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Wbo comforteth us in all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd:'-2 COR. i. 4.

THE UNDIVIDED FAMILY.

"Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named."EPHESIAl\S iii. 15.
IN condescension to the manifold infirmities of His people, the
GOD of salvation has been pleased to constitute His redeemed
Church on the model and principle of a family. He has, therefore,
graciously revealed Himself in His Word as a Father.
The
REDEEMER is proclaimed as a Ki'lsrnan. The HOLY GHOST is represented as the ~pi?'it of Adoption-or S07l$hip. The heirs of salvation
are in very truth Ohildren-Chzldren of God-Sons ancl Daughters
of the Lord Almighty. They are brethren, and, in their unity, they
constitute "the whole family in heaven and earth."
This holy,
spiritual brvtherhood includes the" FIRSTBORN among many brethren,"
together with the merest" new-born babes." As it is written, "For
both He that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified, are all of
One [Father]: for which cause He is not ashamed to call them
brethnn; saying, I will declare Thy name unto llfy brethren."
This wondrous truth was one on which the LORD JESUS, in the
days of His flesh, used to delight to dwell. Thus, on one occasion
it is recorded of Him that He looked on His disciples who "sat
about Him" while He taught, and said, "Behold My mother and
My brethren! For whosoever shall do the will of GOD, the same
·is My brother, and sister, and mother." Very blessedly, too, did
the risen SAVIOUR set forth this divine relationship between Himself and His redeemed people when He addressed MARY MAGDALENE, near the empty sepulchre: "Go to My b'rethren, and say unto
them, I ascend unto My FATHER, and YOU1' FATHER j and to My GOD,
and yOU?' GOD." "''\That a message of love and grace was that to
be carried by one" out of whom" JESUS had cast seven demons!
And how welcome such glad tidings must have been to poor fallen
PETER and the little company of sorrowing disciples besides! No
other truth could more effectually have ministered comfort to those
disconsolate hearts than this, which told of unbroken union between
the risen REDEE}IER and His beloved redeemed ones. Having loved
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them unto death, even the death of the cross, He would no\\'
reassure them, and certify them that His love was Hstrong as
death," and that the deep waters of judgment into which, for their
sake, He had been cast, had not quenched His eternal affection.
The water-floods, which had lifted up their proud waves against the
divine Man of Sorrows, had utterly failed to "dro\\'n" His devotion
. to His brethren, those whom the FATHER had entrusted to His
mediatorial care, and for whom-as their covenanting Surety-He
had made Himself responsible. He, therefore, would have the good
news proclaimed without delay.MARY MAGDALENE might not linger
at the feet of her LORD, but must hasten to share her exceeding
, joy with His brethren. And ever since that blissful moment the
hearts of downcast saints have been cheered and strengthened by
the same message of victory over sin, the curse, hell, and the
grave: "Now is CHRIST risen from the dead, and become the firstf1"Uits of them that slept." He went down into the lower parts of
the earth, clothed with the imputed transgressions and sins of the
chosen family of GOD, but He rose again without the semblance of
sin upon Him; for by His meritorious snfferings and death He
"made an end of sin,' and removed it from Himself, and therefore
from His people, "as far as the east is from the west." Thus He
secured peace, everlasting peace, for the FATHER'S family, and placed
the once prodigal Church in possession of inalienable mansions in
the FATHER'S house.
The whole election of grace are thus interested in the family aspect
of the" great salvation," wrought out by the LORD JESI;S and applied
by the HOLY SPIRIT. No such thing as separate, or independent,
interests exist among the FATHER'S children. Kor are there any
.H favourites" in their happy number.. They are all 10,00 equallyloved in CHRIST by their FATHER with all His heart, and soul, and
strength, and mind. " Yea"-which is the Old Testament form of an
oath-HI will rejoice over them todo them good, and I will plant them
jri this IfLnd assuredly with My whole heart and with My whole soul"
{J er. xxxii. 41). If J EHOVAH could speak, and He did, of the Hebrew
nation, as" the dearly beloved of My soul" (J er. xii. 7), how much
more of the members of the mystical Body of CHRIST-the Bride of the
LAMB-the" glorious Church, ,not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing" 1 Oh, what ineffable love is this!
"ABBA's purpose gave us being,
When, in CHRIST, in that vast plan,
ABBA chose the Church in JESUS
Long before the world began;
Oh, what love the FATHER bore us!
Oh, how precious in His sight,
When He gave the Church tD JESUS,
JESUS, His whole soul's delight! "
See here" the precious treasure l' (Mal. iii. 17, margin) of the MOST
HIGH! None is comparable llnto ·it. ,The persons of the redeemed
.who, in CHRIST, comprise this Htrellogure," were s~cured unto GOD at
the cost of the "precious blood" of His co-equal and co-eternal SON!
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'Who, then, can tell, or even conceive, how dear they must be to His
heart! Is it wonderful that to these dearly loved ones He should have
spoken " exceeding great and precious promises "1 No good thing will
He withhold from them, in CHRIsT-for He has already" blessed them
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in CHRIST." Truly, they
"shall be blessed!" As joint-heirs with His SON (who is " Heir of all
things") they share the family inheritance. All things are theirs, for
they are CHRIST'S, and CHRIST is GOD'S. " Eye hath not seen, or ear
.'
heard, neither have entered the heart of man the things which GOD
has prepared for them that love Him." A blood-bought salvation,
for time and for eternity is freely bestowed on them. "All things
work together" for their good. Where sin abounded grace, in their
case, is made much more to abound. A new nature is theirs, the
work of the HOLY SPIRIT, so that they delight in the will of their
heavenly FATHER concerning them, and acquiesce in His all-wise
counsels. Although plagued by a corrupt and incurably sinful second
nature, they yet come off "more than conquerors" through Him that
loved them. "The world is not worthy" of this favoured people,
though the world despises, persecutes, and hates them. They are not
an earthly seed, for they are begotten from above, their affections are
set on things above, and their citizenship is in heaven. By their
regeneration they were linked to the living family "in heaven and
earth "-they thereby entered "the kingdom of heaven." The
family secret was thus revealed to their souls, and now they are
privileged to "follow on to know the LORD," and to grow in an
experimental acquaintance with the thoughts of their FATHER'S heart.
To the believer it is granted to learn from the LORD JESUS
·CHRIST, the" Brother born for adversity," how to carry the family
.cross. For as every earthly family has its own cross-one peculiar to
itself, which no other family can appreciate or relieve-so the LORD'S
family is not without a cross, which those who are not members of
the" household of faith" cannot lmderstand or compassionate. True,
it belongs only to that portion of the children of GOD who are yet
pilgrims below.
They that have entered into the home-joys of the
FA'I'BER'S house have exchanged the cross fur the crown, the sword
101' the palm, the staff for the harp, their songs in the night for
:songs of deliverance. But their brethren who are yet" in the body"
have appointed unto the in a great "fight of afflictions." The presence
{)f indwelling sin is a daily crOS8, and withal a hateful cross. Professors may talk of kissing the cross, but here is a cross which daily
.becomes more abhorrent, and oft calls forth the bitter complaint,
. " , " 0 wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of
this death 1" The humbling lessons inculcated by the forces of in·
dwelling sin are among the hardest which fall to the beloved people of
GOD to be learnt. But they must be learnt.
"All thy children
.shall be taught of the LORD; and great shall be the peace of
thy children."
This fierce inward conflict often quickens in them
.an intense longing for the hour when the WICKED ONE shall
-cease from troubling, and the weary shall be at rest m the
.bosom of the FATHER.
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These, then, are among the mingled souows and joys of
JEHOVAH'S sons 'and daughters on earth. You know them well,
beloved fellow-believer in CHRIST. They are certain marks of Divine
life in the soul. They constitute royal evidence of the heavenly
birth. They have been common to the saints in all ages. They
are indeed "the footsteps of the flock."
Your FATHER knows! His
promised grace is always at hand, and the cry of faith ever moves
His powerful hand in your behalf. " There hath no temptation taken
you but such as is common to man; but GOD is faithful, who will not
sufler you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."
The HOLY SPIRIT, who indwells the heart of the humble and
contrite, is more than equal to all the assaults of SATAN and
the law of sin in the members of GOD'S children. On Him let
us, then, depend.
Oh, let us not forget that our bodies are
the temple of the HOLY GHOST, who is in us, whom we have of
GOD.
We are not our own-body and spirit-but wholly His
and for Him. We have been by grace made a Divine Family,
and the family-likeness-" holiness to the LORD"- befits us welL
"Holiness becometh Thine house, 0 LORD, for ever." How blessed is,
the thought that the day is at hand when the Church on earth"
with the Church in heaven, shall put on her spotless resurrection
garments, and that no possibility will exist, throughout eternity, of
their being defiled by sin! How powerfully sanctifying is this hope!
How forcibly does it elevate our hearts, and, as it were, give us wings.
to soar on high into our FATHER'S holy, happy presence! Whether in
the body or out of the body we cannot tell, but we behold the inner
glories of the celestial temple, and hear things too sacred to be put.
into human words. And"If such the sweetness of the stream,

What must the fountain be?"
How full of encouragement is the truth that all the believer's'
concerns are in his FATHER'S loving hands. The incidents and e>ents
of each day all are ordered in a wisdom that cannot err. The entire
responsibility of caring for the righteous belongs to a FATHER whose
resources are infinite, whose tender mercies are unfailing, and whose
faithfulness-like Himself-knows no variableness. Happy, therefore,
are the objects of His love, whatevet betide them. They are being
led by right paths to the "city of habitation" prepared for them
from the foundation of the world, and in due time everyone shall
"appear before GOD in Zion."
THE EDITOR.
SOME people laugh at regeneration by the Spirit of God, and think
there is nothing in it. A plain sign that they themselves are quitewithout it.
If a man were to come and tell me that there was nosuch thing in the world as money, I should take it for granted that.
he therefore thinks so because he himself never had any.-Toplady.
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THE PILGRIM'S STAFF.

"A staff only."-MARK vi. 8.
IN running a race every needless weight must be laid aside.
He
who goes on pilgrimage carefully avoids the carriage of heavy burdens.
So, when Jesus instructed His disciples how to go forth in His
service, He "commanded them that they should take nothiug for
their journey, save a staff only; no scrip, no bread, no money in
their purse; but be shod with sandals; and not put on two coats."
Their equipment was of the most frugal kind.
The journey to be
entered upon would present peculiar difficulties and hindrances, and
the more free from care the servants of Christ were, the better able
would they be to overcome them. But a staff, such as is commonly
used in the East, the pilgrim preachers might carry. It was no
hindrance. It often might be of great use. "One thing is needful."
That the Lord recognizes, and that will He provide. Jesus never
sends His servants a journey, or His soldiers a warfare, at their own
charges. He knows they are dependent everyway upon Himself. He
undertakes all responsibility. The followers of Christ are under an
extraordinary providence! "All things are theirs," yet, by faith
only. Meanwhile, the staff of Divine Promise must be leant upon
as ministering to all present necessity. It is sufficient. It has
sustained the people of God all through the pilgrim ages, and it is
as strong and trusty as ever. All other staves are but "broken
reeds." "The Word of the Lord a.bideth for ever." And happy
indeed are those souls whose confidence is placed in the faithful
promise of a Covenant-keeping God.
Let us now, dear fellow-believers, proceed to note a few particulars
in which "the staff" affords lessons of truth for our instrnction.
Thus:
1. A STAFF is a sign by which we recognise a pilg1'im on his
journey. Thus, on the night when the Children of Israel were about
to start upon their long journey from Egypt to Canaan, and they
ate the Passover together, they were commanded, "And thus shall
ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and 1/our
staff in your hand." The wayfarer's staff was the symbol of their
vocation. They entered on their wilderness wanderings by faith in
the promise of God that He would bring them finally to the good
land of Canaan. Faith grasped the promise as the hand grasped
;the staff. So the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ is distinguished
by his faith. He walks by faith. The staff of Covenant promise
may never be laid aside. Not a safe step forward can be taken
unless the Word of the Lord be alone relied on for strength and
stay. "Hitherto hath the Lord helped us," is the daily song of
Zion's pilgrims.
2. A STAFF is peculiarly useful f01' the weak and the weary.
The
aged and infirm find a staff very helpful in their going out a~d
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coming in. So the Lord's "faint, yet pursuing" people find the sure
Word of grace to be "a word in season," and "good" in the experience of their souls. JEREMIAH the Prophet-a footsore pilgrim in
life's rough ways-could testify, "Thy Words were found, and I
did eat them, and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of
my heart." And millions more can say as much, to the honour
and praise of a faithful God and Father. Of the halting, departing
patriarch, Jacob, it is written, "By faith Jacob, when he was a dying,
blessed both the sons of Joseph: and worshipped, leaning on the
top of his staff" (Heb. xi. 21). So, too, the whole Church of God,
in her veteran members, generation after generation, passes on-and
passes away-leaning on the substantial staff of eternal truth-" the
shalls and wills" of a Covenant" ordered in all things and sure."
Oh, fellow-travellers, let us learn from the example of those true
witnesses who have preceded us in the Christian course to rely on
this "staff only," for it will ~urely bear us through.
"Faithful is
He that calleth you, who also will do it."
3. A STAFF is likewise useful for purposes of defence. The staff of
the Word was the sole weapon which Jesus Himself employed against
the Tempter in the wilderness. It sufficed. "It is written," was, in
His mouth- a double-edged sword, and Satan fled from it. "A staff
only "-this staff, wielded by the hand of faith, drives off triumphantly
the legions of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and the weakest
child of God is thereby approved" more than conqueror." This simple
weapon was it wherewith David in his boyhood "slew both the lion
and the bear." And this weapon he wisely preferred to the royal
armour of Saul when he went out against the giant of Gath. Faith
in God was David's panoply. "The Lord that delivered me out of the
paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver me,"
said the trustful son of J esse, "out of the hand of this Philistine."
The Hebrew youth realized the all-sufficiency of his God, and feared
not to face the foe. Oh, for grace to "put off" all other armour than
this, and to be perfectly satisfied with the God of the Yea and Amen
promises! Let us think much more than we have hitherto done on
the faith-victories which are recorded in the Scriptures, and take
courage from them to press on and pass through all the obstructions
which beset our progress to the "city of habitation."
4. A STAFF in the hand of a pilgrim serves to nmincl Mm of his
calling, while it also commemorates past delivemnces. Jacob, when he
recrossed the Jordan-a living monument and witness to the unchangeableness of the God in whom he trusted-spoke of his solitary
staff on this wise: "I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies,
and of all the truth which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant:
for with my sta.t! I passed over this Jordan; and now I am become
two bands" (Gen. xxxii. 10). The richly prospered patriarch forgets
not his former meanness-when his worldly possessions consisted simply
in a traveller's staff, "a staff only"-and remembers that he owes all
his wealth to a promise-performing God. Thus Zion's wayfarers continue to be "led and fed." The old paths, marked out for them in
a past eternity, lead on from grace to glory, and the Word of Jehovah's
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truth is still the strong staff on which the humble-hearted, poor, and
needy followers of the Lord Jesus are bidden to depend, "nothing
doubting." There is not a sll/int among yonder glorified throng in
"the third heaven," with the Lamb, but was brought out of much
tribulation, pilgrim staff in hand. "These all died in faith, not
having received the promises, but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth."
The
Divine call, by grace, implies onr separation from the world,
and communion with God.
The heavenly vocation involves a
life-long walking in the Spirit. Estrangement from known evil, and a
soul-deep yearning after personal holiness, are among the peculiar
marks of the new-birth, marks which grow in distinctness in proportion as nearness of fellowship with the Father and the Son is
enjoyed by the household of faith.
Be it, then, ours, beloved in Christ, to cleave to the promise-staff
which free and sovereign grace has placed in the hand of faith,
and to go on humbly, patiently, and hopefully, step by step in our
wilderness journey till, like J acob, we cross the J Ol'dan, heirs of an
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and unfading-reserved for us
who "are kept by the power of God, unto sahation." May the
grace of the· Spirit enable us to "declare very plainly that we
seek a country." In the words of WILLIAM KELLY" Thus far upon our way we're come,
The farther on the nearer Home;
Sweet Home! the Home so dear to all,
Whom God has called, or yet shall call.
" The children of one Father they,
Our Lord they own, one faith, one way;
Redeemed with blood, and saved by grace,
In heaven they see the Saviour's face.
" Where all the heaven-born children meet,
Our Home is there; and 0 how sweet
To join them where the Saviour is,
And live in bliss with Him and His!
" Let thouj:(hts of Home be always sweet,
That Home where all God's dear ones meet:
The goodly company above
Of saints made perfect in His love! l'

Clifion.

J. O.

SOMETDIES we see the King in His beauty, and at other seasons
lose sight of Him, which makes us long to be where our harps will
never be out of tune. Here is much fluctuation in our joys and cornforts, they ebb and flow as the tide doth; sin, and Satan, and unbelief
rob us of our comforts, and damp our joys; but then we shall make
melody, without interruption, in our hearts to the Lord; we sha~I
then have a perpetual rest from all our sorrows, and fears, and hard
bondage, wherein we were made to serve.-Bentley.
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ID tI grim pap ers.
"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1"
(ESTHER

i. 7.)

(Oontimtedfrom page 391.)

"AND they gave them drink in vessels of gold (the vessels being
diyerse one from another), and royal wine in abundance, according
to the state of the King." The Spirit of revelation has given us a
key to unlock this, that the treasure securely lodged within may be
opened for our benefit, so we need not hesitate to use it: "But in
a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but
also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be
a vessel unto honour, sanctified and meet for the Master's use, and
prepared unto every good work" (2 Tim. ii. 20, 21). Diversity in
the vpssels employed to convey drink to thirsty souls, "wine to
those that be of heavy heart," is manifestly the teaching here. All
of gold-precious, refined, pure-purged, sanctified, prepared; before
being used by our royal Master, and containing, according to capacity,
shape and fashioning, "royal wine in abundance." Are not the
primary vessels into which the excellency of the power is put
(power to convey life to the dead, stimulus to the faint, and cheer
to the downcast and wretched) to convey the wine of the Kingdom,
in the Scriptures varied and distinctive in characters 1 Some are
"vessels of flagons," a very storehouse of choice wine, as the
Psalms, Canticles, Isaiah, the Gospels and Epistles; while others
"v~ssels of cups," containing the wine that "wisdom hath mingled,"
others have a mingled cup of wrath and consolation, "the wine of
astonishment" (Psalm Ix. 3), as well as sweet wine; so also are
the "vessels of small quantity" in every generation, adapted for
the King's service, to contain "the best wine" for "His beloved"
(Canticles 7, 9). Who would not desire to be a vessel, purged by
the process of refining, which is essential preparation 1 for gold in
the ore state is mixed with dross and impurity and needs the
furnace for melting it to standard quality and weight.
"He
shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He shall purify the sons
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver" (Mal. iii, 3), sitting
by and watching as a refiner does till he sees his own image reflected
in the fused metal. Blessed be our King! He choses the base material
the weak, the nought-a divine Alchemist is He! His touch transmutes them into gold; His use of them makes them 1"oyal vessels, all
of gold; and how precious to Him are His golden vessels, He will
"Thy hands have made me and
lose none of them / Diverse.
fashioned me;" "which in continuance were fashioned" (ma1"gin,
.. )Vhat days they should be fashioned") (Psalm cxxxix. 16), 'showing
that he keeps a regular succession of them in every generation.
They are also vessels sanctified, that is, anointed with holy oil, as were
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those of the sanctuary by Moses; so now, it is not natural 'gifts, but
the "unction of the Holy One" that fits the vessel for the King's
:Service. " But the anointing which ye have received abideth in you,
and ye need not that any man teach you; but as the same anointing
teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it
hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him" (1 John ii. 27). "And royal
wine in abundance." Our King, like David, has "cellars of wine,"
.ample stores; Zabdi was over them, whose name signifies JAH is
Endower; there is no stint of His good old wine! It can nevt'r be
said at His feast, "They wanted wine." Notice how His very word
'of command, "Draw out now, and bear it," has a transforming power,
changing water into good wine, and only "the servants which drew
the water knew" the secret, as they do to this day! In abundance, for
lIe bids His guests, "Drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Song v. 1).
Deep draughts of this royal wine do not intoxicate, and the more we
taste the greater the craving, yet no inebriate is among the guests.
"Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor drunkards
;shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you: but
ye are washed, but ye are sanetified, in the name of the Lord Jesus,
.and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. vi. 9-11). "Thy love is better
than wine," and can only be shadowed forth to us by its exhilarating,
stimulating, delightful qualities. God forbid that any should misconstrue the intention to direct thought to the Spiritual nature of the
figure, so largely employed in Scripture to denote spiritual joy, into
sanctioning the indulgence of a spirituous craving, as strikingly denounced
in the Word of God. "Happy is he that condemneth not himself in
the thing that he alloweth." "Let your moderation be known unto
all men," for your excess, if you lose self-restraint, soon will be!
Better never taste and be a pledged abstainer, than ruin health,
reputation, and may be the immortal soul by unrestrained indulgence!
"Look not upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his colour
in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At the last it biteth like a
serpent, and stingeth like an adder. Thine eyes shall behold strange
women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. Yea, thou shalt
be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea [rolling about], or as
1he that lieth upon the top of a mast. They have stricken me, shalt
thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not:
when shall I awake 1 I will seek it yet again" (Prov. xxiii. 31-35).
[n this last clause the analogy holds good of the "wine that cheereth
'God and man "-the love of Christ-alike a joy to both. Do we lie
,down with a full draught of this wine, the craving for more will
surely increase. " When shall I awake 1 I will seek it yet again."
"And the drinking was according to the law; none did compel:
for so the king had appointed to all the officers of his house, that
·they should do according to every man's pleasure." Here are three
"accordings ":-" According to the state of the king;" "all bountifulness "-abounding grace, abundant goodness, exceeding joy, unlimited
supply. "My God shall supply all your need, according to His
11'iches in glory, by Christ Jesus (Phi!. iv. 19). Then, "according
,to law." "Temperate in all things" 1 Cor. ix. 25); "giving all
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diligence, add to your faith-temperance" 2 Peter v. 6). And
also, "according to every man's pleasure." "There is no compulsion
at my table," said our noble young Queen, in reply to the inquiry
whether the royal toast must be drunk in wine by each guest.
So is there no compelling, but the sweet constraint of love upon
every true, loving, loyal subject of our King, to obey "the good
pleasure of His will." "According to the state of the King," ensures
no lack; "according to law," excludes intemperance; "according to
every man's pleasure," leaves the free exercise of private judgment
in case of physical weakness. The Scriptures do not draw a hard
and fast line, for we know that the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle
Paul to write to his son in the faith, Timothy, (doubtless for the
sake of the weak and sickly among us), "Drink no longer water,
but use a little wine for thy stomach's sake, and for thine often
infirmities" (1 Tim. v. 23). The careful insertion of the word
little shows us the danger of taking much. "All things are lawful
for me, but all things are not expedient." It is good for each one
of us to debate the question at our Master's feet. He will show
us what to do; and "the more excellent way," not to judge others
who use but do not abuse! Another thought arises from the
words "none did compel:" the drinking was "according to every
man's pleasure," for so the king enjoined his servants. The
Divine Spirit creates in a sinner's heart a thirst for the juice of
the living Vine, and the will, once in bondage, under beggarly
elements, becomes blessedly free, so that whosoever will is bidden
to take freely the water of life and the wine of the kingdom. At
the memorial feast of love there is no legal bondage, but love's
sweet constraint, "Do this in remembrance of Me." "For as oft
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's
death till He come." How often 1 According to every man's
pleasure."
" Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal
house which belonged to king Ahasuerus." Her name signifies
beauty. According to Eastern custom, the women might not appear
in public, except at their husbands' will. They had none of the rights
of women of which we hear so much, and doubtless it was by her lord's
command that she dispensed his royal hospitality to the wives of his
princes and servants, for nothing would be her own,. she, as well as
the house in which she dwelt and received the women, belonged to the
king.
"On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with
wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha,
Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that served in the
presence of Ahasuerus the king, to bring Vashti the queen before the
king, with the crown royal, to show the people and the princes her
beauty, for she was fair to look on.
But the queen Vashti refused
to come at the king's commandment by his chamberlains: therefore
was the king very wroth, and his anger burned in him." A sudden
light upon this incident showed a spiritual allegory and type beneath
the historical fact where it had Hot been discerned before. If Hagar

The Gospel Magazine.

443

and Sarah represent the C('venant of works and the Covenant of
grace, the bondwoman and the free, as the Holy Ghost teaches llS
in Galatians iv. 24, surely Vashti and Esther are types of the Old
Testament Church in the Jewish nation arrd the New Testament
Church after their rejection, consequent on their disobedience. A
difficulty presented itself against such a view, because Vashti was a
Gentile and Esther a Jewess, but was at once cleared away by the
words of Ezekiel xvi. 3, being brought to remembrance, "Thus saith
the Lord God unto Jerusalem: Thy birth and thy nativity is of the
land of Canaan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an
Hittite;" and who will deny that the Church of this Gentile dispensation, united to the great King when the other was "put away,"
is, like Esther, of Jewish origin? The analogy is striking. Do not
the king's seven chamberlains (a perfect number), that served in the
presence of the king, correspond to the messengers spoken of in
2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, "And the Lord God of their fathers sent unto
them by His messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because
He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling-place: but
they mocked the messengers of God, and despised His words, and
misused His prophets, until the UJTaih of the L07'd arose against His
people, till there was no remedy"? Jeremiah the prophet charges
the people, "Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her
husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with Me, 0 house of Israel,
saith the Lord" (Jer. iii. 20). Again," Turn, 0 backsliding children,
saith the Lord; for I am married unto you" (verse 14). "Although
I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord" (Jer. xxxi. 32). It
seems astonishing as we read the narrative that Vashti dare set
her autocratic husband at nought, and refuse to come at his command!
Where could she take refuge from his wrath? or how could she
hope for reconciliation except by her submission to His will? It
is a marvellous figure of Israel's defiant impiety and ingratitude,
who dared to run upon the thick bosses of J ehovah's bucklers! Did
Ahasuerus desire to show his princes and people Queen Vashti's
beauty with the royal crmm upon her head 1 The type is
striking in this respect.
Would not the Lord God have displ~yed to all the nations of the earth the beauty of holiness in
His obedient people, if they had walked in His commandments and
harkened to His voice, by the prophets He sent unto them 1 This
is shown us in Ezekiel xvi., where He details all the care bestowed
upon Israel: "Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly
washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee with oil. I
clothed thee also with broidered work, and shod thee with badgers'
skins, and I girded thee about with fine linen, and I covered thee
with silk. I decked thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets
upon thy hands, and a chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel on
thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon
thy head, and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper
into a kingdom. And thy renown went forth among the heathen [m'
thy beauty, for it was perfect through My comeliness, which I had
put upon thee.
But thou didst trust in thine own beauty and
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playedst the harlot." Vashti would have received every item in this
description of the adorning of an Eastern queen from her king's
own bestowment; therefore the type is singularly true. Her contempt
of Ahasuerus's command is the more marked; her action is not that of
a loving, gentle wife, favoured above many, but "the work of an
imperious, whorish woman," as the Lord characterizes Israel's
(Ezek. xvi. 30). The analogy is perfect. Israel's conduct nationally,
as brought into the high position of being God's peculiar people,
chosen out of the world, loved, cherished, clothed, anointed, and made
His own inheritance, is thus graphically described in Vashti's behaviour, she illustrates a wife's contempt of a husband and sovereign!
We have often wondered why the king, in his wrath, did not put her
to death, but then the type would not have been correct. She is
"put away." "'Where is the bill of your mother's divorcement whom
I have put away 7 Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your iniquities is your mother put away" (Isaiah 1. 1).
Some have thought there was excuse for Vashti in the condition of the
king, described as "his heart was merry with wine." Yet, how
could she know it 7 for surely none of the seven chamberlains, sent
to bring her into his presence, would speak a word of disparagement
of the king in her ears, though our King was thus reviled as "a
gluttonous man and a winebibber." Vashti's refusal was an act of
insubordination alike contrary to the law of our God and the laws of
Medes and Persians.
"Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the times (for so
was the king's manner towards all that knew law and judgment: and
the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, :\feres,
Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, which
saw the king's face, and which sat the first in the kingdom) ; What
shall we do unto the queen Vashti according to law, because she hath
not performed the commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the
chamberlains 1" The king, though an autocrat, conferred with his wise
counsellers, who knew the times, could judge fairly in harmony with law
and custom. They were privileged courtiers, who saw the king's face
continually, and had free access to him; a court favour greatly to be
desired by us. " Let me see the king's face" has of times been the
heart-cry of those who love Him, the loyal disciples of King Jesus,
though they do not ambitiously ask, as the mother of Zebedee's
children for her two sons, to sit, one on the right and the other on His
left in the kingdom, yet is there a yearning in many a humble heart
to be very "near unto Him." The king lays emphasis upon the
queen's refusal to perform his commandment by the chamberlains, as
involving a double wrong-contempt of him and contempt of his
servants, his ambassadors j and it conveys a lesson we may well learn
by heart, to treat the ministers of our Lord as Himself, and seek to hear
His voice, His command, His message in their lips, giving honour to
them as to Himself! Surely the feeblest messenger, only giving out
the text, is ambassador of the great King !
" And Memucan answered before the king and the princes, The queen
Vashti hath not done wrong to the king only, but also to all the
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princes, and to all the people that are in all the provinces of the king
Ahasuerus." Because of Vashti's high position her, example and widely
extended influence would be so far reaching. "For this deed of the
queen shall come abroad unto all women, so that they shall despise
their husbands in their eyes when it shall be reported, The king
Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be brought in before him,
but she came not." Here our minds are directed to the amazing
extent of individual influence, each one in the sphere of life. Vashti
the queen was a wife, and set a wifely example of c~:mtempt for her
husband's command, which would be extensively copied. Jehovah
complains of Ismel, "Therefore hast thou also taught the wicked ones
thy ways" (Jer. ii. 33). His command to the first wife, Eve, "Thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee," has never
been abrogated, while it embodies the deeper spiritual truth of "the
Church subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands
in every thing" (Ephes. v. 24).
"When it shall be reported." How could the report but spread
widely, when so many wives were being entertained by the queen
at the time of her refusal? This subject of influence has a wide
range, "for none of us liveth to himself." Let us pause in the
history to take in the lesson. :May the Lord the Spirit graciously
write it upon heart and memory, and make it an actuating principle.
We insert here for our readers some lines sent to us, printed
on cards, which are much to the point; though the author is
unknown, the teaching is sublime.
UNCONSCIOUS INFLUENCE.
" The shadow of Peter-They were healed, every one. "-ACTS v. 15, 16.

UNCONSCIOUSLY to him
The healing power went forth. No hand he laid
Intent to bless, no human effort made;
'Twas Jesus' might flow'd forth through him to aid.
Each moment that we live
We, too, are casting shadows on our way,
Throughout life's dusty footpaths. Lord, we pray
That ours, like Peter's, be a healing ray.
In no life can we gauge
Unconscious influence's mighty share;
Daily our shadows fall-we know not where,
And every glance and tone their influence bear.
Mr. Moody said in one of his addresses, "As ye go, preach." I
preach if I only carry my Bible under my arm through the streets.
How sweet to consider one's very regularity in attending divine
service is both example and witness! How many a lover of theatre,
ball, racecourse, inn, or den has led another in the downward course
of temporal and eternal ruin! How blessed to have someone's testimony, "I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go unto th!l
hOl~se of the Lord," or some day to learn that by unconscious
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influence another was led there for life-long blessing and service.
"Ye are even My witnesses, saith the Lord." Eternity will unfold
mysterious linkings of this kind-" taches, to couple together"
(Exod. xxvi. 9, 11).
Alas for any wife whose example teaches another to despise her
husband! Alas for the repm·t that leads to contempt! "When it shall
be reported "-" but she came not"! Deeper still is the solemn
thought that still there are many to whom our Lord Jesus says
rww, "Ye will not come unto Me that ye might have life" (John v. 40).
"They are without excuse" (Rom. i. 20).
" Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Media say this day unto
all the king's princes, which have heard of the deed of the queen.
Thus fihall there arise too much contempt and wrath." It is the sure
result-too much contempt from the ladies, too much wrath from
their lords! "If it please the king, let there go a royal commandment from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians
and the Medes, that it be not altered, That Vashti come no more
before king Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal estate unto
another that is better than she." The very courtly style of addressing
the king reminds of "the good pleasure of Him who worketh all
things after the counsel of His own will," and whose laws and decrees
are unchangeable!
He is justified before the world, and before
principalities and powers in heavenly places, in the "putting away"
of Israel! "Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on
them which fell, severity" (Rom. xi. 22).
"Therefore say I unto
you," is the warning word of our Lord to the Jews . . . . "and
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof" (lratt. xxi. 43).
Nearly twenty centuries have rolled past since the decree "ent forth
to "put away" Israel, and no man has been able to reverse it. They
are ,. cast away," "cut off," until the decree shall go forth for grafting
in again. "The C1'own is fallen from OU?· heads; woe unto us, that
we have sinned!~' is; in the Lamentations ofJeremiah, v. 16. The
analogy is striking!" And when the king's decree which he shall
make, shall be published throughout all his empire (for it is great)
[the analogy true again1, all the Wives shall give to their husbands
honour, both to great and small.'· "Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord " (Col. iii. 18). "And the
wife see that she reverence her husband" (Eph. v. 33).
"And the saying pleased the king and the princes, and the king
did according to the word of Memucan" (impoverished); another
glimpse of Him" who for our sakes became poor," whose name is
Counsellor; at the right hand of J ehovah, the Incarnate Word.
"According to thy word shall' all my people be ruled ; only in the
throne will I be greater than thou," is said of Joseph as the type,
and is illustrated here again.
"For he sent letters into all the king's provinces, into every province according to the writing thereof, and to every people after
their l!l-nguage, that every man should hear rule in his own house,
and th'at, it should be published according to the language of every
people." Could any decree' be 'more uni versal·-<l That every man
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should bear nile in his own house" 1 Then how much more that
Christ should rule in His own house, the Church of God, and that
no other authority than His should have any place there! Let us
seek to bow to His rule, His control; as a loving wife obeys from
the heart, so let us cleave closely to His commands, follow in His
footsteps, do His will, hearken to His voice; and if any would turn
us aside from the simplicity of worship, or into the mazes of human
expediency and modern devices, give only heed to His Word,
"Hearken, 0 daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget
also thine own people, and thy father's house; so shall the King
greatly desire thy beauty: for He is thy Lord; and worship thou
Him" (Psalm xlv. 10, 11).
Leicester.
:MARY.
(To be continued.)

PRAYl
(PSALM Iv. 17.)

WHEN morning's golden rays are calmly resting
On pw'ple hills and peaceful valleys green,
Ana countless dewdrops, clear as crystal diamonds,
Are glittering on grassy lawns sereneWhen plumy birds (like those that sang in Eden
When our first parents had dominion there)
Are singing praises in thy pleasant gardenThen pray to 'Him who hears and answers prayer.
When noontide's glorious beams are freely lending
The glassy sea a radiant, dazzling glow,
And lighting up the azure sky embellished
With beauteous clouds like rocks, or drifts of snowWhen great brown butterflies, and white, and yellow,
Are flitting gaily in the balmy air,
And small brown bees are working in the blossomsThen pray to Him who hears and answers prayer.
When evening's gorgeous show of gold and crimsln
Is fading slowly from our steadfast view,
And here and there a star of silver lustre
Is softly shining in the paling blueWhen chilly mists are falling on the meadows
Anear the flowing rivers fresh and fair,
And quiet shades are creeping o'er the landscapeThen pray to Him who hears and answers prayer.
Yes, pray to Him whose ears are always open,
Who gives" good things" to them that meekly plead ;
Yes, pray to Him at morning, noon, and evening,
While thou dost dwell where souls have constant need;
And when thou art in yonder "Better Country,"
Where all are safe and fully satisfied,
Then thou shalt ever praise thy God-Imnianuel,
Who ever loves His own, who for thee died.
,

ISA.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As

THE

FRIEND.

"He is a.ztogetht1· lovely."-SOL01lON's SONG v. 16.
" A f1'iencl loveth at all times."-PROVERBS xvii. 17.
THE one mark of true friendship is faithfulness, or abiding love.
A real friend "loveth at all times." Scarcely shall we find such
friendship among men.
A near approach to it is highly to be
valued as one of the greatest earthly blessings.
The perfection of
friendship is in Jesus and Jesus only. A ,iew of the Lord Jesus
Christ as the Friend of sinners reveals some wonderfully gracious
features. As our Friend, Jesus is ever present (:"Iatt. xxviii. 20),
ever-living (Heb. vii. 25), and ever-loving (John xiii. 1). His love
is faithful and eternal, having neither beginning, measure, nor end.
He now lives for His people, interceding in His glory-home, and
by His Spirit He is in them as their hope of glory, and abideth
with them alway.
He loved them so much as to become one with
them. In His incarnation He became Man that He might befriend
man.
1. CHRIS1"S FRIENDSHIP to poor sinners is shown in friendly Acts,
in friendly Words, and therefore in His friendly Charact«r. Consider
His Love-acts in entering into Covenant engagements to save and
redeem His Church. He procured salvation for us by His death on
the cross \yhile we were yet enemies (Rom. v. 10), and, in His own
appointed time and way, He wrought sal,ation in us, by breaking
down our nati,e enmity, subduing the "strong man armed," who
previously held possession of our hearts, and .uniting us to Himself
by the vital bond of life communicated in regeneration. The soul
once united to Him in life and love shall never be left nor forsaken.
Jesus has decreed that His friends must follow Him in the path of
"much tribulation" but their Guide is their Friend, and He will
sometimes turn and bestow upon them a reassuring smile 'of approbation. Thus encouraged, they receive His love-gifts of the daily
cross and perpetnal conflict, combined with constant help, occasional
happy momerits, and now and then some special tokens of His love
and evidences of His favour. Then, having no confidence in the
flesh, they rejoice in Christ Jesus (Phil. iii. 3), and can even joy in
that tribulation also (2 Cor. vii. 4), by which they learn more of
Him.
Besides witnessing the friendly Acts, His loved ones sometimes hear
theFriendly TVords of Jesus. These are of two kinds: those He
speaks fcw them in intercession, as He pleads their case and cause at
the Father's throne; and those He speaks to them in the Promises, in
the Rod, or in His providential Dispensations. The voice of the
Beloved is heard, at times, in each of these ways, as He brings us into
the wilderness, and there speaks friendly unto our hearts (Hos. ii. 14,
marg.) Thus is revealed: His Friendly Character, as "the Brother born
for adversity" (Prov. xvii. 17), and the Friend that" sticketh closer
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than a brother" (Prov. xviii. 24), whom it behoved to be "made like
unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High
Priest in things pertaining to God" (Heb. ii. 17).
2. THE NATURE of Divine Friendship. It is good to meditate on the
friendship of Jesus, and to remember that it is freely bestowed, choosing
the most unlikely objects, cleansing them from all stain, clothing them
with Christ's righteollsness, correcting them in love, and finally
crowning them with glory, giving them a place on His throne, where
they will be near Him for ever and ever. His friendship is faithful.
Jesus never leaves nor forsakes those whom He has once called friends
(John xv. 15), but loves and cleaves to them, holding them in His own
almighty hand (John x. 28). His love is never more manifest than
when He chastens and scourges (Heb. xii. 6) for sin or folly, as it is
written, "Faithful are the wounds of the Friend" (Prov. xxvii. 6),
whose Friendship is also
Reconciling; Determined to save, He reconciles them to Himself and
to His Father by the Gospel, bringing them into the enjoyment of
the bond of Covenant 10Ye, humbling them at His feet, and giving
them to experience the blessedness of true "fellowship with the
Father and the Son" (1 John i. 7). Christ's Friendship is a uniting
bond that never breaks. He draws with" the cords of a man and
with the bands of love" (Hos. xi. 4). Jesus loyeth at all times, and
His Covenant engagements can never be cancelled nor changed.
Friendship should be, though often it is not, an attribute of Relationship. RAT,PH ERSKINE quaintly sings"Christ is of friends a store,
To· save from sin and thrall ;
Thy Brother much, thy Father more,
Thy Husband most of all."
But the chief point of interest is.
3. The 1k"rFESTA'IIOKS of Christ's Friendship. A friendship felt
but never shown is. not of any use or comfort to its object. "A man
that hath friends must show himself friendly" (Proy. xviii. 24).
Even backsliders prove His wonderfulloYe, which does not give them
up, but hedges up the way with thorns, limits the extent of their
wanderings, makes them know that the way of transgressors is
hard, brings them to repentance, delivers them from the snare, and
finally restores unto them the joys of salvation. Christ's Friendship is longsuffering, and He is full of compassion, and plenteous in
mercy.
But, His Friendship is especially shown to His people when they are
in special trial, in a way of Sympathy. His sympathy with His friends
in trouble flows forth in secret communications of grace in seasonable
helps, and in His strength being made perfect in their weakness,
according as "their days may demand." The sympathy of Jesus is
practical. H~ helps those whom He feels fOT and feels w;th. He
knows all, for He has suffered all. As we pass through the furnace
of affiiction the Lord .Jesus vouchsafes to us again and again sacred
wrnrnunion by the way; and as He walks and talks with us we
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experience the blessed truth of the saying: "As iron sharpeneth irqn,
so a man sharpeneth the countenance of His friend" (Prov. xxvii. 17).
" This sweet communion charms the soul,
And gives true peace and joy,
Which Satan's power cannot contro],
Nor all His wiles destroy."
Christ's kindness to His friends is equally marked in His Providential
dealings. He gives daily bread, works wonderful deliverances, balances
'the clouds, orders all events for good, supplies every need, and" often
makes the crooked straight, and turns the night to day." The way
He answers prayer is marvellous. "'W'hoso is wise and will observe
these things, even they shall understand the loying-kindness of the
Lord" (Psalm cviL 43).
But the greatest of all the displays of His Friendship is in the
Pardon of sin, because He not only forgives but He also fo'rgets
(Jer. xxxi. 34). The believer rejoices in the remission of sins, and
.cannot but sing as Jesus reveals His love" Amazed to see myself so vile,
And Jesus smiling all the while."
With the Church he cries"THIS IS MY FRIEND."

Bath.

E. C.

WELL-SPRIKGS.
" ..And it came to pass, as He went to Jerusalem, that He passed through
the midst of 'Samaria and Galilee. And as He entered into a certain
·tillage, there met Him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: and
t.hey lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
..And when He saw them, He said unto them, Go show yourselves unto
the priests. And 1't came to pass, that, as they went, th81) were clefLnsed.
And one of them, when he saw t;,at he '!Cas healed, twrned back, and with a
loud voice glorified God, a'l'd f.lt down (In his face at His feet, giving
Him thanks, and he was a /Samaritan. And Jesus .answering said, Were
the,e not ten cleansed? but where nre the nine? There are not found
(hat 1·eturned to give glory to God, save this stranglff. And He
said 1mto him, An:se, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole."LUKE xvii. 11-19.
How full of sublime Gospel teaching is this inspired narrative, every
word relating to it of Divine import! "And it came to pass." Oh,
how the child of God sets his seal to like Divine statements, as one after
another of His ripening purposes comes to pass in his experience!
How often is he brought to the vantage ground of rejoicing in
Covenant promises, which, whilst they cannot change, are verified in
his experience! How he loves to trace the pathway of· his chequered
career, and mark how all came to pass of Jehovah's faithful Word,
of which neither jot nor tittle can nor ever will fail. All His ways,

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

451

and words, and designs for His covenanted children must come to
pass. His own Word declares, "It is easier for heaven and earth to
pass away, than for one jot or tittle to fail."
.And it came to pass. No accident, then, no chance work took Him
that way to Jerusalem, whither" His face was set," that He might eat
His last passover there with His disciples. No; just as on another
occcasion He had warned His disciples not to go that way, yet "He
must needs go th7'Ough Samaria." And why 7 We all know the result
of that journey, in the all-powerful and convincing conversation with the
woman at Sychar's well. There lay the interpretation of why "He
must needs go through Sxmaria"I And in the narrative now before
us there is a needs-be for His going that way to Jerusalem.
He
must needs pass by "a certain village" (probably a small and
insignificant place), where ten lepers sue Him for mercy. These
poor outcasts could otherwise not have seen Him, for their loathsome
condition showed that they might not dwell in the larger cities nor
more populated places. Yes, it was "a certain village" known to
Omniscience, who has blessedly recorded, for His children's comfort,
in His sacred Word, the name of a street (Acts ix. 11), a spot
(Gen. xxviii. 19), a parcel of ground (John iv. 5), a certain creek
(Acts xxvii. 39), a gate (Acts x. 17), a pool, &c. (John v. 24), if
needs be to remind them how His eye of providence is over all
their way and well-being, and that He is acquainted with all their
ways and circumstances. "Thou compassest my path" (says the
Psalmist), "and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my
ways."
According to the custom, these poor lepers "stood afar off." Ah,
have not you and I, beloved, known how the more deadly leprosy of
sin has kept us standing afar off from the spotless, sinless Son of
God 7 Into the language of the hymn have we not entered 7"Sinful, sighing to be blessed,
Bound, and longing to be free;
Weary, waiting for my rest:
'God be merciful to me.'
"Holiness I've none to plead,
Sinfulness is all I see;
I can only bring my need:
'God be merciful to me.'
"Broken heart and downcast eyes
Dare not lift themselves to Thee;
Yet Thou canst interpret sighs:
'God be merciful to me'''and now reJOlce in the language of the Apostle Paul, "Ye who
sometimes were afar off, are now made nigh by the blood of Christ,"
so near and so dear to the heart of God, that nearer and dearer you
cannot be than in your standing in the Son of His love, perfect in
His comeliness-" accepted in the Beloved."
These poor lepers lifted up their voices, and cried, "Jesus, Master,
have mercy upon us." It was an importunate cry, expressive of the
2K 2
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depths of their misery and need. "Jesus, Master, have mercy upon
us." They acknowledged Him Jesus-Saviour, Lord, Master, as "one
having authority."
And what is the response to their appeal?
"And when He saw them, he said unto them, Go show yourselves
unto the priests."
Perfect submission to the law and country
induced our Lord to own its claims. Whilst He spoke the word of
healing power, with the miraculous results, how lovingly and
convincingly did our gracious Pattern give us an example that we
should follow in His steps. How gloriously, how wondrously did
He set forth in His daily life on earth what it was to be humbled!
" He humbled Himself." He emptied Himself of His glory, that His
children might be exalted from the dust and dunghill, to be princes and
brethren with Him on His throne. Yes, "He humbled Himself." He had
experienced what it was to be "subject" unto His parents. He had
shown unto His disciples how it was right to give " tribute" money
where exacted, and to "render unto C::esar the things which were
C::esar's !" He had rebuked Peter for smiting the servant of the high
priest, in his zealous love for his Master, He had, too, taken a little
child as a pattern for instruction; here he sends the lepers to their
priest, thus obeying the laws of their country. Oh, what a blessed
example and underwriting for His children was every look, word, and
step of their Divine Master! May the daily, yea, hourly, desire for
more conformity to His image give us true humility, willing and content to abide still at His footstool, and learn of Him who was meek
and lowly in heart. :May it be the happy posture and employment
of every redeemed heir of glory.
"Ah, the work and grace of J esUE,
And His matchless power and love,
By no saint has e'er been sounded,
Here or in the realms above,
"Never told, yet ever telling,
Are the att!'ibutes divine,
Of the One who, in His mercy,
Says, 'Poor sinner, I am thine.'''
"And it came to pass, as they went they were cleansed." So the
priests did not heal them, but only to fulfil the requirements of the
law was the command given. "As they went." 'Vhat a \\'onderworking power was here displayed! No human intercession nor interposition needed nor displayed.
.J esus has all power in heaven
and earth, and can wield it with supreme authority and unqualified
success. These lepers had come un1er the potent power of the Great
High Priest who is ever touched with the feelings of His people's
infirmities, and His sovereign word alone can make whole the wounded
conscience. In a railway carriage recently, whilst reproaching myself
with deep regret how little testimony had been given during a several
hours' visit from home, I awoke to the fact that one other only was
my fellow-traveller; and after a few miles passed in silence some
common courtesy broke the silence, and the foreign accent of my companion led the converse up to our neighbouring country, France, where
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all her relatives and friends, she told me, lived,and without a single
exception were Roman Catholics. " Not that there are not many
throughout our country who do not believe all they appear to, but
they are not allowed freedom of thought, and to express their minds
to a priest means excommunication for heresy." By degrees, I
gathered that she had never heard anything different to the teaching of the Church of Rome until she came over to England as a
governess, and when it was asked whether she could now rejoice in
the supreme privilege of taking all her wants and cares, her needs and
concerns for soul and body direct to the Lord Jesus Christ, who stands
as the Church's High Priest, "touched with the feelings of their infirmities," and as their alone" Advocate with the Father," into whose everrefl,dy ear of sympathy she can unburden her every sorrow, with
fervour, she exclaimed, "Oh, it is lovely! it is lovely!" All her
life long she had a horrible dread of purgatory, and, as a child,
remembered appealing to her mother aR to "whether God could be
so cruel as to send her there if she died young." ·When the
affirmative reply gave her a determination to try and pray against
it eVe1'Y day of her life, remembering, as she was taught, that the
priest's prayers would sometimes get a soul out for a respite of
forty days, she thought that a life-time of prayer might therefore
perchance preserve her from going in! Much more of a deeply
interesting nature passed in that brief journey, not easily to be
forgotten amongst the divinely ordered circumstances of so mean
a thing as losing the former train, that again His children may be
brought together to testify to His great salvation and be shown how
Jesus has all power in he,Lven and earth and is riding on in His
chariot of salvation with unhurried majesty, Reeking and saving His
scattered sheep, and bringing them into holy access through His
mediatorial work as their Great High Priest before the Throne, that
He may declare unto His Father, " of them whom Thou hast given
Me have I lost none."
"And one of them, when he saw that he was healed." They
all had come under the potent power of bodily healing and cleansing
sway of Omnipotence, yet one only became a subject of soul-healing;
and he-oh, wonders of Divine grace !-" this stranger "-was "a
Samaritan." Oh, the magnanimity of sovereign love and grace in
our adorable Lord! "The Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans," was a truth uttered by yet another grace-touched Samaritan
to Him whom she knew to be a Jew. As Sovereign Lord of all
creation, He could go out of His way to reach these outcasts ana
strangers, and send forth the healing touch without fear of contamination. He was the Great High Priest who is touched with the
feelings of His people's infirmities, yet without sin. "God only had
one Son without sin; He has no son without sorrow," says St.
AUGUSTINE.
"And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned
back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down at His
feet, g~ving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan." What a sight ,
for thIS poor defiled sufferer! What a change from all that was
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loathsome and revolting to look upon, to see now that he was
healed, restored, whole! He immediately "turned back." Mark, he
traced all his healing to its Divine source, and with a heart overflowing with gratitude, for we read it was not in a faltering nor
half-halting belief, but" with a loud voice he glorified God." "Praise is
comely in the upright." And let us remember that the inspired
Word tells us, that the service of the Temple was no half-hearted
one: "And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites stood
up to praise the Lord God with a loud voice on high." And who
have cause, if not His redeemed, cleansed, sanctified children, of
praising "with a loud voice" 1
Dear reader, are our hearts more habitually recounting His mercies
and loving-kindnesses ~ Are they daily and hourly welling up and
overflowing of joy and gratitude, when we consider the wonderful
work of grace bestowed upon us 1 If His love and mercy sought
us, and His blood redeemed and bought us, how are we living?
how are we acting in daily and hourly recognition of this wondrous
mystery of being " not our own, but bought with such a
price" 1 Shall His mercies "lie forgotten in unthankfulness,
and without praises die ~" Or, are we seen as this stranger, this
healed, typical sinner, returning to render thanks ~ Are we prostrating
ourselves as he did, and giving all the praise and glory to Him t?
whom alone it is due 1 The writer has ofttimes gratefully recalled
the seasonable word of dear ":JIARY," of Leicester, after the last
Conference, when testimony to the ,Yord of God's truth has been so
fragrantly given and received by many who "ere richly blessed at
that hallowed time, and with whom the Saviour yet remained:"Now, in proportion as we have been privileged and blessed, we must
bear our testimony; there must be no hiding it, and keeping it to
olU'Selves, for you know His Word declares, 'The miry places thereof,
and the marshes thereof shall not be healed; they shall be given to
salt' (Ezek. xlvii. 11). That is referring to land that sllcks all
moisture in, and gives not out again, and consequently is not fit for
tillation and vegetation." No, there is a corresponding obligation,
beloved, and a proportionate responsibility, a taking heed, as to that,
and how, and what His children hear. The talent must not lie buried;
the candle must not be hid under a bed; the seed was not to die in
the ground, and the Word cannot be received aright without
evidential proof in our lives. Testimony is due to Him, and as sweet
music in His ears-acknowledgment is acceptable to Him as a sweet
smelling savour, and praise is as fragrant incense before His throne.
May we, like this healed leper, tracing all our healing to whom it is due,
with a loud voice, and evidential proof of His healing power in our
lives, "glorify God in our bodies, and in our spirits, which are
His"!
R.
IF Christ has your good will, Hi will certainly have your good
word; if you truly love Him, you will not be ashamed to speak for
Him.-Toplady.
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A VISION OF HEAVEN.
(REVELATION

By

iv. v.)

HENRY WELCHMAN. BRISTOL.

(Continued from page 316.)

WE now come to the most sublime part of this wonderful vision-to
one of the most sublime and instructive passages in the Word of God.
Let us ask again that God, who revealed it to John, may, in the riches
of His grace, reveal it to our souls for our present and lasting
blessing.
" And when He had taken the book, the four living creatures and
four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb," as they had just
before fallen down before Him that sat on the throne, in lowliest
adoration. "HaVing everyone of them harps," for their worship is
full of joy and gladness, "and golden vials [or bowls] full of incense,
which are the prayers of saints." There may be much in this symbol
we do not understand, but one thing is clear as crystal-that tht
prayers of saints on earth are highly esteemed in heaven. We may
be ashamed of our prayers, as they fall so far below the ideal of what
prayer should be, but there seems to be nothing that ascends from
earth to heaven so fragrant to God as the prayers of saints. They
are accounted worthy to be presented with the most profound worship
of the glorified saints in heaven. Let us, in passing, lay this lesson
to heart, and be encouraged to pray with more diligence and faith.
"And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the
book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by Thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation." Can we not imagine the wonder and the
rapture of the Apostle as he listened to these heavenly singers, ~nd
heard the words of this heavenly song 1 They had heard the question
asked, ",Yho is worthy to open the book 1" and had confessed that
not one of them was worthy, so we may be sure there was a special
emphasis on the word" Thou," as it is so sweetly expressed in one of our
hymns; the only song in that blest place is, "Thou art worthy, Thou
alone."
The ground on which they base their song of praise claims especial
notice. It is not because He is "the Lion of the tribe of J udah,"
or "the root of David,"-not because He is God, nor because of His holy
and obedient life on earth-but because of that which was His greatest
humiliation, and which seemed to many to be the greatest defeat"for Thou wast slain." Whatever may be our estimate of the deHth
of Jesus, it is the wonder and the delight of heaven. It is the
theme of heaven's song. But· let us listen again to this new song.
They are telling out the results of that death to sinners as they had
been: "Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood."
This is the first result-redemption. Not redemption from the curse
and the dominion of sin, not redemption from the slavery of the devil
merely, but redemption to God. As the elders and living creatures
are in the enjoyment of the perfect peace and bliss of heaven, in the
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immediate presence of God, they know, in a way we cannot so well
know here, what it is to be redeemed to God, brouglft back, and
brought back to His favour, His smile, His embrace for ever. But
this is not all the song, for there are other results of the Lamb's
being slain, and they sing, "And hast made us unto our God kings
and priests, and we shall reign on the earth." Not only redeemed to
God, but brought into the enjoyment of wondrous privileges and
dignities. They are to reign on the earth during the millennium,
and according to Revelation xxii. 5, tohey are to reign for ever and
ever.
" And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about
the throne and the living creatures and the elders, and the number of
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands j
saying with a loud voice "-with no shadow of doubt as to the truth,
and with full intelligence as to the importance of the words they utter" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." This is a
sevenfold ascription of angelic praise to Him who was and still is
"despised and rejected of men," but whom some of us have been
taught of God to trust, to love, and to follow. We know that He is
worthy, infinitely worthy, of all, and we rejoice that He has all
He is worthy of power, and He said,
of which He is so worthy.
"All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth."
He is
worthy of riches, and He has "unsearchable riches" of all sorts.
HI) is worthy of wisdom, and" He is made of God unto us wisdom."
He is worthy of strength, and He says, ":J1y grace is sufficient
for thee, for :My strength is made perfect in "l\eakness." He is
worthy of honour and glory, and He has it all, for "we see Jesus
. . . . crowned with glory and honour." He is worthy of blessing,
and it is His, for it is written, "His glory is great in Thy
l>alvation j honour and majesty hast Thou laid upon Him. For Thon
hast made Him most blessed for ever: Thou hast made Him exceeding
glad with Thy countenance."
"And every creature which is in heaven, ani on the earth, and under
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever." See
how the circle of praise is widening. First, we heard the song of the
iuner circle of the redeemed j next, the loud voice of the myriads of
angels round about the throne; and now, the circle is so great that it
takes in "every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under
the earth." It is a God-given vision of what will be when His Covenant purposes are all fulfilled.
Even those who despise or neglect
Him now, will do homage to Him by-and-by; for "God hath highly
exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name:
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth j and that
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father." Blessed indeed are they who, through the grace
of God, have learned to know, to trust, to love, and to adore the
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Lamb of God, and to feel in full harmony of soul with this universal
praise.
"And the four living creatures said, Amen. And the four and
twenty elders fell down and worshipped." Blessed posture! Blessed
occupation! Blessed example! Blessed worship! Most blessed
Lamb ,of God, so infinitely worthy of it all!

SPIRITUAL PRESSURE.
WHEN the Apostle Paul was pressed in the spirit he testified to the
Jews that Jesus was the Christ (Acts xviii. 5). His spirit ,received
pressure trom Christ before he testified of Him. No man whose spirit
is under the Divine pressure of Christ denies the Divinity of Christ.
Saint Paul was not always the subject of such gracious pressure. Far
from it (Acts xxvi. 9-11). For some time Paul was suffered to go on
under the high pressure of sin and the devil, and was actually opposing
Jesus and persecuting His followers when the higher pressure of saving
grace stopped him in his mad career. Howeyer high the pressure of
Satan and sin may be in a chosen vessel of mercy, the grace of Jesus
Christ is infinitely higher, and when He is pleased to manifest it, its
manifestation in the soul and to the soul arrests the evil pressure the
soul was under before. In the experience of a sinner born from above
sin's dominion is something more than a mere opinion. So with grace's
higher dominion. What villainies we sholl1d commit, what monstrous
crimes we should be guilty of, if the merciful Saviom of lost sinners
,did not abate and overcome in us the evils existing in our hearts by
His abounding grace! Why is Jesus Christ the Son of God pleased to
,show His wondrous grace to one daring sinner and not to another ~
The present ill-sounding word" Election" explains it (Gal. i. 15). No
act of a dying sinner can be the cause of the saving act of the living
Saviour. In the days in which \,-e liye more stress is laid on the
mutable will of changing man than on the immutable will of the
unchanging God. :Many contend for free-will pressure; few defend
free-grace pressure. It takes pressure from God to make a godly man,
pressure from Christ to make a Christian man, and pressure from the
Holy Spirit to make a spiritually-minded man.
Bath.
F. F.
IF I may be so bold as to an'lwer for one-and few know much more
,of discouragements than I do-I am happy only so long as I lie prostrate at the feet of Jesus, and by faith contemplate Him hanging on
the cross, while this is my language: "Lord, I am guilty, Thou art
righteous; I am a sinner, Thou art a Saviour; I am weak, Thou art
;strong ; I am nothing, Thou art all-sufficient! Oh, save me from the
guilt and power of sin!" Here I am constrained to live every day.
I can find no comfort, nor have I any hope, but as I lie still at His
feet, saying, "God be merciful to me a sinner." If He is pleased to
smile in the dark hour of death, how light it will be! If not, here I
still must lie, for I have no other hope.- Watts Wilkinson.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
CHRISTIAN AND PASTORAL ADAPTA'l'ION.

"Unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to
that are under the law, as under the law, that I might
.Qllin them that are under the law; to them that are without law, al;
without law (being not without law to God, but under the law to
Christ), that I might gain them that are without law.
To the tceak
became I as weak, that I might gain the weak.. I am made all
things to all men, that I might by all means save some." -1 COR.
1hem

ix. 20-22.
No words in the New Testament have perhaps been more often misinterpreted, misunderstood, and misused than these.
A wholly
erroneous construction has been put upon them. They have been
supposed to mean that the Apostle was in the habit of turning, twisting,
and changing his teaching to suit all sorts and conditions of men, and
that he framed his conduct and demeanour so as to meet their likes.
and dislikes, and that at one time he spoke and acted as if he were a
Jew, and at another time as if he were a Gentile; sometimes approving
of or countenancing things which, if not actually unlawful, were, to,
say the least, questionable, and at other times only things which were
plainly lawful and unquestionable.
Surely this is not a correct
interpretation of the Apostle's words and meaning.
By no means.
,Ye remember ho,Y sternly he rebuked the Apostle Peter when, in
some measure, he acted in this manner: "I withstood him," he said,
"to the face, because he was to be blamed." ,Ve remember also his.
own words in reference to this kind of inconsistency, "If I yet pleased
men, I should not be the servant of Christ." ,Ye cannot imagine him
acting as "Pliable" is represented as acting in BUNYAN'S Pilgrim's
Progress. He who said, "vVoe is me if I preach not the Gospel," and,
"If any man preach any other Gospel unto you than that ye have
received, let him be accursed," was one who "in doctrine showed
uncorruptness," and was not likely to turn and change his teaching to
please the idiosyncracies of men; and we cannot imagine that he would
act as a courtier, who, being asked how he could keep his preferment
ill changing times, serving at one time under a Popish prince, and at
another under a Protestant, replied, that he did so by acting as "a
bending osier, and not as a stubborn oak." We can rather imagine that
when needful, the Apostle would act as a noble martyr, MARCUS
ARETHUSIUS, did in the reign of the apostate Emperor JULIAN; he had
bcen the means, in the previous reign of COKSTAKTINE, of destroying a
heathen temple, and JULIAN ordered him to assist in rebuilding it; but
this he sternly refused to do; and when, after being put to the most
cruel tortures, he was offered his life if he would only give one small
coin, of the value of a halfpenny, towards the rebuilding of the temple,
he refused the offer; choosing rather to die than to save his life even
by this apparently insignificant act, lest by doing it he should appear
to countenance an object which he knew was wrong.
No. The Apostle was no timeserver. It never could be said of him
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that "he subscribed to all creeds, held a levee of all sects and parties,
was friendly with everybody, but stood identified with nobody."
Such an interpretation of the Apostle's words is therefore evidently
utterly incorrect.
The Apostle here does not allude to essential
things, but to non-essential. He does not allude to such things as
the declaration of the great truths of the Gospel, and the exposition
of God's Word j nor does he intimate for a moment that he deviated
from a full declaration of those truths and from a faithful exposition
of that Word j he does not refer to any support or countenance given
to idolatrons, heathen, or any evil, unlawful, and questionable
practices j but his meaning evidently is that he endeavoured to adapt
himself in his demeanour, his teaching, and manner of teaching, as
far as possible, to the various circumstances, dispositions, and characters
of those with whom he came in contact, in order instrumentally to
secure the success of his ministry, and to make it as effective as
possible. In doing this he must have studied the different cases of
his hearers, placed himself, as it were, in their positions, endeavoured
to regard things from their points of view, and then spoke and acted
accordingly. Is he not thus an example for eYery faithful pastor, and
in a somewhat less extensive degree, an example for every believer 1
Adaptation of this kind is as much needed in the present day as it
ever was j but the question arises, how and in what respects ought it
to be practised 1 We may consider it in three points of view: (1.) As
respects every Christian; (2.) As respects a pastor and his ministry;
(3.) As respects the public services of God's house.
1. As RESPECTS EVERY CHRISTIAN.-A Christian should on no account
in any way give needless offence.
He should not wound the
susceptibilities of men if he can possibly avoid doing so. He should
always endeavour to be courteous and affable in demeanour. Is not
this frequently forgotten 1 And although he must never yield one
iota in essential things, he should always be ready to do so in nonessential things. This is desirable at all times, but it seems to be
especially so in the special circumstances of the present times.
2. As RESPECTS A P A};TOR AXD HIS :JIrxrSTRY.- Is any particular
adaptation desirable or needful to suit the special and peculiar
circumstances of the present day 1 This is a question which deserves
careful consideration, and may well engage the earnest and prayerful
attention of every faithful pastor.
That the circumstances of the present day are special and peculiar
is an indubitable fact.
It is a day of restlessness and continual
changes.
Attention is attracted and absorbed by a multitude of
different objects. We seem, by means of the daily press and the
electric telegraph, to be brought into touch, as it were, with the whole
world, and to know, almost instantaneously, all the chief events which
are occurring in it. There is immense pressure in business, and often
great anxiety in it caused by keen competition.
There is a vast
amount of rapid travelling to and fro. And pastors in the crowded
centres of our population aver that there is a growing tendencyespecially amongst the young-to forsake the house of God, and to
Several things combine together to
dishonour the Lord's Day.
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produce this tendency, such as cycling, Sunday excursions, so-called
"sacred" Sunday concerts, and popular Sunday lectures. Well then
may every faithful pastor ask, "Can anything be done to check this
growing tendency, and to meet these special and peculiar circumstances 1"
Several particulars might be mentioned in reply to this question;
but regarding the matter chiefly from an outward standpoint, we may
mention the following:As respects a pastor's public ministry, a very important thing is
manner, and yet it is probably very often forgotten, overlooked, or
uncultivated. A bright and cheery manner is very attractive, and the
bearer of "good tidings of great joy" may naturally be expected to
have, generally speaking, that manner. "He looks so happy in the
pulpit,"-said a hearer respecting a pastor whose ministry has been
greatly blessed by the Holy Spirit, -" that it seems as if he must
have just come down from heaven." No doubt every pastor has his
share of troubles, burdens, and cares, and sometimes an extra share of
them; but may he nut be expected, sometimes at least, to rise, by
Divine power, above them, and know the happy experience of some
who have testified that the pulpit was their "throne," and that the
moments which they passed there have been some of the most
enjoyable moments of their lives 1
A manly, straightjo1"1JJa?'d, jea?'less 7nanner is also attractive. Can we
not imagine that the Apostle Paul's manner was like this 1 the tenor
of his addresses and of his Epistles seems to imply that it \vas such.
During a series of highly successful mission sernces which have been
recently held, the people expressed themselves as bein~ deeply
impressed with" the manliness of the preacher." I remember, when a
lad, being struck with the same point in the ministry of the" Gospel
Cottage Lecturer;" the effect produced upon my mind by it was
something like this :-" Well, whatever people may think about his
preaching in other respects, they must at least be convinced that it is
the preaching of a man who is thoroughly persuaded of the truth of
what he says, and is not afraid to declare it."
So also a kind and sympathetic manner is very important,-the manner
of one who really enters into his hearers' circumstances, and feels for,
and sympathizes with them in their difficulties, their needs, their joys,
their sorrows, and their cares. It is a sad thing when anyone can
say of his pastor, as a man said to me of his pastor not long ago,
"He has a heart of stone; he feels for nobody." But even though
a pastor may not have such a heart as that, and may be really kindhearted and sympathetic, it is very desirable that he should not fail
to show it.
As to the matte?' of his preaching, a faithful pastor will never think
of withholding any part of Divine truth, or of turning and twisting
it to suit and please men; he will preach" the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth;" but, at the same time, a pastor ought
never to forget that truth may be put forward in a repellant or in an
attractive form. How attractive was the preaching of our Lord!
His words were like Solomon's, "acceptable words," or "words of
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delight." He, so truly wise as He was, "taught the people knowledge,"
and in the most pleasant and acceptable way. He attracted, and
then riveted their attention by allusions to passing circumstancE's
and surrounding objects, and by familiar and beautiful illustrations
We may be sure that there were few, if any, drowsy hearers whilst
He was preaching. Hence" the common people heard Him gladly."
And, in view of the peculiar circumstances of modern times,
one thing seems to be particularly necessary, namely, that a pastor
should aim at brevity and condensation in preaching. The gifted
"Gospel Cottage Lecturer" used always to preach for about one
hour at a time, and I have heard him preach for one hour and
a-half. A former beloved Editor of this Magazine, who did not
usually preach so long as the "Gospel Cottage Lecturer," also
preached upon one occasion for an hour and a-half. It is not many
pastors, however, who possess the powers of pulpit oratory which they
possessed.
I have repeatedly seen persons standing in Charles
Episcopal Chapel at Plymouth during the greater part, if not the
whole, of the time of the sermons there; they had seats to sit upon,
but they were so arrested by the preacher, that they rose from their
seats and stood, leaning upon the backs of the pews in front of them,
with their eyes fixed upon him, and apparently attending to every
word.
A venerable and very able pastor, who preached for me a few years
ago, told me that he believed that he held a "record" for length of a
sermon in modern times beyond any other living pastor, because he
had preached upon one occasion for no less a time than three hours and
a-half! He said that it was in Ireland, when the town in which he then
lived had been invaded by a number of Socinians, who aroused a great
deal of controversy by a declaration of their opinions. The townspeople
were anxious to hear the other side of the subject, and to have those
opinions controverted. Consequently, when an announcement was
made that on a Sunday afternoon a sermon would be preached upon
the subject in the chief parish church, such crowds came to hear it,
that not only was the church itself completely packed, but the church
yard as well; and as it was a warm summer's afternoon, all the doors
and windows were thrown open, so that those outside might be
able in some measure to hear. That sermon was listened to with
deep interest and close attention even to the end. Of course that was a
very exceptional case, and it is scarcely probable that any living pastor
would attempt to imitate it, unless he found himself placed in similar
circumstances.
But even with regard to the ordinary length of sermons, very
few pastors could wisely take as their model the ordinary length of
sermons in former days. It is remarkable that the discourses of
our Lord and of His immediate followers, were decidedly short, not
long. The noble sermon on the Mount, for example, with all its
depth and wealth of teaching, may have occupied, as it is
recorded in the Gospel of St. Matthew, about fifteen minutes in
delivery. The Apostle Paul upon one occasion, namely, at Troas,
preached lengthily, but_ upon other occasions, for example, at Athens
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and at Antioch, his discourses seem to have been short.
The
celebrated sermon also by the Apostle Peter, on the Day of Pente·
cost, which was so largely blessed by the Holy Spirit, was a very
short one. Does it not seem wise that pastors should carefully
follow these examples, more especially as they have, generallyspeaking, to address the same congregations Sunday after Sunday
all the year round, and brevity seems to be urgently required by the
exigencies of the present times 7 "I had not time to make my
sermon shorter," said a preacher in reply to a hearer who complained about the length of one of his sermons. Exactly so; it
requires time, and perhaps spe::ial pains, to condense a subject, and
to give the substance of it in an abbreviated form; but is it not
worth the time and pains when a preacher has to deal with such an
all-important matter as proclaiming the words of eternal life 7
It is also very important that preaching in the present day should
be thntoughly practical and evidently suited to the conrlitions and circumstances of hem'81's, as well as to the particular circumstances of
the times. When hearers remark, as they are said sometimes to do,
"That sermon had nothing whatever to do with us;" or "What
have we to do with Abraham, or Moses, or Job 7" &c., the sermon has
missed its mark. A sermon upon any portion of God's Word, whether
it includes some point of doctrine, or the life and history of one of
the ancient saints, or a parable, or a Psalm, ought to be treated and
applied in such a plainly practical manner that such remarks as
those ought to be without foundation. See how thoroughly practical
and evidently suited to his hearers, in the nried conditions and circumstances of their lives, was the preaching of John the Baptist.
The general multitude, the publicans, and the soldiers, each received
a separate message, evidently exactly suited to their different cases.
Exactly similar was the preaching of the Apostle Paul. For example,
when he addressed the Athenians, he alluded to their poets, their
altars, and their customs, so as to engage their attention, and get
them to listen to the truths of the Gospel as truths which practically
referred to them. When addressing the Jews, he spoke of himself
as being a Jew, and he went, as it were, out of his way to show that
he had the greatest respect for the Mosaic ceremonies, although he
would not have them regarded as part of the Christian law. How
cleverly also he adapted himself to the peculiar position in which he
found himself at Jerusalem, when he had to confront an audience composed of different and antagonistic sects, and when he allayed their
opposition and confounded their tactics by exclaiming, "Men and
brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee; of the hope and
resurrection of the dead I am called in question." This power of
adaptation is a truly usefnl and very important power.
Hatford Rectory, Faringdon.
D. A DOUDNEY.
(To be continued.)

THE end of our faith, even the full and ultimate salvation of our
souls.-Toplady.
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Sermons ilnb ;Rates of Sermons.
DIVINE IMMUTABILITY AND RESPONSIBILITY.
A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. MARY ALDERMARY CHURCH, QUEEN VICTORIA
STREET, LONDON, ON THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 31sT, 1900, BY THE
REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON
BEHALF OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
MR. ORMISTON said :-The portion of· God's Word to which my mind
has been led in connection with the occasion which thi.s evening
brings us together, in behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society,
you will find in the book of the Prophet Isaiah xlvi. 4:-

"And even to your old age, I am He,. and even to lwar hairs will I
carry you,. I have made, and I will bea1'" even I will carry, and will
delive?' you."
SUCH, dear friends, are the precious thoughts of a never-changing
God concerning an ever-changing people; for, from the birth to the
grave, the estate of God's pilgrim Church in the wilderness is one of
constant mutation.
The suitable promises found in this portion of God's Word rest, it
will be observed, on a two-fold foundation, namely:I.-THE DIVINE IMMUTABILITY :-" I am He."
n.-THE DIVINE RESPONSIBILITY ;-" I have made."
The former, Divine Immutability, concerns Jehovah's essential
being; and the latter, Divine Responsibility, concerns His moral
chamcter·
By the Spirit's help, let us proceed to consider these two foundations,
together with the "precious promises" based upon them.
FIRST; the Divine Immntability we have set before us in the
declaration, "I am He." And you will notice, on looking at your
Bibles, that the word" am" is placed in italic letters, because it is not
found in the original. There is 1W tense expressed, and therefore the
past, . the present, and the future are all involved in this brief
declaration, "I am He."
"Even to your old age I am He." This is true of each of the
Divine Persons in the eternal Godhead. No change is there in the
Father, no change in the Son, no change in the Holy Spirit. Time
affects not the thoughts of God, the counsels of God, the love of God,
the purposes of God, the promises of God, the performances af God.
Everywhere and always, "I am He."
~Iark-" Even to your OZ,t
age." Change in the Church of God is taking place constautly.
Change in the God of the Church there is none. And it is, dear
friends, on this immutable foundation that these exceeding great
promises find their sure resting place.
"Even to hoar hairs will I carry you." Tohoar hairs! That is,
from first to last, as the next branch of our subject makes plain. It
is as though He said, "I will always carry you, you shall always find Me
true to My word, the word of My grace, upon which I have caused you
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to hope." Some here present to-night, believers through grace in the
Lord Jesus Christ, can testify to the fidelity of their unchangeable
God in this respect. He has watched over us in our goings out and our
comings in, although we hav.;] passed through perils not a few nor
small. He has remained faithful to His word upon which He at the
outset of our Christian course led us to depend. "My people shall
never be ashamed." Never! Yet if they look at themselves, at their
walk and conversati.:m. their motives, and even their best works,
they have much reason to be ashamed, there is much cause for a
humble-hearted confession at the footstool of Divine grace. Nevertheless, they shall never be ashamed of their God and His promises;
they shall never have reason to question the integrity of His
ways, but in proportion as He leads them on, step by step, they shall
find their assurance increase more and more, and their holy boasting
in Him will be increasingly warranted.
That is a precious word which we have in the 13th chapter of
the Epistle to the Hebrews. It is one which often feeds my own
soul, by the grace of God. It is partially a quotation from the Old
Testament: "Let your conversation be without covetousness, and be
content with such things as ye have, for He hath said, I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee." That was the word on which the
writer of this remarkable Epistle to the Hebrews rested, for he draws
in the next verse this practical conclusion: "So that we may boldly
say, the Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear what man shall do
unto me." We, too, may" boldly say" ; for the people of God hase
every reason to boast in Him, tD be strong in hope, and, amidst all
their changes within and without, to realize that their God is still"I am He." "Lo, I am with you always, even unto the erld of the
age." This was tha sweet promise the Lord Jesus left with His
Church when He was to be no longer seen by the eye of nature.
Yet to faith He is still very present. "Lo, I am," not I will be,
as in the future; but "I now am."
This is always true, every
moment in the history of the dear child of God, and in the career
of the Church of God. "Even to your old age I am He," to the
end of the world He is with us.
SECOKDLY.-Mark the Divine Responsibility involved in the statement,
"I have made."
This fact affects, as has been observed, the moral
character of God. We take this expression, "I have made," in a
two-fold application. That is, not only in the sense of God's being the
Creato?" of man, but also, and specially in the case of His own dear
people as their RegenemtoT. "For we are His workmanship." The
saints are God's handiwork.
He, the mighty One, is the sovereign
gracious, effectual 'Worker. We believers "are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained [or, margin, prepared] that we should walk in them." These
"good works" are evidential of God's new creation work in His dear
people. They constitute the "fruit" by which the nature of the
tree comes to be known. A tree may be a good tree, but till it.
produce good fruit we are at a loss to determine its nature; when,
however, we see it bring forth fruit according to its kind, we know
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it to be a good tree. So, of the people of God, regenerated by
sovereign grace, we come to know them as the people of God, to
identify them as the children of the living God, by the spiritual
" fruit" they bring forth. 'l'he fruit does not, of course, constitute
them children of God, but we recognize them as the children of God
by "the fruit of the Spirit "-love, joy, peace, long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. We look for these
things where there is a profession of discipleship, where there is a
profcssion made of faith in Christ. Thus, then, it is written, "We
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before prepared that we should walk in them."
" I have made." The same word, it may be observed, is used in
Genesis i. 26, "And God said, let us make man." Let Us! Creation
is the joint work of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
" I have made." Yes; He has, and made and made again-made, and
n-made-not, however, by adaptation of pre-existing material. The
"flesh," in this matter, profiteth nothing. Spiritual regeneration is
a creation, not an adaptation. It is the production of a "new man;"
a "nell' creature." That which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 'fhat
which is begotten of the flesh is flesh. "He who sanctifieth and they
who are sanctified are all of one "-Fathet', "for which cause He is
not ashamed to call them brethren." All are of one Father. Those
who are re.made, new-made, new-created in Christ Jesus, begotten of
\lod the Holy Ghost, are indeed sons and daughters of the Lord
Almighty! No one of lower rank in the family or household of
faith is to be. found than a child of God! And if "a child," then
"an heir of God," and a. "joint heir" with Christ. No empty title
this! "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God." Children of God!
"And it is not yet made manifest what we shall be, but now are we the
sons of God." "Behold, what manner of love!" Oh, trace up this
new birth to its true, Divine, eternal origin, the love of the Father.
"We have not received the spirit of bondage," we believers in Christ,
'~again to fear, but we have received the spirit of sonship, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father." As dear Dr. HAWKER long since said, "None but
child1'en 'Abba' say."
Only
No, none but child1'en "Abba" say, except with the lip.
child1'en, with the heart, can speak to God in the family tongue, crying,
"Abba, Father-Father, dear Father!" Only children can thus
address the Father :-" Thy love, 0 Father, set me apart for Thyself
in the days of a past eternity. It was Thy love which chose me in
Christ, and committed me into His hands as the alone Mediator
between Thee and me.
It was because of Thy great love to my
soul that Thou didst lay help upon One who is Almighty, chosen
out of the people, God of God, and yet 'God manifest in flesh'
accomplishing that desire which Job expressed in the time of his
felt need-' Neither is there a daysman betwixt us, that might lay
his hand on us both.''' Yes,,Jesus alone can speak in tq,e language of
Elihu (in that same book of Job), "Behold, I am according to thy
wish in God's stead; I also am formed out of the clay." Jesus, as
2 L
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God, can lay His hand on God; and as Man, He can lay His
hand on man, being touched with the feeling of human infirmities,
having been in all points" proved" fl.S His brethren are "proved,"
yet without sin. Yes, all this grace i'l traceable to the love of the
Father, our salvation from first to last is His. ., Salvation belongeth
unto the Lord: Thy blessing is upon Thy people."
"I wil~ bear," because" I have made." God has thus been pleased
to make Himself responsible. By new-making His people, in regeneration, He has accepted the whole responsibility of supplying the needs
of His begotten ones. Oh, what a sure foundation for faith is this
Divine 1'esponsibility / "I have made." Twice He has made! There
fore He will bear. The word used for hear signifies l~t'ting 1tp. The
Lord, then, takes up His children into the arms of His infinite mercy.
That hymn is always in season" A debtor to mercy alone,
Of cOVe'Ilant mercy I Bing."
"As a father pitieth his own children, so the Lord pitieth those
who fear Him "-those who answer in grace to His call, "Seek ye
My face." The Lord's eye of love is ever fixed upon these, and He
pledges Himself, "I will lift up, I will take them in hand, I will be
responsible for them." The Lord Jesus taught these things in His
earthly ministry. He spread these green pastures of precious soulsatisfying truth before the flock of slaughter when He said, "I know
My sheep, and they follow Me. I give unto them eternal life, and
they shall never perish, neither shall anyone pluck them out of ~1y
hands. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all j and no
one is able to pluck them out of My Father's hands. I and My
Father are one." Thus, then, they are in His hands, and they can
never fall thence. Those Divine hands never relax their lo,ing grasp of
the saints. We, indeed, may lose sight of those hands. Believers may
cease believing so as to forget that they are in the hollow of their
Father's hand j yet, blessed be God, their want of realizing faith is not
the measure of their security, is n.)t the standard of their safety!
Remember, brethren, it is written of belie,ers in Christ, they are
"kept by the power of God," and I need only say in passing that the
power of God is omnipotence. "Kept by the pOIl'er of God," they
shall never perish! "I have made, and I will hear." He will lift
them up, He will gather them unto Himself. "Unto Him shall the
gathering of the people be." "I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
dmwall unto Me." "No man can come to :Me except the Father
which hath sent Me draw him, and I will raise him up at the last
day"-will raise him up in manifestation of glory. But, even now,
he shall be raised up, for the work of the Holy Ghost is a resU1"rection
work in the heart of the sinner.
And then, again, the promise runs, "I will carry." The original
word signifies to carry as a burden. And so the Lord lays His people
upon the sho~lders of His might. Blessed burden !-one of which He
never grows weary-a burden which He never lays aside, no, not for a
passing instant. He has so united His people unto Himself in life that
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the burden is not removeable. "Who shall separate 1" In the
~xperience of the new creation, as I have said, there is, on the part of
the quickened sinner, a mysterious partaking of "the Divine nature."
Varied imagery is used in Scripture to set forth this mystical union
between Christ and the Church. The natural body, with its many
members, illustrates, perhaps more forcibly than any other figure, the
~ssential quality of the union that subsists between Christ and the
redeemed. Thus," For as the body is one, and hath many members,
and all the members of that one body being many, are one body, so
also is Christ" -the Christ, namely, Jesus and His people. The union,
then, is perfect. The blessed burden of the Church J ehovah has once
for all laid upon His shoulders, and it will never be removed. 11 I
will carry." So it was, when the High Priest passed into the presence
of God in the Holy of Holies, he bore the names of Israel not only
upon his breast but on his shoulders, to signify that while the people of
God lie very near to the hea1·t of God, they are also upheld by His
strength-are loved and kept. Kept because loved. Loved with an
everlasting love, and therefore eternally kept. "I have 111,a,de, and I
will carry."
And now, lastly, the promise remains, "I will deliver you." Here
the original signifies cause to escape. The Lord does not pledge His
people that they shall not be sorely tried, tempted, and exercised in
soul and estate. He, however, promises them deliverance. No doubt
you have often been struck by that passage, 11 There hath no temptation taken you"- it is addressed to believers-" but such as is
common to man," says the text. The margin has it, "but such as is
1Jwdemte." "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
moderate, but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." Our natural impulse
is to evade danger, to avoid it, but you see God's way of escape is to
give grace, so that His tempted ones may be able to bear," to endure.
"Blessed is the man that endureth temptation," the being put to the
test. The Lord can say to His tried ones, "I have made, and therefore
I know your frailty. I have made-new-created you in Christ J esusand hence am acquainted with the state of each of you-the tender
blade first, presently the ear, and lastly the full corn in the ear."
In arranging the dispositions of providential trial and spiritual proof
God adapts His providences to the condition of His loved ones.
Dear fellow-believers, this is our consolation in the midst of countless
crosses and trials -we ha,ve to do with a Father who knows exactly
the way that we are taking. "He knoweth," said Job, lithe way that I
take: when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold." Yes,
He will deliver, He will c'ause to escape.
"I shall come forth as
gold."
Such, then, is the way of the Lord with the objects of His love.
Such is the tenderness of His sympathy. And this leads to the
practical point of our meditation to-night.
We have considered
briefly the Lord's care a~ set forth in our text, His care for His precious people, even unto hoar hairs. May we learn of Him,' drink into
2 L 2
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the loving spirit of our heavenly Father, and seek-as means and
instruments in His hands~to minister to His dependent aged ones.
God, doubtless, brought the" AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY" into
existence, not merely that the needs of some of His venerable servants
might be met, but to give other of His people occasion to exercise a
loving ministry for Christ's sake.
This, brethren, is our privilege
to-night. If we ourselves have found the God of the promises faithful
-and we have I-we are thereby called to "look upon" the needs
of others, and, recognizing the special claims of the Lord's aged ones,
to minister to them according to our ability. The Society for which
I plead has been in existence for ninety-two years. It is providing
yearly pensions for fifteen hundred of the Lord's aged servants, of both
sexes. No one is eligible to receive a pension under sixty years of
age, nor until satisfactory proof of Christian character be forthcoming.
The pensions consist of five, seven, and ten guineas per annum.
Small allowances these, perhaps some may Le disposed to think, but
these loving offerings are greatly appreciated by the Lord's aged, poor
servants. I could' hope the day were not far distant when all the
grants would be ten guinea allowances. At the recent annual meeting
of ,the Society, one of the speakers munificently promised that if five
hundred of the annual subscribers of one guinea would double their
subscriptions, and make them two guineas, he would add two guineas,
up to one thousand guineas. I was greatly pleased to heat from the
Society's excellent Secretary, Mr. HAZELTON, this evening, that fiveand-twenty friends have already promised to double their subscriptions
in future. Certainly God put that generous thought into the heart
of His almoner. We see His own good hand in it. Oh, may oUl'
own hearts be stimulated by that example of Christian stewardship,
and may we, too, seek to do more than we have heretofore done for
the Lord's dear aged servants in connection with this admirable
Society. It should be known that the daily expenditure of the
committee is £36. Thirteen thousand pounds are annually expended
in these Pensions and on the Homes.
May the Lord give us liberal hearts to-night, and may His blessing rest on His preached Word, for Christ's sake. Amen.
A PRAYER.
PRECIOUS JErl1Us! Thou almighty Author of all our happiness! Be
Thou to me all I need, all I wish, and all I want! Thou art indeed
the Rest, the only Rest, for poor sin-sick souls. Thy precious blood
is the only fountain to cleanse, Thy righteousness the only robe to
clothe. Thy Person the only source of happiness, for grace here, and
glory to all eternity. Return thf'n, "return unto thy Rest, 0 my soul;
for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee."-Dr. Hawker.
ALL the promises of man to man ought to be conditional; it is only
for God to make absolute promises, for He is unchangeable and
omnipotent.- Toplady.
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DEATH OF BISHOP RYLE.
WITH profound regret we record the death of the Right Reverend Dr.
RYLE, D.D., first Bishop of the new See of Liverpool, 'ivhich took place
on Sunday afternoon, June 10th, at his residence, Helmingham Iiouse,
Lowestoft.
The Liverpool Courier, referring to the closing days of the good
Prelate's prolonged career, says :-" For many months, indeed for
a few years, the grand physique of Dr. RYLE had been slowly but
surely giving way before the attacks of age. His ment!l.l vigour was
unimpaired, and almost to the last he took a keen interest in public
affairs, and perused the daily papers with close .attention. But his
friends and medical attendants foresaw, ere he took his departure from
Liverpool a few weeks ago, that the end of the grand old Bishop was
very near.
His departure for Lowestoft was originally fixed for
March 8th, but his increasing illness made postponement necessary.
There was, however, a rally, and accompanied by several members of
his family he was, on Thursday, March 22nd, lovingly conveyed to the
East Coast. Helmingham House, South Lowestoft, was secured, and
there he has lingered a little with life flickering to its close."
The actual end came with little warning, the venerable patient's
nights, of late, having somewhat improved. Unconsciousness preceded
the departure by a few hours, and the BISHOP quietly fell asleep in
Jesus about two o'clock on Sunday afternoon, in presence of the Rev.
Professor RYLE, of Cambridge, and Miss RYLE, at the ripe age of 84.
Whether as a parish pastor or as an Evangelical Prelate, Dr. RUE
was a distinct personality. He has no successor.
JOHN CHARLES RYLE was the eldest son of the late Mr. JOHN
RYLE, M.P., of Macclesfield, where he was born in 1816, and often
in late life he has recalled the fact that the first time he went to
Liverpool it was riding at the head of a company of Cheshire
Yeomanry Cavalry. He "as educated at Eton (where he was in the
Eleven and distinguished as an athlete), and Christ Church, Oxford,
where he graduated in the year of the Queen's Accession, taking a
first-class in Classics and carrying off the Craven Scholarship. He was
not intended for Holy Orders, his father having been a rich banker,
and desiring that his son should enter Parliament; but his father's
failure compelled a change of plans, which at the time was a
crushing blow to young Mr. RYLE. He was not consequently
ordained till 1841, when the BISHOP of WINCHESTER (Dr. Richard
Sumner) admitted him to the diaconate, and licensed him to the
curacy of Exbury, Hampshire. After conferring full orders upon
him, the BISHOP presented him to the Rectory of St. Thomas s,
Winchester. He only held that living one year, LORD LYNDHURST,
the then Lord Chancellor, in 1844 presenting him to the Rectory
of Helmingham, Suffolk. From that year to 1880, when he was
appointed the first BISHOP of LIVERPOOL, he spent his life as a
Suffolk Rector, first at Helmingham, and then at Stradbroke.
It was not as a preacher or speaker or parish clergyman that he nrst
rose into fame, but as a writer of Evangelical tracts. He published
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no fewer than 200, all of them written in a terse, vivid, epigrammatic
style. They have been translated into every European language, and
even into Chinese and Hindustani, and the circulation has reached
tens of millions.
Mr. RYLE served two terms of office as select Preacher at Oxford
and one at Cambridge, and became, in 1872, an Honorary Canon
of Norwich Cathedral, when, on the death of DEAN HAMILTON in
the spring of 1880, LORD BEACONSFIELD offered him the Deanery of
Salisbury. The offer was accepted, and the appointment was regarded
not only as a recognition of CANON RYLE'S far-reaching personal
influence, but as an acknowledgment of the claims of "theschool of thought" of which he was one of the most prominent,
exponents. The gratification was tempered by a certain element of
'speculation as to how far the champion of Evangelical truth and
Protestant principles would find a congenial field of effort amid thestrongly-marked High Church associations of Salisbury; but any discussion of the prospect was cut short by the unexpected announcement
that the PRIME MunsTER had nominated the Dean.designate to be the
first Bishop of Liverpool. The claims of CANON RYLE were urged by
LORD HARROWBY (then LORD SANDON) and the late Mr. WHITLEY, both
of them members of Parliament for Liverpool, with the result that hewas gazetted on April 19th, 1880.
This nomination gave great satisfaction to the people of LiverpooL
Dr. RYLE was consecrated in York Minster on St. Barnabas's Day,
1880, by the Archbishop of York (Dr. THOMSON), assisted by the
Bishops of Durham (Dr. LIGHTFOOT), Manchester (Dr. FRASER), and
Chester (Dr. JACUBSON).
The preacher was CANON HOARE, of
Tunbridge Wells.
The post of first Bishop of the new diocese was necessarily oneof peculiar difficulty. Everything had to be organized ab initio.
There was no corporate feeling among the clergy, and among the
rich merchants many wer~ not members of the Church of England.
The BISHOP, however, was eminently a man of practical common
sense; and he determined to devote his remaining years to the
direct promotion of spiritual work, the evangelization of the vast
population committed to his trust, the increase of suitable places
of worship, the increase of the clergy, and the bettering the financial
position of the more poorly paid members of their ranks.
The
more material work of building a cathedral for the diocese he
wisely' refused. to undertake.
His adherence to this decision
entailed upon him, of course, considerable High Church and other
criticism. But the conspicuous aL110unt of success which, during
the twenty years of his Episcopate, attended his spiritual policy,
abundantly justified his characteristic firmness in this particular.
Liverpool lacks a costly cathedral fabric to-day, while Trurothanks to Dr. BENSON-possesses such a shrine, but the nAW
northern See has made spiritual progress, of which the most lavish
expenditure of gold would be no equivalent. The remarkable
increase in the strength of the pastorate in Liverpool during BISHOP
RYLE'S administration, and the contemporary multiplication of
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miSSion rooms and churches, are facts which cannot with fairness
be ignored by the most inveterate foe of Evangelical principles.
'rhe secular Press, we rejoice to observe, has borne unstinted
testimony to the successful development of the late Bishop's policy
to put Liverpool's really spiritual interests in the forefront of his
administration, the material claims of the diocese ranking next,
but by no means faJ: in the rear.
'
The Times in its appreciative obituary of the deceased Prelate,
calls specific attention to this phase of his work, and says:"In his twenty years' episcopate, forty-two new churches and fortyeight new mission halls were consecrated and opened for divin,e
service, and there was a proportionate increase in the ranks of
his clergy; the number of incumbents rose from 170 to 206, and
that of the assistant curates from 120 to 220.
His administration settled problems such as that of 'poor livings' and
clergy pensions, while others were thinking about them; and a
diocese, in which there are now few livings under £250 a year
and which can boast a pension fund of £1,000 a year to relieve
the aged and out-worn clergy, can scarcely have suffered serious
mismanagement."
The leading organ, referring to other aspects of the BishOp's
Episcopate remarks :-" His methods of patronage were freely
attacked, little as a Bishop of Liverpool has to dispose of, and it is
true that he restricted it largely to men of his own way of thinking.
Dr. RYLE would no doubt say that he wanted as Archdeacons, men
with whom he could be in sympathy, while the advanced clergy would
urge th8.t they had a right to feel that there was some one near the
Bishop through whom they could make their wishes known. But these
clergy had a means of reaching him which he himself gave them in
the very liberal constitution of the Diocesan Confert:nce, and their
use of this means did not always coincide with the respect due to
the office, even if they denied it to the man. Considering what his
antecedents 'committed' him to, it may be acknowledged that he
proved 'wider' than the fears of his opponents and the intentions
of his friends. For himself, he never wa\'ered in his views. He was
as firm in his support of the Reformers as some are fierce in denouncing them." The Times concludes by remarking :-" If he was
a partizan Bishop, the development of Church work in the diocese
was creditable to the party of his deliberate choice." vYe can well
afford to leave this verdict as it stands, simply adding that it in
some measure conflicts with precedent comments in the same influential' journal on the decay of the Evangelical cause in the
National Church.
The interment of the remains of the beloved Bishop took place on
Thursday, June 14th, at Childwall, where Mrs. RYLE was buried in
1889.
We understand that a wish was expressed that the first part
of the funeral service should take place in the Cathedral Church of St.
Peter, and only the committal portion at Childwall, but the following
telegram has been received from PROFESSOR RYLE :-" Family very
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grateful for kind suggestions, but prefer themselves the simplicity of
Childwall."
The English Churchm.n (June 14th) published the following
appreciation of the late Bishop, wich we are sure will be endorsed by
our readers:The death of the venerable Dr. RYLE, first Bishop (If the new See of
Liverpool, has quickly followed on his retirement from the active
duties of the Episcopate. He peacefully entered into rest on Sunday
afternoon.
Always :1ccustomed to hard work, the late Prelate rendered the most
laborious of his many services during the last two decades of his life,
after having attained his sixty-fourth year, for he had passed his grand
climacteric when, in 1880, Mr. DIsRAELr-as the Prime Minister then
was-nominated him to the QUEEK for Episcopal honours. To undertake the vast responsibility of organizing a diocese comprising a
population such as that of the great northern seaport, and possessing
wholly inadequate ecclesiastical institutions, demanded the qualifications
of courage and faith in a degree which even in men less advanced in
life would have been conspicuous. When. however, Dr. RYLE recognised
that the call to higher office in the National Church-not of his own
seeking-was plainly providential, he did not hesitate to accept the
exalted position and responsible duties allotted to him. A man of deep
personal piety, and accustomed to deal with the daily e,ents of life in
a spirit of prayer, he entered upon his new office not without fear and
trembling. The pride of Prelacy, too pre,alent on the Episcopal bench
to-day, and so obnoxions in men professing to rule in the name of the
meek and lowly One, was happily lacking in him. He was no courtier
Bishop. His occasional appearances in the House of Lords were usually
associated with the duties of the Chaplaincy. Xor did he ever cordially
second the ambitions of those who were in favour of the erection of a
costly Liverpool cathedral.
From the first day in the administration of his diocese he set
himself to overtake the spiritual needs of his ,ast flock. Unlike
Dr. BENSON, of Truro, BISHOP RYLE felt that the primary duty of the
organizer of a newly-formed diocese was less to gather vast funds for
the erection of a material fabric in which a ritual more or less ornate
might be celebrated to gratify the oosthetic tastes of a few, than to
set in motion Apostolic methods for gathering out of the masses of the
people those" living stones" which, built up in the truth of the Gospel
of Divine grace, grow" unto an holy temple in the Lord." The multiplication of Mission Rooms, in which simple Evangelical services might
be conducted, and the way of salvation through faith in Christ
crucified be preached, was always earnestly advocated and practically
promoted by the BISHOP.
During his Episcopate no fewer than
forty-two new Churches and forty-eight new Mission Halls were opened
for worship, while a proportionate increase in the supply of Clergy
took place. The number of Incumbents rose from 170 to 206, and
that of Assistant Curates from 120 to 220. The BISHOP'S adminis-
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,tration, as the Times appreciatingly points out, settled problems such
as that of "poor livings," and "clergy pensions," while other Bishops
were thinking about them; and a diocese in which there are now few
livings under £250 a-year, and which can boast a pension fund of
£1,000 a-year to relieve the aged and worn-out Clergy, furnishes a
noble object-lesson for imitation. During his Episcopate upwards of
130,000 young persQPs were confirmed, and it should be borne in mind
that Dr. RYLE'S very decided views on the subject of "conversion"as set forth in his well-known tracts-led to the maintenance of a
high standard of personal experience in candidates. The Church
Missionary and Church Pastoral Aid Societies held the first place
in his estimation, although on several occasions he lent the influence
of his presence at meetings in behalf of societies whose principles
were out of sympathy with those named-an exercise of official consideration towards non-Evangelical Churchmen which did not pass
without criticism amongst some of the Bishop's most attached friends,
including ourselves.
It was indeed characteristic of his Episcopate to display a measure
of toleration towards those from whom he differed, though he never
shrank from expressing his personal convictions boldly and incisively.
In matters affecting doctrine he rigidly drew the line at the Church's
authorized standards. The Church, lie used to say, which regarded
Deism, Socinianism, Romanism, and Protestantism with equal favour,
or equal indifference, was a mere Babel, a" city of confusion," and
not the city of God. Any clergyman, he maintained, who, having
entered into a solemn contract with the nation to teach in accordance
with the Thirty~nine Articles and the Book of Co~mon Prayer, then
proceeded to celebrate the Mass, to enforce Auricular Confession,
and to inculcate Saint-worship, was disloyal to the Established
Church, and occupied an unwarrantable and untenable position.
His numerous charges, Diocesan Conference addresses, and published
discourses teem with faithful protest against Sacerdotalism and the
illegal and unscriptural practices of the Sacerdotalists. His clerical
career had opened coincidently with the inception of the
Tractarian Movement, of which his Uniyersity was the birthplace, and probably no man in our own later times was more
accurately informed on the subject of the genius, aims, and
methods of the "Oxford Movement" than he. His own frank and
typically English nature rllbelled against the sinister inspiration of the
Romanizing conspiracy. Several of the Protestant lectures delivered
by him in connection with the Church Association, prior to his elevation
to the Episcopate, remain a lasting evidence of his firm attachment tu
the principles of the Reformation, and we are glad to state that a new
edition of his standard work, Principles for Ohurchmen, containing
his "Farewell Letter to the Diocese of Liverpool," has just been published by Mr. C. J. THYNNE, from whom the BISHOP'S other numerous
books may also be obtained. We recently noticed a volume of his
sermons-his only printed discourses, powerful preacher though he
was. His Gospel tracts, some 200 in number, have been translated
into all the leading languages of Europe, and no more fitting memorial
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could be promoted than to circulate a hundredfpld these earnest,
pointed, and truly Evangelical expm,itions of the Word of God. The
name of Liverpool's first Bishop will retain an honoured place on the roll
of the Prelates of the Reformed Church of England so long as time
lasts, for his works, which were wrought in God, do follow him. His
"speech and preaching were not with enticing words of man's wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power."
If the priest-betrayed Church of England is to be saved from
overthrow, the work of reform must begin in the ranks of the
Episcopate, and" false brethren" must make way for faithful and loyal
men who, like the late BISHOP RYLE, are" not ashamed of the Gospel of
Christ," nor afraid to avow themselves followers of the Protestant,
Reformers of the sixteenth century.

DEATH OF MR. LEONARD COLLINGRIDGE.
WITH deepest regret we record the decease of Mr. LEONARD
COLLINGRIDGE, senior Partner in the firm of Messrs. W. H. and L.
COLLINGRIDGE, Proprietors and Publishers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
which took place, after a very brief illness, at his residence,
Kenmore, Shepherd's Hill, Highgate, on the 24th of May.
Mr. COLLINGRIDGE always took a personal and practical interest in
the MAGAZINE, and readily seconded any suggestions we made for
the furtherance of its usefulness amongst GOD'S people. His generou!>
co-operation in the production of the" TOPLADY Kumber," last year,
will never be forgotten by us, involv:ing, as it did, considerable
extra expenditure. Our Christian condolences are proffered to the
members of Mr. COLLINGRIDGE'S bereaved family.
It may be added, for the information of our readers, that the
MAGAZINE will in no way be affected by the lamented removal of
the leading Partner in its proprietorship.

WHO can describe the workings of a heart in love with Christ, and
the care one is brought into because of that love and standing 1 Trials
the world knows nothing of, for the Church often has to weep under
spiritual desertion-not actual, but in feeling. Look at her alternate·
experience :-now conflicted with sharp temptations, again triumphing
in' Christ; declining and withering, longing, seeking, thirsting;
sometimes filled and fired with love when beloved, and at other times
falling into carnal security. We repeat, Who can describe the
workings of the heart of a child of God in love with his Saviour 1
They must be felt to be understood. Here is the great comfort-at
least it has been to my soul-that, with it all, "the root of the matter
is found in me" (Job xix. 28); and if the root, it shall be the fruit,
which shall find its fruition in the kingdom of glory.-George Oowell.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
IT is announced that, in view of the forthcoming General Election,
Sir WILLIAM HARCOURT is devoting great attention to the question
of the Romanizing teaching and practices of the Ritualistic clergy in
the Established Church, and that the intolerable condition of things
at present existing-by the permission of the Bishops -will form
one of the leading subjects on which the electorate will be asked
to give a decision. This is most desirable. The issue is no mere
political matter. It affects the purity of the nution's faith and
worship. As long as "the Protestant Reformed Religion" remains
" established by law" it is the duty of the people to see that the Faith
of the Gospel-for which their forefathers died at the Papal stakeis preserved whole and undefiled. Protestant voters, who have never
yet voted at an election, must on the coming occasion record their
suffrages at the ballot boxes, not a vote must be left unpolled" for
God and country."-" Vigilant," writing in the English Churchman,
observes :-" It is evident that there must have been a large
number of secessions of the clergy from the ranks of the rebel
English Church Union during the past twelve months. Its new
annual report has just been issued, and from it I learn that
although many clergymen have joined the Union during the year,
the number of clerical members and associates of this is only 4,163,
while in last year's annual report they were stated as 4,357, being
a net loss of 194. There has been an increase of lay members and
associates of 1,684. These now number altogether 34,927. Of this
last number, however, no fewer than 13,767 are only 'Enrolled
Associates,' whose subscriptions amounted in all to only £224 2s. 7id.
-or rather less than fou1"pence each per annum! "-The Rome correspondent of the 11!f.oming Pust telegraphs to that journal :-Clerical
circles in Rome have been for the last ten days busily engaged in
denying reports of the scandalous disorder, amounting to a fight between
French and German pilgrims in St. Peter's during" recent ceremony.
Something to the effect had been reported in some of the Italian papers,
but the Voce delta 1"e:rita denied the accuracy of any such occurrence. At
last the well.known German Catholic paper, the Kolnische ViJlkszeitung,
published a letter from Rome stating that the Vatican authorities
and the Prussian Legation to the Vatican had made a joint inquiry,
and had established that (1) a young French priest had without provocation struck an aged German priest j (2) the German hymns had
been hissed and howled down by the French pilgrims; (3) French
priests stood on the benches to give the signal for these anti-German
derp.onstrations j (4) a German lady was driven from her seat by
being pricked with a needle. The German journal further announces
that the condition of that part of St. Peter's was more like a turbulent
French open-air meeting than a ceremony in a church, and that, if
the POPE had not been carried into St. Peter's at the beginning of
the disturbances, a general fight would have rel!lulted. There is good
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authority for considering the announcement of the Kolnische Vijlkszeitung
to be perfectly correct~ Naturally the French and German Press
are much irritated, and some of the French articles on the subject,
approving the conduct of the French pilgrims, have created a deep
impression in Rome. The chronicles of previous Holy Years show
that fights between pilgrims of different nationalities were of constant
occurrence both in the streets and in the Basilicas. If nothing of the kind
has taken place in the streets during this Holy Year it is because the
Italian authorities have maintained the strictest order, but the Italian
Government is not responsible for what happens inside St. Peter's
when the POPE appears, as all Papal ceremonies are supposed to take
place with closed doors, no one being allowed to enter except by
special ticket.-The growth of the Young Men's Christian Association
during the past twenty years has been very remarkable. While in
1883, the year in which the National Council was formed, there were
only 188 associatIOns within the area represented by the English
Union, with a membership of 29,214, there are now 367 associations,
reporting a membership approximating 65,000, in addition to many
auxiliary societies, which have been affiliated, with a membership of
nearly 14,000. The value of buildings owned by the associationacquired in many cases largely through the council's co-operationhas increased during the same period from £153,637 to £548,020.A correspondent writes :-" By the kind co-operation of the Penrith
Y.M.C.A. and their friends, a time of refreshing has been enjoyed this
'Whitsuntide on the shores of Lake Ulleswater. Young men were
present from Accrington, Preston, Liverpool, Lancaster, and Penrith.
Mr. A. K. YMP acted a,s leader. The camp was 'beautiful for
situation,' and a season of the utmost enjoyment and usefulness was
spent. Time was found for helpful talks on the difficulties, &c., of the
work, and each worker has returned better equipped for service. Daily
excursions were arranged, and the mountains were made to echo with
hymns and choruses, especially on the afternoon, when a party, led
by Mr. YAPP and Mr. HUDSON, 'climbed the dark brow of the mighty
Helvellyn,' and held a hearty and impressive meeting on the summit.'
-The Council of the Evangelical Alliance, in view of the solemn crisis
in the history of China, which may largely affect the extension of the
Redeemer's kingdom, and in view of the peril to which the missionaries
and native converts are now exposed, urges upon ministers of all denominations to make this a subject of public prayer, and calls upon all
Christians to engage privately in special intercession.-The following
significant story comes from the Argentine Republic :-A Protestant
colporteur had succeeded in disposing of a large number of Bibles and
Testaments, and portions of Scripture and tracts, in two villages in the
province of Mendoza. He was followed by a priest who was in the
habit of visiting these places periodically. This man, who is said to
lead a scandalous life, went to one of the villages and commanded the
people with terrible threats to bring him all the literature they had
purchased from the Protestant. They obeyed, with the exception of
two families, and the books were publicly burnt, only the covers of
the Bibles escaping destruction. Let those who would have us
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believe that Romanism has lost much of its intolerant nature through
the spread of civilization, note and ponder.-A contemporary has the
following paragraph, the sentiments of which we cordially endorse : .. What Romanism means to-day as a religion, and that in the very
centres of civilization, is illustrated by the recent death at Paris of
an old beggar woman named MARIE ZEO. The poor woman, a devout
Roman Catholic, fasted three times a week; was accustomed to pray
kneeling in cold water; applied burning coals to her body and lashed
herself with a leathern throng covevered with nails. She wore a hair
shirt, and her body was covered with burns and wounds. She was
sixty-two, and her death is attributed to her self-inflicted tortures.
The Divinity she worshipped n;ight have been Baal or Diana. What
is to be said of a system which develops such ideas in its votaries 1"
-The Church Missionary Society has been able to use the phonograph
for a very practical purpose. 'fhe Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the
Ten Commandments, together with a number of sentences in Hausa,
have been spoken into the phonograph, so that a colleague who was
beginning to learn the language might hear the pronunciation. This
method of language-learning seems capable of wide adaptation.-We
advise our friends not to subscribe in response to an appeal which
has recently been circulated by the Vicar and Churchwardens of
Clapham Parish Church, the purport of which is to provide a memorial
window or some other article to be placed in that Ritualistic edifice in
memory of those great Evangelical leaders who have been contemptuously called "the Clapham Sect," including the Rev. JOHN VENN,
WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, CHARLES SIMEON, and others.
According to
published statements, the present Rector of Clapham belongs to the
English Church Union, uses in his services the mixed chalice, and
"altar" lights, and adopts the sacrificial (eastward) position at the
Lord's table. Until Clapham Church is purged from these AntiProtestn,nt and Anti-Evangelical innovations, no real lover of the
memory of such faithful teachers and preachers as CHARLES SmEoK
and JOHN VEXX should provide funds to be expended-in any way
whatever-in that building. Alluding to the appeal of the Rector, the
English Ohurchman says :-" The letter of the Rev. C. P. GREENE,
Rector of Clapham, appealing for subscriptions to put up a memorial
to WILBERFORCE and other leaders of the Evangelical Revival in the
pn,rish church has called forth a good deal of co=ent. Letters to the
Times and Daily News have pointed out the incongruity of an KC.D'.
Rector suggesting a memorial should be erected amid such surroundings
as are now to be found in Clapham Parish Church. The correspondents
might have added that when St. Paul's Church, Clapham, one of three
churches in the gift of the Rector, became vacant in 1890, by the
resignation of the Rev. G. FORRESTER, a decided Evangelical and a
worthy successor of Mr. VENN, Mr. GREENE showed no regard for the tra
ditions of the church or of Clapham, but appointed his own Curate to the
living. We would remind the Rector of Clapham that actions speak more
loudly than words. A leading article in the Standard on the' Clapham
Sect,' is an evidence of the animosity still entertained in High-Church
qun,rters for Evangelical religion.
It is, moreover, grossly unfair.
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Evangelical men may be few and far between among the dignitaries of
the Church, but if anyone imagine that the principles of the 'Clapham
Sect' have had their day we need only refer him to the reports of the
Church Missionary Society and of the Bible Society, and hosts of
others.
Politicians may see fit, as men of the world, to ignore
Evangelicals, but they exist all the same, and are fulfilling their parts
for Christ, at home and abroad.-The BISHOP of ROCHESTER, in his
Diocesan Chronicle for June, makes the startling assertion that the
admission of unbaptized persons to the blessings of Christian marriage
is a "grave solecism." Dr. TALBoT would relegate all who have not
received baptism to the registry office. It may be remembered that a
Lincolnshire clergyman recently took a similar line, and was supported
by BISHOP KING, with the result that a loyal but unbaptized couple
migrated to a neighbouring and more tolerant diocese. - The deplorable
proposal that a "Round 'rable" should be held, consisting of Ritualists
and Protestants, with a view of reconciling doctrinal and ceremonial
differences, has evoked such ontspoken opposition from the more
decided section of the Evangelical Press that it is, happily, doubtful
whether the event will come off. Prebendary WEBB-PEPLOE, who is
responsible for having raised the question in the London Diocesan
Conference, has written to the newspapers in terms which leave the
public in doubt as to what his original intentions really were. It is
deeply to be regretted that he ever consented to be identified with the
proposal.
For, the differences between the faith and worship of
Sacerdotalists and those of Christians are absolutely in-econcilable, and
must remain so till time shall be no longer. When J udaizing teachers
in the Galatian Churches perverted the faith, and encouraged the observance of rites and ceremonies which were inconsistent with "the Gospel
of Christ," the Apostle Paul did not propose a conference with the
enemies of God's truth, but wfote his monitory Epistle to the laity
in the Churches of Galatia deprecating in the most scathing terms
"any other gospel," although it might be preached by "an angel
from heaven," and solemnly warning them against a return to the
weak and beggarly elements of the ceremonial law, "the observance
of days, and months, and times, and years." What is needed at the
present crisis in the National Church is a bold and uncompromising
policy of reformation, whereby false teachers and their counterfeit
« gospels" would be cast out, and true and faithful pastors of Christ
put in their places.
Failing this, the Church will come into
judgment, for He who holds the stars in His right hand still walks
with authority among the golden candlesticks, and visits the Churches
according to their" works."-The desecration of the Lord's Day, not
only by the giddy, godless multitude, but hy those who are
responsible in Ohurch and State to set a good example to the people,
is becoming appalling. We deeply deplore a new departure in the
postal service. The authorities have announced that Sunday work in
future will be compulsory on all the staff, and this action has
nat,urally created ill-feeling on the part of those who hold conscientious
.objections to Sunday labour. The Press states: "Already the
,grievance has become so acute that many of the latter have resigned,
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and appealed to Mr. SAMUEL SMITH, M.P., to champion their cause.
'1'he result of his efforts so far has been to elicit from the POS'l'MASrERGENERAL the fact that' the supply of volunteers for Sunday work
having run short, the authorities have called upon certain juniors who
entered the service 011 the express condition that they would be
liable to Sunday duty." We presume this latest development in the
direction of secularizing the Lord's Day must be credited to the late
Roman Catholic Postmaster-General, the DUKE of NORFOLK.-By an
overwhelming majority the parishioners of Stonehouse (Gloucestershire)
recently voted down a proposal to apply for a faculty to place 11
Latin cross and a pair of candlesticks behind the Communion-table,
either on the sill of the East window, or on a "re-table." The Vicar
had placed such" ornaments" without a faculty, but in the afternoon
of May 11th they mysteriously disappeared! The Vicar describes
their removal as "a horrible sacrilege." The pa,rishioners do llOt
regard it in the same light. 'l'he Vicar found only twelve supporters
to seventy-eight against him!
CRY ALOUD, A.ND SPARE NOT!
CHRISTIANS awake! the foe is in the land!
No open foe who frankly draws the sword,
Blazoning his enmity on helm and shield,
But who, disguised as shepherd, rends the flock:
Who, in the robe of priest, betrays t,he Church;
Who, in the garb of friend, defiles our home!
They who are faithful to their own liege lord,
Although that lord be with tiara crowned;
They who are faithful to their chosen creed,
Albeit that creed be antichristian lies,
Merit a modicum of honest praise
For their own honesty and zeal sincere.
But with what speech of reprobation stern,
What biting words of scorn and keen contempt,
What righteous ire, with Phinehas'vengeful spear,
What utter loathing of all upri~ht minds
Shall they be visited, who, bound by vow
Entirely voluntary, to teach God's truth
And uproot enor, do the exact reverseDoctrines of devils spre!jod, and idols serve;
Burn incense to Heaven's Queen, Astarte once,
But now Madonna styled-corrupt the young
In foul confessional, and the way of life
Tread not themselves, and hinder those who WOuld;
Pray to, and for the dead, and set aside
As insufficient, Christ's one sacrifice,
Once offered, once accepted, once for all;
And bloodless sacrifices, worthless, offer
Which never can sin's guilt or sting remove.
God of Our martyred fathers, hear our cry!
Awake Thy people, gracious Saviour-God,
That they, in love sincere, may front this foe,
Strong in Thy strength to conquer or to die!
G. SHERRINGTON.MoRRIS.
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PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD.
THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON, of Bath, whose portrait appeared
not long since in our columns, delivered the following address at
the recent meeting of the South Midland Protestant Union, held at
Tewkesbury. The thesis on which he spoke was "Prayers for the
Dead-why we Protest against them." Mr. HOUGHTO:\, said :-The
time at my disposal is very limited.
I will therefore, without any
introduction, proceed to discuss the subject placed in my hands.
First, observe that Prayers for the Dead are now openly taught
and practised by a large number of Clergymen of the Church of
"The Guild of All Souls," founded in 1873, which
England.
teaches the doctrines of Purgatory, Prayers and Masses for the
Dead, includes amongst its members 646 clergymen. The annual
report of the Guild for 1895, stated that it had 3,188 members
altogether.
The same report stated that "During November (in
addition to those on All Souls' Day), -there were 991 Special
Requiem Masses in connection with the Guild, and the regular
Requiem Masses maintained throughout the year are now, at least,
480 each month." In the Manual of the Guild of All Souls several
"Litanies for the Faithful Departed" are printed.
The Priest's
Prayer Book, on page 188, has this petition for the faithful dead"From cruel flames, good Lord, deliver them.
From intolerable
cold, good Lord, deliver them." At the memorial service held at
St. Paul's Cathedral, Dec. 19th, 1899, prayer for those who had
fallen in the war was publicly offered. At St. Anne's Church, Buxton,
I myself saw a notice in the porch, on June 20th, 1898, asking
for our prayers for a number of dead people. (Reference was also
made to LURD HALIFAX'S declaration. at Bradford, quoted by Sir
W. HARCOURT in the Times, October, 1898.)
Secondly, observe that Prayers for the Dead are now sanctioned
and encouraged by the highest ecclesiastical authorities in the
Church of England. The ARCHBISHOP of YORK (Dr. :JLl.CLAGAX) has
referred to Prayers for the Dead as a "godly custom " which may
rightly be followed in private prayer, though not at present tolerated
in the public services of the Church! The ARCHBISHOP of CAXl'ERBURY
(Dr. TEMPLE), in his Primary Charge, delivered in October, 1898,
said :-"We see men die who seem to be forgi,en, but nevertheless are so full of imperfections that we can hardly believe them
as yet fit for heaven. They are not sanctified.
They have not
that holiness without which no man can see the Lord. We have
no right to invent accounts of the way in which they may be
-purified." This looks as though he believed that the dead have
to pass through a purifying process before they reach heaven. In
the same Charge he said :-" In our private prayers there is nothing
in the Church of England teaching to forbid our prayers for those
whom we love, and who are gone before .us, but in our 'public
worship' there is need of that kind of reverence which restrains
the language, and which perpetually acknowledges our own
ignorance-our ignorance both as to what is happening in the world

The Gospel Magazine.

481

of spirits, and our ignorance of how God will bring to a completion
the work which He has begun in Christian souls."
Thus both
Archbishops speak approvingly of private prayers for the dead!
The ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY has now gone further than this.
Empowered by the" Lords of HER MAJESTY'S Most Honourable Privy
Council," which consisted of himself, the ARCHBtSHOP of YORK, and
the Lord President, he has officially sanctioned, f'Jr the first time
since the Reformation, the use of Prayers for the Dead in the
"public services" of the Church of England!
The principle
underlying this action of the Archbishop seems to be the claim
that Convocation, or the Privy Council alone, have an equal, or
a co-ordinate power to amend the beliefs, or change the discipline
of the Church vf England. (See Col. SANDYS' letter to the Archbishop, English Ohurchman, March 8th, 1900.)
The claim Col.
SANDYS rightly stigmatizes as "unwarrantable and unreasonable; as
well as unconstitutional."
Observe also that Praye:rs for the Dead a1'e directly ,:-ontm1'y to
the teacMng of the Ohurch of England.
1. They are contrary to
her rule of faith-the Bible. Enoch aud Elijah went not to Purgatory,
but to Heaven (Heb. xi. 5; 2 Kings ii. 1, 11). The Psalmist
expected to be received to glory (Psalm lxxiii. 2-!). The thief on
the Cross went direct to Paradise
(Luke xxiii. 43; 2 Cor. xii.
2, 4). Lazarus was carried to Abraham's bosom, and was" comforted,"
not tormented in the flames of Purgatory- a doctrine closely
associated with the doctrine of Prayers for the Dead.
Stephen
expected to be received by Jesus into Heaven (Acts vii. 55-59).
Paul said, "to die is gain," and "to depart and to be with Christ
is far better."
"Absent from the body" means being "present
with the Lord." If the Lord's people go to Purgatory, then their
Lord must be there too. Ephesians iii. 15, teaches that the whole family
No mention is made of
of God are in heaven and on earth.
Purgatory. There is no Prayer for the Dead in he whole Bible,
and no injunction is given anywhere in the Bible to pray for the
departed. 2. They are Gontrary to the teaching of her Prayer Book.
In the Prayer Book of 1549, Prayers for the Dead occurred in the
Communion Service and in the Burial Service. These were deliberately
struck out in 1552, and have never since been replaced. Omission
here is certainly prohibition.
(See our present Burial Service.)
3. They are contrary to the teaching of her articles. (See Articles
XXII. and XXXI.) 4. They are contrary to the teaching of her
EIomilies. (See Third Part of the Homily Concerning Prayer.) IV.
Observe, fourthly, that Prayers for the Dead are a denial lA the
sufficiency of the atonement.
They imply that the departed saint
is now suffering for sin, and so they deny the teaching of Rom.
viii. 1, 33, 34, and of John v. 24. V. They are a denial. of the
complete and perfect justification of the believer.
(See Heb. x.
14, 17, 18; 1 John i. 7.)
True believers have sufferings here,
but they are corrective, not propitiatory.
(See Heb. xii.)
VI.
Lastly, Prayers for the Dead, by implying the doctrine of Purgatory.
deprive the people of God of one of the most comforting assurances
2 M

The Gospel JVlagazine.
.of God's Word. What is more comforting to living believers than
the assurance that their Christian friends and relatives, who are
"absent from the body," are by consequence "present with the Lord"?
The doctrines of Prayers for the Dead, Purgatory, and Masses
for the Dead, all go together, and all must be uncompromisingly
resisted as wholly alien to the teaching of the infallible Word of
the living God.
OBEISANCE TO AN ALTAR, THE EAST"\VARD POSITION,
AND CROSSES.
ALSO at the meeting of the South Midland Protestant Union at
Tewkesbury, the following valuable paper was read by the Rev.
GEORGE MALLET, of Gloucester:In dealing with the thesis assigned to me I have ventured to attach
the greatest importance to the word" Altar," and I ask at once, "Have
we an Altar in the Christian Church?" We are met in the present
day with three very common assertions, of which it is of the utmost
importance to ascertain the truth or falsehood: they are-(I) That
the Clergy (Presbyters) are Sacrificing Priests; (2) That the Lord's
Table is an Altar; (3) That the elements of Bread and Wine are
offered to the Lord as a Sacrifice for Sin. And perhaps it is no
exaggeration to say that no words are more frequently upon the lips
of Sacerdotalists than "Priest," "Altar," and" Sacrifice," and these
they must use in a Jewish, Pagan, or Popish sense.
But I am bold to say that our Church of England formularies
never use them in the sense they put upon them-except to deny
their existence in the Christian Church. Under the Old Testament
dispensation there was a Divinely appointed Sacrificing Priesthrod,
and a material Altar for propitiatory Sacrifices. But then there
was only "one place," and "one Altar" of Sacrifice. The Lord
said, Deut. xii. 13, 14, "Take heed to thyself that thou offer not
thy burnt-offering in Qvery place that thou seest. But in the place
where the Lord shall choose in one of thy tribes there shalt thou
offer thy burnt-offerings, and there shalt thou do all that I command
thee." Again, in Lev. xvii. 8, 9, "Thus shalt thou say unto them,
whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the strangers
which sojourn among you, that offereth a burnt-offering or sacrifice,
and bringeth it not unto the door of the Tabernade of the congregation, to offer it unto the Lord; even that man shall be cut
off from among his people." That one Altar was abolished by the
one Sacrifice of Christ on Calvary, and there never has been any
real Altar for propitiatory Sacrifice since.
The worship of the· Christian Church is based upon the model of
the Syliagogue and not of the Temple, and there never was an Altar
in the Synagogue. But when Christianity began to borrow doctrines
and ceremonies from Paganism; and became the religion of the
State, altars of carved stone were introduced. In 509, at a Council
held at Aprone, in France, a decree was 'passed that no Altars should'
·be consecrated with the chrism except those built with stone. In our
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own country, the change from wood to stone was made about the
time of the Norman Conquest, and stone Altars were in general use
until the Reformation, when they were replaced by wooden Tables,
and the word Altar was expunged from our Prayer Book. Itwas
then directed too, that the Table should stand in the body of the
Church or Ohancel.
In 1845, the Court of Arches decided the
erection of Stone Altars to be illegal, and no attempt has been made
to reverse it (National Encyclopcedia, v01. i., 213).
But Altars are being again set up in spite of the fact that they
were swept away at the Reformation, and were utterly abolished by
Christ on the Cross, and are illegal in our Church. When our Lord
instituted His Supper, He did not preside at a material Altar-He
could not because He was not of the order of Aaron, for He was of
the tribe of Judah, "of which no man gave attendance at the
Altar." In the Temple, Christ was a Layman, and there was no
Altar of any sort in the Upper Room, consequently he could not,
and did not, offer there a propitiatory Sacrifice.
It was not the
" hour" of Sacrifice-nor the "place" of Sacrifice-His was not the
" posture" of Sacrifice, for He reclined. There was no victim slain,
and no blood shed, and there was no fire from heaven to burn up a
Sacrifice. Moreover, whatever, was put upon God's Altar was offered
by man to Him, and was always burnt up, and no portion of it was
ever taken off.
But whatever was put upon a table was given by
God to man, and eaten by man. Now, whatever our Lord did in
the Upper Room in the institution of the Lord's Supper we are
bound to do now-for He said, "This do in remembrance of Me."
Consequently, in our Scriptural and Protestant Church we have
neither Priests, Altars, nor Sacrifices; and the terms-Offer, Offering,
Sacrifice, are never once used respecting the elements of the Bread
and Wine in the Communion Service.
The only Sacrifices that can now be offered are-(l) Ourselves,
our souls and bodies-to be a reasonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice
unto Him (Rom. xii. 1, 2): (2) Our praises and thanksgiving-the
Sacrifice of praise to God continually-"that is the fruit of our lips,
giving thanks to His Name" (Heb. xiii. 15); (3) Our alms and oblations-that is, oblations as devoted to God, and alms as given to men"An odour of a sweet smell, a Sacri lice acceptable, well pleasing to
God." (Phil. iv. 18, and Prayer for the Church Militant). But all
these a Layman can offer without the aid of the Priest. Yet, a
Sacerdotalist may ask, Is not Christ a Priest after the order of
Melchiseded Yes, He is now, but He did not exercise any Priestly
function of any sort when He instituted His Supper. It is most
important to remember here that He is "a Priest for ever after the
{)rder of :NIelchisedec," so that He never dies-as ,the Aaronic Priests
did. Hence. we read in Heb. vii. 16, 17, that Christ was" made, not
after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an
.endless life; for He testifieth, Thou art a Priest for ever after the
order of Melchisedec." Then, contrasting the Aaronic Priests with
-Christ, the inspired writer says, verses 23, 24, "And they trdy were
many Priests because they were not suffered to continue by reason of
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death. But this man, because He continueth ever, hath an un·
changeable Priesthood." Again, verse 28, "For the law maketh men
Hi~h Priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which
was since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore."
The fact that the Melchisedecan Priest never dies necessitates the
belief that Christ's Priesthood did not begin before His death, otherwise it differed nothing from that of Aaron. It is remarkable, too,
that there is no mention of Melchisedec offering Sacrifice-all that is
related of him is, that He brought forth brel:l,d and wine and blessed
Abraham. The Aaronic Priests were all of one family and one order.
::;0 now, if Christ.'s Ministers form the Melchisedecan Priesthood, they
must all be of the same family-all must be of the same Order as
Christ, and officiate in the same Sanctuary as He does. The absurdity
of such a claim will appear when we note that Sacerdotal Priests do
not live for ever-that they do not minister in the same Sanctuary,
and that Christ's priesthood is intransmissible
But a Sacerdotalist may ask, "Does not the writer to the
Hebrews say, '",Ve have an Altar 1'" Yes, he does, but this has not
the least reference to an Altar in the Christian Church. The writer
wrote as a Christian Jew, to Jews. The Temple was still standing,
and as a matter of fact the Apostles and other converted Jews continued to attend the Temple prayers-and blessing God, thus served
or worshipped Him there. From Lev. iv. and xvi., we find that once
a year, on the great day of Atonement, a solemn offering was made
for the congregation, and that the blood of this offering-the sinoffering-was carried within the ,ail, but the body of it ,,-as carried
without the camp and burnt-no pa17 of it was eaten. The Divine
Rubric runs thus: "The bullock for the sin offering, and the goat
for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement
in the holy place, shall one carry forth without the camp; and they
shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, and their dung."
It is of this offering that the Apostle says, "We have an Altar
whereof they have no right to eat who serve (in) the Tabernacle.
For the bodies of those beasts whose blood is brought into the
sanctuary by the High Priests for sin, are burned without the camp.
Wherefore, Jesus, that He might sanctify the people with His own
blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto
Him without the camp bearing His reproach. For here we have no
continuing city, but we seek one to come. By Him, therefore, let
us offer to God the sacrifice of praise continually, that is, the fruit
of our lips, giving thanks to His name. But to do good and to
communicate forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased."
Nothing can be clearer then than that this Altar is not the Lord's
Table. It was in the open air. The fire upon it was never suffered
to go out. Nothing offered upon it by man to God was ever taken
olf again, or eaten; but consumed by fire from heaven. Those, therefore, who would eat the flesh and drink the blood of Christ in a
literal, or indeed in any sense-except a symbolical one, or by faithwould be guilty of eating· the "sin offering," a thing the Hebrews
were divinely forbidden to do.

The Gospel lj.[agazine.

485

THE HOMILIES OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.
By THE EDITOR.
IT appears that a few weeks after the accession of EDWARD the
SIXTH, in the year 1547, Commissioners were appointed at the
instance of CRANMER, by an order in Council, to visit all England
and inquire into the discipline and religious practice of both the
clergy and the people. The result revealed a deplorable state of
ignorance and superstition. Out of about 10,000 of the pre-reformation clergy not more, probably, than 400 refused to conform
nominally to the new order of things in the Church. The result
was, that, as the Latin Communion throughout the middle ages had
practically abandoned the ordi~ance of preaching, and had substituted
for it an endless round of sacerdotal performances (of which the drama
of the Mass was the centre), very few of the conforming clergy were
qualified to instruct the people from the pulpit in even the elementary doctrines of the Gospel of Christ. Pulpits themselves, indeed,
had now to be ordered t) be set up in the churches. Significantly
enough, the distribution of altars and images took place coincidently
with the destruction of the Apostolic Ordinance of Gospel preaching.
One of the first measures, therefore, taken by CRANMER and his fellow
Reformers was to lay the foundation of a Scriptural Theology in men's
minds by the production of a Book of Homilies (or plain discourses),
whose object was to unteach the false dogmas of the Church of Rome
and to instil the pure and undefiled truths of Evangelical Divinity
into the minds of the people. The First Book of Homilies was set
forth in the first year of EDWARD'S reign. It consisted of twelve
discourses, namely :-" A Fruitful Exhortation to the Reading of
the Holy Scripture; Of the Misery of all Mankind; Of the True
and Lively Faith; Of Good Worles; Of Christian Love and Charity;
Against Swearing and Perjury; Of the Declining from God; An
Exhortation against the Fear of Death; An Exhortation to Obedience;
Against Whoredom and Adultery; Against Strife and Contention."
The Preface to the original edition of the First Book of
Homilies .(in the course of which it should be noted that
the word "Mass" for the Lord's Supper was stin retained by
the Reformers) ran as follows :-" The KING'S Most Excellent
Majesty, by the prudent advice of his most dear beloved'
lUlcle, EDwARD, DUKE of SOMERSET, governor of His Majesty's
person, and protector of all His Highness' realms, dominions and subjects, with the rest of His Most Honourable
Counsel, most graciously considering the manifold enormities
which heretofore have crept into his Grace's realm through the
false usurped power of the Bishop of Rome, and the ungodly doctrine
of his adherents, not only unto the great decay of Christian religion,
but also (if God's mercy were not) unto the destruction of innumerable
souls, which through hypocrisy and pernicious doctrine were seduced
and brought from honouring of the alone, true, living, and eternal God,
unto the worshipping of creatures, yea, of stocks and stones; from
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doing the commandments of God, unto voluntary works and fantasies
invented of men; from true religion unto Popish superstition; considering also the earnest and fervent desire of his dearly beloved
8ubjects to be delivered from all errors and superstition, and to be
truly instructed in the Very Word of God-that lively food of man's
soul, whereby they may learn unfeignedly, and according to the mind
of the Holy Ghost expressed in the Scriptures, to honour God, and to
serve their King with all humility and subjection, and godly and
honestly to behave themselves toward all men . . . and clearly
to put away all contention which hath heretofore risen through
diversity of preaching, is the true setting forth and pure declaring of
God's Word, which is the principal guide and leader unto all godliness and virtue :-finally that all Curates, of what learning soever
they be, may have some. godly and fruitful lessons in a readiness to
read and declare unto their parishioners for their edifying instruction
and comfort; hath caused a Book of Homilies to be made and set
forth, wherein is contained certain wholesome and godly exhortations
La move the people to honour and worship .Almighty God, and
diligently to serve Him, everyone according to his degree, state, and
vocation, the which Homilies his Majesty commandeth and strictly
chargeth all Parsons, Vicars, Curates, and all other having spiritual
cure, every Sunday in the year at High Mass, when the people be
most gathered together, to read and declare to their parishioners,
plainly and distinctly, in such order as they stand in the book, except
any Sermon be preached j and then for that cause only and none other,
the reading of the said Homily to be deferred unto the next Sunday
following."
The aim of the writers of these twelve discourses-who most probably
were CRAKMER, RIDLEY, and LATIMER-was to establish a clear recognition of the paramount authority of Holy Scriptme j to lay a
solid foundation for piety in a deep conviction of the wretchedness
wrought by sin; and then to insist upon the ancient and Scriptural
doctrine of Salvation by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to the
exclusion of all concurrent merit of human works and obedience.
'l'raditional observances-such as the fallen Chmch of Rome had
for centuries. enforced on the credulity of her followers-are
characteristically spoken of as that "counterfeit religion." The
. whole volume proves that, whatever the leading Reformers thought
of Transubstantiation and the Lord's Supper at that early stage of
the Protestant Reformation, they clearly apprehended the grand
foundation truth that the sinner's justification before God lies in
the imputation to faith of the vicarious righteousness of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
We cannot with certainty assign all the Homilies contained in the
:First Book to their respective writers j bnt those on Salvation,
:Faith, and Good Works were probably penned by CRANMER j while,
from certain homely expressions contained in the Sermon "Against
Brawling and Contention," that one has been attributed to LATIMER,
who, upon the death of HENRY VIII., being released from prison,
accepted an invitation from his friend CRANMER to reside with· him

The Gospel M agazz"ne.

,-

487

at Lambeth, and is known to have assisted him In, composing the
Edwardian Book of Homilies.
In proof of the estimation in which these Homilies were held by the
earlier Refor)llers, even on the Continent, I may here quote the
language of the historian STRYPE, who says :-" No sooner were the
Homilies composed, and sent abroad; but the news thereof (and the
Book itself, as it seemed, already translated into Latin) came to
Strasburgh, among the Protestants there: where it caused great
rejoicing. And BucER, one ,of the chief ministers there, wrote a
gratulatory epistle hereupon to the Church of England, in Nov.
1547: which was printed the year after. Therein "-continues STRYPE
_ C l that learned and moderate man showed how these pious Sermons
were come among them, wherein the people were so godlily and
effectually exhorted to the reading of the Holy Scriptures; and Faitl;l
was so well explained, whereby we become Christians; and justification,
whereby we are saved; and the other chief heads of that Christian
religion so soundly handled. . . . He commended much the Homily
of Faith, the nature and force of which was so clearly and soberly
discussed j and wherein it was so well distinguished from the Faith
which was dead. He much approved of the manner of treating concerning the misery and death we are all lapsed into by the sin of our
first parent; and how we are rescued from this perdition, only
by the grace of God, and by the merit and resurrection of His
Son." %
The salutary effect of the public reading in the parish churches
throughout the land of these simple, and pronouncedly Evangelical
Sermons, cannot be overrated. It constituted one of the most
powerful instruments, under God, in disseminating a knowledge of that
Truth which alone maketh free; while the wisdom of CRANMER and
his reforming colleague':> in thus promptly securing the preaching of
the Gospel in every Church in England (at a time when there were
very few ministers who were qualified to expound the Holy Scriptures)
is obvious to us all.
We are not surprised, either, that when the Papist MARY succeeded
her godly brother she took vigorous steps to arrest the diffusion of this
Gospel light.
RWL&Y, referring to the sad change which had come over the
partially reformed Church of England, especially deplored the suppression of the First Book of the Homilies. As the martyrologist FOKE
informs us, that Bible Bishop thus mourned MARY'S relentless proceedings :-" The Church of England has also holy and wholesome
Homilies, in 00mmendation of the principal virtues.
She had in
matters of controversy, Articles so penned and framed after the Holy
Scriptures, and grounded upon the true understanding of God's Word,
that, in short time, if they had been universally received, they would
have been able to have set in Christ's true religion, and to have
expell.ed many false errors and heresies. But alas! I may well cry
out, '0 God, the heathens are come into Thy heritage: they have
•
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defiled Thy holy temple, and made Jerusalem a heap of stones, These
thieves be of Samaria. These Sabeans and Chaldeans, these robbers
have rushed out of their dens, and robbed the Church of God of all
the foresaid holy treasure of God.'''
Thus did that blessed martyr of Christ mourn the terrible havoc
wrought by the bigoted Tudor Queen-yet was the fiery death wr.erewith he himself sealed the Faith of the Gospel destined to add glory
and virtue to that Protestant reaction and revival which a prayerhearing God had designed should at no distant day be granted to the
nation.
On the 17th of November, 1558, many passed to the great account.
The Parliament was then in Session, and, aB Dr. \YrLlE graphically
states in his Hist01"y of PmtesfantisJn, upon the news of the QcEEN'S
death being officially communicated to the House, "the members
started to their feet, and shouted out, 'God save Q EEl' ELIZABETH! '
The nation awoke as from a horrible nightmare; it saw the troop
of dismal spectres which had filled the darkness taking flight, and
a future approaching in which there would be no more spies prowling
from house to house, officers dragging men and women to loathsome
gaols, executioners torturing them on racks, and tying them with
iron chains to stakes and burning them; no more Latin Litanies,
muttered Masses, and shaven priests; it saw a future in which the
Bible would be permitted to be read, in which the Gospel would again
be nreached in the mother tongue of old England, and quiet and prosperity would again bless the affiicted land." (H, P" Yol.iii., p. 4 32).
ELIZABETH ascended the throne with the sincere purpose of restoring
the Protestant religion; but the work was one of immense difficulty
'3.nd needed more thOln human wisdom to perform it.
That wisdom
was sought by the godly Reformers, who were now able to return
from the Continent after the Marian exile, and we trace, with profound interest, the progress made in restoring the Word of God to
its position of National supremacy, and the remodelling of public
worship on Scriptural lines.
Tb') invaluable service to the cause of the Gospel rendered in
Emv.\RD'S reign by the First Book of Homilies led the Elizabethan
Divines to provide a second volume of similar Sermons. This latter
volume contained twenty-one discourses, and the public reading of
both Books was made legally obligatory on the clergy-the greater
part of whom (as at the opening of EDwARD's reign) were Papists at
heart, and shamefully ignorant of the Scriptures." Had those men
been left to themselves as teachers, they would, of course, have fed
their flocks with lying fables and Romish error. The few only who
were known to possess a competent acquaintance with the Word of
God were allowed to address congregations in' their own words. The
rest were strictly required to read to their flocks the Homilies which
had been authoritatively prepared and put forth.
;< DR. BOULTBEE,
in his admirable work, The Theology of the Church 0.1
England, states that only eighty of MARY'S Pa.pist parish priests declined to
(Jonform under EMZABETIl.
.
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A Royal Injunction obliged that a copy of the Homilies, at the
expense of each parish, should be set up in all the Churches, so that
the people might come and read them for themselves. By their side"One Book of the Whole Bible, of the largest volume in Eng1ish,"
was also ordered to be placed in every Church, that those who could
not purchase the Scriptures might nevertheless have access to them,
and be allowed to compare with them the doctrine taught in the
Homilies.
.ERASMUS'S Pamphrase on the New Testament and JEWEL'S Apology
were likewise placed by authority in all churches. With these mighty
spiritual weapons the war of the Reformation in England was waged,
and-by the blessing of our God-was won also.
The Paraphrase of ERASMUS and the Apology of JEWETJ no longer,
alas, hold their original place of honour, and the latter masterly
exposition of the fundamental differences between our Reformed Church •
and the Church of Rome is too little studied, or indeed even know in
our own times.
The two Books of Homilies, ho"ever, are to this hour recognized by
name in the XXXIX. Articles. The XXXV. Article, indeed, is entirely
-devoted to the subject of enforcing their excellence. It runs :-

"OF THE HOMILIES.
"The Second Book of Homilies, the several titles whereof we have
subjoined under this Article, doth contain a godly and wholesome
·doctrine, and necessary for these times, as doth the former Book of
Homilies, which were set forth in the time of EDWARD Vr., and therefore we judge them to be read in churches by the ministers, diligently
.and distinctly, that they may be understanded of the people."
The question has been raised by High Churchmen and others as
to the degree of assent hereby given to the Homilies, and also how
far the clergy arebouud by their contents by signing the XXXIX.
.Articles. If, however, the Article has any force at all, it certainly
implies a general approval of the doctrines contained in the Homilies,
.as distinguished from any particular arguments used by the writers,
or special illustrations or ideas adapted to those times. Moreover,
it should be remembered that the XI. .A.rticle gives a yet higher
.authority to the Homily on Justification, by referring to it for a full
statement on the subject of Justification through the merits of our
Lord Jesus Ch.rist. Want of space and time forbids my quoting at
length the titles of the twenty-one Homilies in the second Book, but
jn general it may be affirmed that the Scriptural and distinctly
Protestant utterances and arguments employed in the various
-discourses are precisely those which in these times of doctrinal
·defection and Romanizing innovation are needed in our National
pulpits. The Homilies are of permanent force and value because
they set forth the unchangeable truths of God's Word. They have,
moreover, a special suitability about them, as they are the mature
thoughts and language of men who had themselves been born and
bred in the Romish system, and whom the Holy Spirit had enabled
to renounce its deadly errors and superstitions.
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The three Sermons on the "Peril of Idolatry" should, if not to
their ipsissima verba, at any rate in substance, be made familiar in
our congregations throughout the land, for, the restoration of the
images and high altars which the writers of the Homilies sacrificed
their lives to destroy is now openly avowed to be the object which
large numbers of our Clergy are organized to effect. The Bible
doctrine of justification, by faith alone in Christ crucified, is shamelessly denounced in our pulpits-one beneficed clergyman being'
responsible for the statement :-" Justification by faith-that most
immoral of all dogmas-has run the length of its tether, and happily
died of self-strangulation!"
The modern Laudian revival, the disastrous effects of which UpOIL
vital godliness we all deeply deplore, can, we may be assured, be only
met in the behalf of our deluded fellow-countrymen by a bold ancl
• systematic return on our own parts to the masculine theology and
manly outspokenness of the so-called Calvinistic Reformers of 300·
years ago; and since our Church has deemed it well to put on permanent record that theology in the scholastic and definitive language
of the Articles, and in the expository form of the two Books of
Homilies, it becomes the plain duty of all Protestant pastors, and
those having the cure of souls, to familiarize their flocks with the
contents of both-ever, of course, confirming those authoritative documents of our Church by the sure warrant of God's own inspired
Word.
I cannot conclude my observations without recalling to the memory
of my brethren that masterly and exhaustive treatise by the sainted
author of the hymn, "Rock of Ages "-the Re,. Al:Gl::;sn:;s TOPUDlentitled, T(U3 Church of England Virulicated from the Cha1'ge of
A1'1ninianism-in the course of which the contemporary writings of
the Reformers, the XXXIX. Articles of Religion, and the two books.
of Homilies are discussed, and the essentially Apostolical character of
our National Church is unanswerably established. Would that the
God of our fathers might grant us a renewal of the grace and the
gifts which He so richly poured out upon the youthful Vicar of Broad
Hembury towards the close of the last century. .Meamrhile, let us in
our own humble measure, and in dependence on the Holy Spirit, seek
to be faithful and uncompromising in our contention with the kingdom
of darkness, until He shall return who shall destroy it with the
hrightness of His coming.

THE light of the understanding, humility kindleth, and pride·
covereth.-Greg.
DEATH did not first strike Adam, the first sinful man; nor Cain, the
first hypocrite; but Abel, the innocent and righteous. The first soul
that met with death overcame death; the first soul that parted from
earth went to heaven. Death argues not displeasure; because he
whom God loveth best dies first; and the murderer is punished with.
living. -Bishop Hall.
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ON THE ARGUMENT THAT A CHRISTIAN CHURCH EXISTED
BEFORE THE SCRIPTURES OF THE NEW TESTAMEN'I',
By THE LATE DR. W. GOODE, DEAN OF RIPON.
THE Romanists and Tractarian8 lay much stress on the fact, that
the Christian Church was founded before the New Testament Scriptures were written, and, consequently, that, to those who first
embraced Christianity, the Holy Scriptures' were not the Rule of
Faith; drawing from it the inference, that because the first generation
of Christians had not the blessing of a written record of what the
Apostles preached, but depended upon either the preaching of the
Apostles, or of their immediate disciples, therefore the present Church,
eighteen centuries after, can tell us what the Apostles preached
better than the writings of the Apostles themselves. The fact is
willingly admitted; but the inference drawn from it is one which it
is impossible to account for, but from notions on the nature of the
Christian Church which all history and facts refute. To make this
inference possible, it must be supposed that the ministers of the
Christian Church have so handed down to the present day the oral
teaching of the Apostles, that their testimony on the subject is
sufficient to assure us what it was, and is therefore a safe and
infallible guide for informing us what is the meaning of Holy Scripture. Now, even limiting the Christian ministry to those who are
supposed to be ordained by regular succession from the Apostles, the
notion is so utterly untenable, that it is difficult to understand how
any earnest and sincere man, desirous -of following the truth, can
allow himself to be deluded by it. But it is so wrapped up in big
words and high-sounding but meaningless phmses, that men are led
blindfold into the error. The theory that we are asked to believe is,
that, a church having been founded by the teaching of our Lord and
His Apostles, a sacred deposit of doctrine so delivered was given into
the hands of certain men set apart for the tru~t, who had powers
given them to preserve it in its purity, and publish it to the rest of
mankind; and ordain others by a perpetual succession to the end of
time, who should have the same powers and the same office. And
therefore the world must now receive its creed from the hands of the
present race ill that succession. And the Holy Scriptures are only,
as it were, a testimony supplementary to that teaching, and to be
understood only in accordance with it.
Now, to say nothing of the vanity of the grounds on which this
theory rests, the facts of history completely overthrow it. When we
see the way in whiqh the Churches founded by the Apostles departed
even in a few years from the faith (see Rev. ii.-iii.)-when we see large
General Councils, formed of bishops drawn from all quarters of the
world, opposed to each other on the highest points of faith-as, for
instance, the orthodox decision of the Council of Nice in favour of the
divinity of our Saviour, contradicted not many years after by the
decision of a larger Council at Ariminum-when we see the present •
divided state of Christendom, and laccording to the Church of
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England's view of the subject) the awful errors in which the largest
Christian Churches are involved, how is it possible for any man
who loves truth better than preconceived theories and prejudices,
to allow himself to rest his faith upon Church tradition or Church
authority 1
How soon the early Church received the Scriptures as its rule of
faith, the only Word of God it possessed, may be seen from the.
language of IRENlEUS (one of the most esteemed of the Fathers), quoted
in the Sermon, and written about the middle of the second century.
And it is curious to observe how, even at that very early period, the
upholders of false doctrine resorted to the very same argument for
discrediting the appeal to Scripture as that noticed above. "When
reproved from the Scriptures," says IREN.iEUS, "they charge them as
being ambiguous, and as if the truth could not be discovered from
them by those who were ignorant of tradition, for that the truth was
not delivered in writing, but orally" (!REN. Adv. Hceres. lib. iii. c. 2). And
his subsequent appeal to the creed held by various Christian Churches
founded by the Apostles was simply to meet those heretics on their
own ground. And no doubt at that time the concurrent teaching of a
large number of Churches, founded so recently by the Apostles, was
an argument of great weight in favour of any doctrine it supported.
But now, even in this limited application, the argument has lost the
greater part of its force, for "e have only the testimony of one or two
individuals, holding the views for which their teaching was quoted,
to certify us what it was.

THIS is a rational ground of prayer-That God hath "rought such
wonderful works in the world, as abundantly show that He is the
supreme King, and doth whatever He pleases in it. Therefore He is
the proper resort and refuge of mankind in all their distress.
HE who has "made alive" and "kept alive" has done this for
His own glory, that He may fit'and prepare the ,essel of mercy for
the higher courts above; so that, by-and-by, He who has been behind
the wall, supplying the oil of His grace thronghout, aud looking
through the lattices in precious communications of His love and
mercy by the way, will unveil Himself in all His beauty, loveliness,
and glory. Ah, beloved, are we not often lost iu "ouder and amazement at the thought of that time when we shall indeed behold Him
face to face-when" this mortal shall have put ou immortality," and
gaze upon immutability in the Person of our glorified Redeemerwhen the clouds that now obscure Him shall part, and we shall see
"the secret of the skies "-when the veil that shrouds Him from our
mortal eyes shall be withdrawn, and angels witness the wondrous
scene of a poor unworthy sinner, saved by sovereign grace, resting
from human woe upon the bosom of his Redeemer 1 My heart beats
warmly for this time to be fulfilled, and the time when this yearning
soul shall find its fulness of rest in His eternal presence.-George

Cvwell.
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" THE EASTWARD POSITION."
By THE REV. E. H. F. COSENS, M.A.
Is the sacrificing posture of idolatrous Rome seen and known of all
who enter a Popish Church ~
'1'he reasoI} why Romanising clergymen !1dopt it, is given thus, in
The Ritual Reason Why (page 136) :-" Why is the priest to say it
(the Prayer of Consecration) standing before the altar ~ Because this
is the position of a sacrificing priest." It is also a reverence to an
alleged bodily presence of our Lord upon an altar.
The late Dr. HARRISON, in his preface to The Eastward Position,
Unsc1'iptural and not P1'imiti1Ie and Catholic (Longmans), says:"Abundant evidence is given that the posture was gradually introduced
into the Roman Catholic Church after the doctrine of the real presence
of Christ's body and blood in the consecrated elements had become a
recognised doctrine." This was about the tenth century. And the
editor of the Ritualists' IJi1'ee.torium Anglicanum says that" Ritual and
ceremonial are the expressions of doctrine, and witnesses to the sacramental (that is, sacerdotal) system."
Can it be right, then, to say, "I do not look at, and do not mind
these things ~" Should we say it if we ourselves, or some friend, were
being brought to the gates of death by cancer, or by a like disorder ~
And shall such teaching be unchecked 1
Is it not treachery, if it be not want of knowledge, when clergymen
bring into their churches ritual and ceremonial, which were openly
devised as expressions of doctrine and witnesses to the sacramental
(sacrificing) system of Popery 1 A Ritualistic father could scarcely be so
cruel to his own child! COLLETTE (Novelties of Romanism) quotes
MOSHEIM, who says, "Nearly all the people of the East, before the
Christian era, were accustomed to worship with their faces directed
toward the sun rising,"-because they thought their God was there!
It was the attitude of the old idolaters (Ezek. viii.' 16; Deut. iv. 19).
What will the ordinary reader think of this Pagan, sacrificing position
being brought back, with an iron will, by clergymen eating the bread
of a Reformation Church, and of its being consented to by NeoEvangelicals 1" When" Protestant" Bishops adopt the Eastward
Position, it is an iniquity to be abhorred.
BISHOP RYLE, of Liverpool, has said (in the Church Association Tract
on the subject) :-" The harm of the Eastward Position is that it is
the outward and visible sign of unscriptural, mischievous, and soulinjuring doctrine, namely, that the Lord's Supper is a proper sacrifice,
that the officiating clergyman is a sacrificing priest, that the communion t;\ble is an altar, and that in the act of consecration some
mysterious change takes place in the bread and wine. All this, and
nothing less than this, lies at the bottom of the Eastward Position.
It is, to speak plainly, a step towards the Romish sacrifices of the Mass
which the 31 st Article of the Church of England declares to be 'blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits.' It is in reality an action which
pours contempt on the finished sacrifice of Christ!"
The clergyman is to keep his "back to the people" (Ritual Reason

494

The Gpspet Magazine.

Why) because he is to be regarded as "a sacrificing priest" by whom
"the sacred victim is now about to be offered."
Impious and unmistakably Romish doctrine, in direct opposition to
the testimony of God's" lively oracles "-(" Nor yet that He should
offer Himself often;. . . now once in the end of the world hath He
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself," Heb. ix. 25,
26), is thus linked with the observance of the Eastward Position!
Nor is this all. We find elsewhere that the practice has long been
adhered to with unflinching tenacity, and that it has been borrowed direct
from Popery! In 1875, the following words were reported in the
Church Times and ChuTch Review as having been spoken at the sixteenth meeting of the English Church Union :-" Externals," said
the president (now LORD HALIFAX), "are after all the symbols of
opinions.
We value them because they do mean certain
things; for that reason we do not intend to give them up."
The Rev. CANON CARTER, Clewer, said :-" The mid-front position
was the only true Catholic position, and they must hold fast to it."
Let not our readers forget the connection between Romish doctrine
and the "mid-front" (that is, "back to the people") position,
nor aid the treacherous movement towards Popery by countenancing
it, whatever pretext may be alleged.
For it is Popery which the Word of God brands as the "harlot,"
- which shed the blood of the "saints and martyrs of Jesus," which
held our fathers in bondage, and which is preparing a yoke for our
sons. "-Dr. Wylie.

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.
WHEN Jesus preached on sovereignty divine,
Such pride and malice filled His hearers' hearts,
They would have dashed Him headlong from the rock,
To show. their hatred to that glorious truth.
And when His humble followers tell the world
What sovereign grace has done to save their souls,
And how that· grace has slain the power of sin,
And kindled hopes of glory in their hearts;
Instead of seeking that salvation too,
Like Cain, when Abel's offering plea.sed the Lord,
Provoked to envy what they still abhor,
They strike at God's fair image in His saints,
And rather dare His wrath than seek His love.
Hence persecution.
Swain.
" HEAR ye! Hear ye !" Such is the standing of believers, that God
can never more be angry with them, without being at strife with
Himself, for the very extremity of His anger was poured out upon
our bleeding Surety. Thus, we have been for ever taken away from
all judgment, and dispensed from all examInation, suits, and
inquisitions, and cry, hiding ourselves behind Him that was dead,
"Who is he that condemneth 1"-K1'U1mnacher.

From ;\ Phou".graph hI; _-\. DFBE:-n.ol. Hyde.

THE REV. R R. COUSENS. B.A.
(TltClt'lnbel1t vf St. James·s, Rydr, [;,le of lrigld)
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THE PORTRAIT.---,--THE REV. R. R COUSENS, M.A.
ONE of the special privileges accorded this venerable MAGAZINE during
the one hundred and thirty-four years which have elapsed since its
first number saw the light (A.D. 1766) is that i has published life
sketches, accompanied with portraits of a noble army of Christian
witnesses, thus preserving for succeeding generations memorials of
those whom the Divine grace raised up and qualified to contend for
the pure truth of the Gospel, and to build up His elect people on
the soul-saving faith once delivered to the saints. The duty which
falls to us editorially of introducing to God's scattered people the
names and labours of many of His faithful servants and witnesses,
and of soliciting prayer for their devoted work in Christ's cause, is
one which is full of interest. This month we have no small pleasure in
placing in our gallery of Christian portraits the likeness of the Rev. R.
R. COUSENS, Minister of St. James's Episcopal Chapel, Ryde, a veteran
indeed in the front ranks of the Church "militant here on earth."
Mr. COUSENS, after attending the Proprietary School, Great Yarmouth,
and the City of London School, and taking a voyage to India and up
the Mediterranean, joined Her Majesty's Indian Navy as a midshipman, and saw active service in the expedition against Heke, in New
Zealand. This Maori difficulty having been successfully terminated, we
next find the young midshipman engaged in the Punjab, at the siege of
Mooltan. This was in 1849, during the Sikh war. He bore army captain's
rank during this period, and had some very remarkable escapes
from death. On one occasion, he tells us, the fascines, which were
under the sandbags to support the battery, took fire, and during the
work necessitated by this event a sailor asked him to move from
where he was standing. He did so, and almost at the same moment
the sailor was killed by a shell from the enemy, just as he had
taken the position vacated by his officer. Promotion in naval rank
followed his services in India, but a powerful persuasion to enter the
ministry of the Gospel was experienced, and he came home "on
leave" in 1853 with a view to study.
He presently resigned his
commission, and entered Christ's College, Cambridge, where he
graduated RA. In 1857, just at the beginning of the tenible
mutiny he again went out to India, and having been ordairH/.d by
the BISHOP of BOMBAY, took charge of a church in that diocese.
Subsequently, Mr. COUSENS became Assistant Chaplain at Smyrna, his
father-in-law being Chaplain. On his returning to England later on, he
was presented to the living of Buckenham, Norfolk. For several
years he acted as Metropolitan Secretary of the Church Pastoral Aid
Society. Then, in 1881, he was instituted to the charge of Newcastleunder-Lyme, Staffordshire. Here he laboured until about two year~
ago, when, by exchange, he was appointed to his present incumbency
of St. James's, Ryde. St. James's has the reputation of providing
the only Evangelical Church service for God's people in the town.
Recently, the Advowson has been secured in the interest of the pure
Gospel of God's grace, and it may be hoped that those who" know
the joyful sound" will in all time to ,come enjoy here the sweet
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privilege of feeding in "green pastures," and of worshipping God in
the beauty of holiness, without any of those fleshly adjuncts which
are so much in vogue in these degenerate times. Mr. COUSENS, who
adheres to the use of the time-honoured preaching gown in the
pulpit, is an able expositor of God's Word-an open Bible being
always his companion when, in clear, bold, eloquent, and earnest
language, he addresses his attentive congregation. The PASTOR of St.
J ames's is a decided Protestant Churchman, loyal to the XXXIX.
Articles, and faithful in warning souls against the deadly errors of
Sacerdotalism, both Anglican and Roman.
That there is one Church at this attractive seaside resort which
stands firm and true to the old paths, and the good "Way, is matter
for great thankfulneEs, and we are anxious that our notice of St.
James's should call forth practical recognition and sympathy from
God's people in other places. It should be known that the building,
which is not" consecrated," was lately pm·chased, with thp. sole object
of maintaining the Go.<pet of the sovereign grace of God, and that a conAn adversiderable sum remains to be raised to cover the purchase.
tisement on our wrapper states that towards the object in view £700
have been raised locally, and that £1,600 have been left on mortgage,
while a further sum is needed ,for repairs. We gladly bear personal
testimony to the trustworthiness of the transaction, and we heartily
recommend the claims of the undertaking to the support of our readers.
COLONEL H. E. PRESTON. R.A. (Caversham House, Ryde), long a reader
of the GOSPEL M.WAZIXE, is one of the Churchwardens, and will gratefully receive any donations sent for the ftmd. Some of our more
wealthy friends may, perhaps, consider "What they can do to strengthen
the hands of God's servants in this matter. The inY0stment is a safe
one, and a faithful Covenant-keeping God "ill not fail t{) grant His
blessing upon the willing stewardship of His people. We ask our
readers to remember this cause of truth in their intercessions at the
throne of grace. " They shall prosper" that love Zion, for her" living
stones" are precious in the sight of our God.
THE EDITOR.
OH, the sweet, soul· softening and heart-melting influence of Divine
grace! We can recollect when first we knew the Lord and gained a
revelation of His love, what a melting of spirit there was before Him;
and since then, when its bedewings have been felt upon the heart, how
it has calmed one, and toned down the temper into a child-like
acquiescence in the Father's will! The beloved John, who lived so
close to our Lord, seemed particularly imbued with this Divine grace,
and how it produced in him the most tender love for his Redeemer,
as well as a most sweet mellowing of character and disposition, which
caused him to write so mildly and Ohristlike to the children of God.
Oh, beloved, this is the sort of religion we crave! Let others, if they
will, split hairs in theology, and contend for that which is outward and
immaterial. Be it ours to live before the Lord, under the precious
influence of Divine grace, meekly learning His will, and nestling in
His embrace.-George CoweU.
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l)llssing <!£lrtnts.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
CHEERIKG accounts continue to come from the seat of war in South
Africa. LORD ROBERTs has entered Pretoria, the Transvaal capital,
without a shot being fired from the great forts which were erected
for its defence at an enormous expenditure, and without having to
besiege it for a day, notwithstanding that it was stated to be prepared for, and capable of enduring a siege of two years. Mr. KRUGER
and his officials fled as LORD ROBERTs approached, taking care, however, to carry away with them an immense amount of gold. General
BULLER has also forced his way through the dreaded Drackensburg
passes, and driven all the Boers out of Natal, so that there is great
reason to hope that this much-to-be-regretted war will soon be over.
The Boers may endeavour to continue the contest in a guerilla fashion,
but with all their chief towns in our possession, the railways under
our control, and the sources from which they haye obtained their
ammunition cut off, it must be e,ident to th~m ere long that they
are engaged in a hopeless struggle, and that the sooner they give
it up the better it will be for them. .-\.s has been the case in many
former wars, disease ha" slain more of the combatants than those
who have been slain in battle, and the death-roll from this causewhich one would have imagined might have been in a great measure
at least prevented-has been appalling. Oh, how many homes have
been made desolate, how many valuable lives lost, and what an
immense amount of suffering has this one war caused!
SERIOUS news comes from China. A rebellion has broken out there,
secretly fomented, it is believed, by the DOWAGER-ElIIPRESS, and it is
spreading widely, atld assuming serious proportions. Its main object
seen::s to be to expel all foreigners and foreign influence from China,
and to increase the power. and confirm the usurped authority of the
DOII"AGER-Eill'RESS. So far the rebels seem to be having everything
their Oll"ll way; they ha,e brutally murdered several missionaries and
their converts, they have destroyed some miles' length of the railways,
they have easily defeated the Government troops which have been
ostensibly sent against them, and they are threatening an attack
upon the capital, Pekin. Foreign troops are being hurried up from
the seaports, and with combined and decided action on tne part of
the Great Powers who are interested in China the rebellion may be
checked, but it seems very likely that this foreign interference may
lead to the speedy downfall of the present dynasty, and to the oftanticipated partition of the whole of the Chinese Empire. There h;
great fear that that partition may excite jealousy and occasion strife
between those Powers, but it is to be hoped that such a lamentable
result may be avoided. The Rev. A. SOWERBY, who has been labouring for twenty years in China, says :-" The movement which began
in January was the direct outcome of the action of the ex-Governor
2 N
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of Shantung, one of the strongest anti-foreign men in China, whooriginated it.
He then enlisted the sympathies of the EMPRESSDOWAGER, who ever since has fostered the movement by edicts, and
by preventing its suppression. She even went so far as to warn the
Imperial officials that if any Boxers were wounded they would be held
personally responsible.
First and foremost, the Boxer movement is anti-foreign rather than anti-missionary, but, so far as the
missionaries are concerned, it is chiefly directed against Catholics in
Chih-li and Shantung. In this respect it is a retaliatory movement
for the occupation of Kiao-chau.
This is no longer a missionary
question, although many missionaries have suffered, and as they are
more open to attack, probably will suffer. It has assumed much more
serious proportions, inasmuch as the foreign raihYa::, and other officials
who are working in China at the invitation of the Chinese Government
are in jeopardy, and the whole of the important foreign colonies at
Tien-tsin and Pekin are menaced.
When I left China there "as
widespread apprehension as to the extension of the movement, but it
was always felt that the EMPRESS would yield to pressure from foreign
Powers. This she has not apparently done.
While I was at Paoting-fu there was a large Boxer camp outside the town, and drilling
was going on daily. Although this is a large and important military
centre, the officials contented themselves by sending out five Chinese
officers to ask the Boxers to remain quiet, no other attempt being
m;J.de to deal with them. Another evidence of the connivance of the
authorities is to be found in the fact that a Boxer force was for
several "'eeks drilling under the very eyes of the officials, and "ithin
sight of the foreign concession, "ithout the least effort being made
to disperse them."
ASH.A.);TI is also glvmg us considerable trouble. A large number
of the people have broken out into rebellion, and at the time at
which we write they are besieging the Governor and his small
garrison at Kumasi, and they have repulsed the troops which have
been sent up from the coast to their rescue. There are grave fears
that the Governor and his garrison will not be able to holg, out
until assistance arrives, although every effort is being made to send
it to them as rapidly as possible.

THE yenerable DR. RYLE, late Bishop of Liverpool, has been
called home. Increasing infirmities and the weight of his many
years made him resign his bishopric in March last, and he retired
to Lowestoft, where it was thought that complete rest and change
of scene might prolong his days; but it was not so to be, and he
has passed away full of days and highly honoured by those w~o
have profited by his ministry, and those who know and value hiS
numerous writings. He faithfully and nobly" served his generation,"
and he has "fallen asleep" in his beloved Master, to awaken up
after His likeness, and to be for ever satisfied with it.
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THE Indian famine still continues, and with apparently everincreasing severity. We quoted last month a letter received from
the REV. STEWART THoMPsoN, a missionary who has been working
bard amongst the famine-stricken people at Kherwara, in Rajputana.
A few days after the receipt of that letter, a cablegram came
:announcing Mr. THoMPsoN's death from cholera. It seems· that he
~pened .the additional kitch~ns of which he spoke, and thus he was
€ndeavouring to feed 4,000 of his starving people; but he was ,tricken
by disease whilst in the very midst of his labours, and probably
being weakened by them and by the great anxiety connected with
them, he quickly succumbed to it. The Viceroy of India, LORD
CtrnzON, makes a very strong appeal for additional help. He states
that this famine is "greater in its intensity over the areas affiicted
than any previously accorded visitation, because of the enormous
losses of crops and cattle, almost completely denuding the stricken
areas, and the absolute failure of the two last autumn and spring
harvests, than which it is impossible to imagine anything more ruinous
or complete, and the unprecedented loss of cattle in the central and
western parts of India, which will render the task of recuperation
more arduous than on any previous occasion."
He states th~t
"Government is straining every nerve, is pouring out its money, lS
shrinking from no obligation, however severe. From October, 1899,
the beginning of the famine, until December, 1900, we anticipate that
we shall have spent 5t millions sterling upon direct relief, two millions
upon suspensions and remissions of land revenue, It millions upon
.advances (that will in many cases never be recovered) for the puroehase of seed and cattle, and three-quarters of a million upon loans to
distressed native States. But over and above this expenditure, which
cripples our development in a score of ways, there lies a vast area
of need which, do what we may, we can barely reach, and in which
extraneous contributions supply an invaluable reinforcement. I may
instance the relief of the aged and infirm, of sick patients in the
hospitals, of children and orphans, of those men and women who will
.endure almost any privation sooner than submit themselves to the
quasi-publicity of Government relief. This is a field of enormous and
.almost undiscoverable extent, the margin of which the already overworked official hardly touches, but which is, in a peculiar and inevitable degree, the property of individual effort and of private
.generosity." Upwards of £500,000 have been dispensed by the Famine
Relief Committee, but much more is required.

D. A. D.
HE that counts nothing worth the ha,ing, except Christ, and for
Christ, cannot be miserable, when he is lodged safe in His embraces.
-Janel.cay.
How little love is there in our hearts to God, when we are shy
of anything to be suffered for God! Love rejoices in suffering for
the beloved: "The avoiding hell, and the getting heaven, are no
great things (says CHRYSOSTOM) where the love of God is."-Ambl'ose.

500

The CospeIMagaz£ne.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

FUR several years in succession, the Rev. JAMES OmnsToN" Rector of
Mary-Ie-Port, .,Bristol, has preached the annual sermon of the. Aged
'pilgrims'Fl'iend. Society, in the church of St. Mary, Aldermary, Queen
Victoria Street. Mr. ORMISTON again preached the sermon in the
same church on Thursday evening, May 31st, when there was a
large congregation. The service was simple and very devotional.
PREBENDARY L. BORRETT WHITE, D.D., the Rector, to whose con.
tinued 'kindness the Society is much indebted, conducted the devotional
portion of the service; the psalms were said, and the hymns, selected
from the "Hymnal Companion," were "Great Shepherd of Thy
people, here," and" Jesus, the very thought of Thee."
" Mr., OrouSTON, "ho wore the legal preaching gown, selected as his
text Isaiah xlvi. 4: "And even fo your old age I am He; and even to
bQar airs will. I carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will
·:carry, and will deliver you." The sermon, which was listened to with
dose attention, will· be found in another part of the Magazine. After
~he -hymn,
" Brethren, let us join to bless
Christ the Lord our Righteousness,"

St.

prayer and the Benediction brought the service to a conclusioll.
A collection, which realized £11 2s. Id., was taken on behalf
{lr the Society at the cluse of the serl"'ice. It should be mentioned that amongst those present 'l'l'ere the Rev. P. A PHELPS,
~tA, ){r. W. J. PARKS (treasurer), 111' T. GREE~, ?Ill'. IV. B1..T)ISTRAD,
}.It-. A. HAYLES, Mr. G. SAVAGE, Mr. A. BOULDEN, Mr. G. F. GRAY,
,other members of the Board, and Mr. J. E. HAZELTON (secretary).
CAMBERWELL ASYLUM AN~IVERMRY_
On Thursday, June 14th, the sixty-fifth anniversary was held at the
Asylum.
The R,ev. A. J. BAXTER, of EastboUl:ne, preached in the
afternoon, in: the Asylum Chapel, to a crowded congregation, from
'Psalm lxv. 4. The sermon was attended with power and unction, the
c,ongregation receiving with delight the discriminating truths set
,jorth. Tea was provided in a marquee, and the evening meeting,
which was one of the largest of recent years, was presided over by
'vV. H. COLLINGRIDGE, Esq., who for more than half a eentury has taken"
a deep interest in the institution. In a most appropriate address, the
chairman quoted some words of JciH~ NEWTON'::" not hitherto published, and bearing closely upon the work of the Society. The Revs.
F. CECIL LOVELY, B.A., A. J BAXTER. O. S. DOLBEY, and C. MIDMER,
and Messrs. W. J . PARKS, and G. CREASEY having spoken, the proceedings closed with the Doxology and Benediction.
Among those
'present were Mrs. W. H. COLLlKGRIDGE, Miss CARR, and Messrs.
BOULDE~, DOUDNEY, GRAY, GREEK, and RU~DELL, and Mr. HAZELTOK
(secretary). The proceeds of the day were devoted to the Benevolent
Fund for aiding the sick and infirm inmates.
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The Great Phrtrdom of the Age j or, Religion Tl'ne and False at the
Close of the Nineteenth Centnty. An Allegory based on Scripture,
Experience, and Facts.
By A. J. BAXTER, Pastor of Cavendish
Place Chapel, Eastbourne, and Editor of the Gospel Advocate.
London: Houlston and Sons, 7, Paternoster Buildings; also from
the Author, Eastbourne. Price 4s. nett.
IN 'his colossal and exhaustive work, Fignres of Speech, the Rev.
DR. BULLINGER remarks: "Few figures have been the subject of
greater controversy than Allegory; or, have been more variously
defined.. One class of rhetoricians dec~are that it is a continued
metaphor; and another class declare that it is not. But, as is often
the case under such circumstances, neither is quite correct, because
both have a part of the truth and put it for the whole." The
Doctor then proceeds to show tuat the Allegory is of two kinds; one
in which it is continued Metaphor (as in Psalm xxiii.), where the two
things are both mentioned (Jeho,ah, and the Shepherd's care), and
what is asserted belongs to the principal object; the other, in which
it is continued Hypocatastasis ,(Psalm lxxx. 8-Ui), where only one
thing is meritioned (the vine), ann what is asserted belongs properly to
the secondary object, namely, to Israel. Israel, to whom it really
refers, is not mentioned, but only implied. Strictly, an Allegory is a
figurative sentence, or discourse, in which the principal subject is
described by another subject resembling it in its properties and' circumstances, The modern idea of an Allegory is a narrative which
keeps'the principal subject out of view, and leaves the reader to
discover and collect the intentions of the writer or speaker by the
'l'eserublance of the secondary to the primary subject. The nftrrative
may Le true, or fictitious, based on fact or purely imaginative. The
immortal Allegory, Pilgrim's Progress, no doubt, deals with the
spiritual experience of BuxyA.'O himself, which he expoundS ideally
under cover of numerous characters, persons, and situations. The
narrative is true to fact, and cannot properly be designated fiction.
English literature possesses several conspicuous examples of the use of
Allegory as a method of inculcating sacred truth. One of these, too
little known in our own times, is from the pen of RICHARD RERlfARD,
"" a learned divine, Rector of Batcombe. It first saw the light in 1627,
under the title, The Isle of Man,. or, The Legal Pr'oceeci1,ngs in Mon$hir'e nga 'nst Sin. The following testimony to this work is from the
discriminating pen of the Rev. AUGUSTUS TOPLADY. He says: "Some
time after the commencement of the seventeenth century, a singularly
ingenious piece of Scriptural Allegory was published under the follow.
title [above quoted]; the author was the Rev. RICHARD BrmNARD,
Rector of Batcombe, in Somersetshire; this performance seems to have
had a great run, my copy is of the Eighth Edition, printed in London,
A.D. 1632. The above work in all probability suggested to Mr. JOHN
'BUKYAN the fil'St idea of his Pilgrim's Progres,<, and of his Holy War."
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BERNARD was a voluminous writer, his Thesaurus Biblicus being the
first Dictionary of the Bible published in English. No untrained
literary skill, no ordinary powers of imagination, no inconsiderable
learning, and nothing less than the deepest acquaintance with the
spiritual signification of the Holy Scriptures suffice to qualify a writer
to. venture into the field of Sacred Allegory. The dangers that beset
the method are peculiar, subtle, and-to some minds-fascinating.
The imagination especially requires to be held in with judicious and
firm hand, lest it wander into speculative, unprofitable, and harmful
regions of thought and theory.
Mr. BAXTER'S Great Phantom of the ..ti.ge, the latest allegorical
publication, of any cOllsideration, if judged by the foregoing crite1'ia,
comes out satisfactorily. The author cannot be charged with having
amassed his material in haste. He tells us the work was begun thirtyfive years ago, and the inception of the undertaking was associated
witJl " the greatest trial in his life." God's" furnace in Jerusalem"
has given forth much purified gold in its time.
And the volume
before us affords abundant evidence of having been begotten of the
fires of affliction and fierce conflict. EYLES PIERCE once made a remark
on Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians which may be quoted in this connection. "Paul," he says, "wall most enlarged heavenward when most
straitened in body, as is very commonly the case with real saints,
who, when they are most afflicted, oftentimes flourish most in their
souls j hence, as some say, this Epu,tle smells of the prison." :Mr.
BAXTER'S allegorical treatise smells of the fire! He records the
chastened, sanctified experience of one of "the precious sons of Zion "
who have passed through the ordeal of ,the King's crucible, and he
unfolds his story, chapter after chapter, with a force which comes of
a firm and fast personal hold of the truth and faithfulness of a
Covenant God. During the thirty-five years of ministerial life passed
by the author while collecting the subject matter of his remarkable
book, his habits of keen, active observation enabled him to take into
intelligent account the religious movements peculiar to the closing
century, and to calculate their Scriptural bearing on the future of
Christ's kiI,gdom." The book displays an intimate knowledge of the
hidden springs of evil which actuate the various modern developments
of Satanism ill Christendom. The Prince of Darkness has much to
appI'ehend from an exposure of his wiles such as these timely and
masterly pages afford. The insidious devices of the Higher Critic~.
-so-called-occupy, necessarily, .a prominent place in this connection ,.
as do also the claims and methods of Romanism and Anglican
Ritualism, the hypocrisy of Wordly Religion, and the more prevalent
forms of Godlessness and Secularism.
Perwding the volume, we
recognise, as the backbone and strength of the author's position, an
unswerving purpose to assert the distinguishing doctrines of the
sovereign grace of God, and to demand for thl) Holy Scriptures
unquestioning allegiance and submission. To assist the reader in his
patient study of the Allegory, a full analysis and key of the work is
provided, covering six pages. An explanation of the character-names
and symbol-terms employed is also placed at the beginning of. the
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volume, while Scripture references are supplied at foot of nearly
everyone of the upwards of 400 well-printed pages.
This unique contribution to our Christian literature does high
credit to its much esteemed author, and we prayerfully wish that his
labour of love may receive the blessing of the Master whose kingdom
of grace he has earnestly laboured to promote.
Every pastor of
souls should possess and study this very able, interesting, and edifying
Christian Allegory.

'\

From Capetown to Ladysmith. By G. W. STEEVENS, author of "With
Kitchene1' to KhaTtum," &c. Edited by V'ERNON BLAcKBuRN. William
Blackwood and Sons.
THIS is an unfinished record of the South African War, by a talented
war correspondent, who lost his life by enteric fever during the siege
of Ladysmith.
Probably comparatively few of the numerous newspaper readers of the present day realize the ability, the persevering
zeal, and the courage which are manifested by newspaper correspondents who accompany our armies to the front, or the dangers
The corre·
and hardships to which they are repeatedly exposed.
spondents are sent out at an immense expense, and frequently they
meet with rude rebuffs, and they are treated with sca.nt c)urtesy by
some of our cOlllmanding officers. Of course it is right that some
restraint should be put upon them, so that they may not divulge
military movements beforehand, and thus play into the hands of the
enelllY; but otherwise we do not see any reason why they should be
treated as they are sometimes treated. For example, one of them
recently mentioned that after accompanying our troops on a hard
day's march, he and one or two of his fellow-correspondents unpacked
their baggage, and set up a tent near the soldiers" encampment, and
they were just about to partake of their evening meal, which they
greatly needed, when an aide-de-camp came from the commanding
officer-not LORD ROBERTS, he would never do such a thing-ordering
them instantly to strike their tent again, pack up their things, and
remove a mile away down close to a morass, a most unhealthy and
unsuitable spot.
The author of this unfinished book was e,idently an exceptionally
talented writer, and he describes, with mnch realistic and .graphic
power, some of the scenes which he personally witnessed.
For
e,~ample, here is a part of his description of the night scenes on the
fi"ld of the battle of Elands-Laagte. The night was pitch dark, and
bitterly cold, rain was falling, and the mountain sides, where the
battle had taken place, were extremely steep and precipitous, and
covered with rough boulders and wet and slippery rocks :-" Already
the men were bringing down the first of their wounded. Slung in a
blanket came a captain, his wet hair matted over his forehead, brow
and teeth set, lips twitching as they put him down, gripping his
whole soul to keep it from crying out. He turned, with the beginning of a smile that would not finish: 'Would you mind straightenil!lg out my arm ~' The arm was bandaged above the elbow, and the
forearm was hooked under him. A man bent over-and suddenly it
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was dark. 'Here, bring back that lantern!' But the lantern was
staggering up"hill again to fetch the next. 'Oh, do straighten out
my arm,' wailed the voice from the ground, 'and cover me up. I'm
perishing with cold.' 'Here's matches!' 'And here, I've got a qit
of candle.' 'Where l' , Oh, do straighten out my arm!' 'IEre, 'old
out yocr 'and.' 'Got it'; and the light flickered up again round.
the broken figure. and the arm was laid straight. As the touch came
on to the clammy fingers, it met something wet and red, and the
prone body quivered all over. 'What,' said the "l"l""eak voice-the
smile struggled to come out again, but dropped back 'even sooner
than before-' have they got my finger too ~' Then they covered up
the body with a blanket, wringing wet, and left it to soak and shiver.
And that was one out of more than t"l"l""O hundred. . For hours-and
by now it was' a month of nights-every man "l"l""ith hands and legs
toiled up and down, up and down, that ladder of. pain. By Heaven's
grace the Boers had filled their waggons with the loot of many
stores; there were blankets to carry men in, and mattresses whereon
to lay them. They came down with sprawling bearers, with jolts
and groans, with' Oh, put me dO$; I can't stand it! I'm done
anyhow; let me die quiet.' And always would come back the cheery
voice from doctor, or officer, or pal, 'Done, colour-sergeant! Nonsense,
man! Why you'll be back to duty in a fortnight.' And the answer
was another choked groan. Hour by hour-would day pever break 1
Not yet; it was just twenty minutes to ten-man by man they
brought them down. The tent \\"as carpeted with limp bodies.
With breaking backs they heaved some shoulder-high into \mggons :
others they laid on mattresses on tbe ground. In the ralll-blmred
light of the lantern-could it not cease, that pierciug drizzle, to-night
of all nights at least ~ The doctor, the one doctor toiled buoyantly
on. Cutting up their clothes with scissor'>, feeling "irh light firm
fingers over torn chest or thIgh, cunn:ngly slipping round the
bandage, tenderly covering up the crimson ruin of strong men-hour
by hom, man by man, he toiled on." The one blot upon this book of
striking descriptions is that God's sacred Name is repeatecll.'- used in
a thoughtless manner, and swearing is mentioned which might well
have been omitted.

Evening Communion; A Paper read before the ~ orth Liverpool
Sunday School Association. By T. F. A. AGXE"I"I"", Hon. Sec. of the
Liverpool Diocesan Sunday School Institute. London: Charles J.
Thynne, Wycliffe House.
AN able paper, mentioning several strong arguments in favour of
Evening Communion, and quoting the opinions of many eminent
men upon the subject. The late Bishop of Liverpool, Dr. RYLE,
commended it.
WE HAVE ALSO RECElyED :-The Parish Clerk; The Fireside; Home
vVords; Day of Days; the Sword and Tt'owel; the Metropolitan
Tabernacle Pulpit; Leaves of Healing; the Tabernacle of God with
Men; The Advance o{ Rome; Amateur Gardening, qc.

