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.. Who comfoTteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which aTe in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE COVENANT PLEDGE AND A COVENANT GOD.
"Behold, I am _with thee, and will keep thee -in all places tl'hither
thou goest, . . . . and will not leave thee, ttntil I have done that I
have spoken to thee OJ.''-GENESIS xxviii. 15.

Now, as the Lord the Spirit is pleased to enable, we shall
contemplate these words in a threefold aspect:
1. The Position.
2. The Promise.
3. Its Permanency.
May the Holy Ghost mercifully shine upon His own precious
Word at this time, and make our meditations thereupon profitable.
Oh, for unction and savour from the Holy One-yea, that sweet
power which the Lord-and the Lord alone-can give; then
will both writer and reader be blessed, and God-even our
covenant God-be glorified.
Beloved, we have, first, to consider the Position, at the time
and under which the Promise was made; and could there have
been (humanly speaking) a lej!s likely period than the then present
for any such merciful and gracious assurances to have been
bestowed? It furnishes at once a key to the nature and operations
of rich and free and sovereign grace, as bestowed in such direct
opposition to any merits or worthiness of the creature.
Contemplate the state of things in regard to J acob at the time
this so gracious a pledge was given. Instead of promptly and
perseveringly resisting the ill advice of his mother, in regard. to
obtaining his fli.ther's blessing, he yielded to her counsel, and
fell into a fearful snare of deception and falsehood. Could he, at
the time, have been under the immediate influence of the grace
of God, and actuated by His love -and divine promptings? We
say, overruled as the whole circumstances may have been, he was
not then and there under a divine, but a fleshly, influence.
The overrulings of Divine Providence and power are one thing',
2G
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but the puny wisdom and shortsightedness of the creature quite
another. It was all very well for Rebekah to wish to see fulfilled
what had been so sovereignly and graciously revealed to her, in
regard to J acob's precedence over Esau. She might so far have
been actuated by a becoming jealousy for God and the accomplishment of His so clearly-revealed purpose; but it was not for
her to be beforehand with God, or to anticipate or suggest a
course for the Divine procedure. It was for her rather to waitto watch-to wrestle; yea, to "be still and know that He was
God"; yea, to "stand still and see His salvation." vVhat did
she get for bel' forwardness and her faithlessness? What, but the
loss of her favourite son? Did the time ever come, or the opportunity present itself, for her to fulfil her promise of "after a few
days," sending for J acob and recalling him home? Oertainly
not. So much for poor human nature and its fleshly and freewill devices. Oh, for a calm and continuous looking to and
reposing upon the arm of the Lord. If we may venture to
speak personally, dear reader, how constant is our cry, "Lord,
give me increasingly to realize the preciousness of that word,
" Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace [peace, peace] wbose mind
is stayed on Thee, because he trusteth in Thee." So to speak, it
is our leading petition at the mercy-seat. It is our haste and
our impatience that are the fruitful sources of so .much trouble
and dissatisfaction. "He that believeth shall not make haste."
If we are in a hurry-if there be the semblance of the dread of
delay-we may well stand in awe of that feeling, and pray to
be delivered from, rather than act upon it. Ob, in the review of
life, what cause have some of us at least to regret and mourn
over certain hasty steps and rash resolves; at the same time have
we not abundant cause to testify of the Lord's mercy, His tender
compassion, His Fatherly kindness, in His restraining goodness
and His preventing love? May we not well exclaim" When in the slippery paths of youth
With heedless steps I ran,
Thine Arm, unseen, conveyed me safe,
And led me up to man"?

And have we not abundant reason to add, in regarl to rIper
ye:1l'S"Determined to save, He watched o'er my path,
When, Satan's blind slave, I sported with death" P

" Sportfd with death!" Ah, that's the word. It was a sporting
with death in very deed! It was a rushing to the very edge of
the precipice! It was a reeling upon the brink of the deadly
chasm! It was a riding at full speed upon the wildest and most
unbroken charger! It was a dashing into the deadliest part of
the battle-field! Ah! reader, upon what marvellous rescues-what

,-
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astounding interpositions-what amazing deliverances-what mighty
snatches from the very jaws of destruction, can at least some of
us look back, when in very deed there was but a step betwixt us
and death." To His great, His gracious, His ever-adorable Name,
be all the praise!
But to turn again to J aoob; what must have been his feelings,
as, under the circumstances, he set out upon that long, dreary,
lonesome, dangerous journey? Fleeing from a wrathful and
revengeful brother-an old and decrepit father-a weak and impulsive mother, and withal a cloud of guilt upon his heart and
a burdened conscience. Such are the circumstances under which
we find him; and, at length, at nightfall, in weariness and sadness and solitude, he lays himself down upon the bare earth, under
the wide canopy of heaven, with the cold stones for his pillow.
What a contrast to home, with all the indulgences of a mother
who pets her favourite son. Could a condition be more undesirable than such? Does not poor human nature recoil from the
like? But oh, it is a verity-a glorious truth-" Man's extremities
are God's opportunities." Where, aooording- to human estimate,
the Lord is least likely to appear, there He shows Himself; and
the means of whioh we think least are those the Lord adopts for
the carrying out His divine purposes and gracious intentions.
J aoob's own words, "Surely the Lord is in this plaoe, and I
knew it not," bespeak (if we mistake not) his, up to that time,
personal want of knowledge of God. All that he knew was from
mere hearsay. As to manifestation, the Lord might have been
his father's and his mother's God, but not his. There had been
as yet no Divine communication-no opening up and unfolding
the supernatural relationship existing between the Most High and
His creature Jaoob. This was about to be revealed-both in God's
time and God's way. He was, as He invariably is, the Beginner
as, in due time, He will prove to be the Carrier-on and the Accomplisher 1
How does this fact remind us, dear reader, of our own days of
unregeneracy, when we "knew not God, and were afar off by
wicked works." Ah! but for His graoious preventing and preserving hand, what, alas r would have been the hapless consequences, and that ten thousand times over? What an immensity
is wrapped up in that one Soripture, "Preserved in Jesus Christ
and called." Reader, do you know anything of it? Is there a
heart-response to the inquiry?
We read, with respeot to J acob, "And he dreamed, and behold
a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven:
and behold the angels of God asoending and desoending on it.
And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord
God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land
whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.
2 G 2

428

The Gospel Magazine.

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north,
and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed" (Genesis xxviii. 12-14).
What a marvellous dream! There is one feature of it, dear reader,
that always presents itself with peculiar force to our own mind;
it is, where it speaks of the angels ascending and descending on
it. A similar fact was revealed by Jesus Himself to N athanael,
when He said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall
see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending
upon the Son of Man." It so bespeaks the practical character of
the communication. How different would have been the gaze upon
the cle-scending to that of the as-cending; the one so far off, the
other so near-so accessible-so suggestive of the personal effort to
try-to adopt. If they can put their feet upon the first rung of the
ladder, and that with so little effort, why not I? This would be
so much more the feeling, and so naturally the argument, than if
they had to make their steadfast upward gaze upon the movements
of the angels. "Ye men of Galilee," said the angels, with regard
to the ascending Jesus, "why stand ye gazing up into heaven?"
It would seem as if there was a vagueness-a curiosity-about it;
not as yet, or then and there, practical use of or benefit by it That
was to come, for said they, "This same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
Him go into heaven." But now, in regard to J acob's ladder, there
was a material difference, for, in his vision, he saw the angels of
God in the very act of " ascending and descending upon it." Thus
it was so practical. Moreover, the communication was so manifest.
They had already descended before they a.scended. This was so
marked a blessing. It was such a proof of the reality of the wayof its position and unmistakable character.
But the fact of the Lord's standing above it, and declaring
Himself as He did, added immensely to the mercy. It was such a
sign of interest-such a token of kind and gracious favour; and,
as if there should be no hesitation or doubt upon the part of Jacob,
as to who or what He was, the Lord gave him there and then
the assurance-the positive declaration-of His own great Name
and character-" I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and
the God of Isaac." It was thus He so graciously, sovereignly, and
condescendingly familiarized Himself with J acob. It stood in such
perfect contrast with his then solitude-loneliness-destitution.
And do mark, dear reader, the total absence of reproach, reproof,
or fault-finding upon the part of the Lord. There was most
assuredly naught in the character or conduct of J acob at any time
to recommend him to the Lord, and most certainly not present
circumstances, unless it was destitution, danger, desolation indeed.
Ah! would that men in general~the Lord's people in particular-

1 he Gospel Magazine.

429

could see this. It is abject want-it is dire necessity-it is guilt
and sin, misery and wretchedness-are the real promptings, the pure
suggestions, the whys and the wherefores that we should betake ourselves to Him who is mighty to save, and who (adored be His
Name!) says, "Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy
"He came not to call the
laden, and I will give you rest."
righteous but sinners to repentance;" "The whole need not a physician but those that are sick." "Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to
our God, for He will abundantly pardon." "Ho, everyone
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price." "And the Spirit and the
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely." Oh, for a gracious outpouring of the Spirit
that prompted those precious practical hymns, "Rock of Ages,
cleft for me," and "Just as I am."
H

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Cleanse me from its guilt and power."

" Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee,
o Lamb of God, I come, I come! "

But, as if what He had said should not suffice, the Lord adds,
in the largeness and compassion of His heart, and that, too, iri
such striking contrast to J acob's then and there position, "The land
whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; and
thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, arid thou shalt spread
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the
south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the
earth be blessed." Then there follow the words of our text-the
Promise, which is our second point, "And, behold, I am with
thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will
bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I
have done that which I have spoken to thee of."
Observe, it is introduced with a "behold!" implying the vastness and the magnitude of the mercy about to be declared. It
at once reminds us of the subsequent announcement to Moses, who,
upon being asked by the children of Israel what was the name
of Him, wished to know how to reply, "A.nd Gud said unto Moses,
I AM THAT I AM: and He said, Thus shalt thou say unto
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the ohildren of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." How
emphatio and how oomprehensive! What did it embraoe, or
rather, what did it not embraoe? It seems so oompletely a11absorbing-so oonolusive; upon the very threshold it embodied so
vast and so extensive a range. It testifies at onoe, and within
the compass of so few words, of "the God of the whole earth!"
It bespeaks, in the most summary and oomprehensive way,
His dominion, oontrol, universal sway, and absolute authority. " I
AM THAT I AM." It has been paraphrased thus: Whatever
you oonoeive or imagine, in regard to My Person, rule, or power,
"I am that-THAT I am;" so that there oan be no possible want
or necessity presented whioh so great, graoious, and Almighty a
Being cannot meet.
And what a promise, reader; consider its magnitude and inoonoeivable worth, the more espeoially as spoken to J aoob, under his
dreary desolation and distressing solitude r We speak it with
reverenoe, when we say, What a Oompanionship! What need
had J aoob to fear in suoh oompany-in the presenoe of suoh a
Leader-suoh a Guide-suoh a Proteotor-suoh an all-suffioient
Provider? As if that so large and oomprehensive promise was
not suffioient, the Lord adds, "And will keep thee in all places
whither thou goest." Now, the word places is rendered in italios.
Hence it was not in the original; and therefore it oonveys a
larger and more oopious meaning. It embraoes all circumstances
and all events, as well as all positions or places. Hence how
vast and oomprehensive the pledge, "Will keep thee." You see
it at once aoknowledges the entire responsibility. It was a virtual
saying, "Leave yourself in My hands. I will ta.ke oharge. I
will do all that is necessary. Whatever is wanting, I will supply.
Whatever oare is requisite, I will vouchsafe. Whatever danger
may present itself, I will defend and deliv!!r thee."
DOES THE

"I

.'1.111 WITH THEE " IMPLY THE COXSTA.:ST REALIZATION
OF THE LORD'S PRESEKCE? No!

But now, with respect to this graoious promise, "Behold, I am
with thee," what mistaken ideas are entertained. Some supposeand even the Lord's own dear children are too apt to labour
under the idea-that, with suoh a pledge, they are to expect the
continuous and uninterrupted eny'uyment of His presence-that the
Lord is always u'ith them manifestively. It is the greatest possible
misapprehension. Do those high in office and authority, appointed
by their sovereign to this or that position of weight and responsibility
-say, a prime minister, or an ambassador, an admiral, a general,
an archbishop, bishop, or other office of high standing-do such,
we ask, enjoy much of the society of their sovereign? Are they
not in representative positions? and does it not imply absence,
rather than otherwise?
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Now, as a simple illustration and plain matter of fact, take
three leading characters in the Sacred Word, J acob, David,
Paul. Who had clearer, plainer, more decided pledge and assurance of the Lord's presence with them than they? In each case
that pledge was most unquestionable. It was placed beyond all
doubt or uncertainty. We speak with reverence, when we say,
It was as assured as God could make it. It was the positive
pledge and covenant oath of J ehovah. But, so far from either
one or the other of the three-Jacob, or David, or Paul-being the
subjects of continuous peace or enjoyment, who had greater
difficulties, stranger trials, more doubtful positions, or denser
darkness or gloom to contend with than they? In regard to
Paul, the Lord plainly declared, "I will show him how great
things he shall suffer for My sake."
Did they, we ask, realize, at all times and under all circumstances, the immediate presence of that Mighty Being who had
said, "Behold, I am with thee"? If so, why the anguished cry,
in regard to the coat of many colours, "It is my son's coat; an
evil beast hath devoured him; J oseph is without doubt rent in
pieces"? If the Patriarch realized the perpetual smile of J ehovah,
and was uninterruptedly experiencing His sensible presence, why
did he exclaim, "Me have ye bereaved of my children: J oseph
is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all
these things are against me"? (Gen. xlii. 36). If the Psalmist
were under the uninterrupted enjoyment of the Lord's presence,
and had no doubts or fears as to his position or results, why
did he say, "There is but a step betwixt me and death"? "I
shall one day fall by the hand of Saul"? and why did he, in
the intensity of his anguish, exclaim, "0 Absalom, my son,
would God I had died for thee, 0 Absalom, my son, my son!"
This by no means savours of uninterrupted peace and enjoyment.
If Paul were perpetually in circumstances of high and sensible
favour with the Lord, realizing His own divine presence and
continuous tokens of His love, why spoke he of the "sentence
of death in himself, that he should not trust in himself, but in
God, which raiseth the dead" ~ Why was he in "deaths oft" ?
Why in a position that "all hope of being saved was taken
away" ? Was this perpetual sunshine ?-this uninterrupted
enjoyment ?-this basking in the continuous and never-varying
smile of "the chiefest among ten thousand, the altogetiler
lovely"? Most certainly not.
Ah! reader, we may make mention of another and a still infinitely
higher Oharacter, even the Lord Jesus Ohrist Himself! Was He
perpetually under the smile of His Father-realizingly so? Let
the Psalms-which for most part were prophetically His language
-answer the question. It was not merely upon the cross of
Oalvary, He exclaimed, "My God, My God, why hast Thou
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forsaken Me?" but again and again in the Psalms there is the
similar cry and importunity.
Now these faets prove to a demonstration what we so often
assert, namely, that the more distinctive tbe promise-the more
unquestionable the assurance-the stronger the terms of the
covenant, the severer the after-test; the more accute the sufferings; the denser the darkness. In a word, the clearer and the
less doubtful the pledged presence, the more real and distressing the
felt absence.
SAVING FAITH MUST BE TRIED.

Now, here we take our stand. We are quite at a point that
it is so. No mere letter-preachers, no nominal religionists, or socalled Gospel reason el'S, will argue us ont of, or set at naught,
what we assert is more or less the common and unmistakable
experience of the Lord's living family. All God-given and Godmaintained faith must be tried, and that t1-s by fire!
Moreover, the view we thus insist upon is fraught with the
richest consolation to the Lord's fearing, doubting, and, at times,
almost despairing children; because it proves beyond a doubt that
their fears and apprel:.ensions, and their disquietude in regard to
certain by-gone seasons, and, at the time, helpful manifestations
or Divine assurances, as to their genuineness and reality, is by no
means a new path; on the contrary, we have sought to show, with
respect to J acob and David and Paul, that the very course they
had long since traversed, as part of their pathway to the kingdom,
was precisely the same. Theirs were pattern experiences-precious
foreshowings, to be ratified and confirmed in the after-lives of their
pilgrim followers. Therefore, let none say, that this and that
manifestation-this and that hopeful indication-this and that as-surance for the time being of the Lord's good will and favourHis pardoning love and mercy-was not real, but only fancieda mistake-a mere supposition-a simple passing emotion. Ah
no! there is no real ground for entertaining such fears, if at
the time, and for however short a season, there was a falling before
the Lord in grateful acknowledgment-in thankful adoration-in
token of praise and thanksgiving for the hope in His mercy. If
thE're has been a h8artfelt wonder and astonishment at His forbearing goodness and His pardoning love; if there has been an
acknowledgment of His justice, had He condemned rather than pardoned; if there has been an acquitting Him of all censure, and
the sincere endorsement of the Psalmist's testimony, "I know, 0
Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and that in faithfulness Thou
bast afflicted me" i-that was a genuine work. It was of the
Holy Ghost, and not merely of the flesh; and the partaker of
such covenant benefits and supernatural power, has as perfect a
right as J acob to exclaim, "And Thou saidst, I will surely do
thee good." He has no cause whatever to call in question the
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·vitality of the work, or to imagine that the pledge and mamfestation and assurance, were not in reality of the Lord. And,
as we have endeavoured to show, by the experience of J acob,
David, and Paul-present darkness and dubious paths, and deathlike and desolate feelings, are by no means proofs or evidences
that such as are thus exercised are not in the footsteps of the
flock, but quite the contrary.
For the encouragement of the doubting and fearing among our
readers, we wish to lay the greatest possible stress upon the fact,
that it is distinctly the office and work of the Holy Ghost to
convince of sin. What proof was there of this in the case of the
Psalmist; for, although he had been guilty of the most heinous
of sins and the basest of transgressions, he remained ignorant and
hardened under it, until convinced by the Holy Ghost, through
the instrumentality of Nathan. When the" Thou art the man! "
was brought home to his heart and conscience, he then-but not
until then-exclaimed, "Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned,
.and done this evil in Thy sight: that Thou mightest be justified
when Thou speakest, and be clear when Thou judgest."
Now, reader, if you can honestly and sincerely say this, and
that without reserve or exception, you have been brought to that
acknowledgment by the Holy Ghost. It is His work, and He
will assuredly stand by it, and perfect it.
Of this we are most
thoroughly convinced, by the warranty of His own words. It is
as emphatic as the testimony, "No man can call Jesus Lord but
by the Holy Ghost."
Moreover, with respect to the matter already touched upon,
namely, the continuous smile of the Lord, or the walking in
perpetual light and sunshine, as some vainly imagine and others
represent, in such case what becomes of such passages, or where·
their use, as these: "I will bring the blind by a way that they
knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known:
I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things
straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake
them" (Isa. xlii. 16). "Who is among you that feareth the
Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh in
darkness, and hath no light? let him trust in the name of the
Lord, and stay upon his God" (Isa. 1. 10). "And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall
rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you" (John xvi. 22).
In touching, dear reader, upon the Lord's first meeting with and
revealing Himself to J acob, we spoke of the total absence of reproach
or anger, upon the part of the Lord. Do not suppose from that
that the Lord takes no cognizance of sin, or that it is not hateful to Him, and that He does not mean what He elsewhere says,
" Do not that abominable thing that I hate." Ah! if we would
know what sin is, and the inconceivably-momentous cost by which
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it was redeemed and put away, we have only to contemplate the
life and the death of the dear Redeemer; His life as the "Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief" ; His agonizing throes and bloody
sweat m Gethsemane, and His anguished cry upon the cross of
Calvary, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" Here
is the summary of the cost and consequences of sin and transgression. But, as to its being absolutely overlooked-disregardedthought nothing of, upon the part of J ehovah, as far as His people
are concerned, let us again quote J acob, David, and Paul, as
examples. Had not the Patriarch felt sin and transgression, and
feared the consequences, why did he declare before the Lord, "I
am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth,
which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant; for with my staff I
passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.
Deliver me, I pray Thee, from the hand of my brother, from
the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and
See how his
smite me, and the mother with the children."
old sin re-presented itself in long-after-day. God may (and,
blessed be His Name! does) j01'give, but He will not allow
His people to forget. Moreover, in J acob's history, how we see
that Scripture fulfilled, "He that soweth to the flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption." .The. Patriarch, in his earlier day, lent himself to deception and craft, and was he not, again and again, plunged
into trouble by the self-same means of deception and intrigue?
The Lord not bringing Jacob's sin before him, in His earlier
manifestations, was that He should by degrees prepare him for the
sight by first revealing a liTtle of His loving-kindness and mercy.
It is only as ChriEt is more and more revealed, that sin begins
to be seen in its true colours. Mark the method. of the Lord's
dealings in regard to sin, as declared by the prophet Jeremiah,
"Fear thou not, 0 J acob, my servant, saith the Lord: for I
am with thee: for I will make a full end of all the nations
whither I have driven thee: but I will not make a full end of
thee, but correct thee in measure: yet will I not leave thee wholly
unpunished" (Jer. xlvi. 28). Again, note the language of the Prophet
Rosea, "The Lord hath also a controversy with J udah, and will
punish J acob according to his ways; according to his doings will He
recompense him" (Hosea xii. 2). In proof that although the Lord
forgives the sins of' His people, yet He will not allow them to j01'get
them, mark how David, in the very same Psalm in which he speaks of
forgiveness, prays again for pardon. How he pleads for mercy
for the sins of his youth, even though so long gone by, and so
long forgiven. Mark his language in regard to sin, "Pardon mine
iniquity, for it is great." Again, who had a deeper sense of sm
than the Apostle Paul? Does he not declare himself to be "the
chief of sinners"? From all these facts we learn that sin is no
trifling matter, and the more we knowof Christ as the Sin-bearer,

.'
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the greater our dread of sin and the more intense our horror of
it. Of this there cannot be a question.
To return once more to our text, the Lord was pleased to give
to Jacob the additional pledge, "And I will bring thee again
intu this land." In a word, it was promise after promise-pledge
upon pledge, and all based upon the great and glorious Name,
"I am the God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac."
So that, in connection with all theiSe gracious assurances, J acob
had only to recall and to contemplate what Abmham and his
father Isaac were, and whence they came, to realize the Divine
ability and power to fulfil all He now engaged to be and to do.
Further, J ehovah adds, "For I will not leave thee, until I have
done that which I have spoken to thee of."
This, dear reader, is our third point, namely, the permanency
of the promise, or the perpetuity and lasting cha1'acter of the ble8sing~
And here we are again forcibly reminded of the personal
responsibility which the Lord so condescendingly takes upon
Himself. He does not deal in the "you," but in the "L" Hedoes not say, "you shall persevere; you shall hold on; you shall
return"; but, in the most emphatic and most gracious and merciful
way, the Lord J ehovah says, "I will not leave thee, until I havedone that which I have spoken to thee of." Oh, blessed be God
for the great, the glorious, the infinite, the majestic I! I!! I!! !
Ah! dear reader, it necessarily and most blessedly takes us up
far and above the creature (poor, puny man) to the infinite, the
eternal, the all-wise, the self-existing and almighty Jehovah! Oh,
Oh, to revel in this vast, incomprehensible
to nestle there!
Divine Mystery! the J ehovah of hosts! Oh, to lose our littleness
in His immensity! Oh, to be more and more lost in the contemplation of the declaration of Him who said, "I am the Lord;
that is My name; and My glory will I not give to another, nor
My praise to graven images." Oh, that we could forget self in
Him! Oh, that we could follow in the footsteps of the
Patriarch, as recorded in regard to his after-day, when, as a plea
-and a most powerful plea, too-as to his then difficulty and
danger, "And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good." It was
such a recognition of His authority; it was such an acknowledgment of His veracity; it was such a reposing upon His power;,
it was such an appeal to His pledge and results, that arguments
and reminders were most acceptable to J ehovah, who loves to bepleaded with and reminded of His word, for He says, "Put Me
in remembrance; plead with Me."
THE OHILDREN'S ORY AND THE FATHER'S OOMPASSIO

T.

Ah! dear reader, what should we do without this permission
and privilege-yea, these exhortations and encouragements? In
the midst of all our surroundings; with sin, Satan, and the world

406

The Gospel M agazzne.

against us; with the continuous and the increasing failure of
heart and flesh; with the near approach of death and all the
vastness and mightiness of a never-ending eternity; what should
or what could we do, without a mercy-seat, and without Him,
who, seated thereon, says, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all
ye ends of the earth?" "Call upon Me in the day of trouble:
I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me"; "The thing
that is too hard for thee, bring it unto Me, and I will hear it " ?
Oh, what should or what could we do, had not He said, "I the
Lord change not; therefore ye sons of J acob are not consumed"; "The Lord will give grace and glory: no good
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly"? Oh,
m~rk the words of Jesus, "La, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world"; "And even to your old age I am He;
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you: I have made, and I
will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you" (Isa. xlvi. 4) ;
" Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish
in the courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in
old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; to show that the
Lord is upright: He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness
in Him" (Psa. xcii. 13-15) ; "As for me, I will behold Thy face
in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy
likeness" (Psa. xvii. 15).
Be assured, dear reader, that, as we advance on our pilgrimjourney, and get nearer and still nearer the house appointed for
all living, nothing short of these covenant realities, and these
divine verities, will suffice or satisfy. As our consolation-our
hope-our trust-our Patriarch-plea must be, "And Thou saidst,
I will surely do thee good"; "Be it unto me according to Thy
word"; "I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I
have spoken to thee of."
It is not in self-not in our attainments or knowledge or
experience, consists our safety or satisfaction. By no means. As
a foundation, all such refuge or resources would give way. It is
in the word of the Lord-the pledge of the Lord-the covenant
of our God, consists our safety, our blessedness, our satisfaction.
The past, as proof and pattern of His power; the past, as pledge
of His love; the past, as illustrative of His wisdom, grace, and
strength, is of vast moment and importance; but it will not do
to rest in or build upon, as meeting present necessities or
coming requirements. No, it must be renewed communication
-fresh tokens-new proofs of His presence, His power, and His
prospective benefits and blessings, as held in reserve for daily
.development, and the ultimate crowning of the grace with the
glory that awaits His one Church in His own immediate
presence. Hence our present state or position is not stationary
·or abiding. By no means. "This is not our rest." Sorry
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indeed should we be, were it so. We are travellers. We are
exiles. We are soldiers, on the battle-field, and in the midst of
the deadly conflict with the world, the flesh, and the devil.
We are children-aye, and such children, too, the merest babes
-at school; slow, because dull scholars-forgetful and wayward
to the last degree. N one found this more than poor old J acob,
in spite of the covenant promises and the gracious pledges with
which he commenced his so changing and eventful career. He
said, as all taught by the same Spirit and led through the
same chequered career, must acknowledge likewise, "Few and
evil have the days of my life been." Nevertheless, (blessed be
God 1) the finale-the ultimate issue-will be the same dear old
Patriarch's exclamation, "It is enough!" "I have waited for
Thy salvation, 0 Lord."
THE EDITOR.
Soutllvillo, Granada Road, South.sea, Sunday, May !.st, 1892.

I WOULD SEE JESUS.
(JOHN

I

xii. 21;

MATTHEW

v. 8.)

see Jesus, for my heart is hungry,
And earth's bare desert yields no strengthening meat;
I would see Jesus, I would feed upon HimThe" Angels' Food," the" Hidden Manna" sweet.
WOULD

I would see Jesus, for I thirst for pleasure,
And earth's poor cisterns are defiled and dry;
I would see Jesus, for in His bright presence
There is a fulness of celestial joy.
I would see Jesus, for the way is rugged,
And my weak heart the sweeping storms alarm;
I would see Jesus, I would walk beside Him,
Wauld cross the desert leaning on His arm.
I would see Jesus, for my soul is weary
Of earth's wild tumult and its bitter strife;
I would see Jesus, I would rest my spirit
Beneath the shadow of the Tree of Life.
I would see Jesus, for my heart is bleeding,
A mortal's touch would but increase its sore;
I would see Jesus, for I know He healeth
The" broken.hearted "-me He could restore.
I would see Jesus, for my life is lonelySome dear ones sleep, and some are far away;
I would see Jesus-oh, I would be soothed,
And satisfied with His own love to-day.
\

I would see Jesus; 0 Thou God Incarnate,
Thy holy face the "pure" alone can "see";
Oh, by Thy blood remove my crimson sin-spots,
Then manifest Thyself afresh to me.
ISA.
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THE APOSTLE JAMES'S LOOKING-GLASS.
•, For if any be a hearer of the Word, and not a doer, he is like nnto
a man beholding his nat'lLral face in a glass,' for he beholdeth himself, and
goeth his way, and stmightway forgetteth what manner of man he was,"JAMES i. 23-24.
DEAR LORD, enlighten our understanding, enlarge our hearts in the
knowledge of divine things, and quicken our faith; for we desire to write
unto Thy children, Lord, things that shaH comfort and profit their
souls as weIl as my own, and that in all Christ may be glorified. To
our subject then. There is not much said of certainty respecting the
Apostle James, but this we gather, that he was appointed by the Apostles
Bishop of Jerusalem, where he suffered martyrdom for his zeal and
fidelity in the cause of his Lord and Master. Certainly his teaching is
most precious and valuable, and his brief Epistle before us is a grand
sustaining of that essential principle of true religion-vitcLl godliness.
To confine our thoughts to the portion given us (we trust, by God),
note with us, beloved1. What it is to be really a doer of the Word; and thenn. We will glance into the Apostle JCLmes's looking-glass; and methinks
we shaH see therein a faithful reflection of man's condition and character before God.
First. What it is to be really" a doer of the Word"? vVe say j'eully, for
there is such a thing as "deadly doings," which need exposing. Now
captious readers of the Bible have dared to state that Paul and J ames
differed respecting the way in which a sinner is justified before God;
Paul teaching that salvation is all of grace and that a man is "justified
by faith," while J ames teaches that a man is "justified by his works."
This is a complete mistake and n. total misconception. No such thing;
both had the same Teacher, the Holy Ghost, and both taught the same
thing. True, J ames having constantly to cont-end with self-righteous
Pharisees, his faithful preaching partook more of the practical aspect
of religion; needful for those by whom he was surrounded, who, perverting the doctrine of Paul, became libertines-loose in practice and
life; therefore the tendency of J ames's teaching was to show them
that faith wiohout works-that is, without fruit and effects-was dead,
and that such were only hearers of the Word, and not doers. As dear
HART says"Dry doctrine cannot save us,
Blind zeal or false devotion:
The feeblest prayer,
If faith be there,
Exceeds all empty notion."
And was this empty-notion nligion confined to J ames's times 1 Verily
not. Alas! alas! how many :tre living in these days under the mask
of a religious profession, who know nothing about vital godliness, or a
heart-possession of the grace of God. "They are [as our passage says]
like a man beholding his natuml face in the glass." They see nothing
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else but nature, nor do they want to see anything more. They are
self-satisfied, and content with a carnal and flesh-pleasing religion. If
you ask them about the state of their souls-if they have felt what it
is to be sinners before God, they become offended, and wish you to
be gone, and straightway drown in worldly pleasures the very thought
·of "what manner of men they are." Far different is it with the
living, grace-taught and humbled man. "He looketh into the perfect
law of liberty." And what is that? Why, the Gospel; and, beholding
hims'llf in the looking-glass of God's Word, it tells him all about his
{londitioll as a poor hell-deserving, self-condemned sinner, and reveals
to him, through the insight of the Spirit of God, his standing in
Christ as a saved man.
But we are to inquire what it is to be "a doer of the Word".f!
Many read this as if it said, "Be ye doers of the wo'rk"; but no, it
is, "doers of the WORD." And what does this mean? Why, plainly
enough, live out the Word. Is it the Word of T?'uth? listen to it and
receive it as the truth of God, and be not carried away with the
countless opinions of men. Is it the Word of Salvation? rejoice in it as
just suitable to the sinner's need. Is it the WO'l'd of P?'omise? rest upon
it to your comfort, and ask God to remember the VVord unto His
servant, upon which He hath caused him to hope. Is it the Word of
Admonition? Crave grace to enable you to carry out its injunctions.
This is being" a doer of the Word."
But then the captious readers of the Bible referred to, say, "But
see chapter ii. 21, does it not there state, ' Was not Abraham our
father justified by works'?" It does; but when? and how? and what
work? Read the remainder of the passage, " When he offered Isaac his
son upon the altar." God said to him, "Take now thy son, thine
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the
mountains which I will tell thee of. And Abraham rose up early,
• . . . and went unto the place of which God had told him." He
was thus a doer of God's Word, drank into God's will, became
submissive to it, and acted upon it. He was thus justified by the
obedience of faith. This is being a doer of the Word-even a ca?Tying
out God's will, without dispute or halting; and this was the anxious
desire of the beloved John concerning his brethren. He speaks of
"labouring fervently for you that ye stand perfect and complete in all
the will of God." That's it! that's it! We want to drink deeply into the
will of God-to be a doer of His Word. This is the perfection and
completeness we erave, although we must say that we do not believe
we shall completely attain to it until we reach heaven, No; we shall
only stand perfect and complete in the will of God when "this
mortal shall put on immortality; still, as we struggle on, we may and
do desire to stand in all the will of God, to become more strongly
a doer of His Word. May He give us that faith which shall enable
us to do so, I do love those lines which come to us at the moment" 'Not so, my Father,' oft we say,
'This pain, this grief remove;'
Too blind to fathom Wisdom's way,
Or think it sent in love.
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" 0 God, we fall before Thy feet,
Adore Thy wondrous ways,
Who makes our bitter portions sweet,
And turns om' groans to praise."

"Be ye doers of God's Word";." Oontinue in prayer, and watch
in the same with thanksgiving." A grace watching, and a faith
waiting, will be crowned by a glorious and God-like working. Oh, for
more submission to the Father's will! This is the fruit of faith we
covet. "Nevertheless," said Peter to the Master, "at Thy word I
will let down the net." He did so, and drew immediately from the
depths of the sea a net-full of fishes. Listen to the Master's word of
command, and drink into the Father's will, and expect the blessing.
Sometimes the blessing will leap down from heaven out from the
royal throne at once; at other times we must wait, and sometimes wait
long, for its accomplishment. But let it be a faith's yielding to God's
will. At Thy word, and according to that word, so will I do, "nothing
doubting."
And, upon the point we are contemplating, I have been much struck
with Oolossians iv. 2, "Oontinue in prayer, and watch in the same
with thanksgiving." We do know what it is to "pray without
ceasing," fellow-Ohristian, do we not 7 The heart is going up iu
upliftings to the throne of grace all the day, even during the busy
moments of life; but this is the point : We pray for a thing, but do
we watch for God's development in the answer to such prayer 7 Do·
we watch in the same? It may come, and, I find, generally does, in a
way very conflicting to flesh and blood, and contrary to our expecbtions ;.
but our position is to "watch in the same," and we may depend upon.
it the answer will be in the right way, and the best for us. What
Ohristian, who has advanced in divine things, but what has to look
back with wonder and amazement at how the Lord has developed
His will in the matter! bringing us to see that, if we had received
our puny desire as contemplated, it would not have been good for us r
but the marvellous and gracious way in which He ha<; worked-sG
God-like, so glorious-has brought us to silence of self and spiritual
thanksgiving.
Secondly. And now notice with us, that God's Word is a faithful'
looking-glass j it just reflects the lineaments of the character of a man
itS he is.
Sometimes, in this day of photography, however excellent
lik.enesses produced may be, we are conscious that in the production,
somehow, we are flattered-our features certainly look better than they
j'eally are; but not so the glass of the ",Vord, it always tells the truth.
Let the Pharisee look into the glass of the Word, and it says to him,
"vVoe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean
the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of
extortion and excess."
Let the formalist and Ritualist look into the glass of the Word, and
it tells them, "By the deeds of the law shall no man living be justi-fied "; while the Master of assemblies says, "Bring no more vain
oblations; incense is an abomination nnto Me; I cannot away with
them. And, when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide Mine eyes
from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear you," &c.
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Let the free-wilier look into the glass of the Word, and it will tell
him, "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God."
Let the ungodly man look into the glass of the Word, and it tells
him, plainly enough, that "the wicked shall be turned into helL"
"Oh, how uncharitable!" some would say; "you should not use such
harshness." We would remind such that it is not our statement, but
the Word of God, and this must be true. AgainLet the worldly ~'eligious look into the glass of the Word, and read
as follows: "In the mean time, when there were gathered together an
innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon
another, Jesus began to say unto His disciples first of all, Beware ye
of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy." He was not
flattered by so many surrounding Him, nor did He ever "mince
the matter" ; and so now, when we see multitudes pressing into places
of worship, where we know the truth is not preached, we may well cry,
"Be~oare of the leaven of the PhaTisees, which is hypocrisy," Oh, the glass
of the Word gives its faithful reflection, and nothing is hid from the
God of the Word.
But we must notice here, that the glass of the W01'd is so truthful,
that, even "after ?'egenemtion," it tells unsparingly of the errors ana
sins of the most favoured of men. We take a few cases in proof of
this. Look into the glass of the Word, and it tells of Noah, who fell
into the sin of intemperance; of Abmham, who deceitfully represented
his wife to be his sister, before Abimelech; of Jacob, who thought all
the dealings of God were against him; of Moses, who slew an Egyptian
and hid his body in the sand, and who rebelled so against God, that
He only permitted him to see the promised land afar off, but did not
allow him to go into it; of David, who committed adultery, and
robbed the poor man of his ewe lamb; of Jehoshaphat, who, after signal
deliverances and mercies, joined himself to Ahaziah, king of Israel,
who did very wickedly; of Hezekiah, who, after having his life
prolonged fifteen years, had his heart lifted up in pride and vain
conceit; ot' Jonah, who fled from the presence of the Lord, and afterwards declared it was better for him to die than to live, and that
he did well to be angry with his God; of Je~'emiah, who charged
God with being as waters that failed him"; of EphTaim, whom God
called a silly dove, and one who feedeth upon wind; of Pa~bl and
Bamabas, who, differing as to their companions, manifested hot and
un-Christian-like tempers, "the contention becoming so sharp that they
departed asunder the one from the other"; of Peter, who so
constantly proved himself a man full of false zeal and human frailty,
and who at last denied his Lord! A pretty foundation Peter, indeed,
for a Church to build upon! Verily, it must be a rotten church to
attempt it. Well, many other cases might be given by looking into
the glass of God's Word, faithful and true, and showing us, for our
consolation and comfort, I think, that the Bible is not what modern
theology makes it, a book of saints, but a book of sinners.
Beloved, we are not for a moment justifying these swarthy features,
which are to be traced on looking into the faithful glass of the Word;
nor can we pride ourselves upon being one whit better or holier than
\
2 H
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those that have gone before. No; our uppermost cry, in beholding
ourselves in ourselves, is surely this, Woe is me! Woe is me! Dear
Mr. BRADBURY exactly describes my feelings here. He says in one of
his sermons" , Who am I?' Mark, the greater the experience of grace, the greater
the sense of unworthiness. Is this the question raised in the hearts of
God's people 1
Who am 11 'Dust and ashes '-Abraham (Gen. xviii. 27).
Who am 11 'I am less than all '-Jacob (Gen. xxxii. 10).
Who am I~ 'Behold, I am vile'-Job (Job xl. 4).
Who am 11 'A worm and no man '-David (Psalm xxii. 6).
Who am 11 I A sinful man, 0 Lord '-Peter (Luke v. 8).
Who am 11 I Chief of sinners '-Paul (1 Tim. i. 15).
Who am 11 'As dead '-John (Rev. i. 17)."
Beloved, this is a truthful extract. Copy it, and put it on one of
the fly leaves of your Bible. I shall. It is worth referring to again
and again, to remind us who we are, and what we are. Ah! it is
so; and we can only hide ourselves as poor nothings at all-sinDers,
sinners, to the end; and, the deeper our experience, the more we
shall acknowledge our unworthiness. *
We have thus glanced into the Apostle J ames's "looking-glass," and
traced some of the features of a man who, beholding his natural face
therein, " goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man
he was"; and we have also faithfully told the tale, that even after
regeneration, so does the infection of human nature remain in us, that
we shall still trace some ugly features of the old nature, if we look
into the glass of the Word. But now let us turn from nature to gmce ;
for the Apostle tells us of a precious and different looking,-" But
whoso looketh into the perfect Inw of liberty, and continueth therein,
he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work; this man
shall be blessed in his deed." Let us, then, in the remainder of the
space at our command, dear reader; trace marks and features of the
man of grace, who thus" looketh into the perfect law of liberty," even
the Gospel of Christ; for "if the truth make you free, ye shall be free
indeed."
And, first, we notice that a Christian man is a cJwsen man, chosen in
Christ from all eternity. I must leave those who quarrel with such a
gracious truth to themselves; all I know is that I rejoice in it, and am
humbled before God at its graciousness, and am experimentally persuaded
that" He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me, notwithstanding all."
I know full well that many who dislike the doctrine of God's sovereign
love and choice try to explain it away thus, knowing that they cannot
honestly read the Word and gainsay the fact. They say, "Oh, God
had a people, but it was a national choice; and then He chose Paul
and others to be leaders of the people." Ab! blessed be God, election
does not stop here. Did He not choose a Lydia, who was not a Jewess
but a Gentile 1 Did He not choose the woman at the well, and she was
., Of this there can be no question.

It is indeed a verity.-ED.
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.a Samaritan ~ Nay, to come home. Can we attribute our knowledge
{)f divine things and eternal salvation to anything short of, "Go thy
way: for he is a chosen vessel unto Me " ~ I cannot, therefore, but rejoice in the fact that a Christian is a chosen man.
And this leads us to another truth, namely, the Christian is a called
man-called by Divine grace. "Where the word of a King is, there is
power." And where is the word of a King ~ Here we have it, not
from an earthly monarch, but from the Prince of Pllace Himself,
.,' Bring my SORS from afar, and my daughters from the ends of the
earth." And, being a called man, it may not be a violent call, but a
venturing call-" If I may but touch"; "So will I go in unto the King:
and if I perish, I perish"; but, whether violent or venturing, the effect is
the same, even to bring to the feet of Jesus. " I will call," says the Lord
J ehovah, "one of a city and two of a family, and I will bring them to
Zion." And one thing we may be perfectly assured of, namely, that
whom the Lord calls, He calls effectually. It must be so. It is the call
of Divine sovereignty, and must prevail. The call of man to man, to
-come to Jesus, will prove, again and again, a matter of feeling, which
will fail; but not so God's call. This reaches the heart, and neither
persecution, privation, nor even death, can undo this. "I will take,"
and" I will bring," are links in a chain which cannot be broken.
And the fruit and effect of "Divine calling" will be that the
Christian becomes a changed man. He loathes that which he once
loved; his back is upon the world, and his face Zionward. "They
that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh, but they that
are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit." Ah! it is "the things of
he Spirit" he now craves - those gifts and graces that He alone can
give; and let a man taste of the companionship of Jesus, so sweet
and precious, it will spoil him for the companionship of the world.
Alone with Jesus, up yon hill, or by the side of yon pathway, or
in yon shady nook-oh, "these are the happiest moments of my life."
And my Jesus hears more about me alone, than He does in public.
Do you go with us in such experience, beloved ~ *' Amidst crushing
(lares, the Christian finds his greatest solace alone with J eSllS. " Walks
and talks with Jesus," is the title of his book of daily experience,
and in it lies the secret of a religion worth possessing. Such statements will prepare us for another feature, namelyThe Christian is a crying man, for crying is praying, with him,
and praying does not, sometimes, get beyond the cry. If we omit
family prayers, we are off all the day praying for the family. Yea,
sometimes it is the mere groaning; the groans may be minus the
gift of prayer, but such groaning is far better than the glib tongue
and attempted orations before God. Oh, how I loathe pl'wching
prayers! but I love penitent prayers. t The throne of grace is a suitable
spot for the heartfelt sinner. Broken petitions from a contrite and
broken heart, "0 God, Thou wilt not despise." Ah! beloved, God
knows our sighs, and often "the sigh" expresses to Him a depth of
feeling which words would fail to express. God's elect " Cry day and
night unto Him," and have the assurance that He hears their cries.
• Yes, yes, dear brother.

t There's all the difference.-ED.

2 H 2

444

The Gospel Magazine.

Again. A Christian man is a cmving man-he craves for spiritual
food. "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness,
for they shall be filled." "I am that bread of life," said our blessed
Redeemer, the living bread which came down from heaven; "if any
man eat of this bread he shall live for ever," &c. A short time ago
I said to a High Church parson, "Oh, what I want is food, food for
my soul, when I go to a place of worship." His reply was significant.
He said, "Oh, we don't go to Church for food, but to worship."%·
Blessed be God, I think I know what it is to go with the earnest
desire to worship my God, but what did our Saviour tell Peter?
even, " Feed My sheep." If the sheep would not want feeding, He
would not have told him to feed them. And I know this-let the
poor bleating sheep of God get spiritual food, and they cannot help
worshipping and adoring the God of their salvation.
Praise will
follow the portion blessed. And our point here is brought out in our
passage. The Apostle James says, "But whoso looketh into the
perfect law or liberty "-that is, the Gospel, and is not moved away
from it in purpose, desire, and practice-" this man is a doer of the
work. Yes, of the work, as we have described-the" work of faith and
labour of love "-submissive to God's will, and carrying out that will
in obedience, and in the patience of hope; this is the work we rejoice
in, for it is spiritual. Sucb, living upon the testimony and promise of
the Word, are justified and blessed in the deed, because it is the
deed of the Holy Spirit within, bringing good to the soul and glory
to God. This is the justification which the Apostle means. "The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be
desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also
than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is Thy sen-ant
warned: and in keeping of them there is great rewa?·d."
And, with such desires and under such a consideration, one thing
cheering is that, with all our shortcoming:::, beloved, ue are not forgetful
hearers of the real truth of God. No, indeed. True, we hear much
that is of so evanescent a style and character, that it has all gone
from us ere we reach the porch of the place of worship; but not so
where the preaching has been faithful and the power of the Holy
Ghost felt. We cannot soon forget the word then. Indeed, I am
sure that I speak the language of many of God's people when I say,
I can remember the savour of some sermons preached twenty, thirty,
or more years ago; and I am sure this would not be the case, if the
testimony had not been the truth of God. Storms and tempests have
rolled over our heads since the day when such and such a portion
was made precious to us, but no storm or tempest has wailhed away
the remembrance of passage and portion, sealed home by the power
of the Holy Spirit. No, we are not "forgetful hearers" of the pure
truth of God.
The Christian is a covered man, and he needs the covering. That
is a precious assertion, Isaiah xxii. 17, "The Lord will surely cover
thee" (marginal reading, "The Lord who covereth thee with an
.. Worship indeed! What is it but heathenish blindness, the which a heart·
searching, rein·trying God despises? (See Isa. i. 1l.15).-ED.
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excellent covering "). And it is an "excellent covering." Ma,rk its
character and completeness, "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my
soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with' the
garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride
adorneth herself with her jewels," This word has come to me to-day
with great power and unction-covered. I cannot get away from it,
nor do I want to. Covered. 0 Lord, the tempest upon me is severe,
the waves of care look very crest,ed and angry, but I hear Thy voice
above their tumult, saying, "I have covered thee." Dear Lord, the
future looks anything but promising to me; black clouds are gathering, and I fear this thing and faint at the thought of other things
that seem threatening, but I hear Thee whispering in love, "I have
covered thee," and I am comforted. But, dear Lord, I feel such a
sinful creature. People little know what is passing in this vile heart
of mine, its devices and desires are deceitful. I seem fnir before men,
but foul before Thee. Again Thy voice of assurance brings peace, "I
have covered thee." "I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins; return unto Me, for I have
redeemed thee." Oh, it is a blessed word-" covered!" may it be our
constant comfort and comlolation, beloved. That man who ignores the
atonement of Christ, is an unco'l;ued man. I pity him in the day of
trouble; I pity him on the dying pillow; I pity him in the judgment
day. "Blessed is he whose sin is covered."*'
A Christian is a concerned mnn. Yes, concerned at the God-dishonouring things of the day, that are bringing His judgments upon dear old
,England; concerned at the dethroning of Christ, and substituting the
creature in His place; concerned at the ignoring of the Holy Ghost;
concerned at the wide-spread profession and formalism of the day; and
there are a multitude of other evils, which cause him to bow his head
and have a sorrowful heart. He is concerned, too, to be himself right
for eternity, and that those so dear to him may be saved.
The Christian is a chnstened 1nnn. Time was that he ran, now he
walks. It was that he took strides, now he takes steps. He felt great,
now he feels as nothing. He could talk (at least he thought so), and
his tongue ran on; now the talk is taken out of him, and he thinks.
"Deep waters are silent." "Lord, in trouble have they visited Thee;
they poured out a prayer when Thy chastening was upon them." Ah!
they are poured out prayers when the Lord chastens-no set expressions
then. The everlasting Churchman's Prayer Book then fails, often, to
describe the real soul distress. As one said to us in answer to our
inquiry, "Well, did the so-called priest reading prayers from his book,
do you any good ~ " " No, sir, not the least." No; all is empty work
when the chastening of the Lord is upon a poor soul, but the pouring
out of the soul, under such circumstances, is recognized by God; the
" Amen, amen to all you say, dear brother, about the covering. Is not that a
precious truth in Exodus xxxiii., where (we speak it with reverence) the Lord
could not feel it in his heart to refuse Moses' request to "show him His glory,"
but said, "I will put thee in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover thee with My
hand while I pass by"? It is just like His kind and gracious doings, blessed be
His dear and precious Name !-ED.

446

Ihe Gospel Magazz'ne.

box broken sends forth the precious ointment of a heavenly-taught and'
disciplined soul.
The Ohlistian is a company man. Not a society man; this is a
worldly phrase, and he hates the society of the world, but he longS'
for the company of those who can and will talk to him of Jesus. I
would go miles to meet with a saint of God, whose heart is full of
Jesus. His home may be humble enough; indeed, I find more vital
godliness in the humble home, than in the mansions of the worldly great.
"The poor have the Gospel preached to them." That is, they receive
it with joy, where the heart is awake to its glorious sound. I love
to turn into the cottage home of such-to see the Bible on the knees
of the humble man. His talk, if not always grammatical, as far as
expression is concerned, is yet spiritual, and there is about him the
tone and temper and teaching of a child of God, which makes his
company acceptable. But the cold professor, who shuts up and recoils
as soon as you name the name of Jesus-the company of such is as
distasteful to me as mine is to them,
But once more. The Christian will be a crowned 1nan. The looking-glass
of God's Word tells him he will be "a crown of njoicing" (1 Thess. ii. 19),
and that he will have "a crown of life" (James i. 12); "a m'own of
righteousness" (2 Tim. iv. 8); and "a m'own of glm'Y" (1 Peter v. 4).
Yes, he" will be a "C1'Own of rejoicing" to servant and Saviour; for
the Apostle Paul says, "What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing 1 Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at
His coming 1" And, at that coming, Christ Himself shall "see of the
travail of His soul and be satisfied."
"A CTou'n of life." This we have in connection with our portion
(12th verse), "Blessed is the man that, endureth temptation: for when
he is tried, he shall receive the C1'OV.m of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love Him." Yes, eternal life ! No more return
to earth!
"A CfOVJn of 1·ighteousnes8." "Henceforth," says the Apostle, with
holy rapture, "there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness
. . . . and not for me only, but for all those that love His appearing."
Are not we among those, dear reader, who love, look for, and long
for " His appearing" 1
And then a "m'own of glmy." "And when the chief Shepherd shall
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away."
"The sands of time are sinking,
The dawn of heaven breaks;
The summer morD. I sighed for,
The fair sweet morn, awakes.

" Dark, dark hath been the midnight,
But dayspring is at hand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's land."

Beloved, in conclusion, let me say, I cannot think that we have
looked, at this time, in vain into the glass of God's W ord. We have
drawn attention to the oft-misused and misunderstood expression,
" Be ye dom's of the W m'd " ; some reading it as if it was a doer of the work
of salvation-as if part of that work was God's work, and part man's
-a self-supposed co-partnership, which is certainly not in God's
covenant. No, indeed. And we have shown that "a doer of thl?i
Word" is one who drinks into the mind and will of God, and acts
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upon it. If the Word is " a Word of Salvation," in it such see the
way they alone can be saved. Is it a Wm'd of Promise to a poor
distressed soul1 such will take it, and believe that the Faithful
Promiser will be as good as His word. Is it "a Word of ExMrta.
tion" ? such will listen to it, and ask for grace to carry it out in life,
walk, and conduct. In fact, a doer of the Word is one who takes
God at His word, and is justified by the "work of faith and labour
of love," which is in obedience to the will of his God. And then we
have seen what a faithful looking-glass that Word is. It just reflects
the truth concerning the one who looks into it.
It tells the tale to the Pharisee, that he is under the Master's
" Woe! " It shows the formalist how his religion and his self-imposed
doings are obnoxious to God. It brings the free-willer to grief in his
creature works, which are not acceptable to the Most High. It tells
the ungodly man that his course must end in certain ruin; and it
warns all of the false leaven of the worldly religious, which in God's
sight is hypocrisy. And further, so faithfully does this lookingglass reflect the truth, that it also searches out plainly enough the
black side of the Ohristian's character: telling of how Noah gave
way to the sin of intemperance; Ab·raham was guilty of deceit;
Jacob, of rebellion; Moses, of murder; David, of adultery; Jehoshaphat,
of unfaithfulness; Hezekiah, of pride; Jmw,h, of anger; Jeremiah, of
hard thoughts of his God; Ephmim, of folly; Paul and Barnabas, of
temper; and Peter, of inconsistency. Oh, it is indeed a faithful
mirror, and makes out God's own as far from saints, and much
'
nearer the title of sinners.
But then, for our encouragement, it reflects the bright side of our
condition, and tells how the Lord's servant is a chosen man in Ohrist;
a called man by the Holy Spirit; a changed man, who has passed from
death unto life; a crying man, who needs not essays on prayer, but
who lives all the day, and every day, in the element of prayer; a
craving man, who hungers for food for the soul as much as he does
food for the body, and who is no "jlYrgetj1l1 heaTer," when he drinks
in the word of eternal life; a covered man-all his sins covered by the
blood of Jesus; a cm~cerned ma.n, anxious for himself and others dear
to him; a chastened man, meetened by trial and matured by grace; a
company man, who loves companionship with "the sect everywhere
spoken against," and who will finally be a crowned man; for God's
order of things, with Master and man, is that exaltation follows
humiliation. What say you to these things, dear reader 1 Do they
accord with your experience; and do you sing with us, concerning God's
faithful mirror, that reflects the truth at all times"Oh, Book! infinite sweetness! let my heart
Suck eveTy letter, and a honey gain;
Precious for every grief in any part,
To clear the breast, to mollify all pain"?
"I thank God, through Jesus Ohrist our Lord," if you do with us
grasp these things, to your comfort and joy, beloved. "Peace be to
thee." We" greet all those who love us in the faith."
Burton-on-Trent.
G. O.
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lli.lgrim lapers.
THE LIVING BREAD.
.. I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of
this bread, he shall live fm' ever," -JOHN vi. 51.
FOOD is appointed and provided for pilgrims as they journey through the
wilderness. They are fed as well as led. That food is Christ, "the
Bread of Life" (ver, 48). Living on Christ, the" Hidden Manna" (Rev. ii.
17), is the best evidence of the possession of divine life (ver. 53).
I. The Bnad. The Lord Jesus Christ, as the Bread of Life, was strikingly typified by the manna which came down from heaven for Israel in
the time of extremity, when the chosen people were unable to obtain
other sustenance, and must have perished without it. Just so, Jesus
comes to hungry, perishing souls fainting in the wilderness, whom the
Lord has delivered from Egyptian bondage, made the world a wilderness
to them, and turned their feet towards the heavenly Canaan. While we
consider the symbol, the Lord grant we may gather something of the
substance.
1. The manna was wildernessjood. It was neither needed nor desired
while Israel was yet in Egypt. It was God's own provision for wilderness
need. When we were in nature's bondage, Christ was neither needed nor
desired. A felt sense of need of Jesus, and a spiritual desire after Jesus,
is a sweet proof of deliverance from our natural state.
2. The manna fell for these wayfarers during the night, in the dm'k;
when and how it came they neither saw nor knew. The spiritual Manna
often comes down for the spiritual Israel when they know it not, and
while, because of darkness and weariness, they are utterly unconscious of
what great things the Lord is doing for them during the night of sorrow
and dismay, It is, however, made known in due time, when the shadows
flee away, and the dawning light reveals the love-acts of J ehovab,
3. When this took place, and the morning broke over the camp, the
children of Israel arose and went forth to seek the good gift of their
faithful God. It is likewise His purpose and will that His people shall
seek for Christ until He is found of them, in the same way as they sought
for the manna.
4. It is an instructive fact that the manna was found" unde?' the dew."
It is only under the sacred bedewings of the blessed Spirit that Christ
is ever found in such a way as to become the sinner's portion. It
was, however, "after the dew had gone up" (Exod, xvi. 14) that the
manna became food for the people. Similarly, it is often after the
sweetness and first freshness of the gracious visitations of the good
Spirit have departed, that Christ really becomes food to the soul, sustaining it during the heat and burden of the day of conflict, toil, trial,
and travel. Thus, though the sweet feeling may soon depart, the sustaining pOWe?' remains.
5. The manna fell daily. Not only a portion, but the very portion
apoointed for each for that specific day, just in the measure which
co;responded to the day's need, and no more-" The portion of a day in
his day" (Exod. xvi. 4, margin). The recipients of this grace could
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not obtain to-morrow's supply until to-morrow came (verse 20). Whilst
'receiving to-day's supply to the full extent of to-day's necessities (ver.
18), they had to learn to trust for the morrow. The Lord's dealings
with them obliged them to live by faith.
6. This manna was the free gift of God to people who in no wise
deserved it. Rebellious, murmuring, and backsliding though they were,
yet the Lord's mercy and compassions failed not; "Many a time turned
He His anger away," and never ceased to supply them with the heavenly
manna all the time they needed it, notwithstanding all their provocations. The Lord continually gave it them to eat (Exod. xvi. 16).
7. Look at it! H was" a small round thing, as small as the hoar
frost" (ver. 14). Its minuteness sets forth the insignificance and despicableness of the Lord Jesus in the eyes of the world. When He
came down from heaven as a new-born babe on Mary's knee, He was
indeed" small and despised" (Ps. cxix. 141). The manna was also
"round," which denotes the eternity of the Lord Jesus as the Son of
'God in His divine nature, having "neither beginning of days nor end
of life."
8. The manna lay "on the ground," where it was easily accessible
even to little children. This beautifully points to the meekness and
condescension of Jesus, who made Himself of "no reputation," and
laid His body as the ground to be trodden on and bruised, and
thereby places Himself within reach of the feeblest babes in grace.
9. It was also "white" and "sweet" (ver. 31): in its whitenes8
showing the purity and perfection of the antitype ; and its "sweetness"
reminded believers of Him of whom the pilgrims sing as they taste
that the Lord is gracious"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear;
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."
But now, before the manna can do Israel good, something else must
take place. To see it, admire it, or even to talk about it, will not
save a single soul from perishing with hunger. It must be eaten and
'partaken of, and this by each individual for himself. Another man's
eating will not satisfy the hungry one. This brings us to the second
part of our very interesting subject, namely11. The eating of the Bread-" If any man eat of this bread." Let
us consider it.
1. The first thought is that of appropriation, and it is in the partaking of Christ that the reality of Ohristian experience consists.
'When the son of Israel went forth in the morning with a good appet~te
to seek for that food which had come down during the night, he soon
found the portion appointed for him. His next concern was to lay
hold of that portion, and so to appropriate it as his. This aptly represents how the spiritual Israel of God seek for spiritual food, and
stretch forth the hand of a living faith - however feebly and tremblingly-longing to lay hold of a precious Christ by an act of appropriating faith.
2. After the bread had fallen and been gathered, the second step
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was its prtparation as food, for we read, "And the people went aboutand gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and
baked it in pans, and made cakes of it" (Num. xi. 8). This graphically
shows the "bruising" (Isa. liii. 5) of the Lord Jesus, who also endured the fire of Divine wrath, and was •• broken" (1 Cor. xi. 24)
as food for His redeemed ones.
3. The manna thus prepared was then partaken of. They tasted it.
They lived on it. The Lord Jesus taught His disciples, "So he that
eateth Me, even he shall live by Me" (John vi. 57). To taste His
grace and live in His blessed truth, and so to find His words and eat
them, proves that He is truly ours, and by this the Word-which is
:;Himself- becomes the joy and rejoicing of our heart. (Oompare J er.
xv. 16, with John i. 14.)
4. Again, the eating of the bread implies its assimilation, by which
the eaters receive it into vital union with themselves, and by which,
indeed, it becomes their life. This is the glorious truth referred to in
so many passages which describe the vital union existing between
Christ and those made partakers of Him. The Apostle declares,
respecting his spiritual life, "Nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Ohrist
liveth in me" (Gal. ii. 20).
5. By eating the bread strength is secretly imparted to the body literally. We eat and are strengthened. In like manner, they who liv~
upon Christ find strength is mysteriously and secretly imparted to their
souls day by day, according to His own Word, " This is the bread that
cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die ,r
(John vi. 50).
6. Further, eating denotes the producing of pe1ject oneness between
the food and its partakers. By it the bread is soon so intimately and
entirely one with the body, that it is the body. Thus the Lord Jesus
describes this oneness between Himself and His disciples, " He
that eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood dwelleth in 1I'1e and I in
him" (ver. 56).
7. Another thing implied in eating the bread is knowledge. Seeing
and handling can impart no full or correct knowledge of the bread.
Eating and tasting alone can do that. If our readers have ever tasted
a crumb of this heavenly bread, the peculiar effect has been to make
them long for more with irrepressible and inexpressible desire, because
it is so sweet and precious. Those only long for gTace who have grace.
A crumb of mercy is a sure indication of an interest in Him. Those
who have tasted the Lord's mercy in Jesus have Ohrist, and are
Christ's.
8. Lastly, this eating is by faith (see verses 29, 51, 54, 56), and it
implies such a partaking of Ohrist the Living Bread and Heavenly
Manna, in respect to His Word, His grace, His Spirit, and His sufferings, as evidences, and proves eternal and indissoluble union with Him.
"This is that bread which came down from heaven: he that eateth of
this bread shall live for ever."
Leicester.
E. C.
THE progress of human nature, when left to itself,
bad to worse.

I

-

IS

always from
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"THERE'S NO REST FOR THE SOLE OF THE FOOT."
As the tram-car passed a certain place of business, the black shutters
reminded me of one of those marked contrasts so illustrative of the
,3tate of things in the present world. I had repeatedly noted, in pass;ng, the activity of the manager of that place of business, and thought,
"Were I in his position, and doing as he does, how soon should I fall a
prey to the most hapless consequences." Seldom, if ever, was I more
impressed than when I heard he was suddenly smitten, laid low, and
died in a few days, healthful, robust, and active as he was, at the age of
~orty-two. Immediately after entertaining these thoughts there stepped
mto the car an elderly, but, at the same time, a most cheerful and
active person, within two months of eighty-seven years of age. " How
great," thought I, "the contrast!" How cheerful was his whole bearing, like one waiting for his Lord, and yet he touched upon a subject of
domestic solicitude, in which his feeling sense of the need of a better
wisdom than his own was so apparent. "I have not said six wo~ds
upon the subject," was his remark, although it was a matter in whleh
a father's knowledge and a matured experience seemed so essential: I
could but, therefore, recognize the practical insight that my aged fr,lend
had gained of jihe frailty and the folly of all human wisdom and foresIght.
Scarcely had he stepped out of the tram, than a somewhat elderly gentleman and a lady of his acquaintance stepped in. To the one I was
known, the other was a stranger. He, however, introduced me to
the lady in question, and I asked her acceptance of a "Walks and Talks'
with Jesw;" and a copy of "Old Jorw,than," containing the account ?f
the loss of my dear son. She at once recognized my name, and saId
how pleased a relative of hers, in his ninety-sixth year, would be to
hear that she had met me j but, touching upon the loss I had so
recently sustained, she quoted, with a special emphasis, the words at
the head of this article, "There is no rest hm'e fO'I" the sole of the foot."
"Nor will there ever be!" was my rejoinder. No, indeed! This is
not our rest j it is polluted. Here we have no continuing city. Jesus
-and He alone-is the Rest, and He the Refreshing. We shall never
find solid rest and abiding and uninterrupted repose, till we see Him
as He is, in that "rest that remaineth unto the people of God."
Thanks to His great and ever-adorable Name for a" good hope through
grace," that, when the toils and the turmoil and the temptations of
this present life are o'er, that then" There shall we see His face,
And never, never sin;
There, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."

l -

As the infirmities of God's children do not cause the Lord t()
despise them, no more should the infirmities we discern in them that
fear God cause us to despise them, or diminish that reverence and
love that we owe to them. Despise not one of Christ's little ones.-:-
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HOPE AGAINST HOPE.
AN ELEVENTH LETTER TO AN OLD AND MUCH-BELOVED FRIEND.

Sunday Morning, May 22nd, 1892.
My DEAR OLD l!'RIEND,-I grieve, on your behalf, at the weakness
and prostration under which you labour, yet I feel it is the Lord's
own method of showing you yet more and more clearly that He,
.and He alone, is your Strength, as well as your Wisdom, your
Righteousness, your Peace; your All in all! It is indeed a summing
up and a most practical setting forth of that great truth, "I was
brought low, and He helped me." Easy to write, or to speak, but oh,
how hard for poor flesh and blood to prove ! Yet all sound Scriptural
knowledge and abiding truth must be acquired in the fire and the
flood, in opposition to the flesh, and to the mortification of the
creature. What a statement is that of the Apostle Peter, "That the
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." Mark, it is
the TRIAL of the faith, not the faith itself, showing so clearly the
nature, as well as the necessity, of the trial, the test, the proof, as to
the real nature and positive character of the faith. How little is
known in these days of any such test or trial. The faith of these times
-is so superficial; so nominal; so taking for granted; so matter of
course. It is neither fi1'e-proof nor flood-proof,
But mark, dear brother, in contrast, the blessed connection-the
precious identity-the certain effects of the God-given and Spirit.maintained faith of the Lord's sovereignly-quickened and divinely-enlightened
ones, in regard to their trial of faith, and their personal knowledge
and experimental acquaintance with Jesus, even down here, in this timestate, and amid all its trials, temptations, and turmoil. " Whom
'having not seen," says the Apostle, "ye love; in whom, though now
ye see Him not, yet believing [mark this!J ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory: receiving the end [observe this, the end !l
of your faith, even the salvation of your souls": so that the t1'ial and
the end are so connected-so inseparable, the one so assuredly and
unquestionably leading to the other.
Oh, how often have I thought, with unspeakable joy and satisfaction, of what the recognition of Jesus will be, by-and-bye, "when we
are delivered from the burden of the flesh." I think there will be
such an entrancing recognition of Jesus. the moment we see Him as
He is, as that almighty and all-gracious One, who had been our so good
and merciful a Leader and Deliverer in our time-state. There will be,
I conceive, a beautiful and a blessed connection between the faith down
here and the sight up there!
Touching upon the seeing of Jesus, well do I remember making a
remark in the first sermon I preached in this my native town, nearly
forty-five years ago, upon the words, "Unto you which believe He is
precious." "I often think," said I, "what the first sight of Jesus will
he!" Professor FOLEY (a dear servant of God in Ireland) once
'writing to another dear servant of God, whom I dare say you have
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heard proclaim the riches of grace alld mercy-I allude to the Rev.

J. W. GOWRING, when, touching upon the lack of sight under which

l

he had so long laboured, he congratulated him on the great and
glorious Object upon whom his renewed eyesight would fall. Ah!
dear brother, will it not be a wondrous shout we shall give by-andbye, when that precious truth, in all its fulness and blessedness, will be
personally realized, "And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is
our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us: this is the
Lord; we have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice in His
salvation "~ (Isa. xxv. 9.)
But to return to our subject. Now, it is in the depths-the
depths-the insight into these divine and blessed mysteries is given;
yes, the depths of trial-the depths of worldly care-the depths of
business worry-the depths of bodily, family, or relative affiiction
-the depths of physical pain, mental anxiety, parental solicitude,
day-and-night unrest and disquietude. Ah! it is in these depths of
adversity are learnt lessons of infinite value. By such means there is
incorporated into the soul, by the Divine Teacher and Holy Instructor,
God the Spirit, such a knowledge as shall withstand all the fiery
darts of the wicked one, and all the artillery of the prince of the
power of the air. "The gates of hell shall not prevail" against the
faith thus given, nourished, and maintained of Him who is "mighty
to save, and able to do exceeding abundantly above all we can ask
or (even) think."
I think, dear brother, I spoke in my last, of the very varied way
in which the Lord teaches and tries His people, not merely as regards
this or that one of His chi].lren, but even with respect to the selfsame persons themselves. At one time He tries this or that one in
one way, and at another time in quite another way. What, at one
time, proves no trial shall, at another time, prove the reverse. What,
at one time, is thought little of, is, at another time, thought much of;
and why all this, but to bring down the creature into a state of nothingness-to mortify the flesh-to crucify the old man, that then and there
the Lord alone should be exalted 1 But oh, His patience, His forbearance, His tenderness, His long-suffering, His faithfulness, His
all-sufficiency! I am bound to say, that the longer I live, the more
I am struck with it, and the more I am as it were lost in wonder
and astonishment at His most merciful character and His so gracious
acts. I was much struck with the remarks of the late Mr. SIlIIEON,
which appeared in last month's ~iAGA.zINE, in that he sought to have
an abiding sense of the Lord's marvellous mercy and astounding
compassion; in a word, that whilst he wanted to realize a perpetual
and an abiding sense of the Lord's forgiveness for all his sins and
transgressions, he wished for himself never to forget what those sins
and transgressions were, so that he wanted to sing and sigh, to rejoice
and weep, to be exalted and abased, at one and the same time. Is
there not a divine secret in this, dear brother 1 Does it not present
the "yet" and the "but" of which the Apostle speaks in His fourth
chapter of the second Epistle to the Corinthians, in another but not
less forcible way 1
Although each and all well knew their call of God, and that He
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a covenant with them, ordered in all things and sure," did
not the Patriarch say, "I am not worthy of the least of all Thy
mercies, and of all the truth which Thou hast showed unto Thy
servant "1 Did not the Psalmist declare, "Behold, I was shapen in
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me II 1 Did not the
Prophet Isaiah exclaim, "Woe is me' for I am undone; because I
'im a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts " 1 (Isa vi. 5.)
In his personal self-loathing, did not the Apostle Peter say, "Depart
from me, for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord" 1 And Paul, when cont.rasting himself with other sinners, did he not avow himself to be
,. the very chief" 1 Oh, then, for a permanent and an abiding
disgust of self, and delight in the Lord j loathing the flesh, loving
Jesus; rej ection of the creature, reception of Him, as "the chiefest
among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely."
There is one fact, dear brother, with which, I think, I have more
·than ever of late been impressed j it is that whensoever and whereso·ever the Lord is pleased to visit sweetly, conclusively, undoubtedly, so
cas to leave no question that the visitation or the manifestation was
of or from Himself, there followed the deepest-the severest-the most
acute exercises. I have so long and so fully been convinced of this,
that, as a rule, it has prevented me from asking at the Lord's hand
the very bright and the very blessed revelation of Himself of which I
have spoken. What I have coveted at His hand has been the precious
realization of that so gracious declaration, "Thou wilt keep him in
perfect peace [peace, peace l whose mind is stayed on Thee, because
he trusteth in Thee." Neither overmuch elated or depressed, but a
simple, solid resting in and upon Himself! This is what I have long,
long craved from Him; and few are the hours-not to say days-that
I do not ask for the realization of this so distinguishing a mercy.
But of late, however, I have had several sweet and most savoury
words spoken home to me-yea, in the most heartfelt and conclusive
way; so much so, that I have been led, for the time being, to bless
and praise, magnify and adore, His ever-blessed, gracious, and glorious
Name. But, dear brother, as I have invariably found, these manifestations have been followed by some severe trial-some acute anguish of
spirit, that has not left an atom of strength in the creature, or the
semblance of a superabundance of faith. It has been test and trial to
the very last degree.
I repeat, that the knowledge of this fact, in the past, has kept me,
as a rule, from asking such certain great and gracious things from the
Lord. Certain I am that His own dear children were never more mistaken than when they suppose that if once the Lord were to set their
mind at rest as to their adoption, they should be permanently satisfied. They imagine that if the Lord were pleased to set their souls at
liberty by the powerful seal and application of some promise or portion
of His Holy Word, they should never have any grave doubts or fear~
about the matter afterwards, whatever other trials they might be called
to encounter. We maintain that, so far from this being the case, those
who have had the most conclusive assurances and the least questionable
applications, are not only the most severely tried afterwards, but the
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'most tempted to call in question the reality altogether. Hence, in
·some way or other, and by means which the Lord is never at a
loss to find, His people are kept in a state of continuous and absolute
dependence upon Himself, without the shadow of a shade of care for
·creature trust or fleshly dependence.
I am sure, my dear brother, you will endorse these verities upon the
,ground of personal and heartfelt experience. Personally, I may testify
that, although I have increasingly, and that day by day, to marvel at,
.and to wonder and adore, as I contemplate the Lord's astounding
.goodness, surpassing patience, and long-suffering, in and of myself I
never felt weaker, more helpless, or feeble. My constant cry is, "Lord,
help; Lord, strengthen; Lord, sustain; Lord, bear up, bHng through,
to the praise of the glory of Thy grace; be mindful of Thy promise;
do as Thou hast said; perfect that which concerneth me; bring off
-the top-stone, 'with shoutings of grace, grace unto it.' Amen, and
.amen."
.
Once more, dear brother, I would say farewell, and affectionately
·commend you to the Lord's gracious care and keeping.
To J. H. BOOBBYER, ESQ.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
THE RESCUED LARK.
ON Sunday, April 10th, 1892, preparation was being made to hold
the usual morning service in our ancient parish church. The churchyard
-commands an extensive view over surrounding country, presenting a
scene of wild romantic beauty. Suddenly a little bird flew in at the
open door, exhausted and breathless, and sank down under the oldfashioned pews, that still remain as relics of the past. It was quickly
followed by a hawk, bent on capturing his prey. Surprised, however,
to find himself amid such surroundings, he failed to see where the
lark had fallen, and now, in his turn, frightened, was soon made
prisoner, though showing bold resistance. The poor lark was found,
and let fly into the open country.
All this led to a solemn train of thought. The sinner, pursued by
his deadly enemy, finds refuge, security, and life in Jesus Christ.
Ridden in the cleft of the Rock of Ages, none can harm him there,
.and soon, liberated from all fear and care, Christ's hidden ones will
soar towards heaven with the song of praise upon their lips. Have
we found Christ to be a very present help in time of need 1
" No change of time shall ever shock
My firm affection, Lord, to Thee,
For Thou hast ever been a Rock,
A Fort,ress and Defence to me."

L·
Psalm xviii. 1.

TlTUS

E.

LAURill.

Bev;castle RectO'ry, April, 1892.

IF thou risest from a low estate to a great one, it is but like stepping from a boat or barge into a ship; thy dangers continue, for
thou art still upon the sea.-Oalamy.
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THE LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF PILGRIMAGE; OR,
INTERMINGLINGS OF MERCY.
(Continued from page 407.)

I HAD a dear brother in London, who loved the Lord. He was a
cheerful, useful Christian. and seemed to feast on the joys of salvation,
and lay himself out for God's service in many ways. I almost envied
him. He thought it might do me good to go to London for a time,.
and, as I had other relatives there, I went, and stayed about three
months. My other relatives were very kind, but not professing people.
My brother attended Mr. STEVENS' ministry. He subsequently became
a deacon at Po'plar. I used to go with him to chapel, and well I
remember the motto over the pulpit, "Thou God seest me" As I
said, my friends did not profess to love God, and they thought it a
pity for me to see so little of the pleasures of life, having been brought
up in the way I was, in a secluded village, when I might make my
way in the world. At length, one of my cousins, after much persuasion,
induced me to go with him to the Haymarket Theatre, on a Saturday
night, to see something acted that was to be "very delightful." He
seemed to enjoy it, but I felt miserable, and could see nothing to
admire. When the clock struck ten, the conviction came to my mind,
" Your father is on his knees praying for you, and you are in such
company as this! Should you like to spend an eternity with them 1 "
My cousin was disappointed to find me in this mood, and not appreciating his kindness in bringing me. When we got out, I told him
it was the first, and it would be the last time I should go to a theatre.
He said, "Oh, you will like it better next time." I replied, "I shall
never try it."
The next day, my brother and I went to hear Mr. STEVE~S, who
took for his text the words over his pulpit, "Thou God seest me";
and, in his introductory remarks, he said, "Yes, young man, the eye of
God was upon you last night, when at the gambling table, or at the
theatre, or somewhere as bad or worse, while, perhaps, your parents
were agonizing with the Lord on your behalf. ' Be sure your sin will
find you out' ; and, if not repented of in this world, and washed away
by the blood of the Lamb, there awaits you a long eternity of hopeless misery in hell! May God have mercy on your never-dying soul!"
This was like an arrow sent into my soul; yet, in some way, it seemed
dipped in love, and I was led to see that, though I had been in such
company, I did not love it, but would in the future shun it as one
would a serpent. This resolve was soon put to the test, but, through
God's mercy, I have never entered a theatre since j and, notwithstanding
all the inbred corruptions of my heart (to His praise I would say it),
I have been kept by His superabounding grace from bringing any
reproach on His cause, leading to censure or separation from the
Church I united with in the year 1850. To His adorable Name be all
the glory; for" in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing,"
no perfection, neither do I expect it until I leave dull mortality behind,
and am transformed into the likeness of His glorious body, "without
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing."

~
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To return. Soon after I went home to my dear parents, and the
quiet country village, for a little more teaching, with "line upon line,
and precept upon precept; here a little and there a little." But I was
a dull scholar in Christ's school. One thing was much laid on my
mind: I had now been some years in the Sunday School, and I wanted
to see that the Lord was making use of me to the souls of the dear
children (I then had the elder girls), but He did not grant my desire,
(lr, at least, let me see it, until after I had been married and left the
school; and then He melted my heart with gratitude by proof upon
proof. Oue of the dear girls is now a minister's wife; I pray that the
Lord may bless her, and give her wisdom for the important position
to which He has called her in His Church. About this time some
candidates for baptism were proposed to join the Church, and several
(If the friends wished me to unite with them. But I feared that my
faith was not of the operation of the Holy Spirit, and dared not until
I had a full assurance from the Lord. This, in His own time and
way, He granted me. At the decease of our minister's mother, Mrs.
FISH, who had lived in London, he and his brother-in-law, Mr.
POTTER, went to her funeral, and, as she had property, and Mr. FISH
was her executor, he was detained by legal business until after the
evening, when he stood engaged to preach at Gidding. He therefore
arranged for Mr. POTTER to take his place. He came, and preached
from the words, "I write unto you, little children, because your sins
are forgiven you for His name's sake." In describing the "little
children," he so fully entered into and described my experience, that
he seemed as one who "told me all things that ever I did "; and,
what was better, he told me what the Lord had done for me (in part),
so that I felt fully satisfied that it was the work of the Holy Spirit
in my soul, and now,
"Through floods or flames, if Jesus leads,
I'd gladly follow Him."
I was soon proposed for membership, and cordially and unanimously
received by the Church, after telling them a little of what I had
experienced in feeling myself such a hell-deserving sinner, and a little
of the Lord's goodness to my soul in delivering me from my fears,
by showing me that I had an interest in His everlasting love. But
I could not say much when I came before the Church; but, before
that, I had been helped to converse freely about the Lord's dealings
with my soul to the two visitors deputed by the Church, as well
as with several of the other friends; for when my soul was set at
liberty, I wanted to
"tell to all around
What a dear Saviour I had found;
And point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the way to God.'''
:Eut, in the afternoon, before the Church meeting, my former enemy
returned with his old suggestion, "Are you quite sure it is a genuine
work of grace in your soul 1 You had better wait awhile for a clearer "
manifestation of His love." This rather cast me down (as I did not
2 I
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then see from whom it came), but I went, for I felt something like
the poet"I'll go to Jesus, though my sins
Have like a mountain rose;
I 'know His courts, I'll enter in,
Whatever may oppose."
When I returned, I had another severe conflict. The enemy came
in like a flood, but the Lord enabled me to lift up a standard against
him. The first verse of the fifth of Galatians came with soul-sustaining power, and then the 'eighth of the same chapter, so that he was
obliged to retire, for" Where the word of a King is, there is power," and
the Lord enabled me to take hold on His strength. I felt I had none
of my own to withstand so powerful a foe; but, oh, it was so sweet
to feel that the Captain of our salvation had conquered him, and that
the time was hastening on when we too should come off more than
conquerors through Him, and should bruise Satan under our feet!
Oh, wonder of wonders! and all of His free and sovereign grace!
On the following Lord's Day, I passed through the ordinance I had
so long desired, and never shall I forget that day; it was One of the
happiest of my life. I awoke in the morning with the sun shining
brightly in my window, and the Sun of Righteousness shining into
my soul. I felt a solemn pleasure in anticipating what I was about
to attend to, that I could not describe. I had previously heard that
many who had been my schoolfellows intended to come and. see me
dipped (as they said), so I expected to see some of them; and how I
wished the Lord would graciously bless the service to their neverdying souls. When I came out of the vestry, and saw all three
galleries, and the chapel so full, I felt something like the Apostle,
when he said, "'Would to God ye were a.s I am this day, except these
bonds"; but I felt no bonds; they were all gone for the time being.
And, as I descended into the water, those words dropped into my soul
with such sweetness, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased," and I felt an indescribable oneness with Christ, which a
thousand times more than made up for the waiting and the longing
for His manifestation to my soul; I realized the sweet a.ssurance, "He
is mine, and I am His." After the services were over, myoid friend
said to me, " Well, how has it fared with thee to-day 1-but I scarcely
need ask this, for we could see that the Lord was smiling upon
you!" I replied"If such the sweetness of the streams,
What must the fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee!"
The Lord permitted me to go on in this happy frame of mind for
some time. He blessed the means of grace to my soul, gave me joy
in the reading of His Sacred Word, and, at times, indulged me with
sweet communion with Himself, which was the best of all.
I often look back to those days. I was favoured to have a few
Christian friends, with whom I corresponded, and some of their letters,
were very helpful and cheering; one person's especially so. She lived
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in North America, and was an old Christian who had been a friend
of my dear mother's. I never saw her-she left England before I was
born-but her letters so endeared her to me that we corresponded
with each other until she was near ninety years old and unable to
write. She did indeed "bring forth fruit in old age, to show that the
Lord is gracious." I remember I used to think these letters must
have been indited by the Spirit of the living God, or they would
never have been blessed to my soul as they were j and not to mine
only, but to many others who read them, so that "our hearts burned
by the way." And sometimes Jesus Himself drew near our little company, and then it was blessed indeed. Oh, for more heartburning
conversation among Christians!
Another dear friend I had at Chatteris; she invited me to visit her,
and I did so. Why I mention this is, to say that while I was there,
she told me that they held a prayer-meeting of females only-would
I go ~ I replied, "On the condition that I am not asked to engage."
She said, "That I cannot answer for-the minister's wife conducts thp.
meeting,"
However, I ventured to go with her, and don't think I
I did indeed find it good to
shall ever forget that prayer-meeting.
be there; the dear sisters in the Lord seemed to be blessed with sudl
holy nearness to Himself, especially Mrs. H--. That is the only
meeting of the kind I ever was at. But why is it so ~ seeing that ill
Christ Jesus there is neither male nor female-all one in Him j loved
with the same love; redeemed with the same precious blood j and have
to tread the same path of tribulation to heaven, and live a life of
faith upon the Son of God. And He (bless His dear name!) sometimes deigns to listen with loving sympathy to the prayer even of a
poor woman, and say, "0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee
even as thou wilt," Ah! then we find that "He is the same yesterday,
and to-day, and for ever "-a" Friend that loveth at all times, and
that sticketh closer than a brother." When He ascended up to His
ancient glory, and left His poor tried disciples on earth, He said,
"All power is given unto Me, both in heaven and on earth," and,
"Whatsoever ye ask the Father in My name, He will do it," And
again, "Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it." What encouragement to pray! And union is strength.
After the meeting was over, one of the ladies observed that she
thought highly of female prayer-meetings, as one of her ancestors was
among the women that met for prayer when the Spanish Armada
was in sight. The men were actively employed, but these were praying
for the safety of England, and all that have read the history of
England know the result. A mighty tempest arose, the tyrant was
conquered, and England was free. Is there not need to-day for prayer
against the invasion of the same foe, though his tactics are different ~
May God help us women still to pray for our beloved country!
"Prayer makes the darkest cloud withdraw:;
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw;
Gives exercise to faith and love,
Brings every blessing from above."
With what fervour our blessed Redeemer prayed.

----- -
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He prayed more earnestly when He was casting up that highway for
His ransomed ones to walk in.
"His earnest prayers, His deepening groans,
Were heard before angelic thrones,
Amazement wrapt the sky.
'Go strengthen Christ!' the Father said,
The astonished seraph bowed his head,
And left the realms on high.
"Made strong in strength, renewed from heaven,
Jesus leceives the cup as given,
And, perfectly re~igned,
He drinks the wormword, mixed with gall,
Sustains the CUI'de-removes it all,
Nor leaves one dreg behind."
Though we have to taste the cup, it is but a taste!
(To be continued.)

"MY FATHER KNOWS."
"The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."
IT is long, long since these lines recurred to me, and they were
brought to mind to-day by a simple circumstance. A dear niece is
visiting us for a few days, to whom I said, "Please play me a tune."
She knows my love for the old tunes. Hence she played Hensbw'y,
and said, "That's dear aunty's favourite tune; she sings it to. " 'My soul anticipates the day,
Would stretch her wings, and soar away,
The song to join, a palm to bear,
And b:>w, the chief of sinners, there.'''
What I felt, at mention of these lines, I can by no means express,
especially under the circumstances that that dear widowed sister (now
in her eighty-sixth year) has been, as it were, hanging between life
and death for many weeks past. Daily (if not hourly) we have been
expecting to hear of her dismissal. Her revival her doctor calls "a
resurrection! "
But there was another cause for my feeling as I have done to-day.
It is the eighty-ninth birthday of my only surviving brother, who, just
twelve months since, during a severe illness under which he himself
was suffering, was called to part with his life-long companioD, to whom
he had been united most happily for sixty-five years. Then, on the
morrow, my second son is forty-six years of age. All tended to impress
my mind with passing, as well as with by-gone scenes; but the latter
was specially brought to remembrance by the following fact. I had
remarked to my dear niece, "You have not heard my little organ. I
have not been able to play it since hearing of the death of my deal'
ARTHUR." Her reply at once was, "I was staying with you when he
was about to leave with EDWIN," He was then upon the point of
going to Australia with his brother, who was surgeon of the ship Indus.
"He was so fond," continued my niece, "of my playing and singing,
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'My Father Knows.' ' Now, cousin,' he would then say, asking for a
renewal, and mentioning the words. This at once opened a train of
thought-and of grateful thought, too-because it at once reminded
me of his writing home, upon one occasion, stating that he fancied
himself in St. Luke's Church, whilst they were singing"My God, my Father, while I stray
Far from my home in life's rough way,
Oh, teach me from my heart to say,
'Thy will be done!'"
I believe the thoughtful reader will say, the two-fold facts were
indeed calculated to cheer an anxious father, seeking for some sign,
token, or evidence that it was well with his departed son.
But there are other facts tending the lines, "My l!'athr-x Knows." In
one of my last interviews, many years ago, with the aged widow
of the beloved "Old Pilgrim of Birmingham," the late Mr. MOENS
(whose letters used to appear in this Magazine), speaking of the
same niece to whom I have just alluded, I said, "I have been very
much refreshed lately by a dear niece (who is staying a short time
with us), who has been singing to us some sweet lines, 'My Father
Knows.' " "Don't you remember about them 1" was her reply. "I
remember," said J, "many years since writing a piece for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, under the heading, 'My Father Knows.''' "When that appeared," said she, "Mrs. CLARINGllOLD, of Deal (a reader of the
Magazine), wrote and asked me to write some lines upon it, and she
would set them to music." Mrs. CLARINGBOLD was very clever as a
musician, and was organist at one of the Deal churches. This leaflet,
was the origin of the hundred others MRS. MOENS afterwards
wrote, the sale of which (together with the contributions which were
sent her) became a great means of her subsistence during the latter
years of her life.
As I mused, therefore, dear reader, upon these simple and varied
facts, and thinking of the taste thus shown by my dear departed
son, and the tone with respect to the Missionaries' labours, as expressed in his last letter to me, the lines quoted at the head of this
paper presented themselves hopefully to my heart and mind"The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."
The state of mind in which the Lord has been pleased to keep
me, and the entire suppression of murmuring or repining, has been
a cause for gratitude. I tremble at the idea of that rebellion so
congenial to our poor fallen nature, and with which, in days gone by, I
have been but too familiar personally. It is only too true, that "The
rebellious dwell in a dry land." The pervading spirit which I desire
ever to realize is, "I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are right,
and that in faithfulness Thou hast affiicted me." I ma.y here state the
fact, that remembering the condition of things in regard to the localities
where my dear son was, as given in the striking narrative contained
in the volume by the missionary, Dr. PATON, if I had the greatest
• See Review, "John G. Paton, D.D., Missionary to the New Hebrides," page 493.
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dread....;,.yea, the horrible fear-that my poor boy had fallen into the
hands of the cannibals. This fear was induced from his own statement, in his last letter to his sister, dated September, 1891, where he
said, that the captain to whom he had entrusted his letter, as well as
bis son, had been "clubbed and eaten," and that he had himself had
a very narrow escape. Hence my horror of his having personally
fallen a prey to those inhuman beings! It was, therefore, a relief
when tidings came to hand, that there was every reason to believe,
that the schooner went down under a sudden squall, or by means of
a water-spout. I think it highly probable that my dear son was sleeping in his berth at the time of the calamity. The Lord, in His great
mercy, grant, when he awoke, it was to find himself where there
shall be "no more sea," in that happy land" where the inhabitant
never says, I am sick, and the people who dwell therein are forgiven
their iniquity."
Oh, that in the riches of His grace-in the boundlessness of His love-in the heights and depths, lengths and breadths
of His mercy, we may at last meet and be eternally rested in those
blissful regions where we will cast our blood-bought crowns at Immanuel's feet, and shout, "Victory! victory! through the blood of the
Lamb!" yea" We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all."
Whilst in the act of writing the latter part of this article, the
morning paper has come to hand, which contains the annexed paragraph :AN ENGLISHMAN EATEN BY CANNIBALs.-Mail advices received at
Queenstown from the New Hebrides contain intelligence of the murder
of an Englishman, named SAWERS, by the natives, who subsequently
carried off the body and ate it. It appears that SAWERS, with another
Englishman named MALCOLM, early in the year arrived on the islands
and pm'chased a plantation near the French settlement. They employed
a number of natives, who, without the slightest provocation. killed
SAWERS at night, and also attempted to murder MALco~, but he
managed to escape. H.M.S. Oordelia was subsequently sent to investigate the murder, but the natives retreated to the bush, and as the
commander had no instructions, he did not send an armed force ashore
to punish the cannibals. The Europeans on the island are said to be
in a state of alarm.
The same paper contains the annexed account of a storm and its
effects, as felt upon the coast and in the harbour of Apia, the
place from which our dear son dates his last letter:A DAY AND NIGHT OF DEATH.
Mr. ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON contributes to the National Observer a
thrilling account of the great hurricane which fell on the American
and German squadrons and also on one British ship, the Oalliope, as
they lay, on March 16th, 1889, packed in the little harbour of Apia,
in Samoa, which is formed by a coral reef shaping itself into a l'ound
bottle with a narrow neck. The two squadrons were practically ruined
-one ship sank, "to be lost evermore in the main," another was thrown
like an egg-shell on the top of the coral reef, and the rest, save only
the Oalliope, which steamed out into the open sea, were reduced to
battered hulks. Here is Mr. STEVENSON'S account:-

/
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THE FATE OF THE" EBER."
"The Eber had finished her last cruise; she was to be seen no mOl'e
save by the eyes of divers. A coral reef is not only an instrument
of destruction but a place of sepulture; the submarine cliff is profoundly
undercut, and presents the mouth of a huge antre, in which the bodies
of men and the hulls of ship are alike hurled down and buried. The
Eber had dragged anchol's with the rest; her injured screw disabled her
from steaming vigorously up; and a little before day she had struck the
front of the coral, come off, struck again, and gone down stem foremost,
oversetting as she went, into the gaping hollow of the reef. Of her
whole complement of nearly eighty, four souls were cast alive on the
beach; the bodies of the remainder were, by the voluminous outpouring
of the flooded streams, scoured at last from the harbour, and strewed
naked on the seaboard of the island.
HOW THE "ADLER" FARED.
"By about eight it was the turn of the Adler. She was close down
upon the reef; doomed herself, it might yet be possible to save a portion
of her crew; and, for this end, Captain FRITZE placed his reliance on
the very hugeness of the seas that threatened him. The moment was
watched for with the anxiety of despair but the coolness of disciplined
courage. As she rose on the fatal wave, her moorings were simultaneously slipped; she broached-to in rising, and the sea heaved her
bodily upward and cast her down with a concussion on the summit of
the reef, where she lay on her beam. ends, her back broken, buried in
breaching seas, but safe, Conceive a table: the Ebm', in the darkness,
had been smashed against the rim and flung below; the Adler, cast
free in the nick of opportunity, had been thrown upon the top. Many
were injured in the concussion j many tossed into the water; twenty
perished. The survivors crept again on board their ship as it now lay,
and as it still remains, keel to the waves, a monument of the sea's
potency. In still weather, under a cloudless sky, in those seasons when
the ill-named ocean, the Pacific, suffers its vexed shores to rest, she lies
high and dry, the spray scarce touching her-the hugest structure of
man's hands within a circuit of 1,000 miles-tossed up there like a
school-boy's cap upon a shelf; broken like an egg; a thing to dream
of."
Mr. STEVENSON gives a thrilling account of Captain KANE'S escape
in our own ship, the Calliope.
THE "CALLIOPE " WINS CLEVERLY.
"Steering within fifty yards of the reef (for which she was actually
headed), and her foreyard passing on the other hand over the Trenton's
quarter as she rolled, the Calliope sheered between the rival dangers,
came to the wind triumphantly, and was once more pointed for the sea
and safety. Not often in naval history was there a moment of more sickening
peril, and it was dignified by one of those incidents that reconcile the
chronicler with his otherwise abhorrent task. From the doomed flagship
the Americans hailed the success of the English with a cheer. It was
led by the old Admiral in person, rang out over the storm with holiday
vigour, and was answered by the Calliopes with an emotion easily conceived.
This ship of her kinsfolk was almost the last external object seen from
the Calliope for hoUl's; immediately after the mists closed about her till
the morrow. She was safe at ·sea again-una de ?n1tltis-with a damaged
foreyard, and the loss of all the ornamental work about her bow and stern,
three anchors, one kedge anchor, fourteen lengths of chain, four boats,
the jibboom, lobstay, and bands and fastenings of the bowsprit.
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" The morning of the 17th displayed a scene of devastation rarely equalled ;.
the Adle~' high and dry, the Olga and Nipsic beached, the T~'p,nton partly
piled on the Vandalia, and herself sunk to the gun-deck; no sail afloat: and
the beach heaped high with the debris of ships and the wreck of mountain
forests. Already, before the day, Seumanu, the chief of Apia, had
gallantly ventured forth by boat through the subsiding fury of the seas,
and had succeeded in communicating with the Admiral. Already, 01' as
soon after as the dawn permitted, rescue lines were rigged, and the
survivors were with difficulty and danger begun to be brought to shore.
And soon the cheerful spirit of the Admiral added a new feature to
the scene. Surrounded as he was by the crews of two wrecked ships, he
pamded the band of the T~'enton, and the bay was suddenly enlivened by the
strain of 'Hail, Columbia!'"

The annexed is a copy of a sketch of Apia, as taken by Commander KEY, R.N., during his lieutenancy, when on the coast in the

APIA, UPOLO.

year 1855. Of course great changes have been effected since then.
Among many other interesting sketches of the different islands in the·
New Hebrides, is the annexed of
/

.'

A MISSIONARY'S HOUSE AT TAU, MA~UA.

To glance at the above sketches in co~nection with the life of Dr.
will add materially to the interest in the perusal of the narrative, he having passed so many years in the locality, and amid such
remarkable scenes.
PATON,
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PARENTAL SOLICITUDE; OR, IS IT WELL ~
A LETTER TO A FRIEND.
SMtthsea, Sunday, May 29th, 1892.
DEAR FRIEND,-Your letter was most timely, and, under the circumstances, attended with the most cheering and hopeful influence. Prior
to the receipt of your so welcome epistle, I had been thinking much
of the words, "The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity, but a
wounded spirit who can bear?" A letter from my son at Sydney just
preceded yours, in wbich he stated, that all hope as to his brother's safety
had now been abandoned. He had received a communication from the
Consul at Apia, stating that every effort to discover the missing ship had
been utterly to no purpose.
I may tell you, my dear friend, that I have been kept in a state of
soul.travail, with respect to my dear ARTHUR'S eternal salvation, ever since
I first heard of the presumed loss of the vessel. I have besought and
entreated the Lord, were it His blessed will, to satisfy me as to his
eternal safety. I have begged Him, were it His will, to seal home that
precious portion, which for years past has been uppermost upon the mind,
"All thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the
peace of thy children." The verses preceding that sweet Scripture have
been, for even years, again and again applied; but I have never yet been
able to get the Lord to seal home upon my heart that last verse as personally applicable to my dear children. There has been the plea upon
my part, but not tbe promise on the Lord's part, as to that sealing powej'
and tbat pTecioj~s and unquestionab!.e application which I have so earnestly
and continuously craved at His hand. But mark (I must speak this to
His praise and glory), there has never been the actual ?'efusal. There has
been nothing (blessed be His name!) to imply His saying, "Speak to Me
no more of this matter." No, it has been more the open question-the
intimation to still w?'estle! watch! and wait! Meanwhile, the last verse
of the 59th Isaiah has been presented as such a powerful argument and
reminder before the Lord. Its sweetness, appropriateness, and power I can
by no means express: "As for Me, this is My covenant with them, saith
the Lord; My Spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I have put
in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth
of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from
henceforth and for ever."
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SUITABILITY AND SEALING.
I am sure, my dear friend, you will well understand the difference be·
tween the recognition of the suitability and adaptation of this or that
portion of the Sacred Word to certain necessities, states, and conditions,
and, as I have before expressed, the sealing home upon the head and conscience of such suitable and precious portion. In one sense, you may
compare it to the reading of a will; how different the feeling to the
hearing of another's name and that of yOU?' own, as recorded in the will.
I am sure you have had times and seasons in your own experience, when
you have had no more doubt about this Ol' that promise being spoken
to you, and that pointedly and specially, than of your own existence.
There was not only the suitability and the adaptation of tbe passage,
but the sweetness, the savour, the power, the relief, the blessedness that
attended such home-and-heart.spoken word. Contemplate, for a moment,
the so great difference in the man's state of mind, of whom we read in.
the 1st of Mark, when he first spoke to Jesus, and when Jesus spoke to
him. Note what it says, "And there came a leper to Him, beseeching
Him, and kneeling down to Him, and saying unto Him, If Thou wilt,
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Thou canst make me clean. And Jesus, moved with compassion, put
forth His hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will; be thou
clean. And as soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed
from him, and he was cleansed" (Mark i. 40-42). What a change was thus
instantaneously wrought in the condition of this poor man! What words
<lould express it P How like his feelings to that of the poor woman who
had just before mentally exclaimed, .. 1£ I may touch but His clothes, I
shall be whole," and the change wrought upon her, when having touched
Him, "straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt
in her body that she was healed of that plague."
ANXIETY FOR SIGN AND TOKEN OF DIVINE TEACHING.
Well now, dear sister in Christ, in regard to my dear son and his
salvation, I am just in the position of those two poor applicants and
waiters upon Jesus. I am equally with them helpless and needy. It
is the Lord, and the Lord alone, can meet my case, and minister to my
necessitous condition. Meanwhile, I cannot but, as a father, gt'asp and
cleave to certain hopes and encouragements in regard to the character
of my deal' departed one. I look back, anxiously and prayerfully, for
indications and proofs of his self-knowledge as a sinner, and (thank God!)
1 am not left without any such sign 01' token. One scene I shall ever
remember. It occurred when he was about five years old, within a few
months of my being removed to Bristol. As a child, he was self.willed,
and, upon one occasion, I had to threaten him with some slight chastise.
ment unless he yielded to my wishes. It had not the least effect; he ran
from me, and stood in the centre of the I'oom, stubborn and determined
to the last degree. That moment of suspense I shall never forget. It
reminded me of a similar position once described to me by my ever-deal'
fliend, the late Captain KNOCKER, of Dover, who said that his authority, as
.a father, was involved at one particular crisis, and that lost then, it was
lost in perpetuity. I felt the same. I knew not what to do. To per·
severe with the threat, 01' to lay on the little switch I held in my hand,
I felt would be an utter failure. Hence, of a sudden, it was laid upon
my heart altogether to change my tactics. I dropped the little switch,
and stl'etched out my arms; in a totally changed tone, and, with a smile, I
-exclaimed, "Come, A1,thur, come!" In the twinkling of an eye, his
obstinacy gave way, and he rushed into my embrace.
Oh, my sister, I shall never forget either the scene or the lesson that
it taught me. In speaking at the Colston Hall, Bristol, years after, to
,some three thousand souls, proclaiming, if I mista-ke not, the " Come!" of
the Gospel, I gave as an illustration what had taken place within a few
hundred yards of where we were then assembled, coupling the incident
with the words"Law and telTors do but harden,
All the while they work alone,
But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves the heart of stone."
.. 'Tis love that makes our willing feet
In swift obedience move;
The devils know and t1'emble, too,
But Satan cannot love."
GAOL·SERVICES AND PULPIT.TALK WITH THE PRISONERS.
When I have been taking the service at various gaols, and have sought
-to set before the poor prisoners the thunderings of Sinai on the one
hand, and the pleadings of Calvary-the .. Father, forgive them, for they
:know not what they do"-on the other, and have followed it up by quoting
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those two verses, the subduing effect, and the changed tone upon the
part of the prisoners, has been marked to a degree. I think the highest
·compliment ever paid me as a minister, was when an old prison-warder
of twenty-three years' standing, once said to me, "The prisoners were very
fond of you; you used to talk to them like a fathe~' ! " Ah, yes! I know
enough of my own heart, to be deeply conscious that it was the grace
of God, and that alone, was the cause that the parson did not occupy
the prisoner's place. In fact, taking heart-sins, and thought-sins, and wish.
sins into account, and that as set over against Divine favoID's, privileges,
preservation, and bounty, the parson was far, far the gI'eatest offender,
and, in God's sight, the vilest transgressor and most worthless culprit
in the whole assembly,
I know not the time when I have not contended, that the self-same
act upon the part of a se~'vant and that of a son varies immensely in
its heinousness. What comparison does a sin against a master bear to
that against a father? Hence the baseness and the blackness of the
sins of a child of God, even although it is limited to th01~ghts and ideas,
and not permitted to break forth into acts and deeds! There is the
root of sin if there be not the fruit thereof, and we are the greater
debtors to God's restraining goodness and mercy.
When we think of the character of the pure and holy God-the
nature and requirements of His law-and what His ceaseless, continuous,
and so uninterrupted goodness, mercy, bountifulness, compassion, forbearance, and long-suffering, to what other conclusion can we come,
than amazement, astonishment, surprise, at His long-suffering and com·
passion?
In looking back over the many years of my poor and imperfect ministry,
I love to think of my p~'ison-preachings, and my imprisoned audience, as
they each sat in their locked-up compartments unseen by each other, but
listening-and that often with weeping-to the appeals and exhortations and
love-words of the poor fellow-fallen creature who was permitted to occupy
the pulpit. It was what I realized on these occasions, that used to prompt
the remark, "1 like to be sent to prison." I think if the dear Master were to
give me the choice now as to where He should send me with a message,
my answer would be, "Please to send me to gaol, Lord. I want to talk
to my poor brother-offenders, They cannot be more 'tied and bound'
in one sense than I am in another; and if, in one respect, they stand in a
worldly sense in need of One to 'bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captive, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound,'
I am sure I am the subject of the same need, in a spiritual and Gospel
sense."
With respect to these prison-services, there was one feature at the
Bristol gaol, which was conducted upon the" separate and silent system,"
that I used to feel deeply. It was at sight of the prisoners passing
to and from their cells to the chapel where the services were held, not
merely in the prison-dresi, but each with the head and face cove!>ed
with a coarse linen cap, or bag rather, so as just to be able to see the
path, but not to be recognized by each other. Each was conducted
from his cell, and locked into a separate compartment in the chapel.
Of course they were at liberty to take off their head.gear during the
service; but, when covered, it so reminded one of the striking scene
described by the Prophet Isaiah, in the first part of the sixth chapter
<)f his prophecy, "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the
temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with
twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory. And
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the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the
house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone;
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a.
people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord
of hosts" (Isa. vi. 1.5). Again, one was reminded of Revelation vii. 11, 12,
"And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the
elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces,
and worshipped God, saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom,
and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God
for ever and ever. Amen."
(To be continued.)

LETTER BY THE LATE MR. WARBURTON.
No. 4.-To MR. EDWARD DENSHAM.
My DEAR FRIEND,-None but God can raise up in the soul godly
desires, and, when raised up, none but God can keep them alive.
Neither is there anyone beside Himself can satisfy them. If there be
desires, there must be life, and life in accordance with the coveting.
If the cravings be spiritual, so is the life, the root of them, and that
life is the Gospel newness of life. The Saviour terms it everlasting
life, which He gives unto His sheep. The Apostle speaks of the
same, "Yon hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins." It is this life which knits to life. Lydia had this life in her
soul, and, when she heard Paul opening and setting forth the grace of
the Ohrist of God, her soul was knit to him and his sweet testimony.
So with the two disciples going to the village of Emmaus, talking
over what to them seemed unaccountably strange, of the resurrection
of Ohrist, and some things connected therewith. " Jesus Himself
drew near, and went with them, but they knew Him not." In a.
most sweet, convincing manner, "He expounded unto them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself." After He had made
Himself known to them, and had vanished out of their sight, "They
said one to another, did not our heart burn within us, while He
talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures 1,.
So with Saul of Tarsus and Ananias. Ananias was sent to Saul,
and entering into the house where Saul was, he put his hands on
him, and said, "Brother Sau!." Now, in these instances, there is life
embracing life: grace in the heart of one embracing grace in the
heart of another; testimony in the heart of one embracing the
testimony in the heart of another; light in the one embracing the
light in the other; truth in the heart of one embracing the truth in
the heart of another; godliness in one embracing godliness in the
other. Let this apply to yourself; the same thing is in you, and the
implanted principles in you have run in the same direction. So that
it is easy to trace by the pulse of your affections, that they are set.
on things above, and that you are one of those "That fly as a
cloud, and as doves to their windows."
Let me ask, can JOU go with, and feel one with, the cloud ef
worldlings 1 Is your heart united unto the general professors, wh(}
are satisfied with the form without the power 1 These are not your
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friends. You cannot join in affinity with lifeless, dry, formal, mere
letter Christians, in name only without the grace. With such you
are not agreed, therefore you cannot walk with them.
You are a heart-mourning sinner, you have a truth-loving soul.
You are in the midst of the comforts of this life, blessed with all
temporal mercies; in the midst of them, you crave the comforts
flowing from the cross of Christ, which are spiritual consolations.
You abound. in everything, yet fear you have nothing. You are
striving to gain, yet appear without exertion. You are always
satisfied, yet always discontented. Your heart is opened to receive
what your spirit rejects, and of such like are your companions.
These are a peculiar people, sought out of the Lord from all other
people: they be set apart for Himself. It is to such He gave
Himself, because the world itself cannot fill their heart, therefore
He gives Himself. The world, compared to Him is as the drop of
a bucket. The evidences of these things you have within you. " He
that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself."
If you have not the witness of the Spirit of adoption bearing
witness with your spirit unto your sonship, enabling you to cry,
"Abba, Father," you have the witness of the Spirit in a lower
form, but equally sure and blessed. There is love towards the
Lord, His truth, house, children, and ministers j and that is a
testimony of His love to you, for "we love Him because He first
loved us." You have the witness of tribulation, of a daily cross, yea,
cross upon cross, trial upon trial. It is "through much tribulation we
must enter the kingdom." Again, you have the witness of death.
You feel dead to the pleasures, the ways, the vanity of the world.
These and such like things are sure evidences of· spiritual life, and
they are the things which do accompany salvation. The Lord, by
permitting fears, darkness, death, carnality, and glowing apprehensions
to break into the mind of His seeking family, prevents their settling
upon the lees of dry formality, and upon a judgment well informed
as to the letter of truth; for the faith of such stands only in the
wisdom of man j that light is sure to go out in darkness.
Vve know that trials, temptations, and crosses are not for "the
present joyous, but grievous" j but there is the exercising thereby.
Exercise is conducive to health. Hezekiah was well exercised, in sore
weeping, on account of the message of death sent from God by
Isaiah-in reasoning conclusion of his being cut off-in fears of the
pit of corruption-and in earnest prayer, which the Lord heard and
~raciously answered. And this was for the health of his faith, for
he said, "0 Lord, by these things men live, and in all these things
is the life of my spirit." Your soul has thus been kept alive in
the truth, and so it will be. In this you may be confident.
Yours in love,
Biggleswude, January 10th, 1889.
J. WARBURTON.
THE highest character to which I aspire (Go~ grant I may be entitled
to it) is that of an elect sinner, redeemed With blood and saved by
grace.
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THESE

DAYS OF COMPROMISE AND LACK OF
PROTESTANT PRINCIPLE.
DOUBTLESS most of our readers will have heard, not merely of the
Mayor and some of the members of the Corporation of Portsmouth,
attending the Romish so-called cathedral at the opening services, as
mentioned in our last, but of the subsequent attendance in state of
the Mayor and Corporation of Southampton, at the Roman Catholic
chapel in that town. In both places, the most subtle addresses were
given-the one by the Roman Catholic Archbishop, the other by the
priest in charge. Both gave abundant proof of their cleverness al;
men; but in each case brought into marked prominence that tenet of
their apostate system, "the end justifying the means." To give heed
to these statements, the Papacy had a history of the most unselfish,
amiable, and lovely character. Nothing could vie with its disinterestedness,
naught cope with its efforts for the well-being of mankind in general.
And these statements were made in the face of the historical facts
left upon record, in proof that she is precisely what the Word of the
living God has declared her to be, "MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH." Not only does the page of history establish
these facts, but men and women of our own time, who have been
rescued from the dread meshes of Romanism (take, for example,
Pastor CHIKIQUY, Miss O'GORMAN, and the Nun of Kenmare), have,
through the length and breadth of Christendom, proclaimed far and
wide their own personal knowledge of the working of the accursed
system so plainly and unmistakably denounced in the Sacred ""Vord.
What renders the conduct of the Mayor and Corporation of
Southampton the more reprehensible, is that not one of their number was
nominally a Romanist, and that their town had been so recently visited
by one of the ladies just referred to, namely, the Nun of Kenmare.
Doubtless it was the sophistry and the plausible letters of the priest
in charge, in regard to her visit and statements, that overcame the
better judgment and the common sense of men placed in positions of
responsibility, but, by whose public recognition of a system that has
shed the blood of millions, have rendered themselves utterly unworthy
of the respect and confidence of the Protestant community; their
recognition, as a public body, of Popery, ought at once to have been
followed by their resignation of the important position assigned to them,
the which they had so abused, to the boasted declaration of the priest
in charge, that such a service had not been rendered to their
communion for the last three hundred years.
What astounds us is the fact, that those professing to be readers
and lovers of their Bible, should so ignore and set at naught the so
plainly-defined marks and descriptions of Romanism, on the one
hand, and the equally plainly-pronounced doom and utter destruction
that awaits it, on the other hand. It would seem that, in this respect,
a judicial blindness had overtaken them. Well might such hapless
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ones give heed to the solemn warning of the Apostle, in his second
Epistle to the Thessalonians, where he follows up his testimony as to
the working of the mystery of iniquity by this most solemn statement,
"For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie: that they all might be damned who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." The reader will please
recollect that these are not OWl' words, but those of St. Paul, under
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost.
Among the many letters which have been published upon the
lamentable act of the Mayor and Oorporation of Southampton, to
which we have referred, we cannot forbear quoting one which appeared
in the Hampshin Advertiser for June 4th. The statements contained
in the letter we are about to quote, those who read our pamphlet,
"IRELAND: ITS PRlli:5TS AND ITS PEOPLE," will see how the statements in the letter and the pamphlet are the result of personal
observation and of dwelling among the people. Here is the letter,
entitledTHE CORPORATE VISIT TO ST. JOSEPH'S.-A VOICE FROM
BELFAST.
To the Editor of the Hampshire Adt'ertiser.
SIR,-As a native of Southampton, I hear with profound regret of the recent
visit of the Mayor and Corporation to the Roman Catholic Church. After having'
been delivered, by the providence and grace of Almighty God, more than three
centuries ago, from the tyranny, superstition, ignorance, intolerance, and
degradation of Popery, and having such abundant evidence to.day of the progress
and freedom which Protestantism has been the means of conferring upon our
nation, it is a serious offence against our national faith and blood·bought liberty
of which these officials have been guilty, professing as they do, belief in the
Protestant faith and (mis) representing Protestant interests.
Protestants here can scarcely credit the statement that such a retrograde step
has been taken by the Southampton Corporation.
Unfortunately, it is a sign of the delusion and apathy of the times, and I
fear this step will be followed by others; and, to the shame of Southampton will
it ever be said, that the Corporation of such Rn ancient and historical borough
took the first fatal step back to the arms of the Church whose history is marked
on its every page with the blood of martyrs.
It would be well if the members of the Corporation who attended the Roman
Catholic Church would pay a visit to Ireland and see Roman Catholicism in
this country without the veneer with which it covers itself more or less in
England. Let these gentlemen come here and witness the baneful influence of
this delusive and soul.ruining creed. Let them see the contrast between the
comfort, cleanliness, freedom, and intelligence of the Roman Catholic and the
Protestant working classes; and let them observe the attitude which the
Protestants of Ireland are prepared and determined to take up rather than
submit to be placed under the yoke of Rome, knowing as they well do that
the same spirit that animated the Church of Rome in the dark ages animate.
her to-day. It is her boast that she is infallible, and once give her the reins
of power, and all her fury will be let loose against those who refuse to swallow
. her unscriptural dogmas.
If English Protestants are willing to allow themselves to be misled, the Irisl,
Protestants are not. They see the danger, they see things here as they really
are, and know what would be the result of Papal supremacy, and they are
determined and ready to defend their liberty and the Protestant faith with
their lilies.
The Church of Rome is gaining ground in England, and she is certain to try
her strfDgth at the earliest possible opportunity, and it behoves true Protestant.
to watch and pray, and resist all efforts to deprive them of those liberties and
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-that glorious inheritance which have come down to us from our martyred
forefathers, and which it is our duty to hand on to our successors unimpaired.
I trnst that Southampton will publicly declare her emphatic disapproval of
the ill-advised action of the Corporation.
Yours truly,
18, Fleetwood Street, Belfast, 1st June, 1892.
S. J. PAYNE.

We feel it, moreover, incumbent upon us, under present circumstances, to add the annexed letter, which appears likewise in the
aforenamed journal. We thank the Editor for giving publicity to these
epistles-a rare thing, we are sorry, to say, in these easy-going, "all.
things-to-all-men" times in which we live. Here is the letterTo the EditD?' of the Hampshire Advertiser.
SIR,-Southampton ha.s in times pa.st been somewhat distinguished in connection with religious matters. She is associated in the minds of many with the
departure of the Pilgrim Fathers. She had for a son ISAAc WATTS. Once again
she has been distinguished. But on this occasion by conduct of which neither
the Puritans, who had part in fonnding the Republic beyond the sea, or the
distinguished :Nonconformist whose monument adorns one of her parks, would
have approved, much less been personally guilty.
It was indeed an imposin~ display which took place on May 22nd at St•
.Joseph's Roman Catholic Church. The spectacle was impasing. The music was
imposing. The rhetoric of the preacher was imposing.
But the word imposing has various meanings. Oue of these is, doubtless, that
quality of impressing the mind which the realized exhibition of grandeur, or
majesty, or power, so commonly and naturally possesses.
Another use of the word imposing, however, and one with which most people
are still more familiar, is to denote the passing off upon the credulous, or
ignorant, of something as being different to what it is. Of such imposition there
was amply sufficient attempted on the occasion in question.
There was that little band, arrayed in the pomp, and distinguished by the cir·cumstance of municipal state, wending its way to Bugle Street. There they
were, Mayor, Maces, Officers, Beadles, aud Police. But to say that these represented
the true feeling, or expressed the real convictions, or spoke the actual mind of
the people of Southampton, would surely be to seek to impose in the grossest
.and most barefaced manner upon one's self and one's fellows.
• To pretend t.o believe that the present Mayor of this Borough, when he
'placed Canou SCANNELL in the pmud position of seeing laid down before him,
as the local representative of Rome, the insignia of the civil power of a
Protestant Sovereign, and of a Protestant Staw, was acting as a true and
-faithful representative of this town, in the legitimate and dutiful exercise of
the temporary immuuities of his office, would indeed be a brazen attempt at
downright imposition of the most flagrant description.
But it is rather with reference to the imposition on the credulity of some of
your readers, which may be the result of the perusal of some of the expressions
used in a speech by Canon SCA.l"NELL, on a subsequent occasion, at the Incorporation banquet, with reference to Rome's attitude towards the Bible, that I would
desire and venture to make a few remarks,
If the modern Romanist Missionary can only get the easy.going, ignorant,
liberal-minded, professing Protestant persuaded that the Bible occupies the same
position in the eyes and practical esteem of the Romish that it does in the
sight of the Pl'Otestant Church, he has indeed won a victory. But such a
triumph is by no means, as yet at all events, easy to gain. To obtain it,
necessitates the eradication from the memory of the sad lessons of past history;
or involves the successful refutation of that history as false; or demands their
satisfactory explanation away, in such a manner as shall thoroughly allay the
suspicion of the possible re· enacting of bygone scenes of fire and bloodshed,
with the history of which we are still, thank God, pretty well familiar in this
land.
There is, indeed, only one way of seeking the attainment of this end, with
reasonable prospects of success, and that is just the very plan to the adoption
of which the writer would seek to direct attention. It consists in the endeavour
to lead people to suppose that Rome's attitude towards the Bible has changed.
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We know what it was in the days of WYCLIFFE, TYNDALE, and Bloody MARY.
It has not changed. DENS (I presume still a Standard Authority at Maynooth)
says, .. According to STEYAERET, the law (that is, the 4th rule of the Index,
the rules of the Index here referred to placed a restriction on the circulation of
the Bible) was received and obsened (with some variety according to the
peculiar genius of nations) in by far the greater portion of the Catholic world,
say, in the whole of that portion of the world which is completely Catholic.
It was more dispensed with only where Catholics lived among heretics" (DENS,
vol. ii p. 103. Dublin, 1832). .. In this passage DENS has unwittingly" (it has
been very truly pointed out) .. told the true state of the ca&e. As long as the
Church of Rome had all the power in her own hands, she placed restrictions
and prohibitions on the reading of the Scriptures: and these restrictions are
only rela.xed where heretical Protestants will not let her have altogether her
own way."
Copies of a litt19 work by the late Cardinal WISEMAN were given away, instead
of the promised Bihles which were to have rewarded the attendants at St. Joseph's.
Just let us consider what C'l.rdinal WISEMAN wrote in his "Catholic Doctrine
of the Bible," published in London in 1853, p. 20: "If, therefore, we be
asked why we do not give the Bible indifferently to all, and the shutting up
of God's Word be disdainfuliy thrown in our face, we will not seek to elude
the question, or meet taunts by denial, or by attempts to prove that our
principles on the subject are not antagonistic 'to those of Protestants. They
are antagonistic, and we glory in avowing it."
So wrote Cardinal WrsEMAN. What he wrote in 1853, and what I have read
in the Southampton paper in May, 1892, as the utterances of the talented and
zealous local representative of Rome, are not very easily reconciled.
I have the honour to be, Sir, faithfully,
A..."DRBW SruON LAM•.
St• .L1.ndrew's Villa, Belle Vue, Southampton, June 2nd, 1892.

"A CRIME OF COLOSSAL MAGNITUDE."
THE Rural World recently published the following letter from Professor
TYNDALL, in reference to the recent appeal of that journal to the
British Nonconformists on the subject of Home Rule :-" The appe'l
from Irish to English Nonconformists has my entire sympathy and
approval. It is, in my opinion, the work of wise and patriotic men.
For the last eighteen months I have been a broken invalid, but many
a time, during my days and nights of weakness and depression, I have
wished to be able to go among the young and generous Nonconformists
of England, and make known to them the truth with regard to this
question of Home Rule. If your readers knew Ireland, north and
south, as I do, they would agree with me in thinking that any Act
of Parliament that would place the Protestants of Ireland under the
rule and governance of the most ignorant priesthood in Europe, that
of Spain alone excepted, would be 'a crime of colossal magnitude."
IT is the duty of a Christian to wait God's leisure. There is no
mercy worth praying for, but it is worth waiting for.-Venning.
ADVERSE circumstances often cause rebellion in the heart against
God. Israel soon found this out-" It had been better to serve the
Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness." Happy is the
believer who, the more adversity assails, is made by divine grace to
cleave closer to Jesus. "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in

Him."-Anon.
2
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ROMANISM AND ITS REVIVAL.
To the Editor of the Hampshire Advertioer.
Sm,-I presume I am the only surviving member of the staff
connected with your journal (the old Hampshire Advertiser) from the
year 1828 to 1832. Well do I recollect a leader being written during
that time by a Captain STEPHENS, R.N., advocating a line of railway
to London, which by many was considered a most absurd and
altogether impracticable undertaking.
I beg to thank you for admitting to your columns the outspoken
letters of Mr. J. S. PAYNE and Mr. A. S. LAMB, which appeared in
your journal of Saturday last. Both writers had the honesty and the
fearlessness to attach their names to their epistles, a practice by no
means too common in these days of miscalled charity, and a wretched
expediency, when principle panders to popularity. Your Mayor and
Corporation have laid themselves open to this charge by their official
recognition of the Papacy. They have thus done what they could to
extinguish the light set up at Oxford three hundred years ago by the
martyred bishops. For this most objectionable act they will have
earned for themselves an unenviable and lasting notoriety. Their
conduct was the more reprehensible, in consequence of the warning
words so recently addressed to the people of Southampton, by one
who had been enthralled in the fatal meshes of a system so denounced
in the Bible, that Book which has been declared to be the secret of
England's prosperity, the adherence to which regulates the success, or
otherwise, of a nation.
In the fulsome and flowery address given upon the occasion of the
Mayor's visit, the Canon in charge stated that, "If every man did his
duty, and acted up to the light which the Almighty had given him,
that man must be saved." He said, further, that "that was the
teaching of the Church of which he was a humble minister." How,
I ask, does this assertion agree with the well-known tenet of the
Romish Church, namely, that "none can be saved outside her communion" ?
Any such contradictory statements, however, can be
accounted for upon the ground that their boasted infallible system
asserts that "the end justifies the means," whatever those means may
be.
Writing from Belfast, your correspondent, Mr. PAYNE, expresses a
"----"', , wish that his unsuspecting fellow-townsmen of Southampton could see
With precisely
for themselves what he is eye-witn~ss to in Ireland.
this object in view, I am about to issue a shilling pamphlet, of one
hundred and twelve pages, containing a simple matter-of-fact detail
of my experience of Romanism during a nearly twelve years' residence
in its midst, in the southern part of the sister isle. The perusal
will, I am persuaded, plainly show to every unprejudiced reader that
the proposed" Home Rule" (which means "Rome Rule") will prove
most fatal to the interests and the security of all who venture to
oppose. Moreover, it will assuredly prove likewise a stepping-stone
to Rome's control in liberty-loving England. Then will begin her
desperate conflict with those whose mistaken Liberalism has blindly
aided her, and provided the means by which they themselves will be
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<lruelly and fatally scourged. In the pages of the Gospel Magazine and
Protestant Beacon, which I have had the privilege of conducting for
upwards of fifty-two years, I have uniformly cautioned my fellowcountrymen to beware of the encroachments of a system which will be
satisfied with nothing short of absolute authority and undisputed
control
Yours obediently,
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.,
Be(ln~inster.

Late Vicar of St. Lnke's,

Southsea, Whit lIfond,ty, June 6th, 1892.

ROME'S TACTICS.
SHE asked for tolerat'ion, some sixty years ago,
She was so innocent, she said, 'twas wrong to treat her so;
It really was a pity that England should remember
Such trifles as the Smithfield fires, and Guido-Fawkes' November!

Our Senators-imagining there really was a change,
Admitted her to Parliament, and gave her system range;
She took her seat so modestly, and kept so very quiet,
That folks began to see no need for anti-popish riot.
But then-as now and ever-the woman wore a mask,
A1Jostacy her aim was, to subjugate her task;
The first she has accomplished, the Church has gone astray,
But subju!latioll turns the scale a bit the other way.
She says, "::\1y Church is holy, my Popes are holy too,
My '.Fathers,' , Brothers,' ::\1onks, and Nuns, what holy things they do!
The evils which you hear 0] may fill you with disgust,
But know-the holiness of Rome must never be discussed."
"I'll tell you what my holiness will do," says Mrs. Rome,
"If e'er you take my candle lights to come and look at home,'Twill tear your blessed Bibles, and break your lecturers' heads,
And send yeur honest Protestants a bleeding to their beds.
"I asked for toleration; you gave it, but I give
No toleration where I come; all perish if I live!
And o'er the dozing country I pass with lengthy strides;
For, so I conquer En.qtand, I have no foe besides."
'Yhat say you, Men of England, you know the woman well,
A perjured thing, a murderess, a woe unspeakable,
Blighting the fairest country which bends beneath her sway;
Answer me-Will you take her into your homes to-day?
Stand up, then, stand together, stand out, and make her known,
For know, where Rome finds entrance, she never comes alone;
She comes with revolution, and anarchy and chains,
For thought itself is fettered where the Scarlet 'Woman reigns.
Pour out a cry to heaven, 0 honest-hearted men,
For Chiniquy, O'Gorman, and all who know her den;
'Would God our feeble voices were steeped in living power,
To rouse our fellow-countrymen in this insipid hour.
God holds the lives of any who mount above the crowd,
With honest heart and burning lip amid Rome's curses loud;
He sitteth "Kin,q upon the floods," and, on a given day,
One of His mighty seas shall sweep the godless thing away.
Galleywood, Chelmsford.

M. A. CHAPLIN.
~
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
From

CITY PRESS,

Wednesday, May 18th, 1892.

THE eighty-fifth annual meeting of this society was held on Monday
evening at Exeter Hall, Lieut.-General Sir ROBERT BIDDULPH presiding; and amongst those present were: The Rev. J. VAUGHAN, the
Rev. J. C. MARTIN, M.A., the Rev. Dr. PATERSON, the Rev. T.
BRADBURY, Mr. F. A. BEVAN, Mr. VV. J. PARKS, ~Mr. W. HEATHFIELD,
Mr. C. WILSON, and Mr. J. E. HAZELTON (secretary). After singing,
a portion of Holy Scripture was read, and prayer offered by the Rev.
JOHN VAUGHAN, of Holy Trinity, Hackney.
The secretary, Mr. J. E. HAZELTON, followed with the report-an
interesting document-which, among other items, gave pen-and-ink
sketches of the good work caried on in the homes at Hornsey Rise,
Camberwell, Stamford Hill, and Brighton, and then went on to notice
the two particular branches-namely, the provision of life pensions of
five, seven, and ten guineas, and the maintenance of four homes for a
portion of the pensioners. The great mortality which during the
winter affected all classes told, the committee stated, upon the
society's pensioners, so that the year closed with 1,208 upon the
books, being 27 less than last year's total; 562 pensioners dwelt in
the country, and 646 lived in London and its environs. No fewer
than 864 were over 70 years of age, and of this number 277 were
more than 80, and 17 upwards of 90. The oldest recipient had been
29 years on the books, the next 27 years, and the following three
e.ach 25 years, and they had received pensions ranging from a total
of £225 to £158. The pension lists stood as follows: 146 recipients
of the ten guineas pension, 345 of the seven guineas, 5&0 of the five
guineas, and 127 approved candidates receiving 5s monthly. Upwards
of £7,690 had been distributed in pensions during the year. Mr.
J. T. MORToN, of Leadenhall Street, with his umal generosity, had
given during the past year 1,225 boxes of groceries, 1-10 pairs of
blankets, a quantity of flannel, and a supply of coals. The work, the
committee added, required a total income of at least £10,500 per
annum. The pensioners alone absorbed £7,690 yearly, and the
various funds connected with the homes required another £1,800.
~ince its foundation in 1807, pensions had been granted to 5,1)90
persons, to the total amount of £222,000.
The Ohairman having reviewed the work of the society, and
recommended it to the sympathy of the Ohristian public, the Rev. Dr.
SINCLAIR PATERSON moved the adoption of the report, the resolution
being seconded by the Rev. J. C MARTIN, who said he held in his
hand a letter from the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, which perhaps they would:
like to hear. Dr. DOUDNEY says: "Most gladly would I have accepted
the kind invitation of the secretary to be with you at your annual
meeting, but for the fact that in myoid age-now in my eightysecond year-I am laid aside by what the doctors tell me is a wornout throat, which, added to the want of hearing, leaves me, to my
sorrow, both deaf and dumb in my dear Lord and Master's service.
It has been my sacred pleasure to advocate the claims of your excellent
society in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and from pulpit and
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platform, for more than half a century. For ministering to the dear old
people of the Lord, I believe there is no society equal to it.
" With a view to to its interests, and to prove the covenant faithfulness and the Divine all-sufficiency of our God, I have this day issued
a penny booklet, entitled, "She Prayed for Me and then for Herself."
It furnishes a most striking account of the experience of one of the
late inmates of the Hornsey Asylum, taken to her rest only recently.
As the little work is devoted entirely to the interests of the society,
I hope an effort will be made to circulate it widely. I take this
opportunity of stating, through my friend and brother, the Rev. J. C.
MARTIN, to whom this letter will be entrusted, that, feeling as I do,
the most momentous results will follow the forthcoming election, I am
about to send forth from the press, in the course of a few days,
a shilling pamphlet, in which I have given a simple record of facts,
touching on the nature and operations of Romanism, as witnessed
during my nearly twelve years' residence in its midst. I think these
facts will prove to every impartial and unprejudiced reader that
if certain proposed measures are carried with respect to Ireland,
Home Rule will prove Rome Rule, and, alas! alas! then for the
Protestants of the sister isle. Any surplus proceeds from the sale of
this pamphlet, after the cost of printing, will be handed over to the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society." Thus, continued Mr. MARTIN, the
doctor, your friend-though aged-is alive to work, and though he
has had a good innings, is still awake to the interests of his country
and the poor of God's flock.
The resolution was supported by :Mr. F. A. BEVAN, and the report
was adopted.
A second resolution was next passed, as follows: "That the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, by its scriptural warrant, doctrinal basis,
and mode and extent of operations, should receive the hearty support
of the Lord's people throughout the kingdom, and this meeting
commends to the sympathetic consideration of the Christian Church
the need of increasing the annual subscription lists of the society and
its Hornsey-rise Asylum." The proceedings finally closed with the
benediction.
THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. W. H. PAINTER.
WE publish this month the Portrait of one who was our fellowlabourer at Bedminster for some five years, and who has since had
sole charge of a large district for about seven years. In speaking of
the Rev. W. H. PAINTER, we have often said, if we were asked to
give our opinion of him, in one word, it would be-conscientious. The
late Rev. P. BROWN, of Edgbaston, with whom he was associated
for some years, spoke in similar terms of Mr. PAINTER. Our readers
are familiar with his clear, sound, and painstaking sermons which
appeared from time to time in this Magazine, during his connection
with Bedminster. His wife is almost as arduous and active in
parochial work as himself; she is nearly equal to a second curate.
We should rejoice to hear of their being settled in some permanent
sphere, for which he is thoroughly competent and deservedly entitled.

.j
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COMFORT UNDER TRIALS.
(PSALM

xlii. ;

PSALM

xxxii. 6-8;

DEUTERONOMY

xxxiii. 27;

To the Editor of the Gospel

ROMANS

viii. 37-39.)

~Magazine.

DEAR: DR. DOUDNEY,-If you think the enclosed verses will be
profitable to your readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, they are at your
service. I can fully sympathize with you in the loss of your dear
son, having passed through a similar trial in the loss of a son, who
left home and went to America, and, after beating about for sixteen
months, died at St. Louis, of fever; and I could never hear about his
death, except that he died in the hospital there. I am now in my
seventy-seventh year, and feel I am getting towards my home above.
With best wishes for God's support and comfor~,
I am, yours respectfully,
Hotwells, Bristol, J1MW 1st, 1892.
JOHN BRYANT.
THOUGH waves and billows often roll,
And well-nigh overwhelm the soul,
Yet, through God's all.sustaining
grace,
The bark will reach her destined
place.
The powers of darkness may oppose,
And fill the heart with sighs and
throes,
But, in the Everlasting Arms,
The child of God may smile at storms.
The Lord, who rules the world on
high,
Guides His dear people with His
eye,
And conquers all their raging foes,
Though thousand thousands them
oppose.
His love is an undying love,
No power in heaven or earth can
move,
Nor life, nor death, nor time, nor
place,
Can e'er that precious love efface.
Come, then, poor trembling soul, and
rest
Upon the Saviour's tender breast;
His love of pity you shall know;
His heart with sympathy doth flow.

He knows your trials, sees your
tear,
And bids you to Himself repair j
His ear is open to your cry,
He watches you with loving eye.
Dry up your tears, rejoice and sing,
The almighty Saviour is your
King;
Oh, let this thought fill you with
joy
The raging billo"s can't destroy!
Soon will you cross the sea of
life,
And bid adieu to sin and strifeBe present with the Lord you love,
And mingle with the blest above!
Wait on the Lord, and keep His
way,
Then shall thy strength be as thy
day;
Keep Jesus and thy home in view,
Be sure He'll safely bring thee
through.
"Though rough and thorny be the
road,
It leads thee home apace to God j
Then count thy present trials small,
For heaven will make amends for
all."
J. B.

THE righteous man makes godliness his gain; the wicked man
makes gain his godliness.- Venning.
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A CHEERING TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Feeling cast down, and sad, and weary with the little
vexations of life, and the evil of my own heart (this is the worst
trouble), I took up the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for this month (April) and
opened it at page 242, and read the piece, "A few plain and loving
words to the occupants of the Printers' Almshouses." They proved to
be a few loving words to me also. The whole of it came down to
one's very feelings, and traced the fears which so often beset the mind.
I have often felt, if I was a less sinner-that I had not dene this,
said that, or been the other-there might be more hope; but the
thought that Jesus "Came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance," has been a source of comfort to me. When readin!!; the
fears and desires of the poor woman, it made me feel almost as if I was
the onEl going to Jesus; it made me long io be in her place at the
feet of Jesus, to hear Him speak to me, and tell me all my sins shall
be forgiven. She feared He would send her away; but how different!
what love and mercy! And this is the self-fam e Jesus to whom we
may go in all our trials and perplexities, and He will not send us
away. In reading this piece through, it made this impression on my
mind: This woman was a great sinner; so am 1. She came to Jesus
trembling and fearing, but, before he left Him, she obtained a blessing.
I may go to Him now just the same. It is sinners He invites-those
who feel their need of Him. Like her, I feel drawn, at times, yet
hardly know how; there is a desire for something we do not possess;
but there are times, when we can say, "Lord, Thou knowest all things,
Thou knowest that I love Thee." Another thing helped me. In the
Family Portion (page 221) these words are written, "Come now and
let us reason together [let us talk the matter over; let us see what
can be done J, though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow," &c. As it is stated there, so I felt that it was an
encouragement for poor bankrupt sinners to go to Him who is
mighty to save the vilest, the poorest, the most feelingly unworthy.
I can say, "I am a poor sinner, and nothing at all," and long to
realize that "Jesus Christ is my All and in all."
I cannot tell you, dear sir, how truly sorry I was to read of the death of
your beloved son. It must indeed have been a shock, but God is " too
wise 'to err, and too good to be unkind"; He is full of compassion. "He
knoweth our frame," and just how much we can bear. Yes, He knows ,.
and "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear Him." Jesus wept at the grave of Lazarus, therefore He knows
the anguish of your mind, the gap that is made, your many fears,
and the feeling of sorrow. He can sympathize with you, and make
even this great trial to be a blessing in the end.
"Trust Him, He will not deceive us,
Though we hardly of Him deem;
He will never, never leave us,
Nor will let us quite leave Him."
May you have the confidence of the Psalmist, when he said, le In
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the day of my trouble, I will call upon Thee, for Thou wilt answer
me." Oh, may Jesus comfort you, sustain, and help you in this
bereavement, and cause you t.o realize that "all things work together
for good, to them that love God," and give you submission to His
will, and enable you to say that, "All God's ways are right," and"Whate'er Thy providence denies
I calmly would resign,
For Thou art just, and good, and wise;
Oh, bend my will to Thine."
I began this letter some days ago, but unforeseen circumstances
prevented its being finished until now.
May you, dear sir, hear Jesus speaking peace to your troubled
heart, saying, "It is I ; be not afraid," is the desire of,
Yours in deep sympathy,
A LOVER OF TilE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edito'J' of the Gospel .Magazine.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-We received yesterday from the publishers
one thousand copies of the penny edition of " Walks and Talks uith
Jesus." Need I say that they were most acceptable 1 We are
continually hearing of blessing resulting from the reading of them.
The annexed letter will, I doubt not, cheer you greatly. I would like
to express my warmest thanks to the kind donor.
I regret to say that we have not received any contributions for the
Old Jonathan Fund during the past month.
During the past year we
have received £13 9s. 3d. towards the account. May we ask kind
friends to help us to clear off the debt as soon as possible?
I have received for One Shilling Fund, for which I return hearty
thanks: Mrs. PINDER, £1; Mrs. BAINES, 1s.6d.
FROM A LADy.HELPER IN IRELAND.
DEAR MRS. BRIDER,-It is, I fear, a long time since I have written
to thank you for your continued kindness in sending me the monthly
parcel so regularly, with such a useful supply of papers for distribution
amongst our dear soldiers.
I was so very sorry to find that dear Dr. DOUDNEY has met with such
a great sorrow in his old age. I only know him through his works, but
have learned to value him for his work's sake. One day, I was
distributing papers as I gave flowers in the hospital, when a young
fellow stretched out his hands eagerly and said, "Have you another
Jonathan? You gave me one last week." He told me he had been in Dr.
DOUDNEY'S Sunday School, and spoke of him with great love and
reverence. He said his brother had got "Walks and Talks with Jes'l/,s,"
as a prize, so I gave him one of the little penny books you sent me,
also a GOSPEL MAGAZINE, with an account of young Mr. DOUDNEY in
it, and he was so pleased. In working amongst soldiers, I find that
so many have been, in their boyhood, attendants at Sunday School.
May the Lord bless the seed sown, and I am sure many of us are
just reaping the seed sown by some great unobtrusive teacher in days
gone by.
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FROM A MISSIONARY TO AILAN.
Please accept my sincere thanks for the monthly parcels of Chlistian
literatul'e which you have so kindly sent me. The books are so full of
the fat things. of the Gospel that my soul delighteth in them. The
GOSPEL MAGAZINE is a real treasure. The articles by its venerable
Editor al'e full of consolation to the true believer in the Lord Jesus
Chlist. My faith is always strengthened and revived by the reading of
the" Wayside Notes." May the Lord continue to help and bless these soulfeeders. I am happy to inform you that the publications are useful to
those amongst whom I distribute them. May the Lord continue His
smile and blessing on all your efforts for His glory.
FROM A LARGE SEAPORT.
I desire to thank you very much indeed for the parcel of books. Some
time ago I had two copies of " Walks and Talks with Jesus" given to me.
I lent one to a poor sick man. When I called one morning to see him

he said, "Mr. - - that little book has been a real blessing to me"; and
.so it has.
Thanking you for all your kindness, with Christian love, believe me,
dear Dr. DOUDNEY,
Yours in Him,
ANN E. BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Wilton Road, Salisb1l1'y, June 11th, 1892.
COIDIE:\'TS.
IVe wish we could stir up our readers to do more on behalf of Mrs.
BRIDER'S work. Could they see, as from time to time we see, the
eagerness with which our booklets or copies of Old Jonathan are
received, we believe it would prompt them to seek to share our pleasure, in the hope that the seed thus sown would take effect. We are
thankful to say that we continue to receive the most cheering and
encouraging accounts as to the benefit attending the distribution of
these works. A most remarkable case, for example, was brought before
us yesterday, in which it would seem that the hand of the Lord was
so clearly and unmistakably to be seen. Oh, be it ours, dear reader,
increasingly to feel how short our time is, and how rapidly passing
away the mere momentary opportunity for thus seeking to spread the
name and the fame of Him who is "the chiefest among ten thousand,
the altogether lovely." We met, two days since, on shipboard, one
who, in consequence of a turn in the markets, had just met with a
·considerable loss; but so absorbed was he in an anxiety to benefit
his fellow-creatures, in a spiritual sense, that it was clear his merely
temporal loss but very slightly affected him. As he thus spoke, we
looked around upon other fellow-passengers, and our heart positively
sickened as we contemplated the light, frivolous-yea, more, the absolutely injurious and destructive-reading in which they were revelling.
Such seed-sowing must be productive of sad fruit-bearing. We see
this confirmed in the sad records of the daily newspapers. As a rule,
we avoid their perusal, as being loathsome and depressing to the
greatest degree.
THE EDITOR.
THERE is nothing that cometh to us by chance or fortune, but by
-our heavenly Father's providence.-Bmdfo1'(l.
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LOVE-NOTES.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-For a long time past I have felt I would
like to write to you, and especially since this last trial of your faith has
fallen upon you; but my own path has been a thorny one, although so
much mercy mingled that I feel I dare not murmur-the thankfulness must exceed. Oh, what a mercy it is our covenant God can and
does make all grace to abound! and, if the trials sent do but result in giving
Him glory, then it is a blessed end. I often think of that "glorified
God." ,Ve know one was smitten, in that" he gave not God the glory."
We read, "They glorified not God" ; and, if God's own children have but
this one thought and desire before them, to "live for the glory of God,"
(1 Oor. x. 31), what a high aim, what a blessed testimony! much more
telling than much of the energy of the present day; and, if the life
glorifies God, the death is sure to do so. This is a blessed topic to dwelt
upon, and one to lift us up above the carking cares that eat into one'",
very life, and we mourn they should do so. Isaiah xliii. 21, is beautifully
answered in Psalm cxlv.
A triumphant death-bed is a touching testimony to the faithfulness,
love, and supporting grace of our God; but as, through the infirmity of
the flesh, that is sometimes denied, I think the life manifesting patience
in suffering, submission under bereavement, and, under pressure, the cry,
"Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him," is even more so. So,
dear sir, I feel, if only you were spared for this fresh testimony to the
Lord's upholding and gracious ministrations, in the loss of your dear
son, and for you (as you do) to witness to the same, is a rebuke to the
scoffer and "giving glory to God."
I often think much about your eyes, fearing that trial may be added
to your deafness, but I pray our gracious God to sustain you, even if that
precious gift of His be taken away-sight.
I am greatly exercised at the present over some aged ones, who I
trust and believe to be the Lord's. and yet are not showing forth His
praise. Most difficult cases to deal with. In neither case is self seen
to be the cause of the trouble, and so the blame is laid anywhere else,.
and the rebellion increases, and the almost deadness supervenes. Oh, for
the opening of the eyes, and the melting of the heart low down, to say,
"Do anything, Lord, but leave me not." Pride and self-righteousness is
so rampant in some, and self-pity swallows up all the thoughts. I commend these to your earnest prayers.
Yours in Him,
O. M.
OOMMENTS.
We thank our correspondent for her kind interest in regard to our
sight. To be deprived of the sight of the second eye would indeed be a
privation, seeing we cannot write by dictation. 'Ve trust, therefore, the
Lord will be pleased to spare us this additional trial. We speak it to His
praise, that as yet we suffer but little inconvenience from the cataract with
which the one eye is affected, much as we had dreaded such a calamity.
With respect to the case named by our correspondent, in regard to
the tone of feeling upon the part of those of whom better things might
be hoped for, we can only hope and pray that a change may speedily
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be wrought, and that by the Lord Himself. In fact, He must be the
Almighty Worker in the matter, for "vain is the help of man." If
, such spirit as that of which our correspondent speaks be indulged,
it is sure to lead to a hapless bondage and a sad captivity. It is sotrue that "the rebellious dwell in a dry land." We may well, each
and all of us, cry, "Lord, save me from a murmuring or repining.
spirit." We witnessed such an example of this, very recently, as made
us tremble for the party with whom we ventured to remonstrate.
The "I don't care for consequences," was so uppermost, both in tone
and words, that we could but say, ill reply, "I'm an older man than
you; and, if you can afford to be independent, I can't."
THE EDITOR.

I '

OHEERING FAOTS, AS EXPRESSED IN A LETTER TO A
FRIEND.
To the Editor of the Gospel Jl1'aga.Jine.
My BELOVED BROTHER IN THE GOSPEL,"That Christ is God, I can avouch,
And for His people cares;
Since I have prayed to Irim as such,
And Ire has heard my prayers."
If the Lord has not indited, heard, and answered my prayershundreds of times, a more deceived man does not exist.
A few years ago I was afraid I should have to give up taking the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which was a great grief to me, and I earnestly
besought the Giver of every good gift that He would make a way
for me to take it. SWAIN says"When most we need Iris helping hand,
This Friend is always near;
With heaven and earth at Iris command,
Ire waits to answer prayer."
This was true in my case, for, to my surprise and great delight, you
sent to me a note to say, that, if I could not pay for it, you would
send it me free, which you have done ever since. Many times have
I blessed the God of all our mercies for making the GOSPEL :M:A.GAZINE
such a blessing to me. At such times, a prayer has ascended from
the new heart, that He would bless the writers, readers, and publishers
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. For some years I have lent it to two
lovers of Ohrist, who were greatly blessed in reading it. One dear
old saint fell asleep in Jesus over a year ago. She was over seventy
years old. For above fifteen months she was bedridden, and many a
sweet lesson have I learned at her bed-side, conversing about the
"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood
of Jesus Ohrist." She fully believed that none but those whom the
Father elected in Ohrist before the foundation of the world, whom
the Son redeemed by His own precious blood, whom the Holy Spirit
hath regenerated, can feel the power, admire the beauty, enjoy the
sweetness, behold the dignity, and realize the blessedness concentred,
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in the everlasting love of J ehovah our God. A few days before she
died, she was so weak she could only whisper. I said softly
unto her"There 'l/OU will see His face,
And never, never sin" j
she, with a sweet smile on her face, whispered"But, from the rivers of His grace,
Drink endless pleasul'es in."
Before leaving her that evening, she said in a whisper,
"There we shall see His face,
And never, never sin; "
and I gently said the last two lines. It was her wish that my wife
and I should follow her to the grave, which we did. She was a great
sufferer for about thirty years, from internal cancer.
"Oh, what a blessed, glorious change! to leave
Her wearisome exi!'tence here below,
Th' eternal weight of glory to receive,
At God's right hand, where perfect pleasures flow."
The other to whom I lent the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is this year taking
it herself. She has taken Zion's Witness for a long time. She is a
." certain woman" whose heart the Lord opened, and has given her a
thorn in the flesh, in the form of family trials, that she attends to the
things which were spoken of Paul and the other seven principal men
.(or princes of men, as it is in the margin of Micah v. 5), the writers
of the New Testament. She comes from a village about a mile from
Olney. When she was a very little girl, her first place of service was
with your mother.
And now I lend the GOSPEL MAGAZI:-<E to others, who profit by
reading it, for "I would rather be a comfort to one of God's children,
than have the applause of a nation," 'if as RYL..-\.ND Eays.
In 1890, I was asked to give a little towards the chapel debt of
Knox Road Chapel, Little Zoar, Wellingborough. A friend gave
me two shillings, so I thought I would give that. But I thought it
would be better to buy two dozen of " Walks and Talks with Jesus "
and give them, and let them sell them; for I thought it would do
more good, and make more money, as there are thirteen to the dozen;
and I recollected what my beloved brother, ELIJAH COE, of Cambridge,
told me came to his mind respecting selling "Walks and Talks with
Jesus," namely, "She hat4 done what she could." I bought the first dozen
of him, and I have sold and given away about twelve dozen. But I
have drifted away from Wellingborough. Well, the last day of 1890
I had two shillings given to me, from an unexpected quarter, and, as I
had been praying for some time to possess fifty of dear DR. DOUDNEY'S
booklets, I put fourpence to the two shillings, and sent to you for two
complete sets, which you soon sent. On Sunday, January 18th, 1891, I
·took the two dozen" Walks and Talks," &c., and one set of booklets,
.and gave them to the deacons and pastor (MR. L. HAND) of the
" Reader, mark this statement, and couple it 'with Matthew xxv. 40, and
.:Mark ix. 41.-En.
.
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before-named chapel, and they were very plllased with them. They
sold them, and made a little over four shillings. The other set I
read myself, and I can never tell what a "feast of fat things" I had
in reading them. I have given most of them away, and have since
sent to you for two more sets, one for myself and one for the'
"certain woman" named before. They (the booklets) are the
"Precious jewels of the Church."
I come now to Ohristmas, 1891. Being straitened in circumstances, I felt obliged to pray to the Lord that He would cause
somebody to give me a Ohristmas-box, that I might buy "Heart
Breathings," a shilling book, by DR. DOUDNEY. I had seen in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE that you had got some to sell. I had read one that
I borrowed a good many years ago; I thought I should like to
have one of my own, for I remember what a blessing I had in reading
it before. But I soon thought what a fool I was to think that a
prayer like that would be answered.
On the evening of the next day after Ohristmas, I had a ticket
given me to go to the old people's tea, the next Wednesday, at the Old
Baptist Ohapel. I went, and, after tea, MR. OAVE, one of the deacons,
gave to each of us a new shilling. (I was told, about 160, his own
gift.) We were all above sixty, some above seventy, some above
eighty, and I think one or two above ninety years old. When I got
home I threw my new shilling on the table, and said to my wife,
"There is the shilling, in answer to my prayer, for' Heart Breathings' ;
I shall keep that shilling to buy it with." My bookseller soon got it
for me, and I gave him the shilling. I read it, and I received words
of spiritual caution, counsel, and comfort. I lent it to a friend,
and she said she should like one like it. I ordered one for her,
and when I took it to her, she was very pleased with it.
When I got the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for this month, I saw you were
going to publish, "An Old Editor's Legacy," price one shilling. I
hoped I should have one of them. Well, on the 7th inst., I had two
shillings given to me, quite unexpected, so I thought I would send for
two copies with it. I often sing"Indulgent God! how kind
Whose dark, benighted mind
Are all Thy ways to me,
Is enmity with Thee!"

,~
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Yes, for I daily and hourly feel, more or less, that "the carnal mind
is enmity against Goa," in the form of self-will, self-pity, self-righteousness, &c.
"But when subdued 1y sovereign grace,
My spirit basks in ,Thine embrace."
At such seasons we feel the" everlasting arms" are underneath us, and
we are "enraptured with the bliss of Thy divine caressing"; and"While we are held in Thy embrace,
There's not a thought attempts to rove;
Each smile upon Thy beauteous face
Fixes, and' charms, and fires our love."
What a difference between the feelings of the old man and the new
man! The one is hell, the other is heaven.
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"My nature discloses to view
More vileness than I can [or dare] declare;
And were not the promises true,
I'm sure I should sink in despair.
"But Jesus, my Saviour and King,
My constant Protectoi' will be;
And, led by the Spirit, I sing,
'He saved a sinner like me.'"

The Lord reward and bless you for all your kindness to a poor old
sivner, who, the older he gets, feels his need more and more of the
prayer, "Guide me, 0 Thou great J ehovah."
Yours affectionately in Him,
R. C.
[Reader, do note, from the foregoing, how, by what little effort and
at how small a personal sacrifice, such grateful results may be
achieved. Think of the gladness of heart enkindled, and the grateful
responses therefrom, by what was done in the forenamed simple way;
and observe, too, the hand of the Lord was seen and· acknowledged in
.connection therewith. What a sweet confirmation of the last verse of
Psalm cvii., "Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they
shall understand the loving.kindness of the Lord."-En.]

THE LATE REV. JOHN VAUGHAN.
WE copy the annexed from the City P1'ess of June 11th :-" We regret
to record the sudden decease of the Rev. JOHN VAUGHAN, minister of
Trinity Chapel, Hackney. For twenty years Mr. VAUGHAN had
occupied this position, and his removal will be mourned by a large
circle of friends. He preached last Sunday morning, and on his return
home was seized with a fit, which terminated fatally in a few hours.
Mr. VAUGHAN was trained under the late Rev. J OSEPH IRONS, of
Camberwell, and took an active interest in many institutions, especially
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society."
The above is the only information we have as yet received touching
the so sudden and unexpected removal of the aforesaid servant of
God. Apart from his personal ministry, his name and service for God
and truth will always be identified with his being the so devoted and
painstaking selector of the choice and savoury pieces contained in the
Trinity J;lymn-book.
As did dear DAVID DENHAM, in his day,
contribute a lasting benefit to the Church of God by his precious
Selection, or" Saints' Melody," in like manner has Mr. V AUGHAN
left behind him a sweet and savoury rt'membrance. Reader, is not the
speedy call of this servant of God from our midst an additional
proof of the solemnity of our times, in that the Lord is taking away
His servants from the evil to come 7 Assuredly, it is a solemn feature
of the day in which we live. By reference to page 476, it will be
seen that Mr. VAUGHAN took an active part at the so recent Meeting 0
the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. How little did he, or any, imagine
THE EDITOR.
he was so near home.
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"HE DOETH ALL THINGS WELL."
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-I had a strong wish to write to you last month
and give you my sympathy on your sad bereavement, but lack of
strength, mingled with sorrow at the departure from earth of those I
loved, made me feel somewhat incapable of doing so. And now again,
after reading your "Letter to the Young," in our Parish Magazine, this
month, I am seized with a wish to do so, and pray that it may be
for God's glory, and some benefit to a few of my fellow-mortals, should
these simple remarks be thought worthy of notice.
Oh, sir, you speak of some who do not know how to occupy their
time-of the tediousness of time, &c.; and you point out to them a
true remedy-a happy remedy, nam,,!y, an interest in others. Let such be
told that the writer of this has been a confirmed invalid for nearly
forty years. That the hands that use this pen have not reached my
face or head for the space of thirty-eight years or so. That my only
mode of going about is on crutches (only a few yards at a time thus),
or a nice ride out in a Bath chair now and again in the summer
season; and yet time flies, aud I scarcely can find it long enough for
what I wish to do. Often have I to sit or lie nothing doing, because
of inability, but even then my God is with me, and He sends friend
after friend to cheer me at such times. And, more blessed still, I
sometimes hear it said that I cheer those who call upon me. " Oh
that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His won·
derful works to the children of men!"
May the Lord incline the hearts of both rich and poor to help the
helpless, for as sure as God's Word is true, so sure will they be blest
by so doing. The harvest is indeed plenteous, and may the Giver of
all good send labourers to the harvest field. Let them work while it
is called day, is the advice of one who, on looking back, has many
things to regret. Often have I "done the things that I ought not to
have done, and left undone the things which I ought to have done,"
and I still find that" there is no health in me."
"Without the blessing of the Lord,
I nothing good can do."
Respecting the aged woman you speak of, who needed knee-caps,
because of her habitual SUffering from rheumatism, I quite understand,
for my affiiction is the chronic rheumatism. But, thanks be to Almighty
God, that though unable to earn my bread, yet all my needs are well
supplied.
God cannot lie. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but
His word wnnot fail. He has spared to me kind sisters, who, though
living at a short distance from me, s~ill never forget me, but labour on
from day to day with great pleasure for their invalid sister. Add to
this the many kind friends who constantly call upon me, and then
say, "Who but a fool will say there is no God? " Lord, I would thank
Thee for all thy mercies to me !
Some nine·and-thirty years have passed
Since first my sky was overcast,
And this, perhaps, won't be the last,
My Saviour.
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A helpless piece of mortal clay,
I at Bethesda's Pool still lay ;
I'm waiting for that blessed day,
:My Saviour.
But patient waiting will not save;
I must a free salvation have,
Through Thee, the First·Fruits from the grave,
My Saviour.
I want each day to hear that Voice,
Which makes my very soul rejoice
To know and feel I am Thy choice,
_
:My Saviour.
I want each day to fear Thy Name,
Thou who to earth from heaven came,
To bear the cross, despise the shame,
My Saviour.
I sigh to feel that mighty power,
Which strengthens in each trying hourI want a Pentecostal shower,
:My Saviour.
I want to tell to all around
What joys in Thee are to be found;
With Thee all pleasures do abound,
My Saviour.
I want to speak of grace so free,
Which saved a wretch so vile as me,
To sing of blessed liberty,
:My Saviour.
And when my suffering time is o'er,
And I shall sin and weep no more,
I want to praise Thee evermOre,
My Saviour.

In conclusion, dear sir, I would ask you to accept the deep sympathy
of the chief of sinners, and beg of you to add your prayers to mine for
those I love who are out of the way. I believe, sir, you know our
dear vicar, Rev. Mr. BEDDOW, and his labour of love in this large and
poor parish 1
May the Lord bless you, is the prayer of your humble and respectfu]
friend,
CAROLINE ROBINSON (" Prisoner of hope ").
Hull, June 6th, 1892.
COMlIiENTS.

We doubt not our readers will read the foregoing with special
interest. What an affiiction is that of the writer. Oh, how clearly.
does it bespeak how little we know of the cases of others, and how
well may that very ignorance humble us in the dust before God, as
we contemplate His so gracious and forbearing mercy. How often we
pf'Tsonally exclaim, "Oh, what should we do, were we in such a
position as this, that, or the other one, whom, from time to time, we
meet, paralyzed, or crippled, or minus a limb, or contemplate upon the
bed of pain and suffering!" Ah! and how we take shame to ourselves
for our ingratitude and forgetfulness, when we remember the time
that we were personally laid aside, and envied -the labouring man,
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as we saw him go to or fro to his work, and said to ourselves, "Oh,
you happy man, you can walk! ' Would that I could; and, should
that privilege ever again be restored to me, I shall always have a
becoming sense of the mercy, and duly value it." But, alas! alas!
with that restored benefit, do I estimate it as I ought? Do I value
the privilege as it behoves me to do? Can I trust myself and my
little future in the Lord's hands, as, in the merest anticipation of
such renewed mercies, I thought I should ~ What is the answer of
conscience ~ Ab! what indeed? Let Dr. WATTS reply for us, for
we endorse his words with all our heart:
"And are we, wretches, yet alive? I 'Tis boundless, 'tis amazing love,
And do we still rebel?
,That bears us up from hell."
Oh, the patience, the forbearance, the long-suffering, the astounding goodness and mercy of our God! The longer we live, the more amazed
we are in the contemplation of what He is, and what He does!
Oh, what a revenue of praise shall redound to Jehovah, when He
shall have finally accomplished all His covenant designs concerning
His own Ohurch, and the vast company of the redeemed and glorified shall surround the throne, and unite in the grand hallelujah
song of praise and thanksgiving to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
through the blessed ages of a never· ending eternity.
THE EDITOR.
LINES
WRITTEN FOR THE TWEKTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE AGED PILGRUrS'
FRIEND ASYLUM, HOR~SEY RISE, BY F. c., AN INMATE.
YES, one-and-twenty years have
passed
.
Since Hornsey Rise became
A calm retreat for aged saints.
All glory to His name,

I WeWith
celebrate this natal day
songs of grateful praise;
And for the wonders God hath
I Glad
wrought,
E benezers raise.

Who put within His people's heart
The wish to build a Home,
Where many a weary one might rest
Till Jesus bid them come

Continue, Lord, om' Home to bless;
Thou knowest all its need:
Bless all who do its welfare seek;
Oh, bless them, Lord, indeed.

To dwell with Him, for ever free
From sorrow, pain, and fears;
There nought shall e'er distmb
their peace;
Christ wipes away all tears.

And

to each Inmate deign to
give
A very thankful heart;
For all the benefits received,
More gratitude impart.

A STRIKING' FAOT.
WHAT may well impress the heedless and inconsiderate, is presented in
a recent Number of the City Pnss. The same issue that contains particulars of two large banquets, publishes likewise the sudden deaths of
certain prominent men who were present as guests. 'What a solemn
comment upon the scriptural w?-rning, "Be ye also ready, for in such
an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh."
2 L
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.-FIFTY-SEVENTH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE CAMBERWELL ASYLUM.
THE meetings in connection with the anniversary of this Home were
of a most cheering and enthusiastic description, and the Asylum chapel
where the gatherings were held was crowded to its utmost extent in
order to accommodate the friends who once more rallied their forces
in support of this excellent Institution.
THE AFTERNOON SERVICE
was of a quiet and devotional character. A hymn having been sung,
the Rev. A. J. BAXTER, of Eastbourne, read Isaiah xl., in the course of
which he took occasion to remark on the wonderful majesty of God
as displayed both in the works of nature and of grace. Commenting
on verse twenty-four, "Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall
not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and
he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble," Mr. BAXTER remarked, that all
God's people must pray that, at the coming General Election, the
enemies of the Lord should be defeated, that the Jesuits should be
rooted out as stubble of the earth, and that Protestantism should rest
under the shadow of that protection it was the duty of the State to
afford it.
PRAYER.
In leading his congregation to the throne of grace, Mr. BAXTER
earnestly pleaded that He who was the Everlasting God, who fainted
not, neither was weary, would strengthen all present by His grace.
That He whose compassions failed not, would lead them to know with
all saints the length, depth, breadth, and height of the riches laid up
for them in Christ Jesus. They were there that afternoon to thank
their Heavenly Father for another opportunity of waiting in the courts
of the Lord's house. Might the things of time and sense recede, and
the things of heaven draw near. Once more they realized what God's
Word declared, that, in waiting upon Jehovah, their strength was
renewed, and that His people were not brought into any circumstances
where His grace and providence could not find them. Once again
they joined in praising and thanking God the Father that it
had pleased Him that in Christ should all fulness dwell; that, in
His infinite love, He had made with them an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things and sure. Again He pleaded that the Holy
Spirit would so speak to their hearts, that all doubt, all fear should
be removed-thll,t each waiting soul might be blessed with a deep
sense of the Divine presence; for though frames and feelings had
nought to do with the salvation of their souls, they had much to do
with their spiritual comfort and consolation. Many of God's chosen
were passing through a fiery trial-sorrow and sadness edged them in,
so that they had no power to stretch their wings and mount beyond
the things of time; but their God had declared that His Spirit should
descend refreshingly upon them, and that they should each be brought
to know that God supplied all their need, and that in His own good
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time all should be revealed unto them-their fears should be removed,
and, the Sun of Righteousness arising in their hearts with healing in
His wings, the mist and darkness would flee away. Might they be
made free from the law of sin and death. Might the Holy Spirit bear
witness with their spirits that they were indeed the children of God.
Might each soul there present be refreshed with large draughts of
everlasting love, which their covenant-kee-ping God was willing to grant
to those ready to perish. In conclusion, he pleaded for the Church
of Christ throughout the world. They were living in solemn times,
when truth had fallen in the streets, and equity was scarcely known;
therefore he prayed that Almighty God would send forth His Spirit
upon the Churches, that her ministers might be blessed with unction
and power from above, so that they should prove acceptable to the
brethren, and that one and all might realize the presence of their
Master. They would also thank their Everlasting Father for having
provided so good a shelter for the poor pilgrims in their latter years.
There they might realize the truth of God's promises, even though
they were fulfilled by human agency. And now might that occasion
be one of the days of the Son of Man. Might the people praise their
God, yea, might all the people praise Him: and every blessing was
asked in the name of Christ; to whom, with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, be ascribed all glory and honour, now and for evermore.
Amen.
THE SElillo:-<.
Taking his text from Psalm lxxxix. 2, "For I have said, Mercy
shall be built up for ever: Thy faithfulness shalt Thou establish in
the very heavens," Mr. EAXTER, in a forcible manner, brought before
his hearers the majesty and truth underlying the, "I have said," quoted
in the Psalm. At first, like many other expressions in Holy Writ, the
meaning of the writer of this particular sentence seemed a little perplexing. If only the Psalmist was speaking here, they might indeed
wonder to what he was referring, but when they remembered that the
words were divinely inspired, and that Christ frequently took up
various sentences in the Psalms as having direct reference to Himself,
they would understand that, getting away from the Psalmist's personal
experience, the utterance was one of divine inspiration, and that the
author of it understood that God had established an everlasting covenant with His chosen that nothing should have power to alter. No
Arminian could make use of these words with truth, for if at one
time sure of mercy, at another he might do something to forfeit the
same, and then what became of the idea that the faithfulness of God
was established in the very heavens 1 The Holy Ghost, in dealing with
this wonderful subject, carried them away from the things of time and
sense, and led them to know that they had to do with an unchanging
God, who, in all His dealings, both in providence and grace, completed
and perfected each design to which He set His hand. This, to His
people, should be a soul-animating, a soul-cheering thought; for if led
by grace to trust Him in the past, they must believe that none of the
evils attending human nature-that no power of the devils, or any circumstances under which they might be brought-could pluck them from
His keeping. In the text, they had the idea of a building brought
2
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before their notice, and of Ohrist as the Redeemer of His people. In
another portion of God's Word, they had a type given them of Ohr-ist
singing the Father's praise among the brethren. Yes, Ohrist must lead
the choir' of His Ohurch, and, unless the first note of praise was struck
by Himself, how could they hope to join in the song ~ Yea, he must
come into their very hearts. "Ohrist in you the hope of glory," must
be their theme, and not until this was the case would they be able to
do what they were frequently urged to attempt by Arminian teachers,
in the way of casting all their cares upon the Lord or of trusting Him.
Ah, no! for not until His Arm was extended to raise them up, could
they be uplifted, for they had no more power to rise above the frailty
of their nature than water had to rise beyond its own level. They
could no more look up to their God with joy and praise, than the
Israelites could sing one of the Lord's songs in a strange land, when
tauntingly asked to do so by their enemies.
In the text selected they had a picture of the great Head of the
Ohurch, gazing on the salvation of His own Ohurch and people,
exclaiming, "Mercy shall be built up for ever." Here, Ohrist, as it
were, looked at the obligation imposed upon Himself in His work of
redemption, and surveying~ the Ohurch that was to be raised up out of
the ruins of fallen humanity. He saw His people rescued from all
sin, and redeemed at length from the power of the grave, lifted up to
the very courts of heaven. In this work of building up, God Himself
must be the Builder; and as of old He had brought His people Israel
out from the house of bondage, so now He would bring Hi~ Ohurch
through all opposing elements until she was brought into His own
presence.
Ah! how sweet, continued the preacher, was this blessed assurance of
Jehovah's everlasting covenant to all His blood-bought family. "Hath
He spoken, and shall it not be done?" was indeed the language of
their hearts, in looking at His mercies in the past, and His promises
for the future, although there were dark seasons in the experience
of most, when there was but small realization of God's wondrous love.
No doubt they had read the incident respecting that man of God,
JOHN BUNYAN, who upon one occasion, after reading the third chapter
of Mark, describing how Ohrist bade the sick, the lame, and the
blind come unto Him, exclaimed, "Ah, that He would bid me also
come unto Him!" And this was the desire of every child of God, and
when that desire was graciously fulfilled, His love was found to be
most sweet. Yea, when a poor soul had been long wading through
sorrow and silence, and the Sun of Righteousness at length broke
through the darkness, there was light, peace, and gladness indeed.
When He declared, "Mercy shall be built up for ever," He took into
account all the conditions of heart and mind through which His people
would be called to pass, for all- was known to Him. He that came
down from heaven to do the will of Him that sent Him, came that
they might ,be blessed with the gifts of mercy and of grace. They
could not have one without the other, for the mercy of God comprehended all the scheme of grace that concerned the Father's electing
love in His dealings with His children, until they were brought at
length to the right hand of the Father.
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Carrying out this idea of a building, God's Word declares, "Ye also, as
lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer
up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ." In this work of
building, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost
were all engaged. The building was raised by the Father, and built
up on God the Son. "On this Rock," said Christ, "I build My
Church," and He was certainly speaking of Himself, and not of Peter,
as the Romanists erroneously imagined. Thus the Church was raised
on a good foundation, and of Him (God the Father) it was written,
"Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner stone, elect, precious; and he
that believeth in Him shall not be confounded." They, as dead stones,
were dug by God the Father out of nature's quarry; built up on
Christ the Son, who in His own blessed Person had fulfilled all the
law's requirements, so that in Him they gained more than had been
lost in Adam; for Adam's was a perfection that could be lost, but that
of Christ never.
Then the third point to be considered in this building of mercy,
was the work of God the Holy Spirit; for without His aid, the
building would never be brought to perfection. In this scheme of
man's redemption, they could thus see a wondrous harmony displayed
throughout. For it was not as some would have it, God the Father
loving everyone, Christ dying for all, and then the' Holy Ghost
allowing the devil to rob Christ of those for whom He had died.
No, the stones dug from the quarry of nature were marked by the
Holy Spirit. Sometimes they might have observed, that when a building was in course of erection, the stones were carried to the site,
and each marked for the place it was eventually to occupy in the
structure. So with God's building, He would have nothing imperfect,
. nothing out of -place. He (the .speaker) was no believer in degrees
of glory, or that some would be nearer- the throne than others. He
generally noticed that this doctrine was held by those -who fancied
they, by their efforts, were entitled to some extra reward, some higher
place than the rest. He did believe, however, that all God's children
were marked by the Holy Spirit, and that each, in God's time, was
. taken from nature's quarry to become living stones in His temple.
They might have seen the work of blasting carried .on, and if so,
they would know that it required a terrible blast to dislodge some of
the stones from the quarry; and so with God's people, some of them
needed a great shock, a terrible blast, before they could be maue fit for
the temple of God. To this class belonged a SAUL of Tarsus, J OSEPH
HART, WILLllU[ HUNTINGTON, WILLIAM GADSBY, and many others.
'What he generally noticed was, that the souls that went through the
greatest shaking became, in the end, most useful to others; and he
himself had, in the past, gone through eighteen months of such
spiritual darkness that, when at length the Lord appeared unto him,
he seemed as one taken from the depths of hell. Yes, their God had
sometimes to reach down to the very lowest depths to bring up the
stones for His temple.
They had no part in their own salvation. To Christ belonged all
the glory, and to Him should be all the praise. When he exclaimed,
"I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever," God'e greatest attribute
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was set forth, for mercy was His crowning work, and to complete it
God had not withheld His only Son; therefore, might they not conclude
that He who had given them Christ, would with Him freely give
them all things 1 so that they might exclaim with the poet"Great God of wonders, all Thy ways
Are matchless, godlike, and divine;
But the fair glories of Thy grace
More godlike and unrivalled shine.
Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
Or who has grace so rich and free?
"Such dire offences to forgive,
Such guilty, daring worms to spare;
This is Thy grand prerogative,
And in the honoill' none shall share.
Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
Or who has grace so rich and u'ee?

Yes, that was indeed God's crowning work, and He was engaged to
bring all His people safely through the wilderness of this world into
the place He had Himself prepared for them, for the work of mercy
which was being built up, embraced all they needed, both for time
and eternity.
THE PUBLIC MEETING.
Long before the time of commencement, the Asylum Chapel was
thronged in every part, many friends being glad to find accommodation
on the staircase.
The chair was occupied by Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, who was
supported by the Rev. J. B. MYLIUS, M.A., Vicar of All Saints, Hatcham ;
the Rev. A. J. BAXTER; the Rev. T. BRADBURY; the Rev. O. S.
DOLBEY ; Mr. W. J. PARKS; :Mr. S. SR.oI.RP; M1". G. F. GRAY; Mr.
T. GREEN; Mr. T. CARR ; Mr. G. DOUD:\EY; and Mr. J. E. HAZELTON,
Secretary. After prayer and praise, the Secretary read extracts from
the annual report, dealing more particularly with the Camberwell
Asylum. The fifty-seventh year of the existence of this Institution, it
stated, had been marked bv the death of its oldest friend, Mr.
W. JACKSON, who entered into the joy of his Lord on May 30th, at
the age of seventy-two. By order of the local authorities, continued
the report, the Committee have had to carry out new sanitary works,
involving an outlay of £133, and causing a deficiency in the Sustentation Fund, which they are anxious to clear off. Forty-two of the
pensioners dwelt under the roof of this Asylum, and, since its erection,
nearly four hundred of its inmates had passed into the King's presence,
so that it had been nine times emptied and refilled. Here, the report
continued, as in other Homes, each inmate is provided with a room
and small pantry attached, and with coals, medical attendance, and
other comforts. Services are held in the Asylum Chapel three
times weekly, and, though all who are able attend their own places
of worship, the means of grace under their own roof is highly valued,
especially by those who, through age and infirmity, can but seldom
leave the building. In conclusion, it was pointed out that many of the
seed royal, who would otherwise probably have closed their journey
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in dreary, and, it may be, unhealthy lodgings, with few around them
to,. minister to their needs, find the Aged Pilgrims' Asylum to be
homes, of blessing,
The Chairman, Mr, W. H. COLLINGRIDGE, then followed with an address,
in which he touched on the method of the work being done, and the means
by which it was carried out; at the same time declaring somewhat
humourously, that he never made a speech when it was possible to get
others to make it for him. Therefore his remarks would be very brief,
thus carrying out the advice of a friend, who, upon learning that he was
to take the chair on that occasion, remarked, "Well, whatever you
say, be very brief," thinking probably that speech-making was not his
forte. However, be that as it might, he regarded it as an especial
honour to occupy the chair upon the occasion of the fifty-seventh
anniversary of that Asylum. (Cheers.) Mr. COLLINGRIDGE then mentioned that the Asylum was instituted in 1835, and that since its erection
nearly four hundred of its inmates had departed this life, so that it had
been nine times emptied and refilled. At the present moment, as many
as forty-two pensioners dwelt within its walls, and it was of interest to
note that the oldest inmate was ninety-one years of age, and the
youngest sixty-six. Regarding the funds of the Asylum, he mentioned
that, owing to expenditure on sanitary work, there was a deficit of
£113 19s. 9d. in connection with the Maintenance Fund. Other
branches included the Benevolent Fund, for sick and infirm inmates, and
the Coal Fund, for the distribution of fueL At the present moment there
were no fewer than 1,216 pensioners on the Society's books, while a sum
of £7,800 per annum was expended in pensions alone. This was indeed a
matter for thanksgiving to Almighty God. It was a grand thing to provide such a shelter for the poor and aged in their declining years. One
feature of the work in particular, continued the chairman, r.ommended itself
to his regard, and it was this; the Asylum existed for the benefit of God's
people, and its management was conducted by God's people also. Another
item in the report afforded him particular satisfaction, and that was the
statement that the inmates of the Asylum were visited from time to time
by ladies who took an interest in their welfare, and who, in many ways,
added to their comfort. In his opinion, aged people particularly stood
in great need of help and sympathy. When persons arrived at the age of
sixty, they had wants and wishes quite unknown to their more youthful friends. He was very glad to hear that the supporters of the
Asylum took sufficient interest in its management and welfare to visit
the inmates. At the Annual Festival of the Printers' Pension, Almshouse, and Orphan Corporation, the Chairman, Mr. LITTLER, Q.C.,
C.B., &c., rendered good service by advising all friends and subscribers
to go and see the place and the people there. Mr. COLLINGRIDGE, who
spoke from a lengthened experience as Local Visitor to the Printers'
Almshouses at Wood Green, of which Institution Dr. DOUDNEY is
the honorary chaplain, said that to visit the inmates of an Asylum
frequently produced beneficial results, both to the inmates and the
visitors themselves. He was glad to note, that the sanitary authorities had touched them up, as no doubt the improvements they
had effected would very greatly conduce to improve the health and
comfort of the inmates. This, however, had entailed a certain amount
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of expenditure, and he would therefore say to those present, "Do
all you can to help the friends of this Institution, and what you do,
do quickly, remembering, that 'the night cometh, when no man can
'Work.' " In conclusion, the - chairman read' the following letter from
the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY:MR. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE.
My DEAR FRIEND,-In spite of the great pressure which I know
you labour under, in connection with your numerous engagements, I
was pleased and grateful when I -heard you had consented to preside
at the forthcoming meeting of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. I
have long regarded it as an institution signally favoured of God-! It
has so special a regard for those of whom it is testified, "Whoso
toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye." If their pathway
through this vale of tears, and amid all the numberless dangers,
besetments, and. conflicting circumstances of the wilderness, have so
enlisted His guardianship and care, think you not that He must have
as it were an additional interest in the closing up of their varied
eventful careers ~ The very name of the Society is most suggestiveAGED PILGRIMS! "Strangers and pilgrims," through a waste and
weary wilderness, and 'each and all arrived at a good old age-the
very fact proving Divine guidance, guardianship, faithfulness, and allsufficiency! A gracious fulfilment of that precious covenant pledge,
"And even to your old age I am He, and even to hoar hairs will
I carry you! I have made,' and I will bear; even I will carry and
will deliver you."
Oh, I do rejoice, in these loose, sceptical, criticizing, and God-andtruth-despising days, to contemplate the unanswerable proofs and
evidences of our God being what His own Word declares Him to be
-yea, and what some of us, poor old worn-and-weary ones, have,
through our long lives, proved Him to be-the "God of the whole
earth," "mighty -to save," blessed be His great and ever-adorable
Name!
I was struck, this forenoon, by the remark of an old clergyman
whom I occasionally meet, and who is generally attended by a niece,
because he suffers from attacks of -giddiness. He is in or about his
eighty-fourth or fifth year. Said he, as he stepped into the tram,
"They are afraid to trust me; they gave me two pence, and I think
_I have lost them." "Well," thought I, "if they are afraid to trust
you, I am afraid to trust myself/ and hence I wish, day -by day, and
moment by moment, to place myself, and to leave myself, in the
Lord's hands; for I have neither wisdom, strength, nor courage of
my own."
Now, dear friend, may we not well apply this thought to the many
aged ones connected with this honourable and Christ-exalting Society ~
Oh, how many that are succoured and nourished by it, who are
realizing their faintness-their feebleness-the utter failure of heart
and flesh, and correspondingly realizing their ceaseless and uninterrupted need of that help that the Lord alone can give in fulfilment
of His sweet Word, "My grace is sufficient for thee; My strength is
made perfect in weakness."
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I consider the leading feature in the Aged Pilgrims'Friend Society
to be the numberless examples' of the Lord's own dear people being
brought, in the evening of their days, to 1"est in and repose upon Himself,
after all the turmoil and trav;ail of life. If I were called upc;m to
suggest a motto for the Society, it would be Jacob's, "I have u'aited for
Thy salvation, 0 L01'd," and Simeon's," Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word: for mine eyes have seen Thy
salvation;" and then I would encircle the two-fold motto with, "Jesus
Ch1'ist, the same yeste1'day, and. to-day, and for ever j" "Having loved His
own which weTe in the world, He loved them unto the end."
Under present circumstances, and when the old paths are so forsaken
and newfangled ideas so prevalent, I know of no more useful and
practical service being engaged in than going from room' to room in
the Society's Asylums, and listening to the various testimonies of the
different inmates as to Divine condescension, love, mercy, faithfulness,
and all-sufficiency. How I should rejoice if some dear young Christians
would undertake such service for God and truth, and furnish me with
the material thus obtained, that I might publish the same, to the praise
of the glory of His grace, and as a practical set-off against the godless
quibbling of the age in which we live. Would that I could personally
undertake such a blessed commission, and listen for myself to such
testimonies as, for example, dear Dr. HAWKER: "I seem," said he,
just towards the close of his eventful career, "to see the angels upon
the battlements of heaven, beckoning me home!" "I'm like a parcel
packed and labelled, and waiting upon the platform of the station, to
be picked up and sent forward," said the late Mr. SMITH, of Cheltenham. " I'm booted and spurred, and all ready to go," said my
honoured predecessor, the late WALTER Row, for nearly forty-four
years Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I have not a doubt that a
visitor to the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society's Institution would be
furnished with abundance of similar testimonies for God and truth.
I would just add, my dear friend, that, did strength permit, it would
afford me a pleasure and a satisfaction .1 can by no means express,
could I but be personally· with you upon the forthcoming occasion. I
should delight to meet and greet the dear brethren once more, although
it be a vale of tears! In my inability to gratify this wisb, I will
seek to cherish the grateful thought that"Yet a season and we know
Happy entrance shall be given;
All our sorrows left below,
And earth exchanged for heaven."
"There shall we see His face,
And never, never sin;
There, from the rivers of' His grace,
Drink endless pleasures in."
. Affectionately yours,
Southsea, June 13th, 1892.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
The Rev. J. B. MYLIUS declared that his interest in the Society had
been first aroused when acting as curate to the Rev. W. LANCELOT
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HOLLAND, and he considered it one worthy, in every way, of help and
support. Although a young man, he had always had a great deal to
do with those more advanced in life; for his father, a country clergyman, had, when he was quite a boy, evinced special regard for his
aged parishioners. In his opinion, it was better to rally round olu
and tried societies than to start a number of fresh ones. Regarding
its name, "Aged Pilgrims," it was scarcely necessary for him to remind
them that God in His Holy Word had laid great stress on the
reverence and honour due to old age. They were commanded to
rise before the hoary head, and the curse on the house of Eli was that no
old man should represent it; therefore they were but carrying out a
Scriptural doctrine in thus caring for the aged. Then, as to the word
" Pilgrims." Well, they all knew a pilgrim was a sojourner in a strange
land. He was one taking a journey to another place; and he trusted that
all in that Institution belonged to that "happy band of pilgrims" who
were travelling to the heavenly country, and that as all God's people,
young and old, were united in one common family tie to their Head
Christ Jesus, it was plainly incumbent on those who were able to provide
for their poorer brethren, seeing how close a relationship existed between
them. Yes, they were born into one family, and travelling to one
country, where he trusted they would one day rest with the Captain of
their salvation, and with those other aged pilgrims, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.
The Rev. A. J. BAXTER, minister of the Independent Church at
Eastbourne, followed with an address, in the course of which he
remarked that a parallel might be traced in God's dealings with His
children in providence and grace. In fact, their whole life was bound
together by these golden links, and they who imagined that God worked
one way in providence and another in grace, made a very great mistake. Looking back at the past, many of them would doubtless see in what
a truly wonderful manner this had been the case with them. By grace
they had been brought to a sa'ing knowledge of the truth, while God
in His providence had cared, provided for, and graciously met all their
needs. God's people being led from Egypt, by way of the Red Sea,
through the wilderness, shadowed forth the marvellous manner in
which J ehovah still dealt with His chosen. Quite as wondrous as the
miracles displayed of old were some of His dealings with them, con-·
straining them to exclaim, "What wonders hath He wrought! " For
over thirty years, added the speaker, he had taken a deep interest in
the work of that Society, approving, as he did, most entirely the lines
on which it moved; and surely it was a great privilege for God's aged
ones to rest in such a shelter in their declining years, where they
might await their call to the presence of their Lord.
The Rev. O. S. DOLBEY, minister of the Surrey Tabernacle, Walworth,
gave an address based on the words of Psalm lxxviii. 19, 20, showing
that the question here asked, "Can God furnish a table in the wilderness 7" and another, c" Can He give bread also 7' can He provide for
His people 7" had been most abundantly answered. The experience
of all Christians, the united testimony of the ages, had given a most
emphatic Yes to the question here put forth. Surely many there had
proved again and again, that not one of God's gracious promises had
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h!therto failed them. He who had provided for the taking away of their
SIDS, by sending his Son to die the just for the unjust, had taken
into account also the temporal needs of each of His children.
The Rev. T. BRADBURY, minister of Grove Ohapel, Oamberwell, dealt
at some length on the subject of sympathy. This he declared, was
indeed a blessed and precious theme, and the work of that Society
was based on truly sympathetic principles. The want of sympathy
he had heard described as the lack of the present century. In Christ
Jesus, however, all the children of God might be sure of one Friend,
ready to sympathize with them at all times. Whatever condition of
poverty or sorrow they might have to encounter, whatever desolation
of soul might fall to their portion, they could rest in the assurance
that it was all known unto their covenant-keeping God, who had
undertaken to care, comfort, keep, and bless them, both here and to
all eternity; therefore, with the eye of faith, they could already look
beyond the difficulties and trials of the present, to when they should
rest for ever in their Father's house above. In conclusion, he would
add, might the aged pilgrims of that Institution never lack either
comfort or sympathy, but might they in all seasons prove God's
promises to be Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus.
Mr. W. J. PARKS, in rising to move a vote of thanks to the Chairman, coupled with his name that of the Rev. Dr. DOUDNEY, whose
long letter, he felt, must have been much appreciated by all present.
Mr. T. GREEK, in seconding the motion, said he did so with the
utmost possible pleasure. In his opinion the meeting altogether had
been a very great success, while Dr. DOUDNEY'S beautiful letter had
made him feel that he must request the Chairman to let him copy
it, in order that he might frequently read it. The motion having
been unanimously adopted, the Chairman briefly thanked all present
for the very warm welcome they had accorded him that night. He
especially thanked their indefatigable Secretary for affording him that
opportunity, as he had indeed proved it good to be there. The proceedings then terminated with the Benediction, pronounced by the
Rev. T. BRADBURY.
THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE.
How libellous is the charge that the holders and preachers of the
doctrines of grace are callous and indifferent as to their reception and
effects, in regard to their hearers. I have just received a letter
a.nnouncing the death of a schoolmaster who was engaged with me
in my parish work for upwards of twenty years, and the Lord alone
knows my deep concern, and the searching of heart of which I have
been the subject, as to his eternal state. How I have asked myself
the question, "Did I deal faithfully with him, in regard to the
truth 1 Am I clear of his blood 1 Did I hold out the least ground
for hope of salvation, upon the footing of creature-doings 1" I trust
I can conscientiously answer in the negative. During the greater part
of the time he was with me, he was frequently attacked with epilep,sy.
He would be seized of a sudden-it might be in the street, at
home, or elsewhere, and that by night as well as by day.- He had
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one of these seizures when lying by the side of his wife, on what
proved, a few hours afterwards, to be her death-bed. Under these
attacks .he would remain sometimes for hours, and the marvel
'was, considering where he fell and occasionally b.ruised himself,
that. he did not do himself some fatal injury. Hence I was kept in
perpetual suspense and anxiety about him. He was a general favourite
-an excellent disciplinarian-and a most efficient and successful schoolmaster. eut the somewhat sudden loss of his wife (who was an
. excellent manager and capital housekeeper, as well as. a most devoted
and loving companion) proved to be most disastrous, as far as his life
and interests were concerned. He was never the same, after his
bereavement.
Although I never saw him the worse for anything he had
taken, yet his occasional absence from school, and the statements of
others, led to the suspicion of intemperance upon his part. I had
conversations with him, from time to time, upon the subject, but
could bring nothing hOI;Ile to him, in this respect. The epileptic
attacks, of which I have spoken, seemed to account for irregularities;
'and, as I have said, kept me in a state of ceaseless anxiety, and
constant concern abot).t him. This feeling possessed me to such an
extent, that I went so far as to say to him, "Unless there is an
alteration, you must leave, or I shall." I could not endure the. idea
of dismissing him after such lengthened and successful services, for
-the result of the annual inspection and examination was always
satisfactory. Such was the discipline of th~ school, that the military
instructor told me he had no class of boy.s so apt as ours; and, in
proof of his interest in the school, the Master was asked to take a boy
of some eight or nine years of age, who had, through an accident, to
undergo the loss of both his arms, at the shoulder joint. This boy
had been refused admission to the Board School, on account of his
maimed and crippled condition. In answer to the earnest request of
a lady, who was interested in the poor boy and his _family, the
Master admitted him to the school; and that boy passed in all the
three subjects at the annual examination. His mouth answered the
place of his hands, for holding pen and pencil. Such a fact goes to prove
the character and painstaking of the schoolmaster, of whose death I
have been apprized this morning by his only surviving young son
:md daughter, as will be seen by the annexed letter. Poor children!
I do feel deeply for them. The death of their poor mother was an
incalculable loss to them. May the Lord, of His great mercy, grant
them' to realize the blessedness of His Word, "Leave thy fatherless
children; I will preserve them alive"; and again, "He is a Father
to the fatherless."
In addition to what I have stated, on behalf of both the departed,
their co· operation with the teachers of the Sunday School-those
schools being carried on under the same roof as the Day Schools-was
such as' to produce and perpetuate the most kindly feeling between
the two parties. Those who know anything practically of parish work
are aware how desirable this state of things is. Much confusion and
sad ill-feeling often exists for want of this harmony between the
superintendents and the teachers of the Sunday and the Day Schools.
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Here is the letter before alluded to : Totterdown, B1'istol, May 11th,1892.
REVEREND SIR,-Knowing that you have always been a kind dear
friend to my father, and have taken great interest in his past life, therefore we feel it OID' painful duty to inform you of his death. He was
taken ill Sunday evening, and passed away Tuesday afternoon, 2.20.
We are very sorry that he did not write you before this sad event,*
but we are SID'e that you will forget all the errors that he may have
committed, and only think of what was good in him. You will give us,
his two children, YOUI' sympathy and prayers, and we shall give you our
grateful thanks.
.
Rev. sir, trusting you are better in health, we remain, your dutiful,
servants,
WILLIE AND EDITH SHEARS.
REV. D. A. DOUDNEY.
P.S.-Our grandmother SHEARS passed away January 20th, 1892.

IN THE NIGHT.
OH come, dear Lord, unveil Thy
face,
And cheer my fainting heart;
Once more display Thy boundless
grace,
And bid these clouds depart.

How strange, how wondrous was Thy
love,
For those who loved Thee not,
Which brought Thee down from
heaven above,
To this polluted spot,

The gloomy night obscured may
be
With restless doubts and feaI's;
But when Thy loving smile I see,
How bright the morn appears!

(Where shame and death aWilited
Thee,
For sins-but not Thine own),
To set poor slaves of Satan free,
And raise them to a throne!

No wakeful'hours distress me then,
Nor gathering clouds of dread;
The powers of hell are powerless
when
Thy presence guards my bed.

Who gave a crown of life divine,
More costly far than gold;
And wrought the robe in which I
shine,
Whose worth can ne'er be told.

Dear Lord, where could I find a friend
So faithful, just, and true P
Whose hand shall every mercy send,
And guide me safely through.
Scarbol'ough.

Thy grace and truth have been to me
A refuge from despair;
And, when I reach my home, shall be
My joy and triumph there.
W. S. ROBIKSON.

Turn is like a creditor, who allows an ample space to make up
accounts, but is inexorable at last. Time is like a verb that can only
be used in the present tense. Time well employed gives that health
and vigour to the soul which rest and retirement afford to the body.
Time never sits heavily upon us, but when it is badly employed.
Time is a grateful friend; use it well, and it never fails to make a
suitable return.
.. This refers to the last letter we wrote the deceased, to which we received no
reply.-En.
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OUR OLD AND MUCH-LOVED FRIEND, MR. J. H.
BOOBBYER.
IT is with gratitude we acknowledge the receipt of a letter, under date
June 10th, from the loved and devoted partner of the above, who is
one of our oldest and kindest of friends. Speaking of her loved
husband, Mrs. BOOBBYER says:"He has been very, very ill, and, for the three past months, confined to his room. Several of the more serious symptoms have now
passed away. God has indeed wrought wonderfully for him, as He
would tell you, could he see you, ascribing all the glory to His name and
power; but he is still very weak and weary. He asks me to' write
the following few words, dictated by himself:
" 'I thank you much for your kind letters, the contents of which I
much enjoyed. It seems that the Lord is most marvellously removing
the disease of dropsy from my body and legs, to the astonishment of
the doctors and others, proving thn.t He still reigns, and has all power
over diseases, as well as men, for I scarcely dared to plead for the
removal of what God had seen fit to afflict me with. In great mercy
to my poor body, He has so far blessed the means by taking down
the swelling. I do not forget you, but, whenever I think of God's
dear people, you are one who is borne upon my heart at a throne
of grace. I beg for you every blessing the Lord can bestow, whilst
finishing your course in this vale of tears.'"
Whilst most deeply sympathizing with our dear friend and brother,
in his so long and sorely-trying affliction, we cannot but express our
gratitude for his personal remembrance of us, at the mercy-seat.
Indeed, we need such remembrances, for few can imagine the deep
exercises to which, from time to time, we are subjected. In past
years, the pouring out of the heart before God, in the pulpit,
afforded the greatest possible relief, inasmuch as that was the mode
by which the tried and the tempted members of the mystic body were
ministered to. Now, that relief is stopped. We have no such pulpit
and face-to-face communion. Hence the exercises are more pent up and
confined to ourselves; and therefore we deeply mourn over the absence
of the then and there drawing forth of those divine secrets and
sympathies, the which only the Lord's spiritually-taught and divinelyquickened ones can understand. It is only the nursing mother can
comprehend the special cleavings and the lovely influence of the
sucking babe. The breasts of Zion, as drawn upon by those who
have "tasted that the Lord is gracious," are attended with supernatural sensations, only felt by those who likewise practically understand the language, "My bowels are troubled for him." Ah! these
are secrets known only to the Lord's Spirit-taught ones, and are as
distinct from the nominal knowledge of mere professors of the letter of
truth as light is from darkness.
Whilst, however, we thus briefly touch upon our 'exercises, and what
it is to undergo the loss of the ministry, we would not, by any means,
overlook or be indifferent to the great privilege still vouchsafed to us of
the use of the pen. We at times fear we do not sufficiently value
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this so great mercy, at our advanced age. Most earnestly do we desire
and ardently pray that it may please the Lord not to withdraw this
so sacred a boon from us, for what we should do without it, He, and
He alone, knows. It seems the only solace-the only real comfort and
satisfaction-left. Hence we tremble at the idea of being in any way
so affected and afflicted as no longer to be able to write, for in so
doing is our great comfort and enjoyment.
Once more, turning to the letter of our dear friend, Mrs. BOOBBYER,
she adds"I cannot tell you what I have passed through during the last
three months. Words would fail to express even a part of it."
This state of feeling we can quite understand. In fact, our
lengthened parochial experience, as well as our personal solicitude in
regard to family afflictions and bereavements, leave us in a degree of
perplexity as to who are really the greatest sufferers-those who are
the more immediately afllicted, or the attendant sympathizers ~ Of
this, however, we may be quite certain, namely, that both the one and
the other need that Divine support and consolation which the Lord,
and the Lord alone, can give.
Southsea, June 13th, 1892.
THE EDITOR.

POINTED PRAOTICAL QU ERIE8.
1. vV AS there not a time when the chief teachers of his Ohurch, from

the Pope down to the parish priest, taught that it was the duty of
the faithful to persecute and to kill heretics 1
2. Was such teaching right or wrong in itself in God's sight 1
3. If any person had then found out the duty of toleration, would
it not have been solely by the exercise of his own private judgment
in opposition to the guide~ of his Ohurch ~
4. Were such as then taught toleration under those circumstances
right or wrong in God's sight ~
5. Is not the duty of toleration, as now owned by many Romanists
since the Reformation, a great change arising entirely from the exercise
of private judgment ~
6. Have the Popes and Oouncils of the Romish Ohurch ever declared
or taught that persecuting or killing heretics is not a duty, or that it
is wrong in God's sight, and that toleration is a duty ~
7. Were the Popes and Oouncils and Bishops of that Ohurch and
its Oanon Law, which for so many centuries taught the persecution of
heretics, right or wrong in God's sight in so doing ~ If right, why is
not the same done now ~ If wrong, what becomes of the infallible
guidance of which they boast t
8. Is the practice of burning men for heresy, or for being Protestants, under all circumstances a wrong prac tice ~
9. Was not the Act of Parliament, "Of Burning Heretics," passed in
the year 1400 by a Roman Oatholic King (Edward IV.) and a Roman
Oatholic Parliament 1 Was it opposed by the Roman Oatholic Bishops
of that day 1 Was it a righteous or a wicked Act 1 Was it not
repealed by a Protestant in 1677 ~
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10. Was Henry VIII. born and trained as a Roman Catholic 1 Did
he not die one ~
11. Would not the moral character of Henry VIII. bear advantageous
comparison with that of many" Infallible" Popes, such as Alexander VI.,
Julins n., Leo X., all Popes of Henry's own period 1
12. Were not the persecuting tendencies of some of the Reformers
due to the early prejudices of their Roman Catholic education, which
even the light of Protestant truth did not entirely eradicate 1
C. H. DAVIS.
PETITION FOR CONVENT INQUIRY.

To the Edito'l' of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-Many of your readers will be anxious to know about the Petition
as above, which was so willingly signed by so many people early in the
present year.
I am pleased to be able to inform them that it was
presented before the House of Commons, on Monday, May 23rd, by
Colonel SANDYS and Mr. JOHNSTON. Mention was made of this in all
the London newspapers the following day, the Daily Telegraph stating
as follows : "In the House of' Commons, on Monday, Colonel SANDYS presented
two Petitions-one signed by 138,395 persons, and the other by 101,403
persons; one being from the Protestant Alliance and their friends, and
the other from Loyal Protestants and others, praying for the appointment" of a Commission to inquire into the condition of conventual and
monastic establishments in the United Kingdom. The Petitions, which
were exceedingly bulky, had been previously rolled up the floor of the
House by the attendants, and their prayer was read by the clerk at the
table on the motion of Colonel SA.,.,DYS. Mr. JOH...'STOX presented a
similar Petition from the women of the l7nited li-ingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland."
May this effort be but the beginning of a movement which shall,
by the blessing of God, be finally crowned with gr-and snccess, either
in the opening of, or in the entire destruction of these abodes of
darkness and wickedness and may we, as Englishmen, never rest
satisfied until justice is done to the poor imprisoned nun, who cannot
lay her sorrows and complaints before the public, as even a convict is
able to do.
Let everyone mention this matter well at the next General Election,
and sound out the number of signatures well before the Candidates,
urging them to give attention to this important matter.
The number of signatures obtained in all was over 350,000.
Chiswick, W., June 11th, 1892.
E. FROl\lOW.
THE people of God possess, in common, one family likeness, not
natural, but imparted, which is holiness to the Lord.
THE spirit of a redeemed one can hardly hate a redeemed one, or
be bitter against them. Christ in one saint cannot be cruel to Christ
in another saint.-Rutherford.
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