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"Who comforteth US in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE ASCENSION GLORY OF CHRIST.
" Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye litt up, ye everlasting
doors,. and the King ot Glory shall come in! Who is the King of
Glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle."PSALM xxiv. 7, 8.

FOUR ,great crises mark the progress of the LORD JESUS CHRIST in
that momentous work of redemption which, as the Mediator of the
Covenant of Grace, He undertook to perform for the glory of His
Father and the salvation of His elect Church, the Bride. These
are, His descent from heaven " into the lower parts of the earth"
when He became incarnate (Eph. iv. 9); His death of curse upon
the cross (Gal. iii. 13); His triumphant resurrection from the penal
grave (Col. ii. 15); and His ascension, when He resumed the glory
which He had with the FATHER before the world was (John xvii. 5).
It is to the last of these stupendous events that the devout attention of our readers is here chiefly directed. Too little stress, one
feels, is laid by Christian writers in general on this profoundly
instructive epoch in the personal history of the LORD JEsus-the
climax of His meritorious work, the crowning experience of His
soul. The ascension of the SON of MAN (as SON of MAN) into the
heavenly places was an event without precedent. The ascension of
the body of CHRIST into glory was, moreover, prototypical of the
ascension thither of the raised bodies of all His saints. The bodies
of Enoch and Elijah were, of course, not resurrection bodies, for
25
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neither of those distinguished men of GOD saw death. Pre-eminence
must be given to the LORD JESUS as the first among the risen to
carry a human body into the heaven of heavens. Hence it is written
of Him, "He is the Head of the body, the Church; Who is the
Beginning, the Firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might
have the pre-eminence" (Col. i. 18). In this matter all honour is
absolutely and solely His own. Obviously, none could share with
the Incarnate One in being the first to pass the" everlasting doors"
-perfect Man-spirit, and soul, and body. He entered in as the
LORD of GLORy-the LORD mighty in battle. He had spoiled
principalities and powers, on earth, and now it was His right to
glory in the reward of His victory. As one has well observed:
" The MAN of NAZARETH, the First of the new race, the LAST ADAM,
passed into the divine presence in the right of His own perfect
humanity. In His coming, He asked for no mercy. No Mediator
opened the door of heaven for Him. He proceeded along the line
of the outworking of the infinite order to consummation, basing His
claim to reception upon the even and inexorable justice of GOD.
He passed from earth to heaven, and stood unafraid in the white
light of the Eternal Purity." Not the most spiritual mind among
all the people of GOD can even approximately conceive the fulness
of the joy of JESUS when He returned to the presence of His wellpleased Father!-Who, in righteous wrath, had hidden His face
from Him at the cross" for a moment," and now received Him with
everlasting kindness! The gates of the FATHER'S house had never
before been thrown open to such a royal entrant, accompanied by
such a kingly train as that which followed the Mighty Conqueror!
As says the SPIRIT, Whose office is to glorify CHRIST, "When He
ascended up on high, He led captivity captive,"-or, as the margin
translates the passage, " a multitude of captives." The ascension of
CHRIST was the celebration of His perfected redemption work-His
conquest of the Devil, the world, sin, and the grave. "The LORD,
mighty in battle," then took His seat on the throne of universal
sovereignty, all things in heaven, earth, and hell being subject unto
Him. The enthroned SON of MAN is now "Head over all things
to the Church, which is His body." He holds the keys of supreme
authority, and all the treasures of grace and glory are at His
command. None can shut when He is pleased to open, nor can any
open when He shuts. It was the prerogative of J OSEPH to control
the granaries of Egypt, and it was his loving delight to supply his
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unworthy brethren with the fat of the land in the days of dearth.
How much more does our ascended LORD find satisfaction in
granting freely to His needy brethren the unsearchable riches of His
covenant fulness and the endless blessings of His great salvation!
Oh, brethren beloved, let us more constantly dwell on these divine
realities.
The ascension of CHIRST was a literal, historical event. He who
ascended, and is to-day in heaven, is a living Person-GoD of
GOD, yet a partaker of " the same" flesh and blood as ourselves!
He is there" for US "-our Great High Priest who is touched with
the feeling of the infirmities of His loved ones on earth. "I go to
prepare a place for you." That is one object of His going away.
He is making ready the" many mansions" in the FATHER'S house
for His FATHER'S "many sons." The GOD-MAN dwells within the
Holy of Holies the forerunner and representative of His brethren.
He wears their nature. They are" members of His body, of His
flesh, and of His bones." He is occupied in making ready in the
heavenly places an eternal abode for His Bride, whom the FATHER
elected and gave unto Him. That abode, we may rest assured, will
be every way worthy of the love wherewith He loved her, even
unto the death of the cross. Oh, what a sight for angels and
principalities in the glories of eternity will be that consummation
of the grace-counsels of JEHOVAH when the prophetic word shall be
realised-" Upon Thy right hand did stand the Queen in gold of
Ophir" ! What a presentation in the court of the King of Kings,
when "She shall be brought unto the King in raiment of needlework"-clad in the garments of glory and beauty, wrought-every thread of them-by His own royal hands. His own righteousness, the fine linen of the saints, shall make her perfectly" like
Him," " altogether glorious," " a glorious Church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing, holy and without blemish." If the
everlasting doors lifted up their heads when CHRIST risen approached
alone, what will their uplifting be when He exultingly leads His
blood-purchased people into the palace, and presents to His
FATHER the rejoicing objects of His everlasting love!
Oh, for grace to be kept in humble, happy anticipation of that
blissful moment when the adorable Redeemer shall see in His
perfected Church" the travail of His soul"! Then, as the prophet
has said, "He will rest in His love; He will joy over thee with
singing (Zeph. iii. 17).
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" , COME, Lord Jesus! 0 come quickly! '
Oft has prayed the mourning Bride:
'1,o! ' He answers, 'I come quickly! '
Who His coming may abide ~
All who loved Him,
All who longed to see His day!
" , Come,' He saith, ' ye heirs of glory;
Come, ye purchase of My blood;
Claim the kingdom now before you;
Rise, and fill the mount of God,
Fixed for ever
Where the Lamb on Zion stands.'
" See ! ten thousand burning seraphs
From their thrones as lightnings fly ;
, Take,' they cry, ' your seats above us,
Nearest Him who rules the sky ! '
Patient sufferers,
How rewarded are ye now!

" In full triumph see them marching
Through the gates of massy light,
While the city walls are sparkling
With meridian glory bright!
o how lovely
Are the dwellings of the Larub !
" Hosts angelic all adore Him,
Circling round His orient seat;
Elders cast their crowns before Him,
Fall and worship at His feet;
o how holy
And how reverend is Thy name!
" Hail, Thou Alpha and Omega!
First and Last of all alone!
He that is, and was, and shall be,
And beside whom there is none!
Take the glory,
Great eternal Three in One."
THE EDITOR.

IT is said of a Spanish ambassador that when he saw the famous
treasury of St. Mark in Venice, he fell to groping in the chest and
trunks. On being asked the reason, he said he was feeling whetheT
they had any bottom. "But in this," said he, "my king's treasure,
in the mines of Mexico and Peru, far exceed yours, for they have no
bottom, yours have." 0 Christian, the riches of Christ are boundless
and bottomless.- W. Mason.
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TENDER MERCY.
"Thou blessest the springing thereof." -Ps. lxv. 10.

process by which a grain of corn germinates in the earth is one
of the "deep things of God" in the natural kingdom. Man,
notwithstanding all his scientific searching, has not yet found the
principle of life with which the" only wise" Creator has endowed
"the least of all seeds." Jesus uses this fact to illustrate the
unsearchable and unknowable spiritual process by which the
kingdom of grace is propagated. "And He said, So is the kingdom
of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground, and should
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow, he
knoweth not how" (Mark iv. 26, 27). Man-whatever else he
knows-understands not the natural mystery of the earliest growth
of a seed in the soil of the earth. Who, then, dare attempt to
explain the divine operations of the Spirit when He implants in
the heart of a sinner a living grain of Scripture truth 1 The entire
process is of God. His it is to J!lake the right soil for the reception
of the seed. His also it is to select the particular seed-word best
adapted to bring glory to His Name. He is the Sower-the
Husbandman-who alone can sow in the right season, and, by
the sunshine ana' dews of the Spirit, nourish and cherish the tender
plant.
The new birth is one of the most marvellous of all the works,of
God in the universe. It is indeed a new creation-a resurrectionwhich nothing less potent than sovereign omnipotence can effect.
A saved sinner is an ~ternal monument to the praise of the glory of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. And it is the covenant
purpose of the Divine Three to people heaven with countless hosts
of such examples of salvation by free, invincible grace. Not one
soul among that vast multitude is, or ever will be, anything but a
brand plucked out of the fires of hell by the uninfluenced will and
good pleasure of Him who is infinitely just as well as " very pitiful
and of tender mercy." And that stupendous result-so far as
the experience of all those favoured recipients of salvation is concerned-had its spring and beginning in a day of very small things.
This divine fact is well calculated to humble the children of God,
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to mortify the natural pride of their hearts, and to silence for ever
the foolish boastings of man's pretended free-will. It is only such
as have experimentally been led captive by the Devil at his will
who can truly appreciate the sovereignty of the power which
effectually delivered them as "lawful prey" from the tyranny of
Satan, and translated them into the kingdom of spiritual liberty
and light. Souls thus saved entertain no disposition to divide
the glory of their salvation between themselves and Him "Who
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will." They
adoringly ascribe their election to eternal life, their redemption
by the precious blood of Christ their Covenant Surety, their
regeneration and call by the Holy Spirit, their free-grace justification before a holy God, and their title to the possession of an
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven-unto the discriminating,
everlasting love of Jehovah, and confess themselves to be "debtors
to mercy alone," for ever and ever. As one has said, "God pours
not the oil of His mercy save into a broken vessel." The case of
the broken-hearted- publican with his pathetic "God be merciful
to me the sinner" beautifully illustrates this truth. "The Lord
is very pitiful, and of tender mercy."
Lord, how tender is Thy mercy,
Free as tender, rich as free;
Pitying, pardoning chief of sinners,
Pitying, pardoning even me !
Mercy tender, Pity tearful,
Find their fount Divine in Thee ;
Flowing thence, they seek the thirsty,
Seeking, find that thirst in me.
'Twas Thy Mercy, 'twas Thy Pity,Ere creation, sin, or man,Moved Thee, true and faithful Kinsman,
To secure redemption's plan.
Then, when time had coursed the a,ges,
Mercy, Pity, sped to earth;
Cam'st Thou forth the Man of Sorrows,
For our Sorrows, 10, Thy birth!
Sweet Thy Mercy, deep Thy Pity,
Sweeter, deeper, day by day;
Deeper as life's shadows deepen,
Sweeter as earth's joys decay.
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Soon, oh ! soon, in Salem's city,
Midst the ransomed sinner-host,
I sball sing the Mercy TriuneFather, Son, and -Holy Ghost!
Human pity, even in a royal heart, is but a feeble reflection of
the compassion of the heart of God. It is related that, during
the first few days of the reign of Queen Victoria, then a girl between
nineteen and twenty years of age, some sentences of a court-martial
were presented for her sign-manual. One was death for military
desertion. A soldier was condemned to be shot, and his deathwarrant was presented to the Queen. She read it, paused, and
looked up at the officer who had laid it before her, "Have you
nothing to say in behalf of this man ~" "Nothing," said the
officer, "he has deserted three times." "Think again, my Lord,"
replied the youthful Sovereign. "And," said the gallant veteran,
as he afterwards related the incident to his friends (it was the great
Duke of Wellington), " seeing her Majesty so earnest about it, I said,
'He is certainly a bad soldier, but there was somebody who spoke
to his good character, and he may be a good man, for aught I know
to the contrary.''' "Oh, thank you a thousand times!" exclaimed her Majesty, and hastily writing "Pardoned" in large
letters on the fatal page, she sent it across the table with a hand
trembling with eagerness and beautiful emotion. Very touching
is this royal instance of delighting in mercy, yet what is it when we
remember that the mercy in which Jehovah delights (Micah vii. 18)
is exercised on behalf of a people who have no "good character
to plead for consideration and whose sinful rebellion against the
authority of their Creator admits of no palliation, excuse, or defence~
rhe'only moral way of esc~.pe for guilty sinners from the wrath to
come is the way of the cross of Christ, or, in other words, by the
substitution of "the Just One for the unjust" under curse of the
broken law of God, by His bearing their imputed iniquities, and
making full satisfaction for their disobedience.
"0 Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head!
Our load was laid on Thee;
Thou sufIered'st in the sinner's stead,
Didst bear all ill for me :
A victim led,
Thy blood was shed;
Now there's no load for me.
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" Death and the curse were in our cupo Christ, 'twas full for Thee!
But Thou hast drained the last dark drop'Tis empty now for me !
That bitter cupLove drank it up ;
Now blessing's draught for me!
" The Father lifted up His rodo Christ, it fell on Thee!
Thou wast sore stricken of Thy GodThere's not one stroke for me :
Thy tears, Thy blood,
Beneath it flowed;
Thy bruising healeth me.
" The tempest's awful voice was heardo Christ, it broke on Thee!
Thy open bosom was my wardIt braved the storm for me.
Thy form was scarred,
Thy visage marred ~
Now cloudless peace for me.
" The Holy One did hide His faceo Christ, 'twas hid from Thee!
Dumb darkness wrapped Thy soul·a spaceThe darkness due to me:
But now Thy face
Of radiant grace
Shines forth in light on me.
" For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee!
Thou'rt risen; my bonds are all untied ;
And now Thou liv'st in me.
When purified,
Made white, and tried,
Thy glory then for me! "

No mercy was forthcoming when Jesus took the place of His
ruined brethren on the cross; stern justice exacted the utmost mite
due by them-and it was lovingly, uncomplainingly, divinely paid!
Dear fellow believers, the Father "spared not His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all," and our adorable Saviour "gave
Himself" for us! All the mercy was reserved for us-a mercy
which had its sovereign fount in the purposes of the Triune Jehovah,
and which found the channel of its outflow in the blood of the
Lamb. Oh, how tender, too, is the application of this free mercy
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to its unworthy recipients! When God forgives, He does it with
infinite tenderness and consideration. There is no upbraiding, no
hardness in His manner. He blots out the blackness of sin, and
there is no more remembrance of it for ever. He forgives, in righteousness, and in righteousness He forgets. His way with the
brokenhearted and poor in spirit is that of a father who pities his
repentant children. "There is nothing but kindness in the glance
of His eye, and nothing but tenderness in the tone of His voice.
, Be of good cheer: thy sins are forgiven thee.' The sin is swept
away; it is cast behind His back, into the depths of the sea. He
says of a weeping woman, 'She has been forgiven much, and therefore she loveth much.' To another, 'Go in peace.' And when
Sau\ of Tarsus is persecuting the saints of Jesus, and the Lord
comes down to pardon him, He says, 'It is hard for thee: thou
persecutest Me; but it is hard for thee.''' And how truly rich is
He in mercy. If God were not" rich in mercy," we had long ago
exhausted it! "His mercy endureth for ever." A pious writer
has well observed on the abounding mercy of our God-" Mercy
is in the air which we breathe, the daily light which shines upon us,
the gracious rain of God's inheritance; it is the public spring for
all the thirsty, the common hospital for all the needy; all the
streets of the Church are paved with these stones; what would
become of the children if there were not these breasts of consolation ~
How should the Bride, the Lamb's Wife, be trimmed, if her Bridegroom did not deck her with these habiliments ~ How should
Eden appear like the garden of God, if it were not watered with
these waters 1 It is mercy that takes us from the birth, feeds us
in the days of our pilgrimage, furnishes us with spiritual provision,
closes our eyes in peace, and translates us to a secure resting-place.
It is the first petitioner's suit, and the first believer's article, the
contemplation of Enoch, the confidence of Abraham, the burden
of the prophetic songs, the plea of the penitent, the ecstasy of the
reconciled, the believer's hosannah, the angel's hallelujah. Ordinances, oracles, pulpits, the gates of the grave and the gates
of heaven, do all depend upon mercy. It is the load-star of the
wandering, the ransom of the captive, the antidote of the tempted,
the prophet of the living, and the effectual comfort of the dying;
there would not be one regenerate saint upon earth, nor one glorified
saint in heaven, if it were not for Divine mercy." Yet must we
take heed lest we prize our Gospel mercies above Him who
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procured them for us at the cost of His precious blood. We may
lessen our mercies by holding them too firmly, as the ball of snow
is melted by the warmth of the hand that holds it, or a rose is
spoilt by pressing it too firmly. On the other hand, there is danger
lest we, d'ebtors to mercy, forget the Lord's "benefits." The
Psalmist recognized this peril in his day, and in himself. "Bless
the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits," was the
warning he earnestly addressed to his inmost man. The memory
of the least of God's countless undeserved favours, in providence
and in grace, is a debt we ever owe to Him. How incalculably great,
then, is the obligation of praise and gratitude demanded of us when
we remember that His mercies are countless as the sands on the
sea-shore, and multitudinous as the stars in the heavens ~ " In
everything give thanks" is Gospel counsel. The favours of "the
Father of mercies" sometimes come to us in disguised forms. We
are not competent judges to determine the true character of some
of the Divine dealings. But a thankful spirit becomes the much
blessed children of God under all circumstances and in all con·
ditions. To flesh and blood this obligation is, of course, impossible.
But grace can enable the tried believer to sing songs of pilgrimage
by night as well as by day, and to bless his heavenly Father for the
bitter as well as for the sweet.
" What! give God thanks for everything,
Whatever may befallWhatever the dark clouds may bring ~
Yes, give God thanks for all ;
For safe He leads thee, hand in hand,
To thy blessed Fatherland.
"What! thank Him for the lonely way
He to me hath givenFor the path which day by day
Seems farther off from heaven ~
Yes, thank Him, for He holds thy hand,
And leads thee to thy Fatherland.
" Close, close He shields thee from a.ll harm;
And if the road be steep,
Thou knowest His everlasting arm
In safety doth thee keep,
Although thou canst not understand
The windings to thy Fatherland.
" What blessing, thinkest thou, will He
Who knows the good and ill,
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Keep back, if it be good for thee,
While climbing up the hill 1
Then trust Him, and keep fast His hand,
He leads thee to thy Fatherland."
Goodness and mercy alternate throughout the entire journey of
the Church of God in the wilderness. " Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life," is the well-warranted
testimony of faith. That goodness and mercy for which we bless
the Lord, we find in Himself. We find our all in Him Whom our
souls love. To follow Him day by day is to prove His faithfulness,
to taste His graciousness, and to hold sweet fellowship with His
heart. Can all dear readers of these lines unite in the joyful confession, " Lord, we follow Thee " 1
" Through good report and evil, Lord,
Still guided by Thy faithful Word,
Our staff, our buckler, and our sword,
We follow Thee!
" In silence of the lonely night,
In the full glow of day's clear light,
Through life's strange windings, dark or bright,
We follow Thee!

" Strengthened by Thee, we forward go,
'Mid smile or scoff of friend or foe;
Through pain or ease, through joy or woe,
We follow Thee!
"With enemies on every side,
We lean on Thee, the Crucified;
Forsaking all on earth beside,
We follow Thee!
" Great Master, point Thou out the way,
Nor suffer Thou our steps to stray;
Then in the path that leads to day,
We follow Thee!
" Thou hast passed on before our face,
Thy footsteps on the way we trace,
Oh, keep us, aid us by Thy grace,
.
We follow Thee!
"Whom have we in the heaven above,
Whom on this earth, save Thee, to love 1
Still in Thy light we onward move;
We follow Thee! "

Clifton.

J. O.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" He jell asleep." -ACTS vii. 60.
THREE short words, but embodying a stupendous circumstance! A
brief declaration of the most solemn event which, as the rise man
saith, "happeneth unto all," and yet one of the sweetest descriptions of what that solemn and very real article of death is to the believer.
The beloved 8tephen had suffered a violent death at the hands of his
cruel persecutors. The Hebrews resorted to stoning as one of their
modes of punishment; and it is generally allowed that this particular
penalty was inflicted upon those criminals condemned by the law to
death, without expressing the particular kind of death. But those
liable to death by such a means were generally considered idolaters,
blasphemers, or Sabbath-breakers. Stephen's crime which they
deemed worthy of death was nought but preaching the Gospel! And
as he spake his countenance was so transfigured that they thought they
looked upon the face of an angel! A mind at perfect peace with God,
amid all this rebel, hooting, murderous crowd; such is the peace of
God, which passeth all understanding!
Jesus was seen" standing on the right hand of God" by the dying
martyr. A posture that, denoting infinite care and concern for His dear
suffering saint, and Stephen knew it was for him that His Saviour was
watching and caring and permitting all this to happen, which should
prove but the convoy to eternal bliss. The suffering Saviour, the Man
of Sorrows, and that One acquainted with every grief, could and did feel
with infinite sympathy as having suffered the same.
" In every pang that rends the helilt,
The Man of Sorrows has a part."

Oh ! how apt we are to look at what man calls second causes! Thele
is really no such thing, since all events of our lives and every detailed
circumstance must come, and last, and end at the dictate of our
Covenant God, who is "The Great First Cause of all events, who
gives decrees and ne'er repents," and who makes all things come to pass
as He has fore-ordained to His glory and His people's ultimate good.
Hence-beloved child of sorrow-you, who may be mourning a bereaving Providence, inexplicable and unfathomable to nature in the dark
circumstances which enshroud the removal of your dear one hence,
oh! put no unbelieving "if" in the case; question not the wellordered Covenant arrangement of " all things," but trust your God in
His own time and way to make these now mysterious dealings clear
and plain, and silence you meanwhile to-" what thou knowest not now."
May faIth rest upon that perfect wisdom, perfect love which is capable
of no mistake. No accident, no after-thought. I believe this precious
account of His beloved servant Stephen's home-going through a violent
death is detailed for us under Divine inspiration that we, under suffering,
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bereaving Providence, may have comfort and remember our Father is
at the helm, and every little bark is safely guided into the haven of rest
by His almighty hand. What a variety of circumstances has proved to
be the vessel for His dear children's crossing the dark waters of Jordan!
From the peaceful dismissal from a sick bed, to the distressingly
sudden and rough" in a moment," in the midst of life and activity.
To some, cut off in a brief space of time, even "in the midst of
life"; to another a protracted lingering of disease and suffering.
A little child here, and an aged saint there, gathered to the bosom
of the Good Shepherd. But all our times are In His hand, and all
events subject to His control, and, thank God! no mistake nor
contingency with Him! Oh! may faith grasp this, and wait in
silence for that great day of disclosures, when in His Light we
shall see light.
" He fell asleep." "Them that sleep in Jesus," writes the Apostle
Paul. What a beautiful rendering that of the Wycliffe, Cranmer, and
Rheims version of this text, "Them also which are laid to sleep by
Jesus," showing the infinite care and the close association of Jesus at
that stupendously great and solemn moment, when all else gives way,
and the dying saint's eyes are closed in death, and the lips speechless,
and the heart ceasing its fluttering. Jesus gives His beloved one sleep.
He lays him t<> sleep on His eternal bosom, and He conveys that
redeemed, emancipated soul straight to glory, there to demand the
merits of His blood. "Father, I will " that this, another of My bloodbought sheep, "be with Me where I am."
Beloved, let us " comfort one another with these words." Many of
our beloved correspondents and Gospel Magazine readers have, by their
removal during the past year, greatly impoverished the ranks of the
Church militant. How many who have sojourned with us below are
now for ever past this vale of tears. One remembers with gratitude
how the Lord taught us to love one another, and how their precious
testimony to the grace in them drew us with those cords of everlasting
love to speak or write often one to another of Him, the glorious theme
of our souls' salvation. Dear Mrs. Dawson-Day, a quiet humble
follower of the Lord Jesus, and such a ready helper of His cause. The
late Miss Brown of Bath, so distinguished for her evidential love to her
Lord and His service. The removal of that veritable Enoch in dear
Mr. James Wright of Ashley Down Orphanages, and of that sweet
singer in Israel, Mrs. Stares, or as she was better known, " Aunt Lucy."
Those beloved aged sain , whose pathway was as "shining light,"
Mrs. iountcastle, Mrs. Sargent, Miss Luscombe-the last named a
loving and devoted supporter of the inimitable Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society, which has sustained further great losses this year by the
removal by death of Messrs. Sharp, Parks, and Collingridge. Others'
names, such as Miss Parke of Dundalk, a devoted reader for many
years of the Magazine, and the beloved Mr. Daniels, who in the
sovereign grace of God was" called by telegraph," might be mentioned,
and yet leave many unmentioned whose names will be recalled by the
readers. We miss and mourn them, and yet we bless the grace of
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Christ who has gathered them to Himself, where they have for ever
done with sin, suffering, and death.
How our hearts love to linger over memory's page, and think of them
and their lives adorning the doctrine of God their Saviour, and testifying to the worth and work of His grace so magnified in them! But
they are" fallen asleep" and have been gathered to their fathers, and
we know them here no more for ever. Their precious redeemed
dust rests and awaits the glorious resurrection, and we sorrow not as
those without hope, knowing them that are laid to sleep by Jesus will
God bring with Him.
It was the writer's privilege recently to visit Bournemouth Cemetery
for the- purpose of looking upon the last earthly resting-place of an
uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Josiah Cowell. The necessity of enquiring for directions to that grave was with grateful results; for a ready and
willing response from the kind gatekeeper of "God's acre," who, among
that vast number of graves, without hesit-ation recognized the names
enquired for, and at once volunteered to guide me there, remarking
upon the many sweet conversations those aged saints had had with him, .
and subsequent bewraying speech, led the writer to bless God inwardly
that this man was also one of His disciples; whilst it was sweet to
think upon that aged couple ofttimes resorting there to preach the
Living One among the dead, and how their testimony to exalt a
precious Christ had not been in vain. It was doubly touching on our
reaching the plain stone to find against the name of this beloved
brother of " G. C.," the same inscripti9n of Kent's, " A monument of
Grace," as is on our own beloved father's!
It was sweet comfort to reflect how they were" not here," but risen
and seated with Christ in the heavenly places, and their redeemed dust
was awaiting the resurrection call, amongst the "some" that "are
fallen asleep." "He tell asleep." A weary head just reclining on
the bosom of his Lord! A torn, bruised body laid to rest by Jesus, Who
suffered as none other can ever suffer. A whispered" Come, ye blessed,"
above all the din and hoot of infuriated mob, and vile calumny and
cruel breathings heaped upon that innocent head! He fell asleep !
What greater contrast can we have than these words and this scene!
What could be more gently expressed, more sweet, and more in keeping
with a weary soul, a redeemed child, tenderly, lovingly removed hither
from this scene of distraction ~
" Asleep in Jesus I blessed sleep
From which none ever wakes to weep;
• A ca,lm and undisturbed repose,
Unbroken by the last of foeE.
" Asleep in Jesus! Oh ! how sweet
To be for such a slumber meet;
With holy confidence to sing
That death has lost its venomed sting."

You notice how in verse 55 Stephen is described as "being full of
the Holy Ghost." He had spoken words to their shame, so that" when
they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed
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on him with their teeth." That is what faithful testimony did and
does! But Stephen was unmoved. Notice the words "But he" (a.
living and lively contrast to them) "being full of the Holy Ghost,
looked up steadfastly unto heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing on the right hand of God."
Oh how vile, how mean, how utterly unfair are this world's dealings.
A concourse of people, let loose as it were as wild beasts upon one poor
helpless victim. It reminds one of the thousands who were to follow
up and track poor David, who was hunted as a partridge upon the
mountains and a fugitive into the very'caves of the earth. But" Thou
couldst have no power at all against Me except it were given thee
from above," spake Jesus, after they had taken Him with swords and
staves!
Then mark again the last words of this dear man of God, ere "he
fell asleep." A prayer for his murderers! "Lord, lay not this sin
to their charge." What a Christ-like spirit is here! You remember
Jesus cried, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do."
Here his beloved servant is praying forgiveness for his enemies likewise. That prayer was registered in heaven, heard and answered; and
Saul in due time, who had persecuted and consented unto his death,
was forgiven and called to preach the very Gospel he had before
blasphemed. But Paul never forgave himself. He carried that scar
with him to the grave, and would ever glory in the grace that conquered
his rebel spirit. "But I was consenting unto his death."
But his Lord does not deal thus with His saved servants. It has
pleased Him by Divine Inspiration once to record their sins and failures,
and then no more to refer to them, since their sins are for ever cast
behind His back and are to be no more recorded against them, for He
declares He will" remember them no more." Oh! what comfort must
this have brought Hifl dear servant, when taught the heinousness of
sin! To think that he, this" young man Saul," was an instigator of
the beloved Stephen's martyrdom. "A man full of faith and of the
Holy Ghost," and whose sin worthy of death according to these
infuriated enemies, was that he preached Jesus and the resurrection!
And because" They were not able to resist the wisdom and the Rpirit
by which he spake," they" suborned men which said, We have heard
him speak blasphemous words against Moses and against God. And
they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came
upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council." Opportunity was thus divinely afforded God's beloved servant once again to
testify to "the God of Glory" and His rich salvation in "the coming
of the Just One, of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers," ere he, sealing his faithful testimtmy with his blood, "fell asleep."
The Holy Ghost has been very emphatic upon this word" sleep" concerning the believer's home-going. What a true and sweet description it
is of the tired body-asleep in Jesus! "Our friend Lazarus sleepeth,"
said Jesus to the Jews, who thought that He meant Lazarus ",as taking
rest in sleep, until He had more plainly to assist their ignorance,
" Lazarus is dead."
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" Some are fallen asleep," writes the Apostle Paul, when alluding to
those witnesses of the great fundamental truth of the Bible, the resur·
rection. Again, he speaks of some as " They which are fallen asleep
in Christ," and twice again in tha.t gloriously comforting chapter
concerning the victory over death (1 Thess. iv. 13 and 15), "them
which are asleep." Oh! how full of sweet comfort are these words.
A weary head reclining on the bosom of the One who ever liveth! A
putting off just the outer garment of the flesh, to be clothed upon with
immortality's glorious robe. A laying down for ever the burden of
sinful flesh to arise in His perfect image! Oh!., Why should we mourn departed friends,
Or shake at death's alarms?
'Tis but the voice of Jesus sends
To call them to His arms-

*

•

•, The graves of all His saints He blessed,
And softened every bed ;
Where should the dying members rest
But with their dying Head?
.. Thence He arose, ascending high,
And showed our feet the way;
Up to the Lord our flesh !!hall fly,
At the great rising day."

Beloved, may we seek to " comfort one another with these words."
And see how in that most solemn hour, when nature pays the penalty
of sin-and when He sends death to kill sin-may we each realize
within, to our heart's comfort and joy, that whilst" our earthly house
of this tabernacle be dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens," and thus in confident hope
of a glorious resurrection unto eternal life may we sweetly, gently,
peacefully fall asleep in Jesu,s ! to awake to that
.. Bliilsful dawn of hea.venly day,
When sin shall cea.se and death sha.ll die ;
When Christ His glory shall display,
And beam upon my ravished eye."

R.

IF there be faith in Christ, there must be love to Christ; one cannot
exist without the other. And if there be love to Him that begat, there
must be love to those that are begotten of Him. If, then, we have
seen Christ by the eye of faith, and that sight has drawn forth the
affections of our heart towards Him, we must love His image wherever
seen; and love, pure love, must needs flow forth out of our hea-rt
towards that image, however outward circumstances may differ, or
whatever there may be unpleasing or uncomely to the natural eye.
We love Christ, though we see Him beneath a beggar's rags. The
features of Christ are ever lovely to those who know Christ-and we
cannot but love them, wherever we see them visibly manifested in the
heart and life of those who are his.-J. C. Philpot.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 •.•
(JOB xxix.)

"MOREOVER Job continued his parable and said: Oh, that it were
with me as in months past, as in the days when God preserved me:
when His candle shined upon my head, and when by His light I walked
through darkness." Job's sorrowful lament has been the experience
of believers in all ages since. "Oh that I had wings like a dove, for
then would I flee away and be at rest," is the utterance of David, and
Cowper embodied the same thought in the verses ;.. Where is the blessedness I knew
When first I saw the Lord?
Where is the soul·refreshing view
Of Jesus a.nd His Word ?
" What peaceful hours I once enjoyed!
How sweet their memory still !
But they have left an aching void
The world can never fill."

/

When we lose the sense of God's preserving care; when we imagine
His candle doth no longer shine upon our head, because by its light
we no longer can walk through the darkness that envelops us, because
for the time He withholds those earthly comforts and joys that He
had so bountifully bestowed upon us, and instead of this He suffers the
enemy of souls to rob us of our peace; friends to turn against us and
misunderstand us, and with Jacob, we are ready to say, " All these
things are against me "; yet we know that our God changeth not, but
is everlastingly pursuing " the good of His chosen"; even though to
our finite judgment the tangled skein of our life cannot be set straight.
" As I was in the days of my youth when the secret of God was upon
my tabernacle; when the Almighty was yet with me, when my children
were about me." Happy are those who can look back to the days of
youth, when God revealed His secret to them-" The secret of the Lord
is with them that fear Him, and He will show them His covenant"treated them as Hi" friends to whom secrets are imparted (John xv. 15).
" Blessed art thou (Job, as well as any other to whom it can be said),
Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee,
but My Father which is in heaven" (Matt. xvi. 17). Though the
patriarch had now lost the sensible presence of the Almighty with
him, and his children were no longer about him, therefore, he concluded,
as we all are prone to do, when bereaving providences overtake us,
that he was forsaken, and no longer had His approving smile and His
favour which he esteemed better than life.
"When I washed my steps with butter, and the rock poured me out
rivers of oil." "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way 1 "
How did young Job wash his steps with butter? "By taking heed
thereunto according to Thy' Word." The very richness, the cream of
the Word telling of pardon and full forgiveness through the atoning
26
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blood applied to his daily walk, rendered him" clean from all his sins
before the Lord," and the smitten Rock of Ages poured him out not
only water for his thirst but also rivers of oil, the unction of the Spirit.
As we trace this book of Job, verse by verse, we see how all the children
of God, whether taught by type, parable, or Gospel," have been all made
to drink into one Spirit." Happy are we if we can take up this
language, and say, "I washed my steps with butter, and the Rock poured
me out rivers of oil; the marrow and fatness of the Word of life
testified, that confessing my sin the blood of Christ cleanseth me from
all sin, and the Lord, my Rock, smitten on the cross and exalted to the
right hand of God, had shed on me abundantly and copiously rivers of
oil, the Holy Spirit as the oil of gladness, a continual stream flowing on
to eternal day!" How far exceeding Job's estimate ofthe fulness of the
Spirit, to many of our contracted views of the measure in which the
Holy Ghost is poured upon us! "Ye have an unction from the Holy
One." "But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in
you, and ye need not that any man teach you, but as the same anointing
teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it
hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him." Let us " speak to the Rock,"
and it shall pour us out" rivers of oil."
" When I went out to)he gate through the city, when I prepared my
seat in the street! The young men saW me and hid themselves, and
the aged arose and stood up. The princes refrained talking and laid
their hand on their mouth. The nobles held their peace, and their
tongue cleaved to the roof of their mouth." This is a true testimony
of the respect in which Job was held at the hour of his prosperity!
And we catch a glimpse of the Master in His servant, and delight to
"consider Him" Who received such homage and honour from all
classes in Judea on account of His wisdom, might, and goodness. The
children cried Hosanna, the aged sought to hear His teaching.
Nicodemus, a prince of Israel, member of the Sanhedrin, sought His
counsel, and many rulers besought His healing power, confessing themselves unworthy to be honoured with a visit. If Job was worthy of
honour, how much more" Worthy is the Lamb! "
" When the ear heard me, then'it blessed me; and when the eye saw
me, it gave witness to me, because I delivered the poor that cried, and
the fatherless, and him that had none to help him." These proofs of
Job's kindness of heart and ready help for the poor and needy, are
evidence of his union with the Source of all goodness, spray from the
Fountain of love, and streams from the ocean-fulness of divine benevolence; they testify that Job was conformed in measure to the image of
the invisible God. The Son is the perfect image of the Father; how
much more true of Him, " When the ear heard Me then it blessed Me,
when the eye saw Me, it gave witness to Me." "This poor man cried,
and the Lord heard him, and delivered him out of all his troubles."
" Thou art the helper of the fatherless."
" The blessing of him that was ready to perish came upon me, and I
caused the widow's heart to sing for joy." Let us seek to imitate the
patriarch in gracious dispositions towards those who are ready to
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perish naturally and spiritually; and by our help in time of need cause
the widow's heart to sing for joy! If the blessing came upon Job, how
great will be the resounding chorus from the great multitude whom no
man can number, like the sound of many waters, who bless Him; for
they were ready to perish when He interposed, bore their sins, and
endured the wrath of God due to their transgressions and made their
hearts to sing for joy-His Own joy. "These things have I spoken
unto you that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might
be full." "God my exceeding joy." "Leaving an example that we
should follow His steps." If all His good deeds are put to our account
and reckoned ours as if we did them, we cannot be His disciples unless
we aim at imitating Him.
" I put on righteousness and it clothed me; my judgment was as a
robe and diadem." That which we" put on," we are arrayed in, is not of
ourselves, but it covers us, as the coats of skins, that which belonged to
the slain sacrifice, covered the nakedness of Adam and Eve; as "the
goodly raiment " of the elder brother enabled Jacob to obtain the
blessing of the firstborn! He must have "put off" his own, which
were virtually" filthy rags," to " put on" not the raiment only, but
the sh.'ins of the kids of the goats, implying atonement and substitution,
so that his father" discerned him not," but" smelled the smell of his
taiment and blessed him." Perhaps there is no more beautiful
allegorical teaching in the Old Testament than this delineation of the
way in which a sinner obtains the blessing of the Firstborn Son! The
self-same Spirit that guides us into all truth must have taught Job,
for he testifies, "I put on righteousness and it clothed me "-if he
esteemed his own self-righteousness, and was going about to establish
it, he would not have submitted to the righteousness of God and" put
on " it! But clothed in it, the searching eye of J ehovah can detect no
blemish, or discern any fault in it. Thus enveloped, nothing of the patriarch would be seen, and this is the only way in which a sinner can be
justified, whether he belong to the days before the coming of Christ or
under the Gospel dispensation, and it is convincing to find Job knew so
clearly this way, but this dependence on the righteousness provided in
the Surety of the new covenant prompted him to holy living -" my
judgment," my just dealing. "The spirit of wisdom and prudence
enabling to know and discern right from wrong and good from evil"
(Cruden), was to him a robe and diadem, an ornament to his person
seen by other men as adorning his character in the various relations
'of life. As Job's doctrine was pure, his life was consistent. Oh for
grace to " put on righteousness." "Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ,"
then:
" 'Tis He. instead of me, is seen
When I approa.ch to God,"

and the Father blesses me with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus,
and adorns me with lovely graces of the Spirit. "He will beautify
the meek with salvation."
" I was eyes to the blind; feet was I to the lame. I was a father
to the poor, and the cause which I knew not I searched out." "Blessed
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are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." It needs, yea, requires,
self-abnegation, a self-sacrificing spirit, to be eyes to the blind; how
many an hour of weariness must be spent in thus making up the
deficiency of sight; in reading to the blind, writing for them, and
doing much they cannot do for themselves. Even the lame want
constant attention. Let us seek the Spirit of Christ. "Let this
milid be in you which was also in Christ Jesus." Pre-eminently of
f!:im it could be said, "I was eyes to the blind," for He opened the
eyes of the blind, and He still does it, turning them from darkness to
light and guiding their feet into the way of peace; neither is there
any cause, however intricate, that is placed in His hands as Advocate,
that He will not bring to a successful issue!
" And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the spoil out of
his teeth." It seems like the work of a Samson or David. "Behold a
Greater" than they, who only could break the jaws of the Wicked One
and pluck the spoil out of his teeth-" through death destroyed him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil, and delivered them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
Great Conqueror of death, how didst Thou bruise the serpent's head,
and pluck Thy sheep, the flock which Thou purchasest, out of his teeth!
Thus we catch a glimpse of Thee in Job's testimony of his exploits.
" Then I said, I shall die in my nest; I shall multiply my days as
the sand." David made the same mistake. "In my prosperity I said,
I shall never be moved. Lord, by Thy favour Thou hast made my
mountain to stand strong." With the very same result: "Thou didst
hide Thy face, and I was troubled." Nevertheless" my nest" must
be stirred as an eagle's, if the young ones are to be taught to soar, and
the new nature in the believer is not to settle in the nest of earthly
things, and the days of enjoyment in tbis world's pleasures are not
to be multiplied as the sand.
" My root was spread out by the waters, and the dew lay all night
upon my branch." Job was well" rooted and grounded in love," the
love of God manifested in his salvation, and derived all his vigour and
nourishment from the river of the water of life, spreading out his
slender fibres to take in what was essential to his growth. How significant are the words of the Psalmist: "I stretch forth my hands
unto Thee; my soul thirsteth after Thee as a thirsty land." It is
the same action in the heart, seeking its necessary supplies of grace
from God, as the root of a tree, spreading out to reach the waters; and
carrying out the figure, Job describes his condition of soul, as a tree
moistened with dew all night upon its brancbes, so the Holy Spirit's
softening influence as the dew of the Lord kept him from being parched
with the heat of temptation, or the darkness of this world's influences.
The nether springs of divine sustenance and the dew of the Spirit kept
" his leaf green" according to the promise. "Blessed is the man that
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a
tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river,
and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and
shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from
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yielding fruit" (Jer. xvii. 7,8). Such was the patriarch-blessed man!
Lord, grant us this favour: the dew of the Spirit's refreshing influences
all the night of sorrow, affliction and perplexity, when it is so dark
" we see not our signs," when we even know not what to pray for as we
ought, then let the gentle dew soften our branch. "Work in us that
which is well pleasing in Thy sight," bestow upon us more faith-" But
without faith it is impossible to please Him"-and let us never conclude
in the darkness of midnight that we are left without "dew"!
Does not the Gift include" That He may abide with vou for ever " ~
(John xiv. 16).
.
"My glory was fresh in me, and my bow was renewed in my hand."
It cannot be that Job alludes to his physical strength, for that is often
the glory of manhood, in contrast to the enervating disease with which his
frame was now wasted; for there is certainly a glory in muscular health
and vigour, to shoot arrows from his bow and renew them in his hand
without cessation or fatigue by natural powers. Spiritually God was
his glory-" My glory and the lifter up of my head"- and like Joseph
" his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong
by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob." Whether naturally
or spiritually, Job derived all his glory or strength from his Almighty
God, apart from whom he was nothing and could do nothing. Probably the freshness of his glory pointed to the new birth in him, always
fresh and" anointed with fresh oiL"
"tUnto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept silence at my counsel.
After my words they spake not again, and my speech dropped upon
them." God had bestowed on him" excellent speech" and wisdom
in the affairs of this life, so that many gave ear to his counsel, waited
for it, and kept silence, and after his judgment no other men ventured
to express their opinion, but his speech dropped upon them as seed
into ground prepared to receive it. This is a vivid type of how we
ought to receive the words of Christ, give ear and wait for their
fulfilment. "Keep silence before me, 0 islands" (islands are surrounded by stormy billows), for "He is wonderful in counsel and
excellent in worbng." "My doctrine shall drop as the rain; my
speech shall distil as the dew." If to Job men gave ear, how much
worthier is Job's Redeemer!
" And they waited for me as for the rain; and they opened their
mouth wide as for the latter rain." This should be our attitude
towards Him who spake as never man spake, Who commands us to
" Open thy mouth, and I will fill it."
"If I laughed on them they believed it not, and the light of my
countenance they cast not down. I chose out their way, and sat chief,
and dwelt as a king in the army, as one that comforteth the mourners."
Thus was the patriarch, in various relations of life, looked up to by his
neighbours, as director of their way, as chief in their deliberations,
dwelling as a king in the army, but not as a tyrant, but as a comforter
of all that mourn. "Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy countenance
upon us." Choose Thou our way for us, Thou" Chiefest among ten
thousand and altogether lovely." Reign over us as our king, and make
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us valiant soldiers, and specially comfort all who mourn, "give them
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness." So shall we see a faint type of Thy excellence
in these details of Job in the day of prosperity.
MARY.

THE HOLY GHOST-GOD.

THAT the Holy Ghost is truly and essentially God appears from the
Scriptures, which ascribe divine attributes and perfections to Him;
such as eternity. Through the eternal Spirit He " offered Himself to
God" (Heb. ix. 14). Omniscience also-" The Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God: for what man knoweth the things
of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him ~ even so the things
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God" (l.Cor. ii. 10, 11).
Omnipotence is ascribed to him. " The Holy Ghost shall come upon·
thee, and the power of the highest shall overshadow thee" (Luke i. 35).
He is called" the Spirit of counsel and might" (Isaiah xi. 2), and" the
Spirit of power and of a sound mind" (2 Tim. i. 7). How can He be
called the Sprit of power, the Spirit of might, and the Power of the
highest, if he be not the Almighty God ~ Nothing can be the power
of the Highest but Omnipotence itself; and whatever is omnipotent
-1S God.
. Omnipresence.-" Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit 1 or whither
shall I flee from Thy presence ~ If I ascend up into heaven thou art
there; if I make my bed in hell, behold Thou art there. If I take the
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold me "
(Ps. cxxxix. 7-10).
Here is the Holy Spirit, and His presence, and His hand, in all places;
therefore He must be omnipresent, and immensity itself, seeing there
is no going from Him, either in heaven or in earth, in the sea, or in
hell.
Holiness also.-He is " declared to be the Son of God with power,
according to the Spirit of Holiness, by the resurrection from the dead"
(Romans i. 4). If He be the Spirit of Holiness, He must have holiness
in Himself, as He has; and He is the author of holine8s in all the saints,
for they are sanctified by the Holy Ghost, Who dwells in them. Know
ye not that your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost ~ " Ye are
the temple of the living God: as God hath said, I will dwell in them
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people"
(2 Cor. vi. 16). He is called the Spirit of truth, and truth itself, Who
leads the saints into all truth. The Spirit of wisdom also; and, if
He be the Spirit of truth, and truth itself, then He must be divine verity
and divine wisdom, or He cannot be the Spirit of truth and wisdom.
All these things, properly considered, are sufficient to prove that the
Holy Ghost is a Person, a Divine Person, and therefore truly and
properly God.-W. Huntington, S.S.
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SOME OF THE LAST DAYS OF THE REV. J. N; DAVIDSON,
M.A.
(Ooncluded from page 358.)

AGAIN, when allusion was made to his departure, and the joy it would
be to him, he said, "Yes! but you must remember that it is a very
solemn thing to die, and appear before the presence of the great God."
Another time he said, " Do you know that Dr. B. said I might be gone
in five or six days? and if so don't you think I have much to do, to look
well how I have been building on the foundation, to find out what has
been wrong, what has been shaky, and to get it repaired and set right ~
I have many hard struggles, many hard battles to fight, many enemies
to overcome, many victories to win. I must give diligence to make my
calling and election sure." On another occasion he said, " Do beseech
the Lord that this inteJival of sickness before my decease may be made
very profitable to my soul."
Let it not be thought from these foregoing expressions that this
servant of the Lord was looking into himselHor any ground of acceptance
before God; this indeed would have been contrary to the whole course
of his teaching, but rather in self-abasement he was ready to say, with
St. Paul, " I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one
that beateth the air; but I keep under my body, and bring it into
subjection, lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I
myself should be a castaway; " or with David, " Search me, 0 God, and
know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts, and see if there be any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." He would say
to those about him, " May the Lord Jesus guide you, and bless you, and
teach you, and keep you, and sanctify, and fi,ll you with His spirit," and
once added, " The subject is so great and so wonderful, I can think of
nothing else, a sinner filled with the spirit and with the very thoughts of
Jesus! "
Sometimes he 1V0uld take a little black-currant vinegar, and more
than once when drinking it he asked, "Do you remember who drank
vinegar?" Ans wer, " J ~SUB ;" " Yes," he said, but some one before
that: Ruth; she drank vinegar after work; I drink vinegar before
work, for I cannot work now, my work is done."
At another time his mind seemed to have been engaged with thoughts
of the aged Simeon taking the infant Saviour in his arms, for he said,
" Oh! what a; little thing Simeon held in his arms, but what a great
salvation was wrought by that same Jesus!! And so sometimes what
great things may be done by one little word spoken by some child of God.
Ah ! greater things than ever the great Duke of Wellington did! "
At an early part of his illness E. L. and A. B. were permitted to see him
for a short time together. He spoke to them in a most solemn manner,
exhorting them to hold on their way, not to turn aside to the right hand
or to the left, and repeated to them PhiI. iii. 12-14: "Not as though
I had already attained, either were already perfect; but I follow after,
if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ
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Jesus. I count not myself to have apprehended; but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those
things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus." He begged them to follow St. Paul's
example, and strive to do likewise, and spoke to them of the probability
of his being very soon taken away. E. L. was much overcome, and he,
seeing her tears, with his usual gentleness and tenderness of manner,
tried to console her, and wiped her eyes with his own pocket-handkerchief. A. B. said, '" God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.'
Does He not do this with His precious promises ~" He answered in
such a bright way, " Oh yes! and those are pocket-handkerchiefs which
never wear out and never need washing! "
At another time, when he was extremely suffering, A. B. repeated to
him, " God is OUI' refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble."
He replied, " All joy to me, all joy, no trouble! hers is the trouble,"
tUI'ning his eyes to his beloved wife. When A. ]3. took leave of him, he
said, with great difficulty, while gasping for breath, "Put ye on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh to fulfil the lusts
thereof."
As has been said before, he was constantly in prayer for others while
he was lying on his bed, and such petitions and communings as the
following were heard, repeated again and again: "Q Lord, have mercy
upon poor sinners, have mercy upon this guilty nation, have mercy upon
Thy ministers, make them more faithful. Bless Thy poor and needy
people; how can they prosper if the blessing of the Lord be not upon
them ~ How can the blessing of the Lord be on those who go on in sin ~
, 0 Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of Me, but they do often tUI'n aside
and do amiss, yet Thou will never reproach them for it.' "
Once, when lamenting the inconsistency of professing Christians, he
was moved to tears, and said, referring to Matt. v. 3-6: "Where are the
poor in Spirit ~ Where are they that mourn ~ Where are the meek ~
Where are they that do hunger and thirst after righteousness ~" One
day, when asked by Mrs. C. how he was, he replied, "I do think I am a
little stronger to-day, but it is not bodily strength; I have been able to
creep a little closer to Jesus, and that has strengthened me." Another
time she said to him, "Have you been lonely ~" "Oh, no," he answered,
"I have been well entertained! "
After giving him an account of some large meetings she had attended,
he remarked, " What a mercy to be saved from the excitements of life."
On another occasion she repeated t.o him, "Fear not, thou worm, Jacob,
I will help thee." He said, '" Fear not, thou worm' -that is I-I am
like the poor beggar that was laid at the gate, full of sores." This last
sentence he said in reference to a large wound on his foot, caused by
the discharge from an immense blister which had risen (proceeding from
the dropsy). When Dr. B. first saw this wound he said, "that mortification might be expected to set in, in about a week's time, and then
after that, he could not last many days;" but God's thoughts were not
man's thoughts; the wound, instead of mortifying, healed, and he was
suffered to live for some weeks longer. Dr. B. on seeing this change
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said to him, "I see before me a disappointed man." Yet, though he was
disappointed at being kept longer in the body of sin and death (for his
soul sore longed after his Father's house), no kind of murmur
escaped his lips. He was quite ready to abide in the flesh as long as the
Lord saw fit, so that Christ were magnified in him. He often remarked
that" this sickness and suffering were only what he had been long
expecting in answer to prayer," and once he said to a friend, "It ?ecomes me to consider how far it is right to mitigate the sufferings whiCh
Jesus has appointed for me, when He has said I am to be an example to
the believers, if Jesus calls me to have fellowship in His sufferings; then
see what Paul says in Phil. iii. 10: 'That I may lmow Him, and the
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, if by any
means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.' Whatever
those means be, they might well be welcomed to come to such an eJ:.ld,
namely"to have fellowship with Christ in His sufferings. Shall I WlS~
then to lessen them by any means ~ To mitigate them ~ 0 no, I would
much rather say, 'Lord increase them, lay them on, Lord, sharper,
severer, heavier, stronger, multiply them, Lord.' Don't you think that
these things which we have been talking about would be foolishness to
the world ~ They could not understand or know anything about them."
The following texts were repeated and remarks made at various
times to those about him; sometimes when tabng leave of them at
night: Heb. xii. 1,2, "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and the
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of
God"; and Psalm lxxxiv. 11, "The Lord God is a sun and shield:
the Lord will give grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold
from them that walk uprightly." "The Lord bless you, and be with
you, and renew your strength according to His promise. They that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength." He scarcely ever
simply said, "Good-night" to those who lovingly ministered to him,
but would add words of blessing, such as the following: "The Lord
Jesus give you a very good night and strengthen you for all His holy
will." "The Lord bless you according to His promise in Num. vi. ,24,
25, 2·3;" "The Lord Jesus HilllSelf draw near to you, and bless you,
and commune with you, and make Himself more precious to you than
all things you can desire." After mentioning to a friend that he had
been spending the sleepless hours of the night in prayer and supplication
for the people of God, he said, "Do you spend much time in making
prayers and supplications for the saints ~" He often repeated the
words, "Live by faith;" and turning to Mrs. D. said, "You know
I have ofteIl' told you this before; seek then to be weaned from all
natural things; what will they do for me now ~" Again he said,
',' Feed on Him in thy heart by faith," and "I have such thoughts
about the Lord Jesus as I never had before, but I am too weak to tell
you about them." "What is that which shall endure, when all things
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besides are passing away ~ The Word of the Lord,. then is that not
far more excellent and glorious than all that your eyes can behold, or
your hearts can desire ~" "The subjects that occupy and fill my
mind are so weighty and so important that all things else seem but as
that (a snap of the finger) and as dung and dross." "To meditate on
the Scriptures is the very best way to deal with them." "The Lord
has so helped me to receive and apprehend His truth, that if in the
prospect of death and judgment I am attacked by the enemy, or
tempted to unbelief or to doubt, my only course must be to hold fast
what I have received, and you must take the same course: so receive
the truth now, as to be prepared for the end." Often he repeated
the text, "When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of
the Lord shall lift up a standard against him," or, " put him to flight"
(margin). When a remark was made to him once about the great
distress caused by his hard breathing, he said, "Hide not Thine ear
at my breathing, at my cry. Thou drewest near in the day that I called
upon Thee: Thou saidst, Fear not" (Lam. iii. 56, 57). One time
(it was in the night), when he quite thought the time of his departure
had come, he said afterwards that the Lord had brought these words
to his mind, " Thou art near, 0 Lord"; "but," he added, "it is not
enough at such times to have the Word of God in the mind ; there must
be the apprehension of Christ Himself coming to receive me, as when
Stephen saw the Lord Jesus standing ready to receive him he said,
" Lord Jesus, receive my spirit;" and Jesus has said, "I will come again
and receive you unto myself." 1 Cor. xv. 56, 57 being repeated to
him, he said, " Yes, it is said, ' Now once in the end of the world hath
he appeared to put away sin,' that is, all sorts of sins, the blackest,
the vilest, the greatest; well may it be said, ' Sing, 0 ye heavens, for
the Lord hath done it ! ,,, "God's Word is given us to believe; if you
are not taught of the Lord, my teaching will avail nothing." "If you
do not always find God's Word a help to you in time of trouble, what
will you do ~ Will you cast it away ~" At one time he requested
that Numbers xiii. 21 should be read to him, "He hath not beheld
iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel"; and
Rom. v. 21, last clause, "Even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord," and then said, " Mark
every word, Grace, reign, through righteousness, etc., etc. Though the
believer is by nature vile and black, yet God says, He sees it not.
Why ~ How is it God does not see perverseness in Jacob, or iniquity
in Jacob ~ Because He sees what he is by grace, He sees Him complete
in Christ." More than once he mentioned that this thought had been
much in his mind, namely, "that from the beginning to the end of
the Bible, we see God's dealings with regard to those to whom He has
respect, and those to whom He has not respect, and that these run
parallel to and are consistent with each other." It was remarked to
him on one occasion, "He giveth us richly all things to enjoy"; he
replied, " Yes, and if He take away the power to enjoy the food for
the body, it is to prove that man doth not live by bread alone, but
by every Word of God." Several other remarks were made at various
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times such as the following, " Put all the weight of the great Jehovah
into one scale and all creatures into the other, and what comparison
is there? None." "The only course for Christ's disciples to take is,
not to look at themselves, their circumstances, or their sins, but to
trust in the Lord, and believe His Word." ", In the hand of the Lord
there is a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of mixture; and He
poureth out of the same; but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the
earth shall wring them out, and drink them.' Why do not Christ's
people drink the dregs? they are in themselves wicked, wretched,
and ungodly. Because Christ drank the cup for them. The cup did
pass from Him after He had drunk all that the Father had appointed."
" The Lord Jesus only can feed His people, yet He uses His ministers,
they are like the golden pipes that convey the golden oil to His people."
"In order to feed on Christ and His Word it requires the entire
separation of the mind from all besides."
"How excellent and weighty is the subject in Exod. xxviii. 36, ' And
thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the
engravings of a signet, Holiness to the Lord.' Why did Aaron wear
the mitre? See the last clause of v. 38, ' And it shall be always upon
his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord.' What
did Aaron confess over the head of the goat? Read Levit. xvi. 21,
, All the iniquities of the children of Israel, 'l.nd all their transgressions
in all their sins'; and Exod. xxviii. 38, 'the iniquity of their holy
things.' " Speaking of himself, he said, "I am black and vile, and
most unworthy, but Jesus says (Ezek. xxxvi. 25.), 'Then will I
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your
filthiness, and from all your idols will I cleanse you'; and v. 29, ' I
will also save you from all your uncleannesses.'" At another time he
said, "I am a daily miracle to myself, so black, so vile, and yet the
Lord says He doth not see iniquity in me." At one time when Mrs.
D. was much distressed at not being able to procure for him that by
which she trusted he might obtain some relief from suffering, he meekly
said in reply to her expressing her sorrow about it, "The Lord is
righteous in all His ways, and holy in all His works." He was
exceedingly jealous for the Lord's honour and glory, and if anyone
ever made allusion to any good that had been done by him, he would
immediately stop them and tell them to give God alone all the praise."
His mind seemed ever full of holy, spiritual matter, which was ready
to burst forth, but the flesh was weak and unable to give it utterance.
.After his sight became very dim, and his hearing very dull, it was
evident from what he said that he spent hours of the day and night
in communion with the Lord, and meditation on His Word, and in
wrestling in prayer, with cries and tears, for Christ's ministers, tha_t
they might be faithful, that they might feed the flock with the pure
Word of God, not seeking their own praise and glory; also that Christ
might be exalted in His people, that they might not be ashamed of
Him, that they would seek to please Him and not themselves, that
they might be separate from the world, and not seek the praise of men,
that they might ponder the path of their feet and not turn aside to
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error; that those that had others under them might watch for thelr
souls, and see that they were kept from hearing and learning error,
teaching them what was Scriptural, and guarding them against the
snares of the world, the flesh, and the devil."
He often spoke of God's hatred of sin, and of the awful doom awaiting
the ungodly and those who go on still in their wickedness; also of
the judgments that might be expected to fall on this guilty nation;
and mourned much over the spread of error in the land and the sins
of the people and their rulers. He once remarked that, in speaking to
dying persons, great care should be taken to avoid saying anything
which might lead them to look into themselvE's, or at thE'ir frames of
mind, or experiences; but they should always be dirE'cted to the Word
of God; and once when the words were repeated to him, " And can
He have taught me to trust in His name, and thus far have brought
me to put me to shame? " he said, "Oh! take care, that will not do
for me at all; no past experience will do for me now to rest upon;
nothing hut the bare Word of God." Again, when speaking of finding
rest in Jesus, he referred to John leaning on Christ's bosom, and said,
" Oh! what a simess bosom to rest upon!" He said to Mrs. D. and
others who had the privilege of helping her in ministering to
him in his time of great weakness, "You must be like the women of
Galilee who ministered to the Lord Jesus"; and he expressed a desire
that all that was done for him might be done as to the Lord, and
because of Christ's worthiness, not his. During the last day of his
life upon earth, Monday, August 7th, he was very often speaking a
few words in prayer at a time, or repeating some passages of God's
Word, but his voice was too weak to utter anything very distinctly;
he was heard to say, " 0 Lord Jesus, have mercy upon Thy poor and
needy people; grant them the true knowledge of Thyself which is life
eternal"; again, "The true knowledge of Christ, which is eternal
life"; and part of 1 Pet. i. 20 he repeated, "Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world," and also the words,
" In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life" ;
and several times the following precious passage 6f Scripture was
repeated by him, "He bare them, and carried them all the days of
aid." He lay the greater part of the day unconscious of all that was
going on around him, but still till near the end he recognized the voices
of these who spoke to him, and understood all they said to him. About
6.30, without any apparent suffering, he gently fell asleep in
Jesus. "He was not; for God took him," and his spirit, which for
so long a timE' had longed to be free, left the poor weak tabE'rnacle ;
the Lord Jesus did indeed come and receive him unto Himself; He
took His waiting servant home according to His own words of promise,
" I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also" ; and," Where I am, there shall also my servant
be."
"There no stranger God shall meet thee;
Stranger thou in courts above!
He who to His presence greets thee,
Greets thee with a well known love."
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Though he reckoned himself the vilest and the meanest, yet the
Lord had much honoured him by making him the instrument through
the ministration of His Word of calling sinners, but, more especially,
perhaps, for feeding the Church of God, edifying the body of Christ,
and being an " example to the believers," exhorting, comforting, and
charging everyone of them as a father doth his children, that they
would walk worthy of God who had called them "to His kingdom
and glory"; he was ever jealous (lver them with" godly jealousy,"
watching for their souls as one that must give account; and now he
rests from his labours, and his works do follow him, and "he being
dead yet speaketh." It was remarked by one on hearing about his
closing days, " Just the sunset that might be expected to such a life! "
And truly did one write of him when referring to his departure, " Oh !
how great his loss, he who was so strong and yet so tender, so good
and so kind ; but the Lord did not take him till his work was done.
How diligent he was in doing his Master's work, what an example he
was to us of diligence, of holy self-denial and unworldliness, how
jealous was he of the Lord's honour and glory! how willing to be
put down, to take the lowest place, that Christ alone might be exalted!
Let us seek to prove that we have not learned of him as Christ's minister
in vain." When the body was laid in the coffin, his beloved wife placed
on it a paper with the following texts, plainly written: "He is not
dead, but sleepeth "; "Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring
with him"; "Death is swallowed up in victory"; "I heard a voice
from heaven saying unto me, write, Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labours; and their works do follow them"; "Precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints." These blessed
words of hope lighted up the narrow chamber of death, and his hoary
head was a crown of glory, for it was indeed found in the way of
righteousness. Upon the outside of the coffin were also laid by the
same loving hands a paper with the following words written :"If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him."
" Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of
Thy Lord."
" Thy flesh shall slumber in the ground,
Till the last trumpet's joyful sound,
Then burst the bonds with glad surprise,
.And in thy Saviour's image rise,"

"For this corruptible must put on incorruption."
When the coffin was lowered into the grave, this paper was still
upon it; thus was this dear saint of the Lord encompassed with words
from" the Book" to the end. On Monday, August 14th, the remains
of the Lord's dear servant were laid to rest in the Brompton Cemetery;
the Lord mercifully permitted the day to be a lovely one, the sun shone
brightly, and there was a pleasant breeze which tempered the great
heat; the mourners who followed the body of this much-loved departed
saint from his late residence, 11, St. John's Wood Road, to the

414

The Gospel Magazine.

cemetery were: Mrs. Davidson, the two Misses D. (his daughters),
his nephew, Mr. James D., Dr. and Mrs. C. and their daughter, Miss
H., Mr. I. (one of the executors), the Rev. James Ormiston, and the Rev.
Canon Reeve, the officiating minister, his three servants and one who
had formerly been in his service; Dr. B. and other friends were invited
to follow, but were prevented. Before the mourners left the house,
they assembled in the drawing room-that room where the word of
the Lord had been so often read and expounded by his faithful servant,
and Canon Reeve read John xiv. and offered prayer to the God of the
widow, the fatherless, and the friendless, the "God of all comfort."
The funeral left the house about 12 o'clock, and long before it reached
the Cemetery many had assembled there to pay their last tribute of
affection and respect to him who had been esteemed" very highly in
love" by them, for his work's sake; among these mourning ones were
Miss L., E. L., A. B., M. G., J. D., E. G., Miss K., and some others
who had heard him preach in Brompton Chapel, also A. S. (who had
strength granted her to leave her room and to be present on this
mournful occasion, although she had been extremely ill previously,
and was so for many weeks afterwards); several other Christian
friends were also there, and three Scripture-readers, Mr. B., formerly
of Kilburn, Mr. S., and Mr. A., so that "devout men" were at his
burial, those whom he had much helped by his instructions for their
work in the Lord's service. Mr. Reeve read the beautiful burial
service, so illumined with that Gospel which has brought life and
immortality to light; and the joyful hope of the resurrection day, when
the body sown in corruption shall be raised in incorruption; sown in
dishonour shall be raised in glory; sown in weakness shall be raised
in power; sown a natural body shall be raised a spiritual body,
sustained the fainting, sorrowing hearts around that grave, for they
sorrowed not as those which have no hope, but could have exclaimed,
" Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory!" "The Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord."
The words written upon the stone that covers the remains of him who
was deservedly so dear to, and valued by, many, are as follows :In Affectionate Remembrance of
J. N. DAVIDSON, M.A.
Who departed this life Aug. 7th, 1871,
Aged 75 years.
"Whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation,
Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
" Thou shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn
cometh in in his season."
THE REV.

In the afternoon of that memorable day about thirty persons were
gathered together in the drawing room of No. 11, St. John's Wood
Road-that room where the Lord Jesus had often been in the midst
of those who had met together to receive instruction and comfort
from the expositions of God's Word, given by their late dear pastor
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and friend. Mrs. D., desiring to sanctify this sorrowful day by " the
Word of God and prayer," invited as many as could come of those
who had known and valued her beloved husband, to meet at 4 o'clock
in the afternoon for prayer and to hear a short address on some suitable
portion of Scripture. Mr. Ormiston conducted this profitable and
consoling service; some verses were sung, as well as choking voices
would allow, from Psalm ciii.; then Mr. O. read Psa. xc. and offered
prayer to Him whose ear is ever opened to the cry of the afflicted,
and whose loving command is, "Pour out your heart before Him:
God is a refuge for us." Joshua v. 12 was then read and commented
on: "The manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of the
old corn of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna any
more; but they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year" ;
the subject being, Christ delighted in as the portion of the soul and
fed upon by faith only, in this wilderness world, but in the world above
Christ the Bread of God which endureth for ever, seen face to face,
and delighted in fully; the land of Canaan being a type of heavenly
rest in the world to come. This meeting lasted about an hour and a
half, and was proved to be a time of refreshing from, and by, the
presence of the Lord. At the close prayer was again offered and the 130th
Psalm was sung.
AND A MAN SHALL BE A HIDING-PLACE.
ISAIAH xxxii. 2, 18, 19; iv. 6.
How welcome to the tempest-toss'd,
Amidst the storm's career,
While horror spreads from coast to coast,
Is some kind haven near!
But far more wekome to the soul
Is that secure abode,
(When terrors o'er the conSClence roll,)
The Rock prepared of God.
Jesus, array'd in mortal form,
Of whom the prophets tell,
On His dear head, Oh what a storm
Of awful vengeance fell !
To Him, my only hiding-place,
Let me for shelter fly ;
The storm of death draws on apace,
And who can say how nigh ~
In that dread moment, Oh to hide
Beneath His sheltering blood!
'Twill Jordan's icy waves divide,
And land my soul with God.
JOHN KENT.
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SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. STEPHEN'S. COLEMAN
STREET, MAY 25TH, 1905, By THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, ON
BEHALF OF THE AGED PILGRIMS'FRIEND SOCIETY.

" Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not God chosen the poor of this
'World, rich in faith, and heirs of the Kingdom 'Which he hath promised
to them that love Him ~ "-JAMES ii. 5.

THE general opinion amongst God's people probably is, that the Apostle
John, rather than any other New Testament writer, manifests the great
and desirable grace of brotherly love. But if you examine carefully
this Epistle by James you will see that he also insists on the all-importance of the Lord's people loving one another, and serving one another
in love. Indeed, no fewer than sixteen times do we meet with the terms
"brother," "brethren," and" beloved brethren," in this short Epistle
of five chapters. Then, also, "brethren of low degree" are mentioned
-humble brethren. There is, moreover, much urged by way of exhortation lest the people should forget that in the spiritual city and
family of God a perfect equality exists. We are warned lest partiality
should prevail amongst the Lord's equally loved people. In these last
days we need such lessons, especially in the matter of public worship.
God recognises no social distinctions in His worshippers. They come
alike by His free and sovereign grace to the common Mercy-Seat, and
all are equally welcome there because they trust in the one Name-that
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Very practical is the teaching of this Epistle.
Turn to the closing verses of the chapter from which our text is taken.
We read there :-" If a brother or sister be naked and destitute of daily
food, and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and
filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful
to the body, whatdoth it profit ~" The inspired writer emphatically
declares that there must not only be a recognition of the brotherhood of
the Saints in name, but in deed likewise. This Epistle is a distinctly
family communication. It concerns" the Father of Lights" and the
children of light as those who are begotten of Him. "Of His own
will begat He us with the Word of truth, that we should be a kind
of first-fruits of His creatures." Thus, then, the Epistle is addressed to believers. It speaks to every believer here present, to
all who have been begotten of God, all who have been brought out of
darkness into His marvellous light. We have to be manifested as
being" light." "Ye are the light of the world," " ye were sometimes
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord." Notice, it is not written
" Now have ye light," but now" are" ye light in the Lord. The new
nature is essentially" light," so that the children of God are partakers
of the Divine nature-though not yet in all its blessedness and fulness
-that is coming. "It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but when
he shall appear we shall be like Him," for we shall see Him as He is.
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" Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him."
In all this we have the Divine mind revealed. It is a very important
thing to be always studying the Divine mind, not to be satisfied merely
to hear the Word read and preached, but let us search it for ourselves.
Our text speaks of a "Kingdom," promised to those that love God.
In the 5th chapter of St. Matthew, in that wonderful Sermon which
Jesus preached on the Mount, He opened His discourse with the words,
" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven."
We may take that Scripture to be the record of "the promise" to which
our text refers. God has promised a Kingdom, and He will keep his
promise to those to whom He has addressed Himself. The Kingdom
promised is to Christ, and to all those chosen in Him. ThE' promise is
made to all the members of Christ's mystical body. "And I appoint
unto you a Kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto Me." I have
sometimes said that the words, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the Kingdom of heaven," really form the text upon which
Christ based the whole of His sermon. Isaiah the prophet had long
before said, when speaking in the name of Messiah, " The spirit of the
Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed Me to preach
good tidings unto the meek." That prediction was spoken 700 years
before Jesus received the anointing of the Holy Ghost in the river Jordan.
And ll.ccordingly, when He began His ministry on earth He appropriated that prophecy, and based upon it His public teaching. Mark
the first words in His sermon :-" He opened His mouth and taught
them saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of
heaven." He inaugurated His gracious teaching among the poor, and
all His subsequent ministrations have been addressed to a Church
which, while it is in the world, is separated from it.
Then you will notice the people designated in our text are distinguished for their faith. "Hearken, my beloved brethren, hath not God
chosen the poor of this world rich in faith?" They are eminent for
faith, having been taught under the illumination of the Holy Spirit that
they have no righteousness of their own-no good works or anything
to recommend them to God. This lesson they learn in ever deepening
measure, and therefore appreciate increasingly the redeeming and
justifying merits of Christ who died for them. They are also distinguished for their faith in the promises of God's Word, and for their
confidence in the faithfulness of God to His promises.
Remember, dear brethren, our salvation is dependent on faith in a
Person-not merely in doctrine, or in religious opinions, but in a Person,
and that Person none other than God manifest in the flesh-Jesus
clothed with the reality of the Godhead, and yet existing in a perfect
manhood. "Very God of very God," and yet "perfect Man: of a
reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting." These two are inseparable; they can never, never be put asunder. Yes, the faith of
God's people is centred in this all-wonderful Christ. Although, let it
be added, this grace of faith is a very small thing in its beginning, but,
like the grain of mustard seed, it is a vital thing, and is destined to
27
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grow more and more. Wherever the Spirit plants the gracious seed
it is with a view to nourishing it, and causing it to spring up and bring
forth fruit according to its kind, some thirty fold, some sixty, and some
a hundred fold. If, my hearers, you have been made partakers of this
precious faith, and have been able to lay hold on Christ crucified, risen,
and glorified, then your Lord has given you the sure promise of the
Kingdom-the Kingdom which cannot be moved. All other Kingdoms
are destined to pass away, but the Kingdom of Christ, which culminates
in the Kingdom of glory, is an everlasting Kingdom. Satan, indeed, has
now, for well nigh 6,000 years, been seeking to destroy the Kingdom of
Christ, but it is as strong as ever, because the Rock on which it is built
is immovable, and all who hope on the promise of having it will never
be disappointed. God will justify the faith of His people. There is
not only such a thing as a justifying faith, but there is also a justifying
of faith. The faith which centres in Jesus sees everything good in Him,
and is quite satisfied with Him and His fulness. That faith God will
justify; He will vindicate it,-sooner of later. Yes, God will justify the
faith that trusts His dear Son, so you may trust Him implicitly. " I
will trust 'and not be afraid," resolved the Psalmist. The Lord will
never let the confidence of His people perish. Said Jesus to Peter ;" Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat; but
I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; and when thou art
converted, strengthen thy brethren." Jesus watched over Peter's
faith, and although the poor weak disciple was cast into the Devil's
crucible, we may be quite confident his faith did not perish, for Christ
assured him, "I have prayed for thee." The Lord's people to whom the
heavenly Kingdom is promised are all believers, yet they are believers
whose faith varies much in its degree and manifestation. I have
never yet met two believers whose experiences, as to the exercise of
faith, absolutely coincided. The Lord brings each of his people by a
personal and particular pathway. Hence we find an endless variety of
testimonies among the saints, though all is to the glory of God. There
is a wonderful variety, yet a Divine unity everywhere traceable. There'
are no believers here to-night who would not bear testimony to the
fact that it was God who began the work of grace in them.
Notice next, our text says, those whom God has chosen are a people
who love their God, and to these the promise is made. Love, like faith,
has its degrees of manifestation. The love the saints have in their
hearts towards God is a love the feebleness of which sometimes
greatly exercises them. None of God's people here to-night is
satisfied with his love towards God.
" Lord; it is my chief complaint
That my love is weak and faint,
Yet I love Thee, and adore;
Oh for grace to love Thee more."

It is the desire of the living child of God to love Him more fully, more
habitually, and less fitfully. How mutable our love is! How it ebbs
and flows! We know nothing of the living God except as the Holy
Spirit, through the Scriptures, gives us to apprehend Him. These are
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days when the Spirit is greatly dishonoured. The churches are being
led by a wisdom that is not the wisdom of God. But the true children
of God can only be satisfied with that wisdom which cometh down from
above. So, if we study the name and character of our God as He has
revealed Himself in the Scriptures, recognizing our dependence on the
Holy Ghost to take of the things of Christ and show them unto us, our
love will surely go out after the Lord till He be found of us, and then,
as in the Song of Solomon, love will hold Him fast. Some of you, dear
hearers, can testify that although you have your times of darkness
and seeking after your Beloved, persevering seeking has ended in blessed
finding. Jesus stands sometimes very nigh unto us, but some obstacle
hinders our seeing Him. "He standeth behind our wall"! All
hindrances to communion with Jesus are of the earth, earthy, but
really the greater our need the nearer" He standeth behind our wall,"
showing Himself through the lattice so that by faith we may behold
Him in measure. The blessed Redeemer Himself rejoices in being
found, and this is what the Scripture terms "communion" between
the Redeemer and the redeemed.
Once more, the characters spoken of in our text are God's choice
people. "Hath not God chosen the poor ~" Yes, He chose them in
Christ before the foundation of the world. That is a long time ago!
The Lord loved His people from everlasting. "Yea, I have loved thee
with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness have I drawn
thee." They are a choice people because chosen. He spared not His
own Son, but freely gave Him up for His elect. It is a mystery beyond
our fathoming, how God could give up His own Son-His co-equal Son
-the Son of His love-for guilty sinners. And then, Jesus was willing
to be given up to justice, to angry justice, holy justice, righteous
justice! "Holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners," He
was, and yet He died under a mountainous weight of human sin, for
" The Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all." The people of God,
then, are thus a costly people. Oh, children of God, we cannot think
too highly of what grace has made us in Christ Jesus. You cannot
over-rate your position and dignity as God beholds you, accepted in His
beloved Son. "Ye are complete in Him." How wonderful! Jesus
Himself says in the 139th Psalm, "I am fearfully and wonderfully
made," See: He admires the structure and functions of His Own
mystical body! Fearfully, marvellously, and wonderfully made is the
body of Christ-the Church. As that body of Christ enjoys the fulness
of the love of God, so likewise does each particular member of that body,
for there is no partiality in the love of God for His people. He loves
the whole vast multitude of His children with a common-equal-love.
His dear people are His heirs-heirs of the Kingdom. What a blessed
privilege it is to be an " heir of God," and a "joint heir with Christ."
Note, brethren, it is a joint-heirship. Christ and His believing
people together are heirs, and it is this fact that gives security to our
share in the heavenly Kingdom. Jesus watches over the Kingdom, the
glories of the Kingdom. In the case of everyone of His believing
people, all has been made sure by the precious blood of the Everlasting
Covenant.
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Now we take it that those present here this evening have attended
in the interests of such members of Christ as I have been briefly dealing
with. The Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society aims at caring for those who
answer to the description in our text, namely, the "poor" in this
worlds' goods, but" rich in faith." None but ascertained believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ are allowed to partake of the benefits which this
aged Society distributes. All applicants for pensions are tested and tried
as to whether they have experimentally passed out of nature's darkness
into God's marvellous light, whether they have been begotten by the
Spirit from above, whether they have that faith which is distinctive of
the true people of God. Further, when candidates pass this test, they
must be aged people. No one under 60 years is assisted. They must
also possess very little of this world's goods. These things being so,
and the funds of the Society allowing it, applicants are elected to
receive pensions. At first, they are paid a pension of £5 5s. annually;
this is presently increased to £7 7s; and ultimately to £10 lOs. There
are also four Homes, in which a limited number of the dear aged ones
are tenderly cared for until they are called home. This good work
has been going on for nearly 100 years-98 years this good work has
been in operation. Every year something over £12,300 is distributed
amongst the Lord's poor, rich in faith, and heirs of the Kingdom He
has promised. We greatly desire to strengthen the hands of the Committee, who are sorely exercised at times with regard to the distribution
of the funds. The applications are numerous, while the funds are
comparatively limited. I do trust, dear friends, that as you generously
helped the work at our Annual Service last year, you will be not less
disposed to assist on the present occasion. We are living III days when
the faith of God's people needs to be distinctly practical and evidential.
Faith-but faith without works is dead. Living faith works by love.
If we exhibit this evidence of our faith the world will not be able to
deny its existence. This Society has always been kept true, during
its career of 98 years, to the doctrines of God's free and sovereign grace.
The members of its Committee are believers in Christ of deep experience; they know what these things are of which we have been
speaking to-night; and because they have tested and proved them
their desire is to care for needy brethren who also prize and delight in
God's truth. I appeal to you to support the Committee in their labour
and service of love. It should be added that the work is carried on
with rigid economy. There is no expenditure on a large official staff,
as there too often is in connection with religious Societies. Those who
distribute the gifts amongst the Lord's aged poor in their homes during
the year, are themselves God's people who esteem it a privilege to thus
personally minister to the "poor saints." These helpful agents in
the work are wholly unpaid. It is, to them, a work of love, while it is
a truly acceptable and pleasing ministration in the Lord's own sight.
Such is the spirit in which the work of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society has been conducted for nearly a century. I affectionately
commend it again to your consideration and to your loving liberality,
and I am sure God will recognize and recompense your offices of love
according to the promise of His holy Word. Amen.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. J. W. GOWRING, B.A.
To ourselves, while editing the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, it is a service of
spiritual delight and privilege to keep in green remembrance the names
and faithful service in the maintenance of the whole counsel of God
of those devot€d ministers of the Gospel of Christ with whom, in the
earlier period of our pastoral life, we were personally associated. Among
these treasured memories figures prominently the venerable personality
of our afflicted blind friend, and beloved brother in Christ, the Rev.
J. W. GoWRING, RA., who, while he represented the honours of an
eleventh Wrangler in the University of Cambridge, was, through God's
grace, one of the humblest and most spiritually minded of men we ever
met. The disparity in our ages, and his possession of very rare talents,
placed us naturally in the relation of counsellor and pupil, and we
found it indeed a privilege to sit at the feet of this true servant of the
Lord. It is now approaching forty years since we made his acquaintance.
At the time, our pastoral charge lay in the north of London, and Mr.
Gowring resided in the neighbourhood of Stockwell. Our opportunities of meeting were therefore not frequent, but the bonds of brotherly
love were mutually cordial, and the occasional presence of Mr. Gowring
in the pulpit of St. David's, Holloway, was greatly appreciated by
pastor and people. He was not a man of a communicative disposition
in matters affecting himself, and we know little of his early experience
in Divine things. His youth was marked by severe domestic troubles,
which he waded through while pursuing his educational career. Our late
beloved sister in Christ, Mrs. Hoblyn, of Bath, who was one of his
most intimate friends, knew, perhaps, as much of his touching history
as anyone. After his decease she penned a brief sketch of his life, of
which we here gladly avail ourselves. It was published by Mr.
J. C. Pembrey, 164, Walton Street, Oxford, and is, we believe, still to
be obtained of him.* Mrs. Hoblyn thus writes of him:" The particulars of his call by grace we are unable to record further
than the fact that the trials of his young life were sanctified to him, and
at an early age he was led by the Spirit of God to know the worth of a
mercy-seat, and take his difficulties to the Lord: gradually the truths
of the Gospel were revealed to his soul, and a passage in his experience
may convey encouragement to the tried, and strengthen the faith and
hope of the trembling believer.
"His constitution, never strong, became impaired by excessive study,
and disease in the eyes was slowly developed; but he entered the
ministry, relaxed his studious habits, and was led to hope that the
most dreaded by him of all personal calamities might be averted. As
time advanced, his sight became gradually worse; and as medical
treatment was resorted to with little effect, a lengthened change of air
with total rest was advised to strengthen his constitution for a final
• It forms No. 126 in the Series of Mrs. Hoblyn's .. Tracts for the People," and
is entitled" A Living Religion."
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operation. With his slender means how was this to be accomplished ~
But kind friends came to the rescue; and committing himself into
the hands of God to manage his mean affairs, he started with his wife and
only child for a German Spa, where they took up their abode for
some months. With shaded eyes, led by his sweet little daughter,
then five years of age, he became well known to the visitors and inhabitants; and his full mind, deeply impressed by divine truth, poured
out its treasures to all he came across. He was a walking Bible, and
a faithful Evangelist, who shunned not t<> declare the whole counsel of
God, whether from pulpit, press, or parlour. After a lengthened
sojourn abroad and improved health, hopes were entertained that
another operation might prove successful, and accordingly preparations
were made for their return, when his darling little child was seized
with fever, and in a few days was laid in the grave.. The anguish the
fond father underwent at this heavy stroke impaired all the benefit
derived from the change. His child gone, sight failing, means crumbling, hopes blasted, nothing in prospect but years of blindness, uselessness, and helplessness, he returned to England with a horror of great
darkness upon his mind: hours of solitude were spent pleading with God
for resignation to the will of the Lord; but instead of any removal of
rebellion, it seemed to increase daily, till the dreaded time arrived for
another operation. All that skill could devise was done, and the
result was tested by an object put into his hand, but the sight.,<was
gone, and the fatal sentence was pronounced, 'It is a hopeless case,
-no more can be done.' As soon as these words were uttered a divine
and overwhelming influence took possession of his soul, swept away
his gloom, filled his heart with the love of Christ, that brought with it
such acquiescence and satisfaction with the will of God that he rose
up fr,om his heaviness, returned to his home with the joy of the Lord
in his soul, and with serenity of mind as to the future, which was never
withdrawn to the last of his days. In repeating this incident of his
past life Mr. Gowring said, 'I have had severe exercises upon many
things, and my faith has been sorely tried, but since that day of special
illumination God has never suffered the enemy to prevail against me
by rebellious thoughts at the loss of my child or the loss of my
sight.'
"From this time his health became restored, and his active mind
struck out for himself a vast amount of useful occupation on behalf
of the blind. He undertook the correction of the finger-reading edition
of the Bible, which with ministerial employment, and the use of his
pen through the indefatigable labours of his devoted wife, turned to
account every moment of time for long years, while his cheerfulness
of spirit under his affliction was a marked token of the peace that
reigned within. He seldom mentioned the loss of his dear little guide
except when new friends were introduced, when it was his wont to
say in a subdued tone, ' Have you noticed the likeness of my child 1 '
as he pointed to her sweet portrait. His industrious use of time gave
him continual employment; and when his more arduous occupations
were over, his netting was always at hand, and with a smile he would
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say, 'You see I have the advantage of you all: I can do all my work
in the dark.'
"The persecution he met with from his superiors in office for his
faithful adherence to the truth of God was well known at that date,
but needless now to reproduce. 'The joy of the Lord was his strength,'
and his ministerial labours were his delight, and the only result his
adversaries produced was to give increased energy and zeal in preaching
the doctrines that illumined his mind and supported his spirit. Friends
at this crisis were raised up to stand by him, and the unfailing friendship of the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE [Dr. Doudney] proved a
valuable help in the time of life-long need.
" The reality of his spiritual experience was manifested by the absence
of all bitterness toward his persecutors; and the gentle way the topic
was waived by immediate reference to some Gospel truth or word of
Scripture present to his mind gave evidence he did not wish the unpleasant subject pursued. When compelled to give an opinion on
some painful points, it seldom amounted to more than an acknowledgment: 'It is sad, very sad; but I believe all my matters, great
and small, are in the Covenant, and I wish to leave them there.'
"Mr. Gowring's active habits and mathematical mind proved of
invaluable benefit to him in his intense labours, both literary and
ministerial. He 1..'Ilew where to find every book or paper he required,
and his memory was a repertory for reference upon matters of all
sorts. Inflexible as to divine truth, he was an object of dread to its
enemies; but in social life, his patient, unselfish endurance of his
calamity endeared him to relatives and friends, proved the vitality
of his experience, and made him a constant gleam of sunshine in a
'Yintry sky.*
"Upon one occasion his favourite cat was reprimanded by a friend
for following his footsteps too close for safety:-' Pussy understands
matters very well, and always gets out of my way,' was the rejoinder;
a compliment that puss acknowledged by jumping on his knee as soon
as he reached his chair.
"The long and distressing affiiction ·of his devoted and beloved wife
gave him in later days continued occupation in ministering to her,
while the same gracious submission to the Divine will was manifested
in his daily life.
"In these few details there is no wish or design to exalt the creature
or to aid the revived error that the old nature was dormant or dead.
The exercises of his spiritual mind were severe and humbling; he
traced his sinnership as far back as the fall of Adam; and he not only
subscribed to the Articles of the English Church, but thoroughly
believed them from the inward teachings of the Holy Ghost-that
'everY.1,person born into this world deserveth God's wrath and
... The kind interest Mr. Gowring took in the little memoir entitled' Nothing·
to Pay' was not only seen in his preface to the tract, but was followed by kind
consideration for the widow and children. Through his energy on their behalf a
sum was collected which supplied, for two years, the wants of the widow, that
lasted till death closed her days."
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damnation i and this infection of nature doth remain, yea in them
that are regenerated' (Art. IX): and this brings before the contrite
people of God their need of the remedy He has graciously provided,
as set forth in the XIth Article: 'We are accounted righteous before
God only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith,
and not for our own works or deservings.' It is the light of God's
Spirit cast upon the finished work of Christ that brings peace to the
soul. It is the Spirit's discovery and application of atoning blood
and perfect righteousness that brings health and cure to the troubled
breast, and the experience of this in the soul is 'the obedience of faith'
whereby the believer' delights in the law of God after the inward man,'
longs to be conformed to the will of God, hates the sins that crucified
the Lord of life and glory, and makes him groan, being burdened,
while he blesses God for a salvation that declares to every exercised
child of God-' Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption;
that, according as it, is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the
Lord.'
"In 1861 Mr. Gowring preached at St. Andrew's Church, Plymouth,
from the words, 'To open the blind eyes' (Isa. xlii. 7). The preacher
then said:
" 'The minister who has experienced this great change for himself
is to witness and testify to others what the Lord has revealed to him:
" One thing I know, whereas I was blind, now I see." Thirty years
ago I lost my natural sight, but through the Lord's infinite mercy I
could then see Jesus. How infinitely better is this spiritual sight than
the beholding the most glorious natural objects! Our afflictions then
appear truly light and insignificant when we are privileged "to look
at the things which are eternal." I preached from this text twenty-six
years ago, soon after entering upon a new curacy, when a curiosity
to hear.' the new parson, who was blind, and could preach without a
book,' induced many to fill the church. Amongst them came an
individual whose character was notorious in the place. On her return
from the church she accused her neighbour of having told me everything about her, for she said there was not a circumstance in her life
but what I mentioned. However, I certainly knew nothing about
her, but the Lord did, and directed me what to say. A fortnight
after, it pleased God to arrest her husband also, who belonged to one
of the worst families in the neighbourhood. They have from that
time continued to walk in the ways of the Lord, and they told me it
seemed to them as if they had been married a second time, for they
lived such a different life together now. Some years after I was told
of a conversation that took place between a clergyman and a farmer
in my parish. The former was complaining of the doctrines I preached,
and their dangerous tendency. The farmer replied, "Well, Sir, whatever
anyone may say about the doctrines I can't tell. One thing I do know,
before our parson came here we had nothing but robberies, but since
he began to preach they have all ceased." I have very little doubt
the change in this couple will account for this fact, for they ceased
to be such as they had been." ,
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"In the faith of the doctrines Mr. Gowring preached, he lived; and
in the blest enjoyment of them he passed away into the eternal inheritance prepared for the people of God, to join the throng of whom it is
written, ' These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb'
(Rev. vii. 14)."
It may be remembered that in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE (May, 1901)
we published a precious discourse of Mr. Gowring's, on " The Mystery
of Christ and the Church," preached by him in 1838 at Harewood Church
when acting there as curate to the veteran Rev. R. Hale. He was a
warm-hearted friend of dear Dr. Doudney's, who in 1861 inserted in
the MAGAZINE a most interesting and edifying report of a preaching
tour made by Mr. Gowring in the West of England, including Bristol
and Plymouth. In the pulpit, the presence of God's dear servant was
most striking, nothing in his action leading his hearers to detect his
visual affliction. His knowledge of the Scriptures was marvellous,
and his sanctified scholarship, added to the possession of distinguished
intellectual powers, gave to his expositions a rare originality and freshness. Alas, how few such masters in Israel are among us to-day!
THE EDITOR.

THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST.

" God is gone up with a shout."- PSALM xlvii. 5.
THE head of the "old serpent" was among the spoils of Christ's
victory. Our glorious and renowned Deliverer encountered Goliath
and slew him with His own sword; through death He destroyed him
that had the power of death, that is, the devil: "He brake the head
of leviathan in the waters, and gave him to be meat to them that
inherit the wilderness." Christ's victory over principalities and powers
on the cross is a sweet banquet to believers travelling through the
wilderness of this world.
The keys of the grave are among the spoils of Christ. "Fear not:
I have the keys of hell and of death." Christ descended into the grave,
and came out of it again carrying the gates of the grave (like Samson)
away with Him; and He proclaims to all His redeemed, "I have
ransomed thee from the power of the grave, I have redeemed thee
from death: 0 death, I will be thy plagues: 0 grave, I will be thy
destruction."
The debt-bond that we were owing to justice was cancelled when
Christ finished the work of redemption. We read of a handwriting
that was against us and contrary to us. What was it but the curse
of the broken law which we had all signed in our first father Adam
when he gave his consent unto the covenant of works ~ By this all
the race of Adam were bound to lie under the wrath and curse of God
fOr ever. Christ took this out of the way; by the nails of His cross
the bond was cancelled and removed; for "He hath redeemed us
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from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us "; and this ratified
bond is among the trophies of His victory. The broken law is now
repaired,yea, magnified and made honourable by His obedience unto
the death. Christ was made under the law to redeem them that were
under the law; and we may suppose that when Christ ascended He
made a report to His Father, that, according to His orders, He had
fulfilled the whole commands of the law, and so maintained the honour
of the justice, holiness, and sovereignty of God. 0 Father, would
He say, here is the holy law which was broken by the sin of many,
repaired, yea, magnified and made honourable; and thereupon the
Lord declares Himself well pleased for His righteousness' sake: upon
which the whole redeemed company cry with a loud voice: "Sing
praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises."
When Christ died and ascended He carried not only the keys of
death, but the keys of the house of David along with Him; that is,
an absolute dominion, sovereignty, and headship over His Church,
and over all creatures for His Church's sake: "The keys of the house
of David will I lay upon His shoulder: so He shall open, and none
shall shut ; and He shall shut, and none shall open." The key was
a badge of authority and sovereignty: this is committed to an exalted
Christ. Thus you see some things Christ carried with Him when
He ascended.
When Christ went up with a shout, who were they that gave the
shout ~ We read of nothing but a deep and silent gazing after Him
as He went up from this lower world; where, then, was the shouting ~
Not in the Church militant, but in the Church triumphant, among an
innumerable company of angels and the spirits of just men made
perfect: these sons of God shouted for joy when they saw their
glorious Head of redemption coming in personally among them, with
His vesture dipped in blood, and His Name written on His thigh and
vesture, "King of kings, and Lord of lords ,,-a name above every
name that can be named, whether in this world or that which is to
come. When a victorious general, after a long absence and great
dangers, returns back to the army, the whole army welcome him with
a shout; so the armies which were in heaven, clothed in fine linen
white and clean, when they saw the Son of God coming in among
them, wearing the nature of man, with all the ensigns of glory and
victory, shining with the brightness of His Father's glory and majesty;
we may easily think that they would make heaven to ring with their
Hallelujahs. Everyone of the ransomed and all the angels would
approve of His conduct in the management of the great undertaking
of redemption. The Father says, "I am well pleased with Him;
and in token thereof I set Him at My right hand of majesty on high" ;
and then the whole triumphant company would cry, "Amen,
Hallelujah, for He has done all things well." There is joy in heaven
among the angels when but one new member is added to His mystical
body; how much more when Christ Himself in person entered the
upper regions of glory ~ How would they cry one to another then,
" Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him; for the marriage
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of the Lamb is come, and His bride hath made herself ready." Every
harp would be tuned, and every tongue loosed to cry, "Thou art
worthy to take the book and to open the seals thereof; for Thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood, and hast made us
kings and priests to our God"; and so' everyone cast down a
crown at His feet, saying, "Worthy art Thou to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing."
What a shout of admiration and adoration was heard among the
triumphant company when Christ went up! The dazzling beams
of our Redeemer's glory oblige the angels to cover their faces with
their wings when they see Him upon His throne, high and lifted up,
crying, " Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of hosts: the whole earth
is full of His glory." When Israel saw the glory of Christ shining in
the destruction of Pharaoh and his host, they were struck with wonder,
saying, "Who is a God like unto Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful
in praises, doing wonders?" How much more would the ransomed
in glory sing this song when they saw all the enemies of our salvation
drowned in the sea of divine wrath? Hence it follows that there
was a shout of victory and triumph heard among the heavenly crowd
when Christ went up. "The Lord hath triumphed gloriously. The
Lord is a Man of war, the Lord is His name." "Thy right hand,
o Lord, is become glorious in power; Thy right hand, 0 Lord, hath
dashed in pieces the enemy. And in the greatness of Thine excellency
Thou hast overthrown them that rose up against Thee: Thou sentest
wrath, which consumed them as stubble." Thus you see that God
in our nature went up with a shout: "the Lord with the sound of a
trumpet."
The ascension of Christ affords grounds of triumph, that make us,
even in a militant state, to fall a shouting with the Church triumphant
in heaven. Christ is not gone up to heaven as the saints, when they
die and depart to glory in a private capacity: no, but He went 1.lP
in a public capacity, in the name of His whole mystical body, as our
Forerunner, to open the way to glory and to make a report of what
was done in the days of His humiliation upon the earth: "Whither
the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, who is made a High Priest
for ever after the order of Melchisedec." As a forerunner He rides
the way that we may follow Him by faith into the holiest; and may
follow Him at death without fear of that last enemy. He goes before
to tell tidings that the law is fulfilled, justice is satisfied, and everything
agreed on in the council of peace for the redemption of lost sinners
actually accomplished. "I have finished the work Thou gavest Me
to do." Shout for joy, then, all ye that are upright in heart.
When man sinned he fell under the power of Satan, the god of this
world; and he was carrying all Adam's posterity away, as so many
prisoners in chains; and when that que,9tion was put, "Shall the
lawful captive be delivered, shall the prey be taken from the terrible? "
angels and men were concluding that it was impossible, because not
only was the enemy powerful, but he had the justice and faithfulness
of God engaged in the penalty of the broken covenant of works on
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his side; but says the glorious Redeemer, Emmanuel the Son of God,
" Even the lawful captive shall be delivered, the prey shall be taken
from the terrible"; and I will do it in consistency with the law,
and to the honour of God's holiness, justice, and sovereignty, and
other perfections. Accordingly He takes and bruises the head of the
serpent in the satisfaction of justice; He" comes from Edom with
dyed garments," like one" that treadeth in the wine-fat"; and after
the victory He goes up to heaven, leading captivity captive; and
now He has made all His and our enemies His footstool; and may
not this make all the redeemed to lift up their voice of triumph!
He is gone up as a Bridegroom to prepare a lodging for His bride,
and to make a suitable provision for her against the day of the
consummation of the marriage: "In My Father's house are many
mansions: I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto Myself, that
where I am there ye may be also." Hast thou been determined in
the day of thy espousal to give thy heart and hand to this better
Husband, saying, "I am the Lord's, I will be for Him and not for
another"? Here is good news: "God is gone up with a shout:
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet"; and He is gone to make
ready thy lodging and room in heaven against the time when thou
shalt follow Him. Perhaps thou dwellest in a crazy house of clay
that is drooping, and thou art afraid every day it will fall down about
thy ears; take courage, the day of thy redemption draweth nigh;
ere long the Bridegroom Himself will come and fetch thee home to
Himself, and" thou shalt enter the King's palace with gladness and
rejoicings, and mirth on every side; thou shalt be brought unto the
King in raiment of needlework" and presented unto Him without
spot or wrinkle.
" Having a great High Priest that is passed into the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. Neither by the blood
of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into the
holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us." It was the
ground of Israel's confidence towards God when their priest went into
the holy of holies with the names of all the tribes of Israel on his
breastplate and was accepted of God; so it is ground of our confidence
and boldness that our Jesus has passed into the heavens. "Having
a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart."
The high priest under the law had bells hung upon his garment, which
made a sound when he entered into the holy of holies, by hearing of
which the people of Israel attending without the vail knew that he
was alive, which was the signal of their acceptance in him. Believer,
our great New Testament High Priest, Christ Jesus, has gone within
the vail, to the holiest of all, not made with hands; but the preaching
of the Gospel is the sounding of His bells; every faithful minister is a
bell hung upon the garment of our High Priest, and whenever His
Spirit moves them in dispensing His word the bell sounds whereby
we know that our Redeemer lives, and blessed are the people that
know this joyful sound.
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Christ is ascended up in our nature as "an Advocate with the
Father." "If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous." There is a special emphasis in those
words, ., We have an Advocate"; the meaning is, He is constituted
and appointed to appear in our cause and negotiate in our affairs.
Lift up thy head, believer; do not doubt of the success of His
negotiations, for His interest is so great in the court that never any
man's cause was lost in His hands. The Father always hears Him;
wherefore He is able to save to the uttermost all that come unto God
through Him, because He ever liveth to make intercession.
Our exalted King is set down upon the throne, in the midst of the
throne, and upon the right hand of the Majesty on high, and" He
shall rule the house of David for ever, and of His kingdom there shall
be no end." Men are combining together for the ruin of His kingdom
at this day, violating His laws, abrogating His doctrines, beating
their fellow-servants; but let all the children of Zion be joyful in
their King, for He will make all their devices abortive, even before
the day be ended; the reins being in His hand, He will ride upon the
corruptions of men, and" the wrath of man shall praise Him, and the
remainder of wrath He shall restrain."
As the great Shepherd, He is still mindful of His sheep that are
wandering in the wilderness. Although Christ, as to His human
nature, be out of our sight, yet He is not so far off as to lose sight of us.
If your eyes were but strengthened, as Stephen's, to look through
these heavens over your heads, you would see JesU& sitting at the
right hand of God. And is it to be supposed that He does not see
His poor people upon earth and know how it fares with them? "He
that formed the eye, doth He not see?" Yea, He stands upon Mount
Zion above, and He has His eyes fixed upon every little sheep or lamb
of His pasture; He tells all their wanderings; He is putting all their
tears into His bottle; and there is not a sigh or groan that goes from
the heart of any of His oppressed ones through the land at this day
but it goes to His very heart; and in,a short time He will call His
under-shepherds that are beating and abusing His flock to an account
for their management; and in the meantime, however harshly they
may be dealt with by others, yet "He will feed His flock like a
Shepherd, He will gather the lambs with His arms, and carry them
in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young."
As our gloriom; Representative, He is now taking possession of the
inheritance of eternal life, until His fellow-heirs, all believers whom
He represents, follow Him. Hence we are said to "sit together with
Him in heavenly places." It is a very strange expression-" we sit
in heavenly places with Him," even while we are sitting upon the
dunghill of this world. It is because He sits in heaven as our
Representative. There is a mutual kind of representation between
Christ in heaven and believers here upon earth. The life of the
believer in this world pictures forth the life of a living Christ in glory;
hence the life of Jesus is said to be manifested in us, so that no man
who looks on our walk and way in the world but must know that
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Christ is living in heaven: "The life also of Jesus is manifested in us."
Now, considering all these things, is it any wonder that Christ's going
up to heaven in our nature be attended with a shout of joy and triumph
among all the redeemed in the Church militant or triumphant ~

E.
NOTHING BETWEEN.
NOTHING between, Lord, nothing between;
Let me Thy glory see;
Draw mv soul close to Thee,
Then speak in love to meNothing between.
Nothing between, Lord, nothing between;
Let not earth's din and noise
Stifle Thy still small voice;
In it let me rejoiceNothing between.
Nothing between, Lord, nothing between;
Nothing of earthly care,
Nothing of tear or prayer,
No robe that self may wearNothing between.
Nothing between, Lord, nothing between;
Unbelief disappear,
Vanish each doubt and fear,
Fading when Thou art nearNothing between.
Nothing between, Lord, nothing between;
Shine with unclouded ray,
Chasing each mist away,
O'er my whole heart bear swayNothing between.
Nothing between, Lord, nothing between,
Till Thine eternal light,
Rising on earth's dark night,
Bursts on my open sight--.Nothing between.
Nothing between, I,ord, nothing between,
Till, the last conflict o'er,
I stand on Canaan's shore
With Thee for evermoreNothing between.
Golden Grain.
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LOVELINESS OF CHRIST:IN THE PARADISE OF GOD.

" He is altogether lovely."-SONG v. 16.
" The Paradise ot God."-REV. ii. 7.
THE eternally blissful home of thE' saints, where their precious Saviour
unveils His glory and His loveliness, must necessarily be incomprehensible to our senses, for" eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared" (1 Cor. ii. 9). Nevertheless, some glimpses of its brightness
are reflected in the word, and some foretastes of its joys are granted
to humble, patient souls here below. Such can sing :" Home of my soul, how near
At times to fa,ith's far-seeing eye
Thy golden gates appear."

Dear reader! inasmuch as you, whom the Holy Spirit is preparing for
the inheritance of the saints in light, will soon (oh, how soon !) enter
into the Paradise of God, it may not be unprofitable to spend a short
time in meditating upon its blessedness. In the first place, the bliss of
heaven consists in the presence of the Lord Jesus. Yes!
1. CHRIST IS THERE,
now appearing in the presence of God for us (Heb. ix. 24); and the
sweetness of dying consists in going to Him and seeing Him face to
face (1 Cor. xiii. 12), Whom having not seen, we loved (1 John. iv. 20).
Jesus is there as a Man, clothed in that very nature in which He lived,
and died, and rose again when on earth, the first-born from the dead
(Col. i. 18). As the God-Man Jesus ascended on high, and ever liveth
in glory to receive His saints unto Himself, as one by one their pilgrimage ends and they gather in the Paradise of God (John xiv. 3).
With what rapture must the ransomed spirit following Jesus to the
skies gaze upon the Form and Face of the -dear Redeemer! One
moment in heaven with Jesus will more than compensate for all the
bitterness and sorrow experienced on the way thither. A delightful
scene is presented to the rejoicing vision of faith in such statements
as that in Ps. xlv. 15: "They shall enter into the King's Palace."
" There shall we see His face,
And never, never sin;
And from the rivers of His grace
Drink endless pleasures in."

In the next place
2. LIFE IS THERE.
In heaven mortality, with all its woes, changes, and brevity, is
swallowed up of life (2 Cor. v. 4). Compared with what awaits us,
this present life is not living, it is dying. The moment we draw our
first breath we start on the pathway to the grave. The space between
birth and death is short indeed. We must die to live. Life- is realised
(in t!J.e proper sense of this word) in heaven, and nowhere else. }; This
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truth is set forth in the descriptions of the Paradise of God; for there
is "The Tree of Life" (ver. 7.). The opening of Genesis records the
barring and prohibition of the Tree of Life; but now the Tree of Life
stands in " the midst of the heavenly Paradise"; the forfeited possession being restored by divine love to the saints in glory, who have
a right thereunto, and enjoy a more blessed immortality than could have
been known to man even had he continued unfallen. The fruits of this
tree are for the healing of the nations who walk in the light of the
Celestial City. JEHOVAH-JESUS is the Tree of Life.
There is also the River of Life-denoting the fulness of life, flowing
freely and eternally to the everlasting satisfaction and joy of the
blessed. Then:3. LIGHT IS THERE.
The light of heaven has more than once burst through the veil which
hides the eternal world from us. Saul of Tarsus saw that light, and
testified that it surpassed the brightness of the mid-day sun (Acts
xxii. 6). The Light of glory is derived direct from the Sun of Righteousness; for, "the Lamb is the Light thereof" (Rev. xxi. 23). The
armies of the saved walk in the ineffable radiancyof that "light which
no man can approach unto" (1 Tim. vi. 16). There is no darkness in
heaven. The light never wanes. The day is eternal. Jesus is ever
the same.
" Here often from our eyes
Clouds hide the light divine;
There we shall have unclouded skies,
Our Sun will always shine."

No obscurity dims the happiness of the glorified spirits of just men
made perfect. No shadow can cast a moment's gloom upon the
eternal felicity of those basking in the smiles of Jesus' lovely face.
The expression" The Paradise of God" denotes that:
~.4. JOY IS THERE.
The joys of heaven are compared to the seasons of rejoicing best
known to men, such as the joy of harvest, of the inheritance, of marriage, and of victory.
When the harvest is ripe the sickle is put in, and great is the joy when
all the golden grain is safely gathered into the garner (Isaiahix. 3;
Rev. xiv. 15). So when the heir comes of age and takes possession of
the inheritance, the rejoicings represent the joy of the sons of God as
they enter into their heritage (Gal. iv.) The gladness of the Bride
and the Bridegroom is described in many Scriptures; foreshadowing
the joyful celebration of the marriage supper of the Lamb (Matt. xxii. 2 ;
Rev. xix. 7). The day of victory is also a time of extraordinary joy.
Ere long all enemies will be finally overthrown, death will be swallowed
up in victory, and He will wipe all tears from all faces (Isaiah xxv. 8 ;
1 Cor. xv. 54). Great will be the joyful triumph of those who" have
gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image" (Rev. xv. 2).
The joys of the redeemed break forth in songs of praise. They stand
on the sea of glass, having
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5. HARPS OF GOLD
in their hands, and" the voice of the harpers harping with their harps 1,
(R-ev. xiv. 2), singing" the song of Moses the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb" (xv. 3).
" They stand, those halls of Zion,
All jubilant with song;
The voice of many an angel,
And all the martyr-throng."

They also have
6. CROWNS OF GLORY
upon their heads, which they cast at the feet of their Lord and Saviour
(Rev. iv. 10). We will just look at some of these crowns of glory.
There is the Crown of Knowledge (Prov. xiv. 18); for knowledge is
perfected in glory. Then shall we know even as we are known. There
is also the Crown of Righteousness (2 Tim. iv. 8) which the righteous
Judge will give to all who love His appearing. The inhabitants of
those blissful regions are both clothed and crowned with righteousness.
This is a sacred and instructive Truth.
The Crown of Loving-kindness (Ps. Cll. 4) shines brightly, visible
to all; though when they were on earth it was often hidden under the
guise of the crown of thorns. The Crown of Life gleams in its own
royal and eternal brilliancy. These are the crowns of glory bestowed
by the Chief Shepherd, and which never fade away (1 Pet. v. 4).
8. THE ROBES
which the glorified wear in the Celestial City are" made of linen, pure
and white" (Rev. vii. 9, 13, 14), which denotes they are wrought in
purity and perfection. The Robe of Righteousness and the Garments
of Salvation (Is. lxi. 10) are the raiment of needlework (Ps. xlv. 14),
arrayed in which the queen enters with joy into the palace and presence
of her Lord. Space would fail to write of the glorious company of
angels, prophets, and saints; of the palms of victory, of the jasper
walls and the pearly gates. We can but note in conclusion, that
heaven is
9. A PLACE OF REST.
This is the fulness of the promised rest given by Jesus Christ and
enjoyed by the inhabitants of Zion. The life of faith with its labour,
toil, and strife finds its compensation at last in the" rest remaining."
The storms which often beat so remorselessly upon the frail barque
sailing on life's gloomy sea are hushed in eternal peace. Never. more
shall tempest arise or wind be contrary..
.• Then are they glad, because at rest
And quiet now they be ;
So to the haven He them brings,
Which they desired to see."

May the Lord bring reader and writer in due time into the" Paradise
of God," there to see Jesus and be like Him for ever.
Bath.
E. C.
28
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THOUGHTS ON GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY, MORE ESPECIALLY AS
IT IS DISPLAYED IN THE LORD'S DEALINGS WITH HIS
OWN FAMILY.

WHEN it pleases -God, He calls His people by His grace, and then begins
to accomplish His promise, " All thy children shall be taught of the
Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children." But sovereignty
shines as much in His teachings as in any other part of His procedure.
Some believers have "line upon line and precept upon precept"
given unto them immediately; the Spirit of the law is sent home at
once, so that they soon become dead to all hope of salvation by it ;
while the knowledge that they are to be saved by grace alone through
faith, and that not of themselves (it being the gift of God), is given at
an early period. The mind is expanded, and the eye opened to take
in much, so that their" faith groweth exceedingly"; they" increase
with all the increase of God," and soon" abound in hope through the
power of the Holy Ghost." They are led at a rapid pace from the
" wicket gate" to the cross, and in the light of the Holy Ghost see
Jesus made sin for them, and that they are made the righteousness of
God in Him; while others remain for months, for years, in "the
place of the breaking forth of children," and some go down to the
border of the grave, "through fear of death subject to bondage."
And this I have long considered to be one of the most extraordinary
parts of the way of Jehovah; for these" little ones" are convinced of
sin, and of righteousness; and some of them have suffere-d much in
trying to subdue one, and in toiling all night to take the other, until
they are taught" without shedding of blood there is no remission,"
and without the righteousness of Christ there can be no covering from
the eye of justice; so that, with the rest, they find without a finished
salvation they perish. They feel the power of the iron sinew of unbelief, and are convinced they have no more power with the heart to
believe unto righteousness, after that righteousness is presented, than
they have to fulfil the law, or call a new world into existence. And
there is not 'a sinner under heaven that can produce the two last named
evidences, but those that are born of God, and taught of God (John
xvi. 7-10). The" little ones" in this stage produce one part of Paul's
early experience (Acts ix. 11); anpther of Solomon's (Prov. xiv. 27) ;
another of the jailor's (Acts xvi. 30) ; and another of Peter's (Matt. xiv.
30, 31). They are up to the full measure of the standard set up by Christ
in the mountain (Matt. v. 1-6); to that of Isaiah lxvi. 2; lvii. 15, 16 ;
and to that of Pet-er (1 Peter i.. 23; ii. 2). Lay the map of the world before them, and bid them choose an extensive piece out of it, and it shall
be theirs for a possession; this will not heal the troubled conscience ;,
they are dead to the world, and the things of it, for they cannot heal
the wounded spirit. There is an " aching void that none but God can
fill "-; a wound that can only be healed by the Great Physician; in
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short, they know and feel that they are lost, and that none but Christ
can save lost sinners.
Now, though it be not the will of God that one of these should perish,
but have everlasting life, how long do the heavens appear as brass,
and the earth as iron, before any satisfactory answer is returned to
their cry-those cries that never burst from unregenerated hearts
enter day and night into the ears of the Lord-into His ears, who has
said, " great shall be the peace of thy children"; yet instead of peace,
great bitterness follows. They are " begotten again to a lively hope" ;
but this hope, which" deferred maketh the heart sick," does not dawn
in the bosom; and without this, they are in experience, without Christ
and without hope in the world. During this cloudy and dark day one
promise is sweetly fulfilled in the experience of the whole of these" heirs
of promise." "As thy days thy strength shall be." Strength is given
to everyone of them, and though it gives no joy, yet they are supported
by it, kept from their numerous enemies, and whoever toucheth them
toucheth the apple of the eye; they are carried forward against the
struggles of flesh and blood, against the tide of unbelief, and are kept
from the destructive power of Satan. A spirit of grace and supplication
is bestowed, and they are led with weeping by a right way; they often
faint, yet always recover; they often droop, but never die; the grace
of the Sovereign is made sufficient for them, and their strength being
gone, His is made" perfect in weakness." But how is it that Joseph
makes himself so strange unto his brethren ~ Why does he speak so
roughly unto them ~ Why does he leave some of them long in this
agony before even a "good hope through grace" is granted ~ before
one absolute promise of deliverance is applied ~ I answer: He doeth
according to His will in the midst of His Church. He will not hasten
His work that His people may see it; He will perform it in His own
time.
The excellent William Huntirrgton has somewhere observed that
" the vessel of mercy crosses the line when hope springs up." And he
is right; for the vessel of mercy crosses the line which for a long time
appeared to be impassable. When hope is produced, whether a little
hope or the abounding of hope, it can only be through the power of
the Holy Ghost (Romans xv. 3). And this hope is an anchor of the soul;
remembering always that the size and weight of her anchor is
always proportionate to the size and burden of the vessel. Before this
is given the vessels of mercy are tossed with tempest and not comforted;
but when a promise of pardon or deliverance is given by the Holy
Ghost, and received by faith, then a good hope through grace appears,
expecting the fulfilment of the promise that faith has received. The
loving-kindness and mercy of God through Christ is made manifest,
and the anchor enters within the veil, and lays hold of Christ, its great
object, the Hope of Israel and the Saviour thereof. In this manner
those that are born of God begin to hope in His mercy, and then they
begin to love Him. They cannot hope until the God of hope bestows
it; nor can they, nor dare they love until this love is shed abroad in
their hearts by the Holy Ghost (Rom. xv. 13). I have laid this down
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by the scale of hope rather than by that of full assurance, for by this
s!lale the "little ones" must be measured first, and if some of my
brethren should fancy that I ought to have hlken the other, I urge in
defence the instructions of the Chief Shepherd, who has said, "Feed
My sheep. Feed My Lambs." I have the latter in my eye, and
there is an aphorism frequently used by country shepherds that" where
a lamb can feed, a sheep will not starve."
But as this sketch will contain the brief review of the Sovereignty of
the Lord in the teaching of His family in this part of their journey, I
must hasten to a conclusion in few words. After His people are brought
to life in His mercy, many are allowed to remain a long long time before
the open day of Gospel manifestation dawns upon them. In" a little
moment" a distant view of Calvary is bestowed, by which they are
encouraged; then the clouds cover the horizon, and the sight of the
cross is intercepted, and all becomes dark and worse than doubtful.
Again they go to beg the bread of life, and ere they are aware, it is asked
of " Abba, Father" (Rom. viii. 15). By waiting on the Lord they
renew their strength, and a gale from the south having cleared the sky,
they again see the Son as well as believe on Him; and sing, "Lord,
Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that we love Thee."
The day dawn and the day sun are again made dark with pight, the
" anointing" ceases, and they return to the old fare, longing for the
breasts of consolation; but like infants in nature, whose cries may
rend the air, and whose appetites may be as keen as hunger can make
them, yet, without the arm of the nurse or of the mother, they have no
power to place themselves at the breasts to draw the nourishment
required; many of the children of God draw the necessary nutriment
from the breasts of Divine compassion until they are placed there by
the omnipotent arm of J ehovah the Spirit. And how is it that He who
" cannot love them more, and will not love them less," and who has
drawn them to love Rim above every other object, can leave them so
long in this condition, before He bestows the" peace" He has engaged
to bestow, before they have" access by faith into the grace in which
they stand, and rejoice in the hope ot the glory ot God 1" (Rom. v. 1,2).
We can trace these seemingly mysterious teachings and leadings to no
other source than to His Sovereignty. In the exercise of this
sovereignty He hides these things altogether from the wise and prudent,
and reveals them unto babes, in such measures and at fluch times as
He has in wisdom appointed; and we can only say with the best
preacher of the Gospel-the Head of Zion-" Even so, Father, for so
it seemed good in Thy sight."

" A LEADER and Commander." Not every commander is a leader,
but the Lord Jesus Christ heartens His soldiers by going before. "He
is a Commander by His precept, and a Leader by His example; our
business is to obey and follow Him (Is. xxxv. 8, xlv. 2, lii. 12;
Micah ii. 13.)
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JEHOVAH-JIREH.

(GEN. xxii. 14.)
ON guilty man, condemned to die,
The Lord looked down with pitying eye,
And found a ransom, paid the price:
The Lamb of God for sacrifice
Jehovah-Jireh did provide,
And Love and Law were satisfied.
When, sick of sin, we oft complain
That sorrow is our only gain;
When bitter tears our path have blUfred;
The lantern of His holy Word
Jehovah-Jireh doth provide
To light us to the Crucified.
Although no holiness we own
In which to stand before God's throne,
Yet perfect and complete our dress:
A radiant robe of righteousness
J ehovah-Jireh doth provide
In Jesus Christ the Glorified.
When harassed sore by doubt or fear;
When foes within, without, appear;
When tempted oftentimes to stray
From wisdom's pleasant, peaceful way;
Jehovah-Jireh doth provide
His Holy Spirit for our Guide.
Though fiercest storms may round us ragr
As earth and hell their warfare wage,
Yet peace is perfect, rest is sure:
A hiding-place divine, secure,
J ehovah-Jireh doth provide
In our Redeemer's wounded side.
Whatever need our life may see;
Whatever need in death may be ;
0, hearts that hunger! Hearts that ache!
In Christ, by Christ, and for His sake,
Jehovah-Jireh doth provide
That all our need shall be supplied.
Since God so loved a world undone
And gave His well-beloved SonA willing Substitute-t<> die,
He can no good to us deny.
JEHovAH-JIREH doth provide,
And we are fully satisfied~
REBE MILLS
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MULTUM IN PARVO.
WE are glad to repr.oduce an authoritative contradiction of the alarming
report to which currency was recently given in the newspaper press,
stating that the Roman Catholic King of Spain was to marry Princess
Patricia of Connaught. The English Churchman, several weeks prior
to the authorized contradiction, gave a well-founded denial of the
truth of the rumour. The following paragraph appeared in all the
leading newspapers shortly after King Alfonso returned to Spain:
" We learn authoritatively that there is no suggestion of truth in the
report published from Madrid yesterday that' the King of Spain and
Princess Patricia of Connaught are to be betrothed, but that the formal
announcement of the betrothal is to be delayed.' The statement has
no foundation in fact."--The Government have brought in a Bill
in the House of Commons to deal with the Scottish Free Churches
case, but have complicated the measure by widening its scope so as to
~-include a revolutionary proposal affecting the Established Church of
Scotland. The latter provision goes the dangerous length of conferring on the General Assembly legal power to set aside the statutory
settlement of 1693, so far as regards the terms of Ministerial Subscription to the Confession of Faith. It may be mentioned that at the
meeting of the General Assembly in May last a resolution was passed
favouring relaxation from the strict clerical obligations laid down
upwards of 200 years ago in matters of faith. The fact is, that the
present-day trend of Presbyterianism in Scotland is to get away from
the distinctively Calvinistic standards of doctrine set up by the
Reformers and Protestant divines of the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, and to adopt the latitudinarian principles and opinions of
German Rationalism and the theories of the so-called "Higher
Criticism."
The small but faithful body legally claiming the title
of " Free Church of Scotland" now stand-as a church-almost alone
in adhering to the free-grace doctrines maintained so scripturally in
the Westminster Confession of Faith, and in opposing courageously the
scepticism of the" Higher Critics."--Last month upwards of 1000
sermons were preached in English churches on the subject of Lord's-day
observance. The desecration of the sacred day has become one of our
most prevalent national sins-:-the inordinate love of pleasure and selfindulgence being the main incentive to disregard the Divine claims.-We sincerely regret to record the death of the Rev. J. Hudson Taylor,
founder of the China Inland Mission, whose devoted labours in the
cause of the Gospel among the myriad followers of Confucius have
been richly owned by the Holy Spirit.--At the annual meeting of
the three Boards of Protestant Ministers (Presbyterian, Congregational,
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and Baptist), held at the Memorial Hall, London, a resolution was
passed expressing a belief that the presence and activity in England of
monastic and conventual institutions founded by religious orders of
the Church of Rome constituted a serious menace to civil and religious
freedom.--.A Memorial, signed by 2,236 Evangelical Churchmen in
Birmingham, has been submitted to Bishop Gore, on the question of
Evening Communion. The Bishop's reply is most unsatisfactory.
There appears to be a concerted movement among the Prelates to
discountenance (they cannot legally suppress) the administration of
the memorial ordinance, so far as its observance at the season when
our Lord instituted it is concerned. The ecclesiastical presumption of
calling into judgment the propriety of following the example of Christ
is only equalled by its profanity.--A London newspaper lately
reported that" the parish priest of Carpineto, Italy, dropped dead in
church after drinking the sacramental wine during the celebration of
Mass; the wine was found to have been mixed with strychnine."
No more telling evidence against the lie of transubstantiation could
be asked for than that afforded by this sad incident.--In consequence of an attack made on the Bisho.p of Hereford by "Father"
Ignatius at Llanthony Abbey on Ascension Day, an address of confidence, signed by the Dean of Hereford, Canons Residentiary, Archdeacons, and Rural Deans in the diocese, to the number of twenty-four,
has been sent to the Bishop. The address, which is dated June 9th,
is as follows: "To the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Hereford. My
dear Lord Bishop, we, the undersigned, deeply resent the uncalled-for
and ignorant attack made upon you at Llanthony on Ascension Day,
and desire to express to you our feelings of respectful regard and
sympathy."--Mr. WaIter Walsh, writing in the English Churchman
(June 22nd) refers to the recent Royal marriage thus: "I notice
that the Swedish Prince who has just married a daughter of the Duke
of Connaught, out of a large number of Christian names given to him,
prefers to be known as 'Prince Gustavus Adolphus,' no doubt in honour
of the great warrior King who performed such great things for Protestantism during the Thirty Years' War. Of him, Gardiner, our English
historian, writes: 'The establishment of Protestantism in Europe as
a power safe from attack by reason of its own strength was the cause
for which he found it worth while t<l live, and for which, besides and
beyond the greatness of his own Swedish nation, he was ready to die.'
It is a pity that Protestants in England know so little about this great
warrior champion of Protestantism. There is an excellent biography of
the great hero, by Mr. C. R. L. Fletcher, M.A., entitled, 'Gustavus
Adolphus and the Struggle for Protestantism,' in the 'Heroes of the
Nations' series of books, published by G. P. Putnam's Sons. Mr.
Fletcher gives the following character of King Gustavus Adolphus:
'Simple, brave, passionate, truthful, devout, with the highest sense
of his kingly dignity, and yet a higher sense of his great mission
on earth, it is not unfair to say of him that he had a single eye
to the work God had given him to do. More cannot be said of.
any man.' "
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" HIMSELF."
27.
By REV. W. T. TURPIN, M. A.
Incumbent of Emmanuel Church, Eastbourne.
I HAVE been afresh revived in contemplating the blessedness of being
wholly engrossed and absorbed with the Lord Jesus Christ Himself;
and one of the no doubt many effects of the present cruel strifes and
contentions, which beset one on every side, is to drive the poor, weary
heart closer to Himself, as we often singLUKE XXIV.

" Close to Thee. close to Thee,
Close to Thee, close to Thee;
All along my pilgrim journey,
Saviour, let me walk with Thee."

May I, in these new pages, endeavour to recall scattered and bewildered minds from all beside, and to set before them an object
worthy-oh, how worthy! of their entire, constant, contin'ued adoration
and contemplation.
The diligent and prayerful student of the Word of God will observe
the prominence which that one blessed word" Himself" has all through
Scripture. When the Spirit of God would direct the mind to and fix
the thoughts on the Cross, that great judgment of sin, that complete
payment of all debt, it is by presenting Himself as in 1 Peter ii. 24,
" Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree . . . by
whose stripes ye are healed." Observe how the centre of it all is the
Lord JeSl1'l-" His own self," "His own body," "His stripes "-ab,
thank God, not another's, but His own! How sweet to the heart it is !
We find the same thing in Isaiah liii., where it is all " Him," "He,"
"His," and so, in this way, the Spirit of God concentrates the undivided and undistracted gaze of the soul on our Lord Himself as our
perfect Sacrifice.
Further, having finished the mighty work, having endured the cross,
and borne all the judgment, the Saviour rises from the dead: the grave
could not detain Him, He arose the Victor from the tomb; in due
season He presents Himself to His disciples; they, with blighted hopes
and shattered prospects, are terrified and afuighted at His presence;
all these hopes had been buried in the grave of their Lord, never, as they
thought, to rise again. We can understand then, when He appears,
the Firstborn from the dead, what fear and dismay fall upon them;
but see how He assures their troubled hearts. He presents Himself,
saying, "Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself" (Luke xxiv.
39), also verse 40, "He shewed them His hands and His feet," that is
still Himself, not a convincing proof of the great fact, not even a recalling to their minds that He had taught them these things, but that
.which was illore touching, more convincing, more affecting, even
Himself, "Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself!' How
blessed is all this !
But let us take a step further in 0UI meditation. In John xxi. w:e
have Peter restored and re-instated 'in his office; then the words of
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verse 19, " Follow Me." Peter beheld John following, and enquiring
as to John, receives from the Lord the reply, "What is that to thee,
follow thou Me." Thus here we see again how our blessed Master
desires that every heart should be engrossed with Himself.
Lastly, He has departed out of this world to the Father, and His
poor weak children are still left where their Lord is rejected and disowned; but the Comforter has comf', and dwelling in them testifies of
Himself, the absent one, thus oc.cupying their affections, and feeding
their hopes with Himself. "He shall testify of Me" (John xv. 26), and
thus, in kindred words of comfort, does the blessed Spirit console
hearts, even as he did thf' Thessalonian Church, in these words, "The
Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so
shall we ever be with the Lord." (1 Thes. iv. 16, 17). What a joyto
see our past Himself, our present Himself, our future Himself! Shall we
not earnestly pray that every object which the enemy would intrude
into the supreme place He Himself is alone worthy of in the affections
of His people, may be kept out. Of late, the Church has usurped the
place of Christ in this respect, and what a picture it presents as a rf'sult !
Verily the former days were better than these, when all the glory of the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the preciousness of His blood, and
the love of His heart occupied all the thoughts of His own. Oh, that
it were so now! Oh the blessedness of gazing on the dying Lamb of
Calvary, Himself, who is our Peace! Oh, the rest of lying in the
embrace of His love! Oh, the glory of seeing Him the risen One, our
Life-the glorified One, our Advocate-the coming One, our Hopf'.
Nothing is of any value that does not spring from personal love to,
and communion with, Himself. We may have Scripture at our finger
ends; we may be able to preach with remarkable fluency, which unpractised spirits may easily enough mistake for "power"; but oh !
if the heart is not drinking deeply at the fountain head-if not enlivened
and invigorated by the realization of the love of Himself, it will all
en9. in mere flash and smoke. Nothing can satisfy, short of abiding,
. real, deep, divinely inwrought communion with the blessed Lord and
Master Himself. Crotchets one despises, opinions one dreads, controversy one increasingly shrinks from, but oh ! for an enlarged vision of
His precious person, His work, His glory, and so to live and labour and
testify·for Himself.
" Oh to be but emptier, lowlier,
Mean, unnoticed, and unknown,
And to God a vessel holier,
Filled with Ohrist, and Ohrist alone I
Nought of earth to cloud the glory
Nought of self the light to dim,
Telling forth His wondrous story,
Emptied-to be filled with Him." *
• This article in booklet form is published by Alfred Holness, 13 and 14,
Paternoster Row. Prioe One Halfpenny, POlt Free, One Penny.
24 Oopies post
free, 1/-. 50 Oopies, 2/., 100 Oopies, 3/6, 500 Oopies. 15/-.
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NOTES OF A BIBLE READING ON KINGS VII. 50.
By REv. WILLIAM LUSH, RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD.
You cannot but have noticed, dear friends, how exact the Lord was
in the directions that He gave both for the Tabernacle and Temple
furniture, anll that as He always has a purpose in all His doings, so
He must have had a design, a special object, in this; and His great
design in both, it seems to me, was to point to Christ. Let us see if
we can trace this from the words I have read to you. I want
to draw you more and more closely to your Bibles, and as you read
them, looking to Him to open your understanding Whose office it is
to take of the things of Christ and show them to the soul. May you
see increasingly more of Him in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets,
and in the Psalms.
First, the "bowls," which is a word used interchangeably in the
English Bible with" basins," and first occurs in Exodus xii. 22, where
the basin was to hold the blood of the sacrificed lamb, and the blood
from this basin was to be sprinkled on the lintel and on the door-post
as a protection to the Israelites from the destruction of their firstborn ;
and those sacrificial bowls in Solomon's Temple were, I believe, to
set forth the fact that the only way of approach to God for a fallen
E!inner, so that he may find protection and blessing in the worship of
God, is through blood.
" Mercy through blood is all my plea,
o God be merciful to me."

Yes, my hearers, however vile, and wicked, and worldly, and unbelieving
a sinner may have been, the moment he is convinced by the Spirit
of bis state, and desires to come before God for pardon and for peace,
the way of access is open through the precious blood of Christ-the
blood that hides all our transgressions from view. And when the
enemy of our souls would keep such an one from the throne of grace,
suggesting what a mockery to draw nigh to God, there is the answer
which God has provided-my approach to Him is under the protection
of that precious blood that cleanseth from all sin.
"The snuffers." God will have the light shine brightly in His
Temple service, becaus.e it points to Christ and His people. "I am
the Light of the world." "Ye are the light of the world"; hence
all snuff of Popish error, free-will error, and everything that comes
between the sinner and the Saviour, that is, everything of man, must
be snuffed off, that so he who was some time darkness may walk in
the light as a child of light in the Lord.
" And the basins." If you look into Numbers vii. 13, 19, remembering, as 1. said, that" basins" and" bowls" are used interchangeably
in our English Version, you will see what these were for. They were
offerings presented at the dedication of the Tabernacle for holding
fine flour mingled with oil. Now if you look into the 1st chapter of
Leviticus you will read of the holocaust, or whole burnt offering,
because it was all burnt upon the altar, representing and setting forth
the perfect devotedness of the Lord Jesus Christ, ~ho was" an offering
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and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour" (Eph. v. 2);
but in the 2nd chapter of Leviticus you read of the meat offering,
composed of the finest flour, without one particle. of husk in it,
representing the perfect character of thl' Lord Jesus Christ, as contrasted
with all the husk we find in our characters. Now you will see that
some of this might be eaten by the priest, teaching us that we are to
feed on the perfect character of Christ as that which, being a savour
of rest unto Jehovah in connection with the burnt offering, can alone
bring us rest; for if we begin to seek rest in anything within ourselves,
or in anything wrought by us, we shall see, even in the brightest
characters, so much of husk as to constrain us to say of ourselves and
others that :" Our best is stain'd and dr,ed with sin,
Our all iA nothing worth. '

" And the spoons and the censers." If you turn to Numbers vii. 20,
you will find these spoons were for incense, and the censers were to
hold the burning coal taken from the altar, in which this incense was
to be poured. Now the burning coal, apart from the altar, represents
the claims of God's holiness, but the burning coal taken from the altarthe place of sacrifice-represents the claims of God's holiness met;
read carefully Isaiah chap. vi. And when the incense was poured on
this it set forth the fragrance of Christ's intercession, founded on that
finished work which met and satisfied all the claims of law and justice
for a poor helpless sinner, so that the Father still looks on His beloved
Son, and says, "In whom I am well pleased." Look to Him! hear
Him! Note all these vessels that we have been speaking of were to be
of pure gold, which, because of its preciousness, both in the Tabernacle
and Temple, sets forth the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The last thing is " the hinges." These also were to be of gold, and,
being the support of the door, are not to be overlooked. Now take
two things spoken of as a door in Scripture: (1) Christ-" I am the
Door" (John x. 9); (2) The Gospel (Acts xiv. 27)-" The door of
faith opened to the Gentiles." Mark, the doors of the Temple
were to be made of "sweet-scented fir wood" (1 Kings vi. 34). How
sweet is Christ and His Gospel!
"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer'S ear.

But whilst it is very sweet, in connection with the :fir wood, to find the
Man, Christ Jesus, able to sympathize as bone of our bone and flesh
of our flesh, there must be support to this, signified by the golden
hinges, setting Him forth as God over all, blessed for evermore.
And these hinges are not only fixed to the door, but to the door-posts,
and these are significantly ordered to be made of olive wood (1 Kings
vi. 33), from which the oil is derived which sets forth the anointing
of God the Holy Ghost-so closely are Christ and the Holy Spirit
linked together in their work. Take away the thought that the doors
were folding doors, that could be opened not only easily, but wider
and wider, so that" anointed with fresh oil" we may understand
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more and more of God's revealed truth. And yet with it all we see
now but through a glass, darkly; but we see, if it be only " men as
trees walking," enough to feel :" If such the sweetness of the stream,

What must the Fountain be,
Where saints and angels draw their bliss
Immediately from Thee? "

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE Annual Sermon, by the Rev. James Ormiston, in St. Stephen's
Church, Coleman Street, was delivered in the presence of a large congregation, including several members of the Committee and the society's
Lady Visitors. The text of the discourse was J ames ii. 5, and a report
appears elsewhere in the Magazine. Not a few warmly expressed the
pleasure and profit with which they had listened to such a spiritual
and faithful testimony. The Rector conducted the first part of the
service, and many friends lingered to exchange greetings with the
beloved preacher.
On June 8, the Camberwell Asylum Anniversary was held. The
Rev. O. S. Dolbey preached in the afternoon, and in the evening the
Mayor of Croydon presided over a large assembly, when addresses were
given by the Revs. F. C. Lovely, E. White, and O. S. Dolbey, and
secretary. Mr. A. Dodgshun, of Port Vale Chapel, Hertford, opened the
meeting with prayer. The collections were liberal.
The Hornsey Rise Asylum Anniversary will (D. v.) be held at the
Asylum on Friday, July 7. At 3 o'clock the Rev. W. Lush, Rector of
Stretton, will preach, and at 6.45 the Rev. E. Cau, of Bath. The
Sale of Work, by the Lady Visitors, will open at 2 o'clock. Tickets for
Tea in the Hall, Is. each. Friends are earnestly invited. The grounds
are looking their best, and a·warm welcome will be given to all visitors.
The new Quarterly Record contains a portrait and biographical sketch
of the late Mr. Samuel Sharp, together with various interesting articles,
and an illustration of the Sale of Work at Hornsey Rise' Asylum.
Copies will be gladly sent to friends willing to circulate them among
non-subscribers.
The Society's Centenary Year will dawn in 1907, and it has been
proposed to raise (D. v.) a Million Shilling Fund in commemoration of
this event. Receipt books for 20, 50, and 100 shillings will be sent
on application, and it is hoped thus to obtain a substantial sum, which
will provide the help so urgently needed, no less than 1679 pensioners
being on the books, and £43 daily expended.
Lists of successful candidates at recent elections at Cannon St. Hotel,
to the £10 lOs. pension, and the Camberwell Asylum, can be obtained
at the office. Mr. A. Boulden presided, and many friends attended.
The new Annual Report is on the eve of publication, and is interesting
~nd valuable from many points of view. The help of friends in circulating it will be gratefully appreciated.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE Marriage of Princess Margaret of Connaught to Prince Gustavus
Adolphus of Sweden and Norway, took place on Thursday, June 15th,
in St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle. The Archbishop of Canterbury,
assisted by the Bishop of Oxford, conducted the marriage service, and
delivered the address to the newly-married pair at its conclusion.
At the date of our writing there appears reasonable prospect that a
meeting will be held at Washington between plenipotentiaries chosen
by Russia and Japan with a view of settling peace. We are
confident that the earnest prayers of all Christian people will ascend
to Him Who "maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth."
that peace in the Far East may be lastingly settled on principles of
righteousness, and that-the providential outcome of the terrible conflict
may make for the furtherance of the spiritual kingdom of Christ.
The Rev. Ernest E. Lilley, Immigration Chaplain to the Port of
Capetown, writes to the Record from St. Barnabas's Rectory, Capetown,
as follows: "I should be very glad if the clergy in Great Britain who
know of any young people who are leaving home for the Colonies would
kindly send me their names, so that I may meet them on their arrival
at Capetown. I have lately come out from England to take up the
new post of Chaplain to the Immigrants at the Port of Capetown, and
the position is becoming recognized by the authorities out here. My
work at the docks consists of meeting and boarding all steamers as they
arrive, and seeking out those in any class who have no lodgings to go
to, and also in giving letters of introduction to the clergy to those who
are proceeding up country. Gradually I am compiling a list of good
boarding-houses where young men or women can be well cared for
during their stay in Capetown. At present the work, of course, is in a
very elementary stage, but I hope gradually to obtain funds to enable
me to have a sort of hostel at the docks itself, where the Chaplain can
be always seen.
THE Bishop of Sodor and Man (Dr. Straton) delivered an excellent
charge to his clergy last month. It was remarkable for its Evangelical
and Protestant- character, which is more than can now-a-days be
said for the pronouncements of our Bishops.
The Lord Mayor presided last month at the Mansion House at the
Annual Meeting of the Christian Literature Society for China. The
Report (presented by the Rev. J. Cumming Brown, the Secretary)
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explained the purposes of the Society, and gave an encouraging account
of the work already accomplished through its efforts. The Lord Mayor
expressed himself as pleased with the Report, which he described as
being of a satisfactory character. Tbe financial statement showed a
small balance in hand, though urgent appeal was made for increased
income, in order that a larger and much-needed work might be done.
The Rev. Dr. Timothy Richard gave an able account of the Society's
operations since its inception, and also of China's gradual awakening
from a civilization point of view. Dr. Richard was optimistic in his
view as to China's future, and thought that one of the very best means
of helping China onward was good and Christian literature. Judge
Bompas spoke of the work of the Society as of immense importance,
and Sir Thomas Jackson also highly commended it and its work.
Bishop Cassels and Bishop Ingham took part in the meeting.
The Annual Meeting of the Palestine and Lebanon Nurses' Mission
(which is a foreign branch of Mrs. Meredith's institutions) was lately
held in Exeter Hall. The Report of the work done by the Medical
Mission at Baakleen during the year 1904 was read by Mr. J. W. Peake
(Hon. Treasurer). It spoke of encouraging progress in spiritual work
amongst the Druses; of the number also of attendances at the dispensary and hospital having been well kept up, in spite of the enforced
absence of the doctor for some time through illness. The work among
the children gives much cause for encouragement; they are apt
recipients of the Word of God, which they readily commit to memory,
and this seed is sown day by day by one of the Mission workers, in the
full faith that some day it will spring up and bear fruit an hundredfold.
The need of a men's ward in the hospital has long been felt by those
working in the Mission. It has been decided to turn the present
dispensary into a ward for men, and to build a new dispensary near the
hospital. The Rev. F. Paynter, who presided, spoke of the value of
the native doctor, who is a baptized convert of the Mission, and who
resists the temptation of some doctors to put the needs of the body
before those of the soul. Rising above this, Dr. Ali puts spiritual
ma-tters first. Miss Lloyd (Hon. Secretary) said the value of Medical
Missions cannot be over-estimated; there are all too few of them in the
Mission field; they have the advantage of touching men, women, and
especially children, by their ministrations. She mentioned the great
need of supporting those working abroad by earnest prayer at home.
Though there is another Medical Mission in the Lebanon, there is ~ut
this one especially for the Druses in the north of the land. They are a
warlike people, and not submissive to their conquerors, as are the
Armenians. The Mission is urgently in need of funds, and contributors
were asked to send their donations to the Hon. Secretary or Hon.
Treasurer, at the office of the Mission, 22, Albert Square, Clapham
Road, S.W.
Speeches condemnatory of the practice of vivisection were made at
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the annual meeting of the Parliamentary Association for the Abolition
of Vivisection held last month at the Westminster Palace Hotel.
Colonel Sandys, M.P., took the chair, supported by Major-General
Sir Allied Turner, Mr. Robert Cameron, M.P., and Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji. The Chairman referred to the fact that in 1904 there were
no fewer than 32,562 more experiments on living animals than there
were in 1903. This was a figUre which represented an incalculable
amount of suffering inflicted on helpless creatures. Still the feeling
for the suppression of vivisection was not weakening but strengthening.
He advised all who disapproved of vivisection to make it a test at the
election of county and borough councillors. Mrs. Despard said they
wanted to secure that cruelty in the so-called physiological laboratories
should be treated in the same way as if it occurred in the street. Mr.
J. F. Green advocated the total abolition of vivisection as being the
only way to put a stop to the needless torture of animals. He asserted
that surgeons who practised vivisection were experimenting also
on human subjects in our hospitals. Major-General Sir Alfred
Turner said he did not believe that medical science gained a jot by
this revolting practice, and if it did, the knowledge so acquired was of
that sort that we were far better without. A resolution pledging
those present to support the objects of the Association was agreed to.

In view of the appeal which has gone forth from a Meeting held in
London recently, the Church Association thinks that "the public
ought to know that the appeal is not for the Church of England at all,
but for the' Church of the Province of South Africa.' That Church
is steeped in Ritualism. Out of its ten Bishops six belong to either the
English Church Union or the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament,
or to both. There are 124 of its clergy who belong to one or other of
these Societies, extreme practices abound in its churches, and the
, Church of the Province of South Africa' has cut itself loose from the
Church of England, refusing to be bound by the decisions of its Supreme
Ecclesiastical Court. The Church Association suggests that Evangelical Churchmen in this country should reserve their contributions
for the support of Protestant clergyman in places like Johannesburg,
where, until quite lately, Church of England people had no Protestant
place of worship whatever to attend.

OH, "Thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth." Thou
art indeed the" mountain of light" amidst Thy church. Let us feel
Thy divine rays within. Let Thy power roll back the clouds of doubts
and fears, and let the serenity of peace in Thee and with Thee be
enjoyed. It is sweet to look up aIj.d think of Thee as within the veil
for us-the Forerunner, the First-fruit, the Finisher, the Saviour, the
Divine Sympathizer.-G. Cowe1l.
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

THE MIRACLES OF JESUS. By EDWARD CARR, Minister of Providence
Chapel, Bath; Author of "Streams from the Fountain," etc.
London: Farncombe & Son, 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate
Circus, E. C. Price Is. 6d., cloth plain; 2s. 6d. cloth gilt; postage
3d. extra.)
Anything from the pen of our much esteemed brother and fellow
writer in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, the author of this volume, may be
unreservedly relied upon as sound in Scriptural doctrine, helpful in
spiritual experience, and eminently calculated to promote the kingdom
of Christ. There are in this well-printed book thirty-three chapters,
devoted to spiritual and edifying contemplation, the substance of
which was originally published in the " Friendly Companion" a few
years since. The tone and drift of the book come as a refreshing
zephyr to our souls at a time when the arid atmosphere of modern
Biblical criticism tends to wither up heavenly-mindedness and growth
in a knowledge of the things of God. We cordially endorse these
edifying expositions.
STREAMS FROM THE FOUNTAIN; OR, FLOWINGS OF THE WORD OF LIFE
FOR THIRSTY SOULS. By EDWARD CARR, Pastor of Providence
Chapel, Bath. (London: E. Wilrnhurst, 23, Warwick I~ane, E.C. ;
and Farncombe & Son, 76,Southbridge Road, Croydon. Price
Is. 6d. cloth; postage 3d.)
It is sometimes objected against the more faithful preachers of the
doctrines of the sovereign exercise of God's saving grace that they lack
tenderness and love in their presentation of the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The volume before us, from the pen of an uncompromising testifier of the one way of salvation, is a practical and convincing
reply to any such charge. We earnestly hope that our readers, who
own themselves debtors to mercy alone, will do their utmost to further
the circlllation of Mr. Carr's spiritual reflections on the streams of
Covenant truth flowing from the Christ of God.
THERE are two rooms in the chambers where God brings His people,
as He says, "Come, My people, enter into your chambers." These are
the two rooms in the spiritual chambers-the room of self-abhorrence,
and the room of admiration of Jesus; the room of humility, and the
room of exaltation; the room of poverty, and the room of riches;
the room of beggary on our part, and the room of wealth in Him;
the room where all that the creature has is felt to be a blank, anq the
room where all that Jesus gives him, and all that Jesus has, is seen to
be the source of eternal bliss and happiness. And just in proportion
as we are let down into the one, we are led up into the other. And
just as much as we know spiritually, experimentally, and vitally of
the one as "having nothing," just so much shall we know spiritually,
experimentally, and vitally of the other to "possess all things."--,J. C. Philpot.

