He had been told by His disciples of the cruel death of John the
. • We question if this were ever more the case with the dear children of God
than now.-En.
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Baptist, and He sought a desert place. But soon was our blessed Lord
broken in upon by a vast multitude of persons, with all kinds of ailments, who having heard of what He had done for others, craved similar
help. Ever tender, ever kind, He healed them; "Insomuch that the
multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb speaking, the maimed
made whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing: and they glorifie
the God of Israel." Alas! all this seemed only with them the glory of
natural feelings; for afterwards, when they followed Him from place to
place, " Jesus said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek Me, not
because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and
were filled." However, we may yet hang upon the hope that there was
spiritual good with some, that there was an election according to grace
among them, and for this reason, "He spake unto them of the kingdom of God," and His Word never returns unto Him void. But to
proceed.
When Jesus lifted up His eyes, and saw a great company, which had
followed Him far from the city and into a desert place, "He said to
Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat ~ And this
He said to prove him, for He Himself knew what He would do."
Ah! it is the same now. Our dear Lord often does things to pI'ove
us, and that proving ever brings out man's insufficiency and His divine
power. What, indeed, could they do under such circumstances, poor,
weak creatures, that needed themselves food ~ Two hundred pennyworth of bread was r.ot sufficient, and it seemed mocking their emptiness
and nothingness that there was a lad there which had only five barley
What were they among so many ~
loaves and two small fishes.
Nothing, indeed, to the creature, but sufficient for the Creator! Hence,
said our Lord, "Make the men sit down on the grass, and the men sat
down, about five thousand, beside women and children. Then Jesus
took the loaves, and looking up to heaven "-as He always did, in the
recognition of the eternal Father-" He gave thanks, and distributed to
the disciples, and the disciples to the gathered multitude." Mark, the
disciples, helpless in and of themselves, w{'re made by the Master
bread distributors,' and this is just what the serVztnts of the Lord should
be-no more nor no less-bread distributers; and if any assume more, they
are dishonouring Christ, in whom alone is the power to create, and to
give to the eternal satisfaction of the soul. Christ all and in all. Oh,
how I do love my Lord honoured! and it is my chief desire to live to
glorify His name. He is everything the Word says about Him, and
when we see Him as He is, He will be to us more than all that has
been declared concerning Him. Man's extremity then, as we have seen,
was God's opportunity. The place was desert, the time evening, the
followers empty and in need. Christ supplied all their need, and, as
ever, filled and satisfied all thus drawn to Him.
This leads us to think of the Miraculous Leaving. When they were
filled, He said to His disciples, "Gather up the fragments that remain,
that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together, and filled
twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which
remained over and above unto them that had eaten." Why twelve
baskets full ~ He had twelve disciples, was it one for each ~ Certainly
the thought flows from this fact, that there is not only food in Him
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for those who are immediately gathered around His person, but there
are fragments for others; indeed, the whole Church of the living God
will prove that He is the Bread of Life, the Broken Loaf, which shall
satisfy every living and hungry soul. But" fragments," beloved. What
say you to such 1 Precious crumbs from the Master's table! They are
sure to be crumbs of the Bread of Life; and though only crumbs, and
only fragments, you would not be without their divine stay for all the
world holds out as its dainties. "Better," it has been said, "to gather
Christ's fragments than build pyramids. Better be among His hungry
children, than rank amidst the worldly great." Oh, precious Lord and
Divine Master! give rea.der and writer Thy "crumbs" and Thy
" fragments.' It may seem little we gain, but that little is solid, real,
and soul-sustaining. Feed us from off Thine own table with the provision of the Gospel, for verily the stalls and stock of human vendors
are poverty itself. We have, in these days, to go direct to Thyself,-i$
and we are sure to get sustaining grace, the Bread of Life, "without
money, and without price." This suits empty, poor, and needy ones,
like you and me.
But we must come now to some of the spiritual lessons which our
Lord taught from this miracle concerning the kingdom of His grace
and glory, and for the benefit of His Church to the end of time; for
we must ever recollect, that He performed not His miracles merely for
the temporal benefit of the healed and for those who had need, but to
show forth His eternal plenitude and power, as well as His true
character as the eternal God. And, with regard to the divine teaching
of the miracle before us, we have this more especially in the Evangelist
John's description of it, in the sixth chapter of his Gospel. And first
he tells us of the ignorance of the people. When they saw what He
had worked and the marvellous supply of food for so many, they
immediately wanted to make Him an earthly king, for the idea of a
temporal kingdom was the idol of Jewish vanity. And is it not now
that ignorance is the prevalent evil we have to deal with 1 We go
among the ungodly, yea, among professors, but they seem to see no
difference between free will and free grace. It is all called good.
You will bring forth the doctrines in their fulness and perfection.
Some other will follow you, testifying of creature coming and creature
doings, and the people seem to have no spirit of discernment, but
swallow down all brought before them. Oh, the ignorance that
prevails in our midst is lamentable! High Church-low Church-or no
Church-it is all the same to them.
Another lesson our Lord teaches us from this miracle is, that the
chief aim in life should be divine and eternal things. The day following, the people could not find Jesus, and when they ascertained
He had gone across the sea, "they took shipping and came to
Capernaum seeking for Jesus. And when they had found Him on
the other side of the sea, they said unto Him, Rabbi, when earnest
Thou hithed
Jesus answered and said, Verily, verily, I say
• Yes, yes; it is a glorious verity, "go direct to Thyself! " There is nothing
like Himself! Himself! Himself! the Fountain·Head! This going direct to
Himself leads, sooner or later, to the Hezekiah.testimony, "Himself hath done
it."-ED.
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unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles" -not because
ye recognised in Me and My work the true Messiah-" but because ye
did eat of the loaves and fishes." Ah! uncharitable as we may
appear, must we not note that many are following outwardly Christ
for the loaves and fishes; having no inward grace to discern it is
true spiritually-and many compass sea and land for the sake of
"the loaves and fishes," who have no appetite for the Living Bread ~
Well our Lord adds, "Labour not for the meat which perisheth,
but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the
Son of man shall give unto you: for Him hath the eternal Father
sealed" (meat, bread, and flesh being one and the same in the Syrian
language). The prohibition must be understood, not absolutely, brit
comparatively, for our Lord never meant that we should hang down
our hands and do nothing for the meat that perisheth; common sense
would tell us what soon must be the result to ourselves and families
of following such a course. Indeed He Himself toiled for many Jears
as the carpenter's son, thereby sanctifying honest labour. But He
meant, "Give not earthly things that perish the chief place; be not
anxiously solicitous for the temporal, to the disregarding of the eternal,
preferring the carnal to the spiritual. I have fed you with the bread
that perisheth, but the all-important point is to be fed with that
which abides and nourishes up unto eternal life. This can only be
done by life first in Me; for the Father hath sealed, designated,
and appointed Me the Saviour and Redeemer, approved and manifested by the descent of the Holy Ghost." Oh, then, it is Christ
we want-Christ we need ! We can do without hundreds of things,
but we cannot do without bread, the staff of life. We can do
without hundreds of things, but we cannot do without Christ, who
is the stay and salvation of His people.
Puzzled that all these things should be a matter of gift and grace,
they say unto Him, "What shall we do that we might work the works
of God 1" Our Lord teaches them another important lesson, namely,
all that is essential to salvation is done. It is always, "What shall
we do 1" with the untaught of God, and unenlightened by the Spirit
of God; but I have been much struck with how our Lord's reply is
pregnant with divine sovereignty, power, and grace. Mark," Jesus
said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him
whom He hath sent "-implying that the work of God is all done in
the matter of eternal salvation; you cannot add to it, or take from it;
but to gain its realization is a matter of faith in Christ, which is "the
gift of God." You see, our Lord did not respond, "Oh, if you would
work the works of God, you must build temples in His name; you
must seek to carry out philanthropic purposes; you must feed the
hungry and give your substance to the poor;" all very important
objects in their way, but none of which touch the work of salvation
of the soul. No; to gain this in personal experience, this is the work
of God, as far as you are concerned. It is to believe on Him whom
the Father hath sent. And who such believers are, He tells them
directly, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out. For I came down from
heaven, not to do Mine own will, but the will of Him that sent Me.
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And this is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which
He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again
~t the last day. And this is the will of Him that sent Me, that every
one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting
life: and I will raise him up at the last day." Ah! it is in learning
the works and will of God that we get right for eternity.
"All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me." Christ's" shall
come" is the outflow of the covenant of grace to the poor sinner.
Christ's" shall come" is the mandate of God to Satan to give up that
which does not belong to him. Christ's" shall come" is the outcome
of redeeming grace and mercy. Christ's" shall come" prevents the
Christian from perishing on the way. Christ's "shall come" is the
passport through the pearly gates to the heavenly home. Beloved,
you and I are living evidences of His "shall come"; and, the same
power that arrests, delivers, and keeps, will do even to the end. We
have nothing to fear. The Father's "gift," the Son's" shall come,"
~nd the Holy Spirit's keeping, renders all safe; for it is added, "And
him that cometh I will in no wise cast out."
And then the great lesson of this miracle under consideration is our
Lord's own declaration that, He was "the Bread of Life." Here, again,
the ignorance of the people was manifested-referring to the manna.
Although they had the oracles of God, and were the means of the
preservation of them, for the Church of the Most High, yet how
ignorant they were of their spiritual paintings; and, in this case,
positively of even the letter of Scripture truth; for they declare that
"Moses gave them bread from heaven," which was contrary to the
Scripture, which stated, as our Lord declared unto them, "Moses gave
you not that bread from heaven, but the Lord J ehovah [see Exodus
xvi. 15]; but My Father giveth you the true Bread from heaven.
For the Bread of God is Be [not 'it '] which cometh down from
heaven, and giveth life unto the world." In their folly, too, and vain
wisdom, the Jews had a saying, "There arose up three good Providersthe well, the cloud, and the manna. The well, by the merits of
Miriam; the pillar of cloud, by the merits of Aaron; the manna, by
the merits of Moses." How absurd, and contrary to the testimony of
their Pentateuch'!
But Christ is alone the Bread of Life-mark, of life. Yes; because
He only can give life to dead sinners. Men in a state of nature are
dead in trespasses and sins, and whatever they feed upon tends to
.death. Christ, the true Bread, giveth life, which is conveyed by the
Word, and made effectual by the Holy Spirit. And thus He is the
Bread of Life, for He sustains that life He gives-Cl here a little, and
there a little "-still, it comes; and He is the Bread of Life, for there
is enough in Christ for the living one to live upon for time and
eternity. It is He, as the Bread of Life, that gives the graces of the
Spirit from His fulness. It is He who renews our spiritual strength.
And mark, while the manna was the "it" that came down from
~bove, Christ is the " He" that came down from heaven-the personal
fulness, that "filleth all and in alL"
We have said this Bread comes little by little. Ah! do you not
know with us, dear readers, what it is, perhaps in the silent hours of
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the night, to have a portion drop into your mind you had not thought
of during the previous day ~ It comes quite fresh, and, indeed, you
do not know, possibly, where to look for it in the Word. This is the
dropping of the Bread of Life direct. Or in the morning, a passage
comes to you, that seems to have no connection with anything you
have been previously led into; but there it is, direct and fresh. It is
the moment's portion, and it does wonders with the soul in spiritual
rejoicing and gladness. Yes"This Bread of Life comes down from heaven,
- By sovereign grace 'tis freely given;
'Tis food and med'cine to the saints,
And oft revives the soul that faints."
So it is; Ohrist feeds His people, and proves Himself to be the Bread
of eternal Life to their souls.
And then we must not omit the very precious point of our Lord's
fourfold description of Himself in the sixth chapter of John, as the Bread
of divine sustenance to His people. First, in the 33rd verse, He calls
Himself" the true Bread": ., My Father giveth you the true Bread
from heaven."
Yes, He is indeed so. The only Saviour. "There is
no other name under heaven given among men whereby we can be
saved." ""Ve want no intermedia.tes. He is the only true one. Then,
in the next verse, He describes Himself as the "Bread of God I,: " For
the Bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and giveth
life unto the world." He came from the glory He had with the Father
before the world was. He was the Father's Co-equal-the incarnate
God; a truth He was pressing upon them, but which they could not
understand. Thank God for eyes to see and hearts to realize Him asthe "Bread of God" I And further, in the 35th verse, He declaresHimself to be "the Bread of Life "; and again, in the 48th verse, 11 I am
the Bread of Life." And so He is, blessed be His name! He who alone
can give life, as we have seen, and He who alone can sustain life.
The manna decayed; the type could only be a partial type of the reaL
Jesus abides and ever lives. And, lastly, He declares Himself to be
11 the living Bread."
Yes; He lives now, the risen and ascended
Lord; and faith looks up to Him now as all our salvation, giving us
the blessings which He hath procured for us by His doing and dying.
But there is another important lesson for us, and one upon which
there is lamentable error, not merely in the days referred to, but in
our own time. Christ has declared truly Himself to be the Bread of
Life which came down from heaven; but now that He changes the
emblem of His divine salvation and sustenance to that of flesh, the
uprising of enmity and rebellion was great. " The bread," said our Lord,
"is My flesh. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of
the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso
eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life; and I will
raise him up at the last day," &c. And 11 when they had beard this,
they said, This is a hard saying, who can hear it 1" We acknowledge
with them, looking only literally at it, it was a hard saying, and not
to be understood; but do see what our Lord shows us so plainly and
clearly, 11 It is the spirit that quwkeneth."
Oh, mark those words
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"It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the
words that I speak unto you, they are spiTit, and they a1'e life." I
would that these words were engraven in letters of gold over every
communion table in our places of worship (not altar, a word which
is inapplicable to the position and purpose). Surely, they are words
which ought to silence the Romish dogma of the Corporeal Presence, and
the words which we have heard uttered by blinded Ritualists, "Well,
I believe there is some change takes place; the presence of Christ is
corporeally in the bread and wine." Away, away with such a falsehood! "The words that I speak unto you)" said our Lord, "they are
SpiTit, and they are life." It is faith, and not sense, that is required to
see how He is the spiritual Bread of Life to our souls; wisely given as
simple emblems, which remain emblems, to set forth living truths.
"Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man)" &c. ; which means, partaking of the blessings which He was so soon to purchase, by the
shedding of His blood, and by His passion. Bishop PEARCE justly
observes, that the idea of "eating and drinking is here borrowed to
express partaking and sharing in these spiritual blessings and happiness
on earth-and even in heaven-which Christ has procured." We could
fill our paper with evidences of this. (See Matthew viii. 11; xxvi.
29; Luke xiv. 15; xxii. 30; Romans ii. 17; 1 Cor. xii. 13.) We are
partakers with Him in His sorrows, thus eat as it were His flesh and
blood; and our joy is that we are, and shall be, partakers also with
Him of His joys-the result of which He has gained for us, by His
doing and dying.
Beloved, our space is full; God bless our subject to your soul. May
He feed you and lead you, Oh! there may be an immense deal here
to crush us and cripple us) and to keep us [mc-very low, but Christ
is still the Bread of Life to our souls-an all-sufficient Saviour for every
need. May you gather His" crumbs," His" fragments." He will never
permit you to perish by the way. Gracious Spirit, our aid, our helpour channel of communication-our first and foremost Bread·distributer
-our cry to Thee is"Lord, empty one of self and sin,
Bring Christ with all His fulness in;
Oh, make me hunger more and more,
And live on Christ and Him adore."

G. C.

THE GREAT ADVOCATE.-There are many of my hearers come to me
-some almost every day-" Oh, sir, do pray for me,! Do carry my case
before the throne!" I generally reply, " Well, as the Lord shall help me,
I will; but I cannot command the ability." Indeed, I never knew the
case of the poor sinner that I had the power to do justice to, when he
wanted me to lay it before God. I have not the power; I have not the
words. But my blessed Lord took mine-one of the worst cases ever
known, one of the blackest ever heard of, and He has carried it before
the throne, found out a way of deliverance, completely succeeded, and
made me as dear to the Father as Himself !-Joseph Irons.
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THE GREAT DAY OF WRATH.

"For the great clay of His wrath is come" ancl who shall be able to
stand? "-REVELATION vi. 17.
WE usually read consecutively at our family worship, and the portion
that came in order last night was Revelation vi. As we read, the
above Scripture fell with unusual weight and solemnity upon my heart,
and the words came to me again in the night watches. Perhaps a few
profitable hints may be gathered up from what passed through my
mind at the time. We will begin by endeavouring to find out from
the Word of infallible truth who shall not be able to stand. This may
clear the way a little, and I hope we shall then discover who-and who
only-shall be able to stand.
First, then, the ungodly, the wicked, the profane, the atheist, the
Popish idolater, the Christ-denier, the whoremonger, the adulterer, the
self-righteous hypocrite, and all liars, shall not be able to stand. The
"sword of the Spirit" cuts off ail these with a single stroke of its
keen-edged blade-" The ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor
sinners in the congregation of the righteous" (Psa. i. 5).
Now we shall have to do with the solemn inquiry, "Who shall be able
to stand ~ " A question of more tremendous importance was never propounded to an immortal soul. A mistake on this momentous point, if
not corrected in this life, will be fatal, irremediable. The annals of
eternity cannot point to one more awful.
We must begin at the beginning. We can go back no further than this
-" Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). This is
God's work, a work that was done before proud man was created, so
that man's good works had nothing whatever to do with his salvation,
for these were saved before the world began. The characters indicated
by the little word" us " are called by the Good Shepherd His "sheep."
And He says, "I lay down My life for the sheep;" and, further,
"They shall never perish." N OW, if the dear Redeemer laid down His
life for these "sheep," and if He has determined that they shall never
perish, then these, and these only, must be the characters who "shall
be able to stand" when the great day of His wrath is come. But,
during their time-state, these individuals are distinguished from a world
lying in wickedness by cer~ain marks and characteristics; as a shepherd
puts a mark upon his sheep, by which mark he knows them to be his
own. And it just now' occurs to me that I never once in my life saw
a goat marked in the same manner. So the sheep of Christ are marked
by the finger of the Holy Ghost. And, to drop the figure, it is by
these marks and characteristics we recognize them as those whom the
Lord hath set apart for Himself. "Every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit."
Let us notice a few of these marks. We scarcely need look for
2 D 2
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them among the great, the learned, and the noble. We find little in
the Word of God, and less in the pages of history, to encourage us
for kings and conquerors. " Not many wise men after the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble, are called j but God hath chosen the
foolish things of the world to confound the wise, and God hath chosen
the weak things of the world to confound the. things which are
mighty j and base things of the world, and things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought
things that are j that no flesh should glory in His presence."
This is the. verdict of eternal truth. So, however humbling it may
be to some, we must search for these marks in a very low grade
indeed, according to man's judgment of these things. We shall not
find many followers of the despised Nazarene among the idolatrous
fooleries of Ritualism, the revelries of Salvationism, or the Satanic
error" of the countless isms which swarm around us on every hand.
No j we must plod the lower walks of life; we must find out the
hidden ones j the sons of toil j the poor and the !leedy j the RUTH
LINDSAYS j the afflicted j the tossed with tempest, and not comforted.
But have nothing to do with the self-sufficient souls who can
"always rejoice," and who find it so easy to "believe and be happy."
It won't "oeal' out." I have seen them when face to face with
death! God grant that I may never witness such a sight again. But
rejoice when you find a poor trembler who cannot say a good word
for himself: who mourns under the burden of his sins, and longs for
deliverance. One who would admire and value a single smile from the
sinner's Friend more than all the pious rubbish, the music, the
frippery, the entertainments, and the unhallowed excitement of modern
religiousness, which thousands so delight in, as they hurry down the
broad road to eternal ruin. ;.'
Oh, poor mourner! thank God for what He has taught you of yourself. "There is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout
again." . Hope on, poor soul, and take this for your comfort: "The
Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope in
His mercy" (Psalm cx!vii. 11).
I have travelled the same path as yourself for nearly fifty years,
and I tell you, with an honest heart, that I would not barter the
blessed hope that underlies my unnumbered soul troubles for all the
pleasures, riches, honours, and delights which a thousand worlds like
this could bestow, through twice ten thousand years.
"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
Hallelujah! I think we have now arrived at something almost amounting to a certainty as to who the characters are "who shall be able to
stand" when "the great day of His wrath is come." They are His
" sheep" j the Father's gift, the Son's purchase. By nature they were
the children of wrath, even as others. But they were loved with an
everlasting love, redeemed from sin, death, and hell, with His own
most precious blood j and regenerated, born again, of the Holy Ghost,
when the predestined time was come.. They were kept through all
• Well may our friend and brother touch upon and mourn over these so popular
and destructive delusions.--ED.
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their wanderings here by the mighty power of His love and grace;
and at length they will all be safely gathered home to His own
eternal kingdo~ in glory, where they shall see His face, shall grieve
Him no more by their sins, but shall rejoice in His unclouded smile,
and .drink full draughts of His love, through endless ages of perfect bliss.
While here, like their dear Lord and Master, they are often
despised and hated of men. For the most part, they have to grapple
with poverty, perplexity, affliction, and sorrow, and not unfrequently
have to travel much alone and in the dark, through foes without and
fears within. Yet, notwithstanding all their doubts, conflicts, and
misgivings, their Faithful and Almighty Friend is ever near to
strengthen, to comfort, and to save. Are we among that happy
number ~
Scarborough.
W. S. ROBINSON.
'I

WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST ~ "
(MATTHEW

xxii. 42.)

IT is very blessed to be enabled to discover in all Christ's ministry,
that whether He is attacked by Pharisees or Sadducees, it tends to
the Lord's glory and the promotion of His people's happiness, and to
the confusion of His enemies. These Pharisees m're a sect which
trusted in themselves, and were very exact in certain points of morality,
and neglecting the higher principles of vital godliness or real heart
religion. Jesus gives us a full description of them in Matthew xx.
1-16, and also in Luke xviii. 9-14. And have we not Pharisees,
too, in our own day, who make a great show of their religion, who
talk much and depend on their good works as a merit of obtaining heaven, and expect Christ to do the rest, thus making Him a part
Saviour ~ But part Saviour, or a half Christ, will not do for sinners who
feel their own vileness.
The Sadducees were a sect among the Jews who professed to be
strict to the Law, but denied any future state of reward or punishment;
and thus we see how the Pharisees and Sadducees tried to entangle
our great Law-Fulfiller by their questions. One of them, a lawyer,
steps forward-not with a desire to know, but rather a curiosity to
hear how He would answer. Jesus said, "Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself." These were two
answers to which they could not hold up their consciences. But the
blessed J eaus followed up by, "What think ye of Christ ~ " And they
were not able to answer a word.
Now, friends, here is a q11estion which we may do well to look into
for a few minutes, and which I ask you.
I hope the Holy Spirit will enable you and me to search our hearts,
that we may answer, first, "What think ye of Christ" as God, as
the sent, the sealed of the Father-His official characters ~ Think
of Him before time, entering into a covenant engagement, and
laying by His Godhead to rest in a manger, hunted by the
bloodthirsty Herod, but preserved and watched over until after
the monster's death. See Him amongst the doctors, teaching them;
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then on the mount, preaching the greatest sermon that ever was; stilling the mighty winds, and saying to the waters, "Be still!" raising
the daughter of Jairus, though they laughed Him to scorn; healing the
withered hand; feeding the five thousand with five loaves and two
fishes.
To fishermen, who know all about the mighty deep, think of Him
who walked on the sea (Matt. xiv. 22). Poor Peter could walk on
the rough sea, but the moment his eye of faith was taken off his
Lord, he saw- only the waves. Jesus said, "Come, and find out your
own weakness, and I will let you feel your necessity to cry, 'Lord,
save me!'" Jesus immediately stretched out His hand, caught him.
"Oh, thou of little faith!"
.
I am told, when eagles have young, they carry them on their wings
up into the air, and, in order to try their ability to fly, let them fall,
and, with a sudden dart, dash under them and catch them again, lest
they fall to the earth. Thus the parent preserves the offspring. Thus
Jesus takes care of His own. His own are those who cry unto Him.
Oh yes ! Jesus said, "Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and
Sadducees!
"What think ye of Christ" as to the importance of His work as
Mediator ~ What do you think of living without knowing Him, or
dying without an interest in all He said, in all He did on earth ~
View Him in the garden, shedding drops of blood-in His intense
agony crying, "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me;
nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done." And at that moment
an angel came to strengthen Him. Look at Him hanging on the
cross, with the large letters over His sacred head, "This is the King
of the Jews."
"What think ye of Christ ~ " You cannot be right in the rest unless
you think rightly of Him. Oh, friends, think of that solemn hour,
when the sun was darkened and the veil of the temple was rent.
Dare any say this was not God as well as Man ~
Think of Him buried in that tomb, and the third day rose again;
and after that, as the disciples were on their way to Emmaus, "Jesus
Himself drew near, and went with them." And what a meeting was
that! They said, "Did not our heart burn within us 1" Think of
Him" ascending up on high, leading captivity captive, and receiving
gifts for men, even the rebellious."
What think ye of Christ, ye drunkards, ye sinners, ye blasphemers,
ye swearers ~ He will come again as the Judge. He will say to you,
"Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels!"
But oh, my fellow sinners, do you feel the need of Christ as a
Saviour ~ -your lost state without Him ~ Do you long to be pardoned,
and justified entirely through His blood and intercession ~ He this
moment sits at the right hand of God the Father, to give pardon to
those rebels, those penitent, those broken-hearted sinners, who cry to
Him, "Lord, save, or we perish! "
He is God as well as Man, or He would not be suitable to you
and me. He is a sympathizing High Priest, a "Brother born for
adversity."
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"So guilty, so helpless am I,
I durst not confide in His blood,
Nor on His protection rely,
Unless I were sure He is God."
But what think ve of the completeness of His sacrifice, when He
cried, "It is finished" 1 Oh, what was finished by this one offering,
this great atonement 1
"Hell is vanquished, Heaven appeased,
God is reconciled and pleased."
Reconciled to the believing sinner, pleased with the sacrifice His
only Son has made. "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased." Oh, can we join in this strain of feeling and exclaim, "This
is my beloved Saviour, in whom my soul delights" 1 Fathers and:
mothers, brothers and sisters, old and young, "what think ye of Christ"
in His suitableness 1 Is He just such an One as you want 1 Are you
weary of sin, of self, of the wickedness in you and around you 1 D<>
you feel your utterly lost condition without a Saviour 1
"Sinners can say, and only they,
'How precious is the Saviour!'"
Are you "weary and heavy laden" 1 I say, you are the characters to
whom He speaks, "Oome unto Me, ye weary and heavy laden, and I
will give you rest." Do you thirst for the waters of salvation to flow
into your soul 1 He says, "Ho! everyone that thirsteth, come ye to
the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea,
come, buy wine and milk without money and without price." Here
is free salvation-nothing to pay, no penance here.
"If asked what of Jesus I think,

Though still my best thoughts are but poor,
I say, 'He's my meat, and my drink,
My life, and my strength, and my store.'''

Oh, for a proper apprehension of Ohrist!
"Oh, matchless, sovereign mercy
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see."
Can you cast yourself at His feet and say, in the language of one
of old, "If I perish, I perish" 1 Oh yes, if that is your feeling, King
Jesus will hold out the golden sceptre of His love and grace! Remember one thing (oh, may it sink deep into your heart!) that Jesus
the King cares much for His sheep. If once you have tasted of Jesus'
love, I tell you it is done for ever. He is no fickle Friend. If He
once receives you, He never changes in His love; He is "the same
yesterday" (in eternity past), "and to-day" (in time), "and for ever "
(in eternity to come). You may lose the sense of it, you may grow
cold, you may feel dark, yea, Satan may tempt you to believe the contrary, but" He abideth faithful." He says, "Where I have begun the
good work, I will carry it on to the day of My power."
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When the disciples entered 'into the ship at Capernaum, it was said,

"It is now dark," and Jesus was not come; the sea arose by reason of
a great wind, and Jesus walked on the sea, drew nigh the ship, and
said, "It is I; be not afraid." May Jesus draw near, and enable us
to answer the question, "What think ye of Christ ~" "Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God." And may He seal it by, "Blessed
art thou, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My
Father which is in heaven."
T. G.

FAMILY

SECRETS.

(Concluded from page 340.)

no more marked instance is furnished in the Bible, of God's
goodness in supplying the bodily needs of His family, than the .case
of Elijah the Tishbite. Without a word being said in Holy Writ
concerning his previous life or birth, he is suddenly introduced as the
prophet of the Lord, and delivers this weighty message in His mame:
"As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall
not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word." After
this we read: "And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying,
Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the
brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And it shall be, that thou shalt
drink of the brook: and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee
there. So he went and did according unto the word of the Lord: for
he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And
the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread
and flesh in the evening: and he drank of the brook" (1 Kings xvii.
1-6). Having delivered the Lord's message, which was a heavy
judgment upon the land-a drought of three years and six months'
duration-the Lord, by way of preserving His servant, and showing
His marvellous power to him and to His Church through all the ages
of time, tells him to go and hide himself by the brook Cherith, and
that He will there feed him morning and evening, day by day, and
that the ravens shall bring his meals. The king, Ahab, causes search
to be made for the prophet, not only throughout his own dominions,
but also throughout all the adjacent kingdoms; for we read these
words in the eighteenth chapter, spoken by Obadiah to Elijah: "As
the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom, whither my
lord [Ahab] hath not sent to seek thee: and when they said, He is
not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they
found thee not." How fruitless the search, though carried out with
the utmost care! And why ~ Just because the Lord had determined
to preserve His servant from the malice of the wicked Ahab, and to
grant him a season of sweet retirement during part of the time of the
fearful drought. The secret of Ahab's non-success is contained in these
words, spoken in connection with the Lord's preserving goodness as
exercised towards His servant Jeremiah and Baruch the scribe: 11 But
the Lord hid them" (Jer. xxxvi. 26).
Methinks Elijah would have most precious times of meditation upon
God's mercy towards him, while living in seclusion by the side of the
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flowing brook. Shut out from the world, protected by Omnipotence,
supplied daily without his having aught to do by way of obtaining
his supplies, must have been, under the Lord's blessing, a state of
things in which faith would· grow, though the flesh might resent it.
But see! matters are about to take a turn. Whatever may have been
the prophet's state of mind during the time the ravens have brought
him his daily meals and the brook has continued to flow at his feet,
now the stream is gradually growing less in volume. Presently it will
cease altogether, and then what will he do 1 I know the Scripture is
silent as to what his feelings were in relation to the brook drying up ;
hence we cannot tell for certain whether he was or was not the
subject of misgivings as to a continuance of the Lord's goodness to
him in the supply of his needs; but the Scripture is not silent as
to one thing, and that is this, "Elias was a man subject to like
passions [feelings or infirmities] as we are" (J ames v. 17); con·
sequently, it is not at all unlikely that he would feel not a little
concerned when he found that the stream of which he had drunk, it
is supposed, for something like two years, was drying up before his
eyes, and that he had no power to prevent it. Whatever his anxiety,
or however many prayers he may have offered to the Lord to arrest
the drying up of the brook-that brook of which he had drunk for
so long, and with such feelings of intense delight and gratitude-yet
the process still goes on, un til at last he finds that it has ceased to
flow entirely. What is to be done now 1 Is the Lord set fast 1 Is
He about to starve His servant 1 No, no; for, although
"Blind unbelief is sure to en',
And scan His work in vain,
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain."

Hence, at this juncture-not a moment before-He says, "Arise, get
thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I
have commanded a widow u'oman there to sustain thee. So he arose,
and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city,
behold, the widow 1coman was there gathering of sticks: and he called
to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that
I may drink. And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and
said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. And
she said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am
gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my
son, that we may eat it, and die. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not;
go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first,
and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son. For
thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste,
neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth
rain upon the earth. And she went and did according to the saying
of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days. And
the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord which He spake by Elijah" (1 Kings
xvii. 9-16).
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It seems to me as if the prophet being sustained by a widow woman,
and supplied too from such a well-nigh exhausted source (speaking
after the manner of men), must have been much more mortifying to
his flesh than his being supplied by the brook. In the one case his
needs were supplied privately-no one knew of it but himself and the
Lord j but in the other case, others besides himself knew of his
necessitous condition. The supply in each case is just as manifest as
being of the Lord, but, methinks, the prophet would feel far, very far,
less flesh-mortification at receiving his supplies from the ravens than he
would from the poor widow's barrel and cruse. And yet, rightly looked
at, why need he care how his gracious God saw fit to supply him 1 In
each case the Lord worked a miracle to furnish him with daily food, and
all he had to do was to look on, while the Lord did wondrously for him
in a way of providence. And Elijah's God still lives and reigns, not
only in the:dispensations of His grace and mercy towards His elect, but
also in His overruling providence; for I am persuaded that
"He overrules all mortal things,
And manages our mean affairs;
On humble souls the King of kings
Bestows His counsels and His cares."
For some time past, I have been receiving a part of my supplies, not
from the ravens literally, as the prophet received his, but from a source
scarcely less surprising (to me) and altogether unexpected. When I
look back to certain things which transpired at the end of 1887, in
connection with the business I was then engaged in, which things, at
the time, seemed to my carnal reason so directly contrary to the goodness of God towards His children in His providential orderings, I am
amazed at what has resulted from· those very things to me, in a way of
providence. Certain parties at the time referred to behaved themselves
most treacherously and abominably and dishonestly towards me; and
such was the effect of their conduct upon me, that I used sometimes to
feel so angry at the Lord for suffering them to carry out their designs
so successfully, that I have thought I could obtain more pity and consideration from Satan than from the Lord. Like poor Jonah, with his
gourd withered, the vehement east wind blowing, and the hot sun
beating upon his head, I have in soul-feeling fainted, and said, " 'It is
better for me to die than to live,' for hell itself could not exceed my
psesent misery." But, like Jonah again, I have had some experience of
what he says-" Out of the belly of heli cried I, and Thou heardest
my voice," for there have been seasons in which I have felt assured
the Lord has heard and answered my poor prayers.
I think I shall scarcely ever forget the surprise which I felt, on the
11th of last March, when a hansom cab stopped at our gate, and a
certain individual got out and came into the house. I need not give
the particulars which, under the Lord's providence, led to this man
calling upon me, but it was the result of his employers' fixed determination to free themselves from an unpleasant position brought about
by his conduct. The retention of his situation hinges upon his fulfilling
the engagement he entered into with me upon the date named. As
to his personal character, I have no hesitation in saying that, of all the
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men I have ever met with in business matters or in private life, he is
one of the most consummate deceivers. I knew he would rather see
me consigned to the bottomless pit than pay me a single penny of what
he owes to me, but God's overruling hand has determined that he shall
assist in supplying my needs and the needs of my large family. How
true NEWTON'S language"More likely to rob than to feed
Are ravens which live upon prey;
But when the Lord's people have need,
His goodness will find out a way."
And may I not apply the next verse to myself and circumstances 1
"This instance to those may be strange
Who know not how faith can prevail;
But sooner all nature shall change,
Than one of God's promises fail."
Rea.der, I could give you further details of the Lord's providential
goodness in other directions, but must for the present stay my pen.
Do you know anything by experience of the family secrets which have
been spoken of ~ If of the f'1mily-made manifest as such-the secrets
named are in some measure known by you, and there are times when
you love not only to hear others tell of them, but when you feel a
sacred pleasure in bearing your testimony to them, feeble though such
testimony may be according to your own judgment. .
God grant that the secrets of His grace and providence may be more
and more nnfolded to us as we journey on through the cares of the
wilderness. Like Paul, may we count not ourselves to have apprehended, or that we are already perfect in our knowledge of divine
leading and teaching, but may we, "forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus" (Phi!. iii. 13, 14), feeling assured that there are breadths and
lengths and depths and heights in connection with these things, as
well as the love of Ohrist itself, which passeth knowledge. Lord,
command Thy blessing to rest upon these few thoughts upon the Family
Secrets. Amen.
Foleshill.

JOHN BURTON.

£40,000 OFFERED FOR A HEBREW BIBLE.
A NUMBER Of wealthy French Jews wish to buy the Vatican copy of
the Hebrew Bible from the Pope for £40,000. The Venetian Jews
offered half that sum for it to Julius n. I fancy (writes the Paris
correspondent of the Daily News) that his Holiness could not legally
sell it, as he has only a life estate in-the Vatican and its wealth of
rare books, pictures, and furniture.
AN old sinner seems to be nearer to the second death than he
to the second birth.

IS
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Strmnns anh Infts nf Strmnns.
NOTES OF THE FUNERAL SERMON FOR THE LATE REV.
W. SAUNDERS,
VICAR OF ST. SILAS', BRISTOL; PREACHED BY THE REV. TALBOT
GREAVES, VICAR OF CLIFTON, AT ST. SILAS' CHURCH, ON SUNDAY
EVENING, MAY 4TH, 1890.

" Therefore ·seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we
faint not " but have ~'enounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking
in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully;, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the
sight of God."-2 CORINTHIANS iv. 1, 2.
THE removal of one who for nearly a quarter of a century has had
the care of souls in this parish, is a very solemn voice to us all.
The preaching of the Gospel is a solemn thing both for preacher
and people. If it is not preached faithfully, who shall say how
terrible is the charge against the minister; and, on the other hand,
when it is preached faithfully, oh, my friends, how terrible is your
responsibility if you fail to heed the admonitions and exhortations,
but go OD. in your own way. See what follows our text (2 Cor. iv. 3, 4).
This work of the ministry tasks all the power of men, and only the
Holy Spirit can help us.
There is a danger of becoming indifferent, even under a faithful
ministry. God grant that to-night words long since heard and forgotten may be remembered, that you may be awakened, and the words
of your loved Pastor yet be heard.
The words of my text describe, I think, the preaching of my late
dear brother.
There have always been two great hindrances to· preaching the
truth-superstition and scepticism. Paul said, "The Jews require a
sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom" (1 Cor. i. 22). The Jews
were the High-churchmen of to-day, they delighted in ritual and ceremony. Then the Greeks describe the philosophic reasoner, and against
both of these Paul warred as "a good soldier of Jesus Christ," but
mark, not with carnal reasoning. The Gospel is like the light. There
are certain truths revealed to us which we should never have discovered
for ourselves, but when revealed, they commend themselves to our
conscience. Our text speaks of the internal and extemal evidences of
the Gospel, and it is of these I wish to speak to-night.
"Commending ourselves to every man's conscience." Yes, conscience
is implanted in all; though by the fall it is like a mirror dimmed, yet
it still reflects what is right. Let us consider1. How the Gospel commends itself to the conscience of the unconverted.
n. How much more it commends itself to the believer.
I. The Gospel commends itself to the unregenerate man. What does
the Bible say about our natural condition ~ "All have sinned and
come short of the glory of God." "The imagination of the thoughts
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of his heart was only evil continually" (Gen. vi. 5). What does conscience say ~ Does it rebuff the charge ~ No. A man may be free of
what is called crime, and his friends may give him credit for much
that is good, and he may give himself credit, but what does God say ~
"He drinketh in iniquity like water." And does conscience deny it ~
No. The woman of Samaria said, "Come, see a man which told me
all things that ever I did" (John iv. 29), and we say of the Bible,
"Come, see a book which shows me all things that ever I did." Np
other book can show me my heart. The Bible is a mirror, a glass,
and what does a man see reflected there ~ A very disagreeable picture:
he sees his heart-his dishonourable dealings-his want of faith-his
pride-his sins of levity and unbelief. What use do we make of the
Bible ~ We call in the physician when our mirror reflects bloodshot
eyes, a pallid countenance, or other evidences of illness; but do we
use our Bibles in the same way, seeing ourselves reflected there, and
then calling on the Great Physician for help ~ Then the Bible tells me
of a future state-that God says, "It is appointed unto man once to
die, and after that the judgment"; and conscience accepts it. Man
may say that after death is a long sleep, but I do not believe that any
one really believes this in his heart, even when he says it. The grave
looks dark and gloomy, but we believe it is only a portal to an endless life. The heart of the Christian leaps out to welcome Him who is
the "Resurrection and the Life." He feels that this life is only a
time of probation. ""Ve see vice flourish and virtue oppressed, and we
feel sure this cannot be the end. Oh no! we believe that in the future
we shall see the reason of all that now appears so mysterious and hard
to nnderstand. The sublime imagery of Scripture needs no help to
describe the coming of Christ-the great white throne-the marshalling
of countless hosts-the judgment itself-all commends itself to the
conscience.
Once more, the doctrine of the Atonement commends itself to the
conscience of man. The Scripture tells us, Cl Without the shedding of
blood is no remission"; and also, "Christ hath once suffered for sins,
the just for the unjust" (1 Peter iii. 18). Now, the doctrine of
substitution offends human nature. The opposers of Scripture ridicule
the doctrine of atonement. We may say, the Bible teaches it and that is
enough; but the doctrine does not belong only to Christianity. In all
ages and nations we see the attempt to propitiate deities by sacrifices.
But the blood of Jesus Ch1'ist alone can cleanse from all sin. You go to
a dying man who feels the burden of sin, and tell Him of God's mercy,
but it does not commend itself to his conscience without God's justice.
But tell the poor sinner that Christ has died and made atonementperfect atonement-and so God is just and the Justifier of them who
believe in Jesus, and the conscience accepts it.
n. But if the Gospel commends itself to the conscience of natural
men, how much more to the believer in Jesus, whose conscience has
been sprinkled with the blood of Christ. For example, the Bible
says, "We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ
(Rom. v. 1). "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you"
(John xiv. 27). Now, if the Word of God is true, the believer's state
should correspond with this. Does it ~ Yes. Making allowance for
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times of darkness and depression, the believer has peace-a blessed
'peace-a peace which all the trials of life cannot steal away. He has
doubts, but they are only like shadows on a lake, which cannot
disturb its waters; nothing can disturb the Christian's peace, it is
God-given.
Again, the Bible promises victory over sin, and support in trial and
bereavement. Is it true ~ Oh, yes. "Sin shall not have dominion
over you." Have you not found it so 1 Have you not, in the strength
of God, been able to conquer this or that temptation ~
In trial it says, "When thou passest through the waters, I will be
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee:
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee (Isa. xliii. 2). "Bread shall be
given ..• waters shall be sure" (Isa. xxxiii. 16). "I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee 11 (Heb. xiii. 5). Are not these promises
true ~
Perhaps you dreaded some trial, some bereavement, and you felt you
'could not bear it; but it came, and by grace you could say, "Not
my will, but Thine be done." We know there is no flock but has
one dead lamb-no home but some time or other there must be the
vacant chair, but, in all the sad, dark hours of bereavement, "underneath are the everlasting arms."
Once more, the Bible promises triumph over death. Go to the bed
of the dying husband and father, what enables him to peacefully leave
his dear ones ~ Oh, the precious promise, "Leave thy -fatherless children,
I will preserve them alive; and let thy widows trust in Me." Or to
the children watching by the dying father, how tenderly comes the
assurance, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear Him." Or go to the bed of the poor backslider, and as
he mourns over his sins, tell him, "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth
from all sin."
Will any say the Gospel does not commend itself to the heart and
conscience of the believer in the hour of death 1 Oh, it does sustain in
death, when the soul is stepping out into the dim unknown. Ah! Jesus
is there, and dying grace is given, while, if the valley is dark, it is
only a shadow. If the believer experiences no triumph in the hour of
death, he nearly always has peace, and to the question, "Is it well 1 "
comes the whispered answer, "Yes, through Christ, all is well." The
Gospel will prove itself~ even as God's own sunshine does. Again, the
Gospel is suited for all, for the most unlearned, who has never studied
man's books, yet can say, "One thing I know, that whereas I was blind,
now I see." Ask a quickened soul how he knows the Bible is God's
Word, and therefore true, and he will say, "Oh, it has 'shown me my
heart; it has shown me a Saviour, and revealed to me peace and joy
through Jesus. Yes, oh yes! it is ~od's Word." Then, it is the work
of the Holy Spirit to reveal all this. God's Word is a hammer, a
sword, but can only do its work in the hand of the Holy Spirit, and
that ministry is most successful and most blessed where He is honoured.
Lastly, some may say, "It is very fine for you to say the Gospel
commends itself to the conscience; it does not commend itself to mine."
Not so fast, my friend. Hear what God's Word says-"But if our
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Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost" (2 Cor. iv. 3). Oh,
brethren, be in the best sense experimental philosophers, taste and try
for yourselves that the Lord is good! "Oh, make but trial of His
love! " Only the truth of the Gospel will evolve light and heat to the
conscience.
" Suffer the word of exhortation." Your faithful pastor has finished his
work and entered into rest. He has preached Christ to you, and been
faithful unto death; he has prayed by your bedside; he has seen you
in your homes, but what effect has his word had on you ~ Can you
say, "I know whom I have believed" ~ Dear brethren, I beseech you
to think of that day when you and your departed pastor will meet
again; not then in the sanctuary, but in the presence of God, at the
last day. Will your pastor be able then to say, "Here am I, and the
people whom Thou hast given me "~ A saved pastor and a saved people,
how blessed! May God grant it, for Christ's sake.
F. S. F.

THE PORTRAITS OF REV. G. W. STRATON AND REV.
JAMES ORMISTON.
IT gave us pleasure, in our last Number, to present our readers with
the portrait of our dear friend, the Rev. JAl\1ES ORl\1ISTON, Rector of
St. Mary-Ie-port, Bristol. When first we made his personal acquaintance, he was Incumbent of St. David's, Holloway, and that personal
aC<4laintance began under somewhat peculiar circumstances, for he was
at The time exceedingly ill. We visited him in his sick-chamber, just
prior to entering, on his behalf, upon the services of the sanctuary.
Strange to say-we cannot give the reason why-but we had previously resolved not to undertake any duty there. In spite, however,
of that resolve, we were compelled to do so, in consequence of having
become responsible for the services under the belief that our then helper
would have taken the duty. In consequence of his unwillingness to do
so, necessity was laid upon us personally to fulfil the engagements for
which we had become responsible.
This, therefore, was one among
the ten thousand proofs that, "though the heart of man may devise
his way, the Lord alone can direct his steps."
.
We cannot contemplate the services of St. David's without being
forcibly reminded of the many precious souls who have since passed
away, and with whom we were privileged to enjoy the sweetest communion and fellowship. Of them we may indeed say with the poet"Once they were mourning here below,
And wet thei?' couch with tears,
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears."
~

But (blessed be God!) in His own good time they were brought off
"more than conquerors through Him that loved them."
It affords us additional pleasure, in our present Number, to furnish
our readers with the portrait of either our first or second correspondent in connection with this Magazine. In June, 1840, the Rev.
GEORGE vV.. STRATON wrote a warm letter of congratulation upon our
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undertaking the Editorship.
Well do we remember his adopting the
Prayer-book version, and wishing us "good luck in the name of the
Lord." We rejoice in the fact that from that time to the present,
naught has in the leastwise interfered with or interrupted our friend·
ship. In spite of extreme delicacy of health, and ailments and troubles
which would have utterly crushed most men, he has survived to the
patriarchal age of well-nigh eighty-six years! Knowing, as we long
have known, our friend and brother's weak and prostrate condition,
unable to take more than the very smallest measure of nourishment,
we are amaz~d at the prolongation of his life; and our earnest desire and
hearty prayer is, that he may "finish his course with joy"; yea,
that the simple breathing of his heart, in the closing up of
his long life, may be, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
It must indeed be a solace to our dear friend that, now he is compelled to relinquish his ministerial labours, his beloved and only
surviving son not only fills the so prominent and important post of
Vicar of Wakefield, but stands forth in a bold, unflinching, and most
scriptural defence, in advocacy of our but too much ignored and despised
Protestantism.
Our dear friend, the Archdeacon of Huddersfield,
Canon STRATON, has at once our warmest thanks, 4earty congratulations, and earnest prayers.
THE EDITOR.

A FEW THOUGHTS ON THE SYMBOLS OF REVELATION
XII. AND XVII.
BY THE REV. GEORGE W. STRATON, RECTOR OF AYLESTONE, LEICESTER.

WE find, by acquaintance with the Scriptures, that women are always the
symbols of the religious systems or Churches, good or bad, true or false,
spoken of in God's Word, as Sarah and Hagar were, according to Galatians
iv.; for man being, in his original creation, as Paul tells us (Rom. v. 14),
"the figure [or symbol] of Him that was to come," even of the God.
Man, Christ Jesus the Lord, therefore a woman is the proper symbol
of the bride, the Lamb's wife, and an harlot the proper symbol of an
apostate body, or a satanic imitation of a true Church, which, being
"carnal, earthly, sensual, devilish," effectually attracts the carnal natural
mind, "which is enmity against God." The Lord's spiritual seed on earth
have ever been a little flock-persons whose eyes have been opened-who
have, consequently, "turned from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God," by God shiDing into their hearts, to give "the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." It
may be only" one of a family or two of a city," whilst we see whole cities,
localities, and families given up to error and idolatry. Happy is the godly
parent now-a.days who has not got an element of hostility to God's truth
in one or more of his children! What a state Jerusalem and J udala were
in when Jeremiah was instructed by God (vide Jer. xliv. 2) of the state of
things as viewed by Himself, notwithstanding God's house was in the midst
of the people, and ordered in all things according to the pattern shown
unto Moses on the mount. "Seest thou not," saith the Lord, "what they
do in the cities of J udah and in the streets of Jerusalem 1 The children
gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead the
dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke Me to anger," Here was

417

The Gospel M ag-az;ne.

"\

carnal unanimity. When remonstrated with and warned by Jeremiah, we
find determination and defiance in their reply (xliv. 16, 17): "As for the
word that thou: hast spoken unto us in the name of the Lord, we will not
hearken unto thee. But we will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth forth
out of OU1' own mouth, to burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to
pOllr out drink offerings unto her, as we have done."
. This whole chapter requires the most profound consideration, containing as
lt dood God's mind and purposes, in consequence of a state of things which
we shall do well to apply to our own day and generation; for, whenever a
,Church or system is distinguished by apostasy from truth, revealed by
~od's ~Word, and previously maintained, not merely by a few wretched
i~dividuals .speaking lies in the name of the Lord, who may at any time
i:'Ise up to proclaim error in His name, and magnify themselves as had been
done in all ages, but when, by the unmistakable assent and consent of the
people, apostasy is proclaimed, as in Jeremiah's day (for he says it was a
great mUltitude, chiefly women, who replied as he records to his reproufs),
then that corrupt Church or system assumes before God the character of
.an harlot, spiritually considered. Hence Isaiah, after a vision given him of
Jerusalem as viewed spiritually by God, exclaims (i. 21), "How is the
faithful city become an harlot!" and Jehovah proclaims, "Hear, 0 heavens,
and give ear, 0 earth; I have nourished and brought up children, and they
have rebelled against Me;" for, notwit.hstanding the incessant services,
sacrifices, and ritual carried on, all in the letter and form as God had
appointed, yet all t.hese had become odious to Him: "They are abominations [He says] to Me;" "They are a trOll ble unto Me; I am weary to
bear them; My soul hateth them;" "Their solemn meetings are iniquity."
Kow, into a similar condition of apostasy and degradation, and that
progressively brought about, had the Church fallen-the harlot, as describe1
in Revelation xvii., in God's sight-and we have here her end, judgment
.and destruction, foretold. I shall not attempt tu prove that th1s is the
corrupt apost.ate Church of Rome which is port.rayed for our instruction.
The explanations given by the angel, when he says to John, "Wherefore
didst thou marvel 1 I will show thee the mystery of the woman, and of the
beast that carrieth her," give full and positive assurance, beyond all
controversy, that Rome is signified under the spiritual designation of
.. Babylon the great, the mother of harlots," "that great city which reigneth
over the kiogs of the earth;" just as in the elevent.h chapter we have
Jerusalem described as "the city which is spiritually called Sodom and
Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified." What a contrast Rome, as an
.apostate harlot such as she is, and will be to her end, is to Rome full of
saint.s, persons beloved of God, whose faith was spoken of through the
whole world, as Paul tells us in Romans i. Well may we make use of the
words of Isaiah and cry, "How is this once faithful city also become an
harlot! " "Fallen and become the habitation of devils, and the hold of
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird" (Rev,
xviii. 2). "By her sorceries were all nations deceived: and ill her was
found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon
the earth" (Rev. xviii. 23, 24). Oh, may many yet hear God's call,
« Come out of her, My people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and
that ye receive not of her plagues."
In the book of Zechariah we have a remarkable vision recorded, which
was given to him of the state of the Lord's house in his day. The angel
Bent to instruct the prophet having first shown him "the two anointed
ones [' SOilS of oil,' vide margin] that stand by the Lord of the whole
~llrth," and pour forth the golden oil out of themselves, he then said,
"Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. And I
said, What is it 1 And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He
said moreover, This is their resemblance thro'ugh all the earth. And:'
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behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that
sitteth in the midst of the ephah. And he said, This is wickedness. And
he cast it in the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon
the mouth thereof. Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold.
there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had
wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between theearth and the heaven. Then said I to the angel that talked with me,
Whither do these bear the ephah? And he said unto me, To build it an
house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there
upon her own base" (the Septuagint version ~ives us the lmd of Babylon).
Shinar was the plain on which the ancient Babel was built (Gen. x. xi.).
Let us mark" upon her own base," not upon God's foundation which He
hath laid.
Now, what is all this resemblance of? Let us see what was done, briefly,.
when God had shown to the prophet that the woman siHing on the ephah.
was a symbol of wickedness, and He had cast the weight of His sord
indignation upon her, symbolized by the lead. Two women come forth tocarry away the ephah and woman, to build a house fur her, and establish
her on her own base at Babylon, in Shinar. Hence, we see the systematic
opposition manifested in all ages and generations to God's revealed mind,
even from the days of Cain and his religion to our time; also, the prominent
part taken by women in supporting and fostering idolatry and error. It
was the women in Jeremiah's day who addressed that insolent reply to him,
asserting their determination to continue the worship of the imaginary queen
of heaven, and offer cakes and drink offerings as they had done; and in
Paul's day we read that "devout and honourable women, along with the
chief men of Antioch, raised persecution against him and Barnabas, and
expelled them out of their cOllstS."
Without entering into the cruel and wicked organiz~tions of Rome,
which would take days to recount, let us observe what is now going on in
our own land, and, alas! in the national Ohurch of England. A host of
dishonest men, such as were characterised eighteen hundred years ago by
the Holy Ghost as "false apostles, deceitful workers," transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ-and no marvel, for Satan himself is
transformed into an angel of light-are found in our midst.
Even in
Paul's day, he tells us, "The mystery of iniquity doth already work "-no
doubt the mystery, directly, or indirectly, connected with this harlot, the
mysterious Babylon.
Let us think of this number of false teachers in our land, and their
instrumentalities of sisterhoods and lady superiors, with nursing establishments and orphanages and reformatories, and the committee of silly women
who have been led captive. who, with detestable deception, act as propagators of error and idolatry, and, in some cases as tyrants, more fully
representing the original founder of Babylon, the old Nimrod, by being,
like him, mighty constrainers, as the word hunter should be translatea,
compelling all over whom they eau exercise influence to come under a
system of false teaching.
Now, this vie ion of the seventeenth chapter shows us the end of ail this,
which will terminate for ever such hostility to God, His Christ, and His
truth in the day of the judgment and destruction of the harlot, Babylon,
the great and mystic"l, the mother of harlots, i.e. of all other harlot
systems, I believe, either by acceptation of her delusions, or by revolt from
all Ohristian truth, through disgust at her asmmptions and blasphemies,
setting up and exalting their own carnal systems and dogmas; some repudiating Ohristianity altogether, others worshipping and preaching another
Jesus who is not another.
What a glorious contrast to all the odious detail of the harlot we have in
the other symbol for consideration, contained in Revelation xii. The great
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wonder or symbol in heaven, the true Church of the living God, "a woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a
crown of twelve stars "-everything pure and glorious, of God's creatingtravailing in birth to bring forth the" Man-child who is to rule all nations
with a rod of iron "-the mystical Christ, the body of which the Lord
Jesus is the Head, for God, the Father of glory, upon His resurrection
gave Him to be the "Head over all things to the Church, which is His
body," thus forming the" perfect Man, the measure of the stature of the
fulness of the predestinated Christ," "for as the natural body is one, and
hath many members, so also is Christ" (1 Cor. xii. 12). We are members
of His body, o~ His flesh, and of His bones, whose promise is, "To him that
overcometh, and keepeth My works unto the end, will I give power over
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a
potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I have received of my
Father.
Let him that hath an ear hear what the Spirit saith unto the
Churches. "
Now, this glorious woman is triumphant in the end. She brings forth
the Man-child, notwithstanding the defiant hostility of the great red dra~oD,
" that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world;" and the Child, immediately He is brought forth, is "caught up
unto God, and to His throne," and then comes the song of victory: "Now
is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the
power of His Christ; for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved
not their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that
dwell in them."
Hence, we learn that the workings of the harlot Church of Rome and
her daughters will continue to the end of this dispensation. It was stated
to Abram by God Himself (Gen. xv. 13) that his seed should be strangers
in a land that was not theirs for four hundred years; but should return
with great substance to the land He had promised to them, even the land
wherein Abram then was-but not till then, as the iniquity of the
Amorites would not be full till that time came.
Jehovah is greatly glorified and admired by letting all iniquity and hostility ripen and come to the
full before destruction; and thus not only do His saints learn most
important truths for time and eternity, but unto the principalities and
powers in heavenly places is made known, by God's dealings with His
Church, His manifold wisdom, "according to His eternal purpose which He
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."
So, also, we learn that the travail in birth of the pure woman will continue till God's elect, the mystical members of the Mystical Head, Christ.,
shall have all "come into the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ." Then shall they all be "caught up unto God, and
to His throne;" and He who from before the foundation of the world was
charged with iheir everlasting salvation shall say to His Father and their
Father, "Behold, here am I, and here are the children that Thou hast given
me; not one of them is lost. They shall be for signs and for wonders
through eternity."
"I HAVE waited for Thy salvation, 0 Lord." The waiting position
is a blessed one, into which mercy alone can bring you.
THE sinner who is drawn to Christ is not he who has learned that
he is a sinner by head-knowledge, but who feels himself such by
heart-contrition. -Hart.
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A VISIT TO AN OUTWARD-BOUND SHIP.
just returned from the inspection of the Durban steam-ship, of
2,800 tons, which sails for the Cape to-morrow. I was struck with a
life-saving apparatus, which, I think, is of recent invention. At any
rate, it was new to me. It is fixed to the top of the bulwarks. In
the event of anyone falling overboard, a light is struck attached to a
small can, the contents of which will burn for some twenty minutes.
This is attached to a life-buoy, to which likewise is fixed a pole, with
a red flag HoaLing from the top.
A very intelligent seaman showed us over the sllip. When I asked
him how much he had kn0wn her to heel over, he took us to the
wheel-house, and there showed us the indicator, which is suspended
between two compasses. This wheel-house is directly below the steering-gear on the upp~r deck. Our informant stated he had known a
former ship to heel over forty degrees; at forty-five they are considered
on their beam-ends. 'What made matters the more critical (my
informant stated) was that at the time a part of the cargo, through
friction, had taken fire, nor could it be fully extinguished for six
days. The suspense of both passengers and crew, during that lengthened
period, can be better imagined than described.
As I passed through the state-rooms of the first and second-class
passengers, and then visited the third-class quarters, I could but think
of the scenes that would be so soon presented in that now beautifully-ordered ship. As I took a passing glance at the sleeping cabins,
I thought of what those berths might shortly express, had they the
power to give utterance to what their occupants would feel. As the
passengers would not be allowed on board till the next day-the day
of sailing-the most painful partings awaited them. Husbands leaving
wives, whilst they sought a home for themselves and theirs in a far-off
land; sons and daughters bidding adieu to aged varents, never more
to behold them in this vale of tean Ladies and gentlemen, having
failed in all other respects, about to try what a long sea-voyage might
accomplish in regard t) their impaired health. A remarkable instance
of this kind has just occurred; a voyage to the far-off Australia proving
an utter failure with r"spect to restoration. Others, again-and
especially in present times, when positions and occupations in England
are so difficult of attainment-emigrate to distant lands, with the hope
()f finding abroad what they cannot find at home.
With respect to parting scenes, the annexed letter came to hand a
£hort time after I had visited the ship in question :HAVE

Galleywood, Ohelmsfol'd, May 12th, 1890.
am indeed touched by your prompt and
liber"l response to my note. I had no intention of drawlDg so largely on
your generosity, but your evident pleasure in provisioning out-bound ships
with Gospel truth tempted me to ask if you would remember my sister. It was
<9<) good of you to go to the ship tClo, though the family did not leave London
for Southampton till nine on Friday morning. I try to imagine her pleasure
when your books appeared. I can only heartily and fervently pray that your
.dearest wish may be realized, even that some poor desponding child of God
may be revivified and cheerel, and the effects of a Gospel ministry be felt
far away from our presence, and where few may love and honour our glorious,
unchanging Lord. "He that watereth othen shaH be watered also himself."

My

DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-l
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We were a ~ery large family to gather about our parents on the fourth of
this month; there are eleven of us grown-up brothers and sisters, and this
is the first parting. My poor father is in a dreadfully trying state mentally;
a most mysterious affliction is his-an old.standing Christian, with vivid fXperiences of God's personal mercy, and a very tender conscience as regards every
connection with his fellows, truth-speaking, &c. A year ago he improved, and
went to meeting again, seeming his old happy self, but l.he past three or four
months have been fearful. He is by no means insane, but has not the least
control over the enemy's temptations and snggestions. It does seem so very
strange, but God sees the end, and knows better than we how to guide His
children. Father is seventy.five years of age. As soon as he heard of my
sister's resolve,· he became perfectly quiet, and, to our great relief, remained so
up to the parting. We mng some of lhe grand old anthems together, "In
the Last Day," and" By the rivers of Babylon." Nearly thirty voices in one
room, there was no need of alJcompanimflnt; t hen, for father's sake, we finished
with, "All hail the power of Jesus' name."
Do please excuse me for this family history; your kindness drew it out. I
cannot help hoping that possibly the truths of God may make more progress
over the sea than here in this infatuated land. I am shocked and almost
paralyzed to read the very plausible and magnificently-worded articles and
books now being put forth. Have you read H-- D--'s books 1 Their
show of truth enchanted us till we saw what was implied by inference (far
more subtle than argument), and missed the whole economy of substitution.
But why do not such men openly avow their disbeliefs 1 Look at - - selling
by thousands, arguing for the elevating and refining properties of love-the
one thing necessary to the world's salvation. But, poor f"llow, what will he
do with those who are filled with enmity 1 is there no hope for them 1 Yet
they would tell us it will all come right by.and-by! Oh, sir, our little
scraps of truth seem swamped in this flood of attractive literature! but God
sees it, and knows where to lodge it, and who will appreciate it. May He
come to you very often in your increasing weakness; for you, at least, there
is no persecution, but only the unveiling of Himself!
Gratefully yours,
M. A. CHAPLIN.
We trust our loved and valued correspondent will not object to our
publishing the foregoing. We hope that, by so doing, the case of her
dear father will be laid upon the hearts of many of our dear readers to
wrestle at the throne of grace on his behalf. We believe it to be but
one of many similar cases prevailing at the present time. But personally, we feel sweetly assured and blessedly at rest as to the ultimate
issue. We are persuaded that our tried brother will be brought up out
of the "horrible pit and miry clay," as was our dear departed friend
and brother, the Rev. WILLIAM SAUNDERS. It was scarcely possible
for his case to have been exceeded, in point of darkness, death, and
seemingly absolute desertion. But (blessed be God!) the "Touch not
his life!" held good all through his bitter trial and agonizing experience.
And now he is singing rapturously and eternally the triumphant son~
of Moses and the Lamb! Oh, how day by day we contemplate hIS
blessed estate and everlasting freedom from all the sins, the sufferings,
and the sorrows with which he had to contend while here! And, in
the contemplation, how often mentally we exclaim"Oh, when will God my joy complete,
And make an end of sin P
When shall I walk the land and meet
No Canaanite therein?"
THE EDITOR.
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PROTESTANT CHURCHMAN'S ALLIANCE.
AT a meeting at Exeter Hall, of the above society, on Tuesday, May
13th, the Archdeacon of Huddersfield (son of the Rev. G. W. STRATON,
whose portrait is published in our present Number), spoke-and that
most nobly-as follows. His speech gives forth the true Protestant
ring. Personally we rejoice in his so faithful testimony;The Archdeacon of HUDDERSFIELD, in seconding the resolution, said
he thought that what they had heard that night all went to prove
how deplorable was the present condition of the Church of England.
He thought they might say that a condition of anarchy existed such
as could not be found in any other Church in the world. The endowments were being used to propagate views which their own Prayerbook condemned as blasphemous.
It was Lord HALIFAX himself who described their Communion Office
as "the Mass in English." The Bishops of the Reformation gave their
bodies to be burned rather than perform the blasphemy of the Mass,
but to-day they had bishops who would. take part in such ceremonial,
and afterwards call it a simple and ordinary service. It might be
asked, Could not the laity get redress ~ Even in a heathen city like
Ephesus, the town clerk could say, "The courts are open"; but, if
that official were to appear in England to-day, he would rather have
to say, "You have the courts, but they are padlocked." He believed
the episcopal veto was a subtly-contrived machinery for maintaining
the present state of things. He knew that Protestants were often
accused of forcing divisions and strife upon the Church, but it seemed
to him that the Unionist party might just as reasonably be accused
of responsibility for the strife and anarchy in Ireland. The Protestant
party was the Unionist party in Church and State. They felt that
they could not go behind the Reformation settlement and the various
Acts of Parliament that bound the Church of England, and for his
part he could not understand a Unionist Government supporting a
party that took up an opposite position. Those who opposed the
work of the Alliance suggested three different courses for the present
state of things. The first suggestion was, that. they should go to
Convocation and get the rules and rubrics altered, and then the episcopal veto could be dropped. Then another suggestion was, that they
should shut their eyes to the present state of things, but that struck
him as a very feeble accomplishment, and savoured of the well-known
warning, "If the blind lead the blind, shall they not both fall into
the ditch ~ " The third proposal was, that they should all live at
peace. That was all very well, but what peace was meant ~ Did it
mean that there should be an honest cessation of all attempts to undo
the work of the Reformation and to bring back Romanism within the
Church ~ If the cry for peace m~ant that they were to sit still under
a process of painless extinctioll, while _all those doctrines and practices
that their forefathers protested again'st with their own blood were
reintroduced into the Church of England, then they would say to
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those who made such a proposal, "What hast thou to do with peace ~
Turn thee behind me."
Coming to the details of the resolution, he defined the episcopal
veto as a power vested in the bishops to withdraw criminous clergy
from the operation of the law. The veto, as the noble chairman had
told them, was only given to prevent frivolous or vexatious suits. But
did they call it a frivolous and vexatious thing when a priest lured
their wives and daughters to the confessional1 Or, again, was it a
frivolous and vexatious thing when the doctrine of the Mass was
taught in manuals that were put into the hands of their children and
-confirmation candidates 1 They could not consider complaints of this
kind frivolous or vexatious, and he hoped that the Protestants of this
land would act in the spirit of their forefathers in the days of the
Plantagenets, and declare, "We will have no more of the episcopal
veto.'
As to the proposal for deprivation as a punishment for contumacy,
Colond HARDY, the secretary of the English Church Union, had
written to him, describing it as a refinement of cruelty only equalled
by the fires of the Marian persecution. But he would like to ask the
Colonel what would happen to an officer in the army who was disloyal
to the rules and regulations of his regiment 1 It seemed to him
monstrous to suppose that, while for disobedience an officer of the
Queen would be cashiered~ an officer of Ohrist should be allowed to
go scot·free. This state of things could not go on indefinitely. There
was only one end to it, and that was disestablishment. The Roman'izing movement in the Church made unity in the matter of Church
dei'ence impossible, for the question must arise, Which Church were
they going to defend-the Church which obeyed the Queen in Council,
<lr the Church which obeyed Lord HALIFAX in council 1 They must,
therefore, press on with their Protestant defence work; they might
have difficulties at first, but he implored them not to be discouraged,
01' allow themselves to be sneered down.
God had done great things
for their Church and country in the past, and would do still greater
in the future. England, by God's grace, was a land of civil and
religious liberty, and it was their duty to stand fast in the liberty
wherewith Christ had made them free.

MARIOLATRY.
IN 1854, decreeing the Immaculate Oonception of the Virgin Mary,
:Pius IX. spoke of Mary as having" bruised the poisonous head of
'the most cruel serpent, and brought salvation to the world." And
Pius commanded "all the sons of the Catholic Ohurch . . . . with a
yet more ardent zeal of piety, religion, and love, to continue to worship,
invoke, pray the most blessed mother of God •.•. and to flee unto
1 his mother of mercy and grace in all perils" . . . . (Quoted from
l'USEY'S "Eirenicon," pp. 179, 180).
The present Pope, Leo XIII" on August 15th, 1889, put forth an
Encyclical. He said, "From the same fact that the most Holy Virgin
is the mother of J e~ us Cb ist, is she the mother of all Christians,
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whom she bore on Mount Calvary, amid the supreme throes of the
Redemption" (Tablet, August 24th, 1889).
Cardinal BELLARMINE, one of the greatest pillars of the RQmish Church,
when he was dying, "bequeathed half his soul to the Blessed Virgin
and half to Christ" (" BAILEY'S Dictionary," VoI. 2, p. 505).
CORNELIUS .A. LAPIDE, one of Rome's most popular commentatore,
says, "As often as we eat tbe flesh of Christ in the Eucharist, so·
often do we in it really eat the flesh of the Blessed Virgin. For the
flesh of Christ is the flesh of the Blessed Virgin. . . . For this cause
all the faithful . . . ought, as it were, to pass into, and be transmuted
into, the Blessed Virgin, as iron glowing with fire passes into fire"
(Quo.ted in PUSEY'S Eirenicon," p. 170).
Cardinal MANNING" heartily commends" the following, "The salvation of all depends on their being favoured and protected by Mary.
He who is protected by Mary will be saved; he who is not will be
lost. . . . . No one can be saved or 1'edeemed but through Mary."
"At the death of Jesus, Mary united her will to that of her Son, so
much so that both offered one and the same sacrifice, and therefore . . . •
both the Son and the Mother effected human redemption, and obtained
ealvation for men" (LIGUORI's "Glories of Mary," pp. 144, 145, 366.
BURNS, 1868). This work was stamped by Papal infallibility in 1831,.
as containing not a word worthy of censure.
At Rome, in the porch of a church close to the Vatican, the text
Heb. iv. 16, in large letters, is tbus set up, "Let us come to the
. throne of the Virgin Mary" (Quoted by LITTLEDALE, p. 54, "Plain
Reasons ").
FATHER CHINIQUY.
having been circulated that Father CHINIQUY had died aIll
mfidel, a lady in London has received the following letter from him:St. Anne, Kankakee Co" Illinois, May 13th, 1890.
My DEAR MADAM,-In answer to your kind and honoured letter of
the 28th April, I hasten to say that I am not yet. dead, as my friends
in the Church of Rome are publishing in England. Please tell them
that, though eighty years and ten months old, I travel in the United
States and Canada, and lecture almost every day with as much ease as
when thirty years old. Tell them that, by the great mercy of God, my
eyes are still good, my hands do not shake, my steps are firm, and!
my lungs excellent. Only lately, I lectured evely day for three weeks
in one of the largest halls of Washington City, the capital of this great
Republic, during two weeks in Baltimore (Maryland State), and three
weeks in Boston (Massachussetts State). Last Sabbath it was my unspeakable joy to address my dear converts of St. Anne, Illinois, in
their large chapel, in the morning, and I addressed their Sabbath
School in the afternoon. At that Sabbath School there were 198 boys
and girls, all children of converts from Rome! Please tell my good
Roman Catholic friends in England that I am so far from being dead
in a state of Atheism; that I am at work to build a church for one of
the many congregations of converts who have lately broken the he:lvy
and ignominious yoke of the Church of Rome, and, that they may have
~UMOURS
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no doubt about it, I here enclose the last two printed circulars I have
addressed to the Ohristians of Canada, asking them for £3,000 for the
erection of that church. More than that, in order to show to our
good friends of the Ohurch of Rome how they are deceived by their
priests and bishops in this matter, and in all the rest of what they hear
from their lips, please get those two letters reproduced by the Ohristian
press of England, to give an opportunity to the disciples of Ohrist in
your noble country to extend to me a helping hand in this great Ohristian work. Please also tell all the Roman Oatholics of Great Britain that
this year the Evangelical work in which I am engaged these last thirty
years has been more prosperous than ever, and that more than five
hundred converts are the blessed fruits which the good Master has
granted us to reap in His blessed vineyard these last t.welve months.
Please tell them, also, that the more their priests, bishops, and Popes
curse me for having left their Ohurch, the more our merciful Heavenly
Father does pour upon me His most visible and precious benedictions_
I allow you to publish this letter, to put a stop to the false rumours
spread by the press and pulpits of Rome. Please ask all those who
love our Saviour Jesus Ohrist in England, to unite their fervent prayers
to yours to the mercy-seat for me.-Your brother in Ohrist,
O. CHlNIQUY.
ROMISH PILGRIMS AND THE QUEEN.
THE following correspondence has been published:Jerusalem, St. George's Day, April 23rd, 1890.
My DEAR SIR HENRYPONSONBY,-The British pilgrimage to the
Holy Land, in which I am taking part, is now at Jerusalem. To-day
being the Feast of St. George, a solemn High Mass has been celebrated
at the altar of the Holy Sepulchre by the Hon. and Right Rev. Dr.
OLIFFORD, Bishop of Olifton, at which the whole pilgrimage assisted.
At the conclusion of the ceremony we sang with great fervour the
anthem, "Domine, salvam fac Reginam nostram Victoriam." It is the
first time that such an event has taken place in the Ohurch of the Holy
Sepulchre, and, as I am sure that it will be pleasing to the Queen to
hear of such heartfelt prayers being offered up for her in this most holy
sanctuary by her subjects, I write to tell you of the fact, and beg you
to lay this letter before Her Majesty, with my humble duty.
Yours very truly,
NORFOLK.
Windsor Castle, May 13th, 1890.
My DEAR DUKE,-I have received your letter from Jerusalem, and
had much pleasure in laying it before the Queen. Her Majesty was
much gratified by the account you give of the British pilgrimage to the
Holy Land, and desires me to ask you to thank the members of the
pilgrimage for their kind and loyal wishes expressed on her behalf.
HENRY F. PONSONBY.
Believe me, yours very truly, .
[Alas! alas! for Protestant England, when we rea-l such announcements as the foregoing! The" gratification" of Her Majesty under
such circumstances is a thing to be deeply deplored by every true
Protestant and lover of his country.-ED.]
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DEATH OF THE REV. W. L. ROLLESTON, OF SORAPTOFT.

To the Editor ot the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR BROTHER BELOvED,-Another of the seed royal safe home,
that lamb·like and spiritually-minded man of God, the Rev. W. L.
ROLLESTON, V!car of Scraptoft. To have known him, was to love him.
Death has ended the war for him, and now all is peace and joy.
Heaven's King surely is gathering His own "one by one." They
are flying" as doves to their windows." Who next 1 Who next 1
Age, with stealing pace, is bringing us, dear brother, fast to the end,
yet, blessed be God, that end will be endless. Doubtless you have
heard, and have, particulars of dear ROLLESTON'S departure, but I
thought I would send you enclosed cuttings from a Leicester paper.
Yours in best bonds,
June 9th, 1890.
GEORGE COWELL.
It is with feelings of sincere regret-which we are sure will be shared
in by all our readers-that the duty devolves upon us of this week recording
the death of the Rev. WM. LANCELOT ROLLEsToN, RA., Vicar of Scraptoft,
the father of J. F. L. ROLLEsToN, Esq., J.P., the leader of the Oonservative
party in Leicester, which occurred at his residence on Wednesday morninl/:.
The deceased had passed the allotted span of three score years and ten,"
having been born in 1816. He was the eldest son of the late Rev. JOHN
ROLLESTON, of Burton Joyce, in Nottinghamshire, and was a nephew of the
late LANcELOT ROLLESTON, Esq., M.P., of Watnall Hall, :Notts.
It was originally intended that the decea~ed should adopt the army as
a profession, and held a commission in the South Notts Yeomanr.v Cavalry.
But, through an accident, he failed to obtain his commission, and it was then
resolved that he should enter the Church.
In ·1840 Mr. ROLLEsToN graduated at St. John's College, Oambridge, and
was then presented to the living at Great Dalby, by Sir FRANCIB BURDETT
(father of Lady BURDETT-COUTTS), who was a relative of the family. In
1843 Mr. ROLLESTON married Miss MARY SOPHIA. FOWKE (the eldest
daughter of the late Sir FREDERICK GUBTAVUS FOWKE, Bart.), sister of
the prespnt Sir F. T. FOWKE, Bart., who died as recently as last September.
In 1849 he was chosen VJCar of Scraptoft; but to this living he appointed the
Rev. H. Fox (since dead) as Curate-in.charge, which arrangement was continued until 1860, when the deceased took up his residence at Scraptoft.
Here he has remained intermittently for the last thirty years, during which
time he has won the love and esteem of every section of the communityin fact, everyone with whom he was acquainted.
Mr. ROLLESTON was well known to a good many of the inhabitants of
Leicester, having' conducted the services at Christ Church, Holy Trinity
Church, and other p1aces of worship. He had been in failing health for the
past few months, and for the last fortnight he had been confined to his bed.

When the rev. gentleman .was seen on Monday, however, by Dr. C. H.
MARRIOTT, in conjunction with Mr. C. F. BRYAN, his regular medical
attendant, he had rallied somewhat and was considerably better. This improvement, it was hoped and expected, would continue; and that it was not
thought the end was so near, is evidenced by the fact that Mr. J. F. L.
ROLLESTON presided at the Conservative meeting held in the Temperance
Hall, Le.icester, on Tuesday night. The rpverend gentleman, however, grew
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weaker, and at half-past one on Wednesday morning he peacefully passed
away, deeply lamented by all.
We may add that the living. of All Saints' Church, Scraptoft, is in the
gift of MiBB HARTOPP, the lady of the manor. The son of the deceased, the
Rev. F. C. L. ROLLESTON, who is Curate of Thurnby, is at present Curatein-charge of Great Dalby.
THE FUNER.'.L.
The remains of the late Rev. W. L. ROLLESTON were, on Friday afternoon,
consigned to their last resting-placo, in the graveyard adjoining the church
where he had so long officiated. The obsequies were of an extremely quiet
and simple character, and in perfect accord with the wishes of the late Mr.
RoLLESTO~, who, a short time before his death, expressed a desire that the
last rites should be conducted without ostentation. The grave was a plain,
unbricked one. It was situate near the path leading from the vicarage to the
church, and within a few feet of the time-worn Roman cross that lends an
air of antiquity to the little parish. In the- grave were the remains of the
deceased's wife, who died in September of last year, at the age of sixty-six.
The funeral ceremony was witnessed by a considerable number of the
parishioners, both of Scraptoft and of Great Dalby, where the late rev. gentleman held a second living, and on all sides were -heard expressions of hear~felt
regret at the loss of one whose whole life had been full of deeds of love
and charity.
The coffin having been conveyed into the church, a short, simple service
was held, at the commencement of which Miss ROE, the organist, played
"Days and moments quickly flying." Two appropriate hymns, "For ever
with the Lord," and" Jesus lives," were sung by the congregation. The
service was conducted by the Rev. A. A. ISAACS, of Christ Cnurcb, Leicester,
assisted by the Revs. T. J. REDHEAD (Thurnby-cnm·Stoughton), H. -S.
Griffith (Christ Church, Leicester), and E. FOORD KELCEY (St. Saviour's,
Leicester).
COMMENTS.
\Ye readily endorse w:hat our dear friend and brother, Mr. COWELL, has
said in regard to the calling home of the Lord's servants. It is a striking
feature of the day, and indicates (if we mistake not) that a time of
severe chastisement is at hand. . Such removals have commonly preceded
certain visitations from on high, the Lord thus taking away His
servants from the evil to come. The generd.l aspect of the times, both
in a temporal and spiritual point of view, may well arouse the thoughtless and unsuspecting to a "consideration of their ways," and lead the
children of God to give heed to the exhortation, "Come, My people,
enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide
thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.
For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants
of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood,
and shall no more cover her slain" (Isa. xxvi. 20, 21). The apathy
and indifference that pervade the community at large betokens coming
judgments. The Hezekiah-selfishness, "I shall have peace in my days,"
is another sad feature of the age.
With respect to our departed brother, the Rey. W. L. ROLLESTON,
we quite agree with dear" G. C.'s" testimony, "To know him was
to love him."
There was a meekness and a mellowness of character
which could ~carcely fail to commend itself, and his pulpit testimony
was such as clearly bespoke the practical effects of a chastened spirit.
It implied, and that most unmistakably, a. personal familiarity with those
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floods and fires, in connection with which the Lord so instructs and
mellows and meetens His own Spirit-taught and Spirit-led servants.
Without such instruction, ministers are of but little service, at least to
the tried and tempted of the Lord's family.
We trus~ we may be supplied with particulars of our dear departed
friend's last days.
Mr. ROLLESTON was one of the brethren whom our dear friend, the
Rev. G. W. STRATON, would invite to meet us, whenever we visited
Aylestone. How manv of those brethren have since been called home.
In fact, at the .moment of writing, we do not remember one remaining.
Among these departed friends, there were dear Dr. HEWLETT, LONG,
WALKER, OWEN, ADAMS, PYM, BROWN, MYLIUS, TnORPE SMITH, ALLEN,
GARRARD, BIRKETT, and doubtless many others whose names have
passed from our remembrancl'. The meeting there, however, from time
to time, is fresh in our recollection, and the fact of their having gone
hence reminds us of our own mortality. Oh, that we could say now
as heartily as. we used to exclaim"Are we not travelling homewards, too,
As fast as time can move?
Nor do we wish the hours more slow,
To keep us from our Love!"
THE EDITOR.
EXTRACTS FROM A RECENT LETTER.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
THE Lord kept me back, by the application one morning of the word,
"The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to
show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
towards Him," and the bringing to remembrance of another word
He had previously spoken to me, viz., " Wait thou only upon God."
Sweetly did He drop into my heart, one night as I lay down to rest,
having begged of Him to show me His way, "He Himself knew what
He would do." . . . . "It is good that a man should quietly
wait for the salvation of the Lord," kept me from undue anxiety.
. . . . "Quietly wait," was again whispered in my ears, and applied to
my heart; for, without the latter, promise and precept are alike profitless to a helpless sinner like me. . . . . From the beginning of the
year I had been far from well, and struggled against cold, &c., till the
14th January. That day I took to my bed, and remained there for a
month. A few days later, serious symptoms showed themselves, and
again and again I thought I was at my journey's end; at times greatly
distressed and sorely tempted by the great adversary, who seemed
determined to destroy me body and soul. For a week or more I felt
sure I must die, and at one time closed my eyes, as I verily believed.
for the last time,. wondering what it would be to wake in His arms
who promised to "come again and receive me to Himself." I think
the Borest conflict was during the night preceding the most serious .
relapse, which took place in the early morning of Janull.ry 27th. Th"
devil had previously succeeded in making me almost believe that I had
been playing the hypocrite for more than eighteen years, but fled when,
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in the extreme weakness, all I could sa.y was, "Well, if I am a
hypocrite, I will die clinging to the Rock. I have no other hope."
Then he came, when I was still more reduced, both physically and
mentally, with the overwhelming suggestion, that the Book upon which
I had relied so long was only a myth. It was indeed a "flood,"
against which I had no power to stand. In a very agony of soul, I
cried, "Lord, if the Book is true, speak one more word to me, that I
may know it. The state in which I lay for a few moments can be far
better imagined than described. It was like the last venture of faitb.
If there is- no answer, then all must be given up as lost. But it came!
In tender mercy, in infinite compassion to His sinking child, He spoke:
"The Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and
shall lead them to living fountains of water, and Gael shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes." With that "8hall" came renewed confidence in
His mercy. Truly" the Spirit of the Lord lifted up a standard against
him, and put him to flight." Distinctly I felt him put back with,
"Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further;" and, "The Lord rebuke
thee, Satan." Then I could say, "0 death, where is thy sting 7"
"Come, Lord Jesus, come for me! " There was no great uplifting110 wondrous bright shining-but I felt I could again venture my soul
on His promise to the coming sinner.
I should weary you were I to attempt to record all the words which
came throughout that trying sea.son, as little help", just to keep my
head above water. The" fight of faith," indeed, I found it to be,
and thanked Him many a time that Jesus also "suffered being
tempted;" and at times I was led to rejoice in that I was permitted
to be a partaker of His sufferings. Again and again my dear mother
and self proved the truth of the promise, "As thy days so shall thy
strength be"; and the declaration,," He stayeth His rough wind in
the day of the east wind." . . . . All through this time I was at
intervals deeply tried with regard to what I had believed was so
surely the Lord's working to bring me here. Not when I felt He
would take me home; then it seemed as if He had just given it in
prospect, to settle my mind with regard to obtaining something; but
when the L. M. M. had extended my time (unsolicited) from
February 1st to March 1st, then, often I would get on a little, and
as often sink back, and feel, "I shall never be well any more.
Again and again in the night season, I have said, "I can never do
it," yet could not give it up. Again the L. M. M. gave me (still
without my asking) till the middle of March. . . . .
Once more the Lard kept me back from acting on my own behalf,
having previously applied and now renewed the word, "Sit still, My
daughter, till thou see how the matter will fall." I returned home.
Constantly I had to beg of Him to make His way plain, to show me
Himself what He would have me do. No answer seemed to come. I
had been crying thus for ten days or more, sometimes saying, "He
sbutteth out my prayer. I sink in deep mire, where there is no standiug. I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow me. I
am weary of my crying. My throat is dried. Mine eyes fail while I
wait for my God." The one desire was to know His will. I would
not dare come here or go elsewhere without Him. Oh, the anguish of
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that soul thus tried! " Be not Thou far from me, 0 Lord. 0 my
Strength, haste Thee to help me."
"My Friend, my Saviour, Brother,
Alone I dare not be."
Such was the feeling of this heart-tempted at times to think I was
nearly related to Balaam, aud the Lord came out to withstand me by
"weakening my strength in the way." I reeled to and fro, and staggered like a drunken man. "Be not silent to me, 0 Lord. Speak, for
Thy servant heareth," ascended from my sorrowful soul. Fears in great
measure and bitterness of spirit were dealt out to me, and I well-nigh
fainted. Oh, how one learns one's own utter weakness in such seasons!
" Fainting hope almost expires." "Will He no more be entreated ~ Is
His mercy clean gone for ever'i Hath He in anger shut up His tender
mercies 'i Hath He forgotten to be gracious 1" Such are the questionings of the exercised spirit. "I cry unto Thee, and Thou dost not
hear me; I stand up, and Thou regardest me not." But He does hear,
and, in due season, answers His weary child. Little by little He
strengthened, and then cheered with the word, "When He putteth
forth His own sheep, He goeth before them.". . .. I could only
say, "What hath God wrought!" "Verily, God hath heard me ! "
Sometimes I can sing"Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
To His feet thy tribute bring."
I would magnify His great name who hath dealt so bountifully with
me, and desire to honour Him more during the little residue of my
days upon earth, but how heavily at times does the flesh hang upon
the spirit! What a mercy the Lord Jesus could look at the desire of
His poor failing disciples, and say, "The spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak" !
Praying Him ever to bless you, and begging an interest in your
prayers,
I am, faithfully yours in Him,

April 15th, 1890.

K.B.

COMMENTS UPON THE FOREGOING.

You mark "private" in the corner of your epistle, beloved sister in
the Lord, but, at the risk of offending, we could not forbear extracting
the foregoing. We can personally follow you in every step and stage
upon which you have touched, in regard to your exercises. The Lord
has so dealt with us of late, that we could but recently make the
remark, how much we had to do with patients and prisoners. Our
work-especially of late-has called for repeated visits to both hospitals
anllp·isons. Hence the feelings have been largely drawn upon, and
the sympathies so enlisted as to make it almost appear as though the
patients, or prisoners, and ourselves had changed places. There have
been physical sufferings and fears and prostration on the one hand,
and prison walls and iron bands and fetters on the other. The result,
for the time being, has been a total absence of peace, not to say pleasure or enjoyment, and a corresponding lack of freedom and liberty.
In fact, such has been the effect of our business in this line of things,
and our contact with the many patients and prisoners which have
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come in our way, that we have begun to feel as if others would fear
infection, and therefore seek to avoid our society, rather than court it.
Such, we. repeat, has been more or less our state of mind of late.
What may be the Lord's own divine purposes and intentions with
respect to this line of things, He will, we trust, in due time explain.
Meanwhile such has been, and still is, our position; waiting for a fresh
ray of light--another whisper of love-the renewed assurance, "It is
well."
In a word, at present we are among those who are" walking
in darkness, and have no light," or bright shining; and we are looking
to Him aga:in lovingly and graciously to "make the darkness light,
the crooked things straight, and the rough placfls plain."
THE EDITOR.
THE DECLINE OF ENGLAND'S PROTESTANTISM.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Allow me, although a stranger to you, to express my
gratification at seeing your highly-honoured name appended to a brief
letter in the May number of the British Protestant, just come to' hand,
and which I regularly take. I most earnestly hope that the excellent
service done to the cause of Protestantism by yourself and good Mr.
ORMISTON, through the pulpit and press, may receive a fresh impetus
and extension.
As a clergyman of the Reformed Established Church, I am labouring
here to a congregation of earnest-minded Protestant Church people,
alienated from parish churches by what may be termed Romanizing
Nonconformity, I have been perusing with deep interest this morning a
copy of your very valuable communication to the Bristol Times and Mil'/'Q1'
of May 6th, 1886, which I was delighted to find had been enclosed
along with this May number of the British Protestant. Alas! what
progress has been made by sham and real Romanism since you penned
those words! As a thorough Protestant Churchman, and deeply attached
to the principles of the Church of England in their Protestant integrity,
I heartily rpjoice in the exposure you make of Romish intrigue, and
only hope England's eyes will be opened in time. It seems as if very
soon there will be scarcely a town (unless some counter movement be
inaugurated in all such 'places) where sound Church people can worship
according to the faith and forms of their forefathers.
I was in company with a very dear and intimate friend of mine only
yesterday, who has recent.ly resigned his living, owing to ill health, and
has gone to reside in a neighbouring town. He has repeatedly deplored
to me the state of things, not knowin~ what to do with his household
on the Sunday. If they want the privileges they have been accustomed
to, they must take a country walk in one direction of some considerable
distance, or in another of a still greater.
This is just one instance, amongst probably a host of others, in
proof of the disadvantages under which Protestant Church people suffer.
May you long be spared to carry on your useful and much needed
work, in defence of those principles we hold so dear,
I am, dear sir, yours most truly,

Barnstaple, April 30th, 1890.

CECIL JOHNSON.
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AN OLD PILGRIM'S LAMENT.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-1 enclose two papers, if you think them
suitable for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The one, by the late Mr. BROWN,
preal:hed at Providence Chapel, Chichester, taken in shorthand by my
wife; the other is some of my own scribbling. I lent them to a
friend, who said she thought them suitable for your use; but this I
leave to your judgment. I hope you are keeping in health and soulprosperity. I am wanting life, feeling, tenderness. I used to think, when
I ,saw old Christians and heard them bemoan their deadness, I should,
if spared to old age, be looking with the bright eye of faith toward
the future inheritance, and, like the swallow at the end of summer,
with uplifted, fluttering wings, ready to depart. Instead of this, I am
too earth-bound, and cry, "My leanness! My leanness!" But I am
looking forward with hopeful expectation that" I shall yet praise Him,
who is the healLh of my countenance, and my God."
"OLher refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee."
I hang upon His salvation; I hang upon His promise; I hang upon
His work of grace on my poor sin-bitten soul.
"Such is Jesus and such His grace,
Oh, may He shine on you!
And tell Him, when you see His face,
I long to see Him too."
Yours in best bonds,
April 30th, 1890.
T. G.
REPLY.
Brother, you have touched a chord in our heart, for you have precisely
described our present state. 'Ve have heard the old threadbare argument about being actuated by frames and feelings till we ,are weary of
it. But we contend that where there has been the enjoyment 'of His
own divine presence, and the sweetness and preciousness of His smiles,
His absence is the more deeply realized, and the want of renewed communion the more keenly felt. Familiar as we have been with Dr. WATTS'
testimony, for the last sixty-four years, it is as real and as vivid as
ever"My God, my life, my love!
To Thee, to Thee I call;
I cannot live if Thou remove,
For Thou art All in all.
"Thy shining grace can cheer
This dungeon where I dwell;
'Tis paradise when Thou art here;
If Thou depart, 'tis hell."
Sound doctrine and covenant verities are all well in their place, and
God forbid that we should underrate or fail to value them! What,
indeed, we should do without them, He only knows. But we want
nn~n.h:n~ ~n..."
Wh~t.? 'l'h" nl'''''''np." flf .T""",, , the renewed tokens of
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His love; fresh pledges of His mercy; assurance upon assurance that
He will guard and guide, keep and preserve, on, and on, and on, to
the utmost limit of the time-state, and amid all the frailty and feebleness,
failure and folly of the flesh, and the combined artifices and assaults
of Satan and the world. For be it remembered, that, if there be not
a renewed insight and an enlarged acquaintance with the wisdom, the
)ove, the mercy, the power of J ehovah·Jesus, to meet the every fresh
emergency, and the every new discovery of personal impotency, creature
vileness, sin, and deformity, there is a growing sense of utter helplessness, and a -deeper feeling of the indispensable need of Divine guidance,
care, and keeping. Hence the daily realization of the want of the
revelation of the one in order to cope with the other. In a word, as
sin and defilement are felt, and the failure of heart and flesh, so,
correspondingly, the antidote, in the Person and work, blood and
righteousness of the great and glorious Mediator, is in like manner
additionally realized. Hence the old heart-cry is ever welling up"Though words can never tell my case,
Nor all my sorrows paint,
This I can say, before Thy face,
That Christ is all I want."
St. Luke's Vicarage, S.unday, May 4th, 1890.
THE EDITOR.
THE LAST DAYS OF THE REV. W. L. ROLLESTON.
[Since the article at pp. 426-8 was in type, we have received the
annexed from our valued correspondent, "MARY," of IJeicester.-ED.]

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEy,-Lest no one else should furnish you with in.
formation about the closing days of that eminent servant of the Lord,
the Rev. W. L. ROLLESTON, I feel constrained to tell you what I have
gleaned. The Lord has been very gently taking down the tabernacle
for the last four or five years; but, since his dear wife's death, last
September, there has been a much more rapid decline-a continual
looking forward, and longing to be gone. Those who saw most of him,
and valued his ministry, perceived the separation fast drawing nigh.
About three months ago, speaking to his people for nearly the last
time from the pulpit, he solemnly and emphatically said, "My dear
people, I wish to tell you that I feel my time here will not be long,
and I should like to be buried as simply and quietly as may be-no
flowers or wreaths. I should like to be brought in at that door, where
I have so constantly entered for the worship and service of God, and
be carried down those steps by my neighbours."
He was laid aside for two or three weeks after this, and on Easter
day only read prayers and administered the Communion, but had to be
led from the desk in extreme weakness. The next week he spoke for
a short time from the reading.desk, on Romans i. 16, "For I am not
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that believeth," fully impressed with the idea
that that would be his last message. But he was once more enabled
2 :r
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to speak a few words from the desk, on the following Lord's day, taking
.for his text, 2 Corinthians v. 8-10, "We are confident, I say, aml
willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the
Lord. Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may
be accepted of Him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ; that everyone may receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done, whether it he good or bad." His few
words fell so solemnly on the ears of the listeners, like a voice from
the borders of the grave; but his own personal interest and sweet
confidence in· the love of God, were comforting even to their saddened
hearts. He quoted, "We know that if our earthly house of this
tabernacle were dissoh'ed, we have a building of God, an house not
made with hands, eternal· in the heavens." "I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded He is able to keep that which I have
committed unto Him against that day." "I know that my Redeemer
livoth. . . . . And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet
in my flesh I shall see God: whom I shall see for myself, and mine
eyes shall behold, and not another" (Job xix. 25-27).
He was led into the church about twice after this, but was unable
to take any part of the service. His constant desire being, to be taken
home. '1'0 his friends, he often repeated the verse" Weary of earth, myself, and sin,
Dear Jesus, set me free,
And to Thy glory take me in,
For there I long to be."
His low views of himself increased to the end-a deep seuse of sinuership; so that he never got beyond the cry, "God, he merciful to me, a
sinner" (which were believed to be his last audible words); yet mingled
with gleams of bright foretastes, lighting up his face as he spoke of the
glory that awaited him, or extolled the goodness and mercy of God,
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
One who saw him on the Saturday before his death, to whom he
spoke of the sufferings of his body, and said, "I am afraid I am impatient, but 'Let patience have her perfect work,'" inwardly responded,
., It is now nearly perfect." On Sunday afternoon, his daughter .and two
of his attached hearers being present, the Rev. SEYMOUR GRIFFITHS,
from Christ Church, .administered the last Communion. On entering the
room, they heard him say, "No condemnation." And, at the close, taking
the hand of one friend, he solemnly pronounced the parting benediction,
"The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of Christ Jesus our
Lord;" then, taking the hand of the other, he concluded, "The blessing
of God Almighty, the I!'ather, Son, and Holy Ghost, rest upon you,
and remain with you always. Amen." They saw him no more, except
to look upon his face, beautiful in death; and when the morning of the
first resurrection dawns, he will awake in his Saviour's likeness, a more
glorious face than we can conceive, who have often seen it shine with
the glorious theme on his lips, filling his heart, as he extolled Him
whom his soul loved.
On Monday morning, his medical. attendants pronounced him slightly
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better; but there was a change on Tuesday midnight, and, about two a.m.
Qn the 4th, he quietly passed away.
There was a large attendance on Friday afternoon, both of his Scraptoft and Great Dalby parishioners, as well as many Leicester friends,
to pay the last tribute to one so much beloved and valued for the truth's
.sake. His wishes concerning his funeral were faithfully carried out;
rthe Rev. A. A. ISAACS reading the opening sentences, and committing
\him to the ground. Two hymns were sung in the Ohurch, "For ever
with the Lord," and" Jesus lives! no longer now
Can thy terror, death, appal UB.
Jesus lives! by this we know
Thou, 0 gi'ave, canst not enthral us."

Alleluia.

The Rev. A. A. ISAACS preached at Scraptoft on Sunday morning,
J" une 8th, and in the evening at Christ Church; when he reminded his
own people of the very close cotmection between them and the departed
honoured servant of the Lord, who had, for the many months during
which the Rev. THOMAS OWENS had been laid aside, supplied the pulpit,
alternately-mornings one week and evenings the next-and thus kept
the congregation together until his appointment; besides being ready,
on all occasions since when appealed to, to give his clear Gospel testimony, and that with power, ability, and savour of no ordinary
-character.
Many of his hearers would recall those days, and feel the blank
-created by his removal, though so earnestly desired by him; for, on his
last visit, his parting words were, "Pray for me, that the Lord would
come and take me home to Himse1f."
This was the one paramount
thought. Even the nurse said, "When she asked in the night if he
wanted anything, he would say, 'Only the Lord Jesus to come and
take me home.' "
He was an Apollos to many of us, who recall the early acquaintance
with him, when he spent a week in the Rev. THOMAS OWENS' house,
with the Rev. J. W. GOWRING, taking alternate services in the church
·every evening; and some of those earliest utterances are graven upon
the memory, never to be erased. We joy to think we were "knit
together" by his ministry, through the Spirit. The golden taches connected us in wilderness-worship; though subject to de-taching, yet, as
<C living stones," brought out of nature's quarry, we have been "builded
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." And, when all
" the building, fitly framed together, has grown to an holy temple in the
Lord," we who are made one in Christ shall "know, even as we are
known," and the close affinity of those thus" builded together" in Him,
be of eternal duration.
Yours in Ohristian fellowship,
Leicester, June 11th, 1890.
MARY.

,VHY are we to preach that sinners should repent ~ For the same
reason that Ezekiel preached to the dry bones, though they were very
dry'. We are equally powerless to raise the spiritua.lly dead, or to corn·
fort apd edify believers in ,Ohrist.
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" WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS," AND THE AGED
PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
I,,-

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR,-You will be pleased to know that we have already
sold several thousands of "Walks and Talks with Jesus," and I have
no doubt but that the entire number will be disposed of. Your
generous gift is thus a great benefit to our society, and, I trust, a
means of blessing to those into whose hands the books go.
We are all anticipating with pleasure your visit to Hornsey Rise, on
July 4th, and pray that you may come up in the strength of the Lord.
I trust, dear sir, you health is improving, and that you will derive
continued benefit from your visit to Southsea.
I am, dear sir, yours faithfully,
JOHN E. HAZELTON, Secretary.
83, Finsbury Pavement, London, E.G., June 5th, 1890.

COMMENTS.
We earnestly crave the prayers of our readers, in prospect of the
aforenamed engagement. Oh, that the Lord may be pleased to smile
upon the same! It serves vividly to call to remembrance the last occasion on which it was our privilege to advocate the claims of the
Society, when we· were accompanied by our dear friend, and now
glorified brother, the Rev. "lNILLIAM SAUNDERS. He then kindly undertook the journey to London on purpose to bear us company. He did
the same when we preached at St. Anne's, Blackfriars-dear ROl\IAINE'S
church. How changed his position since! What a contrast! Then a
"pilgrim and a stranger" here; now at home, and among the eternally
glorified!
THE EDITOR.
A LETTER FROM ONE OF OUR OLDEST CORRESPONDENTS,
THE WRITER OF THE TRACT, "NOTHING TO PAY."
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-In true Gospel union allow me the pleasure
of congratulating you on the Jubilee year of your Editorship of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE. May the Lord graciously bless you in your "work
of faith and labour of love I, on behalf of His precious truth, and
continue to make use of you for the comfort and edification of His
dear people, and supply both writers and readers with spiritual food,
as their needs may require. It is a great favour to be "kept by the
power of God," and to be enabled to say-

"He who hath helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey through,
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."
With true Christian regards, yours in the one faith,
10, Bladud Buildings, Bath, June 16th, 1890.
A. B. H.
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THE TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS OF THE WAY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazin~. t
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-I feel again constrained to thank
you sincerely for acceptable and helpful reply to my last few lines.
. Oh, how my heart has, from the moment of reading, gone out, and
yearned over, those two dear, tried, Satan-possessed ones you refer to !
How much I should like to come in contact with them, I can scarcely
express. I feel so sure-and I trust it is not conceit-that I could
touch a chord or spot in the right direction, and make them feel, as
you remark, that they are not the only sufferers of their kind-i.e., if
they are conscious sufferers. I don't want to be egotistical, but I should
Hke to know if there is any form of soul-conflict or spiritual misery or
sUffering on the part, either of ordinary Christians or those who have
been or are, in the truest sense of the expression, "possessed of a devil,"
or "legion of devils," that the writer is not either intimately acquainted
with, or could readily understand and enter into. Such cases are indeed
1Jery difficult to deal with j indeed, as far as I have ever seen, cannot
be met or dealt with, except by those trained in God's school for the
purpose," i.e., having passed through the same terrible line of things,
ordeals, and processes-very different to ordinary Christian experience.
One of the difficulties encountered in such cases is, their persistence
in the belief and assertion, that no person living can understand them;.
therefore they hug their sorrow to themselves, sometimes declaring there
is nothing at all the matter with them, and anon manifesting the most
.agonising soul-conflict, and admitting their wretched, helpless condition,
The facility with which some of these dear Satan-possessed ones keep
·the knowledge of their state exclusively to themselves, even from the
nearest and dearest, is very remarkable. A wife may be passing
through the torments of hell itself almost, and the kindest, best of
husbands be totally ignorant of it. As a rule, where the condition
is made manifest, such are considered and said to be "out of their
minds "_cc slightly deranged," or "very strange "-where it i~ not a
clear case of religious mania-and in numberless instances are whipped
{)ff to asylums. What I have witnessed and heard of-personal testimony
-in that respect, makes my heart ache to think of.
While it is true there are many "religious maniacs" whose proper
place is the asylum, it is equally true that there are hundreds of the
above class sent there, to whom such a position no more pertains than
to you or me at this moment. There keeps recurring to my mind, as I
write, one such-a dear young girl of nineteen, who was sent from this
place some time ago to an asylum, but in less than a week died, it was
fully believed, of a bl'Oken he:trt j but doubtless she went to ba "with
the Lord." The reason, in such cases, is perfectly intact. I know that.
under certain circumstances, if the condition was known, several of
such with whom I hwe been in close contact for the past five years,
would have been confined in some way; the most stringent and almost
€ffectual efforts having been made in one case six years ago, but the
Lord most signally interposed. There is not a more sensible or harmless
.creature living. What such need, is some person who can understand
.and enter into their sufferings or state j not that such an one could
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bring them .deliverance one moment before the " set time," but it would
greatly alleviate, strengthen, and help them. I could tell you of one
case, my dear brother, the details of which would almost make your
heart cease to beat-unprecedented, as far as I can gather from any
source, and I have read very many biographies of some of the most
eminent and tried of God's children and servants for generations past.
Still I should not like to say there are not others suffering similarly,
even in our midst, because such would never reveal their experience under
any ordinary circumstances or to any ordinary person.
You remark, "And yet what are such cases in the hands of that
Almighty One, who could, at a word, bring the devil-possessed one to
sit at His feet, clothed, and in his right mind 'I" You have struck
the keynote there, my brother. It has often tried me that the above
cases are not traced to their true and scriptural source.
It is true Ephesians vi. 12, is recognized and realized; that most of
the dark side of the Ohristian's experience is attributed to Satan, in
God's hands; and that he is used by Him as the unconscious instrument of much good to His people; but "possession" by the devil, or
a "legion" of them, as in the d:tys when our Lord was upon earth,
seems to me to be a truism almost entirely overlooked, whereas it is
as prevalent now as then, manifested in various forms and degrees.%
It is common experience now-a-day on the part of those whom God
intends to call, or has called by His grace-His own, in other words.
Sometimes "conviction" and the "seeking" time is accompanied by
special or particular "possession"; and liberation of soul involves
exemption from Satan's almost absolute control, as regards all the
powers and faculties of one's being. Life, or life and nason, alone being
reserved, as in Job's case. It is more than likely such is the case with
the two dear ones of whom you write.
It is frequently the case, that after divine life has been imparted, and
a measure of liberty and joy in the Lord experienced, a child of God is
"delivered over to Satan for the destruction" of various indwelling
evils. Another most important ordinance of New Testament timesas far as I can gather-entirely overlooked, producing like sad results.
For though that line of truth is so perfectly ignored, such a position
and condition is commonly experienced among God's people; and,
for want of recognizing and realizing it in its true scriptural light,
much that is erroneous and perplexing prevails.
In 1 Corinthians v. 5, a brother is handed over to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh in a general sense. Most terrible experience
-a literal hell-because, for the time being, the enemy of souls
has perfect and absolute control over the person, from every single
point, with the reservation (in the case of God's children), as I said
before, of either life, or life and reason; not always both, as we know.
It would be impossible to conceive of any worse hell than that.
In 1 Timothy i. 20, we have two more brothers delivered over to
Satan" that they may learn not to blaspheme"; which would be quite
another matter, being a single item, or particular besetment, though
• And endlcss confuEion, perplexity, miEchief, and suffering is gendered in
consequence.
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in such a case the suffering involved is exceeding great. I daily
come in contact with children of God under the special and absolute
power of Satan, for some besetment or other-violent, passionate
tempers; a proud, haughty spirit; a long tongue; an ungovernable
will and spirit, perhaps, for the crucifixion of a naturally fine,
superior intellect, so that the Lord may afterwards be able to use
it for His own work and purpos':ls.
An instance of the latter-the terrible case hinted at aboveoccurs to my mind at this moment. This dear friend, a highly
spiritual and highly intellectual person, and who at one time almost
worshipped intellect in others-is often in her own experience reduced
to a state of perfect idiocy for weeks or months together; consequently shuts herself up from every living creature-but the writer
-fearful of disclosing her state, albeit nothing of the kind is visible
to an outsider, any more than may be seen in myself at this
moment. The sUffering in such a case is excruciating; for, as I
remarked before, the reason is intact.
Ah! my brother, I know something of that soul-conflict and travail
for souls that you speak of. Is it not terrible-naturally speakingthough most blessed business 7
I quite agree with you as to the appropriateness of 1 Peter iv. 12,
as regards the trials many of God's children are called to pass through
in the present day.
I read your opening address with deepest interest. Ah! my dear
friend, it was not you who chose the "Editorship," it was chosen
for you, by "Him who ordereth all things after the counsel of His
own will"; and He knew whom He had chosen.
As regards your birthday, dear brother, I may say, for want of
anytAing better, that from my soul I endorse the opening remarks of
a letter addressed to you by Mr. W. LUSH, viz., that God would
be pleased to pour out upon you a double portion of His Spirit as
His gift.
But I must have done, for I am afraid I have very much wearied
you. In truest Ohristian love and esteem,
I am, faithfully yours,
PenartA, May 13tA, 1890.
A. ADAMS.
OOMMENTS.
1. As recently intimated, the weight and responsibility of Editorship
-at least as far as ourselves are concerned-has been principally in
connection with the special cases which, from time to time, have been
brought before us. At the moment of writing, a fact recurs to the
mind of nearly sixty years' by-gone date. In the depths of soul-exercise,
we resorted on a week-evening to Gower Street Ohapel. In the course
of his sermon the loved HENRY FOWLER spoke to this effect: "I
sometimes ask the Lord, 'What, Lord, am I not perfect in this lesson
yet 7 Must I encounter all these things afresh 7 Well, if it be for the
sake of one or more of Thy poor tried and tempted children, Thy will
be done!'"
"Ah !" thought we, "here's one that it just suits. If
there is not another whose case is met, mine at least is." At another
time, the same dear servant of God stated, that" the temptations of
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Satan shook the poor child of God's frame, as it were, all to pieces."
We met him, on one occasion, on board a steamer in the Thames, on
his way to Margate or Ramsgate; and he then told us, that his exercises
were such that at times he couldn't speak to the members of his own
family, but was obliged to take these sea-trips to divert his mind, and
the rougher the sea the better it suited him, and the more it braced
his nerves.
2. Now we are persuaded that, in like manner, the Lord has His
servants whom, either editorially or ministerially, He leads in a certain
course, or trai)ls in a special way, in order that they may experimentally
understand, and instrumentally minister to, such as He sees fit to plunge
into depths and to pass through floods and fires, the which for the time
being are not only deemed strange and mysterious, but such as are
supposed no living soul ever encountered, or from which were ever
brought forth into light and liberty, joy and gladness. Moreover,
there is such a sacred sweetness and so supernatural a satisfaction, in
being made, in God's time and way, the happy instrument of ministering
to such, or speaking to them a word in season, that the instrument thus
employed of God is abundantly recompensed thereby for all he had
previously personally encountered.
Well do we remember the first time the Lord opened our mouth
in His blessed and ever-adorable name, in an upper room, where not
more than a dozen were gathered together, that we felt, during that
half-hour's address, abundantly repaid for all the year after year's deep
trials, sore temptations, and agonizing conflicts we had been called to
pass through. Moreover, what, upon that memorable occasion, instrumentally gave us the key-note to the words from: which we then spoke
-" And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good "-was the fact of
a young man, seated directly in front of us, being seized with a fit.
We found, afterwards, that he was a martyr to that terrible ailment,
the St. Vitus' Dance. This continued to the end of his days. He
used to say he had never earned a penny in his life! Happily. he had
means, in a monetary sense, and thus the Lord moderated his affliction,
as (blessed be His name!) He invariably does. He" stays His rough
wind in the day of the east wind." "He doth not affiict willingly"
(or with heartlessness or indifference), but in special wisdom, with
Fatherly kindness and care, at the same time watching over the objeets
of His parental chastisement with a loving solicitude and with the
utmost possible tenderness, bringing them forth, in His own time and
way, from the depths and the darkness, to realize their foothold upon
the Rock of Ages, and with" a new song in their mouths, even praise
to our God."
The longer we live, the more clearly we see the wisdom that appoints,
the love that regulates, the power that sustains, the patience that bears
with, and the faithfulness that is so unvaryingly exercised, in regard
to all the Lord's dealings with His family. Such is His goodness, such
His mercy, such His long-suffering, such His divine unchangeableness,
that He will never put it within the power of man or devil to charge
Him with forgetfulness, forfeiture of His word, or failure in power to
fulfil His promisfls. Assaulted as they may be, driven to their wits' end
as they commonly are, and at a perfect loss to conceive how by any
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possibility they can be released from these dark and dreadful depths;'
in spite of all, in the set time to favour Zion, all such sin-burdened and
Satan-harassed ones shall personally and experimentally know the
preciousness and the power of the fact that" the Lord knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of temptation" ; yea,·they shall set their seal to
the glorious fact that" The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."
THE

EDITOR.

THE PARTING AND THE PROSPEOT.
PARTING with some dear friends, whom I had arranged to meet again
the next day, I said, "Good-bye until the morning!" :K 0 sooner had I
uttered the words than the thought presented itself, "What a saying!
What a truth does it embrace! What a glory, and how unspeakable
the satisfaction that is involved in it!" "Good-bye until the moming I"
"That morning without clouds"! The dawning of that day which shall
have no ending! That day over which shall come
" No cloudy sky, no setting SUll,
But sacred, high, eternal noon;
No groans to mingle with the songs
Which warble from immortal tongues."
Probably the contemplation of that sacred morn was the more real
in consequence of what had just passed in regard to one of the dear
ones with whom I was taking leave. The fear of death had been the
subject, and she attributed her fear of the last conflict to the intense
sUfferings she had so long witnessed in the case of her departed and
now glorified husband. Personally sympathizing with her repugnance
at the thought of the article of death, I reminded her of the remark
of a minister who, in seeking to combat the feelings of one who suffered
in a similar way, asked, "Why she burdened herself with a boat whereever she went 7" Upon asking his meaning, he said, " She would not
require the boat for crossing the Jordan until she reached the shore.
Then, and not until then, would she need it, and there she would
most assuredly find it." I had remarked to my dear friend, that we had
in thousands of instances realized the daily strength for daily needs; that
however we might have recoiled from trouble even the day before, when
the crisis-the actual day-had arrived, there was the strength to meet
it; and most certainly we should find it so at the last. Hence I expressed the wish that we might seek not to encumber ourselves with
the boat, in addition to our other daily burdens, but leave it by the
side of the river until we reached it, and there and then we should
unquestionably find it in waiting. It was immediately after this little
talk spontaneously came the words aforenamed, "Good-bye until the
morning!" The i114stration of the future" good-bye" was the more
marked, because I was upon the point of crossing the sea, and was in
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the act of passing over the gangway to take the steamer. Nor did I
recoil, as I frequently had done upon other occasions, and why 1 Because the sea was so smooth, and the crossing so short. And, reader, is
not this a striking reminder of how the passage of the Jordan will
assuredly at last prove 1 Have not thousands upon thousands of the
once fearing and recoiling ones found it to be, not only short and
smooth, but even sweet also 1 So blessed has been the c<o>mpanionshipso privileged the society-so soothing the "fear nots" and the "I am
with thee," as spoken by the Heavenly Husband, the tender Father,
the" Brother-born for adversity," the" Friend that sticketh closer than
a brother," that, not only has the mind been diverted from the otherwise
chilly waters, but the season has been so sacred, and the companionship
so supernatural and divine, that the passage of the Jordan has indeed
proved to be short and smooth, sacred and sweet. And then, moreover,
the contemplation! the other side! the "morning without clouds,"
after all the night-watches, the turmoil and the travail of the wilderness!
Oh, how blessed the realization-" The sun shall be no more thy light
by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but
the Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy
glory. Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and the days
of thy mourning shall be ended" (Isa. Ix. 19, 20).
THE EDITOR.

LITTLE MILLIE.
LITTLE l\[ILLlE was a wee dot four years old. She often went to see
an aged woman who lived in an almshouse, and folding her little hands
behind her, would sing so sweetly, "Jesus loves me, this I know."
Her fresh childish voice and clear intonation, followed by warm kisse~,
cheered the heart of the dear old saint, who was too infirm to go out
at all. No doubt she, along with the tender father and mother, anticipated a long life for little Millie, and talked of the time when she
should be grown up. I daresay the disciple, eighty-two years of age,
often gazed upon the four-years-old darling, and thought, "My life is
nearly all behind me, and hers is just beginning." How little we can
foresee!
About three months ago the little girl was playing in her home as
merrily as any little cricket; she was so well and lively that Friday
morning, and the following Sunday, only two days afterwards, she died,
taken by that foe to child life, croup. Just before she died, her dear
mother was weeping, and the little sister, about seven years of age, was
standing by, her young heart full, but with a courage and faith which
only the Comforter Himself could inspire, said to her mother, "Ob,
mother, don't cry. Jesus said, 'Suffer the little children to come unto
Me, and forbid them not.' He is calling her; don't forbid her." Truly
He was calling little Millie to Himself, and she is with Him now,
realizing all the bliss embodied in that line of the beautiful hymn
which young voices so often join in singing, "Oh, how He loves!"
NETTlE.
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The Old~Fashioned Book on the Old-Fashioned Religion >' with the Devil's
Prayer and Confession of Faith. By an Old-Fashioned Man. Second
Edition. London: Passmore and Alabaster.
IN 1883 we reviewed this work, and, if we spoke favourably of it
then, the second perusal, which we have just given it, prompts us to
testify of it in the very highest terms of commendation. In fact, the
clear, scriptural, and masterly way in which the venerable author has
treated the subject, and proved upon a Bible-basis the fallacy of the
carnal reasoning and fleshly policy of modern thinkers, has been·
attended to our mind with a most grateful and cheering heart-uplifting.
Such power has accompanied the various Scriptures quoted in advocacy
of the essential Deity of Jesus, in opposition to the Socinian theory~
that our very soul has glowed with a holy delight and a reverential
awe. In pleasing contrast to previous depression, we have rejoiced in
the heartfelt appeal, whilst addressing the adorable God-Man, the
glorious Mediator-the gracious Daysman, Advocate, and Deliverer. ~n
the sacred language of the sweet singer of Israel, "Whom have I 10
heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire beside
Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength
of my heart, and my portion for ever." Again, we have felt whilst
perusing this precious book, at least a measure of that blessed energy
and sacred exultation, with which Peter answered the dear Saviour's
inquiry, "But whom say ye that I am?" "Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God." Into what a thorough contemptibility do all
human arguments and creature hostility dwindle, before the precious
recognition of the beloved Master, when in acknowledgment of the
apostle's so prompt and outspoken testimony, He said, "Blessed art
thou, Simon Bar-jonah : for flesh and blood hath not revealed this
unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven." And what real
ground for both gratitude and consolation it is, that any poor sinner,
however obscure, ignorant, illiterate, or despised in the estimate of his
fellow-men, should be taught in the same school as Peter the poor
fisherman, .and by the same Divino Teacher and Enlightener, God the
Holy Ghost. What a mercy for such to be among the thrice-privileged
number of whom the Lord of life and glory spoke, when He said, "I
thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent [the self-satisfied, clever, and
talented of this world], and revealed them unto babes [simple ones] ;
even so, Father, for so it seemeth good in Thy sight."
Ah! reader, depend on it, that, with all the high-sounding words,
boasted attainments, fresh discoveries, and new light in which men
of the present day exult and solace themselves, it is only in "the
old paths" real scriptural satisfaction is to be found. It is in this
course, and in this course alone, there is real solidity and unshaken
firmness. Such has borne the test of ages, and withstood the deadly
assaults of both men and devils of byegone generations. Fresh assailments and new discoveries are but the revival, under another phase;
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of old and antiquated attacks upon the grand citadel of truth;' and
the same fate awaits them as that which has consigned to destruction
all previous erroneous s~hemes and devices.
In the annexed quotation will be found a little bit of experience,
which, while it "stablishes, strengthens, settles" the privileged subject
of it, throws into the shade and consigns to oblivion the sentimental,
philosophical, or fleshly and carnalizing order of .things, so prevalent
in the present day. The aged author thus writes:M~ny year~ ago my mind was painfully exercised as to the proper Person
in the Trinity to whom I should address myself in pra.yer, through sceptical
and Unitarian principles infused into my mind by the great enemy of souls.
I had, up to that time, addressed myself to the Father, in the name and
through the work of the Lord Jesus, according to John xvi. 23,24: "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Fa.ther in My name, He will give it you." I was
afraid to go to the Lord Jesus d~rect, or to the Father direct; through the
wa·,t of mor" light from the Word.
The agony of soul that I suffered for years for the want of a better understanding of the Scriptures was indescribable. I well remember walking
through Bryanstone Square, in a state bordering on d~spair, and could find
no language adequate to express my feelings, except the language of the
Lord Jesus on the cross: "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me?" but dare not use the words, "my God," fearing He was not mine,
but had cast me away.
While in this state of mind,. I decided on pr<l.yerfully searching myoId.
fashioned Book on the subject, to see if there wa'l any hope for me. The
words of the apostle J ames came very encouragingly to my mind: "If any
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all liberally, and up·
hr.ideth not" (James i. 5).
The last two words were like life from the
dead-" 'Upbraideth not." I set to work, my dear 'old Book in hand, and
soon saw one of the jewels of the Saviour's crown shine forth with refulgent
splendour, when He answered the thief who had just before reviled Him,
"To.day shalt thou be with Me in paradise" (Luke xxiii. 43). What a
display of divine compassion and sovereign grace! I soon discovered this
was nothing peculiar, but that everyone who prayed to Him direct met with
a like gracious answer. For instance, the poor woman who in the agony of
her soul cried, "Lord, help me," and then her daughter was made whole,
." the devil went Old that very hour" (Matt. xv. 25, 28). Again, the blind
man cried, "Jesus, Thou Son of D<l.vld, have mercy on me, and Jesus said,
Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole; and immediately he received
his sight, and followe'd Jesus" (Mark x. 47, 52). In those prayers there is no
stereotyped formality, no roundabout praying. Their disease and misery were
felt, their wants told out in few words, and the answer came direct, as it
came to the mariners who said, "Lord, save us : we perish," and He rebuked
the wind and waves, and said, "Be still." and there was a calm! What an
encouragement this for those who have no words to express themselves, and
often say, "If I could pray, I should have some hope; but I know not what
to say"! Why, say as the poor woman did, "Lord, help me." That prayer
wag sllccessful more than eighteen hundred ye~rs ago, and stands good
now; for thousanls have tried it and received immediate answers; and so
have I.
My mind was also directed to the cases of Stephen and the apostle Paul;
the tirst crying out, " L1rd Jesus, receive my spirit" ; the other supplicating
to have the thorn in the flesh removed; both obtained an answer, although
not in the same way.
In each and all of the case~ of soul trouble referred to, and many others,
the prayer was offered to Jesus only, "Lorl, rememb,r me"; "Lord, help
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me"; "Lord, open Thou 'mine eyes" "Lord, save us, we perish." From
these instances of divine compassion my mind wa9 relieved and comforted,
and more thoroughly confirmed in reading (John v. 33), "The Father hath
committed all judgment unto the Son, that all men should honour the Son,
even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth
not the Father that sent Him." This was followed up by Christ's words =
"Whatsoever ye shall ask ,in My name [or whatsoever you ask Me-Revised
Version], that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If
ye shall ask anything in My name, I will do it" (xiv. 13); which in plain
language is,. Come direct to Me; ask Me, I will do it.
From the time referred to, seeing that it glorifies the Father when we
pray to the Lord Jesus, I have invariably addressed my prayers to the Lord
Jesus, as I do to the Father, knowing that they are One.
In the year 1873 my life was despaired of for many months.
At &
particular crisis, my medical attendant remained with me all night, expecting
to see the last of me. Soon after midnight my agony was so great that
he with my son withdrew to another room to consult as to the advisability
of calling in a physician, my daughter being left to watch me ; if she discovered
any change she was to let them know. As soon as they left the room, being
too weak to speak, I lifted up my heart to God in prayer, nearly in the following words, "0 Lord Jesus, if it be Thy will, remove this agony and give me
time to swallow my spittle. If it be not Thy will to remove it, give strength
and patience to bear it." While saying this, I fell into a comfortable sleep,
without pain or ache. My daughter went to the doctor and told him I was
sleeping, "Ab!" he said, "never to wake again." She told him she did
not believe it; he said, "Don't flatter yourself, my child; if your father is
not dying, I never saw a man dying." In about half-an-hour I awoke much
refreshed. Seeing them standing by me, and believing the doctor was tinged
with Unitarianism, I smilingly said, "Do you believe Jesus is God, Dr.
8--1 If not, do as I have done: go to Him as God, and you will see
that He that can remove pain, give perfect ease, in answer to prayer, as
Jesus has done for me, must be God." He considered my mind was wandering. My daughter said, "Oh no, father is perfectly collected; he understands what he is saying perfectly." I felt anxious to speak up for my
Lord, if it was the last words I had to speak; and r hope it produced
some good effect.
I feel it to be the greatest blessing r can enjoy on earth to have a God
to go to; "One that can be touched with the feeling of our infirmities:
that hath been in all points tempted like as we are"; "One who is able
to save to the uttermost them that draw near unto God through Him"
(Heb. vii. 25). Good tidings this-to have a God in heaven to whom we
can go, who can sympathize, succour, and save us from woe.
r never intended introducing any personal matters when r commenced
this little work, therefore I must beg my reader to pardon this digres!ion.
"What r have written I have written," as said one of old.

We rejoice that our valued and venerable friend did deviate from his
previous intentions, and that he has thus given us a little of his own
It was blessed J ORN
experience in these all~important matters.
NEWTON that said, "Experience helped to unlock much of the mystery
of Scripture," and it is the lack of experience, or the want of this
personal knowledge, that leads 1llen to ponder as they do, and to be
"tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in weight to
deceive."
Here, moreover, is another testimony, and this upon practical and
experimental grounds:-
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I am daily convinced, from personal observation, and also from the dying
testimonies of those who have been ensnared by Unitarian teaching, that
it can bring no comfort or consolation to awakened consciences brought to
see the inflexible nature of God's holy law and their own sinfulness, described
by Solomon as "the plague of their own heart," and by Paul the Apostle,
when he ssy!, "In me dwelleth no good thing." There was proof of this
in the case of my own father, Adam Keys, M.R.C.S., of Rayleigh, who
had imbibed Socinian principles, through the teaching of that clever and
learned minister, Dr. Andrews, of Rochford, to the great grief of my dear
mother. A short time before his decease, she said, "My dear, on which
religion does y:our soul rest now, on the new religion or the old 1" "Oh,
my dear," he replied, "on the ola, the old; for the1'e is nothing for the
sot~l to rest upon in the prospect of death but the blood and 1'ighteousnes8
<If the Lord JesltS."
Here again:
True religion is something more than a clear intellect and an orthodox
(Jreed; it is the heart renewed by the Spirit of God, producing such a sight
and sense of its lost and ruined state and condition that it can find no rest
until the same Almighty agent applies the blood of sprinkling to the con·
science (see Heb. ix. 14). Then, and not till then, will a person go in
earnest to God for pardon and forgiveness, or fly to the Lord Jesus, as the
Father's remedy, to remove sin and save the sinner. This I !Qlow experimentally. Sixty years ago I felt there was something needed by me more
than I had hitherto acquired. I resolved to commence the study of the
Scriptures systematically and regularly, reading two chapters in the Old
Testament and one in the New each day, with a form of prayer that I might
be put right. I had only proceeded as far. as the twelfth chapter of the
Book of Exodus, and the twenty-third verse, when the Spirit of God shone
upon that verse and into my heart as with a lightning flash, revealing to me
that unless my soul was sprinkled with the precious blood of Christ, as the
blood of the lamb was sprinkled on the door.posts lI.nd lintels of the houses
-of the IsraE;llites, when God's angel or messenger, death, should come, my
portion would be with the enemies of God. This conviction brought me to
my knees in real earnestness, crying for mercy; nor did the Holy Spirit
leave me till He had brought me, by faith, to lay hold on the Lord Jesus,
as God the Father's only remedy to heal a broken heart, and fit it for the
fociety of heaven.
Dear reader, on what are you resting for salvation 1 There is no other
foundation for the sinner than Jesus, Jesus only; all other foundations are
rotten. It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the fl"sh and all fleshly per·
f-ormances will profit you nothing (John vi. 63). If you are resting on
anything short of Christ, may the Divine Spirit now open your eyes, and
<l.pply the sin-cleansing blood. Then will you exclaim with joy and rapture,
"My Jesus! my Lord and my God!"
We trust this work will have the widespread demand which it
deserves. It is an invaluable book.

Gleanings from the Teachings of G. V. W. London: Morrish.
WE have dipped into this book, and here and there feel a heartresponse to some of its statements; but, as a whole, there is a mistiness
and an obscurity which entirely lack that response. To us it seems that
the. author regards, and contends for, faith as an act of the creature,
and so recognizes or rejects him upon the ground o~ his faith. He
would, we presume, base his opinion upon the Scriptural statement that
"without faith it is impossible to please God." "Thy faith hath
saved thee; go ill peace." "According to thy faith be it done unto
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thee." "Ye will not coine unto Me that ye might have life." We
hold these Scriptures as tenaciously as ever the author of the work
before us does. At the same time, we presume we materially differ in
Qur view of them. That any will or power attaches to the creature in
regard to. the inculcating or exercise of faith, we utterly deny. It is
wholly and solely the gift of God, as the Apostle so distinctly asserts
in his Epistle to the Ephesians, where, speaking of faith, he so emphatically says, "By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should
boast." To concede one iota of power to create or to exercise faith
upon the part of the creature, is to deteriorate from the province and
authority of Jehovah. We repeat, it is purely His gift; and this great
and all-important lesson is taught throughout the sacred Word, in connection with some of the liveliest and most powerful operations of
faith; for over against. such operations (as in Elijah's case, for
example), there is the completest failure of faith and the remotest
absence of power upon the part of the creature. And why ~ That
both the gift and the operation of faith should be traced to their true
sourcE', God Himself, and that the possessors of such faith should the
more unhesitatingly and emphatically testify, "I am crucified with
Christ, nevertheless I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the
life I now live in the flesh [not by it] I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." 'vVe never can be too
particular in distingqishing botween the Authorship and the instrumentality of faith. It behoves us ever to beware of substituting faith (which
is easily done) for works. Moreover, in order that faith may be kept in
itfl proper and subordinate place (namely, simply as a God-bestowed
instrument), how often do we see some of the most advanced and
established believers the subjects of the want of faith in this or that
particular ~ Then with respect to the saying of Jesus, "Ye will not
come unto Me that ye might have life," it is commonly misquoted, it
being represented as an exhortation or invitation, whereas, as the context clearly shows, it is -nothing more than a declaration.
The Open-Air Preacher's Handbook. By SAMUEL KIRKHAM, Secretary
of the Open-Air Mission. London; Morgan and Scott.
THIS is a deeply-interesting book, and full of suggestive matter for
those who attempt the very difficult task of out-door preaching. Perhaps in few, if any positions, is there needed more of "the wisdom of
The author of this
the serpent, with the harmlessness of the dove."
so useful a work for the object for which it was written states the
following interesting fact, under date, Cairo, Egypt, February 7, 1890 ;"NOTK7""1 am finishing the correction of the proof-sheets of this
book in Egypt, at the commencement of an Easter tour. A portion
was actually corrected this day on the summit of the Great Pyramid
at Gizeh, where I also preached an open-air 'sermonette' to a little
group of Arabs. ,I have, already, after only two days amid these
Oriental scenes, gat~ered. numerous Bible illustrations, which, if my life
is prolonged, will be invaluable to me in future labour for the- Lord."
Oh, how we envied the author this so great a privilege-a life-long
wish with us !
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My Savimtr, and Sixteen other Add1·esses.

By Rev. HENRY DENING,
Rector of St. Werburgh's, Bristol. London: J. Kensit.
THESE Addresses are prepared with considerable care. They embody
a vast amount of thought, embracing much personal. observation, which
renders the work the more practical, and calculated to the promotion
of a greater amount of usefulness. Earnestness is a marked feature in
the book throughout. Whilst reluctant in any way to qualify our
most favourable opinions of the work, we venture nevertheless to
suggest to the author (whose labours bear the unmistakable mark of
usefulness and ability) that the adoption of the terms of" wishing" and
"waiting" upon the part of the Almighty is derogatory to His charactel'.
We cannot be too jealous of His great name and fame. What He
willeth that He doeth. "His purpose shall stand, and He will do all
His pleasure." "He ruleth in the heavens, and among the inhabitants
of the earth; none can stay His hand, nor say, What doest Thou 7"
To such an extent in our day is the omnipotent Jehovah represented
as a defeated and a disappointed Being, that we cannot be too tenacious
in avoiding language that bears any such construction.

Hard Battles for Life and Usefulness. By Rev. JAMES INCHES HILLOCKS,
Author of "Mission Life in London," "The Gentle Prince," &c.
Third Edition. London: Houlston and Sons.
"HARD BATTLES" indeed, but recorded with a peculiar simplicity,
intense interest, and the most transparent honesty. Few authors come
up to the standard of manliness that characterizes this volume. The
author, in recognizing the guiding and guarding hand of the Most
High, plainly testifies of "the rock whence he was hewn, and the hole
of the pit whence he was digged." We trust this work will have the
support it deserves.
Returning. By THOMAS BRADBURY, Minister of Grove Chapel, Camberwell. Brighton: A. M. Robinson and Son.
A PRECIOUS testimony, based upon Isaiah H. 11. To the mere formalist,
or the followers of the so-called religion of the day, the language of the
Prophet will prove strange, and quite at issue with both his principles
and practices; but, tu those who know somewhat of the plague of their
own hearts, the statements herein contained will be God-glorifying,
Christ-exalting, and soul-melting and mellowing. "All of grace!" will
be the heart-echo.
Scripture Subjects and Christian Subjects in Verse. By GEORGE A. LEOVICK.
Bristol: W. F. Mack.
HAD they been in prose, doubtless they would have been far more
acceptable to. the majority of readers. Nevertheless, there is the true
Scriptural ring about them, and plain and simple as is their style, the
pages are filled with true "Christian aspiration."
"Preach the Word.'" By the Editor. London: W. H. and L. Collingridge,
148 and 149, Aldersgate Street, E.C.; W. Wileman.
THIS is a reprint, in booklet form, of the Letter to the Young
Minister which recently appeared in these pages. It will be found
convenient for enclosing in letters.

