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CO~IFORT•

•• Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

THE PERSON A.ND THE PRECIOUSNESS OF OHRIST.
"Saw ye Him tchom my soul loveth,2 "-SOLOMON'S SONG iii. 3.
"Ent tee preach Ohrist cl'ucijied, unto the Jew,s a stumblingblock,
and unto the Greeks joohshness,o but unto them which al'e called, both
Jelcs and Greek~, Ohrist the pOU'P.l' oj God, and the wisdom oj God."-

1 OORINTHlANS i. 23, 24.
ONE of the first passages which fell upon the eye, and that in
the regular course of the portions for the morning, was the
above. When we place before the reader a few simple facts
(which we hope to be enabled to do) they will, we presume, think
with us, that the word as above spoken was most timely and
precious. It was the more so, because the facts to which we
allude had been attended with much after-thought. Meditations upon the Person of Jesus, His condescension, His great and
glorious work, as well as the most earnest and ardent appeals to
His ever-blessed Majesty, had engrossed the thoughts and drawn
forth the sympathies, during the wakefulness of the night-season.
Moreover, in our midnight meditations, we thought BO much of
the marvellous mercy and the wondrous goodness vouchsafed, upon
the part of the Lord, to those whose eyes and hearts were fixed
upon J ESDS! Let their lamentations over self, sin, and the numberless shortcomings which mark the progress of each day and every
hour be what they may, yet how great the mercy, notwithstanding, to be able to appeal to a heart-searching, rein-trying God,
" 'Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth
that I desire in comparison of Thee. My flesh and my heart
faileth, but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for
€ver."
Oh, how great the mercy this; at the same time how sadly
overlooked, and how falling short in the appreciation, is the gracious
work of God the Holy Ghost, as the Oonvincer of sin and the
Leader of the poor sin-convinced and conscience-smitten one to
2
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be looking alone to Jesus, as the hope-the only hope-set before
us in the Gospel.
As an additional proof of this so rich and distinguishing mercy,
in the regular course of readings for the morning, the annexed
Scripture was presented, "For the grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching- us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works" (Titus ii. 11-14). The reader will, WEt
trust, see the so marked and merciful bearing upon the facts we
hope presently to give, if the Lord the Spirit is graciously pleased
to act as the Remembrancer.
CHEERING WORDS FOR DOl:BTIXG OXES.

Meanwhile, we feel it so laid upon the heart to seek to cheer
and encourage those who are writing bitter things against themselves, and who entertain the fear that the Lord has done nothing
sli.vingly for them, because they cannot reach certain standards,
and exclaim, as many are privileged to do, "I know whom I hav..
believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which
I have committed unto Him against that day"; or as J oh
exclaimed, even in the depths of his adversity, "I knolV that my
Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day ilpon
the earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body,
yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see for myself,
and mine eyes shall behold, and not another; though my reins
be consumed within me" (Job xix. 25-27).
There are those with whom we from time to time are in communication, who, although unable or who fear thus to express
themselves, are most thoroughly at a point as to the great and
glorious fact that "neither is there salvation in any other.: for
there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved" (Acts iv.12). Aye, and with it there is the
selfsame resolve as prompted Esther of old to exclaim, "I will
go in before the king, which is not according to the law; and, if
I perish, I perish." Yes, blessed be God, there are thousands of
His dear children who are brought by grace and power divine to
this holy, supernatural, and blessed decision, that, if perish they
must, perish they will, but at the feet of Jesus! But did any
ever perish there? What! a poor soul brought to see and feel
himself a sinner !-prepared to testify that in him, that is, in
his flesh, there dwelleth no good thing I-acquitting God 01
injustice if He, see fit to condemn him to eternal wrath, on account
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of both original and actual transgression !-sincerely and unfeignedly
adopting the fifty-first Psalm, as the honest expression of his own
heartfelt convictions I-at the same time, cherishing the thought"I can but perish if I go,

I am resolved to try;
For if I stay away, I know
I must for ever die."
What! we repeat, brought to see, feel, and acknowledge sinadmit (as the Psalmist did), "Against Thee, Thee only, have I
sinned, and done this evil in Thy sight: that Thou mightest be
justified when Thou speakest, and be clear when Thou judgest"
(ha. li. 4); "I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and
that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me" (Psa. cxix. 75)-the
enmity against the "despised and rejected" Jesus slain, and He
"all their salvation and all their desire"-such an one perish?
Impossible! Oh, no! a thousand times no ! Well may such It
poor sin-convinced, law-condemned, conscience-accusing, Satanharassed one adopt the lines in connoction with the previous
quotation"But can I die, with mercy sought,
When I the King have tried?
This were to die (delightful thought!)
As sinner never died."

No; blessed be God for the truth couched in the following
words :"O'er heaven's high arch a motto stands engraved,
, None were excluded here who eought the Saviour's aid';
And o'er the mouth of hell's dark, dismal cave,
, Jesus the purchase of His blood will have.'''

A SIMPLE RECORD OF FACTS.
But we must come to the facts to which we have referred. The
Lord the Spirit graciously be our Helper in the attempt so to do.
Deeply do we feel our need of this; and here we must take up
what we commenced noting down yesterday. Whilst seated in
the waiting-room of which we shall presently speak, we had just
jotted down these few words in our note-book, Dot for a moment
imagining who the personage was seated at the table before us:"Without disappointment, in regard to professed friendships, how
could we have personal fellowship with the utterances of a precious
Christ, as to the treatment He met with? and who of us dare
venture to adopt His language, 'Reproach !lath broken My
heart'? Moreover, have not our own base thanklessness and
ingratitude, and ten thousand sins and shortcomings, merited an
infinitely greater degree of indifference and forgetfulness than we
have ever met at the hands of professedly-attached friends?"
2 C 2

388

TlteGospel Magazine.

Now we will pass on to what we commenced III the cabin of
the steamer:I greatly wish I could accurately describe a scene I have just
witnessed, and in which I was called so unexpectedly to take a part.
The attempt, however, to do justice to it, will, I am sure, be a
failure, for only an eye-witness could give the whole proceedings
their due.
I had sat for an hour in the waiting-room at the - - pier,
waiting for the 0.15 return steamer from - - . A gentlemanly
person, attired in black, with a white tie, whom I had supposed to
be a clergyman, had occupied a seat, and was intently reading
during the time I was there. Not in the least suspecting who he
was, upon rising to leave, I asked his acceptance of a copy of
" Walks and Talks with Jesus." He simply glanced at it, without
(if I remember rightly) even taking it in hand, and most indignantly
declined accepting it. Moreover, in a moment he fired up, and, in
the most excitable way, said, " he did not believe in Jesus!" He then
declared himself a Jew! For this avowal I was altogether unprepared; and, when he stated he did not want a man to stand before
him and God, I could not help saying, "Then I would not stand
in your shoes for a thousand worlds." The degrading terms in
which he spoke of "the carpenter's Son" went to my heart, and
harrowed up my feelings to such a degree, as to render me utterly
indifferent to whatever men might say or do. The loud terms in
which the stranger spoke attracted the by-standers, and from twenty
to thirty, young and old, immediately collected around, and listened
with intense interest to all that passed. Jesus was held up to the
greatest scorn. In vain did I plead as to what we should do "ithout
Him in a dying hour. His answer to my remark as to "hat I,
as an old man, had often witnessed, by the sick and dying bed, I
could not understand. This, however, was afterwards explained, as
the sequel will show. His reply was, "Perhaps I have been at more
death-beds than you." I then, in the face of the many listeners,
as an example of the peace Jesus could give in a dying" hour,
quoted the case of "Happy John, the Dying Policeman." "With the
death-rattles in his throat, I asked him, ' Are YOlt happy?' , Never
so l1appy bej01°e,' was his reply. Presently he said, 'Finished.'
Shortly after, he laid his hand across his breast.
complete! blood!
and said, 'All well!' and instantly breathed his last, so gently
that I placed my watch against his mouth, to see if he were really
gone." I regretted that I had but two copies of " Walks and Talks
with Jesus" with me. 'l.'hese I gave to two of the many earnest,
listeners, and I pray God that the perusal may be specially attended
with His blessing, as the circumstances under which they were given
had naturally awakened additional interest. That attentive, listening
group I shall not easily forget. They, at any rate, for once heard
what Jesus could do in a dying hour for poor sinners.
I
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The stranger went on to speak, and that in very emphatic terms,
of the state of England-the discordance of classes, the way in which
the Sabbath was passed, and such like matters, with regard to which
there could not be a second opinion in any truly considerate mind.
I spoke of the sympathy felt on behalf of the Jews, especially in
the way in which Russia was treating them at the present time, and
that there was a reverential respect for them in the minds of every
true Christian, and how they longed to see them have the same
regard for the New Testament as for the Old!
Any reference to this, however, only tended to excite the greater
opposition. He expressed himself as prepared to meet the great
Father, without the interference of man. "Wherefore was man
needed?" "Because," I asserted, "the penalty must be paid in the
same nature in which it was incurred." The marked spleen and
indignation, however, was against the lowly origin and obscure
character of the professed Messiah. In vain did I urge him to turn
to his own Scriptures, and see what the Prophet Isaiah had stated
in the 53rd chapter of his prophecy, as being" despised and rejected
of men." I insisted upon the fact, that the New Testament was
a plain and direct confirmation of the Old.
FURTHER CONTACT A)jD CONVERSA.TlON.

Looking up from the cabin of the steamer, where I had commenced to make this record, I was surprised to see the same
gentleman seated hard by the saloon. I felt, therefore, I could
not leave matters as they were, but must see him again and
resume the talk.
Hence, taking my seat by his side, I commenced by speaking
of not simply nominal Christians-those who were merely Christians
by name and profession-but such as had been qui.ckened by the
Holy Ghost, and made to see and feel their sinnership, both by
original alid actual sin and transgression. These, I contended,
felt a far higher regard and deeper sympathy for the Jews than
they were aware of. They knew how much they were indebted
to them, and they held them in reverence for the habitual sacrifices they made for their religion. It had been stated that a
Jew would give one-third of his means in support of hi.s creed,
and that such was his jealousy for the Old Testament, that he
would rather forfeit his arm than tamper with or alter a word of
it. I laid great stress upon the fact that this was the spirit in
which the real Christian regarded the Jew, and that he longed
to see him brought to recognize Christ as the Messiah.
This again stirred him up to deny the need of any creature or
man to come before God and him; that he personally was
prepared to stand before God as he was. He used the homely
figure, "Every tub must stand upon its own bottom." He said
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that God had given a law, and that he was ready to' stand by
that law, or the Ten Oommandments which Moses had published.
I protested that no man could keep the law; for that" if there
had been a law which could have given life, verily righteousness
would have been by the law." He said in plain words that, when
he came to stand before God, the first question that would be
asked was how he had acted in regard to men? I contended
that, so far from man being in a state to appear before God, He
was so great .and holy a Being, that" even the. heavens were not
pure in His sight, and He charges His angels with folly." I
again referred him to his own Scriptures: "'1'he ox knoweth his
owner," said the Prophet Isaiah, "and the ass his master's crib:
but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider
.
The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the
sole of the foot even unto the head, there is no soundness
in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores" (Isa. i. 3, 6).
I contended that man by nature did not know what sin is. He
can only know it as God shows it him.
I regretted that I did not think of the passage at the time
of speaking, "Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow
myself before the high God? shall I come before Him with
burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? will the Lord be
pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of ri,ers
of oil P shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?" (Micah vi. 6,7.) Touching upon the real nature of sin, I said, "I do not speak boastingly
of it [God forbid!J but, as an old man over eighty years of age,
as far as memory serves, I never told a wilful lie in my life,
nor did I ever utter an oath; but notwithstanding, I am compelled to say with Bishop BEVERlDGE, 'I cannot but look back
upon my whole life but a8 one continued act oj 8in ! ' "

"You speak of no need of anyone coming between you and God,
what, then, was the meaning of all the types and sacrifices under
the law or Levitical dispensation P What were they but the types
and representations of the great Antitype that was to be offered
in the fulness of time? and, when that sacrifice was offered, why
was 'the veil of the temple rent in twain from the top to the
bottom' P"
My strange fellow-passenger spoke of Abraham, and he needed
no one between him and God. On the contrary, I contended that
by faith he looked forward to Ohrist's coming. Ohrist Jesus said,
"Abraham saw My day: and he saw it, and was glad."
I might have added, what was the offering up of Isaac but a
clear foreshowing of the great sacrifice that was thereafter to be
offered P With all their reverence and regard for Old Testament
Scriptures, what can more clearly bespeak the judicial blindness
under which the Jewish people are, than their failing to see the

Tile Gospel

jJ![agazi1ze.

391

grace and fulness of that marvellous scene in connection with the
virtual offering up of Christ: "My father . . . . behold the fire
and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?
And Abraham said, My son, God will provide Himself a lamb
for the burnt offering" (Gen. xxii. 7, 8). And then how marked
and how conclusive the discovery of the ram caught in the
thicket at the last moment, and its being offered up as a substitute instead of Isaac. We say again, how fatally blind must
be the mind, and how seared the conscience, that fails to see the
substitutioriary work and perfeot sacrifice of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world, that was here so clearly and blessedly
foreshown. How, under such blindness, can a Jew rightly recognize and becomingly appreciate, in the Divine Persons of the
adorable Trinity, J ehovah-Jireh (the Lord will provide) ?
Upon the part of my fellow-passenger there was such a repeated
reasoning as to why anyone (especially a man) should come
between him and his God r Ah! in speaking in such contemptuous
terms as he did of human interference, how blinded was he to that
glorious truth, " A man shall be as a hiding place from the wind,
and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place,
as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land" (Isa. xxxii. 2).
Here lay the difficulty, and here the so marked enmity against
the provision which had been made in the Person and work of
Christ. " Why," he asked, "was a goat chosen for the sins to be
confessed over?" "I cannot say," was my reply; "it is not
for me to dictatet0 God; but remember that the one goat was
to be killed, in order to set forth the death of the Victim, and the
other to flee to a place where it 00uld never be found, in order
to show the removal of sin."
THE LITTLE Boy AND HIS HEBREW BIEr,E.

Speaking of the Scriptures, he lay great stress upon their being
written in the original language, and said a boy of his, of only nine
years of age, had either lead, or learnt (I forget whioh) the whole
of the Book of Genesis in Hebrew, and was now commencing with
Exodus. I at once urged that he should consider what was
intended by the blood that was to be sprinkled upon the lintel
and the side posts of the doors of the Israelites' houses. " That,"
said he, "was intended as a test of their obedienoe." "It was to
be a pattel'n as well as a test," was the reply; "a setting forth of
the great Sacrifice that was to be offered in after-days, and as a sigu
that the blood of the Lamb was to take away all sin." This he
could not see, hence would not admit; and here lay the deadly
antagonism against the Person and work of Christ. The spirit
manifested by my opponent was such a clear confirmation of Isaiah
viii. 14," And He shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of
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stumbling and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel.
for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem"; and
Romans x. 3, 4, "For they being ignorant of Gud's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have
not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. For
Ohrist is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth." The" not submitting themselves," &c., was so specially
plain and unmistakable.
Speaking of Moses, he said, " Was he not nearly perfect? and
wherein did lie offend, but in vindication of God's honour, calling
the people rebels, because of their offending Him?" Thus was
a certain amount of reverence and respect shown for the Most
High, as Ruler and Governor, but the need of a Mediator
between God and man he would by no means acknowledge.
Hence again his ignorance of the true nature of the Scriptures
he professedly so valued; for why did Job exclaim, "0 that
one might plead for a man with God, as a man pleadeth for his
neighbour"? (Job xvi. 21.) And, if he had not realized his
sinnership, why in the depths of his anguish did he exclaim,
"I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at
the latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I
shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not
another"? Where, I repeat, could there possibly be a greater proof
of a deep sense of guiltiness, and yet at the same time, a corresponding sense of forgiveness by interposition-that interposition
involving a sacrifice, or the payment of a redemption price ~
My travelling companion-Cif I may so call him, for we sat in
earnest conversation, he at times so warming in the debate as to
arrest the attention of several gentlemen, who stood by listening
with apparently marked interest, and, I hope, not without benefit)I was about to state, made special reference to the Psalms.
Said I, "And did not Jesus say, 'David wrote of Me'? And
then, with respect to sinnership, mark what the Psalmist said,
'Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in
Thy sight: that Thou mightest be justified when Thou speakest,
and be clear when Thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me'" (Psa. li. 4, 5).
Speaking of Ohrist, in the most sarcasti? way, he asked, " Who
was His father?" My reply was, '" The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power of' the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God'" (Luke i. 35).
"What did He do with the devils when He turned them out
of man?" asked he, at the same time upbraiding Him for
allowing them to go into the herd of swine to destroy them.
"That was a proof of His power," was my reply; at the same

Tile Gospel Maga::;ine.

393

time stating that they were breakers of the law by keeping of
swine, from which they were forbidden.
A little changing the subject, he spoke of himself as having
seen a great deal of trouble. He had had fourteen children, and
several had died; but the loss of a son at one-and-twenty hai
(he said) added ten years to his life, and he was at the present
time only forty-seven. In reply, I said, "And I too have seen
a great deal of trouble. I have not lived to over eighty years
of age, buried two wives and eight out of fifteen children, and
the rest all scattered, and just had to resign a sphere of labour
whi<.:h I had occupied for two-and-thirty years, without knowing
what trouble was."
SUPPRESSED SYMPATHY.

And here my heart was touched to the very core. I longed to
tell him how and by what means I had been sustained. I wanted
to declare the great and glorious fact, that" we have not an high
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin"
(Heb. iv. 15); that" in all things it behoved Him to be made
like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful
High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation' for the sins of the people. For in that He Himself
hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour them that are
tempted" (Heb. ii. 17, 18). I intensely desired to speak of
Jesus as having been my Redeemer, my Refuge, my Sustainer,
my Defender, my Brother born for adversity, my Hope, my All
in All, both for time and to all eternity. But I dare not venture.
r felt that the veriest attempt to adopt such a course would only
be to excite and rouse afresh the spleen and the venom which had
already been but too marked, and to my ears so painful and
distressing, when the name and work of my precious Lord and
Master had been mentioned. At the same time, how readily, I
felt, I could, not only dRfend, but die for Him, in case of need.
Although poor Peter had so sadly mistaken his strength, still I
could feel the force of his words, and the genuineness of his love,
when he exclaimed, and that so vehemently, " If I should die with
Thee, I will not deny Thee in any wise."
The stranger's remarks upon the state of the times and of
matters in general, bespoke much thought, research, and close observation upon his part. I perfectly agreed with him in the marked
preparation for some deadly conflict that appears to be rapidly
approaching. We were of one mind in the remarkable fact that the
Great Exhibition of 1851, nominally intended for the promotion of
peace, had resulted in the most exh'aordinaryeffort upon the part
of nation after nation, to rival each other in providing the deadliest
and most destructive weapons of war. He gave it as his opinion,

-394

Tile Gospel iVlaga::.:ine.

that Russia could successfully invade India, and wrest it from
-England. When I expressed my belief, that we were rapidly
approaching the Saturday night of the time-state (the six days of
the week representing the six thousand years of time, and the
,Sunday the Millennium), he seemed much impressed, as if it were a
new idea to his mind.
Speaking of the future of the Jewish nation with much energy,
he exclaimed, "Does it not say, that 'they shall take hold of the
skirt of a Jew, saying, We will go with you, for we have heard
that God is with you'?" "Yes," was my reply, "it does say so,
,bnt that will not be until after that great blessing has been conferred upon them, ' And I will pour upon the house of David, and
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications: and they shall look upon Me whom they have
pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his
only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in
bitterness for his firstborn'" (Zech. xii. 10). "That," he rpjoined,
"is when our Messiah comes." "No," was the answer, "when He
who has come shall come again, as He has promised to do." He
spoke of the "many mansions." "Yes," was the answer, "and
Jesus has the key of them, and is gone to prepare them."
Upon the steamer reaching the pier where I was about to land,
I asked a friend who knew him who the stranger was with whom I
had been conversing? "He is the Jewish Rabbi of --," 'was the
reply, "a most able man and a celebrated lecturer." Of course this at
once explained what he had said about having perhaps attended more
dying beds than I had. Moreover, it confirmed what he had stated,
in the course of conversation, namely, that he had been one-andtwenty years in his position. I had not, however, for a moment
suspected what that position was. I was subsequently informed
that the gentleman with whom I had been brought into such close
contact had the oversight of nearly fifteen hundred Jews, in whose
welfare he took the most active and profound interest. To use the
words of my informant, "There was not a family with whose
condition and circumstances he was not fully acquainted."
THE FAREWELL AND ITS ATTEXD.-\XT REFLECTIONS.

Taking me by the hand as I left the ship, he said, "I shall
,convert you yet." "God forbid!" was my mental reply; and, as
I walked away, I could but look up and appeal to my precious
Lord and Master! In contrast to the hostility against Him with
which I had had to contend, the language of my inmost heart
.and soul was"Do not I love Thee, dearest Lord?
Oh, search my heart and see;
And from my bosom tear the part
That beats not true to Thee."
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Moreover, as I have already intimated, turning afterwards to the
minor Prophets, and refleoting upon the hostility of the Jews
against the Person and work of Jesus, I think I never had a more
vivid sight and sense of what He personally had to encounter, as
being "despised and rejected of men." Neither do I remember
ever having so comprehensive a view of the actual position of the
Apostles, in their contact with the despisers of Ohrist and the
deniers of His work. How blessedly did their fervour and their
courage stand, out in denouncing them as the murderers of Ohrist.
How the" Away with Him! away with Him! Orucify Him! "
had, as it were, afresh resounded in my ears, in the deadly
spleen and the cruel antagonism against thA Person and work of
Jesus to which I had just been called to listen. At the same time,
how blessedly was seen, in happy contrast and blessed relief, the
effects of the personal ministry of Peter and his brother Apostles.
How precious the vision of the sheet, and the loving rebuke,
" What God hath cleansed call not thou common," and his after
visit to Oornelius. How soul-satisfying the declaration of Philip
to the eunuch. "See," said the latter, "here is water; what doth
hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with
all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe
that Jesus Ohrist is the Son of God" (Acts viii. 36, 37). Oh, the
fulness and the blessedness of that truth, as standing in such striking
contrast to what I had been witnessing, "The word is nigh thee,
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith,
which we preach; that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation. For the Scripture saith, "Whosoever believeth
on Him ~,hall not be ashamed. For there is no difference between
the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto
all that call upon Him. For whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans x. 8-13).
As expressed in the opening of this article, never (as far as
memory serves) did I see more fully the security and the blessedness of those who had been brought by the Holy Ghost to a
personal knowledge of sinnership, and to a willingness to be saved,
as poor, lost, helpless, and undone sinners, by the efficacy of the
Redeemer's blood, and the completeness and perfection of His
righteousness. How beautifully and blessedly did that language
stand out" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up mine head."

And with equal power and sweetness-
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"Other Refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee;
Leave, ah, leave me not alone;
Still support and comfort me.
" All my hope on Thee is stayed;
All my help from Thee I bring;
Oover my defenceless head
With the shadow of Thy wing."

Reader, whoever thou art, and whatever thy helpless condition,
be it yours, by contrast with the condition upon which I have been
dwelling, to .. thank God and take courage," if you can sincerely
say"Though words can never tell my case,
Nor all my sorrows paint,
This I can say before Thy face,
That Ohrist is all I want."
THE EDITOR.

Southville, Granad(t Road, Southsea, May 14th, 189l.

NOTE.-In proof of the interest of the Jew in Old Testament
Scriptures, and his earnestness in the perusal of the same, I could
but be struck with an illustration that appeared in the Daily Graphic
two days after the conversation just mentioned. A storm in the
Atlantic was represented, as sketched by an eye-witness. Among
the affrighted passengers was a group of Jews, the elder one among
them reading the Scriptures to the eager listeners round and about
him. The whole scene bespoke the intensity of their anxiety, and
the source whence they looked for consolation; but, alas! in that
source they miss the great and glorious Object of attraction, and
that Mighty One who, in the days of His flesh, said to the raging
waves and boisterous winds, "Peace, be still, and instantly there was
a great calm."
Again, I thought of a remark made to me some months since by
the pilot of one of thl:Lt noble line of steamers, the Bremen and
New York German-Lloyd. The captain had a little before told
him that, when his ship was so full that there was not room for
an extra baby, a young Jew went to him, and asked if he could
have a room to say his prayers in? Here again was the anxiety
and earnestness of the Jew seen; but oh, what a missing of the
great Mark, the great and glorious Object, who alone can speak
pardon and peace to the troubled soul!
THE JEws.-The City Press, for May 27th, contains an estimable letter upon
the state of the Jews and the condition of Palestine, at the present time. But
for our limited space, we would gladly transfer the said letter to these pages.
Our readers, however, will do well to obtain the City Press of the aforenamed date,
and read for themselves. Surely the movements in Russia, in regard to the treatment of God's ancient people, and the multitudes that are returning to their own
land, has a powerfully-speaking voice at the present juncture.
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"BROKEN CISTERNS."
" My people have committed two evils; they have forsaken Me the fountc£in
of living wc£ters, and hewNl them out cisterns, broken cistems, that can hdd
no water."-JERElIIIAH ii. 13.
JOHN is an old farm labourer, and we said to him just now, "John,
these cattle -must have more water these hot and dry days. Have we
got such a thing as a cistern or trough about ~ " John replied, "Yees,
sir, there's one in the farm buildings-been there a long time." Thither
we went. John dragged out from a lot of lumber an old stone ciatern,
exclaiming, "There, sir, there it is!" We replied, "Oh, but, John,
that cistern will not do at any price! See! there is a great crack
across it, and the water would run out as fast as it was run in."
,Ve left the spot determining upon some better resort; but the
thought came over us, "Why, this just reminds me of the state of the
so· called religious world at the present time. It is full of 'cisterns,
broken cistems, which can hold no uatm',' and only tantalize and torment
tbe sheep of God's fold, who are led up by the hand of man to drink
from them. u
It may be remembered we touched upon this point in our last
"Notes." The subject still clings to us. Now, we might refer to this
world and its pleasures and vanities, as so unsatisfying in the face
of eternity, and the uncertainty of all things here below; but we
would confine our attention rather to the broken cisterns that abound
in connection with religion. And, verily, religion in its form and outward observances, is world-wide, for the world has become "very
religious," and our sanctuaries are being converted into half concert
rooms and half churches, proving nothing short of worldly sanctuaries.
'VeIl, the first "broken cistern" we would mention, is that of
Idolatry. This was the great sin that prevailed in Jeremiah's time,
and his tender spirit grieved and wept most bitterly over the deplorable state of things, and of the solemn judgments which he knew
must fall upon the people, wbo, in spite of all his solemn warnings,
filled the land with idolatry. But oh, dear friends, is idolatry not
known in our nineteenth century ~ Are there no Jeremiahs found
weeping over the state of things that prevails in our highly-favoured
England 1 Alas! alas! we know too well the painful surroundings
which are plunging God's faithful servants into deep grief and sorrow
of soul. Is it not patent to us, that the golden calf of old has given
place to the golden cross of our times, and that what the people desire
is, something material, that comes between themselves and their God,
to the dishonour of the only Mediator, the Lord Jesus Christ ~ Thi8 i~
idolatry. I know it is said, "Oh, such tbings are helpful to worship."
I do not find them so. I find them hateful, and drink deeply into
dear Miss HAYERGAL'S faithful and true words:When our young friends use their taste and skill in what seems, on the
surface of things, a sacred work-the beautifying of God's sanctuary for a
holy festival, do they ever consider that, whatever the theoretical aim may
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be, the practical result is necessarily and distinctly temptation? Temptation, moreover, in exact proportion to the taste and skill displayed.. The
experience of every honest conscience shows that when we, who naturally
love all that is beautiful, enter a church beautifully decorated, the temptation to wandering eyes and thoughts is just in proportion to the exquisiteness and elaborateness of the decorations. We have come to seek Jesus,
to find the Shepherd" by the footsteps of the flock": we want to commune
with Him, and we want Him to speak to our hearts. We want to be freshly
and specially "looking unto Jesus" in all the meaning of that word,
looking away from all else, looking unto Him. And at once our eye is
caught by an .elegant festoon and a singularly effective turning of a
pillar, or picking out of a moulding, and a most charming device on the
reading desk, and a novel arrangement of the panels of the pulpit. It is
all lovely-much prettier than last year; the general effect is so good,
and.so on. And, suddenly, we remember what we came for, and we make
a great effort to turn away our eyes, and fix them on "Jesus only."
But, somehow, the electric chain has been severed; the other things h8"e
entered in, and when we again look up to meet the smile of the Prince
of Peace, we find there has been something between; our eyes ha,e
involuntarily turned away from" the King in His beauty" to the passing
prettiness of garland and wreath. What have we not lost? But simple
texts of Scripture I see no objection to. The dilemma for decorators is,
Do they wish their work to be looked at and admired, or do they not?
If not, why put it where it must attract the eye? But if they do, let
them remember that the mind cannot be equally occupied with two things
at the same time, and that the moments spent in admiring gaze on their
graceful work cannot be spent in adoring gaze on the Lord of the
sanctuary, the Altogether Lovely One.
Dear reader, I am satisfied of the truth of the foregoing, and only
wish, as the time will be approaching for so-called "harvest decora·
tions," that many would be guided by them.
Just before a harvest thanksgiving, one said to us, "Oh: do come
and see our church; it looks so pretty!" And is this what I am to go
to church for, because it looks so pretty 7 I am certain of till:;, it is
just what the many do go to church for, because it looks so pretty;
and, as this suits the taste of the world, the "orld fills the church;
and the giddy and gay, the thoughtless and the theatre-goers, now form
the greater part of the congregations which a:;semble in such multitudes,
because the church "looks so pntty."
. At another time a lady, with a toss of her head, said to us, " We
put flowers in our houses to decorate them, why should we not
decorate the church with flowers, and make it look bright 1" What!
the church bright and the soul darkness?
Oh, but, said a third to us, "These things are so helpful to worship."
Don't believe this lie of the wicked one to ensnare the soul. Nothing
is helpful to worship that comes between me and my God.
One is almost sick of flowers. Understand me. No one can admire
them more than I do, nor more deeply desire to drink into our Lord's
teaching, "Oonsider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil
not, neither do they spin, and yet I say unto you, That even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like ODe of these." No; that is one
thing, but it is quite another to witness what we do in these days.
We have a carnival of flowers for the world-a carnival of flowers for
the church-a carnival of flowers for death; but where is the Rose of
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SlulTon and the Lily of the Valley? Smothered! Indeed, I am persuaded
of this, that the religious vagaries of the day dethrone Ohrist, and
dishonour His precious name, setting up in His place the image of
self and the worship of the creature.
" Oh! "said another to us, with regard to the decoration of churches
and presentations at the altar (?) "You ~cill find it all in the Bible."
We inquired, Where? when, with a confident air, we were referred to
2 Chronicles, 31st chapter, &c. "There, see! 'The children of Israel
brought in abundance, the first-fruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honey, and
of all the increase of the field: and the tithe of all things brought they in
abundantly.' Ah! 'and laid them in heaps' at the gates of the tents.
There! what do you say to that?" "'V-by, friend, are you so blindecl
that you cannot see that again and again it is repeated, that all this
was 'according to law,' 'according to law'? Surely we are not under
law, but under grace in this Gospel dispensation, and things of sense
(needful then) have to give place to spiritual faith in Him who was
thereby typified. Besides, why stop short with your 'first-fruits'?They brought in oxen and sheep. To be consistent with your view, you
ought to lead beasts up to your so-called altar, and so add the shambles
to your market-garden in the house of God."
And all this is called" advanced." 'Ve witnessed a prominent Ritualist priest and the choir marching round a large parish church in procession, after the manner of Rome; and, ascending to the pulpit, his
first words were, "Now has light come into the church." " Alas! " we
muttered, "rather say, 'Now has blackness come over the Ohurch, worsethan Egyptian darkness.'" Advanced, indeed! It is a retrograde movement. It is going back to Judaism. Those are going forward whosee that all symbols and types are done away with in Ohrist. It is
all a f01'saking the Lord J ehovah, "the fountain of living waters,
and hewing out to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold
no water." And all such doings are signs of the times. Daniel tells.
how at the time of the end they shall honour "a god whom their
fathers knew not, and shall honour him with gold, and silver, and
with precious stones, and pleasant things." Surely this is being done
in our days, but the Scriptures tell us that man's pleasant things are
obnoxious to God. Ohrist only is the one thing needful to us, and He
the One in whom the Father is "well pleased."
And what, forsooth, is the spirit of this so-called" advanced thought" lIt is to ignore the old, old story, which is ever new, as not suitable to
the progress of cultured inquiry. It is to live to things that can satisfy
the senses, while faith in the unseen is deemed an illusion. Thus arethe promises of God, the truth of God, yea, God Himself, ignored and
insulted. Advanced thought, indeed! Ah! such can only be arrived at
by the unfolding of that which is spiritual. Ohrist, in all His perfection\
and beauty, revealed to us, this is the advanced thought we covet; and,
blessed be His name, this is the work of the Spirit to give.
But further. Ritualism and Sacramentarianism are "cisterns, broken
cisterns, that can hold no water" of eternal life. I put them together,
for they are twin sisters; or rather, I should say, twin "harlots" of
the Scarlet Lady-subtle, fascinating, but fatal in their movements,
appealing to the senses, and not to faith and the Word of God. They
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ensnare especially our young people, by the grandeur of mystic architecture, the charms of music, ornate services, and imposing ceremonies;
while the so-called priests dress up in fantastic robes, call the communion table altar, burning candles thereon in broad daylight, and would,
if they could, shut out the sun, as they shut out faith's gaze upon
the Sun of Righteousness. But they tell us it "all means nothing."
Oh, do not take us for such fools as to believe this, nor the performers
to be such fools as that they do it all to no purpose. They mean a
great deal. Their ritual-every movement of it-is expressive of doctrines, but not' the doctrines of our good old Protestantism, for which
our reformers fought and shed their blood. They mean nothing short
of "two evils," namely, to un-Protestantize the Ohurch of England, and
train her up to Romish practices ana teaching. And I am persuaded
of this, that, with but a few exceptions-such, for instance, as "the
dogma of the Immaculate Oonception," and" the Supremacy of the Pope"
-ritualistic leaders believe in every other doctrine of the Ohurch of
Rome. They now imitate her practices, but at heart they believe in
her principles, and, if they were honest men, they would find their
position within her pale. Oh, my heart grieves to see how the people
are heing beguiled and decei ved-looking to "cisterns,' broken cisterns,
which can hold no water." They will wake up to it when it is too
late.
Oh, but, it is urged, these High Ohurch priests are se aOable, so kind,
so good to the poor, so untiring in their w01'k. Alas! alas! it makes it
all the worse; but upon this point of benevolence and charity, I venture
to affirm, that there would be no difficulty in finding parishes managed
by our Protestant clergy quite as well worked in every respect, and
with the higher motive of pointing souls to the Lord Jesus Christ
alone, and glorifying His holy name.
The way in which, again, they ignore our Nonconformist friends and
ministers is amusing and absurd. It is always, that they are "responsible for all the souls in their parish," numbering often thousands, if
not tens of thousands. Thank God, they arc not responsible for my
soul and its salvation; if they were, I do not know where I should be
landed. My precious Redeemer is responsible for that. It has been
long committed to His care. Dear reader, you can say the same, can
you not ~ and we will not forsake the" fountain of living waters," for
"cisterns, broken cisterns, which can hold no water."
Then there is the b1'oken cistern of free will and C1'eature works-common
enough. Now, a Churchman to be a free-willer is an anomaly of dishonesty, for he has subscribed to the Tenth Article of Religion, which
declares: "The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such, that
he cannot turn and prepare himself, by his own natural strength and
good works, to faith, and calling upon God: wherefore we have no
power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, without the
grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good will,
and working with us, when we have that good will." It will be seen
by the foregoing that the good will of grace is one thing, and the free
will of man quite another.
Now, all these things we have mentioned (and many more might be
pointed to) are only h1unan resources. Sanctuaries turned into concert-
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rooms, to attract the worldly religious; idolatry, in the form of golden
crosses and profuse decorations; Ritualism and Sacramentalism, with
their mystic architecture, ornate services, and imposing ceremonies;
priests, with tlfeir fantastic robes and dubious millinery; altars upon
which candles are burning in broad daylight; man's free will exercised,
to receive or reject salvation as it pleases him ;-thflse, I say, are
nothing more nor less than human 1·eS07.lrCeS, and are as " broken cisterns,
which can hold no water." Such will not do for poor sinful creatures
--are no use in the times of suffering and sorrow-are of no use on a
dying bed.
Well, "l\e will turn from them all, for we are heartily disgusted with
all these" broken cisterns" of man's making, and gladly look from them
all to the clear streams of God, to the" fountain of living waters," and
to the unbroken cisterns that hold them. And firstThen is the unbroken eistem oj the Word of God, ano, flowing through
it, the clear stream of divine truth. And mark with us, dear reader,
that, as nothing is more essential than the salvation of the soul, the
Bible meets our need, and is the Book of Salvcbtion. I love to recognize
it as such. True, we can look at the Bible in various aspects. We
cau study from it the manners and customs of people in past ages.
vVe can trace out the genealogy, geology, and geography of the Bible;
all well in its place. Much interest., also, will be found attached to the
consideration of the binls of the Bible-the beasts and fishes of the Bible;
also nice for our young people, if looked at as illustrating divine truth.
But, after all, the great and glorious theme of the Bible is the salvation
of the soul; all else will avail us nothing, if we fail to see that the
Bible is emphatically the Book of Salvation.
With such a view, note with us, dear reader, a familiar but very
precious portion, that flows into the mind with power, and which
we will take as showing the contrary to all these "broken cisterns"
referred to, which can hold no water, as it describes the real and abiding work of grace in the heart. It is this: "Being confident of this
very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phi!. i. 6). And what is
this good w01'1c? I do not think the Apostle means here the good
work of preaching the Gospel among them as a Church established
and flourishing at Philippi; for we know, blessed as such a work was,
it did cease. N or do I think he meant the good work of sUlppO?·tinrr
that Gosrel among them, in the way of pecuniary aid-all well in its
place. But rather I think he meant, the work of the SpiTit-the grace
of God in the soul-the lifl\ of God within; which position is
strengthened further on in the chapter, where he says, "For me to
live is Christ." It is, then, not a religion of splutter, that sends forth
startling flashes of presumptuous talk, and then dies out; but the
religion of real internal life, that burns steadily and surely, because
there is the oil of God's grace in the vessel. It is the seed, that
may look of itself dead, but in it is the germ of divine life, which
puts forth "first the blade, then the ear, and then the full corn in
the ear," and IV hich the God of the harvest will see is not destroyed.
It is the 1"OOt, that is out of sight, but, watched and nourished by the
dews of heaven and the rain of spiritual blessings from on high, will
2 D
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send forth the sprouts and shoots of that "newness of life," that not
even the storms of adversity or the blasts of temptation shall be
suffered to hurt. It is the living spring, that will percolate through all
obstructions and difficulties, and rise to the surface. "The water,"
said our dear Lord, "that I shall give you shall be in you a well of
water springing up into everlasting life."
" He who hath begun a good work." Yes, He did it all from first to
last. I know He did with me, and therefore I rejoicingly proclaim it,
and give Him all the glory of it. It was, then, a flood work, with a
good beginning, even a God beginning; and have we not such a beginning embodied in those lines"He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me, notwithstanding all;
He saved me from my low estate,
His loving-kindness, oh, how great"?
And I think we have a lively history of that work in the Scriptural
illustration of the Prodigal Son. Yes, he was "a son" from the first,
and in his prodigal state his Father yearned over him, but the foolish
lad was determined, in self-will, to have his own way. "Ye are all
born in self-will, which would, but for interposing grace, land us in
hell. W ell, this self-willed one demanded his natural gifts and powers,
and no sooner gained them than he spent them all in riotous living,
that brought him to poverty and ruin. No man then cared for his soul
when he was down among the swine and feeding upon husks; but the
Father did, and brought him to himself by the power of His Spirit.
Ah! now, with the" I perish with hunger," comes true penitence of
spirit, a sure sign of the work of the Holy Ghost. "I will arise and
go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned." Yes,
the father knew all about it; and "when he was yet a great way off,
he saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him "-the embrace of covenant love. "And the father said to
his servants, Bring forth the robe "-nay, the bd robe-even the robe
of Christ's righteousness imparted to His own for their justification"and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand "-in token of t,he
everlasting salvation wrought for him-" and shoes on his feet "-" the
preparation of the Gospel of peace" (Ephes. vi. 1.5)-to walk now in
the steady ways of faith, notwithstanding the hardships, dangers, and
difficulties that attend that pathway-" and bring hither the fatted
calf" of Gospel provision and truth, which shall satisfy his now empty
and regenerated soul. "For this my son was dead, and is alive again;
he was lost, and is found." Oh, does it not all fit into our heartfelt experience 1 and do we not say, "That prodigal son was I; that Father
was my Father and my God; and all the change was wrought by Him
who began the good work" ?
And, after all this, will the good work prove a failure 1 Verily, no!
He that began it will perform it-finish it-or, bring it to an end, as
the word perform signifies. It has cost Him too much not to complete
it. "Ye are redeemed with a price." And what a price! even the
blood of God, "the precious blood of Jesus Christ," the God-man, which
"cleanseth us from all sin." Only, mark,- He will carry it on, and
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complete the work in His own way, not ours. The old self-will of
Adam is ever cropping up in its infection, and we want it all done in
our way. But God is a Sovereign. It has been a sovereign change,
-and it must be a sovereign completion; and so we love to mark the
wonders of His grace and mercy in "the good work" throughout. That
is a splendid passage which tells us of the Lord J ehovah, "Who hath
wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning 7 I
the Lord, the first, and with the last; I am He" (Isa. xli. 4). This
is the religion_ which suits me, and such a work is the" good work" I
~ejoice in.;;'
But do mark the confidence of the Apostle, that the "good work"
that he was referring to would be brought to a successful issue. There
:are things of an earthly character about which we can have no confidence, for all is uncertain here below. "Ve may rise in the morning,
and it may be that the family group has, through the goodness of God,
remained unbroken, but ere night falls death has severed a link, and
(as it frequently happens) link, then, after link is broken, and the family
eircle becomes shattered. We may ourselves begin the day in comparative health, and end it in eternity. We cannot tell what a day or
:an hour may bring forth. The same uncertainty is attached to all our
worldly concerns. We have done our best to lay up a store for a rainy
day, but some bank which we thought safe and sound, and in which
we have placed our store, turns out to be but "et b'roken vessel," from
which its gains and gatherings have been long leaking, and now its
€mptiness spreads ruin and desolation around. This has been no
uncommon case of late. No; if we are to be confident, we must turn
from the earthly to the heavenly, from the temporal to the eternal,
from the works and ways of man to the works and ways of God; and
what He begins, we may depend He will carry on and bring to a successful issue. In carrying on His work of grace within, it is true,
there will be much contrary to flesh and blood. We may have to
,endure a thorn in the flesh-few are without it; but mark this, we
shall never, like the Master, be called to be "crowned with thorns."
No; the Head endured what the members will never have to endure,
although the members deserve it and He did not. The substitution of
Christ is a certainty we do well to learn more about. That is no
", broken cistern," but a blessed and glorious certainty.
But a word more about the Apostle's confidence. " Being confident 01
this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." Yes, in spite of difficulties
which are many and obstacles which are great-in spite of storms of
adversity and tempests of trial-the haven shall be reached. I found
myself saying this morning, in the view of hard and difficult things,
'" But, Lord, all these things seem dead against me-dead against my
spiritual interests and growth in grace-dead against my earnest desire
to glorify Thy name." When a still small voice seemed to come and
say, ~'What! would you have it all a dead calm, a continuous lull 7
,. It is so, dear brother, and the Lord's divinely-qnickened and Spirit-led
{lnes can be satisfied with nothing short of the verities of which you have
spoken.-En.
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Why, if so, you would never reach the desired haven." And I seemed.
at once to see how all was necessary I have to endure, and really tends
to make me put my entire trust in the Captain of my salvation, and
tends to drive me to the home with Jesus. The Apostle puts it in a very
blessed way in this first chapter to the Philippians: "I would ye should
understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me [ah!
and things far beyond what we are called to endure, beloved] have
fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel; so that my bonds
in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places." More·
over, he rejoices that the brethren in the Lord have waxed confident
by His bonds, and" are much more bold to speak the word without
fear." Oh, dear brother or sister in the Lord, such are blessed lessons
for us, and calculated to strengthen our faith. Adversity is all for
the best, and those things we calculate-in the sinking of frames and
feelings-are dead against us, are really working for our eternal gain
and Christ's glory. May the Spirit quicken us to grasp at these things,
to our joy and consolation.
But we might ask, And how does He "ho began this good work
carry it on and confirm it 1 Surely by the fnsh anointing of that life
of grace in the soul, which keeps the soul vigorous j as also by the
application of precious portions and promises of His Word, unfolded in
such a way that joy and peace in believing follows; so also by silent
and se!:ret communings by the way, which bring" songs in tl,q lii~lht,"
and slunds in the day; and, again, by His 'Vord faithfully preached-the
pure Gospel of the grace of God, and also by the pen te~timony of
His servan~s, and sometimes by sweet converse "ith kindred ~pirits by
the way. But no means will avail without Christ is all, felt and
realized by the power of the Holy Spirit. I must say, howe-rer, thal;
with all these means of grace and growth, I cannot, for one, boast of
anything like "prognssive sanctification." I find my heart as "ile and
bad as it was forty years ago, and if there is any cli.splay of a meetened
spirit and a moistened heart, it is all of grace. I often say, and can
but repeat, "My first cry of life will be my last cry in death, "God,
be merciful to me, a sinner!"
And then God's servant is justly confident that He who had begun
the good work in the hearts of those Philippian Christians "would perfOTin it until the day of Jes~ts Christ." 'Ybat" day" did he refer to?
Now, taking into consideration that the good work in them, as we have
seen, was the work of Divine grace, the day he means is when that
work is complete, and grace finds its fruition in glory. Therefore we
look at that day in a threefold aspect.
First. As the day of the second coming cf Christ, when, if we remain
on earlh, we should be caught up "to meet Him in the air. "Behold,
He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him." This would,
then, be our glory-day, when in His presence we should have fulness
of joy. But,
Secondly. That day may be looked at as the day of one's death, "hen,
for one, I believe we shall enter into His presence, and realize therein
immediate happiness. And I dwell upon this immediate happiness, because
plain Christians who have been brought up in the olel doctrines
of grace, would be perfectly astonished if they knew the number ef
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"High Churchmen," so called, who believe in the Romish dogma of an
intermediate state,. not, possibly, going so far as to look upon it as a
state of purgatory, but rather as a state of progress-at all events, one
that commits them to the error of pmying for the dead. Such an idea
is in direct opposition to the teaching of the passage which we are
dwelling upon. That tells us of progress ended in the completion of
the work of grace within, when the mandate is issued, at the appointed
time, "Come ~{P higher "; and that, in that higher state, there is to be
anything like growth or progress, is contrary to the teaching of the
Scriptures al,together; as Mrs. CHAPLIN puts it in one of her telling
and truthful poems"Blessed are they in the Lord who die,
They see His face in the home on high;
The victor warrior knows no strife,
And the faithful all have their crown of life.
Their death was precious to Him who bled;
Oh, who would pray for the faithful dead?"
Who, indeed? Only misguided Romanists and Ritnalists; the glorified
faithful want not the prayers of the carnal unfaithful.
Our Lord said from the cross to the dying thief, "This day shalt
thou be with Me in paradise." If that paradise is an intermediate
state, or, as it is said, the place of the departed, then it must follow
that Christ is in that place now, for surely He would not leave the
dying thief in a place in which He could not remain. Such a theory
would be in flat contradiction to the statement of God's vVord, that
He ascended up on high, and sat down, taking His rightful place at
the right hand of God; and, methinks, if there without the dying thief,
who was such a trophy of His grace and salvation, He could not be at
rest. We grant, the body of the dying thief was in the place of the
departed; not long, for it must soon have become" earth to earth" ;
but I have not the shadow of a doubt that his soul ascended into
heaven, and realized, what all dying Christians will realize, immediate
happiness in the presence of thei1' Redeeme'r. * This is evidently the anticipation of every dying Christian. vVe see it on the countenance, and
mark it in their closing utterances, and I do not believe for a moment
that they will be disappointed. Certainly this brings us to another
aspect of the day of Jesus Christ, namely, the TeSU1Tection day. When
"t.his mortal shall put on immortality," and this vile body become
clothed upon, and rise a glorified body, then there will be indeed the
fulness of joy in His presence-when the body of Christ is completeevery member gathered home; but this final triumph does not rob us
of that immediate happiness which must be if in His presence. Christ
is my heaven; wherever He is, and where He is, I shall be also. I care
not to go beyond this.
But we must close, or we shall exceed our limit; and we do so
expressing a hope that these things may cheer us. It is a pathway
of trial, beloved; I am. sure it will be so with all God's children; but
I am equally aSBUred that the Lord will give all His poor afflicted
, • We perfectly agree with you, dear brother; "Absent from the body, present
with the Lord," and that in the twinkling of an eye.-En.
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Jobs his own" twice as much" even grace and glory. It will be a
hallowed exchange from tears to triumph. FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL
sings sweetly of it thus"Light after darkness, gain after loss;
Strength after weakness; crown after cross;
Sweet after bitter, hope after fears;
Home after wandering, praise after tears.
"Sheaves after sowing, sun after rain;
Sight after mystery, peace after pain;
- Joy after sorrow, calm after blast;
Rest after weariness, sweet rest at last.
" Near after distant, gleam after gloom;
Love after loneliness, life after tomb;
After long agony, rapture of bliss;
Right was the pathway leading to this."
And why all this blessed and joyous exchange, so certain, so secure 7
Because, "He which hath begun a good ,cork in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ." Stay thy soul, beloved, upon this
assurance; it is a reality, and will not disappoint you. It is God's
work, and must end in thine eternal gain and His glory.

Burton--on-Trent.

G. O.

"WE WOULD SEE JESUS."
(JOHN

xii. 21.)

THOUGHTS ON READING DR. DOUDNEY'S BIRTHDAY )lOTTO FOP.
MARCH 8TH, 1891.
"WE would see Jesus." Daily we
are nearer
The blissful summit of our heart's
desire;
" We would see Jesus" - Jesus
never dearer
Than now, when head and hand so
quickly tire.

"We would see Jesus." Oh, we long
to see Him;
Nothing beside can satisfy our
need;
His was the life laid down to save

" We would see Jesus"-see Him in
His glory;
As King He reigns upon His
throne above;
" We would see Jesus," as we tell the
story
Of His unfailing, everbsting love.

" We would see Jesus" as we crOSs.
the river,
To bear us safely to the other side;
We shall not fear to go, when death
shall sever,
If we see Jesus as our loving
Guide.

" We would see Jesus." All our longings centre
In this, to see Him as our Saviour
God,
Pleading on our behalf, before His
Father,
The value of His precious, precious
blood.

Then shall we tune our harps with
joy to praise Him,
As we could never praise while here
below,
For we shall see Him as we've often
longed to;
Transporting thought! it makes.
us long to go.

US;

That was a precious gift bestowed
indeed.
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CHRIST'S LOVE TO HIS PEOPLE.
THE Apostle John tells us that love is of God, so we need not be surprised to find it a marvellously pure and elevating power. Even animal
and human love sometimes astonishes us, though marked by imperfection and ignorance. But if we desire to see it in perfection, we must
look at it as it is seen in the Lord Jesus, "the brightness of the
Father's glory and the express image of His person." Let us meditate
for a short time on those glorious and important words which He spake
to His disciples, "As thl) Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you;
continue ye in My love" (John xv. 9). It was during His last days
that these remarkable and affectionate words were spoken. They are
full of exquisite humanity, which, in conjunction with His glorious
Divinity, filled His human nature. They are words of the utmost tenderness. He was about to leave His disciples, and to suffer the dreadful
death of the cross; but He discourses rather in words of consolation
for them, well knowing that they required all the comfort He could
give them for the trials which lay before them, and how they would
all forsake Him and flee, and so He expresses His sympathy by speaking
words so tender and loving that they might remember them when He
was taken from them.
Let us notice, then, this declaration of Christ's love to His disciples.
"As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you." The love of
Christ to His sinful and imperfect followers is indeed the most marvellous truth in the universe. "'vVe can understand a person loving another
for some attraction of beauty, wisdom, genius, or goodness, but to love
one destitute of all these is as far from the notions of earth as the
east is from the west. Yet it i~ true, as every believer in the Lord
Jesus knows by the love which has been kindled in his own heart by
the Holy Ghost.
"Love that brought Thee down from heaven,
Made our God a Man of grief;
Let it show our sins forgiven;
Help, oh, help our unbelief."
Kotice that our Lord's love to His disciples was a true and constant
love. "Having loved His own He loved them to the end" (John
xiii. 1). He washed their feet, He hushed their fears, He enlightened
their minds, and, to crown all, He gave Himself a ransom for their
sins. True love is always sacrificing and self-denying. Even in human
love it is the surrender of ourselves, so that a person who never loved
is a stranger to the bliss of giving, and coming out of ourselves and
our selfish thoughts and ways. As our Lord said, "It is more blessed
to give than to receive," so it is more blessed to love than to be loved.
So the Apostle writes, "Who loved us and gave Himself for us." And
again, "Not that we loved God but that He loved us, and gave His
Son to be a propitiation for our sins." Hence the love of Christ is as
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superior to our love as the light of the sun is supenor to the other
luminaries of the sky.
"Love Divine, all loves excelling,
J ay of heaven to earth come down,
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
All Thy faithful mercies crown."
Christ's love to His people achieved their salvation, which consisted
not only of the forgiveness of their sins, but also imparted to them a
new and God-like nature, which Paul prayed that the Ephesian Church
might be filled· with-all the fulness of God.
"Love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God." There
is nothing in this sinful world so transforming as the power of Christ's
love. It will change the hard heart as nothing else can. Thus we
find that the savage, who delighted in human blood, becomes, by the
reception of the Saviour's love, humane and gentle. Men of the
blackest type, receiving this love into their hearts, are washed and
changed from glory to glory by His Spirit.
Oh to believe more in the power of the Saviour's love! vVe look
around at our fellow-men, and the sight appals us, and we cry, "Lord,
who hath believed our report 1" How greatly cheered was Paul's
heart, when preaching the Gospel at Corinth; the Lord said to him in
the night by a vision, "Be not afraid, but speak and hold not thy
peace: for I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt
thee: for I have much people in this city." We are so apt to forget
that it is not by might, nor by power, but by God's Spirit the work
is to be accomplished. His mighty love can unlock the hardest
hearts. Did not our Lord rebuke the proud and self-righteous scribes
and Pharisees by telling them of His love, which enabled the pubcans and harlots to enter the kingdom of heaven before them?
And has not Christ's love the same power as ever? Oh, that the
Church may be anointed afresh to proclaim with renewed and increased
.strength this noblest of all truths, the love of God in Ohrist Jesus
our Lord!
"0 Love Divine, how sweet than art;
When shall I find my willing heart,
All taken up by Thee?"
Our Lord achieved for His people not only present salvation, and the
possession of His love, but such things in the future as are past man's
understanding, which God hath prepared for them that love Him. The
present of a believer's life is the earnest of the Spirit-a foretaste of the
eternal state. Thus our Lord said to His disciples, the kingdom of God
is within you. And Paul describes it as a "joy unspeakable, and full of
glory," which the believer sometimes enjoys, and can sing-"If such the sweetness of the stream,

What must the fountain be?"

If God can pour such bliss into our hearts whilst we are strangp.rs and
pilgrims in a sinful world, what will be our portion in that land where
there is no sin, no enemies; no sickness, no pain, but where the ransomI'd
{)f the Lord shall return, and come to the heavenly Zion with songs and
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gladness, and everlasting joy shall be on their heads, and sighing and
sadness shall flee away for ever 7
"And their greatest happiness,
Their highest joy, shall be,
God their SavioUl' to possess,
To know, and love, and see."
Row striking is the comparison which our Lord uses, "As the Father
hath loved Me, so have I loved you." These words are simply marvellous. Our Lord was loved of the Father, because He was the Perfect
One. There was nothing opposed to God's will in the Saviour, who
declared, "I came not to do My own will, but the will of Him that
sent Me;" and yet our Lord says Re loved His disciples-sinful, weak,
erring men-with the same love as God had towards Him. It may well
be described as a love which passeth knowledge.
Let us consider the antiquity of God's love to Christ. In that
wonderful prayer to His Father, recorded in the 17th chapter of St.
John's Gospel, and part of the 24th verse, "For Thou lovedst Me
before the foundation of the world." Yes, and our Lord loved His
people before the foundations of the earth were laid. Ohrist's foreknowledge enabled Rim to make all the necessary provisions for their
salvation. I am afraid some persons imagine that man's fall came by
surprise to God. No such a thing! Thus we read of the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world; and Ohrist's love to His people is
the same as that with which the Father loved Rim.
"This love is great above all thought,
Its length and breadth in vain are sought;
No tongue can tell its depth and height;
The love of God is infinite."
Our Lord assigns a reason for His Father's love, in John x. 17,
"'Therefore doth My Father love :Me, because I lay down My life for
the sheep." It is quite clear that it was absolutely necessary, and that
no other plan would have succeeded in obtaining our salvation. Yet
it was most costly and painful, and could not have been endured by
anyone who was destitute of divine love and power. It was a sacrifice
so astonishing that it enlisted the love of the Father to an extent
unknown to anyone else. So He declared, "This is My beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased." God is love, and therefore the greatest
thing He admired in the Saviour was His love for His people, and
the same love is shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost given
unto them. It was not their corrupt nature, but their sanctified state
which He wrought in them; so that looking at them as regenerate,
without "spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing," He loves them with
the same love as the Father loves Him.
The Father's love to the Son is noted for its greatness. To be loved
by the great and excellent of the earth is no mean thing, but to be
loved by the almighty One, who is also emphatically the wise and the
excellent Onc, who doeth good, and" whose tender mercies are over all
His works," is the greatest honour and noblest privilege in the whole
universe. Such was God's love to His dear Son, and such is the love
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of the Saviour to His true disciples. N ever did man receive such
marvellous gift.
"His love what mortal thought can reach,
What mortal tongue display?
Imagination's utmost stretch
In wonder dies away."
God's love for His Son was remarkable for its constancy.

l}

It is not

li~e a creature's love-one day hot and the next day cold, one day

alIve and another day dead, and even turned to indifference and
hatred-but it is as constant as day and night, and those constant
movements of the heavenly bodies, which have looked down for ages
upon the sinflll and inconstant race of men, who come up like a
flower, and are cut down, and changed into corruption. In that very
day their thoughts perish. And Christ's love is like God's love, everlasting, so that" having loved His own disciples, He loved them to the
end," and said, "Lo, I am with you always, even to the end." 'While
every believer mourns his fickleness, and sings with the poet" My soul through many changes goes,"
he rejoices in the thought that" Ohrist's love no variation knows."
God showed how real His love to the Son was by gmng all things
into His hands. It bespeaks confidence, for no one puts all his affairs
into the hands of anyone in whom he has not entire confidence.
Well, God the Father hath put all things under His Son's feet, so
that He hath all power in heaven and earth.
" Power is all to .T esus given,
WOl'shipped as He was before,
The immortal King of heaven."
Our Lord has also manifested His love to His people by the confidence which He has shown in them. Hence He has made them His
ambassadors and representatives, committing to them the way of reconciliation, the great message of Divine love"That whosoever will believe,
Shall everlasting life receive."
Our' Lord said, "And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given
them."
He made them God's sons and daughters, and He promised
them that where He was there they should be also.
'Well may Paul write, "All things are yours." And this must be true,
because as the Father loved His Son Jesus Christ, so the Son hath loved
His people. With all this glory there is a defence, and so our Lord
exhorts His disciples to continue in His love. There is a remarkable
passage in Paul's shipwreck, when they were about to endeavour to
escape by means of letting down a boat. The Apostle, who had before
told them that there "should be no loss of any man's life," tells them
now that "except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved." So
the Gospel tells us that "he that endureth to the end, the same shaH
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be saved." All the Lord's people continue in His love, but He has
ordained means to the end, and neglecting these means, the child of
God has to smart for it. How, then, may we continue in Christ's love ~.
Well, we must value it. How frequently we see human love fail because
it is thought little of! Human love is a treasure, but Christ's love
surpasses all other love, as the light of the sun surpasses all other
light; and His love can never be lost or destroyed. Yet, if we do
not value it we shall have the hiding of His face, which means
darkness and fear. So the Psalmist· sings, "0 love the Lord, all ye
His saints ! "
Another means of continuing in Christ's love is cultivating it. The
Apostle Paul to the Philippians (i. 9), says, "And this I pray,
that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and all
judgment." Love grows by meditation; so we must think much of
Christ's love. We must read continually about it. We must set our
affections upon it-go after it-seeking by prayer and praise to abound
with it, so that it may constrain us to every good word and work.
Love begets love, and we may depend upon it that the more we fix
our minds and hearts upon Christ's love, the more we shall feel how
superior it is to all other loves.
" Our souls eternally to save,
More than ten thousand worlds He gave."
To continue in Christ's love, we must show forth its effects in our
life, walk, and conversation. Of the early disciples it was said, that
men took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus. It is
sad if we profess to be Christ's, and yet do not bear any of His
marks upon us. "Oh, to walk worthy of the vocation whereunto we
are called." Let us pray to be whole-hearted for the Saviour, being
filled with His love. Dear Dr. HAWKER has shown us that this can,
be obtained by heavenly communion with our Lord.
If we continue by grace in Christ's love, it will humble us. It is all
of grace. We owe everything to Christ's love. Let us therefore be
clothed with humility. A proud. Christian is a contradiction; for it
,,:as when we had nothing to pay He frankly forgave us all our debt of:
SlO.

In conclusion, let us rej oice in Christ's love, and sing with J OSEPIL
IRoNs" Nor sin nor Satan can devour
The soul that feels its vital power;
It will not, cannot, lose its hold;
Eternal joys it will unfold."

E. W.
THE love of a hypocrite, like the Israelitish bush, is not burning
while it is blazing.

IF the woman who touched His (Christ's) garment, in faith, obtained
virtue from Him to heal her issue of blood, shall not those who cleave
to Him continually derive virtue from Him for the healing of their
spiritual defilemer:ts ?-Dl'. Ouen.
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"SALVATION IS OF THE LORD."
(JONAH

ii. 9.)

A DANGEROlCS error was promulgated some years since, known by the
name of "non-chastisement," meaning, that the Lord does not punish
or chasten His people for their sins. I hope it has long since died out.
Some dregs of the leaven may, however, still remain. A more unscriptural dogma was never enunciated, or so easily disproved from
plain Scripture facts.
Take the case of J onah. How clear it is that all his dreadful
experiences were the fruits of his wilful disobedience to the command
of God, and a rod of correction for his sin.
" Now the word of the Lord came unto J onah the son of Amittai,
saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for
their wickedness is come up before Me." But J onah seems to have had
no heart for the work. Instead of obeying the command, he rose up
to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and found a ship
at J oppa ready to sail; so he paid his fare, and started on his rebellious
voyage. But the presence of the Lord went with him. Peor, foolish
J onah, to think of evading the eye of an omniscient God! We all know
the sad result. J onah found it a fearful thine' to fall into the hands of
the living God. But while the Lord chasten~d His disobedient Prophet.
for his sin, He intended to teach him-through that very chastisement
-a glorious truth which he should never forget, "Salvation is of the
Lord!" But he must go into the "belly of hell" to prore it.
Then he cried in the bitterness of his soul, "I am cast out of Thy
sight!" What is the matter now, J onah 1 I thought it "as thy wish
to flee from His presence. What has changed thy mind so suddenly 1
Hear him, "All Thy billows and Thy waves pa,sed oyer me. . . The
depth closed me round about, the weeds were wrapped about my head .
. . . The earth with her bars was about me for e,er I as he thought]:
yet hast Thou brought up my life from corruption, 0 Lord my God....
I will sacrifice unto Thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay
that that I have vowed. Salvation is of the Lord."
While on the subject of "non-chastisement," "e will just glance at
David's case. Why did the Lord commission ~ athan the Prophet to
deliver to him that terrible denunciation, "The sword shall never depart
from thine house" 1 vVhy 1 Here is the answer: "Wherefore hast thou
despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight 1 thou
hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taIc6n his wife
to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of
Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine housp .
. . . And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord.
And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy sin ;
thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given
great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also
that is born unto thee shall surely die" (2 Sam. xii. 9-14).
Although I have proved that the Lord does chasten His people for
their sins-as a discipline-it is blessedly clear from the inspired Word
that their Divine Surety suffered the full penalty due to all their sins
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on the cross of Calvary; thus putting them away for ever, so that
when sought for they can never be found. David'il sin was "put
away," with respect to its penal consequences; nevertheless, the word
of the Lord shall stand for ever; and the guilty king must bow to
the rod, "for the Lord will judge His people."
But never let us forget that every stroke of His chastening hand is
a proof of His love; for, "as many as I love I rebuke and chasten"
(Rev. iii. 19).
What is "salvation" 1 It is a solemn reality, which concerns-for
good, or for evil-every human being who ever existed, or will exist,
from Adam down to the end of time. Every soul not savingly interested
in this sal\'ation will perish for ever. Thousands in the present day
deny this. But their infidel reasonings cannot shake the word and the
purpose of the living God. "These shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal" (Matt. xxv. 46).
vYhat is "salvation" 1 The Papist says there is no salvation for a
single soul out of the Romish Church. That every Protestant who has
ever lived-and died a Protestant-is now in hell. The Ritualist tells
you, that unless you eat the body of Jesus Christ in the transmuted
bread of the sacrament, there can be 110 salvation for you.
An educated lady, whom I met on the road a few days since, 'told
me, with deep earnestness, "that it was the duty of everybody to take
the sacrament-even wicked people-because if it did not save them,
it would do them goad" !
It seems incredible that anyone who has ever opened a Bible could be
so densely ignorant, But such is the teaching of the hireling shepherds
of the day. " Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flocks 1 Behold, I am
against the shepherds; and I will require My flock at their hand"
(Ezekiel xxxiv.)
Multitudes in the Church of England still believe that, if you have
not been sprinkled when a baby, there can be no salvation for you;
while many dissenters affirm that if you were never plunged, you can
never be saved. The moral man hopes to be saved because he never
injured his neighbour, always goes to church twice on the Sunday, and
always" says his prayers" night and morning. Others believe they
will go to heaven because they were cc converted," when very young,
at a "revivalist meeting," where they went to the C, penitent form,"
believed, became Christians, and have never had a doubt since. Others
again (alas! how often I meet them), were" always Christians," and
therefore are never disturbed in their minds about their salvation. I
have also known some who sat for years under a sound ministry, and
[;oul<1 talk dry doctrine fluently enough, but whose walk and conversation would not bear the light.
Thus we might go on enumerating the endless notions of salvation
"invented by Satan and his' ministers, to deceive immortal souls, and
lead them down to eternal ruin.
Having glanced at a few of the traps of the devil, let us inquire,
What is " salvation" ~ Peter, speaking of the Lord Jesus, says, "This
is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which ,is become
the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for
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there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved " (Acts iv. 11, 12).
Paul says of the same Jesus, "Being made perfect, He became the
,'l,uthor of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him " (Heb. v. 9).
It is clear, then, that Christ Jesus, the Eternal Son of the Father, is
the sinner's only hope, refuge, and salvation. The thought, the purpose,
was in the heart of J ehovah from everlasting. Love was the spring
.and the fountain head of it all. Love to all the election of grace moved
the Father to .commit their everlasting salvation to His own Eternal
Son. "Thine they were," said the Lord Jesus, "and Thou gavest
them Me." "And all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine." And
"Thou hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me" (John xvii.)
When did that love of the Eternal Father to the Eternal Son begin 1
What saith the Scriptures 1 "I was set up from everlasting, from the
beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was
brought forth . . . . 'When He prepared the heavens, 1 was there. . . .
When He established the clouds above: when He strengthened the fountains of the deep: when He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters
should not pass His commandment: when He appointed the foundations
-of the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and
I was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him" (Prov. viii.)
So it is obvious, poor trembling believer, that the Lord's love to thy
soul dates coeval with His love to His own coeternal Son. " \Vhat," say
you, "did the dear Lord really think of me then 7-such a poor sinner
-as 11" Yes, He really did; for 1 find no line of distinction in the
Word of God between the Head and the members. Study the seventeenth chapter of the Gospel of St. John, and read the following, "For
we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones.
For
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined
unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery:
but 1 speak concerning Christ and the Church" (Ephes. v. 30-33). Poor
doubting one, can any union be stronger 1 The Lord knew all about
thee then. He knew every pain, doubt, fear, and affliction that would
befal thee on thy toilsome journey home. Nay, all thy wants and woes,
trials and tribulations, were appointed by Himself in 10\ e, to work
together for thine everlasting good, and His own eternal glory. (See
Romans viii. 28.)
"We turn again to our text, "Salvation is of the Lord." And how
was this salvation accomplished 1 How was it made possible to bestow
this salvation upon a poor, guilty, helpless, bankrupt sinner 1 All by
nature are hopelessly lost. "By the offence of one judgment came upon
all men to condemnation" (Rom. v. 18). All are lost; but all do not
believe it, and few are made to feel it.. Only those who feel it will be
concerned about it.
The whole of salvation is comprehended in these immortal words,
"I lay down My life for the sheep" (John x. 15). And, "By one
offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified "-set apartnot made sinless in the flesh! (Heb. x. 14.) Divine Justice said,
"Smite the Shepherd." Divine Mercy said, "Spare the sheep." Divine
Love said, "I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish."
Oh, the pity of Jesus! the bcmndless love of His heart! the infinite
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'blessings of a free and a finished salvation! My soul expands within
me as I contemplate its unutterable glories! Saved, without money and
without price! Who 1 The learned 1 the noble 1 the righteous 1 the good 1
No! the chief of sinners! the beggar on the dunghill! the loathsome
leper! the mad Gadarene! the thief! the harlot! the very filth and
,dregs of humanity! saved with an everlasting salvation from sin, death,
and eternal ruin, "to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, [poor abjects!] who
are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time" (1 Peter i. 4, 5).
And what did it cost the dear Redeemer to work out so glorious a
salvation for such as these 1 A life of humiliation, and a cruel deaththe stripes, the thorns, the nails, the cross I-and, above all, the wrath
,of Almighty God, poured down upon His sinless soul and body, without
mixture, and without measure!
This is a salvation indeed, which will be the wonder of heaven, and
the song of the redeemed, through a blissful eternity.
Scarborollgh.
W. S. ROBINS ON.
TALK BY THE WAY.-A FRAGMENT.
A.-HAVE you ever been in the stripping-room 1 or do you know
anything of what Hannah speaks of, "The Lord killeth, and maketh
alive" 1
B.-But we are taught to say, "Though He slay me, yet will I
trust in Him! 11 and, "Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why
art thou disquieted within me 1"
A.-Can you always say so? I would if I could.
B.-But what you speak of is physical.
A.-Granted; but can you manage the physical any more than the
mental 1 God's servants must go down into the depths, in order to
understand and minister to the cases of others. Of what service
would a doctor be, had he not studied the nature and variety of
Jiseases? What about Abraham's horror of great darkness 1 and the
Lord's, too 1
B.-Yes, but His was substitutionary.
A.-That I grant; but His servants must have some measure of it,
in order that they may understand and minister to others.
B.-But do we not read of the" treasures of darkness" 1
A.-Certainly.
B.-Well, that passes through great darkness, but is afterwards
brought into light and brightness.
A.-That I do not dispute, but the darkness had to be encountered,
nevertheless.
THE dealings of God with His people, though similar in the general,
are nevertheless so various, that there is no chalking out the paths of
one child of God by those of another, no laying down regular plans of
Christian conversion, Christian experience, Christian usefulness, or Christ\.\l.\l c()n."e!'i:,.~t\()l\.-H(~Tt.
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DEW-DROPS.
"At that time the Lord sepamted the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of
the covenant of the Lord, to stand before the Lord to minister unto Him,
and to bless in His name, unto this day. Whenfore Levi hath no pm·t
nor inheritance with his brethren; the Lm'd is his inheritcmce, according as
the Lord thy Gud promised him."-DEuTERoNOUY x. 8, 9.
I KNOW very well that a cursory glance at this passage merely
suggests the ap_portioning of the land of Oanaan; and because of Levi
being chosen to serve the tabernacle, he is not appointed an ordinary
tribe's portion, since his time and services are to be wholly concentrated on his sacred office, and that thus the Lord, as the first-fruits,
became his inheritance. But it is not difficult for a spiritual Levi to
gather a sweet morsel from the words, and to find therein his
inheritance and portion. Neither does it spoil the rendering of the
text to say, that whilst his seed are but strangers, pilgrim sojourners,
with no sure dwelling-place nor portion in this wilderness, yet they
have an inheritance in the Lord their God, according to promise:
"Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt My
people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel Mine
inheritance. "
Thus how beautifully does it set forth of what the inheritance of
the saints truly consists. David says, "He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob whom He loved" ; and where did
that choice fall but on God's Equal, Jehovah's Fellow, the Man Ohrist
Jesus 1 The Lord is the inheritance of His spiritual Levi; He is the
Forerunner, even the Great High Priest of that eternal priesthood
unto God. Hence it has been rightly determined by Peter as "incorruptible, ann. undefiled, and that fadeth not away," for only of Christ
and His kingdom can this be said. We see it in the life of .\braham.
All the land which he saw northward, southward, eastward, and westward was his by covenant promise, although God kept him waiting for
the actual possession of the same. The figure of speech reminds us
that our best possessions are yet in store in the heayenly Oanaan.
Abraham did not come into full possession of the promise, any more
than all the Old Testament saints, who "all died, not having received
the promise." They learned by their wilderness journey, and its way
towards Oanaan, that that could not be the promise in its highest
conception, for were there not deaths, disappointments, murmurings,
and rebellions by the way 1 They journeyed on, but the land seemed
still ve1'y far off; the Day Star yet very far from rising, and the twilight
hours yet very far from dawn. Thus, down to the last Prophet,
Malachi, they had it not in possession, and yet held God true to
His promise, that yet some better thing was in store for them. And
at length, at God's appointed season, at His fixed decree, His inheritance came in the Person of that little Babe of Bethlehem. Let us
ever remember that all God's gifts to His children are centred in the
Person of a precious Christ. Hence St. Paul points Him out as more
enduring substance. "The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance
lInd of my cup; Thou maintainest my lot."
We need to always bear
lIlat in mind throughout the Scriptures. Even Ohrist pointed it out
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Himself. "In the law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the
Psalms, concerning Me." It should be our chief aim and search, if
we would read aright and to profit. May the Holy Spirit ever set
this forth when we take up God's Holy Word. May He take of the
things of Christ, and show them unto His waiting children. They
Illeed Him, and without Him they cannot live. He is their Bread of
!Life, which, as David says, "His children esteem more than their
!D.ecessary food."
Peter has Christ in his heart when he sweetly describes this inlheritance. See how he bursts forth in exultation, "Blessed be the God
.and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a livt;ly hope by the resurrection
·of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and
,un defiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who
·are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation." And
does not your heart respond to this, beloved-that Christ is all your
·desire, and that He is all your" great recompense of reward" ~ that He
will be your heaven of heavens ~ Is He not, in your estimation, the
Altogether Lovely One-the Inheritance and Portion that is " incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away" 1 Thus kept looking forward,
JOU can enter in the sweet
prospect with which the writer of the
<following lines was indulgedH

H

Oh, the blessed joy of meeting,
All the desert past!
Oh, the wondrous words of greeting
He shall speak at last!
He and I, in that bright glory,
One deep joy shall share;
Mine, to be for eyer with Him,
His, that I am there."

Yes; your bliss of heaven will be, that you and He are in sweet
·company. I know there has been much speculation as to what heaven
will be, and of what our work will consist, and what our reward 1
'That is not mine to conjecture; and since our best descriptions of
lmmanuel's land are given by the Revelation of Jesus Christ to His
beloved John in the negative, it is not mine to search beyond these,
upon which the veil is drawn to my finite eyes. Sufficient to me is
the knowledge that eternal bliss shall be mine from the moment I am
~arried within heaven's portals to be ill His presence, where there is
"[ulness of joy"; and at His right hand are" pleasures for evermore."
Methinks I shall want no more than this; yea, can bring Him no more
'than this unworthy, hell-deserving self, redeeml~d by His precious blood•
.and received by His merits into His kingdom.
Preserved unto His heavenly kingdom! What a word is that! Do you
think He will lose any of His purchase 1 Do you fear lest you shall be
<lvercome by the way 1 Do you think it possible that one can be lost for
whom Christ has died 1 Oh, no; as surely and securely as the inheritance is laid up for His children, so are His children kept for it. It is
nserved, laid up beyond all harm for them, whilst they are preserved
unto the fulness of possession. Now the word that Peter uses in the
2 E
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first chapter of his first Epistle, and fourth verse, when speaking of thisincorruptible inheritance being reserved, and the word which Paul'
applies to the Church of the living God, whom he prays may "be
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ," have·
precisely the same definition, i.e., to keep an eye upon, to watch, and
hence to guard and keep in safety. So that the people and their
inheritance are one, their God is one, and both alike the object of
His care and preservation. Thus their comfort is they cannot fall short
of the inheritance, for they are preserved for it. Neither can the
inheritance be taken from them, since God has reserved and guarded it
as theirs for ever. An eternal covenant has arranged it, that befor&
all time, when well He knew how they would deal very treacherously,.
that they should be preserved beforehand, and be preserved all the
way. Oh, there is sweet comfort in this, beloved, because our own
heart would so often condemn us when we daily and hourly prove its.
own depravity and worthlessness for anything short of hell.
Here we are reminded of another lesson from our text, that, although
Levi was to have no part in the dividing of the land, yet some cities.
out of the several tribes were to be their allotted dwelling-places, six of
which were to be the Cities of Refuge. You know how these six cities.
pointed directly to Ohrist. Kedesh meaning holy; Shechem, strength;
Hebron, fellowship; Bezer, stronghold; Ramoth, exaltation; and Golan,
joy; all of which blessings we have in Him, the Ark of our Refuge.
" That I may cause them that love Me to inherit substance"; and that
substance is in the Person of a precious Christ, in whom all fulness,
all riches, for time and eternity, dwell. And it is He that causes His.
children to inherit Himself, so that they possess that which can never
be taken away. It may be that "the sacrifices of the Lord God of
Israel made by fire, shall be the inheritance" of His spiritual Israel, but
it shall only bring them every possible good, whilst it shall burn upall that is worthless. The fire will purge all the dross, but not somuch as singe a hair of their heads. The same di,ine care and
almighty power that permitted "the furnace exceeding hot, and theflame of the fire to slay those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego," yet preserved His servants unhurt, so that they wereseen "walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt," for
the Son of God was with them.
Look forward, and upward, beloved; may your soul rise above thes&
transitory things, and faith stretch her wings and soar to the land of
promise, and claim as her rightful portion, even now, the inheritance
which is laid up, and to which all the intricacies of the present journey
are but leading you. Then, far beyond all earthly things, not comparable in their greatest and best, will be that which is reserved for
you in heaven, and for which you are preserved until the appointed
time of possession. Then Levi shall have a far better portion than
anything could have brought him here, for "the Lord is his inheritR.
ance, according as the Lord thy God promised him."
PRAYER is the task and labour of a Pharisee, but the privilege and
delight of a Christian.
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THE TESTIMONY OF ONE OF GOD'S WITNESSES.
GOD, as a Sovereign, gives us what text He pleases, and very often
with me He doubles all the rest of the Bible down, and will not let
me look at it. Again and again have I gone into my study, and said,
"No, I will not have that text; I have preached from one very like
that lately; and sometimes He has allowed me to turn over leaf after
leaf for another, and groan, and cry, and kick; but no; "This or
none-this or none!" Well, at last I give in, and I will take the text
He sends me. "And now, poor soul, having given thee the text, I will
tell thee how to handle it." "Oh, but I want to handle it so and so;
I have a very pretty plan in my mind." "Nay, but I will give thee
Mine." My hearers, the ministers of Christ find out that their Master
is an absolute Sovereign. He gives them what text and sermon and
hymn He pleases, and I do think I should have given up preaching long
ago but for this. I have sometimes said, "I will speak no more in
His name" (you none of you know how God's ministers are exercised)and I have quitted my study in deep distress, wishing to get awayalmost determined, like Jonah, to pay my fare, and go to Tarshish,
and never go near Nineveh, and have no more to do with preaching,
and I have turned my back upon my Bible, bound up in very nice
morocco. " Ob," says my Master, "I do not want that" ; but He takes
a portion of His Word, and follows me with it into my garden, or to
a sick-bed, round and round my chapel, while I am thinking all the
time, "Oh, I cannot preach from that!" and sometimes He uses it
like a hammer, and gives me· such a blow with it on the head, that I
am broken to pieces. Blessings on His name, He is a Sovereign. He
sends us where He will, and to whom He will, as He sent His
Prophet, when He would have slunk out like a coward. "Son of man
go where I tell thee;" and that is not all, but "thou shalt say all
that I told thee." And that is His way still.-Joseph Irons.
[We wondtlr what those who beg, borrow, or steal tbeirsermons would
say to such a testimony from an old minister, a very champion for
truth, as the foregoing 7-ED.]

THE REV. GEORGE HEWITT.
(See Portmit.)

THE Rev. GEORGE HEWITT, whose portrait appears in our present
Number, was tbe intimate friend of the beloved Dr. HEwLETT, of
Astley. He was ordained in the year 1865. Our personal acquaintance began when he was Curate of St. George's, Liverpool. He was
appointed to the Incumbency of St. Luke's, Prestonville, Brighton, in
the year 1877, where he has gathered around him a congregation by
whom he is deservedly beloved and respected. He proclaims the truth
in its experimental fulness and blessedness, and is a special observ~r
and testifier of the leadings of Divine Providence; nor is he ashamed
of the word "Protestant."
2 E 2
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THE CENSUS-ITS VOICE AND ITS LESSONS.
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,
BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, ON SUNDAY EVENING, APRIL 5TH, 1891.

"So teach us to number our days, that we may apply O'ltr hearts unto u'isdom."
-PSAT.1,I xc. 12.
To my youngest hearers only I need say, that to-day is a day of historic
interest, for to-night every inhabitant of the British Isles wiII be
·enrolled as a member of the State. Ten years ago 36,000,000 were
-enrolled; the anticipated number now is 40,000,000, and to-night all
''Will be enrolled.
It is a wonderful thought that such a human act can be accomplished,
.and with so little difficulty. Last year an Act of Parliament provided that
.all necessary ~teps should be taken to make the numbering as easy as
lJossible, and to-night it wiII be done. That is what man can do.
In the Bible is the Book of Numbers, so called because it contains
the account of the numbering of Israel. God commanded that census
to be taken. It was a religious act, and everyone over twenty was
commanded to pay a small sum, half a shekel. I know not what
practical form this census will take with you, dear friends; but it
seems it would be well to show gratitude to God for ten years'
mercies. It is well to be thankful. One of Israel's sins was forgetfulness of God. God says of His people, "The ox knoweth his owner,
and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, My people
doth not consider" (Isa. i. 3). They did not consider God's love and
faithfulness. May this never be brought against us as a nation!
though it is much to be feared we do not remember what God has
done for us. What are we that He should so have blessed us 1 We
are no better than others, for we have only to go back over our
history to see that our forefathers worshipped idols and built altars to
the sun. But God sent His word, and "it ran swiftly," and He
brought in the light of Christianity.
And let us remember that Ireland was largely used as a means in
this, for Ireland sent missionaries to England and Scotland as well as
to the Continent. But dark days have come to Ireland since then, and
England has not been innocent of causing much trouble there. Ireland
was happy and prosperous until England entered into a treaty with the
Pope, and Ireland was given over to her government. Prosperity has
been given to us as a nation, both by land and sea, and let us not
forget that all our power belongs to God.
David also numbered the people. God had not commanded it; David
.did it through pride. He did not demand the half shekel; it was a
wicked, wanton act. David sinned, and the nation suffered; for unless
the ll3.tion protests against royal sins, the people suffer for it. There
was a protest entered against David's numbering the people, but only a
feeble one, and then the nation yielded. A protest is of no use unless,
'by the grace of God, it is followed out. David sinned-the people
suffered-and a sacrifice must be made. A sacrifice typifying Christ was
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offered on Mount Moriah, and God accepted it, and the plague was
stayed. I lay emphasis on this because history repeats itself, and what
was sin thousands of years ago is sin now, in a nation that is wonderfully like Israel.
I have read the Census paper (as no doubt many of you have), and
it has suggested, I trust, some profitable thoughts. Ten years ago, when
preaching on this subject, I made this remark, "There are many columns
to be filled, but one is missing. There is no column for 'Where born
again 1' " And this is really my subject to-night, for the paper suggeststhe same again. Have we eternal life' Had there been a column for
"Where born again 1" how many could have filled it up definitely as to
whether or not they were born again 1 Perhaps not able definitely to·
sa.y where, or give date, but able to say, '" One thing I know, that
. whereas I was blind, now I see '-that whereas I was once a stranger
to Jehovah-Tsidkenu, yet now He is 'the Lord my Righteousness , that though once I knew not the Lord Jesus, nor cared for Him, now
I do love Him, and long daily to follow Him, and be made like Him.' ,.
This is the last census in this century. A solemn thought! The
next will be taken in the twentieth century, if the Lord tarry. What
may happen before then 1 I do not know, or care to know, the time
of His coming, for I remember, and so do you, what the Lord said
about it. But we know that all is in our Father's hand-all lovingly
and tenderly arranged. What changes have occurred during the last ten
years! The map of Europe has completely changed colour. And what
shall we say of the next ten years, not only in connection with other
countries, but also in our own 1
We have often noticed how much is crowded into the month of
December, and so may not the last decade of this century surpass the
previous ones in changes and importance 1 'What changes we recall in
our own lives and our own homes during the past ten years! How
many have been called home! Oh, how many changes we can think of,
both in inward experience and in our outward lives! And we think of
the changes which the next ten years must bring; but we know all
will be cared for, all arranged by our Father, who holds us in His
loving hand.
In the first column of the Census paper we have to record our names
-the names given to us in our unconscious infancy, by tender, loving,
godly parents. Those names will be recorded and lodged in a safe
place in the Metropolis for future reference. These are our ea1'th names,
I think; for I remember, in the Old Testament, God changed the names
of some of His dear people, but only for a better one, always a better
one. We read, "I will write upon him My new name" (Rev. iii. 12).
For to the believer all is new. The new name-the heavenly namethe name written before the foundaticm of the world by God-this is
the name He calls His children by. Christ, when on earth, said to
His disciples who came back to Him rejoicing in their power to cast
out demons, "Rejoice not that the spirits are subject unto you; but
rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven" (Luke x. 20).
So you see something is better than miraculous power, namely, to have
a name known by God, and attested by Jesus as written in heaven.
The "new name" -salvation name-is written in the Lamb's book of
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life, and He only opens it. What a mercy that the « Lord knows them
that are His." There is no confusion as He looks down on His children. We see professors and possessors, believers and unbelievers; but
He knows all. God calls the stars by their names; not by heathen or
astronomical names, but by the names He gave and by which He rules
them. And so with His children-stars, too-stars in multitude, stars
in His right hand; different in service, different in their spheres, but
~ll called by a new name. These are the sons of God, who have been
made partakers. of a Divine nature. \
So the second column in the Oensus paper is interesting-" Relation
to Head of Family." Some will be entered as sons, as daughters, even
the new-born babe of this evening, as yet un-named, will be entered.
Dear friends, pardon my question (it may be our last Oensus service),
" Oan we say, in the sight of God, God is my Father ~ " Not" Father"
{lnly, in the sense of Creator. Thus He is the Father of the raindrop,
for the" rain has a Father"; but in a childlike, simple faith, can we
claim to be a child of God through Ohrist ~
Again, the next column-" Age last Birthday." Some of us can say
how many years it is since Jesus called us by His grace, and brought
us into the fold. Paul said, "I knew a man in Christ." You can
perhaps say, "I have known Him for twenty years, perhaps forty years
or more. Sometimes He calls very early in life, sending into His vineyard. Some enter at the eleventh hour, but they all enter when called.
May God keep us from making Ohristians of ourselves! Only by a
living union with Christ can we be Ohristians. Only by the power of
the Holy Ghost can we be brought into union with Him, become one
with Him, and He one with us.
Then comes "Occupation." We have to set down our occupation.
The Master says, "Occupy till I come." He is no hard task-master.
Is there anything hard in giving "the cup of cold "ater" to he disciple for His sake? Oh, the smallest service is recognized by Him,
and will not be forgotten when He reckons up His people. You
remember the words of Malachi iii. 16. There "e read of a people
not called to prominent service, but those who tlVJl.lght upon the Lord,
and spake of Him one to another. Yet it was a question of service.
They thought of, and so spake of, His dear Name, the" Name which is
above every name." Oh, for grace to be occupied! There is strong probability that the term of our service will be ended before another ten years
pass. Oh, to be ready to receive the reward, not fm', but "in keeping
His commandments"! Oh, for grace to be engaged in His service,
whether actively or not, as He shall see best. For it is sometimes
far harder to wait, to be still, than to speak or serve more actively.
Another column inquires, "Whether employed on own account." Ah!
is not that the case of many professors ~ May we be kept simple ill
{lur faith, simple as little children. We IYant not fleshly wisdom in our
faith, for what " is of the flesh is flesh."
The last column, and there provision is made for the blind, dumb,
&c. Let us thank God if to-night we have eyes to see, and ears to
hear. But spiritually we are all blind by nature, for unless God says,
"Let there be light," darkness must remain. May we, by God's grace,
learn the lessons taught by this solemn providence.
F. S. F.
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THE DOUBLE DREAM.
J HAD been in a state of mind, more or less, for days, that was
.attended with an amount of self-reproach lean by no means express.
Suffice it to say, that I felt so powerless to overcome the discontent
{)f which, in one solitary particular, I was the subject, that I could only
cry mightily and repeatedly to the Lord to remove it. I could scarcely
be more sensible than I was of the forgetfulness and ingratitude, the
feeling of which I speak betrayed. It was, moreover, the more intensified by the varied facts and most marked circumstances with which
I, at the time, again and again came in contact. They were most
varied, and each, in its own way, was fraught with its o.wn significant
teaching. 'What added to the teaching was, my own personal recognition
·of the facts, as, one by one, they were presented. .I knew their
meaning. I heard their voice. I was deeply sensible of its pointedness and significancy. I felt it was the old heart-and-home charge,
"Thou art the man!" And there was, to a certain and a very great
extent, moreover, the falling under the accusation and admission of its
·justice; but, strange as it may appear, there was likewise the felt
inability so to realize the condition, and so to yield as to overcome
the feeling. It was a conflict, indeed, between a deeply-conscious
right and wrong. '\Vhatever the source of wrong-doing and corresponding vexation and mortification as the effect on the one hand, there
was, nevertheless, on the other hand, an equally deep sense and a
·corresponding recognition of the counteracting mercies and the distinguishing privileges at the very same time, and under the then
existing circumstances, so largely and so pointedly and so conspicuously
vouchsafed. These, as already intimated, were in so varied and re
peated a manner brought before me; and yet, notwithstanding their
recognition, and in spite of the consideration that they were sent as
special reminders and significant lessons, still the vexed, resistant,
·turbulent feeling remained. There was the deep consciousness of it.
There was at the very time, moreover, the inward chiding and significant reproach, "The rebellious dwell in a dry land." Yea, there
was even more; lfor there was not only the consciousness of the
presence of the vexed feeling with its attendant ingratitude and unbecomingness, but there was, at the same time, an acute sense of its
wrongfulness, and a corresponding amount of self-hate and personal
abhorrence, which defy language to express. Job's," I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes "-David's, "I was as a beast before Thee"
-Peter's, "Depart from me, I am a sinful man, 0 Lord," were repeated
·at the mercy-seat, as exactly descriptive of one's state and tone of mind.
It was heartfelt, most sincere and emphatic. There was, however,
notwithstanding the conflict-the springing up, on the other hand, of
the unreasonableness, the unfairness, the injustice of the contrary state
of things. Yet, by comparison, the mercies far, far outweighed the
miseries-the good outmatched the evil-the advctntage far surpassed the
·disaclvantage. This was felt. There was no attempt at denial. It could
but be admitted as a fact. Moreover, the deeper the realization, the
more acute the then and there sense of the sinfulness of the forgetfulness of mercies and the ingratitude on account of them. All that
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seemed to remain, under the crushed condition and the thorough
self-hate and creature abhorrence, was the plaintive cry, the heartfelt;
importunity, the "Lord, help! Lord, subdue! control! restrain! Lord,
succour! defend! deliver! Lord, bring forth from this cramped, carnal,.
wretched, flesh-and-blood condition! 'Lord, save, or I perish!'"
In this state of mind and under these circumstances, which hall!
prevailed for days, I once again retired for the night. Ah! and with
a great amount of dread of the midnight exercises. The night
conflict and the deadly assaults of the enemy in times of sleeplessness,
are by no means strange or uncommon with me, but quite the
contrary. Hence the fear of repetition, the deep-felt sense of helplessness, and the ardent cry for mercy and forbearance to Him who alone
can rebuke the adversary, and sustain and deliver the affrighted and
powerless one. At length, after falling asleep, I had a dream, so heartharassing-so acute-so distressing, as to fill me with the most unutterable anguish. It seemed at once to throw every vexation-every trial
-every affiiction, completely into the shade. In imagination, all else
dwindled into nothingness. The trial was all-absorbing, the event
agonizing to the last degree j and yet, upon awaking-and that, too,
with an intense sense of gratitude that it had been but a dream-it
was no stern reality-there was the consciousness that the scene thus
presented to the imagination in sleep was by no means either
unlikely or unfrequent, but events of the most common occurrence,
yet not the less acute or distressing. Then came the twofold feeling
of gratitude for being spared such visitations, and the wonder at any
poor fellow creature being su.<;tained under them.
Whilst meditating upon the mercy thus vouchsafed, in being saved
from such calamity, and the contemplation of how it would haveoutweighed and eclipsed one's present vexed and irritated state of'
mind, upon the ground already expressed, again I fell asleep, but only
to have brought before me the most critical, exciting, and perilous
state of things imaginable. The whole town or city was in a state of
siege. The enemy had already reached our shores, and was rapidly
coruing into still closer quarters. Every house was in a state of thedirest confusion. Dismay reigned supreme. Resistance seemed impossible. Every moment the troops were expected, making, too, theirdeadly onslaught. Escape was hopeless-death and desolation certain.
In this state of excitement again I awoke, gratefully to discover it
was but a dream, and that the God of all grace, and the Father of
mercies, had spared me those scenes and those dire calamities which
had but too frequentiy visited other lands and effected the most
deadly havoc and destruction. Here, tberefore, was fresh reason and
further grounds for a renewed sense of boundless goodness and unmerited mercy, grace, ana compassion.
Again, after a season of grateful reflection upon being spared such
calamities as that of which I had dreamt, I fell asleep, and tbis
time it was to awake with the precious words applied at once to
one's heart, "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because tbe
Lord bath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek j He
hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the pr.ison to them that are bound,;;
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to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance
of our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them that
mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy foJ"
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that
He might bo glorified" (Isa. lxi. 1-3); and this precious portion was
immediately followed with the last three verses of the 91st Psalm,
"Because he hath set his love upon Me, therefore will I deliver'
him: I will set him on high, because he hath known My name. He
shall call upun Me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in
trouble; I will deliver him and honour him. With long life will I
satisfy him, and show him My salvation."
Reader, how marvellous is the goodness-how wondrous the patience
-how boundless the mercy of the God of all grace! I am bound to
say, that the longer I live, the more I wonder, admire, and adore t
I can but add, in the words of Dr. WATTS, which, although they
have been familiar to me for some sixty-five years, were never more
fully or sincerely the language of my heart than now" And are we wretches yet alive?
And do we still rebel?
'Tis boundless, 'tis amazing love,
That bears us up from hell."
D. A. D,.

"I SHALL BE SATISFIED."
(PSAD!

xvii. 15.)

" I SHALL be satisfied! "
Not in this desert wild;
Where Sodom-apples fair
Deceive the hungry child;
Not where the mirage-fountains gay
Delude the thirsty day by day.

" I shall be satisfied! "
Not here, where floods arise,
And swiftly sweep away
The precious things we prize;
Not here, where N oah's weary dove
Could find no rest, no answering love-.

" I shall be satisfied! "
Not in this dreary land,
Which yielded thorns for Christ,
Which yields them for His band;
Not where the water all would shun,
The Marah-pool, awaits each one.

" I shall be Eatisfied !"
Not where my Master bore
The faintness and the pain
Of hunger true and sore;
Not where upon the cross accursed,
In mortal pangs, He cried, "I thirst."

" I shall be satisfied! "
Not while I feebly work
Where Kedar's * tents are pitched,
Where Kedar's archers lurk;
Not where the olive, fair and green,
The sign of peace, is never seen.

"I shall be satisfied! "
Not in this desert place;
But when, in Pamdiee,
I see my Saviour's face;
Then I shall have no spirit-voidThen, then I shall be satisfied.
ISA.

GOOD nature is more agreeable in conversation than wit, and gives a.
certain air to the countenance which is more amiable than beauty.

*

Psalm cxx. 5-7.

Tile Gospel Magazine.
THE BIBLE IN MADAGASCAR.
AT a recent meeting on behalf of the British alid Foreign Bible Society,
·some very interesting testimony was gi ven to the power of sustaining
and nourishing God's believing children in the faith, which power He has
graciously imparted to His written Word, when applied by the Holy
Spirit. So that when in Madagascar fierce and cruel persecution drove
.away or destroyed missionaries, pastors and teachers, yet the infant
'·Church there was nourished by the "sincere milk of the Word." When
the persecuting Queen died and was succeeded by one who stayed all
.persecution, and allowed freedom of worship to her Christian subjects.
it was found that a goodly number, who had fed in secret on the
.carefully-treasured Scriptures, were strong in the Lord and able to
witness for Him.
In recent and more peaceful times, one of the native Christians, who
.had himself passed the time of persecuting tribulation, asked a
,missionary if he would like to see the place of meeting for worship,
which was used when Christian worship was proscribed by the ruling
,powers. On the offer being accepted, he showed Mr. S-- a kind of
trap-door, giving entrance to an underground passage. This passage
led into a chamber excavated out of the rocky ground. Here in this
cold, damp place the Christians were accustomed to assemble. The
.guide said to the missionary, "Our hearts were so filled with gladness that we were obliged to sing, but we were obliged to sing under
-our breath, lest we. should be overheard and be in danger of being
discovered. We were quite glad when it was a very stormy night,
.for then we could raise our voices without risk of being heard beyond
the tempest that was raging above-ground."
During the persecution, many of the Christians were obliged t.o leave
their families, and conceal themselves in the woods or other places of
-security, only stealing back for a brief interview with their dear ones
when they could hope to escape observation.
One of the Christians thus stealthily visiting his home, thinking that
he had not been discovered, joined his family in worship; but he had
been noticed returning, and soldiers were sent to arrest him. He was
.engaged in reading aloud one of the Psalms (1 think it was Psalm xxv.),
when the door was opened, and there stood two soldiers; he saw them,
but went on reading without seeming to observe them. After listening
.awhile, the soldiers quietly closed the door and went away, and the
Christian was permitted to escape unmolested. Thus was God graciously
.pleased to preserve His faithful servant.
Should not such incidents as these stir our hearts, here in England,
to profound gratitude for the high privileges so long enjoyed in this our
,highly favoured land 1
Since the death of Queen Mary, in 1558, it has been granted to our
.country to see "the Word of God have course and be glorified."
J'rivilege involves responsibility. How highly should we prize, and how
diligently should we prayerfully study, "the Holy Scriptures, which are
.able to make wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."
We should not allow Rationalism, with cold and irreverent criticism, to
.destroy our Bible before our eyes. V{e should not permit Ritualism to
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scrawl over its sacred pages, myths, fables of man's invention, so-called
traditions of the Ohurch, thus obscuring the magnificent simplicity of
Gospel truth. We should not let Romanism lock up the sacred treasure,
taking away the· key of knowledge, and thus hindering souls from
entering the kingdom of heaven. N or should we let Satan lull us into
sleepy indifference to the Gospel. "Now is the accepted time; now is
the day of salvation." May the Lord preserve us from anyone and
everyone of these soul-destroying follies, and may His Holy Spirit
enable us tQ receive the truth in the love thereof, by our lives bearing
witness to its saving power, and giving glory to God through our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Ohrist.
":Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God,
be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen" (1 Tim. i. 17).

Glijton.

E. L. T.
~nrt£,';ita:nt ~£a:!On.
WHAT ARE WE OOMING TO 1

Du. M01l1ERIE recently delivered a lecture at Prince's Hall, Piccadilly, on
"The Oorruption of the Ohurch," in the course of which he stated : The doctrine of predestination was also a delusion which must be
rejected, as it made God the most wicked being possible for the human
mind to conceive. The doctrine of the Trinity was a blundering misconception of the originai text, and the vulgar theory of the crucifixion
was a contradiction in terms, and therefore jargon and nonsense. All
the ignorant blunders of barbarism were stereotyped in the fundamental
doctrines of Christendom. One of these three fundamental doctrines was
grossly immoral, and the other two were absolutely ridiculous, and the
whole of orthodoxy was incomprehensible. The idea of hell was monstrous,
and the Bible was not infallible, for it was full of contradictions. A
Church which held these doctrines must be corrupt, and everything
corrupt was corrupting; therefore the Church must have a mischievous
influence upon human life. Its teachings were intellectually degrading,
and were quite incompatible with the exercise of the mind. It encouraged
immorality in general and cruelty in particular. The Church was quite
out of harmony with modern civilization, and intellectually and morally
it was centUl'ies behind the age. The Church must be reformed from
within or it would be destroyed from without. There must be no tinkering of the creeds, but a radical sweeping away of all delusions. For
want of adaptation the Church was dead, and nothing else could save it.
Oommenting upon the above, the Oity Press says:The statement published in several contemporaries to the effect that
Dr. MOMERIE is about to deliver a lecture at Princes' Hall on "The
Corruption of the Church," and that he was christened "Mumerie,"
which he afterwards altered to MOilIERIE, has led to a curious error.
As a matter of fact, his father's name is MUMJlfERY, and he was a Congregational minister and hon. secretary of the Apprenticeship Society
for the Sons of Ministers, and of the Book Society. Dr. MOMERIE is
a singular man, and in the course of his lecture he will endeavoUl' to
trace the mischievous effects of ecclesiasticism in science, art, society.
literature, and in every department of life. Strange to say, the learned
doctor does not intend leaving the Church, the alleged weaknesses of which
he is so fond of exposing.
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[It would seem as if the before-named gentleman anticipated the effects.
of his strange ideas, and hence changed his name, lest such "mUTIjmeries" as he intended to propagate would carry no weight with,
them, but sink into tho oblivion they so richly deserve. It is announced
in the papers that he intends giving his lecture once a year for the
next ten years! Poor mortal! Like all the rest of the children of a
fallen head, with "his breath in his nostrils," how dare he calculate
upon what he intends to do during the next ten years1 He may not
live as many months, weeks, days, or even hours; and oh, if Divine
grace and mercy interpose not, what a fearful day of reckoning awaitsthat miserable, deluded so-called "professor" !-ED.]
E~GLAND'S APOSTASY.
THE Rev. Dr. BROWN, of Bedford, does not seem to have minceel
matters while presiding at the fifty-ninth annual meeting of the
Congregational Union of England and Wales at the City Temple the
other day, for his address upon what he considers a direct breach of
the Protestant faith was at once stirring and pungent. Thus the Rev.
Dr. BROWN launches forth his thunderbolts at the head of rampant
Ritualism, for, speaking of a forthcoming visit to England ot' a hundred
ministers of the Gospel froUl the United States, he says:"A hundred persecuted Englishmen left us in search of freedom
nearly three centuries ago, and next July a hundred of their childrel1
will come back to us to tell us what God has done for them, and to
see, also, how it still fares with us. While these guests of ours from
the West are with us, they will probably look round our cities and
towns, and perhaps our villages, to see how, religiously, it still fares
with us. They will find the Episcopal Church no longer professing to
be the bulwark of Protestantism, for a large section of its clergy scout
the very name of Protestant; they will find a teaching ministry turned
into a sacrificing priesthood, and the communion-table into an altar;
they will learn that the Archbishop of Canterbury has recently been
delivering formal and solemn judgment at Lambeth, not on some great
question of faith or morals, but to decide whether it is proper for a
. bishop to burn candles in broad daylight, to mix water with wine, to
make the sign of the cross at this point or that, and whether he ought
to stand at the north side of the communion-table, showing the people
his face, or at the west side, turning his back. They will find music,
processions, incense, and varied ceremony taking the place of religious
instruction, the confessional creeping stealthily into use again, and some
ecclesiastical problems of an earlier time turning up in anxious shape
once more."-City Press.

"DOGBERRY," in the City P1'ess, says that "at the twenty-first
anniversary in St. Paul's Cathedral, on June 4th, of the London
Gregorian Choral Association, banners will be carried in a procession
round the church, and thus in many ways the Rev. Dr. BROWN'S
fierce criticism seems justified. High forms, and empty, unmeaning
ceremonials are no part of the practice of the Protestant faith, and
they should be at once abandoned."
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CHESTERFIELD CHURCH.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIsT,-Another incident in the ministry of
·dear Mr. KNOX has been brought most vividly to my mind.
In" A Note by the Way," your dear daughter says she was told by
her friend that, for many years the word of truth had been preached
'in Chesterfield Church, but that now Ritualism prevails. I am not sur,prised at this, as I was in Chesterfield at the time when the first step
was taken on the" down grade" to Popery and perdition.
A few years after Mr. KNOX left Chesterfield, the Archdeacon had
-the interior of the church "restored," or re.modelled, on the Popish
plan. A portion of the building which intervened between the pulpit
and the communion-table-now re·named the" altar "-was taken away,
giving a full view of the wretched thing, with its miserable trappings,
'to nearly every part of the church. When the alterations were completed, Mr. KNOX was invited to re-open the church. He did re-open
it, but it was a re-opening which I scarcely think the Archdeacon
expected. The church was crowded, and the Archdeacon sat immediately in front of the parson. I have no recollection of the subject of
his sermon, but I shall never forget how, when near its close, he
,suddenly turned round towards the "altar" with an expression of
intense disgust, and, pointing his arm directly at it, he exclaimed in a
voice of thunder, " We have no altar ! We need no altar but Christ 1
:He alone is our altar! and the sacrifice too!" It was like an electric
shock. And I remember no more of the circumstance, except a remark
which my sister made to me as we left the church. With a delighted
smile, she said, ,. Poor KNOX! he will never be invited to preach in
.chesterfield Church again!" And, so far as I know, he never was.
.Brave, noble, honest-hearted KNOX! Being dead, thou yet speakest !
.oh, for a dozen of the same stamp in reprobate England now!
I am, dear brother, yours affectionately in Christ,
Scarborough.
W. S. ROBINSON.
[We most heartily respond to the wish expressed by our aged and
much-eteemed correspondent, at the close of his letter, namely, that not
merely a dozen, but scores -yea, hundreds-of such men as the noble
KNOX (highly-favoured name!) might be raised up, at the present
juncture, to protest against the self-seeking, men-pleasing, conscienceneglecting, unprincipled men of the times-men who are sacrificing all
that is sacred as regards the privileges and protection of dear old
England, and leaving a legacy to coming generations that may well
stamp their miserable mummeries with the greatest odium and the most
thorough contempt, as having been the destroyers, rather thaa the
{].efenders, of their Church and country.-ED.]
THE condition of our life, what is it but a rose, a grass, a picture, a
play, a sleep, a dream, an image of death 1-Ambrose.
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THE OLD BEATEN PATH TO THE KINGDOM; OR, AM I
ON THE RIGHT ROAD ~

1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-In your farewell letter to your parishioners, you mention
two things in your own experience which I was certainly surprised to
read of; very likely mentioned, as it were, incidentally, and yet they
have been "helps to me by the way."
The first is, you mention you have a bad memory, and cannot quote
with accuracy, therefore necessitating constant reference. Now this has
been and is a constant trouble to me-my inability to remember with
accuracy either whole verses or portions of Scripture, or more than a
verse or two of a hymn (1).
I am immersed in business many hours daily, and therefore cannot
but expect that my memory is stuffed with a heterogeneous mass of
business items. If this were aJl, I shoula not mind so much, but I am in
contact with various people, and am constantly obliged to hear sundry items
relating to both the racing and theatrical world, to say nothing of the
ever-present squabbling of politics (2). All these things get mixed up
with legitimate business matters, and seem to stay, so that I can remember
a lot of worse than useless rubbish, while I easily forget the better things.
When Sunday comes, it seems I can remember so little of a sermon or
of God's Word, in comparison with the aforenamed things. In fact, the
things I would forget, those I remember; while those things I would
recollect, I seem to lose almost entirely. Again, I have a business
companion who is an agnostic; who, being brought up religiously, can
quote, it seems, any number of portions of Holy Writ, only to ridicule
and attempt to reason away the very foundations of our faith with an
the art and philosophy of the" higher criticism," as it is called. Another
one is a member of a choir, and can repeat numbers of the most
beautiful Psalms-often able to go through an entire senice without the
Prayer Book, though without any love to them, except from a musical
point of view. How often do I wish I had their memories, and have
put it down as a black mark against myself; but, when I read that yOll
are subject to the same thing, I am somewhat encouraged, though it may
justly be objected that it is of a negative nature, yet "He knoweth our
frame, and remembereth that we are dust" (3).
The second point you mentioned is, that for a period of forty years
you were, for the most part, free from that fear of death that you have
of late years been subject to. Having been acquainted with your writings
only of late years, I do not recollect the reading of this phase of your
experience before. After being in a seeking, doubting state for some
fifteen years, God, in His own way, brought me to hope and trust in
Him, instead of looking to myself, and a fancied standard of experience, as
necessary to my salvation (4). Dear Jom~ NEWTON has truly describedHis dealings with me thus"I hoped that in some favoured hour,
At once He'd answer my request,
And, by His love's constraining power,
Subdue my sins, and give me rest."
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Instead of which"With His own hand He seemed
Intent to aggravate my woe,
Crossed all the fair designs I schemed,
Blasted my. gourds, and laid me low."
Yea, He took away my idol, but gave me Himself, and since then mylanguage has often been"Bless the Lord, my soul, and raise
A glad and grateful song
'ro my dear Redeemer's praise,
For I to Him belong."

I

As for the fear of death, I have had none, and, as far as I am .individually
concerned, it would be welcome; only for the sake of those around me,
if it be His will, would I live on (5).
When, then, I have read of your fear, and also of the many fears of'
others of God's people, I have been led to doubt my standing altogether
-to think my trust is only presumption-my hope the hope of the
hypocrite merely. Have I had no trials, then ~ far from that! many
trials and many deliverances, providentially; but then I have been·
enabled to trust Him more, and not to meet trouble quite so much as
formerly-to believe that as He always has delivered me hitherto, so He
will not forsake me in the future. On the other hand, all this has led
me to think I am going on too smoothly, and, like JOHN BUNYAN'S
character, Ignorance, I shall find I am wrong at last. However, your'
mentioning this blessed confidence that you had for so many years, and
then suddenly to lose it, leads me to hope I am not quite alone.
I would desire to bless His name for all His dealings with me, anc1
hope I shall praise Him for any measure of faith it pleases Him to bestow,
and to trust Him if He should, as in your case, take it away.
It may be, that when commencing to write, you had no intention to·
mention these matters, and my object in writing to you and thus,
trespassing on your time, is to show that what some would call a trivial
matter is ofttimes, in the Lord's hands, made useful to others. Wishing
you every. needful blessing in Him, I remain, yours sincerely,
Willesden, April 25th, 1891.
E. A.
OOllHliENTS.
]. Notwithstanding the remark, in the "Farewell Letter to our
Parishioners," in regard to memory, to which our correspondent refers,..
we believe that there are those who will bless God to aU eternity for
having had what is called a bad memory in their time-state. And
why ~ Because it has instrumentally led them to feel their need-and
in due time to realize the invaluable blessing-of a practical, experimental· knowledge of the Divine Person and work of God the Holy
Ghost. There are multitudes who have an acquaintance with the letter'
of the Word, who can, parrot-like, repeat whole chapters with the
greatest ease and accuracy. Some we have met with who, if a passage
were quoted, could at once state in what book, chapter, and verse it was
to be found. Others, on the contrary, with equal readiness, could state
what such a book, chapter, and verse contained, But neither in the one
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,case or the other was there a particle of true spiritual power attending the
,quotation, nor was the veriest spiritual light or insight connected therewith. It was a simple act or effort of memory, that has reminded us
-of the remark made in our hearing, many years ago, "I have read the
Bible through three times," said the speaker, "but could see nothing
an it." Now, in opposition to this, we admit that there may be just
grounds for sorrow and deep regret, as our correspondent expresses it,
because of the ready recollection of trifling, worthless matters, and, at
the same time, a sad lack of the treasuring up of the Sacred Word, so
as to meditate -upon the same, and, like the cattle, chew the cud after
the grazing. However, in spite of all this so great regret and lamentation, still there is another and a very important light in which to
v.iew the subject. What is it ~ It is when the blessed and eternal
Spirit, in the exercise of His divine sovereignty, and His own rightful
prerogative, as the Remembrancer, is pleased to select a portion of His
own Word, and drop the same into the waiting heart, and, it may be,
,upon the wounded spirit of His poor and oppressed ones. Oh, the
sweetness, the savour, the power, the unction, the dew that attend
thereupon is such as far, far to outweigh and completely to supersede
the reading or accurate acquaintance and familiarity with the mere
~etter of the Word. No such power attends that. No such sweetness
.and savour is felt. No heart-uplifting, no Christ-endearing, no Godexalting, no earth-despising, no heaven-and-home longing, accompany
such reading or remembering. It is the powe1' of the Holy Ghost-it
is the distinct prerogative of that Divine Person of whom Jesus speaks
-that can alone produce such warmth, such mellowness, such supernatural blessedness, when and where He is pleased to apply the Word .
... But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost," said Jesus, "whom
the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I ha,e said unto
you" (John xiv. 26). Again, He said, "Howbeit when He, the Spirit
-of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not
-speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak:
.and He will show you things to come. He shall glorify Me: for He
shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you" (John xvi. 13,14).
Chapter after chapter may have been read, and book after book turned
to-yea, the Sacred Book searched from cover to cover, but no home or
heart·spoken word is found; there is no dew upon either fleece or floor.
All is a blank-a void-for the time being, a nonentity! The passing
surprise is that ever power or sweetness or satisfaction had been expelfienced aforetime. The underlinings here and the marginal jottings
there add to the mystery of the "why" and "wherefore" of their
insertion. Ah! but the mystery is cleared up in a moment, and the
difficult problem solved, when the self same blessed Spirit shines afresh
upon the Sacred Word, and applies this or that portion of it. It mfty
be but a verse, or even a single word, but in His light and by His
power that suffices. Such application supplies, as in a moment, ample
material for a sermon or for whole pages of print. No such labour is
needed-no such wretched drudgery-as was the acknowledgment of a
popular preacher in his day. He confessed that it took him an hOU1'
to prtlpare that which only occupi6d ten minutes in the delivery. From

433

The Gospel M agazz"ne.

euch a state of things, in the language of the Litany, we can but exclaim,
"Good Lord, deliver us !" Thus to pander to the intellectual taste of
a congregation, and gratify the mere philosophical listener, would be to
many-ourselves among them-far more irksome and less desirable
than the humblest manual labour. With respect, moreover, to the
letter of the Word, and the distinctive power which the Holy Ghost is
pleased to shed upon it, we may compare it to what would occasionally
present itself in our old sphere of labour. Oftentimes of a dark or
gloomy day, of a sudden there would shine forth in the distance, from
the high ground upon which our Vicarage was built, a ray of ligLt of
the brightness of a star. What was it that then threw all the surroundings into the shade, and proved itself to be the only object of
attraction, except from the radiance which its own little self threw
around ~ What was it ~ Nought but a tiny bit of glass in wall or
window that had caught the brilliant rays of the sun through the
pierced or passing cloud. This, then, is the effect-this the special
power-that the Holy Ghost gives to the written Word-His own
precious Bible. And this it is will not only supply the preacher or
prompt the writer, but solace the soul in trouble, strengthen the weak
hands, confirm the feeble knees, and give the dying to exclaim, "Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort
me." Oh, blessed Word! Oh, Divine Teacher! Oh, holy Saviour,
the Sum and Substance of that Word! Oh, sacred Trinity, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, we bless Thee that Thou art pleased by this
means to enlighten the ignorant-cheer the distressed-and point the
way to the kingdom where Thy redeemed shall dwell with and adore
Thee to all eternity!
2. Our correspondent speaks of his being immersed in business
matters and his so painfully close contact with the world. As the Lord
the Spirit is pleased to throw light upon his path, he will discover
special mercy in this very state of things. First and foremost, be it
remembered that Jesus, speaking in His prayer to His Father, on
behalf of His disciples, said, "I pray not that Thou shouldest take
What, in the
them out of the world, but keep them from the evil."
Spirit's blessed hand, gives His children such an insight into and Scriptural knowledge of the world, as this personal every-day contact with
it 1 Whence but there do they learn its vain, empty, unsatisfactory
character 1 By what other process do they, from time to time, see and
feel through and by Whom they are made to differ 1 Moreover, how
little at the time do they discover that the very opposition, censure, or
reproach of which our correl!pondent again speaks, are made the very
means of causing them to be on the alert, and keeping them upon
their watch-tower. Soon after our call by grace, and when yet in our
teens, we were taunted by the only son-and that a spoiled one-of
him to whom we were articled. "You will say," he would sneeringly
remark, "this is being persecuted for righteousness' sake." Oh, how we
longed to be freed! "Oh, could I but be placed among the children of
God, how much more favoured and how much happier I should be!
How much more I should live to God's glory." Of a sudden, and in the
most unexpected way, the change came. Instead, however, as we
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wished, being transferred into a godly family, and being closely associated with Christians, we used to regard our altered position as that
of a hell upon earth. There was but one in whom was the semblance
of a profession of Christianity. Knowing, however, the nature of our
surroundings and the characters with whom we were ceaselessly associated, it led to a watchfulness and a caution that has often caused us to
conclude it was the most prosperous of our course, in a spiritual point
Qf view, of our whole life. By contrast, we believe we were never so
heavenly minded as then. As far as memory serves, we never had the
same amount of sacred bedewings as then. ,Ve never remember to have
bad such home -and heavenly longings as then. ,Ve never recollect such
heart-solace as in our daily walking through St. Mary's Churchyard,
Southampton, as was instrumentally awakened by a verse upon a tombstone, upon which we loved to gaze"Welcome, bless'd hour of full discharge,
That sets my longing Boul at large;
Unbinds my chains, breaks up my cell,
And bids me with my God to dwell."
Upwards of sixty years have since passed away, but we grieve to say,
that, notwithstanding all the leading and the myriads of mercies of
which we have been made the partaker, we have no such heart-solace,
and no such home and heaven-longings now as then. It is a fact we
sorely lament, and wish from our inmost soul it were different, but our
inward heart recoils from the process through which we might have to
pass in order to its personal realization.
3. Did time and space permit, we might bring forward proof and
-evidence that, at the time of which we have spoken, and when our
soul was in such a healthy and spiritually-prosperous condition, "e were
situated, as far as worldly associations were concerned, very similarly
-to our correspondent. Nevertheless, as we have already endeavoured to
show, the consciousness of the eyes that were ceaselessly upon us, and the
conviction that they were only waiting and watching for flaws and
failures, in order to reproach, were made instrumental in leading us
to watch and pray, and that far more fervently and continuously, than
under other circumstances we should have done. And that, indeed,
when a change came, we lived to prove.
4. With respect to the next point to which our correspondent refers,
namely, our being for most part delivered from the fear of death, for
forty years, we would have him know that at the time we not only
were .free from fear of death, but so longed for our dismissal, was
when we were in the depths of business trials and perplexities, and
the subject of severe domestic affliction and bereavements. Moreover,
it was then we were marvellously sustained, divinely comforted, and
knew what it was experimentally, with Israel of old, to " eat the paschal
!amb with bitter herbs." These varied means brought us into a divine
familiarity with heavenly things, and instrumentally led us so near to
the Jordan that, whilst we saw those so near and dear to us cross over,
we wanted to go too. But, like Elisha, after parting with Elijah, he
came back into the wilderness, and a wilderness we have proved it to
be, taking off the sharp appetite for spiritual life and blessedness, only
as the Spirit is pleased to stir us up, and that is mostly by some one
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'Or other of the various means He ever has at hand. Among these,
deadening of soul, and death upon the promise~, are not the least to
be felt and dreaded. Well does the poet sing"But m<H'e the treacherous calm I dread,
Than tempests bursting o'er my head."
5. As to your present fearlessness of death beinlS presumptuous, you
no real cause for apprehension,
That which we expressed upon
this very fearlessness and intense desire for it, as exprassed in our
". Conversatio-ns by the Way between Two Pilgrims," was, as just
intimated, at a time and under circumstances when faith was tried
to the utmost.
In conclusion, we will simply add, that, looking to the Lord and
leaning upon Him, as you yourself have expressed it, you have nothing to
fear. As you journey, the circumstances may vary-trials and afflictions
with helps and deliverances alternate; but, as verily as there is a
God in heaven, you shall find Him true to His Word, faithful to His
promise, equal to every emergency. Blessed be His great, His glorious,
His ever-adorable Name, "He will fulfil the desire of them that fear
Him; He also will hear their cry, and will save them!" "Thy shoes
shall be iron and brass, and as thy days so shall thy strength be."
." The Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly,"
" Grace shall complete what grace begins,
To save from sorrow and from sins;
The work that Wisdom undertakes,
Eternal Mercy ne'er forsakes."
~lave

THE EDITOR,

SOVEREIGN GRAOE.
How sweet the song of grace,
To those who know its power;
Who find in grace a Hiding-place,
In every gloomy hour!

1

Oh, wondrous love! to shed
His blood for one so base!
Eternal blessings on His head
For such stupendous grace!

'To those who feel their need,
Their poverty and shame,
{)ur Jesus is a Friend indeedAll glory to His name!

But such are all His ways;
His gifts so rich and free;
And while I live, I'll sing His praise.
Fvr all His love to me.

He found me when a slave
To Satan, sin, and hell ;
His life He gave my soul to save;
" He hath done all things well."

And now, when foes assail,
Himself their rage withstands,
Nor lets the craft of hell prevail
To pluck me from His hands.

With stripes He brought me down;
But we shall never part;
For, while He seemed to wear a frown,
S lVeet love was in His heart.

He'll keep me by His grace,
My weary steps attend,
Until I see Him face to face,
My Everlasting Friend.
W. S. ROBINSON.

;:)cw·bo1'Ough.

I ADMIRE the lamb
pulpit.- Huntington.

In

the closet, but the lion 1::est becomes the

2 F 2
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WORDS OF OHEER.
To the Editor oJ the Gospel Magazine.
HONOURED FRIEND,-I do most earnestly hope you will pardon thegreat liberty I am taking in thus addressing you, but it has been on·
my mind for a long time to do so. I have had the great privilege and
pleasure, for some time, in reading your most valuable and highlyesteemed "Protestant Beacon," the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. All thanks and
all praise be to Him who has given to you the great strength to carry on
for so many years so good and so glorious a work, which must have
been a great boon to many a sorrowful, afflicted, tried, tempted, and
world-hated child of God. Personally I do feel much indebted to you
for your very great help rendered. I well know all good must come
from God, but He does make use of some of His dear ones by way of
comforting their brethren. As one that is somewhat advanced in years,
I do feel that nothing short of His truth can stay my poor soul. His.
truth, for upwards of thirty-five years, has borne me through many a.
trial, temptation, affliction, and grief. For all that time my chequered
experience has been light and shade, mount and valley. Some days,.
and I may say some hours, rejoicing in my Saviour; the next, mourning
after Him-all dark-hundreds of times. How have I questioned
whether the work of grace had really been begun in my heart, or
whether I were altogether under an illusion. Then, again, He hasappeared to me in the most gentle, tender, loving form, enabling me
to grasp, by His grace, the very promise that seemed most suitable in.
my case. Thus His grace has been sufficient for me; and, as my days
have been, so has His strength been given me. I feel I need Him more
and more. I only stand as He holds me up-helpless as a babe-in
myself, not able to perform any thing good apart from Him.
But, dear sir, I am quite afraid I shall weary you with these remarks~
but I do desire to thank you much for all the good you, through
God's rich grace and mercy, have done me. May you yet be spared;
for years to sound the Gospel joyful, soul-comforting news; and forsuch prays yours in Him who loved us, and gave Himself for us,
Higham Ferrers, May 4th, 1891.
AN OLD POLICE-SERGEANT.
P.S.-The other morning I was much struck with the following
words, "Oalled to be saints" (Rom. i. 7). First, the people the Apostlewas addressing. Their previous state, "dead in trespasses and sin" ~
enemies to God; under the curse of a broken law; yielding their membel's" servants to uncleanness, and to iniquity unto iniquity."
Secondly. The calling, and by whom ~ Peter says, in his first Epistle
(v. 10), the saints are" called unto His eternal glory by Ohrist Jesus," orJesus Ohrist. Paul says (1 Oorinthians i. 9)," God is faithful, by whom ye
were called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Ohrist." Again, in his
first Epistle to Timothy, " Lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art alsocalled"; and in Philippians iii. 14, "The high calling of God in Ohrist
Jesus." Hebrews iii. 1, it is called "the heavenly calling." Ephesians
iv. 1, believers are exhorted to "walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
they are called." Isaiah xliv. 7, we find God saying, "And who as I
shall call 1" H. 2, "For I called him" (that is Israel). In Revelation xvii. H.
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'We find those that were with the Lamb were" called and chosen." Again,
in Romans i. 6, they are said to be "the called of Jesus Christ." I
~hink enough has been said to prove beyond all dispute who the Person
~s that has called, and to what the nature of the calling is.
Thirdly. The appellation" Saints." How shall I-how can I-speak
upon a thing so paradoxical 1 The subjects of God's everlasting love, His
tenderest regard, His mercy, His delight, His care, electing love, &c.
Subjects of the new birth, of the Holy Spirit's teaching. Subjects of
the angels' care; the Bride of Christ. Citizens of the new Jerusalem,
·{If Mount Zion. Members of Christ's body. His love, His fair one;
the purchase of His .blood; His redeemed, His Church. A saint a subject of Satan's rage, his malice, his hatred; a target for his darts; a
subject into which he tries to pour his most filthy suggestions and
abominable insinuations.j a subject he is ever trying to ruin, either by
filling up with pride, unbelief, distrust, envy, or malice, &c. A saint
.a subject of the world's hatred, its scorn, and derision: a subject of
the bitter hatred of the greater part of the professing Christian Church,
who are daily his persecutors ~ a subject of persecution from relatives,
from husbands, wives, sons, daughters, and pretended friends: a subject the world seems to want to get rid of: a subject of doubts, fears,
.unbelief, distrusts, self-loathing; often cast down; travels much alone, yet
<Dot alone; in darkness, yet light in the Lord; accuses himself of being
under deception and deserving the hottest hell, yet an heir of heaven;
longing to be with Jesus, yet willing to remain in the body, if so his
Lord is honoured by his living here. What is a saint 1 An immortal
ireasure in a mortal·casket; an immortal soul in a dying body. A
'Saint! The scene of a deadly strife; a battle-field; a continual warfare,
under fire and cross fire; and, what is worst of all, an awful traitor in the
·camp, ever ready to let in the enemy. This looks like an awful picture.
Granted; it does. But need the saint despair 1 Oh no; greater is He that
is in them, than he or they, or all put together, that may be against them.
They have God's smile, Jesus' love, and the Holy Spirit's companionship
.and teaching. All power in heaven is engaged on their behalf. Justified
by God, who can, who dare condemn 1 Christ their Surety, their Substitute; in fact, their All j they need no more. And to Him be all the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
[We warmly greet our unknown friend, but "brother beloved," for
bis precious testimony.-ED.]
A PREDESTINATED REDEEMED.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-I find in God's holy Word, the Bible, several proved facts,
,namely: a Predestinated Redeeme.r, who accomplished a Predestinated
Redemption in a Predestinated Body, being born of a Predestinated
Virgin, at a Predestinated Time; and, considering that God's people are
Predestinated to Adoption, and Predestinated to Holiness in Christ
.Jesus, and are Predestinated to an Inheritance, I think a Predestinated
Redeemed cannot very easily be controverted.-Yours in Him,
MICAIAH.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND RAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-It is with great pleasure that I send you afew testimonies for your kind insertion in the forthcoming number of
your excellent Magazine.
The generous response that was so kindly
made to my appeal in April last enabled me to clear off the debt due
to the publishers of Old Jonathan.
I most heartily thank the many
friends who have helped me so kindly with their gifts. The following
is a list of the contributors :-W. G., 10s..; Mr. Sms, 2s.; A Friend,
2s. 6d.; A Friend, 3s. 9d. Total (including amount acknowledged last.
month) £13 15s. lOd. I also beg to acknowledge, with many thanks,
"In Memoriam" £ 1.
In consequence, however, of the debt with which we began the year,
and of several large subscriptions not having come to hand, we are now
in the greatest need, and £30 will be needed to clear off the debt, and
enable us to carry on this ever-increasing work. May I ask your readers
to help me in this matter at once, as it is a continual worry to me l'
I may add, that since the last report was issued, we have sent out
nine and a-half tons of tracts, books, &c. The carriage and postage
of the boxes and parcels amount to a considerable sum every month.
FROM A SURGEON-MAJOR.
DEAR MADAM,-An apology is due to you for long delay in replying
to your letter. When the scrap-book came the medical officer in charge
of the hospital was away. As I was acting only p1·O. tent., I left the book
in question till he retmned. He was pleased to give permission that it
be placed in the hospital library. If you purpose sending others, they
should be such as that sent, well bound. If you are disposed to send me
a line when sending any books, I shall be pleased to heal' from you. I
was much pleased to see that there are in Salisbury such as you, for
though separated, we are one at heart (Mal. iii. 16, li), as being of one
flock. I must apologize for this hasty letter. It is fatiguing to write, it
being now our hot weather.
FROM A MISSIONARY.
Kindly allow me to thank you for the box of books I recei,ed from
you yesterday. I pray for wisdom as to the distribution, and that the
reading may be the means of drawing om' soldiers and sailors closer and
yet closer to God.
FROM A CAPTAIN, R.N.
DEAR MADAM,-I feel thankful to you for the packet of "Homes," &c.,.
you so kindly sent me last year. Your nice papers are always acceptable
to me.
FROM A CHAPLAIN.
DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-Thank you so much for the precious gift of
Gospel truth contained in the two boxes sent. The contents greatly
cheered me. There was a supply much needed of the ever.welcome
" Walks and Talks with Jesus." I cannot tell you how that book has
been used. My most successful workers all want a copy, but invarialJly
give it away at last to some one whom they seek to bless. Then there
was a new feature, but one that made me glad, namely, a supply of the
sermons of the late Rev. JOSEPH IRONS, always good, and which I ha,e
been seeking for some time past. I should feel that my expression of
thanks was inadequate (as it is), but that we are both children of the
same Father, servants of the same Lord, working for His glory. There··
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fore, while rejoicing in your generous help, I 'recognize it is done" unto
Him." We have had special services, for the past three weeks, every
evening, and some days in the afternoon too. It has been a happy time.
Again thanking you and your numerous readers for the great kindness shown both to myself and the Mission, believe me, dear Doctor,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
ever yours in Ohrist Jesus,
1, Wilton Place, Wilton Road, Salisbury, May 11th, 1891.
THE NAME OF JESUS.
"SUCH a sunny-faced, dear old man!" This would be the natural exclamation of my readers who saw the venerable Ohristian of whom I
am now writing. We came across him when having a pleasant drive
one afternoon, not long ago; and when the name "Jesus" was mentioned, the brightening look of the dear old disciple elicited the question,
"Do you know Him 1" "I should think I do," was the emphatic
reply, just in the tone we speak of the knowledge of a most intimate
friend. A few eager words followed upon the precious theme, and we
went our way.
A few days afterwards, I took "Walks and Talks with Jesus" to him.
He thanked me so warmly, saying how much he should value it" because
he saw it was about Jesus, and he did love anything about Him.
"There is no music so sweet as the name of J esllS," he said, "and no
love like His. My mother's love was very sweet and dear, but nothing
to His. What gifts He provides for us here, and ob, when we are
aloft 1tp yonder, what will it be there? Ah! what will it be 1"
He spoke of his "angel wife," as he called her, and of his children,
one of whom was drowned at sea-sudden death, but sudden glory for
him. He talked of them as of those just gone on for a little while;
the knowledge of all the continual blessing now surrounding, and the
bright future "aloft," as he expressed it, seemed to swallow up all
sorrow. " Ah! the Lord does give us peace," he remarked; "and He
would give us more, only He does not want us to forget Him." The
old man was evidently taught the meaning of affliction. He added,
" Ah! His life is ours now. 'He that believeth hath, HATH, everlasting
life'; that means now, and He won't let anyone pluck us out of His
hands. He'll keep us fast." I remarked upon the verse, '" lIe that
spared not His own Son,'" &c. He joined in, and said, "Aye, 'freely,
freely.' He 'freely gives us all things.'''
What a testimony to the power of the Spirit and the name and love
of Jesus! sweeter than his mother's love-and the memory of a tendermother's love is yery sacred to the aged; knowing that sorrow itself is
because, "He does not want us to forget Him." His bright, clear blue
eyes shone as the dear Name was mentioned, testifying his real, warm,
deep interest in that everlasting love. Rich in faith, with
"Christ in the fondly loved 'behind,'
Christ in the bright 'before,'''
he already tastes of the" thousand sacred sweets"; and, when the call is
heard, "Oome up higher," it will be but to feast in fullest measure upon.
joy already entered. "He hath everlasting life."
NETTlE.
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WHA.T PRA.YER CAN DO.-THE IMPERILLED POLICEMAN.
THE following facts I had from the lady herself, whom I lately met at
Brighton, in connection with one of the admirable Institutions recently
opened there on behalf of that noble and but too-much-neglected class of
men, Policemen. To whom are we more indebted, both for their day
and night services ~ Who need greater patience than they ~ and whose
personal forbearance is so perpetually taxed ~
The lady in question devotes both her time and talents, as well as
her private means, to these servants of the public at large. Upon a
late occasion she awoke, some time after midnight, with a great weight
upon her heart, and with a corresponding intense feeling that it behaved
her to pray on behalf of the objects of her so deep solicitude-one or
two in particular. She roused herself in consequence, and prayed very
earnestly, as well as specially, for those uppermost in her mind. Her
midnight exercises still abode with her, after leaving her bed in the
morning. They seemed to indicate that a something had happened.
Hence, upon inquiry, she found that at the very time she had awoke
in the night season (for she had looked at her watch, to ascertain the
time) one of the very men on whose behalf she had so earnestly prayed
had been assaulted in the most resolute and determined manner. When
on his beat, he was attracted by a ladder, which he thought was suspiciously placed against a certain house. Instead of waiting or whistling
for assistance, he at once ascended the ladder single-handed. Upon the
roof he was met by two burglars; the one made his escape, the other
grappled with him, discharging two shots at him from a revolver.
Providentially, both shots proved harmless, the one striking against the
metal of his collar, the other passed under his arm j but, finding the
shooting was in vain, the burglar then struck the policeman so violently
over the head with the butt end of the pistol as to lay him stunned
and senseless upon the roof, where he was afterwards found by some of
his comrades, and thence taken to the hospital, as was supposed either
dying or dead. When these facts became known to my lady-informant
she at once went to the hospital, where the object of her inquiry was
reported as dead, or at least in a hopeless condition. She was not
satisfied. The prayerful wrestlings of the past night recurred to her;
and her confidence in God, as the Hearer and Answerer of prayer, was
so reassuring, that she could not give up hope. She still believed that
he was alive; and so greatly did the Lord honour her faith, that not
only did the poor young man survive, but likewise recovered from the
deadly and cowardly attack he had been called to encounter.
Reader, "Is there anything too hard for the Lord ~ .,
"'Tis precious faith the promise sees,
And trusts to Christ alone,
Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries, 'It shall be done!'"
THE EDITOR.

No righteousness besides the righteousness of Jesus (that is, the
righteousness of God) is of any avail towards acceptance. To be a moral
man, a zealous man, a devout man, is very short of being a Christian.
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INCIDENTS DURING THE SERIOUS ILLNESS OF THE
LATE REV. W. SAUNDERS.
[It is with great pleasure we give insertion to the annexed remarks,
taken down by Mr. WI~DOW, at the time of our late dear friend's
illness, at the period referred to. We had requested his so devoted
attendant to note down what, from time to time, Mr. SAUNDERS might
,say. We were afraid the notes thus recorded had been destroyed. We
are thankful, however, that they have come to light, and gladly give
publicity to -them, to the honour of our good and gracious God.-ED.]
ON Tuesday morning, a few minutes after twelve o'clock (midnight), the
23rd of December, 1884, the writer was a.roused from sleep by a loud
knocking at the street door; on lifting the sash of window and inquiring the cause of visit, the servant, accompanied by another, exclaimed,
.. Come quick! Mr. SAUNDERS is taken very ill!" On my arrival at
York House, filled with a thousand alarming fears, I found that the
Vicar had been suddenly taken with a seizure, while in the act of
winding up his watch, previous to retiring for the night.
During his conscious moments, as he lay there night after night, he
would give expression to that which was passing through his mind, and
the following are notes, taken down at various times, whilst nursing
llim.
Shortly after the attack, he said, "I think my days are numbered.
Not that I am afraid to die, being washed in the blood, and covered
in the righteousness of Christ."
Once he exclaimed, "I never knew what pain was until I had this
.?ttack. Well, if God raises me up again, we shall be able to rejoice
together. Oh, how weak we are, when the Lord lays His hand upon
us! I am too weak to live." The writer replied, "My wife was brought
down weaker than you are at present, and you see the Lord has raised
her up again." "Ah! WINDOW, it is one thing in health to say, 'Thy
will be done,' but when you are in great pain, 'tis hard."
During one particular night he could get no sleep, he said, "I am
sermonizing again, upon the New Year's Motto." I replied, "No use;
you are too ill and weak to think of it." He then exclaimed, "Oh, my
precious Saviour! "
On another occasion, he said, "Have any in the parish inquired after
me ~ if so, tell them just what you think of me." I replied, "There are
many in tears, and praying for you."
S1tnday, December 29th, 1884.-The Vicar said, "Now, WINDOW,
don't you go in the parish giving addresses to-day; yOIl will be knocked
up; but go to the teachers' prayer-meeting this afternoon; tell them
to pray for me. I don't think I am going to get better." " Why,
sir, you are a king to what you have been." "Oh," said he, "but
nobody knows what I am going through."
Monday, December 30th, 1884.-" WINDOWS, pray for sleep. 'If ye
shall ask anything,' He can absolutely do it. I shall value health more
after this than ever before, if He raises me up. Kneel down and
pray, WINDOW." Four times during this terrible night of intense
suffering, the writer pleaded with J ehovah on His servant's beh~lf.
The Vicar prayed thus, "0 Lord, give me a little sleep, for Thy tender
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mercies, promises, and truth's sake. Amen." "I am suffering as much
as any poor wretch can." I said, "You know now what it is to be a
partaker of Christ's· sufferings." "Lord, take me, if it be Thy will; if
not, give me a little ease. 'Thy will be done!' 'If two of you shall
ask anything.' Do, Lord, answer prayer, and we will praise Thee." "If
I am spared, I shall remember the passing away of 1884. Find me
that hymn (in 'Songs of Grace and Glory') beginning, '0 Thou from
whom all goodness flows.'" Hymn 517 was found and rcad"0 Thou from whom all goodness flows,
I lift my soul to Thee;
In all my sorrows, conflicts, woes,
Good Lord, remember me." *
"I ~m very rebellious. We must pray for grace and patience."
The wnter quoted Job vii. 3, 4, "So am I made to possess months of
vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed to me. 'Vhen I lie down,
I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone? and I am full of
tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day." "Your experience
is that of David, in Psalm xlii. 7, 'Deep calleth unto deep at the noise
of Thy waterspouts: all Thy waves and Thy billows are gone over me.' "
Psalm lxxvii. 1-10 was read. He suddenly exclaimed, "I have sworn
by My holiness, I will not fail David."
Last night of old yea?', 1884.-Quoted Hymn 915"And now, my soul, another year I I cannot long continue here r
Of thy short life is past,
And this may be my last.""
(Read to end.) He then quoted the dying thief's prayer, '" Lord,
remember me!'" He then said, "I shall certainly wear you out."
January 3rd, 1885.-Vicar prayed, "0 Lord, spare me from another
fortnight's suffering all the days of my life, for His :Kame's sake.
Amen." "Mr. WINDOW, read me the fifth verse of Hymn 2JO, to
satisfy my mind "" Then in a nobler, sweeter song
I'll sing Thy power to save,
"Then this poor lisping, stammering tongue
Lies silent in the grave."
Later on, he said, "I have been a sufferer four years." I answered,
" Heaven will make amends for alL"
First Sunday in 1885.-" They are praying for me at St. Silas' tonight. May God answer their prayers."
Janua1'y 8th.-He quoted, '" Jerusalem, my happy home.' Yes, nothing
but sorrow and affliction here. Pray for me; I am too much in pain."
He said something about procrastination, and how, in suffering, one
would be too ill to pray.
Late1' on.-" 0 Lord my God, why hast Thou afflicted me so? but
I deserve it. I know it is for Thee to speak the word only."
.A.t 5.30 a.m., Janua1'Y 9th, 1885.-So ill that he exclaimed, "Before
to-morrow this time, I shall be in glory, if so be the Lord will take
such a wretch in." "Do you think so, Mr. SACNDERS?" "I am
• How we love that precious hymn, and, oh, with what real heartiness the
congregation would sing it at dear old St. Luke's. Oh, for a renewal of one of
those privileged seasons.-ED.
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made to feel it. No man can suffer what I do, and live. The Lord
will bless you, and your wife, for your kindness to me."
Sunday, Jamtary 11th, 2.30 a.m.-" Pray for sleep." Prayer was
offered, and sleep came, without using artificial means."
On the writer leaving him to go into the parish to speak to the
people, he said, "Tell them what I have suffered. Keep uppermost
the honour and glory of Ohrist. Earnestly remind them of their latter
end. I send them my Sunday morning's blessing. If I never address
them again, tell them to look for pardon through the merits of
Ohrist. I shaU think of them at four o'clock. Ask them to pray for
me in private."
On the Monday evening a large number of the congregation ana
parishioners met for special prayer. Hymn 762 (" Songs of Grace ") was.
sung; the third verse in particular" Restore him, sinking to the grave;
Stretch out Thine arm, make haste to save;
Back to our hopes and wishes give,
And bid our friend and pastor live."
Marvellous to relate, our beloved Vicar began to make progress,
the crisis passed, and, after many weeks of extreme weakness, he
was enabled to get a change, and so far recovered as to be able to
labour in parish and pulpit for nearly five years. He died on April 27th,.
1889, from the effects of a third seizure.
H. G. W.

!lthittus anh
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" Hold Fast" (1 Thess. v. 21). A Oharge delivered to the Olergy of
the Diocese of Liverpool, in St. Peter's Oathedral, on November 4th,
1890, by JOHN OHARLES RYLE, D.D., Lord Bishop of Liverpool.
London: William Hunt and 00. Liverpool: J. McDonald Bell, J. A.
Thompson and 00" F. and E. Gibbons.
(Concluded FOIn page 383,)

WE again revert to this admirable Oharge, and that with the hope of·
giving furthcr publicity and perpetuating the all-important truths and
divine verities it contains;In the last place (says the Bishop), let me charge you to hold fast the
gTeat P1'otestal1t principles on which the Ohm'ch of England was refoTmed th1'ee
and fifty yea1's ago, and to resist ji1'1nly all attempts to p1'01note
1'eunion with the Ohm'ch of Rome.
.
h~tndl'ed

There was a time when it would have been needless for a Bishop to··
offer such advice to his clergy. But times have strangely altered. No
intelligent observer can fail to observe that the tone of publlc feeling in
England about Romanism has undergone a great change in the last
sixty years. There is no longer that general dislike, dread, and aversion
to Popery, which was once almost universal in this realm. The edge of
the old British feeling about Protestantism seems blunted and dull. Some
profess to be tired of all religious controversy, imd are ready to sacrifice·
God's truth for the sake of peace. Some look on Romanism as simply
one among many English forms of religion, and neithel' worse nor hetter·
than others. Some try to persuade us that Romanism is changed, and
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.not nearly so bad as it used to be. Some boldly point to the faults of
Protestants, and loudly cry that Romanists are quite as good as ourselves.
S@me think it fine and liberal to maintain that we have no right to think·
anyone wrong who is in earnest about his creed. And yet the two great
historical facts, (a) that ignorance, immorality, and superstition reigned
supreme in England four hundred years ago under Popery; (b) that the
Reformation was the greatest blessing God ever gave to this land- both
these are facts which no one but a Romanist ever thought of disputing
.fifty years ago! In the present day, alas! it is convenient and fashion·
able to forget them. In short, at the rate we are going, I shall not be
surprised if it. is soon proposed to repeal the Act of Settlement, as too
narrow and illiberal for the nineteenth century, and to allow the Crown
of England to be worn by a Papist.
The causes of this melancholy change of feeling are not hard to
discover.
(a) It arises partly from the untiring zeal of the Romish Church her·
.self. Her agents never slumber or sleep. With unweal'ied zeal they
compass sea and land to make one proselyte. 'With a watchful pertinacity,
worthy of a better cause, they leave no stone unturned, in the palace or
the workhouse, to promote their cause. (b) It has been furthered immensely
by the proceedings of a zealous, well-meaning, but sadly mistaken, party
within the Church of England, which has given so many converts, like
N.EWMAN and MANNING, to the Church of Rome. The novel teaching
and ritual of modern days have gradually familiarized people with every
distinctive doctrine and practice of Romanism-the real presencethe mass-auricular confession and priestly absolution-the sacerdotal
character of the ministry-the monastic system-and a histrionic, sensuous,
showy style of public worship ;-and the natural result is, that many
simple people see no mighty harm in downright genuine Popery. (c)
Last, but not least, the spurious liberality of the day we li,e in, helps on
the Rome-ward tendency. It is fashionable. now to say that all sects
.should be equal-that the State should have nothing to do with religion
-that all creeds should be regarded with equal favour and respect-and
that there is a substratum of common truth at the bottom of all religion,
whether Buddhism, Mahometanism, or Christianity! The consequence is,
that myriads of ignorant folks begin to think there is nothing peculiarly
dangerous in the tenets of Papists any more than in the t€nets of
Methodists, Independents, Presbyterians, or Baptists, and that we ought
eto let Romanism alone, and never expose its unscriptural and Christdishonouring character.
The consequences of this changed tone of feeling, I am bold to say, will
be most disastrous and mischievous, unless loyal Churchmen can be
aroused to see their danger. Once let Popery get her foot again on the
neck of England, and there will be an end of all om' national greatness.
God will forsake us, and we shall sink to the level of Portugal and Spain.
With Bible-reading discouraged-with private judgment forbidden-with
the way to Christ's cross narrowed or blocked up-with priestcraft re-established-with auricular confession set up in every parish-with monasteries
.aRd nunneries dotted over the land-with women everywhere kneeling like
serfs and slaves at the feet of clergymen-with men casting off all faith,
.and becoming sceptics-with schools and colleges made seminaries of
.Jesuitism-with free thought denounced and anathematized i-with all
;these things the distinctive manliness and independence of the B.-itish
character will gradually dwindle, wither, pine away, and be destroyed;
and England will be ruined. And all these things, I firmly believe, will
,come, unless the old feeling about the value of Protestantism can be
.revived.
I warn all who hear this Charge, that the times require you to awake
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and be on your gllard, Hold firmly, if you please, the old loyal High
Church principles of ANDREWS, and HOOKER, and KEN, and TAYLOR, and:'
BARROW, and STILLINGFLEET, and BULL, and BEVERIDGE, if you conscientiously prefer them. But, like those great divines, resist Romanism,
and beware of any religious teaching which, wittingly or unwittingly,
paves the way to it. I beseech you to realize the painful fact that the
Protestantism of this country is gradually ebbing away, and I entreat
you, as Christians and patriots, to resist the growing tendency to forget-.
the blessings of the English Reformation.
For Christ's sake, for the sake of the Church of England, for the sake
of our country, for the sake of our children, let us not loose our moorings,
and drift back into the waters which our fathers wisely left three hundred
and fifty years ago. They separated from Rome for just and sufficient·
reasons, as Bishop JEWELL has shown in his matchless, though little read,.
Apology. Those reasons remain to the present day unshaken and unrefuted..
Nine times over your own Thirty-nine Articles condemn, in plain and
explicit language, the leading doctrines of the Church of Rome; and'
these Articles are still binding on every minister of the Church of'
England. Then let us resolve to have no peace with Rome till Rome
abjures her errors, and is at peace with Christ. Till Rome does that, the
vaunted re-union of Western Churches, which some talk of, and press UpOD.OUI' notice, is an insult to the Church of England.
Had we the power, how gladly would we sound the alarm, as thus just
given by the Bishop of Liverpool, through the length and breadth of
Christendom-yea, to the very ends of the earth. With the vain boast
of Rome, that she is unchanged and unchangeable, sure we are that
the Bishop is right when he says, "Once let Popery again get her foct.
on the neck of England, and there will be an end of all her national
greatness." Surely we are hastening to this hapless consummation as
fast as time and circumstances can carry us, unless the Lord God of
Sabaoth mercifully interpose.
We close our review with the solemn words of the Bishop:I must now bring this over-long Charge to a conclusion. I am afraid
it will appeJ,r to some a mere dry statement of fossil theological points,
unworthy of the nineteenth century. Be it so. I am content to wait.
The dark days of sorrow, the sick-bed, the death-bed, and above all the day
of judgment, will teach us all in a few years whether the old-fashioned
theology which men are so fond of decrying in 1890, is a thing to be
despised.
The Fireside. Edited by the Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK.
THE Fireside continues its useful course, full of interesting and
instructive articles. In a very interesting second series of "Some
First ~cenes in my Life," by the Rev. HENRY SUTTON, the writer
alludes to the late revered Bishop ,\VALDEGRAVE, and states what is
very true, namely, that he was a man who "hardly received justice at
the hands of the Church at large" j but, at the same time, the writer
hardly does justice to him himself. He says that, "His [the Bishop's] very
pronounced Oalvinistic views were unpopular. His loyalty to what he
considered truth made him somewhat unjust to men who could nor,
see eye to eYfl with him on the doctrine of election, and rendered him
too eager to see virtues in men who, on this matter, sympathized with
himself." We much doubt the correctness of this statement, and think
that the writer speaks from rumour rather than from an accurak
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knowledge of the facts. Undoubtedly the good Bishop's views were,
to a certain extent, "unpopular," and he never shrunk from mentioning them on suitable occasions j but that he was "unjust" to those
who differed from him, we cannot for a moment, believe. He was a
truly conscientious man, who endeavoured always to be guided by the
-very highest motives, and he was most kind and considerate to those
He once said to us, personally, "I can
who differed from him.
respect Ritualists [wh03e practices he abhorred] who live up to their
principles, and are really in earnest according to their light, but
I cannot respect some who make Ritualism a cloak for indolence, lack
of real piety, and sometimes unholiness."
The writer goes on to say, "Thus he promoted, in more than one
case, men to positions for which, intellectually, and in other respects,
they were barely fit .. , . and his after career hardly bore out the
promise given by his Double First at Oxford." Here, again, we completely differ from the writer. The Bishop regarded his patronage as
a very solemn trust, and he earnestly endeavoured to promote true
men of God. Piety, true piety, was the first requisite with him, but,
.at the same time, scholarship was not altogether overlooked, and we
know of some very able and distinguished men whom he promoted.
He had considerable variety in his patronage-small parishes on the
.mountain and lake sides, and large town parishes. Very differen t
men were required for these different spheres of labour, and the good
Bishop acted accordingly. How lamentable are many of the promotions nowadays! Men who perhaps can write eloquently a Latin
or Greek ode, or translate some difficult passages in the classics, or
.-solve some abstruse mathematical problems, are considered to be fitaltogether independent of infinitely more important qualifications-to
'1mdertake the most important spiritual charges, and to be promoted to
-some of the highest positions of power and influence in the Church!
As to the good bishop's work, the story is too long a one to tell here,
but the record of a diocese practically reformed, of education greatly
·extended, of churches erected, of new parishes formed, and of ever so
-.many good works set on foot and helped forward, shows that a more
hard-working and diligent prelate never sat upon the episcopal bench.
""Ve quite agree with the writer's following statements, namely, "He
was a great man and a good man. . . . . Anyone who takes the
trouble to read what he wrote, will see great intellectual force as well
as deep piety in his works. . . . . You could not be with him half
.an hour without receiving some valuable advice."

The Critical and Expository Bible Cyclopcedia. By the Rev. A. R
FAussET, D.D., Canon of York, Joint Author of the" Critical and
Experimental Commentary." Illustrated by Six Hundred Woodcuts,
from Photographs, Coins, Sculptures, &c. London: Hodder and
Stoughton.
IF asked to give an opinion of this work in brief, we should say it is
dem', concise, and comprehensive. The closer it is examined, the m01'e
.conclusive this testimony. As a ready resort to the Bible student or the
laborious pastor or preacher, the book is invaluable. For its extent
<well-nigh 800 quarto pages of small print), and as the result of one man's
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-research and wrItmg, it may be deemed a life labour. Its so recent
appearance renders it the more valuable, from the fact which the
author gives in his preface. "The labours (he says) of the agents of
the Palestine Exploration Fund have thrown fresh light on many
obscure questions of sacred topography and history, and verified the
accuracy of Holy Writ. Besides (adds the author) in our age, prone
to scepticism, God has given remarkable confirmation of the truth of
His own Word, in raising men who have been enabled to decipher
the hieroglyphics of Egypt, the cuneiform inscriptions of Babylon
and Assyria, and the archaic character of the Moabite stone. Ephesus
with its temple to the great Diana, Midian and its ruins, Rome and
its catacombs, have all contributed their quota of witness to the truth.
The discoveries thus made, in so far as they elucidate the sacred
volume, have been embodied in this Oyclopmdia." In addition to
its clearness, conciseness, and comprehensiveness, the work well merits
the statement of one of its many reviewers, namely, that it is a
«marvel of cheapness." Such a seven-and-sixpenny-worth is almost
unparalleled, even in these days of cheap literature.
Lelte?'s of Samuel Buthe?ford. With Sketch of his Life {Lnd Biographical
lVotices of His Correspondence. .By the Rev. ANDREW BONAR, D.D.
Edinburgh and London: Oliphant, Anderson and Ferrier.
'THE character and the special faith of the immortal RUTHERFORD are
too well known, and too deeply engrafted in the hearts of those
.acquainted with his writings, to need any additional comment or recommendation at our hands. Few men, if any, since the Apostles' days,
€ver attained to that high and holy standing-that precious familiarity
with Jesus-that was so graciously vouchsafed to the sainted SAMUEL
RUTHERFORD, and how was it to be accounted for ~ Upon the ground
that he was a sorely-tried and a painfully-persecuted man. He was
·called to follow in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul, of whom it was
.said, "I will show him how great things he shall suffer for My sake."
Hence, in the suffering service for the Lord's sake, both Paul and
RUTHERFORD were so specially supported; yea, so peculiarly indulged
with a close intimacy, holy communion, and divine fellowship with
the" Man of sorrows" and" the Brother born for adversity." Of the
-thirty editions of RUTHERFORD'S Life and Letters, none, as far as
we have seen, have ever reached such a standard for fulness as the
edition before us. Its size, as well as the facilities of ready reference
-to the very varied subjects of the well-nigh three hundred letters, render
the present edition invaluable. 'Ye cannot, therefore, but strongly
Tecommend it.
A. M. Mackay, Pioneer Missionary of the Church lJ;[issionary Society to
Uganda. By his Sister. Ninth thousand. London: Hodder and
Stoughton.
THIS book ought to be in every parochial library, and to occupy a
prominent place on the bookshelves of the Young Men's Ohristian
Associations. It is the record of a comparatively short but most eventful
life. It is most suggestive of what should be the object of every
parent, guardian, and teacher, namely, to seek to ascertain the natural bias
and special turn of mind of those committed to their care. In the work
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before us there are clearly discoverable the seeds in the so youthful
soil that were destined to be so productive in after days of such ripe
and invaluable fruit. Long ere he had reached his teens, the little
boy was revelling in pursuits which indicated a future of no ordinary
description. Great studiousness, indifference to the usual youthful
playfulness, the most rigid observation and inquiry, the early typesetting and amateur printing-press, love of machinery, geographical research, ardent desire for foreign work, were the marked forerunners
of a life of the most ardent, self-denying, and persevering missionary
character. With him whose interesting and eventful history is detailed
in these pages; the undertaking and enterprize were of no transient
or impulsive nature, but of a steady, plodding, determinate kind. His
fourteen years' so persevering course was proof of this, during which
he engaged in toil and service of the most self-denying, laborious,
and exhausting description, at the same time encountering hazards,
perils, difficulties, and dangers, which could only be met by supernatural strength and a divinely'bestowed courage. We can but most
cordially urge the careful perusal of this volume.
The Pulpit Palladium o/Christendom. Being Lectures on the Fundamental
Essentials of Man's Personal Salvation. By Rev. J. HENRY SKEWES,
Vicar of Holy Trinity, Liverpool. London: S. W. Partridge and Co.
A TIMELY volume. The author, in his introduction, says-CC My chief
plea for the issue of this book is a crying need of something of the kind.
I say not too much when I remark that the Pulpit, in a deplorable
measure, is subservient to the worldliness of the Pew. In no case does
this apply more strongly than to the' fashionable' congregation. Needing
the 'whole counsel' of God, as much as the denizen of the slum, where
is the 'society' preacher who dares to say so 1 In other words, wha~
Pulpit has courage enough to tell the 'nobility and gentry' of the Pew
that, unless they repent of their sins, as undone sinners come by faith
to Christ, experience a new birth, and bring forth fruit unto holiness..
they will miserably perish? Alas! too generally the Pulpit speaks softly,
the Pew loves to have it so, and Satan is satisfied." Very forcibly doesthe author speak of the necessity of repentance, faith, justification, the
new birth,' &c.
The Strangest Thing in the Wo1"ld. By Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK, RD.
London: " Home Words" Office.
PLAIN and Scriptural; well worthy of a widespread circulation, as an
antidote to the deHtructive teaching of Professor DRmIMoND. We wish
it the demand it deserve".

Sermons by Rev. JOHN McNEILL. Volume HI.
London: Nisbet and Co.
.
STRIKING sermons. Mr. McNEILL is a very original preacher, putting
forward familiar truths in a homely and very forcible manner.
Regent Square Pulpit.

By Pastor C. H. SPURGEON. London: Passmore
and Alabaster.
A REMARKABLE snmon. We never thought of mere candles affording
such good light.
Sermons in Candles.

