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WHA.T IS A CHRISTIAN 1

" He that is joined unto the Lo'rd is one spirit."-l CORINTHIANS vi. 17.
"N(fW if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he t's none of His."Rm1A.J.'<s viii. 9.
THE question standing at the head of this article lately formed the
subject of a pulpit address to young men and women at Mary-Ie-port
Church, Bristol.
The preacher was led to propose and to answer the inquiry from
a belief that its importance, at the present time, is paramount. It may
be said, however, that at all times such a question must be important.
Though that be perfectly true, yet the present day is one when
religious profession is much more generally made than it was in past
times. Since the remarkable "religious revivals" influenced the
American Continent, and subsequently Ireland, England, and Scotlandsay, during the past forty years-and since lay preaching has become
almost universal, and evangelistic bodies are organized on an unprecedented scale-for example the" Salvation Army"-to make a religious profession, in one form or other, costs its professor much less than
it did when, as in the times of WHITEFIELD and TOPLADY, to "put on
CHRIST" involved bitter reproach ana contempt, social ostracism and
even cruel perEecutioIl. The term "Methodist" was originally one of
worldly contempt, as "Calvinist" and "Puritan" are in some circles
to·day. The up-growth and development of a spirit of worldlyreligiousness, coincidently with the spread of sacerdotalism, supplies
another, and one of the most dangerous, phases of modern" Christianity."
The present age, in the spiritual judgment of a thoughtful observer,
lacks reality in its wide-spread religious profession, and betrays
the absence of deep convictions, and of a sanctifying acquaintance
with the first principles of the doctrine of CHRIST. The" heavenly
calling" of the true people of GOD, and the practically separating
effect upon them of the grace of GOD, appear to lie quite outside the
knowledge of the multitudes who" name the name of CHRIST." The
religion which consists in calling CHRIST "Lord, Lord," while His
command, "Come out from among them, and be ye separate," is
2 I
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practically ignored, constitutes a Christianity which is consistent with
conformity to this present evil world, and with a love of the things
of the world. The line, the hard-and-fast dividing line, unalterably
laid down by the hand of GOD in His Word, "If any man love the
world, the love of the FATHER is not in him," is commonly transgressed
without fear or any thought of the condemnation which it involves.
It is a hard saying, and they cannot bear it, "All that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life, is not of the F ATHHR, but is of the world. And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of GOD abideth
for ever." The Gospel of the Kingdom conflicts with their love of
"the life that now is." The religion, therefore, which they devise for
themselves is one which professes only" the form of godliness." The
"power," the converting, transforming, sanctifying, fruit-producing
" power" is wholly absent. Outward participation in the worship of
GOD, and abstinence from the grosser sins of the flesh, combined with
the enjoyment of the pleasures, fashions, and fellowships of the world,
represent the present-day religion of millions. Deceived souls! whose
minds "the god of this world" hath blinded! "The light of the
glorious Gospel of CHRIST, who is the image of GOD," is hid from them,
as writes the Apostle to the Corinthians (2 Cor. iv. 3, 4). Yet, alas,
these are considered" Christians" by their fellows, and it is accounted
uncharity and narrow bigotry to call such Christless profession into
question. Is it, however, surprising that the people should thus belie
vital interest in CHRIST JESUS when their pastors and teachers
frequent the theatre and the concert-room, and take personal part,
even in public places, in amusements which are not merely frivolous
and vain but bordering on profanity, and worse? Bishops, and other
dignitaries of the Church, are to be found among apologists for the
stage, the novel, and the dance-their clergy, especially those who
favour histrionic musical services, adopt their worldly views-and" the
people love to have it so." Between" Christians" of this carnal type
and" Christians" whose Christianity is CHRIST in them-CC formed" in
them "the hope of glory"-there is indeed a great gulf fixed. Nothing
but the sovereign grace of the MOST HIGH, exercised by the QUICKEKIKG
SPIRIT in the form of a "new creation," can translate a soul from the
one Christianity to the other!
All true believers in the LORD JESUS CHRIST are "Christians," and
they only.
V\ ithout faith in CHRIST crucified and raised again
it is impossible to please GOD. Salvation consists in life-union with
the glorified SON of GOD. "He that is jained unto the Lord is one
spirit." It is this being spiritually, vitally, and formatively "joined
unto the LORD," in His risen Person and position at the FATHER'S
right hand, that constitutes a sinful man a "Christian" indeed.
Such persons were loved in CHRIST and chosen in Him by the
FATHER, before the world was, and their regeneration by the SPIRIT
is their manifestation and sealing. A broken heart, arising from
godly sorrow on account of convicted sin and acknowledged guilt,
gives early evidence that somethin~ which poor nature never could
or would effect, has been wrought within.
"Old things have
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passed away; behold, all things are become new." The atoning
blood of CHRIST'S sacrifice is the heart's only plea for mercy, and its
justifying and cleansing virtue has produced that peace of GOD
which passeth all understanding. The one fervent desire now is to
be kept abiding in the HEAD.
To be "one spirit" with Him is the
highest joy that soul can experience whom the unsearchable riches
of Divine grace have made to be "accepted in the BELOVED."
His SPIRIT possessing them, they hunger and thirst habitually after
Himself.
Communion of heart and soul with their exalted
REDEEMER, to dwell by faith with Him in the light, in the very
light of His adorable countenance, is the seventh heaven of the true
Christian. The Christ-character in the disciple thus becomes manifest
to others, who "take knowledge of him," and see how transparently
real the contrast is between his "religion" and their own. That
contrast, too, often begets in the mind of the formalist and the
Christless professor a feeling of resentment and hatred. The separated
walk, and Christ-like spirit of him who is "joined unto the LORD,"
because they condemn tha.t which is counterfeit, stir up the worst
passions of the natural man, and provoke him to wrath.
" Marvel
not if the world hate you," was the loving warning· of the HOLY
ONE of GOD to His grace-enabled followers of old, and the world
entertains no more liking for vital godliness to-day than it did
when it crucified "the Lord of Glory." The image of CHRIST
livingly stamped on "the new man" constitutes that light which
condemns the world, and the world knows that well. To be a
partaker of "the SPIRIT of CHRIST" is too characteristic a possession
to allow of any confusion between unconverted "Christians" and
the experimental subjects of the New Birth. "If any man have
not the SPIRIT of CHRIST, he is none of His."
But clearly the
contrary of this searching, solemn saying is equally the truth of GOD.
In the sweet words of the late HUGH STOWELIr".Jesus is om' Shepherd; for the sheep He bled;
Every lamb is sprinkled with the blood He shed;
Then on each He setteth His own secret sign,'They that have My Spi1-it, these,' saith He, 'are Min.e.'''
The SPIRIT of CHRIST makes the "Christiau," and marks him too.
Such grow up into their HEAD, from whom they draw all their
spiritual supplies, and from whom their fruit is found.
In His
heirship they are privileged to fully share. "Heirs of GOD," they
look to be finally glorified with the FIRST-BORN, and, as anointed
kings, anointed together with Him, to reign in union with Him for
ever and ever.
Oh, brethren in CHRIST, see what it is to be "a CHRISTIAX."
THE EDITOR.
GOD is His own treasure. He says, "I will be your God." What
must eventually be the bliss and triumph of that individual who is
possessed of the wealth of Deity 1-Rev. W. Howels.
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INFIRMITIES HELPED.
"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth OU?' infirmities."--RoMANs viii, 26.
FEW passages in the Scriptures set forth more forcibly the utter
helplessness of God's people to engage in spiritual exercises, apart
from the offices of the Holy Ghost, than the above-quoted text, with its
context. How great, dear brethren in Christ,· must our weakness be
that we should not even know what to ask at God's hands in
prayer! Such, however, is our infirmity-such is our ignorance!
But, in His tender mercy and lovingkindness, our heavenly Father
has made rich and effectual provision to meet that miserable condition.
"He remembereth that we are dust." He well knows that in the
flesh there" dwelleth no good thing." The infirmities of the saints,
beloved, lie very near the heart of God, just as the weak and sickly
child in an earthly family commands the parents' chief care and
consideration.
How sweet is that Gospel word of the Lord Jesus, "I came
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
Sinners
-self-conscious, penitent, sin-abhorring, sin-forsaking sinners-were
those with whom the Blessed Redeemer delighted to associate and be
identified with when He was on earth. Nor has His love for such
abated since His exaltation to a seat at the right hand of the
Majesty on high. He told Saul of Tarsus, from the midst of the
heavenly glory, ., I am Jesus of Nazareth "-not was, only, for He is
"the same "-Jesus, "yesterday, and to-day, and for ever" (Acts xxii. 8 ;
Heb. xiii. 8). See, then, dear fellow believers, how great and how
merciful is the High Priest whom the Father has appointed to meet
our dire necessities, and to more than satisfy our abject helplessness!
It is presumable that our helplessness in offering true prayer has
been selected by the Spirit to illustrate our infirmities in general.
For, to be unable to form a right judgment concerning our necessi ties
-not to know even what we want-speaks the lowest conception of
infirmity. 'Vhen a drowning man has passed beyond the stage of
knowing that the thing he needs, of all others, to call for is a rope,
he is indeed in helpless case. Yet such is the spiritual condition of
all God's people, from the Apostle Paul himself, downwards to ourselves this day. Be it observed, too, that the help of which our passage
speaks means much more than that the Spirit of grace enables us
to endure weakness, as a burden to be borne. It teaches us that
provision has been made to ?'emedy and overcome infirmity-that we
should be no losers on that account.
There are occasions when the souls of God's dear children are
found engaged in such conflicts with inherent sin and unbelief,
rebellion and baseness, that they are sensibly overwhelmed and
trampled down by their foes. The enemy has come in like a flood.
The believer in Christ is found in a place of dragons and great deeps.
He feels, with anguish of soul, his need of present help and of a
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mighty deliverer. -There are extremities in the experience of some of
the living people of God when they become "dumb," even good
words failing them. Yet, even then, there is an appointed One who
answers to the record of Solomon, "Open thy mouth for the dumb in
the- cause of all such as are appointed to destruction" (Prov. xxxi. 8).
Destruction may appear to be the lot of the tempted, desponding child
of God, and his heart may utterly fail him in petitioning the" Father
of mercies," yet there remains the Covenant provision, "The. Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings that cannot be
uttered." Who can put into words the agonising of the souls of the
saints when they "go down to the sea in ships, and do business in
great waters "-who 1 Did Simon Peter's groanings find utterance in
human words, think you, brethren, when he went from the presence
of his heart-wounded .Master to weep out his baseness bitterly 1 Have
you found even five or six words, Christian reader, in which to
formulate YIJU1' self-loathing when, crushed under a Spirit-wrought sense
of ingratitude, corruption, and iniquity, you have cast yourself at your
adored E=anuel's feet 1 What could you do but inarticulately
groan, and sigh, and sob 1 Yet, whence those unworded confessions of
sin, those voiceless pleas for a Father's forgiveness, those dumb, but
safe, ventures on the efficacy of the cleansing blood of the Lamb 1
Whence came they 1 Who opened the spring of Simon Peter's grief 1
Who supplied that silent but copious flow of the tears of her who,
hearing where Jesus was sitting at meat, "stood at His feet behind Him
weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears, and did wipe them
with the hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, and anointed them
with the ointment"-who 1 No spoken word then appealed to the
tenderest heart that ever beat, the heart of the Lord Jesus. :Jlost true;
for the once .Man of Sorrows needs no lip-framed phrases to touch His
compassions. "He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind
of the Spirit" in the hearts of the exercised saints, for the indwelling
Holy One ever maketh intercession therein" according to God" [Ka7~
BfOJl J.
Hannah's lips, indeed, moved, but Eh could hear no words
proceed from the mouth of God's sorrowing handmaid. Nevertheless, the
groanings of her unspoken desires were discerned by the loving Searcher
of His downcast people's hearts, and the Prophet Samuel himself was
the offspring and fruit of the Spirit's intercessions. 'Vords are
convenient in our supplications at the throne of grace, when they
can be found. "Take with you words, and turn to the Lord," is
the Divine command, and, so great is J ehovah's compassion for His
needy petitioners, that He even puts suitable and prevailing words
into their mouths-His own words! Thus," Take with you words,
and turn to the Lord: say unto Him, Take away all iniquity, and
receive us graciously: so will we render the calves of our lips"
(Hosea xiv. 2).
Such, dear brethren, is the condescending, merciful work of the
Spirit of grace in the tried saints of God, a work in which we may
be assured He takes ineffable delight. For, His office is to glority
Christ (John xvi. 14), by taking of His blood, and all things besides
that are His, and revealing, applying, and sealing them unto such
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as are "His" (Rom. viii. 9). Oh, what debtors are we, brethren,
to the compassions that fail not! "His mercy endureth for ever."
Our prayers first proceed from Him, and then-and the1'lifo·re-return
to Him. Our very expectation is from Him (Psalm lxii. 5). As
quaint old JOHN TRAPP observes :-" Prayer is the breath of the
Spirit, who doth super-expostulate for us, inditing our prayers. We
can not so much as suspiraTe, unless He do first inspira1'e-breathe
out a sigh for sin, if He breathe it not into us." And, in the truthful
language of JAMES MONTGOMERY"Prayer is the soul's sincere desire,
Uttered, or unexpressed;
The motion of a hidden fire
That trembles in the breast."
Dear exercised brethren in Christ, be comforted by the thought
that your groanings are not hid from the Lord. They cannot be.
For they are among the choicest of His spiritual gifts. They were
all of them secured to you by the precious blood of Christ. They
are the special work of the Holy Ghost. They constitute the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous man, which-God Himself being
witness-" availeth much!"
Clijton.
J. O.
"FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE."
(JOHN v. 24.)

THE convict freed from out his cell,
The captive taken in the strife,
These, these alone can truly tell
What joy to pass from death to life.
Once "dead in trespasses and sins,"
But quickened to eternal life
By Christ, my Saviour, coming in,
I passed at once from death to life.
"From death to life," oh, He alone,
Who died for us upon the tree,
Who for us made His blood atone,
Can set the sin-bound captive free.
"From death to life," my risen Lord!
From death to life," 0 Christ, with Thee!
Believing, trusting in Thy Word
A captive soul by grace set free.
"From death to life," shall be my song,
From death to life, my God, with Thee;
The glories that to heaven belong,
Mine, mine, throughout eternity!

o

glorious thought! 0 wondrous love!
Which now supports me in the strife,
And says that, trusting in "the blood,"
I'm safely passed "from death to life."
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
(NEHEMIAH v.)

(Continued from page 379.)

WE are led in this chapter to turn aside from the encouraging
picture of vigilant zeal, perseverance, and self-denial, to contemplate
a scene of great scarcity, debt, mortgage, and bondage; but this dark
cloud of adversity, with its melancholy suggestiveness, possesses a
silver lining, fringing the outer edge with a strong contrast of glowing
beauty and consolation.
"And there was a great cry of the people and their wives against
their brethren the Jews." The Governor will not suffer the work
to cease for the opposition of enemies, but a gTeat cry of his people
arrests his attention and the progress of the building. Let us consider the occasion for this great cry and its results. Men and
women do not give vent to their feeling thus, unless under great
oppression, anguish, or want; and it is ever a hopeful sign when
from hearts filled with pent-up misery comes forth the cry for
deliverance. Bless our God, ye burdened souls, when "out of the
depths" of your distress comes such a cry, appealing for help to Him,
who is "the Governor among the nations" (Psalm xxii. 28). David,
in Psalm cvii., describes varied circumstances leading to this cry
and the blessed result, "He delivered-He saved them out of their
distresses; " and lest we should look upon those past interpositions
with a crushed spirit in the day of sorrow, the last two are in the
present tense, "He saveth-He bringeth them unto their desired
haven." We have been wont to think it is good to be. "at their
wit's end," for "then they cry unto the Lord," and never do so in
vain. How frequently in his own experience the Psalmist proved
this cry to be the harbinger of light in a dark season, of gladness
in sadness, of mounting up with praiseful note from the very deep of
depression. "In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried unto
my God, and He did hear my voice out of His holy temple, and my cry
did enter into His ears. Then the earth .shook "-and a sublime
account of Divine majesty interposing follows, with the poetic description of swift, timely help, "He rode upon a cherub and did fly: He
was seen upon the wings of the wind: He made darkness pavilions"
(2 Sam. xxii. 7, 11, 12), and the mysterious secrets learnt by the soul
when" in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion" could
never be so apprehended anywhere else!
The people give definite expression to their need; "For there were
some that said, 'Ve, our sons, and our daughters, are many, and we take
up corn for them, that we may eat and live." The Revised Version
renders it, "Let us get corn that we may eat and live;" making a distinct
appeal to the Governor to supply their want of the necessaries of life,
the daily bread for their large families. It was the very best thing
they could do.
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"Some also there were that said, vVe have mortgaged our lands, vineyards, and houses, that we might buy corn, because of the dearth."
What a glimpse into every-day life of thousands in our favoured land,
and a striking proof of the full inspiration of the Holy Scriptures is
their marvellous adaptation to all time and circumstances of dilemma!
That word "mortgaged," what a volume of trouble and pecuniary
pinch it presents to the mind of many a child of God! Blessed be its
Divine Author for having this chapter" written for our learning "-the
Book of God would be incomplete without it. "The borrower is
servant to the lender," and doubtless many a "great cry" has gone up
concerning mortgaged lands and houses, to be enabled to meet the
claims in due season, or in troublous times of transfer. Here is counsel
which is "good for the present distress," "0 Lord our Governor, how
excellent is Thy name in all the earth "-none ever cried unto Thee
in vain! Thou art" wonderful in counsel and excellent in working."
"There were also that said, vVe have borrowed money for the
king's tribute, and that upon our lands and vineyards." Though we
are not as a nation tributary to another king victorious over us, a
sudden light showed how suitable is even this word to present-day
The writer recalls the early days of a beloved mother's
needs.
widowhood, when" the king's tribute," the Queen's taxes, the incometax for the expenses of the Crimean war reached 16d. in the £;
and -to those who were unaccustomed to meet such claims the burden
seemed the heavier, especially after payment of "the king's tribute"
in the form of probate and succession duties (death dues, as they
are termed); and these have been recently so increased in scale that
many a noble estate is encumbered with mortgage to pay "the
king's tribute." "And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive
these forty and five years," as Caleb said, to testify, for the encouragement of others, how truly "a great cry" brings the needed help
and deliverance in due season; delay only proving that our God
"provided some better things for us" than an immediate answer
would have secured, by enabling us to j'ealize (a word often pleaded
then) how tmly He is our God, "so nigh unto us in all things that
we call upon Him fOT." What are straits and difficulties when
compared with the solid joy of realizing, "The Lord is my portion,
saith my soul" 1 Millions are light as the small dust of the
balance when weighed with it! For this cause the wisdom of God
leads His people to encamp before Pi-hahiroth, that being hemmed in
on all sides they may cry unto Him; and then "stand still and see
the salvation of God," bringing them safely through a sea of
difficulties!
" Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, our children as
their children, and, 10, we bring into bondage our sons and our
daughters to be servants, and some of our daughters are brought
into bondage already: neither is it in our power to redeem them;
for other men have our lands and vineyards," Their children's woes
grieve the parents more than their own. How gladly would we who
are parents shield our offspring from trial, servitude, bondage;
yet that very yoke, so full of bitterness, may squeeze out the cry
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from their oppressed hearts! 'There is deep truth, spiritually viewed,
under the words, "neither is it in our power to 1·edeem them."
How many have acknowledged this before God, while seeking to train
their children in the fear of the Lord; the conscious inability to give
them grace brings out confession of impotency, and is a sure plea,
for the cries and groans of parents for their salvation to the mighty
Redeemer can never be in vain. They must" reach the Governor's
-ears."
"And I was very angry when I heard their cry and these words."
Nehemiah is here seen as a type of the Lord Jesus Christ, who
:is "touched with the feeling of our infirmities"-who was "moved
with compassion" towards the multitudes that followed Him, and
[had nothing to eat. He, on another occasion, "looked round about
,on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts"
(Mark iii. '5), and "hose tender sympathies are still awakened when
He hears His people's cry and their words!
"Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles and the
rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury everyone of his brother.
And I set a great assembly against them." He acts in autocratic
power, for He could not call a council and confer with them, for
the great men were the chief offenders. The Hebrew word for usury
,signifies "biting"; it leads our minds to the Apostle's words, "If ye
.bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one
,of another." How very expressive of the exaction of an enormous
rate of interest in which the Jew money-lender still delights to deal
with the stranger-their Gentile neighbours! Usury was distinctly
forbidden between brethren, "If thou lend money to any of My
:people that is poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him as an usurer,
neither shalt thou lay upon him usury" (Exod, xxii, 25). "And if
thy brother be "axen poor, and falleth in decay with thee; then
thou shalt relieve him: yea, though he be a stranger or a sojourner ;
:that he may live with thee. [How this la" of love applies to us
Christians! Who shall say it is legal to ""alk according to this
rule" 1]
Take thou no usury of him, nor increase: but fear thy
God; that thy brother may live "ith thee" (Levit. xxv. 35, 36).
." And as He was wont, He taught them again" in Deut. xxiii.
19, 20, where the limitation seems to favour Jewish dealing with
the stranger: "Thou shalt not lend upor usury to thy brother;
usury of money, usury of victuals, usury of anything that is lent
upon usury. Unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; but
unto thy brother thou shalt not lend upon usury: that the Lord
thy God may bless thee in all that thou settest thine hand to."
'These merciful and gracious precepts they had utterly set at nought.
Well might Nehemiah be very angry and full of zeal for the law
·of the Lord! They are a lamp unto our feet, that we may "walk
in love, as Christ alsa hath 100ved us," who in the parable of the
'Good Samaritan, answering the question, ,,'Who is my neighbour 1"
teaches us His disciples the new commandment which is the
fulfilling of the law, that we should esteem everyone needing- help
:as a brother.
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"And I set a great assembly against them." In early life the
writer's mind was prejudiced against N ehemiah by a remark made
by a minister being repeated, "that he was an egotistical man,
very fond of using the great I!" A very ungracious judgment of
one who necessarily spoke with the authority of the Tirshatha, with
which the great King Artaxerxes invested him when he sent him
from his own immediate presence to visit his brethren, deliver them
out of their distressed condition, and restore the desolations of
Jerusalem, to return to him at the appointed time when the work
was finished. Thus he is an eminent type of the Lord our Governor,
our Adonai, who came forth from the Father to visit those whom
He is not ashamed to call His brethren; "who remembered us in
our low estate;" who" spoke with authority and not as the scribes; ".
magnified the law, broken in every part, restoring to Divine justice
that which He took not away; raised the wall of salvation, the
defence of Zion's children, and having finished the work given Him
to do, returned to the court of heaven and the right hand of the
Father.
"And I set a great assembly against them." Here again this
marvellous history is repeated in our own times. How truly has the
Lord, our Governor, "set a great assembly" against the godless men
who for the sake of excessive gain, "ll"ould have sold many to the
bondage of seven days' labour, and deBecrated the day of sacred rest
by the publication of Sunday newspapers. First of all He set a
great assembly against them in prayer and 'supplication! How many
little companies or feeble units in the still retirement of the
chamber, may now use Deborah's words, "0 my soul, thou hast
trodden down strength." We are sure she used no carnal weapon,
and only trod down the enemy by bein~ shod with the preparation
of the Gospel of peace, according to the prophetic word, "The foot·
shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor and the steps of the
needy," as faith's footing fixed on the promise of Omnipotence.
Then also He set a great assembly against them in the voice of
public opinion. Who but He could muster such a multitude out of'
the careless throng, who are totally indifferent to the priceless
blessings of the English Sabbath, or induce so large a proportion
of the working classes, whose rest was being assailed, to sign
petitions against the increased Sunday labour 1 The main-spring
of action, even in those who set these appeals on foot, must be
traced, as N ehemiah did, to "what my God put in my heart to·
do," for none else could prompt such an assembly to bestir themselves, and then sway the minds of men bent upon profit and
aggrandisement to yield so quickly. Let us "praise God from whom
all blessings flow," and take courage in the Protestant cause; for
our Adonai has already "set a great assembly" against ritualism,
sacerdotalism, and semi-popery in many places besides the Albert
Hall, and keeps them gathering. We have twice contemplated such
an assembly to hear Mr. KENSIT as called forth adoring wonder.
"What hath God wrought!" And while we tremble for great
dignities who laugh to scorn a witness to God's truth, and, Ahab-
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like, go in "to eat and to drink," lest the day is at hand when
"God shall have them in derision," we would earnestly beseech
Him to turn their hearts by His Spirit, "as the trees of the wood
are moved by the wind." When Divine light shines upon any
clause of the Word of God, as it did upon this, manifesting its
peculiar adaptation to present-day circumstances, what a plea it
affords to present as a promissory note to meet further need and
emergency! Our heavenly Banker will not dishonour the cheques
He gives us from His own Book.
"And I said unto them, We after our ability have redeemed our
brethren the Jews, which were sold unto the heathen, and will ye
even sell your brethren? or shall they be sold unto us 1 Then held
they their peace, and found nothing to answer." How sublimely does
the great Antitype say, "I have given you an example that ye should
do as I have done to you!" And how often His reproof had the
same result! "No man was able to answer Him."
"Also I said, It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to walk
in the fear of our God, because of the reproach of the heathen our
enemies 1 I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, might exact
of them money and corn: I pray you, let us leave off this usury."
How touchingly he identifies himself, in his uprightness, with them
in their wrong doing. It is an exquisite typical glimpse by which
"we see Jesus." "Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day,
their lands, their vineyards, their oliveyards, and their houses, also
the hundredth part of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye exact
of them." Nehemiah's tenderly expostulating tone when, as Tirshatha,
he might have commanded, is in harmony with the Apostle Paul's
words, "Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ to
enjoin thee that which is convenient, yet for love's sake I rather beseech
thee" (Philemon 8,9). "The love of Christ constraineth us." It is sweet
to notice its effects in the spontaneous readiness of Zaccheus to
restore fourfold of his exactions; and it was the selfsame Spirit who
led these rulers and nobles to obey the gentle solicitations of the
Governor. "Then said they, We will restore them, and will require
nothing of them; so will we do as thou sayest. Then I called the
priests, and took an oath of them that they should do according to
this promise." He knew what human nature is, how prone to
covetousness, so put the safeguard of a solemn oath to confirm the
restitution. Our dear mother was wont to say, "Only Divine grace
can unlock the covetous heart in any of us." Probably many of us
will recall occasions in our own lives when unexpected concessions
have been made by men of the world in business relations so unlooked
for they could only be traced to the Fount of goodness, inclining and
controlling their hearts in Almighty response to the secret cry unto
Him. "Also I shook my lap, and said, So God shake out every
man from his house, and from his labour, that performeth not this
promise, even thus be he shaken out and emptied. And all the congregation said, Amen, and praised the Lord. And the people did
according to this promise." The Rev. WILLOUGHBY VVILLEY, of Ridlington, Rutland, used to say, "The Lord has His own ways of
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abstracting from us whatever we grudgingly withhold from His people
or His cause." We believe it, having proved it so. It is a terrible
thing to be shaken out and emptied by Him. His labour is honour
indeed! His house blessed below; glorious above. "Moreover from
the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of
Judah, from the twentieth year even unto the two and thirtieth year
of Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve years, I and my brethren have
not eaten the bread of the governor." Another glimpse of our
Adonai. "For the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto but
to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many." So, too, His
brethren, His Apostles, manifested the same spirit, "labouring night
and day that we might not be chargeable to any of you." "But the
former governors that had been before me were chargeable unto the
people, and had taken of them bread and wine, beside forty shekels
of silver; yea, even their servants bare rule over the people: but so
did not I, because of the fear of God." Thus he takes no merit to
himself, but traces his conduct to the godly fear implanted in his
heart.
"Yea, also I continued in the work of this wall, neither bought we
any land: and all my servants were gathered thither unto the work.
Moreover there were at my table an hundred and fifty of the Jews
and rulers, beside those that came unto us from among the heathen
that are about us." We now see the strong contrasts shine out, the
silver lining to the dark cloud, of glowing beau y and radiance.
Scarcity ceases, mortgages cleared away, lands, house, and vineyards
restored in swift response to the great cry, through the Governor's
gracious interposition, while he keeps open house, and gives us such a
glimpse of the liberality of his table, as to assure us the privileged
guests and servants had no lack! "Now that which was prepared
for me daily was one ox and six choice sheep; also fowls were prepared
for me, and once in ten days store of all sorts of wine: yet for all this
required not I the bread of the governor, because the bondage was
heavy upon this people." How strikingly the 50th Psalm fits in and
throws a typical light upon Nehemiah's conduct: "I will take no
bullock out of thy house, nor he goats Qut of thy folds. For every
beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I
know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are
Mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is Mine, and
the fulness thereof." As also the 8th Psalm: "Thou madest him have
dominion over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under
his feet: all sheep and oxen: yea, and the beasts of the field ; the
fowls of the air and the fishes of the sea.
0 Lord (Jehovah our
Lord, Adonai, Governor), how excellent is Thy name in all the
earth! "
Surely the contrasts of this chapter are designed to turn the
saddened, burdened souls of God's people from the contemplation of
misery, debt, and ruin, to the plenty, the liberality and daily supply
in the Governor's house, for all who come thither, and especially for
His servants, who are "labourers together with Him." "They shall
be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of Thy house."
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"Once in ten days store of all sorts of wine." The glimpse given
us into the bountiful provision and generous hospitality of the
Governor's house would be incomplete without this very suggestive
touch. Doubtless the store was regulated according to the consumption, that there might be no lack of cheer, nor could it be said,
" They have no wine." Do we not delight to sing with RU'l'HERFORD" Oh! I am my Beloved's and my Beloved's mine,
He brings a poor vile sinner into His house of wine"?
There, since He calls it "My wine" (Song v. 1) we need not be
afraid to take deep draughts, for He says, "Yea, drink abundantly, 0
beloved," and also enjoins, by His Apostle, "Be not drunk with wine,
wherein is' excess, but be filled with the Spirit," so that we are
assured it is spiritual, stimulating, reviving, and cheering for weary
souls faint with the wilderness journey of life, and needing cordial in
the laborious work assigned to each, that is intended. Of this there
is no stint, and we are welcome to partake.
"rrhink upon me, my God, for good, according to all that I have
done for this people." Here is no pharisaic vaunting of good deeds,
but the heart's desire expressed to have no other reward than an
interest in the Divine mind. "How precious are Thy thoughts unto
me, 0 God." "Yet the Lord thinketh upon me"-compensation
indeed. Again, "we see Jesus" pleading what He hath done for
His people as a reason for good to be manifested to Him, and to all
His members in Him, the Church, which is His body. "I know the
thoughts that I think towards yrm, thoughts of peace and not of
evil, to give you an expected end." The meritorious cause is in our
Adonai!
Leicester.
NiARY.
HEART'S EASE IN HRiRT TROUBLE.
GOD'S dear children are liable to sufferings whether we consider them
men or as Christians. As men (Job xiv. 1), "Man is born to
trouble as the sparks fly upwards." As our relations and comforts
increase, so do the occasions of trouble.
God never appointed this
world to be our rest, 'only to be a passage to another world, and in
this passage we must look for storms and tempests. And much more
as true Christians must we expect trouble, for man is no sooner
converted to God but he will be hated by the world, chastened by
the Lord, and assaulted by Satan. The lusts of the flesh will be as
pricks in our eyes, and as thorns in our sides, and enemies in our
own house.-Bunyan.
aB

IT is to Jesus Christ's perfections we must ever look for peace, and
not to anything in ourselves. In a word, to love Him who first loved
us: this is the way to holiness, and the secret of happiness. The
consciousness of the eternal love of God may at times be observed,
but not that love itself. For we must bear in mind that Jesus ever
liveth to make intercession for us.-C. B.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:-

As THE SPIRITUAL JOSEPH.
"He is altogether lovely."-SOLOMON'S SONG v. 16.
"He sent a man before them, even Joseph."-PSA4M cv. 17.
JOSEPH is not only one of the most striking figures in Bible history,
he is also an eminent type of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was born
about the year 1745 B.C.; his name signifies "adding." Subsequently
he was called Zapnath-Paaneah, a ., revealer of secrets." So God
hath given Christ a "name which is above every name" (Phil. ii.
9, 10); and He is the true Revealer of secrets.
There are fewer blemishes in J oseph's character than in any
other recorded in Scripture. How trnly lovely does he appear in
all the various relationships of life; as a son, a brother, a :servant,
a man, a magistrate, a ruler and a governor of the country! When
the mind is led from the type to the Antitype, we get fresh views
of the loveliness of Him who is the almighty Governor of His
kingdom, -and the Ruler over all. (Gen. xxxvii., xlv,; Psalm cv.
17-22; Acts vii. 9-14; Heb. xi. 22.)
J oseph represents the loveliness of Christ in both aspects of his
eventful life, namely: in his humiliation and sufferings; and in his
exaltation as the saviour of his brethren.
JOSEPH'S HUMILIATION.
1. Now, Joseph was a type of Jesus, in that he was specially
loved of his father. On this point we may compare Gen. xxxvii. 3,
with Matt. iii. 17. Jesus and Joseph were sons well-beloved indeed.
2. Joseph was hated by his brethren without _a cause. "They
hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him" (Gen. xxxvii.
14). Jesus met with precisely similar treatment, that the Scripture
might be fulfilled (John xv. 25; Psalm xxxv. 19).
3. Joseph was sent by his father to see after his brethren's welfare,
.and cheerfully obeyed (Gen. xxxvii. 13-14). The Lord Jesus being
:sent on a similar errand of mercy, left His Ffl,ther's house of many
mansions and came into the wilderness to do His Father's will
(Heb. x. 7), and to serve His brethren (Luke xxii. 27).
4. Notwithstanding his kindness, Joseph was derided and rejected
by those he served, and afterwards saved (Gen. xxxvii. 19, 20). The
Antitypical Joseph experienced the same rejection by His brethren.
"Neither did His brethren believe iu Him" (John vii. 5).
5. Joseph was sold by his brethren for silver (Gen. xxxvii. 28).
They took advantage of his presence in the -wilderness away from his
father's house to injure him. This fully corresponds with the betrayal
-of the Lord Jesus, who also was sold for silver (Matt. xxvi. 14, 15).
6. During Joseph's sojourn in Egypt, he resisted temptation and
eschewed every evil way. The Lord Jesus likewise resisted the tempter
during His sojourn in the Egypt of this world, and came off more
than conqueror (Luke iv. 8; Heb. iv. 15).
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7. The sufferings of both Joseph and Jesus resulted in the salvation
of those who had trespassed so deeply against them. To illustrate
this point it is worth while to compare Gen. xl. 7; 1. 19, 20, with
1 Peter iii. 18. We pass on to describe the loveliness of Christ as
revealed in
JOSEPH'S EXALTATION.

1. J oseph was taken out of prison and raised to supreme power
(Psalm cv. 20-22).
A fulness of authority was placed in his
hands over the liberties and lives of the Egyptians as well as over
his own brethren. So Jesus was taken out of prison, even the
prison-house of the grave, and raised to highest dignity. " Him hath
God exalted, and given Him a name that is above every name, that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow" (Phil. ii. 9). All
authority and power are co=itted into His hands. Christ is Lord
of all and Judge of all.
2. Joseph's exaltation followed his humiliation, and thus it was
with the Lord Jesus, and thus it is with all the members of His
mystic body.
The cross is the appointed way to the crown
(Gen. xli. 39-44-; Phil. ii. 6-11).
.
3. J oseph's public life commenced when he was thirty years of age
(Gen. xli. 46); Jesus also co=enced His public ministry at the same
time of life. " Jesus Himself began to be about thirty years of age"
(Luke iii. 23).
4. Like Joseph, the Lord Jesus freely forgave those who so cruelly
ill-treated Him. .Love for His brethren led Him to pardon all their
transgressions against Himself. On this, let us compare Gen. xlv. 5,
with Luke xxiii. 34.
5. In a day of famine J oseph supplied the perishing people with
bread. When the dearth prevailed, "Joseph opened all the storehouses"
(Gen. xli. 56). So Jesus opens the storehouses of His Grace, His Word,
His Covenant, and His Providence, and richly supplies His poor and
needy ones with the blessings therein contained, especially with the
Bread of Life (John vi. 51), which is Himself, the "corn of the
kingdom."
6. Joseph was unknown to his brethren in the day of his exaltation.
He rescued his kindred from perishing, and had thoughts of love and
mercy towards them while as yet they knew him not (Gen. xlii. 8).
This holds good of the great Antitype; and as the former ultimately
made himself known, so does Jesus in due time reveal Himself to His
trembling, fearing people as their Elder Brother.
7. Although his brethren knew him not, yet Joseph knew them.
The Lord's people are not hidden from Him. However strange and
mysterious His dealings, the Lord Jesus ever "knoweth them that
are His."
8. Joseph was appointed governor over all the land of. Egypt
(Gen. xli. 41-43), and thus became a striking representation of Him
of whom the Prophet foretold, "The government shall be upon His
shoulder, and of the increase of His government there shall be no
end" (Isaiah ix. 6, 7).
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9. J~seph saw good to put his brethren through a very severe
discipline, in order to try and test them (Gen. xlii. 14-17). The
Lord Jesus disciplines His brethren in a way so similar that the
literal narrative bears the most minute application to spiritual
experience. The Elder Brother deals with His brethren as J oseph
did with his (Heb. xii. 6).
10. Finally, Joseph took them from a land of famine to a land of
peace and plenty, there to live with him, under his care, and in the
enjoyment of the good things he provided for them. As thus
expressed the analogy is very encouraging. Compare Gen. xlv. 10,
with John xiv. 3.
Almost every point touched upon in this paper might have been
amplified and enlarged; but the writer's desire was to bring into
focus the varied rays of light shining from the type, in order to
exhibit through the Patriarch something of the loveliness of the
spiritual Joseph, our glorious Elder Brother.
Bath.
E. C.
WELL-SPRINGS.

" A nd he said unto Jesus, 'Lord, 7'emembe1' me when Thou come.<t
into Thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily, I say unto thee,
To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradi3e."-LuRE niii. 42, 43.
WITHIN three hours, .a malefactor and a thief, dying the common
death due to such transgressors, became an eminent monument of
grace, and was the fu-st to enter heaven as the trophy of redeeming
love and mercy with his Saviour, the crucified Lord of Glory!
He, with his companion, had reviled Him at the onset.
Matthew records how after the chief priests and the scribes and
elders "passing by reviled Him, wagging their heads, and saying,
Thou that destroyest the temple and buildest it in three days,
save Thyself. If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the
cross.
The thieves also, which were crucified with Him,
cast the same in His teeth." Mark Yerifies the same, "And they
that were crucified with Him reviled Him j)} whilst Luke furnishes
us with the later moments, when, as it were, an eternity had passed
over the soul of that dying sinner, when all his sins had been
brought to view, when he had been shown his deserts in an eternal
hell, and how he had been plucked as a brand from the burning,
and constituted by redeeming love and blood an heir of glory.
"And one of' the malefactors which were hanged railed on Him,
saying, If Thou be Christ, save Thyself and us. But the other
answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou
art in the same condemnation 1 And we indeed justly j for we
receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done
nothing amiss."
Oh, I love to ponder and muse over this wonderful conformation
and transformation! It has been well said that there is one instance,
and one only, in Holy Scripture of salvation at the eleventh hour,
that none need despair, and none presume.
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What did that dying thief see in that helpless Victim hanging
by him on the accursed tree 1 He had railed on Him but a short
while before, questioning with his fellow His Divinity by saying,
"If Thou be the Son of God, save Thyself and us." And yet the
Saviour (oh, precious, meek, patient, suffering Lamb of God) had
answered not! His marred visage betokened all sorrow as culminating
upon Him, and the climax reached when He cried, "My God, My
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" Yes, the Father's face was
averted from His well-beloved Son, because "in His own body He
bare our sins upon the tree," and Jehovah, the holy and the just,
could not look upon sin. Someone has truly remarked, "Jesus had
sin on Him, but not in Him; the redeemed thief had sin in him, but
not on him; the other thief had sin both in him and on him."
I ask, what changed the heart of this dying thief, that at the
second vile blasphemy of his companion in wickedness, he should
rebuke him, and vindicate the cause of this dying Nazarene 1 Oh
wondrous grace of God, that He should at that moment, His last
act of all His work on earth bE)fore His crucifixion, confirm it by
such a stoop, and make this vile, hell-deserving wretch a witness to
salvation's work and power. Most truly did He come to earth
"for us men and our salvation." He accomplished that work, and
ratified the stupendous worth of it all, magnifying the exceeding
grace of God by saving one of the malefactors and thieves crucified
with Him. We joy in singing"Wondrous
Won in
And from
Endless

..

riches of the glory,
shame and blood;
heaven outpoured in fulness,
lo,e of God!"

Did Jesus turn and look upon him 1 If so, it was sufficient, as in
the case of melting down poor Peter's wayward heart, that caused him
to go out and weep bitterly at the remembrance of his base denial;
or the same look that constrained Thomas to exclaim, "My Lord, and my
God! " One look, one word was sufficient, and the mighty Spirit's
power, be it presented unto us in the form of whirlwind, or still small
voice, can melt the heart of adamantine stone, and cause all its
flowings to seek after a precious Christ, and praise the glory of His
grace which has sought and found His own. "Dost thou not fear
God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation 1 And we indeed
justly; for we receive the due reward of our sins; but this man hath
done nothing amiss." We see here, as in the case of every blood-washed
sinner, conviction of sin-CC we indeed justly," with an acknowledgment
of the same.
And then a looking from all other refuges, and fleeing to the only
sufficient one. " Lord, remember me!" From sin to salvation
secure and eternal; from the sinner I am in myself, to the Saviour;
He is for such as am I! The old way home, beloved, the Divinely
appointed road to the kingdom, the washing all sin's pollutions in" the
Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness. Look at his word: "Lord,"
giving to Him His due, His sovereign right and title-Lord, King,
2 K

,~
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Master.
"Lord, remember me." Pleading his portion in the Lord's
Book of Remembrance, claiming a place for his name in the Lamb's
Book of Life, pleading the promise Divine, "I remember thee"
(Jer. xxxi. 20; Isaiah xlix. 15).
"Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." He
saw Jesus, this helpless dying victim, a King then, going home to
claim His kingdom. What a rapid growth in grace! We sometimes
pray in our hymn"E'en on earth, as through a gla.ss,
Dimly let Thy glory pa,ss;"
but this dear redeemed son of Adam's race must have been favoured
with a wondrous vista of past, present, and coming glory in a
moment of time. " Thy kingdom"! Had he heard these words from
his Saviour when as yet he understood them not ~ "Art Thou a
King ~" was tauntingly asked Him; to which the meek and lowly
Saviour answered, "Thou sayest that I am a King. To this end
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should
bear witness unto the truth. Everyone that is of the truth heareth
My voice" (John xviii. 37). At another time He had said, "My
kingdom is not of this world, else would My servants fight." And
again, "Thinkest thou not that I can ask the Father, and He shall
presently send :Me t"tJlve legions of angels 1"
Ab, if so, it all came back no" in its full force, and he, this
poor wretch so near to death in his sin, recalls all these true
saJings, and claims a blood-bought right! I recall a saying to
this effect with which Mr. ORMISTON favoured us from the pulpit
some two years since, "The thief trusting, in the apparent weakest
moment of Jesus as Saviour (whilst we are not called upon to trust
anything short of Omnipotence, the Mighty One), at the moment when
He was about to cry, 'My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken
Me l' is without parallel in its brilliance of faith."
And what says Jesus 1 "And Jesus said unto him, Verily, I say
unto thee, To-day thou shalt be with Me in paradise." How true the
hymnist's words"If I ask Him to receive me,
Will He say me Nay?
Not till earth and not till heaven
Pass away."
Dear desponding child of. God,-and there are many such in the
family; many who, fearing to presume, are subject to many doubts
and fears, and live for a time in the cloudy atmosphere of selfdejection in consequence, cast down under bondage, led captive to
fear, sitting by the willow-courses, making Baca a pool, "because
the Comforter that would relieve my soul is far from me,"-"beloved,
if our heart condemn us," and, looking within, it assuredly
will, but looking above we see "God is greater than our heart,"
greater than Satan, working His great purposes of love and
drawing us upward with bands of everlasting kindness. Yes, there is
a deliverance to come, and His children shall be brought into the
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sunshine of His light, life, and love, when the testing and trying
time has accomplished its purpose. The circumstances may be very
varied which bring about this walk in the dark, but every elect
vessel shall know of a delivering in God's time and way; and once
delivered, may grace preserve us from returning under the yoke of
bondage into the net which the enemy had privily laid for
our feet. "In the light of the King's countenance there is life;"
and methinks He is the more honoured by being trusted with
our salvation (and" Thinkest thou not that I am able to do this ~" He
asks), than all our mistrust in ourselves, our listening to Satan's base
insinuations, and in consequence our walking in softness and sorrow
all our days.
" Sentence passed on Thee the
By Thy holy lips acquitted,
guiltless,
Wondering, I go freeBy a sinner's tonguePast for me are death and judgI before Thy throne am speechless,
ment.
I who did the wrong.
Crucified with Thee."
Looking within, we find everything that is of ourselves miserable
and unsatisfactory; but looking off unto Jesus, we see all that is
perfect and secure, and that will bring us joy and happiness here
and hereafter.
"Upon a Life I did not live,
Upon a Death I did notldie,
Another's Life, another's Death,
I stake my whole eternity."
Yes; He is as willing as He is able, therefore, "doubt no more."
The very evidence of new birth is there by its sighs and groans and
tears, and only God-given desires can li,e upon God, and aspire
after heavenly things. If dead, we have no movings towards Him,
no desire to do other than lie still in our sins; but when sin
becomes a burden intolerable, too heavy to be borne, then is the
time for Another to work, who having borne our sins and carried
our sorrows, and answered for our iniquities, "is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think." Look at the ready
and waiting response to the cry, "Lord, remember me." That poor
creature had nowhere else to look. He knows that now if he is to be
saved, it must be right out of himself-a thief, a malefactor, a sinner
dead in trespasses and sins-a blasphemer of the holy and just God.
His need is stupendous, his case exceeding urgent. There is the
Saviour breli.thing out His last sighs upon earth, and this is the Man
who had declared He had come to lay down His life for His sheep.
He may have feared to presume, but faith planted her foot down,
and declared what God had said to be true: "Whosoever calleth on
the Name of the Lord shall be saved." Then, "Lord, remember
me." "And Jesus said unto him, To-day shalt thou be with Me
in paradise." As sang dear TOPLADY" Mercy unlimited is Thine,
God of the penitent Thou art;
The saving power of blood divine
Shall wipe the anguish from my heart."
2 K 2
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Precious, spotless Lamb of God! May the words spoken bnng solace,
and find an ,abiding place in some troubled, a=ious heart, and give
it that peace which the world knoweth not of, and, passing all understanding, can never be taken away. May the very desperateness of
our case, beloved, as in the instance before us, cause us to urge our
plea, and cease not to cry, "Lord, remember me," and leave the
issue with Him, bringing in with om' claim His righteous love and
mercy, over against and above all our guilty fears and forebodingsaye, and graceless and groundless arguments against ourselves-and
staking our whole 8alvation upon Him" who is rich in mercy," and
full of the great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were
dead in trespasses and sins; who is mighty in power, and kingly
in salvation, giving us to rejoice in Him as our Portion, our Saviour,
our All; and so to be kept walking in that path which "shineth
more and more unto the perfect day," and gathering the reflection
of His image, go on"To tell to sinners all around,
What a dear Saviour we have found,
To point to His redeeming blood,
And say, 'Behold the Lamb of God!'"
Lord, grant a rich blessing, in accordance with Thy Word.

Amen.
R.

ACQ IESCEN CE.
[THE following lines were found written in the pocket-book of the
late ,Rev. W. H. KRAUSE, after his decease. They are supposed to have
been written by himself upon recovering from illness. Mr. KRAUSE
fell asleep in his Lord, February 27th, 1852.]
"I looked beyond the tottering
"LORD, what a feeble worm is
man,
tent,
A heap of living dust;
And waited for its fall;
His mortal life is but a span,
Faith's wings were fluttering for
Where can he put his
ascent
trust?
Where Christ is all in all.
"Thou art my refuge and my
strength,
Thy love is all my stay;
Its height, its depth, its length,
its breadth,
In every trying day.

"My Father smiled, and said,
'Not yet,
My work is not yet done,
Wait till the moment I have set,
Thou then shalt take thy
throne.'

"Disease and sickness seized my
frame,
To Thee my spirit cried;
Thy love, with bright celestial
flame,
My joy and peace supplied.

"My lengthened life, my health,
my days,
Lord, I devote to Thee;
Inspire my soul to sing Thy
praise
Till I Thy glory see."

GOD deals out our comforts and our sorrows, with exact, unerring
hand, in number, weight, and measure.-Toplady.

The Gospel M agazz"ne.

461

BETTER THAN WINE HIS LOVE.

"For Thy love is better than wine."-SONG OF SOLOMON i. 2.
WINE is the highest of the luxuries of the earth, and is here used
to comprehend them; even as the banquet of wine, at which Esther
entertained her consort and king, was obviously a feast of the
choicest delicacies, though wine alone is expressed. The love "better
than wine" is not simply the everlasting love of the Lord Jesus
Christ to His Church, but is rather the enjoyment of that love in
its free communication, when the soul "tastes and sees that the
Lord is good;" it is the experience of the love that is characterised
as excellent above all earthly delights. "In whom, though now we
see Him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full
of glory." N either is it the future enjoyment of Christ's love in
heaven, but the present enjoyment of His love on earth, that is
better than all tL.e joys of earth together: "Thou hast put gladness
in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and wine
increased." Without corn and without wine, the bride of Christ
rejoices more in His love than in all abundance: "Although the
fig tree shall not blossom, neither fruit be in the vine, the labour
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; yet
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation."
Nor is it simply that the love is purer and more lasting, and there
fore better; but at the moment, and in reference to mere delight,
Divine love is better far than wine.
More than "strong drink to
him that is ready to perish, or wine to him that is of a heavy
heart," is the love of Christ cheering and reviving to the fainting
soul of the believer, when "he drinks and forgets his poverty, and
remembers his misery no more." More also in the season of gladness
than wine to the animal spirits is the love of Christ exhilarating
to the spiritual man, and through the inward spirit to the entire
person in mind and body; making men forget adversity, making
them forget prosperity, by the overflowing of its joys.
Yea, Bride
of the Lamb, if your Lord fills your earthly cup, and your eye is so
fixed on the Giver as to overlook the gift; if, captivated with His
beauty, and" counting all things loss for His excellence," the earthly
wine is spilt in your hand, the world will mock you, for they see
not Him who replenished the cup, but the King will never forget
the devotion of your heart, when deed rather than word declared,
"Thy love is better than wine." The love here commended is
specially "the love of God shed abroad in the heart by the Holy
Ghost given to us;" and when the Holy Ghost was thus given of
old to the afflicted Bride of Christ, their enemies saw it and said,
"These men are full of new wine;" yet wine of earth it was not,
"but love better than wine." The command is given to the believer,
"Be not drunk with wine, but be filled with the Spirit," because
the Spirit inebriates not, yet exhilarates and overcomes the
soul.-Dr. A. M. Stuart.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
. REMINISCENCES OF TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN.
(Continued from page 391.)

ANOTHER pathetic incident which occurred during my course at
Trinity College was the death of Captain JOHN McNIELL BOYD,
commander of H.M.S. Ajax, who was drowned at Kingstown, near
Dublin, in an heroic attempt to save the lives of some perishing
sailors. The wind was blowing a terrific hurricane, and driving
huge waves before it, which fell in thunder upon the granite slopes
of the Kingstown pier and harbour, dislodging great stones, and
sending the spray over the very top of the lighthouse. In the
height of the gale several vessels came sweeping in to their utter
destruction, and the poor sailors, clinging to their masts, were
involved in their doom. Captain BoYD determined to make an effort
te save them, and grasping a rope and calling upon his men to help,
he went opposite to them on the sloping glacis; but a giant wave
broke over him, and in its recoil he was swept away and drowned
close to the very men whom he was endeavouring to save. He wa:;
one of the bravest of the brave, and greatly beloved by his men,
although he was a strict disciplinarian. A handsome granite obelisk
marks the spot where he died. He was awarded a public funeral,
and it formed one of the most striking scenes which probably was
ev'er witnessed in Dublin; the crowds which attended it were
. enormous, and military and naval, and municipal and college authorities, all combined to show their esteem and respect for the brave
but ill.fated officer.
.
Examinations, of course, are necessary in connection with a
University, to test the progress and capabilities of its students, but
they are not always satisfactory or thoroughly efficient tests. There
are great differences in the temperaments of students, and examina·
tions consequently have very different effects upon them. In some
cases the ordeal of an examination has an exciting and exhilarating
effect upon a student, stirring him up to make the very best use
.of his memory and his mental powers, and causing them to appear
to the very best advantage; and in other cases it has a depressing
and discouraging effect upon him, preventing him from using his
powers to any advantage, and sometimes almost incapacitating him
from using them at all, especially if the chief part of the examination
be viva voce. The latter effect was partly the case with me, but I
was greatly helped from time to time, and once or twice in a singular
way.
The same thing may be said with regard to what are called" trial
sermons." I have known pastors utterly fail upon being called upon
to preach a "trial sermon," and to be grievously disappointed and
vexed in consequence. The very consciousness that they were being
keenly criticised, and that their whole future life depended upon their
demeanour upon the occasion, has incapacitated them. It may perhaps
be said, "Why had they not faith to trust in an omnipotent Arm,
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and then they would have experienced the effects of that faith 1"
Well, faith may fail sometimes. It may be allowed to do so to
humble the child of God, and to show him his weakness. It might
be well if patrons, or members of a congregation who have the
appointment of a pastor in their hands, would bear this in mind when
they are about to choose a palltor. At any rate, I have had reason
to be thankful that I have not been called upon to pass consciously
through this ordeal. I had to pass through it once, but it was
unconsciously, for when I was asked to preach what was in reality
a "trial sermon," I had no idea that it was such. How gracious
the Lord is, even in such a matter as this, to His unworthy
servants! He" knoweth our frame, and remembereth that we are
dust."
With regard to examinations, it is stated in the life of the
celebrated missionary, HENRY MARTYN, that when he was about to
enter upon his most important university examination he was
extremely anxious and nervous. He felt that it was a very momentous
event for him, and he was particularly desirous of acquitting himself
well for the sake of pleasing his father, whom he greatly loved, and
who seems to have taken a deep interest in his college course. But
this feeling of anxiety and nervousness would in all probability have
pamlysed his efforts and thwarted his wishes, if it had not happened
that, as he was about to enter the examination-hall, the words came
into his mind with wonderful power, and they seeIDed to him to be
a message from above, "Seekest thou great things for thyself ~
seek them not." In a moment his anxiety was checked, his mind
was calmed, and the result was that he was enabled to use his
powers to the very best ad vantage, and he gained the highest
honours which his university could bestow. How thankful he was to
a gracious loving Father, who he believed mercifully and graciously
helped him in this way.
. In my case I had reason to be similarly thankful for-in a small
way-a somewhat similar experience. When the time drew near for
one of my most important examinations, I was extremely anxious
and nervous. I had prepared for it to the best of my ability, but
it was a very difficult one to me, and I felt that there was much
uncertainty about it, and I knew that very much depended upon it.
I retired to rest therefore upon the night preceding the commence·
ment of it, in that anxious and nervous state. But during the night
I had a very vivid dream. I dreamt that the morning of the
examination had arrived, but that I had overslept myself, and that
I had not heard or been awakened by the alarum of my little clock,
which I always set to awake me at a certain hour. I thought that
I started up in an agony of mind, dressed myself as rapidly as possible,
and ran with all my speed to the examination-hall; but when I came
in sight of it, I saw that the last of the students were entering in,
and, as I sprang up the flight of steps in front of it, the great
entrance doors were slowly closed, and I was shut out. I thought
that I begged the porters to let me in, and I expostulated with
them, and used every entreaty and argument, but in vain, I was
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hopelessly left outside, and consequently all the time and labour
which I had expended upon my preparation for the examination were
practically lost. In my vexation and disappointment, I burst into
tears, and then awoke to find that it was all a dream! I started
up, and looked at my clock,-the alarum had not gone off, it was some
minutes before the right time for it to do so. Oh, how thankful I
felt! I got up immediately, fearing lest I might fall asleep again;
I dressed and had breakfast at my leisure, and in due time went to
the examination-hall. By that time all fear about the examination
was gone, and I was delighted to go in to it; so much so that I was
ready almost to jump for joy when I saw the great doors of the hall
close upon me from the inside instead of from the outside. The result
was that I never passed an examination in a more satisfactory and
happy manner. Who can tell how often the great events of life-as
they appear to us-may depend upon the little events 7 and who can
say how largely the mighty issues of eternity may hinge upon the
apparently trifling circumstances of time 7
I had some excellent private tutors during my college course,
and had reason to be very thankful for their painstaking instruction.
Teachers of the young are perhaps seldom aware of how great is
the influence which they sometimes have upon their pupils, instrumentally moulding their characters, and expressing thoughts and
words, and showing actions and examples which may be remembered
during a life-time. One of my tutors, who was a very superior
teacher, and a Fellow of the University, unintentionally, and we
might almost say unconsciously, set before his pupils in his own person
a life-lesson which they are not likely to forget, namely, the
inconvenience and danger of debt and suretyship. When we went
to his rooms for instruction, we always found his outer door not
only securely locked, but fastened with a strong chain; and it was
not opened when we knocked until a guardian within had looked
cautiously out, and made sure we were friends and not foes. The
poor man was heavily in debt, and he seemed to be constantly
under the apprehension of being seized by the representatives of
his creditors, or of having all his worldly goods carried away and
sold. He was in this condition all the time that I was in college.
It was understood that his debts had been contracted, not by his
own improvidenee or folly, but solely by his having become surety
for & relative, who had got deeply into debt, and who had run away,
leaving him to bear the consequences. He thus became a living
illustration to us of the inconvenience of debt and suretyship, and
of the importance of Solomon's advice: "My son, if thou be surety
for thy friend, if thou hast stricken thy hand with a stranger, thou
art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the
words of thy mouth. Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself,
when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble
thyself, and make sure thy friend. Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor
slumber to thy eyelids. Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of
the hunter, and a<; a bird from the hand of the fowler." We truly
sympathized with the misfortune of our tutor, and upon one occasion,
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when the balifl's managed in some way to enter into possession of
his rooms, the intelligence was transmitted like wildfire through the
college, and in a very short time the intruders were bundled out
and ejected from the college precincts in a very unceremonious
manner. An object-lesson like this may be useful anywhere. but
particularly, so at a university, where there are special temptations
to get into debt, where tradesmen and others too often give special
facilities for it, and where, as a consequence, many students are
hampered for years or even for life.
I knew a pastor well who
died not long ago at a very advanced age, and all through
his long life he had to experience the inconvenience and the
burden of debts which he incurred during his younger years at
college.
Upon one occasion during my college course I had a narrow
,escape. I was diligently studying one evening, and sitting in the
centre of my room close to a small round table upon which stood
my books and my lighted reading-lamp. I knew that the student
in the room above me had a party of friends with him that evening,
and I heard them making a considerable noise from time to time, and
occasionally they shook the floor of his room; but I was too deeply
-engaged in study to pay much attention to the circumstance. There
was a small fire in the grate in my room, but it seemed almost
unnecessary, as the evening was a warm one; and I sat at some
distance from it. Suddenly I felt very cold, and I remember distinctly
,thinking what a strange thing it was to feel so when the weather
was so warm. For a minute or two I thought that it was only my
imagination, and so I remained seated where I was; but soon I felt
colder, and consequently I took up my table with the books and
lighted lamp upon it, and mo,ed close to the fire. Scarcely had I
done so when the centre ornamentation of the ceiling above me,
technically called" a crown," came crashing down upon the very spot
where I had been sitting, making such a noise that the inmates of
the other adjacent rooms came rushing in to inquire what had_
happened. Sometimes these ornamentations are known to weigh
no less than a hundredweight each, and this one was unusually large
and heavy. Had it come down upon my head and smashed the
lamp in front of my face, the consequences might have been very
serious, if not fatal; but a loving Hand gave me warning and preserved me. How often, perhaps, we are similarly preserved when
we are unaware of it!
I have mentioned the opportunities which we had of hearing some
'Very able preachers in the churches and chapels of Dublin.
Occasionally the preachers alluded to college students, and of course
we then listened with increased interest. I especially remember one
,sermon preached by the able and eloquent pastor of Trinity Church,
·JOHN GREGG, afterwards Bishop of Cork.
His text was, "I am the
Bread of Life," and he spoke with great force and eloquence upon life
in its different forms-vegetable, animal, temporal, spiritual and eternal,
-of its originating with the great Creator, and of its dependence upon His
will and sustenance. In the course of his sermon he addressed
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candidates for the ministry, and he mentioned, for their instruction
and encouragement, some of his own early ministerial experiences.
He said that he was surprised and sometimes annoyed at the commencement of his ministry by the opposite advice which was given to·
him, and by the contradictory remarks which were made about his
preaching. It was said that his preaching was too simple to be of any
use, and it was also said at the same time that it was far too learned;
he was told that he was no Protestant, and yet 8,gain that he was too·
much of a Protestant; some persons said that his sermons were merely
a commentary on Holy Scripture, and others that there was very little
of Holy Scripture in them, and so on. He said that in consequence of
this he felt inclined to be greatly confused and perplexed, until he made
up his mind to adopt one course, and to adhere to it, namely, to preach
Christ, to preach Him in the multifarious ways and figures in which He
is represented in the Scriptures, in as simple and natural
a manner as possible, and with all the earnestness that he could
command, after earnest prayer and diligent study, and then to leave
the result with God, caring not what men might say or what they
might think.
Then with intense earnestness he urged the young
candidates for the ministry who were present to adopt practically the
same course; not to be above taking advice or attending to useful
hints as to their ministry, but to avoid becoming slaves to such
advice, or being moved hither and thither by it; to see that they
really preached Christ, in the greatness of His Person, in the wonders
of His love, in the beauty of His character, in the efficacy of His
work, in the perfection of His attributes; as the great and only
atoning Sacrifice for sin, as the all-prevailing Righteousness of the
believer; as the Bread of Life, the Light of the World, the Way to,
the Father, the Author and Finisher of saving faith, the Hope of
glory, &c., and to believe in all their hearts that such preaching,.
under the power of the Holy Ghost-although it might be accompanied
with much human infirmity and shortcoming-would not be in vain
in the Lord. It was a very forcible appeal, and one which was likely
to make a deep impression upon those who heard it.

Hatford Rectory, Faringdon.

D.

A.

DOUDNEY.

LEVITICUS.
blessed pages cry, "Sin need not be your ruin." There i.s a death,
which saves from death. There is a wounded side which shelters,.
hides, redeems. A Saviour dies, and if through grace you clasp His.
cross, all, all is pardoned. Leave not Leviticus until you can say,
" I see salvation's glorious scheme; I see salvation laid on Him; He
has endured my hell; He calls'me to His heaven." Blessed and
Eternal Spirit, we bless Thee for this Gospel book.
Oh, hear our
imploring prayer, and make this book a seed of life, a ray of hope,
a flood of peace, a pasture of delight, a text-book of redeeming love,.
and a picture of Christ's heart to many a poor pilgrim in this sinsmitten world. Hear for Christ's sake. Amen."-Dean Law.
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THE FRUITS OF UNION WITH OHRIST.
A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. MARY ALDERMARY CHURCH, QUElJ:N VICTORIA
STREET, LONDON, ON THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 25TH, 1899, BY THE
REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON
BEHALF OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

"But, speaking the truth in love; may {frow up into Him in all
things, which is the Head, even Christ: from whom the whole body fitly
joined together and compacted by that which eve1'y joint s1tpplieth, according
to the e.tlectual working in the measure ot eve?'y part, lIwketh increase of
the body unto the edifying of itself in love."-EpHESIANS iv. 15, 16.

THE language of this portion of God's Word, dear friends, I may at
the outset observe, is in its character distinctly figurative. The figure
employed is that, of the organization of the human frame: the spiritual
application of the figure is to th.e elect people of Ood, the Church of
the Father's choice, the Ohurch of Christ's redemption, the Church
of the Spirit's regeneration, the people whom God has set apart for
Himself as His own peculiar inheritance. "This people have I formed
for Myself, they shall show forth My praise."
We have to consider, this evening, by the promised help of the Holy
Spirit, the wondrous truth of union, subsisting as it does, between
Christ, the Head, and the Church, His body-His people, and these also
individually.
As I have already said, the natural body is the image, or figure,
selected by the Holy Spirit to instruct us. Our infirmities are many, our
hearts slow to understand distinctive truth, Divine, precious, soulsatisfying truth. Hence, the Lord, in compassion to us, has employed
many figures of speech through His Holy Word. Turning to the
spiritual application of the figure, we find in the 12th chapter of the
1st Epistle to the Corinthians, at the 12th verse, these words: "For
as the body [the natural body] is one, and hath many members, and
all the members of that one body, being many, are one body; so also
is Christ." We lay emphasis on the word" so "-that is, after the same
analogy: "so also is Christ": the title" Christ" being applied not only
to the Head, in this place, but likewise to the body as a whole, and to
the numberless members of that body, severally considered. This is
one of the deepest of Divine truths, brethren, and it will take eternity
to unfold its meaning to the apprehension and soul-enjoyment of the
objects of God's everlasting love. " So also is the Christ "-not merely
Head, nor only body, but Christ, Head, body, members, all one, indissolubly, eternally one. This union is from everlasting, it is now,
and will be unto eternity. "Who shall separate us 7" said one, when
in the full enjoyment of this precious truth-" Who shall separate us
from the love oj: God," the love of Christ 7 Who 7 That challenge
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was recorded on the page of inspiration upwards of eighteen hundred
years ago, and it has not yet been answered.
It will never be
answered! "Once in Christ," as the Gospel hymn says" Once in Christ, in Christ for ever,
Thus the eternal Covenant stands."
The constitution of the natural body, how marvellous! In the
language of the Psalmist, "I am fearfully and wonderfully made."
But the Psalmist, speaking prophetically, in that place, refers to
the frame of the mystical body of Christ. He speakH of His members,
yet unformed, as enrolled in the ~book of predestination-" which in
Thy book were written, while as yet there were none of them."
Holy Scripture is God's own language. It is not the language of
earth. Hence, it frequently speaks of things which are not "as
though they were." Being God's language, it speaks God's own
thoughts, and, truly, His thoughts are very deep. His counsels must
stand, and He will do all His pleasure! Thus it is He often uses
the past tense concerning things that are, historically speaking, still
future. This fact is remarkably illustrated in the 53rd of Isaiaha scripture penned some seven hundred years prior to the sacrifice
of Christ-wherein God speaks as though the atoning work were
already accomplished. "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities." And so, dear friends, these mystical members
of Christ's body, which in God's book were written, ere yet they
were spiritually begotten, must be considered as in union with
Christ the Head from everlasting. Not the one without the otherthe body apart from the Head, imperfect-the Head without the
body, also imperfect. Any member, the least component part of
that mystical body being lacking, an imperfect body is the result,
an imperfect "Christ" (if I may thus express myself), and that is
an impossibility! Christ is not divided (1 Cor. i. 13). "A bone of
Him shall not be broken."
I now turn with you again to 1 001'. 12th chapter, and ask you to
note the interdependenct there insisted upon as existing between the
members of this mystical body of Christ. "For by one Spirit are
we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into
one Spirit. For the body is not one member but many. If the
foot shall say, because, I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is
it therefore not of the body 1 And if the ear shall say, because
I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the
body 1 If the whole body were an eye, "here were the hearing 1
If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling 1 But now hath
God set the members everyone of them in the body, as it hath
pleased Him. And if they were all one member, where were the
body 1 But now are they many members, yet but one body. And
the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee; nor
again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much
more those members of the body which seem to be more feeble are
necessary." Thus, Head, Body, Members, stand .inter-related to
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each other by Divine arrangement. Just as believers are interdependent upon one another in mutual service and love, so also the
Lord Jesus Christ by union with His people needs their necessities
in order to find an opportunity for the display of His innate
sufficiency. "The Head cannot say" to the meanest, lowest, least,
members of the body-" the feet "-the members that come most
frequently into contact with defilement, with the earth and the
things of time and sense, " I have no need of you!" How marvellous,
I repeat, is this truth of union, subsisting between Christ the Head,
and His body the Church, and also between His people as members
one of another in that spiritual body.
We see a further illustration of the truth now under observation
in the instance of the persecution by Saul of the saints of God, at
Jerusalem and elsewhere. When the Lord's time to favour that
Pharisaic sinner arrived-for he was one of those members of Christ's
mystical body whose names were written in the Lamb's Book of Life
from the foundation of the world-and the Lord said" Live!" there
came a cry from the new heart within, "Who art Thou, Lord?" Saul
could but own himself conquered, yet- he knew not by whom. "Who
art Thou, Lord?" And there came forthwith the answer from the
Father's right hand, "I am Jesus of Nazareth!" Observe, beloved
friends, the title the Ascended One assumed when addressi ng this
object of His redeeming love, "I am Jesus of Nazareth." He might
have said, " I was Jesus of Nazareth, but now I am Jesus the Glorified
One, King of kings and Lord of lords, all authority being Mine in
heaven and in earth." Such an answer we might well have expected.
But, see, He assumes the title which characterized Him as the humble
Servant who suffered for the salvation of His people, thus showing
Himself unchanged, t.hough wondrously exalted in His condition and
circumstances. It was as though He had said: "I am Jesus of
Naza1'eth, therefore I am Jesus unchanged. Was I meek and lowly
on earth? I still am meek and lowly. I am in Myself all I was at
Nazareth, excepting only My position and surroundings. I am Jesus
of lVaza1oeth, whom thou persecutest, whom thou art persecuting in the
members of My mystical body. Every wound thou hast inflicted has
been a wound inflicted upon the whole Christ." Wounded in His
members, Christ is wounded in Himself. Just as the natural head is
the seat of human consciousness, so Christ feels promptly every
pang that rends the heart of any member of His spiritual body,
anyone of His exercised, tempted, and tried people. "Why persecutest thou Me?" This thought might be pursued in endless
ramifications, but I forbear.
Observe, in the next 'place, that there is implied a discharge
of practical obligations by reason of union between the Head
and the Body. "Speaking the truth in love." The margin has
it, "being sincere." The idea is a condition of soul in which these
practical obligations must be carried out. Unless the heart be right
with God, unless the condition of the soul be one of communion ,,-ith
God, it will lack that sincerity and love of the truth which are
essential to fruit-bearing in the Lord"; vineyard. "Speaking the
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truth" is an expression which implies a heart sound in the truth; a
heart taught of the Spirit of truth, indwelt by the Spirit of truth,
actuated by the indwelling Spirit of truth. "Speaking the truth"
with the lip is one thing; speaking it in the life-not fitfully, but
habitually-is quite another. And, I take it, this is the standard
which the Lord has seen fit to set before His people. Thirsting after
the truth in order to adorning it, in order to co=ending it to tho~e
who are seeking it, and to those who are as yet" without," who have
no knowledge of the truth of the living God. The vocation of the
believer is to speak the truth in a life of loving devotion to the Lord
Jesus Himself, in the first place, and of loving devotion to those who
are His, in the next.
Further; it must be noted of Christ's members that they" grow up
into Him." There is nothing so conducive to spiritual growth as communion with God, resulting in the fulfilment of His known will-communion with Him, so that the heart is constrained to obedient service.
" Grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head, even Christ: from
whom the whole body fitly joined together "-the work of the Holy
'Ghost, whose office is to take of the things of Christ, and to revea,l
them to us, to give us a true knowledge of ourselves and of God's
grace towards us, and the position in 1yhich He has placed us in the
mystical body of Christ.
"From whom the whole body, fitly joined together "-a remarkable
expression, implying Divine d&"ign, in the first place, Divine design
and consequent perfect order, arrangement, down to the smallest
.details. "Knitted together" is a similar figure, implying a design
running through the whole-from the first thread to the last thread
of it-a piece of living, spiritual tapestry! Such is the Church of
God. God has perfectly thought out all that concerns His Church,
in order to His possessing a perfect Church, a Church worthy of
Himself, a Church in which He can find everlasting satisfaction,
His eternal delight. It is of that glorious Church He speaks when
He says, "This shall be My rest for ever: here will I dwell, for
I have desired it," or set My heart upon it. God gave that Church
to His co-equal and co-eternal Son, so as to secure unto Himself
.such a Church as this-a Church unblameable and unreprovable in
His sight, a Church washed in the all-cleansing blood of the Lamb,
so that the righteous, holy, and just God can look upon the result
and say of the blood-washed ones, in their compactness and unity,
"Thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee."
Oh, what a marvel of Divine grace is this, that a holy God should
choose sinners out of a fallen world, set ap~rt sinners for Himself,
new-create them in the day of His gracious favour and power, and
then behold in them, with absolute satisfaction, His own handiwork!
Such, however, is God's Church, lovely in His estimation, worthy of
Himself.
"Compacted by that which every }oint supplieth." There are some
of the Lord's people who, in their times of self-judgment, sink very
low, and take a very, very humble view of themselves, of their position
and their prospects. But let such remember that this is the experience
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()f the children of God only.
Formalists, hypocrites, and mere
religionists know nothing of an experience of self-judgment such as
that. Addressing myself, in passing, to these exercised souls, I would
say, observe well the language of our text, "that which e'IJeTy joint
supplieth," down to the very feet.
Every joint in the body is
necessary, in order to the harmonious working of the whole. 'fhere i~,
as I have already said, an interdependence of action amongst the
children of God. The Church, let it not be forgotten, is J ehovah's
masterpiece, and its minute ramifications are past our fully finding out.
Yet are we graciously assisted to comprehend this profound truth.
Every joint is necessary in oroer to the perfection of the whole bodily
organism. Every joint is likewise necessary in that mutual service of
love, that fellowship, which subsists among the believing people of
God.
It was on this Scriptural principle that the .AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND
SOCIETY was founded ninety-two years ago. It was in recognition of
the fact that there is a divinely ordained law of love operative amongst
the elect people of God that the founders of this venerable Society
made an effort to provide for the aged and more necessitous members
of Christ's body. They realized the practical obligations owing to their
Divine Head, and they knew that by lovingly serving each other in
Him they would needs enjoy the sunlight of His smile and the beams
of His approving countenance. Ninety-two years of devoted, generous
Christian service have abundantly verified the expectations and
confident anticipations of those gracious men who organized this
beneficent Society. The basis of the Society is essentially according to the
mind of God. It must be regarded as the fruit and outcome of the great
Evangelical Revival of a century ago. Along "ith those other great
religious Societies which "ere then originated, the ..lged Pilgrims' Friend
Society was established on a distinctly doctrinal foundation, the doctrine
being distinctive of thefree grace of God. The Society for which I plead
affords an eminent example of fidelity to God's pure truth, for it
stands, doctrinally speaking, to-day exactly where it did ninety-two
years ago. It has consistently honoured those Bible principles and
adorned those Bible doctrines which it professed at the outset, and God
has been pleased, in ~ remarkable degree, to prosper its service of love.
It is because I believe its objects to be of Him that I humbly occupy
this pulpit on the present occasion, and plead, deal' brethren and
sisters in Christ, for your liberal support, your sympathy, and your
prayers.
There may be those present who are not acquainted with the working
of this truly Evangelical and Protestant Society. It aims at providing
pensions for aged Christians-sixty years the minimum standard of
age-annual pensions of Five, Seven, and Ten Guineas. At the
present time no fewer than 1,493 aged Christians are dependent upon
the funds of the Society.
Its income arises from voluntary sources.
It relies on the present sympathies and the love of the Lord's
almoners, and, in my view, the Committee act wisely in giving the
Christian Churches such public opportunities as they have afforded us
to-night of coming together and stimulating liberality towards such a
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blessed work as this. 1,493 Pensioners are now receIvmg pensions
arising from the free-will offerings of the Lord's people, amounting to
£10,500 per annum. There are also Homes provided for 180 of t.he
Lord's aged servants, at a cost of about £1,800 a-year.
Were the Lord pleased to stir up the hearts of His almoners,
to double the income of the Society, as the century closes, it would
prove one of the greatest services of love that could be bestowed
on the aged members of Christ's body.
I press upon you, dear
friends, to make this suggestion a matter of earnest prayer.
Nothing, as you well know, is too hard for the Lord. I dare say, those
faithful men who founded the Society, ninety-two years ago, scarcely
anticipated that no fewer than 1,500 of the Lord's aged saints
would receive, as they do to-day, the benefits of their project. This
is verily" the Lord's doing!" We, brethren, have been spared to
see the rich fruits of faith and prayer. Let the sight stimulate us to
increased energy, and devotion in serving one another as fellow
heirs of the kingdom of Christ. These considerations I confidently
submit to you, brethren, and leave the matter in your hands. The
Lord add His blessing to His Word to-night, for Christ's sake. Amen.

SPIRITUAL DESERTIOKS

.tL.~D

COMFORTS.

WERE we always to be exulting under the sensible comforts of the
Spirit, how little should we know of our own desperately wicked
hearts, how liable should we be to be puffed up with spiritual pride,
and to fancy ourselves the chief favourites of heaven. So that in the
school of darkness and desertion the Christian learns many excellent
and useful lessons. Then it is he ransacks his heart with diligence,
and finds it to be a foul sink of iniquity, a "Baby~on of unclean
birds and spirits." Then it is that he sees his utter, utter inability
"to do anything of himself to help himself," and that all his
"sufficiency is of God." Then doth he plainly perceive the folly of
putting any "confidence in the arm of flesh," and that he must
"trust in the Lord, and stay himself upon his God." Then doth he
learn to "speak a word in season to him that is "eary," and to tell
others, from his own experience, that "man doth not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
.Again, it is in the state of desertion that the Cbristian learns to
receive spiritual blessings with greater thankfulness, from a thorough
conviction that he can as soon move a mountain or create a world
as kindle the least spark of Divine love in his hard, dead, cold
heart, till Christ the "Sun of righteousness arise" upon it, "with
healing in His wings;" or, as the sweet Canticle expresses it, he sees
that "if a man would give all the substance of his house for love,
it would utterly be contemned.-Si1' R. Hill.
ALL God's mercies begin from the Fountain-head, the mercy-seat,
and flow on from everlasting to everlasting.-Romaine.
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"COME OUT, AND BE SEPARATE!"
ONE of the most remarkable misnomers in common use III our days
is that of "the Christian World." Whereas the Bible jealously
distinguishes between that which is of the "world" and that which is
of "Christ," our latter-day teachers, led astray by their universal
charity, blend these opposing elements together, and glory in their
achievement, as though it were pleasing in God's sight! Especially is
this deplorable defection from the truth discernible in the matter of
what are known as amusements, and the carrying on of "religious"
enterprizes. Much of the money raised for" Church work," so-called,
is obtained by worldly methods and more or less direct appeals to the
flesh. Faith in God for the supply of means to serve Him, whether
at home or in the mission field, is set aside to make way for sensuous
and selfish indulgences in the shape of bazaars, concerts, theatricals,
sports, lotteries, aud often more questionable amusements than even
these. It needs great grace in a follower of Christ, especially if he
be a young convert, to resist these worldly attractions and to bear
testimony against them. Thank God, grace is sufficient for such
testimony, and instances of faithful and fearless witness might be
quoted. The pulpit and the press, too, are not wholly given over tQ
the delusion of attempting to serve God and Mammon. We know of
no more outspoken and forcible protest against this prevalent evil
than a penny booklet by Pastor ARCHIBALD G. BROWN, published by
Messrs. Morgan and Scott (12, Paternoster Buildings, London), entitled
The Devil's Mission of Amusement. In the hope that our readers
will assist in scattering widely this powerful protest, we quote freely
from its little pages, and pray God to abundantly bless its timely and
truthful utterances.
:Mr. BROWN opens his noble attack thus :-" Different days demand
their own special testimony. The watchman who would be faithful
to his Lord and the city of his God, has need to carefully note the
signs of the times and emphasize his witness accordingly. Concerning the testimony needed now there can be little, if any, doubt.
An evil is in the professed camp of the Lord, so gross, so brazen
in its impudence, that the most short-sighted of spiritual men can
hardly fail to notice it.
"During the past few years it has developed at an abnormal
rate, ever for evil. It has worked like leaven, until now the whole
lump ferments. Look which way you may, its presence makes
itself manifest.
There is little, if anything, to choose between
Church, Chapel, or Mission Hall. However these may differ in some
respects, they bear a striking likeness to the posters that figure
upon and disfigure their notice boards. Amusement fm' the people
is the leading article advedised by each. If any of my readers doubt"
m.~ ~t~t~m.~\.\.t, ~';. ~""\.\.\.~ """1 ~\,\,'C"!""..\W,~ \\)\) 'i';"',.veelJlllg, let tnem ta'ke
a tour of inspection and study 'the announcements for the week'
at the doors of the sanctuaries of their neighbourhood; or let them
read the religious advertisements in their local papers. I have done
this again and again, until the hideous fact has been proved up to
2 L
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the hilt, that 'amusement' is ousting 'the preaching of the Gospel'
as the great attraction. 'Concerts," Entertainments,' 'Fancy Fairs,'
'Smoking Conferences,' 'Dramatic Performances,' are the words
honoured with biggest type and most startling colours. The Concert
is fast becoming as much a recognized part of Church life as the
Prayer Meeting, and is already, in most places, far better attended.
" 'Providing re~reation for the people' will soon be looked upon
as a necessary part of Christian work, and as binding upon the
Church of God, as though it were a Divine command, unless some
strong voices be raised which will make themselves heard. I do not
presume to p.ossess such a voice, but I do entertain the hope that I
may awaken some louder echoes. Any way, the burden of the Lord
is upon me in this matter, and I leave it with Him to give my
testimony ringing tone, or to let it die away in silence. I shall
have delivered my soul in either case. Yet the conviction fills my
mind that in all parts of the country there are faithful men and
women who see the danger and deplore it, and will endorBe my
witness and my warning.
"It is only during the past few years that 'amusement' has
become a recognised weapon of our warfare and developed into a
mission. There has been a steady 'down grade' in this respect.
From 'speaking out,' as the Puritans did, the Church has gradually
toned down her testimony; then winked at and excused the frivolities
of the day. Then she has tolerated them in her borders, and now
she has adopted them and provided a home for them under the
plea of 'reaching the masses and getting the ear of the people.'
The devil has seldom done a cleverer thing than hinting to the
Church of Christ that part of her mission is to provide entertainment for the people with a view to wimling them into her ranks.
The human nature that lies in every heart has risen to the bait.
Here, now, is an opportunity of gratifying the flesh and yet retaining
a comfortable conscience. We can now please ourselves in order to
do good to others. The rough old cross can be exchanged for a
'costume,' and the exchange can be made with the benovolent
purpose of elevating the people.
"All this is terribly sad, and the more so because truly gracious
souls are· being led away by the specious pretext, that it is a form
They forget that a seemingly beautiful angel
of Christian work.
may be the devil himself, 'for Satan himself is transformed into
an angel of light' (2 Cor. xi. 14)."
He then proceeds :-" My first contention is, that PROVIDING AMUSEMENT FOR THE PEOPLE IS NOWHERE SPOKEN OF TK HOLY SCRIPTURE AS
ONE OF THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CHURCH. What her duties are will
come under our notice later on. At present it is the negative side
of the question that we are dealing with. Now surely, if our Lord
had intended His Church to be the caterer of entertainment,
and so counteract the god of this world, He would hardly have left
so important a branch of service unmentioned. If it is Christian
work, why did not Christ at least hint it 1 'Go ye into all the world,
and preach the Gospel to every creature,' is clear enough. So would
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it have been if He had added, 'and provide amusement for those who
do not relish the Gospel.' No such an addendum, however, is to be
found, nor even an equivalent for such, in anyone of our Lord's
utterances. This style of work did not seem to occur to His mind.
Then again, Christ as an ascended Lord, gives to His Church specially
,qualified men for the carrying on of His 'York, but no mention of any
gift for this branch of service occurs in the list. 'He gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers-for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.' Where do the
• public entertainers' come in 1 The Holy Ghost is silent concerning
them; and His silence is eloquence.
"If 'providing recreation' be a part of the Church's work, surely
we may look for some promise to encourage her in the toilsome task.
Where is it 1 There is a promise for 'My Word:' it shall not
return unto Me void.' There is the heart-rejoicing declaration
concerning the Gospel: 'it is the power of God.' There is the
sweet assurance for the preacher of Christ that, whether he be successful
or no--as the world judges success-he is a 'sweet savour unto
God.' There is the glorious benediction for those whose testimony,
so far from amusing the world, rouses its wrath: 'Blessed are ye
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all
manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted
they the prophets which were before you."
Were the prophets
persecuted because they amused the people or because they refused to 1
The gospel of amusement has no martyrology. In vain does one look
for a promise from God for providing recreation for a godless world.
That which has no authority from Christ, no provision made for it by
the Spirit, no promise attached to it by God, can only be a lying
hypocrite when it lays claim to be I a branch of the work of the Lord.'
"But again. PROVIDING AMUSEMB.'T FOR THE PEOPLE IS IN DIRECT
ANTAGONISM TO THE TEACHING AND LIFE OF CHRIST AND ALL HIS ApOSTLES.
What is to be the attitude of the Church towards the world according
to our Lord's teaching 1 Strict separation and uncompromising
hostility.
While no hint ever passed His lips of winning the world
by pleasing it, or accommodating methods to its taste, His demand
for unworldliness was constant and emphatic. He sets forth in one
short sentence what He would have His disciples to be: 'Ye are
the salt of the earth.' Yes, the salt: not the sugar-candy nor a
'lump of delight.' Something the world will be more inclined t<>
spit out, than swallow with a smile. Something more calculated to
bring water to the eye than laughter to the lip.
"Short and sharp is the utterance, 'Let the dead bury their dead;
but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.' 'If ye were of the
world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you.' I In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world.' 'I have given them Thy
Word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the
I
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world, even as I am not of the world.' 'My Kingdom is not of this
world.'
These passages are hard to reconcile with the modern idea of the
Church providing recreation for those who have no taste for more
serious things-in other words, of conciliating the world.
If they
teach anything at all, it is that fidelity to Christ will bring down
the world's wrath, and that Christ intended His disciples to share
with Him the world's scorn and rejection.
How did Jesus act 7
What were the methods of the only perfectly "faithful witness" the
Father has ever had 7
"As none will question that He is to be the worker's model, let us
gaze upon Him. How significant the introductory account given by
~1ark, 'Now, after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into
Galilee preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying,
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye,
and believe the Gospel.' And again, in the same chapter, I find
Him saying, in answer to the announcement of His disciples that all
men were seeking for Him, 'Let us go into the next towns that I
may preach there also: for therefore came I forth.' Matthew tells
us, 'And it came to pass when Jesus had made an end of commanding His twelve disciples, He departed thence to teach and to preach
in their cities.' In answer to John's question, ' ."\l't Thou He that
should come 7' He replies, ' Go and show John those things which
ye do hear and see: the blind receive their sight, and the lame
walk; the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear; the dead are raised
up, and the poor have the Gospel preached to them.' There is no
item in the catalogue after this sort: 'and the careless are amused,
and the perishing are provided with. innocent recreation.'
" ~V e are not left in doubt as to the matter of His preaching, for
'when many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no
room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door, He
preached the Word unto them.' There was no change of method
adopted by the Lord during His course of ministry; no learning by
experience of a better plan. His first word of command to His
evangelists was, 'As ye go, preach.' His last, 'Preach the Gospel to
evei'J creature.' Not an evangelist suggests that at any time during
His ministry He turned aside from preaching to entertain, and so
attract the people. He was in awful earnestness; and His ministry
was like Him. Had He been less uncompromising, and introduced
more of the 'bright and pleasant' element into His mission, He
would have been more popular.
"Yet, when many of His disciples went back, because of the
searching nature of His preaching, I do not find there was any
attempt to increase a dimished congregation by resorting to something more pleasant to the flesh. I do not heal' Him saying, 'We
must keep up the gatherings anyway; so run after those friends,
Peter, and tell them we will have a different style of service to-morrow.
Something very short and attractive, with little, if any, preaching.
To-day was a service for God; but to-morrow we will have a pleasant
evening for the people. Tell them they will be sure to enjoy it,
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and have a happy hour. Be quick, Peter: we must get the people
somehow; if not by Gospel, then by llonsense.' No, this was not
how He· argued. Gazing in sorrow on those who could not bear the
the Word, He simply turns to the twelve, and asks, 'Will ye also
go away7'
" Jesus pitied sinners; pleaded with them; sighed over them;
warned them; and wept over them: but never sought to amuse
them. When the evening shadows of His consecrated life were
deepening into the night of death, He reviewed His holy ministry,
and found comfort and sweet solace in the thought, 'I have given
them Thy "ord.' As with the Master, so with His Apostles-their
teaching is the echo of His. In vain will the Epistles be searched
to discover any trace of a gospel of amusement. The same call for
separation from the world rings in everyone, 'Be not conformed
to this world; but be ye transformed,' is the word of command in
the Romans. 'Come out from among them, and be ye separate,
and. touch no lUlclean thing,' is the trumpet call in the Corinthians.
In other words, it is come out--keep out--keep clean out- for
, what communion hath light with darkness 1 and what concord hath·
Christ with Belial 1'
'" God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified unto me and I
unto the world.' Here is the true relationship between the Church
and the world according to the Epistle to %e Galatians. 'Be not
ye, therefore, partakers with them. Have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them,' is the
attitude enjoined in Ephesians. 'Sons of God without rebuke in
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine
as lights in the world; holding forth the word of life,' is the word
in Philippiaus. 'Dead with Christ from the elements of the world,'
says the Epistle to the Colossians. ' Abstain from every form of evil'
(R.V.), is the demand in Thessalonians.
" 'If a man, therefore, puge himself from these, he shall be a vessel
unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the Master's use,' is the word
to Timothy. 'Let us go forth, therefore, unto Him without the camp,
bearing His reproach,' is the heroic summons of the Hebrews. James,
with holy severity, declares that 'The friendship of the world is
enmity with God; whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world
is the enemy of God.' Peter writes, 'Not fashioning yourselves
according to the former lusts in your ignorance; but as He which
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of living' (R.V.).
John writes a whole Epistle, the gist of which is, 'Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in
the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world
passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever.'
"Here are the teachings of the Apostles concerning the relationship of the Church and the world. And yet in the face of them,
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what do we see and hear 1 A friendly compromise between the two,
and an insane effort to work in partnership for the good of the people. .
God help us, and dispel the strong delusion. How did the Apostles
carry on their mission work 1 Was it in harmony with their teaching 1 Let the Acts of the Apostles give the answer.
" Anything approaching the worldly fooling of to-day is conspicuous
by its absence. The early evangelists had boundless confidence in the
power of the Gospel, and employed no other weapon. Pentecost
followed plain preaching. When Peter and John had been locked up
for the night for preaching the resurrection, the early Church had a
prayer meeting directly they returned, and the petition offered for the
two was, 'And now, Lord, grant u,nto Thy servants, that with all
boldness they may speak Thy word.' They had no thought of praying, 'Grant unto Thy servants more policy, that by a wise and discriminating use of innocent recreation they may avoid the offence of
the cross, and sweetly show this people how happy and merry a lot
we are.'
" The charge brought against the Apostles by the members of the
Council was, 'Ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine.' Not
much chance of this charge being brought against modern methods.
The description of their work is, 'And daily in the temple, and in
every bouse, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.'
Then, if they , ceased not' from this, they had no time for arranging
for entertainments; they gave themselves continually' to the ministry
of the word.' Scattered by persecution, the early disciples 'went
everywhere preaching the word.'
"When Philip went to Samaria, and was the means of bringing
'great joy in that city,' the only recorded method is 'he preached
Christ unto them.' When the Apostles went to visit the scene of his
labours, it is stated, 'And they, when they had testified and preached
the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the Gospel
in many villages of the Samaritans.' And they went back to Jerusalem
directly they had finished their preaching, it is evident they did not
think it their mission to stay and organize some' pleasant evenings'
for the people who did not believe.
"The congregations in those days did not expect anything but
the word of the Lord, for Cornelius says to Peter, 'We are all here
present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of
God.' The message given was, 'Words whereby thou and all tbine
house shall be saved. Cause and effect are closely linked in the statement, 'Men of Cyrene spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord
Jesus: and the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number
believed and turned to the Lord.' Here you have their method-they
preached. Their matter-the Lord Jesus. Their power-the hand
of the Lord was with them. Their success--_':lany believed.
"What more does the Church of God require to-day 1
"When Paul and Barnabas worked together, the record is, 'The
Lord gave testimony unto the word of His grace.' When Paul, in a
vision, hears a man of Macedonia saying, 'Come over and help us,'
he assuredly gathers that tbe Lord had called him to preach the Gospel
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unto them. Why so 1 How did he know but that the help needed
was the brightening of their lives by a little amusement, or the
refining of their manners by a collection of paintings 1 He never
thought of such things. ' Come and help us! ' meant to him, 'Preach
the Gospel.' , And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and
reasoned with them out of the Scriptures '-not about the Scriptures,
mark, but out of them-' opening and alledging that Christ must
needs have suffered and risen again frem the dead.' That was the
, manner' of evangelistic work in those days, and it seems to have
been wonderfully powerful; for the verdict of the people is, ' These
that have turned the world upside down are come hither also.' Just
now the world is turning the Church upside down; that is the only
difference.
.
"When God told Paul that He had much people in Corinth, I read,
'And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the Word
of God among them.' Evidently then, he judged that the only way
to bring them out was by the Word. A year and a-half, and only
one method adopted. Wonderful! We should have had a dozen in
that time! But then Paul never reckoned that providing something
pleasant for the ungodly was part of his ministry, for, on his way to
Jerusalem and martyrdom, he says, 'Neither count I my life dear
unto myself, so that I might finish my' course with joy, and the
ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus to testify the
Gospel of the grace of God.' This was all the ministry he knew.
The last description we have of the methods of this prince of
evangelists is of a piece with all that has gone before, • He expounded
and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus,
both out of the Law of Moses and out of the prophets, from morning
till evening, preaching the kingdom of God and teaching those things
which concern the Lord Jesus.' What a contra<lt to all the rot and
nonsense now being perpetrated in the holy name of Christ! The
Lord clear the Church of all the rubbish that the devil has imposed
upon her, and bring us back again to Apostolic methods!"
Such weighty, Scripture-warranted teaching as that contained in
Mr. BROWN'S little treatise supplies a grievous lack in these days of
frivolous, superficial religion, and we heartily pray that it may be
greatly owned by the Holy Spirit.
TAKE this for your comfort, the least measure of grace is enough
to bring you to heaven. This is not spoken to make you idle, but
only to comfort a perplexed conscience. Many, because their grace
is weak, think they have no grace. "I have set before thee (saith
Christ to the Church of Philadelphia) an open door, and no man
can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept My word,
and hast not denied My name." It is true our comfort lies much
in the comparative degree, but our salvation in the positive degree:
strong grace hath strong comfort; much faith will bring thee with
much comfort to heaven; but a little faith will bring thee safely to
heaven.-C. Love.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. J. R. BARNABAS.
THE basis of brotherly love on which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was
originally founded, in the year 1766, has continued to characterize
its history to the present issue. We love all those who "love the
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity," irrespective of human denominations
and forms of Church government. For this we have Apostolic precedent, and we know that" we have the mind of Christ." The elect
body of Christ is not, in its diverse membership, confined to any
particular community of professing Christians. The objects of God's
loving choice are, at present, a scattered people. And it is no small
pleasure to recognize these redeemed and quickened ones from day to
day as we journey onwards to the celestial Zion. Their characteristics
are evident, and, to a spiritual judgment, easy of identification. They
speak one tongue-the pure language of Canaan, not the mixed
utterance of Ashdod. They gladly confess that their salvation is
wholly of the sovereign grace of God, and renounce all trust in human
.merit and creature works. They delight in owning their indebtedness
to the Holy Spirit for life, conviction, repentance, faith, sanctification,
and preservation. The blood and righteousness of Christ are ever
the theme of their praiseful song, and their prayerful, constant aim
is, to show forth the praises of the Triune God who called them out of
darkness into His marvellous light. It matters not of what nation
they come, or what earthly language they speak. They are cordially
hailed as brethren beloved, and as heirs together with us of the
heavenly inheritance.
It is in this fraternal spirit that we introduce to our readers our
well-beloved brother in Christ Jesus, the Rev. J. R. BARNABAS,
Pasteur of the French, or Huguenot, congregation which has
worshipped by Royal favour in the crypt of Canterbury Cathedral
since the times of Edward VI. :Mons. BARNABAS, who is a native of
France, and came to Canterbury from Canada, in succession to another
faithful minister of the French Protestant congregation, the Rev.
J. A. :MARTIN, is an earnest, able shepherd of souls. He is also a
zealous upholder of the ~ncient rights of the Protestant Refugees who,
in times of Popish persecution, fled from France and Holland to our
beloved country, and met with generous hospitality at the hands of
the English Reformers. As our readers were informed a few months
since, the PASTEUR and his colleagues did the EDITOR of this :Magazine
the honour of inviting him to preach the Protestant Reformation
annual sermon, in the Cathedral crypt, last December. A very close
and interesting tie exists between the Church of England and
the Reformed Protestant Church of France, and it is a happy
coincidence that our Family :Magazine has become associated with
the cause of the persecuted Huguenots. The Crypt Church is a
vigorous survival of a noble army of Protestant witnesses, thousands
of whom shed their blood rather than deny their simple faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ by submitting to the false religion of the Papal
Antichrist. While other foreign congregations; established similarly
to the Canterbury Church at Norwich, Dover, and London, have
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{leased to exist, the Crypt Church has continued to assemble to worship
the God of their fathers for more than three hundred years within the
walls of the first cathedral in England. A high authority has stated
that the confirmation of the "Letters Patent" and freedom to worship
in the cathedral crypt was granted by Charles 1. and Charles n.;
while James 1. said generally, on the matter of the Foreign Churches,
." I will protect you, as it becomes a good prince to protect all who
have abandoned their country for religion's sake." On the occasion
·of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, the city of Canterbury
is said to have been filled with Protestant exiles, and the. congregation meeting in the crypt was greatly increased. From 1562 an
unbroken list of pastors of this interesting historic church can be
given, and among the thirty names or more, several have been
distinguished for their learning and godly life. The later constitution of the Crypt Church was much strengthened by the late
ARCHBISHOP TAIT, who, in 1874, warmly advocated its historical and
religious importance, and in 1876 deputed his only son to preach
the annual commemoration sermon. On that occasion the Rev.
'CRAUFORD '1' AIT took for his text, Matthew x. 23, "When they persecute
you in this city, flee ye into another." Concord between English
and Continental Protestant bodies-though not necessarily Episcopal
in their Church government---should, in these days of Papal aggression, be cultivated by all lovers of godly unity; and the Huguenot
Church, worshipping by Royal authority in the Cathedral church of
·Canterbury, affords a peculiarly favourable medium for the furtherance of this blessed object. Canterbury might thus add one more
honour to the many to which its long history lays claim-an honour
second to none of them in Evangelical and spiritual importance.
Our readers will, we know, prayerfully join in wishing God-speed
to the Rev. J. R. BARNARAS in his interesting ministrations, and in
assuring him and his flock that they occupy a warm corner in the
hearts of their English Protestant brethren.

A MEDITATION.
" The memo1'y of the just is blessed."-PROVERBS X. 7.
"JUST" is a little word, but it implies a great deal. How very few
of us can say that we have been just and upright in all our doings.
Yet in God's Word how very many blessings are promised to the
righteous. "Thou, Lord, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt
Thou compass him as with a shield." And the Lord knoweth every·one whose earnest desire is "to depart from iniquity." May we be
·enabled, dear reader, to ask God. at all times to show us what sin is,
and to .give us grace to follow after holiness, without which we
·can never see God.
Doubtless everyone who fears and loves
God has a hatred of sin, and how often too have such. to cry to
.the Lord to be kept from all evil, especially fr01n seC1'et sin. What a
mercy it is to be shown what sin is, in whatever form it appears.
And it is good and right that we should avoid .every appearance
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of evil. St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, 13th chapter, says ~
"Now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed." . He had real grounds for giving such
advice, especially as so many to whom he was writing were drawing'
nigh to the place appointed for all living.
When we mourn the 10s8 of gifted and blessed men, like TOPLADY.
we can not only say, we mourn our loss, but by grace we can truly say,
"Lord, Thou hast supplie:i our need, and had compassion on us," so that
we are constrained to comfort ourselves with the blessed fact, Christ.
remaineth. And, dear reader, does not the loss of our beloved
relatives cause great sorrow 7 Yet we are enabled from time to time
to pour out our bitter grief into the ear of Him who is a Brother
born for· adversity, and who well knows how to comfort them that
are cast down. We believe that at all. times, when the Lord sees fit
to take from us a faithful teacher, who has, by the grace of God,
been wise in bringing many out of darkness to the knowledge of Jesus
Christ as their Saviour, that faithful teacher will be sorely lamented.
Yet are we not to mourn as without hope; for assuredly our God will
ever supply all our need according to His riches in glory, and through
Jesus Christ.
We will conclude these few remarks in the words of the Preface
(written by AUGUSTUS TOPLADY) for his Hymn Book, published in the
y~ar 1776:"Remember, reader, that none can truly and savingly learn the
'Song of the Lamb' who are not' redeemed from the earth,' by His.
most precious blood (Rev. xiv. 3). Pray, therefore, for the effectual
operation of the Holy Ghost on thy heart to apply and make known
to thee thy personal interest in the Father's election, and in the Son's
redemption. So wilt thou not only sing with understanding, but
with the Spirit also beaming upon thy soul, and be able, experimentally, to say" As soon the lute's soft music flows
Obedient to the skilful hand;
So, tuned by Thee, my spirit owes
Her harmony to ·Thy command.
Touched by the finger of Thy love,
Sweet melody of praise I bring;
Join the enraptured choirs above,
And feel the bliils that makes them sing."
C. BALDWIN.
"I HAYE fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have·
kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of'
righteousness." . . . . An assured hope is a true and Scriptural
thing. Assurance, such as the Apostle Paul expresses in our text, is.
not a mere fancy or feeling. It is not the result of high animal
spirits, or a sanguine temperament. of body. It is a positive gift of'
the Holy Ghost, bestowed without reference to men's bodily frames.
or constitutions, and a gift which every believer in Christ should
aim at and seek:. after.-BlsHOP RYLE.
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THE VALUE OF A GOSPEL MINISTRY.
IN the November number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE appeared an
account of the translation of the Rev. THOMAS Goss, the beloved
Vicar of St. Mary Magdalene, Peckham. In that account it was
incidentally mentioned that St. Mary's has never been disfigured with
idolatry; no illegal altar has ever been seen in the modest chancel; and,
thank God, the present Vicar, the Rev. J. W. W. MORAN, is as
fearless a champion of truth as those who have gone before, and a
true and loyal son of the Reformed Church of England. It is a
matter for devout thankfulness, in these transition days, to be able to
say: "St. Mary's, Peckham-consecrated in 1838 -has ever belonged
to the Church of England!" because, alas! nearly three-quarters of
our national churches-in spirit, at least-have great sympathies with,
and longings after, "our erring sister." *'
But to return. When dear Mr. Goss was removed to the building of
God not made with hands, the parish was left in charge of the Rev.
ARTHUR STEELE KING, who ministered to the people with great usefulness. Having, however, accepted a curacy at Cambridge, he bade
us farewell on Sunday morning, June 4th, and this is what he said
on the value of a Gospel Ministry ;" This is my last Sunday with you, and I would just like to say
how grateful I am to that Divine and unerring Providence that
directed me to this parish, and in leaving, I wish to thank you all
for the great kindness you have ever shown me; and I now ask that
you will in your prayers follow me to my new sphere, that the
Divine Hand may be with me for the good of His Church. Yes! 1
am grateful indeed to that Divine Providence that directed me here,
for I shall never forget our late Vicar, dear Mr. Goss. What he
was to me spiritually I ca=ot as yet fully realize. His life, his
great ministry, his tenderness-all come up beforE! me this morning.
The value of such a Gospel ministry can never be told. My own
spiritual life was strengthened and helped, and never ~hall I cease
to be thankful to our merciful Lord for bringing me under the
sound of that voice-a voice which now is joining in that great
hallelujah chorus in the heavenly home."
May this word be added 1 Our present dear Vicar, the Rev.
J. W. W. MORAN has been giving the people a course of sermons
on the teaching of. the Church of England; the sermon on the
Christian Ministry on Sunday night, June 4th, was unique in its
conciseness. Sacerdos unknown to the Church of England-it was
al ways presbuteros, and so there was no altar; and when godly
Church people got into the mistaken habit of speaking of the
"altar" they were not only incorrect, but were doing an injury. The
word altar is not in the Prayer Book from beginning to end.
Brethren, pray that our national churches may still be preserved
to us-preserved from Popery and priestcraft. It is a matter as
important for the welfare of Nonconformists as it is for Conformists.
C. B. B.
• A noted hymn writer's description of Apostate Rome.
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MULTUM IN P ARVO.
THE pernicious growth of Popery in the Church of England continues
to flourish, while' the Archbishops sit at Lambeth Palace trifling with
such questions as burning Pagan incense and candles-matters which
were long ago adjudged to be illegal by the constitutional courts of
the realm. The patience of the people of England is fast becoming
exhausted, and a day of rough awakening for the chief rulers of the
Church is undoubtedly approaching. The time appears to have gone
by when the manly, uncompromising spirit which led CRANnIER and
his Episcopal brethren to go to the stake in protest against Popery
actuated their successors in the sees of Canterbury and London.
Compromise is the sole idea of the Bishops of to-day, and how to
keep the traitorous Romanizing clergy within the pale of the Establishment is the temporizing policy of the Episcopate. The one
human hope left is found in the power of the people at Parliamentary elections. We inust only vote for those candidates who pledge
themselves to uphold the civil and religious liberties which the
Protestant Settlement has secured for the nation, and \I-ho will
support legislation for the expulsion from the ministry of the
Established Church all confessing and massing priests. Until the
Church be delivered from perjured clergy peace is impossible, and the
blessing of God cannot be expected. We are glad to refer to a recent
instance of how powerful the Protestant vote is when it is cast resolutely,
and free from party political bias-the case of Southport, Lancashire.
If the various Protestant Societies were to federate, in a real sense,
for such work as promoting the return to Parliament of sound
Protestant representatives, the next Ministry formed might be able
to repeal the pro-Roman legislation of the past, and introduce fresh
safeguards irt the interests of our national Protestantism.-A timely
four-page tract has just been published, entitled, Ritualism Rampant
in the Diocese o} St. Albans. It contains many facts, carefully
compiled, on the subject of Popery in BISHOP FESTING'S diocese, and
exposing with masterly force the mischievous work being carried on
by means of grants from the Bishop's Fund. For example, it is stated
by the compiler that no less than £51,251 have been voted to help
churches where illegal "Mass Vestments" are worn; £104,415 to
churches where illegal lights are burned "before the Sacrament";
and £21,730 to churches where the "celebrant" takes the "sacrificial
position" in the Communion Service. Thus, since the commencement
of the BISHOP of ST. ALBANS Fund, a sum of £177,396 has been voted
for Sacerdotalism, or, in plain words, for the propagation of
doctrines and practices which are alike contrary to God's Word and
to the laws of England! We may add that the tract, price
threepence per dozen copies, may be had at 14, Buckingham
Street, Strand, W.C.-We have pleasure in noting the issue of the
17th annual Report of "The Pure Truth Mission (Hull)," and to
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record our good word for the sound "Mission Leaflets" circulated
by this unpretending agency.-It is a sad and significant fact that
over 420,000 railway, tram, omnibus, cab, and steam-boat men are
kept at work in Great Britain alone, during the day which God has
appointed for their rest.-W e rejoice to chronicle the good news
that the proprietors of both the Daily Mail and the Daily Telegraph
have found it impossible to resist the force of English opinion in
opposition to the publication of Sunday editions of these newspapers,
and that the issues on the Lord's Day are now defunct.
The
publication of any newspapers on the sacred day of rest should be made
illegal, and we hope the time will come when a courageous Government will introduce a measure on the subject. If the nation were to
demand such a reasonable reform, it would, no doubt, be effected.Mr. J. R. MACKENZIE having ceased to be Secretary of the Monthly
Tract Society, the Committee has appointed the Rev. W. BURNET,
Vicar of Childerditch, Brentwood, Editor of the Voice of TTuth, as
Secretary pro tem.-The Southern District Orders recently contained a
paragraph which stated that the attention of the Co=ander-inChief had been called to the fact that soldiers and band-boys, in
some instances, wore surplices in chm'ch choirs. Lord YVOLSELEY
disapproves of soldiers covering the uniform with surplices or any
kind of civilian garment at a parade service, and forbids them to
wear surplices in choirs in future.-The Ministry of Worship
has published some statistics of the French clergy, which reveal
There are in France at the
a number of important facts.
present day 8,429 cures and 28,573 active clergy, 9,430 students
in the gl'ands seminaires, and 2,198 boys in the petits seminaires,
ready to be transferred to the higher institutions next year.
The
diocese best provided with secular priests is that of Besangon,
with 59 cures and 772 de.Si>e:r'lJanis: An:as has 47 cures and,
622 officiating clergy. The numbers for Rodez and Lyons are 51
and 615, and 73 cures and 594 respectively. The archdiocese has'
39 cures and 103 desservants, but to these must be added 591 vicaires
attached to the parishes.-The General Assemblies of the Established
Church and the Free Church of Scotland met in Edinburgh last
month. In the Established Church Assembly Dr. LEISHMAN, the
retiring Moderator, proposed as His successor, Dr. PAGAN, of Bothwell, who was unanimously elected and took the chair. In the Free
Church Assembly the retiring Moderator, Dr. WHYTE, proposed theelection of Dr. JlliES STEWART, of Lovedale, as his successor, and
this was seconded by LORD MORAY and agreed to. Dr. STEWART then
delivered an inaugural address, which dealt largely with foreign
missions. He concluded by urging the adoption of a forward
missionary policy. He suggested that it should be the settled aim of the
Church to direct a larger amount of attention and effort to the work of
foreign missions, and that this should regulate a large amount of its
activity. The total amount of the Free Church Sustentation Fund:
up to the] Oth ult. was .£184,028 8s., as compared with £173,526
138. Id. at the corresponding date last year-an increase of £10,501
14s. lId.-Mr. LumEN HEITLAND recently wrote to a daily contempo--
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rary on "The Crisis in the Church" in the following telling terms : "In the great controversy on the Crisis in the Church, which has
lately occupied a prominent position in the Press, there has been a
great deal said about Ritualists being willing to obey the Courts, on
the condition that they are composed of Spiritual Judges. How have
they obeyed and how are they obeying the decision of the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY in the Lambeth judgment 1 At St. Augustine's
Church, York Street, Hackney Road, last Sunday, I saw the Ablutions
performed ceremonially during the service; the Manual Acts
were hidden; and, I believe, the chalice was ceremonially mixed at
the altar. The service was in every way of a decidedly advanced
character.
Incense was blessed and used during the service, the
thurifer being accompanied by an infant, about four years old, who
carried the incense-boat; the priests wore the Mass vestments and
birettas; incense, a crucifix, banners and lighted candles were carried
in procession; the Gospel was read, with thurifer, master of ceremonies, and acolytes (with lighted candles) in attendance; services
for the celebration of Corpus Christi day were announced; the
priests sat down, with birettas on, during the singing of the Nicene
Creed; the Benedictus and Angus Dei were interpolated; the sacring
bell was rung at the singing of the Sanctus; the prayer of Consecration was quite inaudible, and six acolytes with lighted candles were
arranged round the steps of the altar; and the wafer and the chalice
were elevated while both (sacring and tower) bells were again rung.
There were no communicauts. A cnlCifix, candles, and altar cards were
on the altar, and there are confessional boxes with a small crucifix and
candle in each. This is in no way an exceptional church, as will
be seen by referring to a little book (lately published by THYNNE)
entitled the 'Roman Mass in the English Church,' and there are
now about sixty churches in London and the suburbs where a more
or less similar service is held. According to the 'Tourist Church
Guide,' the use of incense has increased in the Church of England
by nearly 100 churches in a little over two years; and still we are
told to 'trust the Bishops. They are dealing with the matter.' No
doubt some of them are slowly doing something; but in the meantime people are getting disgusted., and leaving the Church to go
nowhere or to join some nonconforming body, and the Church is fast
approaching the brink of Disestablishment."-A recent report that the
aged BISHOP of LIVERPOOL would shortly resign his see, in consequence
of broken health, is, on his lordship's authority, wholly devoid of truth.
-In connection with the celebration of our beloved Queen's 80th
birthday, the Westminster Gazette had the following paragraph :-" It is
interesting to note to what an extent HER MAJESTY'S long reign of sixty-two years exceeds the average duration of the reigns of sovereigns, which,
according to NEWTON, is nineteen years, and according to HALES,
twenty-three and a quarter. The average duration of the reigns of the
,sovereigns of England has been twenty-three and a half years. The
next longest reign of a sovereign in the history of the world was, of
course, that of GEORGE IlL, a fine old English gentleman, who ascended
the throne in 1760, celebrated his jubilee on October 25th, 1809, and
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died in 1820 at the age of eighty-two."-The BISHOP of BRISTOL has
resigned his thorny position as president of the Mass-promoting Alcuin
Club, on the ground that" in presence of strong currents of opinion"
he wishes to keep his hands free in appearance as well as in reality.
In quitting the Society Dr. BROWNE expresses his good wishes for the
<Jontinued su-::cess of its historical investigations.-A correspondent
writes to The Kent and Sussex Courier :-" The late ARCHBISHOP [of
CANTERBURY]-an admittedly great ecclesiastical authority whom no
'one would accuse of being an Evangelical-when he came to the
dedication of St. Barnabas's Church, Tunbridge Wells, ordered the
removal of certain wooden images of saints which had been erected on
the chancel screen. These idolatrous images were taken down, secreted
away for a lengthy period, and have now been replaced in their original
positions with the evident cognizance of the present ARCHBISHOP, who
thus sanctions or condones an illegality which Dr. BBNSON condemned
and removed. Yet Mr. BOSCAWE:'< says the Protestant parishioner of
the Church of England must not appeal to Parliament against these
things. Those who saw the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY last Saturday,
delivering an address at St. Barnabas's Church, seated at the chancel
steps under an immense crucifix placed over the centre of the chancel
screen, with huge candles rising from the floor on either side, with
, altar' flowers and tapers, with oil paintings and images of saints,
with crimson sanctuary lamps burning in broad daylight, and festival
banners lining the chancel, and genuflections at altar and font,
would have a difficulty in recognizing a Bishop of a Reformed
Church to whom Mr. BOSCAWEN tells Protestants to appeal."Recent news from Spain has tended to show that an attempt may
at any time be made to deprive Protestant worshippers of their
rights and liberties. Thus, the correspondent of the Standard, last
month, telegraphing from Madrid, reported :-" The Ultramontanes
begin to show a disposition to take advantage of the presence of
several intransigent Catholics in the Cabinet to insist upon curtailing
the liberty of conscience. For twenty-five years past all the Governments of the Restoration have allowed, under the Eleventh Article
of the Constitution, all foreign and native Protestants to have
churches, chapels, schools, and cemeteries as long as they abstained
from too much display of their faith, and as long as they kept their
propaganda within certain limits. Now the Catholic Press openly
proclaim that the Constitution of the Monarchy must be understood
to grant only the right to be Protestants, Dissenters, and Freethinkers in secret, as Spain is bound by her treaties with the
Vatican to suppress all places of worship, schools, and other demonstrations of doctrines clashing with those of Catholicism. On tbis
plea they call upon the present rulers to reform the press and
education laws, and to close all the native Protestant schools and
. chapels, especially in Galicia and other parts of North Spain, and in
the great towns where certainly the propaganda has been successful."
This fresh outburst of Papal intolerance in the country of the
Inquisition, at a time when God's heavy judgments lie upon the throne
and the nation, evinces inveterate impenitence, and it becomes the
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plain duty of all Christians to unite in fervent prayer that our
threatened fellow Protestants in Spain may be divinely delivered from
the approaching storm of priestly persecution. Coincidently, the
Roman Catholic authorities in England are making an effort in Parliament to obtain the repeal of those laws which our forefathers
passed to protect us from the Jesuits, and monkish orders. If our
'children are to enjoy the rights and liberties which those Statutes
secured, the intrigues of the Vatican must be firmly met. Perhaps, in this connection, it may be well here to reprint the
faithful, solemn warnings which the great LORD ELDoN uttered
in 1829, when the Roman Catholic Emancipation Bill was
before Parliament. That prescient Peer of the realm, with deep
emotion and profound conviction, spoke as follows :-" I know that,
sooner or later, this Bill will overturn the aristocracy and the
monarchy. What I have stated is my notion of the danger to the
Establishment. Have they not Roman Catholic Bishops for every
Protestant Archbishop; Roman Catholic Deans for every Protestant
Dean 1 Did not the Roman Catholic ecclesiastics dispute against
HENRY VIII. in defence of the power of the POPE 1 and in MARY'S
time were not the laws affecting the Roman Catholics repealed, not
by the authority of Parliament, but through the influence of the
POPE'S Legate 1 And even though you suppress these Roman
Catholics, who utter seditious, treasonable, abominable, and detestable
speeches, others will arise who will utter speeches more treasonable,
more abominable, and 1U0re detestable. No sincere Roman Catholic
could or did look for less than a Roman Catholic King and a Roman
Catholic Parliament. Their lordships might flatter themselves that
the dangers he had anticipated were visionary, and God forbid that
he should say, that those who voted for the third reading of the
Bill will not have done 'so conscientiously, believing that no danger
existed or can be apprehended from it. But in so voting they had
not that knowledge of the danger in which they were placing the
great, the paramount interests of this Protestant State; they had
not that knowledge of its true interests and situation which they
ought to have. Those with whom we ara dealing are too wary to
apprize you by any indiscreet conduct of the danger to "Which you
are exposed. When those dangers shall have arrived, I shall have
been consigned to the urn, the sepulchre, and mortality; but that
they will arrive, I have no more doubt than that I yet exist. You
hear the words of a man who will soon be called to his great
account. God forbid, therefore, that I should raise my warning
voice, did 1 not deem this measure a breach of every notion that
I have of a civil contract-a breach of every article of the Constitution, and contrary to the spirit of those oaths which I have taken
to my King, and to that; Constitution. Pardon, my lords, a man
far advanced in years, who is willing to give up his existence to avert
the dangers with which all he loves, all he reveres, are threatened.
I solemnly declare, that I had rather not be living to-morrow
morning, than, on awaking, find that I had consented to this measure.
Believing it, as I do, after all the consideration which I have given it,
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to be an abrogation of all those laws which I deem to be necessary
to the safety of the Church-a violation of those laws which I hold
to be as necessary to the preservation of the Throne as of the Church,
and as indispensable to the existence of the Lords and Commons of
this Realm as to that of the King and of our holy Religion-feeling
all this, I repeat, that I would rather cease to exist than, upon waking
to-morrow morning, find that I had consented to a measure fraught
with evils so imminent and so deadly, and of which, had I not solemnly
expressed this my humble but firm conviction, I should have been
acting the part of a traitor to my Country, my Sovereign, and my God!"
TWO ITALIAN CONVERTS.

I.
AMONG the students of the Free Church College, Glasgow, during
last session was FRANCESCO PRISINZANO, who was formerly a monk of
the Capuchin order in Italy. He is now studying (through the
liberality, it is understood, of Lord O\ERTOUK) for the ministry of
the Evangelical Church of Italy. The story of his conversion, as
related in his own words in a recent report of that Church, is as
follows: "I had often seen the students of the monastery pass by in
couples, calm, serene, and tranquil. My father, too, yielded to the
insinuations of his friend, one of the monks, and so, having fulfilled
the requisite forms, I, on the 29th of June, 1885, took the robes of
St. Francis under the name of 'FRA GroVANNI ANGELo.' Behold me
then a monk, and not yet eighteen years old! At first, ignorant of
hidden secrets, the new surroundings charmed me like a picturesque
cemetery, and I loved them. I Im'ed as one might, in some phases
of life, love oblivion and death.
I conformed to everything and
everyone. I became a lamb. I was no longer the lad of inflexible
character, who not long since could fight with constancy against the
convictions of father and grandfather.
However, my more than
submission was prostration of spirit, indolence, and indifference. I
remember that several times I made a solemn resolution to let my
life be an imitation of that of our Founder, but my desires were no
sooner kindled than they were extinguished. When I resolved to
enter more closely into the monastic life, to interest myself in it, I
know not how it was, but my blood would freeze in my veins, so that
I cannot say I was ever a monk in the real sense of the word, but
merely a temporary student.
I studied with pleasure up to the
general theological examination for ordination to the priesthood, but
had not always the same. peace of mind. Indeed, the more I
advanced, the more monasticism presented itself to me in its most
horrible form and sad reality. Every idea extinguished; every tie
with the world broken; the heart stifled and choked in its most
noble impulses and generous sentiments; the will dead, and thought
shut up in an absurd emptiness. Science was vanity, patriotism a
crime, religion a merchandise, family love a temptation.
" I was more interested in philosophical studies than in sacred
lore, not even taking the trouble to read the Bible. Always finding
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new and terrible realities in my life and surroundings, my faith
wasted away like a cloud, till I reached the stage of scoffing at everything, even the most holy truths of the Christian religion. Even
being ordained a priest could not accustom me to the additional
yoke, and to that false seriousness which the monks put on in public.
I laughed in my heart at the blind credulity of the people, worshipping
the host which I sceptically elevated during mass; and not knowing
a better Christianity outside the Romish Church, I sometimes repeated
the blasphemous phrase of LEO X., 'How profitable is this fable of
Jesus Christ!'
"But the Lord Jesus watched over me, and while I was sarcastically confusing my mind between Buddha and Confucius, He interceded
to His Father for my conversion. It was about a year since' Father
ANGELICO DA POLLIN,A,' Sig. G. COLLOSI, my ex-cullf'ague in the
novitiate, left the Franciscan habit and went to the Waldensian
pastor in Palermo.
I took no part in the maledictions launched
against him by the monks of the province, because I, too, had begun
negotiations with the General of the Order to obtain a brief of
secularisation, though I had not then the intention of withdrawing
entirely. One day I received a letter from my ex-colleague with these
words: 'Now all is well with me; I have found the truth. Come
and see.'
"At first I was incredulous, but then, urged by a lil'ely curiosity,
I one day found means to· go to Palermo, where the Lord for the
first time touched my heart and drew a response from me. I found
my colleague, and by his means learned many things of which I was
ignorant about the Gospel and the Evangelical Church. I returned
to the monastery armed with the Bible and several other books, which
became my daily bread and nightly comfort, not to say the first
weapons I used to make a more open attack on the monstrous
dogmas and impossible paradoxes of that Church. On September 8th,
1894, I left the monastery of Gibilmanna, furnished with the brief
secularisation, and in the monastery I sorrowfully parted from those
of my brethren who loved me. I fled to Rome, with no books, no
letters, and very little money, but feeling convinced in my heart
that here, far from my family, and more favourably placed, I should
come to a knowledge of the truth, and take a decision for life and
death. At the station in Rome I asked the "\\:ay to an Evangelical
church, and was not long in finding it. The Rev. J. WALL, Baptist
missionary, received me kindly, but wa., doubtful of my' sincerity.
Nevertheless, he asked me every day to his house, where we talked
of religion, of dogma, and engaged in prayers to the Lord. This
continued for six months, after which, being convinced of the truth,
I was admitted to the Lord's Supper.
Thus, day by day, a new
affiatus of spiritual life filled my heart. I had found peace, joy, and,
more than all, the courage of a lion, so that I overcame all those trials
which touched my amour propre, such as humiliation, hunger, and
the most complete abandonment of my fellow-men, without a sigh of
regret, like one who feels he is no longer a; mere instrument in life,
useless to himself and to others.
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" At length I decided to return to the Italian Evangelical Church,
and at the beginning of 1896 I left the Association and went to
Florence, where, with much intellectual and moral benefit, I for three
years frequented the course of preparatory study for the ministry of
that Church. This Church is based on the Bible, and holds the same
life and ideals as the great Italian Reformers, from whom it descends in
a direct line. It has a striking nationaJ character, and has the same
blessed aim-the redemption of the country through the Gospel. It
is for this that I belong to it, for this that I choose it; and, although
conscious of the insufficiency of my efforts, I hope, by God's help, to
'Consecrate them and my whole self to the glory of God, and tI,e
advancement of His blessed Son's kingdom on earth."

11.
PIER GUISEPPE FRANCESCHINI, born in Rome, January 4th, 1865,
comes of one of the most ancient and conspicuous families of
Palestrina, many of his family having occupied high positions in civil
and ecclesiastical life. G. P. FRA,.'<CE-SCHINI, his father, was :Major
Domo to Cardinal LUCIAN BUONAPARTE, and at his death passed into
the service of the Cardinal Bishop of Palestrina. His mother was
a deeply religious lady, and trained her son acc.ordingly, committing
him to a priest in Rome, with whom he studied grammar, rhetoric and
theology. His father died suddenly in 1883, when he went to live with
his mother, and continued an assiduous course of study. These literary
studies ended in 1891, when he undertook literary work, contributing
to several periodicals, in which he was much assisted and complimented
by some of the leading literati of Italy. His mother dying the same
year, he went to live for a time .with his father's younger brother,
and then, detennined to take Holy Orders, entered the seminary at
Palestrina, where he remained three years, according to the Rector's
testimony, displaying distinguished ability.
In March, 1896, he was in due course ordained priest by the Bishop
{)f Palestrina in the chapel of the seminary; afterwards in that
city, and also at Valmontone, his preaching received great praise, and
was fruitful of spiritual results among the population of these places.
Being an ardent lover of the truth, he always sought for valid
arguments to support his religious ideals, when he came to see the
antagonism between the pure and holy doctrines of Christ and
Primitive Christianity, and the false doctrines and superstitions of the
Church of Rome, finally concluding that he must abandon her, and
publicly setting forth the reasons for his separation. He then gave
himself to prayer, asking the Lord to show him the way, and was
finally led to seek admission and was received into the National
Catholic Church of Italy, presided over by the Rev. Dr. ENRICO DI
·CAMPELLo.-Quarte1·ly Report, Italian Church Re/o1"m Association.

SEEK not m each other what is to be found only m God.-Rev.
W. Howels.
2. M 2.
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LEWES :MARTYRS' MEMORIAL.

We cordially unite with our Christian friends who protested last
month against the action of Dean F ARRAR and the Committee of
the Memorial to the Kentish Martyrs, in setting up an idolat1'ous
cross at Canterbury. The Protestant Martyrs died rather than show
reverence for, or toleration of idols. The material cross is the idolsymbol of Antichrist and of Antichristianity.
It has no place
whatever in the pure and undefiled worship of God, who is a Spirit. In
its origin it is Pagan, and in its later adoption it is Roman.
The
policy of the Papacy from the first was, by incorporating Pagan
symbolism with its practical system, to ingratiate itself with the
unconverted world-to the lasting dishonour of "Christendom."
The same observation is true of human art. The Divine teaching
of the Lord Jesus-whose authority on the subject is final-nowhere
recognizes "art and man's device" as occupying a place in the
acceptable worship of His Father. Material images of the cross on
which Christ died are detestable to a spiritual mind; and veneration
for them is a certain indication of either spiritual ignorance, or
presumptuous defiance of the revealed will of God. If it be argued
that images of the gibbet set up by the Roman authorities on
Calvary, on which they slew "the Lord of Glory," should be
venerated" relatively," we see no rea on why an image of Judas Iscariot
(who was the conscious and responsible instrument of our Redeemer's
death) should not also-and inde!3d much more reasonably-be
exhibited for "relative" worship. The accursed "tree" was an
inanimate instrument, like the spear, the nails, and the crown of
thorns.
For present-day profess0rs of the Christian religion to erect
images of that, in association with the worthy names of men and
women who through grace refused to bow down to material things
is, therefore, to do despite to the Gospel of Christ, and to invite us
back to the times of Gentile blindness and ignorance.
The Pagan
and Papal emblem which surmounts the Canterbury Memorial is
insulting to the faith of the Protestant "jIartyrs, and a grievous
offence to those of us to-day "ho hold that faith dearer than life
itself.
In contrast to the deplorable action of the Comm.ittee of the
Canterbury Memorial is that of the promoters of the Lewes Martyrs'
Memorial. On the proposed monument at Lewes, in grateful acknowledgment of the fidelity of the local Sussex Martyrs in testifying
against Romish idolatry, "there is to be no embellishment." So
states the following official letter which has lately appeared in the
press : LEWES MARTYRS' MEMORIAL.
52, Malling St1'eet, Lewes, June 1st, 1899.
SIR,-Your numerous readers will be glad to hear that the
obelisk is to be constructed of grey granite, instead of Portland stone,
and that arrangements are so far completed with regard to the matter
that the contract for the supply of granite has been signed and sealed
DEAR
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with J\fessrs. WHITEHEAD, of Westminster, who have undertaken to deliver
the stone within six months. The contract has also been signed with Mr.
C. F. BRIDGMAN, of Lewes. for the erection of the obelisk, and he has
agreed to complete the work within three months of the anival of the
granite. The monument, which is calculated to weigh some seventy tons,
is to be of unpolished stone, and you will remember it is to be thirty-five feet
high. The platform of rough granite is twelve feet square and three feet
high; the dado, eight feet cube, five feet six inches square, being devoted
to the inscriptions both on the north and south sides; and the shaft or
needle twenty-four feet high. The form of the Memorial is very much
after the style of Cleopatra's Needle. There is to be no embellishment.
The ground from which the erection starts, I believe, is about on a level
with the top of Lewes Castle, so that the structme is likely to attract a
good deal of attention, and incite the ancient inquiry-H What mean these
stones P" The blocks of granite are to be drawn on a specially constructed
trolly up the steep side of the hill, locally known as the Coombe, by a
steam engine stationed at the top. Although many friends have been
generous in their subscriptions, more money is still required, and will
be thankfully acknowledged by Mr. ARTHUR MORRIS, secretary and
-treasurer, myself, or other members of the Committee.
Yours sincerely,
JAS. VINALL,
Assistant SeCl'eta1'y, Martyrs' Memorial C01n?nittee.
We earnestly hope that all who value the precious Bible truths
for which the Lewes Martyrs died will liberally subscribe the balance
of the needed funds.
THE FUTURE OF THE LATE PASTOR CHINIQUY'S WORK.
Bo.llill OF FREXCH EVA..I'GELISATION,
YlLC.A. BUILDIXG, MOXTREAL,
21st April, 1899.
IN the nfl,me of the executor of the late F A.THER CHINIQUY and of
the Board of French Evangelisation of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, we hereby inform the public, and especially the friends of
FA1'HER CHINIQUY, that all the missions carried on by him during his
lifetime have been transferred to said Board, and will be continued
under its management, It is deemed most important that these
should be continued, and strenuous effort in furthering the aims of
this great man's life, and, therefore, it is earnestly requested that
all contributions and bequests for the support of said missions be
forwarded to the treasurer of the Board, the Rev. Dr. ROBT. H.
ARDEX, Confederation Life Building, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
(Signed),
J. L. MORIN,
Executo'I" of late Pa-stOl' Chiniquy.
OFFICES OF THE

'V

D. H.

"MACVICAR,

Chairman, Board of F.'ench Evangelisq,tion.

S. J. TAYLOR,
Sec"etary, Board of French Evangelisation.
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ROME'S DECAY.

THE following brief but instructive leaderette appeared recently in
the Toronto Sentinel--a sound Protestant witness in the Canadian
press:"Notwithstanding the feverish anxiety of the Propaganda, the frequent
boastings of her prelates about converts and membership, and the weak-kneed
policy of many statesmen, the Roman Church is decaying. It needs but a
cursory glance at the current history of the world to recognise this. Her own
prelates and preachers admit her loss of power and prestige in Ireland, in the
increasingly independent stand the press and people are taking against the
domination of the priests in political and local affairs. In France the bulk of
the people whilst nominally Romanists begin to feel that they must find a
better religion or sink back to a fifth '01' sixth·rate power. In South America
the influence of Rome has been so shaken during the past few years that·
the Pope became alarmed, and summoned in hot haste~a conference of the
South American Bishops, to be held at Rome in June, to consider the grave
condition of the Church all through South America. In England, Scotland,
D,nd Wales the Church of Rome makes no headway, and the outcry against
Ritualism and Romanism has become so strong that many are deserting from
the Romish and Romanising churches to the purely Protestant churches. All
over Europe the Church of Rome to-day is on the decline, and we would soon
see in Canada similar decay clearly making itself felt if statesmen were less
pliant tools of the Vatican.
Turn which way we may, we see clearly indicated everywhere that decay
has set in, and that Rome would soon be deprived of her political power and
her clerical domineering if statesmen would only learn to exhibit a little more
backbone. Never bJls there been greater need and a more hopeful field for
Protestant missionary effort among Roman Catholics than at the present. If
the Orangemen of Canada will, at the coming session of the Grand Lodge, take
the necessary preliminary steps to organize a systematic spread of Protestant
literature among the Roman Catholics, tp.e result will, without doubt, be
remarkably successful.

I WONDER many times that ever a child of God should have a sad
heart, comidering what their Lord is preparing for them. When we
shall come home, and enter into our Brother's fair kingdom, and
when our heads shall find the weight of the eternal crown of glory,
and when we shall look back to pains and sufferings, then shall we
see life and SOlTOW to be less than one step or stride from a prison
to a glory, and that our little inch of time-suffering is not worthy
of our first night's welcome home to heaven. However matters go,
the worst shall be a tired traveller, and a joyful and sweet welcome

home.-Samuel Ruthmford.
AT that time when God withholds comfort from thee, yet He doth
really love thee. Jesus Christ doth someti~es serve His children as
J oseph served his brethren; he spake roughly to them, and he put
them in prison; and yet Joseph did dearly love his brethren, "and
his bowels did yearn towards them." Thus Jesus Christ; His real
love is the same to His children at all times, though the manifestation of it may not be always alike. Joseph knew his brethren,
though bis brethren knew not him. " The Lord knows who are His ;"
though they that are His, perhaps, do not know that they are so.
Jesus knew Mary, though she did not know Him.-C. Love.
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GEORGE MULLER, OF BRISTOL.'"
LIKE Barnabas, the "Apostle," of whom the Scriptures testify that
" he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith," the
subject of this very instructive biography was singularly endued
with spiritual gifts, and also with grace to put them to wise and
fruitful uses. Among the many eminent Christian characters, whose
names will lastingly remain associated with the kingdom of Christ
upon earth in the nineteenth century, will certainly be that of
GEORGE MULLER, the founder and first director of the Orphanages
for 2,050 parentless children on Ashley Down, Bristol. His lifework has left a blessed impress on the age in which he lived, and in
which he served his Lord and Saviour, while the fragrance of his
personal example, and the stimulating influence of his effectual,
fervent prayers, with his generous care for needy and desolate little
ones, will, we do not doubt, long continue to provoke God's people
unto love and to good works. We are glad, for the truth's sake in
these sad times of religious formalism and unbelief, that Mr. J AMES
WRIGHT, Mr. MULLER'S sop.-in-law and executor, was led to consent
to the publication of an authentic narrative of the life and labours
of God's eminent servant.. Nor are we les~ gratified that the office
of recorder was apportioned to one so peculiarly well qualified to fill
it as Dr. PIERSON, of America, to whose fertile and facile pen the
Church of God had already been made a considerable debtor.
In the arrangement of all such details it is delightful to trace
the hand of our heavenly Father, who is never at a loss for suit·
able instruments when He requires a work to be performed, or
a testimony to be borne.
The volume containing the records
of the extraordinary spiritual and providential experiences of
Mr. MULLER presents in a comprehensive yet compact form the
leading incidents of his life, the principles which guided him in his
action, and the multiform blessing which God, in whom he implicitly
trusted, was pleased to vouchsafe to the work of his hands. Dr.
PIERSON logically begins with the beginning of the career of the
Lord's nonagenarian servant, and tells us circumstantially of his
unregenerate course, till the sovereign grace of God convinced him of
sin, and led him to the "fountain filled with blood," wherein he
washed and was cleansed from all sin. It would seem that Mr.
MULLER passed through a prolonged struggle with a powerful indwelling
enemy ere he obtained full deliverance of soul. But when once the
Holy Spirit sealed upon his heart a sense of "blood-bought pardon," he
appears to have sought, with ever-inCl'easing measures of light and
knowledge, to follow Him and His blessed will with childlike
confidence and satisfaction. Referring to the sovereign and singular
dealings of the Lord in bringing His elect, loved child to Himself,
"GEORGE MULLER, OF BRISTOL. By ARTHUR T. PIERSON, D.D. With an
Introduction by JAMES WRIGHT, son-m-law and successor m the work of
George Miiller. Illustrated. Pp. 462. Six Shillings. (London: J. Nisbet and
Co., Limited), 1899.
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Dr. PIERSON has penned some very edifying remarks. He observes:" We should lose one of the main lessons of this life-story by passing
too hastily over such an event as this conversion, and the exact
manner of it, for here is to be found the first grEat step in God's
preparation of the workman for his work. Nothing is more wonderful
in history than the unmistakable signs and proofs of p1·e-adaptation.
Our life-occurrences are not disjeeta membm-scattered, disconnected,
accidental fragments. In God's book all these events were written
beforehand, when as yet was nothing in existence but the plan in
God's mind-to be fashioned in continuance in actual history-as is
perhaps suggested in Psalm cxxxix. (margin). ,",ve are stones and
timbers brought to a building site-the stones from different quarries,
and the timbers from different shops-and different workmen have been
busy upon them at times and places, which forbade all conscious
contact or co-operation. The conditions oppose all preconcerted action,
and yet, without chipping or cutting, st0ne fits stone, and timber fits
timber-tenons and mortises, and proportions and dimensions, all
corresponding, so that when the building is complete it is as perfectly
proportioned and as accurately fitted as though it had been all
prepared in one workshop, and put togethei' in advance as a test. In
such circumstances no sane man would doubt one presiding mind-one
architect and master-builder-had planned that strncture, however
many were the quarries and "IIorkshops and labourers. And so it
is with this life-story "lie are "IIriting. The materials to be built into
one structure of service were from a thousand sources and moulded
into form by many hands, but there was a natural fitness and a
common adaptation to the end in view which prove that He whose
mind and plan span the ages had a supreme purpose to which all
human agents were unconsciously tributary. The area of this vision
of God's workmanship will grow upon us as we look beneath and
behind the mere human occurrences to see the Divine hand shaping
and building together all the seemingly disconnected events and
experiences into one life-work. For example, what have we found to
be the initial step and stage in GEORGE MULLER'S spiritual history?
In a little gathering of believers, where for the first time he saw a
child of God pray on his knees, he found his first approach to a
pardoning God. Let us observe: this man "IIas henceforth to be
singularly and peculiarly identified with simple Scriptural a<;semblies
of believers after the most primitive and apostolic pattern-meetings
for prayer and praise, reading and exponnding of the Word, such as
doubtless were held at the house of {ary, the mother of John
Mark-assemblies mainly and primarily of belie,ers, held wherever a
place could be found, with no stress laid on consecrated buildings, and
with absolutely no secular or resthetic attractions. Such assemblies
were to be so linked with the whole life, work, and worship of GEORGE
MULLER as to be inseparable from his name, and it was in such an
assembly that the night before he died he gave out his last hymn
and offered his last prayer."
Prayer, and simple trust in the Covenant promises of his heavenly
Father, pre-eminently characterized Mr. MULLER. Nothing was too
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small Or unimportant to be brought, in secret supplication, to the footstool of his God. As his biographer well says, he was the man who,
for seventy years, "conspicuously looked up to heaven to learn what
he was to do." Prayer for direct Divine guidance in every crisis,
great or small, was the secret of his entire career. Surely, there
was no accident in the exact way in which he was first led to God,
in Germany, and in the precise character of the scenes which were
stamped with lasting interest and importance. His devotion to the
.study of the Holy Scriptures was most marked. His habit of reading
-consecutively through the Bible was one he pursued for many years,
and his consequent familiarity with the thoughts and counsels of
the Divine mind afforded him extraordinary facilities when addressing
·others, either in private or public. Mr. J.urns WRIGHT, speaking on
the occasion of NIR. MULLER'S funeral, mentioned that he had read
the Bible from end to end nearly two hundred times. His was no
,ordinary perusal of the sacred volume. He took time to " meditate"
upon the Word, and to assimilate its precious communications.
Thence it was he deduced those principles of action and motives
{)f service which made him the eminently wise organiser of Christian
enterprize that he was. "The Scripture Knowledge Institution for
Home and Abroad "-one of the most gigantic Christian undertakings
ilver initiated by a single mind, and conducted by a single hand,
.accompanied as it has been from the first by most signal tokens of
God's approval-has abundantly demonstrated the soundness of
Mr. MULLER'S judgment, the correctness of his conclusions from God's
Word, the practical value of the principles on which he carried out
his plans, the efficacy of believing prayer, and the sufficiency of faith
-to overcome all human difficulties. The founding, at Bristol, of the
·orphanages for 2,050 fatherless and motherless children, and their
.successful maintenance during upwards of half a century, afford an
object lesson which an unbelieving world cannot, however willing,
gainsay.
Such a material testimony to the faithfulness of
God in keeping the promises on "hich He caused His dear
servant to hope is one of the most striking phenomena
{)f these "last days." The history of the call, leading, training,
,equipment, and usefulness of GEORGE :MULLER furnish a demand on
the world's observation which no ordinary mind dare ignore. That
between one and two millions sterling were placed in the hands of
.a solitary Christian man, by members of all denominations of believers.
in the Lord Jesus, to carry out the Master's work on the simple
principles he personally entertained would alone have been a fact
unparalleled in the whole course of our Dispensation. But when it
is added that Mr. MULLER received that vast sum in answer to
prayer to God, and without a eingle application having been made by
him to any fellow-creature, the instructive force of the fact is multiplied
seven-fold, and the hearts of God's humble petitioners everywhere are
encouraged to "direct their prayer unto Him, and to look up"
(Psalm v. 3). No doubt, this was one great purpose in the Divine
mind when raising up Mr. MULLER as a gift to the universal
Church.
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No one can thoughtfully peruse Dr. PIERSON'S pages without
being conscious that a presence pervades them which can only be
accounted for by the fact that the mighty sovereign grace of God
possessed the subject of the volume in a degree rarely experienced
among the Lord's people.
Not the least interesting and edifying
portion of the Memoir is that which records the manifold missionary
journeys and labours of this aged servant of Christ. In the eloquent.
words of the biographer :-" The closing scene of this beautiful and.
eventful life-history has an interest not altogether pathetic. Mr.
MULLER seemed like an elevated mountain, on whose summit the
evening sun shines in lingering splendour, and whose golden peak
rises far above the ordinary level and belongs to heaven more than
earth, in the clear, cloudless calm of God." His whole spiritual life
was more or less devoted to the ministry of the Gospel of the grace of
God, yet it was the good pleasure of the Master, of whom he delighted
to speak, to so order the way that he should, in this respect, bring
forth fruit more abundantly "in old age." The Memoir states:"His preaching period covered the whole time from 1826 to 1898,
the year of his departure, over seventy years; and from 1830, when
he went to Teignmouth, his preaching continued, without interruption,
except from ill health, until his life closed, with an average through
the whole period of probably three sermons a week, or o,er ten
thousand for his life-time. This is probably a low estimate, for
during his missionary tours, "hich covered over 200,000 miles and
were spread over seventeen years, he spoke on an average about·
once a day, notwithstanding his advanced age." Europe, Asia, America,
and Australia all shared in the privilege of hearing the Word of
Life from the lips of this devoted herald of salvation through faith
in Christ Jesus. Who can adequately gauge the eternal results of
a Christian life like that of Mr. MULLER'S 1 "Much," as Dr. PIERSON
observes, "of the best influence defies all hbulated statistics and evades
all mathematical estimates; it is like the fragrance of the alabaster
flask which fills all the house, but escapes our grosser senlSes of sight,
hearing, and touch. This part of GEORGE Mm,LER'S work we cannot
summarize: it belongs to a realm where we cannot penetrate. But
God sees, knows, and rewards it."
Fain would we linger over these records of this blessed man of'
God, whose fellowship in the cause of Christ "e enjoyed during many
years, especially in connection with the Clifton Conference; but we
must forbear, adding a fervent prayer that the wide perusal of his
" Life" may be' richly used by the Holy Spirit to extend and build
up the one redeemed Church of God unto the four winds of heaven,
and to bring a large increase of honour and glory to our adorable·
THE EDITOR.
Redeemer's name!
JUSTIFICATION and sanctification, though so different in their effects,
both spring from the same root of living union with Christ. Our'
justification before God, and our sanctification, rest On the same
ground, and are indissolubly joined.--Bowes.
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~O'rr.espO'nbtnt't.
SACERDOTALISM.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-I had intended the few remarks I ventured to make
in the April number to be an ending on the subject of Sacerdotalism, but it seems difficult while it is so rampant among us.
It seems to be the life of the religion of the day-the priestly
office exalted to heaven, while the Word of God can only be taught
by priests, or-might I not say 1-too often by blind guides. We have
been taught that a wayfaring man cannot err therein, when taught
by that Holy Spirit who indited that Word. He is the alone Interpreter, and He makes those wise unto salvation who are guided by
it. vYe are willing reverently to follow their guidance when we can
trace that their teaching is in accordance with truth. Sacerdotalism
is not God's truth, but a priestly delusion. Such teaching is a lie
of the father of lies. It is not of our God, who has taught His
people that Christ is the Way, and that He, and He alone, is the
only Way to the Father, and that by Him, and Him alone, can we
find acceptance by the Father. We want no priestly guide; the
Holy Spirit helpeth our infirmities, and leadeth into all truth.
Sacerdotalism is a fabled deity of the Pope of Rome and his emissaries; its teachers know not Jehovah, but dishonour Him; such
teachers disgrace the Church, being ignorant of God's righteousness;
they teach as doctrines the commandments of men, which is but
sounding brass and tinkling cymbal. The only standard to be
lifted up should be Jesus Christ and Him crucified; and the Apostle
may well add, "If we or an angel from heaven teach any other, let
him be accursed." The rampant lion goeth about seeking whom he
may devour. Let the watchword be, "Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you." Excuse these rambling thoughts, brought before our
mind this morning.
Faithfully,
Dawlish, 15th May, 1899.
V. P. H.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZIKE.
SIR,-I beg to warmly thank you for again inserting my monthly
letter. I sincerely hope that you will be sustained and blessed in
your season of affiiction, and that it may bear fruit in a large
blessing to your own soul and the Church of God whom you minister
to in the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. And may it also please
God to spare you for many years to come. We were very pleased to
see the" TOPLADY" Number of the Magazine, and for myself I felt it to
be a stimulus to further and more unceasing work in the service of the
King to read of the blessed and self-sacrificing labours of Mr. TOPLADY.
For all he was to the Church of Christ we give thanks to our God.
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May He grant a continued blessing to the Number. We shall be glad
and thankful to have any copies of the" TOPLADY" Number, or any
other publications of truth that friends may be able to spare. We
have a great many openings to circulate literature, and need a constant
supply. To the following letter a large supply of GOSPEL MAGAZINES
and like magazines was sent, and we have the testimony that our
Lord is blessing it to many:As I am now getting short of GOSPEL MAGAZINES, I shall be thankful it you will kindly forward some. I am happy to tell you there are
many tokens of blessing by this means of carrying His Word to the
people, and I beg your prayers, as this is one thing I feel is so needed
in these" do, do, doing" days, One old saint, now in glory, who could
never get from his bed, used to help me very much in this way. He was
rather despondent one day, when he remembered that in his days of
strength he did not do what he might have done, " And now," he said, "I
cannot do anything at all." "Yes you can," I said, "you can pray for
me as I go with these messages, you can ask God to bless them." And
I reminded him of Ezekiel's wheel: it was wheel within wheel; the little
wheel with the great wheel worked together, so we work together for
the furtherance of the Gospel" (1 Thess. v. 25).
I beg to inform Miss W ORNELL and a friend at Droitwich that
their parcels arrived safely, which I do with many thanks for their
kindness, but the parcels came after "l\riting my letter in this month's
Number. With Christian sympathy and many prayersSt. Mark's Road, Salisb-u1"'y, June 6th, 1899.
R. E. BRIDER.

GEORGE HERBERT.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
BELOVED BROTHER IN THE LORD,-In your May Number there is,
at page 332, in the article contributed by the Rev. J. E. WALKER, a
passage imputing to GEORGE HERBERT the sentiment that the tears
of the heart for sin have in themselves a cleansing efficacy. The
verses quoted by :Mr. WALKER are as follows:"Therefore My soul melts, and My heart's dear treasure
Drops blood (the only beads) My words to measure:
0, let this cup pass. if it be Thy pleasme !
Was ever grief like Mine P
"These drops being tempered with a sinner's tears,
A balsam are for both the hemispheres,
Curing all wounds but Mine; all, but My fears.
Was ever grief like Mine P"
HERBERT is here speaking of the application of the blood of Christ,
"the blood of sprinkling," to the burdened conscience, and the
efficacy of that blood (I) in producing true repentance, the broken
and contrite heart, and the visible fruits of that repentance in tears
of sorrow flowing at the sight of Him as pierced for us, as in the
woman's case (Luke vii. 38) ; and (2) in washing those very tears from
their defilement. The word "temper" means the blending of the
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two component parts into one balsam; and to the effect of its application in the cleansing of the tears by the blood, not the blood
by the tears. It could never have occurred to our poet to be so
understood. It is an instance of his marvellous power of condensing
into a single line, and often into a single word, a truth which he
thus sends home to the heart with double power. The blending
of the Great High Priest's incense with the incense of the saints,
the prayers of the saints, and thus giving them acceptance, is beaufully set forth Revelation viii. 3-5. We all deeply sympathize with
Mr. WALKER in his admiration for both TOPLADY and HERBERT, and
thank him for his paper.
Your loving brother,
28, Ventno1' Villas, Hove, BTighton,
G. D. JONES.
1lIfay 18th, 1899.

[We regret that our dear brother's letter was crowded out last
month, together with other matter.-ED.]

THE "TOPUDY" KU1IBER.
THE QUEEN GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTS A COpy.
OUR readers will be interested to hear that a copy of the "TOPLADY"
Number, specially printed and exquisitely got up by Messrs. W. H.
and L. COLLINGRIDGE, was recently forwarded to HER MAJESTY the
QUEEN, accompanied by a letter from the EDITOR, in the course of
which he referred to the erection of the Memorial Tablet erected
in Broad Hembury Church. By command of the QUEEN, Sir A. J.
BIGG, K.C.B., wrote to the EDITOR acknowledging the receipt of
the MAGAZlJ.'E, and com-eying HER lLvESl'Y'S gracious thanks for
it. It may be mentioned that the EDITOR, a year ago, had the
honour to lay before the QUEEN a statement of the proposal to·
erect the TOPLADY Memorial at Broad Heillbury, and was favoured
with a very kind reply, expressing regret that a rule of the Court
prevented HER MAJESTY'S subscribing to public memorials of any
kind.
A Presentation Copy of the "ToPLADY" Number was also sent
to the ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY, at Lambeth Palace, for which
his GRACE has conveyed his thanks to the EDITOR.
The "ToPLADY" issue has now reached a thiTd Edition. By the
blessing of the Holy Spirit, its wide circulation will be the means
of influential and lasting results.
Let us continue instant in
prayer that God may be thus glorified.
ALAS, how many will acknowledge the Lord as a God of providencewho yet know nothing of Him as a God of grace.
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Jassing <!£hmts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.

IT is impossible at present to say what will be the practical result
of the Peace Conference at the Hague, but there seems good reason
to hope that there may be some practical result, and that it may
eventually lead to a general consent of the European nations to
submit all questions of dispute to international arbitration, and to
abide by the decisions of that arbitration. This probably would not
put an end to European wars, but it would certainly check them.
Whether another result will be a general disarmament, which the
Czar of Russia seems so earnestly to desire, is a very doubtful point.
It is remarkable to notice the enormous extent of the military forces
which are represented at that Conference; on a peace footing they
amount to 3,500,000 trained men, while their war footing amounts
to the enormous figure of 17,750,000; and if the untrained forces
of British Volunteers and men on the Continent who pass straight
into the reserves be included, this enormous sum would be swollen
to about 23,000,000. Twenty-three millions of men trained and
armed-by civilized nations, and by nations who for the most part
profess Christianity-to attack each other furiously if some occasions
of quarrel should arise! The Pope seems to have been e:-;:tremely
aniious to have been represented ttt the Peace Conference by a
Papal official; but his desire was not acceded to, and consequently
his would-be representative has left the Hague in a state of great
,displeasure.
THE Dreyfus controversy in France, which has aroused such a large
amount of excitement and bitter feeling, seems to be drawing to
a close. It is a very strange thing that it should have attracted
so much attention, and that it should have had so widespread an
effect as it has had, dividing the French people into fiercely
antagonistic parties, and almost producing a revolution.
Five
years ago DREYFUS was an obscure officer in the French Army.
Being accused of being a traitor to his country, and of having
supplied a foreign Power with important secret information, he
was tried and condemned upon flimsy evidence, s~ch as no British
court-martial would have ever condemned him upon, and he was then
sentenced to be expelled from the French army, and sent into penal servitude. He strongly protested that he was innocent, and many persons
believed in his protestations, and demanded that he should have
a new trial; but there was strong prejudice against him because
he is a Jew, and' it wa!' supposed that the honour of the French
army was involved in his case, and that that honour must be
maintained at all costs. Time, however, threw new light upon his
. case, his friends never relaxed their efforts, some of the documents
upon which he was convicted were proved to be forgeries, and at
last the case was reconsidered in the highest Parisian Court of
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Justice, and the verdict of the court-martial was set aside. The
prisoner has in consequence been brought home from exile, restored
{temporarily at least) to his rank in the French army, and he will
The whole case is a singular one, and it
probably be tried again.
strikingly shows how unstable is the condition of the French people,
and how little they are really influenced by the principles of genuine
righteousness, truth, and honour.
PAS'J'EUR CH. MERL]1).D'AUBIGNE, of the Societe Centrale, Paris,
gives a vivid description of the condition of France, and his description
is a very sad one. He stated recently that there are no fewer than
500,000 drink shops in the country, and that the old idea that the
French are a sober people must be abandoned. Immorality is making
terrible ravages, the number of illegitimate births and of degrading
crimes being steadily increasing. A lamentable sign of the times is
that the criminality of young people cruder the age of twenty is
twice as great as that of their elders. As to religion, France, he
said, was formerly the right hand of the Pope, but now, as in all
parts of the. Continent, the Romish priesthood are losing ground
there. The number of Protestants, PASTEUR D'AUBIGNE stated, is
extremely small compared wIth the total population, but in every
struggle on behalf of the moral welfare of the people, Protestants
are in the forefront, occupying as they do much more important
positions than was formerly the case. In the defence of the Sabbath,
in the temperance crusade, in the effort to suppress the half-million
weekly copies of Parisian immoral literature, the Protestants are most
zealous. Last year France sent out forty foreign missionaries, and
raised from a mere handful of givers £40,000 for missionary work.
These facts, the speaker thought, must needs encourage English
sympathy.
A BILL has been introduced into Parliament by several Roman
Catholic members under the title, "The Roman Catholic Disabilities
Removal Bill, 1899," which aims at the repeal of certain" safeguards"
inserted into the law of the land to protect the rights and liberties of
British citizens.
In brief, permission is sought :-1. For Jesuits,
monks, and other religious orders to reside, and also acquire real
and personal property, in the United Kingdom. 2. To evade the
registration of their places of worship with the Registrar-General,
necessary for churches of other denominations. 3. To hold religious
services and meetings with locked doors! 4. To wear Roman Catholic
vestments (the livery of a foreign Power) publicly, and hold public processions in the streets. 5. For Roman Catholics to hold Masterships in
Colleges and Schools of Royal Foundation, and in the Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge.
6. To abolish the penalties attaching to all
Jesuits entering the kingdom.
7. To abolish the penalty and
imprisonment inflicted on those who admit persons to the Jesuit or
any other religious order. 8. For Roman Catholic ecclesiastics to
adopt and use territorial titles for their hierarchy. Surely this
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obnoxious bill will not be allowed to pass into law ~ Is it possible
that our legislators can so far forget the lessons of the past as to
allow it to do so 1 Are they not aware that the Jesuits have been,
from time to time, banished out of every Roman Catholic country in
Europe on the ground of their crimes and immoral doctrines, and
because their presence was considered inconsistent with the welfare of
the State 1 Here, in the United Kingdom, they have been the fomentors
of dissensions amongst Roman Catholics and of rebellions against the
State. Opposition to the Jesuit Order is not founded upon reiigious
intolerance.
The bitterest enemies of the Order have been, not
Protestants, but Roman Catholics, who, in opposing it, never supposed
that they were at the same time opposing their own religion. Even
CARDINAL MANNING was opposed to them, and Mr. PURCELL, his
biographer, tells us that his "mistrust" of them had become " almost
a second nature." The Imperial Protestant Federation, whose office is
at 3, Palmer Street, Queen Anne's Gate, S. rV., has issued a strong
protest against this bill, and copies of it ought to be circulated widely.
THE BISHOP of SODOR and MAN has recently delivered a faithful
charge to his clergy and laity respecting the present crisis in the
Established Chmch.
He re-iterates the chief points which are
affected by it, and he concludes thus :-" I earnestly hope that this
frank statement on my part of the dangers of the situation with
which "e are confronted may be carefully considered by you. It
may, or may not, be in accordance with the views which you have
already formed on the subject, but it is offered to you by me in a
deep sense of the danger of tampering with those fundamental
principles which lie at the root of that national recognition of
Almighty God, which is one of the most cherished results of the
present ~union between Church and State.
So surely as, for any
reason-for the securing of a temporary lull in the ecclesiastical
strife-or for the establishment of what, to some, may appear ideal
tribunals-you allow yourselves to strike at the supremacy of the
English Crown, in all causes, ecclesiastical as well as civil, you will
do more to bring about the overthrow of the Established Chmch
than all that her enemies have ever yet been able to effect; but if
only the three old legitimate schools of thought, taking their stand
yet once again on the principles of the R.eformation, and, asserting
their determination to uphold the law, and not merely selections of
it, would sink their minor differences, I believe that the danger
which threatens us would pass away." Would that all the Bishops
of the Established Chmch were likeminded, then there would be some
hope that the danger would pass away; but whilst several of them
seem to be unconscious of that danger, and others seem to be doing
all that they can to foster it, there seems to be little probability
that that hope will be realized.
A VERY useful worker amongst- the Jews has passed away,
JOSEPH RABINOWl'I'Z, a well-known Hebrew evangelist and teacher.
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His history is a remarkable one. Originally he was a lawyer in
Kischineff, and being a scholar and philanthropist, he had in early life
a commanding influence among his Hebrew brethren; he loved his
nation, and was loved in return. About twenty-five years ago, when
the Jews were suffering much persecution in Russia, he was selected
to visit Palestine for the purpose of promoting a colonization scheme.
He provided himself with guide-books for the journey, and although
he had no leanings towards Christianity, he yielded to the advice of
someone to take aNew Testament with him, as furnishing an admirable directory to the sacred places of Jerusalem and its vicinity.
.A1'rived in the land of his fathers, Mr. RABINOWITZ was soon involved
in serious reflections. Sitting on the brow of the Mount of Olives,
he thought of the city at his feet. Why its long desolation 1 why the
scattering of its people to the ends of the earth 1 why the recrudescence of persecution in various lands in which Israel had found
refuge 1 While distressed by theEe questions, he looked in the
direction of the reputed site of the hill of Calvary, and in a flash
the answers were impressed upon his heart and mind: "'''le have
rejected the Messiah j hence our long ca"lting off and dispersion by
Jehovah." With the eye of faith he looked upon the Crucified. He
cried, "My Lord and my God!" and from being a Hebrew of the
Hebrews, he became an Israelite of the New Covenant, a disciple of
Jesus of Nazareth. Taking the New Testament from his pocket, he
found it a guide-book in a sense of which he had not dreamed. He
read the first passage that met his eye, "I am the Vine, ye are the
branches . . . . without Me ye can do nothing." In his own words,
he said, "I saw it in the twinkling of an eye. Our Jewish bankers,
with their millions of gold, can do nothing for us; our scholars and
statesmen, 'with all their wisdom, can do nothing for us j our coloniza
tion societies, with all their influence and capital, can do nothing for
us; our only hope is in our Brother Jesus, "Whom we crucified, and
whom God raised up and set at His o"Wn right hand. 'Without Him
we can do nothing.''' Returning to Russia, Mr. RABINOWITZ boldly
announced, far and wide, his acceptance of Jesus Christ as his Saviour
and Lord. In the synagogue and through the press he spoke with
plainness and vigour. Persecution and obloquy were meted out to him
in return, but he waxed bolder and stronger, and attracted the attention of many who were seeking the good of Israel. And not only
have his spoken discourses been greatly blessed, but his printed pages
have gone far and wide, and been the means of implanting Gospel
truth in many Jewish hearts.
THE Romanists will reJOIce at the death of one of their determined
opponents, Miss CUSACK, generally called" The Nun of Kenmare."
She was a daughter of the late Dr. CUSACK, of Dublin, and she has
just died at the age of seventy years. She was brought up as a
Roman Catholic, and she entered a convent, and became an abbess j
but she was so disgusted with what she saw and experienced of
convent life that she abandoned it, and became a Protestant, and
2 N
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then very earnestly laboured and lectured to expose the follies and
vices of the conventual and Romish systems. She was happy in
that she was able to escape from their thraldom. How many poor
wretched nuns have had a similar sad experience and awakening,
but have been utterly unable to set themselves free! Yes, how many
of them may at this very moment be pining in convent cells and
dungeons, not only abroad, but in this our land of liberty, without
the remotest hope of ever being set free.
AN additional confirmation of the evils which have been repeatedly
mentioned as resulting from the opium trade in China has been
supplied by the Rev. ARNOLD FOSTER, of the London Mission at
Hankow, addressed in a letter to the Rec01·d. He writes :-" Allow me
in your columns to relate an incident which I think cannot fail to
interest those of your readers who are watching the course of history
in China at the present time, and who are asking, 'What are the
causes of China's decay l' I arrived at Hong Kong on February 17th,
on my return to China. On that day, or a day or two previously, a
competitive examination had been held under Government auspices
for a Government clerkship of the value of forty dollars per month.
The candidates were to be English-speaking Chinamen, and as a part
of their examination they had to "lITite an English essay on a subject
chosen by the Government Examiner. The theme he selected was
, The Effects of Opium Smoking.' It will not be supposed that the
candidates thought that they were expected to denounce a habit
from which the Colonia~ Government derives a considerable revenue,
yet everyone of these young men spoke in terms of un measured
disapproval of the habit and all its effects upon the smoker. By the
kindness of a friend I was permitted to make extracts from each of
these essays-five in all-and out of the five young men whose essays
I have quoted, three attribute the ruin of China directly to the spread
of opium smoking, and the language of the other two is scarcely
less strong. Of course I do not quote these young men as if they
spoke with any special authority. The value of their testimony
consists in the fact that, when asked to express an opinion, they
promptly, naturally, and spontaneously utter the opinion which they
always hear expressed and never disputed in the society in which
they have moved-an opinion universally held amongst respectable
and non-respectable people in the Chinese i!;mpire."
IT is stated that
to the condition of
and that he has in
We shall be truly

the Czar of Russia is giving very serious attention
the Imperial prisons, and to the exiles in Siberia,
view the total abolition of banishment to Siberia.
glad to hear a confirmation of this statement.

THE discontinuance of the Sunday issu~ of the Daily Telegraph and
the Daily Mail was a very satisfactory circumstance, showing that a
large proportion of our people highly value a Day of Rest, and that
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they do not wish it to be infringed upon. The discontinuance was
said to be a "concession to public opinion," but it was probably more
than that-it was a question of profit and loss, and the verdict of
the general public made the experiment a loss. We do not rejoice
that the proprietors of those ably-conducted newspapers should suffer
that loss; but we do rejoice that, as the experiment was tried, it
proved to be a failure and not a success. The whole question of
Sabbath observance is one of vast importance to our country. The
Christian speaks of "the tyranny of Sabbath labour," and it says that
that tyranny is evidenced in "the condition of the performers at
Sunday concerts, whieh are controlled by men of great influence in
musical circles. vYere a performer to refuse work on a Sunday, he
could hardly expect preferment at another time.
The ninety
performers at Queen's Hall are all paid, and out of the 350
performers at the National Sunday League concerts at the Alhambra
Theatre, seventy are professionals. It is affirmed that the audiences
at Sunday concerts are practically the same as attend on other days,
and that the cheapness of these concerts has led to a diminished
attendance on week-days.
As to museums, picture galleries, and
public libraries throughout the country, the attendance has been so
small that about one-third of them, after giving Sunday opening a
fair trial, have closed again on that day. The great fact is, that
Sunday labour of all kinds means the oppression of a large number
of persons, and in their interest it should be resisted. If Sabbath
rest is the heritage and right of the working classes, it should also
be the interest and care of the ruling and influential classes of our
land. Any disregard of this may well cause apprehension; hence
our deep regret that members of the Royal Family should occasionally
do on the Lord's Day things which might with greater propriety be
done at other times.
For instance, on Sunday week the Prince of
Wales and several members of his household nsited the Zoological
Gardens, and spent an hour going round the grounds watching the
animals. What this meant in the way of preparation and attendance
we are not told; but it assur0dly in,olved service having the character
Persons of much leisure should take
of labour rather than rest.
pleasure in jealously conserving the rights and interests of those
D. A. D.
who have but little leisure."
THERE are peculiar circumstances in the believer's experience when
Christ becomes especially precions to the soul. For example: In the
deeper ploughings of the heart's hidden sinfulness, when the Holy
Ghost reveals more of the innate corruption of our nature, and
gives a more spiritual perception of sin's exceeding sinfulness. Oh,
how precious does the finished work of Christ then become-how
precious the blood that cleanseth from all sin! If God is leading
you through this stage of experience, beloved, be not alarmed. He
will have us love His Son with a love like His own, a love of
Divine, supreme, ineffable affection, and this can only be felt in the
region of our own nothingness.-Dr. O. Winslow.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF 'l'HE SOCIETY.
THE Annual Sermon for the Society, at St. Mary Aldermary, Queen
Victoria Street, on the evening of May 25th, had been eagerly anticipated by many friends, a number of whom had been attached members
of the Rev. J. ORMISTON'S congregation at St. David's, Holloway. The
majority of the members of the Society's Committee were present, and
from all parts of the Metropolis the friend~ of the Institution gathered.
Wren's beautiful church was crowded when the Rector, the Rev.
Prebendary LEWIS BORRETT WHITE conducted the first part of the
service, which was throughout of a hearty character. The sermon will
be found in another part of the Magazine. At the close of the service
a collection amounting to £22 was taken, the preacher's message
proving helpful and refreshing to not a few. A kind friend, "C. S.,
Reigate," sent £10 as a donation to the Institution, and the Committee
would take this opportunity of expressing their hearty thanks to
their unknown helper who placed this sum in the preacher's hands.
They would also cordially acknowledge the many and valued services
rendered to the Society by the Rev. J. ORYISTON; may it long continue to be favoured with such supporters.
On June 8th, the Sixty-fourth Anniversary of the Camberwell Asylum
was held. After an excellent 'sermon in the Asylum Chapel, by the
Rev. H. E. GREENWOOD, of Halifax, tea "as provided in the Marquee,
followed by a Public Meeting, presided over by THOMAS GREEN, Esq.,
of Lewisham. Addresses were given by the Revs. J. B. BARRACLOUGH,
M.A., vicar of St. Thomas's, Westminster Bridge Road; J. BUSH, of
Surbiton; J. W. EWING, of Peckham; O. S. DOLBEY, of the Surrey
Tabernacle; and other friends. This" quiet resting-place," for fortyone of the pensioners of this Society is well worthy of a visit; many
hallowed memories are associated with it, and the Christian experience
of some under its roof would be found refreshing by those who might
visit the aged ones.
Go and ransack thy heart, Christian, from one end to the other;
find out thy wants, acquaint thyself with all thy weaknesses, and
set them before the Almighty, as the widow her empty vessel before
the prophet; hadst thou more than thou canst bring, thou mayest
have them all filled. God hath strength enough to give, but He
hath no strength to deny; here the Almighty Himself (with
reverence be it spoken) is weak-even a child, the weakest in grace
in His family, that can but say, Father, is able to overcome Him;
and therefore let not the weakness of thy faith discourage thee. No
greater motive to the bowels of mercy to stir up Almighty power
to relieve thee, than thy weakness, when pleaded in the sense of it.
The pale .face and thin cheeks (I hope) move more with us than
the canting language of a stout, sturdy beggar. Thus, that soul
that comes laden in the sense of his weak faith, love, patience, the
very weakness of them carries an argument along with them for
succour.~Gurnall.
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The Sutfering Surety-" Heard in that He feared."

-h

An Exposition
and a 'l'estimony. By WILLIAM 'VILE~fAN.
Price One Penny.
London: W. Wileman, 27, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street, KC. 1899.
THIS booklet breathes a chastened spirit on the part of its author,
and will commend itself to the hearts of all who delight to trace
the footsteps of the flock of slaughter, and who know by sweet
experience the blessedness of feeding in the green pastures of the
Word of God, when the Good Shepherd is pleased to direct their
feet thitherward. Conformity to the moral likeness of Him who
learned obedience by the things which He suffered, is the practical
aim of Mr. WILEMAN'S touching and truly edifying pages. He brings
into focus the teaching found in Hebrews v. 7-9, and Psalm xxii. 24,
with the happiest spiritual results. Interwoyen with the exposition
of these Scriptures is a narrative of the writer's own deep experience,
which serves to give concrete form to all he advances. We quote a.
passage in illustration of his treatment of his important subject.
He writes:One day, I was dwelling upon Hebrews v. 7,8: "Who in the days of His
flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying
and tears, unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was heard in
that He feared; though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the
things which He suffered." My mind fastened upon the expression- H was
heard in that He feared;" and wanted to know how He could have been
heard, and yet have really passed through death. I remember being puzzled
by this expression as a child, and often since; but now I was in gracious
exercise as to its mea-ning with regard to Himself, and as to its application
with regard to myself, And as it was opened up to me, I desire to spread it
before my friends, in a brief and simple manner, as enabled so to do.
lt was on Saturday evening, October 8th, 1898, that I retired for the purpose
of beseeching the Holy Spirit to unveil the truth, reveal it to my understanding, and apply it to my heart.
I therefore read Hebrews v. 7-9; Matthew xxvi.; and Psalm xxii. If I
may so speak, I read them in. unison.
lt is not possible for the ca.rnal mind to understand any of the things of
God. They are all Divine, and must be revealed and applied by the same
hand that wrote them in the Word. Dear children of God know many truths
for years after a doctrinal manner; but they know the difference between this
kind of knowledge and a gracious illumination of the spiritual understanding
(Colossians i. 9). To be led into any vital truth in this manner is like
exploring a new cOlmtry, and tracinO' a little of what is' unsearchable
(Ephesians iii. 8). Oh what breadths, ~nd lengths, and depths, and heights,
there are in gracious truths!
There are two things that the spiritual mind loves to remember with regard
to the sufferings of Christ. First, as the Surety of His Church, He had from
eternity engaged to take her place, and to die in her stead. To really die,
He must become the Son of man, and take human flesh. But sinless human
nature is not subject to mortality. In this stnse, the whole redemption hangs
upon it; but our whole redemption equally hangs upon the blessed truth
that He did not so sink in death as being under its power. Though He was
bound as a willing victim (Psalm clCviii. 27) by the pains of death, yet they
were travail-pains; and "it was not possible that He should be holden of it"
(Acts ii. 24). It was with a loud voice that He cried, ''It is finished I" And
He had power to commit His spirit into His Father's hand.
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Two or three Scriptures will make this abundantly clear. "0 My Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as
Thou wilt" (Matthew xxvi. 39). "Therefore doth My Father love Me,
because I lay down My life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it
from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I
have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My
Father" (John x. 17, 18).
In these records, and others, there is the filial acknowledgment of His
Father's holy will, and of His submission to it. Herein shines His filial fear,
His piety, according to the marginal reading of Hebrews v. 7: "He was heard
for His piety." He obeyed His Father in >tll He did and suff"red. And
because He obeyed, because of His filial reverence and submission, His Father
heard Him after the hiding of His face, and restored the suspendecl commlmion.
This is most plain from the twenty-second Psalm (verses 21 and 24): "Thou
hast heard Me from the horns of the unicorns." "For He hath not despised
nor abhorred the afRiction of the afflicted; NE1rHER HATH HE HID HIS FAOE FROM
HIM; BUT WHEN HE ORIED UNTO HIM, HIJ: HEARD." And thus, with this restored
communion, and with this seal of His Father's acceptance of His completed
work, He could say, "It is finished!" and bow His head to death.
It is therefore impossible for the thought to matme in a godly mind that the
blessed Lord so sank in death as to be helplessly overcome of it. He was
death's Almighty Conque:ror; and death could have no dominion over Hin:.
He thus "spoiled," that is, disarmed, death and all the enemies of HIS
beloved people, and triumphed over them in Himself.
And it is precisely on this ground that believers will pass through death
without being overcome of it. All that was penal, all that belonged to wrath
and the cnrse, was endured by the Surety. Nor is there anything pena~ III
their tribulations and afflictions. They ha'fe their midnight sorrows, suspenslOns
of communion with God their Father. cries and tears. and hard wrestlings.
They endure the taunts of men and the" temptations of ';atan. But everythi~g
that comes against them is already conquered. "If need be, they are III
h&winess through manifold trials; " but only for the season appointed by theIr
Father. This is called "a season" (1 Peter i. 6); "a while" (v. 10); "a
night" (Psalm xxx. 5); "a moment" (2 Corinthians iv. 17); "a small
moment" (Isaiah liv. 7). How long these" seasons" are while they endure!
and how short they appear when they have passed away!
And as the Lord was" heard because He feared;" so also is it with the
chastened spirit of the child. ·When a gracious and tender submi~sion is
wrought in the heart, the sting and bitterness is taken out from the trIal: and
the cup passes away in the drinking of it. And there is nothing but atonement that can soften the spirit, and make the will of God acceptable and sweet.
·When Israel came to Marah, the waters were too bitter to drink; but the
Lord showed Moses a tree, which, when cast into the waters, made them
sweet. We cannot see anything until it is shown to us. And oh, how the
sufferings of Christ, when viewed by faith, with contrition and godly brokenness in exercise, sweeten all the bitter streaIllS of human sorrow! It IS only
then that we are able to sing:-

1

"Boast not, ye sons of earth,
' "How harsh soe'er the way,
~or lOoK. witb scornful eyes:
Dea-r Saviour, still lead on ;
Above your highest mirth
Nor leave us till we say,
Our saddest hours we prize:
'Father, Thy will be done:'
For thou.gh our cup seems filled with
Finish, dea.r Lord, what is begun;
gall,
Choose Thou the way, but still lead
There's something secret sweetens all.
on."
This is the design and the result of all Fatherly chastisement; and when
this peaceable fruit is brought forth, the rod is withdrawn. It is thus that
chastened saints, following in the footprints of their suffering Surety, are
"heard beca.use they fear~"
.
And then begins the song of redemption: "My praise shall be of Thee in
the great congregation" (verse 25); to be learned here below, and sung above
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by all the redeemed. Oh, how surely, and how sweetly will they sing tbis
everlasting song, who have fellowship here with Him in His sufferings !

This booklet deserves a wide circulation among the tried family of
faith, and we trust our readers will share in the privilege of
scattering the good seed it so richly contains.

\.

England's Fight for Freedom: being et Lay of the Cromwellian Em.
With Sequel on the Establishment of the Constitution under William
Ill. By EDWARD HARPER. Pp. 63. Sixpence, post free, direct from
the AUTHOR, 4, Washington Villas, Bangor, near Belfast.
THE talented pen of the Author, whose other writings have been
favourably noticed in these columns, has, in the volume before us,
produced a spirited, scholarly, and entertaining presentment of two
of those epoch-making crises in British history with which "Young
England" of to-day should be made intelligently familiar.
If our
nation is to maintain the great principles of ch'il and religious
liberty with which the honoured names of CRO:llWELL and 'YILLIAM
PRINCE OF ORAKGE are immortally associated, the rising generation
must be indoctrinated with a love of them for their inherent worth's
sake, and we do not know of a more effective method of promoting
this desirable object than that adopted by our Author in his clever
historical Lay. An admirable epitome of the events which led to
the rise of the Commonwealth and its administration by OLIVER
CROMWELL, followed by a lucid sketch of the "glorious Revolution"
of 1688, is prefixed to the poem. The literary merits of the composition, as a whole, are conspicuous, and occasional outbursts of true
poetic genius serve to fire the reader's soul, and stimulate its
inbred patriotism. Such theme as" The Puritan Struggle," "Kingcraft and Priestcraft," "Battle Scenes," and "The T\l'o DeJi,erers,"
have afforded suitable opportLmities for a free display of ~Ir. HARPER'S
poetic powers, of which he has successfully availed himself.
Am'oss India, at the Dawn of the 20th Cent1L1'Y. By Lucy E. GUINKESS.
London: The Religious Tract Society. Pp. 260.
AN extremely interesting and attractive account of missionary work in
India, from the stand-point of a visitor, who evidently has eyes to see,
and a mind which can adequately comprehend, the needs and difficulties, the peculiarities, and the happy results of that work. The
volume is exceedingly well printed, and is profusely illustrated with
a great variety of illustrations; it has also some good maps, and
some very striking diagrams. It contains a large amount of valuable
information, and it ought to arouse much additional interest in the
cause of missions.
Echoes from the Old Evangel. By the Rev. F. HARPER, M.A., Rector
of Hinton-Waldrist, Faringdon. London: John F. Shaw and Co.
MR. HARPER has already published some volumes of excellent sermons,
under the title of "Echoes from a Village Church," &c., and this is a
valuable addition to the series. They are short, pithy, and enlivened
with striking illustrations.
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By the late Rev. WILLIAM HARRISON, ~I.A.
London: Methuen and Co.
THE amiable author of these sermons was called to pass through very
deep waters and fiery trial ere he was summoned home, and he probably
experienced for himself much which he expresses in these sermons.
For example, he says, "Religious emotion and intellectual knowledge
are by themselves a poor provision for the needs of the soul in the
struggle of life. There comes a time when, in the heat and burden of
suffering, or trouble, or temptation, mere emotion or mere knowledge
vanish away in the fierce fire of trial, and we are left weak, defenceless,
and unprotected. It is only in the knowledge and discipleship of
Christ that we find that strength, and peace, and grace, and hope, which
we need in order to bring us safe through trouble and trial, to the
goal of life's journey."
.
Olovelly Se'l'mon<.

The Gospel in Baptism. By the Rev. F. AUGUSTUS JONES. London:
Thos. H. Hopkins. Pp. 128.
THE aim of this book is not controversial, but devotional. It is an
endeavour to show the great truths which are represented by, or
connected with, the ordinance of Baptism, such as repentance, faith,
obedience, the new birth and resurrection, putting on Christ, and
following Him, the unity of believers, &c. It is well worthy of an
attentive and thoughtful perusal.

C. H. SPU1'geon'S Autobiography, compiled from his Diary, Letters, and
Records. By his Wife and his Private Secretary. Vol. Ill. Price
10s. 6d. London: Passmore and Alabaster. Pp. 376.
WE hope to notice this third instalment of a most interesting and
valuable memoir fully next month.
WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED :--Memoirs of the Lifl', Times, and
Writings of Thomas Boston, The Way of the Kingdom, The Rent Vcil,
Lawlessness in the ChU1'ch of England, Rebel~ah, In our Tongues, FoUl'
Hundred Tongues, The Fireside, Home Words, Hand and He'l1't, The
Day of Days, Ch~lTch and People, The Swo1·d and TrO?cel, TlIe j}Ietropolitan Pulpit, Amateu1' Gardening, &c.

" HIMSELF."
HE has given Himself for us. Oh, I do like to think of this! All
that I can imagine Christ to be must fall far short of Himself. It is
Himself that we love, and I would sooner have Christ than have
heaven. It is Himself that we love, and I would sooner have Christ
than His crown. It is Himself that we love, and I would sooner have
Christ than all the golden streets. It is Himself that we love, and
it is Himself that belongs to us; not merely the sight of His eyes,
but His eyes themselves. Not only the love of His heart, but His
heart itself. Himself-His Godhead and His Manhood, the complex
Person of the Christ of God, is given unto His Church.- C. H.
Spu1·geon.

