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CALMNESS AND CLINGING.
" Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him. . .. And the Lord
shalt help them and deliver them " He shalt deliver them from the
wicked, and save them, because they trust in Him."-PsALM xxxvii.
7,40.
THE calmness of grace leading to the clinging to the Lord, this
. it is that strengthens one's faith and brings us inward solace and
peace; and it seems to us that this very precious frame of
mind is especially brought out in the Psalm before us, telling
as it does of the exercise of a patienoe and confidence in God,
when there is much around us and in us to cause disquietude
and distress.
"Fret not thysel!," is the opening expression of this Psalm.
Oh, dear friends, have not you and I fretted and worried? but
the Lord has appeared for us, and we have realized this inward
calming. Perhaps at the opening of the day we have gained a
sweet melting of spirit under some portion of the Word. It has
seemed so suitable and salutary, and we go forth to the day's
duties under its savour. Alas! we have no sooner got into the
world's pressure, when something comes to annoy and irritate us
-possibly an unkind word, a cutting remark, or even a false insinuation. Shall we resent it? shall we put on the spirit of the
man and silence the enemy? No! for there comes to us the
calm of grace; we look upward, and, like the Master, determine to
answer" not a u;orcl." In such trust and clinging we gain our
point, and have realized the spirit of the language we have referred
to at the opening of this Psalm, "Fret not thyself because. of evil
doers, neither be thou envious of the workers of iniquity. For
they shall soon be cut down, and wither as the green herb. . . . .
And the Lord shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light,
and thy judgment as the noonday." And He has too. Had we
resented, and uttered language unbeooming our character as
2 c
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Christians, we should have proved an exhibition of weakness; but
looking up, and leaning upon the Lord, He has given that calmness of grace which has restrained us, and we have realized an
abundance of peace in Him. We have known cases where this
inward support and resting in the Lord in quietness and. confidence
has resulted in the worldling becoming astonished at us, and if
they hate our religion, they respect us for its results. "I hate
your religion," said an ungodly master to a poor Christian man
known to us, "but you are the best workman I have in my
employ." That's it, and I am positive grace does make the best
workman. I know full well there are cases of professing Christians
becoming far from true to their profession, and the world says,
"There's your Ohristian!" and they are jubilant over his fall and
failings.
Another thing that will bring to calmness of spirit under trying
circumstances is clinging to the Word of God, and let it speak
and answer for us. A dear man of God I knew, but who has
long since entered his eternal home, was what we may call a
man of the Bible. We took sweet counsel together, and often
walked together to the house of God and various religious
meetings. He invariably took his Bible with him and as the
speaker opened his mouth, our friend would lay his Bible open
upon his knees. If anything was advanced that he did not
consider would square with the truth, rapidly would he turn
over the leaves of his Bible and point me to a passage that
repudiated the error; or, on the other hand, if a precious truth
was uttered, as rapidly would he turn to a passage to
substantiate it. He had, as we say, the Bible at his very
fingers' end, and at all times and under all circumstances it
spoke for him. And this reminds me of another case I have
heard of, where a Christian minister had in his parish a deaf
and dumb Christian. He would go to his home and hold
converse with him in this way. He would write down a
question on a slip of paper, which the deaf and dumb man
would answer by pointing to a passage, making the Word speak
for him while he could not speak for himself. For instance, the
visitor would say, "Is Ohrist precious to ymt .2 " Immediately such
a passage as this would be pointed to, "Unto you therefore
which believe He is precious." Again," Do you feel your sins
forgit'en .2 " He would lay his finger upon a passage like this,
"Though your sins be as scarlet they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." "Do
you feel anything of union tcith Ghl'ist.'t" He would point to the
assertion, "My Beloved is mine, and I am His." I do think
this is a very blessed way of letting the W01'd speak for us.
Another thing in which the calm of grace and the comfort of the
Word is so precious is when, at the opening of the day, one gets
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such a pressure of care, perhaps from the letters by the morning
post, or from some other surrounding cause, that one, in the consequent disturbed state of mind, says, "Oh, I have not time this
But no;
morning for family prayer, or to read the Scriptures."
it will not do. Stop that rush, and go to prayer, and go to the
Word, and we will venture to predict such a calmness will be
realized, and. such a power in the Word felt, as will strengthen
for the day's warfare, and keep things in their proper place. I
do love those lines"Quiet, Lord, my froward heart;
Make me teachable and mild;
Upright, simple, free from at·t,
Make me as a weaned child;
From distress and envy free,
Pleased with all that pleaseth Thee."

.,

One morning, in the unrest referred to, we opened upon the
twenty-third Psalm. Oh, how appropriate clid the words seem to
us: "He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He
leadeth me beside the still waters." Yes, we thought and
felt, the precious truths and doctrines of the Bible are as
green pastures to one's soul, the herbage so fresh-indeed,
ever fresh; and the words of His mouth-for that is what
the Bible words are-Ohrist's mouth, most sweet. And then
to "lie down beside the still waters" of the everlasting love of
the Eternal Three; oh, this it is that brings to a "rest in the
Lord," and a calming of soul and spirit that nothing else can
effect. And if we go thus with the sword of the Spl:rit into the
world, we are strong; if we go without it, we are weak. I wonder
whether the dear reader follows us in such a line of things. We
know some who would think us strange to pen such experience,
but if we are understood by the Spirit-taught people of God, we
rejoice.
And then again, it is very blessed to gain the calm of gmce in
some fear we have of things ahead.
We worry and fret, forebode
and fancy this thing and the other will come upon us, and we
shall be certainly overwhelmed; but, through the goodness of our
God, the dreaded thing never does come to pass. It is like the
waves of the sea: we stand on the shore and see a big wave
coming, but ere it reaches the beach it has spent itself, and
harmlessly eddies at our feet in rippling spray. Oh, I am sure
again and again it is so with our imaginary troubles; they look
so big we think they will overwhelm us, but ere they reach us
they have spent themselves, and we remain untouched and
unharmed. We are not g-oing to say that it is so with all
trials, and this is a day when they are specially multiplied, and
that so often arising from the state of the commercial world. It
certainly is often disastrous. Olever schemers, with more wit
2 c 2
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than honesty, start companies of all kinds and descriptions. The
capital is put at an enormous sum, and there it stands, but only
on paper. Then shares are issued, and not a tithe of the capital
is subscribed. Still they go on. Accounts are dished up, and
dividends declared, just in the way of tempting more to
subscribe, when there are no dividends warranted; then comeA
the crash, and what is so specially painful is, that many have
been unwise enough to invest their all in such questionable
speculations. Perhaps it is a Christian man or woman that has
done so, and they look upon their little ones around them with
deep feeling; and what we have noticed too often is, that they
charge God with their folly. They say, "We cannot understand
the permittings of the Lord. He moves in a mysterious way,"
And down, down goes their faith, and they become plunged
into misery. But again and again the Lord opens out the way,
bids us fear not, and proves Himself kind and gracious in His
workings for us.
There is another very precious expression in this Psalm we must
not overlook; it is in the fifth verse, "Oommit thy way unto the
Lord,. trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass." Never
was it more difficult for the Christian with a tender spirit to
stand against the trying things of the time; and what with thedevices of Satan, and the deceit of the world, if he attempts to
do so in creature self-sufficiency, he will utterly fail; but if helooks to the Lord for that grace he so much needs, and rolls his
condition and circumstances upon Him, with the cry, H Lord,
undertake for me; it is all too much for me," the writer, for one,
can bear testimony to the fact that the Lord does work marvellously for him, and bring to pass things in a way he never
calculated upon. Sometimes the thought has come, "Oh, I will
tell So-and-so of my difficulty and my trial"; but no, a better
thought has come to him, "I will tell the Lord all about it; I
will commit my way unto Him"; and the results have been marvellous and merciful in his experience again and again. And in
looking around at the world's temptations, and the snares that
abound, and in taking a deep interest in our young- men, especially
young Christian men, oh, how one trembles for them, lest their
footsteps should slide from the pathway of truth and uprightness.
Well do we know it to be a fact, that if a young man gives evidence
of a change of heart, and a loosening from his former companions,
how they deride him-·call him a Doodle, and soft-and it is hard
work to stand against their words. But I would say to our
young men, God's supporting grace is sufficient for every emergency. It is an honour to bear the brand of the Master,
"Despised and rejected of men." Dear young friend, what a
contrast! "Loved and beloved by the Lord." This will makeamends for all. Stand firm; be ye steadfast in the faith, God

The Gospel Magm:ine.

389

helping you. Let the fast young fellows of the day laugh at
you, if they will. Alas for them! you will have the laugh at them
in the day of their calamity.
Another very blessed expression III our Psalm is, "Delight
thyself also in the L01'd, and He shall give thee thy heart's
desire." I do not think that this moans here so much, let
Him be the rejoicing of thine heart, although this is enviable
experience; but, let Him be thy constant resort. Do not do
anything without Him. In all the phases of thy life make Him
supreme, your All and in all. Work as if He were at your
side; and so, indeed, He is-nay, round about us. With such a
panoply we are safe. "Delight thyself in the Lord." Make Him
thy constant dependenc'. Appeal to Him every day and all the
day, and do nothing without Him. Walk with Him. Talk to
Him. Lean upon Him and live for Him. Delight thyself
chiefly in Him. Let nothing gain such an upper position in
thine heart's affections as the Lord. He is worthy of it. " Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy
name."
Society has its delights. Some delight in one thing and some
in another, and often such absorbing is of a very questionable
character; but oh, beloved, let the Lord absorb our thoughts,
our aims, our lives. "The chiefest among ten thousand, and the
altogether lovely." The world's delights are very often saddening
and far from satisfying, and only produce continued unrest and
unsanctified craving; but the Ohristian who delights himself in
the Lord realizes a comfort, a calmness, a peace which the
world knows nothing of; and when He gives us our heart's
desire, in the unfolding of His Word, the sealing home some
precious portion, what hallowed lifting up we gain, and how
little and empty the baubles of earth appear.
Then, again, if the Ohristian can say with heartfelt and soulmelting truthfulness, "My delight is in the Lord," he knows what
it is, as it were, to revel in tlte Lord. Yes, the world has its revellings in earthly pleasures and carnal gratification, but the child
of God realizes what it is with great delight to revel in the
Lord-in His love, in His communion, in His mercy, and in all
the various ways in which He manifests His goodness and favour.
Does one say, "I think you go too far here "'? Do you? Well,
we only go as far as the spiritual Ohurch herself goes, for she
says: ,. He brought me to the banqueting house, and His bltnner
over mp, was love. Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples:
for I am sick of love" (not as loathing it, but eagerly desirous
of more of it). "His left hand is under my head, and His right
hand doth embrace me. I charge you, 0 ye daughters of
Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye
stir not up, nor awake my love, till He please." Surely this
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is revelling III the presence and love of our Best Beloved.
And then note with us the blessedness of the experience conveyed to us in the words of our portion, "Rest in the Lord,
and wait patiently for Him." Rest in the Lord. Be quiet and
let Him work His own will concerning you. Acquiesce in the
dispensation of His providence, for it is certain to work for
thy good and gain. And this does not mean a folding our arms
and becoming as stoics; oh, no! but a firm looking up of faith to
Him, who has promised to support under the trial, and in due time
deliver you from it. It seems to imply a rest in the Lord
without creature murmuring-a patient bearing, and becoming
trust in all that He is ordering for your good. Such a resting
is sure to gain its reward.
It does seem to my mind one of the golden words of the
kingdom of grace and glory-Rest / yes, and in the Lord, for
that is the true source of it. A peaceful assurance that an
will be well-a repose that the world knows nothing of. Oh,
for more of such cessation from self and comfort in the Lord!
That is a sweet expression to our point-" Thou shalt answer
for me, 0 Lord my God." There are heavy and trying times
in our experience, when something has arisen so utterly false
and untrue, and of such a conflicting character, that all we can
do is to remain quiet, throw ourselves into the Lord's hands with
the cry, '" Thou shalt answer for me, 0 Lord my God.' I
cannot answer for myself." It is sometimes hard work to
be thus silent when we know that we are in the right, and
the old man's natural temper rises, the fire kindleth within; but
no! It is a mercy when grace comes to our aid, and we are
enabled to be still, and let the Lord our God answer for us.
And then our passage says, "Rest in the Lord, and wait
patiently for Him." This patient waiting is so precious-now, in
all the circumstances of our time state, and also with regard to
our final hope. Waiting patiently the Lord's summons to the
heavenly home. I think it is a beautiful sight to see an aged
Ohristian woman, with her silvery locks and calm countenance.
She has just taken off her spectacles, to ponder over a portion of
the Word she has been reading, and laying her thin, wan
hand upon the Bible, she looks upward, and as the tear trickles
down her cheek. she says,· "Ready, Lord! Ready, Lord! but
not my will, Thine be done." She has doubtless had many
a fear about death, as others of the Family have; but it is all
taken away, and now she calmly waits for the chariot of Love to
take her to her longed-for home. Such a sight is the best
evidence that can be produced of the reality of true religion,
and may well silence the wretched sceptic and upholder of
infidel principles-principles which will neither do to live by
or die by.
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In conclusion, beloved, I would say, that in life's fresh unfoldings, when from some unt0wMd event we get much disturbed,
aud feel ruffled and rent, aod grant us more and more of this
grace calming, of which we have written, and which seems to say
to us, "Fret not, fear not, faint not:" and while we feel our
insufficiency to meet the trial, and combat the opposition, may
we cling to Christ-commit our way unto the Lord, and
patiently wait for Him to work for us, assured that He will
bring to pass that which shall be for our good, and crown Him
with glory. "The salvation of the righteous is of the Lord:
He is their Strength in the time of trouble. And the Lord
shall help them, and deliver them: He shall deliver them from
the wicked, and save them, because they trust in Him" (verses
39, 40).
" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings o'er your head."
THE EDITOR.

PRAYER FOR GOD'S RESTORING GRACE.

o GOD, my God, my soul would

rise
To where Thou sitt'st above the skies;
Oh, aid my flight and deign to dwell,
Within this clay-built, humble cell.

Pensive and sin-sick, let me come;
Prayerless, behold me from Thy
throne;
Oh for one ray of light divine.
To animate this lukewarm shrine!
" Low, in a low place," behold, I fall,
Help me on Thy great name to call;
Pardon my sins, my wanderings
chase,
Mercy and life are in Thy grace.
If Thou should'st mark with eye
severe,
My coldness in Thy service here,
How shall I look with filial love
To the bright realms of peace above P

.-

But ah! my Lord, Thy fountain
dear
Runs day by day with waters clear,
To heal the sick, to cleanse the foul,
Be this the refuge of my soul.
Here let me come, when sin defiles,
When unbelief obscures Thy smiles,
Then shall my wondering spirit see
The love and grace that dwell in
Thee.
May God the Spirit's unctuous power
Be known and felt from hour to hour,
Bringing to mind what Thou hast
done
For guilty man by God the Son.
Precious Redeemer, heal' my prayer,
Still keep my feet from every snare,
Help me to serve and worship Thee,
The Three in One, and One in Three.
S.H.

INGENUOUS souls have felt the force of the obligations of love and
mercy upon them.
The mercies of God to others have been as oil
to the wheels of their obedience, and make them fitter for service.
Now, if mercies work contrarily upon my heart, what cause have I to
be afraid that they come not to me in love! I tell you, this is enough
to damp the spirit of any saint, to see what sweet effects they have
had on others, and what sad effects on him.-Flavel.
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A FEEBLE FAITH-THE FAMILY FAILING.
"And Jesus said unto them, Where is your faith? "-LUKE viii. 25.

As I read these words or tender rebuke on the part of our Lord to
His disciples, "Where is your faith 7" my mind pictures a scene
drawn from real life. A kind-hearted man, one whom God had blessed
with earthly wealth, but who was ever anxious to use God's gifts to
the advantage of his fellow-creature~, said one day to his manager,
"This morning, in going my rounds, I came upon a couple advancing
in years, and although they did not say much I am certain, from their
countenances, that they are in need. I wish you would go and bring
them to my office; I should like to see them." Willingly the manager
sallied forth upon his errand of mercy, and soon brought the aged
couple into the presence of the great man. Speaking most kindly to
them, he drew out from them their. tale of misery, promising them
that they should be cared for, and he would arrange to supply them
with a weekly sum of money to pay their rent and help them on their
way. When the couple again got outside of the office, one said to the
other, "I don't believe he will do anything for us"; and the other
expressed great doubt whether he would carry out his promise. Ought
not the faithless couple to be greatly censured for casting such dishonour upon the character of the kind and good man, and for doubting
whether he would be as good as his word 7 Oh, dear reader, is it not
too often so with the children of God 7 The Lord knows their every
need, their poverty and misery, without their telling Him, and He
has left upon record His voice of promise, declaring He will do this
and do the other for them; but they doubt it, and feel it will never
be accomplished in their case, and thus dishonour the character of the
"Faithful Promiser." "Where is your faith?" may well be the inquiry
of the Master again and again concerning ne.
That unbelief among God's own people is a sin, there can be no
doubt,and one that should bring to great repentance of heart, and
this is the aspect of this evil we wish at this time to enlarge upon.
Or course there is that wholesale unbelief which springs from an
unregenerate and hard heart-a judicial blindness which rejects
Christ, descredits His Word, and makes light of His Gospel, this is
common enough; but what we want to deal with is that constant
doubting among the Lord's peop)~, because things arise contrary to
flesh and blood, and not just as they would have it; down they go
fathoms deep, and our blessed Lord may well say to such, "Where
is your faith 7" And do not thillk, beloved, the writer would set
himself up as superior in firmness and standing to yourselves-far
from it. Again and again does he hear the Master's tender and
loving voice, sounding over the surging cares and rolling trials of
this life, "0 thou of little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt ~" One
thing, however, is certain, although it makes no excuse for us, it is
this-the Lord's choicest servants in all ages of the Church's history,
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have had their doubting moments and unbelieving times. Look, for
instance, at such men as even Moses and Aaron, so signally raised
up by God to be foremost in carrying out His will; what had the
Lord to say to them at one time ~ "And the Lord spake unto
Moses and Aaron, "Beca~tSe ye believed Me not" (mark the words)"Because ye believed Me not, to sanctify Me in the eyes of the children
of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land
which I have given them" (Numbers xx. 12). And that such w~s
the case again and again with the chil<lren of Israel themselves IS
certain, and the Lord J ehovah declared concerning them, "Ye
rebelled against the commandment of the Lord your God, and ye
believed Him not, nor hearkened unto His voice" (Deut. ix. 23).
Oh, the frailty of the human heart! a knowledge of its desperate
wickedness, and its deceitfulness above all things, is enough to make
us loathe ourselves and repent in dust and ashes. Nor can anything
better be said of the Lord's disciples themselves, After all that they
had seen of their Lord and Master, all His sayings and all His doings,
Peter, with his companion, as they went down to the village of
Emmaus, and that loving Stranger joined them after His resurrection,
said, "We trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed
Israel j and beside all this, to-day is the third day since these things
were done." Doubting which called forth that emphatic language
from the Lord Himself, "0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all
that the Prophets have spoken, ought not Ohrist to have suffered
these things and to enter into His glory ~" And afterwards, when
His disciples had assembled themselves together and shut the door of
that upper room at Jerusalem, and Jesus appeared in their midst and
saith unto them, "Peace be unto you," showing them His hands and
His side, and they told the joyful news to Thomas, that unbelieving
disciple said, "Except I shall see in His hands the print of the
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my
hand into His side, I will not believe," Oh, how we want sense and
faith to go together! But the Lord, as it were humouring His
unbelieving disciples, again appeared to them when Thomas was
therp, and convincing him of the reality of His person, the unbelieving one was brought emphatically to exclaim, "My Lm'd and my
Gael! "
But the case before us, where our Lord asks His disciples, "Whm'e
is yOU?' faith?" is of a very interesting character, Let us look at it:
and we are reminded at the onset in doing so, how often some extensive lake has become as smooth as a mirror; but it is sometimes a
deceitful calm, that tempts the spreading sail, for all at once precipitately there descends one of those violent rushing winds down a
mountain gorge, which works the waters of the lake into a stormy
sea, and the mariners become in great danger. It was methinks just
so in the case before us. Notice the words, " Now it came to pass
on a certain day that Jesus went into a ship, with His disciples j and
He said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake,
and they launched forth." He doubtless made this movement for a
purpose j knowing the end from the beginning, He had life lessons to
teach them, So they launched forth. "But as . they sailed He fell
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asleep," wearied, no doubt, and feeling as we feel all the weakness of
nature. And as He slept "there came down a storm of wind on the
lake; and they were filled with water, and were in jeopardy. And
they came to Him, and awoke Him, saying, Master, Master, we
perish. Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the
water: and they ceased, and there was a calm. And He said unto
them, Where is your :l'aith ~ And they being afraid wondered,
saying one to another, What manner of man is this! for He commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey Him."
Oh, beloved, does not this interesting scene in connection with the
Lake of Gennesaret, or sea of Galilee, set forth the oft experience of
the Lord's loving children in their varied exercises of soul ~ There is
the calm lake of the Divine Presence and communion with the dear
Saviour; so peaceful-such happiness to be near Him, to walk and talk
with Him! But then He says to us, "Let us go ner unto the other
side." Cheer:fully, at His bidding, full 0:1' hope and joy, with strength
we launch forth our little ship, and think that, with the Master on
board, we shall have a pleasant sail: but how changed does all soon
appear to us. Our sun of bright prospects has gona down; clouds
thicken over head, and there comes down a storm of contrary feelings,
waves of care roll over us, and what adds to our distress is, that the
Master seems asleep; and we say, "Has His mercy clean gone for
ever ~ has. He forgotten to be gracious in our jeopardy ~ We shall
surely perish." Oh, no! the Master is still near, and to perish with
Him in the ship is impossible. Then we cry unto Him; and, in the
tenderness of love, and with Omnipotent power, He rebukes the wind
and the raging of the water, and says unto us, "Where is your
faith ~ " As if He would say, "Am not I always present with you ~
Art thou not as much upheld by Me on the stormy sea as on the
calm lake ~ Am I changed because thy sky is overcast ~ Oh, thou
of little faith, wherefore dost thou doubt ~ " And so the dear Lord
blessedly overrules all, and breathes peace and comfort unto our
souls.
"When darkness long has veiled my mind,
And smiling day once more appears,
Then, my Redeemer, then I find
The folly of my doubts and fears."
Now, I am not going to say for a moment otherwise than that there
will be an immense deal to encounter, to try oar faith, ere we reach
our eternal rest; nor do I think if we had been in similar circumstances to those detailed that we should have had one atom more
faith than the Lord's disciples. No, indeed! I have had too much
the trial of faith, and been put too often to the test, to cast the least
stone at a doubting one. I call to remembrance a time in my expe.
rience when I was brought very low. The clouds were thick above
me, and the mist heavy around me, as I looked upon my group of
precious children, and thought, How will they be provided for ~ My
dear and now glorified wife had always more faith when providences
were dark than I had, and always seemed to rise for the occasion, and
so it was then; and never shall I forget her pointing to those lines·
which have been again and again a comfort to us in lifil-
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"I know not what may soon betide,
Or how my wants shall be supplied,
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But Jesus knows, and will provide."

And let me tell it out, for the comfort of others of the Lord's family,
many, many years have rolled away since that time of distress, and
we have proved the words true-the Lord has supplied one's wants.
He knows all, and has provided all things necessary j and while one
is not, I remain, "the living to praise mm." "Jes1Ls knows, and will
provide."
And then, speaking of the trial of one's faith, and the sinkings under
such trials, we dare not say that we should have stood firmer under
the circumstances than our fellows. We must put ourselves under
similar circumstances to that which they were in, and then see. For
instance: We have the prophet Jeremiah, in his Lamentatiom, saying
concerning the L(Hd, "Thou hast covered with anger, and persecuted
us j Thou hast slain, Thou hast not pitied. Thou hast covered Thyself
with a cloud, that our prayer should not pass through. Thou hast
made us as the offscouring and refuse in the midst of the people.
All our enemies have opened their mouths against us." All this seems
strong language, and certainly sets forth the sufferings of our Lord;
but take it as Jeremiah's own experience, also let us remember what
he passed through. Then took they Jeremiah and cast him into a
dungeon, that was in the court of the prison, and they let him down
with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water but mire, and
Jeremiah sank in the mire. And not until he was like to die of
hunger did they cast clouts and rotten rags unde~ the dear man's
armholes, under the cords, and drew him up from his perilous position.
Can we wonder that his faith biled him, or that he thought himself
forsaken by his God, and that He had covered Himself with a cloud,
that his prayer should not pass through? No, indeed ! We repeat,
that before we think our faith would have been stronger under trial,
we must put ourselves in the same position, and I think it would
bring us to silence in the matter. So with regard to the case before
us, can we wonder at the disciples' faith failing, when there came down
upon the lake a storm of wind, so that the ship became filled with
water and in jeopardy? No, indeed! Nor do I think in the Lord's
saying, "Where is your faith?" He meant anything like a stern
rebuke j but rather in the tenderness of love, He meant, "All is right.
I am here; and my omnipotent power can stay the wind and calm
the sea in a moment." There cannot bp, death and destruction in the
Master's presence with His loved ones. As He says elsewhere, "It
is I; be not afraid."
And now, dear reader, we have said that a feeble faith is the family
failing,. and it has been so from the beginning-we say, from the
beginning-for we never find it in one's heart to divide so into eras
and dispensations, as some do j it always appears to us that God's
purposes, and God's Church, and God's salvation, are all one grand
whole. And so with God's ancient people: there they were, like us
now, very often manifesting but a feeble faith j yet we cannot help
remarking that there seemed, in the Old· Testament times, men to
stand out of remarkable faith, more so than can be found in the
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present times. They were giants in those days, and giants in faith.
If anyone doubts this, let him carefully read the eleventh chapter of
Hebrews. For instance, only think of the faith of Abraham, who at
God's command went to offer up his son, his only son, so beloved, as
a sacrifice. Could we do this 1 Or, again, of Moses, who with all the
enticements of an earthly court., and the advantage of being adopted by
a great monarch, "Refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy
the pleasures of r.in for a season." This was precious faith, and a
blessed stand. against evil. And so with all the worthies whose faith
is recounted in this chapter-summed up in the details of remarkable
and unprecedented trials and sufferings, because of their faith. And
what is more strange, "These all, having obtained a good report
through faith, received not the promise": that is to say, they received
the promise of the land of Canaan, and of deliverances and victories,
and, indeed, the promise of eternal life; but they did not receive THE
PROMISE, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Chrid, who did not come upon
the earth for hundreds of years after-the providing of God of t,hat
bette?' thing, ,. that they without us should not be made perfect." And
yet the disciples had THE PROl\USE, the better thing was provided for
them, and yet we hava Him who was THE PROl\USE saying to them
in our portion, " Where is YOU1' faith? "
Often we think, "Oh, had I seen and been with the dear Redeemer
on earth, walked and talked with Him, I do think I should have
believed; I should never have had a shadow of a doubt hut what He
was the Promised One." Ah! dear friends, we do not know the
treachery of our own hearts if we talk thus. Depend upon it, we
should have been no better than the doubting ones who surrounded
Him, and He would have had occasion frequently to say to us as well
as to them, "Where is your faith?"
But now the important question arises, HIY1!J can ue get o'ur feeble
faith st1'engthened? Well, first and foremost, I would say, read on to
the twelfth chapter of Hebrews, and at the openiog of that chapter
you have the secret: it lies here, "LOOKING U~TO JESUS." Methinks
Peter would never have sunk if he had looked unto Jesus. As soon as
his feet touched the cold waters, he looked down, and beholding the
surrounding waves, his heart sank, and down he went; had he kept
the eye fixed upon the countenance of the Messiah, the light of that
countenance must have supported him, and he would not have sunk.
A lesson for us, beloved: look not down upon the care and trouble,
upon the waves and the billows, but look 1tp. "Looking unto Jesus,"
which implies looking ofi' everything else to Him-looking off even the
ruffled seas of trouble, right into the calm, majestic, loving, tender
countenance of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself,
Another thing calculated to strengthen our feeble faith, and which we
draw from the same portion we have just referred to, is, "Consider Him
that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be
wearied and faint in your minds," Yes, conside1' Him. When things
arise so contrary to flesh and blood, when our enemies open their
mouths against us, consider Him who endured far more than we are ever
called to experience; or when we are in a low dungeon in our feelings,
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when sorrow of heart seems to overwhelm us, and foes and fears are
many-ob, consider Him! Consider Him on the Cross, wbo bore so much
for us, and tbat so patiently. Remember "the wormwood and gall"
that He had to drink for His people, and methinks we shall find
our afflictions light compared to His.
And further, unbelief in its wavering is often accompanied by an
1~gly "but."
"True, the Lord has been very gracious unto me; He
has upheld me in my lot, He has manifested unto me much mercy and
grace-but." Well, but what 1 "Oh, the future. I fear my way
is being hedged up; clouds are thickening, and I cannot see how I
shall get through this difficulty and the other." No, of course you
cannot; but the Lord sees. Why put in man's "but" of unsanctified
doubt 1 Has He ever failed you 1 Is His character altered 1 "The
same yesterday, to day, and for ever." What future steps are more
difficult for His leading than the past 1 What trial so overwhelming
that He cannot work deliverance, as He has done before 1 That ugly
" but" of unbelief dishonours Christ; the sooner it is cast away the
better. And then it will always cheer us, dear friends, if we remember that all our trials are sent in love, and that if the Lord spared the
rod His children would be spoiled. In the sunshine of prosperity, the
dust of our inward corruptions is sure to get stirred up; but when
the Lord sanctifies our affiictions, and makes us to feel all is in love,
our souls become softened and flourishing Yes, beloved"Trials must and will befall,
But with humble faith to see
Love. inscribed upon them all,
This is happiness to me."
JOHN BUNYAN said, concerning his incarceration in Bedford Jail: "I
never had in all my life so great an inlet into the Word of God as
during my twelve years' imprisonment, insomuch that I have even said,
, Were it lawful, I could pray for greater trouble for the greater comfort's sake.''' Dear man of God, few of us have such faith as this. Alas r
we prove such cowards in facing troubles, that we shrink from them
rather than dare pray for the furnace to be hotter. But afflictions
sanctified are beneficial to us. They show us our dependence upon the
Lord Jehovah and the helplessness of the creature; they keep us near
to Jesus, and wean us from a world of sin and folly; they lead us to
seek God in prayer, and a deeper acquaintance with His will and His
Word; and His divine support under them exhibits His faithfulness"
and promotes His glory. In our calm reflection and matured judgment.
we would not be without them on any account.
" Did I meet no trials here,
No correction by the way,
Might I not with reason fear
I should prove a castaway P,
Others may escape the rod,
Sunk in earthly, vain delight,
But the true-born child of God
Must not, would not if he might."
And then again, thinking of our need in our fears and faintings, we

398

The Gospel Magazine.

canno~ command an increase of faith at our will-nay, faith is "the
gift of God," therefore must we feel our dependence upon Him, and
are driven in our inability and nothingmss to the Holy Spirit, who
can alone implant faith in our hearts and quicken it in our time of
need. This brings us to the cry-to the prayer-to the' pleading-to
the wrestling-" Lord, help! Lord, save! Lord, give me more faith!"
and we have proof upon proof that the Lord hears the cry of His
helpless ones, and glorifies His own name in answering them.
I have noticed, too, in the Lord's family, how oft-times the Christian
in poor circumstances, and even wretched surroundings, has more faith
than those that have multiplied comforts and a measure of prosperity
with regard to this world's goods. Go up those cre~ky stairs; mind
yonr foothold, for they are full of holes; they lead to a little
chamber-ah! a very little chamber. If there are one or two chairs
the bottoms are mostly out, and the tiny table will not carry much on
it; but there, on a lowly bed, with scant coverlet, lies one of the
Lord's jewels, a poor affiicted Christian woman. And are her utterances those of complaint ~ No, indeed, not a murmur escapes her
lips. It is, "Oh, the dear Lord is so good to me. I have more than
I deserve. Praise and bless His dear name." I own such scenes before
now have put me, with my feeble faith, to the blush, and made me
ashamed "of myself before God. And what is the stay of such ~ It is
t.he Bible-the Word of God-its promises and portions; and such a
fact shows us that the best of books has a power which no other
book has, its truths and words sustaining a poor affiicted one during
many a lonely hour, as well as affording hallowed comfort when it
comes to the dying pillow.
But again. We have said that f:iith-that is, true eaving faith-is
the gift of God. We cannot command it, but must look to Him for
it. It is also the work of God the Spirit. It is sa.id of Stephen that
he "travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaohing
the Lord Jesus, and the hand of the Lord uas wilh him," and others who
did likewise, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord.
And Paul tells of going to the brethren, and his speaking and preaching was "not with enticing words of ma.n's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power "; and yet he tells us, in it all, as
far as he was concerned, he was but a trembler. "I was with you in
much weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling." So it is, all
God's saints only gain true faith as they live, stand, work, and overcome by the Spirit. It is clear, then, that if we want this precious
gift increased in our experience, we must honour the Spirit, for the
gift and work of faith is His to bestow.
Well now, beloved, in dwelling upon the fact that a feeble faith is
the family failing, and suggesting ways which are calculated to
strengthen. it, we have traced the blessedness of a continued and
constant "Looking unto Jesus," and off everything else; and also of
considering Him in all that He has done for us-for our affiictions are
light compared to His-and all that He did and suffered was for
us; and for us to think of our own griefs more than His, is to dishonour His dear name. Then we have pointed to the fact that all
our trials are wisely ordered for our good, and that "love is inscribed
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upon them all" " and that if we would gain more faith, we must see how
all is a matter of gift on His part, and the work of the Holy
Spirit.
Many more things might be mentioned calculated, one would think,
to bring us to less of those sinkings of feeble faith referred to, but we
close with one that may well weigh with us, namely, the brevity of life
and the certainty that soon all must come to an end with regard to time,
and we enter into the promised and provided joys of the heavenly
home. Why worry so 1 It is but a little, and then eternity is before
us, and in a short time you and I, beloved, shall be glorified.
While walking yesterday in our cemetery, and remarking on the
thickening gravestones many names of persons we had known something of, only a short time ago, amidst the activities of their earthly
career, now cut down, and their bodies crumbling to dust, the feeling
came over us, "Oh, the utter folly of living only for time! Lord, stir
us up more than ever to live for eternity."
But in conclusion, we trust what we have written at this time by
the leading of the Spirit may be profitable to our readers. The little
incident in our dear Lord's life seems to us full of very precious and
divine lessons. "It came to pass" (yes, it was all ordained in love
and mercy) "that Jesus went into a ship with His disciples, and He
said unto them, Let 1~S" (identifying Himself with them)-" Let us go
over unto the other side." Ah! beloved, that "other side!" We are
all pressing on to it, and we must be safe and sure if He is present
with us. And so they launched forth on the lake, no doubt full of
hope, and never dreaming of anything but a smooth passage; but now
their experience is subject to a rapid and adverse change! There
came down a storm of wind on the lake, antI the ship became filled
with water, and they were in jeopardy. And now where was the
Master 1 He had fallen asleep. Ah! it seems sometimes to us that
the Master is asleep-that He has forgotten to be gracious-but, oh
no. He has only apparently hidden Himself; He is all the while
present, and all the while the same. He hears their cry. "Master,
Master, we perish!" It certainly looked like it, but none can ever
perish with Jesus present. In His Omnipotent power He arose, and
rebuked the wind and the raging of the sea, and they ceased, and there
was a calm-the c:llm after the storm, peace after perturbation. And
then He said unto them so lovingly and tenderly, "Where is your
faith 1" Ah! where indeed 1 We need more, it is often so feeble,
and our cry must be in our daily need"LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH."

Burton-on-TTent.

G. C.

HE that believeth hath "an unction from the Holy One." A true
Christian is as vitally united to Christ as the hand or foot is to the
body,-consequently He suffers and rejoices with him.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
"Jesus Rimself d1'ew near . . . . . . Jesus Himself stood in the
midst of them
And He led them 01Lt as far as Bethany,
and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. And it came to pass, while
He blessed them, He was pCLrted f1'om them, and ca1Tied up into heaven."
-LUKE xxiv. 15, 36, 50, 51.
WHAT a benediction! What a story of parting blessings! and how
tenderly He appeared to these His disciples, preparing their hearts
for the coming sorrow in the absence of their loved Leader and Lord.
He knew what His leaving them would mean, and how their hearts
would sorely mourn an absent Saviour. Whilst He was with them
all went well, but let the Presence and Person of Peace be removed,
and, in the midst of a fighting, wrestling host of seen and unseen
enemies, this little band of followers would learn by bitter experience
all the difference in their comfort and safety between an absent and a
present Lord. But He had promised to send the Oomforter, and as
though He would as long and as often as possible remind them of
this, we have three accounts of His being with this loved little band
after His resurrection in this one chapter. So He joins the two on
their way to Emmaus. "Jesus Himself drew near," and in this little
village home breaks bread with them, blesses it, and vanishes, leaving
them exclaiming in their hearts, "It is the Lord!" And rising u0he
same hour, full of their new-born hope and joy, they return to
Jerusalem to tell the glad tidings to the eleven gathered together
there. As they are telling of His breaking the bread, "Jesus Himself
stood in the midst of them," and spake the words of peace and blessing,
revealing Himself as their crucified and yet risen Lord, proving it by,
" Handle Me, and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see
Me have," and asking them for meat. And then, after giving them
their charge, "He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up
His hands and blessed them."
Now, the three places here spoken of as being the last scenes
of our Lord's ministry, are significant in their meanings. Emmausobscure, a people despised-as His followers would prove in their
own experience.
Jerusalem-the vision or possession of peacewhere He blessed them with peace; and Bethany-the house of the
grace of the Lord, where He gave them the last benediction blessing
of unmerited love and grace. Two of the smallest and meanest of
places are His last chosen resorts, and not as a King did He appear
in His own city of Jerusalem, but only to His chosen few as the Man
of Peace. No, His first coming was to serve; His second coming
shall be to reap the reward of that serving. His first coming was in
this body of humiliation; His second shall be in the fulness of
glorification. He came as Man, He will come as King. He came to
His people, and He will yet come f01' His people. He came to
suffer, but He cometh to reign. His first coming was with" no man,"
but when He cometh the second time unto salvation, He shall come
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with ten thousand of His saints. He came here to these lowlands of
earth that He might exalt these poor earth-worms to the heights of
glory; and ever remembering what and who they are here below, He
chose to humble Himself, and take upon Himself the form of a
servant, and sought the lowly places of earth as His resort and theirs.
Emmaus, a little village in the valley, hic1den away amongst the shades
of the orange trees, away out of the city, was surely a well-chosen
scene for the rejected Christ to make Himself known to His chosen
few; and Jerusalem, from whence they had thrust Him forth and
crucified Him as a common malefactor "without the gate"; and
Bethany, that little hidden, almost unknown place, except to Him who
had loved its people and associations. Lazarus and his two sisters
lived there; and we know how "Jesus loved Martha, and her sister,
and Lazarus," and so He chose this little spot from whence to
ascend to His glory! He, the Lord of the universe, who could have
chosen Jerusalem as the triumph of His Kingship, in whose temple
He had walked and talked as never man before Him had
done. No; it must be Bethany, that small hamlet nestling in the
rocky ravine, which surrounded the Mount of Olives on the south-east.
Away from the city that had despised Him; away from the multitudes
who had put Him to death; away from the gorgeously-apparelled
king, priests, Jews, and Rabbis, and amid a mere handful of followers,
this little hidden spot becomes the Muse of the grace of the LOTd.
Favoured Bethany! Blessed people! Led by their Shepherd King,
there they are blessed, and whilst the blessing from those outstretched
hands is descending upon their favoured heads, the Lord is ascending
into His glory. "And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was
parted from them, and carried up into heaven." Does all end here ~
If so, their hearts are riven in sorrow; but we read, "They returned
to Jerusalem with great joy." Not at His absence, but because they
knew that in His very withdrawal from them the promise of the
coming Comforter should be fulfilled, and they should gain the more
by His absence than by His presence. "It is expedient for you that I
go away." "Thou hast ascended up on high; Thou hast led captivity
captive; Thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also,
t~at the Lord God might dwell among them." And had He not also
gIven them the glorious hope of coming again to fetch them home to
glory ~ "I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice." To the
anxious watchers who saw Him ascending speak the two men in white
apparel, which also said, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing
up into heaven ~ This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into
heaven."
Thus we have seen how Jesus Himself drew near! Jesus Himself
stood in their midst! Jesus Himself led them out and blessed them!
And we who participate in resurrection life and joys, have we not
also enjoyed His presence, peace, and blessing ~ If so, we yet cry,
"Come again, Lord Jesus, and visit these longing souls of ours ! We
want a fresh unfolding of Thy grace and mercy, a fresh manifestation
of Thy power and potency to bless." May we not turn the words of
our text into a prayer, that He may Himself draw near, and speak
2
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peace in our midst; and then, leading us on to the house of the grace of
the Lord, lift His hands of blessing upon us ~ Mark, there was no building.
Our Lord is not confined to means. It is a precious thing to be blessed
in the sanctuary; but God's children mostly learn how the sanctuary
of blessing is the very presence of J ehovah.Jesus Himself, unconfined tG
means. But anyhow, of this we are sure, that where sinner and Saviour
meet, there is blessing. May you enjoy much of this sweet intercourse
and communion, beloved, in your quiet moments; may Jesus Himself
draw near and whisper peace. In the cloudy day may His voice
be heard above the storm, "It is I, be not afraid"; over every
difficulty may His presence preside and guide; in every sorrow mll.Y
nothing short of Jesus Himself be your felt comfort. Yea, in all life's
journey may you lean upon this unfailing Guide and Guard; and in
the solemn hour of death may Jesus Himself beJeelingly your support,
to carry you safe over Jordan's water to that land of pure delight,
where His presence Rhall be your glory throughout a blissful eternity.

R.
GOD TABERNACLING WITH MAN.
Let them make lJiIe a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them."EXODUS xxv. 8.
How beautifully do the opening verses of this chapter set forth the
intimate union between Christ and His Church! also the sovereignty
of God in the choice of His people, their separation from the rest of
mankind, and the special place each individual member occupies in
the Body of which the Lord Jesus is the Head. Truth as contained
in the Scriptures may be compared to some beautiful statue, which
presents a variety of form and feature as seen from a different point
of view; or like a beam of sunlight, broken up by refraction into its
component prismatic colours, dissimilar as they meet the eye of the.
beholder from a different angle of vision. So also is it with Him
who i~ emphatically the Truth. He is represented to us in Scripture
under a variety of types and figures, earthly and heavenly, to set
forth, in a way that no one illustration could po~sibly do, the mystery
of man's redemption, and to display the depth and length, the
breadth and height of the love of God in the eternal salvation of
His people.
The truth concerning the uuion of Christ and His Church is taught
in the Old and the New Testament by explicit declaration and in type
and shadow. It is in its latter feature that we have it brought
before us in the opening verses of this chapter. To what extent the
Spirit-taught saints under the Old Testament dispensation were able
to discern it amidst the shadows of the Mosaic ritual, we cannot
say; sufficient for us to know that the light thus dimly displayed
was a reflection of that to be afterwards revealed in all its refulgent
glory, when He who is the true Light had come into the world; and
feebly as it shone, it pointed the believing Israelite to the promised
Messiah, in whom the spiritual seed of Abraham was to be blessed.
God's design in the salvation and glorification of the Church is
declared in the words quoted from verse 8. A sanctuary was to be
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made, and for this end-that He, the Eternal Jehovah, might dwell in
it. It was to be a visible representation of the union of Christ and
the Church. In His prayer for His disciples, just before leaving the
world, our blessed Lord uttered these words, "Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their
word; that they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I
in Thee, that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe
that Thou hast sent Me. And the glory which Thou gavest Me I
have given them; that they may be one, as we are one: I in them, and
Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world
may know that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast
loved Me."
This was God's design from all eternity. The plan was laid down
in His everlasting counsel, and so the pattern of the Ta1}ernacle and
all the instruments thereof was shown to Moses and carried out by
him in every particular, as we find recorded in chapters xxxvi. to xl.
The constant reiteration therein of the words, "As the Lord commanded Moses," declares that no deviation from the pattern was either
permitted or performed. The stability and unchangeable nature of
God's decrees form a sure foundation for the child of God to rest upon
amidst all his discouragements.
"I the Lord change not, therefore
ye sons of Jacob are not consumed," The believer's feelings may
change from day to day, and were he to judge of his state according
to these he might often conclude that God had no favour to him, so
destitute does he feel at times of all light and love; but the remembrance of God's former loving-kindnesses manifested to his soul, with
their sweet effects whilst enjoyed, give him encouragement to hope,
and in the confidence of faith to believe, that he is indeed united to
the Lord in bonds that can never be sundered.
"Whom once He loves He never leaves,
But loves him to the end."
But whilst this is a comforting thought to the soul who has any
real evidence that the work is of God, it also exposes the folly and
ignorance of others who suppose that their own free-will shall determine
the pattern of the Tabernacle and the instruments thereof; in other
words, that they can choose God when He has not made choice of
them. God's plan is laid down in the words of the Apostle, "Whom
He did foreknow, them He also did predestinate: and whom He
did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified" (Rom.
viii. 30).
The component parts of the Tabernacle, comprised by the people's
offering, were, gold, silver, and brass; blue, purple, and scarlet; fine
linen and goats' hair, rams' skins, badgers' skins, and shittim wood; oil,
spices, and sweet incense; onyx and other pr~cious stones ;-a great
variety, and each intended to produce a yet greater variety of instruments for service; differing in many respects from one another both in
their nature and intrinsic value, yet all filling the place and fulfilling
the purpose of God in their relationship to Him and to each other.
The truth, of which this is so striking an emblem, we have beautifully
2 D 2
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set forth in the New Testament under the figure of the head and the
members. Members differing in form and purpose, yet all mutually
dependent, so ~hat one cannot say to the other, "I have. no need of
you; nay, those which seem to be more feeble are necessary, and those
we think less honourable, upon sucn we bestow more abundant honour."
The uses to which everyone instrument in the Tabernacle were put,
and their spiritual signification, have been sought to be unfolded by
good men in former and later times, and cannot be entered upon in
this short paper; yet one or two points may be noticed as tending
more fully to demonstrate the truth under consideration, namely, the
unity of Christ and the Church. The ten curtains which formed the
inner covering of the sanctuary were of fine twined linen, wrought in
blue, purple, and scarlet, interwoven with cherubims, "the work of a
cunning embroiderer," beautiful and glorious to behold. The outer
covering made of badgers' skins (or perhaps, more correctly, the skins
of some marine animal), were unsightly in appearance, though affording a valuable and secure protection to the more costly and excellent
curtains beneath. In Psalm xlv. 13, 14, we see the Church as viewed
by God Himself from the inner sanctuary, in contradistinction to the
appearance it presents to the world without. "The King's daughter is
all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought
unto the King in raiment of needlework;" or as in the Canticles,
"Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee." And
J ehovah, as He views His people in Christ, can say, "I have not
beheld iniquity in Jacob, nor seen perverseness in Israel." Wondrous
truth! though sensible in themselves of the seeds of all evil, and
feeling sorely the effects of the fall, yet washed in the precious blood
of the Lamb, they are nevertheless clean every whit, and shall be
presented with Him without spot or blemish, or any such thing, at
His appearing and His kingdom.
Archbishop USHER has a beautiful thought connected with the
composition of the curtains which formed the covering for the
sanctuary. Though ten in number-part covering the holy of holies,
and part the holy place-they formed, as coupled by the loops and
taches, but one curtain, thus figuring the nnbroken union between
the Church militant and the Church triumphant.
"One family we dwell in Him,
One Church, above, beneath;
Though now divided by the stream,
The narrow stream of death.
"One army of the living God,
To His command we bow;
Part of the host have cross'd the flood,
And part are crossing now.'
Another point noticeable is, that the material brought, so to speak,
in its crude, unwrought state, had to be formed and fashioned into
shape to fit it for the particular position and office it was to occupy
in the Tabernacle. Thus it illustrates the truth that each individual
member of the Body is "God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which He hath before ordained that we should walk
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in them." In this sense they are instruments for service; but in the
process of preparation they must needs go through the fire of temp'
tation and suffering, to fit them to occupy that place in His Church
for which God in His all-wise providence has designed them.
In the last place, we notice the connection between the 'materials
brought to form the Tabernacle and the people that brought them.
These are defined in the second ver5e; the offering was to be taken
from "every man of the children of Israel that giveth it willingly
with his heart." God makes His people willing in the day of His
power, and their gifts are accepted because of their persons, which are
His. Paul exhorts the brethren lC by the merdes of God, to present
their bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, their reasonable service." In proportion as, through the gracious operations of the
Spirit of God, this is carried out in practice, so far do the Lord's people
give evidence that they are His witnesses to the world around them;
that He dwells in them, and that they are a separate and distinct
people in the midst of this wilderness; an unsightly, yet glorious
tabernacle; exposed to all the storms and buffetings incident to this
life, awaiting the time when this earthly tabernacle shall be taken down,
to be transformed into a lC bnilding not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens." .
T. B.
A RECIPE,
FOR EVERY NEW-BORN CHILD OF GOD, TO BE USED EVERY MORNING,
BY WAY OF KEEPING THE SOUL IN HEALTH.
TAKE of the first chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, verses 3-6.
Let those precious verses be committed to memory; let them be well
fed upon and digested; until, like the Prophet, the child of God can
say, "Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart I, (Jer. xv. 16; Ezekiel
iii. 3). Then add the 16th verse, second chapter Epi&tle to the
Hebrews; and after that, the 3rd verse first chapter same Epistle.
Let these precious scriptures be well mixed with the former, and
taken together with them, and let the new-born child of God feast
upon them by faith, until he finds the same blessed effects as the
Lord Jesus declared of His Church, "Thy lips, 0 My Spouse, drop
as the honey-comb; honey and milk are under thy tongue, and the
smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon" (Song iv. 11).
And lastly, let there be mixed with the foregoing ingredients from
Scripture, Titus iii. verses 4.6. Now, when these blessed portions of
the Word of God are blended together in one, and like the holy oil
of the sanctuary, as the Scripture says (Exodus xxx. 35), the whole
will prove a sovereign catholicon to the soul of every new-born child
of God, to keep the soul in health, and to repel all the pestilence of
sin and heresy.-Dr. Hawker.

As Christ rises in your soul, the world, the flesh, and the devil
must consequently falJ.-RoTnaine.
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A LESSON IN A CHEMIST'S SHOP.
THE title at the head of these few lines, dear :friend, may invite
your attention. You may have derived benefit from the most trivial
circumstance; and you will see by what is here recorded that I
learned a profitable and timely lesson from a simple matter that
might easily have passed unobserved.
I had occasion to go to the shop of a chemist and druggist. It
was a time o:f trial with me, for one of my little ones wanted medicine, and I was suffering from the ill-will of a fellow-mortal. The
chemist had a prescription at the edge of his desk, and he was
carefully placing the various ingredients named on the paper into a
bottle which stood upon the counter.
While I talked with him, he reached down a small bottle containing a white powder. He then produced a tiny pair of scales, and
with great care wiped and adjusted them. A very small weight, only
just visible, was placed upon one side, and upon the other a few
grains of the white powder. He explained to me his anxiety to be
very accurate, saying, "This is a deadly poison. I wish to execute
the prescription faithfully, for a grain too little might prevent the
result desired by the doctor, and a grain too much might even be
fatal.' ,
I thought of my own trial, and of the wisdom and goodness of the
Lord to me in it. The wrath of man is a bitter ingredient in a
cup of medicine; yet the Lord knows the exact quantity that the
case requires, in order that His own intended purpose shall be
fulfilled.
It was in leaving the chemist's shop that I saw a greater beauty and
a richer fulness than I had ever seen before in those words of the
Psalmist: "Surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee: the remainder
of wrath shalt Thou restrain." Only as much of it as shall do me
real good shall be allowed to touch me; and as much of it as comes
upon me shall produce the praise of God. Was not this a precious
lesson ~
Shall we entrust our health and our life to the care and skill of
an earthly physician, and not entrust everything to the care, skill,
power, wisdom, and infinite love of our gracious God ~ He knows
exactly what is good for us, and how much to give or to withhold;
and we may be quite sure that while, on the one hand, He will give
us enough of an ingredient, lest it should not produce the desired
result, He will not, on the other, give us too much, lest we should be
overwhelmed. Oh for more true faith in exercise, to trust Him more
simply! Oh for more sweet reliance upon Him, who balances the
clouds, holds the winds in His fist, and sustains the universe as in
the hollow of His hand! Realising this God as our God, we may
well sing'
.. Our sorrows in the scale He weighs,
And measures out our pains;
The wildest storm His word obeys,
His word its rage restrains."

W.

WILE MAN.
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.0£ Serm.ous.

NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. DR. DOUDNEY, ON SUNDAY MORNING,
OCTOBER 25TH, 1885, AT ST. LUKE'S CHURCH, BEDJ\lINSTER, BRISTOL.*'
" WlwTefoTe, beloved, seeing that ye look fOT such things, be dill:gent that
ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless."2 PETER iii. 14.
I THINK it not a little remarkable that the readings of God's Word
in our services to-day bear on the solemnity of the times. If the end
appeared near in Peter's time, what shall we say now ~ The Jews
say, the six days of Creation represent the six thousand years since
the Creation, and the Sabbath the millennium, and I believe it is true.
If the Lord Himself laid stress on the nearness of the end, saying,
«And what I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch," oh, should we
not endeavour to maintain a watchful spirit ~ Again, does not God's
VVord speak of sig~s which at present exist ~ "Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last, days scoffers, walking after their own
lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His coming ~ for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they- were from the beginning
of the creation" (2 Peter iii. 3, 4). It is worthy of notice that Peter
urges us to give heed to these things. Again and again he gives the
word "remember" or "remembrance": three times does he use the
In our text we have, "Be diligent
word "diligent" or "diligence."
that ye may be found of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless."
That is, be not negligent, ignorant, indifferent, but strive earnestly
to be up and doing. His epistles are full of loving advice, earnest
caution, tender rebuke, and this based on self-knowledge. How did he
learn it ~ By bitter experience. Ah! experience is the best teacher.
I believe Peter had the words of his Master before him, "Simon,
Simon, Satan hath desired to have thee that he may sift thee as
wheat, but I have prayed for thee that thy faith :£ail not." He never
forgot that, in spite of this loving warning, he had denied his Master,
and he wanted others to profit by his experience. Those to whom he
was writing he considered different to those of whom he had spoken,
who "scoffed," and "walked aHer their own lusts"; and, by the
way, he reminds them of the fact that, "A thousand years is with
the Lord as one day." "Seeing ye look for such things,"-as much
as to say, "You believe God will be true to His Word, and what
He has said He will do."
Now I want to dwell on the state of mind in which we should
seek to be found, "That ye may be found of Him (found of Him,
found of Him) in peace, without spot, and blameless." Suppose we alter
one word and say, "in Him."
No less than six times does Paul use
these words, "In Christ," in one chapter, and in Philippians iii. 9, we
;read, "And be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness,
if

Kindly contributed by Miss

FOWLER.
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which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the
righteousness which is of God by faith." In Him-in Him-in Him t
oh, the momentousness of this truth! Better never to have been born
than not be found in Him. Not to be found in Christ by profession,
nominally, educationally, but-but-to be in Christ, which is to have been
taken out of the quarry of nature and united to Him. Every stone in
this church is a part of the building; the little ones are as necessary
as the large ones, even the little bits that only fill in between the
others are needed. A.nd so with the Church of Christ, the little ones,
the seemingly worthless ones, are necessary; they are in CMist, aye,
more thoroughly embedded in Him, though unseen, than the more
prominent ones. "Your life is hid with Christ in God ," one with Him,
united to Him. " Found of Him." How would you like to be found 1
Take it in this way. If some great trouble came, if God's hand were
laid on some loved one, in what spirit would you be found 1 In a.
meek, submissive, trustful spirit 1 Well, how would you like to be found
when Christ comes 1 Oh, looking for Him. If we were more often
and constantly to contemplate the coming of Christ, how little would
trouble, and care, and perplexity appear, yea, as nothing in comparison
with the "eternal weight of glory." "Without spot, and blameless."
How are we to be found so 1 Only by being in Christ, washed in His
blood, justified by His righteousness, accepted in Him.

REMINISCENOES OF THE LATE REV. D. A. DOUD JEY.
SOARCELY a day passes without some reminder by post or otherwise
of the late dear Dr. DOUDNEY. Not that we need such, for the
memory of such a fragrant life is ever treasured; but it is sweet
to learn, right and left, far abroad and near at home, how the
memory of that dear man is blessed, and that such a life is not lived
in vain, but shall redound to the honour and glory of his God to all
eternity. His was a sweet humility, stooping as a little child to the
weakest and feeblest, youngest lamb of the flock; and yet such a giant
was he by faith when the cause of his Lord needed vindicating. Many
were the tender services paid me, yet I am but one of the many who
were favoured to see and knolV him, and who can a,like testify to his
pure unselfishness and kindness of heart.
Well do I recall my first visit to Southsea. I was then an invalid;
and, just like my dear thoughtful mother, on the dear Doctor's arrival
to call on us the same evening, she said, "You will not forget the
invalid sometimes. She cannot come round to you." (We had taken
apartments on South Parade, in order to be near Stanley Lodge.) The
word was quite sufficient, and every morning the we.ll·known footstep
was heard along the pavement, and a bright, cheery, and savoury
conversation was the· result of his daily visit. Un one occasion I
remember he came in to read us his own little booklet, Singing in
S01"rOW; so touched was he with the simple, yet sincere, language of the
poor negress.
And thus we passed many a happy half-hour, until it
was time for him to get to the pier in readiness for his well-known
trips to Southampton.
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I shall never forget his real delight-showing his tender thoughtfulness for others and utter umelfishness-when he found I was one
day feeling able to go with others to Southampton. How he showed
me every point of interest, and had a carriage through Southampton,
telling me of the spots over which his memory loved to linger.
The converse on board and the quoting of WATTS' hymns passed the
time most profitably; and his dear familiar form moving about, speaking
a word here and there to the passengers, was an influence for good,
and the seed he thus sowed on those ever-ready opportunities will
be found bearing fruit to all eternity, The next time he went to
Southampton he bought me a lovely little brooch in remembrance of my
visit there, and, it is needless to say, is much valued by me. Many of
his books, too, are rendered the more valuable by his writing my name
in them.
The first timp. I saw him was when I was but a child, and I shall
never forget the impression that saintly man of God made upon me. He
came down to spend the evening with us at our home in Essex, and,
with a few friends, we spent the evening in prayer and praise, and
expoun ding of the Word. Soon afterwards I heard him at St. Bride's,
Fleet Street; a simple, plain, but Gospel sermon, over which, like all
his discourses, could be written the word LovE.
On one occasion I was privileged to hear him at St. Luke'~, Landport. We drove down together, and on entering the church he
introduced me to his aged brother, with whom I sat in a pew just
beneath the pulpit. Dr. DOUDNEY preached from the text, Ruth i. 16,
"Intreat me not to leave Thee, or to return from following," &c.,
and, with his heart warmed to the subject, he preached a powerful
sermon. His first question on meeting me at the doors was, "Do
you think my brother heard ~" showing, as he ever did throughout
his life, that thoughtful consideration for others.
It was in that church, on another occasion, I remember my dear
and now glorified mother to have heard him with much blessing.
She described the scene afterwards to me. She said the sunset glow
streamed through the windows, and lit up as it were the countenance of
that dear man of God, who seemed carried above with his heavenly
theme, that the influence reaching one (if not many of his readers),
my dear mother said, "Whether in the body or out of the body, she
could not tell."
In July of last year we visited his resting-place in Southsea
Cemetery. It was hard to realize that there lay all that was mortal
of that saintly life, and that we should see his face no more. Yet
faith, catching a glimpse within the veil, saw him in full possession of
all the Lord of glory can bestow, joining the Church triumphant in
their eternal hallelujahs "to the Lamb that was slain, and hath
redeemed them to God by His blood."
R.
UNBELIEF may, perhaps, tear the copies of the covenant which Christ
hath given you, but He still keeps the original in heaven with Himself.
Your doubts and fears are no part of the covenant, neither can they
change Christ.-Ruthe1fonl.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
REPENTAL'<CE.
"REPENTANCE towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ,"
these were the chief subjects of the Apostles' preaching, and so they
ought still to be of all teachers and pre:l.Chers of the Gospel. Our
Lord commenced His ministry with preaching repentance. " Repent,"
He said, "for the kingdom of heaven is at hand"; and He closed it
,,:ith the announcement to His disciples that, "Repentance and remisSIOn of sins should be preached in His name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem."
What is repentance 1 It is ",a change of mind." But from a Gospel
point of view, it is more than this; it is a change of mind and heart
wrought by Divine influence. As Cruden says, it is "that saving
grace wrought in the soul by the Spirit of God, whereby a sinner
is made to see and to be sensible of his sin, is grieved and
humbled before God on account of it, not so much for the punishment to which sin has made him liable, as that thereby God is dishonoured and offended, His laws violated, and his own soul polluted
and defiled; and this grief arises from love to God, and is accompanied
with a hatred of sin, a love to holiness, and a fixed resolution to
forsake sin, and an expectation of favour and forgiveness through the
merits of Christ," True repentance is shown by its results: "Bring
forth," said John the Baptist to the multitudes who came to him, "fruits
worthy of repentance." It is utterly vain to say with the lips, "I
repent," if that repentance is not shown in the life; nay, it is more
than vain, it may gradually sear the conscience and harden the heart.
To say that we are sorry for sin is hypocrisy, unless we show that we
are really sorry for it by giving it up. Bishop RYLE well remarks:
"No repentance can make atonement for sin. The blood of Christ,
and nothing else, can wash away sin from man's soul. No quantity
of repentance can ever justify us in the sight of God. We are
accounted righteous before God, only for the sake of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or deservings. It is of
the utmost importance to understand this clearly. The trouble that
men bring upon their souls, by misunderstanding this subject, is more
than can be expressed. But while we say tbis, we must carefully
remember that without repentance no soul was ever yet saved. We must
know o"ur sins, mourn over them, forsake them, abhor them, or else we
shall never enter the kingdom of heaven. There is nothing meritorious
in this. It forms no part whatever of the price of our redemption.
Our salvation is all of grace, from first to last. But the great fact
remains, that saved souls are always penitent souls, and that saving
faith in Christ, and true repentance towards God, are never found
asunder. This is a mighty truth, and one that ought never to be
forgotten. "
"There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repenteth"; and similar joy a pastor feels over repentant
sinners in his flock. But sometimes he rejoices with trembling. He
asks himself, "Is it real ~ will it be lasting 1 will it be proved by
fruits worthy of it 7" He remembers, perhaps, the words of an old
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writer, "Satan knows too well the value of this precious grace, not
to endeavour to produce its counterfeit"; and so he asks, "Will this
prove to be counterfeit '1 " Alas! in too many cases it does prove
counterfeit. "The sow that is washed returns to the mire," and the
soul that was apparently freed from the fetters of sin and of Satan
is enthralled by them too plainly again. But there are other cases
which are not counteTfeit; the repentance is proved to be "godly
repentance," which ., needeth not to be repented of"; it is evidently
the work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart; there can be no doubt
about its genuineness, and a pastor feels that he has great reason to
rejoice and to be thankful for it.
I was hastily called one day to the bedside of a parishioner, who
had been suddenly taken very ill. He was a business man, whose whole
attention seemed to be engrossed in worldly things, and his manner
always gave OIle the idea that he was of a stern, unyielding disposition,
which could not be easily impressed or changed. I was surprised that
he sent for me. I found that he had been suffering great pain, and he
evidently thought that his illness would prove fatal. What could one
say in such a case 1 I thought that it would be best to let God's Word
speak; and so, after expressing sympathy with him, and an earnest
hope that it might please God to spare him, I simply opened my Bible,
and slowly read the parable of the Prodigal Son. How fervently one
longed for the all-prevailing influence of the Holy Spirit to impress the
words read upon the heart of the listener! and how touching and appropriate the parable seemed, if the case were really one of true repentance! "I will arise, and go to my father, and will say unto him,
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, ani! am no more
worthy to be called thy son," &c. When I had finished reading, my
parishioner exclaimed, in the most earnest manner, "That is the very
passage for me; it expresses exactly my feeling to-day." The way was
thus opened for a little further conversation and prayer, and I left him
with the hope that a very decided impression had been made upon him,
and subsequent visits confirmed that hope. But as my parishioner got
better, and after a time was completely restored to health, I felt anxious
about him. Would the impression indeed prove to be a lasting one 7
was his repentance really genuine, and would his life show that such
was the case 1 It seemed unlikely, and one felt inclined to be faithless.
But, to my great joy, time proved that there was no cause for faithlessness j my parishioner was evidently an altered man; there was no mistake
or doubt about it; worldly things had no longer the hold over him that
they had previously had; he became a most regular and devout attendant
at the house of God; he showed the greatest interest, and often took
an active part, in religious matters; he made a decided stand on the
Lord's side; and by his holy and consistent life he witnessed, and he is
still witnessing, a good profession. How often have I rejoiced over his
case, and felt that I had reason with all my heart to bless and praise
the Lord for it.
Death-bed repentance is a very doubtful matter. It has been said
that" True repentance is never too late, but late repentance is seldom
true." Happily we are not called upon to judge upon the matter; we
have not the capability of doing so, for we cannot look into the human
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heart and discern its inmost thoughts, feelings, and impulses. Probably
there are few pastors who have not had occasion to feel deeply upon
the subject. They have rejoiced perhaps over an apparently earnest
profession of deep contrition, and they have found out aft6rwards that
it was only uttered by the patient when unde1' the influence of morphia.
Or they have been thankful to hear a sinner pleading for mercy, and
anxiously inquiring, "What must I do to be saved 7" but it was only
when death seemed to be staring him in the face; for, as soon as the
danger had passed away, the pleading ceased, and the anxious inquiry
came to an end. Nevertheless, cases which may appear to us to be
hopeless may not be really so; and the Spirit of God may work when
we perhaps have very little idea of His doing so. I heard a clergyman
lately mention a very remarkable case which came under his observation. A young lady, who was utterly godless, and who, to the grief
of her friends, had turned away from all religious influences, fell into
a well, and was rescued in a state of complete unconsciousness. She
was, however, restored to consciousness; and then her friends discovered,
to their great surprise and joy, that she was completely changed;
religion was no longer her abhorrence, but her delight; she walked in
the ways of God; and, during a long life-for she lived to be upwards
of eighty years of age-she proved the reality of the change. The
account which she gave to her friends was this: That during the time
that she was in the well her past life, with all its siu and folly, seemed
to be revealed to her in a way in which she had never seen it before;
that then she offered up an agonizing cry for mercy and forgiveness;
and it seemed to her as .if that cry was immediately heard and answered,
and a sweet feeling of forgiving love and heavenly peace came over her
ere she lost consciousness, a feeling such as she could never forget.
There could be no question as to the reality of the change then wrought
in her; but she often said that if she had not been rescued, and lived
to prove it, her friends, knowing nothing about it, would have imagined
that there was no hope in her case.
No doubt the Lord uses very many and very different means for
bringing His people to repentance. For example, one of my young
parishioners grew up godless and prayerless. He was an only son,
and was allowed, I think, to have far too much of his own way.
He became a source of anxiety, and there was every prospect of
his becoming a source of grief to his parents. But one night he was
arrested in his downward course by a remarkable dream. He· described it to me vividly shortly afterwards. He said that he imagined
that he was on an inclined plane, and that he was gradually sliding
downwards. Beneath him he saw distinctly the abodes of the lost, a
fearful and an indescribable scene; and he could hear their piercing
cries. Nearer and nearer he seemed to approach, and the scenes and
the cries became more awful. He tried to stop himself, he struggled,
and he shouted for help, but all was in vain. On and on he slid,
until, just as he was apparently upon the point of being plunged
into the awful abyss, an angel, descending with lightning speed from
heaven, grasped him by the hand, and he awoke. "God speaketh,"
we are told, "in a dream, in a vision of the night. when deep sleep
falleth upon men. Then He openeth the ears of men, and sealeth
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their instruction, that He may withdraw man from his purpose.
He keepeth back his soul from the pit." It seemed to be so in this
case. My young parishioner awoke an altered man. He sought the
Lord, and apparently found Him. He lived an altered life; and
until I lost sight of him a few years ago, there was every reason to
believe that the Holy Spirit had savingly influenced him.
A touching story is told of a little boy. His father, being very
anxious that he should grow up in the right way, told him that
whenever he did a wrong act, a nail would be driven into a certain
post; and that whenever he did a distinctly good act, he would be
allowed to pull a nail out. Accordingly, a number of nails were from
time to time driven into the post; but the little fellow resolved that
they should not remain there, and by a strenuous and persevering
endeavour to do that which was right, he had the satisfaction of
seeing the nails disappear one by one, until not one was left. His
father was greatly pleased, and congratulated him; but as he did so,
he was surprised to see that his son was weeping. Upon asking the
reason, the little fellow replied, "Ah! the nails are all gone, but the mm'ks
are there still." Is not this someLhing like the experience of many a
child of God 1 He knows what true repentance is, and the sweet
consciousness of a Father's forgiveness of his sins; but although those
sins are forgiven, they have left some marks behind, and those marks
are not easily erased. They will remain, perhaps, as long as life
lasts. How bitterly he regrets them, and how he marvels at Divine
patience, forbearance, long-suffering, and love! He knows that the
past will not rise up in judgment against him, because it has been
atoned for by the precious blood of his Redeemer; but he is humbled
in the very dust at the recollection of it; he realizes more and more
his need of preserving grace; and he longs for the time when there
will be no more fear of offending, and no more need for repentance,
but, through infinite mercy and infinite power, he will be "presented
faultless before the presence of the Divine glory with exceeding joy."
Ore, Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
JESUS ALL AND· IN ALL.
BELOVED, thou thy Lord would see,
Dost hear Him speaking, "Lean on
Me'
My grade sufficient is for thee" ?
Thy Jesus.

Beloved, do thou comfort take,
As Jesus suffered for thy sake,
So for thee He will undertake,
Thy Jesus.
He'll hide thee underneath His
He touched thy heart with living fire;
wing,
He bid thee for Himself inquire;
In perfect peace new songs to sing,
He whispers, " What is thy desire? " The triumphs of thy Lord and King,
Thy Jesus.
.
Thy Jesus.
AUNT Lucy.
HE that hath God's heart shall not want His arm.-Gumctll.
SPECIAL mercies call for special duties; as they that hold the largest
farms must pay the largest rents.-Dyer.
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"A WEE PRAYER."

GLADLY, at the request of a correspondent, do we insert the
following Royal Infirmary incident. We must confess it has brought
tears to our eyes. Our correspondent informs us tbat his son, who is
studying at the Glasgow Infirmary, and who holds and loves the
truth, knew the little patient as an inmate:A poor little boy, ten or eleven years of age, greatly emaciated
and exbausted by long-standing disease, was brought up in the hoist
to the operating theatre of tbe Royal Infirmary in Glasgow, to
undergo an operation, which it was thought might possibly have the
_ effect of prolonging the boy's life. His condition, however, was so
low and unsatisfactory that there was some fear not only that the
operation might not be successful in its results, but that during or
immediately following the operation the boy's strength might give in
and his spirit pass away. After reaching the theatre, which is seated
like the gallery of a church, and while the operating table was being
got ready, the little fellow was seated on a cushioned seat, and
looking up towards some students who were there to witness the
operation, with a pitiful, tremulous voice he said, "Will one of you
gentlemen put up just a wee prayer for a wee boy-I am in great
trouble and distress-just a wee prayer to Jesus for me in my sore
trouble 1 " The surgeon, patting him on the shoulder, spoke kindly
to him; but as he heard no prayer, and saw probably only a pitying
smile on the faces of some of the students, he turned his head away,
and in childish tones and words, wbich were sufficiently audible to
those around bim, he asked Jesus his Friend-" the Friend of wee
boys who loved Him "-to be with him, to have mercy on him in his
distres~. And, while the young doctor was putting the boy under
chloroform, so that he might feel no pain during the operation, so
long as he was conscious the voice of the boy was still heard in
words of prayer.
The surgeon, as he stood by the table on which the boy lay,
knowing tbat he had to perform an operation requiring some coolness
and calmness and delicacy of touch, felt ju."t a little overcome. There
was a lump in his throat which rather disturbed him. Soon, however,
he heard the words from the assistant who was administering the
chloroform, ,. Doctor, the boy is ready" ; and taking the knife in his
b.an.d, lu:ffi~ ()~ n.() lu:UI:~, h'O.d. t() \)I.'>~'..n. \,\\~ ()~~n\''..()n.. ~()()n. \,\\~
surgeon was conscious that the prayer which the little boy had offered
up for himself had included in its answer someone else, for the coolness of head, steadiness of hand, and delicacy of touch all came as
they were needed, and the operation was completed with more than
usual ease, dexterity, and success.
On the following morning, the surgeon going round his ward from
bed to bed, and coming to that on which the little boy lay, saw
from the placid, comfortable look on his face that his sUfferings had
been relieved and that all was well with }Jim. Going up to the
head of the bed, and taking the little wasted hand, which seemed
no larger than that of a bazaar doll, the surgeon Whispered into his
ear: "The good Jesus heard your prayer yesterday." A bright.

The Gospel Magazz'ne.

415

happy, confident look lit up the boy's face, and with a feeble yet
distinct pressure of the little hand, he looked up in the doctor's face
and said, "I ken't He wud." And then he added, "You, doctor,
were gude to me, too." But apparently thinking that the doctor was
on a different platform, and required something tangible for his care
and trouble, in a plaintive voice he said, "But I hae naething to gie
you." And then a bright thought came into his mind, and with a
little cheer in his tone he added, "I will just pray to Jesus for
you, doctor."
The surgeon, before leaving the ward, in bidding the boy good-bye
for the day, asked him where he came from, and where had he learnt
to know so much about Jesus and to love Him so dearly 7 He
answered: "I come frae Barrhead." "And were you in a Sabbath
school there 7" "Oh yes, in the Bourock schoo1."
The boy made a successful recovery, and soon returned to his
home.-ChTistian Leader.
"BECAURE HE HIMSELF LOVED IT."
WE have just been reading a most interesting pamphlet upon the
well-known "Bagster" Bible, and we feel we must be allowed to
give our readers the benefit of it, especially as anything that concerns our
precious life-long treasure, the written VYord, is always acceptable to
God's family.
The pamphlet is entitled, The Centenal'y of the Bagster
Pl~blishing H01~se (Established April 19th, 1794) : .
One hundred years ago, on the 19th April, 1794, Mr. SAMUEL
BAGSTER, then a young man just out of his seven years' apprenticeship
with Mr. WILLIAM OTRIDGE, commenced husiness as a bookseller at 81,
Strand. This eventful day was looked forward to with great interest by
a large number of friends, who vied with each other to be the first to
make a purchase and give the young man a good start. The race was
won by Mr. BASTARD, of Southampton, who, a short time after the
shutters were taken down, appeared and purchased a complete set of
JOHNSON'S Poets (45 volumes), then a comparatively recent production, and .
other books to the amount of £18. Later on, other friends came in and
were disappointed to find they had been forestalled.
The business steadily grew from day to day, and Mr. BAGSTER'S
constant attention and wonderful knowledge of books gradually established a connection which never left him, and laid the solid
foundation of the House which was to be carried on by his children
and his children's children. Early in his career he refused to sell
books with an immoral tendency, such as a general bookseller was then
expected to keep in stock -he saw a higher and nobler path before him,
and had the resolution to follpw it.
After some eighteen years of
prosperous business he discovered tbe want of a small pocket Reference
Bible, and set about supplying it. At that time the Bible trade was
a close monopoly, Dot only in this country but also in Scotland and in
Ireland. Here the King's Printer and the two Universities alone were
permitted to print Bibles; Sir DAVID HUNTER BLAIR had a similar right
for Scotland; and Mr. GRIERSON for Ireland. But it had been settled
that the patent did not extend to Bibles printed with Dotes. Mr.
BAGSTER, having decided upon the plan of his book, set to work by engaging some compositors and turning one of his top rooms into a
printing office. He was himself a good Biblical scholar, and the
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references were mainly selected, and all "Verified, by himself; the work
went on slowly, and was printed sheet by sheet, as composed, and the
type distributed. Those were not days when long numbers were printed
by machinery. Hand presses only were in use, and a thousand copies
was considered a good edition, two tbousand a .,ery large one. The
paper, thin, opaque, and tough, was made by J ORN DICKINSON, then a
young man, who, havin~ given great attention to chemistry and to the
manufacture of paper by machinery, was pushing bis way towards the
name which he eventually obtained.
This first Bible was the "Ruby" foolscap octavo, afterward, known.
as the Medium Polyglot Bible; the New Testament portion was issued in
1812, and was shortly followed by the Old Testament. When the Bible
came out, it was an immediate success. It was different from any other.
There were diamond, pearl, ruby and minion 2-l<mo Bibles in the
market ab-eady; but they were all thick, dumpy volumes, and they had
no references. The smallest Reference Bible was a Cambridge medium
octavo, and l'oyal octavos of the other two Presses; but no pocket
Reference Bible. Mr. BAGSTER.'S was a nice thin, compact volume, just
suited for pocket use. The public appreciation of this work, which was
only one of a series, determined Mr. BAGSTER to devote his energies
entirely to the production of Bibles and Biblical Works, and in 1816, his
lease having expired, he removed to No. 15, Paternoster Row, where the
name has remained to this day. He was now in the centre of the City
and in the midst of the wholesale Trade, and one of his first acts was
to connect himself with a Livery Company. He was invited to join the
distinguished Company of Grocers, and became a member of their Guild.
Another matter greatly conduced to the success of these Bibles-the
binding. Hitherto all the Bibles had been bound with open backs;
stiff, unyielding, easily broken, and not adapted to lie· open. Mr.
BAGSTER introduced a flexible tight back, and by sewing the sheets with
a very thin thread, or with silk, secured strength while preserving
flexibility. The modern Levant morocco, now so common, was then but
little known, and he not only used the Turkey grain, but for some years
used prepared seal-skins, and most of the covers so much admired for
the ~'pin-head" grain were really seal-skin and not morocco. Many of
these books were most daintily "blind" tooled by hand.
. Singularly enough, the authorised PI'esses did not for some yeal's
make any attempt to supply the want pointed out by Mr. BAGSTER; it
was not till 1836 that the Oxford Pearl Reference Bible appeared, and
about eighteen months later a similar edition from the Queen's Printers.
Since then there has been plenty of competition, both in England and
in Scotland. Notwithstanding all this, the "Bagster Bible" has, in
many quarters, maintained its place as the favourite. The Ruby Bible
was soon followed by facsimile editions in various languages-page for
page-and so printed as to interleave two languages in one volume.
This series was named "The Polyglot" (many tongues). It was a
Temarkable evidence of enterprise, but Mr. BAGSTER saw the need, and
having the courage to supply it, was rewarded by immediate succes, and
by a world.wide reputation. Eventually he combined all the languages
into ODe volume, showing eight OD one opening-the "Biblia Sacra
Polyglotta Bagsteriana." Thus the whole Bible was given-first in the
Hebrew with points (a translation of the New Testament into Hebrew
was prepared), then the two important versions, the Septuagint and the
Vulgate-and these were followed by the German of LUTRER, the French
of OSTERWALD, the Italian of DIODATI, the Spanish of SCIO, and the
English Authorised Version. To this was added a beautiful edition of
the Peschito Syriac New Testament, and the whole was issued as a
magnificent Folio Volume. Other schemes of like nature were matured;
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among them a quarto edition of the Polyglot, giving four languages on
the opening; and notably the "Liturgia Anglicana Polyglotta," being
the book of Commom Prayer in eight languages, quarto, which appeared
in 1821. This volume was inscribed to the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr. SUTTON, and attracted so much attention that Mr. BAGSTER was
presented at Court to King GEORGE IV., who accepted a copy of the
work in his usual graceful manner. He was introduced to His Majesty
by the Primate.
In 1822 a further edition of the Common Prayer in eight languages was
projected, in octave, and completed by the printer, when the premises at
15, Paternoster Row were completely burnt down and the whole impression
was destroyed. In his endeavour to save some valuable trust deeds for
which he was responsible, and which had that day been spread out for
his inspection, Mr. BAGSTER narrowly escaped with his life. A ladder was
obtained, and with the aid of a sailor, the shutters of tne first floor
were burst open and all the deeds saved by his own hands; but the room
was more than half consumed before this was effected.
Two other incidents may be mentioned: A friend, living in Hackney,
found burnt portions of one of Mr. BAGSTER'S publications in his garden,
and concluding there hiLd been a fire, came at once into the City with
offers of assistance. Mr. BAGSTER then lived in Doctors' Commons, and
on returning home with his wife, full of despair, he picked up a piece of
bill'ned paper on which were these striking words:" His will to accomplisb,
To save or consume things."
This fmgment was carefully preserved; and on his return to the scene
the next morning-on entering the warehouse-the first thing he saw was an
emblematical engraving partially burnt, but the following words distinctly
visible: "Fire may dissolve but it cannot annihilate." The fire was a
serious blow, for notwithstanding insurance, the loss was very heavy; lmt
on the morning after the fire Mr. BAGSTER was greatly cheered by a visit
from Sir J. W. LUBBOCK, Bart., his Banker, who said, "Keep up y"ur
confidence, I will give you all needful assistance." This generous offer was
of the utmost value, and Mr. BAGSTER was, a few years later, enabled to
make some small retill·n. During the terrible depression and financial
crisis of 1825, when many banking houses were closing their doors, there
was a run on LUBBOCK'S, and Mr. BAGSTER, quickly gathering every
available amount, went to Mansion House Street to pay in the whole,
sl1ying, "So satisfied am I of the stability of this house that I wish it
were thousands instead of hundreds." The tide turned rapidly and the
run was stopped.
The next work of importance issued was the "Compl'ehensive Family
Bible" in 1827. This was followed by the Polymicrian Series of New
Testaments and Common Prayers in many languages. On the original
title page, in forty-eight languages, of the Greek Testament of this series
first appeared the celebrated motto.e IIoAAal P.€v 8V7J'TOlS -yi\.6J'T'Tal, I"ua o'A8a.va'TOHfLV,"

which may be rendered "Many Tongues on Earth, but one in Heaven."
Mr. BAGSTER was again presented at Court, and was permitted to offer
a copy of the" Biblia Sacra Polyglotta Bagsteriana" to King WILLIAM IV.
In the interval of eleven yeal'S both the Sovereign and the Pl'imate had
died. He was introduced to his Majesty by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr. HOWLEY. As Mr, BAGSTER was then rather lame with sciatica, the
Primate insisted on carrying the large folio volume fo1' him. Truly, as
Solomon S!Lys, "Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand
before kings."
2 E-
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In 1833 "The Treasury Bible" appeared, the plan of which was to give
the Bible Student, interleaved with his Bible, a vast number of references
and notes-far more than it was possible to place in the ordinary
reference column. Then Mr. BAGSTER undertook a very important work
-a verbatim reprint of TYNDALE'S New Testament, antique spelling included, and with the title page reproduced.
This was followed by the
whole Bible, at first translated entire by MILES COVERDALE, October 4th,
1535, and on the same day of the same month in 1835, the facsimile
reprint appeared. His Royal Highness the DUKE OF SUSSEX, entrusted his
own copy of COVERDALE'S Bible to Mr. BAGSTER for this purpose, on the
condition that the leaves were not touched by the compositor or anyone
in the printing office.
This condition was faithfully observed, each leaf
was placed between glass in a frame and locked in a fireproof safe at
night.
In 1836 Mr. BAGSTER took three of his sons, JOHN, BENJAMIN, and
JONATHAN into partnership. The former did not long survive, and the
business was carried on for many years by the others, in conjunction with
their father, under the title of SAMUEL BAGSTER and SONS At this time
two more English versions of the Facsimile series were issued, first the
Miniature (Pearl) and then the Facsimile Large Print (Emerald, octavo).
These, with the Ruby, were all page for page, and for many years stood
alone in this facsimile idea which is of such inestimable assistance to
local memory. Of late years other Bible Houses have followed this good
example.
The ruling idea being to produce works which would assist Biblical
Students, 'many valuable books continued to 'be issued, till, in 1839,
was projected an undertaking of a new and highly important character,
namely, "The English Hexapla," having, as its basis, the Greek New
Testament in bold type, and underneath the six representative English
versions, Wiclif, 1380; Tyndale, 1534; Cranmer, 1539; Geneva, 1557;
Rheims, 1582; and the Authorised, 1611. This appeared as a fine quarto
volume, and is still in demand. Another work, similar in character,
followed, namely, the "Biblia Ecclesia Polyglotta," being the Sunday
Lessons in four columns in Hebrew, English, Greek, and Latin; but
owing to the recent changes in the Lessons of the Church of England,
this is now obsolete.
During the year 1846 spacious premises were taken near Gray's Inn,
where the manufacturing part of the business was carried on under the
special supervision of BENJAMIN BAGSTER, his brother JONATHAN devoting
himself to the Paternoster Row Branch. Mr. SAMUEL BAGSTER had now,
to some extent, retired to his charming country house, Birch Cottage,
Old Windsor, where, after attaining a good old age, he died in March
1851, in his 79th year.
Of all the numerous instances of Mr. BAGSTER'S enterprise, one of the
moat striking was "The Bible of Every Land," as it was also the last
executed under his own superintendence.
The energy and perseverance
shown in procuring specimens of so many languages and dialects were
truly remarkable on the part of a 'man about to close bis career. The
whole of the type for the native languages was lent by the Emperor of
Austria, from his matchless typographical collection. A history of the
Sacred Scriptures, in every case where translations existed, rendel'ed the
work altogether unique.
Mr. BAGSTER declined the proffered offer of knighthood. He was one
of the typical English citizens who are, and always have been, the
strength of the English nation, and he lived throughout a period when
the qualities of such were put to the severest test. For fully thirty years
of his life the nation was engaged in war, and the merchants and traders
of that day were each and all of ·them as much the defence of the
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kingdom as those who risked their lives in the army 01' navy. Their task
was lighter, but then it may be said to have no end, so sanguinary and
so prolonged was the struggle for which the nation had to furnish the
supplies.
There were also riots, rebellions and revolutions, as in 1780
1789,1798, 1819, 1830, and 1848.
His skill and foresight laid the foundation of that form of handy
pocket Bible which is now'in general use, and his introduction of the
Facsimile idea caused an eminent critic of his time to style him "the
benefactor of both hemispheres."
His widow lived to complete her
hundredth year, dying in 1877, and maintaining her faculties to the very
end. In the la~t year of hel' life she was honoured by a visit from Her
Majesty, QUEEN VICTORIA, and a few weeks later by one from PRINCE
LEOPOLD, the late Duke of Albany.

It would lengthen our article too much to particularize the many
other improved editions of the Bible and valuable religious works
published by this firm. Mr. JONATHAN BAGSTER died in 1872, and his
brother BENJAMIN in 1891, in his eightieth year.
We may close this record of work during the past centur~ of
years by one simple tribute to the memory of the Founder of the FIrm ;
who above and beyond all natural trade emulation and desire for success,
sought not only to embellish the exterior of the Divine Word, but also
to produce aids for its better elucidation and enjoyment, beoause he
himself loved it. To his successors, and to the readers of this booklet, wo
can but add, "Wnose faith follow."

SUMMER.
THE winter is over and gone;
The storm-clouds have vanished
away:
How grand is the blush of the dawn;
How glorious the beams of the
day.
The lark is aloft on the wing,
Exploring the regions of air;
What visions his melodies bring
Of summer, bright, blooming, and
fair.

But soon to the earth I return,
And leave the bright visions behind:
Again to my idols I turn,
A fleeting enjoyment to find.
Dear Jesus, I'm waiting for Thee,
And long to be filled with Thy
love:
I'm thirsting Thy beauty to see,
And praise Thee for ever above.

Still higher the minstrel ascends,
And warbles his rapturous strain:
But see! to the earth he descends,
To wander the desert again.

What bliss in Thy presence to stand,
Beyond the dark rage of the foe:
Saved! saved! by Thy conquering
hand,
The joys of salvation to know.

Thus oft when the Friend of my
soul
Turns winter to summer di vine,
How sweetly His comforts console
These light tribulations of mine.

How strange was the pity and grace,
That saved a poor rebel like me,A sinner so wretched and base,
Thy mercy so sovereign and free!

I mount on the pinions of joy,
Almost to the portals of heaven;
His mercies my praises employ,
And foretastes of glory are given.

Scarborough.

I'll praise and exalt Thy dear name,
Till life and its changes are o'er:
And all Thy sweet mercies proclaim,
When time and this world are no
more.
W. S. ROBINSON.

2 E 2

420

The Gospel Magazine.

BISHOP RYLE'S TRACTS.
THE heart of Protestant England is ever cheered when they remember
their noble leader, the Bishop of Liverpool. He is one nnspoilt by the
conferring of the Bishopric, and loves still to set forth the old Gospel
story of salvation by grace. In the April Number of our Magazine,
page 245, one of our correspondents instances a case he knew of as
being convinced of her state before God through reading a tract by
Bishop RYLE, entitled, "Do you ever pra.y? 11
And another case comes to hand, in a contemporary, which is deeply
interesting and encouraging to that dear aged servant of Christ, whose
labours have not been in vain in the Lord, and who, having sought
the honour and glory of his Lord in all his calling, shall be honoured
also of Him when He shall say, " Well done, good and faithful servant,
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."
It was the custom of my dear mother, many years ago, when unable
to get to service, to gather we little ones and our nurae around her,
and spend the Sabbath evening in reading to us. Invariably the
request was for Mr. RYLE'S tracts, for he was Mr. RYLE then, Vicar of
Stradbroke, Suffolk. And now to the second case to which we have
referred :"Some years ago a young man, a Spaniard by birth, visited Leamington from New York, and received in the Pump Room a tract, which
was given him casually by a lady. It was one of Canon (now Bishop)
RYLE'S tracts, and was the means of his conversion. On his return to
America, where his parents had taken up their residence, he entered
one of the universities, and, having been ordained by Bishop PORTER,
was appointed missionary to the Spanish-speaking people of New York.
From thence he went to Mexico, where he was appointed to one of the
principal churches in the capital. He translated the whole of Bishop
RYLE'S tracts into Spanish, and the result was that there are now
one hundred and sixty Protestant congregations in Mexico, whereas a
few years before there was but one; and sixty-three thousand persons
have seceded from the church of Rome. The title of the tract is,
"Are you forgiven ~ "-The Christian.
Anyone who read his recent charge to his clergy must have been
struck with the outspoken words of this veteran Bishop in defence of
the inspired Word of God, and in his aim to preserve the Sabbath for
the day of rest divinely appointed of the Lord of the whole universe.
R.
May He long preserve to us our nobl'3 Bishop of Liverpool.
WE must be declared free from guilt and invested with a righteousness
that will stand before the law of sinless perfection and entitle us to
the kingdom of heaven. And if we have it not in ourselves, where
must we look for it but as existing solely in the Person of Jesus
Christ ~ Dcpendencp, therefore, upon that righteousness, as wronght
out by Him for believers, and appointed of God for sinners to trust
in, is the precious faith of the Gospel, by which the soul is justified.
-Venn.

The Gospel M agaz£ne.

Irottstltnt

421

~ eaton.

POPERY A SNARE AND A TRAP TO UNWARY
PROTESTANTS.
BY A COUNTRY CLERGYMAN.

"Keep l1~e from the snct1'e which they have lctid for me."-PSALM cxli. 9:
THE wise man, a long while ago, remarked, "Surely in vain the net
is spread in the sight of any bird." And we know full well, that to
catch a bird in a snare, we must be very wary in our movements,
and quiet in all our proceedings. Any creature that hath a wing
would soon be beyond our reach, could it perceive the trap that we
lay for its liberty or life. Now, we fear that some of our neighbours,
and especially the simple and unlettered poor, are hardly so cautious
and prudent as they should be, when Roman Catholics try to beguile
them from the faith of their forefathers and to entangle them in the
meshes of Popery.
Olten times they are caught before they are aware, like a bird
which sees, perhaps, a bright yellow grain in the trap, and thinks
within itself, "Oh, if I may but get that nice morsel of corn, I will
And tben, perhaps, the little
risk the danger of getting it!"
creature is taken, when it is too late to regret tbe peril of the
venture. The plan of the Papist is this, first to turn some poor man
and his wife from the true Catholic or universal Church of Christ to
the Rumish sect; afterwards to take their children into the Popi~h
schools; by and-by, to get this perverted family to open their
cottage for wurship; then to invite some other people around to
attend, and so, step by step, to obtain a firm footing in the place.
Sometimes, where no person can be so turned to Popery, houses
are hired, and Roman Catholics are sent from a distance to live in
them. By little and little, the opening increases; and after much sly
and secret working on the part of the Papists and their helpers,
everybody is surpris..d by a sudden outbreaking, or establi,hmel.t of
Popery amongst them. The snare is laid ~o cunningly, and the
allurements are spread so enticingly, that our unwary Protestant
fellow-countrymen, like so many unsuspecting birds, are presently
beguiled and entangled almost beyond escape or deliverance; and
then, alas! for the souls that once for all become the dupes and tbe
captives of Rome!
Her fetters are too strong to be easily UnWl'Ullg, and her way
goetb down to the chambers of death. in your very sight, it ma)7 be,
is the snare of the enemy laying; and sur..ly with .I \lur ep's wine
open upon it, y"u will nut suffer yoursel ves to b,· c~ught or deceived
by those who would beguile you from the simple faith of the Gospel,
or lead you into the ridiculuus mummeries, yea, the awful idolatries,
of the Church of Rome.
Observe how they will begin with you: "There is not so much
difference," they will tell )10U, "as some pretend to discover between
Protestantism and Popery; consequently you may be as good PapLts
as you may Protestants."
Again, they will ask, "Are you quite sure that the Protestant
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version of the Bible\ is a true and correct one ~ Are there not many
perversions of the Scriptures in it ~ " Thus they would awaken sus·
picion and darkness in your minds, and then, under cover of that
darkness and doubtfulness, bring in their own mistranslations and
errors. You will hear, too, plenty of abuse of one Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER, as if he were the devil incarnate, because he opposed and
brought to light all the wicked proceedings of the Pope, and the
bareface impudence of the priests, in selling pardons for sins.
Once more: A vast deal will be said to you about the Roman
Catholic Church as being the only true Church-holy, and one, and
universal. Tell them it is stained with the blood of fifty millions of
the human race; that its boasted unity is a mere delusion, and that
it never was, nor will be, the mother and mistress of all Churches. The
City of the Seven Hills is the harlot of the Book of Revelation; and what
her doom shall be, you may read in the eighteenth chapter of the same.
Masses will be offered for you while you are living, and prayers put
up for you when you are dead, if you will give something towards a
Popish chapel. Tell them their masses are vain oblations, aud prayers
for the dead as useful as moonlight shade to warm us in a winter's
night. Their so-called masses are dangerous deceits.
Sur,h are some of the deceits whereby Popery will catch you if it can.
Oh, listen to this cautionary warning, and be aware that when Popery
cannot growl like a dragon, it will bleat like a lamb; when it cannot
devour like a lion, it will fascinate like a snake.
Dear readers, we do beseech you to pause and ponder ere you give
any countenance to Popery. We are free to admit that mliny Protestants do not value as they ought their inestimable privileges; but
charge not this to the fault of our religion. When Protestantism
prevails with power, it does truly inform, exalt, and bless mankind;
whereas, in every country under heaven, Popery impoverishes and
debases men. It cannot do otherwise; for it is, in its fulness, a system
of tyranny and terror. Witness all history, and all events. It is well
suited to human nature, in its blindness and its love of earthly things,
and therefore it is so many are taken by it. Some may be pious
Romanists, but they are so -in spite oj, and not th1'ough, their religion.
Our great and noble forefathers died at the stake to rescue us from the
snares of its dangerous system. Will you allow yourselves to be
entangled by them again, and once more suffer yourselves and your
children to be drawn back into that fearful darkness into which all
Popish lands are yet sunk 1 Oh, be it your solemn determination to
hold fast the pure Word of God, and aim, in a life according to it, to
win your Roman Catholic neighbours to a better way. Beware how
you give them your countenance or support. Give nothing towards
their chapels, or be induced, by any consideration whatever, to attend
them. It would be a sin in you to sanction their worship by your
joining in it. See what your Almighty Father says to you in Rev.
xviii. 4; and oh, remember. as surely as you partake of Rome's
apostasy, so surely must you share her plagues and punishment
(Rev. -xiv. 9-11). May our gracious and only Saviour enable each of
you to say, "Our soul is Elilcaped as a bird out of the snare of the
fowler: the snare is broken, and we are escaped" (Psalm cxxiv. 7).

The Gospel Magazz"ne.

423

GOD.GIVEN FAITH HONOURED.
THE Rock, in giving a report of the recent Women's Protestant Union
May meeting, tells the following remarkable answer to prayer, as related
by the Rev. H. H. PULLEN, from Italy, who spoke for the Rev. E. OLARKE'S
mission amougst Roman Oatholics at Spezia:It is the great vantage.ground for all such work in northern Italy,
and (added Mr. PULLEN), if you want to influence the land generally, go
to Spezia. The work there, however, is not light, nor pleasant for people
who would be frightened by threats and acts of violence. The mobs were
very troublesome at one time, and they were hounded on by the pl'iests.
But the work had progressed in a wonderful way, with the hand of God
upon it. A friend of Mr. CLARKE had one day pointed out a palatial
building which had not been finished by the proprietor, whose days of
prosperity had been cut short. "If you can get that building," said the
friend, "for your work, you will get the finest, from every point of view,
that is likely to come in your way." Mr. CLARKE dismissed the idea almost
as soon as it was presented to him, as he knew that three of the wealthiest
men in the district had resolved to outbid each other, a.nd get it at any
price when the sale came on. The day of sale was announced, and it was
a most singular fact that each of those men were journeying away from
home at the time, and the building was bought for Mr. CLARKE for
the cost of the ground on which it stood. But there was a sum of
£500 to pay down as a deposit within a fortnight, and in the meantime
the would-be purchasers had returned to their homes, and, together
with the Roman Catholic priesthood, were enraged at the way the
property had slipped through their hands, and were resorting to every
device to prevent the sale being actually effe::ted. Lady HAVELOCK,
who was in Spe:da at the time, Mr. CLARKE, and his sister, decided to meet
every day to pray that the £500 might be forthcoming. They met day after
day, and on the thirteenth day there was only £13, which Lady HAVELOCK,
had given or collected. The last day came, and with it a letter from a
member of the Society of Friends in England, who wrote to Mr. CLARKE
in these words: "Friend, I know not thy present need, but the Lord
hath laid it on my heart to send thee £700, which is now at --," naming
a bank in Spezia. Now the building is the centre of operations for Italy,
and there is an army of workers there. At the time of the cholera,
some years ago, the priests fled from the city, and Mr. CLARKE'S offer
to see to the sanitary work was accepted by the authorities, and the
services of the Protestants during that time worked a great change in
the attitude of the population towards them. All recent trouble has been
caused by the action of the Jesuites-a good sign of progress. The schools
now contain seven hundred children, who are daily under the teaching
of the doctrine of a living Christ.

Truly ours is a God who loves to be inquired of by His Israel, and
He has said, "He that waiteth on his Master shall be honoured."
He never turns His children empty away, nor says to the house of Jacob,
"Seek ye My face in vain." Therefore the foregoing and many such
answers to prayer, told or untold, in the experience of His children
proves His love and power to "do exceeding abundantly above that
we are able to ask or think," for His is a treasury that contains such
boundless stores of grace, that no amount of asking on our part can by
any means impoverish nor diminish its store. His promise shall for
ever stand good: "I will bless you more and more, both you and
your children."
R.

424

The Gospel Magazine.

EPISCOPAL DEMENTIA.
"THl£ Society of Jesus, and the Church Missionary.Society, both belong
to the same era, and both are animated by THE SAME SPIRIT " (!) So
spoke the Archbishop of Canterbury, as reported in the press, at the
"United Missionary Conference" held recently in London. The statement is pregnant with significance, for, either Dr. BENSON must be
lamentably lacking in ability to distinguish between the Gospel of the
grace of God and the anti-Christian doctrines propagated by the Jesuits,
or, he must have assumed an amount of ignorance in his hearers which,
for charity's sake, it is to be hoped does not exist in any average
English audience at the close of the nineteenth century. It certainly
is notorious that the objects of the pernicious Society established by
the wily Spanish devotee of the Papacy-IGNATIUS LoyoLA-aim at the
destruction of the Gospel of Christ, while the history of the intrigues
of the Jesuits abundantly proves that, so far from being "animated
by the same spirit" as the Evangelical institution named by the
Archbishop, which was founded and organized by Protestant Christians
and ministers, to a man, the spirit of the Jesuits is to promote the
extirpation of Bible Protestantism.
Hence the bitter Papal opposition
to the Evangelical work of the Church Missionary Society in Uganda and
other spheres of labour amongst the heathen, fields into which the agents
of the Church Missionary Society entered years in advance of the operations of the Roman Catholics. The disposition of Dr. BENSON to introduce
the work and interests of the Jesuits has strangely exhibited itself during
the entire period of his filling the most exalted office in the English
Establishment; or, as his Grace would would express it, since he was
appointed to "the chair of the martyred Laud." This frequent
Archiepiscopal reference to the Jesuits, in terms of dubious meaning,
creates alarm. in the minds of loyal members of the Protestant
Church of England, while it certainly tends to discredit the Establishment in the estimation of the potent Nonconformist Churches. There
is something inexplicable in the infatuation which the Episcopal
body displays at the present crucial juncture in the history of our
Its fidelity to the Great Reformation of the
National Church.
sixteenth century is the sole claim that Church possesses to exist
for twenty-four hours as established by statute law. Yet, in face
of the notorious fact that disestablishment is under discussion in
the Legislature, the Bishops, with pitiably few exceptions, foster,
patronise, and reward those clergy who openly avow their intentIOn
to undo the blessed work of the Reform<\tion, and to set up the
blasphemous Mass Sacrifice with its multiform idolatries, and so insult
the Most High God and pain His faithful people who. refuse to bow
the knee to the breaden god ofthe so-called" altar." N or do the Bishops
content themselves with patronising the enemies of the Gospel of
Christ. They also persecute-as far as they at present dare-those
clergy and laity who are the true representatives and successors of
tbe Protestant Reformers. Many cases are witl1in our knowledge of
the cruel pressure which certain Bishops have brought to bear on
those who bear faithful witness against the abominations of Anglican
Romanism under its various aliases of Tractarianism, Puseyism, and
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Ritualism. But the strain put once more on the consciences of God's
people will patiently endure only to a given point, afl of old, and the
day of rough-and-ready reckoning for traitorous ecclesiastical rule will
most surely arrive, with results of which those who lord it over God's
heritage appear to have not the slightest anticipation. For, if they
had, they would not venture upon appeals for Evangelical co-operation
in Church defence work. The conclusion to which we are driven,
therefore, is that the old Latin adage applies to these Rome Rulers in
the threatened Establishment-Quos De1GS vult pe1'Cle1'e rrius dementatThose whom God has a mind to uestroy, He first deprives of their
JAMES ORJIUSTON.
senses.

;gtllb'tS

fot

~iHrc ~ncs

in Qliratc.

ELECTING LOVE.
WE find reference is made to this in some way or another forty times
in Holy Writ. Prefacing our subject, we will notice the sixth chapter
of John's Gospel, and find these to be the utterances that fell from
Jesus' mouth during His sojourn in this lower sphere ;-He, the Lord
of heaven and earth, the Son of that Eternal Father, strong to saye,
who existed before all time, of whom we finite creatures know nothing
beyond what He has been pleased to reveal to us, around whose existence
such tremendous glory and mystery, like a mantle, is cast till that
glorious kingdom come, of which Jesus said, "Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard; neither hath it entered into the heart of man the things
that are prepared by God for them that love Him" (1 Cor. ii. 9) ;-in
this chapter we are noticing Jesus reiterates again and again the words
which are to His Spirit.taught ones a cause for rejoicing; to others,
whose hearts are not illumined by divine light, an unsavoury doctrine,
namely, "No mun can come unto Me except the Father which hath sent Me
dmw him." Now, having noticed the hand that guides to Jesus, the
Bread of Life, which if any man eat he shall never perish, we will
turn our farther attention to our subject, electing love, which is the
theme of the whole of the ninth chapter of Paul's Epistle to the Romans;
-that same Paul who was stopped in a miraculous manner when
persecuting the Church of God, - and who was called of God to turn
about and propagate that same Gospel which he had laboured so hard
to destroy i-this same Paul, who was given a thorn in the flesh, lest
he should be exalted above measur~, through having been caught up
into the third heavens, and hearing such unspeakable things which
it is not lawful for a man to utter, who had such an abundance of
heavenly revelations i-this heaven-taught minister, this chosen and
peculiarly-favoured one, after being caught up into Paradise, wrote this
very chapter, which, with the sixth chapter of John, is not read by
the preachers of to-day, unless they be God-sent men (Rom. x. 15).
The Bi\;lle is divided into two parts, the Old Testament and the New
Testament. Testament means will-so this is the will or testament
of God to us, and'if we hope to benefit eternally by this, God's
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will, may we never be found amongst that number who reject part of
the will of God concerning us, or in the words of inspiration, "Wrest
the Scriptures, as do others, to their own destruction" (2 Peter iii. 16).
We ask, would they not gladly peruse the whole will of an earthly
friend, who left their possessions to them in this, life, from whence they
may be called even before they come into the f'njoyment bf the newfound heritage, which at best is but fleeting and transitory ~ and yet
they will not entertain this written by Paul, and spoken by Jesus; in
a word, they reject part of the will of God concerning possessions in
that land of pure delight which abideth for ever, which is far and
beyond anything this world can give.
Again, one of the mercies of election is, How did we come to know
anything of the Bible ~ How is it we have the smallest interest in
Christian circles 1 We might have been born ioto an infidel family,
into the company of the profane despisers of Jesus, or in a heathen
country amongst idol worshippers. Ere we had being, did not God
elect or appoint the hour, the place, where we should enter the
world under such favoured circumstances, with such Christian privileges 1
Did He not in many cases bless us with praying parents, who besieged
the throne of grace day and night that we might give evidence of
being recipients of this excellent knowledge, of which Paul speaks in
such high encomiums as being so far above all earthly knowledge and
wisdom 1 In other cases where their advent into this world is not
preceded by praying friends, but where God is pleased to use some
instrument or circumstance to bring them to fall at His feet, and
finally to a knowledge of Himself.
In some instances they are sunk
so low in sin and degradation, they are snatched as brands from
the burning; they can in after days feel the full force of the poet's
words"Election, 'tis a word divine,
For I can plainly see,
Had not Thy choice prevented mine,
I ne'er had chosen Thee."
JOHN BRADFORD, when he saw a man going to the place of execution,
said, "There goes JOHN BRADFORD, but for the grace of God." He
felt it was preventing mercy that alone saved him from such a fate;
and when one is led to see this, and feel the love of God shed abroad
in their heart, then there is such a falling into the Divine hands,
feeling, " Thou doest all things best"-these questionings are out of place
-they do not then trouble whether it would be best to be saved
according to man's dictates, seeing "the world by wisdom knew not
God." What does it matter how they are saved, if they are recipients
of such a love as ·this ~ it is enough to know God says (referring to
Christ's kingdom), "Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy
power" (Psalm cx. 3).
Can we, the creatures of a day, form any idea what God is, that
we should measure Him by our standards, and pronounce judgment
on Him ~ (Rom. ix. 20.) He is as familiar with the future as the
past. Multitudes of His loved and His own not yet born are all
known to Him, and whether they shall be born into Christian circles
or into dens of iniquity will not alter Eis divine purposes concerning
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them (2 Tim. i. 9). "They shall be Mine in the day when I make
up My jewels" (Mal. iii. 17).
Take away election, or the Divine appointments of God, and you
undermine the whole fabric, and render the Scriptures void. If God
did not before determine or predestinate that certain characters should
arise, and certain kingdoms come into prominence in the world's
history, how could the Spirit of prophecy come upon God's prophets,
directing them to declare HiH will concerning the kingdoms of the
earth-the rise of one, the fall of another, &c. (Dan. ix. 23); the
time of the acceptance of the Gentiles (Acts x. 9), &c.; the calling of
individuals (Acts ix. 10; 1 Kings xi. 29), &c. ~
Now, who of us finite creatures can look forward one hour with
any certainty, seeing our breath is in our nostrils ~ "Man is as a
flower of the field; the wind passeth over it, and it is gone: the
place thereof shall know it no more." And shall this poor puny man
deny to God His divine prerogative-He who is Lord over all-at
the sound of whose voice the earth trembles ~
We may not leave our subject without noticing the declaration of
Scripture, that sins of ignorance shall be forgiven (Num. xv. 28);
neither must we lose sight of the promises of mercy to sinners:
" Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice,
and open the door, I will come in to him" (Rev. iii. 20); "Seek,
and ye shall find; ask, and it shall be given to you; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you" (Matt. vii. 7). And when with yonder
favoured throng we enter that state of heavenly perfection which
awaits the lowly followers of the Lamb, we shall see these promises
of mercy so sweetly blending in with electing love, that we shall
behold it as a harmonious whole, and be forced to fall before Him
in adoring wonder, crying, "Crown Him Lord of all."
"Oh, may we dare to hope to stand
In the pure glory of that holy land P"
Sidlesham.

A; E. P.

PRAYER-MEETING RESOLUTIONS.
1. I WILL make it a matter of conscience to attend. " Not forsaking
the assembling of yourselves together." 2. I will endeavour to bring
others. "Come thou with us, and we will do thee good." 3. As I
"We would see
enter the room, I will ask the Saviour's presence.
Jesus."
4. I will not choose a back seat. "How pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity."
5. I will not so seat myself
as to keep others from the same pew. "Be courteous." 6. I will
endeavour to fix my attention upon worship and the Word. " This
people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, but their heart is
far from Me."
7. My prayers and remarks shall be brief. "For
God is in heaven, and thou upon earth; therefore let thy words be
few." 8. I will avoid critical thoughts of others who take part.
"Judge not." 9. By Christ's grace dwelling in me, I will daily try
to live as I pray. "Not everyone that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord;
but he that - doeth the will of My Father."-Golden CenseT.
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AN ANSWERED PRAYER.
A

TRUE STORY.

"And she said, "Oh, my lord, as thy smb! liveth, my lord, I am the
woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lord.
Fm' this child I
prayed,. and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of Him."
-1 SAMUEL i. 26, 27.

THERE are two questions which frequent,ly present themselves to the
minds of Ohristians. The first is: "Does God answer prayer 1" The
other: "Do sermons ever accomplish anything 1 " The following
incident has its bearing upon both.
Not long ago I read an account in a newspaper of a boy who was
convicted on a charge of stealing sixpenceworth of pears from an
orchard. The magistrate imposed a fine of five shillings and four
shillings costs, or in default, seven days' imprisonment. Having no
money to pay and no friend but his mother, who was too poor to help
him, the boy was conveyed to prison.
The next day was Sunday, and I preached on the subjpct of Redemption. In illustration of a point I wished to make, I referred to the
case (which had deeply touched me; of the poor boy thus doomed to
heavy punishment because he had no one to pay his fine. It would
have been the case with all of us, I said, had Jesus not" given His
life a ransom" for sinners.
At the close of the service a verger immpdiately came and told me
that two ladies wished to speak to me. To my surprise I found that
both (though strangers to one another, and having been seated in
different parts of the church) were anxious to pay the fine for the
boy.
Feeling that I was thus not only given an opportunity, but weighted
with a grave responsibility, I went next morning to the prison and
-interviewed the authorities. On learning the object of my mission
they seemed as glad as myself, and made no difficulty about releasing
the boy on paymeDt of fourteen shillings, which they said would cover
the full amount of the expenses connected with the case. They also
allowed me to interview the boy. He was about sixteen years of age,
and poorly but cleanly dress~d. He looked much younger than his
years, and had a pleasing countenance, but he was pale and trembling,
as though he felt his position keenly. "Good morning," said I, "I
have come to buy you out of this place." "Thank you, sir, you are
very kind. o, "Tell me, why did you take the pears 1" "Because I
was very hungry, sir." "But do you not know, that whether you are
hUllgry or not, it is a sin to steal 1 " " I did not think of that at the
time. I was hungry." "Have you thought of it since as a sin 1" "I
have, sir, and I am very sorry."
"Do you think you could do so
again 1 " "I don't think so."
I then -told him what had happened in church, finishing my account
with the inquiry, "Does it not seem as if God were watching over
you, and is anxious to keep you from harm?" "It looks like it, sir,"
he replied. "Did your mother see you before you came to prison 1"
"Yes; but she could no~ pay the fine for me."
"What did she say
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to you 7>' "She told me to hurry home as s)on as ever I got out."
"What would you do with two shillings, if I gave you that sum 7"
"I would buy my ticket home and give the rest to her."
After a few words of counsel, and prayer for his future, I left him.
Fifteen minutes afterwards I saw him take his ticket at the railway
station, and start for his home. It was a fine August Bank Holiday,
and amongst all the pleasure seekers who crowded the platform, the
sun shone down on no happier or more hopeful face than his.
The following morning an account of the incident appeared in the
public press. My name being given, I was inundated with letters of
congratulation and offers of help. Some people called on me anet gave
money for the boy. Others wrote and offered to take him into their
service. Amongst these was a lady who offered to train him as a page.
I sent him to her the next day.
After a brief interval I went to see the poor mother. She cried
with joy when she saw me, and was almost too overcome to thank me.
She told me a pitiful tale about her struggles with a large family.
This boy's father was dead, and she had married again, but had
separated from her second husband on account of his cruelty to the
children. "Is my young friend a good boy, generally 7" I asked.
"Yes, sir. I never knew him to do such a thing before." "Has he
been to school 7,. "Oh, yes; he's a beautiful scholar. Those is his
certificates on the wall. I sometimes thinks they've filled him so full
of learnin' that it's softened his brain. That may be why he did it."
" Perhaps. But you must be thankful to God for giving him a new
chance."
"I am thankful to God for it. It was an answer to my
prayer. I was heart-broken, but I prayed all night and day that God
would send some one to help him, as I couldn't, and it has all come
out as I prayed." "Is your husband well-to-do 1" "He is, and now
that the boy is to do for himself, through the lady's kindness who's
made him a page, perhaps me and him may live together again."
As I went away from her, meditating on this strange occurrence, I
could not help feeling that the key-note of the whole was contained
in her own words, "It has all come out as I prayed."-By the Rev.
F. St. John Cm'belt, M.A., St. Michael's, Chester Square, from "Living
Waters."
IT is not the nature of our sins, nor their number, nor their
aggravations, can hinder our pardon and salvation, since a sacrifice of
immense value has been offered to God for their atonement. He who
is the "mighty God, is mighty to save; able to save even to the
uttermost;" so that no guilt is so great, but the death of the Son of
Goel is sufficient to atone for it.-Brine.
THERE are great. lives that fashion themselves in prayer. Their
communion with God gives them somewhat of the dignity of their
associations. All the belittling things of life are obscured and hidden
under the august conceptions that engross the mind when it is holding
fellowship with God. Outwardly, such a life is filled with the peace
and warmth of the Gospel, and it is fruitful in spiritual results that
shall be counted among the treasures of heaven.-Leighton.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel lVlagazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-In sending you the following letters I venture
to appeal to your readers for increased help in books, volumes, and
magazines. We have many open doors to scatter the seed of life, the
pure Word of God, and in so doing we have the promise of God
Himself, that His Word shall not return unto Him void, but that it
shall accomplish His eternal purposes and plans. Donations in money
will also be very acceptable. "Let us not be weary in well doing:
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. As we have t,herefore
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who
are of the household of faith" (Gal. vi. 9, 10).
FROM IRELAND.

I am about to trouble you again by asking if you could kindly send
me a packet of books and Gospel papers occasionally, such as you used
to send us at the - - ? We have a very interesting work here amongst
soldiers and seamen, and great facilities for the circulation of such help
as you have so kindly sent me from time to time, the benefits of which
eternity alone can reveal.
FROM A SOLDIERS' HOME.

Thanks very much for parcel of books received; they are distributed,
and so very much appreciaten; it is a great help to us.
FROM A MISSIONARY.

I have again to thank you for another grant of Gospel literature. How my
heart rejoiced while unpacking the precious publications containing the
truth of God, to be scattered as bread upon the face of the waters, to be
found after many days. May the Lord the Spirit make it productive in
gathering many souls to Himself. I do thank our heavenly Father for
sending me, through you, such timely help in connection with His
work. How such instances prove His faithfulness to His loved ones.
How blessed to be able to trust Him with all our need, and let Him
supply it in His own way. I do have such real pleasure and joy in
sowing the precious seed contained in those God-honoured publications,
that I feel confident real blessing must follow. How eagerly do the
seamen read Old Jonathan, and the Gospel Magazine. This has been
blessed to some of the Lord's tried ones. May they bring in a great
harvest, to the praise of His saving grace.
With kind Ohristian regards and many thanks,
Believe me, dear friend, yours very sincerely in Him,
ANN EVERARD BInDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisbury, June 6th, 1894.
IT is
cut of
goats."
steeped

said of the diamond, that "it cuts other jewels, but is itself
none; nothing will soften it but steeping it in the blood Of
Nor will man's adamantine heart be softened to purpose until
in the blood of Ohrist, the true SC<1pe goat.-A1-rowsmith.
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LITTLE BUT LOVED.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-It is with much fear and trembling that I commence
to write to you, but trust you will pardon me in so doing. I have
for a long time felt constrained to write, first to the late beloved
Dr. DOUDNEY, but during his life-time could not raise sufficient courage
to do so, now I can hold no longer.. 1 have been a reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE f0r some years, and oh, what many times I have
had occasion to bless God whilst perusing its pages! The" Wayside
Notes," also, have often afforded solid comfort and consolation, whilst
in reading I have, it has seemed to me, read my very thoughts. I
remember particularly upon one occasion being much tried (as 1 have
been for some four or five years; God only knows to what extent!)
respecting the will of God concerning my future path, when upon
opening and reading " Wayside Notes" -" Take heed, and be quiet;
fear not, neither be fainthearted." Oh, what a calm, quiet spirit was
given! I felt 1 could indeed leave all with the dear Master. The
words, "Be quiet," and comments thereon seemed especially applicable
to my ca.~e. I who had been almost overwhelmed with the thoughts
of the future, here found a direct command, "Be quiet." By the
blessing of the Spirit upon the words, I was enabled to feelingly say,
" Not my will, but Thine be done."
I have, dear brother, been kept in the good old way for ten years
or more, I mean experimentally, although thanks be to God, to whom
the glory alone belongs. Having had godly parents and grand-parents,
who, as far as enabled, endeavoured to bring up those entrusted to
them, in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, so that 1 was not
allowed outwardly to run with the giddy multitude to do evil; although
I confess, to my shame, I often longed for the time to arrive when I
should no longer be under father or mother's eye, to be able to take
my fill of the so-called pleasures that this present world affords. But
thanks be to sovereign grace, it was not to be so, for before the
wished-for time had arrived, the word had come, "Thus far shalt thou
go," &c. The words of the poet often express my feelings now.. When in the slippery paths of youth
With heedless steps I ran,
Thine arm of love conveyed me safe,
And led me up to man."

=

I was, although not more than ten or twelv'e years of age, for a long
time in great distress of mind knowing-yea, more, feeling-myself to be
a hell-deserving sinner before a just and holy God; knowing full well
that in many, many ways (which to some might, perhaps, appear but
small things) I had sinned against the Lord (I own), in thought, in.
deed, in word,
.. And justly might be sent to hell,
In endless misery to dwell."
Up to that time I had known religion but as a theory, now what a
change! To me it had become a matter of the deepest importance; I
had known that the mission of the dear Lord upon this earth was to
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save sinners, but now the vital question arose, Did He save me ~ Did
He put away my siDs by the sacrifice of Himself ~ Alas! I feared not,
nor could I gain but little or no hope He ever would. But at length
the set time arrived. I went, one Sunday evening, with several other
relatives, to Mote Road Chapel, Maidstone. The minister for the day was
Mr. J. CLARKE (now at St. Neots). The words chosen as a text, upon
which a merciful God was pleased to set my imprisoned soul at liberty,
were these, "It is not the will of your heavenly Father that one of
these little ones should perish." He spoke much concerning "the!e
little ones "-of their habits, exercises, doubts, and fears, &c., declaring,
by many passages of the Word, "that not one should perish." Thus
was I enabled to believe and feel I was numbered amongst "the little
ones," redeemed by precious blood, called by irresistible grace into a
saving knowledge of the same, with a hope implanted in the soul that
presently
.
"I shall see His face,
And never, never sin,
But from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."
I was, with many others similarly blessed, foolish enough to think the
joy would continue until called higher; but no, for since then I have
many times proved the truth of the words, "I will lead them in paths
they have not known." Strange al}d mysterious often has been the leading
of my God, nevertheless, here I stand to-day as a living monument of
His leading, guiding, and preserving mercy, and thus, having obtained
help to this day, we continue.
"Many d:;LYs have passed since then,
Many changes I have seen,
Yet have been upheld till now,
Who could hold me up but Thou. "
I have often wondered, dear brother, at the forbearance of the Lord
with all our ill manners, but the secret is, I think, in His own words, "I
am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of J 3wb are not consumed.
For the last four or five years my soul has been greatly exercised
concerning the work of the ministry. Dear Dr. DOUDNEY'S Galls,
Claims, and Gndentials has been of much spiritual comfort to my
poor troubled soul. The words of Job have also greatly strengthened
and encouraged my faith, " But He knoweth the way that I take, and
when He hath tried me I shall come forch as gold." Oh, for grace to
continually seek aid and direction from Him in this and all other
matters that concern the temporal and spiritual welfare, both ours and
those around us.
Kindly forgive, dear brother, if I have intruded. I cannot conclude
without wishing you the daily realization of all new covenant blessings; trusting you may long be spared to labour on in the Master's
service, until the welcome call shall come, "Well done, good and fai thful
servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord," and that your efforts
may still abundantly be owned and blessed by God, is my sincere prayer.
And now, with Christian love,
I remain, yours truly,
HARRY PATTER SON.
(" A Little One.")
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LINKS WITH THE PAST.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
D~AR SIR,-Althollgh I alll nuw ill my pighty-srcond year, and Badly
feeliug the manj iufirmities of old age, that writing is alm04 a burden
to me, yet I feel I must try and tell you I had last month's GOSPEL
MAGAZINE lent mp., and nearly the first thing I read was the reminiSl;euces of the late dear Mr. IRONS.
I was low and sad in spirit,
but as I read I felt 1,he warm and cheerillg comfort of tbe hlt,sSE'd
Spirit, and I was quite car,i"d away to da.\s that are gone, in dear
Grove Ohappl, where for so many ypars my suul was ft'cl aud cltmforted
through tile l1Jiuistrv of dear ,\1 r. IRON:";. Oft h~s my ,pirit thpr.. been
filled wil h rapturM allt! delight. Yes, dt'hr Sir, I thank G d for iII.-lining
you to writ" all y"u did ab"ur, 111'11, arid I waS takell back in thought
to the night when 1, with ) our dear sisler acel others, made up the
thuusatld memb"rs receiv"d into Ohurch fellowship. Y oU ~Hid "You
wondered how mallY of the old members still rl:'maiued" Most likely
I am the only one, at my advallct'd age, but drar l}ro\e Ohaliel is to
me the most sacred spor, on eHrth.
Often I feel" Wl:'ary of earth,
mys If, and sin," and cry, "Dear Jl:'SUS, COOle and t~ke me in," for I
I fe~l my riays on earth can"ot he many, for
long to b" with HII'I.
tlJis time Jast year I had a stloke of paralysis, that I was cOlifiued to
my bed and rllom for some months; aLld about a month back I had a
sewnd struke, thuugh sli!Oht compared to the first, but I have lost my
strellgth, and am obliged to have assi,trLlJce; yet still I find the d"ar
Lord a strunghold in my nay of weaknl'ss.
Du, dear sir, fill a few pages of thl' GOSPEL MAGAZINE with the
good thi"l!B that fell from dear Mr. IRONS' lips and pell, and if spared,
may the H"ly Spirit bless them to my soul as before.
I suppose 1 call1lot have tht:' MagazilJe tree of co,t 1 I t'jok it in from
the LHue dear Dr. DOUDN.I£Y was EJitor, until 1 could not afford it
allY l o n g , r . ·
.
M"y th" Lord bless you in your new labuur of love as the Editor,
is my puor lJraYH; and may I beg an interest in your IJrayers 1 for I
do value those of the saints. I have your and dear Mr. IRONS' likenesses framed in my room, and I often sit and look at them, though
I hope, not making an idol of either.
My mind was to write you when dear Mrs. OOWELL left earth for
glory. Well do I remember the kind letter she wrote me after I sent
her the lock of hair and enclosed verse of Mr. IRONS. Please cast
a mantle of symIJathy over all my faults, and believe me, very gratefully yours,
S. BRADSHAW.

THE sun in the firmament shiMS only in the day-time, but the Sun
of Righteousness shines in the night-in the night of desertion and
afHiction (Psalm cxii. 4).-Thomas Watson.
IT is only here that you have your troubles and fears and castings
down, for these things are all temporal; they will vanish away anon,
when eternal things take place.
The one is limited, the other
unlimited.- Bentley.
2 F
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PERSONAL AND PASSING NOTES.
Cc HOPE," BRIGHTON, WRITES:DEAR SIR,-Last evening I took up the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and
turned to the " Wayside Notes" for this month. Before I had read
t.he third page how different my heart felt to what it had done for
the past four week~, so often I had hoped to feel a little melting and
contrition in my soul by thinking of the sufferings of Jesus, and of
different passages that should break my heart of stone; but no-it
remained the sa.me, dead and cold; no praying spirit, no desire or
relish for the Wora of God. The mind being filled with earthly
things-right in their place, and proper to be thought of-but they
came uppermost, and my heart was like the inn, for the time-no room
for Jesus there. But without any effort on my part, while reading the
" Wayside Notes" there came such a melting, softening influence; no
word or sentence in particular took hold of me, but it was something
which, dear sir, you know cannot be described. It is a something
secret; truly, it is like the wind, and we cannot tell whence it cometh
or whither it goeth. It brought some feeling into my heart, which
made the tears flow, and oh, how we do love to feel! how different
everything appears when our heart is warm and drawn to the Saviour!
but, alas! how often are the affections far from Him; and our desirs
is (though we have not the power, perhaps, to pray for it), "Oh, that
I knew where I might find Him." Thank you so much for the words
on page 268, "But they cannot talk when they have opportunity."
This is often a trial to me; when alone one wishes for some one to
speak to, and feel we could tell out our feelings, but as soon as this
opportunity occurs all is gone and nothing is said. Then comes regret
and shame. Writing seems so much easier than speaking. :My feelings
constrain me to send this; though the sweetness only lasted a little
while, yet it has left the effects. It was just a glimpse, a ray of sunshine to cheer one onward. "For a small moment have I forsaken
thee, but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the
Lord thy Redeemer." These words came to me when thinking of your
remarks on "Thus saith the Lord." Surely God is with you in your
work, and will be to the end. "Fear thou not, for I will be with
thee whithersoever thou goest." May you feelingly realize this, is the
desire of the unworthy young writer.
COMMENTS.
That anything I have written, as led by the Holy Spirit, should afford
you a little needed lifting up of soul, gives me much joy, and I am sure
you will allow me to say, in all tenderness, Do not trust, dear friend,
to frames and feelings, but ask the Lord for faith to look to the finished
work of Ohrist, and what He has done for poor sinners. This is much
more likely to bring you peace. The following, from an excellent
periodical called The Truth, read at the moment, just describes my views
of the matter :Seldom has the way of salvation been more clearly presented than by
the late HENRY REED, of England, a wealthy but consecrated Christian,
who, finding that the time of his departure was at hand, called for p~n,
paper, and ink, and calmly wrote the following, "After all I have sMd,
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preached, and written for upwards of forty-five years, I wish it to be
distinctly understood that the ground of the hope that is within me (which
hope is full of immortality and eternal glory), is not repentance towards
God, although it is written, 'Except ye repent, ye shall also perish.' Nor
is it faith, although it is written, 'Without faith it. is impossible to please
God.' Nor is it in becoming a new creature, although it is written, ' Except
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.' Nor is it in
holinesR, although it is written, "Without holiness no man shall see the
Lord.' They are, indeed, great and glorious gifts, all purchased by blood
divine, for which I adore and praise a Triune God. Still none of them
atoned for my sins. Repentance did not die for me; faith did not die for
me; the new creature did not die for me; holiness did not die for me. My
confidence is not in the gifts, but in the Giver, the Eternal Son of God,
who took my nature, and in that nature, as my Substitute, atoned for my
sins. On his finished work alone does my soul rely for pardon. holiness,
and heaven; and He only is made of God unto me ' Wisdom, Righteousness,
sanctification, and Redemption.'''
May the Lord enable you, dear :friend, to look away from frames and
feelings to Christ alone. At the foot of the C1'OSS all will be cleared up
to you.-EDITOR.
A SUFFERING SISTER IN THE LORD WRITES:constrained to write, dear sir, a few lines to you to tell you
o()f the Lord's goodness to one so unworthy as I feel myself to be. I
ihave for some time been troubled with an affliction which has caused a
great deal of anxiety, and many wonderings as to its issue; and this
month the doctor decided it was cancer, and advised an operation in
the hospital. I cannot tell you what I passed through for a few days.
The enemy suggesting that now was the time when all my religion
would be tested, and I should find I was deceived. Oh, what cries and
prayers it caused, that the dear Lord would appear for me once more
and bring me safely through, or to give me one more token for good.
One night, lying awake, the case of dear Mrs. COWELL was brought vividly
to my mind, and how the Lord appeared on her behalf, and I did
plead with the Lord, that as He had appeared for one of His dear
ones, so He would appear for me. Well, that same evening my GOSPEL
MAGAZINE was put into my hands, and the first page I opened on was
265; and never shall I forget reading those words: "Well now, tried
one, what is thy special trouble 1" &c. Oh, mine was a special trouble;
but I felt so comforted while reading that piece as if it was only for me.
Surely it was the Holy Spirit led you to write that piece; but I should
weary you if I were to tell you all I passed through; suffice it to say, that
on the morning of the operation, just when the doctors came, these words
were so powerfully applied, "As the mountains are round about
Jerusalem, so is the Lord round about His people," that all fear was
taken away-I so sensibly :felt the dear Lord's presence that He seemed
to stand between me and the doctor; and so I have once more proved
Him faithful, who has promised, and I have a humble hope that I
may be one of the Lord's jewels, although the least; but, as you say,
there is so much earth cleaving to me that I need a deal of cleansing;
but we know the fire will only' consume the dross, and even though we
have to have it heated seven times more than its wont, yet, when the
2 F 2
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image of the Refiner is seen, we shall find that there is not even the
smell of fire passed upon us. Oh, the loving-kindness of the dear
Lord to His people is beyond description! only those that have tasted
that the Lord is good know anything about it, but they can say"Though our cup seems filled with gall,
There's something secret sweetens all."
May the Holy Spirit still be with you for many years, and help
you in your writings for the comfort of His people; and, while
watering others, may He abundantly water your own soul, is the sincere
prayer of
ONE OF THE LEAST.
OO:M:MENTS.

Ah! dear friend, such a time as you describe is indeed a testing
time, but again and again do we see, t,hrough the Lord's goodness,
that it becomes a triumphing time. Your description of your fears
and feelings in connection with the operation you had to undergo have
brought vividly to my mind my own, when my precious and now
glorified wife was passing through a similar painful ordeal. When she
had taken the physician's arm, and was tenderly and kindly led
upstairs to the room prepared for the operation, I completely broke
down; and, alone-yet not alone-in my dining-room, I opened my
precious Bible, and with arms clasping it around and bent frame over
it, I gave way to a flood of tears. And when the dear Lord granted me
a little calm, I found I had opened upon the sixty-first Psalm: "Hear
my crying, 0 God; give ear unto my prayer. From the ends of the
earth I call upon Thee; my heart is indeed in heaviness I'; and I went
on crying, "I seem driven to distress and almost despair, but, oh, put
my dear one in the arms of Thy love; set her in the place of safety.
Thou hast been my hope, leave me not comfortless. Extend to me
and her now a proof of Thy loving-kindness, Thy mercy, Thy faithfulness, that they may preserve us, and I will glorify Thy name."
Never did the Word of God seem more pointed, more penetrating,
more precious to me than at that time. This was followpd by the
glancing through my tears at other blessed expressions of the Psalmist's;
and when a message came for me to go up into my dressing-room,
which adjoined the one in which my beloved had passed through the
trial, and our family doctor came to me, saying, "Well, Mr. OOWELL,
Mrs. OOWELL has gone through it well, and is now safely and peacefully in bed," I :felt unable to resist well-nigh shouting, "Praise the
Lord! Praise the Lord!" From the very ends of the earth, in feeling,
I did cry unto Him, and He has heard me. Dear friend, shall we not
trnst, and not be afraid to trust, such a gracious, tender, loving God
as ours 1 We must sing of Him"When and wherever Thou shalt smite,
Teach me to own Thy sovereign right,
And underneath the heaviest load,
Be still, and know that Thou art God.
"Still let Thy truth support my mind;
Thou canst not err, nor be unkind;
And thus approve Thy chastening rod,
And know Thou art my Father God."
-EDITOR.
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"ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME."
ONE of the" Jubilee Singers," a student of Fisk University, was on
a steamer that took fire. He had the presence of mind to fix lifepres2rvers on himself and wife; but in the agony of despair, when
all on board were trying to save themselves, some one dragged off
from his wife the life-preserver, so that she found herself helpless
amid the waters. But she clung to her husband, placing her hands
firmly on his shoulders as he swam on. After a little her strength
was exhausted. "I can hold on no longer," was her cry. "Try a
little longer," was her husband's agonised entreaty. And then he
added, "Let us sing, 'Rock of Ages!'" Immediately they both
began to sing, and their strains fell upon the ears of many around
them while they were thus seeking to comfort each other. One after
another of the nearly exhausted swimmers was noticed raising his
head above the waves, joining in the prayer" Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee."
Strength seemed to come with the song, and they were able to hold
out a little longer, still faintly singing. A boat was seen approaching, and they did get strength enough to keep themselves afloat till
the crew lifted them on board. And thus TOPLADY'S hymn helped
to save more than one from death by sea, as it has often helped to
save souls ready to perish.
But what does that line mean that speaks of the rock as "cleft,"
comparing it to Christ's "riven" or "pierced side" 1 It refers, first
to the smiting of the rock at Rephidim (Exodus xxxiii. 21, 22),
perhaps just above where the water gushed forth when the rock was
"smitten." It was there, standing in that cleft, that Moses saw as
much of glory as he could bear, and heard God Himself proclaim
His glorious perfections. Put these two together-the rock cleft that
the waters might flow forth, and Moses standing in the cleft-and
you have a type or picture of a sinner hid in Christ, who was
smitten for us, and from whom flow all the streams of blessing to our
souls.-Dr. Bonar.

'"

WE put not the glory in the windows or panes of glass where it
shines, and clearly too, but in the body of the sun, the fountain of
light below; so pure and spiritual mortification is radically or
principally in our fellowship and union with Him who killed sin
in the body, and thus we are spiritually and mystically dead to sin.
-SaltrnaTsh.
THUS is a man made righteous, even of God by Christ, or through
His righteousness. Now, if a man is thus made righteous, then in
this sense he is good before God, before he has done anything of
that which the law calls good before men; for God maketh not meu
righteous with this righteousness, because they have been, or have
done, good, but before they are capable of doing good at all. Hence we
are said to be justified while ungodly, even as an infant is clothed with
the skirt of another, while naked, as touching itself.-Bunyan.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
A COllIJ\mJ\IORATION of a great movement, which must be of interest
to many classes, has just been made, namely, the Jubilee of the
Young Men's Christian Association. In 1844, Mr., now Sir GEORGE,
WILLIAMS, then an assistant in the firm of Messrs. GEORGE HITCHCOCK
and Co., of St. Paul's Churchyard, deeply regretting the way in which
the young men of his acquaintance spent their spare time, conceived
the idea of founding an association of Christian young men. He
started with a Bible-class, which was held in a b!l.Ck parlour in St.
Paul's Churchyard, and which consisted of eleven members. From that
small beginning has sprung a most admirable organization for the
welfare of young men throughout the civilized world. It has now no
less than 5,158 branches, with a membership of upwards of 500,000.
In London alone there are more than 70 branches, in Great Britain
843, in Germany 900, in France 100, whilst there are also numerous
branches in the United States and in the British Colonies. Delegates
came from all quarters of the globe to attend the Jubilee, and the
proceedings were marked by great enthusiasm. Generous hospitality
was afforded them; they visited Windsor Castle by the express invitation of the Queen, and they attended great meetings in Exeter Hall,
and special services in St. Paul's, Westminster Abbey, Mr. SPURGEON'S
Tabernacle, and elsewhere, when appropriate and very practical speeches
and sermons were addressed to them. During half a century Sir
GEORGE WILLIAlIIS has been the chief promoter of this great movement,
and he has spared neither time nor money in furtherance of it.
An important Missionary Conference has just been held in London.
It was not largely attended, but some valuable papers were read, and
some practical ideas expressed upon "The Call to Missionary Service,"
"Methods of Training," "Ancient Faiths," "Problems of the Mission
Field in Africa, India, China, Japan, and other Countries," "Rome in
the Mission Field," "Dangers of the Mission Field," &c. A conference
of this kind may be of great service, and may be followed by important
results, for the difficulties which have to be encountered in some of
the Mission fields are very great, and the problems which they present
cannot be easily solved-for example, polygamy, domestic slavery, and
caste; and mutual consultation respecting these difficulties and problems
by persons who are really interested in missionary work, and by some who
have had practical experience in it, combined with earnest prayer, may
throw fresh light upon them. We have recently had the pleasure of
meeting a traveller who has been repeatedly round the world, and who
has visited all, or nearly all, the chief countries of the world for business
purposes. He said that he had been in the habit for some years of
visiting Mission stations wherever he could find them, and inspecting
them from an outsider's point of view, and that the result of his
inspection is that he has been surprised and delighted with nearly all
that he has seen and heard. He says that the accounts which have
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been sent home by missionaries and their friends have, in most cases,
been by no means exaggerated, but they ha.ve rather been understated,
and that a very great and wonderful work is going on under the
auspices, not merely of one or two, but of many societies of Protestant
communities belonging to Great Britain and America. He states that
there is one weak point, and that he should greatly like to see some
remedy adopted for it, namely, that some of the missionaries-the
number is by no means large-are failures; that they are plainly not
qualified for work amongst the heathen, and that they cannot therefore,
humanly speaking, make way amongst them. He thinks that there
ought to be some means of calling such missionaries home, or of transferring them to other spheres of labour. With this single exception,
he speaks in the very highest terms of both missionaries and of their
work, and he seems to think that there is a great future before them.
We are sorry to observe signs which seem to indicate that gambling
is on the increase. It is a most pernicious habit; it leads to fearful
evil; and, alas! it is countenanced by some of the highest authorities
in the land. The Prime Minister, Lord ROSEBERY, said in a speech
which he gave the other day, upon a 3pecial occasion to upwards of a
thousand Eton lads, with their teachers and friends, that he felt "no
vestige of shame in possessing a good horse"; and a few days afterwards
that horse won the Derby Race. But the Prime Minister's words do not
touch the chief point; there is, of course, nothing to be ashamed of
in possessing a good horse, or in allowing it to test its speed with
that of other horses; but there is much to be ashamed of in the
trickery and the gambling which are inseparably connected with horseracing-trickery and gambling by which thousands are ruined, year by
year. An Australian paper lies before us, The Southern C1'088, which
contains a very strong article upon the subject. It says, "No one can
fail to notice the curious fashion in which gambling distorts both the
intelligence and the conscience of everybody connected with it. It
may be safely said that there is no realm of social life in which men,
otherwise clear-headed and upright-journalists, magistrates, and statesmen-are guilty of such inconsistencies, as in dealing with the various
forms of gambling and the various devices of the professional gambler.
That gambling in all forms is immoral, most Ohristians believe. That it
is anti-social and corrupting all philosophers teach. But. . . . 'Society'
smiles upon gambling; great journals expend all their art and skill in
sympathetic descriptions of it; all sorts of dignitaries extend to it
their example. Members of Parliament, who have passed laws against
it, become law-breakers in their own persons; and magistrates on the
bench, with cheerful unconcern, combine to make vain the efforts of
the police to enforce the law. . . . . That this is a monstrous scandal,
nobody will deny." Here, then! is a canker-worm which is doing
fearful mischief in our Oolonies, as well as at home. Ought not all
right-minded persons, and especially all the Lord's people, to set their
faces resolutely against it, and discourage it to the utmost of their
power 1 One year's profit upon the gambling at Monte Oarlo has
recently been officially announced as amounting to £880,000! Nearly
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a million of money wrung by this iniquitous means from miserable
gamesters, some of whose dead bodies are to be found along the shores
of the beautiful Mediterranean.
The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children has
held its tenth annual meeting under distinguished patronage. Its report
states that no less than 109,364 children have been benefited by its
operations, the result of the conviction of 6,500 parents. It is a very
sad thing that these convictions are required; but it is satisfactory to
learn that in comparatively few cases convictions are required a second
time. The Act of Parliament passed in 1889, for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children, has been of great service, but in some respects
it is very imperfect, and a bill is now before Parliament to amend it,
which will make it, in all probability, much more effective.
There seems to be every prospect of another large extension of our
territorial possessions in Africa; for a difficulty which arose with regard
to Pondoland has been happily settled, without recourse to active
measures, by the proposal that that country should be annexed to the
Cape Colony, and this proposal has been accepted with delight by the
majority of the inhabitants. The chiefs and elders of the people of
Ikorodu also, an important trading place on the western coast, are
petitioning that their country may be similarly annexed. They say
that they are anxious to come under a good government. And
MAKANJIRA, a powerful chief on Lake Nyassa, who has for some time
been the chief supporter of the slave trade in Central Africa, has submitted to our authority, after a series of battles, in which a small
body of Sikhs and black troops, led by English officers, displayed
remarkable bravery. It is expected that this will be a deathblow to
the horrors of the slave trade in and about that part of Africa, and
thus our national influence has again been most happily exerted on
behalf of poor suffering humanity.
Two troopers belonging to the Bechuanaland police have been found
guilty, and sentenced to penal servitude for fourteen years, for committing one of the basest deeds which has ever been recorded in the
annals of mankind. It appears that towards the close of the Matabele
war, King LOBENGULA sent a message of submission to the commander
of the British forces by two of his principal chiefs, and also a present
in money equal to about a thousand pounds sterling. When the chiefs
approached the British camp, they encountered these two troopers, and
they took their money and their message, promising that they would
give them to the commander, Major FORBE8; but they broke their
promise, kept the money, and never gave the message. Consequently
the war went on, and the fierce Matabele, driven to desperation by
the apparent failure of thl'ir king's pacific policy, did not hesitate to
slaughter the whole of Major WILSON'S heroic but unfortunate party,
and to attack our troops with the utmost fury whenever they had an
opportunity. The deatJi of the brave men who thus fell is as fully
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chargeable to the treachery of those base police troopers, as if they
had actually murdered them; and the sentence passed upon them
seems too lenient for such a dastardly crime. What will not human
nature do, when tempted by the lust of gold, and unrestrained by
Divine grace ~
Our readers who are acquainted with the history of the ex-Roman
Catholic priest, the Rev. THOMAS CONNELLAN, who some time ago
left the Church of Rome, under a strong conviction of the untruthfulness of her tenets, and who has since been striving with might and
main to enlighten his fellow-countrymen in Ireland, will be glad to
hear that a vile conspiracy, hatched against him by some of his
unscrupulous former fellow.coreligionists, has been completely defeated.
A wretched story was got up against him by a beggar-woman, with
the evident intention and expectation ot' blasting his character, and
the case was tried in Dublin before a crowded court and a special
jury. But the attempt completely failed. Evidence was given on
Mr. CONNELLAN'S behalf which fully proved his innocence, and the
learned judge, before whom the case was tried, told the wretched
woman, that according to "her own sworn testimony, she was more
degraded than the beasts of the field." Mr. CONNELLAN'S character
is thus completely vindicated, and his position is greatly strengthened;
but he has been put to a great deal of annoyance and to a considerable amount of expense. What will not Rome do to further her ends 1

If Romanism be gaining ground in England, which there is much
reason to fear is the case, it is decidedly losing ground abroad. A
remarkable account comes from Mexico of the great changes which
have lately taken place there. Romanism was established there, at the
time of the Spanish conquest, by brute force; "Instead of civilizing
its inhabitants," says a Spanish writer, "first we baptized them, and
then we cut their throats, the sooner to despatch their souls to
heaven. Instead of opening up the New World to the industry and
resources of the Europeans, we shut it in by a thousand locks, and
set the Inquisition ou the watch to prevent their entrance, as the
angel with the sword of fire guarded the gates of Eden." And a
Roman Catholic writer, Madame CALDERON, says in her Life in
Mexico, "The cross was planted here in a congenial soil, and, as
in the pagan East, the statues of the divinities frequently did no
more than change their names from those of heathen gods to those
of Christian saints, and image-worship apparently continued, though
the mind of the Christian was directed from the being represented
to the true and only God who inhabits eternity; so here the poor
Indian bows before the visible representations of saints and virgins,
as he did in former days before the monstrous shapes representing
the unse.en powers of the air, the earth, and the water; but he,
it is to be feared, lifts his thoughts no higher than the rude image
which a human hand has carved."
Mexico was thus completely
suhjugated by the power of Romanism, and it has remained in that
state for centuries.
But lately the light of the Gospel has been
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dawning upon it, and the effect already is surprising. Mexico now
enjoys far more religious liberty than Spain; the people are
vigorously throwing off the yoke of Romanism; the church buildings
have been declared to be national property; some of them are in
the hands of Protestants, and those which are still used by the
Romish priests have to be hired by them, as they would have to
hire private houses; the authorities insist upon complete religious
toleration being universally practised throughout the country; and
many congregations drawn from the native population are serving
A venerable and faithful wf)rker there,
God in all simplicity.
Dr. BUTLER, states that, in his opinion, Mexico is destined to a high
mission, and that her evangelization will aid gloriously in the redemption of Central and South America.
The report which has been published by the Assistant Commissioner
of the Royal Inquiry on Agriculture, gives a very poor account of the
state of agriculture, so far, at least, as the county of Essex is concerned.
It states that in that county there are at the present time 28,222
acres of valuable land, formerly well cultivated, altogether out of
cultivation, and there is every prospect of a very large inr.rease in that
amount. The peasantry are migrating into the towns, farm-houses and
cottages are empty and falling into ruins, and the "most congested
district of Ireland affords no more alarming spectacle." This is a serious
matter, and it ought to engage the earnest and speedy attention of our
legislature.
OEASELESS OOVENA T OARE.
A TEACHER in the" Birds' Nest," near Dublin, was speaking to the
little ones about the loving, tender care of the Lord Jesus, how He
would watch over them and keep them every moment, when one wee
child said, "Atween the moments too."
" Atween the moments" He will keep " Atween the moments," 'tis enough,
Hold Thou my hand;
.
His little ones so dear;
E'en as a shepherd doth his sheep,
And even should the way be rough,
Will hush each fear.
Help me to stand.
"Atween~the moments" He will stay
" Atween the moments," then I will
So very close beside,
Rest in His love;
Helping along the pilgrim way,
He'll whisper to me," Peace,be still,"
In Him to hide.
From heaven above.
"Atween the moments," precious thought!
My Lord will care;
Then let me trust Thee as I ought,
Thy love to share.
AUNT Lucy.
THOUGH all men seek, more or less, to recommend themselves to
God's favour by their works, yet "to him that worketh not, but
believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness."
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Gawin Kirlcham: The Open-Air Evangelist.
By FRANK COCKREM,
Secretary of the Open-Air Mission. London: Morgan and Scott.
AN interesting account of a very useful life. Mr. KIRKHAM began
life in a lowly sphere, being a son of a small north-country farmer, and
he was engaged when a youth as a domestic servant, at a salary of
After his conversion,
seventy shillings a-year and a suit of clothes.
removing to London, he threw himself heart and soul into the work
of open-air preaching. He seems to have been specially fitted for this
work, and he was undoubtedly greatly blessed in it. He commenced
under the Rev. DUNCAN LONG, the energetic and beloved Rector of
Bermondsey; and in the crowded streets of the metropolis, and in
country villages at fairs, and in the vicinity o:f rat.:e-courses, and,
in fact, wherever there seemed to be especial need, and a congregation
could be found, he boldly denounced sin, and proclaimed the glad
Country fairs were notorious, at the time of
tidings of the Gospel.
At
the commencement of his preaching, for disgraceful excesses.
Charlton Fair, in Kent, there was a mock funeral, and the pretended
dead body was carried off the stage by the actors through the
crowd, while a band played the "Dead March in Saul." Men were
dressed in female apparel, and young girls were attired in men's
clothes.
Effigies of Satan were exhibited, and drinking went on all
night unchecked.
It required no ordinary courage to attack such a
stronghold of Satan, but this brave man showed that he possessed that
courage.
Paying a visit to Holland, he became possessed of a remarkable picture, entitled" The Broad and the Narrow Way"; and
thinking that it might make an attractive foundation for Gospel
addresses, he had an enlarged copy of it painted, and he took it about
with him as he itinerated :from place to place. It proved to be an
immense help in arresting the attention of his audiences, and copies
Year by year he visited the
of it were sold by tens of thousands.
Epsom Races, with a band of earnest co-workers, and gave away an
immense number of tracts and Scripture cards. This was objected to
by some as being an unwarrantable extravagance; but in reply to this
objection he mentioned two facts, namely: (1) That a firm of clothiers
sent to those races as many business circulars as two horses could
draw, in one van. One of the distributors told him that on the Derby
Day there were twenty men employed to distribute those circulars, at
six shillings a day, and that they had a quarter of a million to give;
and another distributor told him that there were fifty men thus
employed on the Oaks Day. (2) The proprietors of a Sunday sporting
paper sent fifty men in special livery on each of these two days to
give away a "special Derby Number." Three two-horse vans were
used to convey these men to and from London each day.
He was deeply interested in a visit which he paid to America, and
also in a visit to the Holy Land. In the former he was grieved to
observe the Sabbath desecration. He wrote home, "Sabbath desecration
is a g~owing evil, and is one of the rocks ahead on which the future
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well-being of this vast country is in danger of being wrecked. Its
kindred evil, the Sunday liquor traffic, walks haud in hand with it,
and the two together will go far to imperil the future of this 'fair
Oolumbia.' I was amazed, in walking through the streets, to see the
city pbcarded with theatrical announcements, and this particular
Sunday, October 7th, on all of them, as the date for new plays to be
produced. In a brief walk in the evening I saw three or four of these
theatres open, and the people crowding in under the glare of the
electric light; while some' Dime Museums' and beer saloons were largely
patronized and lighted in the same way. How thankful I was to be
able to tell my American friends that in the old country, from John
0' Groat's to Land's End, there was not a single theatre open on the
Sabbath, save a few for preaching the Gospel." After a brief illness,
this faithful worker was called home, on Sunday, May 8th, 1892.
The Money of the Bible. Illustrated by numerous Woodcuts and Facsimile Representations. By GEORGE O. WILLIAMSON, Memb. Num.
Soc. London, &c. London: The Religious Tract Society.

THIS is one of a series of timely and useful volumes, published by the
Religious Tract Society, under the title of By.Pcdhs of Bible Knowledge.
It gives a brief but most interesting account, culled from several
rare and costly works, of Jewish and other coins, which are either
expressly mentioned in the Holy Scriptures or have some bearing upon
them; and it also gives some capital illustrations of them. How
interesting it is to see an exact representation of the coins which
formed the "widow's mite," the "denarius," or "penny" of the time
of the Emperor TIBERIUs, and the half-shekel of the time of SIMON
MACCABlEUS, &c. Ooins confirm in a remarkable manner many Biblical
statements, and in some cases they show their extreme accuracy.
For example, a very curious and rare Phrygian coin, skuck at Apamea,
in Phrygia, in the reign of SEPTIl\IUS SEVERUS (A.D. 193-211), bears an
illustration of the ark. One side shows a vessel floating on the water,
and containing two persons, two others (or the same two at another
period) standing on dry ground. On the ark is the word NOE (Noah),
and above it is the dove with an olive branch and the raven. The
raven is represented as resting upon the ark, because it did not return
into it, but going to and fro, doubtless rested upon it. A tradition
preserved in the Sibylline books states that it was near Apamea-the
place where this coin was struck-that the ark rested. The idol Baal,
frequenUy mentioned in the Old Testament, is portrayed upon the coins
of the Tyrian isle Oosyra, and the goddess ASHTAROTH on a coin of
Phamicia. A coin of ANTONINUS PlUS (A.D. 138) gives a representation
of the temple of Mount Gerizim in Samaria, mentioned in John iv. 20.
Two Ephesian coins remarkably illustrate the events described in the
19th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. On one which was issued by
lECHMOCLES AVIOLA, the Proconsul, who exercised authority A.D. 54-67,
during the very time that the Apostle Paul was at Ephesus, are the
words "NERO OlESAR," and "NEOKOPOI," which means wardens or
keepers of the temple; Of, more strictly speaking, temple-sweepers. This
was a title given to the Ephesians, first by themselves, and afterwards by
others, and was regarded by them as a title of great honour, for they
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greatly prided themselves on being the keepers and guardians of their
world-renowned temple j and this is the very word used in the
35th verse of that chapter of the Acts, but translated in our English
version, "worshippers." On the same coin the proconsul is called
" ,x.VBi57rUTO!:," which is the identical word that is used in the 38th verse
of that chapter, and translated "deputies." The other coin has a
representation of the Temple of Ephesus and the fignre of DIANA upon it,
and appears to have been probably more a charm than a coin-perhaps
one of the charms or mementos which were made by DEMETRIUS and
others of his craft in large numbers, for purchase by visitors to the
great temple. Both coins confirm the very words of the Scripture
narrative. Similarly a coin of Cyprns describes the proconsul or deputy
of Cyprus as being an ",x.vBi5waTo!:," and this is the title given to
SERGIUS PAULUS in Acts xiii. 7; but it was only at that particular time
that the deputies were so called; a few years earlier they were called
" proprletors."

Every-Day Life. By the Rev. C. H. W ALLER, D.D., Principal of the
London College of Divinity j Author of A Handbook to the Epistles
of St. Paul, ~c. New Edition. London: John F. Shaw and Co.
FAITHFUL and wise, plain and practical. Would that there were more
of such teaching in the present day! For example, upon the text,
"He did evil, because he prepared [or fixerl] not his heart to seek
the Lord," after commenting upon the history connected with it,
namely, that of Rehoboam, the writer proceeds : This word "prepared," or "fixed," has in the Old Testament a genpral
and also a special sense. It is used generally with regard to all organization and preparation. It is specially used of preparation for the service of
God. The prepal'ation made by David for the temple is the largest
example. . . . . The works of God are said to have received this
kind of prepal'ation; "Thou hast prepared the light ~nd the sun." . . .
Some of God's lesser works may sometimes reflect the same principle.
The creatures that, having no guide, overseer, or ruler, •• prepare their
meat in the summer." "The horse is prepared against the day of battle."
Man does not ride to meet his enemy on an untrained steed. The bow
is p1'epm'ed, the arrow is carefully adjusted to the string; and more
modern weapons require equal exactness in their preparation and their
use. . . . . But if preparation in the things of this life is important,
how much more so is it in the things of the life to come! And in the
preparation of the heart for God's service we have need of divine help.
There is nothing more mysterious or painful than the way in which holy
thoughts, good resolutions, and religious impl'essions, can be wiped ofi' our
natural hearts, as a child may wipe ofi' what is written on a slate with a
damp sponge. We need the creating power of God's Holy Spirit to work
in us any lasting good. "Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; and renew
a 1'ight spirit "-that is, a steadfast spirit, a spirit that is prepared"within me." "Order" (or establish) "my steps in Thy Word," and, "Let
no iniquity have dominion over me," is the same word again. "Oh, that
my ways were directed" (or established) "to keep Thy statutes!" With
regard to all plans and purposes that are meant to prosper, there is only
one certain rule-to commit them to God. "Commit thy doings unto
J ehovah, and thy thoughts will be established." It cannot be done without
thought. "Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy way be prepared."
And what a great thing it is that God should bave promised to grant us
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this preparation. "Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the humble:
Thou wilt prepare their heart: Thou wilt cause Thine ear to hear."
Not only has He promised to prepare us, but to prepare Himself to meet
us, as we read again, "Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the
Lord: His going forth is p~'epared as the morning; and He shall come
unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth." And
this is the only remedy for our weakness and instability. He alone can
answer the question which He asks: "0 Ephraim, what shall I do unto
thee? 0 J udah, what shall I do unto thee? for your goodness (your
piety) is as the morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away."
All natural human goodness is transitory; and therefore we have the
more need of that new creation which is promised in Christ Jesus. Of
all who are in Him and abide in Him it is written, that they are "His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them." But in the hasty days
in which we live, it is not so much for work that we need preparation,
as for prayer and communion with God.

The Quarterly Report of the Evangelical Protestant Union is, as usual,
full weight and measure in Protestant Evangelical teaching.
Mr.
WADDINGTON is doing a real and good work in establishing and confirming Evangelicism in our midst, and we are gratified to notice
fresh names added to the members' list, for in these days of drifting,
change, and instability, the banding together confirms and encourages.
"Union is strength," and, with God's help, we will yet strive to
preserve our rights and liberties as a Protestant nation, and put off
the evil day of Disestablishment, the grave question of which the
Archdeacon of Liverpool discusses in the following serious statement:The Archdeacon of Liverpool held a visitation at Christ Church, Southport, on Friday, and, in his address to the churchwardens, expressed his
views pretty strongly on the Disestablishment question. In a very short
time, he said, we shall all probably be in the midst of such a struggle as
the Church of England has never yet had to contend against. The
Protestant religion was established in every part of the United Kingdom a
quarter of a century ago; but it is so no longer. Having referred to the
Disestablishment question in Ireland, Scotland, and Wales, he went on to
speak of the subject as regards England, pointing out that, if the Church
be severed from the State, the Protestant succession must cease, a,nd
the Sovereign may be of any religion 01' none, because all national religion will have ceased to exist, and, when the State is divorced from all
religion, the ruler of the State must be as free from any religious
constraint as the State is itself. He concluded by calling upon all to
protect their mother Church from her assailants, and with a prayer that
God would defend the right.-The English Ohurchman.
Christ, the Patron of all True Education.

By CHARLES FREDERICK
HOFFMAN, D.D., Rector of All Angels' Church, New York. New
York: E. and J. B. Young and Co.
A REMARKABLE sermon, preached to the professors and students of
Hobart College, Geneva, N.Y., on the 19th of June, 1893, and
published at their special request. The author has added copious notes
and appendices. In this sermon Dr. HOFFMAN strongly affirms that the
Christian Religion is an educational system, and, contrasting it with
Mohammedanism in this respect, shows what an immense difference
there is between the two. He strongly urges the need for the full
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teaching of Ohristianity in common schools, and shows the pernicious
and sad effects of its non-introduction. Yet at the same time he points
out the dangers of mere educated intellect. He mentions some
surprising facts, namely, that the criminal class of the United States
has grown from one in every 3,500 in the year 1850 to one in every 786
in the year 1890; whilst in England that class was reduced from 15,033
in 1868 to 9,384 in 1889; in Scotland, from 2,400 in 1868 to 1,723
in 1889 j and in Ireland, from 3,084 in 1870 to 1,225 in 1889, and
all the time there was an increase in population in those countries.
And this enormous growth in the criminal population of the United
States is shown to be not the result of an influx of such population
from other countries, because out of a total of 52,894 white male
prisoners in all the prisons, penitentiaries, and reformatory institutions
in that country, in 1890, only 13,869 were foreign-born. In other
words, nearly three-fourths of all the convicted male criminals in the
United States, with this enormous increase, are born there. It is well
said that" these figures speak volumes." What a commentary they are
upon the boasted purely secular education given in the schools of the
United States, where, in some at least, the very name even of Jesus is not
allowed to be mentioned.
The Sunday School Teacher's Bible Manual.
By the Rev. ROBERT
HUNTER, M.A., LL.D., F.G.S., Member of the Biblical Archreological
Society, &c. London: Oassell and Oompany.
AN exceedingly useful and valuable book. It contains a very large
amount of information, and it is well illustrated with numerous woodcuts and coloured maps. It comprises a dictionary of Bible words, a
geography of Bible places and lands, a resume of all the sixty-six
Biblical books, a brief biography of every man or woman mentioned
in the Bible, short histories of the Hebrew race and nation, and of all
the heathen powers with which they came in contact, and a new
harmony of the four Gospels. The writer resided for several years in
Oentral India, and thus became conversant with Oriental manners and
customs, and he has made good use of the practical knowledge which
he thus obtained. It will be found to be very serviceable, not only to
Sunday School Teachers, but to many other persons who stady and
expound the Word of God.

The Church of the New Testament and its Functions. By the Rev. J.
W. MERRYWEATHER. Sheffield : Hartley and Sons.
THE Vicar of Oarbrook has published in a separate pamphlet form a
series of reprints from his Parish Magazine. He deals with the
question by at once appealing to the Scriptures, and from them
'shows the foundation, the security, and the character of the Ohurchpointing out, as a spiritually-minded and faithful preacher of the
Gospel, that Ohurch within a Ohurch, that company of faithful people
and true believers who form the Ohurch of the living God.-F01· His
Body's Sake, which is the Church, is also a reprint from the Parish
Magazine, by the Rev. W. SYKES, curate of Oarbrook; and we may
safely hope that Oarbrook Ohurch, with such faithful ministers, is as
a watered garden which the Lord hath blessed.
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The Monist. A Quarterly Magazine. Chicago.
WHAT a miserable form of belief-or unbp,lief-is set forth in .the
pages of this periodical! "Man," it states, "can rest quite content
in the satisfactory creed that he bimselt-each for each-is his own
law, standard, criterion, and final court of appeal." "No God is
needed, since man is an Autochthon, and, as such, an Auteus, who
derives all the faculties required for existence out of the living earth
from which he sprang"! "Religion is seen to have run its baneful C!)
course, and to be superseded by reason," &c. We pity from our
hearts the poor wretched followers of such teaching.
What the Stones Say,. or, Strmons in Stones. By the late Pastor C. H.
SPURGEON. Illustrated. With Notes by J. L. KEYS (tor twentyfive year$ secretary to Mr. SPUHGEON), and an Introduction by Pa.stor
THOMAS SPURGEON. London: Ch'istian Herald Publishing Co.
ONE of th" late beloved Pastor SPURGEON'S original and striking
lectures. We really did not know that so much could be said about
"stones," and so many "sermons" could be found in them, until we
read this book. It is well illustrated, and its interest is increased bv the
&~

-

Family Worship,. Morning and Evening.
By the Rev. GEORGE S.
BARRKTT, D.D., Pre"idt'nt of the CungTf'g»tional Union of England
and Wales; Author of Religion in Daily Life, &c. Secoud Edition.
London: J arrold and Sons.
THOSE who use a form 'of prayer at family worship will find this book
very suitable. The petitions are practical, varied, comprehensive, and
expressed in plain, but choice language. It is a wOI-k which well
deserves the puhlication of a second edition.
ALSO RECEIVED.-P1'esent Day Trads,. The Gnlden Secret in Christian
Work,. Early Ghunh H,~tory,. The Printed E "glish BiUe; Om' Sabbaths,
and How we Keep Thtm,. Christ the Put/on of all TT'le Education,. God's
Sword and Seal,. Amateur Gardening for Tow/~ and Gountry; &c.

CHlusr IN THE PSALMS.
BELIEVING reader, be it ours ever to exalt our King, to speak of the
glory of His kingdom, and to talk of His power,. to make known to
the sons of men His mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of His
kingdom. Be it ours to remember that He Himself has pointed UR to
this blessed book as specially concerning Himself. Let us, therefore, be
diligent in studying it, ever waiting upon Him for more light whose
ready pen wrote these praises of the King.
Sure I am that those who seek the Living, Personal Anointed One,
the Prophet, Priest, and King, in this volume of Christology, under the
gracious teaching of the promised Spirit, will have cause daily to
exclaim: "Behold, the half was not told me: Thy wisdom and Thy
prosperity exceedeth the fame which I have heard." . . . . Such will find
here the richest and most satisfying pastures their souls can covet,
rich, and satisfying. because from the fulness of Him who is the fu1ness
of God,-J. 01'1niston.

