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A STANDING AND SCRIPTURAL MOTTO OF OUR
FAMILY MAGAZINE.
" Comfm't ye, comfort ye My people, saith your God."-IsAIAH xl. 1.
THEN God hath a people, for He saith so.
Yes, a people who
were His by divine choice, before the foundation of the world,
for He saith so: "I have loved thee witl~ an everlasting love." A
people whom He will draw out of an ungodly world with tears
of penitence to the feet of Jesus, for He saith so: "Therefore"
(because they are loved)-" therefore have I drawn thee." A
people whom He will f'lUstain and support throughout their life
pilgrimage, for He saW~ so: "He will keep the feet of His
saints." " My sheep hear My voice; I give unto them eternal life,
and they shall never perish." A people whom He will bring
finally home to glory, for He saith so: "Father, I will that
they whom Thou hast given Me be with Me, that they may
behold My glory." This, then, is sufficient for us at all times
and under all circumstances, My God suith 80 / and we need not,
under such a .faith's standing, care for either the opinions or
the opposition of men. "Comfort ye, comfort ye My people,
saith your God."
But how loving and gracious of the Lord to instruct His
servant to give precious words of comfort to His children to the
end of time, and how especially such comfort is needed in our
days. It is an age of unrest; and as to the commercial world,
it seems like a boiling sea of muddy commotion, and the
Christian man is tried beyond measure. He goes oft-times to his
place of business with a heavy heart. Competition is keen,
discounts are high, and his profits low. Then there are the
book debts !!ond the bad debts; while, on the other hand, family
expenses are increasing: he needs more and 'gains less. All this
is exceedin~ly trying, and where is his solace? Oh, is it not
in the comfort of the Scriptures, in the help of the Comforter
2
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Himself? Some precious portion or promise flows into his soul,
and he becomes strengthened for the daily conflict, and enabled
to say with grace triumph, "God IS my Refuge and Strength, a
very present Help in this my' trouble" : and so he goes on, hoping
.
and helped, and even happy in the Lord.
And as it is out of doors, so is it in doors. Domestic pressure
and trial, there is sure to be plenty of it; indeed, without entering into further details, sadness and sorrow must come. "The
heart knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger intermeddleth
not with its joy." Well, we repeat-under all these circumstances,
how precious is the Word of God. What should we-what could
we-do without it? And then, above all, for the Lord J ehovah to
speak Himself, and say to His servant, "Comfort ye, comfort
ye My people"! Nothing then can be more cheering than the
inquiry, and what are the grounds of comfort laid down by the
Lord for His people '?
Well, He says, "Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem"-that is, speak to her heart. Head comfort
and head knowledge are no use in the face of the uncertainties of
time, and the certainty of death. Speak ye to the hew't! And
how there comes in here the deep necessity of the Holy Spirit's
work, to prepare and soften that heart to receive the Lord's
speakings. Many hear them, but few receive them; and none
will do so, unless they are like Lydia, whose heart the Lord
opened. Oh, dearest Lord, open the heart of reader and writer
more and more to the joyful reception of those blessed and eternal
things Thou art pleased to give, and which make wise unto salvation. Speak Thou to the heart, to Jerusalem __ yes, to Thy living
Church; Thou, most precious Lord, dost live for her, and she desir(js
to live for Thee. Is it not our personal craving, beloved, to live to
glorify Him who is the great Head of His living Church? to let
Him be uppermost? to let Him reign and rule within? to feel that
He is all our salvation and all our desire? How empty is the
world and worldly things. May we be filled from the Lord's
Speak to the heart unto
fulness, then shall we be full of Him.
her, and tell her that" her warfare is accomplished" (or appointed
time, marginal reading). Yes, at the appointed time, the first
promise of the Bible shall verily be fulfilled: "And I will put
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and
her seed: it (He) shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His
heel"; and so He did, at the appointed time. He spoiled the
principalities and the powers of darkness, and made a show of
them openly upon the cross; and through death, He destroyed him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil. Mark what for,
you who tremble at the prospect of the closing scene-" To deliver
them who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime subject
to bondage." Thus has the warefare been accomplished, and victory
over Satan, sin, and death accomplished; concerning which, the
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Word goes on to say, "The voice of him that crieth in the
wilderness" (that is,John the Baptist), "Prepare ye the way of
the Lord, make straight in the desert [mark] a highway for OUl'
God. And in Him, that is, Christ, "The glory of the Lord shall ba
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it." Not, all flesh shall believe in Him, nor
acknowledge that He is, according to the declaration, our God "
it is only those who could then claim, and can now claim Him,
as OU1' God in Ohrist.
But then the Lord J ehovah further bids His servant to cry
unto Jerusalem, "that her iniquity is pardoned." Oh, precious fact!
pardoned in the purpose and plan of her salvation from all
eternity, and pointing onwards to that which will ensure it, even
the atonement of Ohrist. "Lo, I come: in the volume of the Book
it is written of me, I delight to do Thy will, 0 my God: "
Ah! think of the comfort of this. The precious blood of Jesus,
the Father's dear Son, shed for me and for you, dear reader.
My iniquity pardoned, my sins forgiven. " By the which will we
are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all." "And their sins and iniquities will I remember no
mm'e." Is not this comfort-deep, abiding, gracious, and loving?
"Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem." He has done so, and
we rejoice in the communication of His love and favour.
Then, still further, tell her "that her iniquity is pardoned: for
she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins."
Double at the Lord's hand. Ah! dear reader, when we come to
the Lord, it is emptiness coming to fulness. In creation it is
so. "The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof." In His
Manhood on earth it was so. "He grew in stature and wisdom."
As the God-man it was so, for "in Him dwelleth all the fulnes8
of the Godhead bodily." In grace it is so: "And we have received
from His fulnes8 grace, over-abounding grace." In glory it is so;
for" in His presence is fulness of joy, and at His right hand are
pleasures for evermore." So when the poor empty sinner is drawn
to Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit-or, if we put it as the
Prophet is told to put it, the Ohurch-the Lord's turning people
collectively-I' She hath received of the Lord's hand double for all
her sins." Yes, in the Word we have the Lord's "double" in
providence, in wrath; in grace and glory. In providence the Lord
permitted His servant Job to be stripped of all his earthly
possessions and endearments; but, after the needed discipline,
"Turned his captivity, and gave him twice as much as he had
before." His" double" in wrath is directed against t.he apostasy;
she shall receive double for all her sins. And the Lord's" double"
in grace and glory David sweetly writes of when he says, "The
Lord God is a Sun and Shield; He will give grace and glory,"
Precious linking! Glorious fulness! Who can describe the scene
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which grace leads up to and into-glory! But we have said,
on the other hand, that when the Ohurc/~ is drawn to Ohrist,
it is emptiness coming to fulness; yea, more than this, the sinner
brought into contact with the Saviour, and this must be feIt in
all its power and force: and so the voice bid the Prophet
"Cry, and he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and
all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field. The g-rass
withereth; the flower fadeth: because the Spirit of the Lord
bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth,the flower fadeth: but the word of OttI' God 8hall stand for
ever." Oh, then, let our grasp be, dear reader, of that which.
shall stand for ever. Here nothing is certain, and fast, very fast,
are our earthly beloveds and friends fading and being cut down
as the grass. It must be so, and we are only following in their
wake; but see, in the midst of all so uncertain, the divine
comfort again given us, "But the word of OU?' God shall stand
for ever." And theu do look at the next g-round of comfort that
J ehovah gives to His people, even the Person, character, and
work of their dear Redeemer: "0 Zion, that bringest good
tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; 0 Jerusalem, that
bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up,
be not afraid; say unto the cities of J udah, Behold your God!"
Proclaim the gracious fact far and wide; spread the name of
Jesus as the co-equal with the Father. Do not mince the matter
to suit the whims and fancies of carnal men, by saying, Behold
a Good Man, a Prophet, or an Example. He was all this, and
much more. J ehovah proclaims Him as such: "Behold thy
God!" "The brightness of the Father's glory, and tue eXllress
image of His Person." "Thy God;" "The God of thy salvation."
Here then is comfort, to think that we know anything about Him
to whom the Father points, and bids His servant magnify His name.
We may feel how little we know of Him; still, here's the mercy"This one thing I know" (we can say), "whereas I was blino,
now I see."
It is only yesterday I came upon a poor blind man, naturally.
Through brain fever acting upon his nerves, many years ago, he
lost his sight. When I came up to him, he was reading from
his raised type Bible these words: "Out of the depths have I
cried unto the Lord." I walked up to him and said, "My good
man, can you really say, that out of the depths you have cried
unto the Lord?" He replied, "Yes, I can, sir; and He is all my
salvation, and I am resting in and upon His precious blood,
which was shed for poor sinners like me." "Well," I thought, " this
testimony will do. It is simple and earnest, and has the right
ring about it." Further conversation ensuEjd, which satisfied me
that such was the case. We repeat, then, oh,' how blessed to
know Christ, even if only in small measure; we would not be

The Gospel Magazine.

437

without that heart knowledge for all the world calls good and
great. He does not despise the little ones; OD the contrary, it is
added: "He shall feed His flock like a shepherd: He shall gather
the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom, and shall
gently lead those that are with young" (or, heavy-burdened).
. ,And then there breaks in, in majestic and unsurpassed language, a description of the Omnipotency of God, and His power,
as a source of increased trust and comfort, bringing -it down to a
loving rebuke that faith does not recognise this in all God's
dealings .with us: "Why sayest thou, 0 Jacob, and speakest, 0
Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is
passed over from my God? Hast thou not known? hast thou not
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the
ends of t~e earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no
searching of His understanding. He giveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might, He increaseth strength." See
then, dear fellow "no-might ones," the grounds of comfort
which the Lord J ehovah Himself bids His servant proclaim to
His spiritual Church, "Her warfare is accomplished; her iniquity
pardoned"; all her sins done away, through Him who is "mighty
to save." And while man is impotent, failing, and withereth
away, "The word of our God shall stand for ever"; and His
Omnipotency is exercised in her preservation and final glorification.
Oh, then, Thou God of all comfort, we bless Thee for the good
cheer of thine own written and spoken Word. To Thy name be
THE EDITOR.
all the praise!
STRENGTH FOR THE DAY.
WHY should I anticipate sorrow P
Why dread the dark clouds o'er
my wayP
Why tremble because of to·morrow P
My Lord has been with me today.

Since to·morrow is safe in His
keeping,
Who holdeth the world in His
hand;
Who guardeth me waking or sleeping,
Who my every breath doth com·
mand;

In His beautiful prayer He has
taught me
Why should I not banish entirely
To ask Him for bread day by day;
The shade of one doubt or one
This surely should always remind
fear,
With Jesus to lead and to guide me,
me,
'Tis mine to receive and obey.
To whisper, "Fear not, I am near" P
New grace and new strength in His keeping,
Though dark clouds encompass my way;
Away with my caring and weeping,
My Lord will give strength as my day.
AUNT Lucy.

WHAT sin is there which grace cannot pardon ~ What heart is there
which grace cannot soften ~ What soul is there which grace cannot save 1
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"MY MOTHER."
THIS expression calls to remembrance a circumstance in earlier 'days.
A Christian man, who was bailiff to a lady of title, and with whom we
were in' friendship, had lost his dear mother. We knew her remains
were" laid in the cemetery, and we said to him, "In a few days we
shall be wending our way there, and should be glad to know the spot
where she rests." He described the same, and we had no difficulty in
finding it out; but what at once struck us tenderly was the fact that,
after the memorial details on the chaste stone, there were the simple
but heart-touching words, "My MOTHER." It seemed to convey a
volume of feeling and affectionate remembrance, and now the same
precious words come lip again in personal experience. 'What would
the tender heart of the late dear Dr. DOUDNEY have said to the
following letter, just received from a dear son in the United States ~
The dear Doctor was always so lovingly sympathetic ;Terre Haute, Indiana, U.S,A., May 16th, 1893.
My VERY DEAR FATHER,-This letter I send, after much sobbing, in
deepest possible sympathy with you, the best of fathers, in contemplation
of the sad loss of our dea.rest and best of all mothers (oh, those words,
" My Mother!" and my heart breaks again). Yes, our dearly-loved mother,
released from her life of intense suf'fel'ing, and entered her bright and
blissful home above, for which she had been so longing, and which had
been prepared for her by our dear Lord and Master Jesus Christ-our
Elder and sympathizing Brother, whose promise is not like an earthly
promise, but indeed "golden and true." He said, "In my Father's
house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I
go to pl:epare a place for you," &c.
Bless the Lord, she hath done with all the vain things of this world,
and is at rest and in peace for ever. Ob, dear father, may we all of us
be able to say, as she did rejoicingly when down here-

" No condemnation now I dread,
Jesus, and all in Him, are mine;
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach the eternal till'one,
And claim the crown, through Christ, my own."
Dear Lord, hear and answer my dear boy's prayer; he is far away
from us, but very neiu to Thee. The same th1'07le of grace to go to
now. One Lord; one Christ.: one Baptism of the Spirit. The same
THE EDITOR.
eternal home in anticipation.

CHRIST was chosen before all worlds, to be the Head of the elect.
He was predestinate and ordained by God. As we are ordained to
salvation, and Christ is ordained to be the Head of all that shall be
saved, He was chosen eternally, and chosen in time. He was singled
out to the work by God; and all others that are chosen are chosen
in Him.
There had been no choosing of men but in Him; for God
saw us so defiled, lying in our sins, that He could not look upon us
but in His Son. He chose Him, and us in Him.-Sibbes.
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THE HOUSE OF WISDOM.

" Wisdom hcdh b1bilded hm' house, she hath hewn out her seven pillars."- •
PROVERBS ix. 1.
IT must be allowed at once that this is a difficult passage, and at the
onset I mention this, that we may the more earnestly seek the teaching
of the Holy Spirit to unfold it. We have our blessed Lord's promise,
" And He, the Spirit of truth, shall lead you into all truth." Gracious
Spirit, do so in this case, that we may not attempt to be wise above
that which is written, but with sincerity and simplicity get (through
Thy leading) into what is the mind and will of God.
Dear reader, you see we begin with prayer, God grant we may end
in praise. Oh, how I love those words, and crave their fulfilment,
"I have a messa.qe from God unto thee" (Judges iii. 20). In this spirit
we approach our subject, "Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath
hewn out her seven pillars."
It is written of Solomon that "he spake three thousand proverbs,
and his songs were a thousand and five . . . . He spake of trees, from
the cedar tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springeth
out of the wall." A wide range of thought indeed, taking in the
least thing and the greatest, and reminding us of the greater One
than Solomon, who saves and nourishes and protects. the little blade
01' tendril that springs out of the wall, feeble but cared for, as well
as He gives grace to grow downward, with a deep root-hold, as "the
cedar of Lebanon"; or as we have it in Hosea: "I will be [saith the
Lord] as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily"-sweet
little lowly, yet white and pure plant, tended by the Lord. Yes, but
His own oft·times, as they grow on and became matured by divine
grace, "cast forth thei1' roots as Lebanon."
1.- Who is this Wisdom thcbt hath built this stately cmcl wondmjul house?
n. - What is the house that Wisdom has built 7
IH.-What are the pillars that Wisdom hath hewn as suppo1'ts to this
house 7
IV.-Wisdom's house is not an empty one, but is well filled with
chosen and welcome guests, for whom ample provision has been made
by the Lord of the house. "She hath killed her beasts; she hath
mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table."
1. Then we are to inquire, Who is this Wisdom that hath built this
stately and wonderful house? You will observe we say, Who is He? for
we believe it is not merely the attribute spoken of here, but the
Possessor of the attribute, even a Person found only in the Person of
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. The sublime context will show this.
It is so grand and conclusive, nothing. can be added to it or taken
from it. "The Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before
His works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning,
or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was brought
forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before
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the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth:
while as yet He had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the
highest part of the dust of the world. When He prepared the heavens,
I was there: when He set a compass upon the face of the depth: when
He established the clouds above: when He strengthened the fountains
of the deep: when He gave to the sea His decree, that the waters
should not pass His commandment: when He appointed the foundations
of the earth: then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I
was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him; rejoicing in the
habitable part of His earth; and My delights were with the sons of
men."
Ah! every word of this can only point to the dear Redeemer. He
is the Wisdom brought up with the Father; brought out to be the, "Lo
I come to do Thy will, 0 my God"; brought through all the mystery
of suffering to accomplish that will, even the salvation of His elect;
and brought up, glorified, and sitting in His rightful place. "Righteous
and triumphant is He."
And if we wanted further proof of our point, we note that in the
former part also of this eighth chapter of Proverbs, the personality of
this Wisdom shines forth with blessed splendour. It describes Wisdom
declaring-I hate-I rule-I love-I lead-I fill. "Evil, and a froward
mouth I hate" (verse 13). ': By Me princes ?'ule, and nobles, even all
the judges of the earth" (verse 16). "I love them that love Me; and
those that seek Me early shall find Me" (verse 17). "I lead in the
way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment" (verse
20). I jill, "That I may cause those that love Me to inherit substance;
and I will fill their treasures" (verse 21). All this substantiates the
position we are enforcing, namely, that the 'Wisdom here spoken of
takes us beyond the attribute, to the Possessor Himself, even to the Lord
Jesus Christ, "in whom dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily,"
and is the. "I Wisdom" of the Book of Proverbs. And now let us
inquire:
n. What is the House that Wisdom h(~s built? We reply at once,
"The Church."We do not mean by this expression bricks and mortar,
or a pile of building, nor even a national establishment. No, indeed;
but we mean a spi?'itual Ch~~?'ch, called, "the whole family in heaven
and earth." Ah! and oft-times gathered from most unlikely places and
holds, as far as human calculation would think. How I felt this in
one part of my days, when I was privileged to speak the Word to the
poor inmates of one large workhouse. Undoubtedly the majority were
as dead to the things of God as the stone walls around them, but yet
I knew it to be a fact that there was one here, and another there,
who were members of God's spiritual Church, and were alive to those
things that concerned them for eternity.
Yes, if God's elect were seen grouped and gathered, the escaped
that hid themselves, with their captain, in the Cave of Adullam would
well represent them. "And everyone that was in distress, and every
one that was in debt, and everyone that was discontented, gathered
themselves unto him," &c. Of such material, out of the quarry of
nature, are God's spiritual stones taken, in the sovereignty of His love
and mercy; "fitly framed and fitted together, groweth into an holy
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temple in the Lord." Churches and chapels may be well in their visible
and outward character, but the real House that Wisdom has built is a
spiritual House, a place where God dwells, and which is His daily
delight. We could say much more upon this blessed habitation of God,
but we must pass on to-

Ill. Inquire, what are the seven pillars that Wisdom hath hewn out, as
SUpp01·ts to God's spiritual House? Strange opinions have been advanced
"
~

as to what these pillars are. Some, without spiritual discernment, have
considered them the whole cinle of the sciences. We need not say we believe
this completely out of the mark. Ot,hers have thought that the universe is
meant, and the seven pillars are the seven days of creation. This also. to
our mind, is fill' from the point. Others have imagined they refer to
ministers of the Gospel, who may be compared to pillars for strength
and stability. Oh dear me! ministers are but mortal, and would
afford but poor supports to build upon. Now, without being dogmatic,
or setting up our view on the matter as the only correct one, we think
we are more likely to get at the Holy Spirit's intention and mind
if we ask ourselves the question, what are the supports of the Church
of God which He has in His eternal plan and purpose hewn out 1
And we would suggest the foHowingFirst and foremost, The Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity.
Oh,
what a pillar is this fundamental doctline of our m0st holy faith. But,
at the moment, I would not so much refer to it as a doctrine as
a matter of personal experience. Dear reader, have not you and I
realized the sovereign love of God the Father, the blessed results
of the voluntary suretyship of God the Son, and the efficacious grace
of God the Holy Ghost 1 We can well afford to smile at, or rather
pity, the blind ignorance of those who dare to deny the truth of
Trinity; for we have felt and known, with inward and spiritual joy,
the work of the Eternal Three in our everlasting salvation.
The
soveTeign love of God the Father.
Yes; but for this we should never
have known anything spiritually. Here is the date of my knowledge,
beloved-can you not join us '1--" But God, who is rich in mercy,
for His gr'eat love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved),"
&c. And then the Trinity as seen in the vohtntar'y suretyship of God the
Son.
Where should we have been long since without it 1 The sent
of the Father has saved us from hell; has redeemed us by His blood,
and secured for 'us heaven.
"Though guilty, and helpless, and curs'd,
By nature a rebel and slave,
In Jesus your God you can trust,
Because He is rnighty to save."
Oh! must we not look entirely to Jesus as ,all our salvation 1 Nor
do we want the hateful and vile creature to come in anywhere other
than as recipient, overwhelmed in gratitude for the mercy vouchsafed.
Our iniquities were laid upon Him, and He has borne them all away,
to be remembered no more. His suretyship is our salvation.
And, further, the Trinity as traced in the efficacious grace of God the
Holy Ghost, not merely in Divine calling, but in quickening the life He
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has given. Oh! what deadness and coldness in prayer, till He warms
the heart and sets the tongue at liberty; then we forget surroundings,
and forget ourselves, and rising upwards towards the warmth of the
Sun of righteousness, gain that inestimable blessing of fellowship with
the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. And so not merely in prayer,
but in all the experiences of life divine: all seems shut up and feeblethe love cold, the walk feeble, the testimony restrained-till the Holy
Spirit breaks the spell and causes us to be happy in the Lord. We
have called it efficacimbs grace, and we love the word. It must be so
if God has to do with it; and if He is its Source and Sum, it must be
efficacilYtbs-·that is, productive of effects which are in accordance with
His will; powerful to produce the Divine intention, and precious in
its results to poor sinners, whom it lays hold of and brings home to
glory.
The second Pillar of the Church we would mention is, The Divine
Sovereignty of God. Blind, indeed, if we see this not exercised in creation,
yrovidence, and gmce. In cnation: we may behold it in all around us,
from the hyssop that grows on the wall, to the deeply-rooted and
spreading cedar of Lebanon. In 'fYrovidence: oftimes mysterious, yet
fraught with mercy, as we so often sing"I know not what may soon betide,
Or how my wants shall be supplied,
But Jesus knows, and will provide."

In grace: yes, completely and surely my salvation, and yours, beloved,
is all a matter of divine sove1'eignty, from effectual calling to everlasting
crowning. All His administrations must be Omnipotent, or He would
not be God. He must be the Originator, the Supreme, the Disposer of
all things, and as such has a sovereign right and power to determine
all, both as to man's being, order, and end.
The third Pillar we would name is the Covenant of Grace. "Be ye
always mindful of His covenant," is Bible advice; and David's prayer
was, "Lord, show me Thy covenant." And the Lord did show us the
utter failure of a covenant of works, in the fall of our first parents,
which prepared the way for His covenant of grace between the Eternal
Three, in which failure was impossible, for God's omnipotency took the
place of man's impotency; and I am sure that the more the Lord does
show us His covenant, and our interest in it, the more certain shall we
be of our eternal safety and His everlasting salvation. I am sure if
we could with a more lively faith grasp at our God as a covenant God,
we should be less restless. If He doth "all things according to the.
counsel of His will," what is the use of all our worry? Nothing
C'l.n alter that will, and His purpose must be right; and yet, when
even we acknowledge this, we worry and worry still. I have been
much struck lately with the frequent expression in the Scriptures, "And
God 8aitl~." Very well, nothing will or can alter it. What He saith,
He will verily perform. Is it a prophecy ~ All the opposition of His
enemies will not hinder its fulfilment. Is it a promise ~ He will most
certainly carry it out. Is it an assertion in connection with the discipline of His people ~ It must be well. He doeth all things, not after
the counsel of our wills, but after the counsel of His own.
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The fourth Pillar we would menti.on is a glorious one, namely-Th~
A tonernent. As Man He suffered death for us, but as God He loosed
the bands and pains of hell, destroyed the kingdom of death, rose
from death to life, and so paid the ransom for our sins and took away
all the guiltiness of the same. Oh, what high and everlasting con·
solation and comfort is here. I. cannot help mentioning, when I peered
into the depth of the grave that held the mortal remains of my beloved
wife, and read her name upon the coffin plate, I was enabled to
rejoice amidst my tears, at the thought of what Christ had accomplished
for her, and which she herself expressed in her approaching end.
"The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord J eSlls
Christ." Is there not a reality, beloved, here to rest upon ~ Volumes
might be written about it: but space demands our passing on to con·
considerThe fifth Pillar, namely, Union with a lyrecious Christ. Oh, dear
friends, not merely does this seem a support of the Church of God, but
it is that which bears and binds all together. It exhibits, at all events,
three things.
.
1. The grace and rnercy of God. "He that spared not His own Son,
but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things ~" Can we imagine anything more merciful
and gracious ~ the Father not even sparing His own beloved Son, in
the accomplishment of our salvation; and the Son becoming a willing
Sacrifice, brought "as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before
her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth."
2. See how it brings out the love of God. "But God commendeth
His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us." "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through Him." Love leading to living, and that eternally, with
Him.
And thirdly, The love of Christ Himself. "Thy Maker is thine Husband" ;
and what will not the loving husband do for his wife ~ He loves to
see her well clothed. Christ has put upon His bride the best robe of
imputed righteousness, covered her with the garments of salvation, and
decked her with the beautiful ornaments of the gifts and graces of the
Holy Spirit. He has paid all her debts, supplies all her wants, and
provides for all her needs. "Greater love hath no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his friend." And how sweet and precious it is to trace all up to love. Love is a lovely thing among mortals,
but the love of Christ! Oh, how endearing! It makes us long to
love Him more who hath done so much for us. Gracious Spirit, stir
up our love for Jesus.
And it is no unimportant inquiry as to the antiquity of this union of
love. I know full well the many assert that this union takes place
~hen we believe in Christ.
Oh, beloved, we are assured our union
with Christ was antecedent to our faith in Him, and that it dates
back to the eternity of purpose before the world was made, and that
our faith is the result of that union with Christ, not the cause of it.
"I have blotted out as a thick clo~d thy transgressions, and as a cloud
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thy sins: return unto Me, for I have 1'edeemed thee." That Jehovah loved
His Church in Christ before they were born, is evident from His own
testimony. "Father," says Jesus, "Thou hast loved them as Thou
lovest Me." And again, "Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the
world."
Thus is the union of love established, and. our faith the
evidence of it, but not the cause of it.
The sixth Pillar I would name is another precious one, namely,
Regeneration. "Born of the Spirit." Yes, we must and will honour the
Holy Spirit. Regenemtion. If we are to be saved, the corruption and
ruin of human nature by the fall demands the carrying out of. our
Lord's declaration, "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." Oh, what a mercy, dear brethren and sisters in
the Lord, to be able, in some measure at all events, to give evidence
of this divine and important change. We can say we cry unto God,
which we should not do if dead, for the cry is a sign of life. We
can say we thirst after God, and that our souls pant for the living
God, which a dead man never does. We can say that we love God's
Word, and it is our daily delight; a joy the ungodly know nothing of.
We can say we glory in the Gospel of the grace of God, and to hear
the truth of God faithfully preached is great joy to us, a joy of which
the worldling is ignorant. vVe can say that we do not, and cannot,
roll sin under our tongue as a sweet morsel, but loathe ourselves on
account of it, and repent in dust and ashes. We can' say that we
regard meeting with the Lord's dear people a sweet source of comfort
to us, especially in the gatherings for prayer and communion with the
saints: "By this we know that we have passed from death unto life,
because Wll love the brethren." By these and many other signs, it is
evident that we are not dead in trespasses and sins, but are quickened
by the Spirit to that newness of life which no power can destroy.
God be praised for His great mercy to us!
And now we come to the seventh and last Pillar, the Final Persevemnce of the Saints. Listen to the dying utterances of that dear saint
of God. True, they are in whispers, but they are weighty and
treasured. She says she longs to be home. "Have you any fear of
death ~" is the inquiry. "None whatever," is t,he response. But oh,
this is wonderful! such an one has been known during her lifetime
to have had the greatest dread of death, but all this dread is now
removed, and she looks beyond the 1'i1lel' to the celestial city itself, and
to Him who is the all-glorious centre of it----her dear Redeemer; and
all this is proof of the divine support we are referring to, even the
final perseverance of the saints. Such an assurance may be well
grounded upon tha covenant of grace to which we have referred. ·Oh,
for that faith which shall enable us to trace our names written in the
Lamb's book of life, from before the foundation of the world, and to
see our personal interest in the covenant of grace, ordered in an things
and sure.
Then, again, the death of Christ ensures the ete1'n(tllije of His redeemed.
He died that we might live-ay, with Him for eternity: and by His
ascension He opened the kingdom of heaven to all th-ose who should
be believers iI1 Him. And to the same effect the Third Person in the
glorious Trinity ensures an entrance through "the pearly gates," for" He
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will keep "-yes, keep to the very end-" the feet of His saints."
. "E,eryone of them in Zion appeareth before God."
Gorfs faithfulness, too, in all His exceeding great and precious promises,
as well as in all the purposes of His love and grace, forbids the least
one of His family becoming lost on the way, for His own beloved Son's
testimony has ensured th~ir eternal safety. "My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them,. and they follow Me." Ah!" Follow Me." Where 1
Only in earth's pilgrimage, in the footprints of sorrow and humiliation 1
nay, follow Me into heaven's purity and perfection; for the dear Saviour
adds, "And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand"; and He puts His
divine seal to this assurance, stamped with these memorable words"My Father, which gave them Me. is greater than all; and no man is
able to pluck them out of My Father's hand. I and My Father are
one." And now that He hath ascended up on high, not merely His
omniscient eye is watching them throughout, but as the Divine Intercessor and Advocate before the throne, He ever lives for their pre
servation, and final presentation in glory. We might add to this the
united testimonies of Christ's Apostles, who, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, were confident, with Paul, of this very thinga blessed thing, too_Cl That He which hath begun a good work in you,
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." No failure, then,
beloved, with our God, but fr~bition. He knows the end from the
beginning, and begins what He means to end.
But to our last point, namely, PVisdryrn's h(luse is not an empty one,
but is well filled with chosen and welc01ne g1bests. fol' whmn ample provision
has been made by the L(YI'[l of the house. And this we gather from the
following verse to our portion, "She hath killed her beasts; she hath
mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her table." Wisdom, in all
her appointed types, killed her beasts. Sacrifice and offering, as such,
was by Divine appointment, but no longer needed when Cbrist came
and fulfilled all that was set forth by them. Wisdom invited her
chosen guests. "Bring My sons from far, and My daughters from
the ends of the earth." Wisdom made ample provision for them.
" Thou preparest a table before me." " Bring hither the fatted calf, and
kill it." Gospel provision; let us eat and be comforted. He will satisfy
and sustain tbe soul with divine food-even Himself-and give them
the wine of everlasting cheer in Him.
But Wisdom takes us all from
the view of the Church militant to the Church triumphant. Note with
us our blessed Lord's parable of the G'reat Suppm·. " A certain man made
a great supper, and bade many; and sent his servants at supper-time
to say to those that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready.
And they all with one accord began to make excuse. The first said
unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go
and see it: I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have
me excused. And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore
I cannot come. So that servant came and showed his lord these things.
Then the master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, Go
out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither
the. poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the ~lind. And the
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servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, yet there is
room. And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel [or constrain l them to come in, that my
house may be filled. For I say unto you, that none of those men
which were bidden shall taste my supper."
This parable is much
used by Freewillers, who think that they can do the work of filling
God's house-that is, bringing those to whom they appeal to accept
salvation into God's Church. This, to my mind, is au entire mistake;
indeed, it is a question whether the Church militant is meant at all.
For if you notice the words which have just preceded, and caused our:
Lord to use the parable, it is the Church triumphant that is referred
to: "And when one of them that sat at meat with Him heard these
things, he said unto Him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the
kingdom of God"; which is in keeping with that language in the
Revelation: "Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself
ready." The world has no taste for such a supper, nor desire to be
found in such company. Tell them of heavenly things and joy, or
speak to them of eternity-oh, no! they are absorbed in earthly
matters-with their 'land, or their oxen, or the pleasures of their household. And mark, all those that were constrained by the Holy Spirit's
power had on a wedding garment, even the imputed righteousness of
Christ, "Accepted in the Beloved." This is evident from the fact that the
one who thought he could reach heaven without it, was bound by the
King's servants hand and foot, and taken away and "cast into outer
darkness, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many
are called" (that is, by the outwaTd proclamation of the Gospel), " but
few are chosen" in Christ.
But to wind up our tracings, beloved, "Wisdom hath builded her
house; she hath hewn out her seven pillars." Have we not said
sufficient to prove that a greater than Solomon is here, and that it is
the Wisdom of God, even Christ, who communicates all divine light
and knowledge to the Church, and who, in His wisdom, builded the
spiritual Church of God 1 And this is the house He has built, even
that Church composed of living stones, and of which it is said the
Great Zerubbabel "shall bring forth the head stone thereof, with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it! " Then, with regard to the Pillars
that Wisdom hath hewn to support His Church. We have suggested
that they are-I. The Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity. II. The
Divine Sovereignty of God. Ill. The Covenant of Grace. IV. The
glorious compounding of the Incarnation. Atonement, and Resurrection
of Christ. V. Union with our dear Redeemer. VI. Regeneration,
Justification, and Sanctification, linked and cemented together; and,
VII. The Final Perseverance of the Saints.
Then we have told how this stately house which Wisdom has built
is not an empty house, but full of chosen guests, for whom ample
provision is made by the Lord of the house. And, beloved, depend
upon it,those who have been guests in the Church militant, will be
found in everlasting rest and peace in that "house above, not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens."
Bur~on-on-Trent.
G. C.
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BELIEVERS THE SUBJECTS OF DIVINE UARE AND
KEEPING.
"And the L01'd shall g1£ide' thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in
drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a wa~tl'ed garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not."-ISAIAH lviii. 11.
THIS book of prophecy may be considered as divided into three parts,
.each of them closing similarly with a. solemn declaration of the doom
of the wicked. The first part ends with chapter forty-eighth, and
closes with the words, "There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the
wicked." The second part ends withllhe chapter previous to the one
now before us, and closes similarly to the former, "But the wicked
are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up
mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked."
Then, at the end of this precious prophecy, which, more than any
other, tells both of the first and second coming of the Christ of God,
we have the awful description of the doom of the ungodly, taken up
in later times by the Saviour Himself, "And they shall go forth, and
look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against Me :
for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched j and
they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh."
Beloved, what a striking contrast to all this are we called to contemplate in our text! Here we have the blessedness of the lot of
Christ's chosen, who have been redeemed by precious blood, called, and
renewed by the grace of the Spirit.
Referring for a moment to the beginning of the chapter before us,
we see that the true servant of God is to be faithful in reproving
His people for their sins. He is not to resemble those who "sew
pillows to all armholes," and who "heal slightly" the wound of the
daughter of God's people; nor is he to say, "Peace, peace" to the
wicked, "when there is no peace." He is to lift up his voice like a
trumpet, and to show the Lord's people their transgressions and their
sins. How many professedly religious people in modern times, like
those in that day, seem to think that the entire service of G,Jd consists in waiting upon him in ordinances, attending some place of
worship-no matter what, a Ritualistic or Unitarian church will do as
well as any-with more or less frequency, getting the mind and
memory stored with a knowledge of sacred words and things! But
even an attendance upon God's own appointed ordinances, and regularly worshipping with orthodox believers, unless the heart is right
with God, cannot be accepted, nor be of any real profit to the soul
(verse 2). This is a mistaking of the means for the end. Public
worship is designed as a means to an end. The end is a changed
heart and a converted life, evidenced in the daily walk and conduct, a
serving of God in the family and in the business. Otherwise, even
orthodox worship degenerates into ritualism, for surely "RitMlists" are
not the only ritualists.
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Those in the Prophet's day were surprised that the ·multitude of the
services they attended did not make them acceptaole to God, nor their
private devotional performances either (verse 3). They had to be taught
that God looks at the heart (verse 4). Even so now, the Lord's true
servants must declare that preaching and hearing are not the whole of
religion; no, nor the chief part. "Take heed," said the Saviour, not
only "what ye hear," but also, "how ye hear," And what is the
teaching of the parable of the Sower, beloved ~ Is it not that, unless
the word heard sinks down and abides in the heart, springing up afterwards and producing fruit, it is of no saving benefit at all ~ When
the power of the Spirit accompanies the word, is there not a pondering
it over and over afterwards, as Mary kept the things that she heard
concerning Christ her Saviour-Son, "and pondered them in her heart"
(Luke ii. 19, 51); and like the other Mary, who sat at His feet, of
whom He said, "One thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that
good part which shall not be taken away from her" ~ This pondering
in the heart afterwards leads to the turning of the sermon heard into
prayer, and then it becomes translated into the life; so fruit is produced, and the Father is glorified. This also will prove that we are
disciples indeed (John xv. 8).
Neither can the Word always be consoling. Sometimes wholesome
reproof is needed, and we are taught that the Scripture is "profitable"
in this respect as well as others (2 Tim. iii. 16). Oh, for grace to
"receive with meekness the engrafted word," to take the reproof in a
right spirit, to fall under it, to acknowledge our shortcomings, and to
pray for restoring mercy! When Nathan was sent to David, it was
not with a pleasant message, but when he said to the sinning king,
"Thou art the man," he had grace to fall under the rebuke, and to
acknowledge his grievous error. Then the man of God was instructed
to give him consolation, saying, "The Lord hath put away thy sin."
Coming to our text, we see the rich blessings which God has in store
for the true worshippers, "who worship the Father in spirit and in
truth." They are these-Guidance, Satisfaction, Fatness, Fruitfulness,
Final Perseverance.
1. GUIDANCE,-" And the Lord shall guide thee continually." What
weak and erring creatures we are! How prone to make mistakes and
to take wrong steps! Moreover we "have not passed this way heretofore."
We are pilgrims and strangers; like David, we may each say,
"I am a stranger with Thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were."
Yes, "a stranger," but yet "with Thee."
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"And though we are strangers,
We have a good Guide;
And trust in all dangers
. The Lord will provide."
And He will, He will. "When I sent you without purse;"and scrip,
and shoes, lacked ye any thing 1 And they said, Nothing."
Here, then, is Divine guidance, and that" continually." We know not
a step before us; but as Israel was led by the pillar, in which the Lord
Himself dwelt, so spiritual Israelites are guided and directed from time
to time, as to all their movements, and all their domestic and business

l

~

__Jo'J

449

The Gospel Magazine.

concerns. He guides them with His eye (Psalm xxxii. 8), by His
providences, His Word, and His Spirit. "And thine ears shall hear a
word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye
turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left."
"Thou shalt
guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory." He
fixes the bounds of our habitation. He will direct us in every detail of
our pilgrim life. Let us therefore bring to Him all our family concerns, all our business exigencies. He will direct us as to removal or
remaining, as to the ministry that we shall attend upon, or engage inyea, everything. FLAVEL tells us of a dear saint who was once in
distressing circumstances. All supplies failing, and she being exceedingly vexed with unbelieving doubts and fears, not seeing whence the
least help could come, she went to a chest, and began turning over the
things, probably without any particular reason or purpose, when, lo!
she unexpectedly finds there a piece of gold, which served to satisfy her
present wants till God opened another door of supply.
" J UBt at the laBt distl'essing hour, .
Our Gou Uisplays o.elivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace,"

Another rendering of these words, namely, that of Jerome's Vulgate,
is, "The Lord thy God shall give thee rest continually." And surely
to know that God is in all our circumstances-trials as well as triumphs,
crosses as well as pleasures-is calculated, more than anything, to give
soul rest. Let us then endeavour to follow where He leads. Itmust
be well; for He says, "My presence shall go with .thee; and I will
give thee rest." And He says, again, "Be careful (anxious) for nothing;
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus."
n. SATISFACTION .-" And satisfy thy soul in drought." Here is
satisfaction, soul satisfaction, and satisfaction in a time of great scarcity.
A wilderness is not only a place where one needs guidance; it is also
a "dry and thirsty land." It yields no supplies (or very few) of
itself j therefore the needs of travellers are great. God had to rain
down bread from heaven to feed ancient Israel, and He caused water
to flow miraculously out of "the flinty rock" to satisfy their thirst.
The needs of God's people are many, and this barren world will yield
but little for them. However, their God has promised that "bread
shall be given them, and their waters shall be sure." Said Jesus,
"Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto you. Ye are of more value than many
sparrows, and yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. And why take
ye thought for raiment ~ Consider the lilies. If God so clothe the
grass of the field, which to-day is and to-morrow is cast into the oven,
shall He not much more clothe you, 0 ye of little faith 1"
But it is spiritual supplies that constitute the main want of the
Lord's people. Well, He shall "satisfy thy soul in drought." l'here
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are times when the heart is dry and barren, when the Word yields
no refreshment, and even the ordinances seem but dry breasts. What
shall we do then ~ Listen: ". When the poor and needy seek water,
and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will
hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them." Do not, then,
grow impatient, and restive, and peevish, as did Israel of old, but" wait
on thy God continually." "Blessed is he that heareth Me, watching
daily at My gates, waiting at the posts of My doors." Such shall not
watch and wait for nothing. David panted, "as the hart panteth
after the water brooks." Hear his cry, "My soul thirsteth for God,
for the living God. My tears have been my meat day and night,
while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God ~" But although
his soul was cast down, and disquieted within him, he said, "Hope
thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him"; nor was it long before he
did have good cause to praise Him. Oh, believer, seek not satisfaction
in earthly things, earthly friends, earthly relations. These are but idols
in the Lord's sight, when we trust in them for our chief support; and
by so doing we tempt the Lord to smite them before our eyes, or
remove them away from us. But," Blessed is the man that trusteth
in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is." Say, then, with Micah,
" Therefore, I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my
salvation; my God will hear me." There may just now be a dearth
in your own heart, a dearth as to the means of grace, a dearth even
in the ministry of the Word; but yet, "My God shall supply all your
need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
IlL F ATNESS.-" And make fat thy bones." The idea seems to be
stnmgth (see R. V.) Now we read, "A good report maketh the bones
fat" (Prov. xv. 30). And what report is good like the Gospel ~
That is good news indeed! "Blessed is the people that know the
joyful sound: they shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy counte·
nance. In Thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in Thy
righteousness shall· they be exalted." Truly, there is nothing else but
the Gospel that can make the soul "fat and flourishing." And as the
bones are the strength and support of the body, to have them made
fat must signify strength, establishment, vigour. It is good to have the
heart "established with grace." The Gospel is indeed "a feast. of fat
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of
wines on the lees well refined." Oft-times when going up to the house
of the Lord, we have had sweet anticipations of what the Lord is
preparing there for us, and have said as we went along, "My soul
shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness: and my mouth shall
praise Thee with joyful lips." 0 precious Jesus! "He shall feed
His flock like a shepherd." Therefore, 0 my soul, "wait on the
Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thy heart; wait,
.
I say, on the Lord."
And surely the believer needs thus to have his bones strengthened.
How weak we are in the best things! What weak hands require to
be strengthened, and feeble knees confirmed! Like Israel in the
wilderness, how soon we give up all for lost, imagine our God has left
us to perish, and so fall to murmuring and complaining. All this surely
betokens. great weakness, and shows we have need that the Lord should
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speak to us as He did unto Daniel, and that, too, with the same
power, "Fear not; peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong.
And when He had spoken unto me, I was strengthened" (Dan. x. 19).
My soul, thy wrestling is " not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." Therefore
thou needest "the whole armour of God," and to "be strong in the
Lord, and in the power of His might."
The Hebrew signifies to set Fee, to make active, to quicken; When
morbid humours are removed from the body, when the marrow of the
bones is healthy and vigorous, how active and buoyant it makes the
man! And what need, beloved, we have to cry with the Psalmist,
c, Quicken me; quicken me "! Oh, to feel a joyful liberty in Ohrist's
service! How glad we are when we can say with the Psalmist, "Thou
hast loosed my bonds "! But our text also speaks ofIV. FRUITFULNESS.-" And thou shalt be like a watered garden."
Almost every house in the East has a garden of some sort. It is
quite enclosed by surrounding walls or buildings, and therefore is
strictly private. There trees and vegetables are cultivated, and there,
above all things, is the marble tank of water. VAN LENNEP and other
travellers inform us that this reservoir of water is most highly prized.
It is sometimes square in shape, sometimes oblong, sometimes octagonal,
and generally has a fountain-jet in the centre. These tanks are often
very tastefully cut and ornamented. Around them is usually a grassy
lawn, which is shaded by a vine trained over a trellis above. To spread
a carpet here, upon which to sit cross-legged at meals, or to sip coffee,
is considered the greatest Oriental luxury. The tank is used by all
the family for bathing frequently, and also for watering the grass and
the plants.
Now this is the image employed by the Holy Ghost in our text, and
it sets forth the fruitfulness and spiritual enjoyments of the true believer.
A garden is for fruit and for delight; and a watered garden, in the
East especially, where rain is not frequent, is sure to be both fruitful
and delightful. "I am the Vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth
in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit." Ooncerning Jacob's favourite and honoured son, it was said, "Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over
the wall." A garden to be fruitful must needs be the subject of diligent care. "Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the
issues of life." What are the admonHions, beloved, of the Holy Ghost
by the aged Apostle Peter ~ "Giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and
to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Ohrist. . . . .
Give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do
these things, ye shall ij.ever fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Ohrist." Beloved, the "if" here is not intended as a
condition, as though our final entrance into heaven depended upon our
2 K 2
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diligence. No, it is' rather a description of character. Our salvation
does not depend upon our diligence, but much of our comfort does.
Diligence in heavenly things promotes our fruitfulness, and this
increases our joy in God. And now, lastly, we have in our textV. FINAL PERSEVERANCE.-" And like a spring of water, whose
waters (ail not [ma1'gin, lie, or deceive]." The Apostle, in the passage
just quoted (as well as the other Apostles, and the Lord Jesus Himself)
states that the saved are those who continue unto the end. Yes, indeed"Grace will complete what grace begins,
To save from sorrows, and from sins;
The work that wisdom undertakes,
Ete~al mercy ne'er forsakes."
Reai grace in the soul of any chosen sinner is "like a spring of water
whose waters fail not." It will not lie or deceive. We do not believe
in offered grace, which they say may be received, and then sinned
away again. This is not what the dear Redeemer said to the woman
of Samaria-" The water that I shall give him shall be in him a well
of water, springing up into everlasting life." Grace, then, divinely
implanted and freely given, is an exhaustless spring, because"Fresh supplies each hour I need,
While pressing on to God."
Therefore says the Psalmist, "All my springs are iu Thee. " We read
of the ancient people that "from thence they went to Beer; that is
the well whereof the Lord spake unto Moses, Gather the people
together, and I will give. them water. Then Israel sang this song,
Spring up, 0 well [margin, ascend]; ~ing [or answer] ye unto it"
(Numb. xxi. 16). Dear brethren and sisters, let us rejoice, inasmuch
as our final perseverance is ensured unto all who are Christ's: "And
the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. As for Me, this is My covenant
with them, saith the Lord; My Spirit that is upon thee, and My
words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor .out of the mouth of
thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever" (Isaiah
lix. 20, 21).
Does any anxious one say, "Yes, I know it shall be eternally well
with those who are His; but am I one of them ~" Dear seeker, do
you not see that the Holy Ghost here says these blessings are for
"them that turn from transgression in Jacob" ~ Does not that
describe your case ~ Can you not look up to God and say, "Lord,
Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that I hate my transgressions
-yea, all sin-and that I would indeed turn from it all to Thee the
God of purity; Thou knowest that I would be made whole, and long
to .be delivered for ever from the sin itself, as well as from its
punishment " ~, Dear soul, then these blessings are yours. The Holy
Ghost, who has made you to see and feel the pollution as well as the
guilt of sin, will deliver you from both by the blessed application to your
heart and conscience of that precious blood which" cIeanseth from all sin."
Guildford, May 28th, 1893.
A. E. REALFF.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
" Who a1·t thou that judgest another man's se1'vant? to his own master he
standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him
stand."-RoMANs xiv. 4.
THE precious truth of Divine calling and claiming is here brought out.
"Ye are not your own; ye are bought with a price"; and that price
being nothing less than the precious blood of Ohrist Jesus, His redeemed
ones become His own property, and are judged and justified in Him.
"He claims an undisputed right
To govern me and mine,"

-.

."

as the hymn-writer says. And who but He has such a right, such
an indisputable claim ~ He who has chosen His servant, elected,
redeemed, bought, justified, washed and clothed him in His righteousness, shall surely claim him His own possession, or peculiar treasure.
And thus realizing and rejoicing in his standing, does the child of
God cry out against his enemy, "Who art thou, 0 great mountain 1
before Zerubbabel thou shall become a plain; and He shall bring forth
the headstone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it."
"Rejoice not a~ainst me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise;
when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me."
The words of St. Paul, in our text, refer to the judicial courts of law
as carrying or losing their case. If their case stands, they are justified
and acquitted; or if otherwise, they are condemned and cast out. "To
his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden 11!p: for
God is able to make him stand." Beloved in Ohrist, when our righteous
Judge descends, we have not to hang our heads in fear, have we ~
Nay, rather we shall lift them up with joy, for He who comes is also
our- Saviour Zond Redeemer, and in Him we shall be judged; by His
merits, and not our sins, shall we be reckoned up; by His grace, and
not our righteousnesses (which to Him are as filthy rags) shall we be
justified. God, indeed, shall make us stand; yea, borne on the everlasting arms, carried on wings of love, His children are holden up, and
placed on a right foundation, on the merits of a living and exalted
Ohrist. The Apostle, as though to confirm the hope in God's dear
children, uses that word of re-assurance, Yea / as though he would
correct himself upon the very thought of their falling; so safe and free
from danger are they in Ohrist Jesus their Lord, that not one of them
can possibly be lost, nor fall finally. "Yea," he says, "by God he shall be
holden up, for He is able to make him stand "-to stand firm, which il>
equivalent to the I,Iebrew word in Exodus xiv. 13, "Fear ye not, stand
still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will show you to-day:
for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no
more for ever."
Fear ye not, Israel, stand still, stand firm in the midst of all these
dangers and seeming contrarieties; stand still, and silent, if need be, "and
see the salvation of the Lord." Oh, what a lesson that is to us 1 When
a cloud of depression or danger appears ready to break over our head,
when trouble of one sort or another overtakes us, what is our first
thought? Alas! too often, I fear, it is ho.w best to run out of it, how soon
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to. escape it! to pray against it; and ask for its removal! In this matter,
mme own heart condemns me, yet have I never had a trial but what He
~as made me to feel and suffer on the most tender point, nor has it been
lIfted from me, until, I trust, He has accomplished His purpose in and by
that trial to His child. Stand still, beloved, and wait; wonders will be
wrought and wrought for thee; therefore stand still and watch, even
seven times, if He keeps thee waiting so long for the arising of "the little
cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand," according to promise. Watch for
thy God to work, whether it be for temporal or spiritual mercies; wait on
thy Lord; be silent to Him while He moulds thee. Bid thy faith to sit still,
if it be ever so dark, and wait and watch for the day-dawn. Let it not
be all hurry and bustle with thee! There is too much activity, I was
going to say, of a wrong kind with some members of His family.
Remember that, while Martha was not overlooked, Mary was commended
while she "sat still in the house."
Sitting still, while trouble and
sorrow are surging around us is the hardest of all faith's lessons; but
those who are thus given have their ears opened for the fall of His footsteps; for, never failing His children in the day of trial and hour of
sorrow, Jesus is coming to them, and on His way Little-Faith sits still
and listens for His footfall. If it is a time of trial, may I ask, " What
are you doing meanwhile, beloved ~ Is there a waiting, hearing, longing
heart going out to Him, reminding Him of His own word of promise, "I
will see you again "~ "I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to
you."
Oh, depend upon it, the more we learn of Ruth's 1'esting-" Sit
still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter shall fall "-so shall
we have her satisfaction, " afterward."
There are many exhortations and references to this position of "standing" in the Scriptures.
The priests of the Levites were chosen of God "to stand to minister
in the name of the Lord "-a high honour, a holy service, a divine
calling! And to the "kings and priests" of the Most High also, this
standing to minister is their delightful service and occupation, when
the King calls them to their appointed station in His household, or
sends them forth on an errand unto "one of the least of these My
little ones." And a precious service was connected with the Levites'
ministering. They were ordained to stand to minister " but that was not
to end with the serving of sacrifices, for in 1 Chronicles xxiii.
30, we find praise was included in their service, "To stand every
morning to thank and praise the Lord, and likewise at even." Oh,
that a heart of thankfulness, a song of mercy, may be given us, that
we may "stand up and bless the Lord our God for ever and ever" !
In a time, too, of rebellion and faithlessness to their God, Israel is
exhorted by Samuel to "stand still and see this great thing which
the Lord will do before your eyes"; where by terrible things in
righteousness they should be brought again to see and fear the Lord,
who had, whilst doing such great things for them, been neglected by
and of them. Are we not brought to a standstill sometimes, belovedto a time of considering, remembering, and recalling to mind the abundant memory of His great goodness ~
St. Paul, too, has some precious standing places, vantage ground
from whence we may smile at the enemy. To the Romans, redeemed
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from every conceivable vice, and licentious wickedness, he speaks of
that inward peace, and reconciliation to Jesus Christ, "By whom also
we have access by faith into this grace wherein ye stand." What else
could have given them a standing in Him 1 What could have reclaimed
them, but free, unmerited grace, when they were running on madly to
their own destruction, unmindful of themselves or the God that made
them ~ He further exhorts the Ephesians also to stand clad in God's
armour, having overcome all in Him their King, and to realize with
the Colossians, that "ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of
God." Furthermore, in several other of his epistles we find him enjoining the saints to "stand fast in the faith"; "stand fast in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us free"; "stand, fast in one spirit," and
to "stand fast in the Lord." In all these texts we see how the right
source and cause of their standing is traced. They stand, since God hath
made them upright. They stand in Christ Jesus their Head. They
stand together, man and the God-man; the sinner justified, pardoned
and exalted in His Person, covered in His robe of righteousness, and
clad in the garments of salvation.
How preciously does J ehovah show us, in the fortieth chapter of
Isaiah, how His people are the uppermost theme. The chapter commences and ends with them. In His spiritual or natural creation, there
is still the same motive at work for Zion's good. In His providence,
Israel's Strength and Holy One is exalted in His little ones. In His
national dealings, His little flock are remembered and fed from the
Chief Shepherd's hand. In the days of idolatry, their eyes are directed
upwards to the heavens, whose very stars in their host are numbered
and called out by name; by which Israel is reminded, that his way
cannot be hid from his God; and then, bringing it down in His tender
compassion, He remembers the fainting ones-ones of no might-and
bears them up in the precious promise, "But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and
not faint."
Thus we see our precious and exalted standing in Christ
Jesus. We are safe in Him. Our confidence is the sheltering in the
Rock of Ages, that however much our foundation may be shaken, and
we. are to be uprooted from all our eartWy holds, yet His foundation
shall never be removed; and when, by His providences, He often
knocks us off all else, it is to show us our firmer planting on the
eternal, immutable, immovable Rock of Ages.
Thus we stand, and in Him shall be made to wait more upon Him,
renew our strength in Him; by faith mount up as on eagles' wings,
run the race with patience, walk in spite of daily warfare, and not
faint, going in the strength of Him who is true to His promise; for
"God is able to make him stand." "The Lord upholdeth him with
His hand." And, beloved, go on rejoicing. God is able to give thee
much more than these; He is able to do exceeding abundant above
all we can ask or think; and when thou art most cast down, art
llearest falling, call [on Him who is able to make thee stand; and
remember that soon the summons to "come up higher " shall usher
thee into the presence of Him, in whose presence it will be your delight
R.
to stand and praise throughout the eternal ages.
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EXTRAOTS FROM A FEW OF THE LETTERS OF SYMPATHY
REOEIVED BY MRS. DOUDNEY.
DEAR MRS. DOUDNEY,-This month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE brought
sorrowful tidings to many homes. For more than forty years this welcome
monthly messenger, without interruption, has come to OID'S, my father, the
late WILLIAM SINCLAIR, having been a devoted lover of the Editor. You
have had the honoID' of being his companion and comfort for many years,
and more than any other you have felt the sorrow. May the Comforter
tell you Himself that He careth for you.
I met the Rev. Dr. DOUDNRY in Southampton, and will never forget that
pl·ivilege. He came aboard the La~'go Bay to visit us, and brought books
for the men. His impressive prayer, before the sailing of the ship, gave
strength and comfort to sad hearts.
My husband was first officer of the barque. Since then he too has finished
life's voyage, and we hope is among the "all" who "died in the faith."
He wished to write and tell Dr. DOUDNEY that his books were appreciated
by all on board, and blessed to some.
The loss to our faithless nation of such a faithful shepherd and witness
for the truth is inexpressibly great.
In this extreme north of Scotland, a few miles from John 0' Groats,
thel'e are not a few who love him and mourn with you.
I am, dear madam, yours in sincerest sympathy,
Wick, N.B.
C. T. Ross.
Mr. TOMLINSON, of The Hampshin Post, Portsmouth, says:As I was the last person who had any lengthy conversation with our
dear friend, Dr. DOUDNEY, on the last occasion on which he was out-ofdoors,' you will, perhaps, think a short account of our interview of sufficient
interest for your readers.
I w~s with him on board the boat from Southampton (where I had
met him on many former occasions); and as he insisted on my accom·
panying him in his cab on his way from the pier to his residence at
East Southsea, and he was talking to me freely, I had an opportunity of
both hearing from his own lips the state of his mind, and of observing
his demeanour.
I gathered from him that he had been ill, and that i.t had been deemed
imprudent. that he should tab those water trips which had proved to
him, when in. more robust health, so beneficial. But being, as was
thought, that day (the 24th of March) somewhat stronger, he had
obtained permission to take another run to Southampton and back. On
his entering the saloon of the boat, and greeting me with even more
than his customary heartiness, I was much struck with the change in
his appearance and manner. Although I had received a letter or two
from him, I had not seen him for some weeks; and his physical decline
was vel'y perceptible.
After some general conversation, he told me, with much feeling, that
he had just had a narrow escape from death. While standing in the
road-near the tramway junction, King's Road, Southsea, I think-he
was almost shaved by a passing hansom. Taking up a local newspaper
shortly afterwards, he saw an account of a poor boy killed at Fratton
Bridge, in this town. He contl'asted the case of the poor lad whom the
Lord, in His infjcrutable arrangement, had permitted to be thus injured,
.with the case of himself, around whom his sovereign P.rotector had cast
His shield. He spoke of the recent death of his dear brother, giving
me details, and referring to him with much affection.
Returning. to his own affairs, he told me he had asked the Lord, wel'e
it consistent with His gracious will, to spare him until he could
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arrange a few personal matters. "And the last of these," said he, "was
settled yesterday!"
Of his look, tone, manner; of the tenderness and gentleness with
which he put his hand upon me, and kept it there, as he told me, in
his familiar but graphic way, his touching stories, no words of mine
can convey to you any idea. .Alter the observation above given, he
said nothing on that subject. But I knew what he meant-that now he
was ready.
On reaching the spot at which our ways parted, I left his cab. At
the window we continued our chat for a few seconds, and we then took
a very feeling, and, as it pl'oved, a fina1 farewell.
I left him with the fear, in my own mind, that at no very distant
day, his departure might be sudden. This had been ordered otherwise.
He died that very night four weeks; but after leaving him in the street,
I was never able to see our dear old friend again.
Another well-known correspondent, "IsA," says:God comfort you! I was so thankful when I read of his peaceful,
cloudless death. I always believed that he would indeed prove the
truth of the sweet promise-word, "At evening time it shall be light."
May He who brightened the solemn, shadowed valley for our dear
Editor, gild your lonely path by His own blessed presence, and fill
up the deep void in your heart with His own perfect love-that love
which "passeth knowledge!"
.
I feel that I have lost a dear fliend, though I have never seen his
face; but I trust that I shall see it with" exceeding joy" one day before
the throne, for the sake of Him who died for sinners. "Until the day
break, and the shadows flee away" for ever i'rom your soul, may the
"God of all comfort" keep you calm and blest beneath the shadow
of His wing.
The Rev. D. L. JOHNSON writes:The removal of dear Dr. DOUDNEY is a heavy bereavement to you, an
il'l'etlievable loss to the Church militant, and an inexpressible sorrow to
those who, like ourselves, had the privilege of personally knowing him,
and who deeply valued his friendship and kindness. OID' present consolation is, to remember him, and the faithful, life·long testimony he bore
to the goodness and loving-kindness of the Lord, and to seek to realize,
in some little measure, his happiness and joy in the immediate and unclouded presence of Christ. "In Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy
right hand there are pleasures for evermore."
The Rev. T. E. LAURIE, in loving sympathy with Mrs. DOUDNEY,
speaks of her late beloved husband thus:How many homes will miss him besides yours, for in how many were
his words read with pleasure; but we can
"Rejoice for a brother deceased;
Our loss is his infinite gain";
and it is a joy to know he is "for ever with the Lord."
From Mr. W. S. ROBINSON:I never looked for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE more anxiously than I did
this morning; and my heart has seldom been crushed with a heavier
weight than when I opened it, and glanced at its pages. But what a
peaceful, happy close to his long labours!
How I bless and praise my dear Lord that He so completely scattered
every fear to the winds before He took him home.
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I am glad you have inserted so admirable a portrait of him. Oh, how
I loved him! and how I rejoice in the glorious hope that I shall so~m
meet him again, where our love will be for ever perfected, and partings
be unknown. I l'emember with joy and thankfulness that nothing but
loving words ever passed between us.

Mr. J. BURTON writes as follows:DEA.R MRS. DOUDNEY,-Permit me to tender you my sincere. sympathy
in your bereavement, and to express the hope that, He who has seen
fit to remove the object of your earthly affection, may be graciously
pleased to sustain, to prove Himself the Husband of the widow, and
give strength to say feelingly-

"I know in all that has befell,
My Jesus has done all things well."
No doubt you will, for a time at least, feel his removal keenly, seeing,
as you said to me at your house, on March 7th, .. He was all you had
on earth." I feel very glad I saw him so recently as the date just
named, the day before his eighty.second birthday. I little thought then
that he would so soon be called up higher. He was very feeble, it is
true, but did not seem-as far as I could judge-as if he would die in
so short a time.
You will remember, I daresay, his saying, before I left your house that
morning, "Let us have a word of prayer before you go." He, like
David, .. Sat and prayed to the Lord" (1 Cm·on. xvii. 16).
I could but notice what childlike simplicity characterised his petitions
at the mercy seat. How he prayed for himself, for you, for his family,
for me, and for our country at this critical juncture. I can assure you
I felt it good to hear him pour out his soul's desires to the Most High.
One thing struck me then-it has many times in connection with his
writings in the GOSPEL MA.GAZINE of late years-his many fears respect.
ing the article of death. Perhaps no man I have read of, or come in
contact with, could speak more than he could of the application of so
many precious portions of Scripture. And yet, how many were his fears
respecting the hour of his dissolution. The passage of the J Ol'da.n of
death-in prospect-seemed terrible in the extreme,
Although, as he told me when I saw him on the date named, the Lord
dealt so mercifully and so marvellously in the gracious way He took his
then late brothel' to Himself, yet, he said, these very circumstances
had tended to increase instead of lessening his fears in connection with
his own removal hence.
When I read in Mr. ORMISTON'S letter these words, "No fem's now," I
thought, .. Ab! how like the Lord this is. How many times has Dr,
DOUDNEY contended that the Lord does not leave His deal' ones at the
last without some manifestation of His favour and presence."
,
I have heard no particulars as yet of the last hours of your dear ~ne,
but I feel sure he is now safe in glory.
" Far from a world of gI'ief and sin,
With God eternally shut in";
helping to sing, .. Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in His own blood," &c., &c.
I ever received kindness at the hands of the dear departed one, and
was never more surprised in my life than when he told me, in t~e course
of conversation together, on March 7th, that I should hear from hIm about
Dr, GILL'S Commentary, which I accordingly did, for the six volumes
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came to hand a short time after. I look upon these as a dying legacy
from dear Dr. DOUDNEY.
In conclusion, accept of my sincere sympathy, in which my wife joins,
and also several readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and Old Jonathan in
this locality.
.
The Rev. R. J. NOYES writes:I write to express our deep sympathy with you in your great trial. As
for your deal' husband, our deal' brother in Christ, the Barnabas of the
Church militant for so many years, his troubles are now all over; the
last enemy, which he feared so much, destroyed, and eternal happiness
reaHzed.
We praise God for all the grace bestowed upon him, and for what He
did by him. The Church mourns her loss, but the MaRter-our Saviour,
Lord, and King-is all-sufficient, and His promise is, " Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world."
May He grant unto you the support of His own Almighty arm!

PASTORAL NOTES.
THE TROUBLED BELIEVER.

;::

...

How much a pastor needs wisdom in dealing with different cases
spiritually! A physician knows the great importance of a correct
" diagnosis," or thorough understanding of different cases, and so does a
pastor of souls. Happily, he has not to depend upon himself in the
matter, otherwise he might utterly despair, and fear that he may
make fatal mistakes; but how often he has reason to long for some
measure of the intuition and perception of the secrets of the heart,
which the Apostles, in the plenitude of the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit; possessed, so that he might know the exact condition of each
case with which he has to deal, and then have grace and wisdom
granted to him to speak and to act accordingly. A case which occurs to
my memory may illustrate this. A good and kind-hearted woman, whom
I visited as a pastor for some years, was greatly afflicted; she suffered
so much pain, from some internal disease, that she could get no ease or
rest, and I think that she would have lost her reason if she had not CODstantly had recourse (under medical advice) to the use of morphia. Cases
where this drug is used are sometimes very perplexing, for one never
can tell whether the patient is under its influence or not; and in her
case, the enormous amount which she had to use, as time went on,
in order to produce any effect-enough daily, her doctor said, to kill
three men-may possibly account in some measure for her state of
mind, and for the feelings which she expressed. Her great trouble
spiritually was, that she had lost her hope of salvation.
In days gone by, she had apparently been a possessor of true faith
and hope in Christ, but now her faith wavered, and her hope was
gone. In vain I endeavoured to set before her afresh the chief
truths of the Gospel, the atonement and righteousness of Christ fts
the only grounds of our acceptance with the Father, the efficacy of
His precious blood, &c.; she knew it all, but the knowledge brought
her no comfort. What was the cause of her hopelessness-could she
say ~ Yes, it was consciousness of the utter imperfection of her past
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life, the recollection .of lost opportunities for doing good, &c.; and
comparing herself with others whom she believed to be accepted ana
true children of God, she saw, she said, so great a disparity, that
she could not believe that ever she could be accepted. " You are
looking then, dear friend," I replied, "to your life and to your works
itS the ground of your salvation."
"No," she said, "by no means; I
know that salvation is by faith only, but I know also that faith
must be proved by works, and I have no works in the past, and it
is too late to do them now, to prove my faith." Perhaps, poor soul,
she had more works than she imagined. Was the patience wherewith
she bore her terrible affliction not "a work" ~ was her regular attendance at the house of God, as long as ever she was able to go, and
the interest which she manifested in the preaching there, not a
work ~ I particularly remember her delight at It sermon preached
from the words, "These are they which came out of great tribulation," and the earnestness with which she expressed a wish that she
could hear it again. I think, too, that I know of several acts of kindness shown to the servants of the Lord, acts not large in themselves,
but perhaps large in proportion to her means; were they not works,
and works which were the result of faith ~ Only one thought seemed
to have any effect upon her, but I believe that it was the means of
slightly reviving her hope, namely, that in all probability there will be
degrees in glory; "many mansions," differing perhaps ever-so-much
from one another, and yet the occupants of each perfectly satisfied
and intensely happy; that there will be found the "ruler over ten
cities," who used his" pound" to the best advantage; there will be also
the" ruler over five cities," who used his "pound" with perhaps less sense
of responsibility, and to less advantage; and there will be the believer,
whose work when. tested" shall be burned," and he "shall suffer loss,"
yet" he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire." The dear womau
has long since passed away; I hope that through divine mercy, she
obtained an entrance into the heavenly kingdom; but her case s~emed
to press home the importance of the exhortation, "Give diligence to
make your calling and election sure .
for so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."
THE REl'>IEMBERED SERMON.

How cheered a pastor is sometimes when he hears of a blessing
resting upon his ministry! He knows that the word of God shall not
return void; but it is a great joy to hear of some distinct instance
where it has been blessed, and where it has proved to be "the power
of God unto salvation." Staying for a short time at a small watering
place in the North, I took a walk one evening into the country, and
came to a rather large and new school-house, with the schoolmaster's
house adjoining. Wishing to obtain some information respecting the
roads in that locality, I knocked at the door of the schoolmaster's
house, expecting to find only strangers there; but, to my surprise, the
door was opened by the schoolmaster himself, and I at once recognised
him as a former parishioner, whom I think I had not seen for some
years. We entered into conversation, and he soon expressed himself
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in terms which indicated that he was a decided Christian.. I asked
him--for I had not known him previously as such-at what time he
became a Christian, and what was the means used. "Ob," he said"
do you not remember some years ago preaching a course of sermons on
the Thirty-nine Articles ~" "Yes," I replied, "I do." "Then it was
one of those sermons--that on the eleventh article, about justification by
faith-which was made the means of blessing t,o me." How thankful
one felt, and yet how humbled; for how great is the privilege of so
unworthy an instrument being made use of in any such way! Unto
God be all the praise! After endeavouring to encourage the good man
to use all his influence aright, I left him with the thought, "How wide
may be the influence of one grain of heavenly seed, when accompanied
by divine power! Who can tell what may be the effect of that one
sermon, not only in its influence upon that individual hearer, but through
him upon the children committed to his charge, and through them upon
others also ~ "
Sometimes, on the other hand, one is subject to disappointment on
this point, as in the following case. A rather portly farmer called upon
me one day, and, after a few introductory remarks, inquired, "Do you
remember preaching at such and such a place some years ago ~ I was
present upon the occasion, and I remember the text of the sermon-it
was, 'Jesus wept.'" "Yes," was the reply, "perfectly." And a happy
thought rose to one's mind, "This dear man received, I suppose, a blessing then; the Lord be praised! J, But the happy thought was quickly
dissipated by the next inquiry, "Then you can probably tell me the
exact date of that sermon; I want particularly to know, because I am
engaged in a lawsuit, and an important circumstance, which has reference
to this lawsuit, occurred just at the time when that sermon was preached.
If you can give me the exact date, it may be of great use to me." I
gave him the required information, but I confess that I felt disappointed,
and I thought that pastors generally preached sermons with a higher
and nobler aim than to fix dates for lawsuits!
D. A. DOUDNEY.
ONLY A STEP.
ONLY a step removed,
Not, hushed the pleasant song
And that step-into bliss;
That used to greet our ear;
Our own, our dearly loved,
But 'mid the angel throng,
Sounding more sweet and clear.
Whom here on earth we miss.
Not shrouded in the dark,
Not passed away the love,
But veiled by purest light;
So rich, so true, so pure,
Each safely anchored bark
But perfected above
Now hidden from our sight.
And ever to endure.
Only a step removed!
We soon again shall meet
Our own, our dearly loved,
Around the Saviour's feet.
SARAH G. STOCK,
WE should obey God's revealed will, and then be resigned to His
providential will.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. F. HO ARE, VICAR
OF TRINITY OHUROH, DERBY.
THE Rev. F. HOARE preached his last sermon in Trinity Ohurch,
Derby, on Sunday evening, November 20th, 1892, from the words:
" Woe unto you that desire the day of the Lord! To what end is it
for you 1 The day of the Lord is darkness and not light" (Amos v. 18).
After that time he only helped occasionally in the administration
of the Lord's Supper. On Sunday evening, March 12th, after a sermon
by his nephew, the Rev. F. R. A. HOARE, he came forward to the
lectern and spoke a few words of farewell to his people, before setting
out for the Holy Land.
He read the 121st Psalm, and said he was going forth under th~
shadow of that Psalm, and the same Lord that kept His people could
and would keep him. He never omitted reading that Psalm every day
on his journey, and many of his people also read it daily, remembering'
him in prayer. He found the journey from Jerusalem up through the
country to Nazareth very trying, but greatly -enjoyed his visit to the
Sea of Galilee, and thus speaks of it in the diary he kept:"Orossing a ridge of hills, we come in sight of the Sea of Galilee
and its surrounding mountains. It struck me with peculiar force, for,
as soon as the eye fell 011 the placid lake in the bosom of the mountains,
it seemed to take in and recall all its associations, and there flashed
across the mind a succession of those wonderful scenes which had been
enacted on it and its shores. The Lord had travelled those mountains,
spoken to those rippling waves, preached on those shores, slept on
those waters, spent whole nights on the mountain-top, walked on the
troubled waters of the deep blue sea. Nature itself seemed awed by
such associations, and the very echo of His words seemed to float in
the air, and every spot seemed sacred to the footsteps of the Son of
God. It was on the shores of this lake that Jesus lived, did most of
His mighty works, and spoke most of His wonderful words. It is
full of intense interest. It was the one place I wanted to see. I am
deeply thankful that I have seen it and sailed on its deep blue waves.
It has been through much labour and much weakness, but thanks be
to God for enabling me to surmount the difficulties!"
After enumerating the many works Jesus did on these shores, and
speaking of the cities that have now pa.ssed away, he says, "His
words have not passed away; they are as full of blessing, as full of
life-giving power, as full of healing and freshness, to comfort and to
cheer His poor, tried, sorrowing people here, a.s they ever were. Again
do I thank God for permitting my eyes to see the things that I have
seen. God be praised for all! Hitherto hath the Lord helped me."
This is the last entry in his diary, and was written before leaving
Nazareth. He had hoped to reach home on Friday, April 28th, but,.
owing to increasing illness, was obliged to rest at Venice for some
days. There, it is thought, he contracted malarial fever, to which, on
his arrival at Milan, he quickly succumbed. He reached the lattercity on Thursday, April 27th, and on Friday, the 5th of May, he
passed to his eternal rest, his last conscious words being that hI}
should C'see the King in His beauty-see Him as He is."
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DIVINE IMMUTABILITY.
A SERMON PREACHED AT SALEM CHAPEL, LEICESTER, ON SUNDAY
MORNING, :MARCH 15TH, 1891, BY MR. GAMIDGE.

"But He is in ()'fIe mind, and who can turn Him? "-JOB xxiii.

13.

(Concluded from page 397.)

OH, what a God! "He is in one mind, and changeth not." As it is
said in Malachi, "For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons
of Jacob are not consumed." Sons of Jacob! But am lone of God's
children ~ am I a son of Jacob ~ am I a son of the Lord God
Almighty ~ My dear friends, just look at that word where it is said,
"Remember the word on which Thou hast caused me to hope."
The Lord remembers the word on which He has caused you to hope;
He will rememb6r that word, and you can't give it up. And if He
has called you by His grace, He will give you to feel that you are a
son of the Lord. Aye, but we want it again and ,again renewed in
our experience. "Remember the word on which Thou hast caused me
to hope."
Well, I have a word very often which strengthens my poor soul for
many days, and I sometimes think, "Now I feel sure I shall go to
heaven, I shall not doubt Him again." But let Him hide His face
and I am troubled. But He is faithful. He will never forsake His
beloved people, never will forsake them. Poor tried Zion says, "The
Lord hath forgotten me, and the Lord hath forsaken me." Why, my
dear brethren, it is said, "Thy walls are continually before Me, and
thy names are engraved on the palms of My hands." So that His
people are saved and kept, and they are supported by His infinite
power.
What a God we have to go to! He has all the strength, He
is our Help. What a thing it is to trust in God, who supplies us
temporally and spiritually! It is said in one Psalm, ,. The Lord is
our dwelling-place in all generations" (Psa. xc. 1). And our dwelling
was with Him before all creation, and He will comfort and support
thee, and bless thee from time to time with divine favour, divine
love, divine strength, divine power, divine help, from day to day.
"They that trust in Him [David hath said] shall be as Mount
Zion, whicn. cannot be removed." "He is in one mind, and what
His soul desires that He doeth." "He is in one mind, and
who can turn Him ~ " Who can turn God ~ who can turn the
Infinite Mind ~ who can turn Him ~ All creatures of the earth are
creatures of His power, but our God was never created. No. " He
delighted in Himself when no world was created at all." But it
was according to His own purpose that we are created beings, and
He set His love upon His dear people before the foundation of the,
world.
" He saw them ruined in· the fall,
Yet loved them notwithstanding all."
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"But am I one of the loved ones," say you, "for I feel so wicked 1"
Ay, my dear friends, He has willed that His people should be redeemed
(be saved) from all iniquity, and Christ Jesus suffered upon the cross
for them. Oh, what a God! He has said (1 like my God's words, I
like the words of the Spirit), "I have laid help upon One that is
mighty." Who is that 1 The Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, what did my
Lord have to pass through! "Smite the Man that is My Fellow," saith
the Lord. Oh, what He has passed through to save His dear people
from death and hell! Oh, my dear brethren, what a God we have to
trust to! "He is in one mind, and who can turn Him 1"
I often wish it was more like that in the present time. I wish that
there was more faithfulness and love and one-mindedness among the children of God, and especially among preachers. But the love of my God is
for ever, it is everlasting love; there is no end to it; "He is in one
mind." His mind is set upon His Church, and He will preserve His
Church; He will take care of His Church, in the midst of all their
afflictions, in the midst of all their sorrows; and, whatever they may
have to pass through, He is their support and their strength. And
David has said, for our encouragement, for the encouragement of the
election of grace, "When I am old and grey headed, He will forsake
me not." God will never forsake His people. .Aye, my dear friends,
I often wonder how it will be when I come to die 1 but this is my
support in the house of my pilgrimage, that the Lord has managed
my little affairs up to the present time, and He will manage the
greater, therefore I want to leave that in His dear hands; for Job
says, "Is there not an appointed time for man upon earth 1" (Job vii. 1).
"All the days of my appointed time will I wait till my change come"
(Job xiv. 14). Sometimes I am favoured so with the Lord's presence that
I feel I shall go home; at another time, I am afraid to die. What poor
changeable creatures we are! We are dependent upon the Lord our
God for wisdom, direction, and power, and strength, and grace; for
apart from Him I cannot create a good deed, I cannot have a spiritual
desire, unless my heavenly Father brings me into this place; and He
sometimes brings me into sore troubles and trials, that I cry unto
Him, "Lord, help me!" "My help com-eth from the Lord, who
made heaven and earth." These are the people who know what it is
to be upheld from time to time, and they can trust Him. "Aye," says
som.e one, "I cannot always trust Him." Often, in the dark times, you
cannot. A dear soul said to me the other day, "Aye, it is all dark
with me; I feel as though I am not in the secret." I said, "Can you
give it up 1" He said, "No." "You will do then," I said. "You cannot
give it up. The Lord does not give you up, and you cannot give
it up. He has said, 'They shall be Mine, saith the Lord, in that
day when I make up My jewels'" (Mal. iii. 17). Can you give it up 1
Never! never! Why 1 Because" His saints are in Thy hands."
They are in His hands in all circumstances, in all trials, in all darkness, in all afflictions, in all temptations from the enemy. I know
what the temptations from the enemy are, but "the Lord has come
and lifted up a standard against him, when he cometh in like a flood,"
and I have had cause to say, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him." This is not my power; no! no! It is when. the Lord is with
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me, it i~ when the. Lord speaks with power to my soul, then I can
say with the dear poeL"I can do all things, and can bear
All sufferings, if my Lord be there."
But let the Lord withdraw and hide His face, then I cry out, "Oh
that I were as in months past, as in the days when God preserved
me; when His candle shined upon my head, and when by· His
light I walked through darkness" (Job xxix. 2, 3). "He is in one
mind, and who can turn Him'" Our God is faithful, and He will send
the Spirit again (the Comforter) to comfort you, poor soul; that will
make you trust Him. I want to feel to trust Him in trial, and trust
Him in darkness, when all things go against me, and to trust Him in
the shadow of death, when it shall please my heavenly Father to call
my poor soul to eternal glory; I want to feel that"All shall come, and last, and end,
As shall please my heavenly Friend."
And I hope and trust that it will be well with my precious soul
when I pass over the Jordan. And, my dear friends, the Lord can make
the passage right. "The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want; He
maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside the still
waters." It is God I have to trust to; it is my God! It is not my
power, my strength, my salvation. No. It is the salvation of the Lord
that we stand in, and are upheld by, from day to day. "Blessed are
the people [it is said in the Word of God] that know the joyful sound"
(Psalm lxxxix. 15); and the Lord shall lift up those precious souls that
have been brought down and stripped of all their own righteousness,
which were their own filthy garments; and the Lord shall take away
the filthy garments, and put on the change of raiment. Oh, my dear
people, there is such a change then, and "He that begins the good
work will carry it on." He will never leave it to us. Eh, poor
fearful saint ~ No, however much thou mayest be cast down,
"The weakest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."
It is not left in your hand, it is not left in mine. It is salvation by
grace-free, rich, discriminating, sovereign grace, from first to last; and
:ae that begins the good work will carry it on in every vessel of
mercy, in every ransomed soul that shall be carried into heaven, and
the topstone shall be laid, with shoutings of "Grace, grace unto it."
A,..nd then all the ransomed Church will be at home in glory. Am I
one of them ~ Am I ready to stand at God's right hand "when Thou
for them shalt call ~ "
. I want the living witness from day to day, t~at the Lord careth
for m~, and He supporteth my precious soul; that, having been taught.
by Him to rest my all on the finished work of the Lord Jesus
Christ, He will finish the work.
There is nothing for us to do.
"Why," say you, "what a.re you telling us now ~" "Vhy, I am trying t(}
tell you a little of the fa.ithfulness of my loving God-a little of Hi!}
2 L
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immutability, of the covenant of grace-a little of His love to His dear
people. There is nothing t)f my own.
"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
And may the Lord, in His infinite m,ercy, bless and support thee
in every trial, in every trouble-support thee in the future. We know
not what our future may be; we know not what sorrows we may have
to pass through, and what changes here may take place with God's
people. "This is the lot of God's elect." Here are changes, but, oh
that we may go to that place on high, where no changes shall be,
no death, no sorrow, but "with God eternally shut in." Oh that we
may know and understand in our feelings that we are taught by grace
divine, and are raised from the grave of sin-raised to sit above. If
these are our feelings, if this is spiritually taught to our precious souls,
the Lord will not give us up. No! Why 1 Because He has set His love
upon His people, and "He is of one mind, and who can turn Him 1"
The Lord bless these few poor remarks, and He shall have all the
praise.
TO A TROUBLED ONE.
A FRAGMENT BY THE LATE DR. DOUDNEY.

I GRIEVE, dear brother, at what you are called to suffer; but all is in
the Lord's hands, who, in spite of all our thoughts, dark fears, and
gloomy forebodings, must do right. Nor can anything militate against
that glorious truth, " We know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, and are the called according to His purpose."
We so lose sight of the all-important feature in that precious portion,
namely, the "working together" for good. It is, so to speak, the
compounding-the mixing-the blending this and that together; just
like a doctor intermingling one medicine with another. If the one were
taken without the other, it would do harm, rather than good. So our
great and gracious Physician, with His infinite skill and His boundless love, and His unbounded wisdom, mingles and unites His treatment
and dispensations. He combines and unites with such profound
adaptation as will not admit of the semblance of defeat or failure.
In spite of our puny shortsightedness, creature wisdom (which is
fleshly folly), and carnal conclusions, the Lord will follow His own
course, adopt His own plans, and fulfil His own purposes and
designs. And what is the result 1 Invariably, sooner or later, and,
to the astonishment, admiration, praise, and thanksgiving of His se1£willed, restless, and even rebellious ones, the fasting leads to the
feasting-the bitterness to the blessedness-the trials to the triumphs
-the darkness to the brightness-the gloom to the gladness-the
sigh to the song-the sorrow to the glory-the death to the life-the
hell (in feeling and fear.) to the very heaven of heavens!
THAT is true humiliation which (like a harbinger) makes way for
Christ, and throws the soul at His feet.
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PULPIT GLEANINGS.
Every good gift and every pe1ject gift is f1'om above, and cometh down
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
tuming."-JAMEs i. 17.
THESE words remind us that, ALL THE BLESSINGS WHICH WE ENJOY ARE
DIVINELY GIVEN. Do we need reminding of this ~ Probably sometimes
we do. Are there not some of us, at least, who are sometimes inclined to regard our blessings as a matter of course, and to forget the
gracious Giver ~ If it be so, let us try to do the very opposite. Thd
world forgets, but let not the Lord's children do so. Do we enjoy
many blessings at His hands ~ let us gladly and repeatedly acknowledge
them. Are we deprived of them 1 let us look upward to Him, who is
so fully able to supply them, and we may be assured that we shall
not do so in vain. Observe, they are His "gifts"; they may come
to us in ever so many different ways, but they all proceed from one
source. Hence the expression which the Apostle uses, "Father of
lights." He does not say, "Every good gift," &c., "cometh down from
our Father in heaven," but from the" Father of lights." Seemingly
he had in his mind a striking illustration, namely, all light comes
from one source; there are different kinds of light, and they come to
us in different ways, but they all originated with the Great Creator;
and so it is with our blessings, they are all His gifts. What pleasure
does it give Him to bestow them! and what great and precious gifts
He is able to bestow! Christ Himself is His gift; is not the Father,
with Him, willing freely to give His children all things ~
Again, the words remind us that, No EVIL THING IS DIVINELY GIVEN.
In the previous verses of this chapter, alluding to temptation, the
Apostle contradicts the idea that temptation proceeds from God: he
says, "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God:
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any
man." Good proceeds from Him, but not evil. CALVIN says,
"Nothing is more common among mankind than to transfer
to others the blame of the evils which they themselves have
done; and especially they think themselves then most free from
blame, if they can turn it upon God." Another writer states, "Men
say, 'Who can help it 1 God will have it so.' But whatever God's
decrees . may be, this is certain, and not secret, that He neithel'
infuses evil, nor inforces it. God uses many a persuasion to call us to
holiness, but not a single hint to encourage us to sin." The
permission of evil is a mystery, it exercises many minds, but it will
be explained by-and-by;
" God is Ris own interpreter,
And Re will IDlloke it pla.in."
11

.'

A third thought is also included in the words, namely, DIVINE UN CHANGEABLENESS,-" With whom is no variableness, neither shadow· of turning."
Perhaps the idea in the Apostle's mind was that an objection would be
brought forward, and'some one would say, " Yes, no doubt that was the
case in the past, but things are different now, and God seems to treat
mankind in a different manner to that in which He treated them in days
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of old." "N 0," the Apostle answers, "He treats them just. the same;
there may be an apparent difference, but it is only apparent: He cannot
change, for He is unchangeable, 'the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever;' and His treatment does not change."
Sweet thought for the
believer! He is always the same-the same in His love, His tenderness,
His sympathy, His promises, and His covenant purposes. The same as>
when He pleaded as a Father with Israel His children; the same as when,
the Son of Man, He showed such kindly interest and compassion: "Having
loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end."
"Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye sball find rest unto your souls. For My yoke
is easy, and :My burden is light."
Sweet and precious words! How many weary souls have they comforted and cheered, and how many more will they comfort and chepf
still! Spoken nearly two thousand years ago, they still point to the
world's great need, and show how that need may be supplied, namely,
Rest-in Christ.
The words appear to have two references; 1st, To the entrance upon the;
believe1"s course,. and, 2ndly, To that course itself. Multitudes labour and
are heavy laden, and take all sorts of means to get rid of their
burdens; but for the labour and burden of sin there is but one
remedy, one means of relief, and that is, coming to Christ. " Coming "
is evidently equivalent to "believing," as we learn from John vi. 35,
"He that cometh to Me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on
Me shall never thirst." "Come to Me"! how simple the prescription,
and yet how deeply significant !-to Me, the centre of all power;
"All power is committed to Me in heaven and in earth"; to Me,
the centre of all wisdom: "In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge"; to Me,' the centre of love, as God. Great promise
of a Great Promiser! How sweet the rest which He gives! there is
none like it.
And then the words refer to the believe1"s COU1'se itself. The first rest,
sweet as it is, is soon interrupted, and it needs renewal. How shall
that renewal be accomplished 1 "Take My yoke upon you and learn
of Me!" The" yoke," no doubt, is Christ's service; it is an easy yoke
of service, because He is the kindf'st and most considerate of masters;
but still it is a. definite service, and it must be heartily entered upon
(by divine grace) if we would experience renewed and continued rest.
"And learn of Me." How can we learn of Christ 1 By His Spirit's
aid, in His life and in His teaching. In His life-that wonderful lifeso perfect, so beautiful, so far above anything which we can expect to
attain to, and yet so suggestive for our lives, as to how we would
desire to live. How clearly marked were some of its features; for example,
absence of all self-seeking: when the people wanted to make Him a
king, He went and hid Himself; disregard' of man's opinion; when
He performed some wonderful act, He "would have no man know
it;" and the most intense desire to do His Father's will; it was, as
it were, His "meat and drink." Do not these features indicate to us
the path of rest 1 And His teaching, does it not indicate the same 1
Imagine a person steadfastly endeavouring to follow that teaching
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out-not being anxious for the morrow, but allowing" the morrow to
take thoughts for the things of itself"; fully forgiving every injury,
and returning good for evil; not judging others, but paying special
attention to his own faults; not trying to lay up treasures on earth j
and '.' seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness," inJittle
things as well as in great, day by day ;-surely such an one will know
that the promise is fulfilled, "1:e shall find rest unto your souls."
Ye restless, troubled, weary, heavily-laden ones, may ye experience that
sweet fulfilment more and more, and that as a foretaste of the eternal
"rest which remains for the people of God."

"MAY LITTLE OHILDREN OOME?"
ON preparing the room for an evening service, after school on the
Sunday afternoon was over, one of the children came back into the
room, and said, " Please, teacher, may little childTen come this evening 1"
On hearing this quelltion, the little hYIl?-n came so forcibly to mind"To Him let little children come,
For He' has said they may;
His bosom then shall be their home,
Their tears He'll wipe away.
"For all who early seek His grace
Shall surely taste His love;
Jesus will guide them by His grace,
To dwell with Him above."
How sweet the reminder: when the question was asked, " Who shall
be greatest 1" Our Lord took a little child and put him in the midst
of them, and said, "Verily, I say unto you, Except ye be converted,
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven." What a picture of true humility of heart. What can a
little child know 1 how can such an one answer any deep questions ~
yet there is the example plainly set before us, in verse four of the
same chapter, "Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little
child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven." Not only as a
child, but as a little child. How quieting to the many questions put
forward in the present day, and how sweetly does the same loving
Teacher bring out the same teaching, Matthew xi. 25, 26, "At that
time Jesus answered and said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father: for so
it seemed good in Thy sight.'!
How beautifully had the dear Apostle learned this lesson when
writing to the Oorinthians, "The world by wisdom knew not God"
(1 001'. i. 21). "But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which are mighty" (verse 27); "and,
base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that
are: that no flesh should glory in His presence" (verses 28, 29).
Again, in the Epistle of J ames, second chapter, fifth verse,
., Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this
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world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised
to them1that love Him ~" In the eighth Psalm, also, second verse, " Out
of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast Thou ordained strength
because of Thine enemies." Ob, to come as little children to learn of
Jesus, assured, "If any of you lack wisdom, let Him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
tJim" (James i. 5).
Lord, as a little child I'd come,
Wilt Thou my Tmcher be?
Unfold to me Thy Sacred Word,
Give me simplicity.

Contented just to trust in Thee,
My Father and my FI"iend,
Assured that Thou wilt care for me,
Wilt succour and defend;

And ever as a little child,
That Thou wilt hold me by Thine
Obedient let me be,
hand,
Listening to hear Thy loving
As little ones are led,
voice,
Teach me Thy will to understand,
With true humility.
Feed me with heavenly bread.
So would I take the lowliest place,
Seeking to follow Thee;
A willing learner at Thy feet.
Wilt Thou my Teacher be?
AUNT LucY.

CHURCH CHOIRS.
IN that excellent weekly paper, The Christian, we read as follows:A con-espondent pleads for our insertion of the-following letter, which
recently appeared in a contemporary, headed, "Are Choirs Irreverent?";"People really do not know one half of what goes on in church while
the sermon is being preached, and I think a sUI"pliced choir, consisting
entirely of men and boys, is, as a rule, worse in the matter of behaviour
than a mixed one. Two membel's of OUI" family are at present choristerB
in a surpliced choir, and think nothing of writing notes, eating sweets,
and laughing during the service, while the elder members settle themselves
comfortably for a nap, troubling little about the boys, who relate the
account of any special .• joke" they have bad, when they come home, in
very self-satisfied tones. I have known the Vioar of one of our principal
churches to stop, not once, but many times, during his discourse, in order
to request the choir to make a little less noise. The boy part seem to
think it good fun to be in the choir; it gives them extra pocket-money,
helps to train their voices, and makes them feel very important when they
come into church. No higher motive for giving his services ever enters a
boy's head. Very few of them derive benefit from attending church twice
each Sunday, and often during the week. They do not go in the right
spirit, to begin with. They do not think of giving their services to the
Church or to God, and what is said in a sermon they regard as meant
for the congregation only, their exalted position on the chancel giving
them leave to do exactly as they please. Then, when they come out, they
do so in the same spiIit as they would come from school, or any other
place where they have been held under restraint, glad that service is over,
and that they are free once more."
We hope this is an exceptional description, and yet we fear it sometiIneB
exists, even where the boys are not surpliced.
Alas! observation thrusts upon us the remark, that we fear the
foregoing is too true.
THE EDITOR.
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A MONTHLY NOTE.
THE number of the "May" meetings has become so increased that
this year considerably over two hundred and fifty separate gatherings
were included in the "May Meeting List," and more than half both
of April and June had to be called in to prevent the clashing of too
many large gatherings.
In connection with the meetings of the great Missionary societies it
is stated that, "A more glorious springtide has never favoured this
yearly assembling in London of workers in the Mission field from all
over the world, with their friends and supporters. Although the almost
unprecedented drought gives but little promise of an abundant harvest
in the natural world, the radiant skies and cool, bracing breezes which
have made the Metropolis such a delightful resort during the past few
weeks, have been in full accord with the spirit of hope and enthusiasm
which has everywhere been abundantly manifest. Many of the larger
societies held six, seven, or more meetings, extending over several
days, and old friends from the four quarters of the globe might be
seen day after day in friendly converse, exchanging notes as to the
progress of the work in their respective fields."
It is satisfactory to observe, that notwithstanding the comparative
hardness of the times, practically all the Missionary societies showed
an increase of income for the past year, and some of them a very
large increase. The Baptist Missionary Society raised, for the centenary
fund, the enormous sum of £130,000, a sum which reflects great credit
not only on the energy and perseverance and devotion of the members,
and particularly of those officially connected with this large society,
but on the generosity and good-will of its friends. There was, to be
sure, a deficit in the balance-sheet of the London Missionary Society,
but this was due, not to a decrease of income, but to an increase of
expenditure. In point of fact, the report stated that the ordinary
contributions were higher than ever, but the expenses of the society
had increased by £24,552. This, of course, is a large sum to realize
at,. so to say, a moment's notice. We have no doubt that a little
effort will cover the present deficit of .£5,000. Again, in the Church
Missionary Society's report it was stated that the total receipts for
the year amounted to £282,805, the largest yet recorded, except when
large gifts swelled the receipts in 1882-3 from a wealthy private friend.
This was very encouraging, in spite of the fact that the expenditure
of the previous year was exceeded by £5,000. Altogether, we think
the societies are to be congratulated on the condition of their exchequer and on the indications which they give of Missionary devotion.
What are we going to do with Uganda ~ Give it up to anarchy
and bloodshed ~ We hope not. Special reference was made to it in
the report of the Church Missionary Society, and it was stated that
if Uganda be saved from the terrible fate which has threatened it, it
will have been largely due, under God, and in answer to much earnest
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prayer, to the generous donors of the £16,000 which enabled the
country to hold on until public opinion had matured. Bishop TUCKER
has returned to Uganda, and preached last Christmas Day to a congregation of 5,000 in the new church built by the native Christians.
As we write, the Home Rule Bill is still dragging on its weary
length in the House of Commons. A more mistaken measure was
never, in our opinion, brought forward. It can do no good, and it
might, if passed into law, do an immense amount of harm. When
visiting Ireland, three summers ago, we received the most remarkable
testimony or the beneficial effects of the Land Purchase Acts; through
their instrumentality, rebellious spirits are being marvellously changed
into law-obeying patriots; .entering into possession of their own allotments of land, or small farms, which those Acts have enabled them to
obtain, they are becoming contented and happy, and proud of their
property. Why not let this good work go on uninterruptedly ~ In a
few years' time the result might be really marvellous, and the foolish
clamour for Home Rule might come completely to an end.
The following is an abstract from a leaflet published in Ireland:WHA.T IS THOUGHT OF HOME RULE IN IRELA.ND ?-The capitalists are
against it; the manufacturers ~e against it; the merchants al'e against
it; the industrial community are against it; the professional men are
against it; the loyal men and women are against it; all who have anything
to lose are against it.. The pJ'otestants of Ireland are against it-Episcopalians, over 600,000; Presbyteria.ns and Methodists, over 500,000;
besides Nonconformists of other pel'suasions, an influential and increasing
.
body. (See Census retums of 1891).
We are sorry to observe that, after a prolonged contest, the gates
of the "WorId's Fair" at Chicago are to be flung wide open on the
Sabbath Day. The United States Congress voted a large sum of money
towards the Exhibition on the strict condition that the doors should
be closed on that day; but the promoters of the exhibition have
resolved to charge fifty cents., or two shillings a head, for admission
on that day, and by this means to repay the sum which Congress
voted; and they expect to find that they will be large gainers in a
pecuniary point of view. But what about other points of view 1
What about the dishonour cast upon the Lord's Day, the immense
amount of additional work which will be occasioned, and the depriving
of thousands of hard-worked attendants of their day of rest 1
Another of Dr. BARNARDO'S interesting anniversaries at the Albert
Hall has come and gone. They are certainly most interesting
occasions, and we regret to hear that there is a prospect of their being
discontinued-at least, 80 far as their being held in the Albtlrt Hall lS
concemed-on account of the great expense. They are so admirably
ma.naged, with so much variety, anlil the whole effect is so striking,
that this seems a great· pity. A heart must indeed be hard that can
witness some of the scenes on these occasions without being moved:
the waifs and strays admitted during the 'few previous days in all
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their dirt and rags and tatters, and the contrast presented by the
1,500 well-dressed, clean, and happy-looking children in the orchestra,
joining so heartily and merrily in the sweet pieces sung; the tiny
babies in their neat nurses' arms, from "Babies' Castle"; the stalwart
young men, all equipped for their journey to Canada; the representation of useful trades taught to the inmates of the "Home"; and the
remarkable group of three hundred young men and women, who are
each presented with a small testimonial, in recognition of the admirable
manner in which they have conducted themselves in their various
situations for years past. Altogether, the spectacle i;; an unique one,
and the cause is a most deserving' and noble one.

Ore.

D. A. D.

NEEDED DISCIPLINE.
.. And they feared as they enie1'ed into the cloud."-LuKE ix. 34.

child of God, and dost thou fear and ttemble,
Whilst overwhelmed with this dark, gloomy cloud?
Oh, fear thou not, thy" Jesus" still is with thee,
E'en though the tempest I'age with fury loud.
His lovely form may be completely hidden;
But wait a little while, and thou shalt see
The cloud departing, and thy gracious Saviour
In all His glory will appear to thee.
Yes, soon 'twill pass; then, oh, what joy awaits thee,
For none save" Jesus only" shalt thou see:
His loving presence renders earth like heaven,
And makes us long from worldly joys to flee.
Oh, do not think His love bath ceased toward thee,
Because His hand seems heavy on thee now;
Couldst thou but see His tender heart of pity,
How meekly wouldst thou to His chastenings bo"'.
Thy tears are numbered by thy dear Immanuel;
Each pang of thine doth wound His heart afresh:
He bore our griefs, and carried all OU1' sorrows;
His depths of suffering we can never guess.
Thou dost but taste that bitter cup of anguish;
He dra.nk it to the utmost dl'egs for us;
The Holy God is now thy loving Father,
Whose grace and mercy claim thy fullest trust.
He scourgeth every son whom He receiveth,
Not one escapes the needful discipline;
.
He knows how very prone we are to wander,
And how we to our earthly idols cling.
Yes, if we hope to share His love and glory,
Has He not told us we must take the cross?
Count it all joy if thou art called to suffer
For His dear sake, who came to save the lost.
Come then, dear child, e'en though He seems to slay thee;
Oh, fully trust His tender love and powei': .
"Fear not," He says, .. for I am ever with thee,
.
Sustaining thee in every trying hour." .
R. E.'
DEAR
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Jfnttstant ~tlltnn.
HARVEST DECORATIONS.

To the Edit01" of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-May I be allowed, through the pages of your valuable
Magazine, to send forth a few thoughts to the readers of it upon the
subject of church decorations, now, unhappily, so universally adopted
throughout the country 1 To me, apart from any deeper meaning, it
has a sickening and saddening effect, knowing how, too often, many of
the willing helpers, always found to the front, are worldly religious, whose
bent is ever to the last esthetic craze, and whose presence, conversation, and deportment in the house of God, would be more fitting to
the ball-room, the concert-hall, or fancy fair. Perhaps they have never
read God's Word, wherein He says to such misled, mistaken devotees,
"When ye come to appear before Me, who hath required this at your
hand, to tread My courts 1 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is
an abomination unto Me; the new moons and Sabbaths, the calling of
assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meet. ing. Your new moons and your appointed feasts My soul hateth;
they are a trouble unto Me; I am weary to bear them. And when
ye spread forth your hands, I will hide Mine eyes from you; yea,
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear" (Isa. i. 12-15). What
a solemn thought that to many, many church workers of to-day, shall
be uttered the solemn words at the judgment throne, "I never knew
you" !
Fruits, vegetables, flowers, mosses, besides corn, all come into the
category of requests at the hands of the congregation, who, poor and
ignorant as many are, think by their contributions they are doing God
service. Recently, a cottager's vegetable show was held in our neighbourhood-a creditable one indeed. One of the exhibitors, a workman's wife, was asked by a friend of mine. what she would do with
such a quantity of cut vegetables afterwards, when, to our grief and
astonishment, she told us they were ordered by the Vicar's wife for
the harvest decorations at St. - - . So these marrows, onions, parsnips,
&c., exhibited first at a show, smoke-dried by the plebeian visitors all
the evening, were, the following week, to be placed at "the sanctuary
steps," to beautify the house of God! Again, surely, come the words
of Holy Writ to our condemnation, "I have no pleasure in you, saith
the Lord of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand."
And the Prophet Micah gives the key of explanation when he writes,
"Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the
high God ~ Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, with calves
of a year old ~ Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or
with ten thousands of rivers of oil ~ Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ~ He hath
showed thee, 0 man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require
of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God ~ " Thus was it that the Lord had respect unto the person of
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Abel and his offering, whilst, in equally divine justice, He rejected
Oain and his, whose offering was a bloodless one.
I am often reminded of Paul's zealous words when the people of
Lystra "brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and would have
done sacrifice with the people. Which, when the Apostles, Barnabas and
Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people,
crying out, and saying, Sirs, why do ye these things ~
We also
are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye
should turn from these· vanities unto the living God, which made
heaven. and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein."
But the plea iI', "We go upon the commands of Old Testament
Scripture, to bring the first fruits as a thank offering!" Sad that it
should be so. They thus expose their own ignorance of God's gracious
plan of teaching, pointing and showing by lights and shadows all that
was so graciously fulfilled in Jesus Ohrist. "When the fulness of
time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons."
We can read for ourselves the different offerings under the Levitical
law; and, to be honest with our High Ohurch brethren, I should like
to know why they choose one kind, and totally ignore the other 1
Why, if the first fruits are offered, should not the burnt offering also
be 1 To speak a little plainly, they seem free to choose the pretty'
part, that part which pleases the eye, and dispense with the plainer
and more difficult burnt offering. For all these sacrifices were no
other than as so many prophecies and figures of Ohrist Jesus, so
beautifully set forth in Hebrews x., under the new dispensation-a new
and living way. "The law having a shadow of good things to come,
and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices
which they offer year by year continually make the corners thereunto
perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered ~ because that
the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of
sins. . . . . . For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins. Wherefore when He cometh into the world,
He saith, Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast
Thou prepared Me: in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sins, Thou
hast had no pleasure," &c. And now that Jesus has come, we rejoice
in the verity of the truth, the substitution of the Gospel for the law
-" He taketh away the first that He may establish the second."
Thus the one offering is made; thus types and shadows are for ever done
away with. All is fulfilled, finished, perfected in Him, and now no
longer needed, yea, no longer acceptable to Him, are these "vain
oblations," Who desires the poor and contrite heart wherein to dwell,
and who in return worship Him in spirit and in truth.
Oould His visible presence be amongst us now, methinks we should
hear His words of reproach again, "Take these things hence; make
not My Father's house an house of merchandise."
And, to the Spirit-taught child of God, these flowers, crosses, and
floral devices are all beside the mark, vanity itself, and they
stand between him and his Lord, a hindrance, and not as is falsely
taught, a help to worship. The eye is tempted to wander over the

,
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sacred edifice to compare this and that decoration; the thoughts are
engaged, mind wandering, heart cold and dead, and the service a
mere form of words. As Miss HAVERGAL has so beautifully written:
" We have come to seek Jesus, to find the Shepherd, 'by the footsteps
of the flock'; we want to commune with Him, and we want Him
to speak to our hearts; we want to be freshly and specially 'looking
unto Jesus,' in all the meaning of that word, and looking away from
all else, looking unto Him. All at once our eye is caught by an
elegant festoon, and a singularly effective twining of a pillar. or
picking out of a moulding, and a most ilharming device on the reading
desk, and a novel arrangement of the panels of the pulpit. It is all
lovely, much prettier than last year, the genera.l effect is good, and
so on. And suddenly we remember what we came for, and we make
a great effort to turn away our eyes and fix them on 'Jesus only' ;
but somehow the electric chain has been severed, other things have
entered in; and when we look up to meet the smile of the 'Prince
of Peace,' we find there has been 'something between'; our eyes
have involuntarily turned away from the 'King in His beauty' to
the passing prettiness of garland and wreath. What have we lost!
But simple texts of Scripture I see no objection to. The dilemma for
the decorators is, do they wish their work to be looked at and
admired, or do they not ~ If not, why put it where it must attract
the eye ~ But if they do, let them remember that the mind cannot
be equally occupied with two things at the same time; and that the
moments spent in admiring gaze on their graceful work cannot be
spent in adoring gaze on the Lord of the sanctuary, the 'altogether
lovely' One."
And to the Spirit-taught child of God, their offering can alone be the
offering of righteousness which shall be found acceptable to the high
and mighty God; and that can only be made in and through the
:person of His dear Son. If such a revelation as is made to the
heart of every redeemed child of our Saviour's love; grace, and mercy,
of His complete and full salvation, then such an one needs· no aids
to worship, but exclaims with the Psalmist in joyful song, " Thou hast
:put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and
wine increased."
.
Sir, you are doubtless grieving with the rest of Zion's witnesses,
over the unhealthy tone pervading the religious community of to-day.*'
There is too much done under the garb of religion, too much excitement amongst the professors of it, and in too many cases the saddening results of all these pagan introductions into our Church of
• to-da)" whilst Rome looks on and smiles benignly at .the success of
the subtle influence of Ritualism in our midst, under the false plea of
"making our services attractive to the masses."
Will you allow me to close with a few remarks taken from a recent
sermon of the late Bishop of Peterborough ~ He says: "We are told
that it was long sermons and unattractive services that kept people
away from church. If you only have attractions, if you only please

* Yes, grieving indeea;
deceiving.-ED.

\
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because it is all so Christ-dishonouring and soul-
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the people in the manner of your service, and only give them instructive and attractive sermons, you will always have your churche&
full. One suggests short, another striking, another amusing sermons,
full of anecdotes; another bright music, another short services,
another great services, as if they kept a show and were trying
to attract customers. Attracted by great services! Were they the
attractions of great services that gathered together those disciples
on the first day of the week, in the upper chamber, in fear of their
lives from their enemies 1 Were they attractive and bright services
that gathered together the slaves and and outcasts of the great Roman
capital, as they gathered in fear and trembling in the Catacombs to
break bread ~ Were they bright and attractive services that caused
the Scotch Covena.nters of old to go out and worship God on the wild
hill-side ~ Were they bright and attractive services that caused the old
Huguenots to gather together in secret chambers, dreading lest the
sound of their hymns should reach the ears of the cruel and licentious
soldiery of a tyrant king ~ No; what gathered these men together
was this-they felt that the life they needed for their souls they could
find nowhere else, and they felt they must perish if they could not
obtain it; and this it was that drew them together for communion.'f
"They that worship Me must worship Me in spirit and in truth."

R,
THE' RAPID GROWTH OF RITUALISM.
we are constantly drawing attention to this fact, we are
deemed alarmists! and they say, "Oh, it will all come right; why not
be easy about it ~" Let those who live in this "fools' paradise 11 take
notice of the following facts from a recent number of The News:Archdeacon F ARRAR, in his exhaustive speech, shows us the rapid g~'owth
of sacerdotalism.

BECAUSE

Sacerdotal churchea
'"
Churches having vestments
Churches having incense
Churches having altar lights

In 1882. In 1892.
2,581
5,042
336 1,029
9
177
1,581 2,048

Onejourth at least of all our churches would thus seem to be sacerdotal,
No wonder the Bishop of Sodor and Man was able t,) mention cases
which he had personally known, where three hundred and fifty Churchmen had gone over to Dissent, and two hundred families had joined
the Presbyterians. What else, in fact, can we .expect? Faithfulness to
true Church of England teaching, as Bishop ALFoRD points out, must
forbid parents and others allowing their families and those under their'
influence to attend churches whel'e "sacerdotalism" is not only, as the
Bishop of Gloucester said, "undermining the National Establishment,"
but undermining the Scriptural principles of true religion. Where there
are Evangelical Church pastors in the same town, of course, true
Churchmen may find a partial remedy: but what of the countless
villages where there is no choice?
',; ]fQr,mypart, I si.ncerely believe that this painful state of things. has
been, greatly !Ldvanced by many of the Evangelical Churchmen, w
called, not preaching the distinctive d(jctrines of gm,ce.'. They have
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pandered to the people, dishonoured the God of our salvation,
disregarded the work of the Divine Spirit, and brought about a
withdrawal of blessing from on high.
We quite agree with the Rev. THOMAS DAVIS, Vicar of St. John's,
Harborne, when he says:We cannot look round on the present position of the Evangelical
party in the Church of England without seeing that she has lost her
cohesion, and consequently her power and influence. The reason of this
is not far to seek. Our enemies can see where it lies. The Church
Times told us a little while ago, that since the Evangelical party had
given up its adhesion to the distinguishing and distinctive doctrines of
grace, she had lost her cohesion. These doctrines-this system of
doctrine, if you prefer-were the very life of the Reformation, both on
the Continent and in England; they formed the back-bone of the Puritan
theology; they came to the front when God graciously revived His cause
in our land in the last century; they occupy a large place in the best
theology of to-day, and it is only by a return to this system that the
one legitimate school in the Church can ever regain her rightful hold on
the country. Mounted again on the" white horse" of pure doctrine, and
pure practice, she shall again "go forth conquering and to conquer."
God grant that this may be the case. We cannot believe the Lord
will much longer let the enemies of the truth have it all their own way;
a reaction will come, as it has come again and again in the history
of the past.
"The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, He shall stir up
jealousy like a man of war: He shall cry, yea, roar; He shall prevail
THE EDITOR.
against His enemies."
A REMEMBRANCE.
OF a sudden there came to my recollection an incident of some sixty
years since occurrence, that presented itself most vividly, and at the
same time opened up a state of things of the most marvellous description.
I cannot enter into particulars. Suffice it to say, it was coupled with
one of the most astounding deliverances ever experienced in my career.
The more I consider the facts in their varied detail, the more am I
amazed in the contemplation, and the more clearly do I discover
evidences of the watchful Eye, the preserving Hand, and the Almighty
Power of the Lord Jehovah. His encompasing arm, His preserving
power, His delivering mercy, at such a juncture, and under the most
critical circumstances it is possible to imagine, fill me with amazement
• and adoring wonder. Well may I, of all creatures, exclaim"Oh, for such love. let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak."

D.

WHEN we arrive in yonder land of light and see Him as He is, we
shall be ashamed of the highest conception we had of Him while here

below.-Newton.
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GLORY·LAND.

BY A YOUNG DISCIPLE.

,L

"In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prqJare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will corne again, and receive you unto Myself; that where
I am, there ye may be also."-JoHN xiv. 2, 3.
., THIS is not our rest: because it is poluted," but we seek cc an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away ,,_cc an
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." Even at this
glad season of the year-the time of the singing of birds, and of the
appearing of flowers upon the earth-we are forcibly reminded, not
only how fleeting are the moments of our career, but how transient
are all the pleasures and associations of this mortal life. Springtime,
then summer, autumn, and winter. Do we really comprehend the vast
significance of these divisions-the seed-sowing and the reaping, the
preparation and the results 1 We are all, more or less, acquainted with
the agricultural routine-the labour of the farmer in tilling the ground,
the great pains bestowed and patience exercised, in order to insure a
good harvest and a satisfactory ingathering of fruit. We all know,
too, somewhat of the care and calculation of the builder, in making
and securing a firm and solid foundation, so that a permanent structure shall be erected. And everywhere, in the commercial world, are
we brought into contact with the fact of how great an importance· is
attached to seeming trifles, and what minute attention is paid to
apparent details, which are but the grand essentials to all our worldfamed inventions, achievements, and mechanical enterprises. But is it
so in the spiritual world 1 Alas! alas! what cold indifference prevails
respecting that appertaining to our never.dying souls' eternal interest.
How many are living without God and without hope in the world;
la.ying up treasure "where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal," forgetting that they are only stewards,
and must shortly render an account of their stewardship.
"This is not our rest"; and yet are we at all concerned regarding
the condition of our inmost soul, as being in a state of preparedness
to receive the good seed at the bountiful hand of the Great Sower 1
Has the ground been furrowed by a God-given repentance for and on
account of sin 1 Have the stones of creature-pride and the refuse of
pharasaic righteousness been cleared away by the wonder-working
operations of the Holy Ghost 1 If not, "Woe unto thee, Chorazin!
woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works which were done
in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment than for you."
Are we building npon a rotten and sandy foundation-raising our
hopes and centreing our confidence upon merit, works, or aught outside
and apart from Christ, the everlasting Rock of our salvation 1 Then
it shall be discovered, to our cost and utter dismay, the winds of
fiery trial shall blow; the rain of Divine scrutiny shall descend, and
our self-reared edifice must fall, and "great will be the fall thereof."
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Have we ignored the divinely-appointed simple way-the A B C of
the Gospel ~ Are we virtually saying, "Are not Abana and Pharpar,
rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel ~ may I not
wash in them, and be clean ~" Do we kick at complying with the
conditions laid down for our guidance, "Enter ye in at the strait
gate; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: because strait is
the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it" ~ Oh, if we are marking out our own path, and
running our own course, sad I-woefully sad !-is our position. But if,
having learnt the lesson of truest humility, we can exclaim" I the cbief of sinners am,

But Jesus died for me,"
how blessed a state and experience is ours; and oh, what joys await
us! "In Thy presence is f1tlness of joy; at Thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore."
We have said that, in looking around us, we cannot but be solemnly
reminded of the fading and passing nature of all our present associations. The flowers, now bright and beautiful and fragrant are quickly
withered and gone; and, "As for man, his days are as grass; as a
flower of the field, so he flourisbeth. For the wind passeth over it,
and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more." Our
pleasures a,re fleeting, our joys are but of. short duration; and that
and those we love dearest and best soon pass away. But can we Dot
discern, amid all the solemnity of our surroundings, the still small
voice, "In My Father's house are many mansions. . • . I go to prepare
a place for you" ~ Thanks be unto God, His children do recognize
these accents of love, and are ever and anon responding. One and
another and another, with whom we have oft-times been privileged to
hold sweet and blessed Christian fellowship and communion, have
triumphantly testified, "For me to live was Christ, and to die was
gain;" whilst, as "victors through the blood of the Lamb," they have
fallen "safe in the arms of Jesus;" and we ask ourselves, "Who shall
be next~"
"One must be first, but let us all
Prepare to meet our God!"
A dear disciple, some short time since, after well-nigh two years of
suffering, peacefully entered into her everlasting rest. She has departed
this life to take her place in the mansion "prepared from the foundation of the world." Shortly before she died, with a supernatural
expression of countenance-a bright, heavenly smile-her eyes were
fixed above, as if penetrating the glory-land, with the veil of the
temple drawn aSIde, and, in an ecstasy of delight, she exclaimed, "Sa
nice! so nic~! let me look again!" and the spirit left its earthly.tabernacle to be "absent from the body, present with the Lord." "Weeping
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morqing." 4nd what
tongue can tell or pen describe the joy of that morning, "when the
mists have rolled away," and we awake with the likeness of Christ;
When we shall behold Him, not "through a glass darkly," but "face
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to face;" and when we shall not only see Him, but be like Him, for
"we shall see Him as He is" 7
"And when in heaven we meet,
Our dearest friends to greet,
Now gone before;
Oh, what a gladsome day,
All sorrow passed away
For evermore!"

.-

"But can it be tnat some poor, trembling sinner despairingly cries,
" Ah! that's not for me. There's no hope for me; I'm too bad.
When an innocent child, it might have been all right; I used to
attend Sunday School, loved the sanctuary, and was never happier in
my life than when kneeling by my mother's side to say my evening
prayer. I've had much to do with the world since then, and have
become contaminated by its influence. I never feel good now; in fact,
I have almost come to believe everybody to be as bad as myself.
I can't help it. I would like to feel as I once did j sometimes I try;
but the more .I try the worse I grow, and I've arrived at the conclusion that I'm lost-that my case is hopeless now" 7 Fellow-sinner, is
such your honest and candid testimony 1 Do you, in sincerity and in
truth, desire to "flee from the wrath to come" 7 Have you relinquished
all creature claims, and are you brought to feel that you are totally
undone 7 Then hearken to the words of Jesus Christ Himself, as spoken
jO'/' ymL, "I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance,"
and, "Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out!" If you
have tried to be good in and of yourself, know that all YO!L1' doing
must end in failure. It must be a coming unto Him" Just as I am, without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee,
o Lamb of God, I come!"
Does the Lord incline you so to come 1 "My son, My daughter,"
He says, "Give Mp, thine heart." Hence be the submissive language
of your penitent, contrite spirit"Nay, but I yield, I yield,
I can hold out no more;
I sink, by dying love compelled,
And own Thee conqueror."
And this work of grace wrought in you, sO surely shall you know
somewhat of the glimpse of the glory-land, and, having received the
kiss of reconciliation, shall experience that "peace which passeth all
understanding," which the world can neither give nor take away.
GOD hath such
never suffer such
secures from the
Nothing can save
grace is.-Jacomb.

love to truth, and to gracious souls, that He will
to perish eternally. Grace merits nothing, yet it
greatest evils, and entitles to the greatest good.
where grace is not, and nothing can damn where
2
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ENGLAND'S DEGRADATION.
THE arrogance and brazenfacedness of the Papacy are fast becoming
a grave menace to our beloved native land. Since the first great error
was committed in 1829, when Papists were admitted to the Legislature
of "this Protestant kingdom," the astute powers at the Vatican have
proceeded, step by step, to recover the supremacy which was lost to
Rome at the time of the English Reformation and at the glorious
Revolution. Under the specious plea of "religious equality," claim
after claim has been urged by the Romanists, and blindly conceded by
the State. The country has been parcelled out by the Pope into
"dioceses," and officered by Papal prelates, bearing illegal territorial
titles; priests have been appointed as chaplains to the British Army
and Navy; Roman Catholics have been selected, over the heads of
qualified Protestants, to the Viceroyalty of India, the Home Secretaryship, the office of Postmaster General, and that of English AttorneyGeneral; and our Governments (Liberal and Conservative alike) have
accredited persons to negotiate with the Pope for the management of
Malta and Ireland; with the result that probably ere long a Papal
Nuncio will be sent to England, and an English Ambassador, in everything but name, will be commissioned at the Vatican. The bold, and,
indeed, insulting, policy adopted by. Dr. VAUGHAN, as successor to the
late Dr. MANNING, is bearing deadly fruit. The Papacy may well look
for important results from the aggressive attitude taken up, on both
ecclesiastical and political lines, by the recently elected Commander-inChief of Rome's forces at Westminster. The latest new departure
adopted by Dr. VAUGHAN, with a view to conquering and ruling thiskingdom, with its 30,000,000 inhabitants, is to place us all-nolens
volens-under the patronage of that apocryphal personage whom modern
Rome has deified-her "Virgin Mary "-with her equally apocrypha}
"St. Peter"! On the 29th of the present month (June) the Roman
Catholic hierarchy, together with a vast number of abbots, priors, and
heads of the various monkish orders, are, we are ail nauseam informed
by the daily press, to conduct a magnificent ceremony at the Brompton
Oratory (an institution presided over by pervert priests from the
Church of Englaud), at which England is to be " dedicated" to "Mary ".
and "Peter." Of course, it matters not a straw in reality whether the
Pope consign England to any personage of his choice, but it is significant
that the day has come when such a function as that above referred to
can be performed in our beloved country, and before High Heaven as
a part of a great scheme to bring us and our children over to the
God-doomed apostasy. In the name of the true faith for which our
Protestant forefathers died at the stake, we protest that, by the grace
of God, we too will die the martyr's death rather than bow the knee
to the mythical "saints" set over us by the Man of Sin, or accredit
them with possessing a shadow of ability to do England either harm
or good. It is time for all Christian people to resist the encroachments
on their liberties upon which the Papacy has concentrated its forces.
Prayer and faith will yet win the victory. God is our hope, who has
promised'--" Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life."
J. OR~nsToN.

~----------------~j
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REMINISOENOES OF THE LATE DR. DOUDNEY.
THE dear Doctor possessed a power-a way-which was rare and blesserl.
I remember thaL seeing two aged ladies sitting on the pier, he
walked up to them, and, in his kindly way, inquired: "How old are
you 1" The ages given, he would respond, "Dear me!" and then
branch into the most interesting details of his own long life, always
bringing in the uncertainty of all earthly things, and the importance
of safety for eternity. In this particular case, I remember, both
ladies were melted to tears. I do not believe they ever forgot that
conversation, and during our stay, as we saw them occasionally in our
walks, there was that softened recognition of pleasure; and when we
were alone," we seemed to read in their countenances the inquiry,
"But where is that dear man of God who did us so much good the
other day 1" But this was only one case among hundreds that could
be given. His remarkable geniality and spirituality of manner and
matter spread blessing around.
"
It may seem too insignificant a matter to mention, but I do so to
show the unselfishness and kindly consideration of that dear man of
He knew that, from medical advice, I was compelled to live
God.
chiefly upon fish and fruit, and was advised to abstain from animal food;
and as there was some difficulty often in getting fish on board these
steamers, he actually asked the steward, as a favour, that he would have
some kind of fish, as he said, "for his friend."
Dear man! It was
his custom in these trips to go to the town-pier, and we joined him at
Southsea pier, always recognising without difficulty his prominent form
and earnest gaze to see if we were coming. As soon as we reached the
upper deck he would salute us with the expression, "They've got fish
to-day, and I have arranged it with the steward." Yes, his every move
seemed to be in the direction of studying others, and giving gratification
and pleasure to others.
We were staying at Weymouth, and I determined to take advantage of a sea·trip to Southsea for the purpose of seeing the dear
Doctor; but, arriving at his home, we found he had that day gone on
one of his favourite trips to Southampton. On his return, learning
that myself and daughter had been, he hastened back again to the pier,
but our boat was out at sea, and, to the grief of both, we missed
one another. This resulted in an appointment, that he should come
to Southampton by his favourite boat, the Solent Q1teen, and meet at
Southampton. We did so; and, through the delay of trains, &c., found
the dear man pacing the deck in anxious readiness for us. We dined
together on board, and there occurred one of those interesting scenes
which were indeed common in his experience. A gentleman had been
dining at an adjoining table, when, before leaving, he walked up to us
and said, "It is Dr. DOUDNEY, I believe. I have heard your conversation with your friend, and I was sure I was npt mistaken." The
Doctor said, "I have not the pleasure of recognising you." "N 0," said
the stranger, "I dare say not; but twenty years ago we met, when,
with kindly words, you put a small book into my hands in parting.
That book was made a great blessing to my revered mother, and to
my sister, both of whom have been some time since gone to their eternal
2
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home." Then came the Doctor's well-known and expressive, "Dear
me !" followed by more kind words, and the stranger departed. Soon
after this it came to the last time we ever saw the dear Doctor on
earth. Oh, what pathos there is in that expression, the last time! and
what memories are revived as we think of it. Well, the dear man
_ of God stood on the upper deck, watching us to the very last as w e ·
left the boat and pier, and with final and mutual uplifting of hands
we saw that noble and imposing form no more.
"'vVe hope to give our readers more of these reminiscences at a future
time.
G. C.
~DrrtstlDnh.enct.

"THESE ALL DIED IN THE FAITH."

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR, and beloved friend in Him, our most glorious Christ,
as dear ARTHUR TRIGGS used to say, when writing for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE,-I remember going in company with a good brother, a
member of DAVID DENHAM's Church, in Unicorn Yard, to hear the
venerable old sainted minister, WATTS WILKINSON, at St. Mary
Aldermary, Bow Lane. I shall never forget that Lord's Day afternoon
in 1839, or 1840 (I forget which). I never heard him afterwards; his
text was, "These all died in faith." Dear old man! He looked as if
he was longing to go up higher. Well, dear brother, he has gone;
likewise brethren DENHAM, PYM, TRWGs, HEWLETT, POYNDER, and
many others, and now our beloved brother, DAVID ALFRED DOUDNEY,
has gone home likewise.
. "Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
They wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, &nd fears"
But where are they now, and what are they doing ~ I can answer
best by quoting the text that I heard the late dear C. H. I::)PURGEON
preach from, the last time I heard him in his own Tabernade, "These
are they which came out of great tribulation. They shall hunger no
more," &c. (see Rev. vii. 9-17). "After this" (vel'. 9). After what 1
After every trial, temptation, perplexity-after every distress and every
bereavement. Yes, and after some precious seasons of support and
comfort under these things; and, best of all, after a sweet and well
grounded hope, built on the Eternal Rock of Ages-washed, justified,
sanctified for the Master's use. After all this, there remaineth a rest
for us, at home with our glorified Head and Brother, Jesus, singing for
ever, "Hallelujah: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." I sincerely
and heartily pray that the dear weeping widow may be cheered with
the feeling that her Maker is her ever-living Husband; and that the
whole of the family may. be numbered with their sainted father, in
glory everlasting. Amen.
I am, beloved Editor, yours sincerely and affectionately,
Chatham, June 8th, 189~
A WEEPER.

1------------------------------------.:...,\
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LETTER TO THE LATE EDITOR OF. THE
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-For some weeks my mind has at times been
greatly exercised about again making a feeble attempt to tell a little of
the goodness of the Lord, as manifested to one of the most unworthy of
all His children, but fears of its not being entirely of the Lord have so
prevailed, that until now I have put it off. I felt much encouraged when
I first read your remarks on page 677 of the October Number, and these
two lines have followed me continually" Why should the wonders God has wrought
Be lost in silence and forgot P"
also, "Them that honour Me, I will honour" ; and I can say, though this
endeavour is with trembling and felt weakness, that I do desire above all
things that honour, praise, and glory should redound to the dear name
of my kind, faithful, and covenant-keeping God, for such continued displays
of wonder-working power, love, and mercy.
In taking up the October Number again to-day, not remembering that
it was the particular one referred to, as containing the remarks aforenamed, I was struck with an irresistible impulse to delay no longer,
especially as yesterday this portion, as well as the above two lines, was
brought to the mind-it seemed almost in expostulation-" Were there
not ten cleansed ~ but where are the nine ~ There are not found that
returned to give glory to God, save this stranger." Hence my reason for
again taking the liberty of addressing you. Oh, may the dear Spirit, the
Great Remembrancer, grant His special help; for the longer I live the
more helpless do I feel, and prove increasingly the truth of those words of
Jesus, "Without Me ye can do nothing."
The GOSPEL MAGAZINE continues, through the blessing of our God
upon it, exceedingly fruitful and profitable to my soul, and many are the
rich morsels, and" handfuls of purpose," that I am helped to gather from
time to time, particularly when, through afiliction or other causes, I am
deprived of the outward means of grace and the worship of God in
His house. The October Number altogether was eminently so, the
"Family Portion" and other parts testifying of the fact in the underlinings here and there.
It had pleased my gracious God· to hide His dear face, and I had
been left to walk in much soul darkness, spiritual drought, and
bondage; and, withal, trial in providential matters; until I was
ready to exclaim with good old Jacob, "All these things are against
me"; and, with David, "I shall one day perish by the hand of this
Saul." But on the 8th it pleased my precious Jesus to come leaping
over all these mountains, and with His own bright beams, dispel
every cloud, putting a new song into my mouth, even praise to His
dear name, and to vouchsafe complete deliverance, both spiritually
and providentially. Oh, how soon, when He, the altogether lovely,
appears, does the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose. How the
soul mounts as on eagle wings to her nest in the Rock of Ages, and
then how small does everything of earth become, that is not fragrant

.
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. with the smell of His garments, or hallowed from a sweet sense of
coming direct from the all-providing' hand of our Father.
For several days I was helped to draw near and hold sweet and
sacred communion with my Best Beloved, and through His drawing
power was enabled to walk in the daylight of His countenance. The
following Sabbath was a day of great enjoyment in the services of
the sanctuary; we were favoured to hear a greatly beloved servant of
Christ, whose ministry has been most precious, sound, solid, and
savoury food to my soul, on many happy occasions. I allude to dear
Mr. T. CARR. He read that beautiful l07th Psalm, which has since
'been many times made a blessing to me, it is so truly descriptiye of
my experience. At times on the mountain top of spiritual enjoyment,
basking beneath the bright rays of the Sun of Righteousness; anon,
down again in the depths of trial, affliction, and sorrow, What a
mercy that so He bringeth them to their desired haven, Being His
way, His leading and guiding, it must be the only good and safe path
for us; and, in our right mind, we would not have a thing altered,
but leave ourselves to His all-wise and absolute disposal, wen knowing
that infinite wisdom, everlasting love, and almighty power are engaged
on our behalf, as we travel in our pilgrim pathway through this vale
of tears. But, oh, when faith is beclouded, evidences sealed, hope
languishing, and difficulties pressing on all sides, how timid and
frightened we become, and how

~.

7

" The heart shrinks back from trials
That the future may disclose;"
but as we are brought on and into some of the dreaded circumstances,
we find the promise true, that we are neither left nor forsaken, and
that as our days so is our strength. Those words had been sealed
home by the Spirit, "There shall be showers of blessing," and day by
day I found them verified in a marvellous way and manner. I was
then in very low. circumstances, yet none but my heavenly Father
knew it; and as each day, for nearly a week, brought some fresh
token of His 'unceasing care and wonder-working power and love, I
was melted down at His dear feet in adoring wonder that such grace
should be shown to so poor and vile a creature; and I did call upon
my loul, and every power I possessed, to bless His dear name for thus
loading me with His peculiar favours, as my diary testifies. This was
soon succeeded by other perplexing circumstances, which made me "cry
to, the Lord;" and, though they were not removed, yet grace was
given to, in some measure, triumph over them, chiefly through the
application of Isaiah xliii. 4; and, ob, the "I have loved thee"! I
think I can never forget the power and sweetness realized just about
that time, which would be toward the end of October.
The Magazine was made a great blessing. The "Family Portion" being
so exactly suited to my then condition, it led the mind out (or rather
I believe the Spirit did, through its means) in great admiration of
the infinite wisdom of our covenant God in causing this and that
circumstance to so blessedly blend, harmonize, and dovetail; this has
often caused me to regard the loving-kindness of the Lord in a striking
and marked degree, especially in connection with the Magazine. Some-

"

Tile Gospel Magazine.

487

times I have not been able to read it until the middle or end of the
month, and then have met with just the suited words of comfort for
the exact present need, which, because of not being in the same condition, could not, at any other time, have been so suited and adapted.
Again, sometimes I begin at the end instead of the beginning, and as
my time for reading is very limited, do not get to the" Wayside
Notes" and" Family Portion" until later, and they have many times
been just the words for that particular time. I do love to "observe
these things," and thereby, in some humble measure, by the Spirit's
teaching, "understand the loving-kindness of the Lord." It is He alone
who can teach us to profit and give wisdom, and so instruct the
heart as to gather from the daily events of our lives the comforting
assurance that my life's minutest circumstance is open to His eye.
Nay, all ordered and arranged in covenant love, purpose, and faithfulness. This also with the Word has frequently caused me to bless
aud praise my God for the amazing fulness it contains: no matter
what the state, case, or circumstances, there is something to meet it;
and it is marvellous how the soul is led to just the right and fit
portion, either by direction in searching, or application to the mind.
This has been my blessed experience in numberless instances. But to
proceed as the divine leadings of my God have of late ordered for me.
Shortly after this, it pleased the dear Spirit to open up to the mind
a fresh view of the faithfulness of my God. I was led to take a
retrospective view of the way the Lord has led me, particularly since
I have been affiicted for the past fourteen years with spinal weakness,
caused by a fall down stairs, and other suffering; and, L both in grace
and providence, the wonder-working power of my God, and His
unchanging faithfulness, filled me with adoring gratitude, love, and
praise.
Here let me say, for the comfort and encouragement of the dear
writer of "Lights and Shadows of Pilgrimage," &c., that her account
of the Lord's leadings and dealings has been made a great blessing,
and I am thankful to the dear Lord that He constrained her to
record some of His mercies to her and hers. How truly could I
endorse many of her statements, and how often has my heart been
drawn toward her in Christian love and spiritual unity. Permit me
also to say how truly I sympathise with dear Mr. ORMISTON, and
Mr. and Mrs. ROBINSON, particularly the latter, in her so affiicted
state.
My heart has been earnestly drawn out to the Lord on
their behalf; oh, may He whisper home His own gracious consolations:
Done can comfort the sad, depressed, and desolate spirit as He can, in
His own time and way. If it be His sovereign will, I pray that
restoring mercy may be vouchsafed. I think the times are indeed
solemn for the true Church of God, so mauy faithful ambassadors
removed or laid aside, and the foe in advance on all sides.
Oh, may your efforts be richly blessed for the upholding of our
Protestant faith and your faithful warnings be regarded.
But to return. I soon found that this experience was the forerunner
of fresh trial, and in preparation for it, it was as if my heavenly Father
said, "I am about to dry up a stream, but you still have the fountain;
look back all the journey through, and,when I sent you without purse or

488

The Gospel Magazine.

scrip, lacked ye anything ~ " This has many times been spoken home,
and answered, too, of late, with, "No, no, dear Lord, Thou hast ever
been the same anchanging, all-sufficient Friend." Shortly after this, for
nearly a week, day by day, this beautiful hymn was continually on
the mind, or rather, the first three verses were" 0 Lord, I would delight in Thee,
And on Thy care depend;
To Thee in every trouble fleeMy best and only Friend.

" When all created streams are dried,
Thy fulness is the same;
May I with this be satisfied,
And glory in Thy name.

"

"Why should the soul a drop bemoan,
Who has a fountain nearA fountain that will ever flow
With waters sweet and clear?"
On the Saturday morning following, I received the sad information
that my greatest earthly stay was removed by death. It came with such
a shock. I had almost daily been expecting to receive an order from
her; had no knowledge of her illness, and wondered why she was so
long silent. I said, "Oh, Mrs. B - - is dead!" And instantly it
came, "The Lord liveth"; which so calmed and quieted the mind.
For many years the Lord has enabled me to, in a great measure,
supl?ort myself by doing all kinds of fine art and fancy needlework.
This I can lie and do; and during the last six or seven years, I think
I may say, that nearly, or quite, half the orders received were from
the deceased lady, and it seemed to take away every earthly prop at
a stroke. She was really the only one on whom I could depend for
work, though the Lord has opened the hearts of many others to send
me orders; yet none were like her. I was wonderfully helped to cry
to the Lord, and ask Him to appear for me; and that portion in
Habakkuk iii. 17, was powerfully upon the mind, also 18th verse; and
at times I was helped to joy and rejoice in the God of my salvation.
I was then from home on a visit, and, as there was no pressure for
bodily needs, diP. not feel it as much until my return home, when
difficulties met me on all sides, with a new aflliction added; and at
times my heart has sunk, and my soul has been cast down within
me; then again the Holy Spirit has applied this and that portion to
the mind with much power, such as-" Said I not unto thee, that, if
thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God 1" " Thy
shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy days so shall thy strength
be." "I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward." "Oall upon
Me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify Me." "Prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if
I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it." "I will
bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in
paths that they have not known; I will make darkness light before
them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them,
and not forsake them," with others of like preciousness, and my soul
has been drawn out in most hallowed communion with my precious
Jesus; and I have talked with Him as friend with friend, telling Him
that, first and foremost, I wanted daily more grace to keep me near
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Himself, and for this life (with dear RUTII BRYAN), that the cost and
consequence of the journey is His, and begging of Him to give me
faith to trust and triumph in Himself. This has truly been answered,
and at times I have so been helpeu to rejoice in the God and Rock
of my salvation, that I could compare it b nothing else but faith
transcendently triumphing above every difficulty and perplexity, and
resting itself OIl God alone, and almost rejoicing in the mysterious
pathway, as a means for a fresh display of Almighty power. Then,
again this power has been withdrawn, and I proved myself weaker"
than a bruised reed, and, like Samson, when shorn of his locks, utterly
helpless and cast down; but even this has been profitable, for when
hope has again revived, and faith been strengthened, and I could again
rejoice in the Lord, it has made me confident of its source, and I
have gone on again like a giant refreshed with new wine, through the"
power of the Holy One.
Now, ere I close, I want to bear testimony once more to the faithfulness of my promise-performing God. Though I have scarcely had any
work, yet, up to the present moment, my needs have been abundantly
supplied, and showers of blessings have literally fallen upon me; some
of them from quite unlooked-for quarters. Three times, funds in hand
have nearly (not quite) run out, and fears began to rise, when, 10, just
at the right and needed time, fresh supplies have come in, none knowing
the need but my heavenly Father. Oh," The Lord is good; a strong"
tower in the day of trouble, and He knoweth them that trust in Him."
Yes, indeed, He does know, for He Himself first gives the faith, or
we (1) should never trust to, or for His honour. Oh, I want to rest in
His word, which cannot fail, and hang only upon Himself, knowing,
that"He that has made my heaven secure
Will here all good provide;
While Christ is rich I can't be poor;
What can I want beside P"
Praying for you much of the precious love of our Jesus sweetly shed'
abroad in your soul, and every needed grace and favour, with Christian·
Yours in covenant bonds,
love, believe me,
" Jamu£TY 10th, 1893.
A SPARROW ALONE.
REGRET.
I AM perfectly ashamed of myself when I contemplate all the Lord"
has been pleased to do on my behalf. When I consider the age towhich He has spared me, the support He has vouchsafed to me, the
preservation He has wrought on my behalf, I am perfectly astounded.
This feeling is so enhanced, when I rl'collect the numberless fears of
which, from time to time, I have been the subject, the deliverances
so marvellously wrought on my behalf. If, moreover, I contrast my
position with that of others, and think of their surroundings, or thetrials they have to bear, and the difficulties they are called to encounter,
I can but exclaim, "Why me, Lord ~ why am I allowed to escape such
trials and afflictions ~ " Surely" The lines are fallen unto me [and that
most undeservedly] in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.'r
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR FRIEND,-I was indeed glad to know that you had
..accepted the editorship of the Magazine.
As I have often read your
pieces before, I feel sure that you will, by your writings, help forward
many of God's children in their pilgrimage to the Better Land.
The
GOSPEL MAGAZINE has always been a great help to me, and though I
.ca~lllot read much, through failing powers, still I never take it up in
-vam.
I am thankful to say the Lord is richly blessing the work.
We
continue to receive many tokens of His presence.
I daily experience
.and prove the truth of those blessed words, "I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee"; and, "I will instruct thee, and teach thee in the
way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye."
I was deeply grieved to hear of your sad bereavement. Will you kindly
.accept my deepest sympathy ~
The following testimonies have lately come to hand:FROM A SAILORS' MISSIONA.RY.
Many thanks for monthly parcel and its valuable contents received
.'yesterday. My mind was much impressed by seeing the black border on
-the cover of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, indicating that its aged Editor had
passed into the glory land to be a guest, and for ever in the presence of
·the King, whom he so loyally served and loved while in this vale of
·tears. He is now"Far from a world of grief and sin,
With Christ eternally shut in."

.1 trust his mantle may fall upon one of the Lord's anointed, to take up
the work and carry it on until the Master shall say, "It is enough; come
up higher." He has obtained the victory through the blood of the Lamb,
and is now joining with the white-robed throng in singing the everlasting
song, and casting his blood-bought crown at the Saviour's feet, and
.<lrowning Him Lord of all. Though he has fallen asleep, his works follow
him, and he will speak through the printed page to many souls. Now that
he is glorified, may we follow him as he followed Christ. I trust all his
surviving ones may be filled with all consolation througli Cill'ist Jesus.
FROM A NAVAL STATION.
Many thanks for box and also for monthly packet; they will soon be
scattered far and wide. May an unction from the Holy One rest upon
them. That they will be used of Him, so far as they are in accordance with
.His mind and will, we ought not to doubt; how or where, we may never
know in this life; but that is not our business; results, that is, apparent
J:esults, are most misleading often-times. It .is OID'S to plant and water
;faithfully, and there our responsibility ends; but we know His Word is
.~sure to prosper, and therefore we may have the "joy of harvest," though
we see no ripening grain.
Praying that God will guide and direct you in your new undertaking,
.and with very kind regards,
Believe me, my dear friend, yours very sincerely in Him,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.

1, WiUon Place, Salisbury,

J~Lne

10th, 1893.
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EOHOES FROM NETLEY OOTTAGE.-To R. O.
My DEARLY-LOVED FRIEND IN THE LORD,-To-day I have received
the parcel of tracts, gathered together for our patients by your dear
.glorified mother, and thank you most heartily for them. It was kind
indeed of her to think of my poor people when so ill and sUffering
herself, but there is ever sweet solace in service for our Lord-the
serving one is always rather a gainer than a loser. It was sweet to me
,last night to dwell for a few moments on this, when reading the first
few verses of Isaiah xliv., with my dear people. "Yet now hear, 0
Jacob My servant," &c. There is peculiar preciousness to my mind in
those words, when one thinks of that "now." Something infinitely
gracious, if we notice the last verses of the previous chapter; tender
-expostulation is found in verses 22-24; marvellous grace in verse 25;
.kind admonition in verse 26; and the last two verses remind both of
-original sin and actual transgression. "Yet now hear, 0 J acob My
servant." It is something akin to what we have in chapter fifty-seventh,
-eighteenth verse, "I have seen his ways."
And what ~ Will punish
him 1 Nay! "And will heal him." Even now He acknowledges the
service of His J acob. "Ye serve the Lord Ohrist," saith the Apostle.
"Truly I am Thy servant," saith the Psalmist: Thou hast loosed my
bonds."
Blessed be our God, if He ever looses the old bonds, it is to serve
Him. And oh, what sweet privileges belong to that service. "If any
man serve Me, let Him follow Me; and where I am, there shall also My
servant be: if any man serve Me, him will My Father honour" (John
xii. 26). It is ours to serve in His presence now, and to have the
blessed anticipation of shortly being with Him for ever! And the
Father honours us day by day by admitting us to His presence, and
attending to our petitions.
It has been very comforting to me to notice the different reasons
He gives why we need not fear. In chapter forty-first, tenth verse,
"For I am with thee." Verse 13: "For I will help thee!" "I will
hold thy right hand."
If He leads us by our right hand, He must
needs have His right hand free to protect us. Is not this the figure 1
In chapter forty-third, first verse, "Fear not, for I have redeemed
thee; I have called thee. Thou art mine!" And in chapter forty-fourth,
second verse, "Fear not, for I will pour water upon him that is
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground." Here we have the assurance
of covenant communications being granted, so we need not fear lest
our religion should die out. I think the latter part of verse three
is specially encouraging to godly parents-how often He is gracious to
some at least of their offspring; and when He pours out His Spirit,
they must "spring up," and a greater or smaller degree of assurance
is granted to them. "One shall say, I am the Lord's!" Blessed full
assurance of faith! Oh, how my soul loves to be raised up to that!
Another can only call himself by the name Jacob. "'Worm Jacob,"
he says, "I am." Blessed be God, alive, though only a crawling
worm. And yet another surnames himself by the name of Israel-a
pleader and a prevailer-one who can say, "I sought the Lord, and
He heard me."
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Dear friend, you will be wearied with my scrawl. These morning
and evening readings are often very refreshing to my own soul, and
many are the testimonies of blessing received by the Lord's living
ones; and now and then we are favoured to see a soul born again
under this roof. The enclosed I received only to-day, from a dear
woman, who was in a certain amount of legal bondage because she
could not reach the standard of perfection preached by so many now.
I have had comparatively little conversation with her, but the Lord
hath blessed His own Word.
I shall be glad, if He permit, to send again a few "Echoes from
Netley Cottage," possibly in letter form, as I 'have but little time for
writing; however, if He will, I shall be glad again to contribute my
mite to this treasury, if it is worth anything.
I have now, among other patients, a dear child, aged nine years,
sent from C--. Two days after she came two sisters developed
diphtheria, and the next day a brother. I was telegraphed to, to have
the child examined. I lived for a day or two in fear of my patient's
developing the dread disease. Happily, she did not. Indeed, daily I
feel thankful, more so than I can tell, that the Lord was so merciful
to us. Last evening I heard that the third .child was taken home.
All three died within a fortnight. The dear mother says, "I can only
say as your mother said, 'I was dumb, for Thou didst it.''' Both
parents are gracious people, but my heart does go out in sympathy
for them. I have not been able to tell the little one of this last
death. It grieves me to see her bright eyes fill with tears, while her
little heart strives to say, "Thy will be done."
Again thanking you and your dear sister most sincerely, with much
Christian love and sympathy to you, your father, and sisters, believe
me to be,
Very affectionately yours in Him,
K.B.
SANCTIFIED AFFLICTION.
is a tarrying love as well as succouring. It is in the school of
sanctified affliction that the believer learns his own nothingness and
God's all-sufficiency. It may be you have a heavy cross, but Christ
Jesus bears it for you. His shoulders bear it, and thus you are not
crushed under its load. He sees you need that cross. Who can tell
what you would have been without it ~ The removal of it may be
the taking away of your greatest mercy and blessing. It may be you
have sickness. He "Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses." He remembers you are but dust. It is all to untwine your
heart from blighted objects, and make you cling alone to Him. He
walks over the rough waves of your troubled sea, and whispers, "It
is I."
The sympathy of Jesus is a covenant provision for the tried
people of God. If He withhold His sympathy, the pillar of the temple
would fall. He is the Messenger of the Covenant, and must bring
sympathy. Who delivered you out of your last trial ~ It was Jesus,
your sympathizing Saviour; and this same Jesus, through all your
pilgrimage, will be your Guide, even unto death.-The late Rev.
F. Hoare.
THERE
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A C1itical Lexicon and Concordance to the English and Qi'eek New Testament. By the Rev. E. W. BULLINGER. London: Longmans, Green,
and Co.
THIS valuable work scarcely seems to be as widely known as it ought
to be. VIre have found it extremely useful, and therefore we gladly
give it an additional notice. It is the result of a very large amount
of careful research and patient labour. It gives, in the clearest possible
way, the exact meaning of all the words' which are translated from the
original Greek vers~ons in our English version of the New Testament,
and in many cases reveals new beauty and force in them. It can be
readily understood by an English reader who knows nothing of Greek,
and, so far as understanding the true meaning of the words of the
New Testament, it places an English reader who will carefully study
it, almost upon the same level as a profound Greek scholar. The
author says in his preface:The design of this work is to give every English word in alphabetical
order, and under each the Greek word or words so translated, with a list of
the passages in which the English word occurs, showing by a reference
figure which is the Greek word used in each particular passage. Thus
at one view, the Greek word, with its literal and derivative meanings,
may be found for every word in the English New Testament. The great
importance of this will be at once seen, when it is stated that the same
English word· is used in the translation of several Greek words. For
example, if the word "come" may, in thirty.two passages, be represented
by as many Greek words, it is surely most important for the Bible
student to know which is the particular word in any given passage, and
what is its meaning. It is clear that many useless arguments would be
saved if it were known precisely what is the exact meaning and force of
t·he words. The Ohristian would not confuse his "standin~" with his
" state" if he knew that in Ephesians i. 6, the word" accepted" denoted that
which God has made us by grace, "lovely and acceptable," and that in
2 Corinthians v. 9, "We labour, that . . . . we may be 'accepted' of Him,"
denoted simply, "well-pleasing." He would sce at once, that we do not,
and need net, labour to "become accepted," but that we do laboui' to
" please" Him "well" because we a1'e accepted.
When it is further stated that such an important word as "ordain" is
used as the representative of ten different Greek words, "destl'oy" of
ten, "condemn" of five, "to minister" of eight, "holiness" of five,
" receive" of eighteen, "say" of eight, "know" of six, "judgment" of
nine, and "judge" of six, it will be seen at onca how necessary it
becomes that we should know exactly the shade of meaning to be given
to the word in any particular place.
Stories

Indian Wigwams and Northern Camp Fires. By EGERTON
R. YOUNG. London: Charles H. Kelly.
A MOST interesting account of missionary work in the far North, by the
same author as that of the book which we noticed last month, namely,
"By Canoe and Dog Train." We append some extracts:A beautiful story is told by one of our earlier Indian missionaries of a
'Proud and powerful chief who, under the preaching of the Gospel,
became de~ply convicted of sin. Trembling under a sense of his guilt, he
j1'01n
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came to the missionary and offered him his much.prized belt of wampum.
to have his load of guilt removed. When told that the Lord did not
want this offering, he went away very sad and depressed in spirit. Soon
after he returned, and offered his favourite dog. "These are not what
Ohrist wants," said the missionary. Again he went away sorrowful; but
after a time he returned, and offered his wigwam and family. The
faithful missionary, who saw the struggle thajl'was ,going on in his heart.
refused for his Master even these, saying ,that "the Saviour could not,.
accept even these as a sacrifice for sin." The poor convicted, half.
despairing Indian then threw himself down upon the ground, and, lifting
up his tearful eyes, exclaimed, "Here, Lord, I can do no more. Please
. take poor Indian, too." The answer of peace and pardon was not long
in coming.
Many more delightful instances could be given of the Gospel's power
to save the poor Indian. We give more fully in detail the story of the
conversion of Joe. It has been made a blessing to many. We trust the
placing it here on record will cause it to be a stimulus and blessing tomany more. How true it is that it is not always that the greatest
results for God are obtained when the surroundings are most favourable.
The crowded, enthusiastic audience does not always yield the greatest
number of converts. How often has it been seen by the faithful minister
or devoted Sunday-school teacher that their work seemed specially owned
by God, when under difficulties and discouragements they sacrificed self
and personal comforts to be in their place and do their duty.
Many can look back to some cold, wet Sunday, or other apparently
unfavourable time, from the human standpoint, when, because they were
in their place, precious immortal souls were influenced by the truth, and
an exalted Ohrist became their personal, conscious Saviour. Little did I
dream, as I stood up before the little company on that Dakota prairie.
and preached that short, simple sermon, that it was to be one of the
successful sermons of my life.
The last Sunday we spent on the prairies, on one of my missionary
journeys, was the hottest day of which I have any recollection. The fierce
sun seemed to beat down upon us with tropical heat, and we all felt
more or less prostrated by it. We had been travelling with our horses
for nearly thirty days over these wonderful fertile meadows, and, as
became us as a party of missionaries, we rested on the Sabbath Day, and
in rotation held religious service.
Among the members of our party were two Sioux Indians, who had
induced our leader, the Rev. GEORGE McDoUGAL, to permit them to join
our band. Their wish was to leave their own country, and to go
and join the Indians on the gI'eat plains of the Saskatchewan. And
perhaps it was felt best by them to get away, ere a worse evil should
befall them; for doubtless they had been seriously mixed up, or implicated
in the terrible Sioux war which had raged a short time before, in which
hundreds of whites had lost their lives, and a large region of country
had been desolated. With but one of these Indians we have to do. The
only name by which he was known to us was that of Joe. He was a
wild.looking fellow, and yet had quite a knowledge of the English language,
which doubtless he had picked up in the frontier settlements in times of
peace, or when he was employed as a guide by hunting parties on the
plains. But he hated the white man's religion, and generally spent the
Sabbath in strolling off, with his gun on a shooting excursion.
This hot Sunday, however, J oe felt the heat so oppressive that he
stretched himself out on the grass on his back, and, with his old hat
over his face, tried to sleep. The spot he had selected for his i·esting.
place was only' a few yards in front of my waggon, and doubtless he
had taken this position from the fact that, as I had taken charge of the
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service the previous Sabbath, it would be held this day somewhere else,
and so he would not be troubled by it. When I stood up to begin,
Joe partly got up, as though he would depart, but whether it was the'
prostrating heat or not, he dropped down again on the grass, and looked
up at me with his glittering coal.black eyes with anything but friendliness.
As I saw him remaining there for the first time at one of the public
services, the thought came," Now, may be this'is the only opportunity of
saying anything that will reach J oe." So I lifted up my heart and
prayed, " Lord, give me a message for the poor Indian warrior and hunter,
that will reach his heart. Help me to deliver the message with such
simplicity and plainness that, even with his little knowledge of English,
he may understand it." And with that thought or wish uppermost in
my mind, I conducted the whole service, and preached the divine word.
The service closed as usual, and each did his best to comfortably and
restfully pass the remaining hours of the sweltering, oppressive day.
Soon afterwards. the party separated, some going westwards, a
journey of 1,200 miles, whilst Mr. and Mrs. YOUNG returned to their
home, 400 miles directly north. Joe went with the former party, and
long afterwards Mr. YOUNG was told thatA few days after they had left Fort Gal'l'y, while Joe and one of the
young gentlemen, a Mr. SNIDER, who was going out as a mission teacher,
were walking along the trail, Joe began asking some strange questions.
"Mr. SNIDER," said he.
"Well, J oe, what is it?" was the reply.
"Didn't that young missionary tell lies when he preached that sermon
that hot Sunday?"
"Why no, Joe; he told the truth."
"But did he not tell a big lie when he said the Great Spirit gave
His Son Jesus Christ to die for the Indian as well as for the white
man ?"
"No," was the answer of the pious young teacher.
"But did he not tell a great big lie when he said the Great Spirit
loved white man and Indian alike?"
" No, J oe; God is no respecter of persons."
"But-but-did he not tell a great big one when he said that the
Great Spirit had prepared a fine place for all, Indians and whites, if
they would be good and love Him?"
.
" No, J oe; that is all true, and the best thing you can do is to accept
it and believe it."
Other conversations were held with the Indian, and he said at last,
"Well, if I could believe all that that young minister said that hot
Sunday was true, I would become a Christian."
When they reached the far.off mission station, Joe, instead of going to
the plains and joining the wild, warlike, horse-stealing bands, settled down
at the Ohristian village. He was thoughtful and interested, and by-andby became a decided and thorough Christian man. His life was so
changed that all who met him were conscious of the fact. No one
seeing him then would have imagined he had had such a history, and
that he had ever been guilty of such crimes as were imputed to' him.
A couple of years or so afterwards, that terrible scourge, the small-pox,
broke out among these western Indians. It was supposed to have been
brought among them by some traders from Montana. The havoc it wrou!!'ht
can hardly be over-estimated. Being to them a strange disease, they did
nothing to arrest its ravages1 and in sullen despair, without even an effort
at isolation, let it literally mow them down by thousands. Whole villages
were nearly annihilated. It got. into the home of the Rev. GEORGE
McDoUGAL, and three loved inmates died.
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During the sad afHictions at Mr. McDoUGA.L'S, my good fIiend, the
teacher, had been stationed many miles away at another miilsion, and
was doing good service for Christ among the Indians. He-Mr. SNIDER
-has since fully entered the ministry, and is a valued and useful minister.
When he heard of the sorrows and calamities that had assailed the
missionary's household and the Indians around, he hurried down to be
as he was, a help and a blessing. One day somebody came in and told
him that there was a 1)001' dying man outside the Indians' wigwams, who
wanted to see him and had a message to leave with him. Mr. SNIDER'S
sympathetic heart was at once interested, and he hurried out. He went
down the path, and just as he was getting over the fence, he saw the
dying man. His first thought was that the man was dead; but seeing
there was still life in him, he said, '" Are you the man who sent 101'
me?"
" Oh, yes, Mr. SNIDER, I sent for you. I could not die until I left you
with a message. Thl':;r told me you had come, and I was so glad."
"Who are you?" said Mr. SNIDER, for so terribly had the small.pox
seized him, that the missionary had not been able to recognize him.
"I am J oe," said the dying man.
.• Oh, Joe, is it you? I am very sorry. Can I do anything for you?
Can I bring you a drink, or help you back to the wigwam?"
" No!" s1id the poor fellow; "but I want to leave a message with
you. I cannot see you, but I can see Jesus, and I shall soon be with
Him."
"Why, of course, I will take your message, J oe. What is it?"
"Well, Mr. SNIDER, if ever you see that missionary who preached that
sermon that hot Sunday, will you please tell him for me that that
sermon made me a Christian. You remember, I thought he was telling
lies; but you told me it was all true, and now I have found it to be so.
You: know I have tried to live right, and have given Him my heart, and
now I cannot see you, but I see Jesus, and shall soon be with Him,"
And thus he talked, and soon after he died in sweet and simple faith
in that Saviour who would light up his pathway through the valley of
the shadow of death, though his bodily eyes had gone, through the
disease.
Years passed away ere I heard of Joe's message to me, and of his
happy, triumphant death, and that he looked back to that simple, plain
talk on the beautiful verse, the sixteenth of the third !chapter of
John's Gospel, as the time when the good resolution to be a Christian
first entered his heart. Doubtless very much was owing to the faithful
words which were uttered by Mr. SNIDER and others. Still there was a
time of seed sowing, and it seemed to have been that day, apparently
the most unlikely when allY permanent good would be done.
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The Story of John G. Paton,' m' Thirty Yea1's amongst South Sea Cannibals;
told fm' Young Folks. By the l{ev. JAMES PATON, RA. London:
Hodder alid Stoughton.
is an edition of JOHN PATON'S interesting autobiography especially
written for our young folks, and it is well written too. It is profusely
illustrated, and is an admirable book to place in hands of our boys
and girls.
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