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Mm COMFORT.

Who comforteth ns in all onr tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which 0,1'6 in any
trouble, hy the comfort wherewitl1 we ourselves are comforterl of God:'-2 Coa. i. 4.

HIDDEN.
" l'/ty hiddm ones." - PSALM lxxxiii. 0.
As fugitive sinners, uear brr~thren in Ohrist, how sweet to our
souls are those passages of God's ,Vord which speak of our being
Divinely hidden. And ho IV gracious it is in our heavenly Father
that He should reveal Himself in His Word as the "Hidingplace" of HiR feeble and affrighted children. How tenderly
loving, too, is the Holy Spirit, who, by an intuitive impulse in
the little ones of God's family, impels them to flee promptly into
their safe Hiding-place. Thus, for instance, the Psalmist was led
to appeal to his Oovenant God. "I flee unto Thee to hide me"
(Psalm cxliii. 9). Just as the Creator implants in the tiniest
member of the bird-brood a natural instinct to- fly for covert under
the outstretched wing of its parent, in the hour of peril, so the
helpless ones of the Lord's family, when dang81's affright. ever
flee in holy haste to the shelter of that Oovenant God whose Word
of promise has anticipated the exigency-" He shall cover thee
with His feathers."
In all ages, the sin-burdened, the destitute,
the Satan· tried, and the world-hated saints have fled "like doves
to their windows," and have proved the sweet truth of the Saviour's
words, "Him that ccimeth to Me I will in no wiso cast out."
" There is a safe and secret place
Beneath the wings Divine,
Reserved for all the heirs of grace:
Oh, be that refuge mine!
" 'l'he least, the feeblest there may hide,
Uninjured and unawed !
Wbile thousands fall on every side,
He rests secure in God."

The Lord will have IIis people abide in the Rock.
As
the Prophet long since rejoiced to proclaim-" A Man shall be
2 c
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n,s an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the
tempest" (Isaiah xxxii. 2). And thousands can testify of that
glorious Man-the Man, J ehovah's Fellow (Zec. xiii. 7)"Tlwn hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the
ne8dy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from
the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm
against the wall" (Isaiah xxv. 4). It is the old, old story of
Zion's wayfarers.. No strength
Our trust is
In this, our
The Lord is

of our own, no goodness we claim;
all placed in Jesus' great name;
strong tower, for safety we hidc;
our power: 'The Lord will provide.'''

Yes; He has provided, doth provide, and will provide. lIe has
been the Habitation of His redeemed from generation to
generation.
1. In Clwist, He chose their persons, and they lay hidden in
Him, as their Head, from the days of eternity. As the
members of Christ's predestinated Body, their names were
enrolled in the secret book of the Father's purpose, and their
persons were committed to the care of His beloved Son, to be
manifested by Him in due time. Into the hn,nds of Jesus, the
Surety of the Covenant of Grace, were all the issues of their
Upon those hands-upon the
salvation officially entrusted.
signet of His hands-the Church's fair name was indelibly
inscribed from everlasting. Not the highest ang-elic intelligence
could read that name. It was secret to the Lord Himself. The
saints were a people hidden in the fore-knowledge of J ohovahHis "hidden ones."
2. Sa, too, they remain a hidden people until they become manifested by the regeneration of the Holy Spirit. Even to themselves
they are spiritually hidden. It is not until the free operations
of the Spirit of life are active in the conscience and the heart,
that a sinful man knows himself to be a sinner for whom Christ
died, and one whom grace has brought into the manifesting
light of God's truth. It was not until the Prodigal" came to
himself" that he realized what it was to be his father's son.
The work of the Holy Spirit is to manifest the "hidden ones"
-the hidden objects of the Father's eternal love, and of the
Son's effectual redemption. To seek and to save "that which
was lost" is the gracious mission of the Spirit, who delights to
glorify Christ by taking of the things that are His, and showing
them unto the" hidden ones" of the Father's choice.
Ah, dear fellow-believers, how unspeakably great is our debt
to the enlightening Spirit! To Him we owe it to-day that we
are individually able to testify, "Now I see!" To Father, Son,
and Spirit we stand eternally indebted!
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.. SCO. 0 see! what love the Fathe1'
"hth bestowed upon our race,
How He bends with sweet compas'le

1"

"1IlQ'sion

Over us His beaming face!
SJO bow He His best and dearest
For the v~ry worst hath given,
J Lis own Son for us poor sinners;
See, 0 see! the love of he:1Van !
I

" See, 0 see! what love the Saviour
Also hath on us bestowed,
How He bled for us and suffered,
HolV He bare the heavy load!
On the cross, and in the garden,
Oh! how sore was His distress!
Is not this a love that passeth •
Aught that tongue can e'er
express P

"See, 0 see! what love is shown us
Also by the Holy Ghost!
How He strives with us poor sinners,
Even when we sin the most!
Teaching, comforting, corracting,
Where He sees it needful is!
Oh, what heart would not be thankful
For a tlweejold love like this P"

3. Then, again, the qltickened people oJ Goel are His" hielden
ones," inasmuch as the tcol'ld knoweth them not.
The living
Ohurch of God upon earth is as really hidden from the
perception of the world as the Son of God was, in the days of
His flesh.
"Therefore the world knoweth ttS not, because it
know JIim not." In this important, praotical aspect of the
Jhurch's relation to the world, it is sufficient that the disciple
he as his Lord, and the servant as his Master.
" Invisible are we,
To this blind world below;
'Tis only such as Jesus see
Can us discern or know."

All the world really sees in a believer is his human, frail, sinful
side. The spiritual man is hid with Ohrist in God. After the
resurrection of J esns, no unconverted person beheld Him-no,
not one. He indeed walked the busy roads and paths around
Jerusalem, but He was manifested only to witnesses chosen
before of God-His own favoured people. So, after the spiritual
rosurrection, the Man of God goes in and out amongst men,
breathing a Divine atmosphere of which worldlings are
unconscious, living a life which they perceive not, and speaking
a tongue which they do not understand. Those called out of
tho world by sovereign grace are "strangers and pilgrims in the
eaHh." "They seek a country." Heaven is their home. God
is their Father. Jesus is their Elder Brother-the Brother born
for their adversity, and willing to share and bear it. The Holy
Spirit dwells in them. They are the temple of the Lord. He
lives in them, and walks in them (2 Oor. vi. 16). There is a
constant fellowship maintained in their hearts with the Invisible,
as it is said of Moses-" He endured as seeing Him who is
invisible" (Heb. xi. 27). No child of God, walking in holy
communion with God, need expect recognition from the world.
c 2
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The believer's path is one which no unclean fowl in the aIr
knoweth. No one in the flesh has part or lot in it. "The
vulture's flesh-loving eye hath not seen it." The redeemed of
the Lord alone tread the King's highway, as saith the Prophet,
"An highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called,
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it
shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err
therein" (Isaiah xxxv. 8). Thus, then, dear fellow-pilgrims to
Zion, we need not count it a hard lot to be hated of the world,
misunderstood by those who are "out of the way," or made to
feel that we are "nothing accounted of." The day of our being
manifested as the sons of God is drawing nigh, when the vast
assembly of men and angels will own us as the favoured children
of the Most High. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like
Him; for we shall see Him as He is" (1 J olm iii. 2). Oh, let
us, then, in patience possess our souls, and be of good cheer,
though we be the despised and rejected of men, as was our
beloved Lord Jesus.
4. But, tlte saints of God aloe called IIis Hidden Ones, becmtse,
in respect to their safety, t!ley (we kept in His secret place. How
precious is that little word "Kept"! Yes; "the Lord is Thy
Reeper." The Church of the Firstborn is likened to "a garden
enclosed" (or, as the margin renders the word, barred). "All
His saints are in My hand" (Deut. xxxiii. 3). This blessed
truth was Satan's confusion, in the case of Job (i. 10), and it
was the boast of Jesus, the Great Shepherd of the sheep,
" Neither shall any man pluck them out of Thy hand"
(John x. 28). The Lord keeps His jewels under lock and key.
N ono can force the arm of Omnipotence, and rob the Redeemer
of His spoils.
" Hallelujah! who shall part
Christ's own Church from Christ's
own heart?
Sever from the S:1viour's side
Souls for whom the Saviour
died?
Cast one blood-bought jewel down
From Emmanuel's blood. bought
crown?

" Hallelujah! life nor de:1th,
Powers above, nor powers bene:1th,
Satan's might, nor hell's dark
gloom,
Things which :1re, nor things to
come,
Men nor angels, e'er shall p:1rt
Christ's own Church from Christ's
own heart! "

The Law cannot condemn the soul whom grace justifies. "There
is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus."
The world cannot" hurt in all God's holy mountain." The flesh is
crucified, and lies under the curse. "The elder shall serve the
younger." "Sin shall not have dominion over you," is the
glorious promise made to those who are "accepted in the
Beloved" and are "hidden" in Him. In life and also in
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death the saints are the care of the Lord. Day and night they
are in His sight. How safe, then, art thou, poor, weak, solitary
soul, to whom Jesus is precious. Safe in Him, no weapon
formed against you, by man or Satan, can prosper. As a dear
old dying saint lately said, in substantially these words, to the
writer, when he was visiting her, "I am as safe here as if I was
in heaven: for the Saviour is the same!" And as the dear Vica:r
of Broad Hembury sang in his immortal lines" More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
Oh,beloved friends, and fellow-dwellers in Him who is the
Rock of Ages, let us "sing praises, sing praises" to Him who
is "the strength of our salvation." He has loved us, bought us,
brought us, taught us, kept us, shepherded us, and promises to be
with us "alway," even unto the end, and then to present us " faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy." Are not
these themes for song in the house of our present pilgrimage? It
honours the Tri-une God when grace-saved sinners own their
obligations to His free favour and unmerited mercy. May our
life be one unbroken song of gratitude. " Freely" indeed we
"have received."
Let us, as the unction and liberty of the
Spirit are granted us, be found "continually in the Temple,
praising and blessing God. Amen."
THE EDITOR.
"LIVING BY THE DAY."
How sweet it is, and surely well befitting mortals who know not what
a day, nor even an hour, may bring forth. What so precious as, day
by day and moment by moment, "coming up from the wilderness,
leaning upon the Beloved," feeling that"'Tis enough that He should care,
Why should we the burden bear P"
We know one that has ten thousand fears, if he dares look into the
morrow-the" how" and the" when" and the" if" begin at once to
raise their unwelcome heads; but if he be enabled to recline upon that
mighty Him who hath "the government upon His shoulder," and who
"lmoweth that we have need of all these things," how calm, how
satisfied, how tranquil then! Lord, be pleased to give us to understand more and more what Paul meant when he said, "In whatsoever
state I am therewith to be content."
How I admire the remark or a dear friend in regard to the
to-morrow, namely, that the venturing upon it is an unrighteous or
unwarrantable intrusion upon Jehovah's domain. Moreover, what a
ceaseless ground or comrort it has been to me, that the Lord Jesus
Himself should have said, "Take no thought [no anxious thought]
for the morrow, but let the morrow take thought for the things of
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."
D.
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DRAWING NIGH.

"Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to ?/OIl."-JAl\IES iv. 8.
To the true-born child of God this Scripture is full of precious cheer.
To the graceless professor, the formalist, and the hypocrite, on the
contrary, its tone is as full of terror as was the voice of the Lord to
our fallen father, Adam, when, hiding in the thicket, he was challenged
by the Divine question, "Where art thou ~" Nothing, certainly, is so
abhorrent to man, in his natural conditioD, as the thought of
coming personally" nigh to God." Yet, nearness to God-the God of
salvation-is, to a true believer in Jesus, the constant longing of his
sou\, Such an one" thirsts " after the living God, even as tho parched
hart brays after the water-brooks.
" Ne:1rer, my God, to Thee,
Ne:1rer to Thee,"
is the constant aspiration of "the new man," and nothing short
of a personal revelation from the Father and the Son, in the
unction and power of the Holy Spirit, will ever satisfy the necessities
of his case. Now, while this is blessedly true on the part of the
Divinely illuminated child of God, it is equally true that the gracious
delight of the Lord is to hold face to face fellowship with each of His
humble followers. How sweetly is this latter truth made plain by
Solomon's Song, in that inspired passage which breathes intensest
affection on the part of the holy Bridegroom towards His bloodbought Spouse, the Ohurch-" 0 my dove, that art in the clefts of the
rock, in the secret of the stairs, let Me see tby countenance, let Me hear
thy voice j for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely"
(Song ii. 14).
Nearness to Himself is God's ideal of bliss for His redeemed ones.
Nearness to Himself is His purpose concerning His saints in relation
to His own eternal joy! To us who, through sovereign grace, have
been made to trust for salvation in our Oovenant Substitute and Sacrificed
Kinsman, Ohrist Jesus, it is truly heaven begun to be drawn" nigh"
to God ! We do indeed find it good to be in the mount with Him who
is our present and our eternal Portion. Hence, to us, the tones of our
God, when He bids us " draw nigh," are infinitely more melodious than
the most perfectly harmonised notes of earth. ,( The secret of the Lord"
is with his poor sin-exercised people, and they trustingly read in the
blood of the Oalvary Lamb not only the price of their redemption from
hell, from the curse, and the reigning power of sin, but also their right
of way by experience into "the holiest of all." Oh, beloved fellowbelievers in the very Ohrist of God, you and I have, through the
unsearchable riches of grace, a free and open entrance into the presence-chamber of Jehovah!
The fm'ce of the cheering words which lie before us--" Draw
nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you "-is found in the
Scripture context to which they are closely related. It is always

Tlze Gospel Magazine.

391

weJl to note the context of any Bible passage we may have under
review. Now, it is instructive to observe that our present portion
is Divinely inserted between personal cO?ifiict and practical holiness.
The context immediately preceding it is, "Resist the devil," while
tllat immediately following it is, "Cleanse your hands." Both con·
textual exhortations concern the saints of God, who, as partakers
of two natures, are by free-grace justification clean-handed, and by
daily practice, alas! un-clean handed. There is a const<.mt strife
between the" new man" and the" old man "-between that which
is begotten of the Spirit and that which is generated of the flesh.
That strife is, no doubt, Divinely ordained to give grace opportunity
for potent exercise. For, grace is the final victor in the case of every
God-begotten sinner. "Where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound."
The key to that grace-assured victory, then, is supplied in
the passage before us, beloved fellow-believers, placed, as it has
designedly been by the Holy Spirit, midway between conflict with
Satan and sepamtion from sin. Our tender-hearted Lord J"esus, the
all.sympathizing Head of the Church of God, knowing all things that
must befall His disciples, has richly provided for their need. Hence,
this suitable Scripture we sh311 do well to consider, asFIRSTLy-A Command. Yes j this short sentence of the lips of
truth and love is a Command-a Gospel Command. The true·hearted
disciple of J osus delights to keep in remembrance that touching saying
of his :Master, "He that hath My commandments, and keepeth them,
he it is that loveth Me" (John xiv. 21). He also gladly sets his hand
and seal to that other Scripture, "This is the love of God, that we
keep His commandments, and His commandments are not grievous"
(1 John v. 3). Oh, beloved brethren, you and I can, with tearmingled joy, attest this holy saying, "His commandments are 1Wt
grievous" ! No, they are an easy yoke, and a truly light burden.
We embrace the word of His condescending grace when He bids us
" draw nigh" to His blessed feet, and pour out there the tale of our
conflicts with ~atan and sin, and plead there the hope He has caused
in us to rest upon His Word. "Draw nigh"! Oh, what a marvellous-what a melting-command is this, to come from the mouth
of the Eternal God to poor trembling sinful saints! How like "the
Father of mercies" speaking through His mediating Son! But, dear
brethren in Christ, we may well observe further of our portion thatSECONDLy-It is a Promise. "Draw nigh to God, and He will dmw
nigh to von." There is nothing legal, or conditional about the Covenant
promises of our God. The promise is" here proclaimed, and the means
by which it most certainly will be fulfilled are set forth. It is one
of those sure promises of God of which we read that they are all, in
Jesus Christ, "Yea" and "Amen" (2 Cor. i. 20). Our being brought
nigh to God-first, by the atoning and reconciling blood of Jesus, our
adorable Substitute-and next, by the inward drawing operations of
the Holy Spirit, we owe, dear brethren, to the faithfulness of J ehovah
in keeping His pledge to the living faith of His people. Blessed be
His Holy Name, He is ever mindful of His Covenant. "He cannot
deny Himself." Addressing His poor dependent ones, in whatever
circumstances they may be found, He firmly pledges Himself to " draw
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nigh" to those who, like Jacob, seek graciously His face. In joy and
in sorrow alike, coming souls-souls coming into the Father's presence
trusting the merits of His infinitely dear Son-are unspeakably
welcome. Just as, in the parable, the tenderly affectionate, quickeyed parent beheld the backsliding prodigal drawing nigh, and "ran,
and fell on his neck, and kissed him," so the sweet promise-" He
will draw nigh to you "-assures us poor coming ones that "He will
draw nigh to us." Oh, marvellous condescension, and transcending
grace! The "worm Jacob" is sufficient to "prevail with God"the weak, limping suppliant is crowned with mercy-" the lame take
the prey"!
THIRDLY.-Let us briefly consider-JVhat it is to "draw nigh" to
God. It is faith, humble faith, pleading the value and efficltcy of the
blood of the Lamb, inasmuch as the saC1'ijice of Christ for His Church
is the sole warrant and passport by which sinful men dare venture
to draw nigh to a holy God, and to enter within the holiest of all,
as we read in the Epistle to the Hebrews (x. 21, 22), "And having
an High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true
heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil cOIlscience, and our bodies washed with pure water." Faith
breathes a congenial atmosphere when once she enters within the veil.
Faith has a right of way through the rent curtain of Christ's flesh.
The Divine Word of promise that those who, by faith, thus draw
nigh to God shall experience sweet communion with Him, furnishes
the heart of the believer with a ground of confidence and holy
He ventures upon the promise, in spite of all felt
boldness.
infirmities and unworthiness. Just as the poor trembler who said
"within herself" that if she might but touch the hem of the
garment worn by the Son of Man, she would obtain her desire, so
the believer to-day knows "within" himself-for the Holy Spirit
bears Him witness-that to draw nigh to the mercy seat and plead
the atoning blood of the Lamb, is to obtain the fulness of blessing.
The faith which thus ventures to draw nigh the footstool of the
Most High, upon the bare warrant of the precious promise of His
Word, may indeed approach tremblingly, delicately, and confusedly,
yet that faith, like Esther when she essayed to seek the presence of
the Persian king, will risk all on the enterprise-I< If I perish, I
perish" (Esther iv. 16). But the grace of faith, however feeble, is
ever a prevailing grace. Its strength may, at times, be nothing better
than smoking flax. Yet, there is a vital spark which causes that
ascending smoke, and being vital, God-kindled, and therefore
unquenchable, it will assert itself. And, beloved in Christ, such
feeble but true faith is unspeakably "precious" in the sight of the
Lord, its Author. Remember we gratefully, that" little faith" is as
really Divine in its origin and actings as "gr'eat faith." " Great
faith," indeed, was itself only "little faith" in its beginnings.
"Who hath despised the day of small things?" Jehovah's" small
things" are pledges and earnests of good and great things to come.
Thus, in drawing nigh to God, little faith, according to its measure,
as really obtains access within the veil as "gr'eat faith." The
attractions of Christ are to "little" faith as real, as enduring, as
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satisfying as to faith of fuller capacity. According to the measure of
receptivity so is the degree of the soul's enjoyment of Ohrist. Oh,
dear fellow-believers, we may well believe that the children who
shouted their Hosannas to Jesus when He rode down the slopes of
Olivet to Jerusalem were as really acceptable to Him-in their
measure, and of their kind-as the "Holy! Holy! Holy!" of the
Seraphim on high. And the wayside worship of the blind beggar at
Jericho, whose hearb could find only one expression in which to frame
his needy case-" Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on
me ! "-was as the sweetest incense ever offered in the glorious
courts of Solomon's temple by the sons of Levi.
Yes; yes;"Thus saith the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity,
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones" (Isaiah
lvii. 15).
This sweet tl uth leads us to the remaining point upon which we
may dwell. Let us put it in the form of a simple questionLAS'l'Ly-JV!/(/t is it f01' God to dmw nigh to us? "He will draw nigh
to you." Oh, what wondrous condescension on the part of the High
and Lofty One ! Yes; condescension is the very brightest gem that
sparkles on the royal brow of the God of all grace! The lowly in
heart are His peculiar delight. Would we behold God in Ohrist,
manifesting forth the glories of His character ~ Then we will visit
the inn at Bethlehem, and thence trace His goings amongst the
children of men, to find Him ever identifying Himself with "the
poor of this world, rich in faith." From the ranks of the humble
fishermen of Tiberias He chose His Apostles. "The Son of Man,"
who had not "where to lay His head," accepted the hospitality of
His creatures, and found His daily bread amongst the hardy sons of
toil. "She hath done what she could," was the expression of both
His approval, and His gratitude to one who lavished her limited means
on His little-caTed-for body. To draw nigh to seeking souls, coming
believers, and worshipping saints, is the delight of His heart. " This
Man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them," is as true to-day as it
was eighteen centuries ago. To commune with lowly, humble hearts
is His greatest joy. When the Holy Spirit draws us to Jesus,
beloved friends, He who "knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit"
responds in the gladness of His heart, and draws nigh according to
His prolUlse-" We will come unto him, and make Our abode with
him." Communion is more, much more, than prayer. In prayer only
onp, speak;. But communion implies an interchange of thought and
word. <. Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you," betokens
pre-disposition on the Lord's part to hold converse with His people.
Yes, dear fellow-believers, it is an utterance of lips Divine which bids us
-" Let M.e see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is
thy voice, and thy countenance is comely." Oh, to respond with loyal
That
promptitude, "I will hear what God the Lord will spealc."
walk to Emmaus has not yet reached its end. Jesus still delights to
join Himself to His disciples, and to warm their hearts by the way.
J. O.
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WELL·SPRINGS.
"And tlw thing was tnw, bnt the time appointed was long."-DANLEL x. 1.
DANIEL, whose name was called Belteshazzar under tho king of J udah
(and whose name signifies "one who has a treasure in secret "), had
a secret revealed unto him-a vision of some future interpretation. It
was true and he believed it. It was no mere fancy of the brain, nor
passing illusion; but, taking God at His word, he waited for it, surely
and certainly looking for it although it tarried and he was kept
waiting. For we read, "the time appointed was long"; ancl hiRtory
says,-ere this was literally fulfilled respecting the Persian an(l Grocian
monarchies and what was to, and did, befall them, and also to
the nation of the Jews,-it was three hundred years, in the time of
Antiochm.
Does not this remind us also of those Old Testament worthies of
whom Paul says, "These all died in faith, not having received the
promises [that is, in their fulfilment], but having seen them afar off, and
were persuaded of them" 1 Abraham saw the slain Lamb and the
Church's glorious Substitute, by faith, in that sacrifice which God had
provided, that Isaac and all his seed might go free. Noah, saw it when
in faith He builded the ark for a refuge to him and his family. Yea,
" These all," says the Apostle, "obtained a good report through faith,"
and yet died when they had received not the promise." The mino~
and major Prophets sang of His coming, and their sun set ere the
dark time of waiting those more than three hundred years from MaJachi
to Christ's birth; and then good old Simeon, fast nearing the close of
his mortal span, was "waiting for the consolation of Israel," when be
saw God's Salvation in that little Babe whom he held in his IInm,
whilst he cried, "Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace:
for mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation." And now in the long vista
our hearts wait also for His salvation, even for Him that has come
and will yet come again. "I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait,
and in His word do I hope. My soul waiteth for the Lord more than
they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch
for the morning." The believer's aspect is watching and waiting.
"All them also that love His appem'ing," says Paul; and the waiting
heart cries out, "Lord, I long for Thine appearing." "Looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ." To which John, the beloved Apostle,
adds: "And every man that hath this hope in him pUl'ifieth himself, even as He is pure. Do we know the secret of this "in waiting
I waited," this patient waiting for Christ, beloved 1
Again, God's children wait for God's Pmmises. "Whereby are given
unto us exceeding great and precious promises," writes Peter. Oh,
how faith clings to a promise! "Thou hast said, Lord, and wilt Thou
not do it 1" cries the heart, reminding Him that "in Him all the
promises are Yea and Amen, unto the glory of God by us," Having
the promise, believing the thing to be true, although the time
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appointed for its fulfilment may be long, the child of God tarries His
leisure, and looks for God's time and will and way to show him the
promise in the pe1!ormance of the same. What a blessed faith, that
what God promises He is also able to perform! Yea, His very
promises are but part of His ways; for having received the promisp,
God's child waits for the performance of the same, confident that He
will do as He has said. Sweet life of dependence this j hard, very
often, to faith, for she has no harder lesson to learn than this waiting,
this sitting still whilst her God tarries. But He comes at length, in
His own time, which is best. It may be at sunrise or sunset, at
cock-crowing or at even, but it is His province, His promise, and His
performance to, answer prayer. Then wait for Him, dear tried child of
God. He will come. The thing is true, if the time appointed be long.
H I
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no
man taketh from you."
God's children also wait for His Love Tokens-in the dark and cloudy
day, when sorrow crowds upon sorrow, when bereavement follows
bereavement" when losses and crosses make the pilgrim cry out, with
dear old Jacob, "All these things are against me." What sweeter
message, what greater balm to the wounded soul is there than these
words, "llavillg loved His own which were in the world, He loved
them unto the end" 1-foresaw aU their sins, shortcomings, failures,
sorrows, and how they would be met, and yet loved them, in spite of
all, with a Divine, unchanging love. And they, proving His love in
the past, may well trust Him for all their future steps.
"I journey through a desert drear and wild,
Yet is my heart by such sweet thoughts beguiled
Of Him on whom I lean, my Strength, my Stay,
I can forget the sorrows of the way.
"Thoughts of His love-the root of every grace
Which finds in this poor heart a dwelling-place;
The sunshine of ,my soul, than day more blight,
And my calm pillow of l'epose by night."
And thus God's children wait for God's Strength. "Let him take
hold on My strength." When the way-worn Ohristian has no might
in himself, and is ready to halt and sink down in despair, God
increaseth strength. "The Lord is the strength of my life," says the
Psalmist. He is our Strength and Shield for every battle, great and
small j and oft-times we need Him the more for the small and
apparently insignificant battles of every-day life-those trifles, which
in reality try us so much more than the big trials. And the child
of God's relies upon the promised strength at that all-important, solemn
hour of death. When" My heart and flesh faileth, but God is the
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever." Relying then upon
bare Omnipotence-and oh, what else can supply hidden confidence to
the one whose fast-glazing eye tells the looker-on that the shore of
eternity is reached, and the feet are even now dipping into Jordan's
waves 1-the voice can no longer speak, but the heart's secret is in
the strength of Jehovah who cannot lie nor repent, and having been
with His child in six troubles, proves Himself God to deliver him out
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of the seventh and greatest of alL What can comfort the helpless
on-looker, the mourner who has cared for that loved form, and can
do so no longer 1 Yielding their beloved one to the God who has
cared for them all their life long. they fall back upon God's strength
for their stricken hearts, as for the one whom He is taking home to
Himself. "Because of His strength will I wait upon Thee, for God
is my defence" (or, my high place, as the margin renders it).
Lastly, God's children wait for Victory over daily conquests of sin
and Satan j for "Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, the power, and the
glory, and the victory, and the majesty." Daily conquests over
wretched self; warring against the Canaanite and every enemy that
dwells in our land. God shall make us more than conquerors. And
lastly, shall His children look for, expect, and realize victory over
death and the grave; for He has conquered all, and left on record
this love token, that He who lay in Joseph's sepulchre perfumed the
grave for every believer, and by rising again wrought out the glorious
victory, and conquered that last enemy, death, for His chilclren; so that
with Paul they sing-" 0 death, where is thy sting 1 0 grave, where
is thy victory 1 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is
the law. But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory throngh
our Lord Jesus Christ."
Thus, beloved, are His children found in posture waiting and watching for His appearing; waiting and watching for His promises; for the
performance of the same-for His love tokens-for His strength, and
for God's victory. And though the thing you believe be true, but
the time appointed may be long, may the Lord keep your hearts unto
the patient waiting for Christ, believing, as He promisod, so is He
able and willing to perform, and in the end make you "more than
conquerors."
R.
DYING

THOUGHTS.

LORD .JESUS, take Thy child to rest
Calmly on Thy gentle breast;
Life's rough tossings now are o'er,
I shall sigh and sin no more.

Who through grace have sought the
Lord,
Owned His power, obeyed His
Word;
Who meekly bore with Him the
Hold my hand in passing through
cross,
Death's dark river, now in view;
Counting worldly thin~s but dross;
I dare not take one step alone,
Who oft have been beset with fears,
Lead me to Thy Father's throne.
Bathed their couch with bitter
All on earth I now resign,
tears,
'Tis enough that Thou art mine;
Have" out of tribulation come,"
Though bruised and broken by the I Now have reached their heavenly
fall,
home.
Thy precious blood hath healM all.
Dear Saviour, with my fleeting breath,
Methinks I hear the ransomed throng To Thy praise, lawn my faith,
Singing loud the rapturous song;
Passing thus o'er life's last wave,
Though sweeter still, Thy voice I hear, Hail Thy mighty power
to
Calling those Thou holdest dearsave.
Cockfield.

C.

BALDWIN.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "
THE BELIEVER'S COURSE. (ACTS xxvii.)
(Continued jl-om page 331.)

" BUT not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called
Euroclydon." "He commandeth, and raise.th the stormy wind, which
lifteth up the waves" (Psalm cvii. 25). He doeth this.
"The hand
of the Lord is in all this." It is DO chance that happens to us,
whether it be stormy wind at sea, filling our hearts with terror, or
stormy dispensations of providence, when the soul is shaken to its
foundation. "Their soul is melted away because of trouble." It may
be personally or relatively: bodily affliction, bringing us face to face
with death, or circumstantial trouble, threatening ruin; variedly these
arise, tribulation comes, rolling wave upon wave, for" He commandeth"
it! and there is no escaping it by any human wisdom or foresight.
Probably those who so fondly hope to attain to the haven of perfection, while yet in the flesh, will have to' encounter a very
Euroclydon experience, causing them to mount up to heaven and go
down again to the depths (of what is in them), and to be at their
wit's end (Psalm cvii. 26-29), to show them what the conflict still is
between flesh and spirit, which they vainly imagined they had done
with. Certain it is that this is a part of Divine instruction in the
discipline of God's children, that they may be emptied of self and
filled with all the fulness of God.
How very significantly it is said, "And when the ship was caught,
and could not bear up into the wind, we let her drive." Our feeble bark
is caught by winds of temptation, of error, or adverse circumstances,
ensnared in a moat helpless condition, to bear up and face the strong
current, bearing all before it; driven by the wind and tossed, no
power to pray, to wrestle, or even cry for help, when sin is on the
conscience, and the enemy takes occasion to tnss the soul to and fro,
farther from the only shelter and refuge, by the sense of deserved
wrath. Oh, how much is needed to bring us to humble confession
and simple dependance upon our God!
"And when the ship was caught, we let her drive." She ship of
the State, in which every child of God is included in the voyage of
life; the ship, the Church of England, or any other branch of tbe
visible Church, may be assailed by a very EurocJydon of tempestuous
force of evil, threatening destruction, or very disastrous consequences
to the cause of truth and righteousnesp. Some measure before Parliament like the Home Rule Bill for Ireland, or Welsh Disestablishment,
or Church Patronage Bill, putting increased power into the hands of
Romaniziug bishops to crush Evangelical truth, may be characterized
as analogous conditions to tbis in the Apostle Paul's voyage. For
Holy Scripture has what may be termed its chameleon hues as divine
light shines upon it, adapting portions of it to special circumstances
as they arise in the believer's course. Thus every Christian in the
ship should be concerned not to "let he?' lZrive," but to present a
bold front of protest and resistance against strong winds of error,
bear up to, or, as the Revised Version renders it, "face the wino,"
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Daniel-like, who said, "I set my face unto the Lord God to seek by
prayer and supplication with fasting" (Dan. ix. 3); or as the Psalmist,
"I will direct my prayer unto Thee, and will look up" (Psalm v. 3);
thus to "resist the devil," who will be sure to suggest, What can I
do against such powers of evil1 what difference can my poor prayers
make 1 Deborah did not argue so, though it might have seemed
cogent reasoning in her case-a feeble woman against Sisera, with
J abin's nine hundred chariots of iron. But she called for Barak,
though he was among the Little Faiths, and together they were made
mighty instruments in overthrowing the power of the enemy, though
bearing down upon God's people with torrent-strength. We are
shown the secret of her strength in Deborah's song of praise, "The
Lord made me have dominion over the mighty! 0 my soul, thou
hast trodden down strength" (Judges v. 13-21). "The weapons of
her wadare were not carnal "; but the soul-earnestness of the wrestling
princess prevailed with God and over men, because, as Job explained
it, " Would He plead against me with His great strength 1 No; but
He would put strength in me" (Job xxiii. 6). Oh for many such
wrestlers, when God may truly say of us, "My Sabbaths they greatly
polluted," by measures passed catering for the amusement of the people
on His holy day, and by many an enactment which makes the heart
of the righteous sad for national sins.
Observe the disastrous result of non-resistance of the opposing
elements-no wrestling with God, seeking the Spirit's aid who helpeth
our infirmities, but a drifting before the rapid stream-" We let her
drive. And running under a certain island, which is called Clallda"
(which means, a broken voice, a lamentable voice, and bespeaks the
voice of prayer in such desperate circumstance, mournful indeed-the
broken utterances of the heart-stricken one, lamenting for the Lord
and for the joy of His presence, which is salvation), "we had much
work to come by the boat." Literally they had much labour to
secure the lifeboat and get it on board, making sure of this last means
of safety, useless as it afterwards proved to be. But the spiriGual
lesson seems to be what COWPER conveys-" With Christ in the
vessel I smile at the storm." NEWTON speaks of the Lord Jesus as
"My Lifeboat Thou." A soul that is tempest-tossed is much concerned to receive Christ in the heart as the Lifeboat of safety.
"Christ in you the hope of glory" ~a contrast to all human means,
for He faileth not. That boat whereinto the disciples were entered
was subjected to a great wind that blew, until they willingly
received Him into the ship, and then they immediately reached
the land in safety (John vi. 21). "Which when they had taken
up they used helps." There is only one other place in Scripture where the word "helps" occurs, that is, 1 Cor. xii. 28, "God
hath set some in the Church, first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps," evidently
feeble instrumentalities used for carrying on the work of God in the
salvation of souls. Reading and meditation help the soul forward;
sometimes a word, quoted by a little one, helps. How gladly are we
., holpen with a little help" (Dan. xi. 34), not despising the day of
small things, for sometimes the young disciple helps the older one;
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even a fragment of truth may be 1tsed to help. " U ndergirding the
ship," to sustain and support the vessel of mercy through the storm:
and what 1tndergil'ding like that precious Word, "Underneath are
the everlasting arms" 1 (Deut. xxxiii. 27,) for
"Who shall sink with such a prop
As bears the world and all things up? "
"It is God that girdeth me with strength" (Psalm xviii. 32). None
effectual as that!
"And fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands." Our
Divine Lord and Master prayed, "Deliver Me out of the mire, and let
Me not sink: ., .. let Me be delivered out of the deep waters; ....
neither let the deep swallow me up" (Psalm lxix. 14, 15); and" In
that He himself hath suffered being tempted, He is able to succour
them that are tempted" (Heb. ii. 18). Unbelief is sure to distract
the soul that is on the billows of tribulation, with the fear of being
swallowed up by the quicksands of presumption and false confidence;
and with questionings of the work of grace in the heart. "If it be
so, why am I thus 1" "If I am a child of God, why am I permitted
to be thus distracted-thus surrounded with perplexities, distresses,
wave upon wave 1" The enemy takes ad vantage of this to lead the
soul to restrain prayer, so it is said, "Fearing lest th<3Y should fall into
the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven." N Qtice the workings
of unbelief. Instead of still spreading the sails to catch the heavenly
breeze, putting themselves in the attitude of prayer, and waiting
humbly upon God, and so outride the storm; instead of earnestly
seeking His presence, who only can say, "Peace, be still" to the
stormy wind, and there is a great calm, they lower the sail, cease to
call upon God, "lifting up holy hands" in humble petition to be
wafted into calmer seas; they" strake sail, and so were driven." At
first it was said, " We let her drive," now a further and more desperate
state of things arises, "And so were driven"; "driven of fierce
winds" (James iii. 3); "driven of the devil" (Luke vi. 29); as unstable souls, "driven of the wind and tossed" (James i. 6).
"And we being exceedingly tossed with tempest." "I am full of
tossings to and fro until until the dawning of the day," is the
experience of many beside Job (chap. vii. 4).
"0 thou afflicted,
LOssed with tempest, and not comforted" (Isaiah liv. 11). Because the
Lord knew this would describe the state of His children at one
time or other of their course over life's ocean, He provides a
special promise of a sapphire foundation, heavenly and permanent!
a contrast of peace and stability to being "rocked in the cradle
of the deep"; and as exceedingly only describes their condition,
He fits it with the glorious' fact that "He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think."
The word
abundantly is derived from 1mcla, l\ wave; so when wave upon wave
rolls over us exceeclingly, there is exceeding abundantly to exceed it!
"Be of good cheer," "0 thou afflicted, tossed with tempest,"
"because greater is He that is in you," than the devil that is in
the storm!
"The next day they lightened the ship." Many things weigh
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down the soul, which we gladly throw overboard in a storm. It will
lighten our vessel to "lay aside every weight, and the sin that doth
so easily beset us" (Heb. xii. 1); to "cast off the works of darkness,
and put on the armour of light" (Rom. xiii. 12); to "cast thy
burden upon the Lord" (Psalm Iv. 22) j for, "They looked unto Him
and were lightened" (Psalm xxxiv. 5). Sometimes by sudden or severe
affiiction, face to face with death, the soul becomes "exceedingly'
tossed with a tempest" j I< All Thy waves and Thy billows are gone over
me," is the cry. Then there is sure to follow a searching of heart and
desire to cast out the secret sins that have been manifested. Happy
the soul that realizes at such a time, "Thou wilt cast all their sins
into the depths of the sea" (Micah vii. 19). Then the vessel is
lightened indeed of a heavy burden, "too heavy for me to bear." Who,
would mind being tempest-tossed for such an "aIterward"?
"And the third day we cast out with our own hands the tackling
of the ship." When the soul is brought to so great extremity it is
individual work-"with anT own hands." Everyone that would be saved
must come to this casting out. "Thy tacklings are loosed; they
could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail:
then is the prey of a great spoil divided j the lame take the prey
(Isa. xxxiii. 23). See how one Scripture explains another Scripture.
The very expressions are analogous; and the evident allusion to halting Jacob, with. thigh out of joint, as he wrestled and prevailed,
explains this throwing overboard of the tackling of the ship as the
expression of Nature's w6akness and conscious inability to spread the
sails by any effort of their own. "liVith 0111' own hemds," relinquishing
the hope of doing so again. People will talk of '/t.';ing the means, which
often means depending on them, and not on GOD, until all means fail,
and then in utter sense of incapacity we throw them overboard and
"yield ourselves unto GOD." The ship's furniture may seem essential
in a calm sea or moderate storm, but in desperate times it is counted
as nothing.
I'

(To be continued. )

THIS is a land of armour, Heaven is a land of rest; there the cross
will be exchanged for the crown. Go, and they will tell you, " We
wrestled as you do now." They had trials, they knew what sore
temptations meant, they all have the same tale of wrestling. We
must put our hand on the thorn before we can wear the crown. We
must use the sword before we can wear the crown, but "the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glories
which shall be revealed." We are often hungry, thirsty, and sorely
tried, and often feel that we can go no further, but would gladly lie
down and die. But remember, "He that endureth to the end shall
be saved," and Jesus says, ,; My grace is sufficient for thee, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness"; and whilst the war is now
raging, the shout of victory may just be breaking. It was so with
the Apostle Paul. When the time of his departure came, he could
say, "I am now ready to be offered. I have fought the fight."-The
late Rev. F. Hoal'e.
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WAITING IN THE KING'S GATE.
" TVho hithel'to waited in the king's gate easiwa1'Cl."-l CHRONICLES ix. 18.
THE king's gate was that appointed by, and belonging to the king, by
which he entered the Temple. Certain persons of the tribe of Levi,
whose names are recorded in the verse preceding this passage, were
appointed as porters to wait in it, and attend the comings and goings
of the king. This will bear an instructive spiritual application. In
the first place, we will look at, the King's Gate; secondly, consider the
IYaitin,q POl'ie'rs; and, thirdly, note their position-" Eastwal·d."
1. The King's Gate. It is one thing to admire or eve.n describe a
gate, but quite another thing to stand "in" it. The latter is one
essential point; and after waiting awhile in it, there was a passing
through it. Mark! without passing through there is no entering the
Temple.
There is the King's gate of Regenemtion, which is the strait gate
leading into life. It is so strait and narrow there is only room for a
poor, naked, helpless sinner to pass through,'and this not without
difficulty; as it is written, "Strait is the gate and narrow is the way
that leadoth unto life" (Matt. vii. 14). The entry into this gate
consists in the experience of two things-conviction of sin and death,
and desire fot' righteousness and life. These are the sure evidences of
that passing into divine life which is regeneration. Of such the Apostle
writes, "You hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sins" (Eph. ii. 1).
The King's gate is the gate of Repentance. Through it all must pass.
Some speak of faith disjoined from repentance; but without repentance there can be no true faith. The Prophets, John the Baptist, Jesus
and His Apostles, all preached repentance. It is a grace of the Holy
Spirit wrought (through the Word) ill the hearts of the regenerate,
consisting in a godly sorrow for, and a heart-hatred of sin, both of a
carnal and a spintualnature. None enter the Temple of God but through
this gate, which is so 1011' as to compel the humblest stooping on the
part of those founel in it.
The King's gate is Faith. By faith tI,e King comes to His people.
Standing in this gate, the penitent looks toward the Temple, and, at
the appointed time, sees the Lamb slain for him, and His blood flowing
for him. Faith looks and leads t.o the Holy Place where God answers
prayer, pardons sin, and blesses the sinner. To get fairly through this
gate is more difficult than some suppose. Many scarcely believe for a
10Jlg time. They are kept waiting in the gate; where, however, faith's
work isTo own with contrition the deeds we have done,
And take the remission God gives in His Son."
H

The gate 01 Pl'Ol'illence is also the King's.
Often it appears as a
dark gate, shut, barring the way, preventing progress, and rendering
all striving vain. "He shuts, and none can open." Indeed, there
is no opening till the King comes. The word "hitherto" in the text
is a note of time. "Hitherto [till the king came] they waited in the
gate." This is all they could do. Sometimes He keeps His poor
~

D
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dependants wniting and watching a long while before He come, to
their relief. But though it may look black and dark, yet"Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face." .
Again, the gate of the JiVord is the King's gate. This is the Gate
Beautiful of the Temple. Every humble waiting soul is in the Word,
in its descriptions of character, and in its exceeding great and precious
promises; and here he waits (Prov. viii. 34).
Lastly, it is a sweet view of the gate of Death to sce that it, too,
is the King's. Held for a while in its gloomy portal, sometimes
suffering and shrinking, yet with glimpses ever and anon of the glory
of the Temple beyond, God's living ones stand waiting till the King
comes to take them in with Him, and thus our beloved holy dead
pass from our sight into the place prepared for them. Look now,
and see2. The Waiting Porters. In the seventeenth verse we find that their
persons were chosen by the king, their names enrolled in his decree,
and their position in the king's gate was allotted to them-they were
placed there, The application of this is easy. Now, their office and
work were to wait. That was all; simply and only to wait. Let our
beloved, busy, bustling Marthas and Peters note it well! We will
proceed to describe this waiting, which signifies many things.
i. Waiting denotes Obedience. Obedience is doing the will of the
Master. His will in this instance was, that the porters should just
wait for him; and this is the will of the King of Zion in respect to
many of His people and servants. Such waiting entailed monotony
and weariness, which two things very often constitute no small pal't
of the Christian's burden, and no small part of the discipline which
is necessary to maintain spiritual life, so much of which is occupiedor, as we think, wasted-in merely waiting. Ah!" They serve who
only stand and wait."
ii. Waiting implies Suspense, especially if the period of the King's
coming is unknown and uncertain, which is truly the case. Even in
respect to His gracious visits to our souls, He comes and goes according to His royal pleasure. The suspense of waiting in uncertainty,
whilst "hope deferred maketh the heart sick," is often the appointed
.
lot of the King's servants here below.
iii. Waiting, therefore, means Watchfulness, involving incessant
vigilance, because of the temptations to sloth besetting the soul, while
the Lord delays His coming. The overpowering nature and the
danger of such temptations are set forth in the parable of the Ten
Virgins. With fear and love we sing"Waiting for our Lord's returning,
Be it ours His Word to keep;
May our lamps be always burning,
May we watch while others sleep."

iv. Waiting indicates Hopefulness; for" If we hope for that we see
not, then do we with patience wait for it" (Rom. viii.). Hoping
against hope for the Lord's appearing to them in grace, and jor them
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in providence, is the work of saints here below; and therefore they
continue looking for the Lord's appearings, thus during the weariness
of the waiting time.
v. Waiting in the gate denotes also Standing still, neither slothflllly seeking ease, nor yet moving on in our own way. Waiters
faithfully abide in their calling, and are found humbly, quietly, and
watchfully standing (at least in desire) in the King's gate, looking for
Him to come.
vi. 'l'lle waiting porters exercised Patient Endurance. The Lord
tarries; there are many inducements to depart, to give up, to cease
waiting, and to force one's-self into some sphere of greater activity and
Ilsefulness. But this is not patient endurance, it is not waiting the
Lord's time and the Lord's way. Let us learn from the Levitical
porters how to wait!
vii. Mark their Object: they wait for the appointed time of the
appearing of the King, and for His will to be done; they wait for
the fulfilment of His promise, and for the answer to their prayers.
He has said He will come; they have prayed ill agonizing entreaty,
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus." Meanwhile, trials are sanctified, their
spirits meekened, and the waiting time proves a gracious preparation
for what the King has designed to vouchsafe when His glory shall
be revealed. But, as yet, they waitviii. 11/ the gate. They stand within the portals, under the
shadow, neither in the city nor of the city, nor yet wholly as yet in
the Temple. Such is the position of the Ohurch militant on earth;
Scp'll'ate,l by divine grace from the world, but not yet glorified.
Briefly noto-3. Their position described-" EastVJlt1'Cl." "They waited in the king's
gate eastward." Its eastward aspect made it seem the very worst
position possible for these tired, weary Levites, exposing them to the
cutting winds, and to all the cold blasts from that cold quarter.
vVell, most of us sometimes feel that our position is the worst
possible, and our circumstances the most unfavourable. When this is
r,he case we need to remember that the only question is-Is it of
God's appointment ~ Are we where He has placed us? If so, all is
well. But it needs some grace, and the supply of His Spirit to wait
ill the King's gate eastward. For the encouragement of waiting souls,
we clo~E\ these tracings with the remark, that the gate facing the east
was /01('1/ i'ds the sunTise. The Lord says, " Unto you that fear My
namc shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in His
wings" (Mal. iv. 2); and the first beams will fall upon those
obediont souls "who hitherto waited in the King's gate eastward."
}Ju/h.

E. C.

close to Him who is a hiding place from the north wind..
covert from the tempest (Isa. xxxii. 2).
man ever heard me say or hint a syllable against ~the goodness
law; the law is good, and "it works death inJ us by that
is good" (Rom. vii. 12).
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CONVERSION-WHAT IS IT 1
word "conversion" occurs but once in the Bible (A.cts xv. 3),
and although we find parts o£ the verb "convert," "be converted,"
nine times in the Authorized Version of the New Testament, yet the
Greek words which they represent are properly translated in the
Revised Version, "turn" j "turn again," except in James v. 19, 20,
where the verb is transitive.
We gather, therefore, from their use in Holy Scripture, that these
words set forth the subjective act of sinners, when by reason of regeneration by the Spirit, they turn from sin to God, the energizing
power not being named.
There are some flowers which open only in sunshine. We look
at them in early morning before the sun has broken through the
clouds, and we see their petals fast closed, but when the brighL
sunbeams burst upon them, they open in all their boauty. We say
" These' flowers have opened," but we do not dony the fact th:1t
they have done so by the influence of the warm beams of the
sun.
Similarly, the word "conversion," in a scriptural sense, means the
turning of a sinner from sin to God, but it does not exclude the
truth, so plainly taught, that this "turning " is by the mighty power
of the Holy Ghost (John vi. 44).
Of this wonderful Spirit-wrought change the word "conversion"
is conventionally used, but, alas! how much error is prevalent as to
what conversion really is.
r. Before attempting to answer the question, "What is conversion 1" let me, first of all, taking the Word o£ God as guide, show
what it is not.
(a) It is not mere change o£ creed, or the joining of this or that
Church. Rome boasts o£ her "converts," but we know that such
have apostatized from the truth j and on the other hand, "converts"
to Protestantism do not always give evidence of possessing vital, ex"In Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth
perimental religion.
anything, nor uncircumcision, but A NEW CREATURE" (Gal. vi. 15). There
may be change of opinion where there is no change of heart. To
belong, by conviction, to a scriptural Church is well, but what
vast numbers in connection with such have "a name to live, and are·
dead" !
(b) Intellectual belief and profession of truth, standing alone, are not
a test of real conversion to God. We have a solemn proof of this in
the case of Simon Magus, who "believed," and was baptized, but
whose subsequent conduct proved that his "heart was not right in the
sight o£ God," and that he was 'c in the gall of bitterness, and in the
bond o£ iniquity."
The Apostle J ames, speaking of this kind of fruitless "faith," conclusively shows that it is not" saving" when he says, "Thuu believest
that there is one God j thou doest well: the devils also believe and
tremble." Yet how often we hear men called upon, indiscriminately,
to believe the Gospel, before, it is to be feared, they have realized
their sinful and lost state by nature! . The IJord has taught us that
THE
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only a good tree can bring forth good fruit. A dead tree is worthless.
Man by nature is spiritually dead, and must first be quickened by
the Holy Ghost before He can believe. See Ephesians i. 19 ; ii. 1. Is it
any wonder that when unregenerate men are thus pressed to "believe
the Gospel," to "come to Jesus," as a condition of salvation, and
are, we may say, coaxed and cajoled into saying they believe, that
such "converts" bring dishonour upon their profession, and ere long
fall away from it, bringing Ohristianity into disrepute with the ungodly ~ "They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they
had been of us, they would have continued with us."
It is not surprising, therefore, that such preachers deny the precious
truth contained in the Scripture just quoted, the final preservation
of the saints, and hold that a man may be at one time a child of
God, and afterwards a child of the devil!
How differently the matter is put in the services of the Ohurch of
England. "He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent,
and unfeignedly believe His Holy Gospel. Wherefore, let us beseech
Him to grant us true repentance, and His Holy Spirit, that those
things may please Him, which we do at this present; and that the
rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy j so that at the last,
we may come to His eternal joy j through Jesus Ohrist our Lord."
(c) Again, conversion must be distinguished from mere reformation
of' life and conduct. Conversion is more than this. It is a new life.
"If any man be in Ohrist, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God"
(2 001'. v. 17, 18). A man may reform his life, and yet not be converted.
Various influences and motives may cause a man tl) turn over a new
leaf, and amend his ways, while all the time he may be spiritually
dead, and full of' hatred to the humbling truths of God's Word. And
that a specious morality, accompanied by a loud religious profession,
may exist in unconverted men is clear from our Lord's parable of the
Pharisee and the Publican.
n. But now let us inquire what the Word of God teaches us true
conversion is j and then (iii.) what are its characteristics and evidences.
And, first of all, it is evident that conversion to God is the result of
REGENEH.ATION. Holy Scripture sets forth man by nature as spiritually
d~ltd (see Rom. v. 12; John v. 24-26, &c.) Hence the Lord's words to
Nicodemus, "Ye must be born again."
When a sinner turns to God in Christ, with broken and contrite heart,
having nought to plead but the merits of the once crucified, but now
risen and ascended Saviour, he is the subject of the Almighty power
and grace of the Holy Ghost in His Covenant office as the Quickener
and Teacher of God's chosen people, according to the will of J ehovah
Three-in-One; as Paul writes to Titus, "Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost j which He
shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that, being
justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope
of eternal life" (Titus iii. 5-7). The same Apostle tells us that Ohrist
sent him to the Gentiles, "to open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God" (Acts xxvi.);
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and in his Epistle to the Colossians we learn how this was effected,
even by Divine power, according as we read (chap. i. 13), " Who hath
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into
the kingdom of His dear Son."
Thus we see the Agent in the conversion of sinners is J ehovah
Three-in-One. The means employed is His Word; as James says,
"Of His own will begat He us by the Word of truth"; and Peter,
likewise, "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever."
And as the Lord honours His servants by committing to them the
ministry of the Word, so by that ministry they may bo said, in a
sense, to convert others (see James v. 19, 20). But how ignorant of
the Word, and of their own heads, must they be who call upon
men to turn to God, considering this to lie in the determinative
power of their own unrenewed wills! The writer recently heard a
young and earnest Evangelist say to his hearers: "Give Christ a
chance to save you"! How dishonouring to Christ, who by His
finished work has saved His people from their sins! And how dishonouring to the Holy Ghost, by whose Almighty power sinners" dead
in trespasses and sins" are quickened!
.
nl. What then are the invariable characteristics of this wonderful
change which we call conversion 1 In the first place, there is conviction
of and contrition for sin. The sinner sees, feels, and mourns over the
sinfulness of his heart and Me. Condemned by the holy law of God,
and under its curse, he realizes his lost, helpless, and hell-deserving
condition, and his cry is, "God be merciful to me a sinner."
Now this gracious work is wrought in the soul of every" vessel of
mercy" by the Holy Ghost, in order that He may lead him to Christ.
And the all-importance of this preparatory work will be evident when
we consider that it is only the sin-burdened one who will value the
Sin-bearer, the perishing one who feels his need of a Saviour.
The Gospel of the grace of ,God is the glad tidings of a Saviour.
It tells of full redemption, free forgiveness, complete justification in
Christ, "In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7).
Now, this is just what the contrite sinner wants. IIe longs for it,
prays for it" seeks it. He does not need human persuasion to believe,
but to be told the truth of God, that Gospel of Christ which is "the
power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth," and, in hearing
it, not at once, it may be, but sooner or later, by the Spirit's power,
he wiil believe it in his heart, to his soul's peace. "With the heart
man believeth unto righteousness " (Rom. x. 10).
Truly humbled, and teachable as a little child (Matt. xviii. 3), he
now "believes to the saving of the soul" (Heb. x. 39). The fruit
and effects of this Divine teaching, issuing in belief of the Gospel,
will be peace, joy, \hope, and love. "Being justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also
we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God. And hope maketh not ashamed, because
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which
is given unto us" (Rom. v. 1, 2, and 5).
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"When on the cross my Lord I see,
Bleeding to death for wretched me;
Satan and sin no more can move,
For I am all transformed to love!
"Here I forget my cares and pains;
I drink, yet still my thirst remains;
Only the Fountain.head above
Can satisfy the thirst of love!"
But the new convert will not find it all smooth sailing. Now commences a life-long conflict, for "the flesh lusteth against the spirit."
IIe will have many a hard struggle with besetting sins, and must
learn the plague of his own heart, in order that he may flee from
self to Christ, Sat/m will try hard to cause him to make shipwreck
of the faith, but in everyone led of the Spirit of God the word. will
be verified, "Sin shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not
under the law but under grace." He is "kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation."
Trials, too, will be his lot, for, "Whom the Lord loveth He
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth" (Heb. xii. 6),
and it may be long before he is able to glory in tribulations also,'
but he will finally rest assured that "All things work together for
good to them that love God, to them that are the called according
to his porpose " (l{om. viii. 28).
Sanctified-separated to God-indwelt by the Spirit, the converted
man's life will be consistent with his profession, and he will strive
"to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith he is called," and" to
show forth the praises of Him who hath called him out of darkness
into His marvellons light."
Glasgow.
l{OBERT J. NOYES.
"AND FOl{ EVEl{!"
A DEAR aged saint has just related to me her dream, wherein she
and the late dear Editor, GEOHGE COWELL, were in communion.
They held sweet converse together upon the theme touching the
King.
She saw him distinctly, his features and complexion life-like.
They reached a door and it opened as they approached. Turning
round to her, the beloved and now glorified one uttered most
impressively the words, "And f01' ever!" and passed through the portal
into the glories of eternity.
He had uttered those words in life. One of the last days of his
illness, being very wearied and exhausted, he said, " I am very ill j I shall
soon be home.
I need not write any more, need I, dear 1" he
asked in such a sweet, gentle tone; and when I reminded him
that his testimony had been abundantly given, and his longing would
now soon be granted, to be with Ohrist, he whispered. " And for eve?'!"
So, as I heard the above dream related, a thrill of joy rushed
through me, as by faith I caught a glimpse of that eternal world of
bliss, where some of us have all that was dearest and best on earth,
safely garnered, and that f01' ever.
R
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OUR OLD DIVINES.
UNDER this heading we propose to publish, frequently, selections from
the precious writings of the godly Puritan and other sound Divines.
With much pleasure we adopt this course, inasmuch a~ the following
letter providentially indicates the Master's will : To the Editor of the Gospel MarJx~ine.
SIR,-The late dear Editor intimated that during this y"ar there
should be introduced some matter in connection with Ollr old Divines.
I therefore venture to send you the accompanying contribution, being
the greater part of a letter by the excellent and beloved H,OUAINE,
as I feel persuaded that the perusal of it will be attended with interest
and profit to the household of faith. It is taken from an e,lition of
his works printed in 1809, and its insertion in the GOSPEL MAGAZrNE
would not, I think, be the infringement of any right at this distance
of time.
Yours, -a reader of the Magazine during many ycars,It. D. F.
My DEAR FRIEND,Now you know whereabouts I am,
and what my present state is, it may be of some use to you to be
informed how I was brought unto it. God's dealings with me have
been wonderful, not only for the royal sovereignty of His richest grace,
but also for the manner of His teaching, on which I cannot look back
without adoring my meek and lowly Prophet. He would have all
the honour (and He well deserves it) of working out, and also of
applying, His glorious salvation. 'Vhen I was in trouble and soulconcern, He would not let me learn of men. I went everywhere to
hear, but nobody was suffered to speak to my cas~. The reason of
this I could not tell then, but I know it now. The Anninian Methodists
flocked about me, and courted my acquaintance, which became a great
snare to me. By their means I was brought into a difficulty, which
distressed me several years. I was made to believe that part of my
title to salvation was to be inherent-something called holiness in
myself, which the grace of God was to help me to. And I was to
get it by watchfulness, prayer, fasting, hearing, reading, and sacraments;
so that after much and long attendance in these means, I might
he able to look inward and be pleased with my own improvement,
finding I was grown in grace, a great deal holier, and more deserving
of heaven than I had been.
I do not wonder now that I received this doctrine. It was sw~et
food to my proud heart. I feasted on it, and to work I went. It
was hard labour and sad bondage, but the hopes of having something
to glory in of my own kept up my spirits. I went on day after
day, striving, agonizing (as they called it), but still I found myself
not a bit better. I thought this was the fault, or that, which being
amended, I should certainly succeed; and therefore set out afresh, but
still came to the same place. No galley-slave worked harder or to
less purpose. Sometimes I was quite discouraged, and ready to give
up all; but the discovery of some supposed hindrance set me to work
again. Then I would redouble my diligence, and exert all my
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.strt1llgl11. Still I got no ground. This made me often wonder; a.nd
still more, whell I found, at last, that I was going backward.
Methought I grew worse; I saw more sin in myself, instead of mora
holiness, which made my bondage very hard, and my heart very
heavy. The thing I wanted, the more I pursued it, flew farther and
farther from me.
I had no notion that this was Di vine teaching,
anu that God was delivering me from my mistake in this way: so
that the discoveries of my growing worse were drea'lful argnmep..ts
ag~til1st myself, until now and then a little light would break in and
show me something of the glory of Jesus; but it was a glimpse
only-gune in a moment. As I saw more of my heart, and began
to feel more of my corrupt nature, I got clearer views of Gospel
grace; and in proportion as I came to know myself, I advanced
in the knowledge of Christ Jesus. But this was very sl'lW work:
the old leaven of self-righteousness, new christened holiness, st:1ck
dose to me still, and made me a very dull scholar in the school
of Christ. But I kept on, making a little progress; and as I was
forced to give up one thing, and another, on which I had some
dependence, I was left, at last, stript of all, and neither had, nor
{lo"l,l see where I could have, aught to rest my hopes, that I could
{lall my own. This made way for blessed views of Jesus.
Being 1l0W led to very deep discoveries of my own legal heart,
and upon the dishonour which I had put upon the Savionr, of the
despite I had done to the Spirit of His grace by resisting and perverting the workings of His love, these things humbled me. I became
very vile in mine own eyes, I gave over striving; the pride of freewill, the boast of mine own works, were laid low. And as self was
debased, the Scriptures became ,tu open book, and every page prese):ted
the Saviour in new glory. Then were explained to me these truths,
which are now the joy and life of my soul.
Such as, first, the plan of salvation, contrived by the wisdom of
J ehovah-Alehim, fulfilled in the Divine Person and work of Jesus,
and applied by the Spirit of Jesus. The whole was so ordered from
first to last, that all the glory of it might be secured to the Per.solls
of J ehovah. The devil fell by pride; he tempted and seduced man
into pride; therefore the Lord, to hide pride from man, has so contrived his salvation that he who glorie~h should have nOLhing to glory
in but the Lord.
Secondly. The benefits of salvation are all the free gifts of free grace,
conferred wilhout any regard to what the receiver of them is; nothing
being looked at by the Giver but His own sovereign glory. Therefore the receivers are the ungodly, the worst of them, the unworthy,
the chief of sinners; such are saved freely by grace through faith, and
that not of themselves, it (namely, salvation by faith) is the gift of
God, not of works, lest any man should boast.
Thirdly. When I considered these benefits one by one, it was the
very death to self-righteousness and self-complacency; for when I looked
at the empty hand which faith puts forth to receive them, whence was
the hand emptied-whence came faith-whence the power to put forth
the empty hand-and whence the benefits received upon putting it forth 1
All is of God; He humbles us, that we may be willing to receive Christ;
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He keeps us humble, that we may be willing to live by faith upon
Christ received: and as it is the greatest benefit to have this faith, so
it is,
:Fourthly, a great, inestimably great, benefit to live by faith; for this
is a life in every act of it dependent upon another. Self is renounced
so far as Christ is lived upon. And faith is the most emptying, pullingdown grace; most emptying, because it says and proves it too, "In
me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing," and therefore it will
not let a man see aught good in himself, but pulls down every high
thought and lays it low in subjection to Jesus. It is called" The faith
of the Son of Goel," because IIe is the Author and Fi nishor of it; He
gives it; He gives to live by it; IIe gives the benefits recci vCll by it;
He gives the glory laid up for it; so that if I live to God, and in any
act have living communion with God, it is by nothing in myself, but
wholly by faith in the Son of God. When I wanted to do anything
commanded (what they called duties) I foundFifthly, a continual matter of humiliation. I was forcccl to be
dependent for the will and for the power, and having done my hpst,
I could not present it to God but upon the golden altar that satlctifieth
the gift; not the worthiness, nor the goodness of the gifts, but the
sanctifying grace of the Great High Priest alone can make them h0ly
and acceptable. How low did this lay the pride of good works; since
after all they wore viler than dung, unless perfumed with the sweet
inceme of Jesus' blood and righteousness. Here I learnt to eye IIim
in all my works and duties, the Alpha and Omega of them; the life
and spirit of all my prayers, and sermons, and hearing, and reading,
and ordinances; they are all dead works, unless done in and by faith
of the Son of God. Against this blessed truth, of which I am as
certain as that I am alive, I find my nature kick. To this hour a
legal heart will be creeping into my duties to get between me an<l
my dear Jesus, whom I go to meet in them. But He soon recovers
me from the temptation, makes me loathe myself for it, and gets fresh
glory to His sovereign grace; and as all the great and good things ever
done in the world were done by faith, so all the crosses ever endured
with patience were from the same cause, which isSixthly, another humbling lesson. I find to the moment so much
unbelief and impatience in myself, that if God were to leave me to
be tried with anything that crossed my will, if it were but a feather,
it would break my back. Nothing tends to keep me vile in my own
eyes like this fretting and murmuring and heart-burning, when the
will of God in the least thwarts my will. I read, "The trial of your
faith wOl'keth patience"; the trial of mine, the direct contrary.
Instead of patient submission, I want to have mine own way, to
take very little physic, and that very sweet. So the flesh lusteth.
But the Physician knows better; He knows when and what to prescribe. May every potion purge out this impatient, proud, unbelieving
temper, so that faith may render healthful to the soul what is painful
to the flesh. And as no cross can be endured without the faith of
the Son of God, soSeventhly, and lastly, there is no comfortable view of leaving the
world, but by the same faith. These all, who had obtained a good
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report in every age, died in faith. On their death-bed they did not
look for present peace and future glory, but to the Lamb of God.
Their gl'eat works and their eminent services, their various sufferings,
all were cast behind their backs, and they died as they lived, looking
at nothing but Jesus. He was their Antidote against all fear and against
the power of death.. . . Because He .lives, .• we shall live also.
Yes, my dear friend, we, you and I, after we have lived a little longer
to empty us more, to bring us more out of ourselves, that we may
be humbled, and Jesus exalted more, we shall fall asleep in Jesus;
not die, but sleep; not see, not taste death, so He promises, but in
His dear arms sweetly go to rest in our weary bodies, when our
souls shall be with the Lord. . . . These are the things which God
Himself has taught me.
W. R.
"MY TIMES AH,E IN THY HAND."
(PSALM xxxi. 15.)
My times :1re in Thy band; "
From care tllis scts me free;
Or ease or pain, it must be well,
Since :111 is sent by Thee.

"My times are in Thy band,"
Oh, how shall I adore,
When standing in the portal,
And looking back once more-

H

lliy times :1re in Thy hand";
It. is po good of Thee
To think of one so feeble,
And work all good for me.

H

,
I'

To see how Thou hast led
Right through this world of sin,
With enemies all round me,
And every sin within;

" My times are in Thy hand,"
I love to have them there,
It is so sweet and restful
To be Thy constant care.

How many a hidden trap
Has skilfully been passed;
And many :1 flying arrow
Been warded off and lost!

" My times are in Thy hand" ;
Ah! this is well for me,
For I'm so blind and foolish,
While Thou dost all things see.

Oh, what exultant joy!
What glory we shall share!
What Hallelujah Chorus
To Him who brought us there!

My times are in Thy hand,"
Therefore I need not see
Just how Thy hand is working,
Since it was pierced fm' me.

What happy recognitioDs!
What telling out His praise!
What holy service waits us
Through everlasting days!

My times are in Thy hand,"
So still I'll trust in Thee
To bring me safe to glory,
Where I Thy face shall see.

What depths of hidden knowledge!
What streams of light and shade !
Himself to us revealing
The universe He made!

" My times are in Thy hand,"
Both power :1nd will are Thine
To make all work together
My spirit to refine.

Therefore I'll love and wait,
Just seeking how to please,
Our W onder-working Trio
Who does such things as these.

H

H

o

Blessed Triune Godhead,
To Thee all glory be ;
Throughout all earth and heaven,
And through eternity.

E. B.
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE eighty-eighth annual meeting of this society was held at the
Mansion House on Monday evening, May 27th, Mr. F. A. B~VAN,
J.P., presiding. The chairman was supported by Mr. Sheriff HAND,
the Rev. Oanon MCOORMICK, D.D., Mr. SAMUEL SHARP, the Rev.
A. J. BAXTER, the Rev. J. BUSH, the Rev. G. PLAFORD, the Rev.
J. G. TRAIN, the Rev. R. E. SEARS, the Rev. E. BEECHER, Mr.
THOMAS OARR, ~fR. G. F. GRAY, Mr. W. T. REEVE, Mr. G.
SAVAGE, Mr. G. DOUDNEY, Mr. WALTER ABBOTT, Mr. J. HODGES,
Mr. T. GREEN, Mr. A. BOULDEN, MHo J. TowNsEND, Mr. J. W.
HOSE, Mr. and Mrs. OOLLINGRIDGE, Mr. W. J. PA1UCS, Mr. E.
RAWLINGS, Mr. W. J. MARTIN, Mr. A. HAYLES, and :Mr. B. n. NUNN.
There was a large audience present. The secretary announced that letters
exprassing regret at inability to be present had been received from
the LORD MAYOR, Sir HENRY PEEK, Bart., and Sir MAUK OOLLI£T, B:.rt.
The report, read by the secretary (Mr. J. E. HAZELTO"), st[tted that
eighty-eight years had rolled away since the institution of the society.
It began with three pensioners, and now they numbered 1,313. The
total number of pensioners received since the foundation of the
society has been 6,064, and the aggregate of the sums distributed
amongst them was upwards of £246,500. Upon approval by the
{)ommittee, a pensioner received five guineas per annum, the funds
permitting; then, after three years, those on that list were placed in
rotation on the seven-guinea pension, and every year ten pensioners
who had attained the age of eighty-five were similarly advanced to
the ten-guinea pension. The committee recorded an increase in nearly
every branch of receipts, but the annual subscriptions, it was stated,
were atill insufficient to lessen the dependence of the institution upon
precarious sources of income. The annual subscriptions reached a
total of £3,611, being in excess of those of any previous year. The
donations were £1,005 j they had increased in number, but the
average of each was smaller. The total sum received from collections
after sermons was £350. The honorary officera of the auxiliaries,
with the lady collectors, managed them so admirably, continued the
report, that no less a sum than £1,347 was raised during the year.
Statistics showed that for charities generally the bequests of 1894
were above the average of the last seven years. At least £3,000 per
annum from that source was needed under present financial conditions,
and the legacies of the year did not reach that sum. The annual
expenditure in pensions was £8,400; 170 pensioners were on the tenguinea pension, 327 on the seven-guinea, and 816 on the five-guinea.
There were forty-one more pensioners than last year. Seventy-one of
the five-guinea pensioners were raised to the seven-guinea pension,
and ten pensioners advanced to the ten-guinea pension, and twentyone elected by the votes of subscribers. The pensioners were about
equally divided between the metropolis and other parts of the country.
Some interesting sketches of pensioners were given, among them being
the following:In the Midlands is a five· guinea pensioner who has been all but
totally blind from her birth; she supported her mother for nineteen
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years and herself for thirty by her mangle, and also conducted a Biblecbss. Now shc finds the mangle too hard for her, and, when rent is
paid, h:1s but two shillings per week to live upon without the pension.
She writes, through a friend: "In all my trials and sickness, and
poverty, :1nd heavy responsibilities, I have felt and known my Saviour's.
ready and gmcious help-which has never failed me-in my hours of
sorest need, and, now that the weakness and infirmity of ola age are
:1ddcd, He has raised up for me friends who are trying to help me to
live without the hard work which is beyond my strength, although I
still wish to do something towards my support."
In the East End of London a pensioner of eighty-nine years of age
is waiting for the home-call. She dwells in the same parish in which
her early days were spent, and for no less a period than eighty.three
years has worshipped in the S:1me church. The help given by the
society is a great boon to her.
A pensioner, recently deceased, requested that upon her departure
£2 2s. of her little store should be paid to the Society as a token of
gratitude for the :1ssistance she had received. Another recipient, when
on the eve of p:1ssing away, gave this remarkable testimony, "The water
of ~he river is" so cle:1r that I can see the bottom, and can feel my
SavIOur's grasp.
The following glimpses reveal a little of the need to which the society
ministers :-(a) A poor woman, afflicted with bronchitis, keeps a school,
comprising threc pupils, who pay her twopence a-week each. (b) 1I'I:rs..
D.'s time is occupied in nursing her aged husband, whose brain is
softening; her only son is a farm labourer, and can do but little for hit;;
parents. (c) 11'1:1'. A. is entirely without income; he possesses £8; all his
other s:1vings have disappeared in the" Liberator" crash. (d) 11'1:1'. W.,
aged eighty, hr1s a hard struggle; his wife manages to pay house-rent
through gle:1ning; they keep a pig, and, through this, just exist. le)
1I'I:rs. P., :1ged seventy, is st,one deaf; she has lost all in doing for
others.
Painful have been the stl'Uggles :1nd strange the vicissitudes of the
pensioners. In:1 few words, their present position, and the means by
which they have been brought to occupy it, may be expressed; but the
daily heart-break, the wearing anxiety, the pitiful struggle, the simple
tl'Ust in a faithful God, who can describe P Some h:1ve heen followers of
the Lord for upwards of sixty years, and, as a correspondent remarks,
"their religion has worn well." Their past record shows them to have
been honest and hard-working persons.
Their average income is now,
exclusive of the pensions, not more than 2s. 6d. weekly, and this fre-,
quently arises from the contributions of children with very slender
rcsources. Ailments, once deemed trivial, are now important, and, in
many instances, blindness, paralysis, and deafness are heavy additional
trials; but, as an aged pilgrim in Suffolk writes in a letter overflowing
with gmtitude" 'He helped His saints in ancient days,
W'ho trusted in His name,
And we are witness to His praise,
His love is still the same.'
"As long as I live will I praise Him, who has done sueh great things
for me."
It was proposed to raise thirty-one of the five-guinea pensioners to
the seven-guinea pension in July, and to elect twenty to the tenguinea pension in June. For thirteen years the pensioners had received
numerous and appropriate gifts from Mr. J. T. MORTON, of Leaden-
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hall.street, to whom the committee expressed the thanks of the
recipients for his thoughtful generosity. The committee referred in
detail to the several homes, situated at Camberwell, Hornsey l~ise,
Brighton, and Stamford Hill, where one hundred and eighty of the
pensioners have peaceful dwellings in life's eventide. The anniversaries
of the Camberwell and Hornsey Rise Asylums will this year be held
on June 13th, and July 5th. At the former the Revs. E, MITCHELL,
O. S. DOLBEY, T. BRADBURY, W. R. MOWLL, and W. L. HOLLAND
will take part, and at the latter, the Revs. T. DAVIS, of Harborne,
and H. GRUBER. The report concluded with an earnest appeal for
further contributions.
In addressing the gathering the CHAIRMAN expressed the belief that
the society was really one of the very best of its kind. Its object
was as good as possibly could be; it was helping to comfort, relieve,
and soothe the last remaining years of those who had spont a long
life in the service of Christ. According to the rules of the society, no
one could receive a pension if he or she possessed an income of more
than 78. weekly, or 10s. if married. Therefore, those who were
assisted really deserved help. His only regret waR that so many Inn
to be content with a five·guinea pension. He hoped some day they
would be able to begin with seven guineas, and advance to ten
guineas more rapidly than they did. There were 1,313 pensioners on
the list. That represented a grand work, and he hoped that more of
God's people, who had the means at their disposal, would feel called
upon to help in the work, so that they might be enabled to increase
not only the number but the amount of the pensions. (Applause.)
Mr. Sheriff HAND, in a speech of warm appreciation of the work of
the society, proposed a resolution that the meeting adopt the report,
and order it to be printed, and that the committee be elected £01' the
current year. The speaker said he had been looking through the society's
records, and was convinced that its claims were based on good work done.
There were 42 aged pilgrims in the Camberwell Home, their ages
ranging from 64 to 88; 120 in Horn8ey Home, ages 64 to 95; at the
Brighton Home 7 indoor and 32 outdoor pensioners; and at Stamford
Hill a brotherhood, whose ages were from 68 to 83. He took it that
those figures were an appeal in themselves. (Applause.)
Ca.non MCCOR1'IIICK seconded the motion. He was sure that those
supported by the society were' in poverty of an honourable kind. He
alluded to various causps which led to indigence, and said ministers
could not £a.il sometimes to come into contact with those who had
been defrauded of their rights. He indicated that this was done by
men who were "too big for the law," and who could carry on their
practices without appearing before a magistrate.
Mr. BEVAN at this point vacated the chair, having another engagement
to fulfil, the meeting being thenceforward presided over by Mr. W. H.
OOLLINGRIDGE.
The Rev. J. G. TRAIN (Norwood) supported the resolution, saying
that everywhere deserving poverty needed to be sought out. Poverty
that asserted itself and made the most noise was generally not the
most genuine. He referred to the kind work of the visitors, and
finally suggested that, as the society had been started by young people,
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an efFort might appropriately be made to enlist on its behalf the
sympathies of the young people in connection with churches and
chapels. The Rev. J. BUSH (Kingston) also supported. The motion,
on being submitted to the meeting, was unanimously carried.
The next resolution was moved by the Rev. A. J. BAXTER (Eastbourne), It was as follows: "That the Scriptural basis and widely
extended work of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society and its Homes
commend the institution to the support of all who sympathize with
God's aged poor, and who desire to see them provided for in their
latter days." Mr. BAXTER spoke in a heartfelt and earnest manner,
saying that it was about thirty years since he had had the honour of
preaching the jubilee sermon of the society. In conclusion, Mr.
BAXTER alluded to Mr. J. WELLS, Mr. J. IRONS, and Mr. PHILPOT,
who had been good friends of the association. Mr. T. CARR seconded.
Mr. PARKS, treasurer, moved a hearty vote of thanks to the LORD
MAYOR, and it like compliment to Mr. BEVAN and Mr. COLLINGRIDGE.
Mr. SHARP seconded. The acknowledgment was hea,rtily given by the
assem blage.
In responding, Mr. COLLINGRIDGE said he had known the work of
the society for more than half a century, and he rejoiced to know that
its prosperity increased with its age. Mr. BAXTER had alluded to some
friends now deceased, and he (Mr. COLLINGRIDGE) would add the name
of Dr. DOUDNEY, who was never happier than when pleading the
cause of the society. (Applause.) The speaker added that he was
glad also to know that there was some prospect of extending the
usefulness of the society. The meeting concluded with the Doxology.
" SATISFIED."
"SATISFIED." The word was spoken Loved, in spite of all my failings;
Loved, though oft I leave His side;
Ou a quiet country way,
When the golden stars were shedding Loved by the,uncbanging LoverB~ams of light 'mid sbadows grey.
Strange I am not" satisfied."
Then 'twa.s said with tender patbos,
By a teacher true and tried,
Wbo was moved with holy yearnings
For the souls not" satisfied."

"Satisfied." I surely might be;
God who formed the human heart
Made provision for its hunger,
Sent the m1l.nna for its part.

"Satisfied." The word has wakened
Busy tboughts within my mind;
Thou gh ts that press for word. robes
fitting,
Whicb, 'abs! I cannot find.

And I know that whoso feasteth
On the food He did provide,
Longeth Dot for earthly sweetness,
Is diviDely " satisfied."

Would I bad the gift of language
(For which oft my heart bas cried),
That I might tell all suggested
By the one word" satisfied."

"Satisfied." Ah! that I shall be,
When I see the Bridegroom's face,
Wben I comprehend more fully
His surpassing love and grace;

"Satisfied." I surely should be,
For I'm loved (oh, reason sweet !)Loved by Him whose radiant glory
Lightens yonder golden street.

When I bear the glorious image
Of the One who for me died;
Then my yearnings will be over,
Tben I shall be" satisfied."
ISA.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
"Fea1' not, little flock; for it is your Fathe1"s good pleasure to give you the'
kingdorn."-LuKE xii. 32.
GOD'S people may often be described as a "little flock."
Not in the
aggregate, not as a whole, for as a whole they will be "a multitude
which no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people r
and tongues"; but considered separately, as they are often to be
found, two or three meeting together in some upper room, or in some
humble village conventic1e, or a few faithful ones, holding firmly the
truth as it is in Jesus, amidst a large number who profess and call
themselves Christians, but who scarceJy prove themselves to be really
such, they are a "little flock," very few in number, and very insignificant, and utterly despised in the eyes of the world. But t Jll·Y are
a "flock" nevertheless, valued very highly, as some of the Saviom's
precious jewels, and loved with an eternal love, and watched OVtr with
an untiring interest. The Good Shepherd regards them as His own
"peculiar treasure," and He will not allow one of them to he lost.
He Himself keeps them from evil by night and by day; and lie will
bring them at last to His heavenly fold, where they shall be ~afe and
happy for ever.
They are often subject to fear, and sometimes to great fear. Not
that there is any good reason for them to be so. It is true that they
have enemies, numerous and strong, but there are more with them
than can possibly be against them j they are beset with dangers, but
He who keepeth them is able to protect them from every one of
them; their sins might give them cause for fear, but they are atoned
for by their Saviour's precious blood, and therefore thp,y cannot rise
in judgment against them j difficulties and obstacles may come in their
way, and their path may be often crooked and rough, but no difficulty
and no obstacle can be insuperable to their Almighty Leader, and He
has promised to make "crooked things straight before them, and
rough places plain." Their future is sometimes dark and strangely hidden
from them, but it is not hidden from their Lord, and He has
promised that He will cause all things to "work together for their
good." Well then may they cast all fear away, and become more and
more like Abraham, "strong in faith, giving glory to God."
'Well then
may they say, with noble old Chrysostom, ,. What can I fear 1 Will
it be death 1 hut you know that Christ is my life, and that I shall
gain by death. Will it be exile 1 but the earth, and all its tulness,
is the Lord's. Will it be the loss of wealth 1 but we brought nothing
into the world, and can carry nothing out. Thus, all the terrors of
the world are contemptible in my eyes j and I smile at all its good
things. Poverty I do not fear; riches I do not sigh for j death
I do not shrink from; and life I do not desire, save only for the
progress of your souls."
Yet nevertheless fear will sometimes come creeping over them, in
spite of every reason and exhortation to the contrary; perhaps bodily
infirmity has often much to do with this; then they become greatly
depressed, their troubles and their cares seem to be magnified, and to
accumulate, until they form a tremendously heavy burden, and they
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groan and cry out unbelievingly with J acob, "All these things are
against me." How sweet then, and how timely are the Divine "Fearnots," especially when they are impressed with Divine power upon the
heart, and seem to be whispered as with a still small and heavenly
voice: "Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I
am thy God: I will s.trengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I
will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness." 'c Fear
not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith
the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel." "Fear not;
for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art
Mine. I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. . .
Thou wast precious in my sight . . . . and I have loved thee. . . .
Fear not." " Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom."
Observe the special reason mentioned why the "little flock" should
give heed to the exhortation, and fear not,-" For it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom." A kingdom! nothing less
He promises to His dear people. Not only eternal life, an everlasting
reward, fulness of joy, and pleasures for evermore, but the glory and
honour and power of a kingdom!
We associate with the idea of a crown and a kingdom the highest
dignity and honour which can be conferred upon a human being,
and such an idea the Lord here apparently would have His people
keop in view. It is repeatedly expressed or alluded to: "I appoint
unto you a kingdom, as My Father hath appointed unto Me";
" Wo receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
graco, whereby we may serve God acceptably," &e.; "Ye are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood," &c.; "He hath made us kings
and priests unto God and IIis Father," &c.; "They shall see His
face, and His Dame shall be in their foreheads, and they shall reign
for ever and ever."
What have men not done, and what will men not do, for a kingSome of the most ext raordinary and some of the most
dom !
terrible deeds which have been recorded in history have been done
for the sake of a crown and a kingdom-a crown which could be
worn, perhaps, only for a little season, and a kingdom which would
soon pass away. But a crown of unfading glory, and a kingdom
which shall endure for ever, how priceless must they be, and how
delightful ·to possess! Would that all the dear people of God
realillod more fully their high calling and their glorious inheritance,
and raised their hearts and set their affections more unceasingly upon
them. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
Him"; but we may be sure that they will be commensurate with the
greatness of IIim who has prepared them, and they will satisfy all
the desires of IIis loved ones. How great then, and wonderful, and
glorious must that kingdom be! What though the way to it sometimes be rough, and the journey a weary one 1 what though dangers
and enemies have continually to be encountered, and flesh and heart
sometimes begin to fail 1 will not that kingdom make amends for all1
Then
2 E
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"Look up, ye saints of God,
Nor fear to tread below
The path your Saviour trod
Of daily toil and woe;
Wait but a little while
In uncomplaining love,
His own most gracious smile
Shall welcome you above."

The kingdom is distinctly spoken of as being if, gijt,-" It is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." Christ Himself is a
gift, the Holy Spirit is a gift, salvation (being altogether of grace) is a
gift, eternal life is a gift, and the kingdom is a gift. It is also
altogether a gift. We have nothing wherewith to purchase it, evell
in part, and we should not be allowed so to purchase it if we had.
We must receive it as a free, unmerited, and sovereign gift, or we
shall not receive it at all. And yet how many persons scorn to
imagine that they must pay something for it. It is said that a poor
woman once dwelt near the palace of a king, anu she had an only
daughter, who was gradually wasting away. The poor girl, in her
distressing weakness, had a longing for some grapes, and begged her
mother to get her some. The mother knew that there were plenty
of grapes in the greenhouses attached to the king's palace, and so
she made her way thither one day, and taking a few pence in her
hand, she asked one of the gardeners to sell her some; but he
roughly rejected her; "Get away with you, you silly woman," he
said, "do you think that my master, the king, is a shopman, and
sells his goods 1" In vain she told the story of her daughter's illness
and request; she was rudely turned away. She returned to her
home very sorrowful and disappointed. But day by day the poor
sick girl renewed her request, and the mother thought that she must
make another attempt.
Consequently she again repaired to the
king's gardens, and taking a few additional pence in her hands, she
again offered them, and begged that her daughter's wish might be
gratified; but the gardener would not listen to her, and he rejected
her more roughly than before. It happened, however, just at that
moment, that one of the king's daughters was walking near, and
hearing some commotion at the garden gate, she asked what it
meant. Then she called for the poor woman, and hearing her story,
she was filled with pity towards her, and she said,'" My poor
woman, it is true that my father the king does not sell his grapes,
but I am sure that he is willing to give you some;" and then she
ordered the gardener to cut down one of the finest bunches, and
with her own hands she presented them to the poor mother, and
sent her home rejoicing. She would not take her money, but she
had pleasure in presenting the grapes to her as a free and a sovereign
gift.
Similarly, will it not delight the great Heavenly Father to present
to His loved ones as a free and sovereign gift the promised kingdom 1
See the dear Lord's words-" It is your Father's good pleasu1'e to give
you the kingdom." We shall have pleasure indeed in receiving itwho can describe how great will be the pleasure I-but if possible, He
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will have as great or greater pleasure in giving it. When a Ohristmastime approached, I happened to call upon one of my parishioners; and,
as I left his house, I said, "The Ohristmas holidays will soon be here,
and your boy will return from school; what a pleasure it will be to
him! " " Yes," he replied, "it will; but do Y01t know that I think that it
will be It (Jl'eatel' pleasure to me." How often have I thought of those
words in reference to the Great Father above!
" We speak of the realms of the blest,
That country so bright and so fair" ;
and we think,
"Oh, what must it be to be there!"
to find ourselves really there, safe, and happy for ever; with eternal
joys realized and in prospect, and such joys as we had never imagined
before; seeing our beloved Master face to face, and meeting again with
those dear ones whose
" Angel faces
We had loved long since, and lost awhile";
pleasure-pleasure-that will be pleasure indeed! But, if possible, it
will be as great or greater pleasure to that loving, gracious Father who
designeJ. it for His children, to that sympathizing Saviour who won it
for thom, and to the blessed Holy Teacher and Comforter who prepares
them for it, Throe Persons in one adorable, infinite, and eternal
Trinity; a pleasure to them to see them enjoying that pleasure; to see
those whom they have loved and rescued brought safely home in
peace, with hearts overflowing with unspeakable gratitude; to see them
justified, redeomorl, cleansed, sanctified, and renewed into the very
likeness of their adorable Lord; to know that all their enemies are
for ever overcome and destroyed; to know that sin shall never again
defile or injure them; to know that sorrow shall never again distress
or burden them, or tears dim their eyes-this-this is to be the
Father's "good pleasure." c, Fear not," therefore, "little flock."
Ore, ,Hastings.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
"YE SHALL NOT ADD TO, NOR TAKE AWAY FROM MY
WORD."
AN old divine well said: "Beware of Bible commentators, who are
un willing to take God's words just as they stand. The first commentator of that kind was the devil, in the garden of Eden. He proposed
only a slight change-just the word' not' to be inserted-' Ye shall
not surely die.' The amendment was accepted and the world lost."
The devil is very busy in repeating that sort of commentary in our day.
He insists that God could not have meant just what He said. He
began with a successful attempt to seduce one foolish woman to accept
his exegesis; now he has theological professors and preachers in
abundance who are of his opinion in rejecting the plain testimony of
the W ord.-The Truth.
2 E 2
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DIVINE CHOICE.
"Sal1de HIt/US, chosen in the LOl'd."-RoMANS xvi. 13.
MANY persons might pass lightly over this last chapter of Romans as
containing little of interest, but it seems to me that the Holy Spirit's
commentary upon the persons named herein is deeply interesting and
important.
But the chief thing about it that strikes one is, how ready God is to
give His people credit for any little good they have done, and to forget
the evil. And so it will be with you, my fellow believer; the cup of
cold water that you have given to some poor weary one for Christ's
sake, the little conversation you have had with an anxious one about
Jesus, perhaps in your own hired house, like St. Paul (Acts xxviii. 30)r
or may-be at the street corner-just these little strivings for the Master
will be summed up in your favour, and all the evil that you have
done buried in oblivion. The thought is indeed a melting one.
The chapter commences with a commendation of Phoobe, a sister in
Christ, and a servant of the Church, a succourer of many. Oh, that
the Holy Spirit could so testify of every member of Christ's Church.
Then we come to Priscilla and Aquila, who, although in but an humble
station of life, were yet helpers in Christ. We read of them in Acts
xviii. 26, how they took ApoHos aside and expounded unto him the
way of God more perfectly. There are many preachers in the world
like this ApoUos, who doubtless have ability and eloquence, but do not
declare all the counsel of God, for tho simple reason that they do not
know it. What a grand work these faitbful disciples of Christ did in
leading this able servant into full Gospel liberty. I often think that,
while we are taken up so much with the unconverted at home and
the heathen abroad, this is a branch of the Master's service strangely
neglected. One meets with so many teachers who give but a garbled
version of the Gospel message, and yet many of these are self-denying
and godly men, who just want some Aquila or Priscilla to take them ill
hand. What a power for good Apollos now becomes; for we read, ill
verse twenty-seven, that he "helped them much which had believed
through grace." He was now able to build up the Church of the livill 1S
God.
Then we pass on to Mary, who bestowed much labour; Andronicu&
and Junia, "my fellow-priRoners," St. Paul says. Depend upon it, dear
reader, it is better to be the prisoner of Christ than to be a free man
of the devil. Then we come to Amplias, beloved in the Lord; Urbane,
a helper in Christ; Apelles, approved in Christ; Tryphena and
Tryphosa, who laboured in the Lord; the beloved Persis, which
laboured much in the Lord, and various others, until we come to
Rufus, "chosen in the Lord."
Now, the thoughtful will ponder this, and ask the pertinent question,
"Why, after recording the virtues of the several saints in the
preceding verses, is this Hufus here referred to as 'chosen in the
Lord'? The same could doubtless have been written of all these, that
they were 'chosen in the Lord.'''
The reason seems to me to be, that Rufus was a prominent example
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of the electing love of God, and one who was ever ready to set forth
the Divine side of things, and the Holy Spirit consequently here
places his faithfulness on this point to his credit. Rufus well knew
that he had nothing that he had not received, and he was doubtless
ever ready to communicate this fact to all with whom he came in
contact.
And we know it to be a fact, we see it every day, that God does
raise up some of His servants to proclaim some particular doctrine or
other. St. Paul, for instance, says, "I came not to baptize, but
to preach the Gospel," and everyone of the more prominent
saints recorded upon the sacred page more or less took up some
particular line of teaching, though all were taught by the same
Spirit.
.
The doctrine of election, of course, like many other doctrines, has
its abuses, and in the hands of untaught persons has before now
been a stumbling-block both to the Church and the world j but
when rightly understood, as the Ohurch of England Article,
No. XVII., says, it is "full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable
comfort to godly persons, and such as feel in themselves the working
of the Spirit of Ohrist."
And I am convinced that no really converted person who enjoys
full light and liberty can do other than ascribe his conversion to
tho electing love of God.
When we think, some of us, of what
we once WOI'C', how can we do other than give God all the glory ~
Some say the day of miracles is over, but, dear reader, your
conversion and mine are just as much a miracle as any recorded in
tho Bible.
" Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter while there's room;
While thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come?"
And even in the case of those who in the providence of God have
been spared many of the wickednesses and snares of this world, still
in their case also a change of heart is necessary, and this, too, must be
the Lord's work, if it is to stand. Of such Lydia, possibly, is a type,
"whose heart the Lord opened."
I shall never forget the day when the Word first came to me with
power, just ten years ago, under a sermon preached by the late
H.ev. ULAIUlWNT SKRINE, of EmmanuelOhurch, Wimbledon, from John
vi. 37: "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." I obeyed the call
and came to Jesus that night, and realized a blessedness that I had
never tastod before. But, through Mr. SKRINE'S able and lucid
teaching, I found, to my unspeakable comfort, that it was in God's
eternal purpose that I should come. "All that the Father giveth
Me shall come to Me." I shall always remember with the deepest
gratitude the pains that the dear man of God took to establish me
in the faith, for he wrote me many letters, although he was almost
totally blind, and I was a complete stranger to him in the flesh.
But should I be addressing any reader who has not yet come
to . the feet of Jesus, let me tell you, dear friend, that the
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gate is wide open, and not "ajar,'; as we sometimes sing in a
well-known hymn. Having come, however, in God's own time you
will realize the other portion of the verse, "All that the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me"; and also John xv. 16, "Ye have not
chosen Me, but I have chosen you." This is the strong meat of
the
ord, and only suitable for those of full age. May the Lord
bless this imperfect testimony.
Holmleigh, Reclhill.
A. G. N ORTHOVER.

"'T

PRIDE AND HUMILITY.
"Friend, go up higher."-LuKE xiv. 10.
PRIDE is the parent sin of the universe.
Satan fell by pride. Man
fell by pride. And though man is fallen, in his very fall he is still
the slave of pride. Hence, the contention of Christ's disciples, as to
who should be the greatest, was very natural. Life is a race in which
everyone likes to be first. Man's natural ambition is the exaltation
of self.
God has shown us, however, that man can rise, in the best sense,
only by humility. As" pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty
spirit before a fall," so humility goes before honour, self-abasement
before real exaltation. Christ taught this lesson very plainly to HIs
disciples, and through them He still teaches us :1. By means of a little child. He set that child in the midst of them,
and led them to learn from its simplicity, its modesty and
dependence, the way to real greatness.
2. By His own example. "He who ascended" was the first to descend.
Christ took the lowest place before going up to the highest. He carried
the cross before He wore the crown. He lay i'n the cradle ere He
sat on the throne. He wore the yoke of a servant before being
highly exalted as King of kings.
3. By positive precept, as in the text. "God lays the foundation of
a great work deep in humiliation." "You lie nearest the river of life
when you bend to it. You cannot drink but as you stoop." True
humility is seen in the attitude and spirit of the Magdalene weeping
in the dust, and of Mary sitting at the feet of J esns. It is seen, again,
in the Apostle Paul, when he confessed that he was" not meet to be called
an Apostle," "less than the least of all saints," and "of sinners the
chief." As Christ rises to be All in all, the believer falls lower
and lower in his own estimation.
" Nothing in myself I am,
All I have is in the Lamb."

To go up higher, therefore, we must take three steps, namely-out
of self, into Christ, into heaven. We must first go to Golgotha for
pardon, to Tabor for transformation, and then we shall go up higher
to Mount Zion, to be with Christ, higher than the kings of the
earth.
Emmanuel, B1·istol.
R. CORNALL.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. RICHARD HOARE.
(CONTRIBUTED. )
THE Rev. RICHARD HOARE, whose portrait we give this month,
though caned to his rest in Christ seven years ago, still lives in
the memory of many, as one of the most mellow Christians it was
their privilege to know. Never occupying what may be called prominent preferment in the Church of England, he, through grace, lived
and worked in quiet spheres, exercising a powerful influence on various
congregations and parishes, where his name is still dearly loved.
Mr. HOARE was born in a little Dorsetshire village, in 1827, and
was one of a large family. God gave him a mother of an exceptionally
beautiful character, whose example, in after years, he used to speak of
with the greatest reverence.
The turning point in his life was the death-bed of his eldest brother.
The question, "RICHARD, are you born again ~" asked by his dying
brother, led Mr. HOARE to think of his soul's condition. For several
months he was in the deepest anxiety, reading, marking, learning
his Bible, yet not finding peace through Christ. The Holy Spirit in
thus dealing with him was accomplishing His own gracious purposes,
for in the course of his ministry, which extended through thirty years,
he was better able to sympathize with those who passed through any
exercise of soul. No sooner did he realize pardon through the blood
of Christ than he told forth to others the good tidings of a Saviour's
love. Like Andrew, he immediately "found his own brother" (the
late Rev. F. HOARE, of Trinity Church, Derby), and told him "what
things the Lord had done for him." Entirely different was the conversion of Mr. FRANK HOARE. Like Lydia's, his heart was "opened"
to receive the Word, and as the brothers knelt in prayer-the same
night that Mr. RICHARD llOARE was led to peace in Christ, his brother
FHANK, without any apparent sign of deep conviction, passed "from
death unto life."
It was doubtless owing to this that a peculiar bond of union,
known to all who were acquainted with them, existed between the
brothers. During Mr. FRANK HOARE'S illness, about 1870, and again
when the Lord laid His afflicting hand upon him later, his brother was
constantly by his sick-bed, anrl frequently ministered to the flock at
Trinity, Derby. Similarly, when Mr. R. HOARE was laid low, toward
the end of his life, his brother was always ready with his help and
sympathy.
Although the subject of our sketch felt a call to the ministry, yet
obstacles prevented his entering college, and he waited the Lord's time.
Eventually his way was made plain, and after having spent two happy
years at St. BeeR, he was ordained by the BISHOP OF CAIlLISLE, in 1857,
to a small parish in Cumberland. Though only there for two years,
his sermons dated about that time reveal how ardent were his desires
for the conversion of souls, and how fully he preached the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. We know not what success the Lord was pleased to grant
to his efforts, but from what, since his death, has been learned, we
gather that he was greatly beloved, and "the day" only" will declare"
the result of his labours.
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After removing to Nottingham, in 1859, Mr. HOARE was appointed
perpetual curate of Sarn, near Newtown, North Wales, in 1860, and
there he spent what he always called the happiest five years of his
life. He began his ministry at Sarn in the power of the Holy Ghost,
and it was plain to all who knew him that the Gospel was to his
Iloul a great reality. After visiting every house in his parish, he
was heard to say that there was not one individual of whose salvation
he felt assured.
It was the writer's privilege to visit this parish a few months ago,
and he can testify, from what he saw and heard, to the power that
must have attended Mr. HOARE's ministry. Arrived at SaJ'J1, the new
Vicar found four communicants, and left more than eighty, the
population of the parish scarcely numbering four hundred. lIe laboured
incessantly for the geod of his parishioners, and so richly did the Lord
bless his work, that many souls were led to the knowledge of the
truth throug'h his instrumentality. He loved to proclaim the unscarchable riches of Christ," relying only on. the Holy Spirit to bless the
truth preached. The little church was crowded, many or the con·
gregation coming four or five miles over the hills, (1)1(1 the Pastor's
watchful care knew no bounds.
"One thing," he used to say, he
delighted in was" their relish for the Word." One who knew Mr.
HOARE intimately at Sarn, and owns him as his spiritual father,
writes :-" I could not in few or many lines tell you how marvellously
God wronght with the ministry of dear Mr. HOAlm in the little time
he was allowed to be hare. I should like to show you in the church.
yard the headstones of many now with the Lord, who learned the
Gospel of their salvation through his ministry. What joy to him when
he will see them in the presence of the Lord! far, far greater than
the great joy it was to us in seeing the little place where he
preached packed with earnest souls each Lord's Day. And with what
delight we listened to his week-night Bible-readings and lectures! I
often think of the secret of his success. In the first place, be was
most earnest and unceasing in prayer; and then, in whatever measure
he may have known the doctrine of Romans vi., he practicnlly lived it
-he was 'alive unto God'; he lived to God, and for God. Nor
was he less blessed to the sick. It was his delight to si~ and to
pray by the bedside of those unable to attend the means of grace.
His next charge was the parish of W oodside, near Leeds, which he
held from 1865 to 1875. Although there were not the outward signs
of such success as at Sarn, the work was equally as real among those
who were enabled to receive the Gospel. Bible-classes, Sunday School
teachers' meetings, and weekly lectures were arranged, and blessed by
God. Perhaps the best account of his ministry at Woodside will be
found in the words of another, who received, through his instrumentality, the knowledge of the truth, who writes :-" By the grace of God,
he was enabled to preach the Oovenant salvation of a Triune·Jehovah
with unwavering faithfulness, loving tenderness, and saving effICacy,
oft-times, perhaps, painful to some, but, I trust, blessed to many. He
would say, 'No Ritualistic mummery or superstitious ceremony will
stand in the place of the Gospel. No philosophic or Hitualistic reasoning, or any worldly profession of Ohristianity, will ever take the place
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.of God's free, rich, matchless, distinguishing, and everlasting love in
Christ. Superstition and infidelity, or, in other words, Popery and
Ritualism, are making fearful inroads in our Church. With what
weapons are they to be met? Not by carnal, but by spiritual-the upliIting of the doctrines of grace. Popery cannot stand before them.
Ritualism must hide its head. Rationalism must fall, as Dagon did
before the ark.' He was never ashamed of the company he kept.
Names the brightest in Scripture, in the Church, and in history were
his welcome companions. He would point with thankfulness to the
learned AUGUSTINE and the sainted WYCLIFFE-' the morning star of
the Reformation.' He was not afraid of the saintly BIL~EY, nor of
the martyr BRADFORD, names which shine with brilliancy in the annals
of God's everlasting love. Many in the parish of Woodside will look
back with thankfulness and joy to the time they heard the joyful news.
By a holy life, a consistent conversation, and a Ohristian spirit, he
adorned the doctrines of free sovereign grace which he so much loved."
In 1875, he removed to London, being appointed to the benefice of
'St. David's, HolIoway. Here he had the joy of seeing a devoted band
of loving workers gather around him, many of whom looked upon him
as their father in Christ. Testimonies might be produced to the
earnest manner in which he delivered the Gospel message, and to the
power attending his proclamation of God's free and everlasting love
revealed in 0 hrist Jesus.
Perhaps, here, even more than elsewhere, he was enabled to reflect
his Saviour's image. His saintly character, his loving smile, his
willingness to cheer, to soothe, or assist the needy, were known
throughout the whole parish. But the strain of anxiety and heavy
work wero now telling on his strength. An affection of the heart
began to show itself, and the extreme prostration that frequently
occurred led him to believe that the time of his departure was at
hand. In 1881 he was compelled to leave his flock for awhile, and
his letters at this timo breathed the sweetest spirit of submission to
his Father's will. The disease making further progress, he was
ordered prolonged rest. lIe went to Sidmouth, South Devon, leaving
St. David's to the care of the Rev.' E. DOVETON, whom he had loved.
In the Par-ish Magazine, for May,' 1888, Mr. DOVETON wrote: "On
the first Sunday in this year he preached to us 'all the words of
this life' for the last time, occupying the pulpit both morning and
evening. His last text was the passage of Scripture which he had
selected as the motto text for the year, 'When the enemy shall come
in like a fiood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up It standard g,gainst
.him' (Isaiah lix. 19). He, perhaps, little thought, when unfolding the
mind of the Spirit in the Word, how soon he would himself be called
upon to experience both the terrors and the consolation of the
passage. Immediately after the sermon he was seized with a return
of the diseaw which he had, for many years, been struggling against
with holy patience, resignation, and courage. His sufferings gradually
increased, and at length, at the end of 30me weeks, his immediate
departure was apprehended. He sent a few loving words of wise and
holy counsel and comfort to his dear people. But the Lord was
pleased to defer the summons. Sufficient strength was bestowed to
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enable the faithful servant to leave London, in the hope that protracted rest might restore him to his beloved labours. The hope was
vain. A return of the malady proved more than nature, worn out by
intense and prolonged sufferings, most meekly and sweetly borne,
could resist, and the patient spirit, made perfect in the furnace of
affliction, was at last admitted to its everlasting rest. His end was
peace. Sweetly resting on the finished work of his Saviour, he passed
gently away on the morning of the last day of last month. By his
own wish, all that remains of him on earth was laid in its last resting place, in the cemetery of the little town where he diod, on the
banks of the Sid, in South Devon. On Friday, the 4th of May, his
dear remains were deposited in the tomb to await the resurrection
morn."
What more need be said ~ "His children rise up and call him
blessed." His memory to them is sweet, holy, and precious. They
praise God for such an example as He was pleased, in the person of
their father, to set before them. A tablet has since been erected to
his memory in St. David's Church, bearing the following inscription : "In loving memory of the Rev. RICIIARD HOARE, Vicar of this
Parish for thirteen years, and previously Vicar of the Parishes of
Sarn, N orth Wales, and W oodside, near Leeds. Throughout a
ministry extending over a period of thirty years, he was enabled by
the grace of God to preach the Covenant salvation of a TriuneJehovah, with unwavering faithfulness, loving tenderness, and saving
efficacy: By a holy life, a consistent conversation, and a Christian
spirit, he adorned the doctrines of free and sovereign grace which he
so much loved. After protracted sufferings, borne with the greatest
resignation and meekness, he fell asleep in J eSllS on the 30th April,
1886, at Sidmouth, Devon, where his remains await the resurrection
of the just. 'Well done, good and faithful servant.' 'Their righteousF. R. A. IT.
ness is of Me, saith the Lord.'"

TRIBULATION.
THE night is dark, the frowning Jesus, the Fount of endless bliss 1
My springs are all in Thee;
skies
What joys of earth can cheer like
Obscure the smiling day:
thisSweet Sun of Righteousness, arise,
One look of love for me 1
And chase these clouds away.
Tby quickening beams can life im.
part,
And he:1Venly comfort give;
Can sweetly cheer the fainting
heart,
And bid the dying live.
Scal'bol'ough.

Dear Lord, I would recline my
soul
On that dear heart of Thine;
And feel Thy blood hath made me
whole,
And made Thy glory mine.
W. S. ROBINSON.

WE poor lost worms of the dust are very proud, and do not like
to become nothing, that Christ may be All in all.
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£ltrmons anD Jotcs of Strmons.
THE FAME OF JESUS.
(Concluded from page 360.)

II.-Now let us glance, in the second place, at the agents employed
to spread His fame.
I cannot help mentioning, in the first place, His kindred, when He
was sought for among His kinsfolks, and could not be found. And
so in many other instances of His literal history, which we now pass
over to come to the point spiritually. It is His kindred that publish
His fame. That is, those who are allied to Him by grace, those who
are partakers of the Divine nature, those who have passed from death
unto life, those who have the mind and Spirit of Christ, those who
are born from above, those who are regenerated by the power of the
Holy Ghost, and made to bear the image of the heavenly, having in
their unregeneracy borne the image of the earthy. Now, if I were to
stop one moment parenthetically, just to glance at the word regeneration, I should just say, we know nothing of regenerated persons until
they bear the image of the heavenly. In their unregeneracy they
bore the image of the earthy; and yet, if men will tell me that they
have bocome regenerate by the application of a little or much waterr
I look them in the face, and say, "I do not believe you, and will
not believe until I see some manifest proof of it." Let me see them
bear the image of the heavenly, and I will believe them, but not till
then. Let me see that they have something of the mind and Spirit of'
Christ, that they are truly spiritual persons, and then I will believe
that they are regenerated. But I will not believe any Popish nonsense
about regeneration but what produces its result.
Moreover, I beseech you to mark that no partaker of life Divine
can consider it a matter of little importance in his life, that the fame
of Jesus should be spTead by him. And if you are doing nothing or
saying nothing to spread the fame of Jesus, do not tell me you are
related to Him. I will not say you are not, because I know not the
secrets of eternity; but I will say that you have given me no prool
of it. If you tell me you belong to Christ, and are really of the household of faith, really His brethren and sisters, let me ask, do you come
to the point that Paul did, when he made a vow that Christ should be
magnified in his body, whether by life or by death ~ Have you
reached that standing in experience, to be able to say, "To me to live
is Christ" ~ We know that to every real child of God, "to die is
gain "; but I am a little more disposed to scruple with regard to
many of them, whether they live to Christ, whether His glory, His
fame, His precious Person, His official character, His perfect work,
His exaltation upon His throne, and in the hearts of His people, is
the object of their attainment. Is every effort of life turned that
way ~ Is every power you can grasp, all the influence you can command, every faculty with which you are endowed, put forth and
employed, under the Holy Spirit's mighty power, to spread the fame
of J esus ~ Is it possible for any worldling, however bitter his hatred,
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to look at you through anyone day, and not be obliged to say,
"This man has been with Jesus-this man honours Jesus 1" Do not
wonder at any calumny if this is not the case; for it is writ.ten,
." Them that honour Me I will honour, but them that despise Me
shall be lightly esteemed."
But not only do His kindred spread His fame j even His enemies
must do it. I put this in contrast. You will recollect the Apostle
paul rejoiced in this: "There are some that preach Christ of good.
will, and "ome that preach Christ out of envy and strife." What did
he mean by their preaching Christ in this way 1 lIe did not mean
publishing His glories and excellencies, as I am attempting to do this
morning; but he meant making Him known. That even their
revilings amI persecutions, yea, and their leading Him to the brow of a
hill to cast Him down headlong; yea, and all the evil that they
heaped on His name, and all the reproaches they cast on Him, all
made Him more known, all spread his fame: so that what the dovil
takes so much pains to do, to reproach Christ, spreads Ilis fame,
though not intentionally. But passing from these more cursory state·
ments, let me tell you He has His nuncios, or messengers. And 1
.ohoose the word because Antichrist has plundered it; I believe it is
hardly ever employed except to signify a messenger to the Pope, or
the devil, for they are very nearly allied. The word simply means a
messeD gel'. Now I mean to insist that all Christ's sent servants are
ambassadors, are His nuncios, His messengers, sent for the express
business of spreading His fame. I do not know that I have many
preachers before me; but if the congregation were made up of
preachers, I should like to dwell upon this at length. Your business
and mine is to spread the fame of J BSUS. Not to induce the people
to say, "What a fine preacher!" but" 'Vhat a precious Christ!"
Not" What an eloquent man!" but" What a glorious Saviour he set
forth!" The business of the Lord's sent servants is expressly this;
and therefore the Apostle Paul, as one of the leading men, a ring.
leader of the sect of the N azarenes, says, "I am determinell not to
know anything among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified."
,And he says in another place, that he would glory in nothing else:
"God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of Jesus Christ
my Lord, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the
world." And if you will read his sermons and epistles, you will find
that he was incessantly at this point, the exaltation of Christ, the
spreading His fame everywhere, speaking of Him as the glorious only.
begotten of the Father, "Able to save to the uttermost them that
come unto God by Him." True, the audience did not know much of
what they were hearing about. They said it was something about
one Jesus, who had died, and whom Paul said was alive. As if they
said, "Who is this Jesus that he talks so much about 1" Paul said,
Cl Never mind:" they may persecute him, they may scourge him, he
may be in perils by land and in perils by sea j on he goes, always
and in every place Jesus must be exalted, His name, His offi.ces, His
work, His relationshin to His Church, His present employment at
the right hand of the-Father, and the eternal security of His Church
in Him must engage Paul's attention j and that man is not sent of God
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to preach who does not make it his primary business to exalt a
precious Christ.
.
Further, mark that this precious, glorious, far-famed Jesus is exalted,
and His fame is spread by the objects of His attention, for whom He
wrought so much. We have already glanced at this, and therefore
shall not have to detain you long with it here; only just mark that
whoever He healed always besought Him that they might go with
Him; and if they were not allowed to go with Him, away they went
and spread His fame far and wide, and set forth the miracles He had
achieved on their behalf. Now, beloved, has Jesus done anything for.
you? Has He opened your eyes? Perhaps some people will say,
He is a sinner, as the Pharisees said to the poor blind man. " Give
God the glory," said they. Like all hypocrites; they all talk of giving
God the glory. "We know that this man is a sinner." "Whether
He be a sinner or no"-it is quite evident the poor man did not personally know Him-" whether He be a sinner or no, I know not.; one
thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see"; and I appeal to
your common sense whether IIe could have wrought such a miracle if
He were not of God. Now these poor wretched beings, just like
Puseyites ancl Popish priests, could not attempt to answer this plain
question, and therefore they turned round and said, "Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us?" and they cast him out
of the synagogue. IVe see this going on every day, when men assume
an office which God has never called them to. Oh the vast importance of coming to a point! What has He done for you? Has He
opened your eyes? IIas He humbled your heart? Has He stripped
you of your filthy rags 1 Has He clothed you with His own robe 1
Has He healed all your diseases 1 Has He forgiven all your sins, and
can you refuse to spread His fame? If some medical man had wrought
a wonderful cure (or had the credit of working it), you would tell all
your friends and neighbours what a wonderful cnre he had effected, and
yet it might be a mistake after all. Then will you not publish the
fame of your precions Christ? 'Will you not wish for the loftiest
mountain upon earth as a pulpit? Will you not wish for the canopy
of heaven only to be your sounding-board? Will you not wish for a
voice louder than ten thousand thunders, that you might proclaim to
earth's remotest bounds, "Jesus Christ saves sinnm's, and He has
saved me as one?" Ah, beloved, has Jesus done anything for yon 1
Then I know you will not hesitate to spread His fame.
IlL-But I must hasten to a close with a word or two relative to the
results. And I will only mention two-the results among the wicked
surrounding Him, and the results among the objects of the Father's
love given to Him.
In the first, scoffing, rejection, and reviling. And as it was so it is
now. Jesus Christ is reviled, and scoffed, and misrepresented, and
despised among men. Now every sinner of Adam's race that is not
found at His feet as a humble penitent, is a rejecter of Christ-every
sinner of Adam's race who will not own Him Lord to the glory of God
the Father, is a rebel and a traitor to Him-every sinner of Adam's race
that does not bow before His sceptre, to touch the top in order to obtain
a free pardon of all his transgressions, is yet a slave of Satan, in love
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with sin, in the broad road to destruction, and consequently will treat
Christ and Christ's followers, and Christ's ambassadors, as they were
treated in olden time.
But now one word, by way of close, concerning the number that the
;Father hath given Him. "All that the Father hath given Me shall
come to Me," He said when upon earth, and these are attracted to
Him, are wondering at His authority, and say by Him as the Queen of
Sheba did by Solomon when she had heard of his fame. She came
from the uttermost parts of the earth to recognille it, to be well satisfied,
and convinced that it was not exaggerated, and exclaimed, "The half
was not told." And our Lord says concerning ilimself, "A greater
than Solomon is here," and His fame is greater and more lasting.
They came to hear that fame-they came to hear nis wisdom-they
came to hear the gracious words proceeding out of ilis lips-ilis greatness, His glory, the majesty of His Person, the preciousness and
adaptation of His offices, the perfection of His work in redemption, yea,
and the relative ties He condescends to own, saying, "I am thy salvation." And these de"mand of me that with all my powers, with all my
time, and to the extremity of my little lease as tenant at will upon earth,
I shall exert my energies for no other purpose than to extend the name
Ilnd fame of my glorious Christ. Moreover, whenever the poor soul is
brought to discover and to become satisfied that He has saved him and
called him with an holy calling-saved him in Himself with an everlasting salvation, and that that salvation will never be destroyed nor He
be ashamed of it, world without end-that Jesus not only saved him,
but that He is the salvation itself-" Behold, God is my salvation; I
will trust Him, and not be afraid "-then surely he will as long as He
stays on earth be desirous (If spreading the fame of his precious Lord.
Oh! for more power while here on earth to tell
The wonders of His never-dying love;
Speak out the preciousness of blood Divine,
With eloquence (if God would grant it me),
And bid the world with holy awe draw near,
And listen to the fame of Christ my Lord.
If some will scoff at Him, why, scoff they must;
All the election must and shall be saved.
In life, in death, in resurrection, yea,
To all eternity, they shall proclaim
The fame of their all-glorious precious Christ.
May He command a blessing upon these few hints, for His name's sake.
THE good roan is said to have a good treasure in his heart-graces,
comforts, experiences in religion, the law of God in his heart. There
are, in fact, these three or four things, or properties, our actions
must have in order to constitute them good. 1. They must flow from
a gracious principle-the principle of grace, the principle of faith.
~. They must be according to the rule, the Word of God.
TheI8
m1bst be a conformity in our actions to the Word of God. 3. They
must have a gracious motive, the love of Christ constraining us; and
so, 4, a gracious end, the glory and honour of Gud.
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BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS.
lC FALSE prophets,"
indeed, have risen up amongst us! I do not
wish to speak harshly of any body of men, especially of those who
are blameless in their outer walk, but when their teachings, though
moral, are in direct antagonism with those of the New Testament, I,
for one, am constrained to uplift my voice against them! It is high
time that some one should speak out! I would to God that some one
more able and influential than I would do it; but when men who
"sflem to be pillars" are either silent, or speak so feebly and pointlessly against this wrong doing, I must open my mouth boldly in
defence of "the Gospel of the grace of God," and defy all gainsayers!
High Ohurchism is one of the most prominent forms of false
prophecy in the present day! Its" altars," its crosses, its candles,
its incense, its consecrations, its priesthood, its Sacramental efficacy,
its fasts and festivals, its decorations, and idolatrous practices, its willworship, and voluntary humility-are all in actual antagonism to the
Word of the living God!
If any truths may more plainly be read in the New Testament than
others, they are these, namely: the worship of God is spiritual; the
religion of Jesus Ohrist is severely simple. "God is a Spirit," says
Jesus Ohrist, "and they that worship Him must worship Him in
Spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh such to worship Him" (John
iv. 23, 2,1). And the Apostle to the Oolossians seems to blot out all
legal'i~lns with.a few strokes of his pen (001. ii., passim).
It appears
clear to me that Ohrist dealt a death blow to all ritualism for all
time, when He expressed Himself as He is recorded in the 4th of
John's Gospel, aye, to the Vet'!l 1'itualism that God IJimselj had commanded
for the instruction of IIis Ohurch iu Old Testament times. As an
old author has well observed, "Those things" (the rights and ceremonies,
the fasts and festivals, the sacrifices and symbols) belonged to the
Jewish dispensation."
Ohrist Jesus is the substance of all those shadows. Retaining
them, or inventing others, then, must be highly erroneous, if not
something worse in God's sight.
" We walk by faith," says Paul,
"and not by sight" (2 Oor. v. 7). Aye," Ohrist Jesus, our
wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption," is
the great "Object of faith, and not of sense," and there is not
a syllable in the New Testament Scriptures to warrant the idea
of helping men's devotion by material symbols!
One is at a loss to account for the dimness of the vision of those
parties who delight in the sort of worship I am condemning, for it
must be clear to any unprejudiced and reflecting mind that the New
Testament does not afford the remotest hint in favour of it. What
is the explanation 7 It is this, namely, High Ohurchmen are wishful
to do good. They want to make people religious. Their observation
tells them that they cannot get hold of people's attention or affection by the use of abstract ideas or arguments. The mind of the
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multitude is dull. It wants things of sense, and High Churchmen suit
themselves to the circumstances of the case.
But then comes the question-" Does the end justify the means ~"
"May we do evil that good may come 1" And chiefest of all-" Is
the soul of fallen man to be converted to God by pictures, or candles,.
or crosses, or embroidered garments 1 Is it God's plan of calling His
people by music, or decorations, or sensuous services ~ "
Perhaps High Churchmen will answer, " We don't do these thing~
for these ends, we do them to honour God." Honour God, I
exclaim, by dishonouring His Word! Oh shocking thought! Absurdity
of absurdities!
But what about the dogma of Sac1'al1wntal Efficacy, or that innate
virtue of baptism and the Lord's Supper, when administered by all
episcopally ordained priest ~ What about the special presence of the
I,ord upon the" altar," so called ~ What about Apostolical succession 1
Are not all three figments of Popery? Can any of them be proved
by Holy 'Writ 1 I answer in the presence of God and the world at
large-MosT CERTAINLY NOT. It is an outrage upon the Word of
God, and an outrage upon common sense to attempt to maintain
anyone of them!
Of course, in an address from this place, it is impossible to expose
at large the falacious reasonings of those "false prophets," but let
it suffice to remind you of four simple facts, namely:1. Baptism by the Holy Spirit is the only baptism that saves.
2. Wherever two or three are gathered together ill Christ's name
there He is in the midst of them; consequently He cannot be more
especially present in the glorious cathedral than He is in the unlicensed
. barn.
3. There having been two Popes at one time, each of whom con·
secrated Bishops, and each of whom hurled anathemas against the
other, the succession, if it ever existed, must be broken; and conse·
quently, it is not in the power of any living man to trace his succession
to the Apostles.
4. Any teaching that tends to invalidate the great key doctrine of
justification by faith only, is an accursed heresy; for we have inspired
authority for the anathema! (Gal. i. 8.) So much for the" false
pTophets" of the High Chunh school.-x--The late Willia1n PaTks.

As long as a man stands in his own strength or goodness, all the
curses of God's law strike at him as a sinner; but when he falls flat,
as it were, on his face, confessing his iniquity, loathing himself in his
own eyes for his baseness, and looking up in faith, hope, and love to
the Lord of life and glory, as putting away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself, then all the storm is ceased, and the blessings, promises,
and mercies of the Gospel fall upon his soul like the still small rain
and the refreshing dew.-Philpot.
" Copies of this article may be had in leaflet form from
Place, Brighton.

DAYID FISK,

6, Brighton
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SO STRANGELY LED BY THE LORD.
AND" Abraham went out, not knowing whither he went." So it is
with everyone taught of God, whether they realise it or not. "A man's
heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth his steps," and well it
is so. "In all thy wa.ys acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy
paths." Then, come sunshine or storm, we shall be able to trace the
Lord's hand in it; if not now, we shall later on. See how He led us
safely by pitfalls, snares, and traps, laid by Satan and his cunninglyadvised agents on earth. "And thou shalt remember all the way which the
Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee,
and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou
wouldest keep His commandments, 01' no" (Deut. viii. 2). Ah!
friends, if we remember how the Lord led us while here, what will
it be above, when we can look down on our wilderness path, take as
it were a bird's.eye view of it ~ We shall be astonished! Nought but
a God of love could have so devised a path round about, in and
out, and often to retrace our steps. What for ~ Why, because a
certain lesson for our eternal good was not properly learnt, we were
therefore brought into the same circumstances again, even as the
silversmith keeps the silver in the crucible till he can !lee his image
reflected in if That is just what the Master-the Divine Refiner
-is doing with us, till His image be reflected in us.
So, then, in taking a bird's-eye view of our wilderness journey,
we shall see He brought us to a spot so difficult, so fraught with
trial, that we were powerless-we could do nothing but cry to Him.
That is just what He wills. He has set His love on us to deliver
us, and as an earthly father delights to help his children, so does our
Heavenly Father delight to come to our aid, when "there is none
shut up or left."
To return to our view of the path, and His bringing us to that
difficult spot, when He could have brought us by a nearer and a
pleasanter path; mark what one gone before thee in the path said" Much more the treacherous calm I dread
Than thunders bursting o'er my head."
Yes, dear friends, fellow-travellers, beware of the cosy arbours of this
world, the spots where you would be lulled off to sleep in carnal security
-to wake up where ~ Not in heaven, were it not for intervening grace
coming to your rescue ere you had found the last sands of life's
glass run out. Bome whom, in His infinite wisdom, He leadeth, teacheth,
and bringeth into these straits, they in their finite wisdom are lostparalysed, so to speak. They cannot move, and at times they think
they are fit for nothing, not even the business of the world, when
a little before they were, perhaps, priding themselves on their intelligence. Ah! depend on it, if God bring thee there, thou hast a lesson
to learn in that spot! "When thou shalt find a matter too hard
for thee, bring it to Me," then wilt thou again learn who, and who
alone, can help; for2 F
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"The arm of flesh will fail you,
Ye dare not trust your own."
It is by this emptying process, this changing from scene to scene,
both spiritually and temporally, that He teaches those who are to be
of any use to their fellows in directing them to the Heavenly Canaan.
They have very much to learn in affliction, in weakness, in sorrow,
in bereavements) in business perplexities, in trial.
"Times the tempter's power to prove,
Times to taste redeeming love."
Memory would fail us to relate the divers sorts of temptations that
have come on us, even in early boyhood.
Again, what suggestions to the mind to give utterance to this or
that, and so commit the unpardonable sin. But, blessed be God!
although reference is made to it in Holy Writ, the exact nature of
that sin is not given, or the arch-enemy would ply all his powers
to urge us into it. So strangely are some led by the Lord, that
they are indeed a wonder to others, and a wonder to themselves,
when steeped in this humbling process. There are many stages
and spheres of usefulness in God's Church-from that of the
little maid of Naaman, who said, "Would that my lord were with
the prophet that is in Samaria, for He would recover him of his
leprosy," to the gifted ambassador of Christ, who in the most exalted
strains points out the path to heaven; who is so absorbed in his subject,
whose eloquence in going into the heights and depths of redeeming
love, whose fervent zeal to impress on those who are treating the
realities of an eternal world with lightness and unconcern, are manifest
as God-given abilities, fitted for a special sphere.
Hast thou ever thought how God fits each messenger for the position
he is to occupy 1-how Paul sat at the feet of Gamaliel, and was taught
according to the perfect law1-and how this learning was necessary,
that in after years his beautifully-worded Epistles might be brought
forth, dictated by a greater Teacher than Paul ever sat under when
studying the law 1 Again, in Moses' case, he was learned in all the
science of the Egyptians, and he was later to be the greatest lawgiver
the world ever knew; but see how he had to go down into Midian
and be a shepherd before he was exalted to commune face to face
with God and to deliver Israel.
So strangely led, too, was J oseph. Favoured with visions from God,
foreshadowing his future exaltation, we next find him sold as a slave and
thrown into prison. Where now is the fulfilment of his dreams 1 Ah!
that is hastening on, but the humbling comes first. Again, a gracious
promise was given to Abraham, and a horror of great darkness on
the back of it. Thus God often gives a promise, and a death comes
directly on the promise, and we are led in an opposite direction and
appearances are dead against it. Then,
"Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter
And He will make it plain.
And so it will be on to the end of time with the members of that
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blood.bought throng. Their training all tends to exalt the Saviour and
debase the sinner; and no two have exactly the same experience, so
they dare not rest on another, but must go to the Author and Finisher
r their faith, even to Christ Jesus. To whom else shall we go ~ He ha.s
the words of eternal life. He alone can clear up the intricacies of our
wilderness path, make crooked things straight, and rough places plain.
"Cheer up, ye travailing souls,
On Jesu's aid rely;
He sees us when we see not Him,
And always hears our cry."
Thus may we ever go on from strength to strength, with heaven, our
journey's end, in view, sustained by His unseen hand.
"Though the shore we hope to land on
Only by report is known,
Yet we freely all abandon,
And with Jesus,
Through the trackless deep move on.
"Trusting to His wise direction,
We shall gain the port at last,
And with wonder
Think on toils and dangers past."
Then, what a meeting! what a greeting! Loved ones gone before,
()arth and all its trials left behind,
"And, the full blaze of Heaven's light
Bursting on the astonished sight,"
ushered into the presence of that loving Saviour, who "died the
just for the unjust," to bring sinners to God.
Sidlesham.
A. E. P.

A PASSING NOTE.
BY THE LATE REV. D. A. DOUDNEY. D.D.

I AWOKE this morning with these lines at once flowing in upon the
mind"Oh, my distrustful heart,
How small thy faith appears;
But greater, Lord, Thou art
Than all my doubts and fears.
Did Jesus once upon me shine?
Then J €SUs is for ever mine."
These lines, I think I may say, never recur to me without my at
once being carried back, in review, to the year 1830·2. I had passed
such a week of deep business anxiety, as really to call in question
·even the power of God to deliver me. My ruin seemed inevitable.
On the Sunday morning I went to hear dear DAVID DENHAlII, at
Union Yard Chapel, Tooley Street. The sermon and the prayer upon
that occasion I have never forgotten; but when the clerk afterwards
rose, and announced the above·named hymn,
"Oh, my distrustful heart
How small Thy faith appears,"
2 F 2
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I felt intensest self-reproach. I joined in singing the first lines, but
when the next followed,
"But greater, Lord, Thou art
Than all my doubts and fears,"
I was so completely overcome that I could only sit and weep
before the Lord. The very wording of the hymn was such a rebuke to my fears-such a marked negative to my faithless supposition that
the Lord had not even the power to deliver me from my then thraldom
and perplexity. Oh, what times have I since had, in reflecting upon
that memorable morning. When seated in the pulpit, and that
hymn has been sung by the vast congregation, I have been almost
overwhelmed in the retrospect of the past, and in the review of all
His handiwork. In fact, such have been my feelings at these seasons,
that, had not the Lord. been very gracious in soothing, sustaining,
and sympathizing with His unworthy servant, my attempting to preach
would have been the completest failure.
But now, reader, what shall I say with respect to the re-application
of this precious hymn under present circumstances, and in connection
with advanced years, increased infirmity, and the so marked increase
of failure of heart and flesh 1 What, I ask, shall-or can-I say, after
some fifty-five years, with all their multitudinous changing scenes, have
been added to the before-named period 1 Oh, the power that I felt
this morning-and especially after the deep, dark exercises of the
previous night-the felt weakness, the intense prostration-the gloom
and the dread of the little future-as the question in the hymn was
put to my innermost soul"Did ever trouble thee befall,
And He refuse to hear thy call?
And hath He not His promise passed,
That thou shalt overcome at last?"
Ob, reader, what could I say 1 How could I reply 1 Dare I for a
moment dispute, much less deny, the fact 1" Had He not been Godall-sufficient 1 Had He not proved, throughout my lengthened period,
"Mighty to save-a very present help in trouble-a God nigh at hand,
and not afar off" 1 Could I, for one moment, call in question the
fact declared by Joshua, that "Not one thing had failed of all the
good things He had promised, but that all had come to pass, and
not one thing had failed thereof ,. 1 Could I answer the Saviour's
words to His disciples in any other way, than that in which they
said that "nothing" had lacked, in spite of His having sent them
forth without scrip or purse 1
Reader, it is utterly out of our power to express what we felt
under the application of the hymn to which we have referred. Our
present state of health-the exceedingly depressing state of the weatherthe pressure upon us of certain trying cases of our correspondentsthe general state of Christendom-and the varied way in which the
most delusive, at the same time captivating ideas are presenting
themselves in the so-called religious world, cannot but be attended
with care, anxiety, deep solicitude, to those who have the welfare of
Zion and the cause of the great and gracious Redeemer at heart.
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JEHOVAH·JIREH PROVIDES.

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-Will you spare me space enough to thank your kind
readers who have so interested themselves in the short account of the
aged widow in April number. entitled, "Life by the Faith of the Son
of God," which you were good enough to insert ~ My object in writing
was to obtain a few votes for her towards the ten-guinea pension of
the Aged Pilgrims. But the Lord knows His people's need, and
J ehovah-Jil'eh provides. He inclined the hearts of many of His dear
children to give willingly and most generously monetary help, which
proved very timely, for when the first enclosure went to her she was
dangerollsly ill, and thus many little comforts were supplied her of
which she would otherwise have been deprived. In a letter received
from her kind friend and neighbour, she tells me how her coals were
all used up, and so the money came in just at the right time. "I have
been in the furnace, but not alone," said the dear old saint. One night,
when very ill, she suddenly cried out, "It is finished! It is finished!
Blessed be God, it is finished for me, and He is not far off." As she
took to her bed the words were spoken home to her, "I will lead you,
and bring YOll into a wealthy place." "Oh, what a Friend we have in
Jesus!" she exclaimed; "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth"; and
later on she quoted from the twenty-third Psalm. On another occasion they heard her saying,

"If all the world my Jesus knew.

Then all the world would love Him too."

" 'vVe are living on the interest now. It was a Oovenant of works, but
now it is a Ooven an t of grace. Jesus my All and in all. Jesus all
the way, and I am in the way. The curse can put the old body in
the grave, but, bless God! it cannot keep it there. He is King of
kings, and Lord of lords. I tell you what it is, when the head is
kept clear, you can enjoy the grace given; but when it is in a muddle
and you can't, then He knows what to do." These and many other
sayings fell from the lips of this dear aged saint during her illness,
who was thus kept sweetly resting on the Rock of Ages.
And now I am thankful to learn that she is somewhat better, and
able to get downstairs again, so that if spared a little longer, I have
a hope that, through the great interest taken in the case, she may
enjoy the pension, and thus gratify the hearts of many of your
·readers who have helped, by their votes, puriles, and prayers, to
sustain one who is "a widow indeed." May the Lord Himself, even
El Shaddai, give you strength to carry on, in addition to your many
other labours, this work of love, and thus carry out the apostolic
injunction to "feed the Ohurch of God."
Believe me, yours very truly,

R.

OOWELL.
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A VOICE FROM ACROSS THE OCEAN.
To the Editor of the Gospel MagazilM.
DEAR SIR,-A poor soul would greet you in the name of the
Lord, that precious name which, I trust, has been made very dear to
us both, and on which is founded our only hope for time and
eternity. Though a stranger to you in the flesh, and by distance
widely separated, I would fain hope we are brought nigh by the
blood of Christ-made one in Him; if so, we "are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God." I have been a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
some years, and truly felt with many others, both in England and
America, the great loss sustained by the death of its godly Editors;
first, the lamented Dr. DOUDNEY, and then his successor, dear
Mr. COWELL, whose writings were read with much sweetness and
savour: and I have no doubt many have been the prayers from
believers to the God of all grace, that the same blessed truths
might still be maintained in its pages, and that the blessing of God
might attend the reading of it to the souls of His people, in the
future, as in the past. And I find many of the Lord's people were
made glad to know you had been appointed to fill the very
important position of Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Of course,
all I know of the dear people of God in England is through the
Magazines I take. But you understand, dear friend, how it is we
love those whose writings have been made a blessing to our souls,
and who are enabled to open up experimentally the path of the
tried, the tempted, and afflicted traveller in that path which no
fowl knoweth, but which is cast up for the redeemed of the Lord
alone. There are some few souls here to whom I feel united in ties
of love and blood, but for many years I have felt the most of my
company, spiritually, was across the broad Atlantic, nor is distance
or nationality a bar to union of heart, of fellowship felt.
At
different periods and short intervals in my life Ii have been
favoured to hear a preached Gospel; but many, many years have
passed over my head without these privileges. Often in the felt
loneliness and famine of the Word of the Lord, have I cried with
the poet"0 Zion, when I think of thee,
I sigh for pinions like the dove;
And mourn that I should ever be
So distant from the courts I love."
But I cannot but feel now the time is short, and it may be very
short, for me in this sin-stained world. As a dear man of God,
once said, when addressing aged pilgrims, "They were doubtless
now as the children of Israel at the last encampment in the
wilderness, before crossing the Jordan and entering the land of
Canaan, which was in the valley of Shittim." Here I feel I am waiting
But not without many questionings arid deep
to cross the Jordan.
searchings of heart, as to how it will be with me in the swellings
thereof; often examining the foundation of my hope, searching for
Alas!
evidence of my title to the inheritance of the saints in light.
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my friend, it is terrible work when every such waymark is obliterated,
every evidence hidden, and we have to grope for the wall like the
blind; and the poor writer of these lines has been obliged from
deep-felt necessity to cry to God-not as a saint, but a sinnm' of the
deepest dye-for one ray of light upon the darkened pathway, and, as a
lost and undone sinner, plead His mission to such, even the vilest
of the vile. His gracious words are, "Him that cometh unto Me I
will in no wise cast out," and have we not proved His words true in
our own instance 1 Though deliverance is sometimes long delayed.
yet, "He heareth the cry of the needy, and him that hath no hell)er."
I have felt a desire to once more address the Editor and readers of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I had an attack, about three months since,
of what we call la grippe, which I have not fully recovered from.
My head is so affected that it unfits me for writing, and it is only
now and then, a day, that I dare make the attempt, and if I can use
the pen at all it is very poorly done; indeed, I can hardly expect to
be much better in body; the poor tabernacle must come down, sooner
or later. But I have a disease still worse than that in the head, it
is the plague of the heart, and this only One, and that the Great
Physician, has skill or power to heal. Yes, there is a balm in Gilead,
thore is a Physician there. But do we not often inquire with the
prophet, "Why thon is not the health of the daughter of My people
recoverocl1"
Why am I thus 1 Have I indeed bathed in the fountain
oponod for sin and uncleanness, and yet so sickly, diseased, and
weak 1 Ah! the Canaanite is still in the land, we are yet in an enemy's
country; inbred foes will annoy until mortality is swallowed up of life,
and often the victory seems to hang in doubtful scale. I have, as I
hope and trust, been a traveller Zionward forty years, and in the
last few years trials have greatly increasild, and, with less strength
in every sense to bear them, it has often seemed that I should surely be
overcome-I must sink; and sink I did, but (blessed be the everadorable name of Jesus!) not beyond the reach of those everlasting
arms, which I found were still underneath, though I could not see 0)'
feel them. And He has brought me through so many trials, so many
sore conflicts, I am helped to believe, at times at least, that He will
not "leave me at last in trouble to sink," though one of the most
faint and fearful. Indeed, I often say with the poet"How can a heart that doubts like mine,
Dismayed at every breath,
Pretend to live the life divine,
Or fight the fight of faith? "
But I must conclude my long letter with wishing you, as Editor,
and minister of the blessed Gospel, seals to your ministry and souls
for your hire; and may God bless you indeed.
Cleveland, May 29th, 1895.
LYDIA HUGHES.
P. S.-There is a writer whose name I often see in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, whose sweetly experimental lines I have read with much
comfort and satisfaction,-W. S. ROBINSON. I wrote to him some
months since, but have never received an answer. vVould like to know
if it was received.

440

The Gospel Magazine.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I have just received the following very cheering
tesl imony to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I would still ask the prayers of
your readers on behalf of the Lord's work in these critical times.
Every month we send off large quantities of sound Gospel reading.
Help is still greatly needed to defray the heavy expenses.
FROllf LONDON.
Once more I thank you for the parcel which you and Mr. BRIDER
have continued so many years. There is a poor old lady afflicted with
cancer, to whom I gave March GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and shc bas spoken
to a friend of mine lately: "I have not seen a GOSPEL MaGAZINE for
years; you don't know how it lifted me up." And when tbis was told
me it seemed to say I am not living here in vain, and I felt a little
softening of heart and gratitude to God.
FROM A MILITARY TOWN.
I would be so thankful if you could kindly send me :1nother box of
books for free distribution. The others were much appreciated, and
eternity will reveal the good they do. Many of God's people have been
so cheered with the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that they have often been
reluctant to give it up when the time came for changing. Old Jonathan,
too, is greatly called for; also the Sower, Little Gleane1', and Gospel Echo.
FROM A NAVAL TOWN.
The books you so kindly send to us are of great use, and we are very
grateful for them. Our missionary tells us that the sailors are still
anxious to receive them, and we as workers sincerely hope that they
may bring them to Jesus, and He shall have the glory.
With best thanks for your kindness and Ohristian words, I am,
very faithfully yours,
ANN EVERARD BRIDER.
1, Wilton Place, Salisbu1'y, June 7th, 1895.
LIGHT

AFTER DARKNESS.
lIIRS. A. BENNETT.
"Ancl the evening ancl the morning were the first clay."-GENEsIs i. 5.
IT seems strange to read evening and morning j we, as men, mostly
speak of morning and evening. But, ah! if my reader knows anything of the ways of God, both in grace and providence, he will have
found that God's ways are generally opposite to man's, and that these
words, with the Holy Spirit's blessing, have sweet comfort in them.
The marginal reading is, "And the evening was and the morning
was." The dark interval of night is passed by, and so, tried child of
God, the night of trial will pass and the morning come-everlasting
day will then have commenced. How wonderful the first evening
after their creation must have been to Adam and Eve. No fear of
the darkness for there was no sin. But the child of God who feels
the shades of evening (that is, some sore trial) creeping round him
fears as he enters the gloomy night-deeper and denser the darkness
gathers round him, no way appears.
Have you not proved that
darkness and gloom, trial and conflict, precede light and joy, rest and
BY
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victory 1 Notwithstanding past experience, you fear as the shadows of
the present trial close around you. No moon or stars appear: that
is, words from the Lord to cheer you. How will it be now 1 says
your heart and the enemy of your soul. How heavily the chariot
wheels drag, the heart sinks. Tried believer, do you know anything
of this experience, and, amidst it all, to feel the heavens above as
brass, and your cries seem to return into your own breast 1 " Watchman, what of the night 1" Why, child of God, both are alike to thy
God. The Lord Jesus Himself knew what nights of darkness were:
the heavy load of His people's sins caused Him many a sorrowful night,
till the last one came, when He sweat great drops of blood.
"As surely as He overcame,
And triumphed once for you,
So surely you that love His name
Shall triumph in Him too."
" Now men see not the bright light which is in the clouds, but the
wind [that is, trouble, which is often God's wind or fan] passeth and
cleanseth." The glorious Sun of Righteousness will arise and chase
away all your heavy sins and trials. The disciples were toiling one
long dark night, but they caught no fish. When morning was come
Jesus stood. on the shore: they knew Him not. "Children, have ye
any meat 1, " They knew the voice, the same tender heart that fed
them beforo was there waiting on shore to receive, welcome, and feast
them. "It is the Lord." Ah! yes, He Himself is waiting on the
heavenly shore to welcome each child home in the morning. The
morning is coming as sure as the night. "The evening was, the
morning was." "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh
in the morning" j and as you mount up to meet the dear Lord in the
morning, like Elijah's mantle dropped from him to be used by him no
more, so all your trials will drop from you for ever, and the eternal
day entered upon in fine linen, the righteousness of the saints, wrought
out by the Lord Jesus. Not much longer hast thou to battle on, poor
weak child of God.
But whilst you are looking forward to this happy morning, remember,
in heaven you cannot endure trial and conflict, and testify for the dear
Master belore an ungodly world. Be very careful of His honour.
"Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father which is in heaven." Gird up the lions of
your mind; be sober, and hope to the end; the night is far spent,
the day is at hand, the everlasting day-no night there,.for the Lord
is the light thereof. Is He light to you 1 do you hail His presence
with joy 7 If so, then in heaven you will enjoy Him to all eternity.
Sin gone for ever, sorrow and death no more know or felt.
"Sad pilgrim of Zion, though chastened awhile
Through this dark vale of tears, hope still bids thee to smile;
Far spent is the night, see approaching the day
That calls thee from sorrow and sighing away.
"No tear of repentance, nor wave of the storm,
Not a cloud shall e'er darken the light of that morn,
Where the sun sets no more, but for ever shall shine
Unsullied in beauty, in glory Divine."
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i]assing ®1Jmts.
A MONTHLY REOORD.
THE French seem to be vigorously pursuing their attack upon Madagascar, and with their superior weapons and more perfect organization,
they will probably not have a very difficult task before them in
subduing the noble Ohristian Queen of Madagascar and her native
forces. The latter were for a time commanded by some English
officers, but these officers have been compelled to resign their
command, in consequence of the jealousy and overweening vanity of
some of the native officials, who seem to think that they are fully
capable of commanding their own forces and managing their own
affairs. Meanwhile the Queen appeals to the sympathy of all Ohristian
people, and especially to the Ohristian people of England. She says:
"Pray for us in this deep trouble to us and our kingdom, because,
though we desire peace above all things, we are obliged to fight. OLII'S,
we believe, is the holiest of human struggles-the right to live OUI'
lives in the fear of God, and in defence of our homes and native
land. We are justly apprehensive that these are now all placed in
terrible peril. Tell my message to all, for it is true. We have
wronged no one, we would make war on no one, and all we now ask
is to be allowed to live at peace with all men in the land that Gorl
has given to our forefathers and to us." A deeply interesting account
of Madagascar and of its people is given by a Special Oorrespondent of
the Daily l'elegmph. He states that the changes which have taken
place in the people during the last forty years are something marvellous, and that those changes have all been brought about by the
agency of the missionaries. He says that the people are thorough Iy
orderly and law-abiding, and that they build churches and schools,
and find the money out of their own pockets to eroct and maintain
them. Tens of thousands have learned, and are learniug, to read.
Books and papers are in great demand; and the printing press has
been established among them. In Antananarivo there are two weekly
newspapers, one printed in English and the other in Malagasy. The
latter has a considerable sale, and the natives are as .eager for the
editions as a Londoner for the result of the "Boat Race" or the
"Derby," when the newsboy courses wildly with the "latest" in the
Oity. Education is not confined to the three "Ws," but has long
since passed beyond that into the domains of science, theology, and
metaphysics. There is a Oollege too, at which degrees are granted in
arts and in medicine, and also a large Mission Hospital, which is well
supplied with competent doctors and nurses. He states that he has
been keenly touched by the unwarrantable interference with this
"interesting national transformation," and that "if the history of the
long intrigues against Malagasy independence, and the sometimes not
dignified attitude which England has taken up, even when her
treaty rights with the Hova Government were assailed, were written
out in full, it would set a great many people's blood boiling 'at
home.' "
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The official commission appointed to investigate in Armenia the
atrocities committed there, has issued its report, and that report
has been presented to the Turkish Government with a strong demand
that punishment should be inflicted upon the offenders, that compensation should be given, as far as practicable, to the poor surviving
sufferers, and that stringent measures should be adopted for th"
prevention of such atrocities in future.
The Turkish Government,
however, so far, distinctly refuses to comply with this demand. Now is th"
time when our nation, in conjunction with other European allies,
ought to make its power to be felt, and to insist upon its demand
being complied with. It is supposed that Turkey would not attempt
to refuse, if it bad not reason to believe that it is supported by some
other-probably Russian-influence; but even if it were so supported,
our duty and our privilege, as a great nation,are to make ourselves
heard, and to use our power in such a cause as this, which is so·
clearly a cause of mercy, of judgment, and of righteousness.
t~rrible

Since the conclusion of the war between Ohina and Japan, a
considerable portion of the former country seems to be in a state of
complete anarchy, soldiers have become utterly demoralized, and gone
about rioting and plundering, the authorities seem to be powerless,
and there is great reason to fear that the lives of many of the
Europoan missionaries are in great jeopardy. It i::; rumoured that
several mission stations have been wantonly attacked; and, as the Ohinese
authorities have intercepted information, and refused to disclose it, it
is teared that much property has been destroyed, and that the
residents in the mission stations have been seriously maltreated. There
are now, according to a statement made by Sir JOHN KENNAWAY,
about 1,500 Protestant missionaries in Ohina, so that they form a
large and an important body.
Fresh reports, and exceedingly encouraging reports, continue to
come from various mission fielus, showing that the workers, who are
nobly labouring there, are not labouring in vain, nor spending theirstrength for nought; but on the other hand, we hear of formidable
obstacles placed in the way of missionary progress by our English
traders. This is greatly to be deplored. For example, Bishop TUCKER,
of West Africa, writes to the Times, giving an extremely sad account
of the mischief which is done to the natives there by the traffic in
spirituous liquors. He tells of missionaries being completely checked
in their work, and of the Native Ohurch at Lagos being obliged towithdraw its agents from outlying districts, entirely from this cause.
He says that "gin and rum are being poured into the country in
appalling quantities, and that almost without let or hindrance"; he
mentions that he found, upon one occasion, (/) whole town drunk " and
that at the market in another town, which has been recently opened
up for trade, and which is attended, on an average, by more than
30,000 persons, and who bring with them great quantities of nativeproducts of various kinds for barter, no less than seventy licences wereissued for the sale of spirits during last year; and that whilst Euro-
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pean goods are practically not to be seen at that great market, the
sale of spirits is enormous. The Bishop also quotes, in confirmation
of his statements, a statement of the Rev. W. ALLAN, formerly Vicar
of Bermondsey, who, after visiting the Yoruba country in 1887, thus
wrote :--" When journeying from Lagos to Abeokuta, legions of
bottles met my eye on all sides; warehouses of prodigious size filled
with intoxicating drinks; canoes heavily laden with demijohns of
rum; the green boxes in which the gin is packed are h~re, there, and
everywhere." And the Bishop adds: "These facts might readily be
multiplied one hundred-fold." Surely our Government has power to
check this fearful evil, and it ought to do it to the utmost of its
power. An African chief recently sent a most pressing request that
something might be done to put a stop to it, and he stated that if it
were not stopped, he was determined to emigrate with the whole of
his people into the interior, so that he might get out of the reach of
its deplorable effects. The Governor of Lagos, Sir GILBERT CARTEJt,
has actually written in defence of this traffic ! but the Times replios to
his feeble statements in a leading article, in which it shows that it is
indefensible; and it forcibly says that "the moral sense of the community will not long submit to be outraged by a continuance of tho
present state of affairs."
The Annual Meeting of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society was held
this year at the Mansion House. There was a large audience, pre·
sided over first by Mr. F. A. BEVAN, and afterwards by Mr. W. H.
COLLINGRIDGR. The report read by the Secretary (Mr. J. E. HAZELT.ON) stated that eighty-eight years had rolled away since the institutIOn of the society. It began with three pensioners, and now they
numbered 1,313. The total number of pensioners received since the
foundation of the society has been 6,064, and the aggregate of the
sums distributed amongst them was upwards of £246,500. Upon
approval by the committee, a pensioner received five guineas per annum,
the funds permitting; then, after three years, those on that list were
placed in rotation on the seven.guinea pension, and every year ten
pensioners who had attained the age of eighty-five were similarly
advanced to the ten-guinea pension. The committee recorded an
~ncrease in nearly every branch of receipts, but the annual subscriptions,
It was stated, were still insufficient to lessen the dependence of the
institution upon precarious sources of income. The annual subscriptions reached a total of £3,611, being in excess of those of any previous
year. The donations were £1,005; they had increased in number,
but the average of each was smaller. The total sum received from
collections after sermons was £350. The honorary officers of the
auxiliaries, with the lady collectors, managed them so admirably,
continued the report, that no less a sum than £1,347 was raised during
the year. Statistics showed that for charities generally the bequests
of 1894 were above the average of the last seven years. At least £3,000
per annum from that source was needed under present financial conditions, and the legacies of the year did not reach that sum. The
annual expenditure in pensions was £8,400; 170 pensioners were on
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the ten-guinea pension, 327 on the seven-guinea, and 816 on the fiveguinea. There were 41 more pensioners than last year. Mr. COLLINGRIDGE said that he had been interested in the society for more than
half a century, and he rejoiced to know that its prosperity increased
with its age.
Doctor BARNARDO'S noble work seems to be seriously imperilled
In consequence, probably, of the widespread depression in trade, his
ordinary receipts have considerably fallen off, whilst the expenses of
supporting his five thousand waifs and strays have not been
diminished; and calls for extension rather than for retrenchment of
his efforts are as numerous, if not more numerous than ever. In
addition to this, the Doctor's health has lately partly broken down,
and he has been compelled to give up for a time the personal
superintendence of his work, and to seek for change and rest.
The repeated and vicious attacks of Romanists upon him and
his work have occasioned llim more than ordinary anxiety, and
all true Protestants may well regard it as a duty to support
him as far as they can. In his recent and special appeal,
entitled, "Passing through Deep Waters," the Doctor says :-" Our
wants are many; their name is legion. Yet the gracious help of God
and the generous gifts of His people have sustained and supplied
all for nine-and-twenty years, and this thought may well rebuke pessimism, however dark the immediate outlook! It is to me, however,
disquieting, and simply dreadful, to feel that I can only open my door
to the pathetic Cry of the Children, which reaches me day and night
from all over the country, by adding heavily to the dead weight of
deficiency already pressing upou my shoulders, and to know that all
the work of training my rescued boys and girls is being imperilled for
lack of a few hundreds of pounds to supply the needful machinery. And
when I take up a daily paper and read of vast sums of money paid
out in a single day for the luxuries and rose-leaves of existence, while
but a comparatively small amount-the merest superflux of so much
wealth-would supply all the needful technical training for generations
of children yet to be rescued, and would meet the pressingly urgent
demand for the amount required to complete the whole of the emigration work of the present year, I long for a voice loud enough to
startle people from that deep-seated indifference to present social
claims which alone prevents abunuant supplies coming in for a work
so hopeful. I lay these my burdens above all upon Christian hearts.
Many of the wealthy may see here a neglected duty, but to Christ's
servants it is also a gracious privilege. In the upbringing of these
His little Olle~, our Lord and Master makes His urgent appeal, and it
is not wealth that makes response so much as love. Wealth has its
great responsibilities, but love has its field of free and glad service.
Before both alike are set this open door-a door of duty on the one
side, and a door also of boundless hope. Where is there a work more
hopeful ~ Nothing on earth is like it! No other missionary enterprise gives such assurance of success as that which rescnes the
children of the slums, creates around them a healthy atmosphere,
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trains, elevates, and Christianises them, and finally turns the embryo
criminal or pauper into a self-supporting citizen, here or in our
'Colonies. I cannot but hope and pray that our Father will lay upon
the consciences of His people our urgent needs at this juncture. How
great the relief and comfort I and those who labour with me will
experience if swift help comes to lighten our burdens, it fail" me fully
t') say!" A proposal has been made to present Doctor BARNARDO
with a national testimonial, on the occasion of his jubilee; probably
the most acceptable form in which such a testimonial could be made
to him would be in an extra-large contribution towards the objects
which are so dear to his heart. His work is by no means confined
to the metropolis, but it extends to almost all the parishes in the
United Kingdom, where poor neglected and starving children are to
be found.

"IT IS APPOINTED."
(HEBREWS ix. 27.)
"IT is appointed": Christian, canst thou feel this,
Though in affliction which is sharp and long?
And canst thou feel thy Heavenly Father leadeth,
Though all is dark, and everything seems wrong?
"It is appointed": canst thou now believe it,
Though all thy way and all thy will be crossed?
Instead of walking in a path of sunshine,
Art thou upon the raging billows tossed?
"It is appointed": nothing comes unmeasured,
Nor anything without Divine command;
Each little thing in daily life is m'dered,
Not one can come but from a Father's hand.
"It is appointed" that a little sparrow
Shall not escape the notice of God's eye;
He knoweth when it falls, 'tis not too little
For God to see it from His courts on high.
And if He careth so much for the sparrows,
How much more, Christian, will He care for you!
And when the way is very dark and dreary,
Remember that thy God will bring thee through.
"It is appointed": trust thy Heavenly Father,
Tell Him thou knowest what He gives is best;
And ask Him for a will resigned, submissive,
'Till He shall come and take thee home to rest.
Then, when that day arrives, and thou art gathered
Unto the land where troubles never come,
That it was all "appointed" by the Master,
Will be thy theme when thou hast reached thy home.
A. C.

THE work of grace, or the principle of life implanted by grace in
a sinner's heart, embraces immortality; it is impossible for its possessor
to sink into eternal destruction.-Wa7cefielcl.
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Thoughts about the Ohristian Life.
By J. R.
GILLIES, M.A. London: James Nisbet and Co.
SERlIWNS published at the request of Mr. GILLIES' congregation.
The subjects are :-Elijah's Mantle and Staff j The First Start in
Life j Ohristian Oharacter; and Our Lord's Temptation. Respecting
the latter, Mr. Gillies says;Do we not see from all this what temptation is? It is not sin. Christ
was tempted, yet without sin. Temptation may be resisted: in which
case the result is not sin, but virtue conquering and crowned. To an
earnest, manly spirit, temptation is what the storm is to the cedar, which
it roots more firmly in the soil. Suppose that you are floating down a
stream-delicious on a hot summer's day-and you have only to turn
when you please, and swim up instead of floating down. Have you P Try.
You strike out, you beat up, but in vain. Swift, silent, resistless, the
stream sweeps you down. It is not a question of abstract freedom now;
but of the comparative strength of two forces, your arm and the stream.
So it is here. Swim with the stream, conform to custom; you never
know what temptation means. You have never said" No" to anything
that seemed pleasant, never set your heart on anything that was hard to
win. But strive manfully to live as a Christian should live, to govern
your passions, and you find at once "how hard it is to be a Christian."
Resist the devil, and feel his power. We may learn wisdom from our
first parents in this connection. They sold themselves for an apple;
fools to accept the first and lowest bid! If they bad held out, they
might have had the tree instead of the apple, the garden instead of the
tree. If that had not been enough, there were the kingdoms of the
world at their commil.nd! Only he who gives, as Christ gave, an absolute
"No" to the devil, can know, as Christ knew, the real meaning, the full
force of temptation. Virtue is the most precious possession a man has;
and, like all our precious things, it is taxed according to its value.
But we see also how to meet temptation. The sword of the. Spirit is
the Word of God. "It is written." The Bible is like an arsenal, full of
weapons, both offensive and defensive. He who knows his Bible best,
who can lay hands on such texts as may suit his varying need, is most
likely to come off victorious.
Two young Christians were talking
together. "How do you do when you are tempted P" one asked of the
other. "Sometimes I pray, and sometimes I sing a hymn; but often I
am as hard pressed as ever." "The next time the devil tries you, nail
him with a text; he cannot stand a text." But then we must accept
the Bible as the Word of God before we can use it thus. How would
our Lord have fared if, instead of resting on the authority of Scripture,
He had becn occupied with some of the questions of modern science:
Who wrote Deuteronomy?
Whether inspiration is verbal or not P
Whether the Bible is the Word of God, or only an earthly echo of it P
Think, again, in this connection, of our first parents. "Hath God said,
ye shall surely die?" It was the first attempt at Biblical criticism;
and made with what damaging results! "Surely you have misunderstood
the passage P Is the reading correct? What of exegesis P" Once inject
into a man's mind the idea that Scripture is not really binding, or that
it is quite uncertain what it really says, and you leave him defenceless
in the great conflict. Views as to inspiration are not purely theoretical;
they are intensely practical. What shall a man do if he cannot trust
his weapons; expects his sword at every thrust to double back upon
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himself P If you are going to fight, you want at least a firm footing.
If you cannot put your foot down like Christ and say, "It is written,"
you need not begin the unequal conflict.
N or let us forget, when tempted, that we have Christ Himself, "the
tempted One," to succour us. If a commander has only a handful of men
to pit against an army, how carefully he chooses his ground, with a
river or a bit of rising ground to back them. There is much in a good
" backing" in every kind of conflict. Have Christ to back you. Make
a covenant with Him in the morning-make it on your knees-to be near
you all the day, to guide, to help you, and then go to meet temptation
as already "more than conqueror." "This rock shall fly," Chrisb Himself prove faithless to His promise, ere the weakest of His soldiers be
overcome. "In that He Himself suffered, being tempted, He is able
to succour them that are tempted."
Midsummer Volumes of Home TYords, Day oj ])ay', and Hand allli
Heart. Edited by the Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK, B.D. London:
Home TYo1'(ls Office.
NICELY got-up and attractive volumes, full of useful and instructive
matter, selected from Mr. BULLOCK'S excellent periodicals; they are
well illustrated, and most suitable to take with one for reading or
giving away Oil a summpr holiday. Archdeacon SINCLAIR has well
observed, "No words can exaggerate in the present day the power of
the Press." Evil literature abounds; it is therefore of the utmost
importance that wholesome literature should be circulated as widely as
possible.
The Religious Aspect of Disestablishment. By SAMUEL SMITH, M.P.
Liverpool: Turner, Routledge and Co.
THE writer of this pamphlet considers that disestablishment of the
Ohurch of England would remove a great hindrance to true religion,
and free the Church from the abuses of Ritualism. We cannot
agree with him. The author admits that Ritualism is creeping into
the free Episcopal Churches of America and Australasia, as well as into
other Churches, but he thinks that their cases are different, because
"they have no great hold," he says) "upon the mass of the
people."
Regions Beyond. By H. GRATTAN GUINNESS. London: S. W.
Parbridg6 and Co.
THIS periodical is connected with the East London Institute for Home
and Foreign Missions and the Congo Balol() Mission, and it furnishes
its readers with much interesting information respecting those
Missions.
The Fireside Pictorial Magazine. London: Home W01'Cls Office.
WE can heartily commend this admirable periodical. The number
before us contains serial tales, Sunday readings, instruction in amateur
photography, a valuable paper by the BISHOP OF OSSORY on "Silent
Witnesses to Holy Scripture," &c., &c.
THE chain of mercy which encircles every elect sinner is eecurely
fastened to the Corner Stone.-Wakefield.

