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"Who comforteth n. in all our tribnlation, that we may be able to comfort them which are ill any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we onrsel.e. are comfortecl of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

BITTER-SWEET.
" To the lmngry soul e'~'ery bitter thing is sueet."-PROVERRS xxvii. 7.

To the unconverted world the spir~tual life and experience of a child
of GOD are inexplicable paradoxes. Indeed, it must be so. For,
"the natural man receiveth not the things of the SPIRIT of GOD;
they are foolishness unto him." Yet, "the foolishness of GOD
is wiser than men; and the weakness of GOll is stronger than
men." The believer in CHRIST, therefore, in proportion as he
faithfully and fearlessly bears witness to his heavenly calling, is
a man popularly "wondered at." The deep, spiritual motives
which actuate a consistent follower of CHRIST are entirely beyond
the perception, and consequently the appreciation, of a fleshly
man. The groanings of the Apostle Paul, as recorded in the
Epistle to the saints of GOD at Rome, find no response in a
carnal heart. It is a secret, peculiar to the SPIRIT-begotten seed
of CHRIST, that a saved sinner-who enjoys the assurance of
eternal salvation-should yet cry out in soul-distress, " 0 wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
death? " The gracious faith of a true believer in the LORD JESUS
so simply lays hold of Gospel truth as that, while he confesses
himself a scarlet sinner, he yet knows himself to be a bloodcleansed, milk-white saint. His trust in the infinite and allinfluential merits· of CHRIST, as the Surety of the everlasting
Covenant, is such that he credits his REDEEMER with speaking
the truth when He declares, with authority, "He that is washed
needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit." How,
dear Christian reader, can a blind world enter into the experience
of a faith such as that? What sense, but an ignorant one, oan poor
worldlings put on the feeling utterance of a tempted, persecuted
child of GOD, like PAUL, when he speaks of dying daily, and yet
outwardly lives the same physical life as his neighbours? They
esteem it fanaticism. Yet there remains the fact that the Spirittaught soul possesses a secret life to which all others are strangers.
2 c
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The believer in CHRIST partakes of a hidden and most deep joy
with which the stranger cannot intermeddle. The primitive
Christian martyrs, together with the noble army of Protestant
witnesses in the 16th century, who counted not their lives dear unto
them when the honour of their Divine REDEEMER'S name and the
integrity of His truth were involved, presented a spectacle of
. spiritual life which lay far beyond the ken of their merciless persecutors. Like Moses in Egypt, those suffering servants of CHRlST
esteemed reproaches and afflictions for His sake to be their chief
riches. The saints are a people who, in the world's view, possess
nothing worth having, yet are" all things" theirs, for they are
. CHRIST'S, and CHRIST is GOD'S. Men may despise the LORD~S
people, and cast them out of house and home, but they cannot
spoil them of their celestial inheritance. That is "reserved" for
them by a sure Covenant made with their glorified HEAD, of which
. Covenant He is ever mindful. They know whom they have believed, and are persuaded that "He is able to keep that whiqh
they have committed to Him." Theirs is a salvation" ready to be
.' revealed."
Meanwhile, they are appointed plenteousness of tears to drink,
and are called to endure a great fight of afflictions. The Paschal
lamb of old had to be eaten with bitter herbs. It:s through
much tribulation we must enter the kingdom. JESUS Himself
thus entered it. His life was a daily cross which led up to the
greater cross of Calvary, yet the way of that cross was a royal way,
for it conducted to a throne, a sceptre, and. a crown. "It is
enough for the disciple to be as his LORD." Oh, dear brothers
and Slawrs in fellowship of tribulation, let us look beyond the
" moment" during which our "light affliction" is appointed to
last, and contemplate with restfulness of soul the "eternal weight
of glory" which awaits us in our FATHER'S house on high. It
is when our souls are thus enabled by the SPIRIT of grace to
eye the unseen things of the kingdom, that we can unite with
the Apostle Paul in testifying, "Therefore I take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distres.ses
for CHRIST'S sake." Our very weakness leads us to the MIGHTY
ONE, and the mystic lesson is learned, "When I am weak, then
am I strong." In the quaint words of' dear R-I.LPH ERSKINE"By faith I soar and force my
flight
Through all Ithe clouds of
sense;
I see the glories out of sight,
With brightest evidence.
" By faith I mount the azm:e sky,
And, from the lofty sphere,
Tbe earth a little mote espy,
Unworthy of my care.

"By faith I see the unseen things,
Hid from all mortal eyes;
Proud reason stretching all its
, wings,
Benen.th me fluttering lies.
"By faith in 'midst of wrongs I'm
right,
In sad decays I thrive;
In weakness I am strong in might,
In death I am alive.
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"By faith I stann. when deep I fall, ' "By faith I can the mountains vast
In darkness I have light;
Of sin and guilt remove;
N 01' dare I doubt and question all,
And them into the ocean CiLst,
When all is out of si~ht.
The sea of blood and love.
H

By faith I trust a pardon free, _
Which puzzles flesh and b100d;
Tn j,hink that GOD can justify,
Where yet he sees no good.

.. By faith my melting soUl repents
When pierced CHRIS'£ appears;
My heart in grateful praises vents,
Mine eyes in joyfuL tears.

"By faith I'm more than conqueror,
E'en though I nothing ca.n,
Because I set JEHOVAH'S power
Before me in 'the van.
"By faith I walk,I'run, I fly,
By faith I suffer thrall;
By faith I'm fit to live and die,
By faith I can do all."

The tried people of GOD readily verify the truth of those deeply
experimental lines, .whenever faith is lively and simple, and even
in the lowest estate of soul it is yet left them to knOtc that
GOD is faithful and cannot deny Himself (2 Tim. ii. 13). They
have been so taught by rod and scourge to see an end Of perfec-fection, and indeed "any good thing," in the flesh, that they
interpret the afflictive dispensations of their GOD as expressions of
iHis fatherly love, as marks of their own spiritual sonship. Thirst
after GOD, for what He is in Himself, causes the true believer
to cry out, "Give me to drink! Stay me with flagons, for I am
sick of love!" It matters little how bitter the love-portion may
be to nature's palate-the soul's ardent thirst after the GOD of
'salvation realizes a secret sweetness in it all. A sinner upon
-whose conscience guilt has lain as a burden intolerable-one' whom
the SPIRIT has sovereignly enlightened to see that salvation from
the wrath to come can be obtained only by the exercise 9f GOD'S
elective pleasure and absolute grace-tastes nothing "~itter" ip.
_those flesh-humbling truths, but, rather, spiritually hails them as
sweeter than honey or the droppings of the honeycomb. They
are the joy ll:nd rejoicing of his heart. Others, in the pride and
_ignorance of a supposititious tree-leilt, may loathe the Covenant
honeycomb, and trample it contemptuously beneath their feet, but
to those who graciously esteem themselves to be fit fuel for the
fire of Divine wrath, and to be worthy of GOD'S holy curse, the
freeness and soverdgnty of JEHOYA.H'S mercy are the most delightful
of all its beauteous aspects.
.. While sinners fanc,ied freedom
see,
Fast bound in bonds of guilt,
We joy in CHRIST who made us free
By blood which He hath spilt.
•H

His righteous soul our guilt sustained,
Aud sin for us was made;
Nor guilt, nor wrath for us re- mained,
But all on Him was laid.

"He bore the curse, and died, -and
rose,
His Church to justify;
He lives in heaven to plead for
those
,
For whom He came t:> di~•
"Who sball a. cbarj?e a.gainst us lay'?
CHRIST is the Judge of all j
His death hath purgel our sins
away,
No wrath on us can fall.
2 0 2
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" In CHRIST from condemnation free,
To fear we'll not give place;
But joy in this our liberty,
And sing of sovereign grace."

The truths of the glorious Gospel-unpalatable to the natural man
-must always differentiate the latter from the SPIRIT-born children
of GOD. lc Ye must be born again" is a fact which no unconverted
person cares to recognize. It implies too much. It condemns the
highest moral attainments of the creature, and adjudges the very
righteousness of Adam's race to be nothing better than filthy rags
in the sight of a holy GOD. But, to be perfectly assured of having
been made the favoured subject of that new birth, is the allabsorbing desire of the LORD'S living family. Any measure or
variety of bitter experience is welcomed by such characters, if
only it serve to clear that important point.
Herein is the
" blessedness" of the family of the redeemed, for J Esns Himself
has once for all declared, "Blessed are they which do hunger and
thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled" (Matt. v. 6).
Oh, let us continue, beloved brethren in CHRIST, to feed all
this bread of sanctified bitterness, for"The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."
The crook in our lot, whether temporal or spiritual, has; as we
know, been placed there by our F.\THER'S hand, and our confidenco is that it must needs work out His pleasure and our
supreme good. The cup He has appointed for us individually
is lined with love, and at its bottom surprising sweetness awaits
our lips. The more heartsomely we drink into the present experience of bitterness, the sooner shall we reach the delectable
bliss laid up for us. We may well leave the worldling and the
formalist to be satisfied with the "good things" of time and sense
-or with a religion which at best can only satisfy the fleshwhile we are content to subsist on promise-- by faith and assurance
that, however the sentence of death may apparen ly be written
across them, they will in due time yield an hundredfold in joy
unspeabble and full of glory.
TH.E EDITOR.
THE Christian that is truly acquainted with Ohrist, enamoured with
the brightness of His beauty, can generously trample upon the smilings
of the world with the one foot, and upon her frownings with the
other. If he be rich or honourable, or both, yet he glories not in
that"; but Ohrist, who is the glory of the Lord, is even then his
chiefest glory, and the light of Ohrist obscures that worldly splendour
in his estimation. And as the enjoyment of "Ohrist overtops all his
other joys, so it overcomes his grieis. As that great light drowns
the light of prosperity, so it shines bright in the darkness of affliction."
-Anhbishop Leighton.
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DIVINE POWER.
" CMist the power of God."-l CORINTHIANS i. 24.
How little does an unbelieving world know of its indebtedness to the
preaching of the everlasting Gospel!
.
The philosophy of man has never yet explained the mighty force of the
Gospel of Divine grace in its transfurming and new-creating effects on
tb,e human race, during the last eighteen hundred years. The prejudice
of the Jew, and the pride of the Gentile-two potent obs~acles to the
Gospel representative of the dominant enmity to God inherent in Adam's
posterity-have utterly failed to hinder the conquests which the proclamation of Evangelical truth was designed by its Divine Author to effect in
a fallen world. Satan, as the prince of darkness, has hitherto conspired
in vain to pervert the counsel of the Most High. "The preaching
of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God." Even so; as we can feelingly testify,
bl;lloved brethren in Christ, for its quickening, convincing, peace-giving
efficacy we have experienced, and are fully prepared to ascribe all our
salvation to the free-grace Gospel of the Lord Jesus. Circumcision and
uncircumcision-rites and ceremonies administered according to the will
of the flesh, or of man-we repudiate, as profiting us nothing. The
wisd:>m of this world, which· despises the simple ordinance of the
preaching of the Word, is foolishness with God. "For after that in the
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." The age in
which we are living, boasting at it does of a wisdom capable of
criticising that Word which has been "settled for ever in heaven,"
proclaims its consummate folly and presumption, to the amazement of
a.ngels and the pity of the believing followers of Christ. The setting
forth of Christ crucified, while it proves to the Jew a stumblingblock,
a.nd to the Greek foolishnes3, is, to them that are called out of both
these classes of Adam's race-" Christ the power of God." The sacrifice
of the ordained .Lamb of God centralizes the message of salvation. It,
so to say, focuses the various aSl'ects of the Gospel, and brings them
home to the single eye of faith. It was so with the typical teaching of
the tabernacle and the temple, in Old Testament times. The first
prominent provision made for the worshipper in Israel as he drew near
to J ehovah's dwelling-place was the bra.!.en altar of sacrifice. It stood in
the forecourt. Thus the way into God's holy presence was shown to be
only by blood, or, in other words, through the offering of a substitute for
sin. "We preach Christ crucified" was the Apostle's emphatic declaration
of his ministry.
A like testimony has ever been borne by Godcommissioned ministers of the Gospel. Christ in His Person and Christ
in His work are the Alpha. and Omega of the true Evangelical
ambassador. He has confidence in no other message, in no other method
of bringing poor sinners into the fold t)f salvation. Alas, that
multitudes of professing pastors of souls in these degenerate days should
by worldly amusements, by sensuous ritual, and by man-exalting.
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ordinances, delude their unconyerted flockP, and lead them to trust in
religious falsehoods. Yet, so it is. " But the sheep did not hear them."
The promise is sure to all the seed that Jehovah Himself will teach and
lead His dear elect ones, and not leave them to the thieves and robbers
whose aim is to "feed themselves "-not "the flock of slaughter."
The promise' runs to day, as of old, "I will' feed My flock, and I. will .
cause them to lie down, saith the Lord God." There is no faltering note
in that Divine pledge. The ring of it is that of the silver trumpet of _
the sanctuary. . "The . truth' enshrined in that Covenant provision
is solid and immovable as the foundation of the throne of the
eternal God. There is pOlOe';' at the back of every such Divine assurance.
Power, indeed, is the .key-word of all the promises of the God of'
salvation.
·When the Son of God came forth from the Father's bosom it was as .
"Christ the Power of God." We know, brethren, that the measure or'
God's power is omnipotence. This coming Messiah, as predicted in the Old
Testament, was pre-figured under various emblems representative of
energy and potentiality. ,Thirty times in the book of Psalms, fOl;
in,stance, He is prophetically, celebrated as the "Right Hand". of the.
Lord, that is, the pe1jol'1J1;ing agent of the Divine will. Isaiah was
inspired to write of Him repeatedly as the" Arm of Jehovah" (Isaiah li.
9; Jiii. 1). "Christ, as the Power of God," was by the same Evangelical
Prophet predicted under the title of "The Mighty God" (Isaiah ix. 6),
while in the Psalms He is represented as "One that is mighty"
(Psalm lxxxix. 19); and" The Lord mighty in battle" (Psalm xxiv. 8).
When the Aoostle Peter preached the glorious Gospel of salvation to
the Gentile Cornelius, at Crosarea, a leading point in his discourse was
the all-important truth that God" anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Ghost and with power" (Acts x. 38). The exhibition of that
"power" may be traced in various intertJsting and instructive aspects.
Very briefly we.may refer to-Christ's rnonil poue1'. His teaching, and even His presence appear to have often wrought remarkable effects on His hearers and
observers. Thus, when the Jewish authorities "sent officers" to arrest
Jesus, and bring Him in cllstody before their courts (John vii.), we
read that the moral effect of His Gospel teaching was such that., instead
of "taking" the Blessed One, they felt constrained to testify, "Never
man Bpake like this Man!" Again, when the armed band, under the
direction of Judas Isca-riot, proceeded to the garden of Gethsemane to
seize Him, the simple, dignified, truth·transparent assertion, "I am
He !" mysteriously prostrated His enemies to the ground. Perhaps,
still more forcibly is the 1noml power of His character traceable in
its effects on the human conscience in the case of the w.oman whom
the scribes and Pharisees self-righteously charged with violating'the
seventh commandment. The words of His holy lips, "He that is
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her," told promptly
with 8uch moral effect on the natural minds of the poor woman's
accusers that the Holy Spirit tells us, "And they which -hearel it,
being convicted, by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning
at the eldest, even unto the la8t; and J e811S was left alone. and the
w,oman standing in the midst" (John viii.- 9). What an illustration.
I
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this is of the prophecy of Malachi, c. Who shall stand when .He
appeareth 1 for He is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap"
(iii. 2). Pilate evidently felt the 'moral powe1' of Christ's presence and
manner when the Holy One stood before him-the very silence of
His lips under the murderous charges of the Jews creating the deepest
apprehension in his mind. The four Gospels are fruitful in examples
to the same effect.
Next, may· be. noticed how the spi1'it1.al power which Christ exercised
eXHibits- Him as "Christ the Power of God." A most forcible. illustration of this is seen in His treatment of the touching case of the
paralytic man. Four sympathizing, and apparently Christian men bare
the helpless sufferer into the presence of Jesus, who, perceiving his
inmost circumstances, authoritatively declared his sins to be forgivenin other words, his soul to be saved. He bade him he of "good
cheer," for the cause of' all his physical affiiction was now removed,
although as yet the affiiction itself remained. This act of spiritual
power on Christ's part drew forth, as we know, the indignation. of
the Jews, who, in their ignorant zeal, charged our Redeemer with
blasphemy.. Who could forgive sins but God only 1 But He who,
as God, knew their hearts, forthwith demonstrated that He had "power
c:m earth to forgive sins" by miraculously curing the saved paralytic
man of his bodily infirmity.
A yet still more striking verification of the claim of Christ to be
~c the power of God" is set before us in the circumstances accompanying the salvation of one of the two robbers crucified on Calvary with
Jesus.. There hung on the central cross of the three One, who occupied
the place of a malefactor. He was the subject of the concentrated
hatred and cruel mockery of the assembled religionists' of Jerusalem.
He was nailed, as a condemneu slave would have been nailed, to ·the
Roman gallows, and apparently must die the most shameful of
criminal deaths. Yet, suddenly, one of the two dyin~ robbers makes
a plaintive, earnest, prayerful appeal to the crucified Christ, as unto a
~ing-a spiritual king-and supplicates to be mnembered in.a coming
day of glory! "Lord, remember me when Thou comest mto Thy
kingdom!" (Luke xxiii. 42). That Spirit-quickened, and sin-convinced
malefactor was, in an instant, led by sovereign grace to look alone to
Jesus for salvation. But, his faith was exceptional in the unique fact
that it centred in One who was "crucified through 1veakne.'s" (2 Cor.
xiii, ±). We, dear fellow-believers, trust in the risen, exalted, glorified,
reigning Christ. That crucified robber trusted in Jesus when He was
in the depths of His humiliation, degradation, and misery-when,
outwarcUy considered, He Himself stood in need of a saving deliverance!
That, surely, was a triumph of faith! But, see ;-Jesus, even when
treading the winepress in the direst soul-agony and Divine abandonment, yet possessed powe1' enough to pluck a brand from the fires of
hell, to snatch one of His Father's chosen from the grasp of the
devil, and to speak. words of eternal life to one who "by nature"
was" a child of wrath, even as others" ! Now, if Christ. was thus
"the power of God" in the moment of His extreme weakness, what
must He be when, as to-day, He possesses" all power in heaven and in
earth" 1 If Satan, hell, the curse, the grave-all had to yield up their
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victim to the" weakness" of "Christ crucified," what is that force in
the universe-physical, moral, or spiritual-which can resist His" power .,
as Christ glorified?
Oh, that some dear, weary, distressed child of God, some footsore
pilgrim on the way to Zion, may be led by this " Wayside Note" to
fall passive at the feet of the exalted Christ, to whom belongs the
power to forgive all sin, to seal peace upon the troubled conscience,
to say with irreversible authority, "I am thy salvation" !
Clifton.
J. O.
PRECIOUS .BLOOD.
the believer realize his privilege, and know his blessed estate.
By faith in Jesus he becomes one with Him. Thus at any time he
may enter heaven's gates, and draw near to the throne of the Eternal.
The blood-which is the blood of His own Fellow, His own Co-equal
and Co-eternal Son-must be honoured. No slight can possibly be put
upon it. All who are sprinkled with it may stand before God. It is
because of the worth of this blood that the believer may ask any
blessing, according to His will, and cannot be refused. He may
supplicate for pardon, and that is a great gift. He may ask life eternal,
that is still more. He may ask to sit on God's throne, that is still more
exceeding. He may pray for all this, and he shall succeed, for every
petition bears the prevalency of the name of Jesus; and for every gift
the believer pays down a full and sufficient price, even the blood of
God. Thus through Jesus we always 'have access. He is the Way. He
is the Mediator. He is the Duysman, who makes both one, and unites
God and the sinner for ever. This blessed acceS3 is by the agency of the
Spirit. By nature we are blind, how then can we see the way 1 By
nature we are dead, how then can we otir to walk in it 1 By nature our
hearts hate God. So, then, vain would be the Father's gift of a Mediator
-vain the Son's blood opening' a direct passage to Him-except our
hearts be softened, our eyes opened, and our longings for return kindled.
This can only be effected by the Spirit. Thus the Spirit is the leading,
teaching, and constraining Agent by whom, through Christ., we have access
to the Father. Yes, it is unto the Father, as our Rest and Portion, that
we are thus mercifully brought. To know Him and to love Him is our
privilege now; to enjoy Him for ever will be our heaven. Approaching
Him in the Spirit through Jesus, we find Him all love-forgiving us
every trespass-casting behind His back every sin-delighting to do us
good, and ble.sing us with all spiritual blessings.-Dean Law on
LET

Ephesians.

"I 'WILL be their God, and they shall be My people." This" I will"
implies a fi,:ed resolution; as if He had said ThouO"h other lords have
ruled over you and you are still prone to ~evolt,O it shall not be so
any longer: I will heal your backslidings, and will now be your God.
I . will behave towards you' as becomes a God to dei; and I will make
you such a people as becomes a God to own; so that I shall not be
ashamed to be called your God.-Rev. J. Bel'1'idge. ,
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
(EZEKIEL

xlvi.-Gontinlled from page 335.)

CONFIRMATION of the perfect harmony existing between the types of
the Levitical dispensation and the spiritual actings of faith in our· own,
has been most graciously given by being awoke, in the stillness of
night, with the words of the Apostle John (which had not been read
or in mind for someltime previously), " That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which
we have looked upon and our hands have handled of the Word of
Life" (1 John i. 1). The design of the Apostle cannot bJl to speak of
all those acts as the mere contact which they had with· the human
body of Christ while on earth, for he goes on to say, ': The life was
manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you
that eternal life ...• that ye also may have fellowship with us." Faith's
vision alone can be intended. We have heard His fame by the hearing of faith, and come, like Sheba's Queen, from" afar off;" have been
brought to see Him "upon the wood" with the eye· of faith; we have
looked upon the purity and rich perfection of His liff', lovE', and selfsacrifice; our hands have been laid upon His head, and thus we
have ha.ndled the Word of life. What Dr. BONAR writes of the
memorial feast is true of this spiritual view of the peace offering"Here, 0 my Lord, I see Thee face to face;
Here faith can touch and handle things unseen;
Here would I grasp with firmer hand Thy grace,
And all my weariness upon Thee lean."
The whole chapter was lighted np as a Divine commentary on the
peace offering, so as to explain away difficulties in Leviticus vii., never
untlerstood before; namely, the threefold mention of cakes and beside
them leavened bread, with the thanksgiving, and the mention in
verse 20 of "uncleanness upon him, even that soul shall be cut off
from his people." Was not uncleanness put away by the confession
of sin when the hand of faith was laid upon the head of the Sacrifice,
where the Lord laid the iniquity of ns a1l1 according to the promise, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9).
The answer shines out with brilliant clearness, "If we say we have
fellowship with Him and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the
truth" (1 John i. 6). The sin confessed must also be put off; not worn
as a habit, as formerly, "In the which ye also walked some time, when
ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice,
blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth" (Col. iii. 7, 8).
We cannot continue in sin. We are not then eating" the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth " (1 Cor. v. 8), "mingled with oil." The
Holy Spirit of God will not mingle with uncleanness. We may
not- indulge in known sin, live in sin; we' should be'like Judas, in his
covetousness, at the feast with our Divine Master; "He that dippeth
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his hand with Me in the dish," yet had no fellowship with Him, and
his soul was cut off from his people! "But if we walk in the light"what light 1 That of the Word of truth with unctuous light upon
it, "to guide our feet into the way of peace," typically show!J. in the
unleavened wafers anointed with oil "-oiled bread, as it is called in
Exodus xxix. 23. The only other mention of wafers is in connection
with the manna-" the taste of it was like wafers made of honey"
(~xod... xvi. 31).
"Comparing spiritual things with spiritual," we are
warranted in viewing these cakes as pointing to the Word of God.
" How sweet are Thy words to my taste; yea, sweeter than honey to
my mouth: through Thy precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate
every false way" (Psalm cxix. 103, 104). Thus," If we walk in the
light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one 'with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son' cleanseth us ;from all sin."
(1 John i. 7). There is no "uncleanness upon us," as these" unleavened
wafers anointed with oil" (the Word ·of God, Jer. xv. 16) are so eaten
as to assimilate, as food does, with our life and actuate it, and it brings
out analogy with the New Testament truth that. ~ru~ repentance, a
turning from sin unto God, blenns and is always associated with the faith
that "receiYes the atonement." What a wonderful treasury are the·
Scriptures of truth!
." An unctuous light to all that's right,
A bar to all that's wrong."
Now, there is another sentinel, "If," in this key-chaptE'r, which
lights up the import of the other cakes and the leavened bread. Wehave seen our glorious position, our standing in Christ-accepted in the
Beloved, justified by faith in Him; at peace with God, reconciled,
saved from wrath, and, in the power of the indwelling S'pirit, walking in
the light of God's revealed will; brought into sweet, high, holy fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ, by virtue of the
blood th~t cleanseth (present tense) us .from all sin; why do we need
"cakes mingled with oil of fine flour fried 1." Because we shall need
this .pure, sustaining bread of life mingled with. oil; "the anointing
which ye have received abideth in you, teacheth you of all things, and is
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in
Him." Why fried 1 "The trial of your fai~h, being much more
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire"
(1 Peter i. 7). Temptation will try faith, on the ODe hand, to question
the perfect efficacy of the blood that cleanseth from all sin, when "sin
that dwelleth in me" makes itself felt within and without; and, on
the other hand, "If we say that we have no sin (at any time), we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (see Job ix. 20), for we
,have omitted the important command, "Beside the cakes he shall offer
for his offering leavened bread with the sacrifice of the thanksgiving
of his peace offerings." Observe, there is no leaven in the peace offering) but in the thanksgiving for peace with God, the reconciled sinr.er
must bring it. It cannot point to Him who is "the Bread of God,
the Bread of life," nor to the written V{ord, for there is no leaven
there, but to us, "For we, brethren, are one bread and one body,
for we are all partakers of that one bread" (1 Cor. x. 17). "And of,
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it he shall offer one out of the whole oblation for an heave offering
unto the Lord." ~t is sublimely beautiful to be thus shown the import of it, and the perfect harmony of Divine truth, whether by type.
or Gospel teaching. We must bring leavened bread as an heave
offering: the expression before God and men of our present state and
condit.ion now we are reconciled to God, by the death of His Son.
Yea, heave it with a sigh, in its present-tense reality. "I know that
in me, that is, in my flesh, dv:elleth no good thing." "I deiight in
the law of God after the inward man" (and this delight is an echo of
my Substitute's delight, Psalm xl. 8), for "the inward man is renewed day by day," by nnion with Him, whose perfect inwards I
contemplate (2 Cor. iii 18); "but I see another law in my members,
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity
to the law of sin which is in my members. 0 wretched man that
I am ! who shall deliver me from. the body of this death? " (contact with
this dead body, the unclean thing. interrupting fellowship.) Yet,while
I present my leavened bread with a sigh of sorrowful distress, I ,see
"thl' right shoulder" is an heave offering, associated with it (Levit.
vii. 32); and so, rejoicing in the power of my King to deliver, can .
adopt the triumphant answer of the Apostle, "I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord," for He hath promised, "sin shall not hav,c
dominion over you," and exult in the wave offering, joyously beholding
His breast, heart, and tenderest sensibilities before God and toward
m, yea, "touched with the feeling of our infirmities." Is there not,
further, a very striking correspondence. that "the heave offdring shall
be the priest's that offereth the blood?" so that, notwithstanding his
ministerial position and priv.ileges, this son of Aaron has a part in. the
heave offering under the' law; just as the Apostle Paul, 'under the
Gospel, declares his part in it, "So then with the. mind I myself serve
the .law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin" (Rom.. vii. 25).
Yet the present tense goes on, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh
but after the Spirit" (Rom. viii. 1). "Return, return, 0 Shulamite;
return, return, that we m~y look upon thee. Wha.t will. ye Sl1.e in the
Shulamite? As it were the company of two armies. How beautiful
are thy feet with shoes, 0 prince's daughter! The joints of thy
thighs are like jewels, the work of the hands of a cunning' workman"
(Song vi. 13; vii. 1).
Surely it was no chance thing that the
eye was directed to these harmonizing wor~s, for the Dame Shulamiteis the feminine of Solomon, of Shulem or Salem, perfection, peace. It
pqints to her birthplace and citizenship (Psalm ,lxxxvii. 5, 6); His
bride, the Church of Chri~t, called after His name (Jer. xxxiii. 6;
Acts xi. 26); and the two armies seen in her, exactly correspond to the
warfare of flesh and spirit, pure cakes and leavened bread; while the
P;rince's daughter, addressed in the openinll verse. of chapter vii., shows
the individual, personal application of it, lest we should conclude the
warfare related only to the body of believers in the world, and not to
the internal conflict in each soul. Let us look again at our "beautiful
shoes," as little children love to do, provided by our Prince, who is
the subject of the forty-sixth chapter, of Ezekiel. ,It is " the day of His
espousals" nail', to oach one composing His bride; the marriage will be
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consummated when His kingdom is come, and the title of Prince
merged in that of King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. xix. 7, 16).
We are to be "shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace," to
keep our feet in the narrow way that leadeth unto life. neither with
uncleanness upon us, nor saying' we: have no· sin (to-day), and .so
deceive ourselves (not others, for they quickly discern the dispanty
between lip and life), and when, after confession of fresh sin, we are
cleansed from all unrighteousness. "If we say we have not sinned
[at any hour] we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us," those
"·unleavened wafers anointed. with oil." . vVe are shown the secret
how" walk in the light" is maintained, in the added clause, "the
joints or thy thighs are like jewels, the work of the hands or a
cunning workman." Movement is .effected by the joints, they connect
the thighs with the loins and reins (Isaiah xi. 5) j they are dependent upon and useless without joint-oil, the holy unction, "according
to the effectual working in the measure of every part" (Eph. iv. 16).
Precious are the joints that contain this oil, like jewels (Mal. iii. 17),
the work of the hands of a cunning workman-" the cunning Artificer"
(Isaiah iii. 3), who feeds us "according to the integrity or His hea~t,"
with unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and wafers anointed WIth
oil, and the finest or the wheat mingled with oU, and guides us "by the
skilfulness of His hands" (Psalm lxxviii. i2). "By Him, therefo;e,
let us offer the sacrifice or praise to God continually," though WIth
every repetition or the thanksgiving we are careful not to omit our
heave offering of leavened bread. Thus will we "go unto the altar
of God, unto God my exceeding joy" (Psalm xliii. 4), "ror we also
joy ill God through our Lord Jesus Ohrist, by whom we have now
received the atonement." "Ani these things write we unto you, that
your joy may be full."
lI:LARY.
Leiceste1'.
I
(To be continued.)

MY SEAROH. .
I SOUGHT for satisfaction where
Ambition's finger lured me on,
I followed where she led;
The world her charms displayed;
Loudly she mocked my useless bait,
From every source I baffled turned.
And gave me stones for bread.
Yet onward still I strayed.
r saw from fa.r her gleaming fruit,
Heart.struck I ceased, my weary
And seized with eager haste;
search,
Alas! '1 found her vaunted sweets
True joy was not for me;
As ashes to my taste.
Then to my heart this message came,
" Come, and find rest in Me."
r sought among the seething cro)Vd
I rose-it was the Master's voice;
Ease for my restless mind;
To Him my griefs I brought:
I sought in earth's fair solitudes
Wrapped in the sunlight of His love,
True happiness to fipd,
I found what long I sought.
I sought in friendship's flowery
And
ye who still, unsatisfied,
bower
Grope in the shadowsd;rear,
My lonely heart to cheer;
But soon in disappointment. cried, ' . Come to His feet, and you shall find
Re::.l satisfaction here.
." No satisfaction here."
EDITH MARSH.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST;As THE ARK OF THE COVENANT.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
WE have a full description of the Ark of the Covenant, which was in
the Holy of holies, in Exodus. xxv. 10. It was made of shittim
wood (that is, acacia, very hard, durable, and fragrant), in the form
of a chest, of which the dimensions were-taking the cubit at
20 inches-4 ft. 2 in. ill length, 2 ft. 6 in. in breadth, and the same in
height. This chest was overlaid with pure gold, and a golden cornice
encircled its upper rim. Four rings, with accompanying staves, were
provided for its transportation from place to place during the wilderness journey, and upon it appeared the cherubim of. gold. Within this
holy vessel were the tables of the Law, the pot of manna, and Aaron's
rod that budded (Heb. ix. 4). The Ark was the most sacred object
connected with the worship of the .Tabernacle; and it was pre-eminently
the great type of ,the Lord Jesus, as the meeting-place between God
and man.
1. We must consider the materials of which it was constructed. The
incorruptible and fragrant wood of the acacia was an apt emblem of the
incorruptible and fragrant humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ; whilst
the pure gold shows forth the value, purity, and preciousness of His
Divine nature. In Emmanuel, the· God-Man, Jehovah meets poor
helpless transgressors, even as He did, in the days of old, fulfil His
. gracious promise, "I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat."
2. Its I01'TfL was that of .an ark, or chest, because it was designed t<>
contain treasure; and thus the saints' t~easure is all contained in Jesus.
" A. fulness resides in Jesus our Head,

That ever abides to answer our need.'"

He is" Our never.failing treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace."
3. Its contents. In the Ark the tables of the Law were preserved
from all danger' of being broken, and thus the Law was kept in the
Ark for the children of Israel. So in Christ the Law is kept for the
spiritual Israel of God. The holy Law preserved intact in Him
for them is Israel's refuge and Israel's hope. The Covenant of works
was fulfilled (not destroyed), magnified (not abrogated) in Him. See
Psalm xl. 8; Isaiah xlii. 21.
From Hebrews ix. 4, we learn that in the Holiest, where the Ark
was placed, were the pot of manna, and Aaron's rod that budded. The
manna was the bread of life to God's people perishing in the desert.
Aaron's rod that budded was an emblem of the perpetual, living, fruitful
priesthood of the Lord Jesus. . In everything we get frebh views and
glimpses of the loveliness of Christ. .
4. The crown of gold which adorned it represents the crown .and
kingdom of Him who is King of Zion, and who will one day be
crowned "Lord of all," when he takes up His rightful authority over
all. Now, there was not only the L1W in the Ark, but there was also-

',398

The Gospel Magaz£ne.

5. The Law of it. The rules relating to the Ark of the Covenant
were very stringent. It was to be borne ~nly by the priests from
one stage of their journey to another. In like manner the Ark of
Christ, who is the Truth, is borne. along from generation to generation, in the passage of the Church through the present wilderness,
by the royal priesthood. of believers, and by them alone. Again,
· the Ark was not to be looked .into (1 Sam. vi. 19, 20). No
humalleye can rest upon the uncovered Law. Apart from Christ, it
becomes the minister of death. Moreover, liO human hand mnst be
lifted up to touch the Ark, in the foolish, vain ,tbought that creature
help is required to preserve Christ and His truth from falling to the
ground. Some have perished in putting forth ,creature strength to keep
-(as they imagined) the Ark from perishing. It was this presumption
of unbe1ief which destroyed Uzzah (i Sarn. vi, 6, 7). Next we mark6. The p1'Opitiatm'?J cove'l'ing. . The golden covering of the golden Ark
'constituted the mercy seat, from which the Lord communicated with
His Israel, through the high priest. The L'1w kept in the Ark and
· <lovered by mercy, then, is the glorious piace where Jehovah hears and
answers prayer, accepts the atoning blood, bestows the pardon of sin,
and vouchsafes every favour. The ine1'Cy seat is the throne of grace!
··Volumes upon volumes would be required, ogether with an angel's
: pen, a .seraph's heart, and the leisure of eternity, to unfold the blessedness of this.
7. The cherubim. Much is mysterious about thest;l singular and
, symbolic figures standing so solemnly at either end of the Ark. A
dear and well-taught friend (a constant contribntor to this Magazine)
'thinks that "these Cherubim springing from, being all of one piece
· with (and being also of gold-Divine) the mercy seat may symbolise
the two other Persons in the glorious Trinity, who are equally
-<lngaged with the Son in the great work of salvation." However this
may be, we remember the VOICE (the Father) and the DOVE (the
Holy Ghost) overshadowed the MERCY SEAT as He ascended up from
the waters of baptism. Here is the Trinity in Unity, and from the
.midst of the perfections of the Trinity the glory of J ehovah shines.
-.But we look lower at8. The staves. As the Ark· was carried by these staves from place
to place, so Christ is carried in His \lame, truth, and Gospel by the
preaching of the Word. They were never. to be taken out of their
: rings, but ever remain in readiness to proceed onwards at God's
.command; which seems not obscurely to signify that there is no prolonged rest here below for Christ or B;is Church. However, the
·:staves were to be so placed that the ends of the!Jl were visible in the
,Holy. place without the veil (1 Kings viii. 8); which some think
..signified that "the Gospel, which testifies of Christ, can ·never be
'wholly suppressed or hidden."
9. The hist01'y of the Ark is an epitome of the history of the
,sojourn of Christ in this world, iJ;l. many aspect~, of "which the following are examples: First, the Ark went before Israel in the wilde!ness
· {Numb. x. 33-36); so the Lord Jesus went before His people in
· -temptation, pain; humility, sorrow, and death. Secondly, a· miraculous
'-:power resided in the Ark (2 Chron. vi. 41). By it Jordan was
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divided, and tbe road to Oanaan opened (Joshua iii. 14-17); Dagon
was shattered (1 Sam. v. 1-4); and Jericho was destroyed (Josh. vi.
'16-20): Such manifestations of power are seen in the antitypical ArR,
in His making a way. for Israel to the heavenly Oanaan through
floods of wrath, in the overthrowing of idols, and in the ultimate
destruction of the Jericho of this world. Lastly, the resting-place
of the Ark was found finally in the Temple on Mount Zion; and in
the Temple of the living .God on high, in Mount Zion, the heavenly
Jerusalem, now rests the true Ark of the New Oovenant, Ohrist Jesus
our Lord, in all the loveliness of His Person and work; to whom be
everlasting praises, world without end.
Bath.
. E. O.
THE REDEE1ITD I~ GLORY.
· "THE Lord hath loved His people" '2. Chron ii. 11). He loved
them with a love free and sovereign. The people to whom these
words were first spoken, the children of Israel, weril the objects of
His love; not in consequence of anythiI!g which was found in them
deserving of it; He did not set His love upon them on this account,
but" because He loved them," "so it seemed good in His sight." And,
oh, how true is this of the spiritual Is:rael, of whom the ancient
Israelites were the type! It is a free and so,ereign love to them, it
was even so because it seemed good in the sight of J ehovah. It is
· also a comprehensive love. It has heigh ' and depths which pass all
~omprehension. It is everlasting love. The loving-kindness of Jehovah
· is." from everlasting," it stretches from e .amity back, and it is to everlasting "unto those that fear Him." No OO-A-U8e they fear Him; it
was fixed on them before they existed, for it existed in eternity past.
It is a most productive love, for we mm trace up everything which
the child of God enjoys on earth, and which he will enjoy in heaven,
to that ,great love wherein He loved His people when they were" dead
in trespasses and sins."
Now we see this brought to perfection, in plucking poor ,sinners as
brands out of the fire, and, bringing them to appear before His
presence, in white robes and palms in their hands. With white robes,
denoting their complete and verfect righteousness in Ohrist; and with
pilins in their hands, denoting the great and glorious victory they
have obtained through grace.-Watts Wilkinson. .
THE elect had. long desired to be near the Lord; now they are
invited to come, and be for ever with Him (Matt. xxv. 34).- They had
often been in fears about their blessedness; now they are pronounced
bles? d for ever. Poor in spirit they had been, and mostly in temporals;
now they are called to a kingdom: yea, called .through grace to inherit
it, as princes of the blood-royal, having the blood of heaven in their
. veins by birth; a kingdom pJ'epal'ecl for them before they hali a being,
yea, before the foundation of the world: prepared by electi.o.n for yo1l i
_not a single throne being left vacant, or occupied by l!<ny except t~e
person for whom it was intended.-Rev. J. Berl'idge.
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WELL-SPRINGS.
11 Why seek ye the living cmwng the dead?
He is not hm'e, He is 1'isen.'
-LUKE xxiv. 5, 6.
IN travelling 80me little ~ime since on the Great Eastern line, as the
train sped on its way to the great Metropolis, we passed the scene of
the large outlying. burial ground at Ilford, and much that the eye
took in at a glance gave food for contemplation. There were many
mourning groups scattered about at the various gra.ves. One, where
the clergyman was just committing all that was mortal to the dust
from whence it came; some planting flowers, others quietly talking
together, One solitary woman I saw at a grave, weeping, and her
bowed head, lost to all else going on around her in this place of life
and death, suggested that she perhaps had los~ all that was her joy
and stay in life, Oh for an angel, a bright shining one, a watcher
to point upwards, to tell, "He is not here, He is risen," I mentally exclaimed; "Why seek ye the living among the dead ~ " Oh for a faith
that will pierce death's dark cloud, and rise superior to these fleeting,
changing, dying things of time, and fix her hope in a risen Lord, an
exalted Saviour.
May the words speak thus to us. Beloved, le~ us ask ourselves and
each other, "Where dwellest thou ?-and tlwu?" A...--e we among the living
or the dead ~ Are we seeking true joys above, or content with earth's
baubles still ~ Are our every-day fri&nds and ~-ociations among the
living or the dead ~ Is our face set Zionward ~ are our desires thitherward, or is there any compromise cherished, any lulling t{) sleep in
the chamber of indifference, any pandering, and for one moment consenting to temptation,which must assuredly rob us of our peace and
deter that growth in grace so desirable and hris honouring ~ Is ere
any mixing with the unholy seed, any communing and ~ociating
ourselves with a strange people to learn their ways? Jg your comp!l.nionship that of Israel or Egypt ~ It is one hiD o to be called of
God, and commanded to go down into Egyp when His presence is
promised, but quite another to choose Sodom, as did Lot. Remember
his end! He was plucked thence, by the mercy of his GOO, as a brand
. from the burning, but only just with his life; for we read not of any
shining acts or prominent graces in him there, nor of his influence fol'
good to the inhabitants of that wicked city, the seen - in which, we
read, "vexed his righteous soul from day to d~." On the other hand,
should the Lord have a work to be accomplished in and by you, and
He choose to place you in such an uIlcongenial sphere for a time,' He
will give the needed grace, the right season for the word, the
appointed issue of it all, and the deliverance from contamination.
That is His work, and He will see that nothing shall by any means
harm His child. Let us remember, we cannot touch fire without
expecting to be burned. 'Ve cannot mix with the ungodly without all
that is carnal within us learning their ways, and too gladly following
them. . We cannot sit at ease without the spiritual life suffering loss.
. We cannot sleep, throwing off watchfulness and soberness, without
weakening our strength and giving the enemy an advantage over us;
for he is ever active, ever on the watch, like a roaring lion greedy for
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bis prey. Let us, therefore, beware, and desire with Moses to "choose
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach Of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt."
., I want my distinction from the world," wrote the late dear JOSEPH
IRONS, "to be spiritual. I want my distinction from the world to be
an habitual leaning upon Christ, a walking with God, an abstractedness
from the world, an abhorrence of sin, a hating of the garments
spotted with the flesh, a thirst for holiness, a panting for God, a
familiarity with Him in secret, and a hright shining walk and conversation." Blessed desires, dear man of God! May they be re-echoed
in the heart of reader and writer.
In marked contrast to the irksomeness of mixing with the ungodly,
whether it be of necessity in our daily calling, or of our weak heart's
sinful choice, which will assuredly prove to be vanity and vexation of
spirit, are not seasons recalled to one's mind, and the memory of them
refreshingly sweet as an oasis is in the desert to the weary footsore
traveller, when the Lord has graciously permitted the meetiug of
kindred spirits of those with whom "we took sweet counsel together,
and walked to the house of God in company;" to whose conversation
(lur hearts kindled and burned within us, and whose helpful search into
the living Word, blessed by the Holy pirit's enlightening counsel,
brought to view sweet glimpses of Christ, the sum and substance of
that Word 1 I say, do we not treasure such remembrance, and desire
<c abundantly to utter the memory of His great goodness 1"
Ob, how
we long to praise Him more for that time of Jehovah Shammab, at
that growing time, or perhaps some moment of special revelation. Yea,
(lnce' ., having tasted that the Lord is gracious," we feel more and more
dissatisfied with anything short of a living, present, grace-bestowing,
life-sustaining Christ. Among His living children, as members of that
same and one .family, our place is and should be found. May our
hearts be oftener where our affections are. It is no secret of science
but an undisputed fact, that life must come from life and feed upon
ife. If true then of nature, how much more of grace! "I am crucified
with Ohrist: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Ohrist liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me." Does not this trace all
our affections up to the Fountain Head 1 " Why seek the living among
the dead 1" or, as the margin gives it, "Why seek Him that liveth among
the dead 1" Re had spoken it j and sad is it to recall the fact, that His
enemies remembered His words before His resurrection, and His
disciples not until after. "Now the next day that followed the day of
the preparation" (records Matthew), "the chief priests and Pharisefs
came together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that deceiver said,
while He was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. Oommand
therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest His
disciples come by night, and steal Him away, and say unto the people,
He is risen from the dead" (ah! how Satan would have hindered that
master miracle of the God-Man if he could) : " so the last error shall be
worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your
way, make it as .sure as ye can." Yes," make it as sure as ye can i "
2 D
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and yet, puny man, with your band of soldiers, your heavy and sealed
stone, where are you ~ .How do you withstand when the Lord of
resurrection life and glory choose!! to come forth ~
"Vain the watch, the stone, the sea.l,
Christ hath burst the gates of hell;
Death in vain forbids Him rise,
Christ hath opened Paradise."
If we turn to Luke's Gospel we read how when the women" and certain
others with them" gathered to the sepulchre "with the spices which
they had prepared," and were filled with astonishment when they entered
in and found not their Lord, but were told, whilst" they were much
perplexed thereabout," that He was not there, but risen, as He had
said, "they 1'ememlll3'recl His wOTds," and they returned and told it to the
disciples, to whom it "seemed as idle tales, and they believed them.
not;" so much that Peter ran unto the sepulchre to stoop and look in ;whilst, again, in John'!! Gospel, when our Lord had been declaring of
the temple of His body "in three days I will raise it up"-" When
therefore He was risen from the dead, His disciples Temembe1"ecl that He
had said this unto them." Is not this a warning to us ~ See how
busy Satan is. May we be more on our watch tower, and kept in more
humble, waiting dependence upon our Great Remembrancer, who shall
show us all things, and bring to mind all things that He hath spoken,
even whatsoever He hath said unto us.
"Why seek ye the living among the dead ~ He is not here, He
is risen'; as He said." Then, do not our hearts ascend above to the
Lord of life and glory ~ If we as believer" never once think of Him
as in the sepulchre, beyond the precious truth that thus it behaved
Him to fulfil all righteousness, and that He perfumed the grave forHis children's sake, by permitting His precious body to rest there in
hope; if we seek and desire to find those things that are above, why
should we not also desire ever to view our beloved ones in the lightof eternity, and see them-not in the grave that may contain the'
precious body, and hold sacred God's redeemed dust, waiting for the
adoption-but their spirits with "just men made perfect," their souls
in the enjoyment of heavenly bliss 1 They are seated with Him in
heavenly places. Our hopes do not lie buried in the grave! Oh"
bless God for that! and let it speak to us whenever our weeping hearts
mourn over the sleeping remains of some loved one. Let the words
of the shining ones repeat themselves to us, ""\Vhy seek ye the living
among the dead ~ He is not here, He is risen; remember how Hespake unto you."
"Christ in you, the hope of glory;" and, says the Apostle, "If we
hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it." So
that we are living in anticipation, in hope, in expectation, and satisfaction at something promised as sure and certain; "for if in this
life only we have hope, then are we of all men most miserable."
Whilst the very heavens shall perish, "Thou remainest," and in Thee
"Thy sheep shall never perish." "For we are saved by hope," we
live in hope, we are sustained in hope, we glory in hope. " Whilewe look net at the things which are seen, but at 'the things which.
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are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, out the
things which are not seen are eternal." Beloved, in thy trials and
sorrows look above. Take the angels' message to thy heart, and bid
it speak forcibly to thee, that, when tempted by overmuch sorrow
to look downward or within, thou mayest recall the glorious message,
to thy soul's comfort, thy heart's joy, and faith's anticipation, "Why
seek ye the living among the dead ~. He is not here, He is risen."
In the spirit-breathed prayer of the sainted Dr. WATTS we cry"Descend from heaven, immortal
D~~

Stoop down and take us on Thy
wings,
And mount and bear us far above
The reach of these \nfericr
things-

" Beyond,

beyond

this

lower

~~

Up where eternal ages roll;
Where solid pleasures never
die,
And fruits immortal feast the
soul."
R.

THE SCAPEGOAT.
BLOOD is our peace; sin seen in its trne light-sin felt in its strong
power-is misery's misery, and an~uish more than . scorpion's sting.
The broken heart is one abode of woe. The wounded conscience
writhes, but cannot rest. But when the Spirit shows the blood all
dread forebodings cease, and proves that peace is signed in heaven; it
places pardon in the happy hand. The blood has a sin.killing power.
It clasps the Saviour and treads down His foe. The blood drives
Satan back; there is no place impervions to his tread; there is no
moment free from his approach; no palace and no hut exclude. He
has a key for every chamber, every pew; no busy hours are too full
for him; no stillness is too still. Nothing can possibly daunt him but
the precious blood. The blood bars hell j those cells cannot admit a
Christ-washed soul. If it be possible, let such approach: the chains
refuse to touch; the gnawing worm can find no prey; the jailor drops
his keys. My soul, see to it that this blood of the Scapegoat is
yours. It is the only safeguard from hell. The blood removes all
hindrances to heaven. Behold the countless multitudes before the
throne. All nations, kindreds, people, tongues swell the vast throng.
But every robe is white, and every hand uplifts a palm. Whence
came they? They have "washed their robes, and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb." This blood of the Scapegoat fills heaven with
songs; the rallsomed fall down before the Lamb. This is the substance of their mighty song, "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us
to God by Thy blood." Angels sing, "Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain." They cannot sing this glorious song who have not washed
on earth.-Deal~ Law.
!'PUT the holy ark in the house." Ah! here is the sum and substance of the whole matter, and this is what we need-Jesus in our
midst made All and in all. Go into the sanctuary where Jesus is
faithfully and fully preached, and, behold, the ark is there, and it is
the Holy of holies to the soul.-Ge01·ge Cowell.
2D2
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THE ONLY MEASURE OF THE· LOVE OF CHRIST.
"As the Father hath lo'Ced 111e, so hare I loved you: continue ye in My
love. If ye keep M.'IJ commandments, ye shall abide in My love; even as
I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in His love. These
things luwe I .<poken unto you, th'Jt My joy might ?'emain in you, and that
your joy might be jull,"-JOHN xv, V-ll.
OF our adorable Lord Jesus it might always be said, "Never man
spake like this Man;" but as we listen to His last qiscourse to His
dear disciples, we are disposed to· say, "Thou hast kept the good wine
until now." He had partaken with them the Passover feast. He had
instituted another feast, to be observed by His followers, in remembrance of Him. Judas had gone out, and He was alone with the
eleven true-hearted Apostles. Notwithstanding His accumulating sorrows,
He is taking" pleasure in His people" (Psalm cxlix. 4).· They were
"clean through the word which He had spoken unto them" (John
xv. 3), and He saw that, through His grace, they would be fruitbearing branches (verse 16). He was with them as the true Paschal
Lamb, rejoicing to see them safe under the stelter of His blood, and
so feasting on Him as to find His flesh meat indeed, and His blood
drink indeed to their souls. He was with them, too, as the Bridegroom, rejoicing in these representatives of the Bride, and looking
forward to the "joy set before Him," in the final and eternal gathering to Himself of all His redeemed, when "the marriage of the Lamb
is come, and His wife hath made herself ready" (Rev. xix. 7).
As a Saviour with His saved ones, and as a Bridegroom with His
Bride, He unfolds in this wonderful discourse, and the prayer which
follows, some of the deepest depths of His heart. I desire to draw
attention to these three verses, which appear to me full of most precious, helpful, and comforting truth. They unfold to our souls-I. The
measure of the love of Christ; n. His desire that we should abide in
that love; Ill. The condition on which we may so abide; and, IV. The
results of abiding. May God the Holy Spirit glorify Christ in our
eateem as we consider and seek to contemplate these marvels of grace.
1. The measll1'e of the love of Christ. " As the Father hath loved Me,
so have I loved you." This is the only line long enough to, measure
the love of Christ to His own. It has "breadth, and length, and
depth, and height," "which passeth knowledge" (Eph, iii. 18,19). It
is real, true, perfect, infinite love. It admits of no degrees, no limits,
no measure but the immeasurable, unlimited love of J ehovah the
Father to Jehovah the Son.
(a) It is a personal love which the Father bears to the Son, and
it is a personal love which the Son bears to Ris people. From the
opened heaven the Father speaks the word, "Thou art My beloved
Son" (Luke iii. 22), and J.esus says, "As the Father hath loved
Me," personally, individually, "so have I loved you." It is true
that "Christ loves the Church, and gave Himself for it" (Eph.
v. 25), but it is equally true that each believer may say with Paul,
,; Who loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20). Of the
favoured family at Bethany, it is not said that Jesus loved them as a
family, though that was true, but ".Jesus loved Martha, and her sister,
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and Lazarus" (John xi. 5). It was such a love that perfectly knew
and adapted itself to the characteristics, the circumstances, and the need
of each, as though he or she were the only one, in heaven or earth,
to be loved and cared for. The high priest of old bore the names of
the twelve tribes of Israel, graven on precious stones, on his shoulders,
and on his heart; but our great High Priest does not bear us in
tribes only, but sustains each one of His people on His shoulders of
almighty power, and wears, as an ornament, each one of His jewels
on His heart of infinite love. Every hair of every head of His
redeemed is numbered, every step ordered, every event controlled and
overruled for good by this infinite Lover of their souls. Dear child of
God, it is your Lord's will that you should know and believe, and
remember and enjoy this personal love.
(iJ) It is everlasting love which the Father bears to the Son, and it
is everlasting love which the Son bears to each one of His people. In
His wonderful prayer, as recorded in John xvii., Jesus says to His
Father, "Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world"
(verse 240). The everlasting love of the Father to His beloved Son in
the past is beautifully expressed in Proverbs viii. 22-31, where the
Lord Jesus, under the character of "Wisdom," says: "The Lord
possessed Me in the beginning of His way, before His works of old.
I was set up from everlasting', from he beginning, or ever the earth
was . • .• Then I was by Him as one brought up with Him; and I
was daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him. It is impossible
to conceive a point of time, when the eternal Father began to love
His eternal Son, or any point of time when that love will cease. Is
.it not wonderful that our blessed Lord, in the full knowledge of this,
should say, "As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you 'I ,But it is confirmed by such words as, "I have loved thee with a~
everlasting love" (Jer. xxxi. 3), and in the deeply-important passage
already referred to, in Proverbs viii., He is represented as saying, with
reference to the pre-creation ages of eternity, that He was then
"rejoicing in the habitable part of His earth, and My delights were
with the sons of men" (verse 31). Here, beloved fellow-believer, is solid
ground for our feet to stand upon. If the Lord had begun to love
us when we began to trust in Him, or when we began to feel our
need of Him, we might well fear that as it had a beginning in
time, it might have all ending also j but if it has existed in His
infinite heart from "before the foundation of the world j " if He
received us then as a love gift from His Father j if He then undertook to be our Surety, our Substitute, our Redeemer, our Husband,
there is no room for fear that He will fail in faithfulness to His
Oovenant engagements, or in the love of His heart. No, no; we
shall prove throughout a blissful eternity that, "having loved His
own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end"
(John xiii. 1).
"One there is above all others,
Well deserves the name of Friend;
His is love .beyond a brother's,
Oostly, free, and knows no end;
ThflY who once His kindness prove,
Find it everlasting love."
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(c) It was with an unchanging love the Father loved the Son, and it
i8 with an unchanging love the Son loves His people. It is impossible
io think of the love of the Father as changeable towards His beloved
Son, or of its being at any time less than perfect with all infinite
perfection. The manifestation of the perfect love may vary-from the
sitting Him on His throne (Rev. iii. 21), amid the acclamations of
the heavenly host (Psalm xxiv. 7-10), to the mysterious hiding of the
face in the hour of deepest need on the cross (Mark xv. 34). There
was no variableness, or shadow of turning, in the love of the Father's
heart, and the manifestation of that love was perfectly suited to the
circumstances. It may appear to us that when our blessed Lord was
driven by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil
(Mark i. 12), or when in Gethsemane "His sweat was as it were
great drops of blood falling down to the ground" (Luke xxii. 44),
or when He cried out in the darkness and agony of the cross; "My
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" that the flame of the
Father's love was burning less brightly, if not extinguished altogether.
We are not left, however, to our own thoughts. The Lord Himself
has told us that the flame was not less bright, but in some respects
more so. "Therefore doth :My Father love Me, because I lay down
My life" (John x. 17). As the Substitute of His sinful people, enduring
the curse which they deserved, He was forsaken of God, the holy,
righteous Judge; but as the eternally beloved Son and the perfectly
obedient Servant, He was personally as mnch loved and as precious as
ever. Let us again hearken to His words, "As the Father hath loved
Me, so have I loved you." Not only without cessation, but without
variation. His love is never less, and can never be more than perfect. It may be abundant in its manifestation, or it may be reskained,
but at the fountain head it is ever the same. It is not on account of
any worthiness in us, or any meritorious act done, or ever to be done,
by us, that He so loves us. It is simply and entirely because we, weak,
ignorant, sinful, guilty creatures in our~elves, belong to Him as the
gift of the Father. He ever sees us in that perfection and glory to
which we are predestinated, and to which He is bringing us in union
with Himself, cleansed by His blood, clothed in His righteousness, comely
in His comeliness, perfectly conformed to His image (Rom. viii. 29).
The dealings of the Lord may be very various in providence and grace.
He may give us health or sickness, wealth or poverty, prosperity or
adversity, sweet domestic peace and happiness, or the trial of discord
and disturbance, but He has wise reasons for it all, and can overrule
all for good. He may have to convince of sin, to humble to the dust,
to expose to fiery temptation, to appear not to hear our cry or to regard
our distress; or He may shed abroad His love in our hearts, smile
upon us in His grace, and give us foresights and foretastes of heavenly
bliss; but, amid all, His love is the same. It may be love complacent
in our humble, confident.. obedient walk, or it may be love grieved
with our coldness, waywardness, unbelief, and sin, but His love is ever
the same. ,A mother's love is as full and strong when she is weeping
and breaking her heart over her wayward child, as when she is thrilled
with joy at his filial obedience and affection. Never doubt, dear child
of God, your precious Saviour's love, or your heavenly Father's love,
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which is precisely the same (John xvii. 23). Remember that you can
gratify that love or grieve it, but never, never doubt its reality or
depth.
"Hence, through all the changing "Soon shall all the blood-bought
seasons,
children
Trouble, sorrow, sickness, woe,
Round the throne their anthems
Nothing changes God's affection,
raise;
Abba's love shall bring us
And, in songs of rich salvation,
through.
Sbout to Abba endless praise."
(d) The love of the Father to the Son is a bountiful love, and the
love of Ohrist to His people is bountiful likewise. John the Baptist
said truly, "The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things
into His hands (John Hi. 35). The Faithful Witness Himself said, " The
Father loveth the Son, and showeth Him all things that Himself doeth "
(John v. 20). He knew perfectly well that nothing that would be for
His good would be withheld, as He said, "Thinkest thou that I cannot
now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give me twelve legions
of angels 1" (Matt. xxvi. 53.) It is in the view of this that our Lord
says, "As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you." He taught
Paul to say to the Oorinthian believers, "all things are yours" (1 001'.
iii. 21). He said to His' eleven Apostles, "All things that I have heard
of My Father I have made known unto you" (John xv. 15). He withholds no thing and conceals no truth that would be for our good. If
He is "Heir of all things" (Reb. i. 2), we are joint heir.;; with Him ,.
(Rom. viii. 17). In His love He listens to our e'(ery prayer which
by His Spirit He has awakened ,in out' hearts, and He says, "If ye
shall ask anything in My name, I will do it" (John xiv. 14). Has
He not given Himself unto death for us ~ Has He not given Himself to us 1 Has He not given the Holy Spirit to dwell in us, to
teach us, to guide us, to sanctify us. Is it not His will to have us
with Himself (John xvii. 24) and like Himself (1 John iii. 2) for eved
Let us seek grace to rest in this love, and ever to love and praise and
serve Him for it. Let us be assured that-

"Best of blessings He'll provide us,
Nought but good shall e'er betide ,us,
Safe to glory He will guide usOh, how He loves!"
(e) The love which the Father bears to the Son is a love that
delights in the presence, the nea:mess, and the confidence of its object.

This is a feature of true love even on earth. It is so self-evident
that it needs no proof. Even when our blessed Lord was on earth
Scripture speaks of Him as being" in the bosom of the Father" (John
i. 18). That was His place from all eternity past, and it is His
place now and for ever. Another 'rich expre~sion tells how the Father
delights to have His beloved Son near, and at the same time to
bestow on Him the greatest possible honour is-" When He had by
'Himself purged. our sins, sat down on the rigbt hand. of tbe 'M.ajesty
on high" (Reb. i. 3); "in His throne" (Rev. iii. 21). It is with
reference to this also our Lord says, "As the Father bath loved
Me, so bave I loved you." He is ever saying, as J oseph to his
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brethren, "Come near to Me, I pray you" (Gen. xlv. 4). We cannot
be too near, or too confiding in our loving Lord. Even" the disciple
whom Jesus loved," who leaned on His breast at supper, was not
repulsed or blamed. Yea, it was to this confiding heart that He
entrusted His mother in the hour of her greatest woe (John xix. 27).
It is this loving desire to have us near that led Him to say in His
prayer, c' Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me,
be with Me where I am" (John xvii. 24), and that led Him to say,
"Continue ye in My love."
(To be continued.)

REJOICING IN OUR KING.
"Let the children of Zion be fmjful in their King."-PsALM .:xlix. 2.
JUST now our thoughts are directed to our beloved QUEEN, as loyal
English people, who love her dearly, and thank God from our hearts
for having spared her so long to us. We crave the blessing of the
King of kings upon her, praying that He will yet prolong her valued
life to the love and joy of her people for many years. The heart of
her people is with her even as her heart is with us. She has mourned
with Ull in calamities, and rejoiced with us in prosperity, and we, too,
he has been to us as a
have been one with her in her sorrow and joy.
MOTHER QUEEN. Now, we read in the Book of books (Prov. xxi. 1), that
"the king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as tile rivers of water:
He turneth it whithersoever He wilL" To Him we owe the mercy
that has crowned England for sixty years with not only a wise and
good QUEEN, but also a QUEEN with a warm, loving, sympathizing heart,
enabling us most truly of VICTORIA to,i

Sing with heart and voice,
God save the QUEEK."

Turning from the earthly to the heavenl.v, from the temporal to the
spiritual, how much more as children of Zion should we be joyful in
our King. "Children of Zion," how much of grace and glory is
comprehended in that expression. "If of Zion's ciy I, through grace,
a member am," oh what abundant sources of joy. Just let us look
at two or three descriptions of Zion, out of the many, many beautifu~
verses that might be selected.
First, "God will save Zion" (Psalm lxix. 35). The children of Zion
are thus a saved people-saved from sin, from death, and wrath; saved
to praise, and holiness, and joy for ever.
Then, the foundation of Zion. "Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a mre foundation."
Thus the absolute security of the children of Zion is assured with thefoundation-Christ, who is tried, precious, and sure beyond expression.
What volumes those few words suggest to the heart of the child of
Zion.
Again we read, "Everyone of them in Zion appeareth before God"
(Psalm viii. 4). Oh, dear reader, how love thrills in the words,
" everyone! " What personality in the love of God! It is not a.
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love to a number bodily, but to each child individually; not to us,
but to thee and me. "Everyone appeareth before God." We might
shudder with the thought of appearing before a holy, heart-searching
God, but for the knowledge that "God will save Zion," that we
appear before Him in Christ" and therefore, of Him and in Him, are
"without fault before the throne of God."
And then. again, Zion is a loved city. "The Lord loveth the gates
of Zion" (p.,alm lxxxvii. 2). Another verse occurs, "Yea, He loved
the people" (Deut. xxxiii. 3). And that is indeed the "happy
city" where love reigns. Another sweet feature is "His dwellingplace in Zion" (Psalm lxxvi. 2). Where He dwells is bliss indeed.
There is a very sweet reciprocative passage in Isaiah xxx. 19, "The
people shall dwell in Zion."
So they with Him and He with them,
King and people, Father and children, united through endless ages of
praise and songs of redemption, of full, free, sovereign salvation, dwell
together in Zion, "the Holy One of Israel in the midst" (Isaiah
xii. 6).
')
These are just a very few characteristics of Zion-salvation, security,
His presence, love, and home, the d welling-place. What, then, of "the
children of Zion," the "sons and daught.ers of the Lord Almighty 1"
The very term children implies inalienable possession. And as we
consider what we were, and what we are by grace, we may well
"cry out and shout" (Isaiah xii. 6), and be joyful in our King. In
p.,alm lxxxvii. 5, we read, "Of Zion it shall be said, This and that
man was born in her: and the Highest Himself shall establish her."
Thus Zion is our birthplace, and has a doubly dear claim. We cling
to our native places on earth. Wherever a son or daughter of England
goes, he or she carries Eng-land in the heart j how much more with
the being born again! With such an inheritance, with such a birth.
place, with such a dwelling-place, savoo, preserved, and glorifiedwell may the children of Zion be joyful in their King.
Even here, where, the Apostle tells m, we are" the temple of God"
(1 Cor. iii. 16), His dwelling-place, realizing His wondrous grace and
redemption and love, may we not even now be joyful in our King 1
Oh, child of Zion, we are witnesses here; let us manifest that our
King is good, and glorify Him. "Whoso ofi'ereth praise glorifieth
Me ;" may it be evident to all that we are in very deed one with
Him, and He with us.
Then, again, let us sound these words even more deeply. What is
the theme of joy 1 It is not merely p'ersonal salvation and security;
not the glory of the city, or the warmth and freedom and love in the
home; no, the joy is holier, purer, more exalted than this, ,. Let the
children of Zion be joyful in their King."
"Oh Christ He is the Fountain,
The deep, sweet well of love."
He is all the joy, and the other joys of salvation, love, and glory are
included in Him, for He is All in all.
Let us sound one more depth in this joy, and that is the expression,
"In their King." This is more, dear child of Zion, than joy fm' thy
King, or with thy King. Thy union with Him is so close, so absorbent,
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so tender, that of His children He sayl', "I in them, and they in Me."
The joy all merged in one mutual, personal, unified joy; was ever
such King, ever such people 1 "Saved with an everlasting salvation!"
We, too, as children of Zion, would hold our Jubilee of rejoicing continually, and be joyful in our King.
Many of our earthly sovereign's subjects will not be able to have a
glimpse of her, but of Zion's King, "evej'y one of them in Zion appeareth
before Him," They not only "see His face," but He, too, sees every
one of His people, and knows them, even the very worst, far more
than they know the inmost intricacies of sin; and yet-and yet-" In
His love and in His pity He redeemed them," and will glorify them.
We also shall appear with Him in glory, one with Christ.
And so we sum up all in the beautiful words of Mrs. COUSIN'S
bymn" The Lamb is all the 2lorv
Of Immanuel's land." •
11

Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King."
NETTlE.

GOD'S

ISRAEL.

(DECTBRONOMY

xxxiii. 29.)

IN . this sweet portion is each true believer'" lot.
This heritage
It may be claimed by :loll who
descends to all the children of faith.
to the end of time put their trust in J eSUI', bathe in His precious
blood, put on His righteousness, and are the temple of His Spirit.
Here are the pastures in which they are all privileged to ff;ed. Happy
art thou, dear child of God! "who is like unto thee!" What is the
first element of this happiness 1 What is the richest savour in this cup 7
What is the sweetest music in this note 1 What is the brightest
jewel in this crown 7 It is salvation realized. "Who is like unto
Saved-so that God is your Father, heaven
thee, 0 people saved!"
is your home, a throne of glory your high seat, and hallelujahs your
eternal song. Is not this real happineSjl1 This joy lifts up from
earth at once. Let clouds of trial gathp,r, let billows of affiiction toss,
let sneers, threats, and persecution assail, he heart which clasps
al'surance of salvation sits high above all other trouble. There is no
darkness where this true light shines. "Happy ar thou, 0 Israel:
who is like unto thee, 0 people saved!" Mark well, salvation is the
Father's will. He writes the book of life, He frames the covenant
of grace.
He cannot and will not change; He cannot be diverted
from His plans. None can obliterate His fixed decrees; they must
be saved for whom He purposes salvation. Salvation is also the work
of Jesus-" He is able to save to the uttermost." By His blood He
puts out the penal flames; by His right hand He tears down the
gates of hell, and clears away all hindrance. They must be saved for
whom He works out salvation. Saved by Christ is sure salvation.
The Eternal Spirit speeds on His wings of love to lend His aid; Re
opens blinded eyes to see the glories of the cross; He shows the
grace and beauty of the dying Lamb.-Dean Law.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
A CHANGE OF PASTORATE.
A CHANGE of pastorate occasionally seems desirable both as regards
pastor and people. Of course circumstances alter cases, and there may
be cases in which a long-continued pastorate is very desirable; the
pastor thoroughly suits his flock, and his ministry is so blessed to them,
that it would be an unwise thing to interrupt it; moreover, a pastor of
many years' standing may have a hold over his flock which.a new pastor
would not-humanly speaking-be able to attain to for a very long time;
the former knows the charao'.er and needs, the strong points and the
weak points of different members of his flock, and he may be able to
make use of that knowledge for their temporal and spiritual advantage;
whereas, a new pastor comes amongst them without that knowledge.
]But generally speaking, a ch!l.nge of pastorate arouses new interest, gives
a pastor a fresh field for the exercise of his ministry, and the change
<If teaching may be a means of presenting new and edifying views of
truth to attentive hearers, and of stirring up and arresting the attention
of inattentive hearers, in a way which the Holy Spirit may be pleased
greatly to bless.
In a lengthened ministry a pastor may, perhaps unconsciously, get
into a sort of rut or groove; and, although he may endeavour to avoid
it, his ideas and his preaching may be marked with a sameness which
may be .very noticeable to his hearers. I was amused some time ago by
one of my hearers, a farmer, meeting me on the road, and saying, "I
thank you for your sermon of last Sunday evening. Do tell me when
it comes 1'ound again, because I should like a frip-nd to hear it." I was
not aware that my sermons were in the habit of "coming round" again
in regular course, fer they are not written, and there is such an
abundance of subjects and ideas brought forward in the Word of God,
that a pastor who at all carefully studies that Word ought not to lack
variety in his preaching; but my hearer's remark was certainly
suggestive.
Some such thoughts as these have repeatedly occurred to my mind, and
it happened that they did so again one morning in last February, when I
was sitting reading and meditating in my study before breakfast. Afterwards, to my great surprise, I found on the breakfast-table a letter
from the courteous Secretary of the excellent Evangelical patrons, the
Simeon Trustees, asking I!!e whether I could see my way to accept a
living in Berkshire, that of Hatford, near Faringdon, which was in
their gift, and the Rector of which, an aged and godly man, had just
died. How quickly a single letter may sometimes turn the current of
one's thoughts, and what conflicting emotions it may arouse! In this
case, of course, the inquiry was a very important one, and it called
for much thought and earnest prayer. It was no light matter to
break up one's home, and to enter upon an entirely new and strange
one j to sever the link which had bound one to one's parish and congregation for seventeen years, and to begin one's ministry again in an
hitherto unknown place. One thing seemed plain, namely, that it was
desirable to go and see the place, and to obtain some further information about it; and consequently, after waiting a few days to allow the
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family of the deceased Rector time to recover in some measure from
the shock of his death, which had occurred suddenly, my clear wife
and I made our way to Faringdon. Faringdon is a nice clean-looking
country town, and its climate and that of the surrouncling neighbourhood is said to be very salubrious and bracing. Here the saintly and
revered HENRY BARNE, whose portrait appeared in this Magazine a few
years ago, ministered with much acceptance and blessing for twenty-nine
years; and we found that he is still remembered with gratitude and
affection. After a brief rest, and some refreshment, we hired a
conveyance, and drove out to the proposed parish. The country, as
we passed along, looked beautiful. On the right hand was a chain of
fine hills, one of which is marked by the well-known White Horse, a.
record of a great victory which was ",,:on by King Alfred and his
brother over the Danes. In front was an extensive view over plains
and vales. On the left-hand was a wooded eminence, from which a
very fine view can be obtained of parts of several counties. As we
neared the parish to which we were bound, we naturally looked out
with some eagerness to see what it was like, and the impression
which it produced upon us was decidedly prepossessing. We found
that it consists chiefly of a small village, advantageously situated,
with a beautiful and new church, the gift of an excellent and most
generous man, who was for a short time R~c or of the parish, the
late Rev. SAMUEL PAYNTER. There is a good rectory-house, also largely
built by the munificence of the same generous benefactor j and there
is an ancient manor-house, which is said to have been at one time
inhabited by the son of the poet Chaucer. The patronage of the
parish has long been in Evangelical hands, and consequently there
seems to have been a succession of truly godly and earnest-minded
pastors. Amongst them (although he does not seem to have resided
there)
the eloquent and influential DEaN CLO E, well-knOWll, first
as Incumbent of Cheltenham, and afterwards as Dean of Carlisle. In
later days, the ministry there of the Rev. G. B. J,nlIs, now Rector
of St·. Philip's, Bristol, seems to have been much blessed. One of the
former Rectors was Mr. HEARN, a friend and correspondent of the
celebrated Dr. ARNOLD, of Rugby. He seems to ha,e been a kindhearted and truly pious man. He was evidently no sati.efied with the
spiritual condition of his parish, for he wrote in an old register book
the following words, in the year 1839 :-" There is much in my parish
and in the immediate neighbourhood, that I deeply regret; much
ignorance of God's Word, much wickedness and vulgarity, and an
unusual disposition to injure propert.y and to commit depredations."
The same good man makes an entry to the effect that he altered and
repaired the rectory-house, and that he planted, at a considerable
expense, not only many fruit trees, but also about 2,000 other trees,
in order that the rectory-house might be supplied with fuel, and
he adds: "May God Almighty bless these alterations to the good
of every person who mav inhabit Hatford Rectory, and may sweet
peace, the fruit of God's Holy Spirit, and the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God be experienced by the inmates of this
abode. Amen."
He also mentions that during 1837-8, there was so
much dry weather that the crops were much hurt by drought, and he
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adds: "I felt the necessity of praying for rain, the farmers declaring
that it was needed. My conviction is that it is a duty in God's
people in time of need to make known their requests unto God. We
did so twice in 1838, and abundant thunder-showera supplied our
wants. This was the case at Ashford, Middlesex; and I record this,
in order that those who follow me in this Rectory may be called to
see how important it is to go to God simply relying upon His gracious
promises, that He is wherever two or three are met together in His
name, and those who ask shall have, if they ask earnestly and
perseveringly for Christ's sake. Our season last year was most
productive."
The parishioners are almost all extremely poor. They consist of
labourers, earning only 9s. or 10s. a.week-a very small sum to bring
up a large family upon, as some of them are doing. Happily, houserent is very cheap; a comfortable cottage can be had for one shilling
a week, and a very superior one for half-a-crown or three shillings.
It is certainly a drawback to an incoming pastor to be told that for
many years only one of the parishioners has ever been known to pay
a penny towards the expenses of the church or schools, and that the
pastor must be responsible for them all. In the case of the church,
those expenses include repairs, cleaning, heating, lighting, and imurance, as well as the salaries of the clerk, organist, sexton, bellringers,
etc.; whilst the income of the benefice can scarcely be considered large,
as it only amounts to about £180 a-year. Some persons also would
probably consider it a drawback that the place is rather isolated,
especially in winter time, but to those who like a country life, and
who have plenty of home and parochial occupations, this is of no
consequence.
On the west side of the rectory garden is the old parish church,
partly in ruins. It dates from the time of the Normans, and it has a
fine Norman doorway. Many interesting scenes probably took place in
this ancient building. Here was married, in 1555, Lady Anne Seymour,
daughter, of Edward Seymour, the great Duke of Somerset, and widow
of Ambrose Dudley, Earl of Warwick, son of the great Duke of
mpton, of Wadley House, near
Northumberland, to Sir Edward
Faringdon. Her father-in-law was condemned and executed for high
treason, by Queen Mary, and her husband was also condemned, but
died in prison. She had, by her sec:md marriage, two children, one
of whom only, a son, survived her. Her second husband was closely
related to the celebrated Sir Philip idney, the hero of the battle of
Zutphen, where, with an inferior number of troops, he completely
defeated the Spaniards. He acted with the greatest bravery, for,
after one horse had been shot under him, he mounted another, and
continued the fight, until he received a ball in the left thigh, which
proved fatal. Of him is related the well-known story that, as he was
being borne from the field of battle, languid with loss of blood, he
asked for water; but just as the bottle was put to his lips, seeing a
dying soldier looking wistfully at it, he resigned it, saying, "This
man's necessity is greater than mine."
The registers of this old church begin from the year 1539, t;he thirtieth
ye-'U of the reign of King Henry VIIL, three years after the execution
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of Queen Anne Boleyn, and the suppression of the lesser monasteries,.
and the year in which the first authorized trarrslation of the Bible
into Engiish, called "Cranmer's," or "the Great llible," was appointed
to be kept and read in the churches. The registers contain some
curious and interesting entries.
But to return to my personal narrative. We called at the rectoryhouse, and were kindly received by the bereaved family there, although
with some apparent constraint, for they evidently felt deeply the
breaking-up of their old home, and the admission of strangers into it;
a home which appears to have been. a very happy one to them for
twenty years. They gave us a good deal of information about the
parish; and although we could see that there were some drawbacks
there-no place on earth is without them-the impression produced
upon our minds was that we might unhesitatingly accept the kind
offer which had been made to us. Accordingly, after further thought
and consultation, we agreed to do so. There was one special cause of
satisfaction in connection with accepting it, namely, the fact that we
had not sought it. It seemed, therefore, more clear than it otherwise
might have seemed, to be the Lord's offered gift, and to be a call in
His gracious providence. It seemed also suited to us in many ways,
and very different from a parish which the Rame kind patrons had
offered to me a few months before, but which I felt obliged to
decline, because it was far too large for my powers, and evidently
required,as a suitable pastor for it, a young man full of strength and
energy.
After our decision, came in due cour~e the authorized appointment,
the arrangements for removal, the farewells to our late' dear people,
the acceptance of some valuable gifts which they most generously
presented to us, and then the final sermons, which finished my
ministry of seventeen years amongst them. It was a time of deep
feeling and heart-searching to the pastor, if not to the people. Had
one's ministry been as faithful as it ought to have been? Had the
whole truth of God been proclaimed? Had good seed been really
sown, and, if so, into what ground had it fallen? into hearts prepared
by the Holy Spirit to receive it and to bring forth abundant fruit ~
or into stony ground, by the wayside, or amongst thorns 1 Was some
of it still bidden and undeveloped, to be found again only "after
many days?"
Subsequently came the leaving of our old home, and the entrance
into the new one, the church bells ringing out a joyous welcome, and
the parishioners exhibiting a natural curiosity in the coming of their
new pastor and his family. Then followed the formal institution into
the new benefice, at the hands of the kindly and venerable Bishop,
who, as I knelt by his side, offered up for me the beautiful and
appropriate prayer-a prayer which has a special significance for and
interest to me, because it was written inside the cover of a Bible
which a dear Christian lady (who fell a victim, with her husband, to
her zeal and devotion in visiting- cases of fever) gave me long ago when
I was a little child at Templemore, in Ireland, at the time of the
Irish famine, and when my beloved father passed through such remarkable experiences-CHeb. xiii. 20), "Now the God of peace, that brought
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again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting Covenant, make you
perfect to do His will, working in you that which is well pleasing in His
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen."
Then followed the opening of one's new ministry in the sweet little
country church on a bright spring Sabbath morning, with the public
reading of the Thirty-nine Articles of the Established Church, and the
affirmation of one's hearty assent and consent to them; (how can the
Ritualists, if they are honest men, thus read those Articles, and make
that affirmation 1) and then a simple declaration of the old, old story
of Divine love and faithfulness, of ruin and redemption, of Paradise
lost and Paradise regained. One remembered at the time that outside
that little church was the newly-made grave of the good man whose
place I was occupying; his voice was silenced-so far as this life is
concerned-for ever, and mine was permitted to be used in his stead for
a little season. May I venture to ask for the prayers of the dear
readers, that that ministry thus recommenced may be used by the Holy
Spirit to the good of precious souls, and to the glory of the adorable,
Trinity 1
Hnfjonl Rect01'!J, Faringdon.
D. A. DOUDNEY.
SWEET

CONSOLATION FOR GOD'S DEAR CHILDREN
AT ALL TIMES.
HERE below all places are full of troubles, temptations, dangers, and
persecutions; but above, in our glorious home, there is perfect peace,
perfect rest, light, comfort, and true happiness. Here we have no·
continuing city (1 Cor. iv. 11), no abiding-place. Christ's dear people
in this world have no certain dwelling-place, and are often driven from
house and home, often forced to fly irom one city to another, and,
wander from place to place.
Now, what should comfort us in this our wilderness condition l'
What. should support us in this desolate state, but that it was even
thus with our dear Lord and Master Himself upon earth, who said,.
"The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of man hath not where to lay His head." What should support
us but this comfortable consideration, that our Lord went to heaven
on purpose to prepare' a place for us 1 If the earth cast us out, heaven
will receive us. Our dear Lord will say, "Come up hither" (Rev. xi. 12) ;
"Come to Me, I have prepared a place for you here." , This sweet consideration should preserve us from heart trouble and sorrow for the loss
of our dear friends who have died in Jesus; they are safely housed,
and where they would be-gone to the city of God, to the general
assembly of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven (Heb. xii. 23).
o that place, and that blessed state in that place! to see God, and.
to be for ever with the Lord; to see our lovely Lord Jesus as He is,.
and to be made like unto Him!. Could we but fix our hearts and
thoughts more steadfastly upon those invisible and eternal reamies, we .
should bear all our trials and tribulations more patiently, and rejoice·
in them.-Bunyan.
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PICKINGS FROM THE PAST,*"
(BY THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN,)
"TDm telleth truth" is an old motto that serves the turn in every
age; and results aTe the criterion whereby religious feeling must be
proven whether it be "from heaven or of men."
It is possible the natural mind may be wrought upon in such sort
as to assume the appearance of spiritual feeling; or, more properly
speaking, produce that degree of . natural excitement which the
possessor may imagine is spiritual. Thus, feelings drawn forth by
music, eloquence, and the infection by witnessing what is real in others,
have, under the crafty leadings of Satan, driven multitudes into a
fancied religion that has beguiled and comforted many while travelling
to hell. The devil has his religious family among the sons and
daughters of Adam, through whom he works as effectually and fatally
as by the mirthful members of his family, who dance the downward
road of wickedness to perdition.
The famous LOUIS DE ORELLON, who e3,rned by his valour the title
of the Brave, from HENRI IV. of France, was upon one occasion
present when a popular preacher of that day was dwelling with much
pathos upon the indignities and cruelties endured by the Lord Jesus
from the creatures whose salvation He came t{) effect. ORELLON, moved
to feeling by all he heard, suddenly rose from amongst the congregation,
and placing his hand upon hiR sword, exclaimed, "0 Orellon, where
wert thou! where wert thou!"
Many a popular preacher since that day has drawn the picture of
the physical and mental sufferings of Chris, and produced similar
results to that felt by the valorous marahal of France. Many a
Good Friday sermon has called forth the transi,mt sympathy and
heroic indignation of listeners, who, wi h Pharasaic satisfaction, have
comforted themselves that they had no share in causing he ao0nies
,so feelingly described.
The result of Divine operations upon tbe soul, in every s <7e of
Ohristian expt'Tience, is on this wise, Thou art the mall. When the
Spirit of God produces gracious feelings, light, more or less, comes
with life, and that light discovers darkness, and makes the
concerns of the soul an imperative matter. It is not an opinion, or a
transient affection, but a Divine feeling that has need for its root,
Ohrist for its object, holiness for its way, truth for its food, and
glory for its end. How different is all this to the emotional class to
which the Orellons of every age belong!
IGNATIUS LOYOLA and MARTIN LUTHER were both the subjects of strong
religious impressions at the same time-the one in Spain, the other in
Germany; but results have long since informed us as to the Origin of
their religious feelings. The convictions and affections produced in the
founder of the order of the Jesuits were but sparks of Satan's kindling,
to light non-elect souls to hell; and the convictions and affections
awakened in the breast of the monk in Erfurth proved to be rays of
* This artiole may be had in bookleo form from Mr. J. C.
.Street. Oxford.
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heavenly light, that ended in a personal salvation, and introduced a
glorious era of truth upon a darkened world.
As a matter of history, we find that false feeling nearly spiked the
gun of the great Reformation. CARLSTADT by pen, and MUNZER by the
sword, led away the mass of the people, whose eyes were just opening
to the iniquities of Rome, and, through the power of mere natural
feeling, these ungodly leaders drew the half-enlightened aW<ty from the
truth. Their war·cry, The SpiTit Without the TVuTd, was the open door
that led to all SOlts of excess, both in doctrine and practice.
A man who has been before the world in our own day, started in
his spiritual career with an amount of religious feeling and sanctified
devotedness that carried many away in admiration of the man, and
emulation of his piety. A godly minister, long established in views of
truth, knew Mr. P--e, and took a deep and Christian inte':est in
his welfare. Resic1ing in the same city, and as long-known friends,
they often met. Upon one occasion, Mr. P--o, wishing to accompany
his friend in a walk, went to take his great-coat from the rack, and
putting it on, said with de,otion, "Oh, it is blessed to be filled with
the Spirit! I don't know how others feel, but I can't put on my coat
without the Spirit."
"Have a care, my friend" was the reply; "don't confound, in the
warmth of your. feelings, the difference between things spiritual and
temporal. You can't pray without the Spirit, I know; but God does
not give you the Spirit to help you on with your coat; that is a
corporal act, remember, and for that He gives physical strength."
Heaven-born feelings, under the light and teachings of the Spirit
of God, lead to results in unison with the Word of truth; but the
impression, however religious it may look, that springs from nature
only, is the wildfire that soon runs into all sorts of extravagance,
and, r.ejecting the Word for its guide as a whole, picks out dislocated
parts to bear up its fatal fancies, an:! ignores all that is counter to
the newly-invented creed.
Results thus tell the tale in the long
run. " They shall all be taught of God, and great shall be the peace
of thy children," is the heritage of the Lord's chosen people; and
"this honour have all His saints."
Many years ago a young Englishman of rank and fortune was
travelling for pleasure on the Continent, in all the ignorance and
godlessness of his uurenewed mind, "having no hope" of a right kind,
"and without God in the world." At the close of a long and fatiguing
day's journey, he stopped at a little homely inn; and, after partaking
of the refreshment that was put before him, he began to amuse himself
by examining his curious quarters. Looking round the walls his eye
was arrested by a clumsy woodcut, representing Christ on the cross,
and under it these words in German"This I did for thee.
What doeBt thou for Me?"
As the young man looked and read, a flash of Divine light darted
into his soul, revealing this elementary truth, that his sins had slain
the Lord of life. .He put his hands. before his eyes to shut out the
sight, and to repress the gush of feeling that followed the thought.
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He went to bed, but not to sleep. Conviction pursued him hard at
heel; and as day after day rolled by, and new objects presented
themselves, the thoughts of a suffering Saviour and the little German
distich were uppermost in his lllind. At length, peace was spoken
home to his heart; Christ in the fulness of His great salvation was
revealed to faith, and he became a consistent and useful member of
the Church of God.
In that little hostelry how many eyes glanced at that poor woodcut,
and read the interrogative lines beneath !-some with ridicule, many
wifh carelessness, others with feeling; but of what sort, whether
human or Divine, results showed. The subjects of mere human feeling
are but idolaters, worshippers of the object only. Here we see the
type of a numerous class in our day, who derive their religion only
through their natural senses. Music, pictures, architecture, creature
work, a cross, each of these, according to the constitution of the
natural mind, becomes -the object of adoration, and is mistaken for
religion, but bears no more similitude to God's religion, revealed in the
soul by the Spirit, than does earth to heaven, or life to death. True
it is that God can make use of any instrument to accomplish His own
purposes. A flash of lightning was the means that awoke the feeling
of terror in the breast of LUTHER, and led to conviction of sin. . In
our own day, a cargo of convicts, on their passage to Tasmania, were
so solemnly impressed by a storm at sea, that several of them
afterwards,; in relating God's dealings with their soul, dated their first
awakenings as to their state before God to that terrific night."" The
clay tongues of dying men, defiled often with error, and always
with sin,· are more honoured by God as the means of quickening
the dead than the inspired book of God. But in every instance
of grace dropped into the heart, the Spirit works in the same ·way;
and produces the same effects, whether man recognise it or not. The
subjects of God's power, and the objects of His eternal choice, born
from above, receive the qualities and attributes that belong to the
new creature in Christ J eaus. They have eyes of faith to see, the
feeling heart to love, the obedient hands and feet to act, the "pure
lip" to speak: and the Word of God, through the Spirit's power~
becomes the food of the soul, and the guide to life eternal. The
summary of this God-given ,supernatural religion we find contained in
our Lord's words, John x. 27, 28,' "My sheep hear My voice, and I
know them, and they follow Me: and I give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of My hand."
But Satan has traps for all ages and temperaments. The enemy
of so.uls is not opposed to· any religion of which he is the author,
and however accurate his imitations may be to that which -has God:
for its beginner, yet if it be not a revealed religion it will die when
we die.
The doctrines of
The miI!t-mark of a divine religion is Truth.
grace, however· clumsily expressed, are written in the experience 'of
"The Convict Ship, byColi:l Arnott Browning, M.D. Hamilton, A,dam.,
:\nd ,~o.
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every soul taught of , God. Bring the true believer to the te3 t of
Divine dealings, and then the force of that word is proved, "The
heart of the wise teacheth his mOllth."
God is not the author of
{lonfu3ion, nor a teacher of lies, and the promise standeth sure, "All
thy children shall be tai.lght of the Lord.'" Against a religion of
this sort, whether circulated in the world or hid in the breast, Satan
levels his attacks, for it is' through a Divine and supernatural
religion alone his kingdom falls.
" My Sa.viour! Oh wha.t endless charms
Dwell In that blissful sound!
Its influence ev'ry fear disarms,
And spreads sweet comfort round.

.. 03 Thee alone my hope relies,
Beneath Thy oross I fa.ll;
M v Lord, my Life, my Saorifice,
My Saviour, and my All!"

THE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRIST TO THE BELIEVER.
CHRIST is precious in His Person. All temporal, spiritual, and eternal
blessings are centred in Christ's Person. Hence His people in Him
.are brought into a communion and fellowship, by their 'union with
Him, into the enjoyment of those things, and without which there can
be no blessing in the life that now is, nor in that which is to come.
lEvery blessing flows to the Church of God through Christ's Person.
Are they chosen by the Father 7 it is in Cbrist. Are they predestinated 7
·it is to be conformed to the image of Christ,. Are they accepted 7 tt
is in the Beloved One. Are they called 7 it is ill Christ. Ate they
tiustified 7 it is by Olnist. Are th~y blessed with all spiritual blessings
lin heavenly places 7 it is in Christ Jesus. Is life eternal theirs 7 this
as in Ohrist. Are they raised from the dead 7 it is through the 'power
·of Ohrist's resurrection. Are they to be glorified 7 this als~ is by and
lin Christ. There is not a blessing procured, nor a blessing designed,
110r a blessing revealed, nor a blessing applied, but He is the All and
in all we want. If we want life, He is Life essentially; if we waqt
food, He is the Meat that endureth to everlasting life; if we want
health, He is the Balm of Gilead, the Plant of Renown, the Tree
whose 'leaves are for the healing of the nations; if we want clothing, He
is the Garment of Salvation and the Robe of Righteousness; if we
. want pardon, His precious blood cleanseth from all sin, aud removes
.all guilt; if we want strength, He is the Strength of Israel; if we want
mercy, He is the Mercy promised; if we want victory, He is the
,great Captain ·of our Salvation, through whom we shall be made more
than conquerors.-Shutte.

=====

THE providence of God reaches to all persons, times, and things,
:and leaves nothing to contingency, but circumscribeth everything.
Things 1.he most casual to men are levelled at a set end by the Lord.
The design of His providence is to accomplish- His purpose. What
Re speaks with His mouth He fulfils with His hands (1 Kings viii. 24).
_As He purposes, so shall it- come to pass. "Known unto God are
all His' works from the beginning of the world." And all that God
does in the world is a copy of His decrees before the wo.rld was.":,Be1'1'idge.
2 E 2
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. WILLIAM FRITH.
(Contributed.)

TRULY, our times are in God's hands. How litHe thought we that
our notice in these pages of the life-work of our beloved friend,
WILLIAM FRITH, would practically take the form of an obituary. Yet
such is our Father's will; and we pray that our brief record. of the
pilgrimage now ended may serve to stimulate many a Christian
reader to follow in those "footsteps of the flock" which our departed
brother delighted to tread.
The late Rev. WILLIAM FRITH was born at Addlestone, in Surrey,
April 12th, 1833, of godly parents, and regularly a.ttended the Established Church on Sundays, in the parish. He left Addlestone in the
year 1851, feeling a great desire to enter the ministry. The late Rev.
Dr. HUGH ALLEN, incumbent of St. Jude's, Whitechapel, took a deep
interest in him, and afforded him valuable help in the prosecution of
his theological studies. In 1854, however, he heard a sermon from
the late C. H. SPURGEON, which led him to become united with the
Baptist denomination. His first pastorate in connection with that body
was at Saxmundham, Suffolk, where he laboured successfully for some
time.
He afterwards removed to Boro' Green, Kent, his work there being
crowned with abundant spiritual success in the conversion of souls to
Christ, which delighted his heart. Having receiv\ld a call from the
Church ,at Berley Heath, in the same county, he, after prayerful consideration, accepted it, and removed there, and laboured for three
years, after which he was instrumental in building Trinity Baptis
Church, in the year 1868, which was soon filled, the faithful Pastor
being respected. by all and loved by many.
In the year 1873, seeing the need of the neighbourhood of Gunnersbury, W., he removed there, and founded the Trinity Martyrs' Memorial
Church, to the memory of JOHN FRITH the Martyr (who was burned
at the stake in Smithfield before the Reformation), of whom he
was a direct descendant. During his ministry here, the Robert
Raikes Memorial Sunday Schools and Lecture Hall were also built.
In 1885 he removed to Hornton Street Chapel, Kensington, of which
congregation he was Pastor for about four years. 0 wing to the indifferent health of his beloved wife, he found it necessary to remove
into the suburbs again, and seeing the rapid development of the
district of Hornsey, N., he felt that the people required a building
in which to "worship their God," and he was led to remove to
Harringay, where he built Emmanuel Baptist Church and Schoolroom~
Here he laboured for seven years.
In the spring of 1896, finding the strain upon him too much, and
living so close to the City that he did not like to refuse taking
part in frequent meetings of a spiritual character, he felt it.
his duty, for health and work's sake, to remove into the country.
Being very fond of the sea and the "wild waves," he was led by the
Spirit to remove to the rapidly rising neighbourhood west of
Southend, known as Westcliff-on-Sea. Here he formed the Spurgeon,
Memorial Church, and his work also was owned and blessed by Gad,
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in the conversion of precious souls, cheering his heart, and proving to
him that it was the Master's will that brought him here. The change
of sphere. seemed to put new life into him, and he was looking
forw~rd. with joy for the year now entered upon.
Mr. FRITH was loved by all, who felt that he wail indeed a
"father in Israel." He was taken ill in February, and was absent
from his church a few Sundays, but afterwards recovered, and was
able to take the services again, and meet with his loving and
beloved people. He also gave a lecture on" Anglican Ritualism
Unmasked," at Greenwich, April 12th, and preached his last sermon
on Eitster Sunday, April 18th. He was cheerful and bright up to
the latest moment, when he sweetly fell "asleep in Jesus," on
April 29th. May our last days be like his.

" KEPT."
SOLID OmIFoRT FOR 'IHE TRIED AXD TE:llPTED FA:llILY OF GOD.

PRECIOUS words! "He will keep the feet of His saints." They
deeply need Divine keeping day by day, as they have to contend
with such formidable enemies. The dear children of God find it at
<times a most solemn consideration to think of the awful power of
Satan, and the constant watching of that wicked and malicious spirit
()ver every step of the IJord's dear family. He comes through our
friends, our families, in the busy scenes of life; he can sit down
with us in our solitary moments, when alone in our chamber, on our
knees before the Lord; he is a most dreadful enemy of all the people
()f the Lord. The Lord's people deeply need His protecting and keeping
<care and power, because they have enemies all around them, and
traitors in their own deceitful hearts, always ready to betray them.
But wonderful consolation! There is not one of those dear children
in Christ Jesus that is not most precious to the Lord-His j~wtls,
whom "He keeps" as His own special property j He numbers
the very hairs of their head, and watches over them, with all tenderness
and affection, as their Heavenly Father. Oh, remember He has said,
"I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in anywise forsake thee.
You must take the Oovenant, tear it, scatter its fragments to the winds,
before one of these little ones given Him by His Father shall perish.
He himself says, "It is not the will of My Father that one of these
little ones shall perish." The Word of God brings before us the
£trongest consolation when it declares thg,t the people of God are
«kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation," and that
all the powers of darkness shall never take that sout out of the hand
of Ohrist which He hath redeemed with His precious blood.KTC£use.

CHRIST "calleth His own sheep by name."
So His sheep were
:given Him, not a number only in genera.l , but their name in particular, which proves a personal election.-Be1Tidge.
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DIARY OF THE LATE REV. DR. HEWLETT.

(Concluded {i'om page 362.)
F1'iday, September 12th.-A remarkable, trying, yet ludicroua, circumstance

occurre<;i tp-day. The person who came to meet us brought my letters; one
was from my diocesan, from whom I ha.d always experienced great kindness,
and who had every year sent me a bank-note to help to make up for the small.
ness of my ~ncome. As soon as I saw the letter, I thanked God in my heart,
feeling that it came at a most seasonable time; and, with my natmal impatience began on the moss to open the letter "l"ery carefully, lest the wind
should blow away the note which I made no doubt it contained. Judge my·
astonishment I there was no note, but a letter of reproof. Some person had
sent the Bishop my tract, or extracts from it, which his lordship stated were
not scriptural, and said that he was grieved to find that I preached such
doctrines as are therein contained, and' that, had he known it, he would
not have admitted me to a cumcy in his diocese; adding, moreover, that
I must not expect any assistance from him, for that he conceived Satan
had prevailed o,er me to abuse the talents which God had given me, and
telling me not to attempt to draw him into contro'l'ersyon these points.
This was a terr'ble blow to me, and had I been in any way depending vn
man. or looking to man for aid and help, I must have sunk under the
shock; but, blessed be God, He was; and is, my strong Rock. After
deliberation and prayer, I addressed a letter to his lordship, of which I
give you the copy:.. My LORD,-I trust I shall never be fouud so forgetful of tbe respect
which is due to your lordship's station as to attempt to draw your lord.
ship. into an argument on any subject; at the'same time, I am bound in
justice to myself to observe that I cannot be charged with anything
like hypocrisy, inasmuch as my friend, Mr. B., t<>ld your lordsbip
before my ordination that I was, in his opinion, highly (Jalvinistic;
moreover, in all the qnestions bearing on these pain in my examinations in 1831 and 1 33, I stated plainly and clearly what I considered
scriptural view!!, and as no notice was taken, either of he imes. of them,
I fairly considered that your lordship and yow' excellent chaplain coincided in these news, or, at all events, did not bink them so dangerous
as they are genemlly represented. I am not altogether surprised that
your lordship should object to some parts of the pamphle in ques ion, but
I·own I am grieved to think that your objections aTe so strong chat they
would have prevented my receiving ordination, 01' (being ordained) an
appoin~ment to a cure of souls in your lordship's diocese. I mus beg of your
lordship to pause, and consider the following facts. ere you ascribe to the
influence of Satan that style of preaching whi<:h God has so eminently,
owned and blessed to the conversion and edification of many membera
of His Church.
.
"I have been at Astley about two years and tl:.ree·quarters; during that
period the preacbing your lordship considered so unlikely to break down
the thresholds of sin, has been blessed to the conversion of thirty-eight
individuals, who are now in communion with tbe Church. I may safely
add, there are as many more, of whose conversion no Christian would have
any doubt, but who, through timidity, have not yet attended the Lord's
Supper, and these persons were, nearly all of them, living in an openly
profane and ungodly manner. I must also observe, that the outward moral
change in a number of persons, in whom I do not think any saving change
has been wrought, is too conspicuous to escape tbe notice of the most
worldly. I may al~o add, that there is no place of worship within ten miles
so crowded with decent and ordel'ly worshippers. I heartily wish your
lordship had been with us last Lord's Day, to bave seen the once deserted
little chapel crowded with faces ,beaming with joy, and eyes suffused with
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tears-to have beheld the sacramental table surrounded by abOve fifty
persons, where for ye:1rs a dozen could not be found; above all, to have felt
that the Redeemer's name was as ointment poured forth, would hav.e done
more to remove your lordship's strong objections than all the wordy
arguments that could be resorted t.o. It has been justly said, ' comparisons
are odious,' or I could mention a neighbour or two who a:re S:1id to preach
evangelical sermons who have not witnessed such blessed effects under
their ministry during twenty years as have been witnessed in this place
during the above.mentioned time or period.
"As I do not-wish to obtrude on, or weary your lordship, I shall merely
observe, that had I said that a profession of a desire for Christ was
sufficient, without an external change of character, to prove relteneration,
I should have been highly culpable; but my words, as quoted by your
lordship are, 'the breath of a desire atter Christ is a proof of spiritual
life;: and this assertion, made as an encouragement to the weak in faith,
for who desires Christ but those who see some beauty in Him-who feel
their need of Him? And what is the breath of desire? is it not prayer?
prayer directed by the Holy Ghost, who helpeth our infirmities; and such
prayer as the Lord declareth that He heareth (Psalm x. 17); and such
persons He pronounces blessed (Matt. v. 16). The Apostle Paul, instead
of preaching the law to believers, maintains that the grace of God teaches
them both what to avoid and what to do (Titus iii. 11, &c.), and Romans xiii.
shows that love is tlYe fulfilling of the law; and whence cometh this love?
it is shed abroad in onr hea.rts by the Holy Ghost, and is the hand of faith,
for faith worketh by love. Christ, .then, is to be preached the food and
raiment, the stl'ength, the life, the All in all of a believer; and thus, through
the invisible agency of the Holy Ghost, he is e.trengthened in faith to rely
on God in Christ for eternal salvation and present comfort, and to bring
forth fruit to the praise and glory of God.
"This, my lord, is the uniform tenor of my preaclllng ; and (ignorant as
I am in many things), having felt by a blessed personal experience the
truth and power thereof, I hope, ere I cease.so to preach, I shall cease to
be numbered with the living. If there be any ambiguity in the other
expression quoted by your lordship, it will, perhaps, be removed by
comparing it with Romans vii. 17, 18, and by a consideration of the
lamentable falls of David, Peter, and others. In conclusion, my lord, it is
my earnest desire and prayer, that we may both be taught daily to feel our
own ignorance, sinfulness, and continual wanderings, and be enabled to
look to, and live upon Christ Jesus, for wisdom, righteousness, sancti.
fication, and redemption, that according to our respective vocation, we may
glorify Him here with whom we hope to live for ever.
"I remain, your lordship's obedient, faithful servant,
"ALFRED HEWLETT."

Thu1'sday, Novernber lIth.-My family increasing, I have been induced
to think of obtaining another curacy, where the salary is more likely to
be equal to our wants. It is a sore -struggle in my mind. My deal'
pa.rtner's delicate health, and the smallness of the stipend here (only
£70 per annum, out of which I have to pay taxes and repairs), seem to
say, .. Go;" and, on the other hand, the presence and blessing of God
here, and the mutual affection subsisting between me and my dear people,
make it difficult to think of it. My friend G. has had the curacyof K.,
near Yeovil, in Somersetshire, offered to him; he has declined it, but
mentioned me. The income is £120 per annum, the population small,
and if the present Curate, whose health is declining, should recover, I
should only have the duty. The situation is delightful and exceedingly
healthy.
Thttrsday. 13th.-Received a letter from K. appointing me to the curacy.
Sunday, 16th.-I can give no account of to.day, save that it has been
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day of the greatEst sorrow and distress both to myself and the people.
I was hardly able to go through the service. I fear I have done wrong
in wishing to leave a place where God has placed me and made me
useful, lest I have been consulting with flesh and blood rather than for
the glory of God and the good of His people; and although very
humbling to my proud heart, I have been obliged to express the same
in my preaching to.day, and have written again to the Bishop to s~y
that, if he has not appointed my successor, I am anxious to remalll,
and trust in the Lord for temporal' supplies and for my deal' wi~e's
health. People who appeared'little likelv to be moved have been crymg
like children. God grant that my second letter may not be too late.
MO!1day.-The people Feem a. little more rpconciled, in consequence of
my telling them that I had written to the Bi:.hop to request him to let
me continue if he has not appointed anyone to succeed me. My own
mind {'ontinues very uneasy and my rest disturbed. Some of the most
respectable people in the congregation have been to me to say, that if
I stay tbey will enl'(age that I shall have the same amount of income as
I should have at K .. and that they will collect my rents and pay all
quarterly, without my experiencing any troubb or uneasiness. I have
never felt so great a trial as at leaving Astley; leaving home was
nothing to it, although I can safely say that no person can be more fondly
attached to relatives than I am. Thus it is proved that a spiritual
union, especially that of a minister and his own children in the faith,
is stronger than any natural tie.
Thw·sdqy.-Spent this morning in a state of gl'eat anxiety, hoping to
receive a letter from Chester; but none arrived.
Pl'iday.-This morning a letter arrived from the Bishop, who is at
Durham. This was only a reply to my firs communication. He has
written to the Vicar of Leigh to appoint someone in my stead, or
Tather, wishing him to appoint an incumbent as the benefice is voidable
by Mr. BERKETT having accepted a small living in the West of England.
I started off to Leigh and saw Mr. Toppn-G; t01d him if he had Lot
appointed anyone I should be glad to remain. He said he was intending
to ask LORD LELFORD (patron of the parish church) to appoint someone
to Astley, but if I would stay as Curate he would take no fur bel' teps.
From Leigh I wrote to K., to say that I could no get away from
my curacy here; and on my return called on and told severn! persons
how it was arranged, and made their hearts I'(lad.
Saturday, 22nd.-Received a kind letter from tbe Bishop (containing a
ten-pound note), of which the following is a copy:"I scarcely know how to give you advice. I would depend much
on the nature of the appointment in the West and on MI"8. HEwLETT:s
health. If Mrs. HEWLETT'S health is materially injured a Astley, and IS
likely to be materially benefited elsewhere, then it is your duty to go;
and if the appointment in the West is probably permanent and such
as would afford you an independent maintenance, then again it is your
duty to go, for the labourer is' to live by the Gospel. If, however, you
do not, on these grounds, see absolute cause for leanng, let those who
know the value of your mini-try, and wish to retain you among them,
enter into an agreement to make your stipend £100 per annum more
than what you receive as Curate. This will be nothing to them and
everything to you; and let one or two of your friends manage this, tbat
you may not ha.ve the discomfort oE collecting it. This is what occurs
to me, writing as I must in haste. May God direct your determination
to His own glory, the good of souls, and the temporal comfort' of His
faithful servant, such as you have been, and, I am sure, will continue,
whether in the West or North.
Faithfully yours,
.. J. B. CHESTER."
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I would just remind you of the difference between this letter and
the communication alluded to in my last, and would ask if it is not evident
there had been misrepresentation, and, moreover, that my simple and
straightforward observations had had the effect of removing the impression
occasioned by it.
We were all satisfied with this kind epistle, and a spirit of praise
was given, that we might,rejoice in and glorify our God.
S~tnday.-This was a joyful day. About one hundred of the people
met between the afternoon and evening service, to thank God that I was
not to leave them.
"I have been made acquainted with the goodness of God in blessing
my ministry to the conversion of two more individuals, natives of this
place. First, a young woman, who has long laboured under convictions
of sin, of very nervous habi,ts, aud a determined opposer of the doctrine
of election. She is now happy and comfortable, rejoicing in the truths
she once despised. And, secondly, an old man, nearly three score years
and ten. He was one of the committee for conducting the lawsuit when
the right of the Vicar of Leigh to appoint to the benefice was tried, and
previous to my coming here had lived a careless and ignorant life. I
will give you the particulars about him in my next, and at present must
conclude with subscribing myself,
'
"Your affectionate brother,
"ALFRED HEWLETT."

One evening as he returne:! home from Manchester (perhaps about
two years since), moved by curiosity, Zacchtus like, he thought as he
passed by the door of a cottage in which I was lecturing, he would
stay and listen outside the door; he did so and was much interested,
though he scarcely knew with what. From that time he began to attend
the lectures occasionally, and for about twelve months past (having
broken his rash vow not to enter the church ltgain) he has attended
regularly three times every Sunday. He is one of those who were very
much disturbed at the thought of my leaving Astley, and he has
voluntarily come forward to exert himself in making up the promised
sum. Last week he came to speak to me previous to attending the
Lord's table. His outward conduct evidences an inward change, and I
have every reason to believe that the Lord hath begun the good work
in him. and therefore he bath chosen that good part which shall not be
taken from him. '
'
Thursday, Ohristmas Day,-Be?3n the services of the day by a pl'aver
meeting, at which thirty. three persons attended. Set off about nine
o'clock for Leigh, where I prea~hed to the most crowded congregation
that had ever assembled there on a similar occasion. Text, Psalm xL 7,
"La, I come." Showed from Heb. x. that Christ is the Speaker, and
then enlarged on His coming in the flesh, in His Word, His Spirit, and
His Second Coming, "without sin nnto salvation;" the joy He felt, and
the Cilouses of it; and the joy felt by His Church when He visits her.
Preached in the evening at Astley, from J er. xxii. 5, 6, this was a very
happy day to me. Three years have now elapiled since I preached my
first sermon in K. chapel.
Easter Sunday.-This day was indeed a high day to myself; preached
at Leigh to a very numerous congregation of all sorts, sects, and parties,
from Acts xvii. 18," And some said, What will this babbler say?" I never
experienced more liberty or a greater sense of my dependence on the
power and grace of God. Assisted at the Lord's table, dined with the
Vicar, and then walke«;l to,Astley, where I arrived about ,half·past
three; preached from Isaiah Ix. 1; drank' tea, and then lectured at'
the school, from Exod. xv. 13.
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A MEDITATION.
STONES FOUND, !{AISED UP, AND BROUGHT IN.

" A nd they with whom precious stones were found gave them to the
treasure oj the house of the Lord, by the hand oj Jehiel, the Gershonite."
-1 CHRONICLES xxix. 8.
WE are here informed how David prepared material for the house of.
God, which he designed. "It was in his heart to build an house unt!)
the Lord." God also took the will for the deed: "Thou didst well
that it -was in thine heart to build Me an house."
, The Holy Ghost takes pleasure in making mention of this matter,
alike in the Books of Samuel, the Kings, and the Chronicles. Just as the
devil now puts it into the' minds of sel£-righteous idolaters to build popish
places for the maintenancfl and propagation of idolatry, false doctrine,
blasphemous fables, and dangerous deceits; so of old the Spirit of.
Truth put it into the heart of David to build a house for God to
dwell in.
How very blessedly David was stirred up by God the Spirit unto
this thing you have a special account of in Psalm cxxxii., "I will
not givesieep to mine' eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, until I find
out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of J acob."
l,3ut, what are David's preparations 1-both as it respects his zeal therein,'
"Now J: have prepared with all my might for the house of my God;"
and with regard to the abundance of things prepared. Compared with
the great and blessed Jehovah in re~pect of His zeal for His own
glory in the salvation of His elect people; as that zeal of the Lord
of hosts is seen in performing the truth to Jacob and the mercy to
Abraham, which He sware unto our fathers from the days of old; in
bringing them up out of the quarry of nature, in taking away from
them their nature-heart of stone, and giving them instead a tractable,
teachable, and impressionable heart, a feeling heart, a heart of flesh.
These preparations of the heart in man ara said to be of the Lord. As
no greater judgment can be shown to any man than God giving him up
to hardness of heart and blindness of mind, so is there no greater
mercy from the Lord than for the Lord to bless a poor sinner with
a heart to ,know Him; sure enough, such a heart, and such only, is
an Obedient, lowly, pure, and penitent heart. This heart to know God
is the heart of the wise that teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning
to his lips. He learns to reverence God, and to abhor himself.
See, moreover, how J ehovah takes occasion to preach Christ, the
hiding-place of His elect people, their sure dwelling and their quiet
resting-place, in these words, "Moreover I will appoint a place for My
people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of
their own, -and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness
afflict them any more as beforetime." This" place of their own" is Christ,
as He was given to them in the eternal free gift of God's sovereign
grace before the foundation of the world. Oh, yes; Christ as He is
theirs in grace on earth, and Christ as He is theirs in glory in heaven,
and that latter view of Him as being more conformable with their never
being any more afflicted by the children of wickedness. God's high,

The Gospel Magazine.

427

arm of eternal salvation will assuredly bring all His righteous Lots
out of this Sodom, and their righteous souls shall be vexed no more
as they have been.
.
, Mr. TOPLADY' has tbe rt'mal'k, in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for 1777,
p. 29, that to the sun i~ owing the jewels and the metals that
enrich the bowels of our globe j together with every herb, flower, and
tree that beautifies its surface, Says he, " 'Tis the solar influence which'
gives brilliancy to the diamond, verdure to the leaf, tints to the flower,
and flavour to fruits. So," he adds, "tbe shinings of Ohrist's presence
on the soul give existence and gradual maturity to the inward graces
that enrich the heart j and to the peaceable works of righteousness
which adorn the life of every true believer in His name."
Surely they with whom such precious stones are found are Ohrist's
given ones j given to Him by the hand of His Fatber, and so given as
that none shall pluck them thence. Surely these must be Peter's
living stones, who are built up a spiritual house; and by sovereign'
grace distinguished from Isaiah's stones of emptiness by having Ohrist
in their hearts, the hope of glory.
urely these are the Lord's own
peculiar treasure, "His Ohurcb, His joy, His treasure," as KENT says;
and built upon a foundation that can never be overthrown. Surely
such favoured sinners-favoured with the sbinings in on them of
Ohrist the glorious Sun of Righteousness-are the genuine fruits of
His mediation, as plants of His own planting, and polished after the
similitude of a palace, as they are the jewels He makes up into the
crown of His mediatorial glory (Den. xxxiii. 14, with Mal. iii. 17).
When He who is the Author of faith is pleased to shine into the
mind, illuminating it with His light whereby light is seen, even the
light of the lmowledge of the 'glory of God in the face of Christ, what
a preCious stone of help is found and brought into the treasury of that
experience which worketh hope. When, also, the blessed Spirit is
pleased to shed abroad God's love in the heart, what a stone of
help is found and brougbtin; and good hope through grace is raised
up.
"When darknes!l long has veiled my mind,
And smiling day once more appears;
Then, my Redeemer, theD, I find
The folly of my doubts and fears."
There is yet, however, a sweet view of the text as taken in consideration of the Ebenezers, or stones of help, which the Lord in His grace or
favour grants unto His from time to time, to record to the glory of His
Oovenant Name, and to the encouragement and comfort of His people.
And so it would read, and they with whom such precious stones of
help were found gave them to the treasure of the house of the Lord;
that is, they cast them as their mite into the treasury of the house of
the Lord, for the general good of the whole household of faitb. And
so Luke, the beloved physician, bad a few such stones of help to bring
into the treasury of the house of the Lord j stones wbich reflect the
lustre of Jehovah's blessing, His special help, and His delivering grace;
such as Peter's deliverance from the murderous hands of Herod, and the
malicious expectation of the unbelieving Jews. What an Ebenezer was
that! wherein is seen-
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.. Prayer waB appointed to convey
The bleBBing God deBignB to give."

The Lord riding on the heavens, makes use of the angelic host for
the help of His people,. in delivering." them ,from the' common prison
and giving them anew their commission, "Go, stand and Bpeak in the
temple to the people all the words of this life" (Acts v. 19, 20). And of
the Apostle Paul, how many stones of help are recorded by his hand: as,
for instance, his deliverance from the Jews, who bound themselves with
a great oath not to eat nor drink till theYlhad killed· PauJ.Oh, the very
spirit of Cain! who was of that wicked one and slew his brother-the
very spirit of every genuine Papist to every genuine Protestant at this
day. Note also his deliverance out of the prison at Philippi, with the
attendant blessings of salvation to the lost; and his deliverance from
the tumult at Ephesus, raieed by the men who found their craft in
danger by Paul's preaching.
Why was he not torn in pieceB of these wild beasts 1 Verily, because
the Lord was his help and his deliverer, and as such made no tarrying, but took him and drew him out of these waters (Psalm xviii. 16).
It waB by His favour that the varioufl mercies and deliverances recorded
<:oIJcerning the Apostle were wrought, wherein the Lord delivered him
in six troubles, and in seven. And what has been every deliverance
granted to thousands of saints since Paul's day, but the stones of help
found, raised up, and brought in as recorded mercies to the praise of
the Lord God, who is a Sun and Shield 1 Everyone of them a fruit
and effect of His mediatorial shining forth unto them. Oh, how great
is the sum of them. They are brought in singly, as in the instance
of Elijah being fed by ravens j and in the total, as in David, ,. Thou
broughtest us through fire and through water to a wealthy place j " and
by John, "These are they who came out of great tribulation, who have
washed their robes, and made them white iu the blood of the L'l.mb."
Birkenhead.
G. A.
COMFORTABLE

WALKING

WITH

GOD.

THERE must be betwixt the Christian and the world ling an endless
divorce begun in time, as there will be an impassable distance through
all eternity. It is far better for the Christian to begin thi separation.
now, and not to repOEe his special love-the sweetes and noblest of
all his affections-npon an object where it must not eternally rest, nor
intimately converse with him whose company he shall not have here-'
after in heaven everlastingly. Let him manifest the dearest pangs of
his kindest affections unto Gou's children, and convey the sweetest
meltings of his heart, and the most passionate embracements of his
soul into their bosoms, for he shall be sure to meet them in heaven,
and there the lesser streams of their former Christian love shall grow
into a mighty torrent, anu falling into the universal influence of
the united love of all the saints and angels, run :with a SWl'et
and everlasting current into the boundless and bottomless of all
love and lovely excellence-God Himself, blessed for ever !-RobcTt
Bolton, 1641.
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COUNTING EVERY HAIR.
IN the early years of my IpiI).istry there was. a most interesting woman,
eighty-seven years of age, blir,d. and bedriqden for fifteen ye~rs, whom
it was a great privilege to 'know. She was so' bright and che~rful, so
quaint in her sayings, and her mind and heart had becOll:u:l'SO stored
with the knowledge of God's Word, upon which she had fed daily by
her own reading, and then by the reading of others in her blindness,
that it was a blessing to visit her, not to impart, but to receive,
comfort and strength in the disheartening battle of life.
On one occasion she said to me, "I have been in a horrible darkness since you were here last." "You in horrible darkness 1" was my
reply. "Why, I cannot imagine that you are ever in darkness;
while I know, alas! too well that my steps ofGen walk in darkness
through unbelief. It discourages me to learn that an old saint like
you, just on the borders of everlasting light, gets into darkness."
She then stated that a young married lady, an earnest and useful
Christi:J.n, who lived near her, had been summoned out of the worlq,.
Some one had told her of the death, and she began to wonder why
she, an old, and blind, and bedridden woman, was suffered to remain.
All of a suduen it occurred to her mind that God had forgotten herthat He has ,so many people to look after, He had ceased to remember
her in her ~orthlessness; "and," she added, "you cannot k20w the
dreadful darkness that overwhelmed my soul at the thought."
"But you are out of the darkness now; how did you get out ~ "
"There is but one tray to get out of darkness," she answered; "and
that is by going to the Word." "What particular part of the Word
led you' into the light?" "I re]llembered that the Lord Jesus said,
, Are not· two sparrows sold for a farth ing ~ and one of them sqall not
fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered.' A long time ago I had children of my own,
and I loved them as much as most mo hers love their children, I
suppose. I washed their faces many a time, and brushed their hair
many a time; but I never thought enough of one of my children to
count every hair on its head. Since my Father thin~s enough of meto count every hair on myoId grey head, I told the devil to go
away; and he troubled me no more."
So the tempted saint rested her soul on the Word of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and found peace. It is not an extravagant word; it is
not "sublime hyperbole," as some of the commentators call it, but it
is sober truth. With God there is nothing small and nothing great.
By the fact of His omniscience and omnipresence He touches the
least as well as the largest events. Hence He comes into contact
with the flight of sparrows, no less than with the flight of worlds
around His throne; and numbers the hairs of our heads no less than
the stupendous transactions that govern the destiny of nations. It
will be observed that our Lord does not say, a sparrow cannot fall on
the ground without your God, but, without your Father.
It is, -therefore, the special relation which God sustains to His dear
children which is here set forth; and it comforts our hearts to know
that the orderings of providence are in our exalted. Saviour's hands.
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He is "Head over all things to the Church" (Eph. i. 22); "upholding all things by the word of His power I, (Heb. i. 3); and the life
of little sparrows and the numbering of the hairs of our heads, are
subject to His control. It is He 'who says to His anxious people,
"Lo, I' am' with you all the days, even unto the end of the age"
(Matt. xxviii. 20); and, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"
(Heb. xiii. 5). Is it strange that He should say to them, "There
shall not a hair of your head perish;" as the Apostle, speaking by
the authority of the angel of God, said to the terrified seaman,
"There shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you ~" (Acts
.
xxvii. 34.)
Look where we will through the sacred Scripture we find the
providential care of Gnd over the minutest actions. J acob confessed
his d'ependence upon Divine help for" bread ;to eat, and raiment to
put on" (Gen. xxviii. 20). J oseph told his terrified brethren, " Now,
therefore, be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me
hither; for God did send me before you to preserve life" (Gen. xlv. 5).
"The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord" (Psalm
xxxvii. 23). "A man's heart deviseth his way: but the Lord
directeth his steps. • • .. The lot is cast into the lap; but the
whole disposing thereof is of the Lord 1/ (Prov. xvi. 9, 33). " 0 Lord,
1 know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps" (Jer. x. 23).
Creation, animate and inanimate, yields to His hand, and serves
His purpose. "Things ere.eping innumerable, both small and great
beasts; • • .• these wait all upon Thee, that Thou mayest giyc
them their meat in due season" (Psalm civ. 27)." He giveth to
the beast his food, and' to the young' ravens which cry" (Psalm
-cxlvii..9). "Fire, and hail; snow, and vapours; stormy wind fulfilling
'~is word 1/ (Psalm cxlviii. 8). Of Elijah it is said, "The ril\~ens
'brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in
·the evening" (1 Kings xvii. 6). Of the three Hebrews who were
,cast in the burning furnace Nebuchadnezzar said, "La, I see four men
160se, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and
the form of the fourth is like the Son of God; • • • . nor was a hair
·of their head singed" (Dan. iii. 2[1. 27).
How sure is the promise, ,made first to Israel, and then to every
believer, "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee.;
:~ud through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned j neither shall the
:flame kindle upon thee" (Isaiah xliii. 2). How certain is the truth,
upon which the poorest and weakest soul that trusts in the Lord Jesus
Christ can rely" "We know that' all things work togetner for good
'to them. that love God, to them that are the called according to
His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28).-Prom "The Truth."
,
IT is not possible to conceive circumstances more awful than those ih
'which the Prophet J onah was placed. No one was' ever circumstanced
he was; yet, desperate as was his case, he cried to 'the Lord, and the
:Lord heard him, and 'delivered him too.-Rev. W. Howels..
'
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S.mn.ons un!} iot.es .0£ Sttnnm%.
SERMON.
BY THE REV. TITUS E. LAURIE, RECTOR OF BEWCASTLE.
THE GOOD SHEPHERD•

am the Good Shepherd, and know mv sheep, and am known of
Mine."-JoH:\'. x. 14.
THERE is no portion of Scripture better known or more read than this
tenth chapter of St. John's Gospel, where Christ calls Himself the
Good Shepherd, and His people a flock of sheep. It is a lovely picture
that is here drawn by the Lord Himself, and placed before all readers
of the Word of God. The tender love and care that Jesus manifests
for His chosen, the manner in which He watches over and protects
them from all the powers of the evil one, is here most clearly seen.
It is a well-known fact that Eastern shepherds, unlike those of Europe,
go before their flock, walking in front to find out pleasant places, fine
herbage, and clear fresh streams for repose and pasture. And this was
the shepherd in the mind of our beloved Lord-perhaps before His eyewhen He said, "I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and
am known of Mine;" and again, "My sheep bear My voice, and I know
them, and they follow Me: and I give unto hem eternal life ; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of My hand."
There are specially four chief points we shall do well to think of in the
text, and may the God of all grace give comfor and consolation as we
call to mind the watchful care of the Good hepherd, even the Lord
.Jesus Christ Himself, who saw the wolf coming to kill and to destroy;
yet, unlike the hireling, whose own the sheep are not, did not leave
them in the hour of their need, but gave His life for the sheep, that by
His death they might be delivered.
1. In the first place, let us et:t1U>"ider Him who said, "I am the Good
Shepherd.": Let us call off our attention from other things, and centre
it on Him, our great Protector, our Saviour, our Redeemer, and our
God. Who is He that, with more than human power, hath delivered
His flock from the devouring jaws of so many foes 1-He who hath
given His life rather than suffer the .weakest lamb to fall a victim ~
Who-we may well ask-is He that with more than human generosity
hath died even for the rebellious, the sinful, the polluted ~ Is He
Man ~ Yes, Man indeed He is, or He could never have been
subject unto death, have suffered, bowed His head in woe and writhed
in a.gony in the gloomy Garden of Gethsemane. Man-true Man---'tempted like as we are, yet without sin, without one polluting spot,
one blemish in that holy nature; Man', with, a human heart, a human
.soul, a human understanding; yet the Lamb of God, without spot,
whose one offering, once made, should take away all the sins of all
His 'people. Ye~, our Good Shepherd was a Man, and One who could·,
.and can still, be touched with the feelings of cur infirmities-a sympathizing Shepherd, who feels the sorrows and afflictions of. the smallest
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lamb. He is a Shepherd who carries the lambs in His bosom, and
leads gently over rough and rugged paths, giving timely aid in seasons
of trial. We need not fear to let our Shepherd know our sorrows,
or to pour into His ear our most bitter woe, for He knows well what
fiery trials mean; the dejection and inward sinking, the feeling of
being E;ntirely without strength, He is well acquainted with. "Surely
He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows." He was "a
Brother born for adversity," and, as the Prophet SiyS, "a Man of
sorrows, and acquainted with griei" Yes, our Good Shepherd was
truly Man, and as such He is a Sympathizer-One who "counts and
treasures up our tears." But is this all ~ Is our Good Shepherd only
Man ~ Does His mighty work of deliverance proceed only from a
human arm, and could the death of a mere man, although a good
man, purchase the salvation of the whole flock ~ Ah, no, indeed,
had Jesus been no more than man, He would not have been Jesus, in
the full meaning of that sweet name of SJ.viour. It had been impossible for Him as man and man only to have said with truth, "I
give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, and nOlle shall
pluck them from My hand." The Good Shepherd had to defend His
flock against the attacks of that great roaring lion, who goeth about
seeking whom he may devour. He had to meet him face to face, to
endure his evil temptations, to go down through the gates of the
grave to the regions of darkness, and, thus conquering death and hell,
to rise the admired Deliverer of thousands and tens of thousands j it
behoved Him to ascend up to the place where He was before, and
there to be restored again to the glory He had with the Father
before the world began. How were it possible that as mere man He
should accomplish such deeds as these ~ How were it possible that
our Shepherd should thus conquer mighty and spiritual enemies, if
He were not Himself Divine and spiritual 7-yea, if He were not Himself "Wonderful. Oounsellor, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of
P~ace 7"
Jesus was God as well as Man, and thus the secret is discovered,
the whole matter made plain. "The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thfle: therefore
.also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shaH be called the
Son of God." "The Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten
from everlasting of the Father, the very and eternal God, took man's
nature upon Him in the womb of the virgin Mary, of her substance:
so that two whole and perfect· Natures, that is to say, the (,lodhead
and Manhood, were joined together in one Person, never to be divided,
whereof is one Christ, very God and very Man j who truly :mff~red,
was crucified, dead and buried, to reconcile His Father to us, and to
be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for all actual sins of
men" (Article 2, Church of England). Our Shepherd is both Divine
and human j God to save, and Man to pity. He hath the stupendous
power of the Almighty God. His outstretched arm none can resist;
the powers of hell must tremble in His presence j all must bow before
Him, and confess themselves His servants: the wolf, the leopard, the
lion and the bear must fall, for now hath arisen a Deliverer more
powerful than they. The Lion of the tribe of Judah stands forth
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to protect the flock. Who now shall dare approach to hurt the weakest
lamb 1 Who now will lift his hand against it 1 for He who ia the
Upholder of· the. world, the Omnipotent, to whom nothing is impossible;
the Oreator of all things, from whom all power in existence emanatesHe stal,lds up in defence of the chosen flock. Who can prevail against
One whose power is ~rivincible 1 Who can stand when the voice of
Goel saith, "I will overturn 1"
This, dear friends, is our Good Shepherd, Jesus the Son of God,
and truly He may well be termed "!!,ood." "There is none good but
God," but we have seen that in Him dwelt all the fulness of the God.
head, and therefore all the holine's, the righteousness, the purity of
God the Father must have dwelt in Jesus; He being of one essence
with the Father, must have been one also in goodness and truth.
But it may be that the goodness here referred to in the title of our
blessed Lord is rather His loving-kindness manifested towards His
flock, than the int,rinsic holiness of His Divine nature. Truly, Jesus is
the Good Shepherd, for His care and unceasing love are unequalled.
His power hath provided every blessing, and His love hath bestowed
them on His people.
n. The second point in our text calling for a tention is the Flock.
We have been considering the two-fold nature of our Divine Shepherd,
we now turn to the sheep. Will it not be possible to discover some
eharacteristic of that flock of which Jesus says, "I am the Good
Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of Mine 1"
The sheep of Jesus, who are they 1 How can they be known 1
:My friends, the Lord has a chosen people on he earth, chosen in
Ohrist before the foundation of the world, chosen to everlasting life
as vessels made to honour. These the Ohurch of England declares
(in her 17th Article, which is fully scriptural) "are called according
to God's purpose by His Spirit working in due season: they through
grace obey the calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons
of God by adoption: they be made like the image of His onlybe~otten Son Jesus Ohrist: they walk religiously in good works,
and at length, by God's mercy, they a tain to everlasting felicity."
Yes, dear friends, these are the sheep of Jesus, they who have been
called by Hi,S Spirit, and are led thereby: these are the blood-bought
fi0ck, they who are justified by the imputed righteousness of Jesus, and
made like unto His image in holiness and purity. Do you ask how
they can be known-how we can distinguish the sheep of Ohrist's
fold from those who do not own Him as their Shepherd 1 Not, it
'illJJ.y be answered, by any dress, or name, or peculiarity of priestly
garment-not by dwelling in monasteries and in locked-up cells of
llunneries-not by forming brotherhoods and sisterhoods, and living
separate from other portions of mankind. Not thus are they known,
.not thus are they characterized, but by walking religiously in good
works, by acting up to what they read in Scripture, by the practice
·of what is preached.
.
Ohrist's sheep are in the world, but are not of the world. They
work the works of holiness, not because they hope thereby to mem
~lory, but out of love to their Gooi Shepherd, in gratitude for His
.great work for them. The fll)ck of Ohrist are thus known to the
2 F
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world, and in this- way, too, they attain themselves that assurance of
hope that maketh not ashamed.
Note here, also, that these sheepbelong to Jesus, they are His. He says, "I knpw l11V sheep." Oh,
what comfort- to belong to Jesus! The father provides for his family,
the master for his servants,. the shepherd for his sheep. Oh, dear
children of God, we are His sheep, none other las 'ar ought to have
rule over us, none other has or can have the same love. How thankful, hoW' grateful ought we to be for all these benefits bestowed, upon
us-that our sins are blotted out as a thick cloud; that He pardons,
nor pardons only, but loves also-loves, provides for, and sustains the
whole flock; saying, "they are Mine," Sheep are generally marked to,
show to whom they belong. There is some mark on them known 'to,
the owner, by which they can be distinguished from all others; and
does not Jesus say, "I know My sheep 1" does He not profess to tell ,
them from -all others 1 and is it not written, "The counsel of the Lord
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweththem that -areHis 1"
Ill. The Shepherd's knowledge of His sheep is the third point in
our text: "I know My sheep."
Have not the spiritual sheep of
Ohrist's flock their mark also, whereby He knows them 1 Is there'
not in their case a red mark clearly discoverable, and that mark the
blood of their Divine Shepherd 1 Is not His flock a blood-bought
one 1 for is it not written, "Without shedding of blood there is no
remission 1 "< Yes, dear friends, the blood of J esUB is the safety of Hissheep; and when His blood is seen by God the Father, then is all else
7tnseen-all sins, all faults forgotten; for as in Egypt it had been said,.
"When I see the blood, I will pass over," so the blood of Jesus on
the sinner's soul cleanseth it from all sin. Dear hearer, hast thOlli
an interest in this blood 1 Oan Ohrist distinguish thee as His,
because marked with the crimson dyes of His most precious blood ~
It is not a matter of indifference whether the blood of Ohrist is
precious to you or not; how can His sheep be known without His
mark 1 and if not known, then are they not His, for of all His flock He
says, "I know My sheep." Oh, seek an interest in the cleansing.
blood, seek to be known by. the Good Shepherd. But the mark is.
not the only means by which the Shepherd knows His sheep. It is said
that Eastern shepherds, and some in England too, know he sheep by'
looking in their faces-there is a something whereby heir practised
eyes can tell one from another; and shall not Jesus, whose eye pene-trates the inmost recesses of the heart, know full well all about His
people 1 He sees the silent tears, He hears the hidden sigh, He
knows the ,inward struggle, nor is He unmindful of the sore tempta--'
tions through which they often pass. He who cries out now, "Who
shall deliver me from the body of this death 1" will not so cry for'
ever, for the Shepherd's ear is open to the bleating of His sheep. "I
am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep." What joy it is to the·
flock that "by the Lord actions are weighed," and motives are knowTh
to Him: men may misjudge us, but Jesus will not; He knows His
sheep.
IV. The fourth point in the text is, the knowledge the sheep have of
thei1' Shepherd. "And am known of Mine." True it is that here·
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on earth Christ's sheep know but in part;, and see through a glass
darkly; but this only proves the greatness of that love, the brightness of that glory which in part; knowledge is so precious. What
must it be when seen in all its fulness ~
The sheep know and love their Shepherd: they hear His voice and
follow Him; they appreciate His work-" though He were rich, yet for
their sakes He became poor, that they through His poverty might be
rich;" they know, for they have been taught by the blessed Spirit,
that He is their only Saviour, and none other will they trust;. His
hand alone saved them frolli the devouring lion, and from past
mercies ,they draw fresh confidence-they are. sure He will protect
them to the end. They know Him, for He hath manifested Himself
to them as He doth not unto the world, and through faith which He
hath given them they both know Him and have seen Him. Friend,
dost thou thus know thy Lord, as having given His life for thee
and secured every blessing ~ Oanst thou Tc'joice that He knowet4
thy inmost thoughts, and hath pledged Himself to direct thy steps ~
Happy they who thus know Him, for our text tells of a Mighty
Deliverer, whose care extends to the weakest lamb of His flock.
and whose love is such that He here claims the title of the Good
Shepherd, as expressive of His deep affection. Do any hearers of
these words feel as sheep without a Shepherd, wandering still UpOll.
the dark mountains, without a Protector and without a Guide ~
May God's grace, dear' friends, even while you hear, make you to
feel your lost and perishing condition, so that you may be gently
constr~ined to enter by the one Door into the triIe fold.
" Jesus, Thou Shepherd of the 8heep,
Thy little flock in safety keep;
The flock for which Thou cam'st
from heaven,
The flock for which Thy life was
given.

" Lord, bring Thy sheep that wander
yet,
And let the number be complete;
Then let Thy flock from earth remove,
And occupy Thy fold above."

THE PRIVILEGE QF GOD'S DEAR OHILDREN.
I HAVE no proprietary in the riches I possess. They are only lent
me for, a few years, to be dispensed and distributed as my great Lord
and Master sees fit to appoint; namely, for the benefit of the poor
and necessitous, which He has made His deputies, to caU for and
receive His money at my hands. And this, indeed, is the best use I
can put it to, for my own advantage as well as theirs; for the money
I bestow upon the poor I give to God to lay up for me, and I, have
His infallible Word of promise for it, that it shall be paid to me
again, with unlimited interest, out of His heavenly treasure, which is
infinite, eternal, and inexhaustible. Hence it is that when I see any
fit object of charity, methinks I hear the Most High. say to me,
"Give this poor brother so much of My stock as thou hast in thy
hand, and I will place it to thy' account, as given to MyseH."Bishop Beveridge.
2 F 2

436

The Gospel Magazine.

'ilrnhstant·

~eacon.

THE RESTORATION OF THE HOUSE OF STUART.
I~

the face of the remarkable outburst of national loyalty at the
present moment, and the genuine di'lplay of affection for the Royal
Lady who, thanks to the Protestant settlement, sits on the British
throne to-day, the public ought not to forget that various political
combinations exist in the country, the object of which is to bring
about the restoration of the Roman Catholic House of Stuart. With
a view to directing attention to these pernip.ious organizations, we
reprint from the pages of the Monthly Letter of the Protestant Alliance
the following nan:ative, which originally appeared in the New York
Sun (June lOth, 1892). The Jacobite League to which the article
refers is stiil in existence, under more guises than one, we believe,
and from time to time references to its mysterious doings get into the
public prints, especially in the pages of The English Churchman. The
New York Sun states:There is staying at the Fifth Avenue Hotel a young Englishman, or
Briton, as he prefers to call himself, whose mission to America is a
peculiar one. His name is MELVILLE HENRY Do GLA.S BRucE, a'ld he is an
Irish landlord, his estates bein~ at Castle Morris, BaUybeggin. county
Kerry~The title by which he is known is the" MARQ. IS DE RuvIGKY
and RAINEVAL of FRANCE and COUNT of PONTEMEZZO in Savoy," and
he is known as the Registrar of the Legitimist Jacobite League.
The object of this league is to restore a Smart to the throne of Great
Britain and Ireland, and it is the furtherance of that object which has
brought the young Jacobite across the Atlantic. To a reporter of the
S~£n the Marquis outlined the objects of the league.
.. It was formed," he said, "to educate public opinion, so that in case
of any change, or the death of the present occupant of the throne, the
people will know where to look for the rightful sovereign. We are
acting in a perfectly constitutional manner, and are putting np candidates for Parliament, who will pledge themselves to work for the repeal
of Acts which at present stand in the way of the atta.inment of onr
object. We must secure the repeal of the Act of Settlement, which
placed the succession in the descen"lants of the ELECTRESS SOPRIA-the
Act which gave us the present Hanoverian reigning hOl1s~, with its
impediment of poor and petty princes to be kept at public expense.
"Our representatives are expected to repeal the Act of Union. We
are Home Rulers-at least, I am-,md" believe in separate government
for England, Ireland, and Scotland, a Parliament in Dublin and Edin·
bur/Zh as well as in L)ndon, and an Imperial Parliament over all.
"Then the remaining religious disabilLties imposed by former Acts of
Parliament must be removed, and the King might be of any religious
belief. Tue Legitimist Jacobite League believes in religious toleration,
and is not a Roman CatholiG organization, as might be supposed. We
desire simply to place the legitimate heir on the throne, and she is the
DucREss MARYof MODENA and ARCR,DUCRESS of AUSTRIA-EsTE, the wife
of PRINCE LOUIS of BAvARa. She is a direct descendant of CHARLES 1.
through the Lady HENRIETTA, an elder daughter. The present occupant
{)f tqe throne is descended from the youngest daughter of J AMES 1., and
there are fifty-two persons whose ri~ht to the throne precedes hers. The
Stuarts were Kings by the grace of God; the Guelphs "by the grace of
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the Commons. What the people gave they can take away, and action
looking to that end is constitutional, and cannot be called treason.
" There is an Act of the third year of VICTORIA'S reign declaring it
treason to plot or conspire against her or her heirs or successors, or to
say or publish anything derogatory to their right to reign. Still the
League issues pamphlets declaring hti" to be a usurper, and calling young
England and young, Scotland to arms to put their rightful sovereign on
the throne. We have two newspapers-the Whirlwind (published by the
Hon. STUART ERSKINE alld HERBERT VIVIAN) and the Royalist-and we
are about to establish anotler to be called the Briton. These journals do
not mince matters, nor do our speakers at their -public mept.ings, yet no
attempt has been made to epforce the Act against us. We only wish
that a prosecution would be attempted, for we have assurance from
eminent counsel that the Act is unconstitutional. I suppose we have
not been prosecuted because it is thought that we are not possessed of
any strength. If the Government thinks that. it is mistaken, for our
organization extends throughout the United Kingdom, and we are continually building it up. .
"Our members in Parliament we expect will assist to restore the
Royal prerogative of veto. and reverse all attainders against adherents
of the house of Stuart and their descendants.
"We cannot hope to do much but organize and elect members of
Parliament during the lifetime of the prespnt occupant of the throne,"
continued the MARQUIS. "There is a feeling that, however bad may
have beeu the reign of her predecessors, VICTORU. is a good woman.
and no effort will be made to disturh her i but with the PRINCE of
oN ALES it is different. He has scandalised the nation, and there will be
no compunctions felt in the League against preventing his taking the
throne."
The Marquis said that he hoped to stand as a Home Rule candidate
for West Kerry, where his estate is, and that other Parliamentary candidates of the Jacobites will be WALTER CLIFFORD MELLOR, STEWART
MEADE (cousin of the EARL of CL~WILLIAM), the Hon. STUART
E~SKINE (Bon of LORD ERSKINE), GORDOX FRAZER (a descendant of
LORD LOYETT), and perhaps Sir THOMAS MORE. One of the most prominent organizers is VISCOUNTESS MAIDSTOXE. Others who are known
toiavour the objects of the League are the MARQUIS of BUTE and
LORD ASHBURNHAM, who has never taken his seat in the House of
Lords because of hiB disinclination to take the oath of allegiance to
VICTORIA.
The last member of Parliament the League had was Sir JOHN POPE
HENNESSY, who was alwa.ys ready to interrogate the Government on
behalf of the League. .
The League still has two or three friends in the House of Commons.
One is JOHN E. REDMOND, member for Waterford, who is expected to
arrive in the Etl'uria on Saturday. The MARQUIS DE RUVIGNY will
remain in New York until after Mr. REDMoND's lecture in the Academy
of Music, which he will: attend.. He will then go to Canada, with the
view of extending the League's work to the colonies.
The League was organised last October, 103 years after the Jacobite
demonstration in favour of the Pretender, CHARLES EDWARD. The only
public demonstration, aside from its meetings, was on F"brnary 8th
last, when the MARQUIS DE -RUVIGNY, at tbe head (If a large party of
Stuart sympathisers, entered Westminster Abbey to deposit a wreath of
fbwers on the tomb of the" assassinated" MARY STUART QUEEN of
SCOTS, it being the anniversary of her txecution at Fothel'ingay Castle.
It was a. free day at the Abbey, but the doors of the Royal Chapel were
locked, and the way was blocked by vergers and. constables. The
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Marquis succeeded, however, in placing the flowers on the railing in
front of the tomb of '~he Queen.
The first MARQUIS DE RUVIGNY was created when CHA.RLES I. was
endeavouring to subdue his rebellious Commons, and was mentioned by
LORD JERMYN, then ambassador at Paris, in a letter to the King, ~n
which he said: "A body of five thousand men have been raised by the
MARQUIS DE RUVIGNY, and are shortly to be embarked at Pendermis."
The second Marquis was created EARL of GALWAY, but that title became
extinct, as h\5 died without issue. The Jacobite missionary to America.
is the ninth Marquis to claim the title.

SACERDOTAL DISLOYALTY.
AT a time when a spirit of popular loyalty is displaying itself with an
exuberance wholly unpreceaented, it is much to be deprecated that
any section nf the QUEEN'S subjects should deliberately introduce a
jarring note into the national celebration of her long and beneficent
reign. The responsibility of creating such discord is surely all the
more grave when its authors claim to be the guides and exemplars of
the people.
We are led to these reflections after perusing a leading article which
appeared last week in the columns of the Church Times, under the
head-line of "Ohurch and Queen; or, How to Observe June 20tb."
The tone and diction of the composition remind us vividly of the
worst days of our Romanizing contemporary-<lays whose memories it
had been presumed could never be revived. It is clear, however, that
the organs of the so-called Oatholic Revival are prepared, on any
suitable occasion, to revert to the use of their earlier methods of
warfare, and to manifest unchanged hostility to lawful authority
whenever its requirements are deemed to be inconsistent with the
supreme claims of Sacerdotalism.
The newspaper in question sets out with the assertion that the
minds of a large number of the clergy are being exercised as to how
they shall observe the anniversary of the Queen's Accession this
month. The statement is a somewhat remarkable one con idering that, by
the express order of the SOVEREIGN-le unto whom the chief Government
of all estates of this realm, whether they be Ecclesiastical or Oivil, in
all causes doth appertain "-80 special form of prayer has been published for the use of the clergy of the Established Ohurch on that
day. The question of how law-abiding ministers of our National
Church shall observe the sixtieth anniversary of the Victorian
Accession has thus been constitutionally anticipated. But it would
seem that the members of the religious school whose peculiar views
find expression in the pages of the (Jhunh TirJ"Les maintain that the
obligation to adopt the prescribed form of Accession Service would be
for the clergy to violate their canonical promise as to using the Book
of Oommon Prayer only in their public ministrations. The service
not being 'part of the Prayer-book lacks authority! The Royal Order
in Oouncil is thus significantly ignored. But the Sacerdotalist organ
had best speak for itself. Its astounding utterances may well be put
on record as illustrating the unveiled antipathy of the more advanced
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wing ~f the Anglo-Roman party to the Royal Supremacy-ror that in
the root and branch of this fresh outgrowth of Sacerdotal
tawlessness. Thus :-" The Form which has been sent to all incumbents
by Messrs. EYRE and SPOTTISWOODE in virtue of an order in Council
made by the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY, the LORD PRESIDENT of
the COUNCIL, the BISHOP of LONDON, and LORD BALFOUR, of Burleigh,
is exactly on the same footing as the Form wrongly bound up with
the Prayer-book, and is equally without authority. It is notbing to
the point that this Form is not in itself open to the same objections
as the other, especially in' regard to the blasphemom parody of the
Psalter in the old Form; or that the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY and
the BISHOP of LONDON took part in ·the Council; or that the Form
was drawn up by, or under the direction of, the ARCHBISHOP. For
those Prelates were not acting as Bishops, but as members of the
Privy Council; they have no episcopal authority except in their own
dioceses, and even in their own dioceses they have no authority to
supersede the Book of Common Prayer."
Such utterances as the foregoing come ill from the organ of the
party whose notorious custom is to use publicly endless forms of
service-more or less Roman in their origin-and wholly foreign to
the letter and spirit of the legalized Book of Common Prayer.
What authority does the Ohurch Timet claim for the "Altar Cards"
used by the Ritualistic clergy at their "Masses "-what, too, for
their pilferings from Papal Missals-what, also, for the "Priest's
Prayer Book," et hoc genus mnne? It is obvious, therefore, that this
new-born zeal for obedience to the terms of Subscription is transparently insincere. "To use this Form, then "-the article pr6ceeds"would be an act of disobedience, and a breach of the solemn
promise made by every Incumbent at his Institution. It is quite
clear that, whatever is done, the Sunday service as prescribed in the
Book of Common Prayer must not be snperseded. Catholic custom
prescribes that every Sunday the Holy Sacrifice must be offered for
the parish. These general principles must be observed by anyone
who wishes to celebrate tbe QUEEN'S Accession Day in a way that
will be pleasing· to GOD." That is, GOD, whose Word commands us to
obey, for: conscience sake, those who are set to rule over us, will be
more pleased that the Mass Sacrifice should be offered on Accession
Day than that. a Form of Prayer and Thanksgiving, which carries·
the QUEEN'S lawful sanction, should be used in public worship by her
subjects!
.
That such is the substantial contention of the Ohurch Times is
further made plain by the proposal-" Where there is more than one
celebration of the Holy Eucharist, one can be with the special
intention of prayer and praise with reference to the QUEEN'S reign,
and at this celebration a special Epistle and Gospel, and possibly a
special Collect, may be used with the permission of the BISHOP of the
diocese." It is further urged that, where practicable, "a second
solemn celebration, of a votive character," might be introduced.
How far the Ritualistic clergy will go in defying the authority of
the Crown, by adopting the policy of rebellion laid down for them,
remains to be seen.-The English Churchman.
~ruth IS
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BISHOP

WALDEGRAVE.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SlR,-When you announced in last month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE
that the Portrait of the Hon. and Right Rev. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE,
Bishop of Carlisle, would appear in the May number, I was delighted
to think I should see the face of my dear mastu :whom I loved and
served. I can most readily endorse all you sa.y about -nis dordi.hip 7
his godliness, his learning, his liberality, and his resid.ence,' Rose
Castle, how it was open house for the god1y and the poor, and how
hard he worked in his diocese, till his health and strength gave way,
and he was called home.
The links and steps in the chain of God's providencp. by which I was
brought before him, are to my mind very striking and special. The
late Editor, dear Mr. COWELL, was the first link. And here I would
say, I do esteem it a great favour and privilege to have known personally
three Editors of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE-yourself, Mr. COWELL, and Dr.
DOUDNEY. When dear Mr. COWELL was called home, my cl ear wife
said to me, "Who shall we have now as Editor?" I said, "Well, the
Lom has the right llian somewhere, and there are two men, godly men, I
know, either of them would do; the first is Dr. DOUDNEY'S son, and
the second is Rev. J. ORMISTON ," and wonderful I thought it that my
impression should have proved correct. My acquaint.ance with Mr.
COWELL was in this way: Many years ago-so many I do not remember
the exact year, but 1855 or 1856-one of his articles was made a special
blessing to me in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and I wrote of it to him. He
wrote back to say he was going to preach at Avebury, in Wiltshire,
on the following Sabbath, and should pass through Reading, "here he
had to stay and change lines. I was then living at a large palk, a few
miles away from Reading. He said, if I could meet him he should bli. most
pleased to see me. As the family I lived with were not at home, I
went and met him. As we were quite strangers, I wondered how we
should find' each other. I walked for some time on the platform, and
at last went 'into the waiting-room, which was crowded with people;
and I thought, ,( Well, I shall never find him." At last I called
out, "Is there any gentleman here named COWEI.L," and up jumped a
gentleman in one corner, who was reading; he came to me, and ~niade
me quite welcome and at home with him. He said, "I am Borry the time
is nearly up for me to start again, I wppose you could not go with me?"
I said yes, I could, and got a ticket for Marlborough. Then we took
the coach across the Wiltshire downs-I think to Avebury-wbere the'
Rev. F. TUGWELL and a number of friends met bim. All expected him,
but, of course, no -one expected me, and be knew no more of me than
his friends did j 'but he told them bow we had suddenly become
acquainted, and I told them what I was, a servant, a footman, but" with
one or two exceptions, all received me as a Christian brother j anu Mr.
TUGWELL especially took to me, but, of coarse, my position as a servant1 thought one or two noticed that. I much enjoyed myself over the
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Sunday, and left on Monday morning. Mr. COWELL preached in the
morning a sweet Gospel sermon; I am sorry I do not remember his
text. Mr. TUGWELL in the evening, and his text and sermon seemed
all for me; I have never forgot, and never shall: "Accepted in the
Beloved."
Well, Mr. TUGWELL and I became great friends; and he
was the second link in ·the chain of providence, for, some time after,
when the. Bishopric of Carlisle was given to the Hon. S. WALDEGRAVE,
he and Mr. TUGWELL were friends. He asked Mr. TUGWELL if he knew
of a godly man, as he wanted, a butler; Mr. TUGWELL spoke of me. But
I must not forget, also, that Mr. COWELL was once preaching at Wilford
,House. Nottingham, and L'ldyLucy ~mTH asked him if he knew of a
godly man as butler, and Mr. COWELL wrote to me to meet her ladyship
at the Great Northern Hotel, London: however, I was led to the Bishop.
As my paper is full, I must conclude.
Yours very affectionately in truth,
. Tonbridge, May 19th, 1897.
S. S.
MEMORIES OF THE REY. DR. HEWLETT.
To the Editor of The Goopel Maga.zine.
DEAR SIR,-This is the first time I have taken up the pen in behalf
of our dear old Magazine since you became its Editor. Let me here
say that it is not because I have less admiration, but, like Mr. CRUJ)IP,
who in this month's number was drawn out towards you for an account
of good Bishop W ALDEGRAVE, and his remembering his texts; so, too,
I am drawn in feelings of gratitude for your testimony, and for space given
to dear Dr. HEWLETT, especially as it brings before me remembrances
of affection and love that existed between him and my dear parents,
as well as my own as a boy at his Sunday School. This part of his
ministry was six years before, I was born, and by the capital letters
Itrl}-ce even here the same connection. I cQuld give many interesting
acc:mnts of the faithful ministry, crowded congregations, &c., he gathered
in all parts of Lancashire, and ,the many miles dear people of God
walked to hear him, like Mr. j]RUMP. I will only mention one. It
was aiter his preaching at St. Thoma5's Church, Park L'l.ne, Liverpool,
one Sunday morning. An aged pilgrim said to him, ,. It's a good while
since you preached here." "Yes," said the doctor, "how long 7 do you
remember 7" "I do; it's forty years last Sunday aftl;lTlloon but one,"
giving the text, chapter and verse. "YDu are quite right." The doctor
went on to tell us the cjrcnmstances of, his" coming here at that time.
Yes, I too can tell of sermons "and texts, for they are ever memorable.
What is there that remains so much in our memories as these or other
such f:pots and springs by the way ~ because here we are refreshed and
helped on. Only la.t Sunday I was looking for a spring in the sanctuary.
Often I cannot get it in the sermon, but my eye caught this sweet word,
"Tbey shall drink of the brook in the way, and"shalllift up their head."
. God grant. dear Editor. that our old Magazine may thus call upon,
and give drink to, God's dear people in every part of our country.
There exist," I am sure, many other Bacas; may you be instrumental
in finding them out.
Liverpool, June lot, 1897.
JAMES SERGEANT.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Eclit07' of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-The country will soon be celebrating the Jubilee of our
most gracious QUEEN, but amidst all the glittering pomp and splendour
there is the sad spectacle of the nation fast departing from that righteousDess which has exalted it for so long.
"Shall I not visit for these
things 1" saith J ehovah; and, verily, He will not be mocked; sin will
be punished. May He in wrath remember mercy. There are the
faithful few that love the doctrines of sovereign grace, and they are
scattered here and there. (l-od knows them, for has He Dot engaged
to bring them to glory 1 and to be favoured with one glimpse of the
,King in His beauty will eclipse the brightest scene earth could produce.
May we be so fa.voured at this Jubilee time, then shall we have cause
to rejoice.
From the hearts of God's children arises the prayer that
the Royal house may know Zion's God.
May I ask our friends to join with us in prayer that the Lorll will
be pleased to open up new places to receive free-grace reading~ While I
am thankful to say that the relding is valued by many, still, many
doors are closed to us, and we are unable to do the good we would.
Gifts of free-grace literature, especially illustrated papel's, and contributions in money are always acceptable.

-;.

FROM A MISSION.

Your kind gift of about 380 periodicals and books for the use of the
Mission is very welcome, and we desire to return gra.teful thanks for it.
We trust your good work is being blessed.
To the kind inquiries of friends, I beg to ay that I am still very
weak. Again thanking you, and trusting you are well,
Yours very sincerely.
1, Wilton Place, Salisb~b7'Y, June 5th, 1 97.
A~N E. BRIDER.
IT would be for us a good thing if we would learn from Jacob this
holy wrestling-never to let the Lord alone until He bless us. But,
alas! we are often overtaken by sin. we pray wi hout preparation,
and so often go our way without His blessing. We offer up our
prayers like incense; made, indeed, according to the Lord's direction,
but not kindled by fire from the altar. It is no wonder that the Lord
smell not in them a sweet sacrifice, for inCense without fire hath no
fragrant smell; and then we often rise, not once considering whether
we have obtained a blessing from the Lord or not. Oh that we understood more the excellency of this grace of prayer, that we might the
more delight in it! It is the hand of a Christian, which is able to
reach from earth to heaven, and take forth every measure of good
from the Lord's treasury. It is one of those keys of the house of
David whereby we open the doors of the heavenly palace, and go in
to take a view of that eternal building and glorious mansion prepared
for us in heaven. Yes, it is unto us as the fiery chariot of Elijah,
whereby we mount up, and have our conversation with God in the
heavens. 0 happy, thrice happy, soul whom the Lord bath endued
with this most precious grace !-Bishop Cowpe7', 1629.
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THE BELIEVER'S TRIUMPH.
(PSAL1!

xvii. 15.)

A THOUSA.ND snares beset my path to heaven,
A thousand sorrows have my spirit riven;
Yet I can tread with joy this thorny road,
Because I know it leads me to my God.
The way is trod by many weary feet,
But all at length before the throne shall meet;
The feeblest there will be a welcome ~uest,
If in the Saviour's weddin~ garment drest.
I too shall reach that home, through sovereign grace,
And see my dear Redeemer face to face;
What satisfaction shall my soul possess,
When perfect in His robe of righteousness.
I satisfied I-oh. what a thought is this .With perfect likeness to my Lord in bliss;
No sin or grief to mar my peacefnl rest,
Complete in Him, I must be ever blest.
The weary labourer then shall rest for aye,
His toils all ended-not in nigh, bnt day;
The faithful servant hear RiB Lord's "Well done,"
"Come, share with Me My honours and .My crown."
The poor shall find their every wan supplied
By God's own hand-and e,ery tear be dried;
Each sufferer shall have left his couch of pain,
Nor ever heave one sigh for rest again,
All, all shall then be fully satisfied,
Not one desire or wish ungratified j
While every harp is tuned to sing His praise
And every voice unites this song to l'aise:
"All glory, honour, to the Lamb of God,
Who loved and washed us in His precious blood;
All power, dominion, majesty be given
By all on earth and all the hosts of heaven."
The prophets, priests, and kings, this path have trod;
'Tis well defined, for it is marked by blood:
They have obtained the prize. and now behold
Their God and Father, and His love unfold.
Oh, when I join that highly favoured throng,
My voice will sure be loudest in that song;
That one so vile, so worthless should be there,
In such unutterable bliss to share.
May these bright prospects cheer us day by day,
Though tribulations mark our heavenward way;
Let each believer. through his griefs press on,
Remembering it is true-" No cross, no crown."

s.

C.

444

The Gospel Magazine.

A MONTHLY REOORD.
AT the, time at which we write, the QUEEN'S Diamond Jubilee celebra~ions are about to take place, and, with special ceremonial, festivities,
and rejoicing, it will probably be a very marked event in the history
of our nation. It may well call attention to our national blessings,
and to the remarkaple position which we are permitted to occupy
amongst the nations of the world; but it seems probable that it will
have an effect which had not been expected from it-namely, that of
uniting our extensive Oolonies to us more closely than they have ever
been united before. This is a most important matter, deeply affecting
the interests of our countrymen and fellow-subjects both at home and
abro.ad. If absolutely Free Trade could be established throughout our
vast Empire, and if the different portions of that Empire CQuld be more
closely cemented together, upon an evident community of interests, as
one great whole, we should reap immense advantages-advantages such
as probably no empire upon earth has had the opportunity of reaping and
enjoying btfore. The DUKE of DEVONSHIRE, as President of the British
Empire League, stated recently that, wbilst he "believed that Free Trade
was the best and the wisest policy for this country. we could all see now
that the virtues which were attributed to Free Tradp, and the results
which were expected to follow from it, were virtues which it did not
possess, and results which had not followed from it. Its speedy and
universal adoption all over the world was prophesied. That prophecy
had been falsified. The world had not become the commercial Paradise
which was predicted in the early days of Free Trade opinion, when it
was hoped tbat Free Trade would bind all the nations of the earth so
closely together that it wou14 be a matter of comparatively little
importance to us by whom they were ruled, or under what influence
they were governed. We had since learnt by painful experience that
neither old nor new markets were being thrown open to us by the
influence of Free Trade alone; that if we wanted to proyide that
increasing commerce which was necessary for the suppor of our ir:creasing population, we must find those markets for ourselves; ar.d
that we must neglect no opportunity either of expanding or of consQlidatillg, our colonial possessions."

---

OUR vast colonial possessions entail upon us large responsibilities and
constant cares. We are no sooner free from some distant tribal dispute or
petty war than another arises. On the North· West frontier of India,
a small body of our troops has just been treacherously assaulted, and
several officers and about thirty soldiers have been shot. This will, of
course, lead to a punitive expedition, if not to a small tribal war, and
perhaps, as in several previous ca.ses, to a further extension of our
territory in that direction. But it is well thankfully to remember, that
over and over again tbese small wars and conquests have bem followed
by some exceedingly happy results. For example, the Bida campaign,
in Western Africa, which was recently brought to such a remarkably
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successful issue-a few hundred Haussas, stalwart black natives, trained
by British officers, having met and routed many thousands of the most
warlike tribes of that region-has already been follo,wed by the most
satisfactory and beneficent results. Our commanding officer there, Sir
GEORGE T. GOLDIE, writes, "It would require an abler pen than mine
to convey to the Oouncil adequately the wild outburst of joy that has
been displayed throughout the extensive regions' now secured from
slave-raiding, where there is hardly a family that is not welcoming
back some near relation who had heen carried off as a slave." So
intense was the rejoicing, that Sir GEORGE adds, "I cannot but fear
that this excessive, though natural ebullition of feeling, if unduly prolonged, will seriously affect the production of food supplies in the
coming season." Here then is, humanly speaking, one secret of the
success of our colonial enterprises, and of the rapid expansion of our
vast Empire; we have conferred, wherever our arms have gone, upon
the peoples who have come under our sway, the blessings of freedom,
jllstice, and civilization, and they have gratefully received and acknowledged them. No doubt we might have done much more for them,
but yet we may rejoice in the recollection that we have at least done
this.
PEACE seems to be on the point of being concluded between Greece
and Turkey, although the final settlement is beset with difficulties.
We cannot help regretting the present results of the war, that a
worthy people like the Greeks should be humiliated and impoverished,
and that an unworthy, and sanguinary people like the Turks should
have been exalted and enriched; but all may be a part of the Divine
will; and we may expect to see it pave the way, or be overruled, for
t~e accomplishment of far more important and sa isfactory results.
LATER news from Madagascar indicate that there is some improvement in the state of affairs there. Owing, in all probability, to the
earnest exertions of French Protestants, the Minister for the Oolonies
has given such instructions as have resulted in the restoration of
more than ninety places of worship to the native Christians, from
whom the Jesuits had wrongfully taken them. This action has caused
great joy to the congregations, which have thus entered once more
into their own heritage; it will also do not a little to bind the
Ohristians to French rule, and to give abiding peace. The French
Minister of the Oolonies has given a proof that the desire of his
Government is for religious equality to be a reality wherever the
French flag flies; and he has also rebuked that false patriotism which
doubts all patriotism that is not identical with subservience to the
Ohurc.h of Rome. Even French Protestant members of the Peace
Society and of the British and Foreign Bible Society sometimes find
it impossible to act without incurring the stigma of being un-Frenchmanlike and unpatriotic.

, THE National Society for the Prevention of Oruelty to Ohildren has
issued another annual report; and it proves, by the, particulars which,
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it publishes, that it is doing a very important work. It has increased its
area, and consequently its income and expenditure. The total of the committees undertaking areas of the country for the Society's work was, at
the beginning of the year, 590, at the end of it 699, being an increase of
109. The total cases reported to the Society was in the previous year
20,739; dnring this year it has been 23,284. The income from all
sources during the year 1896-97 was :-For Ordinary Expenditure,
£49,145 7s. 9d.; for Reserve Fund, £8,213 13s. 10d.; for Celebration
Fund, £1,349 15s. 6d. Omitting the Reserve Fund, the income of the
year has been an in~rease on the previous year of £7,756' 17s. 10d.
The expenditure for all objects has been £54,027 19s. 4d., and the
year closes with a deficit of £3,178 14s. 5d. Throughout its organiza-'
tion, the Society's ];epresentatives have received 23,284 complaints of
suspected wrongs done to children. After investigation, 21,575 complaints were found to be true, including wrongs of lighter and graver
kind. The number of persons involved in these complaints was 30,182.
The number of children involved in them was 62,665. The action
t~ken by the Society is rletermined, not by whether a case can be
safely prosecuted, but is it necessary in the children's best interest to
prosecute. It insists on its inspectors reporting to it all facts in extenuation of the offender's conduct, and all facts in provocation of it. In
17,033 cases its decision was to warn. In 2,282 cases its decision was
to prosecute. In continuation of its warnings, and also after prosecutions, its inspectors paid 51,766 supervision visits. The Courts supported the Society's action in 2,213 cases out of 2,282 brought before
them. In 96'9 per cent. the Bench held them to be just, inflicting in
the aggregate 425 years of imprisonment and £720 fines. Two hundred
and two children on whose behalf complaints had been made died
before or during inquiries. It is distressing to find that such a Society
is stm so greatly needed; but, being needed, it is gratifying to perceive'
that it is accomplishing such a noble work.
D. A. D.
THE diversity of character and occupation one meets with in the
daily round is striking; yet, where the life of God is in the soul, the
object and aim is alike-one purpose, one secret pursuit. However
wide in experience, the pathway may converge; condition in life weighs
not a feather with Jehovah. Are they My ~on's purchase 1 Have
they His passport, sealed by the Holy Spirit 1 Then welcome to My
court, cottager; welcome to My throne, courtier.-George Cowell.
, RECONCILIATION, justification, and adoption may be thus distinguished.
In reconciliation, God is considered as the Sovereign Lord' and the
injured party, and the sinner as an enemy to Him. In justification
our, Maker sustains the character of the supreme Judge, and man is
considered as a guilty criminal standing before His tribunal. In
adoption ,the Source of all mercies appears as a Father, and the
,apostate sons of Adam as. aliens f~om Him; as belonging ~~ ~he
family of Satan, and denommated chIldren of wrath. In reconCIlIatIOn
we are made friends, in justification we are pronounced righteous, and
in adoption we are constituted heirs, and have a declared right to the
eternal inheritance.~Abraham Booth.

"
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOOIETY.
THE oldest of the Society's Homes is situated at OamberwelI, and on
June 10th, its sixty-second anniversary was commemorated, a large
number of visitors finding their way to this "peaceable habitation and
quiet resting-place." The Rev. W. LUSH, of Marden, preached an excellent sermon in the afternoon, from Psalm cvii. 30, "So He bringeth
them unto their desired haven." Tea was provided in a marquee in
the grounds; and the evening meeting was presided over by Mr. D.
O. PRESTON, J.P., supported by Messr3. W. J. PARKS, A. BOULDEN,
G. F. GRAY, and other members of the Committee. After a brief
statement by the Secretary, the VEN. ARCHDEACON RICHARDSON delivered
an address on "Peace," in which he beautifully expatiated on this
blessing, as experienced in the hearts of God's people and manifested
in their lives. This was followed by addresses from Messrs. T. CARR,
J. M, RUNDELL, G. OREASEY, W. J. PARKS, and G. F. GRAY. The
collections were devoted to the Maintenance Fund of the building.
The ecretary's epitome of the work of the Institution showed that.
commencing with three pensioners, the numbers had risen to 1,440,.
these recipients living in all parts of the United Kingdom, and receiving
pensions amounting to £10,500 per annum. In the Homes, eache
inmate has a room rent free, a sufficien supply of coals, medical
attendance, and other advantages. All who are interested in the aged"
and who sympathize with their special difficulties aed trials, are. invited:
to visit these buildings,. and witness the comfort and happiness secured
at a moderate expenditure. A little coming and going creates a pleasant
stir in lives which would otherwise be very quiet.
On June 1st, elections of inmates for the Homes and of other pen.
sioners to the £10 10s. pension, took place at the Cannon Street
Hotel, Mr. T. GREEN in the chair, supported by Messrs. W. H.
COLLINGRIDGE, J. Box, E. WILMSHURST, W. FEAZEY; and other
gentlemen. Ten of the oldest pensioners were raised to the £10 1Gs.
list without election, and twenty were advanced by the votes 'of subscribers; twelve were elected to the CamberwelI Asylum, twenty-five
to the Hornsey Rise Asylum, and six to the Stamford Hill Home.
Among those who have been recently nominated are three aged IQ.en·
who have long been acceptab1e village preachers: failing eyesight now
prevents one from travelling; another is a farm labourer, who has·
an imbecile son, twenty-five years of age, to support; whilst the third,'
who has been a follower of the Lord for fifty-two years, worked under'
the late beloved Dr. HEwLETT. In a recent letter, he says, "My only
property here is my grave," but all alike testify to the hold-fast of the.
tie that binds.
"That cord can ne'er be broken,
'Tis held by God alone;
His own seal is the token,
He knows, He helps His own."
. MOSES never forgot the first visions of God at the bush; neitherdid Jacob outlive 'the remembrance of the first Bethel visit of a God,
in Ohrist to his sou1.-DJ'. Hct1lJker.
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A Loyal HeaTt and True. A Memory of ARCHBBHOP PLUXKET. By
the Rev. CHARLES BULLOCK, RD. London: Home Words Publishing
Office.
THIS is a brief but interesting record of a noble life. A.. full memoir
will probably be published of the good Archbishop, but Mr. BULLOCK
in the meantime has issued this brid record. LoRD PLt;~n:ET was
highly respected and much beloved, and the Irish Ohnrch enjoyed a
great advantage in his wise and masterly supervision. The deadly
blight of sacerdotalism found no favour with him. In one of his
sermons he said that he "could have no shar~ in the desire of those
who wished to see in Ireland some reflection of that' more pronounced
Churchmanship' (as it is called), and of that more advanced ritual
which prevails in many portions of the sister Ohurch of England, the
need being not for' that other new departure,' but for more zeal, more
holiness, and more self-sacrifice."

By the Rev. Ii'. B. liEYER, B.A. London:
Morgan and Scot .
THE Author says in the preface to this li tIe book :-" It is my fiftieth
birthday. 'Goodness and mercy have followed me all the days of my
life,' and I trust I have entered the 'house of the Lord' to stay there
for ever. But the review of the past brings back to memory the
recollection of so many turned lessons, so much failure and sin, that
one would despair were it not for the blood that cleansech from all
sin. That past may be forgiven, but i· cannot be undone j and the
only way to ~tilize' it is to derive lessons and warnings for che benefit of
those who are following after. And so these words have been written,
largely for my young sisters and brothers of the 'Ohristian Endeavour
Society' on each side of the Atlantic; and, also, for all "ho desire to
know the secret of being SAVED AXD KEPT."
Saved and Kept.

Our Light Affliction. Sermons in Verse.
o. IT. By FREDERICK
MARSHALL. Oxford: J. C. Pembrey, 16-1,
alton reet; 1897.
SERMONS in verse do not as a rule attract us. The spiritually-minded
author of this metrical meditation on the Apostle's words (2 Oor. iv.
17, 18) appears, however, to have proquced a li tie work which is
likely to minister edification, for the doctrine is sound, the experience
·deep, and the composition of the lines pleasingly smooth and rhythmical.
We bid the effort God-speed.
Ohurch and People. Echoes of the Ohurch Pastoral Aid Society. London:
Home Words Office. .
-CONTAINS many partIculars of the conditien and needs of our
working-class population in the great .centres of industry, and of the
very important work which is being carried on amongst them by the
{,)hurch Pastoral Aid Society.

