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THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD.

"As the lily among the thorns." -SONG OF SOLOMON ii. 2.
THESE two metaphors-the lily and the thorns-if taken in connection with the imagery employed throughout this inspired Song,
suggest to the spiritual mind the holy Bride of Christ and the
present evil world in which her lot is cast. If we accept the English
translation of the original word, and understand by it the beautiful
flower with which we all are familiar, then we have the redeemed
Church of God figuratively represented as pure, fragrant, lovely,
and lowly. And, of a truth, the Bride of the LAMB is " a glorious
Church," not having spot or any such thing, holy and without
blemish. What a striking contrast is suggested by these two
metaphors-a lily and thorns-beauty and unloveliness, comeliness
and cruelty! But the lily grows up notwithstanding the
thorns. The work of GOD'S grace in the hearts of His people
is camed on by the HOLY SPIRIT in the face of all opposition.
Where sin abounds,' grace much more abounds. The lily
loses nothing of its beauty and fragrance because of its
uncongenial surroundings. Grace is not a volatile, evanescent
thing, for it abides in the hearts which receive it-a lasting
reality, giving undeniable evidence of its presence and heavenly
origin. The saints of GOD in the world are a powerful
25
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testimony to revealed truth. They are JEHOVAH'S witnesses
against the world's evil, by the fact of their separation from it,
and by their holy conversation in its presence. Lilies will' never
be confounded with briars. The loveliness and sweetness of the
one are rather made more lov~ly and more sweet when found
side by side with such desert growths. In Scripture the lily is an
emblem of luxuriant growth. Thus the promise to Israel-" I
will be as the dew unto Israel; He shall grow [margin, blossom]
as the lily" (Hosea xiv. 5). He Who well knows and lovingly tends
the pleasant plant, vigilantly protects it from the rough, piercing
thorns which press upon it on every side. "Lest any hurt it,
I will keep it night and day" (Isa. xxvii. 3). The world is powerless to really injure the weakest and meanest of GOD'S saints,
because He Himself is the shield and defence of such. "He kept
him as the apple of His eye" (Deut. xxxii. 10) is the inspired
description of JEHOVAH'S care of His redeemed of old. Oh, how
wonderful are the ways of GOD towards the objects of His redeeming
love! His power and faithfulness render His dear people safe
from the bitter hatred and malignity of the world. Abortive
are all the deadly schemes of their enemies to inflict any harm on
the tender plants of the Divine grace. Nor can the afflictions,
sorrows, and temptations which constantly beset believers in
CHRIST do them evil so long as His promise is in force-" All things
work together for good to them that love GOD, to them who are
the called, according to His purpose" (Rom. viii. 28). Let poor,
tried, and distressed hearts, then, stay themselves on the Covenant
fidelity of the GOD of the promises, and find abounding consolation
and relief in His unchanging love and truth.
"My Beloved is Inine, and I am His; He feedeth among the
lilies" (verse 16). The Lord delights Himself in His redeemed
people. " He feedeth " among them. He holds sweet communion
with them. They are the pure in heart, for with such only can the
HOLY ONE find fellowship. He communes with these in their
afflictions and sorrows-among the thorns. He visits them with
special tokens of His sympathy and love, as He did the two
bereaved sisters of His "friend" LAZARus, at Bethany. " Jesus
wept" with the weeping ones, and tenderly spoke words of healing
to those bleeding hearts. Such feeding times more than compensate
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for the sorrows, hardships, and trials of the wilderness. Then it
is that exercised souls realize powerfully the blessed presence of
their adorable Redeemer-the BROTHER born for their adversity.
The saints are glad to be as lilies among thorns, if ouly JESUS
feed among the lilies! And, beloved fellow-believers in Him,
He is always among the lilies-alike by night and by day, alike
in our times of adversity and prosperity. So that it is always
well with the righteous! "He feedeth among the lilies." In
the assemblies of His worshipping Church He is especially nigh.
He Himself has said it: "For where two or three are gathered
together in My name, there am I in the midst of them" (Matt.
xviii.. 20). He also finds refreshment and satisfaction in each
individual lily. "He ne'er forgets the least." What a touching
illustration of this we have in the case of him whose blindness
JESUS healed with the waters of Siloam. The Jews had cast out
the humble witness because of his faithful, fearless confession of
JESUS. And what do we read? "JESUS heard that they had
cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, Dost
thou believe on the SON of GOD? He answered and said, Who is
He, LORD, that I might believe on Him? And JESUS said unto
him, Thou hast both seen Him, and it is He that talketh with
thee. And he said, LORD, I believe. And he worshipped Him "
(John ix. 35-38). See, dear reader, how the LORD JESUS sought
out and found the lonely outcast, and favoured him with a revelation
of His blessed SELF such as the High Priest, the Scribes, and the
Pharisees never heard from His lips. See how He communed" fed "-with this solitary soul; how, as the SON of GOD, He
plainly taught the deepest of all spiritual mysteries-" Thou hast
both seen Him, and He it is that talketh with thee!" See how
He delights to manifest Himself to the heart of each individual
disciple-the meanest and least instructed! "He feedeth among
the lilies," and with every lily in particular. He knows where to
find each lowly flower among the thorns, as He sought out and
found the persecuted youth who had honoured Him by a grateful
confession of His power to heal, before many adversaries. Oh,
for like grace to exalt Him before the world at all costs, and we
shall not fail to enjoy a fuller sense of His presence, favour, and
fellowship.

388

The Gospel Magazine.

"My BELOVED is gone down . . . to gather lilies" (ch. vi. 2).
Yes; the lilies are His, and He possesses the right to gather them
for Himself. He will not leave His "pleasant plants" to be
always "among thorns." He gathers them into His bosom.
His bosom is already well filled with gathered and glorified ones,
whom He redeemed with His precious blood, cleansed from all
their sins, and made beautiful in His own imputed righteousness.
Often He plucks just the lovely ones whom we would fain retainsome specially heaveuly characters whose presence seems to sanctify
the atmosphere we breathe. Oh, to be satisfied when He does
as He will with His own! "Let us not grudge," says a dear
Christian writer, who is himself now gathered into the Paradise
of God-" Let us not grudge too much when He gathers His own
lilies for Himself, however great our loss may appear. Thorns
too many, and lilies too few, are found on our earth; yet let us
rejoice when the LORD has lilies to gather for the Garden of Eden;
let us give thanks if He finds such flowers in the midst of us; and
let us seek for ourselves 'to 'grow as the lily,' that when He stretches
His hand to gather us also, we may be as fresh and fragrant flowers
for His garden above."
"Yea, in His garden is my gracious Lord,
Cutting His lilies with judicious hand.
For beauty and delight He leaveth some,
Or future solace to the souls He loves.
But oft He cuts them in their beauteous prime,
Oft in their opening freshness, when He sees
The coming storm, or hot meridian beam,
Too trying for the frail and bending stem;
Home then He takes them, and their bloom is there
Where mortal vision penetrateth not."
One of the most lovely graces we see in the LORD'S dear people
when He is about to translate them from among the thorns to
the heavenly garden-where there are none-is their willingness
to be " gathered" by His tender hand. Thus in the case of the
aged Apostle PAUL-" I am now ready to be offered, and the time
of my departure is at hand" (2 Tim. iv. 6); and in that of the
Apostle PETER-" Knowing that shortly I must put off this my
tabernacle, even as our LORD JESUS CHRIST hath shewed me"
(2 Pet. i. 14). Those holy men of GOD had long dwelt among the.
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thorns, and they welcomed the near prospect of escape. The
PSALMIST was of the same mind-" Woe is me that I sojourn in
Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar! My soul hath long
dwelt with him that hateth peace" (Ps. cxx. 5, 6\. Let. us often
ask the LORD, dear believing reader, that we, too, may be kept
in heart" ready to depart, and to be with CHRIST, which is very
far better." Meanwhile, let us seek to be enabled to maintain
a profession free from every worldly stain, to have hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and to walk holily and unblameably in the
SPIRIT till we be gathered into the CHRIST-prepared mansions in
our heavenly FATHER'S House.
THE EDITOR.
SHRINKING FROM DEATH.
THE shrinking from death is natural to man; and one has no warrant
to say that, even in the Christian, it is sinful. But vigorous faith easily
overcomes the reluctance of nature; and it seems to indicate a low
degree of spiritual vigour when the Christian recoils from thoughts of
dying-to be with Christ, which is far better than any life here can be.
He cannot have a very profound conviction of the horrors and enormities of SIN who draws back from the sinless life above, and would
rather continue here. But I don't think it lawful for anyone to choose
for himself, either to live or to die. Let us leave such arrangements
to our Father, and let us be ready to welcome His blessed will, whatever
it brings. Death is completely changed to the genuine believer,
however feeble his faith may be. To him death is abolished-that
is, there is no longer in his case any death at all (2 Tim. i. 10). It
is not death; it is the Father's messenger of love to fetch home his
worn-out child. But there are not a few who apprehend very imperfectly how the Lord Jesus has destroyed him that had the power
of death, and who therefore continue, through this needless fear of
death, to be all their lifetime subject to bondage (Heb. n. 14). How
gently and how tenderly should such timid ones be handled! If I
were speaking to anyone of this class, I would like to remind him
.of his own past experiences of God's loving care. I would ask: Has
He not led thee through many sore trials, and has He ever forsaken
thee in anyone of them 1 Nay, has He not made His grace so to
abound towards thee, that His faithful love has made thee ashamed
of thine unbelieving fears 1 Trust Him still. Death is only the child's
last step in his journey home; and his Father, who has all along been
with him, shall be specially with him now. Death is the believer's
LAST trial, and ofttimes it is among his lightest. Looked at by faith
it is scarcely a trial at all.-Dickie.

The Gospel Magazine.

390

COVENANT SALVATION.

" The blood of the Everlasting Covenant."-HEB. xiii. 20.
THE salvation of a guilty sinner is possible by grace only. The
Covenant of works, by reason of the weakness of the flesh, renders
salvation thereby an impossibility. Once for all the Scripturewhich cannot be broken-has declared, " by the works of the law
shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. ii. 16). "A heart replete with
every ill " can never love the all-holy God. "The carnal mind is
enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please
God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8). Thus it is divinely made plain that no sinner
of Adam's fallen race can propitiate inexorable justice, or atone for
the breach of the Creator's most holy Law. "But what the Law
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin [or, by a
sacrifice for sm, margin] condenmed sin in the flesh" (Rom. viii. 3).
Christ became the Substitute of God's guilty people under the Law
for righteousness, and under the curse for redemption. This He
did in accordance with the terms of that Covenant of Grace, into
which, as its Surety, He had entered with His Father, before the
foundation of the world. The origin of that Covenant was the
amazing love and sovereign mercy of God. This is that "Better
Covenant" of which we read in the inspired Epistle to the Hebrews,
where it is put in contrast with the Law of Works. It is said to
be established upon" better promises" (Heb. viii. 6). In the same
Scripture it is spoken of as "the New Covenant," an expression
which implies that the other Covenant had grown effete. "That
which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away" (Heb.
viii. 13).
The Covenant of Works was conditional upon human obedience.
" Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are
written in the Book of the Law to do them. But that no man is
justified by the Law in the sight of God, it is evident; for, The just
shall live by faith. And the Law is not of faith, but, The man
\
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that doeth them shlllllive in them" (Gal. iii. 10-12). This inspired
definition of the two Covenants establishes with authority the
fundamental principles on which they respectively rest. Salvation is
wholly undeserved, so far as a transgressor of God's Law is concerned.
It can be obtained by merit only-either in the sinner himself, or
else in the person of a qualified substitute. The first condition
absolutely demanded is that there shall be ability to fulfil the will
of God perfectly, both by active and passive obedience. This only
God Himself, manifest in flesh, is capable of doing. This Christ has
done-Qnce for ever. The infinite merit of that work is now placed
to the credit of every convinced, repentant, believing sinner.
" Righteousness" is the term used by the Holy Spirit in Scripture
to express that supreme act of grace whereby faith comes into
possession of salvation. The redeeming work of Christ was carried
out in absolute accordance with the claims of righteousness. He
fu1filled all righteousness, and that righteousness of His "is unto
all, and upon all, them that believe." They stand before God " as
He is," even "in this world" (1 John iv. 17). Christ Himself is the
objective righteousness of His people-" Who of God is made unto
us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption"
(1 Cor. i. 30). It is in Him that believers are accounted righteous.
He Who Himself knew no sin "became sin" that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him."
Oh, how marvellous is the grace, how free, how sovereign,
which makes it possible to reconcile that Scripture-" there is
none righteous, no, not one" (Rom. iii. 10) with this-" that
we might be made the righteousness of God" (2 Cor. v. 21) !
Yet, so absolutely true are both those inspired passages that it
can also be written, "Where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound". (Rom. v. 20). The Church of the Firstborn, as justified
freely by Divine grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, stands before God" complete in Him" (Col. ii. 10)-" holy,
and without blame before Him in love" (Ephes. i. 4). Christ,
at the Father's right hand on high, is the standard and perfection of His people's righteousness-neither more nor less! How
astonishing is the truth of that declaration made by the inspired
Apostle-" Because as He is, so are we in this world" (1 John
iv. 17). Yes, even so. "In this world "-be it well observed. It
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is not the blissful state of the post-resurrection. Church that is
here referred to, but the Church's standing in God's sight now" in
this world." Very beautiful is the language of the Word which
represents (Rev. xix. 8) the Bride of the Lamb as " arrayed in fine
linen, clean and bright: for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of
saints." True, the comeliness of the chosen, blood-bought, called,
. and justified people of God is not yet discovered to the world. The
present relation of " the creature" to the saints is one of " earnest
expectation "-80 waiting for the manifestation [Greek-apocalypse]
of the sons of God" (Rom. viii. 19). What a revelation of glory
will that be "when the Lord Jesus shall come to be glorified in His
saints, and to be admired in them that believe in that day" !
(2 Thess. i. 10). Meanwhile, the world-despised sons of God can
afford to "wait," .for theirs is a hope that cannot be put to confusion. It is founded on Covenant promises, "yea" and" amen"
for certitude. " Yet a little while and He that shall come will
come, and will not tarry" (Heb. x. 37).
Clifton.
J. O.
"OUR GOD."
•
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that
I desire beside Thee."-PsALM lxxiii. 25.
I LOVE (and have some cause to love) the earth;
She is my Maker's creature, therefore good:
She is my mother, for she gave me birth;
She is my tender nurse; she gives me food :
But what's a creature, LORD, compar'd with Thee 1
Or what's my mother or my nurse to me 1
I love the air; her dainty sweets refresh
My drooping soul, and to new sweets invite me ;
Her shrill-mouth'd choir sustain me with their flesh,
And with their Polyphonian notes delight me :
But what's the air, or all the sweets, that she
Can bless my soul withal, compar'd to Thee 1
I love the sea; she is my fellow-creature,
My careful purveyor; she provides me store:
She walls me round; she makes my diet greater;
She wafts my treasure from a foreign shore:
But, LORD of oceans, when compar'd with Thee,
What is the ocean, or her wealth to me 1

•
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To Heaven's high city I direct my journey,
Whose spangled suburbs entertain mine eye;
Mine eye, by contemplation's great attorney,
Transcends the crystal pavement of the sky :
But what is Heaven, great GOD, compar'd to thee 1
Without Thy presence, Heaven's no Heaven to me.
Without Thy presence, earth gives no reflection;
Without Thy presence, sea affords no treasure;
Without Thy presence, air's a rank infection;
Without Thy presence, Heaven itselfs no pleasure;
If not possess'd, if not enjoyed in Thee,
\Vhat's earth, or sea, or air, or Heaven, to me 1
The highest honours that the world can boast
Are subjects far too low for my desire:
The brightest beams of glory are (at most)
But dying sparkles of Thy living fire ;
The proudest flames that earth can kindle be
But nightly glow-worms, if compar'd to Thee.
Without Thy presence, wealth are bags of cares;
Wisdom, but folly; joy, disquiet sadness;
Friendship is treason, and delights are snares ;
Pleasure's but pain, and mirth but pleasing madness;
Without Thee, LORD, things be not what they be,
Nor have their being, when compar'd with Thee.
In having all things, and not Thee, what have I 1
Not having Thee, what have my labours got 1
Let me enjoy but Thee, what further crave I 1
And having Thee alone, what have I not 1
I wish not sea, nor land; nor would I be
Possess'd of Heaven, Heaven unpossess'd of Thee.
FRANCIS QUARLES.

JUSTIFICATION is an act of grace: sanctification a work of grace.
Justification is by a righteousness without us; sanctification by
holiness wrought in us. Justification proceeds as a cause; sanctification follows in nature as an effect. Justification is perfect at once,
sanctification is perfecting by degrees.-Dr. Chaurwy.
No marvel if the worldling escapes earthlyafHictions. God corrects
him not, because He loves him not. He is base-born and begot. God
will not do him the favour to whip him. The world afHicts him not,
because it loves him; for each one is indulgent to his own. God uses
not the rod, where he means to use the sword. The pillory or scourge
is for those malefactors who shall escape execution.-Bislwp HaU.
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tJilgtim lIlapms.
WELLSPRINGS.
" This maUer is by the d""ree of the watchers, and the dertwnd by the
word of the holy ones; to the intent that the living may know that the
Most High ruleth in the kingdmn of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He
will, and setteth up over it the basest of men."-DAN. iv. 17.

here is a quieting, calming, satisfying passage at this
time for our consideration! All God's exercised children are sooner
or later brought here to " know no will but His," and that an ordained
will from all eternity, and to see "the end of the Lord," and to
acknowledge that the same Lord" is very pitiful, and of tender mercy!'
Oh! for hearts well established with gracious faith, to watch and
wait for that end, when in His light we shall see light; when all that
i& now so dark and mysterious will be ilIumined with His revealed will,
and we see the meaning of the now hidden and secret dealings of our
God with our exercised hearts, in providence and grace,
May the message at this time satisfy us at all events in silence whilst
we wait and watch His performing hand, "who doeth all things
according to His will on earth, and none can stay" (our beloved pastor
recently pointed out how forcibly the original word might be rendered
strike-none can strike" the hand of God, nor say unto Him, What
doest Thou 1" May the consideration encourage us to remember
that a Trinity of Persons is at work for us ; and that all events which
" must come and last and end" were ordained in the eternal counsels
of the Triune J ehovah, and brought to pass in time " by the decree of
the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones."
It is a great mercy to have an early-gronnded and grace-sustained
confidence in the Divinely-ordained will, the once and for ever spoken
holy word of Jehovah; to rest confident under the most adverse
circumstances that He neither turns nor repents nor alters the eternal
decree of His mind, and never goes back from His word, nor can
a jot nor a tittle ever fail thereof. From very early childhood the
writer has reason to bless her God that He sweetly engrafted this
restful truth into her young mind, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
that above all circumstances "the Lord sitteth King for ever," that
His will is sovereign and supreme; and being eternally ordained is
brought to pass in the fulness of His time, and not ours, For it is
we who, in our fiuite comprehension of times, stop short at some
circumstance, look upon what we may call a mysterious providence,
and in some moment of weakness, when heart and flesh fail, are unbelievingly tempted to say, "Ab! this is the permissive will of our
God, or a permissive providence." Yet in the end, which He alone
knows from the beginning, we shall be bound to acknowledge of every
and the minutest detail of our lives, this is the ordained will of our
God.
BELOVED!
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"Aspire, my soul, to yonder throne,
Where sits the Infinite Unknown,
The self-existent God!
Whose being no beginning knows,
Whilst matchless splendour round Him flows,
And all things wait His nod.
'Tis His to fill immensity;
No object can escape His eye,
Nor thought His mind elude;
All things were by His wisdom planned,
All are supported by His hand,
And all at once are viewed.
With Him is no futurity,
He stands enwrapped in purity,
Unchangeably the same;
The great First-Cause of all events,
He gives decrees, and ne'er repents,
And holy is His name."
Thus could the revered J oseph Irons sing of the immutability of
his God-and may your heart and mine, beloved reader, sing also
of this precious theme to His everlasting glory. Take an instance or
two from the Word of God and apply them to our own heart's experience.
Those sisters at Bethany, both so confident of the love Jesus bore
them and their sick brother, send for their Friend in their trouble.
"Lord, he whom Thou lovest is sick "-but Jesus when He heard it
" abode two days wbere He was"; and Lazarus dies. So that when
Jesus arrives, "he hath been dead four days," and both sisters exclaim
as they meet the Divine Healer, "Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died! " Now, the point of argument is, if there were
a permissive as well as a decretive will, would not t.hese sorrowing
sisters have argued,lJesus loved their brother too well to have ordained
all this, and by His tarrying a permissive providence has befallen
them? But the afterward most gloriously proved how all the events
were ordained, as .J esns declared unto them, "for the glory of God,"
and they and we look upon the greatest of all His miracles on earth
in His raising from the grave His" friend Lazarus," as part of His
decreed will. It was likewise in the martyrdom of His beloved
servant Stephen-" a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, who
did great wonders and miracles among the people," eminently used of
God and richly qualified by His master-hand to oversee that little
primitive Christian Church; yet cut off at a moment when he could
least be spared, the martyr prey to an infuriated mob who would
thus stamp out if they could the followers of the despised Jesus. The
bereaved Church might have looked on and mourned a mysterious
permissive will of Divine sanction. But not so; God's hand is at work
bringing mighty things to pass by this bereaving providence. The
I

396

The Gospel Magazine.

Church may be " scattered abroad" through the persecution following
the death of His beloved Stephen; but mark the result! Every
persecuted, fleeing one went forth as a herald, a witness, a preacher
or teacher of the same Gospel which the enemy thought to overthrow.
"Therefore they that were scattered abroad, went everywhere
preaching the Word." And a precious Saviour of sinners was proclaimed and an anointed Christ exalted. So God's purpose and will,
over-ruling all, brought mighty things to pass-to ilis own glory.
Once more: "The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were
gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ "-wicked
hands take Him and slay that Just One; "cut off" as He was thus
in the midst of His years. But Peter, under Divine inspiration, most
blessedly testifies: "For of a truth against Thy Holy Child Jesus,
whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with
the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together-For
to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy counsel determined be/ore to be done."
How divinely true were those words of dignity and majesty uttered
by the despised" King of the Jews" before His earthly judge: "Thou
couldest have no power at all, except it were given thee from above."
" Thinkest thou not that I can now pray to My Father, and He shall
presently [immediately] give me more than twelve legions of angels 1 "
Oh! beloved reader; let us by grace settle it in our hearts, the God
Who is of one mind, and none can turn Him, must have that will which
is supreme above all others. His is the counsel that shall stand fast for
ever. His are the words and the oath which have once and for ever
gone forth in holiness. And whilst there are many devices in
the heart of man, the counsel of J ehovah, that mltst stand, and He will
do all His pleasure. There can be no second causes, no after-thought,
no disturbed mind with Him who rides on in unhurried majesty, and
does all according to His fore-ordained will.
It is our ignorance that disturbs and distresses us. We do
not see the end from the beginning; the ordained will; the eternal
counsels, decreed to be effected in time, and making "all things
work together for good" eternally. If we could for one moment
admit the thought of two wills, we should be liable to look upon all
His ordained will as right-hand blessings; and all His permissive will
as our left-hand blessings. But no! God's will-just, and right,
and holy, and good-comes to us from the Son of His right hand
from all eternity, settled, signed, and sealed ere time began, and
brought to pass in His perfect time and perfect way-not a moment too
BOon-not a moment too late; without an "if " or contingency, and
giving His children to acknowledge with praiseful hearts" It is the Lord, enthroned in light,
.Whose ways are all Divine,
Who holds an undisputed right
To govern me and mine."
Now, child of God, what is your trial, perplexity, or cross at this
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time ~ It may be secret between your own heart and your God.
May faith give you to look up and say, "This matter is by the decree
of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones." Yes,
whatever your condition, in whatsoever state you are, however deep
your sorrow or bereaving the providence, or inextricable the thorny
path you are traversing, oh, may grace sustain your heart to trust His
firm decrees, and lie passive in His hand, and know no will but His !
May you in childlike confidence, if the darkness be ever so thick and
"felt" lJ:bout you, that you cannot trace Him, may you yet trust Him
as you Slllg :" No chance has brought this ill to me :
'Tis God's sweet will-so let it be.
He seeth what I cannot see."
It may be that the cloud of sorrow has reached the home of some one
who reads these pages. Some beloved familiar form "is not," and his
absence has' left an aching void, a crushed spirit or a broken heart.
Such is a void of desolation that only "Jesus Himself" can fill.
May the mind of such an exercised one be stayed in "perfect peace,"
and acknowledge the Sovereign Controller as " just and true are Thy
ways, thou King of saints," and that" this matter," so secret and so
dark in its dispensation, "is by the decree of the watchers, and the
demand of the word of the holy one," Who says, "What I do, thou
knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter." "Be still, and
know that I am God."
The sweet and sacred circumstances which brought about the writing
of two of our well-known and precious hymns may bear repeating here,
although, quoting from memory's earliest page, I cannot give the
narrator his due, and its source must therefore be nameless :-

"0 Lord, I would delight in Thee,
And on Thy care depend;
To Thee, in every trouble flee,
My best, my only Friend," etc.
These lines were being scratched on a slate with a rusty nail, while
John Ryland, their author, sat on the foundation stones of a building
and whiled away the dreary moments which were to decide the state
of the loved one to whom he was engaged to be married, who was
lying seriously ill of fever. He knew the doctors were in consultation, and that the crisis was near and would soon decide the case
-life or death. And he wrote on:"When all created streams are dried,
Thy fulness is the same;
May I with this be satisfied,
And glory in Thy name."
The disease took a favourable turn, and the young lady recovered,
lived to be his wife, and afterwards yielded up her life in giving birth
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to their first-born. Taking the motherless babe on his knees, John
Ryland again wrote, and this time handed down to the Church of
God those precious, soul·sustaining, quieting words :"Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise,
All my times are in Thy hand,
All events at Thy command.
"His decree who formed the earth,
Fixed my first and second birth;
All my times shall ever be
Ordered by His wise decree," etc.
Sweet and only rest, dear child of God, in the sovereign will of
Him who knows no variableness nor shadow of turuing !
Beauteous title! Watcher, and that as pertaining to the Holy One.
Unceasing watchfulness, and that too in perfect holiness and unintermittent care, and that the character of the All-Righteous One!
No failure, no disappointment, no forgetfulness, no forsaking the
work of His own hand, Who has said of His vineyard: "I will watch
it night and day," "I will watch over them for their good." Thrice
Holy One! Lord God Almighty, Thou Heavenly Watcher and Keeper
of Thy Church, keep us confiding in Thee, and let faith and peace
sustain our hearts as we sing, with the simplicity of little children,"Yes, o'er me, o'er me He watcheth,
Ceaseless watcheth, night and day;
Yes, e'en me, e'en me He snatcheth
From the perils of the way."
Let us seek grace to be quiet. Perplexities there are surely,
and they are many, but our province, position, and portion are to wait
and watch, and if need be, keep silent.
Let the royal mandate of the King of kings be sufficient to hush
thy spirit, and await the time of His revelation, when, "in His light"
thou" shalt see light." Meanwhile, remind thy much-exercised heart
how " This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by
the word of the holy ones,. to the intent that the living may know that the
Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever
He wiU."
"Thou First, Thou Last, Thou Cause and End
Of all that is, or e'er shall be:
To Thee, .their Source, all beings tend,
All things that are, exist for Thee."
R.

IT is safer to be humble with one talent than proud with ten talents;
yea, better to be a humble worm than a proud angel (Prov. xvi. 19,
n.;x. 23; J ames iv. 6).-Flavel.
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"WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY?"
(EXODUS xxiv).
NADAB and Abihu :-are they lost or saved? The doctrine of final
perseverance of the saints stands or falls by this. They saw the God
of Israel. It must have been the Son of God in His human nature,
for" no man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him" (John i. 18).
The Person who wrestled with Jacob is called a man in Genesis xxxii.
2~, and in Hosea xii. ~, 5, "The Lord God of hosts." "They shall
see His face." This promise is to believers. But Nadab and Abihu
saw His face in the Holy Mountain. "Then went up Moses and Aaron,
Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and they saw
the God of Israel; and there was under His feet as it were a paved work
of a sapphiJ:e stone, and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness.
And upon the nobles of the children of Israel He laid not His hand;
also they saw God and did eat and drink." They were under the
sprinkled blood of the Covenant, and under the precious blood of
Christ, as the Lamb without blemish and without spot-the blood
that cleanseth from all sin. That was an illustration of the Scripture
recorded in 1 Cor. v. 5-" to deliver such an one unto Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit maybe saved in the day of the
Lord Jesus." One word of Scripture suffices, but two are furnished,
that our faith should stand on a firm basis. "For this cause many are
weak and sickly among you, and many sleep; but when we are judged,
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with
the world" (1 Cor. xi. 30-32). "The gifts and calling of God are
without repentance." Nadab and Abihu had a call from God to
come up into the Holy Mountain. GOG knoweth all things; seeth the
end from the beginning. Would He have ordered otherwise, if He had
not determllled to save them, and not have suffered them to come up
into Mount Sinai in spite of manifest failures in the Priest's offices?
" Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth
by the transgressions of the remnant of His heritage? He retaineth
not His anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy. He will turn
again: He will have compassion upon us; He will subdue our
iniquities; and Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the
sea." I think they were saved!
MARY.

IT is the duty of a Christian to wait God's leisure. There is no
mercy worth praying for but it is worth waiting for.-Venning.
THE weakest Christian hath grace alike for quality, though not for
quantity. Though thy grace be not so much, yet it is as true as others ;
though but a convert of yesterday, yet thy grace is as true as that of
an old stander in religion. Faith is alike precious in all believers for
quality, though not for quantity.-Chriswpher Love.
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THE MYSTERY AND MARROW OF THE BIBLE IN GOD'S
COVENANTS.-No. XXIII.
By FRANCIS ROBERTs, M.A., 1657, A.D.-Edited by the Rev. J. E.
WALKER, M.A,
(Continued from page 343.)
"TilE Abraha.mic Covenant was confirmed by those several preSinaitic sacraments," says our gracious author: " (1) As they consummated the temporal redemption of Abraham's seed out of Egyptian
bondage. God, in His Covenant with Abraham, had promised this
deliverance to his seed after 400 years, and, withal, this judgment
upon the Egyptians. The Israelites were not completely delivered
when they marched out of Egypt, nor the Egyptians completely
destroyed when their first·born were slain with the pestilence, for
Pharaoh, with all his chariots and horsemen, when they had buried
their first-born, pursued after Israel, and extremely distressed them
before Pi-hahiroth, by the Red Sea, where they had no way of escape.
Then the Lord by two of these sacraments, the Pillar and the Sea,
completed Israel's deliverance. By the pillar He protected Israel,
that the Egyptians came not near them; and by the sea He saved the
people, making it a highway for His ransomed to pass through, but
making the sea the Egyptians' grave, so that they saw them again no
more for ever, but only dead upon the shore. Hereby, therefore, this
Covenant was wonderfully confirmed and sealed, in that the miraculous
pillar shall protect and the divided sea shall save His Israel, but devour
the Egyptian host for the full completing of His Covenant-promises..
(2) As they removed impediments to the performance of God's
Covenant, and of the promises to Abraham and to his seed, that the
Covenant might be fulfilled. One eminent clause of God's Covenant
with Abraham and his natural seed, was that the Land of Canaan
should be given to him and to his seed for an everlasting possession,
under which the eternal. inheritance of heaven was typified and
promised to his spiritual seed. Now, when Israel was brought out of
Egypt, and they were marching towards Canaan, there were many
impediments and difficulties tending. to hinder their journey thither,
whether we consider the near way to Canaan or the way about through
the wilderness. The near way to Canaan was through the land of the
Philistines, a strong and warlike nation. God would not lead them
that way, lest the people should see war and be discouraged. The way
about through the wilderness had also many lets and impediments
rendering their .passage either impossible or extremely difficult; as
the crossing of the Red Sea, the uncouthness of the way without guide,
direction, or inhabitant; the parching heat of the sun, enough to
make them faint and die; the wilderness being without harbour or
shelter; the barrenness and dryness of the wilderness itself, wherein
there was neither earing* nor harvest, no food to eat, nor scarce any
·The old English word, found in Gen. xlY, for ploughing.
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water at all to drink for so many hundreds of thousands; these were
great impediments, and without removal of them they could n!lver
have come to ·Canaan. All these impediments the Lord took out of
the way, all these difficulties He removed, by these four extraordinary
sacraments: Firstly, by the Pillar of cloud and fire He not only covered
and sheltered them from the violent heat of heaven, but also guided
them in the way they should go, both night and day; secondly, by the
dividing of the Red Sea into parts, He removed the impassableness of
the sea, as well as the danger of the Egyptian host; thirdly, by the
manna rained down about their camps, He gave them bread
to the full for forty years together, though the wilderness
yielded neither bread nor corn; and fourthly, by the water out
of the rock, He gave them drink. throughout the dry and
parched desert, so that they were still· supplied by a stream of
water. So neither the fervent heat of the sun, nor the want of
guidance in the wilderness, nor the many waters of the Red Sea, nor
any extremity of hunger or thirst shall keep Israel out of Canaan,
nor God's Covenant from accomplishment. Now, in removing these
difficulties and hindrances to Covenant performance, these four
sacraments did experimentally confirm the infallibility of the Covenant
to Abraham's seed. There was not a year, not a month, not a day. for
forty years together, wherein God did not, by all or some of these,
plainly assure them that God's Covenant was sure, that Canaan :was
theirs, and that nothing should prevent their promised enjoyment
of it in its season." How much more sure (we may add) is the heavenly
Canaan to the spiritual seed, loved with an everlasting love!
(3) "Do these pre-Sinaitic Sac.raments (our author continues)
answer the ordinary fixed sacraments, both of the Old and New
Testaments, viz., Circumcision and the Passover, or Baptism and the
Lord's Supper; The cloudy fiery Pillar and the .Red Sea had
analogy and parallel with circumcision and baptism; to baptism,
for Israel is said to be 'baptized in the cloud and in the sea '; to
circumcision also consequentially, because baptism succeeded, in the
place of circumcision (Rom. iv. 11), and all of these were initiating
sacraments,' the first sacraments in order; yea, all of them signified
the same thing for substance, viz., the putting away of the sinful
corruption of the flesh by the. Blood and by the Spirit of Christ.
The ·manna and water out of the rock had sweet analogy with the
Paschal Slipper and with the Lord's Supper; all of them being second
sacraments, all of them nourishing sacraments, tending to growth and
progress; all of them signifying the same spiritual nourishment of the
soul by the Body and Blood of Christ crucified. Having therefore
such correspondence to these fixed and ordinary sacraments, which
evidently confirmed God's Covenant with Abraham and his spiritual
seed, they also in this sense were confirmations of the same Covenant.
And more expressly, as they mysteriously typified. Jesus Christ
and His death. The Pillar, the Red Sea, the Manna,. and the water
. out. of the Rock, were all of them notable types of Clirist crucified,
26
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and in this respect they singularly confirmed this Covenant, for as
much as God's Covenant with Abraham and his spiritual seed was
grounded, stablished, and ratified only upon and by Christ crucified."
Now these words of our author receive their full spiritual truth, when,
and only when, we remember the words of St. Paul in 1 Cor. x. 11:
" All these things happened unto them for ensamples, and they are
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are
come"; in other words, when we recognize in the Israelites, not only
a Church (Acts vii. 38; Heb. ii. 12), according to the election of grace,
in every spiritually quickened and faithful soul among that people,
but a figure also-in their corporate unity-{)f the Church of God under
all dispensations. They were themselves a sacramental people, as
being a visible type of the true and invisible Church. The thonghts
and eternal purpose of God towards them were not so much towards
them as a special people, to whom aloue (as ultra.dispensationalism
would teach) prophecy belongs, but they were themselves a prophetical
and typical people-typical of the Church in all ages; prophetic, more
particularly, of the Church of the last, or better Covenant. To this
truth the New Testament constantly bears witness.
This Abrahamic Covenant contained, as its fundamental truth and
as its highest glory, the doctrine of the righteousness of faith; of faith
as it justifies the soul in the obedience of Him who is " the Lord our
righteousness." To this St. Paul gives a continual testimony. What
that righteousness, imputed to faith for justification, is, the Divine
Human Obedience of Jesus Immanuel fulfilled for our acceptance in
His meritorious life, and perfected for our redemption in His atoning
death (severally called by the old divines, His active and passive
obedience) has been already shown. It remains that we should enquire
what saving faith is, and, more particularly, what that faith was
which justified the patriarchs; how also it differed from the faith
which justifies the soul in the days of the new Covenant.
Then one more paper from our author's devout pages (by the Editor's
kind consent) may conclude our meditations on the. third, or the
Abrahamic dispensation-a dispensation of promise-of the one eternal
Covenant, sevenfold in dispensations, one in grace. It is not, indeed,
without its own significance, that the all·sacred signature of the Holy
and Undivided Trinity is thus affixed to this Covenant of Abraham.
Now, as the revelation, Covenant-wise, to Abraham of God's eternal
purpose of mercy in Christ is distinctly, and by the true inspiration
of the Holy Ghost, called" The Gospel" (Gal. iii. 8), and as no one
who believes the sacred Scriptures to be of God through the Spirit
can deny this, so, and as certainly, do we claim that the faith required
for justification must have then been the same identical faith, wrought
in the heart, which has been quickened in the Spirit of life, that is
required, and mllilt be of the Holy Ghost wrought in the heart now.
In essential character their faith and ours are the same, and so the
inspired writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, describing the properties
of a divinely-given faith, whether then or now, has said, " Now faith
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is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,
for by it the elders obtained a good report" (Heb. xi. 1, 2); where we
may remark how the emphatic position* in the Greek text of the word
"is," united with the following past tense" obtained," links together
the faith, given by grace under that dispensation, with the faith of
this, and so the apostolic words of Romans iv. 11, 16 receive absolute
and Divine confirmation. Let us enquire, then, into the meaning of
these words. Hupostasis is used three times in this Epistle to the
Hebrews; once in iii. 14, when it is translated confidencet; once
again in i. 3, where, for want of a better English equivalent, it is
rendered" "person." In the derivation of this Greek word, as in the
radical meaning of the Hebrew word for believing (Gen. xv. 6), "to
found," or " to establish," there would seem to be the necessary idea
of foundation, a standing under. So confidence implies support, and
so also the personality of the three Blessed Persons in the one eternal
and undivided Godhead, that s"elf·consciousness, which is, as it were,
the underlying personal attribute of the Father, of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, distinguishing each of the three Divine Persons from
the others in that Triune mystery of glory and everliving life. True
faith, then, is a foundation-grace, upon which, as well and truly laid
within the regenerate soul, it pleases the Divine will to build the edifice
of justification unto everlasting life. The sure word of promise is
the foundation of faith, and faith of the hope of salvation. From
this we learn that faith, when" of the operation of God," is a hidden
and self-concealing grace. Is not every foundation laid out of observation ? And is not this very self-concealment one of the most
beautiful evidences of a true faith? "The kingdom of God (says
our blessed Lord Himself) cometh not with observation," and as its
entry into the soul, so is its continuance. It courts no admiration;
it seeks no recognition; it recoils from all self-advertisement. It is
there, upholding all the fabric of grace and hope, and of everlasting
consolation, but it knows itself only as the underling of grace and not
the master; not to command, but to serve; true only when turning
its eyes to its Lord in a self·unconsciousness that has learned to say, as
only conscious of its own exceeding need, and of His all-plenitude of
grace and loving-kindness: "Not unto us, 0 Lord; not unto us, but
to Thy name give glory," who art" the God of our righteousness
and all our salvation." This faith is "the substance of things hoped
for," and here we may perhaps take leave to add that as a believing
heart dreads nothing so much as self-confidence and presumption,
John Newton's hymn, " Am I His, or am I not," suits well with this
humble faith, with this meek hope; with, therefore, this inspired
description of faith, as the faith of " things hoped for."
Oh ! how infinitely different from the loud self-confidence of too many
to whom the faith of the letter is everything, and who condemn the
* It comes first in the text.

t So also in 1 Cor. ix. 4, and xi. 17.
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poor flock of Christ because'. they can only say, "I know whom
I have believed," rather than "I know I have believed," keeping
always their believing well out of sight. Are Bunyan's words of
the Lord's love, .tenderness, and gracious I.-i.ndness to one ." Mr. Fearing,"
(perhaps, with the exce~tion of Mercy knocking at the wicket gate,
the loveliest spiritual miniature in all the Pilgrim's Progress): "I will
say that for my Lord (says Greatheart), He carried it wonderfully
lovingly towards him," and then he adds how by the wounded hands
some of .the sweetest morsels of consolation were "laid on poor
Fearing's trencher." But if this be the character of true faith, which
with Abel looks away to the Lamb with the white fleece (our justification
and acceptance), and to the open wounds (our redemption and atonement, for Heb. xi. 1 and 4 and xii. 2, "looking off unto Jesus," agree
well together), is there any distinction to be made between the faith
of Abraham, "the father of the faithful," and the faith of the New
Testament 1 Both are of the Holy Ghost, both flow from the one
fountain of the eternal grace, both centre in the person and work
of Jesus Immanuel, both are blessings from the one everlasting Covenant
given to the election of grace. But the one moves within the sphere
of things promised and pre·signified, looking, therefore, distantly,
and indeed darkly, through the half-closed lattice of sacrificial ceremonies and in a far-off expectation, upon the divine salvation. The
other beholds those same mysteries of redemption accomplished,
and the promises actually sealed in the most precious blood of the
Lamb, Who liveth for evermore. It is absolutely necessary to suppose,
indeed, that to the spiritual faith of those, who received the outward
and external types and shadows-those earthly privileges and
blessings of the early administrations of the eternal Covenant-a
traditional and esoteric interpreting of all the various and multiform
symbolism had been given. This conjecture only can relieve those
Levitical and pre-Levitical ceremonies from having been an nnmeaning
and lifeless ritual without any exception to the old Testam.ent worshippers.. But on this question we shall be called to say more.. This,
at least, is certainly true, that the faith of Abraham must have been
capable of-receiving and resting upon the" Gospel preached before"
unto himself, and through him to all of that patriarchal and preMosaic dispensation.
If it should be enquired why faith, to the exclusion of other graces
of the Spirit, was chosen in the everlasting counsels. of, God (Gal. iii.
8, 14; xxviii. 29) as the instrument of the soul's justification, it may
be reverently replied in .the very words of God the Holy Ghost, who,
as eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son, can be the only
Interpreter of the thoughts of God, that this was in order that as
it is written,'" no flesh should glory in His presence." No other grace so
absolutely enthrones the grace of God, as the Fountain of all saving
mercy. No other grace so entirely humbles the soul in its own sight,
and at the feet of the Divine compassion. No other grace can so
testify to the glory of the. ,most precious blood, to the infinite worth
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and honour of the righteousness of Jesus Immanuel, to the sovereignty
of the quickening Spirit; in a word, to that Triune Covenant of life
and salvation, which has occupied and possessed the heart and thethoughts and the delight of one God in Three Persons from His own
ageless eternity.
(To be continued.)

A WATERED GARDEN-HIS GARDEN.
THIS is a very sweet emblem of the believer-a watered garden (Isa.
lviii. Il). When we reflect upon it, we feel how it implies constant
watching, care,land thought, and also how much to be prized and valued.
What people are so cared for, so watched over, as the Lord's people!
He has planned all details of every moment of His people's lives. "I
will water it every moment; lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and
day" (Isa. xxvii. 3). Constant care and sleepless watchfulness:
Visions of freshness and coolness, fragrance and beauty rise before
the mental eye by the expression "watered garden." We imagine the
careful fostering and the studied planning. "The Lord thinketh
upon me"; and His thoughts are "thoughts of peace and not of
evil." His thoughts and love never wander from His blood-bought
ransomed people. The garden of His delight so precious in His
sight; the price of it so great, even the cost of His own blood.
A garden is a place of communion. We often resort to the garden
with friends to hold confidence&-to talk with more freedom than
within the walls of the house. And we read how;in the beginning the
Lord placed Adam in a garden, the garden of Eden. It must have
been a beautiful spot indeed, for we read that the Lord God HimseU
planted it (Gen. ii. 8). With its virgin soil and its Divine Planter it
must have produced foliage and flowers and fruit of rare beauty and
sweetness beyond all our imagination. Adam must have revelled in
more delight than we can express, when, after a sunny day of gladness,
the Lord God walked with him in the cool of the day (Gen. iii. 8), conversing as friend with friend. God placed man in a garden of Eden
loveliness; but to ransom him from the consequences of his disobedience
in that garden, entailing ruin on all his descendants, His only and
beloved Son suffered in another garden-the garden of Gethsemane.
Oh! how diverse in appearance and character the two gardens: the
sunny glades of Eden with its cool evening walks and tall,s with the
Lord HimseU; and the dark garden of Gethsemane, with the Cedron
brook running through saturated with temple sacrifices of victims,
daily bloody sacrifices, the Father's frown and man's curse lying
heavily on Him in that awful agony. Yet, He loved the garden. He
often resorted to it with His disciples; it had a solemn attraction
for Him, for He knew that there His garden should be securely planted
in the eternal Covenant·bonds of ransom and forgiveness and everlasting
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union and glory; and so tne garden of Gethsemane was dear to Him.
As the Spirit-taught Hart wrote :U

Full of love to man's lost race,
On his conflict much He thought i
This He knew the destined place,
And He loved the sacred spot;
Therefore it was He liked to be,
Often in Gethsemane!"

And now from these two gardens of the Fall and the'Expiation spring
His garden-the watered garden-watered with the dews of the
Spirit; watered with His care and love, His eyes resting with delight
on His " pleasant fruits," on the" trees of righteousness, the planting
of the Lord." His own planting, " that He may be glorified."
Dear reader, see thy position as the watered garden; see the inferences. Thou art a " garden enclosed" (Cant. iv. 12). We know how in
earthly matters an enclosed piece of land means it has been taken
possession of-claimed; and thy Lord has claimed thee, and taken
possession of thee. He has fenced thee round on every side from all
trespassers, from all injury. He not only claimed and enclosed, but
He bought thee at such tremendous cost and, therefore owns thee by
right of purchase. He not only owns, but preserves. He will keep
thee, aud never let thee go.
In the language of the Song of Songs, He says to thee, "I am come
into My garden." No hired gardener does He employ-one who
might take away the choicest roots-one who might neglect to water
-one who might not understand gardening, and so make fatal mistakes-one who might be engaged elsewhere, and not come at all. No,
" I am come into My garden." Note the sweet title of possession,
" My garden."
Now in a garilen there are, so to speak, many painful processes,-the
sharp pruning knife is used; the choice roots are separated, so that
finer flowers result'; the eager upspringing is often levelled for more
beauty; the clinging tendrils are pulled away, and either severed or
trained elsewhere. And so, dear tried soul, thy pains and anxieties
and sorrows are not" haphazard." The Gardener knoweth, and His
Hand has done it. He sees all that is certainly coming-and as the
earthly gardener looks not at the poor lopped plants or clinging roots,
but goes on dividing-dividing---<1ividing,-he sees the future lovely
blooms and shapely plants and increase everywhere. So it is with
our Divine Owner in His garden. And in order that His designs shall
not fail, He waters and tends every moment. Oh! how hard it is nowthis dividing-our poor hearts cling so tenaciously to the "things
seen," therefore division and transplanting are needful. New soil is
not at first always congenial, and the plants need careful tending to
fix the roots. But our Gardener is patient, oh! so patient,-and then
" the afterward," the radiant blooms, and pleasant fruit!
When He says" I am come into My garden," may we reply quickly,
lovingly, rapturously, from the dopths of the heart, " Let my Beloved
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come into His garden, and eat His pleasant fruits." Note, she says,
His pleasant fruit, not the garden's; for she knows He possesses, and
He plans, and He waters, and fences, and delights in all. She rejoices
in that it is all in all His garden.
May He find in us the pleasant fruit, so acceptable to Him, of loving
obedience, unquestioning faith, single eye to His glory-the mind
that sbone so brightly in His dear Son, whose whole life was to carry
out His Father's will. One in purpose, one in sorrow, one in joy. His
delight, our delight; His pain, our pain; and so united that we feel
and know all the sweetness of that expression-" From Me-from Me
is thy fruit fOlmd." The tender coupling of "Me" and" thy," and
the absolute union which so joins that one life flows into the other, is
very, very precious. "Without Me-apart from Me-ye can do
nothing." And the believer rejoices in this essentiality. "As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, no more can ye except ye abide in
Me." Oh! sweet abiding which brings Him such pleasant fruits
when He comes into His garden. And thus He eats His pleasant
fruits-absorbs them, so to speak, into His own system, saying also,
" He that eateth Me, even He shall live by ?tie." Life comes to us,
and delight to Him by this mutual feeding.
So, dear reader, let us dwell upon and rejoice in this grace·given
knowledge that we are His garden, the place of possession, care,
handiwork, delight, and communion; the place on which the Sun of
Righteousness shines, and which He warms and blesses; the place
where, in the cool of evening, He descends to walk Himself after the
noontide brightness and golden haze of afternoon. When the coolness
and darkness approach, then He comes, and in endearing tones
the voice we know and love says, "I am come. I am come into My
garden." How many sweet thoughts are suggested by this expression,
" I am come." And we gladly respond, "Let my Beloved come into
His garden."
In the evening-the night of sorrow-then He says, "I am come."
Blessed evening, blessed sorrow that brings Him. And in the last
hour of all, when earth is receding, He will appear, dear reader, to our
longing vision. The glad words, "I am come," will be so sweet to
our ears that we shall rapturously be received unto Himself \vith the
very joy of the sound.
Yet one more thought. " Now in the place where He was crucified
there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre wherein was
never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus" (John xix. 41,42). And
in that garden the Resurrection took place-the Firstfruits of them
that sleep. From that garden springs the hope of every believer, the
comfort of every mourner, and, Mally, the eternal reunion and joy
<if the Church triumphant. The" watered garden," "His garden,"
shall then be His rejoicing within the pearly gates of the new Jerusalem
for ever.
.
NETTlE.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE REV. JOHN FOSTER.

THE late MR. FOSTER was born at Bewcastle, Cumberland, and was
brought up under the gracious influence and assiduous care of the Rev.
Titus Edward Laurie, then Rector of Bewcastle.
He early developed an attachment to the Word of God, and was the
devoted helper of Mr. Laurie. He invariably accompanied the
latter in his parochial ministrations, and_ was specially useful in assisting at the services in the farm-houses, so- much appreciated in a
scattered parish ten miles long.
MR. FOSTER became a student of St. Bees, and was afterwards
ordained curate of his native parish. He next became curate of Burton,
Westniorland, and was there about two years, the death of the Vicar
causing him to remove. He was much thought of in this countryparish, and many hoped he would have been appointed Vicar, but God
determined otherwise. For a few months he acted as locum tenens
at Fidebrook, Sussex, and then became curate of" St. Mary's, New
Wortley, Leeds. - He laboured with great acceptance to the workingclass congregations for five years, his sermons being rich in the precious
Word. He left at the same time as- his Vicar-the Rev. H. Jackson,
who received a new appointment-and became curate of St. Luke's,
Harrogate, in-1906.
On Monday, January 20th, -1908, MR. FOSTER was knocked down
and killed by a motor-bus whilst crossing Station Parade, Harrogate.
His tragic death at the early age of 38 caused many expressions of
sympathy to be sent to his widow and fatherless daughter. The
funeral was one of the largest ever held at lIarrogate, the streets
from the church to the cemetery being lined with thousands of people.
The Vicar, the Rev. S. T. Dawson, very feelingly expressed the
sentiments of those who knew and loved MR. FOSTER on the following
Lord's Day. He said that "they knew MR. FOSTER devoted his
life to God's work in that parish, and that he was equally devoted
in visiting the sick and interesting himself in good works."
At a meeting of the Harrogate Clergy, the Rev. D. S. Gay, in proposing a vote of condolence, said, " All their hearts must go out in sympathy to Mm. Foster and her little child in every possible way. Amongst
those people whom they knew in Harrogate, it would, perhaps, have
been difficult to point to one more ready for this sudden call than he
who had been taken away. He thought they all l."Ilew, not only how
earnest and simple he was, but that he was a man of deep spiritual life,
and prepared as any of them would long to be- prepared for such a
summons into his Master's presence."
The Rev. W. Sykes, Vicar of Hillsborough, Sheffield, preaching on
the occasion of his death, said, "I have known MR. FOSTER from
youth, being a pupil of mine at Bewcastle. His schooldays were
characterized by an affectionate personality among the scholars, and
in youth he showed that delight in the Word of God which had ever
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marked his ministry as a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ. Twelve
years ago he preached at Hillsborough from 2 Sam. xii. 13, and the
sermon was still remembered as showing the connection between
Christian confession of sin to God and the application of forgiveness
by the Holy Spirit.
" The Rev. T. E. Laurie was God's appointed instrument in bringing
both MR. FOSTER and myself to the knowledge of God's distinguishing
grace, and also the means of both entering the ministry.
" MR. FOSTER was much beloved by all who Imew him, but especially
was he most welcome to the poor of the Lord's family, and in the sick
and dying chamber. God's ways are inscrutable, but if the Master's
crucifixion was according to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God (Acts ii. 23), it was Scripturally logical to state that the
death of Mr. Foster must come· under the same category."
MR." FOSTER married Miss. Thompson, of Carlisle, who was a missionary lady ·of the C.M.S., and there is one daughter, aged five years.
MR. FOSTER was naturally of a very amiable and 10V'ing disposition,
and grace only made this to shine more and more brightly. He was a
firm believer in the doctrines of grace, and'had been a constant reader·
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE from early youth. He was well known to
the late Mrs. Hoblyn, of Bath, who took a very kindly interest in him,
and often wrote encouraging letters to him.
THE

RESURRECTION

OF

THE

SAINTS.

By THE LATE BISHOP M'lLvAINE, D.D.

•

" Thy lYrother shall rise again."-JoHN xi.
(Concluded IrfYm page 378.)

And now having spoken of the essential sameness of the body in
the resurrection, we must speak of the changes it will nevertheless
undergo.
But here we encounter a passage which, for some minds, needs
explanation. St. Paul, with reference to this very subject, says:.
"Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom pi God, ne':ther doth
corruption inheril, incorruption." At first view, the former clause of
this verse seems contradictory to the doctrine of the resurrection of
the body, in any literal sense. But to that interpretation, it is justly
answered, that our Saviour's body, after He had risen from the dead,
waS flesh, and· surely that inherits the kingdom of God. Thomas's
unbelief was cured by touching it; and when uneasy thoughts arose
in the other disciples' minds, lest after all it was only a spirit that
appeared to them, Jesus said, "Why do thoughts arise in your hearts 1
Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I, Myself.; handle· Me, and
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see Me have." The
meaning of the clause objected, appears ·from that which follows it by
way of explication: "Neither doth corruption inherit incorruption."
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The phrase, " flesh and. blood," is a synonym for our bodies as they now
are-eorruptible, mortal, full of infirmities, having wants and appetites
belonging to their present earthly state. As thus situated, they cannot
inherit the kingdom of God; because they are not adllpted to its life,
and employment, and spirituality. They must be changed; not so
that they shall cease to be flesh, but cease to be flesh as it now is.
" All flesh (saith the Apostle) is not the same flesh." "There are
celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial." "As is the earthy, such are
they also that are earthy; and as is the heavenly, such are they also
that are heave,uy." And," as we have borne the image of the earthy
(the first Adam), we shall also bear the image of the heavenly," "the
Lord from heaven." The body as well as the soul must be made
" meet for the inheritance of tbe saints in light." The soul is made
so by being born again of the Holy Ghost, and finally restored, by a
perfect holiness, to the perfect mind of Christ, the image and likeness
of God. The body also must be born again, and by the same Holy
Spirit. It is "dead, because of sin." "But, if the Spirit of Him that
raised up Jesus from the dead, dwell in you, He that raised up Christ
from the dead, shall also quicken your mortal bodies, by His Spirit
that dwelleth in you." Hence, the resurrection of the dead in Christ
is called" the regeneration." "We shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed." Vast and wonderfnJ, indeed, must be the change that
will fit and prepare this frail and mortal body, especially after the
corruption of the grave, for the habitation of God, the vision of His
glory, the communion of His kingdom, the society of angels, the
employments of heaven, the life eternal. Great, indeed, must be the
change to prepare it to be a suitable, congeuial companion and
instrument of the soul, in the perfect holiness and boundless activity
and vigour of its heavenly state. The disembodied spirit, accustomed
to the communion of saints made perfect, and to the ineffable glory of
the presence of God, when it comes to re-enter its tabernacle, must
find therein, not only every vestige of the fall, every remnant of the
dominion and curse of sin, every mark of death, every infirmity of an
earthly state, obliterated; bnt a newness of life, a purity, an energy,
an activity, adapting it to participate with, instead of encumbering,
its own inconceivably vigorous, active, and exalted powers. Without
such change, the risen body would be no more capable of the kingdom
of God, than a worm, without the transformation undergone in the
chrysalis, would be capable of the new element, and new life, and food,
and pleasures, and occupations, of the butterfly; or, than the seed in
the ground, unchanged, unquickened, can exhibit the properties, and
perform the functions, and answer the ends, of the growing and ripening
wheat. A change is to be made of worlds, from earth to heaven; and
a change must be made of the body, from earthly to heavenly; from
corruption to incorruption: from mortal to immortality. That
change must be made; because the body as much as the soul has a
title, in Christ, to an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven. Christ
came to redeem us: not our souls only, but ourselves, just as we are,
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body and soul, "from all iniquity," from all its condemnation,
dominion and curse; to destroy the work of the devil entirely, in the
flesh and in the spirit. One, as much as the other, was bought with
the price of His blood, and is His. Whatever is His, he will have; and
neither death nor life shall finally separate it from Him. To leave
the bodies of His people under the power of death would be to leave
His work of redemption unfinished; His own mystical body incomplete.
Man would not be saved-for man is corporeal, as well as spirituitl.
Hence "this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal,
immortality." Of the greatness and glory of the change, we can form
but the least and most inadequate conception: just as we can conceive
so little of that whole transformation by which the soul is finally
adapted, out of its present fallen state, to the holiness and glory of its
heavenly portion. All is done by St. Paul that language can do, to
give us the idea. But all language fails. In this life we must needs
see such tljings through a glass, very darkly. We necessarily think as
children, understand as children, just the spelling-book, the merest
elements. The resurrection-day alone can teach us any more. When
we rise, we shall know. But let us take some of the words of St. Paul
and think of them. "It is sown in corruption, it is raised in
incorruption,." raised as pure and deathless as the soul that comes
to inhabit it again. "It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory."
Now a " vile body," and deeply dishonoured by the humiliating process
of death, and burial, and dissolution, so that it is put out of the sight
of the living, as a spectacle not to be looked on; it shall be changed
into a habitation as far beyond its present state, as the heavenly
mansions exceed in glory the grave from which it will be raised.
" Sown in weakness, it shall be raised in power,." power to endure
such a vision of God, and to sustain such an "exceeding and eternal
weight of glory;" power to endure for ever, and to mount with the
soul to all the heights, and go with it, in all its vast excursions, and
endless occupations and enjoyments. "It is sown a natural body, it
is raised a spiritual body." Natural here means animal; spiritual
is here used in opposition, not to corporeal, but animal; a body
spiritualized, deprived 0 its animal properties, and weaknesses, and
wants; a body made as perfectly conformed to the nature and uses of
the spirit dwelling therein, as a material body can be; so that instead
of one encumbering ·the other, or feeling itself impeded by the other,
there shall be such perfect harmony that both shall be one in every
thing, not the body now, and now the spirit, but the whole redeemed
man so perfect, that there shall be a complete oneness of participation
in all works, all occupations, all blessedness.
But the highest reach of language in describing the change in the
resurrection, is that of St. Paul, to the Philippians. He tells us that
our Lord Jesus Christ, at His second coming, shall" change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His own glorious body." Fallen
in Adam, we bear His image, also, in body and soul; redeemed in
Christ, we must bear His image, also, in body and soul. Members of
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Christ, we must be as He is. Ever to be with the Lord, in the body;
He will qualify our bodies for that blessedness, making him like His
own glorious body. The harvest will be as the first-fruits. We shall
not only see His glory, but partake therein. Our Lord will be the
pattern, and architect, of our resurrection. In the first creation, God
made man after His own image and liken~ss. The completion of the
new creation, by Jesus Christ, will be the finishing of His own likeness
in the risen bodies of His people. What is the glory of the glorious
body of Christ, it hath not entered into the mind of man to conceive.
The light" above the brightness of the sun," in which He appeared at
the transfiguration, and the sight of which the three disciples could
not endure, was intended to give some idea of that glory. But we
wait the beatific vision. Meanwhile, we are satisfied' with the
assurance of St. John: "It doth not yet appear what we shall be ;
but this we know, that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is." One thing, however, we know, that
the full and glorious triumph of redeeming grace and power, the fulness
of the victory over sin and death, will not be consummated till the
resurrection-day. It cannot be, while the body of a single saint is
under'the dominion of death. It cannot be, until the earth and the
sea shall be made to give up tbeir dead. It cannot be, till all they
that sleep in Jesus are brought with Him, and changed into His own
likeness. Your brother whose soul is now with the Lord, must rise in
the body from the grave, or the Saviour's work will not be finished.
But, writes the Apostle, "WHEN this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal, immortality, THEN shall be brought to
pass the saying that is written, , Death is swallowed up in victory.' "
Then shall the triumphal song of the whole redeemed Church be
heard, " 0 death, where is thy sting! 0 grave, where is thy victory!
Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord
Jesus Christ."
If, in this discourse, we have only spoken of the resurrection of the
righteous, it must not be forgotten that all the graves are to give up
their dead-" some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting
contempt." We are to be "judged according to the deeds done in
the body;" and in the body must all be, in order to be so judged.
But for tbis most painful part of our subject, we have not timeexcept to say, that while the same identity shall be preserved, there
will be a change in the resurrection of the unrighteous, corresponding
to that of the righteous; mortal changed to immortality, corruptible
to incorruption, weakness raised in power; in order that those who
are to " go away into everlaBting punishment," may be fitted, in the
body, for its endurance, as well as that those who are to enter into
life eternal, may be fitted for its enjoyment.
And now we have seen probably as much as we can know here, 'of
what the rising of the dead means, especially of those who sleep in
Jesus. And what precious consolation does the Gospel thus bring to
the aching hearts of bereaved believers! "Thy brother shall rise
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Yes. (answers Martha, sorrowing over some recently-tenanted
grave), but not till the last day. Oh, that he could now come to life
again! No, the wise Christian heart replies, it is a great part of the
consolation that he will not rise now, while death still reigns, and
sorrow and sighing have not fled away; that he will not rise till that
day, when all things shall be made new, "the time of the restitution
of all things," when he can come forth in a body that will never die
again; into a world where there shall be no more sin, or pain, or woe;
in company with the whole harvest of the dead in Christ, and then to
go with that whole blessed company to be "ever with the Lord."
This is our " garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness." "Precious
in the sight of the Lord, is the death," and even the dust, "of His
saints." Not a Christian's grave is there in the silent city of the dead,
but is well known to Him-well watched and kept under His carethough ita m~morial, for human eye, has centuries ago been lost. As
we walk along these solemn streets, a voice seems to say, "These all
shall rise again." Then we think of the dead of all generations, since
the world began; the graves in land and sea; the whole earth a
cemetery of unknown millions! Not a particle of their dust has
perished, however widely it has wandered. All are waiting" the day
of redemption." What a multitude that cannot be numbered, of
God's beloved people, are there, the tribes of His true Israel, dispersed
through all lands, enduring the captivity of death, but " prisoners of
hope," listening for the" voice of the Archangel and the trump of God."
Then shall the earth cast forth her dead, and all shall come forth, and
rejoin the souls from which they have been so long divorced; and
then shall be joy among the angels of God, to welcome home to Zion
the children of that long and dark captivity. They" return and come
to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon their heads." They are
clothed in the white raiment of their Redeemer's righteousness. The
shout of victory, and praise, and gladness, is heard from every heart;.
Rank upon rank, a boundless congregation, they press towards "the
throne of God and the Lamb," to " show forth the praises of Him who
called them out of darkness into His marvellous light." It is the
" royal priesthood, the holy nation," gathered out of all nations, and
people, and kindred, and tongues. The Lord of Glory, having finished
His work, begins that endless Sabbath. His Church" without spot or
wrinkle," walking with him" in white," keeps holy that long-hoped-for
day of eternal rest. They are "joint heirs with Christ ;" He,
" glorified in them;" they, glorified in Him. His joy is in beholding
in them" the travail of His soul;" their joy is in beholding in Him
" .the Author and Finisher of their faith," and their Portion .for ever.
Oh, what believer would wake the sleep of a brother in Christ-e-sleeping
in death till the last trump of that day of days shall call him; till he
can rise in that great communion and fellowship, and begin that
Sabbath! No, beloved one, we will wait in hope. Sleep 0\1, in thy
silent, lowly bed, till this stormy sea is past, and the war of sin and
hell is ended, and the last vial of wrath is poured upon the earth.
l1{Jain."
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Come not again~:to us, till we are ready to mount with thee to the
heavenly gates. The time is short. The day will soon break. Farewell, precions one, till then!
But St. Paul has an exhortation for the living, founded on the
assurance of that day: "Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord;
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
With such perfect redemption in view, such a day in prospect-an
inheritance of life eternal, for body and soul, in the glory of Godshall anything move you from the steadfast, unshaken sett}ng of your
hearts and the earnest devotion of your lives to the obedience of Christ 1
Shall any temptations seduce, any trials discourage, any wrath of man
affright you, from the patient continuance in well-doing; knowing,
aslyou do, that not the least moment of your labour, or trial, or patience,
ortlUffering, shall be in vain in the Lord; that all will ripen unto, and
that all will bring forth fruit abundantly in that great harvest. The
Lord strengthen us thus to abide, seeking our rest not here, on these
troubled waves, this open sea, where all winds blow and rage, but in
that haven where, only, the anchor of the soul is cast, and where
remaineth the rest of the people of God. Amen.

ABRAHAJ\1'S FAITH.
By THE LATE BISHOP

W ALDEGRAVE, D.D.

" WHO against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father
of many nations, according to that which was spoken, so shall thy
seed be. And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet
the deadness of Sarah's womb: He staggered not at the promise of
God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;
and being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, He was able
also to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.
Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him ;
but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead; who was delivered fQr our
offences, and was raised again for our justification~' (ROMANS iv. 18-25).
Justification is that act of God by which He pronounces His people
to be righteous in His eyes; that is, to be punishable for no guilt-to
be rewardable for all obedience.
Its meritorious cause lies in those vicarious sufferings of the Lord
of life, of which it is the joy of every faithful minister constantly to
speak.
Collectively, the Church of the firstborn was healed, when her Divine
Redeemer, the Incarnate Word, having borne all the stripes due to her
sin, was able to cry, "It is finished." And to this the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ gave testimony, when He raised Him from
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the dead. That Inighty act, patent to the universe, was the corporate
justification of the people of God; for it was the solemn declaration
of the eternal J ehovah, that an end had indeed been made of sinsthat everlasting righteousness hll,d indeed been brought in. In the
closing words of the above text, Jesus Christ our Lord "was delivered
for our offences, and was raised again for our justification."
But if the sufferings of Christ be the meritorious cause of justification,
what is its appropriating channel 1 In other words, by what means
shall the man of broken and contrite heart be brought into actual
personal possession of that justifying righteousness which Jesus hath,
by His obedience unto death, wrought out for His people, His chosen 1
It is well to know that there is a collective healing; but can a true
·penitent have peace until he be a sharer in the individual benefit 1
And what shall we do to obtain so great a boon 1
The answer of Scripture is, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved." Faith is the appropriating channel of justification. God hath " set forth Christ to be a propitiation, through faith
in His blood." "Being justified by faith, we have peace with God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ."
But what is faith 1 It is resting, trusting-with the most simple,
the most unflinching trust-upon the word of Him that cannot lie.
And this it is that the above gracious passage is designed to
teach.
Let the eager enqnirer ponder well my words, as I proceed to show
how the story recarded in the fifteenth chapter of Genesis (for it is to
that chapter that the Apostle refers), sets forth the true character of
justifying faith.
And first, notice the duire of Abraham's heart.
. "And Abram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go
childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus 1
And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, 10,
one born in my house is mine heir."
It is important, my brethren, to understand the true nature of the
patriarch's longings. He desired to have a son. He felt, doubtless,
that natural yearning which every man has to leave those behind
him, who shall keep his name in remembrance. But there was more
than this in Abraham's heart: upon the birth of a son depended all
those spiritual blessings, for the sake of which he had given up country,
kindred, and father's hOllEe. The pardon of sin, and all the matchless
mercies which follow in its train, were bound up in that seed in which
all the families of the earth should be blessed. And that seed was to
spring from Abraham's loins. It was therefore literally and truly, for
his soul's sake, that he craved a son.
And does the true penitent yearn less cravingly for justification 1
And has he less reason for his ardent longings 1 Unspeakable bounties
are its inseparable companions-peace :with God, access to the throne
of grace, a lively hope of glory to come, abounding joy in~tribulation,
these and countless other benefits are the happy portion;(oflthe man
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to 'whom the Lord imputeth'righteollilness without works. "Blessed
is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is
the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and.in whose
spirit there is no gnile."
For the sake of these blessings he is willing to give up all; nay, he
has endeavoured to do so already. Every evil habit he would conquer,
every lust he would mortify, every vain confidence he would forswear,
so as only he may have an experimental knowledge of Jesus as his own
salvation. "Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus· my Lord: for whom I
have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that
I may win Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteo,¥,ness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith: that I may know Him
and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being made conformable unto His death."
But notice, secondly, God's .promise to grant the desire 0/ A.lnaham's
heart.
.
" And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, This
shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth .out of thine Own
bowels shall be thine heir. And He brought him forth abroad, and
said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to
number them: and He said unto him, So shall thy seed be."
You see how graciously Jehovah dealt with him. He made him a
promise; yea, an exceeding great and precious promise. He said he
would certainly give him offspring; yea, and that offspring should be
countless. The failure of the spiritual blessing should be reduced to
an i,mpossibility. And just so, poor mourner! has Jehovah pledged
Himself to grant the utmost longings of thy soul. He has passed His
word to give thee justification through the blood of His Son-full, free,
eternal! He has promised thee, I say, full justification. Hearken to
His own voice: "Be it known unto .you, therefore, men and brethren,
that through this man is preac4ed unto. you the forgiveness of sins:
and by Him all that .believe are justified from all things, from which
ye could not be justified·by the law of Moses." And this justification
is free, without money and without price. Listen to His Word again:
" For. all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being
justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus:'
Yea, and this justification is eternal:. saith He himself 1 "For I will be .merciful to their unrightousness, and their sins
and their iuiquities will I remember no more."
. But thou wilt say, and this is· the third point upon wbich I would
dwell, "How can these things be? With heart deceitful above all
things and desperately_wicked, I came into the world; evil exceedingly
has been my carriage ever since; yea, and in my case there have been
special aggravations of guilt: I have sinned in spite of privileges-in
spite of chastisements; I am, most emphatically, the servant that
knew his .lord's will, and did it not; yea, worse than this, I am the son
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who said, 'I go, sir,' and went not: can there be justification for one
so unutterably unworthy 1 "
Return we, my brethren, for a reply, to Abraham's story. Notice
the obstacles which nature opposed to the fulfilment of J ehovah's
promise. His own body was now dead; Sarah was past age: the
accomplishment of God's word seemed to be simply impossible. Surely,
his case physically was not less hopeless than thine, poor mourner,
seems to thee to be spiritually.
Now, mark well, that thou mayest learn how to act---mark well, I
say, in the fourth place, the triumph of Abraham's faith over natural
obstacles.

Let the apostle be heard as he exhibits it fully to view in my text!
" Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father
of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy
seed be. And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body
now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the
deadness of Sarah's womb: he staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and
being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, He was able also
to perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness."
And wherefore was this word written 1 Read ou in my text: "Now
it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; but
for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that
raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.
Yes! in the same steps, in the selfsame steps of faith as those in
which Abraham walked, must thou, poor mourner, tread. As he-considering not his own body now dead, nor yet the deadness of Sarah's
womb-reposed with a simple, an unflinching trust, upon the sure word
of the Almighty God to him, so must thou-not considering thine own
inbred, inveterate corruption, not considering thine own life-long
aggravated guilt---rely with a steadfast, an unwavering trust, upon the
equally certain promise of the same un-lying J ehovah to thee! "If
thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth." "If
ye have faith as a grain of mustard se{)d, ye shall sayunto this mountain,
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing
shall be impossible unto you."
Yes! believing, it is imputed to thee, even to thee. The blood of
Jesus hath washed thee; the righteousness of Jesus now covers thee;
plunged in that cleansing fountain, arrayed in those garments of
matchless white, thou standest not merely unblamed and unreproved,
but unblameable and unreproveable in His sight. Like him of whom
we read in the third of Zechariah, " Thine iniquity has been caused to
pass from thee; thou art clothed with change of raiment. And now
thou mayest say, "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be
joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth
herself with her jewels.-
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Such then, my brethren, is the Scriptural exemplar of justifying
faith. As Abraham, the father of all them that believe-regardless of
all the obstacles which nature placed in the way-trusted on the simple
promise of his God for the fulfilment of his heart s yearning desire, so
do all his spiritual sons and daughters-not considering their own utter
unworthiness of heart and life-rely wholly on the sure word of Him
who hath pledged Himself to forgive their iniquity, and to remember
their sins no more. And as he, thus believing, therewith received
that greater boon of perfect jnstification, for the sake of whieh he so
eagerly longed for the lesser gift of a son, so do they, exercising a like
faith, receive immediately the pardon and absolution of all their sins.
Oh that the mourner may have grace given him this very day, to act
upon that significant word, "looking nnto "-looking off unto" Jesus."

Our subject is one of vital importance. I may therefore well be
excused, if, before we part, I add a few practical remarks, which seem
to be necessary to the completeness of my discourse.
And, first, mark well that by faith alone is iust1:fication appropriated.
To some minds the sacraments will immediately occur as exceptions
to this rule; but reflection will soon convince you that they are not.
For, wherein, my brethren, lies the efficacy of sacraments 1 not in
that mere act of giving and receiving, which divines are wont to call
the" opus operatum," but in the faith exercised by the recipient. Thus
the twenty-fifth Article instructs us that "in such only as worthily
receive the same," have the sacraments "a wholesome, effect and
operation:" while, in suhsequent Articles, in both the sacram~ntal
offices, and in the catechism also, we are most plainly taught that of
worthy reception the essence is " a lively faith."
If this testimony be true, and true it most assuredly is, for it can
be eonfirmed ," by most certain warrants" of Holy Scripture, then
does faith still retain its inalienable rights as the one sole appropriating
channel of a sinner's justification. And, if those rights cannot be
challenged, even by the sacraments of Christ's ordaining, shall
multiplied prayer, or continued penance, or priestly absolution, invade
them 1 God forbid! Most miserably shall they miscarry, who think
otherwise and act accordingly. Hearken, I pray you with most true
affection, to the words of St. Paul, as he warns the Galatians of the
consequences of the selfsame error: "Christ is become of no effect
unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen
from grace. For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of a righteousness by faith. For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love."
And this leads me on to observe, secondly, that by faith is iustification
immediately appropriated.
There is no probation, my brethren, in the matter of justification.
Justification depends not on works of our own, either antecedently or
subsequently performed; it waits not for them; it is the instantaneous,
the full ripe fruit of a living faith. "Therefore we conclude that a
mall is justified by faith without the deeds of the law."
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You will not misunderstand me: where there is a living faith, there
will be works-works goiug before of confessing and forsaking sin,
works coming after of following peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see the Lord. Thns was Abraham our
fatber justified by works-works, of which the sacrifice of Isaao is
qnoted by St. James as the culminating instance, pronounced that
faith to be genuine, by which many years before he had been already
completely and for ever justified: and so it will always be. "Good
works," in the language of the twelfth Article, " do spring out necessarily
of a true and lively faith; insomuch that by them a lively faith may be
as evidently known as a tree discerned by the fruit."
Still this I do say, and must say, for it is indispensable to the
Scriptural comfort of the true penitent, who will be the very last man
to discern any real fruit in himself, that directly such an one believes,
he is justified; were he to die that moment, he would be for ever with
the Lord. The crucified malefactor has reviled the Lord of Glory,
even while he hnng by His side <in the accursed tree; but now he is
convinced of sin: he utters that memorable prayer of faith, "Lord,
remember me." He is accepted, justified-he passes into Paradise.
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto hfe."
A third observation must be made; it is this: By faith alone is
iustification perpetually renewed.
And here again, my brethren, I speak out of truest pity to the sin'
stricken, sin-convinced sinner: for I know that such are sometimes
told (I have heard it myself in days long gone by), that in baptism they
were completely washed from sin; but that if, after that hour of
unconscious infancy, they have grievously fallen, then must they ever
after labour on in prayers and tears and sufferings, with trembling
hope that, perchance at the last great day, they may find their sins
forgiven. Surely this, my brethren, is not only untrue, as it respects
any being washed from sin at all in baptism, but it makes the heart of
the righteous sad, whom the Lord hath not made sad. Christ deals
not thus with His people; to them He said, "I say not unto thee,
Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven." And shall He
be less gracious to His own brethren 1 Assuredly not! "If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
And all this by the same operation of faith. "As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: "rooted and built
up in Him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving."
Once more, and lastly, Faith is of heavenly birth: it is the gift of God :
the operation of the Holy Ghost: "But as many as received Him, to
them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on His name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." "

420

The Gospel Magazine.

Are there any here who are conscious that, as yet, they have not
truly believed to the saving of their souls 1 Let them not vaiuly
presume to say, that, if faith is a thing so simple, and withal so
efficacious, they will postpone the matter for the present: they will
at some more convenient season believe. Let such tremble as they
hear that word which, in varying form, occurs again and again in the
sixth chapter of St. John: "No man can come to Me, except the
Father which hath sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the
last day."
Wherefore, without delay, confessing and forsaking thy sin, wait
upon Him who bath said, "If ye then being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit," even tbat Spirit which "'orketh repentance
and faith, "to them tbat ask him."

SettnOllf' aub
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SUBSTANCE OF ASERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH, COLEMAN STREET, LONDON, ON THURSDAY
EVENING, MAY 21, 1908, ON BEHALF OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND
SOCIETY.

\

OUR subject this evening, dear friends, is found in the fifth chapter of
the Epistle to the Galatians, 13th verse-a very few words-" By love
serve one another." Let me say at the outset that our God has
organized the vast multitudes of His believing people on the principle
and after the model of a family. Our text is what we may call a
" family" text. The Society for the relief of Aged Pilgrims, for which
I plead, is a "family" Society. It is for the most part, as to its
management and direction, and also in the contributing of funds and
the distribution of them, composed of believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and that fact more than any other increases in my beart an
affection for the Aged PilgrinIs' Friend Society. This is as it should
be, because, after all, there is a distinguishing line to be drawn in
regard to those who are recipients of the benefits of this Chtistian
Society. The benefits are restricted to those who give satisfactory
evidence that they have passed out of death into life, out of darkness
into light, have been quickened by the Spirit, and have found peace
through faith in the blood of Christ. The world has its own relief
funds, its old·age pensions, and so on, but the gifts which are bestowed
by this Society are limited to believers. That is a sound principle. A
line must be drawn definitely between believers and unbelievers.
Our text bids us " By love serve one another." Inasmuch as God
has been pleased to constitute His Church on the model of a family,
we naturally expect to find " family" terms employed in these inspired
Scriptures, and we have not far to Beek for them. Thus, in the third
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chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians and in the fifteenth verse we
read of the family-" the whole family in heaven and earth." The
whole family. Yes, for God's people have ever been one family. They
cannot be sundered one from another, or any of them from their loving
Head-their heavenly Father. Our God has revealed Himself in the
relation of a "Father" to His dear children-His believing peopleand has constituted them one family, although, of course, there are
endless varieties of character and experience among God's sons and
daughters. "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ~" That
question has never been answered, and it never will be, because it
cannot be. Some of us have loved ones in the glory yonder, absent
from the body-present with the Lord. Now, we love to think of
these as being nevertheless one with us in the power of an endless life.
Yes, all who have lived corporately in Christ from eternity, are in
course of time renewed by the Holy Ghost, one by one. " Part of the
host has crossed the flood, and part is crossing now," and there are
more to come. "The Lord knoweth them that are His," a.nd He
knows where to find them, however far off they may practically be
from Him, however sunk in ignorance, however unbelieving. They
are well known to the Lord and beloved by Him, with a changeless,
endless love; and He will bring them to the knowledge of Himself in
due season, according to His blessed will.
Then, in Scripture, believers a.re designated " the household of God"
(Ephes. ii. 19). God, then, has a "household," His people. They
are called children, brothers, and sisters. They love one another in
proportion as the eternal love of God their Father has been shed abroad
in their hearts. Therefore, this" household" is marked by the reign
of peace. They dwell together in unity. It delights the Lord to look
down from on high on His precious children gathered here this
evening. Oh, that we had eyes to see and hearts to understand what
we are, dear children of God, in our heavenly Father's sight, as those
who have been redeemed at the cost of the precious blood of His own
Son; as the subjects of the Holy Ghost's qlrickening grace-sealed by
Him, sealed with the spirit of adoption, so that we are able with all
reverence and godly fear to look up, and say, " Abba, Father," while
He, looking down upon those who thus look up, declares-" They are
My people, they are My children, this one is My son, that My daughter,
so dear to Me, so very dear! "
Next, they are termed "the household of faith," because faith
characterizes all God's people. Without faith it is "impossible to
please Him "; and" all men," says the Book, "have not faith." Oh,
for grace to increase in it. What an essential mark of distinction is
this grace of faith! You know, God looks down from on high and notes
all those who" name the Name of Christ," and He divides them into
just two classes-believers and unbelievers. Let, then, each one here
present put the great question to himself, " Am I a believer 1 Am I
a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 1 Have I been washed, as a poor
vile sinner, from all my sins, in His atoning blood 1 Have I peace
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with God-am I clothed with the righteousness of God's dear Son 1 "
Let everyone put these solemn questions to himself, and not be satisfied
merely to put them, but also answer these enquiries. Sometimes some
of you, no doubt, anxiously ponder the issue-" Am I His or am I not 1 "
It makes a vital difference for time and for eternity. If each can
answer in the words of the Apostle Paul, happy is he-" By the
grace of God I am what I am"! It you can answer in that simple
language of spiritual experience, all, all is well. You remember,
brethren, that the ancient Israelites, Abraham's natural seed, were a
type of this household of faith. If we turn to Holy Scripture we have a
reference to this in the Book of the Prophet Amos, in the third chapter.
God, be it observed, is speaking against His people because of their
national backsliding, but, in grace, He addresses them under family
titles. He says, "Hear this word that the Lord hath spoken against
you, 0 children of Israel, against the whole family, which I brought up
from the land of Egypt, saying, You only have I known of all the
families of the earth, therefore I will punish you for ~ll your iniquities."
Observe, the Lord takes great pains with His children-His dear
children-when they go wrong. He does not scruple to take the rod
in hand sometimes. Chastisements are very grievous, but they are all
administered in love. Paternal love directs Jehovah's rod-there is
no wrath in it. The anger of God against the sins of His dear children
was fully met at the cross, wben Jesus, our Covenant Substitute, bowed
His blessed Head, laden as He was at that instant with the countless
transgressions and iniquities of a multitude no man could number.
At that supreme moment the whole of that imputed burden was
removed when He bowed His thorn·crowned head and declared, "It
is finished"! Whereupon it was the work of the Father to forget
judicially the sins His dear Son had righteously atoned for! Have
you, dear friends, ever thought of that 1 The Righteous Judge has
once for all pronounced the sentence, "Their sins and iniquities will
I remember no more"! The infinitely precious blood of the Lord
Jesus has effectually blotted them out, and, therefore, they can never
come into remembrance. They are gone-gone for ever! Happy
are the people who have the Lord Jesus, for their Redeemer, their
Peace·maker, with the all-just and holy God. And so here we have
the prophet Amos representing Jehovah as chastising His Covenant
people. That was necessary discipline. We must never overlook the
great fact that the Lord enforces strict discipline in his beloved family" the household of faith." Every wise earthly parent uses strict, wise
discipline. To ignore faults and failures in children is not parental
love. Now, the Lord loves His people and, therefore, when profitable
for their souls, He "scourges" them. As someone has said, scourging
fetches blood, and so He sometimes severely scourges His redeemed
people; at other times He corrects them" in measure." It is because
He dearly loves His saints that He takes these wondrous pains with
them. "As many as I love I rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore
and repent." Ancient Israel, as has been observed, may be considered
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a type of the one" familyjn heaven and earth," a tYPe of "the household of God," a type of " the household of Faith," and all believers in
Christ are accounted to be the true seed of Abraham. This truth you
find in the Epistle from which our family text is taken. Then, again,
the dear children of God dwell together under a common roof, the roof
of their Father's house. Here they now dwell by faith. Very soou,
some of us will be at home with the Lord in person, no longer dwelling
there by faith only. Most blessed Lord! "Thou hast been the dwelling-place of Thy people in all generations" (Ps. xc. 1). Thus, in the
Lord we live, verily, it is in Him we move, and it is in Him we have
our spiritual being. Dear children of God, by faith we are ever with
Him, and He ever with us.
Our text speaks of our exercising love towards one another. Jesus
impressed this lesson forcibly upon His disciples, and taught them
what a powerful testimony to the world it is when His followers dwell
together in love, brotherly love. Now, this love is a peculiar, a special
love. It is not mere philanthropy. And the Christlike work of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society is not a work of natural benevolence.
Philanthropy is all right in its place, but " philadelphia "-brotherly
love-that means the very love of God shed abroad in the beart by the
Holy Ghost. That is it which has supplied the mighty motive of the
now completed one hundred years' operations of this Society. The
love of God is still shed abroad in the hearts of very many of the Lord's
servants, and they are striving together, by brotherly, mutual love, to
further the sacred objects of this Scriptural work. My friends, God
has been well pleased that His dear servants have thus loved one
another, and have endeavoured to show their mutual love by their
service, not that they in the least degree boast in their works, however
good, except as they furnish evidence of the reality of the love of God
wrought by tbe Spirit in their hearts. It may be remarked that the
same word is used of God Himself as is employed in our text to-night---"Love." "God is Love." That is the same Greek word. The
Father's love shown in those begotten of Him is an infallible mark of
the new birth. "By this we know that we have passed from death
into life because we love the brethren." Believers in Christ did not
formerly attract us. We stood off from them, because there was a
something about them and their testimony and their conversation and
work which condemned us. But when the time came that the Holy
Ghost convicted us as chief sinners, and showed us our spiritual
ignorance, we trembled at the reality of the sight, and wondered what
we must do to be saved. We were directed by the same Spirit who
convicted us of sin, and in Christ crucified and risen we found our
salvation. Now we are drawn towards the Lord's dear brethren.
There is something in them which attracts us. There is something
which we cannot describe-a mysterious sometbing-a great realitywhich knits our hearts unto them, and we feel that we cannot have
too much fellowship with them. Oh! it is blessed thus to walk in
sweet communion, and to converse concerning the things of the King-
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dom of our Heavenly Father and the Lord Jesus! Let us, then, seek
for it more and more by the way. As has been said, this peculiar love
of the saints is a mark of the New Birth. It is adistinctive token of
one's having been begotten from above by the Holy Ghost. Have
we all thus loved the Lord's people ~ Let each put this question to
himself, Do I much love the Lord's people! Am I greatly drawn
to them ~ Is there something mysteriously attractive which I find
in them ~ I cannot indeed describe it, yet there is something more
than naturally magnetic which draws my heart to their hearts. Someone
once quaintly remarked-" The Christ in you will never quarrel with
the Christ in me." It was a quaint saying, but it is quite true that
where Christ is " formed in the heart" of one and also in the heart of
another, little differences about religious externals will not separate
them. With some of us it is a very small matter when meeting a
stranger, and finding him to be a child of God, as to what Christian
denomination he represents. We are drawn to him instinctively-we
find ourselves walking together in happy agreement. Two can walk
together when their minds agree in the truth of God. We meet here
to-night, brethren, comparative strangers one to another, yet we find
ourselves united in Spirit because our mutual object, our common
object, is to· serve the Lord's saints, and their interests. That looksmuch like a mark of saintship. We shall not always be strangers to
each other. It is one blessed anticipation of my own heart that I am
going to spend my eternity in making the personal acquaintance of the
individual members of "the whole' family"-of Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Moses, Aaron, and all the blessed Old Testament saints,
Brotherly love is eternal in its nature. Brotherly love is a mighty
power in the hearts of all in whom the Lord has implanted it. The
family of God is indissolubly bound together by intangible ties. Than
the everlasting Love of God no more powerful bond eau unite the
redeemed. Therefore, we love God's aged saints. We warmly love
them" in the Lord." I hope our meeting together this evening will
serve-by the Holy Spirit's grace-to stimulate interest in the Lord's
aged people. It is delightful to think of what great things the Lord
has done by this faithful Society already. We gratefully note that in
pensions paid by this Christian agency, and presumably contribnted
largely by the Lord's own dear people during the past one hundred years,
no smaller a sum than £388,000 has been distributed amongst 8,300
aged, poor children of God! Eight thousand believers! What an
army! How blessed a thought it is that a very large proportion of
these are now 'yonder in t!).e Father's House, remembering, no doubt,
all the way by which the Lord led them, and, if so, then the instrumentality of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society is not unknown on high!
They have 'in praiseful remembrance that when human sympathies
were largely dried up, the Lord stepped in and took tender care of His
aged, dependent servants.
Of course, in a large family there is a great variety of conditions.
Some members are strong, and others are weak; some who are sickly,
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others healthy and well; some young and others old-so it is in. the
Lord's family, there are endless varieties of condition. The Lord has
designedly constitnted His family in such a way that all are indis·
pensable; and each one is necessary in relation to all the rest of the
members of the same family. Not one can be dispensed with. The
weak are necessary as well as the strong. The strong are strong not
for themselves merely, but as helpers of the weak. We should
sympathize with those who are not strong, and seek to share their
burdens with them. Oh! how much, for instance, may be done by a
kindly word, quietly and seasonably spoken. In a family we are
pleased to see the little ones caring affectionately for one another,
unselfishly giving up this or that so that-perhaps-the sick one I!!ay
have it. Let us see to it, dear children of God, that we practically
help.one another, if it be but by the speaking of a loving, kindly word-a
wise word at the right time. The Lord will give us the exact thought
and also guide our lips. We may, at times, hesitate in service, but
the Lord can qualify us for it if there be in us the willing heart. "By
love serve," serve one another. It may be added here that the Greek term
thus employed here for" serve" implies the service of a bondservant.
Well, indeed, the Lord's dear people are by grace bondservants; they
are bound by th" love of Christ-" the love of Christ constraineth us "
-.they are bound by the love of the Spirit. I often think we dwell
too little on" the love of the Spirit," of which the Apostle Paul writes"The love of the Spirit." We are under profoundest obligation by the
love of the Father, by the love of the Son, and by the love of the Holy
Spirit; to "serve one another." Thus, brethren, we are Gospel bond·
servants. " Freely ye have received, freely give." One wonders on
what occasion the Lord used a certain expression which is attributed
to Him in the Acts of the Apostles. It is said, as though it were a
frequent saying of His, "It is more blessed to give tban to receive."
We know that He came down from above" to give "-He left His
Father's House with just that purpose in His heart-" to give" His
whole life on earth-His whole message and vast sufferings were to
that end, "to give," always" giving," never refusing. He used to
bless "ith botb hands. Have you noticed that when He was leavin~
His infant Church on the Mount of Olives, to resume the glory He
had with His Father before He yielded it up, it is said that He " lifted
up His hands," to bless that little flock. We do not read, brethren,
of His taking down His hands when once He had lifted them up.
Moses was a man of weakness. We read of him that when he prayed
that Israel might prevail against its enemies, his hands grew heavy, and
so Hur and Aaron held up his hands for him. So long as the hands of
Moses were held up, Israel gained victory, but if they fell, then Amalek
prevailed. We love to think of the Lord Jesus that His last act on
earth was to bless His disciples. There we believe He still prevails in
His intercession. I do not say He "pleads," for I am not sure of
that. I sometimes check myself when disposed to say "plead,"
because ·to plead seems to imply a suppliant, whereas the Lord in
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heaven is not a suppliant. Jesus having finished the work His Father
gave Him to do on earth, is in heaven by right. He fulfilled all righteolLiness on earth, and it was a right thing that He should be enthroned where
His Father placed Him. Jesus would not be in glory to-day had He
not fulfilled His Suretyship obligations.
A last word or two. I wish you to turn with me for a moment to
Leviticus xix. 32, to observe a command which Jehovah gave Israel
in relation to their aged brethren. He says amongst other things,
" Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the face of the
old man, and fear thy God; I am Jehovah." There you have the
Lord's mind revealed regarding the aged ones among His people. May
we, brethren, have that mind dwelling richly in us that we honour
those whose hoary hairs constitute a crown of glory, because the wearer
of them is walking-and perhaps has long walked-in the way of
righteousness. Honour the Lord's aged servants; minister out of
brotherly love to them, and so serve Him as those who are bound by
His greater love. Oh, let there be no slackening of our hands in this
matter. Let not our knees grow feeble in prayer for blessing on this
venerable Society's gracious work now that it enters upon its second
century. I have been much cheered to find that there has not occurred
slackening in funq.s. This fact encourages the Committee, who have
to sustain an onerous burden amidst many anxieties. The Lord
thus reminds His devoted stewards that He is superior to all circum·
stances. In fact, He makes circumstances. They are His obedient
servants. "Come," He saith to one, and it cometh; and to another,
" Go," and it goeth. May He alike bless His work and His beloved
people, for His own Name's sake. Amen.

NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT STRETTON CHURCH, MAY
1908, BY THE REV. WILLIAM LUSH, RECTOR.

17th,

" God, before whom my fathers Abraham and lsaru; did walk, the God
which fed me all my life long, unto this day, the Angel which redeemed
1M from all evil, bless the lads."-GEN. xlviii. 15, 16.

THIS text, dear hearers, came to me this week, when on my knees
I was trying to remember before God the case of a beloved niece who
was about to undergo a very serious operation. They occur in the
closing days of one who, having himself experienced the reality of
the promise, "blessing, I will bless thee," was committing to the Giver
of that same blessing the sons of his beloved Joseph. This blessing is
especially noticeable because it was Jacob's dying blessing: "By
faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph,"
and it is especially recorded as an act of faith, that looked into the
future and proved itself the certain persuasion (see Heb. xi. 1) of things
not seen, grounded upon the past experience recorded in my text.
And observe, the blessing of the lads is spoken of as the blessing of
Joseph: "And Jacob blessed Joseph, and said." How closely the
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blessing of parents and children is bound up! the blessing of the
child is the blessing of the parent. " Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord,
thou Son of David, my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil."
How many a parent's heart has been blessed when, in answer to prayer,
God has commanded the blessing, even life for evermore, into the
heart of some child, and proved that the blessing of the Lord it maketh
rich. Would that God, as the Author of all real blessing, were as
much recognized to-day as in days of old, and that amid the lifeless
formality which satisfies so many professors of religion, there were
to be found more who felt the need of the prayer of Jabez: "0 that
Thou wouldest bless me indeed."
" God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did
walk "-they walked as in the presence of God. "Can two
walk together except they be agreed 1" asks the prophet. No
natural man wants to walk as in the presence of God. Depart
from us, we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways, is the effect of
Adam's sin on his posterity. Was it not so with our first parenta
themselves 1 The Lord God walked in the garden. Adam and
Eve sought to hide themselves from His presence. How sad our
state by nature is! The unsaved sinner says to Christ to-day,
" Depart." Christ will say to the unsaved sinner by and bye,
"Depart." Well may God put the stirring question, "Where art
thou 1" Tha ~ is God's question, and mark the answer it draws forth" I was afraid." You have no desire to walk in the presence of one
of whom you are afraid. Who can meet your case 1 None but
God. How can He meet it 1 How has He met it 1 He has revealed
the great fact that there is no possible way of access for a ruined sinner
to God but through the shedding of innocent blood. "Ye who sometime
were far off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ, who died, the just
one for the unjust, that He might bring us unto God." Look at the
everlasting love that anticipated and provided for all this in the
Covenant of Grace-in which the love of J ehovah, Father, Son, and
Spirit, is so fully revealed. Oh. the riches of that grace of God that
bringeth salvation to the heart so estranged from God as only to desire
His departure, or to feel concerning Him-Oh, that there were no God !
"God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk."
Look at Abraham. "I took your father Abraham from the other
side of the flood" (Josh. xxiv. 3), where he was a worshipper of strange
gods. Here is the beginning with every vessel of mercy. "I took."
He found him in a desert land, in a waste, howling wilderness-He
instructed. All thy children shall be taught of the Lord. Who teacheth
like Him 1 What does He teach 1 He teaches you your need of
Christ to meet the requirements of a Holy God. Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see My day-he saw it and was glad. Perhaps you have
been left to try for a time some other way.
n

Indignant Justice stood in view,
To Sin&i's fiery mount I flew;
But Justice cried, with frowning face,
, This mountain is no Hidin~·pla.ce ! ' "
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But as a- child of, God you will be brought to this humbling position,
" not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves." I say humbling position, because everything that teaches
you your entire dependence upon God is humbling; and yet it is the
way in which Abraham was led to walk before God. Look at it in
Genesis xvii. 1: "Walk before Me." Why? "I am God the Allsufficient One." What can be more helpful when feeling my own
utter impotency than to be walking in the presence of One who is
All-sufficient? So was Abraham helped to offer up Isaac; but when
this was not realized, was he not as weak as any other man? "Say,
I pray thee, thou art my sister, that it may be well with me for thy sake."
Precisely ,So was it. with Isaae, when dwelling in Gerar, who, fearing
lest the men of that place should kill him, said of his wife, She is my
sister.
And yet notwithstanding these infirmities of the flesh, it is
true - "God, before whom my. fathers Abraham and Isaac did
walk."
There was only One who could say, "I have set God always before
Me, He is at My right hand, therefore I shall not be moved." What
a mercy, as we find ourselves so many times walking contrary to God,
~ather than walking in His presence, that we are able to see in the
perfectness of that Perfect One the only completeness in which 'we
can stand uncharged before Him who hath not beheld iniquity in
Jacob, nor seen perverseness in Israel; for, accepted in the Beloved,
and comely through His comeliness, " there is no spot in thee."
How often we show ourselves slow of heart to believe " My grace is
sufficient for thee"; and failing to realize" our sufficiency is of God,"
where are we ? . Arguing with Moses, "Who am I that I should go unto
Pharaoh?" or feeling with Jacob, " All these things are against me," or
with David, "I shall one day perish by the hand of Saul." And yet
they all walked by faith, and finished well their course; and notwithstanding their fears and gloomy surmisings, they walked. in the truth,
rejoicing in a Covenant, ordered in all things and sure; and all died
in faith, not having received the promises, but seeing them afar off,
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims in the earth. Such was the walk of the
great reformer in Judah-Hezekiah: "Remember now, I beseech Thee,
how I have walked before Thee in truth, and with a perfect heart."
He that walketh uprightly walketh surely; but remember, my hearers,
there is no upright walk .before God that is not founded on the receiving
of. Christ. "As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk ye in Him,. rooted and built up in Him." There may be upright
dealing before men when there is no uprightness with God; for if you
have satisfied all the claims that man may have upon you, remember
God's claims mlIst be met and satisfied, and how can these be me.t
apart from Him, whose salvation so many neglect, and whose Person
the multitude despise.
Now look at Jacob ih my text, acknowledging God as the
God of Providence and of Grace-the God that "fed me all my
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life long." Hear him saying, "With my staff I passed over thi3
Jordan, and now I am become two bands." What was the reason 1
Because God had blessed the basket and the store. Not one thing
had failed of all the good things the Lord had promised him. Goodness and mercy had followed him all the days of his life. It is a sweet
retrospect. No failure on God's part, though plenty on his. God
had gone before him, and hence gates of brass were broken in pieces,
bars of iron cut asunder, crooked things made straight, and rough
places plain-he had been brought through many dangers, snares,
and deaths. And as the subject of many sins and shortcomings, God
had chastened him as a God of government, but never deserted him
as the God of all grace; for after all his family troubles, after all the
way his God had led him, to humble him and to prove him, Jacob
found it was to do him good at his latter end; for the storms of life
and the clouds ended in a glorious sun-setting, and at evening time it
was light. And as he reviewed all the experience of a chequered life,
in which both nature and grace had shown themselves strong, he was
able confidently to affirm, "the Angel which redeemed me from all
evil "-in which expression, observe, he speaks of his Redeemer ~
the Angel-that same Angel or Messenger of the Covenant which
Isaiah speaks of as God's Presence Angel-" the Angel of His Presence
saved them," and the Angel which spake to Moses in the Mount Sinai
(Acts vii. 38). Jacob, by faith, looked unto the redemption wrought
on Calvary by the dear Son of God, and feeling his own interest
therein, speaks of himself as redeemed, not with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ. Happy deathbed-to trace every blessing and mercy back to God; to realize a
personal interest in the Saviour's finished work; to feel the blessedness
of the man whose iniquity is forgiven, and whose sin is covered! Such
an one may well gather up his feet into the bed, and give up the ghost,
realizing with Simeon, " Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
And, brethren, it is to me one of the most precious utterances in
the Bible, that our God so often styles Himself" the God of Jacob,"
for it is in J acob I see more than in Abraham or Isaac the everyday
life, the workings of that heart that is deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked-the selfishness so common to U3 all, the subterfuges
of which we are all more or less guilty; the despondence that so often
visits us, the fears of which we are so often the subjects-in a word,
as I said, that everyday life which reads us such painful lessons as to
our weakness-the life that has in it so much of the old Adam-the
life that so manifests" when I would do good, evil is present with me,"
-in a word, it is as I find myself the" worm Jacob," grovelling here
below, fond of these trifling toys, and then, notwithstanding all, in
the strength of the God of Jacob, to "thresh the motmtains," that
I learn how, even now, though oft down little Jacob goes, he lives to
fight again; and whilst out of weakness he is made strong, upheld by
the God of Jacob's " fear nots," he shall prove at last how" the lame
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take the prey," and are brought of! more than 'conquerors threugh
Him that loved them.
My fellow-sinner, look to the rock whence thou wast hewn, and to
the hole of the pit whence thou wast dug. What wast thou by
nature 1 J acob, the supplanter, deceiving and being deceived_
What art thou now 1 A debtor to mercy alone. Why 1 Because
Jesus sought thee when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God.
Such wast thou, such was J acob. What met his case 1 Nothing
short of the new Covenant promise of a Covenant God, " Behold I am
with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest; for I
will not leave thee until I have done that which I have spoken to thee
of." God has His own time and His own way to accomplish His
own purposes, and will even to the north give up, and to the south
keep not back; bring my sons from far, my daughters from the ends
of the earth. And if it is a time to favour you to-day, He will work,
and who shall hinder Him 1 Who shall stay His hand, or say unto
Him, What doest Thou 1 It is all God from first to last, who leads
by the right way to a city of habitation. Envy not another's experience,
desire not another's pathway. You may not have, like Jacob, an
earthly Goshen wherein to end your days; you may be debarred the
outward ciJ:cumstances of peace and plenty; but the God of Jacob
will be your God for ever and ever, and He will be your guide unto
death. What can equal His presence 1 I heard only last Sunday
evening of a dear sister in the Lord having no fear in going to the
operating room, and of her triumphant death amidst the most painful
of bodily surroundings. The fire can do no hurt when Jesus walks
in the midst of it, and the nature that shrinks most from bodily
snfiering can triumph over it when Jesus cheers the heart.
But what about those who are without hope, and without God iu
the world 1 We have been spea1.'ing of Him who is All-sufficient to
save to the uttermost. But this all-sufficiency is a two-edged sword,
for what do I read in Isaiah xiii: 6: "Destruction cometh from the
All-sufficient One." Look at it. Able to destroy both soul and body
in hell. Think of the words, " everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord." How sweet to know11

Sov'reign Grace has power alone
To subdue the heart of stone;
And the moment Grace is felt,
Then the hardest heart will melt."

. Oh, it is the power of the Lord that we want present with us this
morning, for indeed the treasure is in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of God. We speak of Him as the Lord
of all power and might. Do we feel our need of HiJn as such 1 See
the connection between His power and our teaching. "All power is
given unto Me in heaven and earth; go ye there/ore and teach." What
is the teaching of the wisest of men without this power 1 What is
not the teaching of the poorest and most illiterate when accompaniea
by this power 1 Is it not illustrated in the case of the immortal
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Toplady? What opportunities he had of hearing great preachers.
But what does he say? That in a barn, where a man was preaching
that could hardly spell his name, God met with him and blessed the
word to the conversion of his soul.
- My last word is what I will make no comment on, for it is too high
for me, and I am lost in wonder, love, and praise at the contemplation,
" The Lord's portion is His people, Jacob is the lot of His inheritance."

(ttotWlponbrnce.
TESTIMONY FROM AFAR.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

l

DEAR SIR,
Through the kindness of one of your subscribers I have had the
great pleasure of receiving a copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for many
months past, and feel compelled to send you a few lines in order that
others may perhaps be led to testify of benefit received through its
truthful columns. Excuse me first of all just referring to the present
awful state of things in the professing Church of the day-(by way of
contrast)-for it is very clear that the inspired WOl"d of God by the
mouth of His servant Isaiah, "When the enemy shall come in like a
flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him "
(Isa. lix. 19) is being fulfilwd even now, and that although popery,
in£delity, sacerdotalism, ritualism, "higher criticism," "ne~ theology,"
etc., even the very gates of hell, with the devil (knowing his time is
running out) leading in the van, still, notwithstanding all these things,
the Lord God omnipotent reigns, and of the Church of the living
God truly may it now be said-as of the burning bush-" nee tamen
consumebatur "-for it is written in this same portion of the bleBSed
Word of God, " As for Me, this is My Covenant with them, saith the
Lord. My Spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I have put
in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth
of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord,
from henceforth, and for ever. . . ." Truly, then, through all time,
and in all eternity to come, henceforth and for ever, the glorious Lord
God omnipotent will have His witnesses. Our blessed Lord J esUB
Christ, Himself the chief Witness, "the faithful" (and true) Witness,
the first begotten of the dead," Who liveth for ever, our glorious High
Priest, exercising the functions of His unchangeable Priesthood, and
having once and for ever perfected thern He sanctified unto Himself
by His one perfect offering np of Himself, lives " for evermore and has
the keys of hell and of death." Oh, well may we exclaim how perfect
the counsels of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost!
Nothing wanting-finished-all that God had promised according
to the terms of the "everlasting Covenant" of grace, "ordered in
aU things and sure." Dear Mr. Editor, you, by grace, know all these
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things, but I thought, you would not mind this public avowal of the
gladness with which your valuable Magazine is received even here; at
the opposite side of this floating ball which is called the earth-,and
although a poor weak believer, I can assure you that ,your '~labour is
not'in vain in the Lord." My earnest prayer for you, then, is just
the same as is written in the Word, viz., that you may be kept
" steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord"
-by spreading the praises- of our blessed Lord Jesus in the future (as
in the past) till He shall call you up higher, to be with Him for ever
and ever-" accord'mg to H'IS word"
.
Now for a few words with regard to the Lord's work in this distant
part of the world-and in response to the request of dear Mrs, A.
I now send you a few brief particulars of some of the places where the
Lord has graciously enabled me to declare the Gospel of free and
sovereign grace, the truth, as I believe it to be in Jesus-and some
of the recent subjects and texts. Our New Zealand names are very
awkward to pronounce, so I will try to make them clear, as pronounced
by the native Maori (" Mouri "-your pronunciation). Here, then,
is a list of some of the places, dates, and subjects for the past twentyfour months, or so.
1906Jan. 7th,*at Drury (10 o'clock). "The Birth of Christ." Luke ii. 7.
"Papakura (11.30). "His Mission." Matthew xviii. 11.
"
"
"Clevedon (3 o'clock). "Calvary." Mark xv. 37.
"
" Ness Valley (7.30 p.m.). "Resurrection." Mark xvi. 8.
Feb. 11th, at Epsom. "Wisdom." Text: 1 Kings iii. 9.
" 25th, at Sailors' Mission (Aucklaud). "Weighed." Dan. v. 27.
March 11th.-Sailors' Mission. "The Comforter." John xiv. 26.
" 25tk, at Helensville (morning). "Sin and its Remedy."
Hebrews ix. 22.
" at Parkhurst (evening). " The Unknown God." Acts
"
, xvii. 23.
April 8th, at Ngaruawahia (pronounced NARRIA WARRIA, A's as" AR"
in English word TAR) (morning). "Determined." 1 Cor. ii. 2
" at Ngaruawahia (same day). "The Di·vine Seeker." Luke
xix. 10.
May 20th, at Tamaki West (afternoon). "The Lord our Righteousness." Isaiah lxiv. 6, and Jer. xxiii; 6.
"
"at Remuera (Evening). ' " Paul's Resolution."
Morning, at Papakura. "The Same Gospel." 1 Cor. ii. 2.
Afternoon, at Clevedon. "God's Wondrous Love." John Ill. 16.
Evening, at Drury. (Doctrinal.) "Everlasting Love."
,Jeremiah xxxi. 3.
Afternoon, at Avondale Lunatic Asylum. "Preaching Gospel."
Luke iv. 18 and 19, and Isaiah lxi.
«- 24 miles country drive on this da.y between these four places;
helped by God to give four sermou. (extempore) on this day.
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Sept. 2nd, at Avondale. Subject-" Christ." Matthew ii. 6.
Oct. 7th, at Remuera (evening service). "Salvation." Isa.lix. 1,2.
" " at Tamaki (afternoon service). "Wa1'nings." Prov.
xxix. l.
14th, at Otahuhu (pron. OTAHU). "Truth and Error, or Christ
and Antwhrist." 1 John v. 20, and Prov. xiv. 2.
" 21, at Otahu. "Vwtory." 1 John v. 4.
" 28th, at Whitford (morning). "Paul and His Mission." Rom.
. xi. 13, and 1 Cor. ii. 2.
""
at Whitford (evening). "Law and Gospel." John i. 17.
Nov. 4th, at Tuakau (pron. TEW-A-KOW). "God Forma, /" Gal.
vi. 14.
" 11th, at Mangere (pron. MANG-A-RY). "Paradoxes." 1 Cor.
xv. 2l.
" at Mangere (evening service). "Stewardship." 1 Cor.
"
iv. 2, and Rev. xi. 10.
" 18th, at Otahuhu (pron. OTAHU). "Brevity of lAfe." Ps. xc. 10.
"
" a t Otahuhu (evening service). "Extremes." Luke xvi. 25.
" 25th, at Otahuhu (morning). "Prosperity and Adversity."
Ecclesiastes vii. 14.
.
" at Otahuhu (evening). "Immutability of God." Jer. xxi. 3.
"
Dec. 16th; at Avondale Asylum. "Looking unto Jesus." Heb. xii. 2.
" 23rd, at Rehia (pron. RAY-E-A). "Necessity." John iv. 4.
" at Aratapu (pron. ARRATAP). "The Cross." 1 Cor. ii. 2'
"
and Gal. vi. 14.
" 25th, at Rehia (Christmas Day). "Christ Jesus "-Anointed,
Saviour. Isa. ix. 6.
" at Rehia (Christmas Day). "Warned." Prov. xxix. l.
"" 30th. 3 services for School Children,
Aoroha.
Te Kopuru.
Dargaville.
7 o'clock.
11 o'clock.
3 o'clock.
Various
" Samuel."
" Youth."
texts.
" The Way."
" 3 services for adults.
"
Aoroha.
Tekopurn.
Dargaville.
" One Thing Needful." "Ohrist Jesus."
" Paul."
Luke x. 42.
Isaiah ix. 6.
1 Cor. ii. 1, 2.
1907.-Various places throughout the year-different subjects and
texts, and this present year so far (Feb. 10th, 1908) as under.
1908.Jan. 5th, at Remuera. " The Ohurch and her Almighty Keeper."
Texts-Isaiah xxvii. 3, and Matthew xvi. 18.
" 19th, at Newton 'Auckland (morning service). "A Word of
Comfort to Convicted Souls." John xvi. 8.
Children's Address. "Speak, Lord." 1 Sam. iii. 10.
"
"
Evening Service. "Yea and Amen," or~ Covenant
"
"
Promises. 2 Cor. i. 20.
'
z8
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1908.Jan. 26th, at Richmond (morning). "Ability and Responsibility."
(Salvation by grace and not by works). 2 Tim. i. 2.
" at Costley's Home for the Aged Poor (afternoon). Subject:
"
" According to Thy Word." Psalm cxix.
" at Waterview (evening). "A Wise Choice." Agur,
"
Solomon, Daniel, David, Paul. Text-Heb. xi. 25, 26.
Feb. 2nd, at Warkworth (morning service). "The Poor have the
Gospel Preached to Them." Text-Luke vii. 22, 23.
" at Kaipara (pron. KYPARA). Subject: "Where Art
"
Thou? " Genesis iii. 9.
And now, dear Sir, the foregoing is a list of some of the places, names
of subjects, and texts, etc., and I will spare you further trouble, as you
would only be weary of looking through them. Kindly note that I
have sent them by request of dear Mrs. A - , who, no doubt, would
like to glance them over when convenient for you to post on to
her at Brighton. She has been so good to me in constantly sending
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE (December issue arrived to-day), also the Sower,
Gleaner, English Churchman, etc., and I can assure you that what with
business all the week, and (thanks to God) His work on Lord's-days
and odd times, I have not too much spare time. Oh, that the good
and gracious God, whom I serve so feebly, may give constant renewals
of His sustaining grace. I thank you for taking the trouble to
glance over this long scrambling letter, and if you think fit to condense,
or abridge any of it, or the substance of it, for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, do so.
I desire not publicity. My name can be left out. The only desire I
have is, as long as the Lord may spare me, and open doors of service,
to proclaim the rich, free grace of God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost, Who,
" Saw m.e ruined in the fa.ll)
Yet loved me nothwithstanding all.)l

Yours sincerely, in the bonds of the everlasting Covenant,
" CANTAB."

Auckland, N.Z., Feb. 10th, 1908.

A RESTORING CONSIDERATION.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR:It must be a great comfort to the children of God to know that,
however empty and destitute of good they may feel, their spiritual
" life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which they possess."
"But one thing is needful," said the precious' Jesus, who came" that
they !night have life," and this eternal gift is theirs, hid in Him while,
it may be for joy they have bitterness-for -hope, fear-for cheerful
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content, questioning disquietude. Then .they confess they are poor
and needy. And a gracious I..ord, Who inspires it, bends His ear to the
confession; tells them that He dwells with the poor, that the poor
hungry and thirsty are blessed; but says also, " All things are yours."
Ha"'ing nothing of their own to make them acceptable to Him, they
possess all things which God, blessing them with His whole heart, can
give them.
But their lament at times is that they cannot even feel or confess
their poverty; that cold and careless, or occupied too much with out·
ward things, they cannot even say, " One thing have I desired of the
Lord. "But the Redeemer came that they might have life more
abundantly; the Lord returns with mercies; gives more grace and
the prayer, "Wilt Thou not revive us again 1" "Quicken us, and we
shall call upon Thy name." It is very gracious of Him to restore to
them the ioy of His salvation, because, it may be, He sees" life more
abundant" where they feel wounds and bruises. He may see as much
of His own work in a lament as a thanksgiving; but in His goodness
and mercy, when He revives them and gives them peace, He gives
them a blessing which has no sorrow ,vith it.
It must have made the chiefest of apostles very glad to know that
his incorruptible inheritance, to which he so looked forward, was in no
way a reward for his labours more abundant, his oft journeyings, or
his care of all the Ohurches. And it is the privilege of all the children,
though they obey all the precepts of Romans xii., or have all the virtues
of Proverbs xxxi., to say with the least, "We are unprofitable
servants."
Yours in Christ,
"FOLLOWER ON."
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the " Gospel Magazine."

DEAR Sm,-May I bring before our friends a few more testimonies
relating to the Magazines and Books sent out by the Book Mission.
From Portland: "I am very much obliged to you for the most
kind offer of books for the sailors. They are most acceptable and
are specially so just now, as we have been so short of reading matter.
It was very good of you to thus remember us. With kind regards and
renewed thanks."
From Par, Cornwall: "I do so wish to thank you for such an
excellent box of books for the sailors. They are all so useful for us,
and we can use everyone of them in the Master's service."
From Seaforth Highlanders: "Your parcel to hand on Wednesday.
I pray that the Lord will bless you for your kindness. He says,
, Blessed are they that sow beside all waters.' We have a little band
attending our Wednesday night meeting in the regiment now; most
of them go on for a bit and die on the doorstep. The roaring lion is
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a terror, but greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.
So, dear brother, I must thank you for your kindness, and will be
more than pleased if you send on some books. That they turn many to
righteousness shall shine forth as the stars for ever."
I trust these letters will encourage the friends who support the
Mission as they have cheered my heart in labouring for the spiritual
welfare of our soldiers and sailors. I am now leaving Bath.
Will friends, therefore, kindly not send any more books to me at
Bath, but to my new address, which (D.V.) will shortly be made
known 1
June, 1908.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRlDER.
" BECAUSE."
WHAT a blessed "Because" is that in John xiv. 19. "Because I
live, ye shall live also." Spoken alike to, and true alike of J ames who
falls a victim to Herod's sword, and Peter who escapes it; of Enoch
and Elijah who never tasted death, as of our blessed Reformers who
died uuder the persecuting hand of tbe greatest enemy of the Gospel
of Jehovah's grace-Rome.
Several others We find the Lord make USe of in these discourses; as,
" Because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the" world hateth you" (John xv. 19). Because the
fruits and effects of His uncontrollable will and sovereign mercy
must be made manifest in them, in putting them in possession of a
new heart, a new spirit, and Divine teaching, they shall be all taught
of God. These bring out the enmity that exists in the uuregenerate
part of fallen maukind. God the Father gives a people to God the
Son to redeem and save (John xvii. 2, 3). God the Son gives
Himself for these, as saith the apostle-" Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who
gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present
evil world, according to the will of God and our Father" (Gal
i. 4). And that these" given ones" are the persons upon whom the
Holy Spirit works effectually in calling, leading, preserving in the
truth unto the end, and finally glorifying, is most evident from that
Scripture among others, viz., "by the blood of Thy Covenant I have
sent forth Thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water" (Zech.
ix. ll). Thus they find in the blood of Christ shed for His own sheep
ground and foundation for all He does for them in revealing Christ
to them, and forming Him in their hearts the hope of glory.
There was recently in one of our extensively circulated religious
papers a controversy as to whether Papists hold the doctrine of the
Trinity, some asserting they did (in a nominal way at least), others
that they did not. But surely if we do but look closely into another
of Christ's "Becauses," we shall find a satisfactory solution of the
matter. "The time cometh that whosoever l.. .illeth you will think
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that he doeth God service; and these things will they do unto you,
because they have not known the Father nor Me" (John xvi. 2, 3).
Ah! say some, that was Rome Pagan; but, we reply, much more
has this Scripture had fulfilmeut in Rome Papal, and for Christ's given
reason-" Because they have not known the Father nor Me." What
kind of holding the doctrine of the Trinity was that of those monsters
of cruelty, injustice, and murder, who set up and administered the law
of the Inquisition, of the rack, the torture, and the fires and faggots
of Papal Rome? Is there any oneness of creed and of faith with these
" framers of mischief by a law" of their own, and that blessed Apostle
of the Lord Jesus who wrote, "That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto. you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ"
(1 John i. 3). So, then, not only do Papists in works deny Him (Titus
i. 16), but by giving homage and worship to a creature do they manifest
their real ignorance of the Father in His electing grace, and the Son in
the all-sufficiency of His One, once-offered Sacrifice, and in their
experience of His redeeming love.
It was with a " Because" that Satan, the great enemy of mankind,
first confronted and addressed our Representative Head in the Covenant
of Works. "Yea-because-God said ye shall not eat of every tree
of the garden?" (Gen. iii. 1). Because God has said it, are you to
abide by it?" Well, is not that enough, that God has said it-that God
hath forbidden it? Had Eve stood there, and answered him," That is
enough," she had stood with her feet planted upon a Rock; but Satan
succeeded, and prevailed against her by entangling her into reasoning
upon it. And, oh! what solemn- " Becauses" follow hard on the
back of that. "Because thou hast done this" (v. 14); "Because
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife" (v. 17). There follows
the curse of God upon Satan and upon all his seed, which curse was
ratified by the Son of God in the days of His flesh (John viii. 44), and
will yet again be ratified and everlastingly confirmed, to the confusion
of all Unitarians, when He shall come in His glory, and all the holy
angels with Him (Matt. xxv. 41); and His curse also upon the earth
for man's sin.
But, oh! what a blessed " Because" is that which God addressed
to Abraham, the father of all them that do believe-when the patriarch's
faith in God triumphed over all that nature, reason, and the flesh in
him could urge against the Word of God spoken unto him! Oh,
what delightful reading has it been to God's saints of every generation
-" By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord; for because thou hast done
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed
as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the seashore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies" (which in
Gospel language is, "We are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us "): and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed;
because thou hast obeyed My voice" (Gen. xxii. 16-18).
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What a subject, what a study for an hour's quiet retired meditation
under an oak in leafy June, or under a tall elm in warm July, viz.,
the trial of Adam and Eve in Eden's garden, with the trial of Abraham's
faith in his three days' journey to the Mount of God in the land of
Moriah.
I conclnde with that precious and animating" Because" given by
Christ to the Church in Philadelphia-" Because thou hast kept
the word of My patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation which shall come upon all the world to try them that dwell upon
the earth" (Rev. iii. 10). And how shall these be able to keep the
word of His patience, but because they are themselves kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation; and by this Voice from
the Covenant that is between the Father and the Son, blessedly preserved and secured against that hour of temptation, which turns· aside
thousands to Demas's gold mine, and tens of thousands to unbelief,
Popery, and iufidelity.
Birkenhead.
G. A.

WORK OR REST 1
(PH IL. i. 23, 24.)

WHY should I wish to die 1
'Tis true the heavenward way is rough,
Thorns round my footsteps lie ;
But is not Christ's imparted grace enough 1
And shall I grudge the tear
Wrung forth by sorrow here,
When soon, how soon, His hand shall wipe it off 1
Why should I wish to die 1
Is there no work for me to do 1
Swiftly the hours pass byFor the great task my moments seem too few;
Then shall I wish them o'er
Since I can ne'er restore
One parted day, and bid it dawn anew 1
Why should I wish to die 1
This is my only time to prove
Faithful to One on high,
Lifting the cross to show Him how I love ;
For He will ne'er demand
Such evidence at my hand,
When I repose beneath His slnile above.

..,
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Why should I wish to die 1
Would I so soon from conflict flee 1
My thrice repeated cry
Still meets the word, "Is not My grace for thee 1
'Tis all to lay thee lowTo prove thee-make thee know
Thou art undone, unworthy, but for Me."
Why should I wish to die 1
True, death's a calm, untroubled thing;
But long I thus may lie,
Ere life revisit me like dew of springEre resurrection light
Break lustrous on my sight,
And Jesus bid my dust awake and sing.
Oh, it is not to shun
The thorns that hedge the heavenward way!
No wish my task were done,
That makes me long dove-like to flee away:No sickly sigh for rest
On earth's soft, silent breast,
That makes me watch for closing of the day.
But my heart's love is gone
To Him Whom yet I have not seen;
Whose glory I have known,
On Whose meek breast e'en now I humbly lean;
And I would see His face,
And, sinless, taste His grace,
\Vhere flesh and weaknesS come no more between.
His smile makes earth look dimThere's none that I desire beside;
And though 'tween me and Him
Dread dissolution rolls its sullen tide,
I long that stream to ford,
Which parts me from my Lord;
It cannot whelm me since my Saviour died.
Jesus! Immanuel!
'Before I see Thee as Thou art,
lily soul must brave the swell
Of waters that are chilling to the heart.
Yet, when I feel Thee nearWhen gleams of heaven appearHow can I help desiring to depart 1

A. R. C.-" lmmanue!'s Land."
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111 totff.'tant 15eacon.
THE FORGIVENESS·OF SINS-A MINISTERIAL DECLARATION.
By THE LATE DEAN LAW, M.A.

" Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remiued unto them,. and whose·
soever sins ye retain, they are retained."-J OHN xx. 23.
THE resurrection-day now merges towards its close. The timid disciples seek concealment in their upper chamber. Varied emotions
would doubtless agitate their breasts: prominent was fear lest Jewish
hate, which slew the Shepherd, might pursue the flock. Hence precaution closed the door.
Vain would be the effort to depict their thrill of joy when Jesus
Himself, piercing all barriers, stood in their midst: a spiritual body
knows not the clogs of flesh and blood. Thus He appears before their
startled eyes. His voice then calms their fluttered hearts: His benediction was, "Peace be unto you; " and His voice bestowed it. In
tender love He showed to their sight, and offered to their touch, sure
evidence that He who died now lived: "Then were the disciples glad
when they saw the Lord" (v. 20). Again the blessing, which He
purchased, and now gave, fell from His lips: "Peace be unto you."
He died, He rose, He ever lives, that His disciples may abound in peace.
Thus tranquillized, they receive light as to the office which they
must now discharge. As He was commissioned froni above, so too
were they: the same voice called Him and them to Gospel-work.
God only makes a Minister (v. 22). "And wben He had said this,
He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy
Ghost."
By symbol, the Spirit proceeding fr"m the Father and the Son, is
given to guide and help. Without His light and aid all ministerial
efforts are as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. To preach and
labour in the Spirit is alone success. Words follow bigh as the heavens
in grandeur, deep as ocean's caves in mystery: "Whosesoever sins
ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye
retain, they are retained."
Many comments here have gone astray, and many errors have found
birth. Let reverent caution calmly contemplate. Rashness strives
to wade through seas of difficulty: wisdom sits on the beach, content
to mark the ripple breaking on the shore.
. It is obvious that some mistakes are here refuted, and some grand
truths implied.
I. Priority of Peter. An apostate Church, as bold in arrogance as
it is false in creed, seats Peter on a pinnacle of eminence, and claims the
same rank for all who occupy the Petrine chair at Rome. On a previous
occasion this Apostle received the so-called power of the keys: hence
on the day of Pentecost he opeps the door to Jewish multitudes, and
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subsequently admits the Gentile Cornelius. But here the authority is
not limited to one: it is equally extended to all. No singula.r power
is conferred on Peter: no peculiar crown invests his head. Like
bonour is alike bestowed on all. Rome's hollow pretensions burst as
an inflated bubble; the foundation crumbles and the fabric falls.
Papal supremacy as an heir-loom from Peter is the shadow of a shade.
He wills no legacy who has nothing to bequeath.
II. Ministerial assumption. A monster-error has stalked forth
from this text. Simply to state it, is fully to refute: its hideous
features when seen scare from it. Literality has been strained to state
that ministerial office boasts the inherent privilege to remit or to retain
the sinner's guilt; that such authoritative acts are validly confirmed
in heaven; that absolution thus given or withheld, is release from
penalty or retention to perdition.
,
Can that be true interpretation which thus hurls God from His high
throne, and exalts a creature to His place 1 Can it be heaven's decree
that man should thus be sovereign judge, and sit on God's tribunal,
" showing himself that he is God" 1 (2 Thess. ii. 4). This is the very
mark of antichrist. For ever let the truth be held that God only can
forgive sin. To Him and His dear Son the sole prerogative belongs;
and woe to the hands which impiously would seize it! If such assump·
tion could be claimed, what need remains for ministerial toil, and
watchfulness, and ceaseless study, and agonizing prayer 1 At once
humility departs, and silly man is exalted to save and to condemn.
Did they whose ears first caught theEe words receive such thought 1
Did they boast of investiture with such prerogative 1 If so, wherefore
did they cast a veil over it 1 Wherefore did they not openly display
1't ~.

Let their acts be pondered: on no occasion do they put forth such
power. Instances abound in which, if possessed, it might aptly have
been shown. Behold Peter at Samaria. Simon evinced outrageous
sin; the Apostle's address to him is, " Repent, therefore, of this thy
wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may
be forgiven thee" (Acts viii. 22). Simon, in reply, supplicates no
human pardon, but wisely subjoins, " Pray ye to the Lord for me."
Paul bewails the unkind desertion of all friends. He deeply feels
this want of faithful love: he utterly forgives it. In the overflowings
of his warm heart, will he absolve 1 His conduct teaches that he
claimed not the privilege. He simply adds, "I pray God that it may
not be laid to their charge" (2 Tim. iv. 16). It cannot be too often
shouted, "To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses."
and to Him alone.
Ill. Ministerial privilege. But surely these words have grand
import: remission and retention must be in some sense given. And
given they are, in glorious meauing: a noble trust is placed in ministerial hands. Ministers are armed with weapons to subvert the reign
of Satan, and to diffuse salvation: the trust is the glorious Gospel of
the grace of God. "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel
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to every creature." Their work is to publish declarations; to tell of
God's e,ternal and never-changing grace in Christ; the dying love of
Jesus on the cross; the utter obliteration of all offence to those who
seek sbelter in His wounds; the free forgiveness of all who wash in
His blood; the full remission through His vicarious death; the cancelling of every debt through payment fo the Substitute; the endurance of the law's curse in proxy sufIerings. Thus the Gospel is an
entrusted proclamation.
Ministers are sent by God, even as Christ was, to call sinners to
accept this proffered mercy " Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye
to the waters; and he that hath no money, come buy and eat; yea
come, buy wine and milk without money and without price." "Look
unto 1\1e and be ye saved." "Come unto 1\1e, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." "This is a faithful saying,
and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners." "Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the
sins of the world." "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved." Such is the tenor of the ministerial cry: ·such some
notes of the Gospel-trumpet. All who hear, and believe, and hide
themselves in Christ, are pardoned, absolved, saved.
Bnt ministerial lips are enjoined not only to call and to allure, but
also to give faithful warning. " If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall
die in your sins." "He that believeth not shall be damned." "He
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on Him." "Neither is there salvation in any other; for
there is none other name under heaven, given among men, whereby ye
must be saved."
The proclamation loudly thunders that sins are retained to all who
reject this mercy, and "neglect so great salvation." "Behold, ye
despisers, and perish."· In this sense ambassadors for Christ remit
sins and retain: they are the instrumental means to cancel· guilt, or
to rivet the chains of everlasting woe. Thus they open and close
heaven: thus they admit and exclude. Thus" whosesoever sins they
remit, they are remitted; and whosesover sins they retain, they are
retained." This language, however strong, is no hyperbole. Is it
not similarly said, "Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine;
continne in them, for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and
them that hear thee" ? (1 Tim. iv. 16).
Current terms may sometimes have a tinge of inexactness. Shall
Scripture therefore not condescend to use them, that truth may come
down to man's infirmity? Instances of lax utterance abound. A
man is sinking in the billows; another directs him to a floating plank:
it is seized, and the man thus rescued exclaims, You have saved me :
,I owe my life to you. In rigid precision the instrument is not the
cause; but the loose terms convey no wrong idea. Thus, when floods
are rising, a secure sleeper roused from his peril and urged to seek a
neighbouring eminence, in gratitude acknowledges his warning friend
as his deliverer from death. He who calls inmates from a hurning house
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is not inaptly styled the preserver of their lives. He who directs to
means of safety is named as if he were its author.
IV. Ministerial power. If this grand privilege be claimed, feet
must tread in the appointed path. Apostolic trophies are only won
by apostolic weapons: to remit or bind, the Apostle's doctrine must
be preached. One theme pervades their teaching: there are no mists,
no haltings, no uncertainties. Christ shines as a very sunbeam through
each utterance: He is the centre round which all thoughts revolve.
The subject is as infinite as His deity: there is all variety, with no
diversity; there is constant newness with unvarying unity. The
testimony of Paul is clear: "We preach Christ crucified, unto the
Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto
them which ·are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of
God, and the wisdom of God" (1 Cor. i. 23, 24).
Thus apostolic ministers are unto God a sweet savour of Christ in
them that are saved, and in them that perish; to the one they are the
savour of life unto life, to the other of death unto death.
When Christ is lifted up He draws all men to Himself. The word
returns not void. Converts fly to Him as " doves to their windows:
they spring up as among the grass, as willows by the watercourses."
But when another Gospel is set forth which is not another, when
preachers utter Christless notions and man-made conceits, darkness
continues dark, hardness becomes harder, no hearts are softened, evil
is not eschewed, Satan's kingdom is not spoiled, his subjects multiply,
his prison fills. Such is the terrible and sure result. Vain is the lighthouse with its lamps unlit; a muffled trumpet calls not to battle;
a sign-post directs not, with its letters indistinct. If guides be blind,
the straight path will be lost. But let Christ be proclaimed clearly,·
fully, with no reserve, with loving hearts, with burning zeal, with
glowing unction, and with apostolic faithfulness; then" whosesoever
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosesoever sins ye
retain, they are retained."

THE DEVELOPMENTS OF POPERY.

THE religious perils of our times make it very important that accurate
and definite knowledge of the insidious errors which are unsettling
the minds of many, especially of the young, should be widely disseminated. For this reason we direct attention to a volume which has
just been published by Messrs. Oliphant, Anderson, & Ferrier (London
and Edinburgh), entitled, " The Developments of Roman Catholicism,"
from the pen of Mr. John Bain, M.A., Author of " The New Reformation." It is a most informing work, dealing in some twenty-four
chapters with the historical, theological, and moral aspects of the
leading tenets of the Papal Communion. The inspired Scriptures are
the touchstone by which this learned author tests each article of Rome's
modern creed. The treatise, as regards the spirit in which it is written,
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is above criticism-a total absence of bitterness and uncharity marking
every page. A clear setting of Gospel truth-the more effective
because put in sharp contrast with the deadly errors of Antichristmakes Mr. Bain's exposure of the "developments" of the "strong
delusion" of the" Man of Sin " an invincible weapon for the purposes
of both attack and defence. We cordially recommend this masterpiece of Christian controversy to the attention of our readers. It is
precisely" the" book for these" perilous times." The price, we should
add, is half·a-crown, the type is good, and a well-arranged index of
contents renders the volume doubly useful.

MULTUM IN P ARVO.
THE Bishop of Newcastle (Dr. Straton) has consented to preach at the
morning service at Belgrave Chapel, London, S.W. (Incumbent, the
Rev. H. J. R. Marston), on Sunday, July 12th.--The annual meeting
of the Scottish Women's Protestant Union was held in Edinburgh
recently, the Very Rev. Dr. Russell presiding. There was a large
attendance. The Chairman, in moving the adoption of the Secretary's
and the Treasurer's reports, said that it would be a hard battle to roll
back the wave that threatened to come upon them from Rome. The
priests who had spoken at the recent propagandist mission in Edinburgh
had shown them that they were not asleep. Scotland had not been
roused up sufficiently as to her position relative to the Church of
Rome. He thought the underground methods of that Church were
more to be dreaded perhaps than anything else. Miss Macfarlane
Park, of Glasgow, seconded the resolution, and made reference to the
laissez-faire policy adopted by many Protestants, notwithstanding the
influence of the Church of Rome against their faith. The Rev. Professor
H. R. Mackintosh moved a resolution that in view of the attempts
being made to subvert Protestantism they call upon the Churches to
give the matter serious attention with the object of safeguarding the
national Faith. He said that no one could be blind to the spirit of
aggression which had entered into the Romanism of that country.
They did not want Scotland to become like Spain, where the syirit of
lethargy and inertia, national and individual, had fallen upon the
people. This, he thought, was due to the influence of Rome. He took
it that from the fact that she claimed to be infallible she was irreformable. Dr. Hay Fleming seconded, and the resolution was carried.-The new Moderator of the General Assembly in Ireland, Dr. McIlveen, in
his recent opening address, stated regretfully that the census returns
showed that there were at least 60,000 Presbyterians in Ireland outside
the Church, and that 45,000 of these were in Belfast. The lapsed
masses are a real difficulty with all the Churches. It is to meet a like
trouble that the Church of Ireland in Belfast is making a supreme effort
to secure the services of ten or twelve additional clergymen in the
Northern Metropolis.
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PRAYER MEETINGS.

I WAS much struck the other evening at a prayer meeting by the
prayer of one of our brethren, which came home to my heart. When
he prayed he said, " 0 Lord, give me Mary's place."
" 'Oh that I could for ever sit
With Mary at the Master's feet;
Be this my happy choice:
My only care, delight, and bliss,
My joy, my heaven on earth, be this,
To hear the Bridegroom's voice.'''
He prayed that he might have Mary's part, and always sit at the feet
of Jesus. But, by-and-by, the good man's fervour increased, and in
his prayer he said, " No, my Master, I have not asked enough of Thee.
Mary's place is too low for me, if I may have a better one. Lift me up
higher, Lord; give me John's place."
" , Oh! that I might, with favoured John,
For ever lean my head upon
The bosom of my Lord.' "
As he pleaded for that higher degree of communion between his soul
and Christ, I thought, "Surely, now you have asked enough." But,
suddenly rising another flight on the wings of communion, like the
eagle taking its last soar into the skies, he said, "No, Lord, John's
place does not suffice me.' Thou hast lifted me from Thy feet to Thy
bosom, now lift from Thy bosom to Thy lips." Then, quoting the
words of the Spouse, "Let him kiss me with kisses of his mouth: for
Thy love is better than wine," he sweetly paraphrased it thus: "Let
the lip of my petitioning meet the lip of Thy benediction; let the lip
of my praise meet the lip of Thine acceptance; so shall the kiss of
love be consummated, and my joy be complete." Ay, and when we
also are favoured to go through these various stages with Christ; to
go from the foot to the bosom, and from the bosom to the lip; to go
from the mere learner, and to be a friend and companion; and then
to go higher still-to be lifted up, and to feel our fellowship with
Christ, by standing as high as He does, and our lips being on His lips;
it is there that the child of God almost insensibly receives strength, and,
like Elijah smitten by the angel, he rises up, and finds his meat baked
upon the coals, and eats thereof, and lives upon it for forty days. This
is indeed a most precious mode of feeding our souls. But, somehow
or other, God doth give meat unto His children, and will never leave
them to be famished.
THE LATE

C. H.

SPURGEON.

EpH. iii. 17.-How could Christ dwell in the human heart if He were
not Infinite and Omnipotent l-Anon.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.

By

THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.

THE Annual Sermon for the Society, in the Church of St. Stephen,
Coleman Street, by the Editor, was a discourse attended by much
gracious unction and power; a full report of it appears in another
part of the Magazine. The Vicar, the Rev. J. W. Pratt, conducted /
the first part of the service. In the large congregation that assembled
were the Treasurer and Secretary and several members of the Board,
and friends who had come from distant places to hear the Gospel they
love. A very satisfactory collection was taken.
At the elections, recently held at the Cannon Stre.et Hotel, thirty
aged pilgrims were appointed to the £10 10s. pension, and thirty to the
Homes, to enter as vacancies occur. Ten of the oldest pensioners
were also placed upon the highest pension without election. All
eligible candidates are now placed, in the first instance, upon the
Five Guinea Pension.
In the current number of the Quarterly Record there is an excellent
portrait of the late Rev. A. J. Baxter, of Eastbourne, with a biographical
sketch. Other illustrations and articles make up an interesting issue.
Copies will be sent upon application.
The inmates of the Brighton Home, together with the out-pensioners
in the town, have been recently entertained at tea at the Home. A
large number were present, and a meeting was afterwards held,
presided over by Mr. A. Hayles, the Treasurer. Mr. S. Combridge,
the Local Hon. Secretary, and other friends gave addresses. The
work at Brighton has been much blessed, and the Committee rejoice
that the interest of the Lord's people in the town and in the county
of Sussex in the Institution, is being deepened.
The new Annual Reports, with List of Subscribers, are now ready,
and will be sent to friends desiring to possess copies of the history
of the 101st year of the Society's work.
The principles of the Institution are drawn from the unerring
Word of God, for the plenary inspiration of the Holy Scriptures is
absolutely received by us as an integral part of the constitution of
the Society. Denominational distinctions do not weigh in the
reception of candidates; all nominees are received who manifest
that they "have passed from death unto life," or, to use the words of
our Rule, " who give scriptural testimony that they are of the household
of faith."
Pray often, for prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and
a scourge to Satan.-Bunyan.
As the infirmities of God's children do not cause the Lord to despise
them, no more should the infirmities we discern in them that fear God
cause us to despise them, or diminish that reverence and love that we
owe to them. Despise not one of Christ's little ones.-Hildersam.
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lIlaf'f'ing iSbentf'.
A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE visit of the King and Queen to the Court of Russia last month
was a significant event, and far-reaching international consequences
are looked for.
An Autumn Session of Parliament has been decided upon; and it
is expected that the adjournment of the Houses for the vacation will
take place towards the end of July or early in August. Government
legislation is unusually belated.
The chief ecclesiastical event of last month was the holding in London
of the" Pan-Anglican Congress." Upwards of 200 Bishops, from all
parts of the world, with numerous Delegates, attended the meetings,
which discussed numerous subjects, religious and social, affecting the
Episcopal churches at home and abroad. We go to press prior to the
holding of a special service in St. Paul's Cathedral, at which a large
sum of money is expected to be contributed as a "Thankoffering."
We own to lacking satisfaction with the proceedings of the Congress,
and we entertain misgivings as to the ultimate results.
A Parliamentary Paper has been issued, giving the number of deaths,
with death-rates per million of population, from cholera and small-pox
in British India in the years 1877 to 1906, and from plague in the years
1896 to 1906. Cholera is still one of the most deadly diseases in India,
carrying yearly to the grave several hundred thousand lives-in 1877,
624,000; in 1906, 690,519. Plague was most serious in 1904 aud 1905,
when it carried away over 1,800,000 people, the United Provinces,
Punjab, and Bombay suffering most. The Indian Financial Statement
for 1908-9 has also been issued, from which we learn some particulars
regarding the famine now prevailing. The sad visitation extends over
an area of about 118,OOO square miles in British India, and some 15,000
square miles in the States of Central India, and affects a population
of forty·nine millions. The visitation, terrible though it be, is said to
be less serious than the famines of 1897--8 and 1900-1.
The Lord's Day Observance Society has addressed the following
letter to the British exhibitors at the Franco-British exhibition, in
harmony with that to the Executive Committee already published:
"GENTLEMEN,-In March, 1900, my Committee wrote to British
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exhibitors at the Paris Exhibition of that year, expressing an earnest
desire that they would withhold their goods from exhibition and refrain
from employing labour or transacting business on the Lord's Day.
One of the chief agents assured our representative in March that' at
least 90 per cent, and probably even 98 per cent,' ofthe British exhibitors
would comply with our request. In October, towards the close of the
Exhibition, the same representative learned, on personal enquiry in
the Exhibition, that this estimate was fully justified. The good feeling
then manifested prompts the hope that the influence of British
exhibitors at Shepherd's Bush will be thrown strongly on the side of
those who hold that the Franco-British Exhibition should be entirely
closed on Sunday and a day of rest be accorded to all concerned. The
staff of the art and science departments, the attendants in the refreshment rooms, the bandsmen, and the various officials charged with the
arrangements for admission need rest as much as others responsible for
the business success of the Exhibition; and they are entitled to have
it, in accordance with God's commandment and British recognition of
it, on the Lord's Day. We trust, therefore, that you will use your
utmost influence against the pressure being brought to bear on the
Executive Committee in order to secure for the first time the Sunday
opening of an exhibition on British soil.-I am, gentlemen (for the
Committee), your obedient servaut, FREDERIC PEAKE, M.A., LL.D.,
Secretary."
The Church Pastoral-Aid Society reported at its annual meeting
that 727 parishes had been aided during the year, an increase of twenty;
while 762 curates, 172 lay agents, and 139 women workers are maintained. The increased income was £74,456, with an expenditure of
£65,317.
Under the chairmanship of the Lord Mayor, the ninetieth annual
meeting of the British and Foreign Sailors' Society was recently held
at the Mansion House. The Duchess of Albany was present. Count
Bentinck, proposing the adoption of the report, said the Queen of the
Netherlands had permitted them to name the steam launch, just
handed over to them at Rotterdam, after her, and it would be called
the Wilhelmina. On an average, he said, 2,000 seamen visited their
reading room yearly, and Bibles and other literature had been distributed in twenty-eight languages.

The inventory of the estate of the late Lord Overtoun ha. just been
lodged with the Commissary Clerk of Dumbarton showing that the
deceased peer's personal estate amounted to £690,530, and heritable
estate £58,700, a total of £749,230.

