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\Vho comforteth us n all Our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOd. u - 2 COR. i. 4.

THE COMING CORONATION.
" Go forth, 0 ye daughteTS of Zion, and behold king Solomon with
the C'fown wherewith his mother C1'owned him in the day of his espmLSals,
and in the day of the gladness of his heart."-SoLOMON'S SONG iii. 11.

~

By right of succession, and upon condition that EDWARD the-SEVENTH
has duly made the Statutable Declaration against the idolatry and
superstition of the Mass, as held and practised by the apostate
Church of Rome, HIS MAJESTY occupies the throne of Great Britain
and Ireland, with the world-wide dependencies appertaining thereto.
Yet the royal crown has not been placed upon his head. The
SUPRE)IE GOVER"OR of the United Kingdom is to-day an uncrowned
KING, and will ;;0 continne till probably the month of June, 1902.
The sovereign rights of the sceptre, however, are in fullest exercise.
Parliament has been summoned by KING EDWARD, the supreme
and all other Courts of Judicature sit by HIS MAJESTY'S express
authority, allegiance has been sworn to him by His Privy Council,
the Ministry, our Senators, and the),Iagistracy, and such measures
as have duly passed the two houses of the Legislature are
By the exercise'
made law by the KING'S sign manual.
of his royal prerogative, the penal sentence of death can
be remitted, and the lawful captive may be set free.
The
nation, therefore, loyally recognizes the regal claims of the
SUCCESSOR of the ever-to-be-revered QUEEN VICTORIA, and prays:
constantly that all his subjects, duly considering whose authority he
possesses, "may faithfully serve, honour, and humbly obey" him in
GOD, and for GOD, according to His blessed Word and Ordinance.
Though they see not yet the crown upon his head, they see their
lawful SOVEREIGN on the throne of Empire, and offer him their
truest allegiance and obedience.
The Coronation of the KING, next year, if it please GOD, will
constitute the supreme declaration of his rightful claims, and no
doubt the function will be marked by a magnificent display of
national loyalty and enthusiasm. All that wealth, and art, and
ceremonial can provide to emphasize the historic occasion will-wc,
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may be sure-be lavished upon it, and from the palace to the
humblest cottage but one wish will find expression, "GOD save the
KIXG !" Yet all this outburst of sentiment will but feebly shadow
forth the unspeakably more portentous and glorious event which
redeemed millions are awaiting, when their. adorable REDEEi\IER, the
KING of kings, shall be crowned with His·" :nany crowns!" 'What
is or C9.U be the glory of the emphemeral earthly event when
compared with the realities of the Coronation of JEHOVAH'S ANOIKTED
ONE!
"What to that for which we're
waiting
Is this glittering earthly toy P
Heavenly glory, holy splendour,
:Sum of grandeur, sum of joy.
Not the gems that time can
tarnish,
Not the hues that dim and die,
Not the glow that cheats the
lover,
[Shaded with mortality.
Heir of glory,
That shall be for thee and me !

"Not the light that leaves us
darker'
Not the gleams that come and
go;
Not the mirth whose end is madness;
Not the joy whose fruit is woe;
Not the notes that die at sunset;
Not the fashion of a day;
But the everlasting beauty,
And the endless melody.
Heir of glory,
That shall be for thee and me !

" Soon where earthly beauty blinds not,
No excess of brilliance palls,
Salem, city of the holy,
We shall be within thy walls!
There, beside yon crystal river,
There, beneath life's wondrous tree,
There, with nought to cloud or sever,
Ever with the LA.MB to be ;
Heir of glory,
That shall be for thee and me ! "
-H. Bonar.

. The crowned KING-li\Ii\IAKUEL-will be an the glory
o.f the ransomed host on that day of days!

III

the eyes

" I will not gaze on glory,
But on my King of grace,"
is the joyous anticipation of all grace-saved sinners. "Go forth, 0
ye daughters of Zion, and behold KIKG SOLWION with the crowu
wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals,
and in the day of the gladness of his heart" (Song Hi. 11). In the
words of Dr. WAT"IS : " Oh, that the months would roll away,
And bring that coronation day!
The KING of Grace shall fill the throne,
With all His Father's glories on."
But:the months are rolling by, and the coming of the LORD draweth
nigh. "Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion: shout, 0 Jerusalem:
behold, thy KING cometh llnto thee"; and on His head are countless
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crowns-fOl', every hell-deserving sinner plucked by Him from the
fiery judgment is "a crown of rejoicing," a trophy of loving favour
and almighty power. His elect, gathered from the four winds, will
be His ineffable delight when He makes up His jewels on the morning of the resurrection. If the coronation of SOL01IOK was glorious,
oh, th~ infinitely greater majesty of that day when "Jerusalem
that is above" shall acclaim JESUS to be "LORD," unto the praise
and honour of GOD the F A'l'HER! For every tongue shall then confess that He is "worthy to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing." Then shall the
innumerable company of the LORD'S ransomed uncrown themselves
before Him, and adoringly lay their grace-given diadems at His
kingly feet.
The marriage of the LAMB will witness the 'climax of
IMMANUEL'S glory. Then will be displayed in unclouded perfection
the all-fulness of the God-head, which dwells in Him. The crown
of essential Deity will then shine forth in the fullest lustre of
brilliance, and He, seated on His "high and lifted-up" throne, will
be acknowledged by angels and men as "GOD over all, blessed for
evermore." The crown Mediatorial is also His, by Covenant right
and by the Father's donation, and universal submission shall then
be accorded to His sceptre. The Vici01"S crown belongs to Him, for
His own arm brought Him salvation, and by His own sole might
He led captivity captive. The Conjugal crown will likewise deck
His spotless brow. And it is in this connection particularly that
the redeemed Church of GOD will share in the royalties of His
Coronation Day.
His grace-exalted Consort will be crowned.
"Upon Thy right hand did stand the QUEEN in gold of Ophir"
(Psalm xlv. D). Then the eternal love of His heart will find its
freest outflow, and He will rejoice over her with singing. He will
rest in His. love-the precious object of His love-His Bride, the
Church. That will indeed be "the day of the gladness of His
heart."
"The travail" of His holy soul will abundantly satisfy
Him-in the persons of His believing, raised, and glorified .saints.
., 0 what a sunrise will that Advent be!"

Brethren beloved, let us more constantly feed on the blessed hope
'Of thus beholding the KING in His beauty in the promised land of
Beulah. What, though we deploringly see not yet all things in us
and around us put under His royal feet 1 Yet a little while and the
last enemy, even death, shall be destroyed; and the GOD of peace
shall bruise Satan under our feet.
Oh, for grace to fore-tune our
harps, and make ready the psalm of His praise. Soon all that now
,distresses us of indwelling sin, practical failure, unbelief,and fleshly
fear, shall be things of the past, and we shall be delivered into the
liberty of the glory of the sons of GOD! 0 LORD J ESUS!though 'neath Thy royal footstool
Reason see not all things bow?
Faith, with joy, descries the glory
Circling, sparkling round Thy brow.

WHAT,

Psalm xc. 1.
Heb. ii.S.
Heb. H. 9.
Rev. xix. 12.
~ I
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What though rebel man deny Thee,
Mock Thy Name, usurp Thy right?
Thou, our PRINCE, art GOD-exalted,
Throned in majesty and might.

Psalm ii. 1-3.
Luke xix. 14.
Acts v. 31.
Heb. i. 3.

Hail we, then, in sacred measure
Thee, 0 CHRIST, th' Eternal Word!
Heights of glory, depths of darkness,
Yet shall own Thee KING and LORD.

John i. 36.
Rev. xix. 13.
Eph. i. 21.
Phil. ii. 11.
THE EDITOR.

AN EXPERIENCE.

o DEAREST Lord, how gloriously hast Thou cheered my poor disconsolate heart with Thy presence! 0 Son of righteousness, how
gladdening those rays which proceeded from Thy Eternal Self, and
which, penetrating through the inmost recesses of my soul, healed
all those cankering wounds that sin had made. 0 Eternal Spirit,
Thou Lord and Giver of life, is it possible for me to forget the
time when Thou didst apply the sweet balsam of redeeming love to
my fainting, weary, heavy-laden soul 1 When, overwhelmed with
horrible terrors and black despair, Thou didst most graciously, and
almost instantaneously, shine upon my heart, filling me with "joy
and peace in believing," yea, with "joy unspeakable and full of
glory"; and causing me to "abound in hope" through Thy own
power.-Sir R. Hill.
THOUGH indwelling sin does not produce the grace of humility in a
child of God, yet it beats down his pride.-Mason.
THEY whose views of Christ's glory are constantly the same,
without any changes and vicissitudes of light and darkness, day
and night; and they that see as much of Christ's glory as
they desire to see; such never saw any thing of it at all.-Trail.
A STATE of sin and a state of faith are directly opposite. 'Where
sin reigns, unbelief is at the root; and where sin's dominion is
broken, Christ dwells in the heart by faith. Nevertheless sin may
reign where there is a very fine outside; and grace may reign
where there is much corruption, yea, many out-breakings of it.-

Si?' R. Hill.
IF without the knowledge of Christ, without a due consideratioI1
of His Person, we think to fo])ow Him only for his oenefits, for theadvantage which we hope to have by Him, which is to fo])ow for
tbe loaves, we s'hall be iounG strangers to Rim wnen we tninK we
are in' a better state and condition. For if we regard only thosethings whereof we have advantage, so that we may have our sins
pardoned, our iniquities done away, and our sonls saved, we would.
not care whether there was a Christ to trust in or no; but as this
tends not to the glory of God, so neither will it tend to the advantage
of onr souls, for He must be valued above all for His own sake,. or for
the sah of what He is Himself.-Owen.
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THE MASTER-KEY.
"These things saith He that is holy, He that i" true, He that hath the
key of Dacicl, He that openeth and no man shutteth,. and shutteth,
and no man IJpeneth."-REVELATION iii. 7.
a reader ask, What is a JIaster-Key? It is the key that opens
many locks, although they greatly differ in their internal mechanism,
whereas the subordinate keys open only one lock each.
A masterkey is a very scientific piece of workmanship. Its capabilities are
astonishing, and it is usually' retained either in the custody of the
proprietor of the bank, or warehouse, or factory, whose locks it governs,
Qr of some confidential person accredited by him. The holder of the
master-key can enter the building when he pleases, and, although
every chamber be locked against him, and no two locks be identical in
their construction, he can readily pass from room to room, from the
basement to the highest floor, and make his observation on their
contents and condition.
So the Father hath committed all power into the hands of His
beloved, co-equal Son, Christ Jesus. Upon His shoulder He has laid
all government, and with the key of sovereignty has He invested
Him. As risen from the dead, the One Mediator has declared, "All
power [authority] is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." In spite
Qf hell, Satan, sin, and the world, God has set His King upon the
holy hill of Zion, and the command has gone forth to all nations,
"Kiss the Son" (Psalm ii. 6, 12). And ever since the ascended
:Mediator took His seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
He has continued to exercise the power of the key, opening and
shutting, both in providence and grace, throughout His limitless
domains. When He wills to work, none can stay His hand or challenge
His authority, whether it concern a nation, a church, or an individual.
This is a secret which they only delight in whom the Spirit has
illumined and taught. "Then Job answered the Lord, and said, I
know that Thou canst do everything, and that no thought can be
withholden from Thee" (chap. xlii. 1, 2). Jesus is verily God,
and "with God all things are possible" (Matt. xix. 26). Jesus is
God-Man, and the master-key is in His mediatorial trust to do "all
His pleasure." The believer in Him loves to have this so. . The
arrangement is so wise and divine that it excludes all thought of
contingency and failure, It relieves the heart of evil forebodings,
stills its fears, and bids it be of good cheer even in darkness and
distress. ., Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed
upon Thee: because he trusteth ill Thee ,. (Isaiah xxvi. 3).
Oh, what wondrous openings has the key of grace accomplished!
The henrt of Lydia, closed against truth, and deud by nature to the
light of God's blessed Word-like the Adam-hearts of the writer
.and reader of these" Notes "-yielded at once to the touch of
DOES
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almighty power, when once the key of Christ's authority was applied.
"TVhose heart the Lrml opened that she attended unto the things
which were spoken by Paul" (Acts xvi. 14). Attention to the Word
of the Gospel follows upon the opening of the heart in thl': day of
the Lord's power. Till He unlock, the heart is invincibly shut up
against all knowledge of spiritual need, the condemning nature of
sin, the claims of God's holy law, and the only way of escape from
the wrath to come. On the day of Pentecost the eiteet of the opening
of the hearts of three thousand sinners-through the application of
the preached Word-was that they cried out in soul-distress, "Men
and brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts ii. 37). "They were pricked
in their heart." And thus the Spirit bare witness to the great truth
that the key of salvation was in the hand of the glorified Son of Man
-of Him that is holy and true. The persecution, which .Satan
stirred up against these Christ-delivered captives, failed to close again
the doors which He had opened. Hearts once conquered by the
sovereign grace of God are for ever lost to the Prince of darkness.
"And the Lord said unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, 0 Satan;
even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this
a brand plucked out of the fire?" (Zec. iii. 2).
.
And when the heart is thus opened, under the mighty operation
of the Spirit and the Word, other experimental openings follow. The
master-key is applied to lock after lock, and the favoured soul delights
in yielding to the gracious touch of the Saviour's hand as He proceeds
to perfect the work which Hi~ goodness began.
Thus, the eyes of the understanding are opened (Psalm cxix. 18;
Ephes. i. 18). The renewed mind finds fresh enjoyment in the discoveries of precious truth in the holy Scriptures, recording, as they do,
the "deep things of God." The prayer of all whose hearts, like
Lydia's, have been experimentally opened, ever cry, "Open T!tournine
e?Je~, that I may behold wondrous things out of 'l'hy law." This is
just what the Lord Jesus did in the case of the two sorrowing
disciples whom He overtook on the evening of His resurrection:
" And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us,
whiie He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to 1(8 the
.
Scriptures r ' (Luke xxiv. 32.)
Obedience of heart to the communications of Christ's lips is inseparable from ability to receive the truth. Hence, the ea1' is said to
be opened by Him. David thus speaks, "Mine ear hast Thou
opened" (Psalm xl. 6).
And a Greater than David, when as the
"Obedient Servant" of the Lord God, He was under the Law, adopted
the same language. That experience as Son of Man' makes Him a
tender and merciful teacher of others. " The meek will He teach His
way"-for He Himself is indeed" meek in heart." He can have
"compassion on the ignorant." He knows well how to carry little
ones in His bosom. "Who teacheth like Him? "-who, for perfection
of matter, or for skilfulness of method? Oh, to be constantly sitting
at His feet, to hear the wonderful words that proceed out of His
mouth! The circumcised ear is among the choicest of His gifts. Swiftness
, to hear ,is among the truest marks of the living people of God. " Oh,
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how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all the day." That is "the
spot" of God's own children (Deut. xxxii. 5), for it is written, "All
thy children shall be taught of the Lord" (Isaiah liv. 13). It is the
peculiar characteristic of the flock of slaughter, the dear flock which
the Good Shepherd "purchased with His own blood," that they knoUJ
His voice, and refuse to listen to the voice of hirelings and strangers
(John x. 4, 5). Dear reader, if you are really a member of that
favoured flock, then your prayer most certainly is, "Thou that
dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to Thy voice: caurse
me to hear it" (Song of Solomon viii. 13).
Praise becometh God's grace·called, grace·taught, grace-kept people.
Indeed, t,!ley are called out of darkness into Jehovah's marvellons
light for this very end. "This people have I formed for Myself;
they shall show forth My praise" (Isaiah xliii. 21; Ephes. i. 6, 12;
1 Peter ii. 9). Therefore, we find the key of David again in
operation in response to the believer's supplication, "0 Lord, open
Thou my lips; and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise" (Psalm
li. 15). The preparations of the heart in man, and" the answer of
the ton.que, are from the Lord" (Prov. xvi. 1). He it is who so fills
the heart with a sense of His exceeding great love, that the lips
are "caused to speak" (Song. vii. 9). "'Ve cannot but speak,"
said Peter, "the things we have seen and heard" (Acts. iv. 20).
Oh, is it not so, dear fellow believers, when the Spirit tenderly
sheds the love of our God abroad in our hearts 1 "We cannot but
speak." And thus is our Lord Jesus glorified. When we confess
Him "before men," He is honoured, and He approves our poor
service well. Before the angels of His Father will He confess all
such in the day of His glorious second coming!
Then, lastly, it is of Him, too, that oU)' hands are opened (Deut.
xv. 11.) in willing service. For His Name's sake, a cup of cold
water given to one of the least of His disciples counts for muchas evidence of true love in our hearts, brotherly love, and love
towards Himself. "To do good, and to communicate, forget not :
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased" (Heb. xiii. 16). An
o'pen hand is our heavenly Father's hand, and an opened hand
becomes His children. How thankful was David to the Lord for
opening his hand in service. "Now, therefore, our God, we thank
Thee, and praise Thy glorious Name. But who am I, and what is
my people, that we should be able tn o.tl'e1· so wzllin,qly after this
sort 1 for all things come of Thee, and of Thine own have we given
Thee" (2 Chron. xxix. 13, 14). '1'he" willing mind" is the mind
which the master·key of God's rich grace has opened. Nor' can
any other power effectually shut it up to selfishness, self·satisfaction,
and self-aggrandizement. When covetonsness, which is idolatry,
would fain close the hand of a steward of the Lord's, His grace
makes that which is "withheld" tend to a poverty whose pinching
effect brings the' slothful servant back to a sense of his sin and of
the dishonour he has done his blessed Master. Oh, brethren, let us
exercise constant vigilance in these matters. " If riches increase,
set not your heart upon them." Whatever form outward prosperity
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take, in the case of a child of God, he Heed earnestly pray to be.
" kept" open-handed towards the cause of God's truth and the
necessities of God's poor saints. The grace of Gospel liberality is
especially Christ-like, for though He was rich, yet for our sakes He
became pOOl', that we through His poverty might be made rich.
Clifton.
J. O.

OF R. V. T.,

IN MEMORlAM
MAY 26TH, 1901.

WHO WAS DROWNED

moment here, this stony valley treading,
The next ascending yon celestial height;
One moment here, life's fitful shadows threading,
Then in the sunshine of unclouded light.

ONE

No fear of pain, no tears of anguish starting,
No shrinking drea.d before the unknown track,
No wail of sorrow in the hour of partjn~
From loving hearts that fain would hold thee back.
Oh, swift transition, glorious transformation,
Gone where all toil and cares and conflict cease!
We struggle still with sorrow and temptation,
How we might envy thee that blessed peace!
Gone to enjoy within those realms of glory
The soul's expansion in its Father's loveTo hear again that sweet and blissful story,
Oft told on earth, but better taught above.
Safe in the land where death no more can harm thee,
No shadowy phantom of disease and gloom;
What sights to see, what blissful sounds to charm thee
In the dear home beyond the silent tomb!
Oh JESUS, MASTER. grant we too may follow
The footsteps of Thy faithful servant here;
Teach us to look from seenes so vain and hollow
To yon eternal hills serene and clear.
A little while of waiting for the dawning,
The path of grief and loneliness to tread,
And then the advent of that glorious morning,
The resurrection of our blessed dead.
EDITH MARSH.

THERE is no greater mistake than for anyone to think that the
Christian's love to, and embracing of the Gospel, is merely because
it is a scheme of principles calculated for their security: it is true,
real believers are extremely thankful for that rich provision for their
salvation, which is declared therein, as they ever ought to be, yet
that is far, very far from being the only reason why they approve of
the evangelical scheme; it recommends itself to their greatest esteem,
because of that glory which arises from it to each divine Person, and to
all the divine perfections.-Anon.

441

The Gospel M agazz"ne.

11ilgrim 11 apus.
"WHEij,E HAST THOU GLEANED
(ESl'HER viii. 3.)

TO.DAY~

(Oontinued from page 373.)

AND Esther spake yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet,
-and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the
Agagite, that he had devised against the Jews." How truly Esther
illustrates the experience of a soul that has been brought into union
and communion with our Saviour King, in profound grief for the
welfare of those near and dear, whose eternal safety seems in peril.
She could not have been so much anxious on her own account with the
king so nigh to shield her, so tenderly mindful that no weight of
sorrow oppressed her, so ready to assnre her of his willingness to
})erform her requests, and manifesting his love in eagerness to banquet
with her. It must have been the magnitude of the evil designed, the
far-reaching extent of the mischief to destroy the whole race of
J eWR, and the unalterable decree, signed, sealed, and published by
royal mandate, "according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which
altereth not," that filled her mind with deep distress, and prompted the
weeping, prostrate attitude at his feet, lest the irreversible law should
exclude the hope of deliverance for them, when she made her request
known.
Is it not thus that Divine decrees, which, perhaps, we have been
slow to receive, seem to present an insnperable barrier against our
seeking the salvation of the far-off ones whom we love, lest we may
be asking an impossible thing, since God cannot act contrary to His
decrees of election and predestination consistently with His truth and
holiness ~ It has seemed to us that this soul-stirring history is
"written for our learning," especially that we may not be deterred
from coming "boldly to the throne of grace, to obtain mercy, ar,d
find grace to help in every time of need," and that no decree can be
against the seeking soul and the boundless extent of our King's
promise and His limitless omnipotence to perform, added to the matchless length, breadth, depth, and height of His love, surpass infinitely
that of the Medo-Persian monarch.
«

" Rejoice, ye saints, in every state
Divine decrees remain unmoved,
No turns of Providence abate
God's care for those He once has loved."
How Divine purpose and Divine promise can be made to harmonize
in performance, is not ours to determine. We may venture wholly
on His love, and even dare to remind Him in our importunity, that
having united us to Himself and manifested unequalled love to us,
He cannot be insensible to our sorrows or unmindful of our people.
«It is good for me to draw near to God "-it is good to take the
posture of a humble suppliant at the feet of our Lord, but let us
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encourage ourselves in a holy boldness that will take no denial, like
the Syrophenician, or even expects it, lest we limit the Holy One of
Israel and grieve the Holy Spirit of God, who so constrainedly brings
us near to OU1' King, by harbouring a shadow of fear, when we seek
the salvation of others, that He can or will fail to "do exceeding
abundantly above all we ask or think." Does it not much rather
magnify the grace of our King, when we come to His footstool and
:show Him our trouble, assured He will not turn a deaf ear to our
cry 1 for it is not possible we can desire to rescue the perishing or
yearn for the lost ones with half His intensity; a:cd we need not be
}L!raid to ask for the salvation of too many, for, "In the multitude
of people is the king's honour," and Esther is typical in this
matt'"~' of the whole Church of God, whose privilege is, "interces:;iOll and prayers for all men." "·Who knoweth whether thou art
come to the kingdom for such a time as this 1" The queen must
needs be interested in "the increase of his kingdom."
"Then the king held out the golden sceptre towards Esther. So
Esther arose, and stood before the king." Again unutterable love
:stooped down to reach her, to draw her near by putting her in
remembrance of that moment of exquisite tenderness when his
perfect love cast out the fear that hath torment. Let us ponder it
again and again, for words fail to set forth the profundity of it!
'He will rest in His love," and there we rest also! "So Esther
arose, and stood before the king."
" We would no longer lie
Like slaves beneath the throne;
Our faith would Abba, Father cry,
And Thou the kindred own,"
Vie cannot continue abject, miserable suppliants, though we do often
-:ake the low place of self-abasement and contrition; yet when the
extended sceptre of royal grace reaches us, it changes our attitude to
stand before Him as Elijah did, knowing what he asked would be
granted, as Daniel did when touched, raised, and strengthened. This
extended sceptre was like a reiteration of the former promise and
. pledge of fulfilment. "Verily, verily [doubled assurance], I say unto
you, Whatsoeve1' ye shall ask the Father in my name He will give it
you. If ye shall ask anything in My name, I will give it you.
Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full."
"So Esther arose." She knew perfectly well that the heart of her
royal husband was towards her. Shall not some of us testify that
there haye been periods of the chequered life when intense sorrow
has compelled us to draw near to the King of all the earth when the
intensity of His love has been so made known to us as to banish all
fear in His presence, and assure us we had the petition desired of
Him 1 This is true communion; not all the talking on one side, but
the all-gracious response, "0 Naphtali [the wrestler], satisfied with
favour, and full with the blessing of the Lord!" Would you be spared
sounding the depths, and never know here below anything of the
height to which Love infinite can raise you 1 to stand before Him!

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

443

So Esther arose, and stood before the king, and said, "If it please
the king, and if I have found favour in his sight, and the thing
seem right before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be
written to reverse the letters devised by Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews which
are in all the king's provinces." "If it please the king." "And this is
the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask any thing according
to His will, He heareth us" (1 Johnv.14). "And if I have found favour
in His sight." "Then was I in His eyes as one that found favour"
(Song of Sol. viii. 10). "And the thing seem right before the king."
How the grace of lowliness and meekness shines out· in her acknowledgement of his sovereignty and superior wisdom. It harmonizes with
the true conception of the soul in the presence of the Lord, enjoying
access blended with holy, reverential awe of the Divine Majesty, whose
infinite wisdom is perfect. "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do
right 1" and perfect trust in the soul that resolves to bow to His
will, as/
"Good when He gives, supremely good,
No less when He denies."
" Right before the King," implies he cannot do wrong ; "and I be
pleasing in His eyes," is a remarkable clause, and a testing one for
our souls when coming to make request to our God. Now we know
that our Lord hath said," If ye abide in Me and My word abide
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done to
you." Thus are we pleasing in His eyes. Hid in Christ, wc
are" approved in Christ" (liom. xvi. 10;, "accepted in the Beloved.,"
(Eph. i. 6). This is the believer's standing j "If we live in the Spirit
let us also walk in the Spirit. "How many precepts has the Holy
Ghost given us, that we may "walk so as to please God," that we
may "do the things that are pleasing in His sight"! There is the
contrary walk, and the being chastened for it. "The thing that David
had done displeased the Lord." "If his children forsake My law and
walk not in My judgments, if they break My statutes, and keep not My
commandments, then will I visit their transgressions with the rod, and
their iniquity with stripes." "Kow the God of peace; that brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus, make you perfect. in every good work
to do His will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His
sight." Let us earnestl J' seek this favour, that" I be pleasing
in His eyes." So our petitions are "acceptable j" we cannot walk
contrary to His will and be prevailing in prayer., The condition of
one that is thus in harmony with the King, is shown to be led to
ask what His Majesty will grant. "We know not what we should
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And He that searcheth the hearts, knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because He
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God"
(Roman viii. 26, 27). Often the ve?'y manner in which our petition
will be granted is in exact accordance with the wording of our
request, as it was in Esther'8 case: "Let it be written to reverse
the letters devised by Haman, \\"hich he wrote to destroy the Jews-
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. which are in all the king's provinces"! 0 wondrous, overcoming
faith and prevailing prayer against unalterable decree, that we dare
venture to ask, "Let it be written to reverse the letters"! Well
does it illustrate what we love to sing"Prayer moves the arm that moves the world
To bring salvation down; "
and yet we hear some say, "What good can it do 1 What difference
will it make 1" but we know, having proved it"Prayer is appointed to convey
The blessings God designs to give";
and thus we have fellowship with the Father and with His Son, Jesus
Christ, and when our Kipg extends to us the golden sceptre, ;'ve know,
from the thrill of love and lowly reverence, combined with holy
familiarity, that we may" ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you."
Esther, having the ear of the king, goes on with her special pleading:
"For how can I endure to see the evil that shall come unto my
people 1 or how can I endure to see the destruction of my kindred 1"
They are words of profound pathos, well calculated to touch a
responsive chord in the heart of him to whom she appealed so
earnestly, reminding him of his favour, manifested in his sovereign
choice of her, repeated tokens of his love, and promises reiterated,
crowned by the testimony that she was" pleasing in his eyes," by the
extended emblem of grace and mercy; yet withal asking in 1mbmission
to his royal will-if "the thing seem right before the king." How
conld he who had so transcendently loved her endu1'e to see her overwhelmed with grief at the magnitude of the evil and destnwtion
coming upon" my people-my kindred," when all power was his tG
interpose and avert it 1 It is truly sublime as a model for our intercession for our people and our kindred who may yet be far off from God,
and eternal destruction await.ing them unless deliverance arise! Blessed
be the Divine Inspirer of the Scriptures for having recorded this plea
for life and salvation, thus teaching His little children how to pray and
prevail land how blessed when the occasion arises, and we find the
promise holds good concerning these very words, "They shall withal
be fitted in thy lips" (Prov. xxii. 18). There is no delay, no hesitation
on the part of the king, but immediate response that carried full
deliverance with it,.
"Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to
Mordecai the Jew, ., Behold, I have given Esther the house of
Haman, and him they have hanged upon the gallows, because he
laid his hand upon the Jews." Already the king's purpose was
being carried out in the destruction of their great adversary and
his house being given to the queen. How typical it is of the
promise our gracious Lord gave to His Church, "Behold, I give you
power to tread on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of
the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you." This power
was given to Esther in conjunction with "the man whom the king
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delighteth to honour." She could do nothing without his co-operation. "Without Me ye can do nothing."
"Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's
name, and seal it with the king's ring: for the writing which is
written in the king's name, and sealed with the king's ring, may no
man reverse." Unlimited power is thus bestowed on Esther and
Mordecai! How analogous to our Lord's words, "All power is
given unto Me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore into
all nations, and preach the Gospel to every creature." Proclaim the
glad tidings of deliverance by the Great King. Sound the Gospel
trumpet of liberty-make known life and salvation to the people
doomed to destruction. "All things are yours, for ye are Christ's,
and Christ is God's."
"Write, as it liketh you, in the king's name," What books have
been written, since that day, in the King's name, until the inspired
Scriptures were complete, and, for their full attestation as divine;
" sealed with the King's ring!" This was Modecai's distinct work, which
no other might do but he! for it is expressly said, "The King took off
his ring, which he had taken from Raman, and gave it to Modecai "
(verse 2). It is all so suggestive of our gracious Lord, who has" the
seal of the living God," and bestows upon His Church, His believing
people, " the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption," and whose inward witness, sealing the ,Word of truth
with warm impression on the heart, makes this clause -experimentally
true, "The writing which is written in the King's name and sealed
lcith the King's ring, may 1W nwn 1·eVe1·se." It may be subject to a
severe testing by fiery trial of faith.
" It may not be my way,
It may not be thy way.
But yet in His own way the Lord will provide."
" The Lord will see to it," and bring it to pass!
As we daily peruse the ",Vord of God, "written in the King's name,"
let us look up to the God-Man, "at the right hand of the Majesty in
the heavens," to seal it with the king's ring of ·eternal truth and
verity, and wait in hope for its accomplishment, for "no man may
reverse it"!
Leicester.
MARY.
BELIEVERS, look on yourselves as often and as narrowly as you
can, judge and condemn yourselves as much as you will; but when
you look for acceptance with God, mind Christ alone, and
give Him glory in trusting confidently for acceptance in Him.Trail.
A SPIRITUAL understanding of, and an experimental acquaintance
with evangelic truth, which in the hand of the Holy Ghost engages
the believer to acts of faith, hope, love to and joy in a glorious
Redeemer, is that which alone will stand us in any stead in time of
trial, temptation, and more especially at the important, t!le awful hour
of death.-Anon.
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"And this He said to pro?;e him; for He [.fe,'II.,J Himself knpw what
He would dO."-JOHx vi. 6.*
How often during His earthly sojOUl'll did om Lord use sovereign
means to prove His disciples' faith and ~onvince of His omnipotent
power! " He that believeth shall not make haste." And our Lord, on
earth, showed by His unhurried dignity, in the calm exercise of His
Divine will, put forth in His miracles, how He would have His people to
"rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him," and in the meantime to
fret and chafe not at seeming delays and denials, knowing that" in the
mount of the Lord it shall be seen "-Jehovah-Jireh! Sooner or later
all His children prove how-

"In straits and dangers was the place
Where He displayed delivering g"l·ace."
We all know well the history of the raising of Jairus'daughter.
How, by request, Jesus was fetched to that home of sorrow, but meanwhile performed a miracle of healing upon a, poor diseased woman.
In that delay the little daughter dies, but that does not mean failure in
the heart of the faith-tested father: "~fy daughter is even now dead,
but come and lay Thy hand upon her, and she shall live." And at the
tender, loving words of the Shepherd-King" the little lamb" "arose
and walked." In the endearing words of the _~ramaic language, so
sweet to the ears of that Syrian household, their Saviour and ourB
.speaks the words of life-restoring, life.giving power, "Talitha cumi"my little lamb-cc a,vake !" Sweet delay, ~\Yhen ended in such a love
surprise! "Jesus Himself knew what He would do."
Again, when a vast multitude had followed this Divine Teacher into
a desert place, and the evening draws near, and they have nothing to
,eat, but amongst them arlj found "only five loaves and two fishes,"
and as Philip answers, "Two hundred penny,,'orth of bread is not
sufficient' for them, that everyone of them may take a little," and
Andrew asks, "What are these [small barley loa,ves and two small fiBhes]
among so many 7"-" He Himself kne'," ,,-hat He would do," when He
bade the company to sit down. And they sat down at His feet, in
number about five thousand, whilst with the Divinely blessed provision,
neither scanty nor scarce, they ate "as much as they would,"
and gathered afterwards twelve basketsful of the fragments that remained, that nothing might be lost, and that there be found no waste in
the economy of grace. Did He deny that graciously importunate woman
who besought Him on behalf of her daughter, who was grievously
vexed with a devil, when "He answered her not a word "~ Oh, how
lovingly He drew forth that divinely implanted faith within that deal'
woman's heart, and in the end :laused her to go forth from the phce of
devils and dogs to the triuinph of hearing her Master's well-pleased

* Since the following article was penned, a precious extract upon the same
subject appeared in the current number of the GOSPEL' MAGAZINE, from, the pen
of God's gracious servant, Mr. JAMES WRIGHT.
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words, "0 woman, great is thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt.
And her daughter was made wbole from that very hoUl'." Trace Hi::;
actions, beloved reader, throughout His earthly ministry, and put
behind all that seemed as tangled tapestry to look upon, "Jesus
Himself knew what He would do," and see in the end, out of every
perplexing event, the blessed result of the faith testing.
" Lord, if Thou hadst been here my brother had not died," may cry
both the sorrow-stricken sisters at Bethany, but" He Himself kne\,."
what He would do," when He had stayed yet three days in the place
where He was, and permitted Lazarus His "friend" to die and bo
buried. "Said I not unto thee, if thou wouldest believe thou shouldest
see the glory of God~" Oh, beloved, when under any carking care,
surging sorrow, dire calamity, and vexing circumstance, may thi~.
message come over the tossing billows to your heart, and give you to be
silent to the Lord, and wait in the exercise of faith in Him who, when
He arises to still the angry waves, speaks the word of life-restoring,
loving peace to His tempest-tossed child, "It is I j be not afraid." In
the meanw bile, oh for grace to be still, to lie still, to stand still, and to
sit still! remembering how" He Himself knoweth what He will do!" and
thou shalt presently go forth to see" wonders wrought, and wrought
for thee."
He is Sovereign. He is thy Lord, He is thy Creator of thy natural
and thy spiritual breath. He is thy Saviour, King, Guide, Counsellor,
Wisdom, Strength, Guard, Brother, near Kinsman, Friend! What
want you more ~ What more can you possess than that is found in
Him ~ He, knowing all, knows with infinite capacity how to fill all needs.
"He knows what He will do" for thee, and in that doing show thee
how He has granted thee tby heart's heaven-born desire, and given
thee better than the best, and fed thee with that heavenly food,
" the finest of the wheat!" 1 es, "He Himself knew what He would
do" to those questioning disciples and that weary, hungry multitude.
Dear child of God, may this message comfort, console, and silence you.
It is full of majesty and strength. It is divine: therefore" fret not,"
"fear not," " stand still," " wait," and" hear" what God thy Lord shall
speak whilst He sball perform His pleasure. For" He is thy Lord,
worsbip thou Him!"
Is it a time of heart-breaking sorrow, when the waters are waters to
wade in ~ " Jesus Himself knClws what He will do " for thee, poor tried
soul.
Is it a matter of difficulty, and your way so hedged in that you
see no door out of it ~ Yet there is a way, and the door of that way
is never closed. See in Ezekiel's vi.,ion how" there was an enlarging
and a winding about still upward to the side chambers j for tbe
winding about of the house went still upward round about the
house: therefore the breadth of the house was still upward, and so
increased from the lowest chamber to the highest by the midst." Jesus
Himself knows what He is doing by all these circuitous leadings.
Is it a time of perplexity and trial of faith, when there seems nothing
for that faith meanwhile but to rest upon bare Omnipotency, when
'you are sore pressed and harassed to see the right of this severe pres-
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sure, and are tempted to exclaim, "If it had been such and such a way,
I could have understood it," &c. 1 'I.'here is no "if" nor" peradventure'
to foul the stream of our God's omnipotent dealings! All is plain
and open to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. His plans
can never be disjointed. His way can never be altered, nor His mind
changed. He rides on in unhurried majesty, bringing to pass the
counsel of His own will. " I know," He declares, "the thoughts that
I think towards you; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end." Yes," Jesus Himse1f knows all He wiII do!"
He knew it here in the circumstances connected with our
text. There is a desert place, a great multitude, a few learners of
their divine Master; a little lad singled out to be the human instrument of handing this great company their supper; so insignificant a
provision as "five barley loaves and two small fishes," and yet as the
hymnist says of Him: " The desert is an Eden, with Thy blest
company." The desert place was made the place of feasting and
blessing - the time of the people's extrell)ity that of their Lord's
opportunity-and to their wondering eyes were displayed some of the
abounding riches of His grace, sweet harbingers of more to follow,
and of better things on before.
Lord Jesus, if ever we be tempted to look upon insignificant means, and
question, " But what are they amongst so many 1" may we remember
'I.'hy power to perform, Thy love to devise, and Thy grace to effect
out of man's littles Thine exceeding greatness and goodness. More
often than not we are reminded of J ehovah's words, "The people are
too many for Me," when we know" there is 110 restraint in Him to
save by many or by few." Let us ever remember the words of our
text, He "Himself knew ~vhat FIe '/i'ouZel do," when our faith is being
tested and tried, and our hearts would question ,,-hence, how,
or where!
"No longer doubt, nor fear, nor grieve,
Nor on uncertain evils dwell;
Past, present, future calmly leave
To Him who will do all things well!"
R.
OH, come, Thml Spirit of glory and 0/ Ciud (1 Peter iy. 14), and
visit us; and, as all the fulness of the Godhead dwelJeth in
Christ, enable us by faith to draw out of that fulness to the good
of our souls. Oh, come, Thou Smm;e of all Ici"doifL (1 COl'. xii. 8),
and grant unto us those gifts which Thou knowest we have need
of. Oh, come, Thou Sovereign Disposer of all things (Dan. iv. 35),
and direct us amidst life's cares, and make us to feel that where
Thou leadest all must be well. Oh, come, Thou Author of the new
birth (John iii. 5, 6), and quicken that life which Thou hast created,
and cause us to be lively in divine things. Oh, come, Thou
Inspire1' and Teacher of the sacred Word (2 Tim. iii. 16), and unfolcl
Him who is the sum and substance of the Word, that future days
may be marked by much growth in gracc and the knowledge of
Him.-George COlcell.
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THE LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:As

THE PHYSICIAN•

., l[e £8 altogether lovely." -SOLOMOJ5'S SOKG Y. 16.
"They 1cere healed."-LuKE yi. 18.
LUKE gives us a sweet picture of the loveliness of Christ as the
GDod Physician in the sixth chapter of his Gospel, verses 17, 18,
19; where we read that when Jesus stood in the plain with His
disciples a great crowd of all sorts of people, from many different
directions, came to hear Him and to be healed by Him of their
diseases and complaints, especially those who were vexed with evil
spirits. The language of the narrative is vcry emphatic: "And the
whole multitude sought to touch Him: for there went virtue out of
Him, and healed them all." It is perhaps worth noticing that Luke
was a physician himself; and this fact possibly accounts for the
many graphic touches in his narratives of the miracles of healing
which Jesus wrought.
THE PUYSrcUK

who cured all the multitude was the Lord Jesus Christ. Now,
there are three things which peculiarly pertain to a physician. He
must have knowledge, skill, and willingness to exercise it. The
Lord Jesus has these qualifications in a superlative degree. He
knows His patients and He knows their maladies. Are we His
patients 1 What a comfort it is that He knows our sins (1 Peter
ii. 24), our thoughts (Matt. ix. 4), our hearts (Heb. iv. 12), our
feelings (Psalm ciii. 14), and our circumstances (Luke xii. 6). He
<tlso knows the true remedy which is in Himself, and has wisdom,
skill, and power to rightly apply it, and is moreover abundantly
willing to do so. He always healed all who sought Him who
needed healing. Some of the Puritans believed that the restoration
of the soul invariably accompanied the restoration of the body.
However this may be, it is certain that the temporal blessing was
a type of the spiritual blessing, both in the act and in the manner
'in which it was accomplished.
'Ve must consider
'fHE :JIULTlTUDE

who gathered round Jesus. They were a mixed company indeed.
His disciples were there (verse 17), who followed His steps, and
,Jearnt wisdom's lessons from His sweet lips. There were also numbers
from "all J udea and Jerusalem, and from the sea-coast of Tyre and
Sidon." It was a strange assembly of suffering humanity which
gathered round Jesus.
Many of them were vexed with unclean
spirits. All of them had heard of Him, they needed Him, they
sought Him, and when they saw Him they pressed towards Him
and crowded round Him, because they desired to receive these
two great blessings from Him-Instruction and Healing. They
--came" to hear Him and to he healed." It is a mercy so to come
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to Jesus day by day. All who thus seek Him find Him, receive His
teaching, and experience the putting forth of His power as J ehovahHophi in a peculiar manner. It must have been an interesting
sight to see all that eager multitude pressing forward to
TOUCH

Hnl,

for it was by a touch the healing was imparted. This fact yields
instruction in respect to several Gospel mysteries.
i. A touch implies the felt sense of Christ's presence. Personal
contact with the dear Saviour is indispensable to healing. Each must
receive healing for himself. One cannot touch for another. Individual experience of Jesus Christ gives the saving knowledge of Him.
which trul,}' needy, sensible sinners desire.
ii. Touching implies nearness. One must necessarily be close to
a person to be able to touch him. Thus the multitude was near
enough to Jesus to feel Hii' presence and to receive His gifts.
iii. The touch necessitatus the stretching forth of the hand, showing there is some strength. This strength is given by the word, when
Jesus bids the withered hand be stretched forth to Him.
We are
sure all those hands reaching after Jesus were empty, and it is possible
some were not very clean. But, whatever their state, and howeverweakly, tremblingly, and imperfectly, still they were reaching after
Jesus.
IV.
Moreover, it would be almost impossible to touch a person
unless the face were towards him. Oh, it is a mercy to be looking unto
Jesus as well as feeling after Him! There is much blessing in pressing
on, looking to the Lord, hoping to receive something from Him; nor
shall that hope prove vain. "There went virtue out of Him, and
healed them all."
THE VIRTUE

was something communicated, something conveyed from the Person of Jesus to the persons of the sick and afflicted. It consisted of a powerful
healing influence. There is virtue in His blood (1 Peter i. 19) to
cure all the diseases of the soul, and to cleanse from all sin (1 John 1.
7). There is virtue in His Name. The believer finds that"It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."

There is such virtue in His grace that it is all-sufficient to answer every
need, and it flows from Jesus in plenteous, rich abundance. How great
is the virtue of His lm'e! Often communicated ina promise put into
the empty, outstretched hand of faith, which lays hold of it and clings
to it. The power and blessedneEs of true religion lies in receiving
something from the Lord. This something is saving virtue secretly
given and made effectual 111
THE HEALIXG

of all sick and distressed people who flock round Jesus. He restores
them to soundness and health, drives away the evil spil'its, and very
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abundantly blesses the recipients of His mercy. Jesus seems to have
healed their bodies first, and to have taught them afterwards. This
appears to have been His usual order. The providential favours
received from Him prepared them for His graciJ:>us instruction. The
Work of,iHis power prepared for the Word of His lips j His Word
and work go together.
Bath.
E. C.
JEHOVAH'S GLORY.
THE glory of Jehovah in the salvation of His Church is a subject too
much neglected by God's people, and not sufficiently dwelt on by
ministers of the Gospel. It is a subject full of sweet and precious
comfort to the ~piritual mind down here, and also a theme we shall
admire with adoring wonder throughout the countless· ages of eternity.
In the first chapter of that precious Epistle to the Ephesians the .
inspirtld penman dwells largely on the subject. In holy ecstasy he
exclaims, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ: according as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation
of. the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him
in love j having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hathmade us
accepted in the Beloved." Verse 12, "That we should be to the
praise of His glory, who first trusted in Christ." Verse 14, He speaks
of the sealing of the Spirit, "Which is the earnest of our inheritance
until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of
His glory." Verse 18, the Apostle's prayer for the Church at
Ephesus is, "That ye may know what is the hope of His calling, and
what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints."
"Predestinated to be sons,
Born by degrees, but chose at once;
A new, regenerated race,
To praise the glory of His grace."
The Lord Jesus Christ has not only saved His people from their
sins, but He has redeemed them to God, as the song of those who are
already before the throne testifies, "And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof:
for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood
out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev.
v. 9). The dear Saviour, in that memorable prayer which He offered
up to His Father, just previous to His cross and passion, said,
"Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may
glorify Thee." "I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the
work which Thou gavest Me to do." The whole tenour of the life
oi Jesus when on earth was to seek to do His Father's will, and to
enhance His glory in the salvation of His people. The sickness and
death of Lazarus was for the glory of God (John xi. 4, 40). Martha
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~nd Mary had no idea of this when their brother died. . How often;

beloved, has this been the case in our experience! When passing
through deep waters of trial and affiiction,painful bereavements and
.sore temptations, we have "wondered where the scene would end."
Eut "afterward it has yielded the peaceable fruits of righteousness,"
cand we have ascribed unto God all the glory. Blessed God, help us,
:as we pass through the wildemess, to sing to Thy praise.
Christ, according to the stipulations of the everlasting Covenant,
!undertook to redeem all that the Father gave into His hand. As He
said, "All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me, and him that
'cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 3, 7). The
Apostle, writing to the Romans, says, ., Receive ye one another, as
"Christ also received us, to the glory of God" (Rom. xv. 7). The Old
'Testament Church, speaking to God the Father conceming the Etemal
:Son, says: "His glory is great in Thy salyation: honour and majesty
hast Thou laid upon Him" (Psalm xxi. 5). And when" He writeth
up the people," He will say to His Father, "Here am I, and the
children whom Thon hast given Me." As Christ has done so much
,to procure our salvation, and thereby to glorify His Father, is there
not a solemn obligation laid upon us, dear fellow believer, to glorify
Him also in our life, walk, and conversation 1 He that spake as
never man spake, said, "Let your light so shine before men, that they
1ffiay see your good works, arId glorify your Father which is in
heaven" (Matt. v. 16). Again," Herein is My Father glorified, that
:ye bear much fruit" (John xv. 8). The Apostle's desire for the saints
cat Philippi was this, "I pray that your love may abound yet more
.and more, in knowledge and in all judgment." "Being filled with the
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, nnto the glory and
prais3 of God" (Phi!. 1. 9, 11). Oh, beloved, as we are God's property,
being bought with no less a price than His own blood, let us seek
'grace at His hand, to glorify Him in our body and in our spirit,
'which are God's (1 Cor. 6, 20).
Further, as the Holy Ghost is one with the Father, and the Son in
~he Divine essence, "Who with the Father and the Son together is
'worshipped and glorified," we must not forget the part He effectually
;performs in the economy of grace, in the ultimate salvation of the
··Church. It is His prerogative to quicken the soul" dead in trespa!'ses
'and sins" into life, and in the Divine communications of His grace
'to revive and sustain that life of which He is the Author and Giver.
All true and vital religion has its seat in the heart. "For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession
;is made unto salvation" (Rom. x. 10). Again," The heart of the
'wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth instruction to his lips"
·(Prov. xvi. 23). It is the Holy Spirit's gracious operation in the
iheart that distinguishes the believer from the mere professor. The
-dear Redeemer, when about to depart out of this world, said to His
:sorrowing disciples, "It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I
go not away, the Comfortel' will not come unto you; but if I depart,
I will send Him unto you. And when He is come, He will reprove
''the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment. He shall
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glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you"
(John xvi. 7, 8, 14). He it is that rules, governs, and sanctifies the
Church militant, and will also be the infallible teacher of every elect
Tesselof mercy, down to the end of the age, when the topstone of
the spiritual temple shall be "brought forth with shoutings of Grace,
Grace unto it." Finally, when" Christ shall appear the second time~
without sin unto salvation "-when· the dead shall be raised, and all
the nations of the earth shall stand before the great white throne-·
when" every eye shall see Him, they also that pierced Him "-every
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess, God's dear people in a way
of grace and admiration-the wicked-infidels, scoffers, and Socinians in,
a way of condemnation and confusion-that" Jesus Christ is Lord, to.
the glory of God the Father." " For of Him, and through Him, ami
to Him are all things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen."
London.
H. PARKER.
INTERCESSION.
(1 Tar. ii. 1.)

To THE REV. A. C--.
JESUS maketh intercession
Intercede in quiet evening,
At the Throne for thee,
When the sun is gone,
Imitate thine Intercessor
When the silent, sober shadowsWith humility;
Rest upon the lawnIntercede for hi~h and low,
When the children, fair alit.
Wise and simple, friend and fop.
flowers,
Sleep in dainty chamber-bowers_
Intercede at early morning,
When the house is still,
Intercede (if thou be wakeful)
When the star-lights faintly
In the solemn night,
When the moon, like ship.
glimmer
O'er the garden chillmajestic,
When the dew-drops coldly lie
Sails in peaceful heightIn the grassy meadows by.
When the land beyond the sky.
Seems so very, very nigh.
Intercede in radiant noontide;
Breathe a brief request
Jesus mn,keth intercession
When thy hands are filled with
At the throne above;
labour,
Imitate thine Intercessor,
Pure, and sweet, and blest;
Whom thy soul doth love;
When the earth is filled with
fntercede with fervency
light,
For thy house, thy flock-and:
By the sun-orb's presence bright.
?ne.
ISA•.

THE Lord's living and hungry people are look out men.
You
know what it is at our coastguard stations' to see a man pacing
up and down, always on the look out.
Just so is it with the
Christian. If it be in the house of prayer, he is always on the
look out for his Lord. If it be in the ministry of the Word, what
is his uppermost desire ~ To look out for Christ, if haply he may
find Him he wants-the revelation of Christ to his soul.-Georg(}
Cowell.
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PASTORAL NOTES.
U NSURPASSABLE

LOVE.

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his
life for his f1·iends."-JoHN xv. 13, 14.
lIow true this is! Great love has been shown in ever-so-many
ways, and under a great variety of circumstances, but certainly no
greater love has ever been shown than that of a' man deliberately
laying down his life for others. A remarkable instance is recorded
of this in connection with a shipwreck. A ship foundered, and the
crew escaped on a raft, but after being tossed about upon the sea
for many days, they found that their stock of provisions had run so
short, that it seemed impossible that it could maintain the ,,,hole of
them until they could reasonably expect to obtain assistance, and so
they resolved that lots should be cast, and that first one, and then,
if it were necessary, another and another of their number should be
thrown overboard, in order, if possible, to save the rest. The first
time the lot was cast, it fell upon one of two brothers, and he
accordingly, was at once condemned to die. He was the elder of
the two, l;md he did not hesitate to accept his fate; but when his
comrades came forward to carry out their resolve, his young brother
interposed, and said, "He shall not die; he has a wife and young
children dependant upon him, and his life is far more valuable than
mine; I will die in his place." And so he did, notwithstanding several
efforts on the part of his brother to alter his determination. Was not
this an evidence of great love, and of as great love as any human being
can show towards anothed But the Saviour's love was greater still,
-immeasurably greater,-for He not merely laid down His life for
His friends, but He laid it down for those who had been His
enemies by wicked works, and in doing so He gave His very soul
as "an offering for sin," and bore in His own person its awful
penalties.
"We ,may not know, we cannot tell,
What pains He had to bear,
But we believe it was for us
He hung and su:lfer'd there."
Think of it, my soul! meditate deeply upon it; try to realize what
it means; try to realize it as a fact which pertains to thee individually
and personally; and be filled with adoring wonder, admiration,
gratitude, love, and praise. What was there in thee that such love
should be shown towards thee 1 Didst thou deserve it 1 Hast thou
shown thyself worthy of it 1 Only by loving canst thou make any
return for such love. See that thou fail not in making that return.
"What language shall I borrow
To thank Thee, dearest Friend,
For this Thy dying sorrow,
.
Thy pity without end P
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make me Thine for ever;
And should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never
Outlive my love to Thee."

'fHE FRIEKDS OF JESUS.

" Ye are jf;ly friends, if ye do whatsoever I command yoU."-JOHN xv. 14.
A NOBLEMAX-LoRD BRooKEs-was a great admirer of SIR PHILIP SYDKEY,
the hero of the battle of Zutphen; and before he died he left directions
that a tombstone should be erected over his grave, with simply
these words engraven upon it :-" Here lies a friend of SIR PHILIP
SYDXEY." He considered it to be so great an honour to be numbered
amongst the friends of that great and go::xl man, that that was the
only fact c'Jnnected with his name which he wished to be recorded.
.How great the honour to be a friend of the Lord Jesus! . ¥ust not
the disciples have felt it to be such, when they realized, as they did
after their Lord's ascension, and after the outpouring of His promised
gift of the Holy Spirit, how great and glorious a Being He was?
What were earthly honours and distinctions compared to this 7 To
be the acknowledged friends of the King of kings! The friends of
Him who had not only shown himself to be possessed of the most
marvellous power and wonderful wisdom, but who had proved Himself
to be most kind and loving, thoughtful, sympathizing, and friendly;
a Friend, indeed, who "loveth at all times," and who "sticketh
closer than a brother." How often, in their times of special trial
and bitter persecution, in lonely exile, or in loathsome prisons and
dungeons, enduring fearful tortures, or with horrible forms of death
confronting them, and forsaken of every earthly friend and helper,
must they have remembered their Master's words, assuring them of
-His friendship, and been helped and cheered and comforted by the
thought of them.
What a delightful fact it is that this great privilege and honour
was not restricted to the disciples, but that it belongs to every faithful and obedient follower of the Lord Jesus!
'Ve, too, are His
friends, if by grace we are enabled to fulfil the condition, that we do
whatsoever He commands us. Are we diligent in endeavouring to
fulfil this condition 7 Are we careful in noticing His commands,
bearing them in mind, and honestly and persevering endeavouring,
to the very best of our ability, to obey them 7 Happy for us if it be
so. The elect of God are "chosen according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit 1tnto obedience"
(1 Peter i. 2), and such obedience as that" every thought is _to be
brought into captivity" to it (2 Cor. x. 5). Here is an evidence of
friendship, and a test of it. "He that hath ~Iy commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me: and he that loveth Me shall
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest
:NIyself unto him." Oh that this evidence may be shown in us, by
Divine grace, more and mor"6, and then we shall more and more enjoy
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the fulfilment (If this gracious promise, and more and more realize the
greatness of this distinguished honour of being THE FRIENDS OF
JESUS.
THE IDENTITY OF JESUS.
Jesus... shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen Him go into heaven."-ACTS i. 1l.
WHAT a deep significance these words must have had to the disciples!
When they anticipated their Master's return, after they had seen His
glorious ascension, they might have been inclined to think that He
would be so altered when He came again that they would be scarcely
able to recognize Him, and that, crowned with majesty and glory, His
bearing towards them would be very different to what it had been
before; but these sweet words-" this same .Tesus "--,would re-assure
them.
"This same Jesus "-the same as He had been ,to them during all
their journeyings with Him, their loving, sympathizing, kind-hearted
Friend, patiently bearing with their weaknesses and infirmities,
helping them in their difficulties, enlightening them in their ignorance; and, although He was their great Lord and Master, proving
Himself to be truly "meek and lowly in heart."
Have we not noticed sometimes changes in our relatives and friends,
changes which have surprised and grieved us 1 It may be that we too
have become changed, and the change in us or in our demeanour has
intensified the changes in them; but nevertheless we have distinctly
noticed such changes, and particularly so when our relatives or friends
have prospered in worldly things, and become wealthy, or risen to a
higher social position j they were evidently then by no means the same
to us as they had been before; but there will be no such change in our
beloved Lord.
Two young officers in India, meeting one day a native convert to
Christianity, asked him in a bantering and flippant sort of way,
"How is Jesus Christ to-day 1" The convert seemed surprised, and
gently reproved them, and then said very seriously and earnestly,
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." It is
stated that this answer, and the manner in which it was given, had a
very remarkable and salutary effect upon the young officers.
" Shall so come." It is a certainty; not "may come,", or, "perhaps.
will come," but" shall come." The Saviour's coming seems ,very long
delayed, but it will be at the right and pre-appointed time; and His
people are enjoined continuously to look out for it, and patiently to
wait for it.
Some years ago a gentleman, having some business to transact at
the East India Company's offices in London, went there accompanied by
his littl,~ son of six years of age•. When he arrived there, he told his
son to wait outside while he transacted his business, and that he would
come again to him. But he became so engrossed in his business, that
he forgot all about his son; and when he had finished, he left the
- offices by another door and went home. As he sat down to dinner, his,
"This same
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wife asked him where their son was 1 and then the father suddenly
l'emembered that he had left him in the City! Starting up from the
table, he ran out of his house, engaged the first conveyance he could
find, and made his way with all possible speed to the place where he
had left his child. How anxiously he looked out when he drew near
the place! but there was the little fellow, patiently and quietly
waiting- he had been waiting there for four hours I-and, aB the
rather ran up the steps to the place where he stood, he uttered no
word of remonstrance or complaint, but simply said, "Father, I knew
that you would come, because you said you would." Is not this an
ever-desirable attitude for the Lord's dear people, namely, patiently
waiting for their beloved Master ~ and when He appears, will they not
joyfully exclaim, " Lord, we knew that You would come, because You
said You would" 1
Hatfo'l'd Redo)'y, Fal'ingdon.
D. A. DOUDKEY.

GOD'S JEWELS.
JEWELS are the most precious of all things, much more so than
gold; we talk of priceless jewels, but God's jewels are priceless
indeed, "bought with the precious blood of Christ." Jewels are
imperishable, Christ's jewels never perish. Jewels are dug out of
the earth, Christ's jewels are taken "out of the miry clay and
horrible pit." The great use of jewels is to shine; Christ's jewels
should let their light shine before men. Jewels are of varied hues;
so Christ's jewels have love, kindness, sympathy, zeal, holiness,
humility; they must shine in His presence.-&lected.

HONEY IN THE WILDERNESS.
You need not fear, dear tried believers; however bitter the trials and
troubles may be through which you are passing, however perplexing
the circumstances in which you lllay be placed, there shall be no
distress) no despair, that shall so rest upon you' as to bring you
down and crush you under it, for it is Ollr dear and loving Lord who
measures out all our Eo1'rows.-G. D. DOlldney.

,>
..

PRAYER is the echo of a promise.-Philip Hem·y.
SOME sinners toil all their lives to obtain righteousness, but in vain.
God makes sinners righteous in a moment. That very moment a
sinner believes in Jesus he is perfectly righteous; the righteousness
of the Son of God is imputed to him, and put upon him.-Mason.
WE live in dark times, but if Jesus is ours, how rich is the
consolation arising from the assurance we have, that it is He who
rules the storm, and will overrule it for the good of thos!' that are
His. Oh, for increasing evidence that He is ours, and that we are
Hi!!! if so, as to us, all will be well.-Watts lVil7cinson.

11- - - - - . _ - - - .
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LETTERS BY THE LATE "WAYSIDE NOTES" WRITEB-.
HITHERTO U KPUBLISHED.
Ilj01'd, Odobe?' 2nd, 1867.
PAPA'S best love to his precious little RUTH, and he wishes her
many, many happy retluns of her birthday, and trusts that she will be
like RU'l'H in the Bible, who found joy, happiness and peace, and
was exceedingly. blessed of God;
I trust my own sweet little RUTH
May learn to value Bible truth;
And live for many years to be
Blest by the Gl'eat Eternal Three.
PAPA.

llford, Odo7!el' 3rd, 1869.
PAPA'S

wishMy birthday wish for you, dear RUTH,
Is this, my precious one :'I'hat you may thus in early youth,
Have grace divine begun.
. Because if thus the seed be sown,
It never can decay;
God will protect and keep His own,
Until the perfect day.
May Jesus bless you, precious RUTH;
Read well His sacred Word;
He il:l the Way, the Life, the Truth,
That leads to heaven and God.

BUTton-on-Trent, Manh 2nd, 1880.
RUTH,-Your letter now handed to me by the midday post, Tuesday, which I should not have got until to-morrow
did I not always get one of the clerks to call for the mid-dl1Y
letters. And now, dear, as you are thirsting for home news, I wjll
put everything else aside and have a paper chat with you. I do
not know how it is they have missed writing you from home this
week. Dear Mamma is really wonderfully well, for her. I am so
pleased to hear you are comfortable. Of course, all will never, be
plain sailing in this world, and in every station we have to learn
that this is not our rest. I can enter into your wish to go into
Wallingford, for the sake of the truth. It little matters about the
instrnment, so .that we get the pure truth of God. I did hope you
would have heard the pure truth at the little church, but, alas,
few' and far between are the churches of dear old England that are
,not tainted with Ritualism. • • .. I am thankful the Lord has
granted me the desire of my heart, and my volume of the
" Wayside Notes" is now being forwarded t{) the subscribers. Good
JOHN KING, of North Stoke! Do call upon him if you can. He is

My

PRECIOUS
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a dear man of God, I enjoyed myself much with him. Mrs. K1SG
is also a Christian woman.
And now, my precious, I shall go home to stir them up to write
- 'you. The Lord will sustain you, in His own best way, and feed
'you with the Word, according to Covenant promi8e. To Him I
{lommend you, my precious RUTH. Lord, favour her with the
flj,vour Thou bearest unto Thy people, and visit her with the joys
""'~\\ ~~Th.\~"'I:\;~ ~'\ ~\\.':l 'i:,'o.\"'O.\,\,I;)~. ~."'C"'I:, ~'C'O.."'I:

father,

"''''-'C,

'3"''''-':. '&~~~t\.()'Ii'3.te

GEORGE COWELT"

Shobnall Gmnge, Bwtori-on-T1'ent, ilfarch 11th, 1880.
PRECIOUS RUTH,-I hfl.ve ordered, for your acceptance, a volume
-of "\Vayside Notes" to be forwarded to you. 'I'rusting my dear
~irl may in reading them, derive some soul profit and comfort, and
often think of her loving father, long after he has gone to' his
€ternal home. I am, my own precious RUTH, your affectionate
father,
GEORGE COWET.I..
~IY

Burton-on-Trent, November, 1880.
A few lines to my precious RU'l'H, to thank her for all her tokens of
affection on the anniversal'y of my birthday. Dear GEORGE has been
wi~h us, and I have just seen him off to Derby, for Manchester.
Is
it not kind of him! It cheel's both of us to receive such manifesta.tions
of our beloved children's affection. It must be a treat for yOll to
hear dear, good Mr. GODSON'S testimony for Christ, and to Ji:~lOW
-one of such kindred spirit. Thank you, dear, for Olney Hymns-worth
their weight in gold. Dear thoughtful WAmER sends me CHARKOCK'S
Chief of Sinners. How all study to do that which they know 'will
be pleasing to me! Bless them! They are joyous at the thought
-and anticipation of Christmas. Dear CLEMENT and EUGIE, too, have
written most affectionately. SARAH HA1!MOND, the aged widow, writes
to me, "Very precious were the 'Dewdrops' in this present month.
They distilled into my sorrowful heart like oil and honey from thl'
--flinty rock." With fondest love, I am, dear, your affectionate father,
GEO. COWELL.
Queen's Hotel, Chester, Jlal'ch 1st, 1881.
My PRECIOUS RUTH,-\Velcome was your .long letter, received just
before starting from home this morning. I have been to-day into
Shropshire, travelling on through pretty but 'wintry scenery into
Cheshire, arriving here abollt an hour ago, and now after coffee, with
gentlemen talking all around me, must write a few lines' to my precious
couple at Barlaston. I popped the" G. M." into the" G. C." bag, -;,' so
have been feasting upon sundry bedewings by the way. Thank- you,

.'

• His tra.velling bag was jokingly' called the" G. C. bag," as by the initials
gilded thereon he was once reco~ised by some great lovers of "Wayside
-Notes" in a. railway carriage.
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dearest, for all your valued expressions of affection for dear Mamma
and myself. We have our trials, but such affection cheerM us in the
midst of them. Yes, on Saturday next our dear EmIUND sails in the
Cunard ship Bothnia for New York. I have secured a comfortable
berth for him, paid for him through to Chicago, and have written by a
previous mail to Mr. WAI'I'E, who has promised to do all he can for
him. • . . • By the way, tell dear, precious ElIfMA I so much regret
the pressure of a legion of things hindered me writing her for her
birthday, but she may feel assured that she has a large place in my
heart. I am sure it must be a comfort for her to have you. And
now, dear ones, in the absence of the lower streams of grace, I commend you to Him who is the Fountain Head. All fulness is in Him
to supply all our wants. I have lately had precious testimonies concerning "Wayside Notes." I needed them, for my poor unbelieving
heart was giving way to the fear that the Lord was putting me
aside, and causing me to be like "a bottle in the smoke." . Give my
kindest regards to Mr. ani ~Jrs. PANKHURST; and with fond love to
you both, I am, your affectionate father,
GEORGE COWELL.
8, SO'uth Parade, Sout7z8ea, July 1st, 1885.
PRECIOUS;-I am afraid you will begin to think I am not like my
Master, "a Faithful Promiser," for I promised to write often to you,
but what with visitors and visiting, the days and minutes fly rapidly.
However, I am determined before the dear Doctor (DouDNEY) comes in
ae usual, to try and accomplish my wish. I expect dear Mamma has
told you much of our doings, that I very likely shall be going ovel'
some of the ground again. Well, dear, after a really nice and comfortable easy journey on Saturday (a journey of 210 miles from
door to door) only fancy dear Mamma able to start out after tea
with me to see dear EMMA and Mr. and Mrs. PANKHURST, and I on to
Mrs. BALDWIN'S. I should have said also that when our cab pulled up
at No. 8, there was the dear old Doctor ready to greet us, and it seemed
so nice.
Sunday was a high day to such thirsty souls as Mrs. BALDWIN and
ourselves. Mamma in the morning rested. Dear Dr. and Mrs.
DOUDNEY, Mrs. GEORGE DOUDNEY, and self had a carriage, and calling
for Mrs. BALDWIN, went to the Circus. Dear MARTIN preached a truly
sweet and soul-profitable sermon, from Deut. xxxii. 11, 12. After
service I found myself surrounded by some dear readers of "Wayside
Notes." There were at least a dozen, some in tears, and all warmly
greeting poor unworthy" G. C." I wish I could remember the points
of dear MARTIN'S sermon to tell you. He preached at great length,
bringing out marvellous truths in which my soul revelled. Mrs. BAWWIN was full of joy.
We sang "0 Thou from whom all goodness
flowEI," which revived within me a remembrance of St. George's,
EgbastoD, when one week evening I was bathed in tears under the
sweetness of Christ in a time of trial.
Well, dear, in the evening some of us again heard dear MARTIN. A
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full and glorious sermon from Judges vi. 25, 26. It was marvellous,
the unseen truth of God,' which the dear man brought out from the
life of Gideon. The only thing I feel about dear MARTIN'S preaching
is, it is too rich to take all in, strong meat indeed! for it is
impossible to remember all, and yet the Saviour remains.
~Irs.
BALDWIN was joyous. She feels with us the privilege of such preaching. On Monday the dear DOCTOR called in as usual, and I went with
him to Mr. ALDWEI,L'S house. The trio of lovers of the truth sat for an
bour in dear ALDWELL'S study in swe~t converse about spiritual things,
Mrs. ALDWELL also joining ns. On our return dear MARTIN called.
i\lrs. BALDWIN, dear DAvID JOHr;;soN, and Captain KEY came in the
afternoon, the two former staying to tea, and afterwards accompanying
us to a Bible reading at Captain VICKARY'S. '1'here was some slight
opposition to the doctrines of grace here, but Dr. JACKSON, who presided,
''IllS £l.\:=, i1:1 ''Ibich l \!'u.,?,?\l"l:~1l him, 'd.,-,<i 'N~ 'd.tt~"I:\'1'd."l:Il\!' "'1'd.\.k.~d. an.d.

talked together as brothers. I felt a great oneness to him.
And now, darling, I must turn to your letter, which I received with
joy. Dear DOUDNEY misses you here greatly. They are next door to
us, but moving to their old lodgings shortly. But I must close my
yarn. Captain KEY has booked me for Sunday week, and perhaps one
service next Lord's Day. vVe are going to hear the DOCTOR preach at
the Circus this evening. My fondest love to the dear trio at home.
'\Trite often, darling, to your fond father,
GEORGE CowELL.

!-

~\

BU1'ton·on-l'i'ent, A1tgUSt 7th, 1889.
AT last the long.looked-for letter to hand from my dear RUTH.
TrUly welcome was it, dearest. Have only time for a paper cha.t in
l'eturn, penning things as thoughts arise. How nice for you to be
with Mrs. BALDWIN-two who can walk together because so wellagreed, and one in Christ and in the best things. I know you will
enjoy it. Whenever I think of dear :Mrs. BALDWIN, I feel, "Would
that I had more of her sweet, uniform spirit and were more like
her!" I know well she is beloved in her neighbourhood. Your words
about Cockfield call to my mind many happy seasons in connection
with testimony and talks of Him whom our souls love. Such work
you know my heart is alive to, but ofttimes His permittings are very
mysterious! No doubt, however, all is well. You refer to Stapenhill,
dear. Yes, NELLY and self went. In speaking I had much joy, and
in the testimonies from many there was much to cheer me.
One
dear old lady (so like dear Aunt LADE) seemed lifted up in great
joy, and exclaimed, "Oh, this was just what I wanted!" . . . You
will I know, dear, be pleased to hear of the encouragements received
with regard to my new work, so that I cannot do otherwise than
proceed to publish with thankfulness and trust. Miss MOORE, of
Hackensack, sends substantial help. Another lady has ordered fifty
copies, and many promised orders, so that it is very cheering. I .am
just now, in your absence, my own secretary, having everything
~arefully entered for my absent fellow-labourer! . . . I shall be
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interested to recei,'ed details' of your visit to dear. old Bul'y St.
Edmunds. Many happy days in connection with the happiest of all
work I had there. I wonder if you will meet with any of the old
friends. Dear LOUIE is now well, thinking of her jOjJrney to France,
and I am glad KATE talks of meeting her at Newhaven. The weather
is very stormy and it is thundering as I write. The.. . . seem
very nice people, and have been up to the Grange several times.
His preaching, to my mind, is not calculated to feed the Church
of. God, but very useful in boldly contending for the evidences of
Christianity-very necessary in these sceptical days. Am ,glad you
heard Mr. BURGESS at Chelmsford. I once much enjoyed his teaching.
Well, dear, I must bring this scribble to a close. Mercies abound,
and I was thinking with regard to the world's opposition and the
difficulties which beset us, of our Lord's sayings this morning, in
the parable of the "certain husbandman," Matt. xxi. 33. ,Time gone.
Your loving father,
GEORGE COWELL.
i

Fell1"uaT'!J 27th, 1889.
DEAREsT,-I 'asked for a portion, % and singularly opened upon these
words, which, without going into context. or connection, seemed enough
and everything to me and fm' me. "Now, 0 my son, the Lord be
with thee" (1 Chron. xxii. 11).
Your loving
FATHER.
Buriol/-oll-Trent, A,lIuuot 8th, 1891.
(Attached to the first sheet is the hymn, "For a season called to
part.")
My PRECIOUS RUTH,-I have been looking and longing for a letter
all.. the week. 'Velcomed this morning.
Yes, dear, I enjoyed my
visit to Mr. BARLOW and Sheepshed much. But I must tell you of
a mishap at Loughboro'. I lost my Bible out of the trap, which
the good people had sent to Loughboro' station to meet me. My
friend put it on the seat, and it must haTe worked out, I fancy, soon
after leaving the station I value it because of the private notes, and
also cullings from dear Mr. BASCOMBE'S old books. HaTe communicated
with the police, and Mr. HUSBAND is making every inquiry, but as
Sunday was previous to Bank Holiday, and hundreds were about, I
fear I shall not get it. I can only hope and pray that it may be
made a blessing to the one into whose hands it has faJlen. I think
my name and address was in it. In it also were my notes for the
morning sermon, so I was obliged to cast myself more than ever upon
the Lord: I am sure we had the Divine Presence, especially in the
evening, when my hand was grasped, and a " God bless you, Si?'," real
and fervent. Yet my joys soon vanished, "lest I should be exalted
above measure." Am so glad you are resting and the change doing
you good. Of cou~se I miss you immensely.

*

*

*

*

"On leaving home.

•

*

..
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Give my Christian love to LomE HAMMOND. It is enviable to be
able to see the bright side of things lOur LouEYtalks of retum.ing
to Brinscale. I ,shall so miss her. She has been quite a comp&.nion
to me. ·The Lord abundantly bless you, darling. Yours in the flesh
and in the Spirit,

G. C.
Noremuel' 19th, 1891.
ALWAYS welcome yours, dearest, as you well know. So glad that the
poor "babbler's" testimony was received so well. If we are faithful
to the Master and His truth, who can tell results? . "It shall not
return unto Me void," is His own assurance. In taking the chair.
at Mr. A.---'s parish meeting I said, "I must first, in so, doing say a
word about myself. I wish it to be distinctly understood that I
am not in the least way compromising the principles I hold dear'
by being here. I feel as strongly as ever, that the vagaries
carried on in the Church of England are distasteful to all thoughtful
men, disastrous to the spiritual success, and dishonouring to God."
At the close of the meeting a vote of thanks was proposed, with
the speaker's hope that I should be found oftener among them. To
which I replied that" when you have taken down your super altar;
when you remove the cross from the table, and lay aside your fine
vestments, and cease from your decorations, then, and not till then,.
will you see more of me." Mr. A--· went with me afterwards to 'fhe
Grange, and his own remark will tell you the results: "I am
glad the meeting has been held. It has now led me to feel the
pulse of the meeting and individuals, and I now find I have not a
single friend at Shobnall but Mr. COWELL;" adding, '~I will at once
write to the Bishop and send in my resignation." God bless and
preserve you, dearest. Love to deal' G. and self. Your loving and
affectionate father,
GEORGE COWELL.
Llalldlldno, July 8th, 1892.
I HAVE done, darling, with making my plans for the future/·'. being
so constantly foiled, but may just tell you of little hopes that ran
through my mind in a quiet moment this morning. On Saturday,
6th (D.V.), I propose to return to Bm'ton, showing NELLY Chester
Cathedral, &c., en l'oute, spending the Sunday at home, and journeying with you and dear E~lllIA to London on the 18th, if arrangements for you are made by then. I might run on to dear W ALTER'S
for a day or two, and then, if the way is clear, proceed to Hastings.
But as often as I build my sandhill and pat it up with the spade
of assurance, when on rolls a big wave and washes it all away.
It is so nice having dear HUDSON, EDITH, and Miss FLETCHER so
near. They are constantly with us and we with them. This after-.
• Allusion is here made to a very trying time of suspense and waiting,
previous to his daughter's journey to Lonchm to be under medical specialists ..
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noon EDITH· came, bringing dear little PHYLLIS to see Grandpapa.
While out, the Rev. C. T. A-- called and left his card. His
ministry has been very helpful to me, that while here I feel I shall
not go elsewhere. We are told he is greatly beloved by his people.
Besides grace, it is so nice to meet with one of sanctified education.
I think I told you he has been a clergyman in the Established
Church.
I trust, dear, in the land of dearth you are still cheered and
comforted by direct communications from Him you so much love.
:May the Spirit enlarge your heart in the knowledge of Divine
things, quicken your faith, and continue to sanctify your affliction.
I sigh for such a measure of sweet patience and abiding faith as
you possess.
I enclose letters from some of the family of God, which I thought
you might like to read. The Rev. S- - is one we ought to know.
In the heat this afternoon, I got under the shadow of a great rock,
and enjoyed a 'View of Ghrist as such. I was on my way to meet
H. and E, who had gone to what is called the Happy Valley. This
also was suggestive of spiritual thoughts, profitable to one's soul.
Sunday afternoon services are held in this so-called" Happy Valley."
. . . . . . I feel very thankful that I am keeping better than at
the beginning of the week. Give my fond love to dear Mamma,
who is never out of my thoughts. Accept also for yourself, darling,
and dear E1fMA. Your loving and affectionate father,
GEOHGE COWELL.
BUl'ton·on-Tl'ent, August 8th, 1892.
YOUR letter, dearest, to Mamma yesterday interested me, for in
the midst of much to depress, the kindnesf$ of human sympathy
must be cherished, but above all this, how precious is our own dear
Saviour's tenderness to His own in their sufferings and afflictions.
He has both power to support, and pity, and comfort, and you
darling, are feeling this, I know,. in all that He is pleased you
should pass through. One day, shall we not see the need of it all,
and ascribe praise unto His name, for all in connection with the
pathway home ~ Your dear mother is wonderful. Only fancy, on
Saturday, her being able to drive so far as Orgreave for lunch,
O'oing through the Hall and grounds, and spending some hours there!
I cannot regret sending dear Dr. DOUDNEY the card that I did
about you, dear. Under parental distress I penned it, and if it
has brought your name into print, it rejoices my heart to note how
my beloved is borne upon the hearts of so many of the Lord's dear
people. I do think a little notice will be looked for by many in
the next issue, and I feel nothing would be more acceptable than
a 'few words to the dear Doctor from your own pen. But this I
leave to your judgment and wish in the matter.
The Lord abundantly bless you, darling.
He has promised to
strengthen the "weak hands" and "confirm the feeble knees," and
He does say to us in the· oft fltintness of the heart, "Be strong,.
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fear not." Into His hands I commit my darling. Peace be with you.
Love to my precious firstborn. Your loving and affectionate but
anxious father,
GEORGE COWELI~.
October 3Td, 1893.
DEAREs'l',-Thank dear E - - for her cheering post-card about you.
God continue to favour you. And this is the anniversary of another
of your birthdays, or rather shall I say birth-nights 1 for I call to
remembrance what was one of the most anxious nights of my life.
The poor dear hung, as it were, between life and death, but it was a
life triumph. And why 1 Because she was bringing forth" an heir of
glory." The thought melts me, darling, but it is blessedly true, and
I ask for you every promised blessing on the ground of that heirship.
It is a lovely morning. Such a budget! I send you some; only
do not let them trouble you, darling. I have been resting upon the
promise, "The Lord shall bless you more and more, you and your
children." I take Him at His word and believe He will. Kind
remembrances to all kindred ones with and about you. Your
affectionate father,
GEORGE COWELL.

For further letters to the same, see JIemoriuls of a
Life, pages 127-135.

Grar;i!i1l8

THE GLORIOUS NAME OF JESUS.
JESUS! heaven's Treasury,
What music can more beautiful
The Palace where I find
Than Jesus, Jesus sound P
.Protection from the stormy blast,
Touch but that single chord,
The tempest and the wind;
My heart with joy will bound.
o sweetest Name, all loveliness,
How can I be disconsolate?
All fragrance dwells in Thee;
For Jesns' name implies
All consolation that I need,
A Saviour and a Conqueror!
All joy and peace for me.
Who claims me for the skies.
Thou art the living Bread from heaven,
The ma.nna that doth cause
Distaste for Egypt's wonted food,
That wins the world's applause;
Thou o'er the Canaan wilderness
Dost still Thy sweetness shed:
By this my weary pilgrim soul
From day to day is fed.
-Johann Hm'1'mann, 1620.

o

NEVER mind the little things of life, and personal mattErs that
can be no food for the family; write, when you have something to
write, of Him. When you have seen the King in His beauty, when
realized courtly favour, when you have received a message
from the Lord, when you have gained a fresh unfolding
of Jesus, at such times withhold it not-it is miserly to. eat
thy "loaf" alone; share it with thy brethren. Jesus brake and
gave it to His disciples; cannot you give a portion to the hungry 1
-George COlIJell.
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SUBSTANCE. OF ·AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE
GEORGE MULLER.
(PHIL. i. 6;

MR.

JOB xTii. 9.)

'rHE prospect of om eternal security in Christ is unspeakably
blessed., Conscjous as we who are believers are of our utter weakness and helplessness, oh, how precious to have such a word as
this! 'l'htl good work, wheresoever it is begun, howsoever Satan
may hinder it, howsoever he may use every possible means to eradicate this good work (it cannot be done), will be carried on, and the
wea~est and feeblest believer in Christ will be at last in glory.
And
we should increasingly seek to enter into this, for our own comfort not
merely, but in order that our hands may be strengthened in God.
Wc should seek .to ponder more and more this precious truth, that
we are apprehended by God in Christ Jesus to be conformed to His
image; nothing'short of this. Everyone of us who is a believer in
Christ will be perfectly like Christ hereafter. How precious this is !
"Vile, worthless, '5Uilty sinner though I am," we should say to
ourselves individually as believers, "I shall be like Christ inwardly
and outwardly, heavenly.minded like Christ; and Satan, with
all his attempts to keep me, will never be able to get me,
for 'He who hath begun a good work in me, will perform
it until the' day of Jesus Christ.''' Oh, how precious, how
precious this I
In the first l>rlrt of the verse in Job we have the confirmation of
what has been stated already, but now comes another point, here
is something for the time-state, "He that hath clean hands shall
be stronger and stronger." While yet here on earth, we may become
111ore, and 1110re like Christ by cleansing our hands increasinglythat is, walking to the praise of God. And that if at any time we
find ourselves defiled, we at once come back to the power of the
blood of Jesus Christ, in order to be cleansed afresh. If this is
neglected, we are making no progress, there is no walking in the
fear of God, to the honour and glory of God; no getting stronger
and' stronger, but the very reverse, getting weaker and weaker spiritually,
less and less heavenly minded, more and more earthly minded. But by
attending to this continually, the result will be getting stronger and
stronger spiritually. This, as well as the other part of the truth,
is a matter of importance to be attended to, to comfort ourselves,
and to build up ourselves.
'Ve should lay hold continually on this truth: "I am saved for
time and ror eternity, and all the powers of darkness will not be
able to separate me from Christ; I shall be in glory at last, poor,
miserable, guilty sinner though I am in myself, because God has
been pleased, by the power of the Spirit, to begin a good work in me.
Thi8 on the one hand. And then on the other hand, that when
yet in the body we seek to keep clean hands, so that we become
stronger and stronger, living more and more daily to the praise,
honour, anrl glory of God while life is continued to us."
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
SUBSTAKCE OF A SEmION IN BEHALF OF THE SOCIETY, DELIVERED IN ST.
MARY ALDERMARY, ON THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 23RD, 1901, BY THE
REV. J.A~IES ORMISTON (RECTOR OF s'r. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL;.
MR. ORMISTON said :-Before I turn, dear friends, to a portion of
God's Word, I think it well to make a few observations upon the
subject of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society itself. Most of those
present, no doubt, already know well the principles on which the
Society is based. They know that the Society is not denominational; that it is an association of the Lord's people whu have had
it laid upon their hearts to undertake the care of His aged poor.
God has greatly blessed the work for the last ninety-four years,
and the Society, under His favour, occupies a stronger and a more
useful position at the present time than at any previous period.
The Society provides pensions for persons who show undoubted
proof that they have been converted by the grace of God, who are
not less than sixty years of age, and are in necessitous circumOf
stances. The pensions range from five to ten guineas a-year.
course, these sums are very small, individually considered, but they
are distributed over a very large area. There are now upwards
of 1,500 recipients of tholSe pensions.
Then, there are four
Homes provided for about 180 of the Lord's aged servants,
some in town and some in the country.
I have before me
some statistics j they are few, but they imply very much. The
aged Christian poor of both sexes and of various Protestant
denominations, are cared for. The pensioners dwell- in all _parts of
the United Kingdom. Some are widows, some are blind, and others
have been long otherwise, affiicted. There are 1,098 over seventy·
years of age, and of this number 287 are upwards of eighty, and
24 are more than ninety Yf-ars of age.
The Society is not endowed j it is dependent upon voluntary
contributions. During the whole history of this blessed work not
less than £300,000 have been contributed, very largely, indeed,
contributed by lovers of the Gospel, because they had themselves
experienced its power and grace.
I am invited here, in the
providence of God, dear friends, to plead for this Society, though
I feel very incompetent to adequately appeal for it. I know,
however, that I am addressing warm-hearted fellow-believers -in the
Lord Jesus Christ, and I trust that lack of ability on my part will
not in any way hinder the liberality of your kind offerings.
Let us now turn to God's Holy Word, in the First Epistle of Peter,
the second chapter, and part of the seventh verse-a portion read
this evening in the course of our service: "Unto you therefore which
believe He is precious."
Our text _is very brief, but we may profitably, I think, spend a
2 L 2
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few moments oyer the verbal aspects of it. First, we llotice that it
is addressed to those who are believers. It is a class text, and that
class to whom this text refers comprises a very precious people in the
sight of the God of salvation. He has Himself classified them under
this title of "believers." None of us are by nature believers in the
living God. We have our own false conceptions of God, and we
follow them out in our lives of rebellion and unbelief. It needs a
mighty work of grace to be wrought upon us and in us in order to
our becoming, savingly, believers in the living God. I say the livin!}
God, by which expression I mean God as He has revealed Himself in
the living Saviour, His own co-equal and eternal Son, the Lord Jesus.
Now, this clasi! of people are peculiar in their expel·ience. They
are all of them the subjects of a new birth. We have all been born
once. " 'l'hat which is born of the flesh is flesh." Let me ask this
great question, Have we all been born a second time 1 have we
all been begotten anew from heaven 1 Without the new birth no
man can see God; without the new birth we cannot apprehend
spiritual truth, the spiritual revelation which God has given us in
His Holy Word. By nature we are ignorant of the very first elements
of Divine revelation, but by the new birth we become children of
God, we are begotten in God's likeness, we have become spiritual
beings. "That which is born of the Spirit is spirit." And it is
sustained in its life by spiritual food. God has been pleased to
make these blessed Scriptures, by the Holy Ghost, the spiritual food on
which the new man lives, and thrives, and becomes fruitful to God's
praise and honour and glory.
They are a
Again. The character of these believers is holy.
marked, peculiar race in this respect, and they stand in vital
· contrast with the world that lieth in the wicked one. There are
only two seeds in the earth, the seed of God, and the seed of the
serpent.
The seed of God-those who hecome in due time
; regenerated by the sovereign operation of God the Holy Ghost, those
· who are separate, a people called out, and also kept om. For, if the
· Lord were to leave U3 to ourselves-I speak only of believers at
this moment-we should utterly depart again from our God.
" Prone to wander, Lord. we feel it,
Prone to leave the God we love."
But as to the Lord's people, the mercy is that they are a kept
people, kept by the power of God. As I often remind my dear
hearers, it is nothing less than Omnipotence that keeps us. ,\Veare
"kept by the power of God, through faith," There is their experience; they are believers through faith unto salvation.
'1'he next point on which we dwell, for a few moments, concerns
Him of whom the text speaks. Who is "He" that is spoken of
here 1 The" Stone" of the previous verse, the Stone that the Holy
Ghost ever delights to magnify as being the Stone of foundation upon
which God is building His living Church, the Stone that He laid in
the purposes of a past eternity on whieh to place, stone by stone,
all His elect people-a multitude whom no man can nnmber, but
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those whom God has numbered, named, and enrolled; His own dear
children, His own sons and daughters on whom He has· set His
heart, and from whom He will never allow Himself to be alienated
for a solitary moment. "Yes," saith the Lord, "I have loved thee
with an everlasting love," dateless, as dear TOPLADY terms it, dateless in its origin and ceaseless in its outflow. He of whom the
text speaks is the Stone laid. "Behold, I lay." It is not left to
any creature to lay the Church's one foundation. God Himself, in
the purposes, as I have said, of a past eternity, laid, .in His own
Christ, the solid foundation on which the faith of His people should
in all after ages rest. . This text is for believers; trusting ones are
being built on Christ the solid Rock. Theirs is a hope that cannot
be put to confusion. "He that believeth in Him shall not be ashamed"
and shall not make haste." ''Vhere grace is and where Christ is,.
the believer, like Naphtali, will be satisfied with fulness of blessing.
o children of God, how rich Divine grace has made you! Unsearchable riches are yours in union with the l:isen One Himself, a union that can never be dissolved, a union that
can never be weakened-it remains firm as the purposes of
God.. Who shall separate U':l believers from Christ ~ That is a question which has now been upon the page of Inspiration for nearly
1,900 years. Satan has felt himself unable to answer it; the world
has proved its inability to answer it; and the fears, doubts, ·and.
distresses of God's people, though these have ofttimes threatp,ned to
practically answer that question, have utterly failed to answer it.
Again we ask the question to night, and challenge all camel'S, Who
shall separate us believers from the love of Christ ~
.
This Stone is spoken of here as being elect, or chosen. Yes, God
the Father Himself chose the foundation on which the Church should
be built, and He is of one mind. There have been many competitors
since the fall for the honour of being the Church's foundation or
assistant foundation.
Oh, how Satan has laboured, and how the
unbelief of man has sought out inventions to add something to the
suffieiency of Christ, as the foundation of the poor perishing sinner's
hope! But, blessed be God these things have counted for nothing.
As the Lord Jesus said in His parable of the good shepherd and the
floek for which He died, "All that ever came before me were thieves
and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them." And so we say, all
these human powers, and all these human inventions have become as
nothing other than the dust of the balance, in regard to any alteration
in the purposes of God's love and in regard to the security of God's
believing people.
There is another word in our text upon which a few thoughts may be
expressed.
"He .is pncions." The word signifies that which is
estimable in the highest degree, dignified above all others,
But there is one view of this word
or above all other things.
" precious" which my own mind has been led more particularly to
contemplate, namely, precious in the senl;e of m?·ity. That which is
rare we account, even in regard to earthly matters and things,
precious.
I was casting about in my mind to-day for an illus·
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trat.ion in this connection, and I remembered that wit.hin the last
fortnight a copy of the first edition of BUKYAN'S immortal work,
the Pilgrim's P1'Og1'esS, teaching, as it does, the very deeps of
spiritual experience, and dealing with doctrine in the length, breadth,
height, and depth of it, leaving nothing more to be said upon the
subject-a copy of the first edition of that book, sold by auction in
London, within the last few weeks, fetched no less than £1,400.
I am informed by the dear Rector of this Church, in answer to my
question as to. the price for which a copy of a current edition might
be. obtained at the depot of the Religious rrract Society, that the
cost w,mld be threepence. Now, that is wholly a question of editions,
a question between the original edition and the last edition. Why
should the original edition command such a sum as £1,400, while
an unabridged edit.ion in modern type and binding can be obtained
to-day for threepence 1 The answer is obvious: because of the scarceness, because of the rarity, of a copy of the first edition of BUNYAN'S
work. I believe there are only SOUle three or four other copies of
the first edition known to be in existence.
We apply that thought to the words of our text. He is precious
because there is no other Jesus, He is precions because He is the
one Son of God. " He is My beloved Son," not a beloved Son.
"This is My beloved Son, hear Him." Because the Christ of God
is uut one, to believers He is precious. They desire no other,
their whole hearts are, through grace, set upon Him. Their language
is that of the good old hymn which sometimes, I daresay, you
sing, "Give me Christ, or else I die." "Unto you therefore which
believe He is precious," precious every way.
First, He is precious in Himself, in His Person. To the Spirittaught believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, Jesus is a very real Person.
Here, dear friends, comes in the line of cleavage between the faith
of an experimental believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and the merely
intellectual faith of the man who credits a historical Christ, who
accepts upon literary or other grounds the Holy Scriptures which
record the language, the sufferings, and the departure of the historical
Christ. Unless God the Holy Ghost reveal Jesus in His Person, we
must remain ignorant of Him. There were multitudes who used to sit
literally at the feet of Jesus when He was upon earth, multitudes who
heard His voice, and marvelled, some of them, at the wondrous things
that proceeded out of His mouth; but to the end they were unbelievers.
He could look them in the face. reading, as He did, their hearts, and
could tell them that they were not His sheep; He could tell them
that they were unbelievers, that they were His enemies. They might
make, as some did, an outward profession. They might, for instance,
credit His miracles, echoing the language of .Nicodemus, "No man
call do these miracles that Thou doest, except God be with Him." But
we are told that Jesus did not entrust Himself to such believers.
Theirs was but the conviction of intellect, the heart remaining hard
:as the nether millstone.
I say that, to believers, Jesus is a very real Person. Believers walk
and talk with Jesus; with believers Jesus Himself walks and speaks.
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He has promised as much. By the blessing of the Spirit, He keeps
His promise and continues with His believing people on earth, to
guide t.hem into a fuller measure of truth, and to bring them into
a closer fellowship with Himself. And yet there is not a believer
here tocnight who is not prepared to confess how small is the measure
of communion he daily has with the Lord Jesus. Yes, all believers
long for a closer walk with their Lord. This is a distinct.ive mark
of the living family and household of faith: that they long to walk
more blessedly in communion with Him whom, having not seen, they
love. They have not seen Him with their natural eyes, and yet
they have most graciously seen Him with the eye of faith. Thay have
seen Him crucified, offered in sacrifice for their personal needs as
sinners. They have seen in Him the only Saviour capable of meetin!!;
ruin like theirs, rebellion such as theirs.
There are those who ask God's believing people-·if not in words,
otherwise, from time to time, "What is thy Beloved more than
another beloved, that thou dost so charge us ~ " God's people
entertain lofty views of the Lord Jesus, and speak to others of Him.
Though they have never seen Him with the natural eye, yet,
having received Him believingly, they testify of His Person and
of His presence. The unconverted being utterly unable to apprehend the truth, reality, and power of these things, put this
question, What is thy Jesus, what is thy Christ,' more than
another ~ What is the Christ of Evangelicals other than the Christ
of Ritualists, or the Christ of Rome ~ Let me say here, iu passing,
having alluded to the thought of the special Christ, who is the
present and everlasting portion of all saints, that all believers are
necessarily Evangelicals, for this reason-they are lovers of the Gospel
from which the word comes, and they are lovers of the Gospel, the
Gospel of the grace of God, the glorious Gospel of the blessed
God, the only Gospel that can meet the need of the perishing
sinner.
Now I say they ask us, What is thy Christ more than the -Christ
of another ~ Well, we can only speak for ourselves. Thank God, we
can speak feelingly and graciously of Him who has endeared Himself
to our souls, and our answer is, "He is altogether lovely.". You may
ask us to relate what we have seen of Him, to tell what we have
heard from His blessed lips, and so forth.
The half cannot be
told. God's dear people must know it, and do know it individually.
This is where I feel very powerless to tell out, as I would, the
preciousness of Him who is the subject of my message. You,
however. realize in your measure, dear fellow believers, His preciousness to your own souls, and that is where we hold fellowship. We
were confessing just now, in the language of the ancient. Creed,
"I believe in the communion of saints," and it is that which we
are realizing here to-night, because we are gathered in heart unto
Jeslls, we are gathered in heart unto Him whom our souls
severally and collectively love. Therefore, heart is drawn to heart.
The Christ in you is drawn necessarily to the Christ in me, and
the Christ in the preacher is drawn to the Christ in the hearer.
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This is the reality of the union that there is, not merely between
the Body and the Head, but between the Members of the Body
in particular. One love permeates the whole of the mystical Christ
from the Head to -the feet.
Again. Christ is precious in His two natures as God and Man. We
have a wonderful Scripture in Job xxxiii. 6, where Elihu is the
speaker. I cannot to-night, as I would, enter upon this inviting
subject; but simply taking the person, character, and testimony of
Acting as the appointed
Elihu, much mystery attaches to him.
arbiter of Job's case, he says, "Behold, I am according to thy wish
in God's stead: I also am formed out of the clay." Job's wish is
recorded in the 9th chapter, and these are his words: Speaking of
God, he says, "He is not a. man, as I am, that I should answer Him,
and we should come together in judgment.
N either is there any
daysman betwixt us, that might lay His hand upon us both," that is,
ulloU God \\ud U.lloU Job. "N()W E\ib.u. \>\\1""" "I ?,ill ?,cc()rlliug to tb:y
wish "-the wish -recorded in the 9th chapter-" in God's stead: I
also am formed out of the clay." Undoubtedly we have the perfect
Elihu in our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He could adopt
those words of Elihu and make them His own, as none other did, as
none other ever could. He could say, and He does say to the hearts of
His people to-night,-His needy, tempted, burdened people in conflict
and in care, " I am according to thy wish in God's stead. I am GoG.
of God, very God of very God. I am able to lay My hand therefore
upon God. I also ",m: formed out of the clay. I can be touched with
the feeling of thy infirmity." "Forasmuch then as the children aro
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of
the same," not of something else, but" took part of the same." Christ
is able to lay His hand upon God, in the fulness of the Deity, and He
is able -to lay His hand upon man in his utter poverty, and. out of His
fulness He can supply the need. That is one reason among many why,
to believers, Christ is precious. Believers have no strange helper in
Jesus, but in Him they have the Brother born for adversity. As
they are drawn in heart-love to Him, so it is that they bring their
needs, cares, and tears to His feet, in the assurance that He not only
hears them, but tenderly seeks to succour them. He can be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities. He was in all points proved like
as we are, yet without sin. To believers Christ is precious, then, in
His two natures.
In His saluation offices how precious He is! He is precious as
the Mediator. Though this is closely associated with the daysman
character of Christ, yet, before He became united to that flesh and
- blood which He took in union with His people, He was Mediator.
ln Proverbs viii., where He himself speaks in the person of Wisdom,
He says, "I was set up from everlasting." The original implies
being invested or constituted in office.
So," I was invested as the
Mediator, from everlasting. Help was laid upon Me for My needy
ones." Thus He became Surety in an everlasting Covenant, a
Covenant ordered in all things, temporal, spiritual, and eternal,
ordered in all things, little as well as great. This is all the salvation

The Gospel Magazine.
and all the delight of the Lord's believing people. They know their
portion to be, in Christ, a covenanted portion, and Christ Himself,.
risen from the dead, glorified and seated at the Father's right hand,
is the administrator of that Covenant, testament, or will. He superintends the whole dispensation in every aspect of it.
a children of God, how imperfectly do we apprehend the reality
of our Covenant salvation! H::nv altogether worthy it is of Him who
never yet failed in any plan or purpose of His own! This, of all
truths, I take it, is the one truth which, in these last days, men
would set aside, ignore, and deny, but to do so is to rob the people
of God of that stable peace which is properly theirs. Nothing so
pacifies them and dis'lipates the doubts, fears, and questionings of
God's people as the sweet consciousness that salvation is of the Lord,
that salvation is of Him a covenanted thing, that possibility of
miscarriage is nowhere traceable. The Covenant is ordered in all
things and sure. Oh, is it wonder, is it matter of astonishment that
the Christ who is the personification of this everlasting Covenant,
should be precious to poor sinners who have been taught that they
are by nature ruined sinners, but who, through grace in the day
of God's power, have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set
before them in a crucified and glorified Christ? I ask, is it a
marvel that the Surety of such a Covenant should be precious in
the eyes of the Lord's believing people 1
Then, again, consider Him in His P1'ophetic Ojjice. Here, too,
He is despised and rejected in these last days, but to those who
believe He is singularly precious as their Teacher or Prophet. In
the days of His flesh He met with no small opposition when He
asserted these great verities of the Gospel of Divine grace. On one
occasion the greater part of His congregation left Him. " From
that time many of His disciples "-disciples !-" went back, and
walked no more with Him." Doubtless, with itching ears they
sought out teachers elsewhere. Never has there been any lack of
err1llleous teachers. But Jesus turned to the little flock that loved
Him, to a little handful of gracious souls that had been taught their
need of Him, and had been taught that none other could do helpless sinners good, and He said, "Will ye also go away 1" He waited
for the answer, and one spoke for the others. Peter's reply, on behalf
of that little flock, expressed the text which we have before us this
evening, though in other words. To you who believe He, as the
Teacher, is pi:ecious, and therefore Peter said, " Lord, to whom shall
we go 1 Thou hast the words of eternal life "-Thou, and no one
else. They were given to Him by the Father. "The words that
Thou gavest Me." It is because the Lord Jesus Christ has the words
of grace, love, mercy, and truth and power, that He possesses the
hearts of His believing people. U Ilto you therefore which believe
He is precious, as your Teacher, Guide, Interpreter, and One among
:l thousand.
Christ is also precions to the hearts of His people as their Pl·iest.
They need no other; they have found in Him the Priest, the great
High Priest, the Priest, not after any earthly order, such as Aaron's,

474

The Gospel M agazirte.

but the Priest after the order of Melchisedek, the royal priesthood;
and so the ascended Jesus is represented as sitting upon His throne,
a Priest. There is a Covenant of perfect peace betwixt His royal
office and His sacerdotal office. There is no contradiction, but perfect
harnlony between the regal office of Christ and His sacerdotal office.
If, as fellow believers, we have a saving interest in Him, then we
realize'His preciousness and the preciousness of His royal priesthood,
and 'we renounce, we reject, all counter claims, all human pretensions and usurpations of priesthood.
As our King, how precious is Jesus, fellow believers! Oh, we love
His' rule! To us His commandments are not grievous, but are far
otherwise, and His very yoke is perfect freedom. We are well satisfied with our Lord and King, we glory in Him, we delight in His
commandments.
Although those commandments necessarily run
counter to flesh and blood, yet we have learned, I trust, in some
measure, through grace, the lesson that "the flesh profiteth nothing."
Our obedience to His blessed will must neither begin nor end in the
flesh.
The religion of many now-a-days is nominally begun in the
Spirit, to end or be made perfect in the flesh, but the religion of
gracious experience is one which begins in and with Christ, continues
in and with Him, and never ends. Through eternity the religion-if
I may use the term conveniently-of God's people will remain one.
In other words, what the Holy Ghost shall have taught them down
here, they will hold fast up there. No lesson ever enforced on earth
by the Holy Ghost will the. child of God unlearn hereafter, but he
will hold fast praisefully and gratefully all the truth that has been
communicated to him d(lwn here; and when he departs to be with
Christ he will take that truth with him. Every comfortable promise
sealed upon your hearts down here, fellow believers, you will bear
away yonder in fruition. Here we know only in part, hereafter
we shall know even as we are known. These are realities, and these,
aHlOng many other blessed things, have drawn our hearts to Christ,
and render Him increasingly precious.
Lastly. We love His precepts and His example. We would learn
of Him, and would have the same mind indwell us that dwelt in Him.
"Learn of Me," says He. "A new commandment I give unto you,
that ye love one another." The precept of the law was, "An eye for
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth," but the great characteristic of the
Gospel of the grace of God is love, love in the world and love in the
family and household of faith, love for one another. " By this shall all
men know ye are My disciples, if ye have love one to another."
It is in this connection that the work of the AGED PILGRIMS'
FRIEND SOCIETY affords the world a very powerful example. Men
of the world can but say, if they intelligently observe the Society,
"See, here is a company of Christian people banded together,
irrespective of all ecclesiastical distinctions and questions of Church
polity or order, with a very simple object in view. They are
contributing of their m6ans liberally, methodically, and permanently,
decade after decade.
They are finding means to the extent of
hundreds of thousands of pounds-for what 1 To minister to the
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necessities of aged Christians!" No other religion but the vital
religion of our Lord Jesus Christ ever produced fruits comparable
to these. As far as I know, no system of false religion, to be
found anywhere in the world, cares for the aged as does the religion
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
If we narrow down this aspect of the matter, we must say that
it is those who, perhaps, more clearly than other Christians, exalt
the free grace of God in the experimental salvation of the sinner, that
unite together in the blessed Master's name for the purposes of
this ministry of mercy.
I say that the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society is an object-lesson which the world cannot ignore.
There
must be thousands of hard-headed business men in this City of
London who, were they aware of the existence of such a Society,
and did they but care to acquaint themselves with its principles
and past history, would acknowledge it to be a remarkable phenomenon.
I think it may be added that it is the Christian duty of this
Society to make itself and its objects more generally known than
it hitherto has done, with a single eye, and with the solitary
motive of magnifying the grace of God through Him who is so
precious to us.
Who can tell what the Lord may do by the
instrumentality of this agency, not merely in providing friends for
those who have spent the greater pal't of their pilgrimage among
us, but in constraining some to seek to know the secret, the
mighty motive power which actuates the Committee of this Society 1
I merely mention the point, and hope that all who listen to me
may consider whether spacial efforts should not be made, in order that
this Society and its blessed work may be much more widely known,
appreciated, and supported. May God add His blessing to-night to
His own Word, for Christ's sake!

SOLID COMFORT FOR THE TRIED CHILDREN OF GOD.
OH that dear believers could more realize the consoling truth, that the
Lord paves their rugged way to heaven with love. He draws them to
Himself with love. He leads them every step of their jonrney with
love. "VeIl, then, doubt not His loyingkindness now.
If He blast
their gourds, lay low their prospects, and lead them into a wilderness
of trial, it is not to distress them, but to do them good at their latter
end.~Rer.

George Albel't Rogen

THAT man's state is naught, and his faith unsound, that finds not
his hopes of glory purifying to his heart and life.-Trail.
THE precious blood of Christ is possessed of infinite energy, arisiug
from the superlative dignity of Him who shed it, and is able to cleanse
from all sin-from each sin, be it ever so heinous; from all sins, be
they ever so numerous. Thus grace, like a mighty and compassionate
monarch, passes an act of oblivion on millions and millions of the most
aggravated offences and complicated crimes.-Booth.
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THE LATE MR. THOMAS vYILLIAMS.
A WELSH EVANGELIST.
"DILIGENT in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord," are the
words which most aptly describe the late Mr. WILLIAMSoj of Brynteg,
Buckley, near Chester, who has but recently entered upon" the rest
that remaineth." To know him, even slightly, was at once to realize
-that the "Father's business" held the snpreme place in his heart;
that there was something which he counted far more precious than
the most successful buying and selling, and that whilst in the world
he was far, very far, from being of it. He could seldom conclude an
ordinary business transaction without directly, or indirectly, introducing a word about the best things, anl always "fitly spoken."
Those who knew him well were never surprised at this, for they knew
also that his affections were" set on things above," and even those who
"cared for none of these things" would take from him what they
might have resented as an impertinence in another. It was a rare
power to possess, and he exercised it wisely, lovingly, and persistently on his far-away journeys across the country, in the railway
train, on the coach top, and by the roadside, "if by any means he
might savelsome."
He may _be said to have adorned the Gospel by the fine, sunny
cheerfuln~ss of his disposition, for few who met him could fail to
see what [t. happy man he was. He had not walked his pilgrim
way without knowing some, if not many, of life's changes and sorrows;
but these were essentially his own, hidden in his own heart, and
outsiders saw little or nothing of them. They always saw the
bright side of the Christian who could say with truth, "Thy
statutes have been my song in the house of my pilgrimage." His
fine open countenance, with its brightly kindling eyes and genial
smile, formed a kindly letter of recommendation in any circle. "If
we have really believed," he would sometimes say, "we ought to
be the happiest people on earth!" And he himself was a practical
illustration of these words. On one occasion the writer of this
sketch was favoured by his company to a Mission Hall, filled by a
number of poor people. When he stepped upon the platform his
beaming, happy face was a sermon in itself, and they were certainly
the happier for it, When, by-and-by, he spoke a few words to
them, it was chiefly to say how happy he was bl3Cause he knew that
" the dear Lord Jesus loved him, and it was his earnest desire that
they might all awake to the knowledge that He loved them, and
gave Himself for them." But the crowning feature of the address
came at the close, when he sang a Welsh hymn to an old plaintive
minor of his native land. He had a fine, musical voice, and as he
used it with deep feeling on this occasion, se'!eral were in tears,
although they (lid not understand a word of the language he was
singing.
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His prayers, whether in the family circle, or in a prayer-meeting,
were always singularly simple, touching, and devout. On an English
ear, some of the petitions he would feel drawn to offer, with a pathos'
all his own, would fall strange indeed, as being quite out of the
usual course.
At the family altar, for example, he would make
mention of the names of relatives and friends in the most natural
way, and if he knew of any special trial or temptation through
which they might be passing, he would spread the matter
before the Lord, believing in his inmost soul that he was speaking
to One who heard him, and who could and would answer according
to His good pleasure. He would not forget those whom he might
have seen in the course of the day, who were sick, or in trouble
of any kind.
As already hinted, he had a very winning way in presenting the
truth, whether to young or old. With children he was an especial
favourite, and as he passed down the street he might have brought
to mind GOLDSHITH'S beautiful picture of the Village Clergyman,
and of the children running to "pluck the good man's gown to
share his smile." Our 'Welsh evangelist, as we have named him,
wore no gown, but he could seldom be seen in the street without
the children starting on a wild race to be the first to take his
hand, or to catch hold of his coat, and for a while they would march
with him, laughing and singing along the road.
F01' many years the subject of this sketch was a useful and highly
esteemed member of the Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Church. In
early days, comparatively, he had been much impressed by the
preaching of the American, Mr. FINNEY, the RevivalIst, whose stirring
sermons at the old Tabernacle in Tottenham Court Road excited so
deep an interest. From childhood, according to the testimony of his
minister, the Rev. VV. HOBLEY, to whom the writer is under grateful
obligation for what follows of the life and work of his old friend, he
was the subject of religious impressions. His mother was a woman
of striking beauty, but, better still, of deep religious character, which
contributed to influence him through life.
In his first business days he lived at Bolton, and had not long been
there before he began to hold a series of ,Velsh services, the first of
the kind ever held, and which immediately led to the establishment
of the IVelsh Calvinistic Methodist Church in Bolton, and of which
Ml'. ,VILLIA~IS was always regarded as the founder. There yet survives there a deacon who has, with his family, rendered exceedingly
useful service, who, as a young man, was led to attend the house of
God by the repeated efforts of Mr. WILLIAMS. On removing to
Buckley, it was not long before he became deacon there, and, joined
by Mr. ROBERTs, he established English services in connexion with his
own denumination.
He was, from the first and to the last, a zealous Sunday-school
teacher, and generally had the oversight of a class of adults. In
this work he took the deepest interest, and it is interesting to learn
that, to the hist week of his life, his energies never flagged, and that
his last efforts were directed to the gathering together of a new
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class of adult schoiars. It was his kindly custom to invite, year
after year, some fifteen or twenty families, tenants of his cottages,
to a field on a fine summer's day. There he would deliver a Gospel
address, and, at the close of the service, he would present each
family with a packet of tea. For several years he would accompany
his minister, during the first week of the New Year, in calling upon
those who were known to attend no place of worship. One year, the
·entire neighbourhood. consisting of about 8,000 people, was can·
vassed in this way. In some of the houses a little service of prayer
and praise could be conducted, Mr. WILLIAMS always leading them.
His frankness and buoyant spirit never failed to produce a good
effect.
The Society meetings, so precious in the experience of Welsh
To English readers who know
believers, were very dear to him.
something of Methodist class meetings, it will not be surprising that
all who desire the growth of the Christian life within them should
,speak in such grateful terms of such helps Zionward.
In what has been written it is but a glance which has been taken of a
long, laborious, and loving life. A few months ago when we saw him,
although in his 70th year, he seemed so strong and erect that length
of days might fairly have been anticipated for him.
A few weeks
ago, however, on Sunday, June 2nd, at midnight, his beloved wife and
children, together with other relatives, stood weeping by his bedside,
tenderly watching his departure for the better country-that is the
heavenly. It is no exaggeration to say that hundreds of ministers
and friends followed his remains to the grave, rejoicing in the sublime victory he had obtained over death lllld time, but sorrowing,
too, Vry deeply, because on this earth they would see his face no
more.
London.
D, J. E.
BELIEVERS, whenever you read your charter of pardon in the liew
Covenant, do but remember who and what is forgiven, and who Hc
is that forgiveth, and on what account He doth forgive, and
see if these will not lay thee and keep thee low in His sight.-

l'mil.
A CHILD may be born heir to a great fortnne, and yet never be aware
of his riches-live childish, die childish, and never know the greatness of his possessions. So also a man may be a babe in Christ's
family-thinK as a babe, speak as a babe, and, though saved, never
enjoy a lively hope, or know the real privileges of his inheritance.Bishop Ryle.
GOD first assures Joshua of success, and then bids him be strong
and of a good courage. So God first assures believers of their
perseverance, and then bids them be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of His might. And what could more animate Joshua.
or more animate believers, to fight the Lord's battles, than
assurance of success ~ This is God's method; but Arminians take
a contrary way.-Btrridge.
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE tide of incoming error and confusion in the National Churchowing chiefly to the worldly policy of our unconverted Bishops-is
steadily deepening and swelling. It has become perfectly clear that
the Government and the Episcopate have entered into a plan to
crush out Evangelical and Protestant convictions in the Establishment. 1'he latest phase of Episcopal sympathy with the
Romanizing designs of LORD HALIFAX and the rebel English Church
Union is associated with the newly-appointed BISHOP of LONDON (Dr.
WINNINGTON-INGRAM), who has declared his intention to follow in the
steps of his sacerdotal predecessor in the See of London, and to call
another "Round Table Conference" together at Fulham in the
autumn. The object is to bring Evangelicals into agreement with
Romanizers, and to stifle Protestantism. It was a truly lamentable
spectacle to see certain Evangelicals at the late meeting of the London
Diocesan Conference consenting to meet the betrayers of God's truth and
.thE! Protestant faith to talk over on friendly terms the eternally divided
beliefs taught respectively by the Bible and by the Papal Antichrist, as
though it were possible to join together thin~s which God has for
ever put asunder! It is the saddest of all the signs of our times
that men who are esteemed "Evangelicals" are willing to sit with
others who scorn Evangelical truth, and hold in contempt those who
consistently teach it and adorn it.-The City Pt'ess remarks :-'''fhe
BISHOP of LONDON seems to be an advocate of religion being cOnfined to one day in the week only. This, indeed, is the sole
meaning that can be attached to the remarks he made at the festival of
the Sons of the Clergy. The livings of the City, he said, must be
regarded in the future in the light of pensions, and bestowed on aged
Clergy who have rendered at least thirty years' good service in the
slums.
In other words, the City is to be the workhouse for
the worn out, a home of rest for the broken down, and a retreat
for those who are anxious to retire on their laurels. Apparently
the Bishop thinks that the tens of thousands whom thll
City attracts during the week are of no account, and
may be left entirely out of consideration by the Church."The BISHOP of SODOR and MAN (Dr. STRATON), who stands faithful
among the faithless Bishops, delivered a thoughtful and thoroughly
Protestant charge at Douglas last month, in the course of which he
spoke at length on the mischievous" Convocation Bill." The good
BISHOP said the Bill might fairly be described as a Bill to authorize
the Houses of Laymen to say "Amen" to the decrees of the Clerical
Houses. No serious objection could reasonably be taken to the reform
of those Houses, and he was not surprised that a separate measure,
providing for that purpose alone, had been approved by the Convocation>:. But the other object of last year's Bill struck at the very
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constitution of the National Church, as settled more than three
centuries ago. The Bill did not go so far as to transfer the control of
Parliament to the proposed legalized Houses of Laymen, but no secret
was made af the ultimate object of its promoters in this respect;
and the more the proposal was exammed the more fraught would it
be found to be with practical difficulties of all kinds, especially 011 the
question of the qualifications for the franchise of the electorate.
Although, as he had been told, he was the only Bishop who in his
diocesan addresses had opposed the Convocations Bill, he declared that
·the more he thought of the probable results of the moyement at
which it had arrived, the more dangerous to the existence
'of the Church as an Establishment did it n.ppear.
He was
not opposed to reform generally, but he was opposed to autonomy as
a real measure of reform in the English Church. Moreover, as he had
previously l'emarked, a more unfortunate time for raising the whole
question of autonomy could hardly have been selected. The internal
condition of the Church was one of crisis, which was only ignored by
an unwise optimism; while, in the political world, there was no
threatened attack on the Establishment, nor could it be fairly argued
that Parliament had proved itself unwilling to pass reasonable measures
for the good of the Church, or was desirous to force anything unfairly
upon the Church. They were often asked why they, who belonged to
·the Established Church of England, should not enjoy the same measure
of autonomy as that which was enjoyed by the Established Church of
Scotland. He denied, however, that the Church of England could
claim any such relation to the whole population of England and Wales,
even putting aside Roman Catholics, as the Church of Scotland enjoyed
'in Scotland two centuries ago. He did not believe that the Church of
Scotland could get such a measure passed to-day, and to expect in
.England a.nd Wales at the present time \V hat was granted to Scotland
in 1690 and 1707, under wholly different circumstances, was an expectation which, to his mind, was doomed only to certain disappointment.
He urged that the risks which the Church of England incurred by
pressing for autonomy, and thereby endangering her established position, were far greater than any which the prospect of disestablishment
afforded for the Scotch Church. Whether for good or evil, with autonomy, the Bishops must lose their seats in the House of Lords, and
. with Disestablishment the' ancient revenues of the Church would be
confiscated. It was a thousand pities, therefore, that any reformed
Convocation they might secure, consulting with houses of laymen, on
the whole, as at present constituted, should not seek for Church
reforms of a far more practical description than the attainment of
autonomy.-The Rev. R. C. FILLI~GHAM, of Hexton Vicarage,
Hitchin, has given notice of his intention to oppose the confirmation
of Dr. PAGEl' as Bishop of Oxford, on t.he ground that he is not a loyal
subject, having taken part in services at Oxford in chnrches where
the law is flagrantly disobeyed.-LoRD SALISBUrrY, on the 13th ult.,
took another deliberate step in his pro-Vatican policy by moving
in the Upper House that the following Peers should constitute
the Select Committee on the Declaration against Transubstantiation:

,,
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-The LORD CHANCELLOR, the DUKE of ARGYLL: the MARQUIS of
SALISBURY, EARL SPENCER, EARL CADOGAK, the EARL of CREWE, the
EARL of ABERDEEN, the EARL of DUNRAVEN, and LORD TWEEDMOUTH:--'At the John Knox's Kirk of Scotland Tabernacle, Glasgow, the following
resolution was recently passed at a meeting of the Deacon's Court, held
in the Session House, Margaret Street, Glasgow.-" This congregation
protesting against all the breaches made dming recent years in the
noble Protestant Constitution established in our land at the Reformation, solemnly protests against any attempt to alter the terms of
the Declaration against Transubstantiation taken by the King at
his accession, or the Oath administered at .his coronation, in terms
of the Bill of Rights and Act of Settlement, against the blasphemous
and idolatrous rites and practices of the Romish Anti-Christ: and
humbly but earnestly warn our rulers and legislators of the sin
and danger of any relaxation of the stringent terms devised by the
wisdom of our forefathers against such a deceitful and unscrupulous
foe: and instruct the clerk to send copies of this protest to LORD
SALISBURY, the Honourable A. J. BALFOUR, the Member of Parliament
for Tradeston, and the National Protestant League, London."-vVe
cordially endorse the following comments made by a contemporaq
on the Heport of the Church Association, for 1900, lately issued:" The annual report issued by the Church Association is a document
of national interest, recording as it does a well-authenticated body
of facts and statistics vitally affecting the Established Chmch to
be found in no other publication. In fact, the compilation may be
considered as an ecclesiastical barometer, by which we may readily
ascertain the trend of atfairs in the Chur.:h, and obtain data whereby
to forecast possible changes and crises in its history. The substance
of M1'. HENRY MILLER'S laboriously prepared statement possesses to
a large extent permanent value. Each succeerling year adds a volume,
which for purposes of reference on matters of Protestant and
Evangelical interest, should be in the hands of all loyal Chmchlllen.
The Heport for 1900, just issued, distinctly out-distances all its predecessors in excellence, whether the literary contents of its 178
pages, or their artistic presentation be made the test. A variety of
highly finished illustrations adds greatly to the attractiveness of
the book, although some of them, only too realistically telling of the
spread of the Sacerdotal pestilence ill the Church, must create
sadness in Christian hearts. Among the more painful subjects
of these pictures are groups of Anglican ecclesiastics clad in
mysterious vestments borrowed from the wardrobe of ltome,
both Papal and Pagan, the most prominent in the series
being one representing the enthronement of BISHOP WINNINGTONINGRAlII, at St. Paul's Cathedral, supported by DEAN GREGOK, and
ARCHDEACON SINCLAIR !-a scene better suited for the Roman Catholic
Oratory at Brolllpton than for a place of worship connected with the
Reformed Church of England.
Interiors of several notorious
Ritualistic shrines, portraits of eminent Protestant leaders, and a
fnll-page facsimile of the loyal Address presented by the Coun~m to
His ~A.JES'l'Y THE KING, are interspersed with the lztterpress. Not the
~

M

482

The Gospel Magazine.

least instrnctive features in the Report are found in two carefullyexecuted maps, one showing the districts throughout England and
- Wales allotted to the Protestant Vans, and the other distinguishing
-- the political divisions of England for electoral organization purposes.
The last-named department of C.A. work is steadily and surely taking
solid and permanent form, and each constituency is now obtaining a
complete electoral organization
The principles, objects, and comprehensive work of the Association are clearly and fully set forth in
the' Report, and all friends of the Reformation should do their best
to get the pamphlet into the hands of that large body of the public
whom either indifference or predjudice has hitherto restrained from
taking part in the Society's important religious and patriotic enterprise. The remarkable growth in the income of the Association
last year must not be taken as representing high-water mark. In
proportion as the Council are entrusted with funds, their operations
will continue to exert influence for good. The C.A. stands in the
forefront of the struggle with Antichrist."-Under the auspices of the
Ladies' League for the Defence of the Reformed Faith of the Church
of England, a meeting was held at the Literary Institute, Worthing,
last month, when there was a large attendance. GEKERAL MERCER
presided, and among those supporting him were LADY WIMBORKE
(President of the League), LADY HOPE, Mrs. WILSON, the Rev. W. B.
FERRIS, the Rev. C. J. HOLLIS, and the Rev. W. HEBER WRIGHT. The
Chairman said they had a special part to perform, as a representative
Society of the Protestant mothers of the country, namely, to assist
in the expurgatioll from the parish schools of the land of all the superstitious rights and practices which an unfaithful portion of the clergy
had succeeded in introducing into the innocent minds of the little
children entrusted to their care.
LADY WnmuRNE, who was very
cordially greeted, then proposed a resolution to the effect that it was
desirable that a branch of the Ladies' League should be formed for
Worthing and the district.
The Ladies' League, she said, now
numbered between four thousand and five thousand, of whom no fewer
than five hundred were gentlemen, whose help they were very glad to
have as honorary members, councillors, and associates. But in spite
of all the success which had already been achieved by the League;
there was still much to be done to urge upon Church people to consider
the position of their Church, and then to see whether this movement
could not be made a great blessing to their country. Practical people
were looking for the remedy against the full-blown Romanism in the
Church of England, but it was not much good in looking either to
Parliament or to the Bishops. There was a remedy in the hands of
Church people themselves, however, and she thought they were to he
blamed for not exercising it more than they did. They were constantly
giving their money to support Church work without trying to inquire
on what lines that work was going to be carried out. She therefore
urged that these inquiries should be made, and when it was found that
the money was being used for the furtherance of Ritualistic practices
then the supplies should be stopped. LADY ROPE seconded the
resolution, and )'11's. W ILSON supported it.
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DANGEROUS DRIFTING.
OUR Protest<tnt contemporary, The English ChuTChrnan, published the
following timely leading article last month (June 13th), which some
of our readers may not have seen. It bears on the deplorable decision
of the London Diocesan Cor::.ference that another so-called "Round
Table Conference" on Ritual should be summoned by the BISHOP
of LOl'mox, to bring about an agreement between Sacerdotalists and
Evangelicals in the Church of England! The English ChUJrchman
says : Drifting is dangerous.
It is especially so when the waters
are unknown, when there may be material obstructions, or waterfalls,
or whirlpools, against which the drifting craft is wholly unprotected.
The truth of the principle is so universally admitted as to render
elaboration unnecessary. The difficulty arises when an attempt is
made to apply the principle to the circumstances of a particular case.
We take leave to transfer the figure of a drifting boat to the action
or inaction of the Evangelical leaders at the present time. How far
they will drift none can say, but that they are drifting few will deny.
'With candour, but with charity, we desire to illustrate the accuracy of
our assertion; but before entering upon this it may be right to explain
that in writing of Evangelical leaders we refer to those who are thus
accounted by the public sentiment, or, in other words, to those who
ought to lead, but cannot beneficially do so until they brace themselves
to the exigencies of the ti nes, and determinc, in God's strength, to
cease from the helpless attitude which has been exhibited on Ilecent
occasions.
A Yer)' painful manifestation of this has been furnished by the
London Diocesan Conference, where the boisterous welcome of the
new BISHOP, the unstinted praise of his predecessor, ;;he commendation
of the spiritual tone displayed by LORD HALIFAX, and the appeal for a
Round 'fable Conference on ritual, were incidents which may well
cause the enemy to rejoicc, and bring the blush of shame, if not
tears of sorrow, to Protestants of the old type. Many such remain,
but the.l· are not in favour with men, and are largely ignored, and
their allegiance to the Established Church is sorely tried, not only by
the unauthorized innovations of Ritualists, but also by the weak concessions of Evangelicals, which constitute an increasing difficulty, and
also a growing danger. When objections are urged against one
practice or another, the retort is given by young persons that a
respected pastor adopts or tolerates the objectionable usage, and
therefore it cannot be wrong. The secret of all this is to be found in
the spirit of concession and compromise, bordering closely upon
apostasy, which marks these latter df>ys. If Evangelical Churchmen
euter a Diocesan Conference they ought to be faithful and consistent.
Why, then, should they join in welcoming a Sacerdotal Bishop
and praising a deceased Sacerdotalist without qualification
and withuut warning of any kind 1 It is vain to use
strong language in private gatherings, or even to wax warm on
Protestant platforms, if all the courage is to evaporate when con2 )(·2
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fronted by a Bishop, or when softened by the smiles of ennobled
Sacerdotalism. Yet this seems to us a fair description of the pro{leedings at the recent Diocesan Conference in London. Some may
say that a Bishop is entitied to respect. Be it so, but this does not
involve or justify unscriptlJral commendation, That the new BISHOP
{)f LONDON is a Sacerdotalist is only too true, and that his predecessor
was of the same school is also beyond question. Our conviction is that
Protestant and Evangelical truth canne>t be permanently retained in
combination with Sacerdotalism. Each is a direct and flat contradiction of the other. Where one is in acti ve operation the other dies.
'l'he subject is too grave, the issues are too serious, and the differences
. are too vital for any allusions of a merely complimentary character.
The story is an old one j conference is a favourite device of the
enemy, the plain of Ono is still spread before God's servants, the
courtesies of life are exchanged, and the good deeds of Israel's foes
are trumpeted abroad until minds are perplexed and spirits are bowed
down with fear concerning the next movement.
All has not yet been uttered. If it be contended that canonical
obedience demands a lowering of the standard for prelates (though
we wholly deny this), such an excuse cannot be pleaded for the praise
of LORD HALIFAX. We have no personal quarrel with his Lordship,
but he is a head centre of the party which has strjven, whether
intentionally or unwittingly matters not and IS not for us to say, to
undo the blessed work of the Reformation. That this deadly business
is sometimes wrapped in spiritual phrases cannot redeem it from condemnation. :NIoreover, history teaches us that the greatest enemies of
God's true Church, even such as PHILIP.of SPAIN and the DUKE of AI,VA,
have used pious expressions. Such men misconceive the nature of the
Gospel and the marks of the Church. Some may urge that we ought
not to be critical of courteous and complimentary expressions. VV c Llo
not accept this j but even if we did, what is to be said of the Round
Table Conference f The BISHOP of LONDON stated that the last Conference had led to an agreement concerning a presence of Jesus Christ
in the Communion. Scripture does not, we venture to say, set forth
one single promise of a more special pr8sence at the Lord's Supper than
at any other time of obedience to a Divine command, and the idea
of the presence of God depending in any manner upon priestly conSeCl'ation is contrary to the whole 1>pirit of God's 'Word. What presence
ean be more glorious than that which was with Joseph in the prison,
with Daniel in the lions' . den, with the three young men in the
furnace, with Stephen alliidst the stones, and with Paul when all
men forsook him 1 What .proITlise can be greater than that which is
attaj}hed to the closing of the door and praying to the Father who
. heareth in secret 1 It is an alarming feature that when the latest
proposal for' a conferen'ce was made, no Protestant arose and pointed
out how fully we know the meaning and intentions of the Ritualists,
and how they are opposed to that which has been the source of
England's progress and prosperity.
In truth,' the spirit'of concession at the Diocesan Conferellce is only
a new illustration' of that which has been noticed in our columns for
.
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years past. There is a tendency to make little of differences. From
the day when Evangelicals began, in things wrongly termed small, to
imitate High Churchmen the mischief has worked, until to-day we
have a new race describing themselves as liberal Evangelicals, but too
frequently very illiberal towards Protestants, and some of the most
obvious, most useful, and most historical distinctions are abandoned.
Men are asking when the Romeward movement will be stayed. How
can this be until they are willing to join in retracing the unhappy
steps of the last half century? Prayer is good, but is it, we humbly
ask, true prayer if we ask God to work in one direction while we are·
working in the opposite direction? It is not in a spirit of antagonism
that we thus write, but in real anxiety concerning the next development, and with a strong desire that our brethren may range themselves on the side of the Reformation without compromise and without
concession.
"HELP,

LORD,

(Composed by Mr.

FOR THE GODLY
BERRIDGE

MAN CEASETH."

on the Death of Mr.

WHITEFIELD.)

SEND help, 0 Lord, we pray,
And Thy own Gospel bless;
For godly men decay,
And faithful pastors cease;
The righteous are removed from home,
And scorners rise up in their room.
While Satan's troops are bold,
And thrive in number, too,
The flocks in Jesus' fold
Are growing lank and few;
Old sheep are moving off each year,
And few lambs in the fold appear.
Old shepherds, too, retire,
Who gathered flocks below,
And young ones catch no fire,
Or worldly prudent grow;
Few run with trumpets in their hand,
To sound alarms by sea and hnd.
As one Elijah dies,
True prophet of the Lord,
Let some :bllisha rise
To spread the Gospel Word;
And fast as sheep to Jesus go
May lambs recruit His fields below.
FAITuin the Lord Jesus Christ a man must have, beyond all question,
if he is to be saved; I know no other way of access to the Father.
I see no intimation of mercy, excepting through Christ.. A man
must feel his sins and lost estate-must come to Jesus for pardon
and salvation,--must rest his hope on Him, and on Him alone.-Bishop

Ryle.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. H. E. FOX, M.A.
THE REV. HENRY EI,LIOTT Fox, whose portrait appears in our current
number, is too well known and revered in Christian society to need
any introduction in these pages. His name as that of one of the
most eminent leaders of the Evangelical cause, especially in connection
with foreign Missionary enterprize, is honoured in all the Christian
Churches at home, and also throughout the vast mission fields of India,
China, Japan, Persia, Palestine, Africa, and the British Colonies in
both hemispheres.
Mr. Fox comes of an old Evangelical stock. He was born in India,
his father, the Rev. HENRY WATSON Fox, being one of the most
devoted Christian labourers in the mission field, and founder-with
ROBER1' NOBLE-of the Telugu Mission. He was educated at Cambridge (Trinity College), where he graduated in the Third Class of the
Classical Tripos in 1864. He proceeded to the degree of M.A. in 1869,
being ordained Deacon the same year by the BISHOP of OXFORD. His
first curacy was that of St. Ebbe, Oxford, a sphere with which the
names of many eminent Evangelical witnesses-including that of good
BISHOP 'I'VALDEGRAVE-will ever be associated. After four years'
earnest service in this cure, Mr. Fox received his first prefermentthe vicariate of Christ Church, Westminster, a poor parish containing
a population of upwards of 5,000 souls. Here he acquired valuable
ministerial and pastoral experience, and found. scope for the development of his remarkable organizing powers. At the end of nine years,
namely, in 1882, he was called to succeed his uncle, the Rev. G. T.
Fox, as Rector of St. Nicholas, Durham. During the ensuing thirteeen
years he rendered invaluable service to the Evangelical and Protestant
cause, especially advocating the interests of the C.M.S., and very
liberally contributing to its funds.
On the retirement of the late Rev. F. E. WIGRAJU from the Hon.
Clerical Secretaryship of the Society in 1895, he was unanimously
chosen by the Committee for the vacant post, which he has
continued to fill with devotion and distinction until noW". Many of
his immediate relatives are connected with C.M.S. work, especially
in India, two of his own children among the number. In 1887, he
went out to India as one of the Society's ,Yinter Missionaries,
when
he visited the Mission which his father had helped to
found. The Protestantism of Mr. Fox is that of one whose heart
renders truest loyalty to the principles of the Reformation, as
embodied in the Articles and Homilies of the Church of England;
and whose scholarship and gentle nature add dignity and strength
to his protests against erroneous teaching and practice.
To illustrate the character of his testimony for the truth of God,
and in faithful opposition to the Romanizing tendencies of our
times, we make a selection of passages from his many published
writings, sermons, and essays, placing them under distinguishing
head-lines. Among the various publications produced by the pen of
this devoted servant of CHRIST-all of them characterized by a tone
of deep spirituality and uncompromizing fidelity to the Word of
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God-may be mentioned: The Gloi"ious Gospel (an Ordination
Sermon); True Catholicity (an Evangelical Alliance Address); The
Sacraments of the Church (A Sermon); Prectching the W01'd (A
Conference Paper); Toleration-or Tmth? (A Pamphlet); Hindrances
to Unity with Ect8tem Churches (A Congress Address); Evening
Communion (A Paper); and Is it Fail'1 (A Remonstrance Against
Disestablishment).
ON PREACHING THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL.

"Suffer me then to speak briefly of the Gospel as ohe great
ministerial trust. The glory of God is the revelation of Himself,
not of one attribute alone, but of all; not of one side of truth, but
of the whole. It is no Gospel of glory which keeps back any part of
the counsel of God. In this respect the Gospel does not recognize
such things as schools of thought.
Mutilated presentations of the
Gospel, or distorted views of the Gospel, are no Gospel of glory. For
example, a Gospel which deals with human nature as though it had an
inherent capacity for righteousness :-a Gospel which exaggerates the
truth of the Incarnation of Our Lord at the expense of His Atonement :-a Gospel which subordinates His Godhead to His humanity:a Gospel which does not give their full proportion to His resurrection
and its results, His Ascension and Pentecostal gifts, His Coming and
its consequences:- a Gospel which substitutes salvation by works for
salvation by grace :-a Gospel which speaks much of mercy and love,
but little of holiness and righteousness, little of the cleansing blood
and sanctifying Spirit :-a Gospel which shrinks from telling of the
wrath of God against 'all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,'
and of the punishment of those' who obey not the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ: ' not one of these, however plausible, however attractive,
nut one of these, I say, is a Go:;,pel of glory, for not one of them
conveys the whole t1'uth 01' describes the blessed God as He is."

"I am oftentimes sore at heart when I think how this Gospel is
hidden by all that men heap upon it, and hindered by all they put
before it. I see men trying to force and fit it into their own narrow
systems. I see them trying to make it popular by leaving out a bit
here and adding a bit there. I see them treating it as if it were something repulsive which men must be persuaded to swallow by many
sorts of pleasant devices, and tasteful attractions. I see it crippled
and crushed by vanity, and worldliness and shams; and I see a vast
amount of time and money and energy spent in what is called
Church Work which has little or no Gospel at all about it. What!
cannot we trust the bleEsed God 1 Are we afraid of the Gospel of
His glory 1 Do we think th3.t it cannot do His work without the
artificial aids which we must supply 1 Oh, God fvrbid! Mercifully
may He grant that your ministry never be marred by such follies
and sins. Remember the treasure with which you are put in trust,
': It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.' The one
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business of your lives now is: the' dispensation of the Gospel.' Great
as the responsibilities of him who is called to dispense, how infinitely
greater are those of the man who through ignorance or selfighness
neglects to discharge his solemn trust. Better never that you were set
apart for so holy a service, than that you should be untrue to the commission entrusted to you. And yet if the consciousness of this awful
responsibility makes you cry, as our Apostle once did, 'Who is
sufficient for these things ~' do not forget the answer which almost
immediately he supplies! 'Our sufficiency is of God.' And not only
sufficiency. God holds out to you the hope of more, not grace only
but all grace, abounding grace, grace always for all things, for he
adds, 'Who hath also made us able ministers of the Gospel.'"

SETTING FORTH CHRIST.

"It is this Christ who makes the Gospel what it was, and is, and
always must be, the power of God unto salvation.
It is this
Christ, and this alone, who gives vitality to the Word of preaching,
and who by that Word does save men to-day as surely as He did long
ago in Jerusalem, or Antioch, or Corinth, or Philippi, or Rome. But,
remember, it must be the same presentation of the same Christ. If
you allow what an Archbishp call;; , changes of Christian thought' to
interfere with that Gospel, you immediately vitiate its effect. If, for
example, men preach a Gospel which treats human nature as though it
had an inherent capacity for righteousness, and could dispense with
imputed righteousness; if they preach a Gospel which rests upon some
co-ordinate authority other than the written Word of God; if they
preach a Gospel which exaggerates the truth of the Incarnation at the
expense of the Atonement; if the full proportion be not given to His
Resurrection and its results, His Ascension, and Pentecostal gifts, HIS
coming and its consequences; if salvation by w01'ks adulterate by
ever so little the glory of salvation by grace; if the cleansing blood,
and the quickening, sanctifying Spirit; if consecration unto Christ and
separation from the world; if love and good works do not all take their
full and appropriate place in this ministry, the preaching, however
eloquent, learned, or popular, will never be the preaching of the Word,
nor lead to the results which we have a right to expect. The efficacy
of a medicine often depends upon the proportion of the ingredients.
Leave out one, or increase another, and it loses its virtue. So it is in
the ministry of that Divine remedy, in whose composition no less than
'the whole counsel of God' was put forth. Does not this account for
much of the alleged failure of modern preaching ~ "
THE OLD TEACHERS AND THE NEW.

" A man may be ever so
and yet his ministry may
We all know that it is not
mechanic. Machinery can
it is thought, it is spiritual

accomplished an expert in Biblical Science,
be as barren as the sands of the Sahara,
the excellence of his tools which makes t.he
do very much, but it cannot think. And
insight into the heart of the Word, it is
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the exercise of perceptive faculties, created and fostered by the Holy
Ghost alone, which are the first qualifications for preaching the Word.
These no lecture room nor library can supply. The secret is learnt on
the knees, it is wrestled for in prayer, it is wrought out in holy
meditation, it is found at the Master's feet. It is in this' epignosis '
that our older divines outstrip the preachers of this age. We have
qualities, perhaps, which they had not, conciseness and brevity of
style, on some questions a wider horizon.
But they were Bible
scholars of a higher order than almost any to be found now. Take
three typical men men of different character and generation-JoHN
OWEN, ROBERT LEIGHTON, and MATTHEW HENRY. What strikes you
most in their expositions of Scripture ~ It is not so much their
scholarship, their eloquence, or their force of argument, though they
had all these, but just simply their massive knowledge and their
deep understanding of the inner side of the Word. They knew the
letter of Scripture intimately, but they knew the spirit of it better
still. Eminently they were preachen; 01 the Word."
TRUE AND FALSE CATHOI,ICITY AND UNITY.
" Nor does true Catholicity demand a strict uniformity of Church
usage and worship. Again I thank God for the silence of the Bible.
There is no Leviticus in the New Testament. Two Sacraments, and
of these but the simplest outlines; the broad principles of decency and
order, the great law of charity; these are the only regulations
binding the Christian sanctuary. Is it conceivable, on any theory of
inspiration, that the Spirit who was to guide the disciples into all
truth did not anticipate the inevitable result of the omission of all
such details as formed so large a part of the former covenant, and
occupy so much of the energies of the modern ritualist ~ He who
made man with so great a variety of tastes and feelings surely never
meant that they should be forced to flow in one channel. What if
He leads one to pour out his soul in words that rise unrestrained
and unbidden to his lips? What if He leads another to cling to
forms which have come down to him sacred in their Scriptural
beauty, and the hallowed memories of the past ~ What if even
another by the same Spirit uses neither, and prefers to pray with
'groanings which cannot be uttered'? What right has one to judge
the other? Nay, rather it is in this very variety, so long as it is
consistent with the principles of the New Testament, rather than in
any external uniformity, that the spirit of the true Catholic rejoices.
A large number of excellent and well-meaning people are aiming at
a hopeless, not to say a mischievous ideal. Much of the talk about
Home reunion is quite misleading. When we ask 'union of what ~'
the answer will generally be, Union of the sects, denominations, and
fragments of the Visible Church, But I find no promise of this in
the Bible. From the very conditions of the case I have no warrant
to expect it. It argues a strange ignorance of human nature that
so many do. The Catholicity of the Bible is a very different thing.
'Yhen, in His last great prayer, our High Priest pleaded for His
people, that they all might be one, He described that unity as having

. I
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its ideal in the unity which bound Him to the Father. So far as
,v.e may dare to trace the parallel, wherein did the unity lie 1 Not
in personality, not in identity of operation. It was a unity of wIll,
of heart, of, purpose, of love. So in His body, the Church. As
the diverities of gifts, administrations, and operations are no
evidence of schism among the several members of the Church, do
they become schism if these members, still abiding in the 'mystical
body of Christ,' should group themselves into Societies, Communities,
Congregations, Churches, or whatever you please to call them 1 If
the unity of the Spirit be really a spiritual unity, schism will be
rather a breaking of ,the 'bond of peace' than mere dissidence from
an external order. If we are hidden to 'keep' that unity, it is
surely a unity which exists somewhere. It is something we have,
not merely something ,to come. True Catholicity overleaps those
barriers upon which we and our fathers have spent so much mistaken
industry. It would take us back to the Apostolic rule, which
recognized only 'ONE Body, and ONE Spirit, ONE Hope of our calling,
ONR Lord, ONE Faith, ONE Baptism, ONE GOD and Father of all.'
By
whatsoever you add to this, and by whatsoever you take from
this, you mar the Catholicity of the Gospel, and therefore the
Catholicity of the very Heaven where you hope to dwell 'with all
saints.' "
"ALTAR," OR "TABLE"

1

"In the Apostle's [PaUl's] eyes the Lord's Table was not and could
not be an Altar for the performance of 'sacrificial acts' will be evident
from further considerations, (1.) It certainly was not an Altar in
such a sense at the Institution of the Sacrament. When since has
it become s01 (2.) Our Lord Himself has clearly defined the relations
between altar and sacrifice in St. Matthew xxiii. 19. The altar, being
that to which the sacrifice is brought, and on which it is offered,
sanctifies, and is not sanctified by the offering. It is essentially
superior to the thing offered. But if the 'sacrificial act' be in any
sense an offering of the Body and Blood of Christ (and the
'devotional exercises with which it is connected' being excluded,
what else is offered 1) it may reasonably be asked, where is the material
altar in heaven or in ",arth worthy to receive so sublime an offering 1
So far as the offering of bread and wine, as representing the daily
supply of man's bodily needs, and set apart for these sacred
and symbolic uses, may be called a sacrifice, so far the Lord's
Table may be called a (not 'the ') Christian Altar. And so far as
in the Eucharist we offer our substance, our worship, and ourselves
to the Lord, so far the 'act of Communion' implies (not 'is ')
a sacrificial act on our part. Beyond this neither Holy Scripture
nor the teaching of the Church of England warrant us in going.
And there is not a little danger of such terms being seriously
misunderstood. The caution of our twenty-seventh Homily is not
without much reason: 'Let us. take heed lest of a memory it become a
llacrifice.''' ,
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THE RITUALIsm' "MASS."
do not exaggerate when r say that many hundreds of clergymen
are teaching throughout the country, both by their words and actions,
theories which can only be distinguished from the doctrines of Rome
by a juggle of words. And some, as the late Dr. PUSEY, even admit
that the distinction scarcely exists. The sacraments have betin made
by them objects of gross idolatry. A multitude of ceremonies and
superstitions have turned the simple Christian ordinance into a
theatrical mummery. Nay more, they have changed its very nature.
The Lord's Supper is no longer a sacrament. They call it a sacrifice.
r t is no longer a communion; it has become a spectacle. And all this
is being carried out by an elaborate and earnest organization. ~~ net,,';ork of confraternities, guilds, and societies, pledged to promote
unscriptural and uncatholic doctrines and practices in the Lord's
Supper, has covered the land and caught thousands in its meshes.
Thousands of om young people are being taught systematically the
utterly false and mischievous notions about the communion of the
body and blood of Christ, which we cast out at the Reformation. ~-\nd
what I think is saddest of all, our watchmen are asleep, or in league
with the Romanizers. ¥any who, from their position or their piety
or their learning, ought to know better, either connive at these errors
by their silence, or foster them by their patronage. They mock us, I
know, for being Protestant and Puritans; but if it be Protestant to
protest against what is false and unfair; if it be Puritan to love best
the pme truth which flows from the fountain-head, then of a truth
we have a Prayer-book Puritan and Protestant through and through.
And such Puritans and Protestants God grant that you and I may be
with all our hearts and for all onr lives."

"r

EVENHiG ADl\IINISTBATJON OF 'l'HE LORD's SUPPEH.
"The real cause of dislike to Evening Communion grows out of
those materialistic views of the Lord's Supper which insist upon a
localized presence of Christ Himself in the consecrated elements. A
well known clergyman, for example, speaks of 'making the Body of
Christ,' and cautions the priest who 'handles the Host' to remember
that 'it comprehends the most holy Body of Christ; and yet more, it
comprehends His most holy Soul; and most of all, it comprehends His
most holy Godhead.' By those who hold this awful theory fasting Communion is supposed to be a necessary corollary. Though why I never
could understand. Nor have r ever seen or heard it explained why
fasting afterwards is not as necessary as fasting before; nor why the
natural action of an empty stomach is less revolting to our theorist
than that of a full one. Nor am I aware that the same rules are
applied as yet to the other sacrament, as in strict analogy they should
be. But happily these men are rarely logical. It is too much to
expect from anyo!le who starts with denouncing private judgment in
the same breath that he is exercising it. But still it is the case that
the bitterest hostility to Evening Communion comes from this quarter,
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and that in the monthly intercession paper of the secret society called
the Con/raternityojthe fllesspd S(TC1'an1lnt, its members are constantly
invited to ask God that the example left by His Son may not be
followed by His servantlS."
On a recent occasion we had the very real pleasure of travelling for
upwards of a hundred miles in the company of good Mr. Fox, when
our conversation concerned "the deep things of God," and the
perils of the "last days," and the time passed all too quickly. One
of his last remarks will not soon be forgotten. "Where," he asked,
as we parted, "do we now ever hear from the pulpit anything
of the Oovenant?" Alas, how sad the truth underlying that inquiry!
THE EDITOR.

THE FAMILY OF GOD.
IT was God's purpose from the beginning, not merely to redeem for
Himself a people out of a world of sinners, but to bring that people
into a peculiar relationship to Himself. It was His purpose to draw.
them nearer to Himself than any order of His creatures, and to
establish a link between them and Godhead "of the closest and' most
peculiar kind.
To carry out this pllrpose was the vVord made flesh. "He took
not on Him the nature of angels j but He took on Him the seed
of Abraham."
Thus a new relationship was established, as till then could never
have been conceived of as even possible. The tie of creation, though
not dissolved, was now to be lost in the closer, dearer tie of kindred.
"Both He who sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one j
for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren." He
calls them brethren, and they call Him Brothel" Being" made of a
woman," He has become partaker of our lowly humanity, so as to
be bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh; and we, being "born of
God," are made partakers of the Divine nature, becoming "members
of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones." Thus the saints are
the nearest kinsmen of the Son of God, and, if of the Son, then of the
Father also, as He hath said, "I and my Father are one":
" believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in
Me?"
It is thus that the family relationship is formed, and God's
original design carried out. For thus it is written, "As many as
received Him, to them gave He power [or the right] to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
lnan, but of God." And again, "Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that W8 should be called the sons of
God." 'Ve are elevated to creation's highest level. 'Ve are brought
into the inner circle of the Father's love, closer to His throne,
nearer His heart than angels j for we are the body of Christ, and
members in particular-" the fulness of Him that filleth all in all."

The Gospel Jl,1agazine.

493

Out of this new link there springs the family bond between us and the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; "His Father and our
Father, His God and our God" And it is especially in this name of
family that God delights. He has many names for. His redeemed.
They are His chosen ones, His people, His flock, His heritage. But it
is as His family that He speaks of them oftenest, and it is as such that
He bbnds over them so fondly, as over His firstborn-the children of
His heart and the desire of His eyes.
But it is needful that we inquire farther concerning this family,
and learn from God's own account of them who amI what they are.
By nature they are children of wrath, even as others. And thUl;
far there is no original difference between them and the world. But
they are the eternally chosen of the Father, "chosen in Christ before
the foundation of the world." This is their true ancestry, and this
is their chiefest glory. ." They are predestinated to the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to Himself, a0cording to the good pleasure
of His wilL" They are quickened together, from being dead in
trespasses and sins, and raised up by the exceeding greatness of God's
power, the same mighty power by which he wrought in Christ when
He raised Him from the dead. They are saved by grace through
faith, and that not of themselves-it is the gift of God. They are
reconciled to God by the death of His Son. They are delivered
from a present evil world according to the will of God their Father.
They are washed in the blood of Jesus, and justified by faith in His
Name. They are redeemed from their vain conversation, not with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. They are
made heirs of God and joint-heir,; with Christ J eSlls; kings and priests
unto God, who are to reign with Christ for ever over a redeemed and
restored creation.
Such is the family. Surely they are high-born. Their ancestry is
from eternity; their descent is from the King of kings. Though
their present condition be a lowly one, their prospects are the brightest
that hope ever painted-" than eye hath seen or ear heard." "W'hen
He shall appear they shall be like Him, for they shall see Him as He
is."-BonaT.
SOVEREIGN GRACE.
IN fallen man no righteousness can find a root, or raise its head,
except when sown by sovereign grace. Grace gives the faith, which
only justifies. Grace leads the sinner to the Saviour's merits. Grace
hides him in the Saviour's side. Grace gives the hand to put on
Christ's covering robe. Grace only can unite to Christ, and, only they
who are ingrafted into Him-sheltered in His wounds-washed in His
precious blood, are righteous before God.-Dean Law.
THE mean~st capacity, yea, a person of the weakest intellect, is as
susceptible of heayenly grace as the most capacious mind.
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THE LATE REV. EDMUND DAVYS.

To the Editor of the Gospel Maga'1.ine.
DEAR FRIEND,-I have just read in your pages for June, the
letter of our mutual friend, the Rev. A. A. ISAACS, with recollections
of the late Rev. EDMUND DAVYS, the eldest son of a former BISHOP of
PETERBOROUGH.
The fullowing additional particulars may be interesting to
your readers.
Before I came to the " Circus"-forty years
~ince-I was asked to take his duty at Peterborough for a
month. In my first charge in the North there were scarcely more than
120 parishioners. and the change to a congregation of, I believe, 1,600
was a step of the Lord's ordering to fit me for the large numbers
who attended the Old "Circus," where I was guided to assist the
late Rev. J. KNAPP, who opened a large building wherein to preaJh
the Gospel to the poor, withont money or price.
I remember, whilst taking the duty at Peterborough, on one occaiSion our late beloved QUEEN passed through the station, I believe for
Scotland, and I was asked, with others, to attend, to be with the dear
godly Evangelical BISHOP on the platform. I had the privilege of
iStanding quite close to HER MAJESTY for some time, and was deeply
J
impressed with all I saw and heard.
T then went (I believe, through the BISHOP'S influence) to the
pretty church of Bottesford, near Northampton, where the late Mr.
N Om[A~ was Incumbent. The Lord blessed the Word largely. For
the four Sundays I was there the congregation greatly increased,
ancl I was pressed llluch to remain, but I did not feel it was the
permanent sphere the Lord had appointed for me. ,Yhilst there,
I received a letter from the late revered LORD FORESTER, asking
if I would come to the" Old Circus" and help Mr. KNAPP to pay a
valued Scripture Reader of his from its funds for two years, and
then for him to be ordained to take up the work. I consented to
this arrangement, if there were no objection elsewhere. However,
the proposition was not approved at head-quarters, and I subsequently received a letter from Mr. KNAPP asking whether I
would come and help him, as he was in considerable difficulty in certain matters.
The words seemed to rest on my
mind, "Come over to Macedonia and help us," and I was impelled
(doubtless by God) to come here at oncfJ-with the idea of staying
for a month.
However, God overruled everything, that I have
remained over forty years, and I trust the same Gospel preached
then is preached now, and the children of God certainly are not tired
of it, and do not seem to desire another.
Some eight or ten years since, dear CANON HILIJ came to Southsea
for a visit, and attended the present "Circus," and kindly preached
some precious truth (I believe more than once), and we had sweet
:lnd savoury intercourse on the one theme.
CANON HILL, later on,
~£y
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settled down at Worthing, where, I believe, he was called "home."
When I met him at Worthing he astonished me by saying, "our
mutual friend, dear EDMUND DAVYS is living at Lee-on-theSolent." This place is about two or three miles from Southsea,
across by the Gosport ferry. I soon went and saw Mr. DAVYS,
and since then we often met, and I ever felt it a great
privilege to vi5it him. He was truly a saintly man, and ever
loved to speak of Him he loved to preach. He took the services at a
little iron church at Lee-on-the-Solent gratuitously, and was a real
blessing to the neighbourhood. He had with him an old attendant
godly housekeeper, who waited upon the dear man to the last with a
devotedness and care which money could not purchase. I saw dear
Mr. DAVYS not long before the "home eaU;" his sweet smile I shall
never forget, or the glow of his conntenance when one Jesus whom
Paul knew and preached was the theme.
I little thought this visit would be the last on earth.
Had I
known where his earthly remains were to have been deposited, I
should certainly have gone over and joined the mourners to Netley,
where the funeral was. I, however, drove over as soon as I could
to Lee-on-the Solent, where I heard from a dear and godly-friend of the
close of the valued and honoured life. I heard, too, that the godly
. housekeeper, with whom I had often talked of the good things of the
kingdom, waited upon her loved master in the flesh, as well as served
her Master in heaven, was taken ill just after Mr. DAVYS was" at
home" with the Lord, and in about six days she too received the
" home call" to come up higher.
Mr. DAVYS was assisted in his duties by a godly layman, Mr.
VVILLlAM WE BB, of Trafalgar House, ;l,t Lee-on-the-Solent, who has an
excellent school for gentlemen's S011S, in whicb. he has been very
successful, and his school is conducted on Scriptural lines. He is
licensed to preach by the BISHOP, and works gratuitOllsly. What will
be the outcome of the future I know not. May the Lord appear and
order it that the truth may be maintained there.
I hope this account will not weary the readers of the GOSPEL
1\UGAZINE. It is well to note God's dealings with His servants, and
His own faithfulness, and the blessing He ever vouchsafes. What a
wonderful review there will be, indi,idually and collectively, in that
brighter world, where His children shall see most plainly not one
thing has failed of all their God has spoken j and a wonderful song
they will sing, when with hearts and lips attuned by grace they
will hymn the praises of a Covenant God throughout eternity.
I am, yours in the bonds of the eternal Covenant,
Southl5ea, June 7th, 1901.
J. C. MARTIN.
OH, what should we do, were it not for the. blood of sprinkling,
that precious, precious blood, which cleanseth from all sin! Here
is my hope; this fountain is my refuge; without this what
should we do, with death and the bar of that God "who searcheth
the heart" in prospect 1-·Watts Wm"inson.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-We have just received the following letter of appeal
in response to which three large parcels have been sent containing
much precious truth ,:-" DEAR .Mr. BRlDER,-If you have any
reading to spare, I have plenty of use for it here, as there are
many hundreds of inva,lids from South Africa passing through here."
A parcel has also been sent to Shetland for circulation amongst the
fisherfolk. In the island of Unst about 8,000 men and women arrive
during the herring fishing season. Besides parcels to J ullumdur,
India, &c., books have been sent to Pekin, China, for the field
forces, remembering the gracious words of our Covenant God,
"So shall My word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: it shall
not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it," (Isaiah
Iv. 11). We may well rejoice, for it is a glorious privilege to be
permitted to scatter truth in these truth-despising days. Increasingly solemn do the times become, dark clouds are gathering. vVe
tremble for the safety of England; our only refuge is in God, who,
it is our mercy to know, reigneth over all. May He preserve ns.
Any fresh help towards 'circulating the sovereign truth of God
amongst our brave soldiers and sailors, whom Rome and Ritualism
are toiling to enslave, will be very acceptable if sent to,
Yours sincerely,
Camp bell Rond, Snlisbury, June, 1901.
R. E. BRIDER.

BROTHERLY LOVE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-I am obliged to you for the 30th ,jIay copy
of the English Churclllnan, and especially for the way in which you
have shown' that you have not forgotten me. Many a time did
it oCClli' to me within the last few years to write you, but owing to
many distempers, sometimes physical, at other times spiritual, I
failed to realize my wish.
I should be thankful, however, that of
late my health has considerably improved, and I should be very
, ungrateful did I not make mention of the loving-kindness of Him who
forgiyeth all our iniquities, who healeth all our diseases. Nor have I
ceased to take the utmost interest in your own experiences, whether
of chastise,ments or of restoration to health and continued usefulness
in your Master's service. These I have been following, both in the
GosPErJ MAGAZINE and the English Chu,)'cJlInan.
I am glad to find that you are enabled, among others in England,
to raise your voice against what threatens to be a betrayal of our
dearly-bought Protestant safeguards in this realm. I am hoping that
the volume, of public protests in England will gather in depth and
intensity, and that by the Divine blessing the disaster may be averted.

,

,
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I am herewith forwarding you,a copy of this month's FTee P.resbyterian
.Magazine, from which you will see that our Synod is endeavouring to
do a little to bring home to the people of these northern parts a sense
of the solE,mnity of the crisis through which we 11re passing.
So far have we been from regretting the position we took up in
1893, that we have often been moved to render thanks to the Lord
that at that time He conducted us by His counsel to assert, and not,
as a Church, compromise in any way the assertion of mankind's indispen~able need of a Divine Saviour, of an infallible Bible, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Although I chanced to pass through Gairloch this week, where, upon
arriving at Kerrysdale, I was so glad to get the English Churchman
referred to, you will see by the Free Presbyterian Magazine that
my home is now in Inverness. I thought it my duty to accept a call
from the Free Presbyterian congregaticn in that town little more
than a year ago. Pray for,
Yours affectionately,
JOHN R. MACKAY.
](eJ'Tysdale, Gai7'loch, N. B., June 5th, 1901.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.

"'

By kind permission of the Rev. Prebendary L. B. WHITE, D.D., the
Rector, the ancient church of St. Mary Aldermary, Queen Victoria
Street, was the scene of the Annual Sermon of the Society on Thursday evening, May 23rd, by the EDI'l'oR of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The
beautiful church was filled with friends of the Institution, who calllc
from far and near, and the simpie service was thoroughly enjoyed by the
whole of the congregation. The Hector read the Prayers and Lessons;
the Psalms were said, while a special feature of the service was the
hearty singing of the hymns, the selection being, "All people that on
earth do dwe\l,'~ and" Thare is a name I love to hear." Th'3 Rev.
J. OmnsToN, who wore the legal preaching gown, all too seldom seen
now in the City of London, delivered an excellent sermon f{om I Peter
ii. 7, "Unto you therefore which believe He is precious.'" A report
of this discourse appears in another ,part of the MlilgaziP.e., With the
singing of the hymn, "Glory to Thee, my God, this night," and the
Benediction, the service came to a conclusion.
Previous to the sermon) Ml\ and Mrs. W; H, COLLIlSGRIDGE kindly
invited the members of the Committee and some other friends to
meet the preacher at' tea, at 'the Cannon Street Hotel. Upwards of
forty accepted this invitation, and' hearty thanks were accorded to
Mr. and Mrs. COLLINGRIDGE for their hospitality, and to the Rev. J.
ORMIS'l'ON and Dr. WHITE for their valued interest and aid. Among
those present were the 'Rev. ·r. BRADBURY and Messrs.W. J.
PARKS, J., TOWNSENDi E. CARR, G. DOUDNEY, A. HAYLES, and the
SECRETARY.
2 N
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MARAH.
(EXODUS

xv. 20-25.)

THE songs of triumph
Had ceased. Conscious of a great delivel·ance.
Wrought'by a mighty Hand-that of their God,
Israel, exultant, grateful, confident,
Entered upon their wilderness journey.
Their faith and gratitude and confidence
Were quickly, wisely, severely \ested:
Marching three days under a burning sun,
Without water, they fainted and murmured.
Relief came, and with it disappointment,
For the waters of Marah were bitter.,
They could not drink thereof, and in 'distress
Cried, "What shall we drink?" The Lord showed Moses
A tree, which, strange to say, on being cast
Into the bitter waters, sweetened them.
So the Lord,
In mercy, always provides for His own.
Their songs of· redemption from Satan's thrall
Are jubilant of praise, and hearts, renewed
By grace divine, display God's wondrous touch.
Inspired and led by Him, they go their way
Rejoicing, till trials overtake them.
"Hungry and thirsty, their souls faint in them;"
They cry unto God; He hears and answers,
Though not always as and wher. they expect.
He must needs" prove" them, that their faith and hope
May be in Him, and their obedience shown.
Thus life's bitter potions are sweetened by
Love divine; the leaves of the tree of life
Healing impart. and to the weary soul
Refreilhment afford.
The Saviour drank
The cup of woe in all its bitterness,
Filled with the wrath of God; and bore the curse
For us. Re" tasted death," yea, every death,
That, as became Him, from the lowest depth
And to the uttermost, He might rescue
And save. We joy in Him who conquered deatb,
And transformed it into the Gate of Life!
Death is reft of its sting, and like Marah
Is sweetened by His remedial touch.
All-sufficient, ever-present Saviour!
Guide us through l~e's devious tracks, that all things,
However bitter, dark, or difficult,
May work tOgether for our lasting good,
And Thine eternal praise.
Bramhall.
J. E. WINDER.
THOUGH all sin is perfectly atoned by the sacrifice of J esns, yet the
least sin will raise '1 storm in the conscience of a believer, if it be
uot cleansed by the blood of Jesns.-l11ason.

The Gospel M agaz£ne.

iRssing

499

~.btnts.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
THJ;; DUKE and DUCHESS of CORNWALL and YORK are having <1 most
successful tour in the Colonies. They have been received with the
greatest enthusiasm, and their visit seems likely to be productive of
much interest and. good, helping to cement more firmly the bonds which
unite'the Mother Country to her offspring.
THE Census returns revealed a large increase in the populatiollJf
England and Wales, but they also reveal a considemble decrease in Lhe
population of Ireland. In 1841 the population of Ireland numbered
8,196,597, but it has been continually decreasing since that date.
1n
1851 it was 6,574,278; 1861, 5,798,967; 1871, 5,412,377; lS81,
5,174,836; 1891, 4,704,750; and in 1901, 4,456,546; showing a
decrease in the last sixty years of 3,740,051, or nearly one-half ot Gllo
former population, and a decrease in the last ten years of 248,204.
Ireland enjoys the distinction of being the only portion of the United
Kingdom where religious statistics are taken, and they are interesting;
3,310,028 persons returned themselves as Roman Catholics, th];;
number being 237,279, or 6'7 per cent., under the number so returned
in 1891 ; 579,385 were returned under the head of Protestant Episcopalians, being a'decrease of 20,718, or 3'[) per cent. ; 443,494 were
returned as Presbyterians, being a decrease of 1,480, or 3 per cent.
The number of Methodists amounts to 61,255, being an increase of
5,745, or 10'4 per cent.
IT is seldom that we heal' of much propagation-zeal connected wi"h
agnosticism; but an avowed and aged agnostic announces hi::;
willingness to contribute £15,000 towards establishing .a "Freethought" Institution in London, provided another sum of £15,000
is obtained from other sources. It is said that a committee ha>;
been formed, and that the latter sum is nearly raised. One of the
stated intentions of the promoters of this movement is to endeavour
to get a special influence over women; and they propose to do this
by means of "concerts, dramatic entertainments, and social gatherings,"
hoping thu::.; to ally them to the cause of agnosticism.
Another
intention is to establish an agnostic Sunday-school, where" the young
mind will be taught the necessity of fulfilling all moral obligations,
apart from any expectations of reward in a future life. The serviec
will be very much of the same character as that held in the churches,
only the supe1'natul'al will be eliminated." "We want," the promoters
say, "to urge the obligation to do right for right's sake." This hr,s
often been tried before, and it has as often signally failed. Similarly it
will fail again.
AT the recent annual meeting of the shareholders of the Casino
Company at Monte Carlo, some further disclosures 'v ere . uUl.de
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as to the enormous profits which are obtained from the disgraceful gambling which goes on there. The total profits from
the gambling tables for the year ending March 31st was £925,200,
and the rent of the Hotel de Paris and other properties owned by the
Company was £30,000; making a total of £955,200! N early a million
of money wrung out of the pockets of the poor infatuated-and in
many cases ruined-fools who hover about the gl.l,mbling tables as moths
flit about a candle! The directors of the Company liberally support
charitable and religious objects-is this as a salve to their consciences ~
and they paid £20,000 last year as hush-money to the Press-chiefly
to the French press-to disarm its criticism, and to purchase its
silence! This is a sad and disgraceful state of things. One of the
fairest spots on earth is thus made, for the sake of the gain of a few
unscrupulous indi vidnals, the scene of the degradation and ruin of
multitudes. Why should this be permitted ~ It is a wonder that the
intelligent Governments of Europe do not combine together to put a
stop to it.
BUT although we have not a public plague-spot of this kind existing
in our midst, there is reason to fear that the evil which it promotes
exists very widely amongst us; and the BISHOP of HEREFOHD deserves
much gratitude for the courageous manner in which he has brought
the matter before the House of Lords. The Bishop asks fbr a Select
Committee to inquire respecting the increase of gambling amongst
all classes, and to sl,ggest legislative measures which may check its
lamentable effects. It has recently been stated authoritatively that
there are no fewer than 5,000 professional bookmakers daily engaged
in their injurious trade, and that their regular clients exceed half a
million! and when it is remembered that every town has its betting
clubs, some idea may be formed of the extent of the evil and of
the amount of misery which results from it.
vVe hope that the
BISHOP'S efforts will be crowned with success.
S'l'A'l'ISTICS which have just been published, show that agriculture
is declining more and more in England, and this serious fact is attracting
s?ecial attention on the Continent. A leading French Republican paper
remarks, for instance, that when QUEEN VICTORIA ascended the throne,
England could have stood a Continental blockade for years. Now
she could not hold out a month on her olm resources. " This rapid
disappearance of her agriculture and peasantry," it adds, "is perhaps
the most striking feature of England's history during the past century.
It is certainly no secret that, if Great Britain were engaged in a
European war, desperate attempts would be made to cut off supplies,
so that those politicians who prate so glibly about the advantages of
her insular position when they choose to oppose any increase of
her army or fleet, might one of these days be treated to a somewhat
rude awakening if they were allowed to have their way. Nothing, on
the other hand, could be more interesting or instructive than the
SUCCless of the efforts of M.. JULES MELINE in combating the agricultural

The Gospel Magazine.

501

tiecline with which France was also threatened.
Views may be
divided on the subject of his protective policy, but it is perfectly
certain that, thanks to it, agriculture has been revived throughout
the length and breadth of the land, and that if the worst came to
the worst, France could now provide food for her population out
of her own resources."
It might be wise to take a hint on this
subject from the criticism and experience of our neighbours,
Two remarkable illnstrations of the fact that HomaniRm can
become "all things to all men," and knows well how to adapt
itself to its surrounding circlltlJstances, have been furnished by
recent eveuts, A Roman Catholic priest had the audacity to stand
up at a great Protestant meeting in the Town Hall of Abergavenny,
when :Ur. VV.ALTER VV.ALSH gave one of his useful and startling
lectures, and declare that he appeared there "as an advocate for
civil and religious liberty for everybody"! Fancy a Romish priest
making such a declaration as this! Would he have attempted to
do so in Home, when it was under the temporal dominion of the
Pope, or in any country where Rome is a paramonnt power? And
the Homanist society which calls itself the "Catholic Truth Society"
-an utter misnomer-is actually circulating-or pretending to
circulate -a penny edition of the Gospels in English! and C.ARDlKAL
VAUGHAK has publicly commended this proceeding, stating that "If
the Society had done no more than issue the Gospels in this form,
it had done a good work, for it was infinitely better to read the
life of our Lord in the Gospels themselves, than to trust to the
language of commentators." ,Vonders will never cease! Romanism,
which thoroughly hates the Word of God. circulating it! A Roman
CiLtholic writer lately said, "I consider the Bible of the Protestant
pastors more to be feared in Galicia than the ironclads." But then
it is expedient sometimes to throw dust in the eyes of the public,
and Romanism has no qualms of conscience in pretending to be
what she is not.
A MOVEMENT is taking place in Egypt which may have far-reaching
results, r:amely, to promote the emancipation of "Mahommedan women.
An Arabic .book has just been published which is making a great
sensation in Moslem circles. It is written by CAsm BEY, Amir of
Cairo, a well-known 10s1em, and a Counsellor of the Court of Appeal.
It is beautifully printed, and written in an elegant and graceful
style. The author urges upon his co-religionists the abolition of polygamy by law, the education of women, the granting to them of liberty
in their acts, thoughts, and sentiments, and new regulations with
regard to marriage and marriage rights. He affirms that these
reforms contain nothing contrary to his religion, but rather that they
emanate from it. He says: "If we raise woman by giving her
education and liberty, we may be able to change the whole history of
Egypt, and possibly of all the East. 'fhis is a question of life and
death for us, and for all :J1ussulmans, because the misfortune of the.
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East is not, in my opinion, a religious problem, as generally understood. That does not mean to say that our religion has not
undergone a deformation which requires some reforms. But if our
religion has been degraded, it is because our character has been
lowered. The great subject-the subject of subjects-is in connection
solely or principally with the education of woman. We cannot
seriously change our social state before changing that of our family.
Religious and moral instruction, which are so generally extolled and
praised by us as a remedy for our misfortune, would not produce
the desired effect. It is not sufficient alone that grain should be
good in order to germinate; it requires also to light upon favourable soil. Bnt this favourable soil will be always lacking as long as
woman is unable to prepare the future welfare of her children."
The women of Egypt number almost five millions, and can only be
reached by woman as things stand at present. The proposals made
by the writer, if carried into effect, would not only revolutionize social
order there, but would, perhaps, completely change the moral aspect
of a considerable portion of the world.
A college for the medical training of missionaries aild candidates f01'
missionary work has been formally opened at Leyton, and named
after the late Dr. LIVINGSTONE, and it seems likely to prove to be a
great success.
'fhe English Ohnrchrnan says respecting it :-" The
opening of Livingtone College at Leyton marks an epoch in missionary
effort. Not long ago the idea prevailed amongst those who felt no
special interest in missionary work that anyone was fit to be a
missionary. This idea is in a fair way of being exploded, though
superstitions anent missionary work die very hard. It is now becoming recognized that the highest spiritual qualifications are indispensable in an intending- missionary, and that a Christian who is not
a winner of souls at home is not likely to be a winner of souls
abroad. But while this is a qualification of first importance, it is not
the sole qualification.
~Men8 sana in c01po1'e sanD is necessary in a
candidate for missionary service. He must possess good health and a
sound constitution. He must also give some evidence of fair intellectual gifts which will enable him to acquire readily the language
of the country to which he is sent. and to understand the bent of the
native mind. It is desirable that he should be able to learn something
of the religion which he hopes to see Christianity replace-no light
task in most heathen countries. Further, a technical and manual
experience is of great value, especially in opening up fields in
uncivilized countries, both with a view to providing housing accommodation for the mission staff, and to instructing the natives in manual
arts. A well-equipped man is likely to be sent to a more isolated
post, and to one of greater difficulty and danger, than one less furnished. He may go where there are few Europeans. or none at all.
He will be then out of reach of medical and surgical skill. Probably
he will be working in a climate which is ul1suitable, or perhaps absolutely dangerous to Europeans. His loss would be the more difficult
to make good, by reason of his equipment, while the cost of putting a
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successor into the field would be a heavy charge to the Society under
which he works. That this is a very serious factor in missionary work
is shown by the statement of Dr. LAWES, at the opening of Livingstone College, to the effect that in the New Guinea Mission, with
which he was connected, two hundred missionaries had lost their lives
within the last thirty years. Unhealthy climates do not change, but
the same Lord who has bidden His servants face their dangers in order
to carry the Gospel to every quarter of the world, has enabled scientific
men to discover means of avoiding or overcoming many of the diseases
to which these climates give rise. And one of the latest additions to
the means of equipment for a missionary career is the foundation of
Livingstone College."
VEHY striking and touching were the meetings which were held in
Exeter Hall to bid farewell to the venerable and veteran missionary,
Dr. JOHN G. PATON. Those who attended them and heard him speak,
and, perhaps, spoke to him, must have felt something like the elders
of Ephesus, who fell upon the Apostle Paul's neck, and kissed him,
"sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, that they should
see his face no more." Dr. PATON hopes to reach his home at Aniwa
in April of next year, or, perhaps, earlier. His first duty will be to
report to the Committee of the Synod at Melbonrne the results of his
two years' absence. He is taking out two new medical missionaries,
and he is still full of enthusiasm with regard to missiouary work.; but
he is very· anxious about the future of his beloved Islands, fearing
that the encroachments of the French will do them irreparable mischief. The final address of the veteran missionary was delivered with
deep emotion. It was said that "No more striking figure has ever
appeared 011 a London platform than this picturesque and beautiful old
man. His soft, gentle voice, with its musical North-country accent,
became tremulous, as he talked of the dream which floats before him: of
his own future. In old age, Dr. DUFF said in the General Assembly,
'If we cannot find young men to go out to India, I myself will return
to the field.' Dr. PATON, who has so well earned his rest, talks of
leaving his Christian people in the care of the elder", and setting out,
like Vlysses, for one final missionary voyage. :Many could not refrain
from tears as he spoke of venturing on the darkest. islands, and amongst
the wildest tribes. After. the address, he stood at the door, and said.a
personal good-bye to each of his friends. It was a solemn, yet a happy
parting.
D. A. D.
CONSOLATION.
AR'l' thou poor, and wantest necessaries sometimes 7 'Vhy, Christ
is touched with the feeling of a poor condition; it was once His own
case (2 Cor. viii. 9). Poor in relation (Phil. ii. 7) 7 As to friends, a
few fishermen; as to estate, He had not wherewith to pay a small
tribute, but what He got by a miracle; as to accommodation, worse provided for than the inferior creatures (Matt. viii. 20). Christ is deeply
touched with the poor condition of His needy children.-Clarkson.
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Seed Time and HaTvest. Records of Religious Tract Society Work
among the Nations, in 240 Languages. London: The Religious
Tract Society.
THIS is a new departure on the part of the Religious Tract Society,
and consists of a monthly serial, well illustrated and got up in an
attractive manner. Thi" monthly serial is intended to take the
place of the old quarterly Record which the Society has hitherto
published, and alsu of the publication entitled, Light in the Home
and Tract Magazine. The Corpmittee state that "no effort will be
spared to make it readable, and to lead all subscribers and friends
of the Society to realize more fully what the Committee rejoice torecognize, namely, the wonderful way in which God uses the Society
to scatter the preciolls Seed of the Kingdom over the whole world
We so,\, beside all waters. 'We sow in faith; ,,-e plant the Seed in
prayer; it is followed everywhere by the fervent prayers of all
who co-operate with us in this great department of Gospel servIce.
Our gracious heavenly Father often rejoices our hearts
with abundant evidences of succes", and for all these we bless His
name. But we know that in multitudes of cases the results of this
work cannot be known until the secrets of all hearts are revealed
at the last great day. The Committee hope that this monthly record
of what Gospel literature is doing in nearly 250 languages all over
the globe, both in our own beloved hnd and also wherever the
Christian missionary has gone, will strengthen the LLith, deepen the
lo\-e, and increase the liberality of all our fellow-workers. They
trust that those into whose hands this record regularly comes will
aid them by directing to it the attention of friends who may be
ignorant of the value and the vastness of the work of the ReligiousTract Society."
What Christ Taught; 01', Modem Thought in the Liuht of His Words.
By H. W. BROWN. London: Alfred Holness.
A FAI'l'HFUL and clear exposition of some of the great verities of the
Christian faith as taught by our Lord.
The Philosophy of lJtb·. He1'beTt Spencer E.mmined. By the Rev. JAMES
IVERACH, M.A., Author of Is God ]{nolcalJle? London: Religious
Tract Society.
AN able reply to some of the misleading and foolish statements of
modern agnosticism.
THE real Christian !lath infinitely better things toentert1tin his mind
with than magnificent dwellings, rich furniture, costly apparel, and
sparkling decorations. He who hath not is a stranger to true
happiness, how much soever his vain fancy is pleased with the spl~ndid
figure he makes, wherein he cannot justly compare with a blltter~y or
a tulip.-B1·ine.

