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THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE.
" But by the grace of God I am what I am."-l COR. xv. 10.

THE APOSTLE PAUL considered himself the most eminent of all
examples of the actings of the absolute grace of GoD. Throughout
his inspired writings he magnifies the sovereign nature of Divine
grace, and refers to his own remarkable experience as an illustration
of its power and effects. Grace is the free favour and mercy of
JEHOVAH-FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOST-whereby He saves
sinners eternally without any merits, deserts, or works of their
own, and that according to the good pleasure of His own will.
Grace is the sole and efficient cause of salvation. The written
Word is the revelation of that grace-GoD's own revelation of
it. Consequently, the holy doctrines of grace do not commend
themselves to the proud reason of the natural man. They exclude
every form 0'£ fleshly boasting. They cut down to the quick all
creature self-sufficiency. They account the best works of the
flesh as nothing other than "filthy rags," wherein the guilty
sinner dare not appear in the presence of a just and holy GOD.
They strip off to the last shred the robe of natural religion in
which the formalist ignorantly wraps himself. They convince the
enlightened conscience that salvation is wholly "of the LORD,"
alike in its origination, procurement, execution, application, and
eternal results.
25
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The gracious purposes of JEHOVAH'S heart anticipated the fall
of man, and provided to meet every moral and spiritual evil
resulting therefrom, so far as the interests of the objects of His
everlasting love were concerned. The objects of that eternal
love were set apart in the Covenant plan of the MOST HIGH to
become " a people of possession " for His praise and glorya people who, "in the ages to come, should show the exceeding
riches of His grace in His kindness " toward them through CHRIST
JESUS. As the apostle, writing to the Thessalonians, says: "But
we are bound to give thanks alway to GOD for you, brethren,
beloved of the Lord, because GOD hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation, through sanctification of the SPIRIT and belief
of the truth " (2 Thess. n. 13). Those chosen in CHRIST and
" set apart" by sovereign choice to be heirs of salvation are all
effectually quickened and called by the HOLY GHOST. "Yea,
saith the LORD, I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee" (Jer. xx..x:i. 3). And,
oh, how graciously tender are the "drawings" of His mercy in
the day of His power! Burdened and sin-sick souls willingly
respond to the whispers of the blessed REDEEMER'S lips: "Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest" (Matt. xi. 28). Omnipotence indeed underlies the
divine "drawings" of GOD'S sovereign grace, yet the coming
sinner, constrained by the SPIRIT under a painful sense of need, and
believingly beholding in JESUS the way to GOD, comes with
gladness, and is but little sensible that he is "sweetly forced"
to enter the fold. That passage in the Epistle to the Hebrews
which says: "Seeing therefore it remaineth that some mu,';t enter
therein," forcibly illustrates this experimental truth. Some must
enter! These do not, like some others, dispute the total corruption
of the flesh, or the inherent impotence of man to do any good
thing. They feelingly know themselves to be "sold under sin,"
as did SAUL of Tarsus, when grace revealed to him the reality of
his condition as a child of fallen ADA~I. Such" enter in," and
presently they come to understand, under the teaching of the
HOLY SPIRIT, that for this wondrous mercy they are debtors to
the choosing love of GOD-to a love which appropriated them
for its own even when they lay dead in trespasses and sins! They
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learn the secret of that great truth of GOD, "We love Him, because
He first loved us" (1 John iv. 19). Very early in his spiritual
life was the truth of the electing love of GOD communicated to
him whose confession stands at the head of this" Family Portion."
PAUL was, spiritually speaking, but three days old, and was under
deep conviction of sin, when ANANIAS brought to him the good
tidings: "The GOD of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou
shouldest know His will, and see that JUST ONE, and shouldest
hear the voice of His mouth" (Acts xxii. 14). This precious
truth, that it is absolutely on the ground of GOD'S free choice of
His people that they inherit salvation and "the things that
accompany salvation," occupies a prominent place in the inspired
writings of the Apostle PAUL. He had experienced its power and
preciousness in the days of his spiritual infancy, and his indebtedness to it became to him an ever-increasing reality as years ripened
his knowledge and qnickened his understanding in the things of
the GOD of all grace. And in this he did but follow in "the
footsteps of the flock."
It is well that the hearts of GOD'S people should be firmly
established in this great truth of electing love, and should enjoy
to the full its sweet consolations. The Apostle PETER, recognizing
this, urged upon those who, in his day, had "obtained precious
faith," to "give diligence to make their calling and election
sure" (2 Pet. i. 10). The inspired order in which" calling" and
" election" are here alluded to is instructive, for many dear
believers reverse the mention of those divine acts. They seem
to think that because GOD first elected and then called them, their
experimental enquiry should follow the same order, overlooking the
important point that GOD'S secret election can be known only by
personal calling. None but such as are called to repentance and
the knowledge of the LORD JESUS CHRIST by faith are among
J EHOVAH'S manifestly chosen people. If, therefore, there be
found a broken heart and a contrite spirit, if JESUS be personally
precious to the soul, if His blood and righteousness be the
alone plea for forgiveness, and the only warrant for an appeal for
salvation, there is Scripturally granted the evidence of the
HOLY SPIRIT'S "calling," and consequently the proof of
the "election" of the FATHER. The experimental work of the
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HOLY SPIRIT seals and gives effect to the decree of election in the
case of every GOD-beloved sinner.
The special redemption of the Church of God, and of each member
of Christ's mystical body in particular, is very clearly revealed
in the Scriptures of Truth. That" CHRIST loved the Church, and
gave Himself for it," is an incontrovertible fact which lies at the
base of the whole scheme of GOD'S Covenant salvation. "CHRIST
is the HEAD of the Church; and He is the SAVIOUR of the body"
(Eph. v. 23), declares the inspired PAUL. And then he proceeds
to glory in the sovereign grace which makes those precious truths
personal in their application to himself. "I am crucified with
CHRIST: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but CHRIST liveth in me :
and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of
the SON of GOD, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me " (Gal.
ii. 20). He loved me! How distinctly individual is this reference
to the redeeming love of the LORD JESUS CHRIST! He gave Himself-and not another-for me! Faith enables a convinced sinner
to number himself with the "transgressors" with whom CHRIS'!
was "numbered" !CHRIST died for the "ungodly," and an
enlightened and convicted conscience recognizes in the "floods of
ungodliness," which often overwhelm the soul, the very condition
and character of those for whom He gave Himself as an all-atoning
sacrifice. The redemption work of the blessed SON of GOD was
not an experiment, the effect of which was conditional and
contingent. JESUS exhausted the full penalty of divine wrath
due to the guilt legally imputed to His representative and substitutional person: " Who His own self bore our sins in His own
body on the tree" (1 Pet. ii. 24). Now, if so, He made" an end
of sins" (Dan. ix. 24). "It is finished" was His expiring cry.
His resurrection from the penal death of the cross attested the
FATHER'S acceptance of His meritorious offering. " CHRIST also
hath loved uS, and hath given Himself for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to GOD for a sweet-smelling savour" (Eph. v. 2). Surely,
if the ransom CHRIST penally paid for His people was accepted
by infinite justice, the redemption of the CHuRCH of the elect is
perfected. A redemption that does not absolutely redeem is not
perfect redemption, an atonement that does not absolutely atone
is not perfect atonement. But, it is written in GOD'S own hand-
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writing: "For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified" (Heb. x. 14). So that the humblest believer
in the LORD JESUS CHRIST has a divine warrant to conclude :"Payment He will not twice demandFirst at my dying SURETY'S hand,
And then again at mine! "
All sinners on whom the grace of repentance for sin is conferred
by JEHOVAH are certified of the grant of forgiveness also. This
great truth leads us to consider the next of the precious" Doctrines
of Grace," namely, the HOLY SPIRIT'S Efficacious Calling unto
salvation of the fallen, chosen, redeemed people of GOD. " Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called" (Rom. viii.
30). These two blessed realities no man can put asunder. They
are joined together in eternal oneness. SATAN cannot undo it.
The world is impotent to undo it. The doubts and fears of the
little ones in the flock of CHRIST cannot undo it. The calling of
a GOD-loved and GOD-chosen sinner is the sovereign work of the
SPIRIT, Who applies to him the redemption purchased by CHRIST,
working faith in the heart and uniting him to the risen ONE in
ties of everlasting life. This experimental operation of the SPIRIT
is indispensable and always effectual. When the SPIRIT works
in a redeemed sinner He quickens him. That is His first powerful
operation. It is a sovereign act. "Of His own will begat He
us" (James i. 18), and the instrument He employs is "the Word
of Truth." He thereby convinces of sin, and reveals CHRIST unto
faith. By that precious faith experimental union with the LORD
JESUS is effected-a living uuion such as subsists between a vine
and its branches. The Scriptures teach that this union is essential
in its nature. The believer is a "new creature" in CHRIsT-a
new creation. Regeneration is not the conversion of the natural
man into something spiritual, but the making of a "new man."
The" old Adam" remains unchanged, for it is unchangeable. " The
flesh profiteth nothing." Believers are spoken of in the Word
of God as "partakers of the Divine Nature" (2 Pet. i. 4). This
new creation manifests itself according to Him Who effects it.
"The fruit of the SPIRIT" is the evidence 6f the new birth,
for an evil tree cannot bring forth good fruit. Those who
by grace are "partakers of the Divine Nature" are also
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"partakers of God's holiness" (Heb. xii. 10). " Without
holiness no man shall see the Lord" (Heb. xii. 14). The HOLY
SPIRIT indwells the hearts of His quickened subjects, bears witness
with their spirits that they a~e the children of GOD, and guides
them into all truth. How clearly did the Apostle PAUL trace
this knowledge of salvation to its true source! "It pleased
GOD, Who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me
by His grace, to reveal His SON in me" (Gal. i. 15, 16). His first
birth and his second birth he attributes alike to the "pleasure"
" of GOD. In both he himself was a passive subject. In both GOD
was the free and sovereign Maker. "It is GOD which worketh·
both to will and to do of His good pleasure" (Phil. il. 13).
And lastly, the final preservation of all believers in CHRIST is
one of the most precious, blessed, and consolatory of all the
revealed doctrines of divine grace. The Apostle PAUL boldly
preached .this most certain doctrine, and likewise fed upon it in
his own soul's experience. He lays down the doctrine very
confidently when, writing to believers at Philippi, he says: "Being
confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good
work'in you will perform [margin, finish] it until the day of JESUS
CHRIST" (Phil. i. 6). And as to its reference to himself, he speaks
with like aSsurance: "Nevertheless, I am not ashamed: for I
know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able
to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day"
(1 Tim. i. 12). The immutability of GOD'S love towards His
redeemed people secures them from finally falling from Him, and
from becoming the prey of the devil. "For I am J EHOVAH, I
change not; therefore ye sons of J AOOB are not consumed"
(Mal. iil. 6). " Who shall separate us from the love of CHRIST? "
(Rom. viii. 35.) The sworn promises of GOD in the Scriptures
secure His elect Church from the possibility of falling away from
grace (Heb. vi. 16-20). The provisions of the everlasting Covenant
in CHRIST secure every-even the weakest-believer from forfeiting
his inheritance in hea.ven. "And I will make an everlasting
Covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them to do
them good; but I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall
not depart from Me" (Jer. xxxii. 40). What grace would there
be in that Covenant if it did not absolutely secure from eternal
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wrath and perdition ~ Again, the merits and intercession of
CHRIST are alone sufficient to preserve unto eternal glory those
whom the FATHER always loved, those whom the SON redeemed,
and those whom the HOLY GHOST regenerated, new-created, and
sealed!
On the other hand, the dear children of GOD are liable to
grievous departures from light and knowledge. Many instances
of this are recorded, as painful warnings, in the written Word,
and they show how severely such sins are visited with the rod and
scourge of paternal chastisement and faithful discipline. The
revealed doctrine of final preservation, so far from affording
encouragement to lax, prayerless, unwatchful living, supplies
powerful incentives to personal holiness, humility, and distrust
of self. As some one has well said: "Every real believer, the
more he is convinced of the love of GOD to his soul, and the more
he feels the love of GOD shed abroad in his heart, will be the more
zealous to promote the honour of that grace which he experiences."
In the sixth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans the ignorant
objection of some people to the precious Doctrines of Grace, that
they tend to unholiness, is refuted by the SPIRIT of TRUTH, speaking
through the Apostle PAUL. Once for all, the GREAT SHEPHERD
of the sheep, with the full authority of His mediatorial office, has
declared: "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they
follow Me : and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand" (John
x. 27, 28).
" Hallelujah! who shall part
Christ's own Church from Christ's own heart 1
Sever from the Saviour's side
Souls for whom the Saviour died 1
Cast one precious jewel down
From Emmanuel's blood-bought crown 1
" Hallelujah! shall the sword
Part us from our glorious Lord 1
Trouble dire or dark disgrace
From His heart our names erase 1
Famine, nakedness, or hate,
Us from Jesus separate 1
" Hallelujah! life nor death,
Powers above, nor powers beneath,
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Satan's might, nor hell's dark gloom,
Things which are, nor things to come,
Men nor angels, e'er shall part
Christ's own Church from Christ's own heart! "

So that the feeblest member in CHRIST'S mystical body, and
the neediest dependant on the GOD of salvation for a crumb of
mercy and free grace falling-" of purpose""-from His Covenant
table, may well take courage, patiently endure, and hold on even
unto the end.
"How safe are all the chosen race,
Preserved in Christ their Head,
Before He calls them by His grace,
And after calling led.
" Preserved in Christ, and taught to love
His Name, His saints, His Word:
Preserved to gain a throne above,
And praise and love the Lord.
" Preserved when earth and hell oppose,
Preserved in life and death,
Preserved when wrath destroys their foes,
And victory crowns their faith.
" Preserved midst Satan's fiery darts,
Through all this wilderness:
Preserved from vile, depraved hearts,
For everlasting bliss."
The "Doctrines of Grace," then, are the very marrow of the
Gospel. They contain the substance and essence of that "great
salvation" which the angels adoringly "desire to look into,"
as the Apostle PETER speaks. They embody the reality of
JEHOVAH'S profoundest "thoughts" and "counsels," and
consequently eternity itself will not exhaust their depths, and
heights, and lengths, and breadths. Oh, for abounding grace to
magnify the love which never had a beginning, which was freely
set upon hateful sinners, and which nothing throughout time and
eternity can possibly divert from its elected, redeemed, called,
and preserved objects! "Behold, what manner of love the
FATHER hath bestowed upon us, that WE should be called the
SONS of GOD" ! (1 John iii. 1).
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" Loved with love from everlasting,
Lord, Thy Church must rest secure;
Bought with blood, by grace now quickened;
Their eternal peace is sure.
Happy people,
Loved, and bought, and called by grace.
" Yet, amidst a world of follies,
With a nature vile and base,
Oft assailed by fierce temptations,
How we need Thy mighty grace!
Dangers threaten,
Lord, uphold us in Thy fear.

•

" Never safe but when protected
By Thy providence and love;
Leave us not, but daily keep us,
Till we see Thy face above.
Keep us, Jesus,
As the apple of Thine eye.
" Keep us, Lord, from hard presumption,
Keep us, too, from unbelief ;
When assailed by dark temptation,
Send us succour and relief.
Keep, 0 keep us,
Till our pilgrimage be o'er.
"Keep us that our lives may praise Thee.
Mav we live to honour Thee;
And, when called to pass the river,
May we then Thy presence see.
Jesus, keep us,
Till in heaven we sing Thy grace! "
THE EDITOR.

THERE is a power in the Word of God which no other book possesses.
However wicked men may cavil at it, deny it or despise it, there is in
the Bible a force, and a point, and a heart-application, which throws
all other writings into the shade. Whensoever and wheresoever God
the Holy Ghost takes of His own Word and reads it into the heart, it
is attended with conviction, or comfort, or consolation, which proves
it to be none other than the Word of God. Hence, when you find men
disputing or denying the Bible, it at once proves their lack of its heartapplication,. for none who have felt its power, as God the Holy Ghost
causes them to feel it, can for a moment doubt either its inspiration
or infallibility.-The late Dr. Doudney.
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FRAILTIES.
•

" He remerl1hereth that we are dust."-Ps. ciii. 14; GEN. iii. 19.

SCRIVER, better known by his pen-name, "Gotthold,"
the devout author of The Emhlems : or, I nIJisihle Things understood by Things that are Made, who was born at Rendsburg, in
1629, has the following meditation (No. cxii.) which bears on the
subject of the present" Note." "A good man," he writes, "was
complaining of his many frailties. I am, he said, like a child,
who this moment gives, and the next takes back the gift. In
my intentions I give liberally to my God, but I soon re-claim all
that I have given. When He alarms and corrects me, I make
Him plenty of promises; but, alas, they are soon forgotten, and
seldom kept. Hereupon his eyes filled with tears. Well, said
, Gotthold,' if it be true that you are like a child, it is a.lso true
that God likens Himself to a father who pitieth his children
(Ps. ciii. 13). For my part, I never either saw or heard of a father
who, for a few faults or shortcomings, drove his child from home,
drowned him in a river, or cast him into the fire. Without
patience on a father's part, and a large measure of pity, it is
impossible to train a child, and rear him to manhood; and unless
God overlook many faults, and exercise great compassion towards
us, not one of us will ever enter heaven. Or, do we men who are
evil, suppose that we can possibly be more patient than the gracious
and longsuffering God 1 The moon, even at the brightest, is not
",ithout spots; and just as little is the Christian, even in his best
moments, without sins. He, it is true, has forsaken his sins, but
then his sins have not forsaken him! Recollect that you are
under the eye and disipline of a kind and gracious God, Who
knoweth our frame, and Whose wisdom and goodness shine most
conspicuously in the fatherly longsuffering and forbearance with
which He treats the frailties of His saints, and renders even these
subservient to their welfare. Above all, however, forget not to
look to the crucified Jesus, and to His sacred blood and merits.
CHRISTIAN
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You are not the man to stand before God in your own strength;
Christ must be in you, and you in Christ."
Both the physical and moral infirmities of His dear children are
constantly the lovingly tender concern of their Father in heaven.
It is very beautiful to note that He has chosen to speak of them
frequently in His Word as " children "-" little children "-" dear
children "-" babes." It shows His paternal knowledge of their
condition-how weak they are, how dependent on Himself. It
also proves that He is mindful of His own relationship to themwith its various obligations. Oh, how sensible is He of the offices
of a father !-especially of a father whose little ones are all sickly
and helpless! There is, indeed, not one among all the family and
household of faith who is not, by nature, "without strength,"
and" ready to perish." They all are cast upon Him from their
birth-their new birth-and can absolutely do nothing for themselves. They are a feeble·minded, faint-hearted folk-lame and
halting, and" hardly bestead." But" their Redeemer is mighty."
Their Father has laid help for them upon One Who is omnipotent.
They are in themselves but fragile "earthen vessels," yet, as
"vessels of mercy" they contain the treasures of God and the
riches of Christ. The world may esteem them but "worms,"
and they may be nothing more dignified in their own sight, yet
they are condescendingly and lovingly acknowledged by the Most
High, and the meanest of them all comes inside the compass of
the divine "Fear not "-" Fear not, thou worm J acob" (Isa.
xli. 14} Even the day of their "small things" is the Lord's
day. They are affectionately spoken of by Jacob's God as His
"lambs," and " doves"--significant of their frailties and defencelessness-but the lambs are carried in the bosom of the great
Shepherd of the redeemed flock, and the doves are provided with
" clefts" in the Rock of Ages, and "secret places of the stairs,"
where no unclean bird of prey can touch or menace them, nor any
weapon formed against them can prosper. Timid they are;
tremble they may; but J ehovah Himself is their defence, their
refuge, and their strong salvation.
"Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide,"
is their needy cry in the hour of conflict, temptation, and affliction;
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and as often as they ',make their appeal to the love of their
Redeemer they find Him to be their" present help." Is it, then,
anything strange that this poor, dependent, but divinely favoured
people should be as " men wondered at" ~ " Happy art thou, 0
Israel. Who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by Jehovah, the
Shield of thy help, and who is the Sword of thy excellency"
(Deut. xxxiii. 29).

J. O.

Clifton.

JUSTIFICATION-SANCTIFICATION-FAlTH.
" I TAKE the first two of these terms-justification and sanctification.
The things signified are joined together in the bonds of an indissoluble
matrimony; and those whom God hath joined, let not man put
asunder. But is it always fully known that they are nevertheless
distinguished, each from the other, by the demarcation of many and
essential differences ~ That justification is, if I may so speak, 'ab
extra,' sanctification 'ab intra' ~ Justification, the gracious act of
God the Father, by which He pronounces the' believer righteous
by virtue of the meritorious obedience of His Redeemer ~-sanc·
tification, the no less gracious operation of God the Holy Ghost,
by which He forms Christ, in all the comeliness of His image,
within that believer's bosom 1 Justification, perfect from the first
-sanctification, always progressive ~ Justification, in its completeness, the starting point-sanctification, in its fulness, the goal of
the Christian course ~ And so, the faith, by which alone the sinner
can apprehend Christ, either for justification, or for sanctification.
Is it always recognized as being nothing more, nothing less, than
a simple, a loving trust in the word of Him that cannot lie ~
'Nothing more '-so that no super-addition of prayers, and sacraments,
and works, is necessary to its saving efficacy; 'nothing less '-so
that no merely intellectual consent, no merely fruitless acquiescence
in revealed truth, can challenge that healing virt~e which belongs
ouly to a heaven-taught, a clinging recumbency on the infallible
testimony of Jehovah concerning His Son."-The late Bishop
W aldegrave.
GREAT measures of grace carry with them the greatest evidence of a
man's union and communion with God; and the more a man's union
and communion with God are evidenced, the more will the soul be
filled with that joy which is unspeakable and full of glory, and with
that comfort and peace which pass understanding. In great measures
of grace, as in a crystal glass, the soul sees the glorious face of God
shining and sparkling, and this fills the soul with joy.-Brooks.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Blessed are they tlw.t do His cl>mmandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates unto the city."
-REV. xxii. 14.
LAST month, our subject being somewhat lengthened out, we were
compelled to close, ere having considered the Tree of Life under more
than a few aspects. We endeavoured to view this wondrous subject
as the Tree of Life in the garden of Eden; the tree which made the
bitter waters of Marah sweet to the Israelites; the tree which was
ordained as the curse of God under Moses's law; and how each and all
set forth Jesus as the alone Tree of Life, the hope and sweetness of
His people. We return to our subject to find another reference in
Prov. xiii. 12. "Hope deferred maketh the heart sick, but when the
desire cometh it is a tree of life."
Was there not long-deferred hope in all the hearts of the Old
Testament saints for the Coming One 1 Light after light went out.
Jesus, for whom they looked and waited, had come not, and" these
all died, not having received the promises," although faith saw them
afar off, and "was persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims upon the earth."
He was always the Coming One, until" in the fulness of time, God
sent forth His Son," that promised, Coming One, of all ages, and
He came, the Anointed One, the Sent One, the Saviour, and the
Desire of their souls. The Desire of all nations was unto them the
" Tree of Life." Again, He is the" hope deferred," the Coming One
to our souls, even yours and mine, beloved; for" this same Jesus,
Who is taken up from you, shall in like manner come again," and we
are kept" looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing
of the great God and Saviour."
That is the centre of the believer's hope and expectation, that He
Who will come, will come and will not tarry, and for this the heart
is sick with long delayed hope; but the realization shall be " a tree
of life"! I take that to be the primary view, and others follow. Is
not our heart sick at the withdrawal of our Beloved 1 Not that He
ever does really withdraw, for He is immutably the same, and "no
change J ehovah knows." But we change; "He hideth His face,
and we are troubled," and our perceptions of Him alternate 'mid cloud
and sunshine, summer and winter, and when we, like Job, go here and
there and perceive Him not, it is as a land of great darkness and midnight to our souls. Yet, He is still the Coming One to our heartssomewhere deep down, hidden away, almost smothered by unbelief,
there is a little hope which will not give up looking for Him. " I
will look unto the Lord," said the divinely-inspired prophet Micah,
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" I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me,"
and sooner or later He fulfils His promise, "I will see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you."
Meanwhile, let us search our hearts, and try our ways, and see what
there is in us (for it is in us and not in Him), that has caused this
temporary eclipse of our sun, and we mourn it, as we say :" Dark and cheerless is the morn,
Unaccompanied by Thee;
Joyless is the day's return,
Till Thy mercy's beams I see;
Till they inward light impart,
Glad my eyes and warm my ·heart."

Again, we turn to Jeremiah xvii. 8, and find a tree there described
as being" planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by
the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be
green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall
cease from yielding fruit." Here is another of the varied experiences
in the life of the man of God called" blessed." Look well to it,
beloved, and see if your planting be by the waters, and not in the arid
desert. See to it, what influence your precious Gospel privileges
are to you, and what the Word of God is in you, searching, stimulating,
settling you; and what Jesus, the Wellspring of Life and the Eternal
Fountain of Living Waters, is to your souls. Are you realizing this
blessedness of being planted by the waters in Christ, your living Head,
and growing up into Him in all things" 1
"Each moment watered by Thy care,
And fenced with power Divine,
Fruit to eternal life shall bear
The feeblest branch of Thine."

Your planting is that ye may" bear much fruit" in Jesus your
Living Head, and that the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ may be
glorified in you, and ye in Him, according to the grace of our God and
the Lord Jesus Christ. He has planted you where He has, that
you may glorify Him, and that when He comes into His garden, He
may" eat His pleasant fruits."
Now we turn to the last book of the Bible; and to the last reference
to the Tree of Life, which is in the Paradise of God. Ab! how many
onslaughts have been made on this Tree, how many attacks of the
enemy, and still It lives on! The enemies of God have tried their
hardest, throughout all ages, in varied ways, to harm, to villify, to
uproot It. The" Scoffers" of the Apostle Peter's days; the" ungodly
men" of Jude's; all the errors and blasphemies of each succeeding
age, and in which our own is sadly implicated, continue to attack
either the doctrine of Christ or the Person of Christ, the error being
the same damnable heresy, though in their wiles and craftiness they
may change their tactics. But Satan outwits himself. All these
things shake not the believer's foundation, nay, they but drive him
nearer to the sacred Word, as he looks up with reverential love and
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childlike faith, and says, "For ever, 0 Lord, is Thy Word settled in
heaven." And faith's victory is sure in that precious promise,
" Nevertheless, the foundation of God standeth sure, having this sealthe Lord knoweth them that are His."
" And He Who hung upon the tree,
For guilt and woe to Bet me free,
Is like the plantain leaf to meTo Him my wounded soul repairs,
He knows my pains, and hears my prayers;
From Him, I virtue draw by faith,
Which saves me from the jaws of death;
From Him fresh life and strength I gain,
And Satan spends his rage in vain.
No secret arts or open force
Can rob me of this sure resource;
Though banish'd to some distant land,
My medicine would be still at hand.
Though foolish men its worth deny,
Experience gives them all the lie;
Though Deists and Socinian join,
Jesus still lives, and still is mine.
, Tis here the happy diff'rence lies,
My Saviour reigns above the skies,
Yet to my soul is always near,
For He is God, and everywhere;
His blood a sovereign balm is found
For every grief and every wound;
And sooner aU the hills shaU flee,
And hide themselves beneath the sea,
Or ocean, starting from its bed,
Rush o'er the cloud-topt mountain's head,
The sun, exhausted of its light,
Become the source of endless night,
And ruin spread from pole to pole,
Than Jesus fail the tempted soul."

Thus, then, is this healing tree, this Tree of Life to every branch,
even the feeblest, the tiniest tendril, the smallest bud; and the promise
is victory! "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God."
R.

"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY 1 "
" Then the word of the Lord came unto me."-JER. i. 4.

IT came to Jeremiah" from the Lord" (Jer, i. 4). We must carefully
distingnish what is the inspired Word of God in these days. "All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable" (2 Tim.
iii. 16). It was true of Jeremiah. We are able to assert that he was
dictated to by God to write his prophecies, for have they not been
literally fulfilled to the Jewish nation 1 There is no question but
that he was inspired, for who could foresee so many hundred years

•

400

The Gospel Magazine.

before it came to pass but God, the Omniscient God? The living
Word of God (only a dead letter to those who cavil at it) is capable
of literal, historical, and spiritual interpretation. When the Spirit
brings it home to the heart then it becomes the original language in
which it was first written, as Adolph Saphir says. There is a passage
in the book, A Thousand Miles of M irrw/e in Ohina, which just
illustrates this; it is a book of thrilling interest and answered prayer,
from which I give the following quotation: "I can never sufficiently
thank God that, when I received His Word, I received it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the Word of God, which effectually
worketh also in them that believe. Had my faith not been founded
upon that Rock before the flood arose, and the stream beat
vehemently upon it, in those awful weeks of the over-shadowing
presence of the king of terrors, I know that my reason must have
given way. It was, 'by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God,' as recorded in the Book of His inspiration, that I
and those with me lived then. Our mental and physical, as well
as our spiritual life, was supernaturally sustained by it. Through
the written Word laid up in our hearts, the Eternal Word manifested
to us both Himself and the Father. Jesus Himself drew near and
talked with us by the way; and the words that He spoke to us, they
were spirit and they were life. It was literally as though I heard His
living voice beside me. Now He was breathing in my ear, 'Fear
not them which kill the body, and after that have no more that they
can do; but fear Him which after He hath 1:illed hath power to cast
both soul and body into hell. Yea, I say unto you, Fear Him.' Then
He would speak in the word of the promise: 'When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou
shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame 1:indle upon thee.'
And I knew it for my Lord's own voice when the words echoed
within. 'Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou
shouldest see the glory of God?' 'Verily, verily, I say untO you,
if a man keep My saying, he shall never see death.' These passages
stand out with particular distinctness from amongst the many that
were borne in upon my heart that day. I rested my whole soul upon
the 'Verily, verily, I say unto thee,' of Him I knew to be the Truth,
and Whose 'saying' I had, in His strength, sincerely and earnestly
sought to 'keep,' and I relied upon Him to fulfil to me the promise,
, Thou shalt never see death '-' thou shalt see the glory of God.'
How graciously and abundantly He met my expectation! I proved
the literal truth of His words; for I bear record that He gave me
such a sight of the glory of God, as to eclipse the sight of death, and
to deliver me from all my fears."
.
It is ever so with the Lord's people. Fifty years ago the Lord
spake to the heart of one who had intently longed to hear His
voice in a time of great anxiety, her father being taken ill in
church on the Sunday morning. She went to her room on Tuesday
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morning, June 13th, 18540, to pray that he might be restored
to health, and a voice within her said, "Don't pray for his life,
he will not be restored, pray rather that you may know that he
is saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation." He was a
good father and friend to all his immediate connections. She
had been taught by the Spirit that that is not enough. "You must
be born again." With Esther's boldness she came to the throne of
grace, and her words were used as a plea (chap. viii. 6). Could He be
unmindful of her cry, Who had redeemed her from all iniquity 1 Then
the word came with power to her heart, like letters of golden light
to her view: "The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty;
He will save." She bowed her head and worshipped the Lord Who
had given her such a promise, henceforth waiting for the result. When
one nearly allied to himself came in to see him on Saturday morning,
she accosted him with the words. "You are very ill. Can you say' God
be merciful to me, a sirmer' "1 He replied, "I have uttered that cry
so many times to-day"; and the one to whom the promise was made
of his ultimate salvation turned aside to weep, and she felt that if
she had no other confirmation she would know he was· saved. But
she had abundant proof in his solicitude about his salvation. The
last night of his life he was permitted to say twice over, "This is a
faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sirmers, of whom I am chief." His last words
were, "Heavenly Father, pardon, pardon." These words died away
with his dying breath. Strength for the years to come were in the
dying assurance that the Lord had fulfilled the promise He gave her
that He would save.
The same word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord came also
unto the Rev. John Berridge, of Everton, when he was in difficulty
about a matter (Jer. xvi. I, 2). "It was a lamp to his feet and a
light to his path." It came also to me. It was first spoken to Cyrus
(Isa. xlv. 3), and fulfilled to me.
I realized last year that I was the only one of a family to possess
them, the things that were mapped before my mental view, as I
prayed fifty years ago; that is the case with the Word of God, it is
a living word now, as when it was spoken to the inspired men of God
who originally wrote it.
Some years ago I had arranged to take our children into the country;
then the word of the Lord came to me. I opened the Bible one
morning, and read 2 Chron. xxv. 19. My eyes rested on the words,
" Abide now at home." I looked to the other page, and read the
eighth verse, "But if thou wilt go, do it; be strong for the battle:
God shall make thee fall before the enemy: for God hath power to
help and to cast down." I could not go then, I deferred it; there
came a sudden heat, it was so hot we could not walk out in the day
time, even in the town. I deferred it a month. When I went the
first word that saluted me was, "I am glad you did not come in the
hot weather; there is no shade at all about this house; you could
26
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not have slept at night. I question if I could have waited upon you."
We had splendid harvest weather when we went; we had not
a drop of rain until we came home; and more than that, I escaped
an unpleasant visitor that I should have fallen in with had I gone
in the-hot weather. So the Lord makes it a living word to His
children. Doubtless, there are many more who can confirm this
testimony; it is a word in the hand of the Spirit to make it powerful
to the souls of His people.
That is why many people dream of free-will, because the Lord
applies the precepts of His Word with power to their hearts, constraining them to obey His precepts. Some of us have been well grounded
in the knowledge that this thorn hedge cannot produce a grape, nor
the thistle bring forth a fig.
We dare not cut them off who do not see as clearly as we (Ps. cxix.
4, 27). "Thou hast commanded us to keep Thy precepts diligently.
Make me to understand the way of Thy precepts: so shall I talk
of Thv wondrous works."
MARY.
THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XI.
By FRANCIs ROBERTs, M.A., 165'7, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A.
(Oontinued trom page 345.)
OUR devout author rightly interprets the altar of Noah as typical of
the eternal Godhead of our Lord. Although the sacrifice of Abel had
received mention in the earlier chapters of Genesis, this is the first
time an altar is named in the Inspired Word. Surely this lends a deep
significance to this Covenant, called expressly" a Covenant of Eternity"
(vii. 16). We can scarcely doubt that this altar, and indeed all the
patriarchal altars, conformed to the law of the altar (as we may perhaps
call it) in Ex. xx. 24-46. That law, in its immediate relation with,
and in its sequence to, the ten words of the Law, obtained a most
solemn and peculiar sanction. The infinite mystery of God, Incarnate
for our redemption; of the miraculous nativity of the eternally
begotten Son; of Bethlehem, as the gate that led to Golgotha, seems
evidently pre·signified in this and in every altar, whether of earth, or
else of stone upon which no tool of man might come."
The brazen altart in the court of the tabernacle took up and preCf. Dan. ii. 34.
t The brazen altar was, as it were, transfigured into the golden altar within
the tabernacle j the bright token of humiliation unto sacrifice thus becoming
exaltation unto intercession. So Irenams says: "The altar, then, is in heaven,
for towa1'ds heaven are our prayers directed!l (iv. 19).
Jj.
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shadowed the same Divine mystery: eternal Godhead in the assumption
and humiliation of the blessed Manhood-the incorruptible wood being
overlaid with brass, not as in the altar of incense, with plates of gold,
the emblem of manifested Godhead; yet that Godhead strengthening
the Manhood, by the hypostatic union, for the suffering of the curse
for sin in the great expiation. The victim pre-signified the true
Victim of Golgotha, Who gave Himself an offering and a sacrifice to
make atonement. At this altar faith beholds, in the Sacrifice of
Calvary, the Priest, God and Man, ministering the expiatory oblation.
This was the faith of the apostolic and sub-apostolic Church, that
would have shuddered at the heretical language of the ritualistic hymns,
which sing of "the altar of the cross." The cross, the sign of the
curse (Gal. iii. 13), could never, by an infinite impossibility, be the
altar, which alone, by the Divine merit of the Godhead of the eternal
Son, sanctified the precious gilt and oblation of the perfect Manhood.
But then, how can it be said, as it is said to Noah, if this is an
administration of the Covenant of Grace: " And I, behold I, establish
My Covenant with you and with your seed after you: and with every
living creature that is with you, 01 the lowl, 01 the cattle, and 01 every beast
01 the earth" ?
Now we must remember that these ancient administrations of the
eternal Covenant had, as suited those dispensations, an outward and
visible as well as a spiritual and invisible administration, and that
outward administration in some measure was earthly and temporal.
And yet that earthly relation was not ,vithout its spiritual and eternal
value. Thus, for one instance, the possession of the promised land by
the Israel after the flesh becomes the sacramental type of the inheritance
of heaven to the Israel after the Spirit. So our author resolves this
difficulty by saying that when God receives His creatures into
Covenant, it is with relation to man in the election of grace; and is
not this the very argument of St. Paul in that sure and Divine prophecy,
for such it is, in Rom. viii. 19-23? Certainly, unless the Covenant
with Noah had been a true and spiritual administration of the one
eternal Covenant of Grace in Christ, those consolatory words could
never have been said to the ancient Church, comforting her by the
promise of the call of the Gentiles: "For this is as the waters of Noah
unto me; for, as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more
go over the earth, so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee,
nor rebuke thee" (Isa. liv. 9). These are the words of Him Who
became the Redeemer, both of Jew and Gentile, by the sacrifice of a
sweet-smelling savour, offered once for all at Golgotha. The very
word used in the LXX. in Gen. viii. 20 is found in 1 St. Pet. ii. 24.
This may naturally lead us to consider the words of the same apostle
in his 3rd chapter (iii. 20-22)-words of confessedly difficult interpretation. On" the spirits in prison" it must suffice to quote the words
of saintly Archbishop Leighton. "Christ preached not then (in the
days of Noah), nor does He now in His flesh; yet, by His Spirit, He
then did, and still doth," and he adds of " the spirits in prison," that
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that is naw their condition. This is evidently the meaning of the
original: "the imprisoned spirits," and the words have relation to
the eternal pre-existence of our Lord, as the only-begotten Son, preaching then by Noah, not by any "descensus ad in/erMs" in His disembodied human soul, for His soul was in Paradise during the three
days of burial. And now we must follow our author in his endeavour
to show how the ark represented mystically the Church.
This he does under several particulars. The ark, he says, was
"built by Noah, the master-builder, according to God's Covenant,"
and the Church was fashioned by Jesus Christ according to the plans
and measurements of everlasting love.
Now we are obliged to dissent from our author, when he interprets
the ark of the persons of the redeemed, who are the Church of the living
God. It would seem better to identify the fabric of the ark with the
truths of redemption ministered by and enfolding the Church of God,
and the word in the Hebrew for" pitch," which means expiation or
redemption, and which appears in the name of the mercy-seat that
covered the golden ark of the Covenant, leads us to this identification.
So we must hesitate to accept any illustration of Ps. cxxii. 3 and
Eph. ii. 21 by " the closing of the planks together."
Two of our author's analogies have been already referred to-" the
light "* or transparency, possibly extending throughout the length of
the roof, representing Christ as the Light of Life, and the door in the
side, the merit and grace of our Lord, pierced for our redemption on
the tree. It is also said that in the ark there were three storeys, which
our author would refer to the various ministries in the Church, but
wIDch are better understood of the doctrine, eherished in the Church
of God, of the ever-blessed Trinity, Whose memorial is in the faith
once delivered to the saints, and Whose grace to the Church of the
predestinate is Triune in the Covenant of peace.
The ark wa~s, moreover, exposed to any violence of wind and water,
but Noah was" with them who sailed in it, having forsaken his own
house for their salvation from the deluge." Yet the ark had neither
helm, anchor, mast, tackling, nor pilot. It must have seemed at the
very mercy of the waves. So the continuance of the true faith once
delivered to the saints, and of the souls gathered unto that faith, is in
Him Who has said, "Lo, I am with you alway." Their pilotage is
firm, and their anchorage is in heaven, and they shall be brought over
the waste of confused and troubled waters to the haven where they
would be. "Christ, our Lord (our author says very sweetly) was
content to suffer our storms that we might enjoy His eternal calms.
He in His human sorrows was tossed on our sea that we might anchor
in His haven." In all these analogies it is the Church, as she is identified
in her living members with the truth they hold in trust, that we would
discern in the true ark-the Church, that is, in the fabric of her faith,
* The Hebrew word is used in some twenty places of the light of the noonday (Wordsworth).
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not in her visible congregations. Even among those who dwelt in
the ark the imperfectness of the type, if interpreted of the Church,
sadly presents a Ham, as in the little company of the true and Divine
Noah-Himself the ark and the Door-there was a Judas Iscariot.
The unclean were in the ark, even as tares grow in the field; corrupt
fish are in the net, and foolish virgins within the Church in her visible
congregation.
The ark was saved by water.
This represents the death and
resurrection of our Lord, vVhose death became, by substitution, our
life. Thus .the ark with its company seemed devoted to destruction
in the visitation of great waters, which poured down upon it, but,
nevertheless it floated upon their surface. Christ's death has become
in His resurrection our life. Spiritually baptized into His death by
the grace and quickening of the Holy Ghost, the soul lives unto Him
Who died for our sins, and Who rose again to give, in a free justification,
rest as the true and Divine Noah (Gen. v. 29).
Our last thoughts will cluster round the rainbow, a heavenly sign
graciously added to this "Covenant of Eternity." As the stars in
their multitude were given to Abraham in confirmation of the Divine
promise, so was the rainbow to Noah. Some signs are ouly natural.*
This was instituted, and so became of supernatural value and signification. Whether this sign was then first visible has been disputed.
It is enough for faith to recognize in it a supernatural institution and
a spiritual significance. It became, certainly, from the days of Noah
the seal of an earthly promise that the waters should never again
overwhelm the earth, and to an illuminated faith it still shines forth
as a bright seal of that Eternal Covenant, of which Noah received this
early administration.
Devout hearts have loved to trace certain analogies between the
temporal and natural and the spiritual and eternal.
The bow
appeared in heaven by the will of God, in token that all Covenant
salvation, with every grace and seal, is 0/ God. Peace begins from
Him Whom sin offended. "Herein is love," cries St. John, " not that
we loved God, but that He loved us." The bow of this bow, from which
the arrow is sent, is towards the heart of God. He of Whom as Judge
of quick and dead the Psalm solemnly sings: "If He turn not, He
will whet His sword: He hath bent His bow and made it ready"
(Ps. vii. 12, 13), here in the sign of Covenant-reconciliation and peace
reverses the bow, for the arrow of the eternal wrath entered into the
very heart of God made flesh, made also in that sinless flesh the curse
and sin, that His peace in the Divine propitiation might be given
through the Gospel. Unto the soul that believes, to which He has
ministered His inward rest, the bow, lying upon earth, as it seems to
do, in the day of rain, may even become the emblem of faith with its
winged arrows of prayer going up to God through the intercession of
the Lamb, slain, and now alive, in the midst of the throne.. The
• St. Matthew xvi. 3..
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various colours of the bow seem luminous with the manifold;excellences
of His grace, in whom the Covenant of Peace is confirmed, and whose
peace is most known in the day of cloud and rain and tears. *
The writer remembers how once, while resting in his country district,
and stopping to speak to a villager who wasHooking at a glorious
rainbow from her cottage gate, the Divine words came with a sudden
awe and sweetness-" I will look on it "-for the eyes of faith, when
they look upon this heavenly seal of the truth and promise of our
Covenant-God, must meet, in its bright arch, the very eyes of God!
Nor can he forget a wise and gracious correction of the too self-centred
consideration-too common to us all-of God's signs and seals, which
are so often not allowed to pass in our thoughts beyond the immediate
benefit to the recipient, that may be found in this saying of God Himself. If the sacramental seals are ministered rightly and according
to the Divine institution, even should there be no worthy receiving
of them, they are not therefore to be despised as wasted and useless
any more than the bow in the cloud, which shines where man may
regard it in faith; where, perhaps, as in heathen lands, for all the
intervening centuries none has even heard of the Covenant with
Noah; for God looks upon it, and it still reflects the glory of His truth
and promise. Oh, how slow we are hl be delivered from our selfinterested egotism in the sacred things of God!
In the apocalyptic vision the half-circle of the bow is completed
into the whole circle" round about the throne "-the glorious emblem
of eternity-and the many-coloured radiance is changed into the one
brightness of the emerald-the emblem of the everlasting springtide that
awaits all the children of the resurrection, embraced" from everlasting
unto everlasting" within the Covenant of love and peace (Ps. ciii. 17, 18).
That eternal love which shone upon their pilgrim-path "in the day
of rain" shall then be full-orbed and entire in the revelation of the
counsels of eternity, fulfilled in the redemption of the Church of Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God in Three Persons and One Nature,
Blessed for ever and ever.
(To be continued.)

,. THE most holy men are always the most humble men: none so
humble on earth as those that live highest in heaven.-Brooks.
IN vain he lifteth up the eye of his heart to behold his God who is
not first rightly advised to behold himself. First, thou must see the
visible things of thyself before thou canst be prepared to know the
invisible things of God; for if thou canst not apprehend the things
within thee, thou canst not comprehend the things above thee: the
best looking-glass wherein to see thy God is perfectly to see thyself.Francis QuaTles.
* The pathetic story of supernatura.l appearance of a. rain bow to the martyrs
of Prague is well told in Dr. Wyllie's History of Protestantism, iii. 202-212.
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CARE ONE FOR ANOTHER.
REPORT OF SERMON PREACHED AT ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH, COLEMAN
STREET, LONDON, BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR OF ST.
MARY·LE·PORT, BRISTOL, ON THE CENTENARY OF THE INSTI'
TUTION OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY, ON
THURSDAY, MAY 30TH, 1907.
" That there should be na schism in the body,. but that the members should
have the same care one tar anather."-l COR. xii. 25.

OUR annual service on the present occasion partakes somewhat of a
special character, because it celebrates the completion of the one
hundredth year of the existence and work of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society. Our ,worship may therefore well take the f<frm of
praise and thanksgiving. I trust you have already felt, as I have,
that the Lord is in our midst rejoicing over us for good, and giving us
tokens of His blessing. Praise ever becometh God's house, like
holiness, and it is always in season, though, alas, we are not always
in an exultant spirit. It delights the Lord to pour out the grace of
gladness upon His people; and we cannot ask Him in vain to make
us happy in Himself, for it is "in the Lord" that we rejoice. As
we look back upon those one hundred years we exclaim: "What hath
God wrought!" For I am sure that the Committee of the Society,
with its subscribers, supporters, and sympathisers, take no honour
or praise to themselves for what has been done on behalf of the Lord's
aged people. Do not let us forget, dear friends, that our fruit comes
from the Lord. "From Me is thy fruit found." He is making us
happy this evening when we look back upon the wonders of His power
and faithfulness which have characterized His dealings with this
Society during the past century. And when we look forward we
trust the Lord has yet greater things in store for it. For He has not
straitened either His resources or Himself. He has laid up in purposes
of mercy great things for His dear Church to the very end of time.
She shall never lack anything that is good. "Oh, how great is Thy
goodness which Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee!" I am
not quite sure whether the "laying up" or the "laying out" is
the more wonderful. If you believingly study the promises of God
as recorded in His infallible Word you will prove a foretaste of them
even here.
During the past one hundred years, how many generations have
passed away! Generations of aged Pilgrims have run their course,
have laid them down to sleep. Their spirits are with the Lord.
Other generations succeeded them: they came, they tarried, and they
have left too. We also, dear friends, are passing away; we are always
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on the move. Life itself is ever in motion. There is no absolute
standing still, no, not for an hour; we are certainly passing away,
and therefore let us exhort one another to be instant, in season and
out of season, in the Lord's service; to be stedfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we know that our
labour is not in vain in the Lord. I do not say, as some, work" for
the Lord," but" 0/ the Lord." We find His service, I hope, "perfect
freedom." In the keeping of the precepts of the Gospel there is great
reward. Let us always remember it is in keeping them, not for
keeping them. The work of the Lord brings its own recompense.
Let us stand by this Society, because the Society stands by the truth
of God. I honour the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society mainly on that
ground. The work is a good work because it is founded on the truth of
God. It has remained unmoved throughout the whole past hundred
years. The Society is, in fact, to-night just where it was a hundred
years ago as to its constitution and foundation. It holds fast the
precio.us faith once for all delivered to the saints. "Once delivered,"
observe, for God is not going to re-deliver or modify His truth. He has
closed up His blessed Book with an emphatic" Amen," which silences
all controversies. God has spoken once in His holiness; let all the
earth, then, keep silence before Him. "For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word
is settled in heaven." That which God hath " settled," neither Satan
nor man can unsettle. The Word of God will be preserved in its
divinely settled perfection unto the end of all things. Every tongue
that rises in judgment against it the Lord will confound. It is only
a question of time when all the adversaries of the Word shall be silenced,
and when the eternal song of the redeemed shall celebrate the achieved
victories of the Word. Let it be ours, therefore, brethren, to be
faithful in the Lord's service.
The passage we have before us this evening is well calculated to
stimulate us in our Master's blessed service. The mind of God
concerning the unity of His Church is really our subject. The first
thing we notice is the figure of speech, or metaphor he uses, when
He speaks of the Church in her completeness-a body perfect from
head to foot. Both extremities are mentioned in the context: "The
head cannot say to the feet, I have no need of you." How wonderful
is this when we take into account Who the Head is ! Who is the Head
of the living Church 1 Surely the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. He is the Head of the Church. The
Head cannot say to the feet-those lowest and least members of the
mystical body of Christ-" I have no need of you." How very consoling
is this thought that Jesus cannot do without His people! He has
need of every member of His mystical body, down to the lowest, the
least, the last, those members, be it noted, that come more often into
contact with the defilement of earth. Yes, and Jesus washes the
soiled feet of His dear disciples. What marvellous condescension
was that when of old laid He aside His outer garment, and lilre a
menial took a towel and a basin of water and literally washed the feet

The Gospel Magazine.

409

of Peter, John, and the rest of His disciples! And oh, what tender
care does the Lord Jesus, as the Head of the Church, take of those
members of His spiritual body who account themselves the least
and the last! There may be many of my hearers to-night whom
Christ has made willing to take the lowest place possible so long as
they are found among the Lord's people. In the spirit of the
Psalmist such confess: "I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house
of the Lord "-just inside-" than to dwell in the tents of wickedness." Let such humble souls be cheered by the fact that Jesus
cannot say to them, " I have no need of you"! In order to show
what His gracious condescension is, and what the compassion of His
heart, let us remember that though He is now exalted to the right
hand of God no change has taken place in that lowliness and
meekness which He manifested on earth. He is just as meek in
the ineffable glory as when He walked this sin-stained earth of
ours; just the same to-day in taking compassionate account of His
poor saints. I like that inspired expression-" poor saints."
Brethren, it is certainly according to the mind of God that you are
engaged in this work of caring for His "poor saints "-the very
members of Christ's mystical body which He redeemed with His
precious, precious blood. He died for His people. For them He
also rose from the dead. "Because I live "-in resurrection-" ye
shall live also." Thus He addressed His entire mystical body, "Ye
shall live also," so embracing the least of His members.
"No schism in the body." I have been thinking in anticipation
of my happy visit here this evening, how unity seems to characterize
all the things of God, and how His face is set against all dissension
and disorder. The work of the devil, on the contrary, is to divide,
and by Idiscord to mar the Divine work. God has revealed Himself
Trinity in Unity. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are One in essence,
One in counsel, One in execution-and so unity is traceable throughout
the Divine dealings with the redeemed Church. :AlI is perfect order
and unity. And it seems to myself that one of the many results
attained under God by the work of this Society is that it has closely
united the people of God, irrespective of Christian denominations,
in a common Master's cause. I do not myself care to ask qnestions
about denominations. If I meet a brother or sister who loves the
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, I am ready to hold sweet communion
with such an one. The question this Society puts to its applicants
is not what denomination do they belong to, but, do they belong to
Christ 1 If the answer be "Yes," then they are asked to give
scriptural proof that they have passed from death unto life, that they
are not still dead in trespasses and sins, but are really members of
the household of faith. And this Christlike ministry has been carried
on for a hundred years among the poor saints who live in the believing
prospect of dwelling in eternity in yonder house of many mansionsof many mansions, because it pleases God to bring "many sons"
there, and these many sons will require many mansions. The Lord
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Jesus Christ is preparing the place for them. How earnestly Jesus
prayed for this consummation in the 17th chapter of St. John-that
chapter which has been well called the" Holy of Holies" of the New
Testament. How fervently, too, He prayed for the oneness of His
redeemed members. "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on Me through their word, that they may
be one as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may
be one in Us." There may be no division, no schism in the body. He
prayed, brethren, in anticipation, for you and for me. He interceded
for us. When the Lord Jesus Christ looks upon a single believer,
He looks upon the entire corporate Church of God.
It may be that to-night there will be joy among the angels of heaven
over some one sinner repentant. Then in that one broken-hearted
sinner will Jesus behold the Church of God. "That they may all be
one, as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be
one in Us." Always lay stress on the plural here. "·We!" and
"Us," "that they may be one, even as We are One, I in them and Thou
in Me, that they may be perfect in one." Jesus prayed for this Divine
oneness because it is the perfection He sets before Himself, and so
He solemnly warns His people against the presence of schism-division.
This unity is consistent with diversity. Just as in the vast human family
there are not two faces exactly alike, so is it in the Church of ~od
this marvellous mystical body of Christ-there are no two cases
precisely alike. If we were to detail our spiritual experiences to-night,
we should find a great variety in the ways by which the Lord brought
us, leading one by this way and another by that; yet it would remain
true-" No man cometh to the Father but by Me," and so He will
have His people dwell together in unity, and look not merely on their
own things, but also on the things of others. It is in obedience to
this apostolic precept that the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society has
acted for a hundred years. It remembers the Lord's poor and aged
saints, and helps them. I do trust as the Society enters upon another
century it may be even more greatly blessed in its sacred mission.
" Lord, we hear of showers of blessing
Thou 80tt sca.ttering, full a.nd free."

Let us, dear friends, ask that showers of blessing may be vouchsafed
to this loving effort to care for the needy children of God.
Then the context of our passage refers to the "feeble" members,
and to the" more feeble" members. These afford special opportunity
for the manifestation of that tender care to which our text exhorts
us, "that the members should have the same care one for another."
We are to live, brethren, the one for the other, to be helpers and cheerers
in each other's sorrow. That is why, I suppose, the Lord largely
keeps His Church on earth. It is for the cultivation of this spirit
of brotherly love. "Let brotherly love continue." There is a tendency
among the family of God to get scattered, a tendency to division.
Therefore, whatever ministers to the fostering of brotherly love will
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give us also increased opportunities to serve one another affectionately,
and it must be very pleasing in God's sight to see His people on earth
dwelling together in unity. "Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." Mark, it is God Who
here speaks, through David or some other inspired man, indeed, but
it is God Himself that addres~es His dear people. Oh, that the Lord
might increase in His Church this spirit of brotherly love and concord!
Of course, Satan seeks to mar this happy harmony; therefore we
need to be jealously watchful, and whenever a jar or a difficulty occurs,
to seek grace that the Lord may help us to keep the unity of the
Spirit. For the breach may easily widen. Oh, endeavour to bear
with one another, as well as " bear each other's burdens, and so fulfil
the law of Christ." The Lord has been pleased to make us " necessary"
one to another. It is consequently ours to watch for opportunities
to serve all those who have a claim upon our brotherly affections;
to "have the same care one for another "-which means that we be
" anxiously" careful-that we care for one another, not in a prefunctory manner, but just because we truly love one another in the
Lord. "Owe no man anything but to love one another." We shall,
however, always be in debt in this respect. Oh, let us always see to
it that we seek to wipe out something of this great debt. Though it
may be in a very simple, humble, unobtrusive way, yet let us aim
to payoff something of this great obligation as fellow-heirs of the
gift of eternal life.
May I now say a few words as to what the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society is doing, and what we prayerfully hope it may be enabled to
do for a long time to come? The Society was established in 1807,
for the giving of life pensions of £5 5s., £7 7s., and £10 10s., to Christians,
of sixty years of age and upwards, who give satisfactory evidence
of their being true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. There are now
1,650 Pensioners on the books of the Society. Last year these aged
ones received from the eX<Jhequer of the Society £11,305, the
total sum needed day by day-all the year round-being £43. On
two former occasions I have suggested that there might be an effort
made on the occasion of our annual service, to collect sufficient for
one day's expenditure. I venture to repeat the suggestion. Since
the Society was established, 8,139 Aged Pilgrims have been pensioned.
As this is the hundredth year of the Society's existence, an effort is
being made to raise a special sum to help forward the work, and to
place it on a more permanent financial foundation. It is hoped to
raise a million shillings. So far, 75,720 shillings have been received.
That, however, is a long way off the total proposed, but still let us
pray and work towards this desirable object. It is also to be stated
that there are four Homes connected with the Institution, where
Pensioners are received for life. There are 180 such Pensioners now
residing in the "Homes."
I am glad to announce that a complete history of the Society will
very shortly be published, from the pen of its indefatigable Secretary,
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Mr. J. E. Hazelton. I am looking forward for great results when this
interesting history comes into the hands of the Christian public,
because I do not think the blessed work of the A.P.F.S. is known as
it deserves to be. It is indeed a beneficent work, and the Society
has a strong claim upon the sympathies of God's people. We ought
all to be liberal supporters of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, for,
at most, it is only doing that little which its income provides for.
Vast numbers of aged people of God cannot possibly receive any
such help as this Society gives. We may therefore realize how much
effort is still called for. This fact should stir us up to be more earnest
and more zealous that the Society may go forward with renewed
strength, and bring forth increased fruit in its old age. Our worthy
fathers trusted in God when they founded this Institution, and He
has honoured their faith and zeal. And those fathers, where are they?
We are to-night occupying their places. May their faith be ours,
and their earnestness be ours, so that when we in our turn pass away,
others may take up this sacred work. May the Lord abundantly
bless the Committee and all the workers, and grant to the Society ever
increasing prosperity. Amen.

" ANOTHER."
A

DISCOURSE

BY THE REV. TlTUS E. LAURIE,
GREAT MUSGROVE.

RECTOR

of

" Another Jesus "-" Another Spirit "-" Another Gospel."
2 COR. xi. 4.

IN the providence of God Corinth had had a long visit from the Apostle
Paul; he had spent much time there and bestowed much labour on its
inhabitants, and by God's grace it was not in vain; he had left a
growing and prosperous co=unity, evidently deeply attached to the
Gospel, and zealous in promoting the knowledge of Jesus Christ. This
is fully and beautifully expressed in chapter 1: "I thank my. God
always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus
Christ; that in everything you are enriched by Him, in all utterance,
and in all knowledge; even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed
in you: so that ye come behind in no gift." And yet now what does
he hear? " It hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by
them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are conteutions
among you." Yes, false teachers had arisen and were leading his
beloved converts astray, and Paul is grieved; he will speak out, and
speak plainly, he will not suffer those whom he had begotten in Christ
by the Word of truth to be defiled by false doctrine; it is another Jesus,
another Spirit, and another Gospel to which they have listened, and
he tells them so at once. And, alas! is not the same thing taking
place in our own beloved country of England? Is not "another
Jesus" than He Who was preached by Paul and revealed in the New
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Testament proclaimed and worshipped in most of our churches?
Where will you find the plain, clear teaching of Immanuel, God with
us working out the complete salvation of His elect? Where is there
to be heard the joyful sound of a full and free and finished salvation
secured to the whole chosen family of God? Sad it is to hear the dismal
sound from pulpit and from platform of a "Jesus" willing and anxious
and dying to save every individual that has ever lived or ever will live, but
Who apparently is unable to accomplish His purpose, because He cannot
persuade men to believe His message, and become His followers. Again,
this imaginary Saviour of the twentieth century is said to have opened
a fountain for sin and all uncleanness and to be doing His best to induce
men to use it, but is unable to persuade the majority to wash;
one's heart recoils in retracing, even in memory, the frequent and'
reiterated statements of man-made ministers who have run but not
been sent. In the end their" Jesus" is represented as a very grieved and
disappointed God, His work a complete failure, and His heaven half
empty. Thank God, this helpless Saviour is not the Jesus of the Bible,
nor the Christ whom Paul preached; the Redeemer revealed by the
Holy Spirit on the sacred page, Who not only triumphed Himself, but
causeth us also always to triumph in Him (2 Cor. ii. 14). He came
on a special errand as the Sent One of the Father, He performed the
Father's business and finished it, and, like everything else done by the
Almighty God, His work is perfect and His salvation sure. A helpless,
disappointed, impotent God is no God, and better (it may be) in
ignorance to be bowing down to wood and stone in a heathen country
than in so-called Christian England to worship a phantom Saviour.
From such a creed, Good Lord deliver us! The solemn fact is this.
Men do not study the Word of God, nor search the spiritual pages of
the Sacred Volume. They have set their minds against this truth, that
the Father sent the Son to redeem His chosen, and no more than these;
the natural man cannot receive this truth, for it is spiritually discerned;
and until the Holy Ghost removes the scales from their eyes, and the
hardness u'om their hearts, these truths are foolishness to them and
they cannot understand the Bible. Oh what distinguishing mercy!
Oh what exalting grace! when it pleases the Almighty to enlighten
a poor sinner's mind and heart, remove the natural enmity, and
teach him " to lie passive in His hands, and know no will but His."
May "the Lord, and Giver of Life" teach both reader and writer
experimentally the precious truth that "our life is hid with Christ in
God beyond the reach of harm."
The burden of the preaching is not more cheering when we listen to
what most men have to say of what they ignorantly call the Holy
Spirit of God. Here we are brought face to face with a quotation
from the early chapters of Genesis, and which is made to prove without
doubt that the Holy Ghost tries to save every man and bring him to
glory. "My Spirit shall not always strive with man" (Gen. vi. 3) is
quoted as soon as ever the subject is approached, and having said this
they fancy the point is proved. In vain it is pointed out that the
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subject is not mentioned in that verse, in vain we assert that the
natural life of man on this earth is referred to, not the immortal life of
his soul; no, the truth is still as "foolishness," and the Spirit is
represented as striving to bring every individual to glory, but unsuccessfully. Of a truth this must be "another Spirit" than that preached
by Paul, and,Who is represented as turning the hearts of three thousand
stubborn Jews by one sermon on the day of Pentecost (Acts ii. 41).
He 'Who is equal to the Father and the Son, surely He ?nust be almighty
and able to do as He will among the armies of heaven and the inhabitants
of earth (Dan. iv. 35). Yet this is all we hear (if as much as this) of
God the Spirit's work from the pulpit of to-day. :My God, "lay
not this sin to their charge," we may well cry, in the words of the
dying Stephen, if indeed we may offer prayer at all, for the sin against
the Holy Ghost seems perilously near those souls who speak and think
thus.
Oh that all professing Christians not only said but believed, "In
this Trinity none is before or after other; none is greater or less than
another, but the whole three Persons are co-eternal together and
co-equal." Yes, the number elected by Jehovah the Father is equal
to the number redeemed by Jehovah the Son, and this same number
(neither more nor less) have been sanctified and set apart by J ebovah
the Spirit_ Until sinners are led to see this they can never understand
the Scriptures, nor see any beauty in Christ that they should desire
Him. On the other hand, every Spirit-taught and Spirit-led child of
God rejoices in the fact, "All Thy children shall be taught of the
Lord, and great shall be the peace of Thy children." They know, for it
has been experimentally burnt into them, that the sinner at enmity
with God resists, as long and as strongly as he can, the teachings and
leadings of the Holy Ghost; but the day of His power being come,
they find the stony heart removed, and the heart of flesh given, so that
they are ,villing in the day of His power, and gladly and tearfnlly
embrace that truth which formerly had been "foolishness" unto
them. Thus the Holy Spirit of our God, instead of being conquered, is
Conqueror; and more than this, makes us, too, dear children of God,
more than conquerors through Him that loved us. Yes, thanks be to
God, Who hath made us meet (not will do so, but hath done it before
the world began) hath made us meet to he partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in light." God forbid that any who have tasted that
the Lord is gracious should be led away by the New Theology and
strange teaching of the present day even for a moment. It is not worth
a thought of the mind of one who is a child of God; He will not endure
it. "No one having tasted old wine straightway desireth new, for
he saith the old is better." So be it ,vith the elect of God. Like the
Apostle Paul, we have to-day to lament that another Gospel fills the
ear and charms the senses of the multitudes who fill the churches-a
so-called Gospel that can bring salvation to none; an offer of life
that depends on its acceptance for its efficacy, and this acceptance an
impossibility, since it is offered only to the dead who hear it not.
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Such is the sum of to-day's Gospel; and wretched are they who hear
the dismal sound! In a worse condition than the Israelites in Egypt,
who were set to make bricks without straw, they are set to work for
heaven who have neither hands nor feet suitable to the service, and
are told that, though like Mephibosheth they are lame on both feet,
they must nevertheless run in the way of God's commands, and unless
this is persevered in to the end of life, salvation is not theirs, and heaven
is not won. You may well thank God, oh, ye dear elect household, that
ye have not so learned Christ! You may well turn with joy to the
Epistle to the Thessalonians (1 Thess. v. 9), and read what the
Holy Comforter has written, "God hath not appointed us to wrath,
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ." No, the Gospel
preached by Paul was no precarious Gospel, no yea-and-nay Gospel, no
uncertain sound, but a Covenant Gospel, ordered in all things and sure,
sent to a Covenant people, chosen in Christ before the world began,
written by a Covenant God Who knows no variableness, no change;
a Gospel that shall accomplish that which God chooses, and prosper
in the thing whereunto He sent it. It is, moreover, a Gospel which
always maketh its God-sent ministers to triumph in Christ, for it is a
savour of life unto life, or death unto death (2 Cor. ii. 15, 16). Oh
that many of the Lord's dear children may read these lines and find
the savour of Christ to be as ointment poured forth.
And now a word in conclusion. We have seen that what is preached
in our land, and what is loved and sought after by the multitude, is
a something well calculated to please the world, but is not the Gospel
of the grace of God, or the faith of God's elect. It is, alas! as Paul
here writes to the Corinthians, another Jesus, another Spirit, another
Gospel; and if any of those who sit under it are saved and gain heaven,
it is in spite of their religion, rather than because of it, that they are
there, and such will be monuments throughout eternity of the power
of God's electing grace, which could break down even such ramparts
as a false Gospel raises against God's Truth. But what becomes the
duty of the Church of God 1 What becomes the privilege, shall we
not say, of the chosen few 1 Is it not to be much in prayer! Is it
not to besiege the throne of grace that our Covenant, prayer-hearing
God would again raise up in our land men who would preach His Word
fearlessly and fully, plainly, and in no language capable of a double
meaning, and make it known far and wide as the doctrine of the Church
of England and of the Word of God, that " Predestination to life is
the everlasting purpose of God, whereby, before the fOll11dations of
the world were laid, He hath constantly decreed by His counsel,
secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom He
hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to
everlasting salvation, as vessels made to honour"! (Art. xvii. Church
of England.)
NONE are such objects of scorn and envy as those who have most
of Christ within. Envy does ever ascend; it never descends.-Brooks.
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CHRIST'S ATONEMENT.

" For by one ofJering He luzth perfeeted for ever them .that are sanctifi£d."
HEB. x. 14.

THE above inspired declaration is but one out of many which
describe the glorious and complete satisfaction rendered to the Deity
for the sins of the sanctified ones, or the "set apart" ones, by our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let us first notice especially in what
Book the above statement is made, viz., in the "New Testament of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." "And He said unto them, This
is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many" (Mark
xiv. 24); and again, "And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and
gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it: for this is My blood of the
new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins"
(Matt. xxvi. 27, 28).
Certain it is, therefore, that the exact terms of our Lord's will (as
fully disclosed in His own New Testament) must be carried out to
the very letter. Our Lord Himself thus declared, "For verily I say
unto you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall
in no wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled" (Matt. v. 18). What
applies to the law therefore applies equally to every word of God,
whether it be law or testimony (Is. viii. 20). Therefore, it is both
right and proper that all those who seek to honour their blessed Lord
and His holy word of truth should be well grounded in this important
and fundamental doctrine of the atonement.
Turn we now to the prophecy of Isaiah, chap. liii. 1 to 5, noticing
most particularly the persons mentioned therein, and through the
remainder of the chapter, including the prophet himself. "Who
hath believed our report ~ . . . Surely He hath borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows, but He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes we are healed." Who are the" our" and
the "we" in the above Scripture, but the prophet (speaking by
the direct inspiration of God the Holy Ghost) and all other members
of the Church, the mystical body of Christ for whom He laid down
His precious life, having "poured out His soul unto death," and
" being numbered with the transgressors," bearing the sin of many ~
Indeed, the whole of this precious chapter, when carefully examined,
under the illuminating power of the Spirit of truth, will abundantly
prove that our blessed Saviour's own remarks in St. John x. 15, "I
lay down My life for the sheep," are in exact accord with the above
prophetic declarations by the mouth of the prophet Isaiah, and all or
any other prophecy in Holy Writ, bearing upon the sufIerings of Christ,
thus, "Searching what or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand "the
sufIerings of Christ and the glory that should follow" (1 Pet. i. 11).
Oh, my beloved fellow Christians, read also the ten verses preceding
the above; if ever words had a clear meaning, surely these have,
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by proving plainly that the atoning sacrifice of our glorious and
adorable Christ was for a particular people, whom the good Shepherd
calls" His sheep"; His" little flock." " Fear not, little flock, for it
is your Father's good pleasure to give you the Kingdom" (Luke
J>ii. 32). Then, further, in St. John xvii. throughout, our Lord's
will is made known; and in the twelfth verse occur these very
remarkable words, "While I was with them in the world I kept them
in Thy Name, those that Thou gavest Me I have kept, and none of
them is lost (but the son of perdition) that the Scripture might be fulfilled."
Here, then, is the great distinction between those who are "kept"
and those who are "lost." The former by the sacrificial atonement
made for them, together with every other gracious and necessary
provision thereunto; and the latter following the" way that seemed
right to them" (Prov. xiv. 12 and xvi. 25). But all, or both, "that
the Scriptures must be fulfilled" (Mark xiv. 49).
Now, consider the very name of the precious Lord Jesus Himself,
"Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from
their sins." (Again compare this with Is. liii. 5, "And with His
stripes we are healed "). How could this be so unless by His own
voluntary offering up of Himself as the atonement for their sins,
fulfilling the law, which demanded perfect obedience (Rom. x. 4), He
Himself being both priest and sacrifice, a special offering for a special
people? Again, compare Heb. x. 14, "For by one offering He hath
perfected," etc., with our Lord's own words, as recorded in St. John
xvii. 9, " I pray for them, I pray not for the world, but for them which
Thou hast given Me, for they are Thine." How important and
necessary therefore is a right apprehension of this doctrine of the
Atonement to a right understanding of the doctrine of Election (so
little insisted on now-a-days), and meaning a " choice out of," a choice
of some out of, or apart from, others. Thus the divine Scriptures
clearly show that God has a chosen people for whom, and for whom
only, our Lord Jesus in due time laid down His precious life by way
of atonement for their sins. Thus the beloved Apostle Paul to Titus,
" That He might purify to Himself a peculiar people" (Titus ii. 14).
Again, the same authority by the mouth of Peter declares who this
"peculiar people" is. "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye should show
forth the praises of Him Who hath called you out of darkness into
His marvellous light, which in time past were not a people, but who
are now the people of God, which had not obtained mercy, but now
"have obtained mercy" (1 Pet. ii. 9, 10). How, then, could this mercy
have been, but out of the great love of God through the precious
atonement of our most glorious Christ Jesus, "Who shall see of the
travail of His soul and be satisfied" (Isa. 00. 11)? Oh, then, beloved,
listen to the "new song" of the glorified redeemed: "Thou wast
slain and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation" (Rev. v. 9). But we ask, To
whom was Peter writing when stating" Ye are a chosen generation"·?
27
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Hear his reply thus: "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ
to the
strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, etc
Elect,
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ."
Many other Scriptures might be quoted, but sufficient has been
proved from them to show most clearly that our Lord's will and
testament are to the effect and purpose that the vicarious atonement
wrought by Him applies to those only whom He mentions in this will,
viz., to His own family, the members of His own mystical body or
temple, the Church, and to no others. Am I, are you, a member of it 1
Have we been "born again not of corruptible, but of incorruptible
Seed, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" 1 (1 Pet.
i. 23.) "For many be called, but few are chosen" (Matt. xx. 16).
" Give diligence (therefore) to make your calling and election sure, for
if ye do these things ye shall never fall" (2 Pet. i. 10). "For ye see
your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are called: but God hath chosen
the foolish things of the world: and things that are despised hath
God chosen, yea, and things that are not, to bring to nought things
that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him are ye
in Christ Jesus, Who, of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption" (1 Cor. i. 26-30).
In conclusion. A word to those who hold the universal or Arminian
doctrine concerning the atonement, and who would try to make the
terms of our Lord's will and testament bear a different meaning from
His own clearly revealed truth. Said a man to me very recently, "I
believe there was sufficient virtue in the atonement made by Christ
on the cross to atone for the sins of all mankind." Let us examine
such a statement, as this is the opinion held by thousands upon
thousands even now-moreover, it is not opinions of our own, or of
others, that are a sure and safe guide, but the Word of God onlythus, "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path"
(Ps. cm. 105). Therefore it follows that for light upon all tjle
teaching (doctrine) contained therein recourse must be made
continually to God in prayer. Thus, and thus only, will our eyes be
opened to " behold wondrous things out of His law" (Ps. cm. 18).
Again, taking an everyday example, supposing that a very wealthy
person died, having left a signed" will " or " testament" behind him,
his will would most certainly have to be administered not upon the
belief or even upon the knowledge that his estate or wealth was large
enough to pay the debts of every man in his town, or city (or of the
world in general), but his property or wealth would have to be
distributed amongst those to whom he left it to apply, and to no
others, were they few or many. In the case, however, of this not being
faithfully and correctly carried out, and any other (whose names were
not mentioned in the will) seeking to benefit by it, what would be the
result 1 The question is easily answered, and we ask what more
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fruitful cause of litigation, as the records of our own law-courts (and
probably those of every other civilized nation), could abundantly
prove to have happened where a properly made out and signed will
has been contested by those who had no legal right to benefit thereby.
Yet this is precisely what all those who contend against the terms of
our Lord's atonement (as fully declared in His will and testament)
are actually doing. But God, whose "ways are higher than our
ways," says, "I will have mercy upon whom I will have mercy, and
I will have compassion upon whom I will have compassion; so then
it is not of him that willeth nor of him that runneth, but of God that
showeth mercy." "Nay, but who art thou, 0 man, that repliest
against God? " (Rom. ix. 15, 16, 20.) Therefore, from all the foregoing alone-and much more could be produced if time and space
permitted_it follows, that if Christ died, and atoned literally and
actually for the sins of all mankind, then all mankind must be saved,
for He shed not one drop of His precious bloo<;l in vain; and so, then,
after that, should any be lost, this surely would nullify or make void
the atoning sacrifice to a corresponding extent of that loss, small or
great. What, then, is our position? Upon what ground do we
stand? Are we grieving and sorrowing on account of our sins?
Have we heard the sweet voice of forgiving mercy upon the ground
of the atonement made by Christ? Are we hungering and thirsting
after the bread and water of life? Have we renounced utterly all
hope of help in self, or in our own supposed good works as a means
of salvation, and fled for refuge to the hope set before us in the gospel
in the finished work of Christ? Is He unspeakably precious to our
souls? Have we fled to Him with the cry bursting from the sinburdened heart, " God be merciful to me a sinner"? (Luke xviii. 13).
Oh, then, believer, to the cross with thy cares, trials, difficulties,
perplexities, sins, and sorrows, " casting all your care upon Him, for
He careth for you" (1 Pet. v. 7). Leave all, then, to Him, trusting
Him where we cannot understand His deep and mysterious providences,
for" God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform." Lean,
therefore, upon His all-sufficient grace and mercy th,ough the allsufficient atonement, for thus runs the glorious declaration, "For by
one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."
Hath He not said in His Word that speak sof peace and reconciliation,
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me, for I am
meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls, for my·
yoke is easy and My burden is light" (Matt. xi. 28--30. "Those who
seek shall find." "To those that knock it shall be opened." "Him
that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out." "How sweet the
name of J eSllS sounds in a believer's ear."
"Come, my soul, thy suit prepare,
J eaus loves to answer prayer;
He Himself has bid thee pray,
Therefore will not say thee nay..
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Thou art coming to a King ;
Large petitions with thee bring.
For His grace and power are such
None can ever ask too much.
Show me what I have to do,
Every hour my strength renew,
Let me live a life of faith,
Let me die Thy people's death! "

Reader, farewell. Should our gracious covenant·making and covenant
keeping God deign to make any use of this feeble attempt to contend
for what the writer verily believes to be the "truth in Jesus," then,
to Him, and to Him alone, be all praise and glory for ever and
ever. To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost be all praise now and through
eternity. Amen.
AU<Jkland, New Zealand,
EDWARD O. WILES.
December 16th, 1906.
THE FAMILY NAME.
By THE LATE REV. J. HARINGTON EVANS, M.A.
" Of whom the whole farnily in heaven and earth is narned."EPHES. iii. .15.
THESE Ephesian saints, for whose welfare the Apostle thus manifests
a prayerful solicitude, had been chosen by the God and Father of their
Lord, and adopted into His family by their union with His dear Son,
Jesus Christ; of which exalted and holy privilege he, in the former
part of this epistle, most affectionately and faithfully reminded them.
Into this full and blessed relation they had been actually brought by
the regenerating and sanctifying grace of the Holy Ghost.
Observe the extent of the family. This family, in the eye of God,
takes in the whole election of grace; those who are now in heaven,
and those who are now upon earth; those who are living in the world,
yet uncalled, and those who are yet unborn. There is a sense in which
angels may also be considered as forming a part of this family. To
these glorious beings, I think, the Apostle in the first chapter of this
epistle, the tenth verse, thus refers: "That in the dispensation of the
fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in Him."
Therefore I think angels cannot be excluded. But in the verse on
which we are now meditating saints are regarded as the children of
God in a higher and more glorious sense than the angels themselves,
who are called the sons of God; for high, holy, and exalted as their
nature is, the only sense, as far as we lmow, in which angels are the
sons of God, is by their creation.
But believers are the sons of God by being adopted into that family
of which the Lord Jesus is the Great Head, the" everlasting Father,"
-the Head and Father of a spiritual seed. He" shall see His seed "a seed as numerous as drops of morning dew, or as the sands upon the
sea-shore, countless as the stars of heaven, constituting" that number
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which no man could number"; for whom as their Head and
Representative he engaged in everlasting Covenant to take into union
with His divinity their very nature, to become incarnate-" forasmuch
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same "-that, as man, He might live for them,
and as man might die for them, as man might plead for them, and as
man might stand in their stead at the right hand of God, bearing their
names before the throne of God as if they themselves were already
there; as man He sprinkles His own blood upon the Mercy-seat,
perpetually cleansing away all the guilt of all their sins. As their
glorious Head He sits upon that throne in heaven, and there exercises
universal dominion for them.
It is, therefore, of the Lord's believing family, even those who are
redeemed from amongst men, those who are called into the fellowship
of the Gospel by the power and grace of the Spirit, the saints of the
Most High God, who are here declared to be members of the one family,
bearing the name, possessing His Spirit, conformed to the image of
God's dear Son, and joint heirs with Him to the inheritance of a glorious
patrimony.
This family, therefore, comprises all the saints that are already in
heaven, and all the saints on earth who are on their way thither,
however various may be the degrees of their knowledge,their spirituality,
their faith, their hope, their holy joy, their devotedness, their zeal or
usefulness amongst the saints of God upon earth. Some are called
babes, some children, some young men, some old men and fathers;
some are giants, others are dwarfs; some have dark and distressing
views of themselves and of their interest in Christ, yet their only hope
is in Him; some have touched the hem of His garment, and they know
it; some have advanced one step higher, they have been taught to
lean upon Jesus as their beloved, and thus they are coming out of, and
turning their backs upon, the wilderness-a world lying in wickedness;
and some have advanced even to a higher state than this: they are,
like the beloved disciple, permitted and enabled by a living faith to
recline on the bosom of their Lord and Saviour.
But whatever diversity existed among those to whom the Apostle
addressed this question, they were all the children of God " by faith
in Christ Jesus." Some were happy saints, living much upon Christ,
walking directly with God-the true secret of all happiness. Others
were heavy laden, sorely tried and tempted, full of doubts, fears, and
hesitations; yet they were all alike children; and so it is with the
children of God now, the very weakest and feeblest among them is as
much a child as the strongest, though they may not be living as fully
in the enjoyment of that great and glorious privilege. And if we direct
our thoughts upwards to the family in heaven, wherein shall we find
that our state here differs very materially from their state in glory ~
Is it not in this, that while we see but in part, their vision is more
perfect; we have no good but what is mixed with evil, while they
are in possession of unmingled bliss 1 But still it is true the saints
above are no more children than the saints on earth.
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Observe, too, the unity of this family. They are all indebted to the
mme sovereign, distinguishing, electing love of God; for all that is
good in them is of God, and all the grace they possess is the fruit of
election, and not the cause of it. All are redeemed by the same precious
blood, and without the shedding of that blood all would have been
lost; all are toiling through the same world; all find it a path of
tribulation, a path of sorrow, because it is a path of sin. They are
alike in their wants, as in the provision made to supply their necessities.
The ouly thing they Can feed upon is the children's bread; for though
some are further advanced than others, yet they can find nothing to
feed upon but Christ the living bread, "Whose flesh is meat indeed,
and Whose blood is drink indeed;" and" he that eateth of this
bread shall live for ever." In the midst of continued and ever-varying
trials and difficulties, they are travelling through the same waste,
howling wilderness, having the same hope to animate and cheer them
onward, and soon they will arrive at their Father's house, in the land
of everlasting bliss.
But remark, there is a peculiar blessedness in this family union. The
Lord Jesus Christ, as we have shown, is their everlasting Father-and
what a Father is He! That which comforted the soul of our dear
Lord was the prospect of beholding His seed, saying-" Behold, I and
the children which God hath given me." And well does He discharge
a Father's part; He feeds them, He clothes them, He watches over
them, He attends on them when afflicted, making all their beds in their
sickness; He is touched with the feeling of their infirmities; He brings
them back when they wander; His eye is always on them for goodHis eye of wisdom to guide them, His eye of sympathy to comfort
them, His eye of love to protect them; His ear is ever open to their
cry, and His heart always yearneth over them; they are encouraged
to have the closest and sweetest communion with Him, day by day
and moment by moment; to open their whole hearts to Him, to keep
back from Him no sorrow, no temptation, no trouble.
o beloved! contemplate the present blessedness of God's saintsthese who are here spoken of as His adopted children; they were
chosen in Him from eternity, made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and
they are sanctified by that faith that is of Divine operation; they have
a high interest in their Heaveuly Father, they are" sons of God"; for,
blessed be His Name, such an interest have all His children in Him
that there is not one perfection of His nature in which He does not
enable them from time to time to have communion with Him. He
has a deep interest in them, and in all that concerns them; His eye
was fixed on them in eternity, and all through the winding vale of time
His eye watches over them for good, and He will bring them safe to
glory at last, and there enable them to sing victory through the blood
of the Lamb.
They love Him, though with but a poor and imperfect love, unworthy
of themselves, and mingling itself continually with their own imperfec·
tions; but yet they love Him sincerely; their hearts are towards Him;
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He has drawn and overcome them by His grace: so that they are
enabled from deep affection to say, "Whom have I in heaven but
Thee 1 and there is none upon earth that I desire in comparison with
Thee." Still their love is like themselves-poor, imperfect, unworthy;
but His love is like Himself-perfect, i=utable, eternal. He loved
them for nothing that He saw in them, but He loved them for His own
name's sake; and though He sees in them continual cause wherefore
He should love them no more, yet He " rests in His love," He " rejoices
over them with singing," and loves them to the end. These are the
seed whom the Lord hath blessed, and He has never left Himself without
such; though the world knows them not they are known to Him, and
will be known to Him when time is no more.
o beloved! art thou a member of this large and highly distinguished
family 1 Then be assured that thy Father loves thee, and taketh
pleasure in thee; yea, He delighteth in thee. How desirable to realize
this truth through all the stages of our eventful pilgrimage! Oh, to
enter into its sweetness at this moment! Notwithstanding all that a
pure and holy God not only may see, but must see in us, unworthy even
of ourselves, and contrary to His infinite purity, we are personally
dear to Him and ever will be so.
Nor does He regard with less interest their graces-all the workings
of His own blessed Spirit in them. 0 beloved! thy repentance, poor
as it is-thy prayers, imperfect as they are--every thought, every
struggle with sin, every contest with the enemy, every real desire after
heavenly progress-in the exhibition of each and of all these graces,
thy Father taketh pleasure in thee. You that are light in your own
eyes, you that are poor in spirit, you that have been taught to think
meanly of yourselves (or rather let me say, to think justly of yourselves)
though you are ready to say, "The Lord hath forgotten me, and my
God hath forsaken me"; yet look up, ye heirs of God, when you are
told that there is not one going forth of desire after God, but the Lord
taketh pleasure in it for His own name's sake. Your attempts to
glorify Him, your desires to walk in His ways, your cup of cold water,
your widow's mite, your inward struggles and your inward pangsthough the world knows them not, and though even the saints of God
cannot discern them, yet God discerns them, and it is your mercy to
know that" as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear Him." If we did but realize these truths in our hearts, we
should find that they lead to Him: they draw the heart to Him;
they humble the heart in abasement before Him, and raise it up towards
Him in holy affection.
There is one point, however, I would especially remark upfln; they
not only bear His image, but His Name, "Of whom the whole family
in heaven and earth is named." They are led by His Spirit, and are
spiritual; they are anointed in His Name, and are Christians. Oh!
what a name, to be a Christian! To be a holy man, to be a devoted
man, how exalted the privilege; yet to be a Christian seems to be
something above this, because it does embrace all these things. I am
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quite aware that we live in days in which the name of Christian signifies
little or nothing; doth it not show how low we must have fallen that
a man can be a Christless man and yet bear the name of Christ. Some
think that the disciples of the Lord were named after Christ by their
enemies, who gave them the name of Christians as a term of reproach;
but for this opinion there appears to be no foundation whatever.
In reference to the origin of the family name. " The disciples were
called Christians first at Antioch." Some say that they gave it to
themselves. The words demand to be read thus: that these two
apostles, Paul and Barnabas, called the disciples Christians; and
there is that in the word translated" called" that especially leads to
the belief that it was God's appointment. Let me bring before you
the only instances in which the word occurs in the New Testament:
in the Gospel of Matthew, second chapter, the twelfth and twentysecond verses, it is " warned"; in Luke's Gospel, the second chapter,
the twenty-sixth verse, it is " revealed"; in the Acts of the Apostles,
the tenth chapter, the twenty-second verse, it is "warned"; in the
Epistle to the Hebrews, the eighth chapter, the fifth verse, it is
" admonished"; the eleventh chapter, the seventh verse; in the
twelfth chapter, the twenty-fifth velse, it is "speaketh." In all these
instances it is the same word and refers to the teaching of God. Again,
in the Epistle to the Romans, the seventh chapter, the third verse, it
is "called." At first sight there seems no reference to God, but it is
so if we look into it-called so by the holy law of God. Why do I
multiply proof 1 For this reason: it is the full persuasion of my mind
that the two Apostles called the disciples Christians under the especial
admonition of God, therefore I cannot but mourn at the variety of
names that exist in the Church. If it was enough at Antioch, why is
it not enough in London 1 Why, if brothers differ from brothers upon
ordinances and doctrines of minor importance, is there a necessity
for coining names that may designate a party 1
But we now come to another point-to consider the weighty import
of the name. It exhibits them as believers in Christ. This is set forth
as the turning'point in the First Epistle of John, the fifth chapter, the
first verse Nature can do much; nature can regulate the conduct,
it can influence the temper, but it never leads a man to believe in Christ;
this is the work of the Holy Ghost. To enable me to believe in Him
as my only resting-place, to rest in Him as my anointed Priest, to induce
me to lay aside all confidence in myself and to place my confidence in
Him-this is the work of the Holy Ghost.
But this their family name is a badge of separation from the world.
Believers are separated from the world by electing love, by God's
effectual call, by being born of His Spirit, by their tempers, by their
spirit, and by their conduct. How suitable then that they should be
sepl\rated by a name. The separation of God's people from the world
is one of the great requirements of the Gospel, although it is a most
unpalatable truth. To be a Christian now is an easy thing; every
man considers himself a Christian; the drunkard, the duellist, is a
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Christian, the mere formalist-they are all regarded as Christians,
though they know no more of Christ, experimentally, than a Hindoo.
This separation between Christians and the world ought ever to be
preserved and maintained; and I believe it is Satan's work to destroy
the marks of that boundary line which the Scriptures have drawn to
separate Christians from the world.
It is a name of most tender union. Believers constitute one family,
one fold, one house, one temple, one vine-one in Christ, having His
Name. He is no more Jew, no more Gentile, no longer is it male or
female; all are ONE IN CHRIST. The same blood has redeemed them
and washed them from all their sins. They are interested in the same
Covenant privileges; they are animated by the one hope set before
them.
But it seems also a mark of most gracious di.stinction. If we look at
a child of God in himself he is a poor feeble worm, owing ten thousand
talents and has not one farthing to discharge the mighty debt. Yet
in another point of view what a glorious object is he-a" child of God,"
an "heir of God," a "joint heir with Christ." The priest of God,
offering authorized and acceptable worship; the temple of God, "Ye
are the temple of the living God, as God hath said, I will dwell in them
and walk in them"; a king, one of the royal family, "He hath made
us kings and priests unto God and His Father."
This name is the symbol of our allegiance. It is as much as if he
had said to us, "Ye are not your own, ye are bought with a price" ;
" ye are Christ's," give yourselves up to Him, body, soul, and spirit.
It is no small mercy, beloved, for a man to know his name. There
are numbers who do not know their own name. Oh! thou poor lover
of sin and the world, didst thou know thy own name it would be Adam,
"of the earth earthy"; it would be Gershom, a stranger to the
Covenant of Promise. Alas! how many have been led to think themselves Christians! They have taken the name to themselves; God
never gave it them. But there are some of God's children who are in
that state that if they were a;;ked, Have you the name of the family ~
they do not knOIV their name; all they can say is, " I hope so; I have
no other hope but in Christ." If you shall ask, "Are you a Christian?"
their only reply is, "Would I could say so." 0 beloved! God calls
you by this name-a name above every name. "A Christian,"
says the poet, "is the highest style of man"; and by this the whole
" family in heaven and earth is named." Was there ever a man who
left his own righteousness, and desired to " win Christ and to be found
in Him," who was not taught of the Holy Spirit? God calls thee a
Christian. Answer ye to your name; answer to it with God and
before the world. "Glory ye, therefore, in His Holy Name."·
But there are some-and we desire to thank God on their behalf-who
have the name and know it! It is not with the high and lofty confidence,
of the mere notionalist; but they have been brought into the family,
and the Spirit beareth witness with their spirits that they are the
children of God. Having received the spirit of adoption, they can
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humbly and with holy confidence say, "Abba, Father." Oh! how
does this subject address itself to every member of the family. 0
beloved! sever yourselves from the world; sever yourselves from
everything sinful; sever yourselves from worldly professors. Remember your distinctive badge and name. The name of Christian is a
sweet, a sacred name; avoid whatever shall disgrace the name whereby
you are called; stand aloof from all and everything which is calculated
to separate the one family; study to promote and cherish all that
tends to unite every member thereof still closer in bonds of affection.
But ever remember that it is only as we draw near to Christ, and as we
live in Him, that we realize the advantages of family union.
In conclusion, let me ask you, my brother, a question-a solemn
question. To whom do you belong 1 Are you a child in this family 1
Let no one settle this matter for you; answer it yourselves. When
I think how many at this moment are living in a state of awful opposition
to God, and when I think too, how easy it is to sit under the means
of grace and yet remain in sin, my heart feels the solemnity of this
interrogation-" Are you of this family 1 "
The greatest evidence of belonging to this family is receiving Ohrist.
A man may do a thousand things that you have never done; but if
he is not building on Christ he is building on the sand. 0 beloved!
be sure you set not your standard too low; some can talk of Gospel
privileges, and yet live in opposition to the holiness of the Gospel.
They are strangers to spiritual conflict, and to mourning for sin after
a godly sort.
But to the true child of God what a soul-cheering subject is this. The
family is partly on earth and partly in heaven. They who are now in
heaven were once as we are;
" They wrestled hard as we do now,
With sins and doubts and fears."

But they are now safe, and the same grace that brought them there
can bring you safely through all the dangers and difficulties of the
desert through which you are passing. Their Father is your Father,
their God is your God, their portion is your portion; however ye may
feel yourselves strangers upon earth, they felt the same, and they are
now with Christ.
It is a heart·uni1-ing subject-{)ne family, one feast, one spirit, one
home. Oh, see the true bond of union! Oh, how it ought to draw
our hearts one to another, that we have the prospect of soon being
together in heaven!
And when we consider, too, that we are called Christians. What
was I 1 A rebel-a worldling. And can I, who am a child of God,
a member of Christ's mystical body, and an heir of heaven, be loving
the world, and making a God of the creature 1 To see a Christian
grovelling upon earth-a Christian mingling with this world! What
an awful sightr-what an abasing thought! Let it be our daily prayer,
that while in the world we may be kept from the evil.
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THE PORTRAIT.-MR. JOHN WOOD.
OUR portrait this month is that of Mr. JOHN WOOD, the beloved
Honorary Secretary of the Evangelization Society, and the Acting
Honorary Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance. A busy man, busily
engaged in the best of all service. The dual position which he holds,
in addition to his many engagements in 'connection with Evangelistic
meetings, conferences, etc., in different parts of the land, enables him
to say, "This one thing I do," and constitutes him one of the leaders
of God's work in this country.
Mr. WOOD was born at Pinwall Hall, Atherstone, in 1846, and was
"born again" at the age of twenty, that is, in 1866. Immediately
after his conversion, knowing that the question at to what he muSt do
to be saved had been satisfactorily answered in his own experience, he
began to ask, " What can I do for the salvation of others 1" Openings
soon occurred for him to address cottage and other mission meetings
in Leicestershire, Staffordshire, and Derbyshire, and God graciously
set His seal to the messages given. He also organized and arranged
large and important meetings in his own immediate neighbourhood,
and asked the Evangelization Society to help in the work by sending
evangelists, which request was readily granted. Amongst those who
took. part in the Atherstone meetings may be mentioned the honoured
names of Admiral Fishbourne, Major Webber Smith, Mr. Robert
Baxter, Gawin Kirkham, William Taylor, and others who have now
now gone to their reward; also Captain the Hon. Reynolds Moreton,
R.N., Mr. (now Rev.) Nevile Sherbrooke; and Mr. Finlay Gibson.
These meetings brought Mr. WOOD closely into touch with the late
Captain Smith, whom he was in after years to succeed in the Honorary
Secretaryship of the Evangelization Society. At their first interview
some thirty-eight years ago Captain Smith's prompt question was,
" Can you preach 1 " to which the reply was, "No." "Well," said
Captain Smith, "When you can stand on a platform and look a
tnousand people in the face for five minutes without speaking, and
then quietly begin to preach, let me know." The feelings those words
provoked are remembered now; also a card in the office which then
caught the young preacher's eye on which were printed the words:
" Begin low; proceed slow; mount higher; take fire; then expire! ".
Eventually the" call " to wider service came, and Mr. WOOD had to
make the great decision as to whether he should surrender country life
and agricultural pursuits, for which he had been designated, and step
out upon what was to him an unknown path in the great harvest field
of evangelistic effort. He earnestly desired in this, as in all else, that
not his will but God's will should be done, and so, "not being
disobedient to the heavenly vision," God graciously guided His servant
in making the choice. Surrendering home and personal considerations,
he accepted Captain Smith's invitation and became a member of the
Evangelization Society. God had need of His servant, and He who
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gave the call gave the necessary grace and equipment. A wide sphere
of usefulness immediately opened before Mr. WOOD, who for more than
twenty-five years was privileged to conduct evangelistic missions in
connection with clergymen, miuisters and Christian workers throughout
England, Scotland, and Wales, with ever-increasing acceptance and
blessed results, numbers of men and women being brought to a saving
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, through his ministry. In
those early and memorable days, when evangelistic work was free from
the many auxiliaries, and so-called attractions which surround it to-day,
and when men relied exclusively upon the Spirit of God and prayer
to make the Gospel a living and quickening message to the unsaved,
large congregations gathered in town halls, schoolrooms, barns, etc.,
to hear the glad message, and it was often Mr. WOOD'S privilege to
preach on Sundays to audiences numbering from 400 to 1000, the
people coming from miles around to attend the special evangelistic
services. No attempt was ever made to force results, but results
there were, as there ever will be when the Gospel of the grace of the
blessed God is unfolded faithfully, earnestly, simply, and within the
comprehension of the people to whom it is proclaimed. Some of those
brought to God, are to-day serving Him in the ministry of the Gospel,
both at home and in the foreign field.
During Mr. WOOD'S long career in Christian work several requests
have come to him to lead other enterprises in Christ's service, but he
has declined each offer, feeling that God's choice for him was the work
of the Evangelization Society, which from a small beginning in 1864,
and an income of £228, has steadily grown until, during the last
financial year, which ended on the 31st March, the large sum of £14,739
was received in legacies, thank-offerings, subscriptions, and donations,
the largest annual income during the forty-three years' existence of
the Society. The responsibilities of the Honorary Secretary are great,
for upon him devolves not only the organizing of the work, but the
selecting, and in a measure, the training of the preachers, numbering
over 200, who go forth from the three centres, London, Liverpool,
and Glasgow, from week to week, to all parts of the country,
determining to know and to preach" nothing save Jesus Christ and
Him crucified."
Needless to say, Mr. WOOD is a diligent and painstaking student of
the Word of God, holding strongly the doctrines of sovereign grace, •
with a clear insight into dispensational truth. Often in his Bible
Readings, which are greatly valued by those who know and love the
Word of God, he traces, with clear delineation, God's programme in
the world's history, concerning the Jew, the Gentile, the Church of
God, and thousands have profited by his definite and thoughtful
" teaching" addresses. Although of a very retiring disposition, he is
nevertheless" a workman that needeth not to be ashamed," beloved
by all who know him, honoured by the members of the office staff, both
in Surrey Street, and Adam Street, and valued as a true servant of God
by the members of the Committee and agents of the two Societies with
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which he is closely identified. In these sad days of declension, when
Ritualism and Rationalism abound, we pray the subject of our sketch
may be long spared to continue to superintend the great work which
God has placed in his hands.
It should be added that Mr. WOOD is a Trustee of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, and is a much valued speaker annually at the Clifton
Conference of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.
CHRISTIAN HUSBANDRY.
THE SEASONS-SPRING.
By AMBROSE SERLE, AND RECOMMENDED BY THE REV. WILLIAM
ROMAINE.
(Continued from page 357.)

As winter seems the death, so spring appears the resurrection of the
creation. It has been supposed by some that, but for the fall of man,
the world would have been delighted with perpetual spring, and that
the change of seasons has been appointed as a part of human punishment, inflicted by a variation of the original constitution, motion, and
position of the globe. They have been led to conclude (as perfection
admits of no change) that, at the first formation of the earth, the most
exquisite spring
Greell'd all the year; and fruits and blossoms blushed,
In social sweetness ou the self-same bough.

However this may be, upon the dawn of this season what an
exhilarating beauty and delight pervade the face of nature. A
universal gaiety cheers both the animal and the vegetable world.
Every species of being, wakened into newness of life, puts forth its
respective acts and energies to display the wisdom and goodness of
the great Creator. The fields are covered with the richest verdure,
which at once gladdens and improves the organs by which it is seen.
The flowers, in a thousand various and incomparable tints, which the
art of man can but remotely mimic, and which throw the most glowing
splendours of a Solomon into shade, discover the surpassing excellence
of an Almighty hand. The birds are rich in melody and loud in song.
They all combine to swell "the symphony of spring." The poet
attempts to celebrate the varied wonders of this fragrant time, and has
been happy to paint only an hundredth part of the beauties which
clothe the animated scene. Hence indeed are gathered, and may be
gathered without end, subjects for action, meditation, and praise, by
all that can see, or move, or think; but chiefly by thee, 0 believer in
Jesus, who art privileged to read these living hieroglyphics with
enlightened eyes, and to apply them, in a sense far above the reach of
nature, to thine own comfort and thy Saviour's praise. Thou art
capacitated to peruse characters, unseen by the carnal eye, though
impressed upon every leaf, and plant, and tree-characters divinely
drawn and lessons sublimely written of infinite importance and delight.
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Read the beautiful transcripts of thy Master's lovinglcindness and
mercy, and (like the silent and attentive Mary) treasure them up in
thy heart.
Canst thou behold the beautiful spring recovered from the winter's
frost, or see the face of the earth everywhere renewed, without viewing
a sensible type and demonstration of that regenerating life with
which God hath quickened thee from the death of trespasses and
sins 1 Christ was born in the depth of \vinter, and perhaps to show to
man that he is n.aturally born in winter too-in the winter of God's
wrath and of his own alienation from Him. He hath removed the
keenness of this winter and introduced an everlasting spring: He hath
mercifully introduced this spring into thy souL Hence arise the
blossoms, the verdure, and the fruits of grace. Perceiving this glorious
change, thy heart is full of wonder and love, and thou art bursting forth
in the seraphic ardour of the prophet, "How great is His goodness!
how great is His beauty!" Dead as thou once wert in trespasses and
sins, now thou art all alive to God, and art calling upon every member of
thy body and upon every faculty of thy soul to celebrate His mercy
and to make His praise glorious. This is the dawning of God's eternal
spring. Ere long thou shalt enter the full blaze of uncreated glory,
and taste, and see, and enjoy, in the realms of bliss, what mortal eye
hath not seen, ear heard, or heart conceived, below.
11. The earth cannot recover itself from winter; but God alone,
according to His constitution of things, effects it by an act of His
sovereign power.,
Nor can the soul of man spring forth into spiritual life but by the
vivifying agency of the Spirit of God. The true Christian is born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God: The same omnipotence which gave all the creatures their
natural existence must give him his spiritual being. That Almighty
Word which spake, and all things were made, can only make him by
His energetic voice a new-born souL 'Tis God alone effects
.'. . . the second birth
Of heaven and earth. A wakening na.ture hears
His new crea.ting word a.nd starts to life."

And much quietness and assurance of spirit result from this to the
believing mind. For,
Ill. As the spring does not change to the other seasons, but is
preserved with invincible certainty, in its own order, so the soul which
is truly born of God is never unborn of Him. He cannot be now an
heir of grace, and hereafter a subject of the devil. As a man once alive
in the natural world cannot become a nonentity or change himself
into an elephant or other beast, or as a plant of one kind cannot drop
its own properties and assume those of an heterogeneous nature without
putting into confusion the invariable law of the whole creation, which
has fixed the genus and species of every animal and plant, so the spirit
which is once regenerated and born of the Holy Ghost cannot lose that
Divine nature which it partakes and which is its inherent life as a
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child of God, without breaking the whole constitution and degree of
grace, which, being ordained for higher and more important ends,
must surely be at least as invariable and irrefragable as that of nature.
When the sun rises it does not go back again, but passes on to the
meridian and from thence to the west, without the least delay or
aberration. And if this order were not settled in spiritual as well as
natural things, upon what ground could the apostle mention to
believers the "strong consolation" which he assures them is the
undoubted privilege that God hath appointed for them 1 In short, if
men would read the word and works of God more, and perplex themselves less with the corrupt reasonings of their own minds, we should
have fewer disputes upon this subject, because the evidences of this
truth appear written both in the Word and upon the face of all things.
The spring not only exhibits the important doctrine of regeneration,
but also the final resurrection of the dead. Here we may admire and
adore the manifold or multiform wisdom of God. In a wonderful
combination of ideas, all agreeing as reciprocal parts of one truth
within themselves, He scatters the rays of His, wisdom outwards to
man, various as the colours they form in their appearance, and different,
likewise, in the design, and then concenyrates, unites, and resolves them
all again into His own everlasting glory and the felicity of His creatures.
He can speak of heaven and earth by the same word, and describe
both the visible and invisible effects of His grace by the same thing.
His wisdom is not only multiform, but of every form. All forms, ideal,
natural, and spiritual, express this wisdom, exist by it, and in it are
one. He is their Alpha and Omega, the beginning of all things, and
their end.
IV. To see all vegetable nature bursting forth into new life, and
assuming its beautiful appearance on the approach of spring, would
astonish any person with wonder and delight who had never beheld or
heard of the charming scene. From a state' of torpor and apparent
death, every plant, by the inscrutable operation of God, dilates its
substance into its proper leaves, and exhibits the lustre of its peculiar
flowers. The general vegetation is no less rapid than delightful, and
fills the air with perfume as well as the eye with beauty. The whole
inanimate creation seems to glow with joy; and all the animal tribes,
according to their several ranks and designations, testify aloud the
jocund sensations which they feel.
What a lively type is this of the general awakening of the bodies,
redeemed to an eternal life ! God, who made them originally from the
dust, shall e'er long raise them from the dust again. Nothing shall
remain in the corrupted earth, but what was corrupt and impure. The
body of the Christian, like that of the infidel, fell indeed a natural body,
tainted with sin and gross with disease; but shall rise up a spiritual
frame, meet for the reception of that holy and sublime spirit which is
to reside in it for ever (Eph. ii. 22). The believer will be the same
being, though he will exist in a different mode of being. So Jesus was
the same God-man before His resurrection as afterwards; but when
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His human nature was fully glorified upon finishing the important work
of salvation, that same human nature had a new kind of subsistence.
It could pierce through solid matter like the most sublimated spirit,
and,when all doors were shut, invisible to the sight, unperceived by the
ear, unobstructed by the walls of the apartment and even by the bodies
of His disciples, He stood in the midst. Just such shall be the rarefied
bodies of the redeemed; for they shall be like their exalted Master in
all things; and, though now vile and depraved, shall then receive the
fashion of His most glorious body, according to the working of His
almighty power. They will change the manner of their being, but
not their being itself. When corruption is extingnished within them,
which is not essential but adventitious only to their nature, they will
become pure and spiritual. Then shall appear the rapturous scene of
heaven's everlasting sRring; then shall be heard the ecstatic melodies
of the blest; then shall be felt those ineffable delights which no mortal
eye hath seen, ear heard, or thought conceived. Is this the prospect,
o my soul! and shall I not long to see it 1 Shall I not look over the
low impediments of sickness, sorrow, and death, and cry out, "Come,
Lord Jesus; Come quickly!" He will come; He will not tarry; He
will bless thee for evermore.
But there are some among us, as well as among the wise Corinthians
of 'old, who say, that there is no resurrection of the dead. And yet, if
there be truth in God, or His Word, the constant return of the spring
is not more sure. What should we think of a man's understanding,
who, looking upon the dreary face of the earth, in the midst of winter,
should positively assert the physical impossibility of a succeeding
spring 1 And he might argue with full as much plausibility from the
death, corruption, and inactive state of the objects around him, against
the hope of a new vegetation, as an infidel can reason against the
resurrection of the body. They both would object upon one common
principle-a doubt of the power of God, and a :lisbelief of His constitutions ; forgetting, too, that it surely cannot be more difficult to reinstate
atoms into forms, than to create them originally. Indeed, in the former
case of doubt, the ordination of God returns upon the senses and
experience of men so frequently that, while they might doubt, the
succession of the season would confute them. But still there is not
an argument which they can use against the resurrection but which
may be turned, allowing for the difference of the objects, as strongly
against the revival of the spring. The apostle, therefore, in the most
excellent series of deduction which ever was penned, has taken one
very powerful instance from the effects of the spring to show the
nature, as well as necessity, of our corporeal resurrection from the dead
(1 Cor. xv. 35--44).
Could we admit for a moment that there will be no resurrection;
what is the consequence lOne almost too fearful to relate! It is
briefly this: all the book of God is false from beginning to end; all
the promises made to the patriarchs, all their expectation and
deliverances, with all the mercies they reckoned up and were careful
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to deliver down to posterity, are all in vain. All the prophetic
ordinances given to the ancient Church; all the most beautiful types,
framed with so much wisdom and propriety as even to surprise us now,
and calculated to shadow forth heavenly and spiritual purposes, are
become absurdities in themselves, and lying vanities too, because they
were said to be directed from God. All the consequent observation
of those rites, meditations upon them, and learning in them, expressly
enjoined by the law, for ages; and all the faith and hopes of holy men
from the beginning of the world are altogether come to naught and
sunk in oblivion. Ten thousand times ten thousand sacrifices, instituted
as implorations of mercy through the blood' of the Redeemer, and
innumerable millions of prayers have been offered up to a mistaken
object of worship, and therefore offered to nobody for nothing. All
the wonderful appearances and interpositions of providence (as they
were understood) and all the enjoyment of promises from heaven
fulfilled, have been only matters of mere chance, which the impious
piety of men has converted into holy frauds. In vain have apostles
preached, and in vain have martyrs shed their blood. All the prophets
were liars, and their inspirations vile deceit. Nothing ever came to
pass which they predicted; or, if it did, it was only the result of mere
guess. Of course, their prophecies of the Messiah, and of the rise and
fall of empires and states at particular periods (notwithstanding the
concurrent evidence of history, both sacred and profane) have been
vile impositions upon the sense and experience of mankind. All that
Christ claimed to be, all that He did or suffered, with all the wonders
and miracles wrought by Himself and His apostles, were infamous
pretences and abominable delusions. The history, therefore, which
recounts them in the New Testament, and the history of those times,
written both by Christian and heathen authors, were absolute fables.
In short, there is no such thing as history in the world. We are in a
maze of doubt and uncertainty; the greatest unbeliever is the truest
believer; and the most unsettled scepticism must be the most certain
religion. The~e is, in a word, neither Redeemer nor redemption; no
reality in the relation of things; no evidence in our senses; no hope
in life or death; no heaven or immortality; no providence, wisdom,
or truth, in all that is, or all that appears to be; but the whole medley
of things is a mere illusion, and the very being of God a lie. This is
the noble creed of \hose who renounce the Gospel. A creed which,
if ,ashamed to own, they must necessarily hold; and so to avoid what
they think the absurdity of Christ's resurrection and the resurrection
of His people, they plunge themselves into this chaos, this abyss of
absurdities; and, without faith to receive the truth, they have a vast
credulity which can swallow everything beside. Yet this is the sum
of the world's wisdom, which rejecteth the simplicity of the GospeL
Lift up thine heart, believer, and bless God that from this horrible pit
thou art saved!
V. We have considered the two important doctrines of the spring,
the regeneration of the soul, and the resurrection (or- regeneration) of
,8
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the body. But this season of spring preaches also many other excellent
truths which tend to out edification and improvement. Let us therefore attend to the lessons which God inculcates by His works and by
His Word.
One great use of the leaves of plants is, like that of the lungs in
animals, to imbibe air for the expansion of their structure, and
particularly for the formation of the buds, which are the branches in
embryo, or the stems of future fruits and flowers. These leaves are
full of vessels, which are properly ramified for the reception, digestion,
and circulation of the vegetable juices; and consequently, without
them no plant could obtain health or increase. Every vegetable has
also its peculiar leaf, constructed either broad or narrow, smooth or
indented, 'fine or thick, as will best answer to support its particular
fabric; and when the full supply is effected, they fall off and disappear.
Like these are all the dispensations of God's providence and grace
to man. They are calculated, with the utmost exactness, for the
present advantage or future glory of His people. They can no more
flourish without the momentary sustentation of His Spirit than a plant
can prosper for a moment without air, the Spirit's emblem. Nor
could they receive this spiritual support without faculties spiritually
prepared for it. In such a case they would not be benefited by any
blessings which might surround them, as the dead trunk of a tree, or
a tree without leaves has no capacity of circulating or digesting the
natural fluids about it. Every believer has also a particular dispensation, a peculiar faculty assigned to him, which is fitted for the purpose
he is to answer in this world, Or to prepare him for another. All good
people are not smooth people. There is many a rough leaf in the
garden of God. But these answer some wise purpose of the Lord,
though they are not very pleasant either to the eye or hand of man.
Some of these are commonly used, like Luther, against the foes of the
Church. The understandings and capacities also of believers are broad
or narrow, as suits their order, place, or purpose. There are many
slender leaves, whose plants, were they broad, would be encumbered
With the weight of their moisture, or oppressed by the fury of the wind.
So a narrow comprehension often escapes error, where a mind of
greater compass is borne down by it entirely. In short, every sort of
faculty is only a blessing, as the Lord makes it and keeps it. The same
may be said of all providential dispensations. The broad or narrow
leaves of riches or poverty, the rough or smooth foliage of sorrow or
joy, are all suited aright, are all blessings in their time and place,
according to the Divine ordination. They last as long as is necessary
to the object, and then (as none of God's works are in vain) they withdraw and disappear. The wisdom of grace seeks not their removal
for carnal ease or selfish views, but the accomplishment of God's
purpose and glory by them, without which the soul would be deprived
of its true and lasting interest. If this point of wisdom could be well
established in the Christian's heart he would escape ten thousand pangs
of sorrow or insubmission.
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VI. 'Tis a necessary precaution used in the garden, to set out the
several species of plants which are designed for seed very carefully by
themselves, lest the !ari= !re<:U'lldans, or seminal dust, of any degenerated plants in their neighbourhood be scattered upon the matrices
of their blossoms, and thereby degenerate the whole future plantation.
In every sense, "evil communications corrupt good manners." In
the education of youth no prudence is to be omitted in removing, as
far as possible, the contagion of ill examples. All our senses have that
sympathetic turn in them which disposes us to an assimilation with
those with whom we chiefly converse. And experience has proved
that if our affections are once carried away by any particular persons
or objects, our reason and imagination, as well as the subordinate
faculties of the soul, generally become subject to their predominate
vices or passions. If we consider the matter in a spiritual view, we
shall find that the command to God's people is, " Come out from among
the evil doers, and be ye separate." If a Christian live much with men
of the world, he must imbibe their spirit, or they must receive his. If
otherwise, the complacency between them will soon be broken. He
may and indeed ought to carry on the particular allotment of providence
with them in business or human affairs, or else he must (as the apostle
speaks) be actually" out of the world." But here rests the difference:
though he transacts with the world, he does not enjoy with the world.
His affections are not with them, for his views and hopes, like his head
and heart, are lifted up above the earth: His feet only touch, and,
while they touch, they trample upon the ground. As a man, he must
live with men in all the co=on offices of humanity. But as a Christian
he lives with his God, and one great point of his happiness and duty
consists in living above the world, and as much as may be in a spiritual
abstraction from it. If a plant incline to the earth we drive a stake
by it, and tie it up, or else it would rot upon the soil. And shall we
wonder, therefore, when God's plants are prone to kiss the ground and
to rest upon the dirt, that their inclination is hedged up with thorny
providences, that some rugged bar is fixed close to their very 'roots,
and that they are tied up fast by afflictions or disease ~
VII. In the spring that curious operation called grafting is
practised by the nurseryman upon the several wild stocks appointed
for that purpose.
As the life of the year begins at this season, so commonly in youth
(the springtime of· man) doth God engraft the life of the soul. We
are, since the fall, all wild stocks by nature, bearing thorns as well as
leaves, or at best useless and ungrateful fruit. The Lord cuts off the
luxuriant branch, cleaves its very heart, and inserts, where He has
cleaved, the small scion or shoot of His grace. He binds it fast, and
defends it from the hostile inclemencies around, till the contact is duly
formed, and the tokens of life, with its protruding buds and blossoms,
begin to appear in the soul.
VIII. The nurseryman chooseth his stocks for grafting according
to his own mind, and passeth by others at his pleasure.
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God likewise selects His trees of righteousness according to the
purpose of His own unerring decrees. They are planted, they are
grafted, they are made fruitful, agreeably to the motives of that wisdom
which cannot but order what is right, holy, just, and good, and
consonant with the impressions of that power which can never be
frustrated or over-ruled. Thus saith Christ to His disciples, "Ye
have not ,chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that
you should go forward, and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit
should remain" (John xv. 16).
IX. When a tree is grafted the old stock is not suffered to shoot
out and bear fruit; but its wild branches, which are ever budding
forth, and especially in young trees, are cut off with attention and care.
Thus, though the old nature remain, it is kept under and subdued,
while the good branch alone is suffered to flourish and produce.
In the Christian, though grace be grafted into his soul, his old carnal
nature remains just as -it was before. It is of itself, as it ever was,
carnal, sensual, devilish. It produces no good fruit, and can produce
none. A thistle might as soon afford a fig, or a thorn a grape. The
Spirit of God, therefore, nips its shooting branches when they appear,
lest they should exhaust the vigour and sap of the tree. Were i hey
let alone they would soon destroy the most valuable part of the plant.
The knife of the law, with its sharpness of duty and command, is most
rigorously to be applied here, both to cut down and"keep down the
luxuriant excrescences of sin. Thus the old nature being suppressed
daily with its affections and lusts, the new engrafted nature is
permitted only to rise and flourish and bring forth "the fruits of
righteousness, which are by Christ Jesus to the glory of God." By'
this cultivation of the heavenly Husband-man, the plants are made
holy and kept holy. In their new nature they would not sin if they
could; in their old nature they must not sin if they would. By the
one they commit no sin, because as a divine nature it is born of God,
is grafted into Christ, and abideth in Him (1 John iii. 6). By the
other sin cannot have dominion, because they are crucified with
Christ and are circumcised by Him; in other words, He cuts off their
natural branches and their evil fruits whenever they appear. By
this constant. operation (for this is a constant work) the carnal nature
is subdued, aud the spiritual nature rises up, so that the whole man,
from a barren or evil tree, becomes a fruitful and a good one, thrives
in grace, spreads to an appointed stature, and at last is transplanted
to glory.
X. In the spring all the the fruit-trees are covered with blossoms,
and make a most splendid appearance; but when the winds blow and the
rains beat, only those whose fruit is kernelled within them remain for
maturity. In the kernel is that principle of life without which, however minute beyond conception at first, all the rest is mere bulk, and
for the support of which both flower and fruit are constructed.
An expressive symbol this of the state of God's Church below! When
religion walks (as one expresses it) in her golden slippers, her attendants
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are numerous and her admirers not a few. But let her only appear,
like her Master, forlorn and rejected of men, without the credit of the
world, and without a place in it where to lay her head, her unreal
votaries will fall off by troops, and will find, with very little seeking,
a thousand occasions of offence (Mark iv. 17). When profession
becomes a fashion, like all other fashions, it will be followed. But
when God leta loose the persecutor's arm, when His winds of trial are
permitted to blow; and when to be a Christian indeed is to be odiously
singular, alas! how many fair blossoms fall off to the earth, and corrupt
upon it as their end and their all 1 How many, that once hung upon
the top of the tree, or were the highest and loudest in the Christian
profession, have shrunk beneath the root, and within a while have left
their place to be known no more 1 The view of this must touch our
feelings as men, and should teach us humility as Christians. "By
faith we stand (says the apostle); and this faith IS not of yourselves;
it is the gift and the operation of God." Amidst, then, all the shipwrecks we have seen, not of, but concerning the faith in the minds of
men, we have a noble establishment to rest upon from the Divine
promises; nevertheless [let all things appear as they may] the foundation [the covenant and decree] of God standeth sure, having this seal
[whose legend on the one side is] THE LORD KNOWETH THEM THAT ARE
HIS, and [on 'the other] LET EVERY ONE THAT NAMETH THE NAME [or
possesseth the nature] of Christ, depart from iniquity. One side of
this seal of the Covenant is turned towards God, and is impressed
invisibly (but to Him) upon every believing soul; but the other
side lies open to all the world; and if the transcript of it is not legible
in the professor's life and conversation, it is because he is unsealed of
God, and therefore none of His. The Lord alone knows His redeemed
by one mark; but heaven and earth may know them by the other.
Thus they are all sealed (Rev. vii. 3), sealed to the day of redemption
(Eph. iv. 30), and set as a seal upon the heart and the arm of their Lord
(Cant. viii. 6). Their fruit, as trees of the Lord's planting, remaineth
amidst all the blasts and trials of time, and is brought to full perfection
in the heavenly Eden.
XI. Every vegetable has its essential oil, without which it could
neither flourish nor live. Upon this oil, which is extended through
the ramifications of every plant, and without which it would be as
dry and sterile as the chemical caput mortuum; the rays of light from
the sun act, generate by it that motion through the vegetable which
is called its life and increase, and render it the vehicle of all the imbibed
nourishment by which that life and increase are supplied.
In like manner, every true believer has the oil of grace, and because
of the anointing of this oil, which runs from the head of the spiritual
Aaron to the meanest of His members, he is called a Christian. He is
not a Christian indeed, without this oil. The use of this precious
unction from the Holy One is to fit the soul for the impression of those
rays of light from the Sun of righteousness, by which it grows and
bears fruit to the glory of God. This glorious Sun might irradiate ten
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thousand spiritual worlds; yet, without this oil, the spirit of man
would not be the better for its rays. It could neither prosper nor be
happy. But having this spiritual unction, the soul has communion
with the Lord of Life, and grows by His light and heat, in wisdom and
stature according to the measure and intention of the heavenly gift.
XII. At this season of the year there is much to be done in the
field and garden. Most of the crops for the ensuing autumn are now
to be sown, and great care is usually taken to suppress or destroy the
rising weeds, which will spring up with all the useful plants, and would
injure, if not absolutely choke up, the expected produce.
So in the husbandry of God, the great business of sowing the word
or seed of life is usually performed in the springtime of His people's
hearts. He then breaks up their fallow ground, and begins the
preparation of their souls for the autumn of glory. More rarely are
His redeemed called in a riper age; and such of them as are so called
more rarely still arrive at that height and vigour of grace with which
more early converts are blessed, or produce equally excellent fruit.
In the youthful part of life, however, many rife and luxuriant weeds,
many strong and baleful lusts, rise up and war against the soul. These,
but for the providence and grace of the spiritual Husbandman, would
soon overrun and prevaiL Did not an invisible hand conduct the
redeemed in youth, when passions and temptations eagerly solicit a
league, they would be more exposed to spiritual dangers of every
kind than while infants they were liable to temporal injuries without
the guard of a careful eye. In fact, God's people are all infants
respecting the need of His protection, and therefore are usually called
His children. Some, in respect of others, may indeed appear like
fathers and young men; but they never assume their full growth and
become of age till they are released from the bondage and burden of
the flesh. I,ike the field or garden, they always want culture and care.
They have a thousand rank weeds continually springing up, which
Satan hath sown with a busy hand. These are to be cut down from day
to day. "Every plant (says the gracious Redeemer) which My heaveuly
Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up." He fulfils this blessed
word by the agency of His Holy Spirit. These weeds of corruption he
watches now to suppress, and, when the time of harvest shall come,
will absolutely destroy. He constantly nurtures, on the other hand,
the plants of His grace, waters them every moment, attends them
through &11 their growth, and finally matures them for heaven.
(To be ormtinfUJd.)

SINNERSHIP AND SONSHIP.
IN this truth-despising day, when the plain statements of a free-grace
Gospel affright many who owe all their salvation to the truth they thus
tremble to hear fully proclaimed, the bold and open declaration of it
becomes increasingly valuable, and will be hailed with gracious delight
by those who have been brought to that point of destitution, having
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" nothing to pay." Whilst thousands of professors are vainly aiming
to come up to the Gospel mark, they little guess that the first step of
ascent is to be brought dawn to this very point, paradoxical as it may
seem to all but the grace-taught child of God. Sometimes of late,
when turning over the leaves of my Bible in painful listlessness, as
though I could find nothing there, I have received a ray of encouragement from this thought; Well, there is no invitation to bring anything
here; and it is well for me there is not, for if heaven might be purchased
with one mite of merit, I have it not to give, for, as the poet says ;"My best is stained and dyed with sin,
My all is nothing worth."
Easy. work to say or write this, but oh! the deep-cutting heartwork employed to bring us again and again to this point; the emptying
from vessel to vessel-the ransacking of hidden corners-the discovery of head sins, the unsuspected evils laid bare and open to
our view, so that our comeliness is all turned into corruption, and our
only cry is, "Lord, I am vile." Thus God deals with us that we may
experimentally learn it is all of grace, from first to last; and then,
as needy and poor, and having nothing to pay, the Gospel becomes good
news unto us.
Some Christians talk of this as a matter effected once for all at
the very earliest stage of their Christian course; but surely this must be
contradicted by the experience of the living family of God, who find
ever and anon that the. same lessons are to be learnt over again. The
most advanced and experienced Christian can never get to that point
when the prayer of the publican is unsuitable, "God be mericful to
me, a sinner"; for those who have the sweetest evidence of sonship
will (if I mistake not) always have coupled therewith the deepest
heart conviction of sinnership. There have been moments in my
experience when the enemy has prevailed far with me to doubt my
sonship, and I have been helped from above occasionally to repel him
in this way. When he has urged that I had only a theoretical
knowledge of the truth, but that I was destitute of heart experience,
I have turned upon him thus; Well, Satan, if I know and feel no more
than this, you cannot persuade me that I do not feel myself a sinner,
and none but God the Holy Ghost can give this wound in the heart,
which finds balm only in the blood of Jesus Christ.

A.

'!!Uttcl:tpunbenre.
MARIA ESTREMERA.
To the Editor of the " Gospel Magazine_"
My DEAR SIR,-I am truly grateful to you (and others through
you) for the kind help once again given in the matter of votes at the
recent election of candidates for the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society's
Pensions.
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It is with heartfelt gratitude to the Hearer and Answerer of Prayer
that I am able to tell you that the one of especial interest to the dear
Misses Philpot· and their friends, with myself, was successful in
obtaining the Ten Guinea Pension. The dear aged 'pilgrim, Maria
Estremera, has had a very eventful and interesting history. Quoting
from that excellent little organ, The Quarterly Record of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, our contemporary says, "Nothing can be
more touching than the expressions of gratitude which are received
from the beneficiaries. Our valued correspondent 'K. B.' writes
of Maria Estremera, a Spanish woman, who has been delivered alike
from the power of sin and the darkness of Popery, and is now a
pensioner; , She is one of the happiest and most praiseful saints I
know; she continually gives thanks for her pension, and prays for
those through whose kindness she receives it. She suffers much;
but often with the brightest of smiles looks up and says," Never mind!
not for long. Soon going to the Glori~." She was telling me of a
time in the cold weather of last year when one day she had not one
farthing in the house and no " needie one" (needle work). She took
up her Spanish Bible, asking the Lord to speak something through it
to her comfort. She opened upon Rev. ii., and her eye fell upon
verse 9. With a wealth of gratitude beaming in her eyes she said, " Me
shuttee Book! Me laugh!" It was, I am sure, a holy laugh of joy. I
enquired what happened. "Very soon come in Mrs. W. with work.
No money, but money to pay for silk. Me plenty silk in house. So
quickly buy coals and de-ner (dinner). Thank you, Lord; very kind
to me!" She greatly enjoys listening to the Word at our daily
worship, and both yesterday and to-day, though unable to be up all
day begged to come down' just for les priBres.' "
I have been led to send you this brief account, remembering what
a warm interest your readers have taken in many such aged saints in
the past whom it has been my privilege to help, and how the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE has for a· great many years been a most helpful medium for
the Society. Its Editors successively in the late beloved Dr. Doudney,
George Cowell, and now yourself, have ever most warmly advocated
its claims, and promoted as far as possible its worthy cause. Speaking
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, I was very interested recently in looking
over some of the back volumes to notice how several times in its
history it had undergone changes with regard to its secondary
inscription, whilst it is noteworthy that the main title was sustained throughout. Thus, the volume for 1773 bore on its fly-leaf, The
Gospel Magazine, or Spiritual Library. For how long that title was
continued I am not in a position to say, as I do not possess all the
immediately subsequent volumes. But in 1839 it was changed to
The Gospel Magazine and Theological Review, whilst the year following
it began a new series under its several Editors who, retaining the first
title, gave the additional Ohurch of England Advocate. Once more,
the late beloved Dr. Doudney in 1852 gave it the title which remains
to this day-The Gospel Magazine and Protestant Beacon. How
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markedly has it been sustained on the true old Gospel lines ; and how
true it is that the same Gospel which fed the people then is the only
food that satisfies His hungering and thirsting children now. That
you may long, Sir, be spared to send forth from this spiritual treasury
" The old, old story of Jesus and His love" is the prayer of your many
readers, with myself, so that a precious Christ may be exalted in
these hearts, and His Kingdom be advanced.
Believe me, Dear Sir, yours very truly,
Redland, Bristol.
RUTH COWELL.
FRAGRANT TESTIMONY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,-I know that always in our dear old GOSPEL
MAGAZINE you and its last Editor, my beloved father Dr. Doudney,
liked to have an account of the" Home·going" of any of the Lord's
dear children.
Ever since we came to Leamington, seven years ago, I have had the
privilege of the close friendship of dear Mrs. Thelwall. She lived in
the village of Radford, about a mile from here; it is a lovely little
spot, quite in the country. Her husband was the Vicar, "The Rev.
Sydney Thelwall, M.A."; and the Vicarage adjoins the Church.
My youngest son, Hamilton (now in Russia), was greatly attached
to his ministry, and it was a great delight to me to walk out to Radford
with him, to worship in the lovely little church, and to hear the same
old Gospel truths preached that one was accustomed to from childhb'od,
and the beautiful Church Service read in its simplicity.
There was always a kindly welcome awaiting us when we went
mto the Vicarage from dear Mrs. Thelwall, and many a happy talk
we had about the Master and the things concerning His Kingdom.
She loved, too, to have a mother's talk about the children who had left
us and were settled in homes of their own, and of those that were
waiting for us in our Home above.
She, like us, was left alone, for her two daughters were married,
and her only son, Frank, is in South Africa. Her thoughts were constantly with them, and her prayers went up for them day and night.
I never knew a more loving spirit than she had. Her husband was
devoted to her, and made her sitting-room his study during the last
years of her life, so that she should not feel her loneliness too keenly.
But her infirmities increased, and every time I went to Radiord
I saw the change that was surely coming. Still she was her own
bright self even to the last, always thinking of others. So hospitable,
so anxious that their wants should be cared for.
Thursday, May 2nd, I took an Irish friend (Miss Renison), who
I thought would make a sweet companion and help to her (for she is
an earnest Christian). She seemed very pleased, and w~lcomed her
most kindly, and she proved herself invaluable in all the changes
that followed.
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The next day, Friday, in getting up, the dear one had a fall in her
own room, and bruised and cut herself badly. When I saw her the
next day, Saturday, I felt sure the end was near. Her son-in-law,
Dr. Ellerton, had seen it too, and her loved daughter, Mrs. Ellerton,
went to her at once, did everything that was possible, but the" Home
Call" had come, and nothing could keep her here. Still we had a very
happy time together that afternoon. Her mind was clear and calm
as we talked over everything, specially about prayer being answered
for our children. She· longed to see her far-away son in Africa, and
mine in Russia. She. said she always coupled them together in
her prayers. I said to her, "Would you like to see Jesus 1" She
said she would, and such a bright look came over her face. "I think
you will soon," I answered.
For one minute a look of pain crossed her face as she talked of
leaving her husband behind, all alone. I comforted her by saying,
"You are only going by an earlier train. We shall soon follow."
That night and the following day (Sunday) her sufferings were
extreme, and the weakness increased. I spent nearly the whole day
with her, and felt it a great privilege to minister to her. It was such
an exquisite day, so springlike. The scene from her bedroom window
I shall never forget; the peaceful churchyard; everywhere a sense
of life springing up; the birds singing, and the air full of the scent
of the blossoms, and the children's voices ringing through the air;
whilst in her room the hand of death was so plainly .visible, for her
strength failed rapidly.
Her husband was strengthened to take two full services on that day.
Her dear daughter, Mrs. Ardagh, was sent for; and she was very
pleased to see her. Her two kind sons-in-law, Dr. Ellerton and Dr.
Ardagh, did all that was possible for her, but they could give no hope.
She gradually sank into a state of unconsciousness, and on Monday
morning passed away to be " for ever with the Lord."
On Thursday, May 9th, our dear one was laid to rest in the beautiful
Churchyard adjoining her house. I never saw anything so simple
and sweet as the service was. No trappings of woe or heavy black
hll-ngings, nor funeral carriages. Simply an oak coffin covered with
flowers, carried to her rest, and followed by those who loved her best.
No sense of desolation, but that blessed realization of "peace, perfect
peace," into which she had entered.
The service was read very beautifully by the Rev. E. S. Kingdom,
Vicar of St. Mary's, Leamington, .and his Curate. One felt a note of
triumph as that wonderful chapter (1 Cor. xv.) was read. It was,
indeed, a conflict over and a victory won.
" Thanks be to God, Who giveth us the victory through Jesus Christ
our Lord."
Yours faithfully,
Strathmore, Leamington;
June 1st, 1907.

EMILY ADAMS.
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lhtltestant 15eaCtln.
MULTUM IN PARVO.
THE Bishop of London has appointed the Rev. Dr. Linklater a Pre·
bendary of St. Paul's Cathedral. This clergyman is a pronounced
Ritualist.--The House of Commons has decided that it is desirable
a Commission should be appointed to consider the need of an enquiry
into Monastic and Conventual Institutions-both Roman Catholic and
Anglican. A Bill to that effect has been introduced by Mr. T. L.
Corbett, M.P., and read a first time. We trust this action may lead to
important results in the interest of liberty and morality.--At the
Primitive Methodist Conference recently holden at Leicester, it was
announced that a schedule of the property held by the denomination
amounted-in Chapels alone-to nearly five millions sterling.--A
meeting of the Diocesan· Bishops of the Established Church, extending
to two days, has just been held at Lambeth Palace, under the
presidency of the Primate. The proceedings were conducted with
closed doors.--The Rev. H. Lindsay Young, Vicar of St. John's,
Portsea, gave an instructive Bible Reading on " The Truth" on Monday,
June 10th, to a large and attentive audience at" Westover," Sydenham
Rise, the residence of Mrs. Vicat.--Mr. Austin Taylor, M.P., has
removed his Church Discipline Bill from the official "Votes and
Proceedings" of the House of Commons, and Sir George Kekewich
has dropped his Ecclesiastical Disorders Bill. Let us hope that better
fortune awaits these measures next year.
THE BELIEVER'S CONSCIENCE.
(FROM" THE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN.")

THE sphere of Christian experience pertains mainly to the conscience.
If a believer's conscience be defiled by unresisted and unconfessed sin, the
whole spiritual man is injuriously affected. Communion with the
Father and the Son is held in suspense, worship is hindered, and the
Lord's service becomes burdensome and perfunctory in its nature.
Conscience, when enlightened by the Holy Spirit and instructed in the
Will of God, as revealed in His written Word, is a very delicate and
sensitive spiritual faculty-constantly judging, accusing, approving,
or condemning the believer's walk and conversation. The actings of
even the natural conscience are mysterious; but those of a "good
conscience "-as the apostle Paul writes-are sevenfold deeper
mysteries. In a Christian's advanced experience of Divine things the
instructed conscience becomes almost a personality. It dominates
the d"ily life in its multiform phases, and has something to say about
eaeh word and action; not, indeed, as a tyrannical dictator, but as a
loving confidant and sympathetic counsellor. A tender conscience
is exquisitely susceptible, and is therefore easily grieved. To keep a
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conscience "void of offence towards God" is the vocation of every
one of His children; and this filial obligation calls for much grace,
constant vigilance, and unceasing prayer. The Mercy-seat is consequently the abiding-place of the believer who, above all things, desires
to enjoy the habitual sunshine of his heavenly Father's approval.
It is at this point that the intercession of our great High Priest, the
Lord Jesus Christ, effectively meets the needs of an exercised conscience.
" Having an High Priest over the House of God," writes the author of
the Epistle to the Hebrews, " let us draw near with a true heart, in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience."
Worshippers in God's spiritual temple must be a purged people. They
must worship in spirit and in truth. They that handle the vessels of
the Gospel sanctuary require to have very clean hands. "Be ye clean,
that bear the vessels of the Lord," is a Divine co=and which admits
of no relaxation. Garments unspotted from the world are the spiritual
vestures in which believers-who are all of them priests unto God and
the Father-are called to serve in their appoiuted places... Pure and
undefiled religion is not making a fair show in externals while the
conscience remains untouched by the realities of God's truth. Acceptable service and worship have much more to do with the invisible man
of the heart than with anything appreciable to the eye, the ear, or
the natural senses. Unless the conscience, actuated by the Spirit
and intelligently informed by the Word, hold the first place in the
Lord's service it is all vain.
How iroportant, then, is this matter of possessing ".a good
conscience." What constant watchfulness is demanded, lest some
allowed fleshly thing, however apparently insignificant, mar the
medium of fellowship with Hiro Who" knoweth what is in man." The
precious blood of Christ need always occupy the first place in our
thoughts when we tread J ehovah's courts, or put our hands to His
work. But rich provision for these essential requirements has been
made in the Covenant of Grace. " If we walk in the light, as He is in
the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." The blood of expiation
brings the favoured sinner into the light of God's countenance, and it
is the same blood which sustains him in the light. And the more
habitually the child of God dwells and walks in the light the more
highly will he esteem the value of the blood. It is the precious blood
in contact with the conscience which gives the believer confidence in
the light before God. It is very blessed to remember that in the
Jewish tabernacle and temple the blood was carried into the Holy of
Holies on the Day of Atonement and sprinkled under the very eye of
God! It is that most precious blood of the Lamb which meets the
fullest scrutiny of the Divine justice, and ministers liberty, peace,
and joy to the enlightened conscience of the true worshipper.
CHARITY may bl!{Jin at home, but should not end there.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE past month witnessed the development of serious unrest among
the various States of the world. Russia, Persia, India, Egypt, France,
South Africa, and other countries have been subjected to disturbances,
some of which, it may be feared, point to grave eventualities. International alliances, of a far-reaching character, have also tended to
changes portending new and important problems should war unhappily
again break out involving the great European Powers. England,
France, and Spain have entered into combination. France and Japan
have consolidated a compact. Germany is aggrieved, and fears isolation.
The Russian Duma has been dissolved, for the second time in a brief
period, and a spirit of Republicanism is ominously manifesting itself.
The" Nationalist," or Pro-Papal, party in Ireland are threatening a
fresh agitation for the grant of Home Rule, and the Imperial Government are apparently at a nonplus in the crisis. The vital issue, as
regards the settlement of the woes and disaffection of Ireland, lies in
the answer to a simple question: Is the Protestant Sovereign of the
British Empire or is a Foreign Prelate to rule our Hibernian fellowsubjects? Any compromise between these two competing interests
is impracticable, apart from its being undesirable. Home Rule means
Vatican Rule, or Ireland for Pope Sarto, and Protestant England and
Scotland-as the "predominant partners" in the United Kingdomwill not peaceably make any such abject surrender.

The Ecclesiastical Commissioners, who to a large extent act as the
trustees of vast estates belonging to the Established Church of England,
have recently decided that, in the prospect of a sum of a quarter of a
million sterling becoming available for the purpose of establishing a
Clergy Pension Fund, such Fund shall be duly constituted. Further
contributions for this object are expected.

An Exhibition, on an unexampled scale, illustrative of Palestine life
and customs, was opened on June 11th at the Agricultural Hall,
Islington, the proceeds of which will be devoted to the work of the
London Society for Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews. At
the date of this paragraph the Exhibition, which is of a most artistic
character and rich in exposition of both the Holy Land and the Holy
Book, had proved a remarkable success.
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At a recent meeting of the Directors of the London Missionary Society,
it was reported that gifts and promises amounting to £2,600 had been
received towards the deficiency of £10,000 for the financial year just
closed.
A meeting was held last month at the house of the British and
Foreign Bible Society to receive the report of the delegation from the
Laymen's Missionary Movement of America as to their tour in this
country. The chair was taken by Mr. C. R. Kemp, the Chairman of
the Bible Society. There were present Lord Kinnaird, Sir W. Mackworth Young, Sir Andrew Wingate, Colonel Robert Williams, M.P.
(Treasurer of the C.M.S.), Mr. W. J. Crossley, M.P., and many others.
Lord Kinnaird gave an account of the enthusiastic meetinga held in
Edinburgh, and was followed by two members of the delegation, Mr.
Silas McBee, and Mr. Campbell White, who reported also as to their
visits to Bristol, Sheffield, and Liverpool. Colonel Williams, M.P.,
moved, and Mr. Talbot Wilson, the chairman of the London Missionary
Society, seconded, the following resolutions: (1) "That Great Britain
and Ireland join in the Laymen's Missionary Movement as started in
the United States and Canada, the objects of which are to unite laymen
in an effort to enable the Church of Christ to fulfil the great commission
, to preach the Gospel to every creature,' not to collect or administer
missionary funds or send out missionaries, but to co-operate with the
regularly established agencies in the extension of their work. (2) That
an Executive Committee and Advisory Council be formed for the
movement in England and Wales (one having been already appointed
for Scotland, and it being hoped that one will be formed for Ireland)."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY

OF

THE SOCIETY.

THE Sermon by the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, on Thursday,
May 30th, in St. Stephen's, Coleman Street, drew an unusually large
congregation, and the collection exceeded those of several years past.
As a report of the discourse appears in another part of the MAGAZINE,
it suffices to say that not a few who were present testified to the power
and unction which rested upon the Word. A sweet sense of the Lord's
presence pervaded the assembly, and at the close we could say, " This
is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven."
This annual sermon is of great benefit to the Institution, and the
Committee gratefully acknowledge the long·continued service of their
beloved friend, the preacher.
On Tuesday, June 4th, the annual election of Pensioners to the TenGuinea List was held at the Cannon Street Hotel. Forty were placed
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on this pension, and ten of the oldest without election, these unusually
large numbers being in commemoration of the Society's Centenary.
One hundred and sixty-two of the approved candidates have also been
advanced to the Five-Guinea Pension.
Mrs. James Jones, of Grove Lane, Camberwell, kindly organized
a Sale of Work in her grounds, on Thursday, June 6th. Mrs. George
Francis, of Eltham, opened the Sale, and addresses were given by the
Revs. W. Sykes and W. Sinden, and by Messrs. Savage, Francis,
Boulker, Collin, and the Secretary. The Misses Jones and a number
of ladies rendered admirable service. The proceeds, with donations,
amounted to £100. Mrs. Jones expressed her warmest thanks to
one and all who assisted in this effort on behalf of the Institution.
The Quarterly Record for July is now ready. It contains a portrait
and biographical sketch of the late Mr. John Kershaw; a picture
of "An Interior," in one of our Homes, and a variety of acticles
bearing upon the work. Copies will be sent to any friend who will
kindly distribute them, with a view to enlisting additional support.
An organized effort is being prepared to obtain new annual subscribers
of 7s.
The thirty-sixth anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home will (n.v.)
be held on Friday, July 5th. The Sale of Work for the Benevolent
Fund will commence at two o'clock. At 3.15 the Rev. A. E. Glover,
of Folkestone, will preach, and in the evening, at 6.45, the Rev. A. J.
Baxter, of Eastbourne. Tea will be provided at Is. each. All friends
of the Lord's aged poor will be heartily welcomed. The grounds are
now looking their best, and this anniversary provides a special
opportunity for the meeting of Christian friends from a distance.
" Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in ChIistian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above."

"Inasmuch," a history of the Society during the past 100 years,
has just been published, price 2s. 6d., post free. It is a book of 200
pages, and is fully illustrated. The entire profits will be devoted to
the Centenary Fund.
IGNORANCE' of God and ourselves is the great cause of all our
disquietness.-Owen.
THE nature of a seal is to make things sure and firm among men;
so the Supper of the Lord is Christ's broad seal-it is His privy-seal,
whereby He seals and assures His people that they are happy here;
that they shall be more happy hereafter; that they are everlastingly
beloved of their God; and that nothing shall be able to separate them
from Him Who is their light, their life, their crown, their all in all.Brooks.
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TIDAL WAVES OF GLORY. By A. E. WILLCOX. Pp. 57. One shilling
net. (London: S. W. Partridge & Co., 8 and 9, Paternoster Row).
This little book deals with the experience of its author, who gives
an account of several remarkable religious gatherings in which he took
part. The impression the narrative leaves on the mind, however, is
that emotion, "enthusiasm," and "ecstasy" rather than solid
edification-arising from the exposition of "the oracles of God"were sought for in the meetings described by Mr. Willcox. There is,
in our judgment, danger of being" carried away" by the flesh when
excitement is the object sought after in religious assemblies.
THE UNKNOWN POWER BEHIND THE IRISH NATIONALIST PARTY: ITS
PRESENT WORK AND CRIMINAL HISTORY. By the EDITOR of
Grievwn.ces from Ireland. Pp. 191. 5s. net. (London: Swan,
Sonnenschein & Co., Ltd.) 1907.
This little book calls for prompt notice. It comprises a startling
revelation of the constitution, operations, aims, and strength of a
Roman Catholic organization known as the "Ancient Order of
Hibernians." This dangerous confederacy has been in existence for
the past 300 years, and to·day boasts of a membership of 380,000.
" This Order is widely diffused throughout the United States, where it
numbers about 6,000 lodges. It is divided into two degrees, in the first
of which, counting most members, no oath is exacted, and no secrets
are communicated. But the second consists of the initiated, bound
together by terrible oaths." In the British Empire its declared object
is to become one of the most potent means any country has ever had
at its disposal" for the redress of civil and religious disabilities," or,
in other words, to secure for the Church of Rome political and religious
ascendancy. The Nationalists of Ireland rely upon this great secret
agency for the success of their schemes. It is therefore of the first
importance that accurate information concerning so terrible an agency
for evil should be in the possession of the Government and the country.
The volume under notice fully meets this demand. Every patriot and
Protestant should procure and study the book.
SINNER, remember this: there is no way on earth effectually to be rid
of the guilt, filth, and power of sin, but by believing in the Saviour. Itis
not resolving, it is not complaining, it is not mourning, but believing,
that will make thee divinely victorious over that body of sin that to
this day is too strong for thee, and that will certainly be thy ruin, if it
be not ruined by the hand of faith.-Brooks.

