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QJ1JitoriaI jJl.ote.
TO THE READERS OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
My DEAR FELLOW-BELIEVERS IN CHRIST JESUS,
Our loving faithful Heavenly FATHER has indeed dealt
very forbearingly with me during the past month, and I have
now returned to my home at Clifton, decidedly the better for
my prolonged stay at the seaside.

I have also been divinely

enabled to take a small part in the Services at Mary-le-port;
Church on two LORD'S Days.
for these Divine indulgencies.

Let us return grateful thanks
Our Heavenly FATHER by

these tokens of His merciful Providence leads me to hope that
He may yet have some small share for me to fLl1fil in the
sacred work of His Gospel. If so, the continued prayers of
His dear people are solicited.
My labours in the future will necessarily be circumscribed,
and the Divine direction must be diligently sought. Particularly must this be the case in regard to my calling together
the CLIFTON CONFERENCE for October next.

The mind of the

LORD as to any action on my part must be our guide.
With sincere love and gratitude for all the affectionate
expressions of sympathy I have received from praying readers
during my illness,
I am, your loving brother in Gospel ties,
JAMES ORMISTON.
CL1FTON,

June 20th, 1910.
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OIL, WORDS OP' SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COUFORT.
~l

Who eomforteth us in all our t.ribula.tion, tha.t we may be a.ble to comfort them which are ill any
trouble. by the comfort wherewith we ourselves a.re comforted of 000."-2 COlt. i. -4..

"ANOTHER COMFORTER."
" And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Corn/orte-r,
that He may abide with you tor ever."-JoHN xiv. 16.

WRITING at a time of great national sorrow, how blessed it is to be
reminded of a COMFORTER Who abides with GOD'S people for ever.
The sudden and unexpected death of our most gracious SOVEREIGN
KING EDWARD the SEVENTH has plunged the nation and the whole
Empire into mourning. Following very closely upon this great
loss, came the news of the terrible mining disaster at Whitehaven,
by which 136 men and boys lost their lives. If we add to these
trials the lesser trials that are continually coming to us, how
forcibly are we reminded of the words of the patriarch JOB:
"Man is born unto trouble as the sparks fly upward" (Job v. 7).
GOD, the HOLY GHOST, however, is the abiding COMFORTER of
the people of GOD in all their wilderness experience.
" Our blest REDEEMER, ere He breathed
His tender, last farewell,
A Guide, a Comforter, bequeathed,
With us to dwelL"
The word for " COMFORTER" occurs only five times in the New
Testament, and is used only by the Apostle JOHN. Four times it
is translated" COMFORTER"; and is applied to the HOLY GHOST
(John xiv. 16, 26; xv. 26; xvi. 7). Once the word is translated
" ADVOCATE," and is applied to the LORD JESUS CHRIST (1 John
ii. 1).
The word literally means " one called to one's side to aid or to
help." Hence it is used of an advocate in a court of justice. It is
applied to CHRIST WHO pleads the cause of HIS people in heaven.
In the widest sense, the word means " a helper"; and in this sense
it is used of the HOLY GHOST, WHO is the divine HELPER of GOD'S
people in all their varied necessities. Now, all help brings comfort;
and hence our translators adopted the precious word" COMFORTER,"
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as descriptive of the office of GOD the HOLY GHOST in relation to
His people.
The disciples, to whom the promise of " Another COMFORTER"
was - given, were filled with sorrow at the prospect of the
departure of their LORD and MASTER. He had, Himself, been
their COMFORTER during His -earthly ministry, but now He was
going to leave them, and to cheer their hearts, He said: "Let
not your heart be troubled. . . . I will pray the FATHER, and He
shall give you (lnother Comforter, that He may abide with you for
ever."

.

Thus two CoMFORTERS are suggested. What CHRIST had been
to His people while He was with them on earth, that, and more,
would the HOLY GHOST be to them after His departure.
Consider, then, dear fellow-believers, how the HOLY GHOST is
the COMFORTER of GOD'S people.
First, He wrltforts them by His presence. The disciples were
comforted by the bodily presence of CHRIST; but He could only
be present in body at one place at a time, "it being against the
truth of CHRIST'S natural Body to be at one time in more places
than one."
The HOLY GHOST, however, is present everywhere with His people,
and He is always present with all the people of GOD. " He
dwelleth with you and shall be in you." He was given, "that He
may abide with you for ever." Whatever your circumstances may
be, dear children of GOD, and wherever your lot may be cast, the
LORD is ever with you by His SPIRIT. You may be deprived of
human comforters, but you cannot be deprived of " the COMFORTER
which is the HOLY GHOST." Through Him the LORD JESUS fulfils
His promise: "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world." Indwelt by His presence, the promise of the FATHER is
fulfilled: "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we
may boldly say, The LORD is my Helper, and I will not fear what
man shall do unto me."
Secondly, He comforts GOD'S people by His powe·r. The LORD
JESUS Himself must often have brought comfort to His people
by His frequent exhibitions of power. When He by His power
" rebuked the wind," and" there was a great calm," the disciples
would not only be filled with awe at the majesty of His power; but
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they would also be filled with comfort because of their deliverance
from danger. His healing power" in the house of Simon and
Andrew," and His resurrection power at the grave of Lazarus,
brought comfort to His anxious and mourning disciples. So the
HOLY GHOST comforts GOD'S people by frequent manifestations of
His power on their behalf. He is thus their" very present help in
trouble." By His power they are sustained in trial. By His
power they overcome in time of temptation. By His power they
are" strong in the LORD," that they" may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil." In so far as they "mortify the deeds
of the body," they do it through His power. "If ye through
the SPIRIT do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live" (Rom.
viii. 13).
It is true they often have to mourn over failure to resist the
temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil; but in so far as
they are victorious, it is by His indwelling power. Hence, the
APOSTLE says, "Walk in the SPIRIT, and ye shall not fulfil the lust
of the flesh" (Gal. v. 16).
" And every
And every
And every
Are His,

virtue we possess,
victory won,
thought of holiness,
alone! "

It is-also by the power of the HOLY GHOST that the LORD'S
people are equipped for service. Before the ApOSTLES were to
preach" repentance and remission of sins," they were to tarry in
Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high";
and the LORD JESUS said to them, "Ye shall receive power after
that the HOLY GHOST is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses
unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all J udrea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts i. 8).
Thus the ApOSTLES preached in the power of the HOLY GHOST.
Their Gospel came not" in word only, but also in power and in the
HOLY GHOST."
Now, every experience of the power of the HOLY GHOST, whether
in trial, temptation, or service, is a comfort to the child of GOD;
and it is ever a comfort to have the assurance, "As thy days, so
shall thy strength be."
Thirdly, the HOLY GHOST comforts GOD'S people by His teaching.
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The LORD JESUS comforted His people by His teaching when He
was on earth. "When they were alone He expounded all things
to His disciples" (Mark iv. 34). The more they grasped His
teachings, and increased in the knowledge of heavenly things, the
more were they cheered and comforted. I Doubtless they could in
some measure say with JEREMIAH: "Thy words were found, and
I did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing
of mine heart" (Jer. xv. 16). The LORD JESUS opened to them
the Scriptures, and He "opened their understanding, that they
might understand the Scriptures."
The HOLY GHOST is "ANOTHER COMFORTER" Who comforts
GOD'S people by His teaching. "The COMFORTER, which is the
HOLY GHOST, Whom the FATHER will send in My name, He shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you." "He will guide you into
all truth." "He will show you things to come." "He shall
glorify Me: for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto
you" (John xiv. 26; xvi. 13, 14).
Lastly, the HOLY GHOST corn/orts GOD'S people by His intercession.
The LORD JESUS interceded for them when He was on earth. "I
pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which Thou
hast given Me; for they are Thine." "HOLY FATHER, keep
through Thine Own Name those whom Thou hast given Me"
(John xvii. 9, 11). He still intercedes for them in heaven; and
what a comfort this is to our hearts !
But" ANOTHER COMFORTER" dwelling within our hearts also
intercedes. "Likewise the SPIRIT also helpeth our infirmities;
for we know not what we should pray for as we ought; but the
SPIRIT itself rnaketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered. And He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is
the mind of the SPIRIT, because He rnaketh intercession for the saints
according to the \vill of GOD" (Rom. viii. 26, 27). Thus the HOLY
SPIRIT helps our infirmities in prayer, indites our groanings, and
enables us to offer prayers which are according to the will of GOD.
"This is the great consolation and support of believers. They
know not either what is best for themselves, or agreeable to the will
of GOD; but the HOLY SPIRIT dictates those petitions, and excites
those desires which are consistent with the divine purposes, and
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which are directed towards blessings the best suited to our wants.
Such prayers are always answered. 'And this is the confidence
that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to His
will, He heareth us ' " (Hodge).
There are other departments of the SPIRIT'S work by which He
comforts the people of ~OD. Let it suffice us, however, now to
realize that He is " ANOTHER COMFORTER," Who comforts all the
people of GOD by His presence, His power, His teaching, and His
intercession. The promised gift of " ANOTHER COMFORTER" has
been bestowed by our ascended and glorified LORD. Let us daily
seek for fresh experiences of His presence, power, teaching, and
intercession.
"Descend from heaven, Celestial Dove,
With flames of pure seraphic love
Our ravished breasts inspire.
o Fount of joy, blessed Paraclete,
Warm our cold hearts with heavenly heat,
And set our souls on fire."
Bath.
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
QUEEN ELIZABETH'S LAST PARLIAMENT.
" THE Queen had come down to the House in an open chariot, with a
sort of canopy over her head of a cloth of silver. Before opening
Parliament she had listened to a senTIon in Westminster Abbev, whither
she was attended by the Bishops and Peers in their 'Parliament
Robes;' so prepared she entered the House, where Mr. Speaker
addressed to her a speech, in which he uttered' a vehement invective
against the tyranny of the King of Spain, the Pope's ambition, and
the rebels in Ireland, who' said he, 'are like a snake cutin pieces,
which do crawl and creep to join themselves together again.'
" He then expressed his hopes for the continuance' of the prosperous
state and peace of the land which,' said he, 'hath been defended by
the mighty arm of our dread and sacred Queen.' Her majesty here
interrupted him, saying, ' No; but by the mighty hand of God, Mr.
Speaker.'
" A word spoken in season, how good it is! One cannot reflect without
pleasure on the impressiou which such an interruption, at such a
moment, from such lips, to such a personage (Sir Francis Bacon),
must have made on the minds of the assembled aristocracy and representatives of the people on a great state occasion.
"So direct and hearty a recognition of the hand of God in human
affairs must have been attended with profit."-From an old GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.

,
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ACCESS.

" For thrOt/{fh Him we both lUJ,,/)e access by one Spirit unto the Father."
EPHES. ii. 18.
WHAT a blessed privilege is here spoken of! We, the Lord's
redeemed and believing people, whether Jews or Gentiles, have
access through the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit, unto the
Father. Access to God our Father is the leading thought in the
passage. Let us, in dependence upon the guidance and teaching
of the Spirit, meditate upon this precious privilege.
First, notice that access to God is through our Lord Jesus Christ.
" I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto
the Father, but by Me," are the Lord's own words. He is the way
to God for pardon, peace, and for every spiritual blessing now;
and He is the way to the Father's house hereafter. By nature we
are far off from God, having no hope and without God in the world.
" But now, in Christ Jesus, ye, who sometimes were far off, are
made nigh by the blood of Christ."
" By nature and by practice farHow very far from God!
Yet now by grace brought nigh to Him,
Through faith in Jesu's blood."
"We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." We
were reconciled to God by the death of His Son." We thus owe
this great privilege of access to the atoning blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Being reconciled to God through His death, we have the privilege
of access.
Access to God is not mere liberty of approach. We are not to
suppose that Christ merely opened the way to God, and then left
it a matter of doubt whether any would use the way or not:
The word for" access" may be translated" introduction." This
implies that Christ Himself arranges for the approach of His people
to the Father. He conducts His people to God. The Greek verb,
from which the word for access is derived, means" to bring," and
it is used of Christ in 1 Peter iii. 18-" Christ also hath once suffered
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for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God."
Thus Christ not only suffered in the stead of His people on the
cross, but He seeks for them, takes them by the hand, and introduces them to the Father. We may imagine that when He does so,
He, in effect, says, " These are the sheep whom Thou didst give Me.
They had wandered away and sinned against Thee. But I have
borne the penalty of their sins. I have put away their sins by the
sacrifice of Myself, and now I lYring them to Thee-I introduce them
-that so Thou mayst welcome them into Thy redeemed family."
Then the Father, in effect, says: "Bring forth the best robe and
put it on them, for these My sons were dead, and are alive again;
they were lost, and are found."
Oh, how blessed if we have been thus introduced to the Father,
and welcomed into His family.
We are taught next that access to God is by the Spirit.
"By or in one Spirit unto the Father." The Lord Jesus works
in the hearts of His people through His Spirit. By nature they
are " dead in trespasses and sins."
While in this condition they have neither the inclination nor the
power to draw near to God. It is the office of the Spirit to quicken
them, to convict them of their sins and of their need, and to testify
of Christ's atoning death to their souls. Then, being animated,
indwelt, and influenced by the Spirit, they approach the Father
through the Son. It is by the" One Spirit" that both believing
Jews and believing Gentiles have access to God.
"To God the Spirit's name
Immortal worship give,
Whose new-creating power
Makes the dead sinner live;
His work completes the great design,
And fills the soul with joy divine."
Well may the believer exclaim in regard to His salvation, "Glory
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost." We are
further taught that access to God is access to Him as Father. "We
both have access ... unto the Father." The fatherhood of God
in relation to His people occupies a prominent place in this Epistle.
We read of "God our Father" (i. 3). He has "predestinated
us to the adffption of children" (i. 5).~
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He is " The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of Whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named" (iii. 14, 15). And the Lord's
people are exhorted to be " followers of God as dear children" (v. 1).
It is then to your Father, dear fellow-believers, that you have
access. He, through whom you have access, said, "I ascend unto
My Father and your Fathe-r "; and He, by Whom you have access,
is " the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." The
Spirit, under Whose influence you approach God, assures you that
God is your Father. " Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father"
(Gal. iv. 6).
Welcomed by the Father, you are assured that you are numbered
amongst His" dear children"; and that, therefore, He will protect
and care for you at all times. This thought gives courage and
confidence in all subsequent approaches to our God.
Notice, further, that access to God is the present and continumts
privilege of all believers. We have access. It is a present privilege.
We had access on the first occasion of our introduction to the
Father, and we have it still. Our great High Priest ever liveth to
introduce us, and the Spirit ever abideth in our hearts to enable us
to draw near, and to offer _the spiritual sacrifices of prayer and
praise which are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Moreover, all believers, of whatever nation or class, high or low, rich or
poor, have equal, direct, and immediate access. An earthly
monarch can only give audiences to a few of his subj ects. j He has
neither the time nor the strength to be accessible to all. The
King of kings is always accessible to all His people, and they
are all equally welcome to His throne.
" Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh; and
having an high Priest over the house of God; let us draw near."
"For through Him we . . . have access by one Spirit unto the
Father" (see Heb. x. 19, 20).
Lastly, observe, that access to God is a privilege which we may
use for all purposes.

There is no conceivable need which we may not bring to the
notice of our God and Father. We may repair to Him for all
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purposes. "In every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God," is the apostolic
injunction.
We have access to God for fresh experiences of His mercy, for
fresh supplies of His grace, for guidance in perplexity, and for
comfort in tribulation.
Let us, then, dear children of God, value and use in larger
measure this great and unspeakable privilege of access to our God
and Father.
"My soul, ask what thou wilt,
Thou canst not be too bold;
Since His own blood for thee He spilt,
What else can He withhold ~
" Beyond thy utmost wants
ilis love and power can bless;
To praying sonls He always grants
More than they can express."
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
Balk
"NOT FORGOTTEN." ISAIAH xliv. 2l.
NOT forgotten. Precious word!
Spoken by the King
For thy comfort, lonely one,
Wom with suffering.
Not forgotten. On ilis hands,
Strong and kind and fair,
Yea, and on ilis loving heart,
He thy name doth bear.
Not forgotten. He, Whose eye
Everything doth see,
Looks with tender, pitying love
Evermore on thee.
Not forgotten. He, Who hears
Angels' anthems choice,
Listens to the faintest sound
Of thy feeble voice.
Not forgotten. He, Whose feet
Shine like "burnished brass,"
Stands unseen beside thy bed,
While the slow hours pass.
Not forgotten, lonely one,
Shut in sick-room dim;
God, thy Saviour, thinks of Thee:
Oh, think_thou of ilim!

ISA.
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llJilgrim 111ll1lus.
WELLSPRINGS.

"Let brotherly love continue."-HEB. xiii. I.
IT was our privilege last month to write upon the subject of brotherly
love, under the text, "Be kindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love, in honour preferring one another," and, the Lord
enabling us, we continue the consideration of the subject. It is indeed
a large one. All the other graces of the Holy Spirit are outweighed
and swallowed up by that of love. "And now abideth faith, hope,
charity; but the greatest of these is charity," or love. It cannot
be otherwise. Love is the centre and life of all true religion, and it
rests upon and remains in and with the members of that mystical
Body because of Him who is Love, the very essence and embodiment
of love. And, realizing a little-alas! so little in our finite state-of
this, shall we not heed the words of our Divine Lord and Master, " This
is My commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you."
It is heaven begun upon earth, and well-pleasing in His sight, for by
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit He draws attention to it: "Behold
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! "
Mark, He does not put impossibilities before His people. It is brethren
alone that are enjoined and counselled to dwell together in union
of heart, and love, and purpose, and upon whom alone the Lord commands His blessing.
And when" they that feared the Lord spake often one to another,"
it is said, "the Lord hearkened and heard;" and when He thus draws
near, it is to show His royal pleasure and approval. And His children
then prove, as did those two dear disciples on the· road to Emmaus,
how Jesus Hirnself draws near and goes with thern. I have said it is
heaven begun on earth, for have you thought, dear reader, that love
is the grace that alone will outlive all the others and enter heaven with
the saints? Faith is a sweet pilgrim grace. She" abideth " with her
travellers all the way to Zion-sometimes low, sometimes bright,
sometimes flickering to well-nigh-the poor tempest-tossed one thinksexpiring point; but again she revives and is strong, and on she travels
to the very gates of the Celestial City. There, however, she must
leave the saints, as within the gates open vision is their portion, and
faith is lost in sight.
Hope also journeys with her pilgrims; keeps their hearts much
encouraged by the thought of their sheet-anchor within the veil; but
Hope must also part company with Zion's sons and daughters when
they enter upon their glorious inheritance and no longer need to hope,
but know even as inow they are also known. Love, on the contrary,
enters with the saints; she lives eternally in her own native air. Love
is of God, and many waters cannot quench love, whose celestial birth is
-of Him Who declares,:" I.have loved thee with an everlasting love." And

396

The Gospel Magazine

that love knows neither period nor end. Should we not endeavour to
cultivate this rich grace 1 Call it into daily exercise, and seek its fragrant
diffusion among the plants of His garden which the Lord hath blessed?
Yes; "let brotherly love. continue." Let us nourish it, cherish it,
further it; let us look for the Christ and the love of Christ in others;
in honour let us prefer one another, and we shall see, in thus desiring
to "esteem others better than ourselves," that the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the power of the Holy Ghost.
"How sweet to think that all who love
The Saviour's precious name,
Who look by faith to Him above,
And own His gentle claim,
Though 'severed wide by land or sea,
Are members of one family.
" Our Father" is the hallowed sound
They breathe from day to day.
Trained by His love, their steps are found
In the same heavenward way;
Their joys are one, alike their fears,
The same bright hope their exile cheers."
Last month we looked into the history of two of the Apostle Paul's
friends and companions-Ananias and Barnabas. In the Acts of the
Apostles we find Cornelius, a devout centnrion of the Italian band,
waiting, in loving and sanctified ministry, upon Peter, all barriers
of race and creed broken down, and just a servant, prepared and ready
to do the Lord's bidding, and to receive the preaching of the Apostle
Peter after-by the vision of the great sheet let down from heaven to
earth-he had been taught that" God is no respecter of persons."
}, Again, what brotherly love flowed from the Apostle Paul's heart
to that of Epaphroditus, of whom he writes, "My brother and companion in labour, and fellow-soldier, but your messenger, and he that
ministered unto my wants." And he tells of his sickness" nigh unto
death," and how" God had mercy on him, and not on him only, but
on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow" (Phil. ii. 27). This
brother beloved was the honoured messenger to the aged Paul,
when he lay" an ambassador in bonds" in the Roman prison. His
devoted ministry was surely noted by Him Who says, in loving union
with His members, "Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least of
these My brethren, ye did it unto Me;" "I was in prison, and ye
visited Me." Thus Paul found his necessities ministered unto, "having
received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an
odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God."
No wonder that the Apostle sorrowed over his beloved friend's illness,
and that he begs the Philippian brethren to " receive him, therefore, in
the Lord with all gladness and hold such in reputation; becanse for
the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life, to
snpply your lack of service toward me."
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How true it is that if one member suffer, all suffer-with it. What a
blessed unity of purpose, of love and of sympathy should there be in
that Body, of whom Christ is the Living Head!

,

" How sweet, how heavenly is the sight,
When those that love the Lord,
In one another's peace delight,
And so fulfil His Word.
" When each can feel his brother's sigh,
And with him bear a part;
When sorrow flows from eye to eye,
And joy from heart to heart.
" When love in one delightful stream
Through every bosom flows;
When union sweet and dear esteem
In every action shows! "

-

How carefully did the Apostle Paul guard the" youth" of Timothy,
his own son in the faith; and how lovingly did he commend him and
exhort him, " Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example
of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith,
in purity." And again, "Thou therefore, my son, be strong in
the grace that is in Christ Jesus." How readily the same Apostle
commends another dear fellow·labourer, "Epaphras, our dear fellowservant, who is for you (at Colosse) a faithful minister of Christ;"
and he speaks of him again as " always labouring fervently for you
(the Colossians) in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete
in all the will of God." And again what unbounded love did that dear
"prisoner of the Lord" evince for Onesimus, the runaway slave of
Philemon, who, fleeing to Rome, was by Divine Providence watched
over and led to hear the beloved Paul in prison, who was the instrument
in God's hands of his conversion. His true contrition for sin and
subsequent godly life endeared him much and tenderly to the heart
of his spiritual father, who commends him to his injured master" not
now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially
to me, but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh and in the
Lord?" There are many more names we might mention. They are
in the Book of Life, and well-known there. Let us gather them all up in
the words of Paul to his Thessalonian brethren, and exhort one another
to love as children of one Father, members of one Family, for" love
is of God" : "But as touching brotherly love, ye need not that I
write unto you; for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.
And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren . . . but we beseech you,
brethren, that ye increase more and more." Surely it ought to be
that the love of Christ should constrain us, and the more we realize
the Divine Love in Christ, our Living Head, the more we shall love
the members of His mystical Body.
_ The writer is the happy possessor of a very rare book, which gives
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the most delightful account of some of Scotland's worthies of a century
and more ago, both in the ministry and among the laity. An instance
or two, as bearing upon our subject, may not be out of place here, showing the tenderness with which they dealt with one another's failings,
the loving way in which they bore with the weak, sympathized with
the feeble, forgave the erring, and walked in the spirit of love and
the bond of peace. An account is given of two ministers, each
wondrously gifted and well-equipped for the miuistry to which they had
been appointed. "His" (Mr. Fraser's) " preaching, at least during a
great part of his ministry, was mainly directed to the awakening and
conversion of sinners, and was not so consoling to the Lord's people
as that of some of the other fathers. He did preach Cluist crucified,
and spake comfort to the broken-hearted, but this was not the peculiarity
of his preaching. But the preponderance of the other element was of
God, and He greatly blessed his preaching by fulfilling the end to which
it was mainly directed. I Many were awakened under his ministry,
but some of them went elsewhere to get healing for their wounds.
Each Sabbath not a few o£ his people were accustomed to go to Kilmuir
to hear the famous Mr. Porteous. So many were at last in the habit
of going, that the congregation at Kilmuir began to complain of the
over-crowded state of the church; and though willing to bear some
inconvenience for the sake of those who could not find the Gospel at
home, they had no patience for the fugitives from Alness. His session
at last spoke to M:r. Porteous about it, and begged of him to confer
with Mr. Fraser, 'for the people who come from Alness,' they said,
, tell us that their minister preaches, almost exclusively, the law; that
they who seek the bread of life must starve under his ministry, and
are compelled to come hither for food and for healing.' Meeting
Mr. Fraser soon after, at a funeral, M:r. Porteous said to him, ' It gives
me, my dear brother, grief of heart to see some of your people in the
church of Kilmuir eVfry Sabbath. My elders tell me that those who
come to us complain of your preaching almost entirely to the unconverted, and that the" poor in spirit" can get no food for their souls.
Now, my dear brother, if the Lord gives it to you, I pray you not to
withhold their portion from the people of the Lord, which you can
dispense to them as I never could.' 'My dear brother,' was Mr.
Fraser's striking reply, 'when my Master sent me forth to my work,
He gave me a quiver full of arrows, and He ordered me to cast these
arrows at the hearts of His enemies till the quiver was empty. I have
heen endeavouring to do so, but the quiver is not empty yet. When
the Lord sent you forth, He gave you a cruse of oil, and His orders to
you were to pour the oil on the wounds of broken -hearted sinners till
the cruse was empty. Your cruse is no more empty than is my quiver.
Let us both continue to act on our respective orders, and as the blessing
from on high shall rest on my labours, I will be sending my hearers
with wounded hearts to Kilmuir, and you will be sending them back
to Alness rejoicing in the Lord.' Quite overcome with this beautiful
reply, M:r. Porteous said, ' Be it so, my beloved brother;' and after a
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warmer embrace than they had ever exchanged before, they parted."
Surely this was a rare exhibition of self-denial and brotherly love.
Such was the example of these godly ministers that it had a wholesome influence upon their hearers. They loved one another, and,
watch as their enemies did, calling them bigots and fanatics, they could
but seldom find anything to record against them. "Sometimes,"
says the narrator, "differences would arise, but they were felt by them
all as a family affliction would be felt. In such cases a peacemaker
would always be found. Sometimes his task would be made an easy
one. One of them, hearing of a quarrel between two of his brethren,
set off at once to make the peace. Meeting one of the offenders, he
asked, 'Is it true that you and James have quarrelled?' 'Oh! yes;
alas! it is quite true,' was the reply; 'but James is not to be blamedthe fault is all mine.' 'If I find J ames,' he remarked, 'in the same
state of mind, I expect very soon to see you at one again.' On reaching
the other, he said, 'I am sorry to hear that you have quarrelled with
John.' 'Oh, yes,' he replied, 'but it was my hasty temper that did
all the mischief.' 'Come with me, then,' the peacemaker said, 'and
confess your fault to your brother.' He at once agreed to accompany
him; and no sooner did the separated brethren meet than they
embraced each other, mutually forgave and were forgiven, and continued ever after' in the bond of peace.' "
We quote one more instance which enjoins tender love and watchfulness over the lambs of Jesus' fold. As the beloved "G. C." used
so tenderly to exhort, " Be careful never to nip the young bud of grace."
" As the minister of lGllearnan was preaching upon the character of
'The Good Shepherd,' he observed a boy just entering his teens
standing in the aisle, his eyes fixed upon the preacher, and an expression
of earnestness, and at last delight, on his face. The eldel', when he
went to clear the passage for the communicants for the after-service,
was about to remove the boy, when the minister spoke. • Leave him,
Simon,' he said, 'that may be one of the Good Shepherd's lambs.'
The elder was in such a softened, loving mood, that, in the presence
of all the congregation, he threw his arms around the child and gently
placed him on a seat. That interesting boy gave the brightest evidence
.afterwards of his being truly' a lamb of the flock.' He had given his
heart that day to the Lord, was carried in the arms of the Good Shepherd
very swiftly over the wilderness way, and ,vithin a year was added
to the flock that is led by , the Lamb' to the fountains of living waters
.above."
Dear reader, we have somewhat digressed from our usual form,
but the subject grows and impels one! This article, written with
much prayer, may be owned of Him, Who, having loved His own which
were in the world, loves them unto the end-utterly-and Whose
love, in howsoever faint an image, moves the heart of His loved, transformed ones to "love one another," to comfort the feeble-mindedthat is, the faint-hearted ones, the little-souled ones-; to" support
the weak "-seek to hold them up when ready to faint, come alongside
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them, just as a vessel does to another when in jeopardy or distress;
to "be patient toward all men," remembering the patience exercised
to us by the God of Patience; and thus seek to bear one another's
burdens and so fulfil the law-that perfect law of love-of Christ.
May the love of Christ constrain us !
R.
THE PORTRAIT.-THE REV. WILLIAM EDMONDSON.
THE REV. WILLIAM EDMONDSON, whose portrait we have the pleasure
of giving with this number to our readers, has been well known for
many years to the lovers of Protestant truth and spiritual religion in
South Lancashire. He has borne a faithful and consistent testimony
to the doctrines of distinguishing grace, and laboured zealously and
devotedly, in season and out of season, to bring all whom he could
influence to the knowledge of themselves, their sin, their guilt, their
need, and to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, Whom the Father
has exalted "to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto
Israel and remission of sins." Some two and a half years ago he was
obliged by severe nervous and heart weakness to give up the work he
loved so well and to retire to Southport.
He was born near Wray, a little village in the hill country on the
borders of Lancashire and Yorkshire, where, in his boyhood, he had
to walk to school some two miles and a half over the Fells. He
received his training for the ministry at St. Aidan's College, Birkenhead,
of which the Rev. Dr. Saumerez Smith was then Principal. Dr.
Smith afterwards became Bishop of Sydney. He was ordained by
that godly prelate, who, with Waldegrave of Carlisle and Baring of
Durham, was one of three bishops for whom all who love the true
evangel have reason to thank God; I refer to Bishop Pelham, of
Norwich. This important event took place in the Cathedral of that
city in the year 1881. He became curate to the Rev. William
Haughton, Vicar of Barton Turf and Rector of Irstead, in the County
and Diocese of Norwich. Here he found a congenial sphere of work,
work which, because of the feeble health of his Vicar, devolved more and
more upon him; but at the end of two years the former died, and MR.
EDMONDSON was left in sole charge for the following five months. He
had a strong desire to get to a more populous parish, where there would
be greater opportunities of usefulness. Just then the Rev. A. A. Nunn,
Vicar of St. Peter's, Parr, St. Helen's, was looking out for a curate.
MR. EDMONDSON'S name was brought before Archdeacon John
Bardsley, afterwards Bishop of Carlisle, by whom he was recommended
to Mr. Nunn. The curacy was offered to, and accepted by, him, and thus
his removal from Norfolk to Lancashire was brought about. The
parish he then entered was a great contrast to that from which he came.
Its inhabitants consisted largely of colliers and their families. Their
blunt and rough Lancashire ways might have offended some; but,
with God's blessing, MR. EmIONDsoN found a place in the hearts of
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many of his hearers and faithfully distributed the Bread of Life
amongst them. He continued with Mr. Nunn for almost five years,_
when his bishop, the late Rev. Dr. Ryle, of Liverpool, appointed him
to take sole charge of the parish of Farnworth. He had been there
less than year and a half when Mr. Nunn, his previous Vicar, died;
and the Vicar of St. Helen's, the patron, offered him the living. H&
was thus led back to his former parish, where he went abou:- preaching:
and teaching the Gospel he had found so precious to .his own soul,.
and which the Holy Spirit made very precious to other souls through
his ministry. For eighteen years it was his privilege to be thus engaged, until sickness, as stated above, laid him aside about the end of
the year 1907.

a

T. D.

,

We append the following admirable and faithful exposition of
Scripture by the subject of this Memoir, feeling sure our readers will
greatly value it.
OUR DANGERS AND OUR SAFEGUARD.
AN EXPOSITION OF 2 TIMOTHY iii. 13, iv. 4, BY THE REV. WILLIAM
EDMONDSON, VICAR OF PARR, ST. HELEN'S, AT THE EVANGELICAL
PROTESTANT UNION CONFERENCE, HELD IN MANCHESTER, OCT.
14TH AND 15TH, 1896.
A DETAILED exposition of this lengthy passage in the time at my
disposal is out of the question. I read all the verses because they are
a connected whole, and set before us our dangers, our safeguard, and
our responsibility. To some of the more salient points and the above
lessons which I think the passage suggests, I purpose to confine myself..
May the Holy Spirit be with us !
The solemn circumstances under which the Epistle was written, and
the position this passage occupies, claim a passing notice. It was St.
Paul's last letter. He was about to seal his testimony with his blood.
"The time of his departure was at hand." But before this brave
soldier of Christ enters into rest he, with characteristic zeal, warns his
spiritual son Timothy of the evil days and" perilous times" that were
coming as the result of false teachers and "seducers" which were
already in the Church. "In the last days perilous times shall come"
(chap. i. 1). This may be taken as the text of this and the following
chapter. "The last days" is a phrase often applied in the Old Testament to the period between the two Advents; but here it evidently
refers to a time immediately preceding the Second Advent, the -end of
the" latter times" of 1 Tim. iv. 1. Paul then gives a sad catalogue of
sins that would be committed in the professing Church, as he had given
one of sins committed by Pagans in Rom. i. 29, etc. Timothy is not to
expect to escape persecution, nor is he to look for a cessation of the
conflict between truth and error, light and darkness; but, on the other
hand, the faithful must suffer persecution, and" evil men and seducers
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and be-ing deceived." In the verses.
26
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under consideration he warns Timothy of coming dangers and difficulties (v. 13); points out the safeguard (vv. 14-17); and solemnly
charges him to be faithful to his trust (iv. 1-5). After these verses
comes the affectionate and touching farewell. But if the dangers are
greater in " the last days," then this passage ought to be seriously laid
to heart by us, for I believe the last great struggle between the forces
of Christ and Antichrist is at hand.
I.-Our Dangers.-Evil men and" seducers," or conjurers, probably
alluding to the magical arts which prevailed at Ephesus, where Timothy
now was, and to which, though given up on embracing Christianity (as
see Acts xix. 19), there was probably a relapse. The germs of that
spiritual seduction which has so long characterized and so often disgraced the Romish system, and which is to become so prevalent and so
plausible that the false Prophets and false Christs which are to appear
"shall, if possible, deceive the very elect" (Matt. xxiv. 24), was then
working. The chief peril then, according to St. Paul, and according to
Christ in the words just quoted, that is to beset the Christian in the last
days is SUBTLETY. The plausibility that underlies the practices and
doctrines of the" deceivers." By subtlety did Satan begin the attack
and effect the fall of man; by subtlety during the ages that have since
Tun their course has he achieved his greatest success; and according
-to Scripture subtlety will characterize the last great effort he will put
iorth against the Truth and those who profess it. He can effect more
when he appears as an " angel of light " than when he manifests himself
-through the blatant atheist or gross sensualist. Once let the ministers
oOf religion prophesy smooth things instead of " declaring ALL the counsel
of God"; once let them seek to please rather than profit their hearers,
by ministering to their ilehing ears doctrines that fall in with their
depraved habits and tastes rather than sOU7m doctrine; once substitute
a partial a,m external reformation for a real internal regeneration; "the
Tradition of Men" for the " Oracles of God," and Satan has gained his
end. I believe this verse is receiving a marvellous fulfilment in our
own day. Our dangers in this respect may be summed up as follows :1. Silence. Among the many devices, by which Satan seeks to subvert
the faith and hinder the progress of the Gospel there is none so common,
so plausible, and so successful as the fashionable cry of "no controversy," "don't be contentious," "let us have peace." It is common,
plausible, and successful, because there is an element of truth in the
reasons given for adopting it, and because it is agreeable to one type of
human nature and appeals to self-interest from a worldly point of view.
But it is for these reasons the more dangerous, and all the more likely
to escape notice; and because backed up by distorted quotations from
Scripture, after the manner of the Arch-Deceiver, all the more successful. Here is one aspect of the deception of these perilous times.
2. Sacerdotalism. I believe that that huge system of organized
Sacerdotalism that has so long blighted the earth and dishonoured
Christ, that" masterpiece of Salan "-Romanism-is unerringly pourtrayed in Scripture. Craft and subtlety, the plausibility of her peculiar
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and anti-Scriptural doctrines to the unenlightened, have been the cause
of her success. N.B. The desperate efforts, and the craft and subtlety
which characterize these efforts, that are being made to bring us once
more under her thraldom. E.G. The Tracts of the so-called" Catholic
Truth Society"; the Pope's letter on Re-union and Bull on Anglican
Orders; Cardinal Vaughan's comments thereon, and his many recent
utterances. In each and all misrepresentations, omissions, concealments of and additions to the facts of history, perversions and misapplications of Scripture to bolster up the anti-Christian assumptions
and blasphemies, are the chief features. So plausible the manner, so
pathetic the strain of the Pope in the first letter, that he succeeded in
drawing from Protestants (1) encomiums of praise for his Christian
charity and" love jor the whole flock"! whereas it is to be feared it
was love for the fleece, thirst for power, and a desire to once more lord
it over God's heritage. Here again I see the subtlety that is to charac. terize the last days. This seducing, subtle spirit, which has ever
worked in that system, is only appearing now in a more refined and
therefore more dangerous way. The winking madonnas, miraculous
images, holy places, e.g., Knock, Lourdes, Loretta, and St. Winifred's
Well; the double-dealing order of Jesuits, that organized system of
lying and deception; the lying legends of " the glories of M ary "; the
dogmas of the Immaculate Conception and Papal Infallibility;
Newman's development theory, etc., have all appeared since Paul
wrote, and afford a striking comment on this passage and a solemn
warning to us.
3. Scepticism or Rationalism. (a) Advanced" Higher Critics," while
denying the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, make a sad mosaic
of it. Nevertheless, with pious phrases, they tell us we have nothing
to fear. They rob the Bible of its trustworthiness; make inspiration
a meaningless phrase-Moses and Isaiah, and Milton and Shakespeare
being about equal. (b) Those who deny the eternity of punishment and
talk about the love and mercy of God. Now in all this the danger lies
in the position the advocates of these pernicious theories hold, their
seeming piety and their acknowledged learning; the plausible manner,
the agreeable style and beautiful language in which their views are
often set forth. The young are especially fascinated. They can all
read-facilities for reading are numerous. They like to be considered
" up to the age," and think it old-fashioned and a sign of ignorance not
to doubt the old truths taught at their mother's knee.
4. Secularism. I do not mean secularism as openly opposed to
religion, not secularism outside the professing Church, but a secular
spirit in the Church-a worldly religion. It is often difficult to discern
the line of demarcation between the world and the Church. There
seems to have been a sort of compromise effected. The world is to be
a little more respectable and refined in its amusements, and the Church
a little more worldly in its profession and practice. The old Gospel is
to be either discarded, or altered to suit the prevailing fashion and tastes
of the natural heart. Elaborate music, gorgeous ceremonial, profuse
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'decorations, the theatre and the midnight ball, to be succeeded by the
"Early Celebration, fasting from food and indulging in sin. The clergyman is to cater for the amusements of his people, join them at football,
and they will repay him by attending the Sunday concert he has
provided for them. See what St. Paul says in this chapter about
.. Lowrs of pleasure more than lovers of God. Having a FORM of
godline.<s, but denying the power" (00. 4, 5). It was on the very
grounds that this is a .. pleasure-loving age" and a .. mus0I1 age,"
-that a prominent professor advocated the clergy providing amusemente. I replied that I had far too little time to do my spiritual
work, and that as a minister of Christ I thought my duty was not
to follow but lead and regulate the .. spirit of the age," and reprcwe it
when wrong. I attribute no motive in all I have said. These men
are not only .. DECEIVING, but being DECEIVED."
n.-Our Safeguard.-" Thou from a child hast known the Holy
Scriptures." This was Timothy's safeguard, let it be ours.
1. The object of Scripture. Not to teach science, but" make wise
unto salvation." It occupies a different field, and yet while it does not
,teach science, the ascertained facts in the Book of Nature never contradict
the truths and statements of the Book of Revelation. Let us appeal,
then, in all religious disputes and difficulties to " GO<fsWord written,"
and not to human traditions. None but God can tell us anything about
the other world. A revelation of His will concerning us was absolutely
necessary. From no other source can we infallibly know what we are
to believe, and what we are to do, and what we are to reject. We must
neither follow a so-called infallible Church, nor a self-styled infallible
Pope, only as they follow the" lively oracles" of the Infallible God; for
2. They are able to make wise unto salvation. Hence the sulfWie-ru;y
of Scripture for its purpose. Compare with this our sixth Article.
All Councils, Canons, Creeds, Churches, Encyclicals, Bulls, Popes,
Professors, and Preachers must be tested by this standard. It is to be
our Rule of Faith and guide of life, and safeguard against error. If
we would not be led astray we must turn a deaf ear to everything
contrary to its teaching. By it the" man of God," i.e., every believer
and not merely minister, is " thoroughly furnished," thoroughly equipped.
Hence follows the
3. Supremacy of Scripture, and that because Theopneustos. They
are" able to make wise unto salvation," and profitable for all the pur·
poses of safeguarding and building up the believer, because" given by
inspiration of God." In verse 15 the Apostle means by Ta iera gram·
maUa "the Holy Scriptures," the Old Testament. He had been
appealing to his own teaching and manner of life; he NOW gives him
another supreme safeguard against error, one by which he would be
able to test his (Paul's) teaching. In verse 16 Pasa graphe, " all " or
" every Scripture," I think includes that part of the New Testsment
then written and acknowledged by himself and fellow Apostles, and all
that was hereafter to be written and attested by them. I attempt no
verbal criticism. I am satisfied with the Authorized Version's render-
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ing. "Every Scripture inspired of God is profitable," seems rather
superfluous information under such solemn circumstances to give such
an one as Timothy. And those who do adopt this rendering acknowledge that that of the Authorized Version is legitimate, and surely it
harmonizes better with the context Timothy had as a safeguard in St.
Paul's teaching; better still the Old Testament; better still-that of
the New Testament then written, and EVERY Scripture God inspired,
and therefore" profitable," etc.
4. Inspiration of Scripture. I have no theory to advocate. I accept
it as a truth to be believed and not a theory to be discussed. Reason
suggests the necessity of a "full inspiration." Holy men of God
wrote and spoke as they were moved, or borne on by the Holy Ghost.
It was necessary even when that which was written was not matter of
Revelation. Narratives, prophecies, quotations, phrases, ideas, words,
are such as God saw fit to be there. Ideas cannot be written or spoken
without words, and we all know how much depends upon the choice of
words, the absence or presence of a word, or the substitution of one for
another; therefore to discuss verbal v. vague inspiration only serves to
mystify and increase the danger against which we are warned.
My time is exhausted. I must confine my remarks on
III.-Our Responsibility.-To paraphrase the Apostle's solemn
words, I charge thee, minister or private Christian, before God and the
Lord Jesus Christ Who shall judge the quick and dead at His appearing
and His kingdom-preach the WORD, not the Church, philosophy,
science, tradition. Preach the Word, use the Word, live the Word,
fully, exclusively, faithfully, Evangelically. Be instant in season and
out of season, not when convenient, not when well received, but use
every opportuuity to reprove, rebuke, and exhort, as circumstances
require, and so much the more because the time will come when men
will not endure sound doctrine, but run after teachers who will gratify
their itching ears with the novelties after which they crave, and
doctrines which please their depraved tastes, and disturb not their
consciences by rebuking their sins or reproving their errors. Their
ears turned from the Truth, they eagerly follow after superstitions,
fables, wild speculations, and an easy religion. The object, sufficiency,
supremacy, and inspiration of Scripture are not matters of opinion, but
necessary and revealed truths, which we reject or neglect at our peril.
" Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil" (Eph. vi. 10, 11). MAY GOD KEEP US
FAITHFUL!
OTHER masters cut out work for their servants, but do not help them
in their work; but our Master in heaven doth not only give us work,
but strength. God bids us serve Him, and He will enable us to serve
Him. Ezek. xxxvi. 27: "I will cause you to walk in My statutes."
The Lord doth not only fit work for us, but fits us for our work; with
His command He gives power.-Thomas Watson.
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THE LORD OF HOSTS WITH illS PEOPLE.

" The Lord o/lwsts is with us,. the God 0/ Jacob i<i our refuge.
Ps. xlvi. 11.

Selah."-

"THE Lord of hosts" is the title of Jehovah which the Psalmist is
inspired to use in this Psalm; and, as this title:declares Him to be, He
is a strength to the needy in his distress, and a stronghold in a time of
trouble. The title is twice used in this Psalm: first in verse 7, again in
verse 11. The repetition of this declaration of Jehovah's Covenant
goodness reminds us of the repetition of Pharaoh's dream; which
repetition, J oseph said, was to show that the matter was established by
God, and would shortly be brought to pass.
This title of Jehovah, "The Lord of hosts," proclaims Him to be
above all the hosts of earth and hell; to have them under His absolute,
sovereign control, to make them at all times subservient to His
wisdom and His power. With regard to the hosts of mighty angels,
they are His willing servants, who do His commands "hearkening
unto the voice of His word." If the hosts of men on earth appear
against any of His own people, He will show, as He showed to Ehsha
and to Hezekiah, that greater are they who are for His own than all
that are against them.
" The Lord of hosts" came to the help of Asa and of J ehoshaphat
when mighty armies rose up against them. We read, " And Asa cried
unto the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it is nothing ,vith Thee to help,
whether with many, or with them that have no power; help us, 0 Lord
our God; for we rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go against this
multitude. 0 Lord, Thou art our God; let not man prevail against
Thee. So the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before
Judah; and the Ethiopians fled." And Jehoshaphat cried, "0 our
God, wilt Thou not judge them 1 For we have no might against this
great company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do :
but our eyes are upon Thee." What then 1 His enemies-the Moabites
and Ammonites-were smitten, utterly destroyed. Yea, the Lord set
everyone against his fellow, and every one helped to destroy another.
The routing and, destroying of these hosts in the times of the kings
of Judah were pledges of what" the Lord of hosts" will do in the
latter day of the Gospel dispensation. Isaiah foretold the destruction
of the enemies of Jehovah: "And it shall come to pass in that day,
that the Lord shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high,
and the kings of the earth upon the earth. And they shall be gathered
together as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in
the prison, and after many days shall they be visited. Then the moon
shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts
shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His ancients,
gloriously" (Isa. xxiv. 21-23). His ancients shall be clothed in the
Righteousness of Christ which has been imputed unto them; and so
shall they be as white as wool, and whiter than the new-fallen" snow
in Salmon." This is God's work, not man's.
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" The Lord of hosts" is with His dear people in all their personal,
domestic ways: "And the Lord said unto J acob, Return unto the
land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee"
(Gen. xxxi. 3).
Did that word of direction and of promise imply that Jacob should
have a very smooth, peaceful, comfortable path to walk in? At first
sight we might conclude it was so; that if J ehovah, all-powerful and
all-sufficient, were with him, then no trouble, no tribulation, would
overtake him. But such was not the case. Is it not rather found to
be as the poet says :"For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."
And Jacob proved that the promise of his Covenant God-" the
Lord of hosts "-was made good to him in leading him, in appearing
for him, by supporting him in all his personal troubles with Laban,
with Esau, with the Shechemites, with the inhabitants of the land,
with the Canaanites on whom God put His terror: "And they
journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that were round
about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob." And
this "I will be with thee" extended to the very last day of J acob'a
life on earth; and on his dying bed he owned it had been so. God
had been with him in all his troubles, trials, affiictions and bereavements: "God, before Whom my fathers Abraham and lsaac did walk,
the God which led me all my life long unto this day, the angel which
redeemed me from all evil." Oh! what a testimony of God's faithfulness to His own word: "I will be with thee."
He had been with him as " the Lord of hosts," for we read: "And
Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. And when
Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host" (Gen. xxxii. 1,2).
The word of the text embraces the spiritual seed of J acob; the
J acob whom He loved. Of these, of every generation, personally or
collectively, it is true that" the Lord of hosts" is with them, that the
God of J acob is their refuge.
When J ehovah. gave Moses special work to do, He said, " Certainly
I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have
sent thee. When thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye
shall serve God upon this mountain" (Exod. iii. 12). Did that imply
that Moses should find all things work pleasantly and smoothly? No,
he found just the reverse; and yet" the Lord of hosts" most certainly
was with him. When Moses asked the Lord: "Wherefore hast Thou
so evil entreated this people? Why is it that Thou hast sent me?
For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy name, he hath done evil
to this people; neither hast Thou delivered Thy people at all,"-did
he mean, The Lord with us, and everything wrong,-everything fallen
out contrary to our expectation and desires? But how else could God,
the Lord, confound the wisdom of the wise? How else could the Lord
alone be exalted?
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Pharaoh, with all the determination of his 'will, and~with all the
resources and strength of Egypt, disputed every inch of" ground with
the Lord's sent servant; and thereby showed, as did also the final
issue, that the Lord was certainly with His servant. So, also, in our
gospel times, "the Lord of hosts" was with Luther, Calvin, Knox,
Cranmer, and all the blessed men of truth of Reformation times; but
that prevented not their being brought again and again into such
difficulties as confounded their own carnal wisdom, and forced them
to betake themselves to the promises of sovereign grace.
See what a pass the Lord brought Israel to before He accomplished
the full and final destruction of their adversary Pharaoh, with all his
hosts. They were in a place where death threatened them on every
side, and yet certainly He was with them to make His mighty power
known, even though " they provoked Him."
Moses had again occasion to fall back on God's word, " Certainly I
will be with thee," during the wilderness journey, after he had proved
the truth of it in what God had done for them, by " giving Egypt for
their ransom"; for we find Moses pleading with God, "If Thy
presence go not with us, carry us not up hence." And the Lord
answered him: "My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee
rest."
How beautifully "the Lord of hosts" spoke to Joshua, after the
death of His servant Moses; "As I was with Moses, so I will be with
thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." And what was the result
of His presence 1 "There shall not any man be able to stand before
thee all the days of thy life." So the hosts of Canaan fell before
Joshua; "the Lord of hosts," the God of Israel, having given him the
victory.
Again, see how" the Lord of hosts" appeared to Gideon,that fearing,
trembling man. "And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him, and
said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour."
These words confounded him. Gideon answered: "Oh, my Lord, if
the Lord be with "us, why then is all this befallen us 1 And where be
all His miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the Lord
bring us up from Egypt 1 But now the Lord hath forsaken us, and
delivered us into the hands of the Midianites." Every son of Zion
says the same thing at one time or other in every generation, but
the Lord will comfort and not forsake His children :"For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."
What comforting words are those in the prophecy of Haggai: "I
am with you, saith the Lord." And, again: "Be strong, all ye
people of the land, saith the Lord, and work: for I am with you,
saith the Lord of hosts." What need there is in the present day for
the Protestants of England to gird themselves, and go forward in a
strenuous, scriptural opposition to the idolatrous popery that so
abounds. If God be for us and with us, to bless, protect, comfort and
save, who can be against us 1
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. We see" the Lord of hosts" with Jonathan and the young man
that bore his armour, making one to chase a thousand, and two to put
ten thousand to flight. The Lord can always save, by many or by few.
In ·Paul's ministerial course, we find " the Lord of hosts." making
good to him again and. again His own promise': "Lo, I am with you
alway; even unto the end of the world." Therefore," Be not afraid,
but speak and hold not thy peace; for I am with thee, and no man
shall set on thee to hurt thee." And when all forsook him, the Lord
stood by him, and strengthened him. When Christ the Lord, "the
Lord of hosts," the Rock, the Refuge, and the Shield, is with them
that are His, they shall not want; yea, though they walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, they shall fear no evil; for He is
with them, never to leave them, and never to forsake them.
"Numbered with them may I be
Now, and to eternity;"
Birkenhead.
G. A.
OUR OWN GOD.
IT is a definite direction for every day's use to those who commit
their way unto God-to let their eyes look right on, and their eyelids
straight before them. Yet how many are the temptations to act
otherwise, to question if the course followed, and which seems to be
pointed out in answer to prayer, has-after all-been the right or the
best one. And unexpected, unthought·of complications arise, so that
instead of the desired light increasing, clouds accumulate. But these
difficulties, which are common to all, God sanctifies to the trial of the
faith of His children. He was of one mind when the goings of His
providence said, "This is the way," and no subsequent circumstances
can turn Him. And He has given not bare directions only, but has
added examples for the easier learning of those who would know His
mind. His co=ands to the prophet whom He sent to Jeroboam
were clear and concise. His servant understood them, doubted not
whence they came-and for a time implicitly obeyed. But" he went
back"; he did not wholly follow the Lord; he forgot that God is
not a man that He should lie, neither the son of man that He should
repent. He did not honour God as a God to be feared; and God
forbade him a place in his own grave.
It was no easy task of Nehemiah's to persistently build amidst
continual opposition; but his God thought upon him for good, and
not even the speech of the prophetess turned him aside in the work
that was divinely appointed; and in the end his enemies" were much
cast down in their own eyes, for they perceived that it was wrought of
God."
.
The command given to the typical people was " go forward," and
the gospel truth about every one of the covenant children of God is
" we are not of them that draw back to perdition, but of them that
believe to the saving of the soul." And while the apostolic exhortation
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to such is that they draw near to Christ in full assurance of faith, their
frequent experience is tenderly recognised and noticed by their Comforter when He says" cast not away your confidence." And the same
Spirit Whose hand guided the pen of one to encourage many by saying
" Let us hold fast the profession of ourfaith without wavering," wrote
also" Ye have need of patience," even in doing the will of God. Even
their sufferings are according to His will, and it is a consideration
worth cherishing by those who mourn "over themselves and after
Him," that they would not be thus disquieted unIe88 God, Father,
Son and Spirit, had willed and brought it about in love, redemption
and grace. And Himself perfects His will conceruing them, strengthens,
stablishes, settles in what He has shown, and again bids forward. So
His servant Paul forgot the things that were behind in his pressing
forward: counted not that he knew anything in comparison to what
he wanted to know. "Hitherto," Jesus said, "ye have asked nothing
in My Name. Ask, and ye shall receive," even to a filling with joy.
God is ever mindful of His Covenant, and will not turn away from
doing the Covenant ones good. So they do well to remember all the
way, not so much t1;lat they have come, as that He has led them. And
with the assurance that every step has been ordered by Himself, He
gives them no room for regrets. He has in the Blood of their Surety
forgotten their sins; their falls, their backslidings-their equally
dependent fellow-sojourners have forgiven their faults, and their Lord
has not been disappointed of His everlasting design to humble them
in love before Him. He can keep them from falling either into a
state of religious peace which is not His peace, or into carelessness
and indifference. And where He has put it, He can see this desire,
" Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; try me, and know my
thoughts. See if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting."
FOLLOWER-ON.

fiS NAME.
My attention was arrested lately by a passage which occurred in the
daily text Calendar, "The name of the Lord is a strong tower, the
righteous runneth into it and is safe" (Prov. xviii. 10). While I was
reflecting on the name, the beautiful words came, "This is His name
whereby He shall be called, the Lord our righteousness." Well may
the redeemed but sin-conscious believer run to this strong tower and
shelter in His name. Satan accuses, and,-all too acutely affected,
perhaps, with the knowledge and perceptions of sin in thought, sin in
action, indwelling sin, sin above, beneath, within, without, sin woven
in our nature through and through,-we ask, How can we approach a
holy God!
" All without the reign of darkne88,
Fearful conflict oft within."
But, running into the strong tower of His name-" The Lord our
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righteousness "-we can "the fierce accuser face," and we are safe.
" Their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord," aud truly His righteousness is all-availing. The great enemy retreats when he sees his persecuted victims" covered with the robe of His righteousness," running
into the strong tower of His name. He knows the sinner is safe
there.
A sweet cluster of precious names is to be found in Isa. ix. 6 : "His
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." Do people around count it passing strange that thy God works in such a mysterious way for thee!
Do they say it is beyond all reason, beyond all that thou canst
expect, to look to mountains being levelled and valleys raised, so
to speak! Run into the strong tower, His name which is Wonderful,
and thou art safe; safe, for there is nothing too hard for Him. Art
thou perplexed, at thy wits' end, in great difficulty, not knowing
which way to look, or which path to take! Run swiftly to the
strong tower, His name" Counsellor." He will teach and direct thee.
He is "wonderful in counsel and excellent in working" (Isa. xxviii. 29).
"Watch, and thou shalt see
Wonders wrought, and wrought for thee."
" Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to
glory" (Ps. Ixxiii. 24). Blessed portion! Guided here, and glorified
aftenrard.
To continue the passage: "The mighty God." "Impossible!"
says the world. Nay, there is no impossibility in Him. The impos·
sible with men is the possible with God. "The mighty God." "Too
heavy," didst thou say! " Too complicated; too utterly hopeless" !
Run quickly into His name-" the mighty God "-and thou art safe,
safe for deliverance. Almighty is His name, and omnipotence His
characteristic. "I have laid help upon One that is mighty"; "their
Redeemer is mighty"; "mighty to save." One could multiply
assurances and instances, but must pass on to the next precious name" The everlasting Father." Oh! how we rejoice to link the precious
name of love with the name of power; Father and mighty God. Are
we as orphans! Do we feel alone in a hard, cold, oppressing, scornful
world! No father to protect and cherish, to give a home and loving
shelter and tender interest and active influence! Nay, look up. Run
into His name, and in the arms of the" everlasting Father" thou art
secure. "Everlasting." His Son liveth, and in His name and home
and love thou art everlastingly safe.
" The Prince of Peace." In the Song of Solomon we find the question,
" What will ye see in the Shulamite !" And the reply, " As it were
the company of two armies," showing the believer's continual struggle
within. But the name, "Prince of Peace," is specially the name He
possesses in reconciling the offended God with His offending people,
the holy God with His sin-laden people, the justice with the mercy.
He brought peace by His blood: "He is our peace Who hath made
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both one
to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making
peace." Tempests rage and waves swell ;
" Jesus walks upon the waters,
And commandeth, 'Peace, be still.' "
" He will speak peace unto His people." In His memorable talk
with His disciples, related in chapters xiii. to xvi. of John's Gospel, we
find Jesus saying, " Peace I leave with you; My peace I give unto you;
not as the world giveth, give I unto you." The world gives uncertainly,
treacherously, expediently. But He gives deep, calm, settled and
everlasting peace; peace bought with His own precious life-blood. And
the first resurrection words when He stood in the midst of His loved
disciples were, "Peace be unto you." He had made peace between a
holy God and sinful man by His death and resurrection.
Another sweet name is "Jesus." "Thou shalt call His name
Jesus; for He shall save His people from their sins." This name is,
indeed, a tower of safety. Oh! how inadequately sin is understood
in all its deep, dark loathsomeness and defilement; sin in thought, in
word, in action; sin beneath sin, so to speak. The very breath is sin.
So steeped are we in sin that it is our very nature; and it is impossible
to be free from either its commission or consequences by, or in, ourselves. But He shall save His people from their sins. His name is
Jesus, and He was" made sin for (or instead of) us, that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him."
Many, many precious names might be enumerated. There is a
name to supply every possible need and craving of the children of God
at all times and in all circumstances, both for this life and the life everlasting in Him. But I should like just to quote that word of God,
"They that know Thy name will trust in Thee." Why 1 "For
Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek Thee." Is not this your
experience, dear reader 1 It is mine. I can truly say, from personal
proof and observation, that the Lord has not forsaken them that seek
Him. Therefore, they that know Him trust; trust, because they
have seen; trust, because they have been heard; trust, because they
have been delivered; trust, because they know they are safe in Him,
in His glorious names of love and power and faithfulness.
Again, "Thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear Thy
name" (Ps. lxi. 5). Heritage, that is, inheritance. It would take
volumes to describe this incorruptible, undefiled inheritance; and
even then heart of man hath not conceived all the glories He has
prepared. I would, however, just refer to two passages which throw
a strong light on the intense love of J ehovah for His redeemed people:
" The Lord is the portion of my inheritance" (Ps. xvi. 3), and " Blessed
is the nation whose God is the Lord, and the people whom He hath
chosen for His own inheritance." Mutual inheritance: I am my
Beloved's and He is mine. It is a personal inheritance. The thought
of inheritance is not of glory, or of riches, or of happiness, or of aught
but Himself. And His delight is His people: "This people have I

The Gospel Magazine

413

formed for Myself." He says in that marvellous word in Eph. i., "The
riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints." He looks upon
them as all-glorious; glorious in His dear Son. He" taketh pleasure
in His people." It is passing strange that the people of His choice
should ever have a thought apart from Him; that the things of this
poor, changing world should engross the mind and heart as they do.
Our constant prayer should be that of David: "Unite my heart to
fear Thy name." "Unite"; do not let it be divided, half with Thee
and half elsewhere; but join all in fear and love of Thy holy name.
" Let all who love Thy name be joyful in Thee"; joyful, for they know
and love the name which is "as ointment poured forth," ointment
for healing and for sweet savour.
In Isa. xliii. 1, we read, " I have called thee by My name; thou art
Mine." What unspeakable honour He puts upon us. Called by His
name! Just as in one passage He gives His name, "the Lord our
righteousness," and in another, "the name wherewith she shall be
called, the Lord our righteousness," thereby conferring His very title
upon us. We know how in earthly relationship the bride relinquishes
her father's name and takes that of her husband; and, however
poor her former position, she rises to the rank of her husband. So the
Bride of the Lamb has His name and His title. The subject seems
tao profound for human comprehension. Called by His name!
The love of Christ passeth knowledge.
Lastly, we read of the redeemed in the everlasting home of glory,
" And they shall see His face, and His name shall be in their foreheads."
Called by His name here; exalted in His name there. Truly, the name
of the Lord is a strong tower and a safe refuge. " And His name shall
be in their foreheads," so that all can see and know His Bride, whom
He owns before angels and principalities and powers.
"I have set him on high, because he hath known My name."
Known it and feared it and loved it. It has been as ointment poured
forth; he has trusted in Me; My name is upon him; he is called by
My name, and in My name has he rejoiced; now in the glory-land for
ever My name is in his forehead. All shall see and recognize the
beloved of My heart, the redeemed of My choice. In Immanuel's land,
the Lord Himself and His Bride
" One deep joy shall share:
His, that she is ever with Him,
Hers, that He is there."
NETTIE.

As CHRIST considered us in our state of poverty, so ought we most
attentively to consider Him in His; to consider what He suffered in
His own person; to discern Him suffering in His poor afllicted members ;
and to extend to them the mercy which He extended to us. He who
was blessed of J ehovah and delivered in the evil day by a glorious
resurrection, will bless and deliver in like manner such as for His sake
love and relieve their brethren.-George Horne.
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NOTES OF A SERMON UPON THE DEATH OF
KING EDWARD VII.
PREACHED AT ST. MARY'LE,PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE
REV. ISAAC HAWKER,
LORD'S DAY EVENING, MAY 22ND, 1910.
WE are mourning the loss of our beloved Sovereign! The nation
has sustained a very severe blow. The world understands it not:
it sees no reason nor purpose for it. Only the Christian can learn a
lesson from it. You have just been singing that precious and wellknown hymn, "God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform." And truly He does move in a mysterious way! We may
not know now the why and the wherefore, but all His ways are to
bring us to dependence upon Him and to cause us to own Him King
of saints. We sing :" Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan His work in vain ;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain."
Unbelief scans His work, and man passes his opinion upon it; but
let us wait, let us watch His hand; for He will presently interpret;
and we shall rejoice when we see the crooked things made straight and
realize that there was no chance in this blow. Who has done it 1 The
Lord, we answer, in Whose hand is the breath of every living thing and
creature. He has His purpose in view. Let us wait then till He
explain, as He surely will sooner or later.
I have been thinking that our history as a nation runs parallel with
the history of God's dealings with the Israelite nation of old. They,
alas! veered away from the straight course, turned aside, demanded
certain things, became lifted up in pride of heart; and what happened 1
The Lord let them have their o,vn way, to be taught that sooner or later
all must bow to His sovereignty and say, "Thy will be done." The
judge of that time, and he was high-priest also, sinned grievously in
not checking them. Turn to 1 Sam. iii., where we read of that godly
old man, Eli, and yet with all his godliness he was not free from faul ts
and failings. See what the Lord said to him by His messenger in the
previous chapter: "And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said
unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Did I plainly appear unto the house
of thy father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's house 1 And did
I choose him out of all the tribes of Israel to be My priest, to offer
upon Mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an ephod before Me 1 . . . .
Wherefore kick ye all My sacrifice and at Mine offering, which I have
co=anded in My habitation; and honourest thy sons above Me, to
make yourselves fat with the chiefest of all the offerings of Israel My
people 1 "
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" WMre/ort: kick ye at My sacrifice and Mint: offering,. and honourest
thy sons abore Me?" What a solemn charge! Setting up a spurious
religion, and honouring not the Lord! Oh! what dishonour it is,
brethren, to Him when His people wait not to hear Him! when they
stay not to hearken to Thus saith the Lord! Just after this, the Lord
gives dear young Samuel to His people. And there he was-a light
and a minister, young as he was-to be called and used of Him.
He made him His messenger to Eli, and we read, "Samuel told
him every whit, and hid nothing from him." Every whit! What
honesty! What absence of fear! AU that the Lord had told
His dear young servant did Samuel, "the child," reveal to the
aged priest Eli. And see how he prospered! How solemn is the
word of correction to Eli: "In that day I will perform against
Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house; when I begin
I will also make an end. For I have told him that I will judge his
house for ever for the iniqnity which he knoweth; because his sons
made themselves vile, and he restrained them not." What a word of
warning is this to those in authority and to parents! "Made themselves vile," or, as you read in the margin, accursed; but they were
left unrestrained! And yet Eli was a magistrate, a judge, a priest, a
father, and a godly man! But he permitted his sons to overrule him.
Then the Lord, as He surely must, sent judgment, and when Eli heard
that his two sons were dead, and that the ark of God was taken, " he
fell from off the seat backward by the side of the gate, and his neck
brake, and he died." Do notice, brethren, that it was when he heard
that the ark of God-the emblem of all real religion-was taken by
the enemy, that Eli died. True, he heard of the death of his sons, and
doubtless sorrowed, but the greater sorrow was the taking away of the
symbol of the Divine Presence from their midst; and for that he
died.
But, blessed be God! we read not that Eli had risen in rebellion.
He bowed under the sovereign will of God, and uttered an expression
-of triumphant faith when Samuel told him of the impending judgment:
" It is the Lord: let Him do what seemeth Him good." Oh! that
we might be brought there! The Lord had a voice which He meant
should be heard by Israel through that solemn visitation. Oh, that
we too might hear it, and heed it! For it does not do to kick against
Him. Saul of Tarsus found it so. "It is hard for thee to kick against
the pricks," said the voice from heaven. And it is hard for you and
me to kick against the Lord's dealings with us. Turn with me to that
solemn word of warning in Lev. xxvi., "If they shall confess their
iniqnity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass which
they trespassed against Me, and that also they have walked contrary
unto Me; and that I also have walked contrary unto them, and have
brought them into the land of their enemies."
Think of it!
Confess that they have walked contrary to Me! and for Jehovah to say,
then, I have also walked contrary unto them! But look at His
unchanging mercy all the time. It is covenant mercy. "Then will I
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remember My covenant. with Jacob, and also My covenant with Isaac,
and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember." See how He
traces His covenant backward, to show the origin of it from the
present. I will remember My covenant to Jacob now. Yes; but go
back. I will remember My covenant to Isaac. Yes, and further back
still, I will remember My covenant to Abraham. And He promises
further blessings. "The land also shall . . . enjoy her sabbaths."
And here we have another lesson that we may apply to ourselves.
Brethren, what a grievous departure has our guilty land made in
desecrating the Holy Day of Rest! Look at trade and locomotion
being carried on. What desecration! What pleasures! What
excitements! All going on on the Lord's Day! I think the worst is
reached when, as recently, we read how in the Lower House of Convocation, it was recommended that every Diocesan Council should consider
what rightly could be done to provide that those hours of the Lord's Day
not claimed by the primary duty and privilege of religious worship and
instruction may be used in ways which are reasonable, healthful, and
refreshing for the body and the mind. That is man's law! But
God's Day is holy and to be kept holy! Have we kept it so 1 If not,
see what solemn words we have before us: "They shall accept of the
punishment of their iniquity; because, even because, they despised
My judgments and because their soul abhorred My statutes." Oh!
brethren, is there anything stronger than this to draw us back again
to our obligation to observe our Sabbaths! May God save us from
the desecration of His Day, even under the excuse of needing it for
recruiting health!
God will always fulfil His word. He speaks through dispensations
such as the present one. Oh! may His people awake and acknowledge
Him, and kick not at His righteous judgments! He has taken away
one king, and raised up another. Why 1 Let Him answer. He is
about to carry out unseen purposes through King George V. Let us
turn to another text to give us an idea of our state and condition.
Suppose we were without a king! Do we acknowledge by Whom he
is given us 1 You know Paul was persecuted because he owned the
Kingship of Jesus. Do we own Him King of kings and Lord of lords,
with the right to put down one and set up another 1 The whole is
answered in Ps. xcvii. 1: "The Lord reigneth; let the earth
rejoice." The only foundation of comfort I can have in all the enemy's
attempt to overthrow our prosperity and peace is that the Lord reigneth.
He is King! He that was, and is, and is to com". He is the everpresent One. He reigneth. He ever reigns. He never gives up the
reins of government, brethren! The character of His government is
ever a cause of joy to His own people. He is' perfect in ,visdom, in
love, and in faithfulness. Oh, that beautiful, consoling, quieting word,
" The Lord reigneth" !
Look back on the history of our own times. There were many, even
in India, who rejoiced that they had a Sovereign worth fighting for
in the late beloved Queen Victoria. But she is gone! Her son, whom
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we so greatly loved as king, is also now gone. But Jehovah, our King,
liveth and reigneth. "Clouds and darkness are round about Him;
righteousness and judgment are the habitation of His throne." And
when we appeal to His throne for a settlement of every matter, to us
so enshrguded with" clouds and darkness," we may be assured of
. success. Oh! to trust Him where we cannot trace Him! He is there
on His throne, judging right. He is in heaven above and in the
earth beneath. He rules and reigns over all. Alas! there are many
on earth who are too proud to bend before His throne and acknowledge
His superior power. But He brings down, and sooner or later makes
man to acknowledge Him!
What a striking instance we have of that in the Illstory of Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon. Look at the fourth of Daniel: "1,
Nebuchadnezzar ;" he said it of Illmself. He was lifted up in th&
pride of Ills own heart and of the greatness of Ills kingdom. He defied
the power of God, but he was brought down, driven out, made to find
" Ills portion with the beasts of the field," Ills heart changed from a
man's. But what does he presently acknowledge? See verse 34:
" And at the end of the days, I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes
unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me; and I blessed
the Most High; and I praised and honoured Him that Iiveth for ever,
Whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom is from
generation to generation: and all the inhabitants of the earth are
reputed as notlllng: and He doeth according to His will in the army
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay
His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou?" Thus was tills great
monarch brought to say, " It is the Lord! "
Does:any one ask the question, "What doest Thou?" If so, he is worse
than Nebuchadnezzar! He praised and extolled and honoured" the
King of heaven, all Whose works are truth, and His ways judgment;
and those that walk in pride He is able to abase." What a true conc1usion! A peaceful kingdom was granted the earthly monarch after
this acknowledgment; after he had been brought low; emptied of Ills
earthly pride and brought in self-abasement to acknowledge J ehovah
above all. How do you know all this, Nebuchadnezzar? Because
He aba$ed me. He brings low that He may exalt in due season. And,
brethren, if now darkness and clouds be around Him, do not let that
discourage us. Let. us wait upon our God. If you knock and get
no answer, do not go away. Do not say, Oh, it is all clouds and
darkn.ess, and I cannot get access! You can. Faith peers through
all the darkness. Clouds are a dark setting to manifest forth His
majesty and glory, and faith sees Him there sitting upon His throne
and judging right. "Righteousness and judgment are the habitation
of His throne." So in looking back over the last two weeks, if we are
tempted to ask, Why, at so critical a time in our nation's history, has
God seen fit to remove our Peace-making King? let us remember the
Prince of Peace remains with us anyhow, and" His purposes," as you
were singing just now, "will ripen fast,-
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Unfolding every hour,
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet shall be the flower."
Be on the look-out for the first token of His renewed favour to our
people, our nation, our colonies, and bless God for the reigning majesty
o()f J ehovah. We sometimes cry out, like the children of Israel did to
Moses, "Let not God speak with us lest we die." We are overwhelmed
.as He speaks to us in judgment, either in providence or grace. But
let us have something more encouraging, you plead. Then turn to
the last chapter of Matthew's Gospel, and see how when the eleven
disciples saw their risen Lord, "they worshipped, and some doubted."
How did Jesus-immediately cheer them? " Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth."
What a quieting word is that! All power! "ALL power is given
unto Me, in heaven and in earth." Now, brethren, I am at a loss to
know what anyone who looks for anything more than that can
want. AU power! When we see clouds and darkness round about
Him, and overhanging us? Yes. But you see the cloud, you say,
and not through it. Well, look on it, and there you see His covenant
token and promise, just as He wrote it in that first rainbow of promise,
and thus you will prove all His blessings must come through His
covenant, though it be through cloud, and darkness and judgment.
AU power! What a beautiful word is that! All power in connection
with every emergency; all power in the political, social, and spiritual
world. We acknowledge it, brethren; but do we pause to weigh the
words sufficiently when we daily pray, "Thy Kingdom come"? He
is our King. Yes, you say, but clouds, dark, thick, and many, are
about Him. Wait a little. "A cloud received Him out of their sight."
But He promised to come again, and He is coming in the clouds. Let
us meanwhile trust Him! Worship Him! He is upon His throne·,
and all is in the hands of our Jehovah-Jesus. Shall we faint because
our earthly king is dead? Our heavenly King ever liveth; our
heavenly King ever reigneth and our heavenly King will come again
and receive us unto Himself!
========0",07n=municated by R. 0.
ALICE DRIVER, martyr, at her examination put all the doctors to
silence, so that they had not a word to say, but looked one upon another;
then she said, "Have you no more to say? God be honoured, you be not
able to resist the Spirit of God in me, a poor woman. I was an honest,
poor man's daughter, never brought up at the University as you have
been, but I have driven the plough many a time before my father, I
thank God; yet, notwithstanding, in the defence of God's truth and
in the cause of my Master, Christ, by His grace I will set my foot against
the foot of any of you all, in the maintenance and defence of the same;
and if I had a thousand lives, they should go for payment thereof."
So the Chancellor condemned her, and she returned to the prison
joyful.-Oharles Bradbury.
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HEARTFELT RELIGION AND ITS EXPRESSION.
A

SERMON PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, JANUARY
21ST, 1849, BY THE REV. A. HEWLETT, D.D.

" Du_t

0/ the abundance 0/ the heart the mouth speaketh."-MATT. xii. 34.

IN all ages of the world, the greatest enemies to true religion are those
who would make godliness to consist in the mere observance of external
forms and ceremonies, however right, proper, or necessary those
forms may be; and who substitute the fond inventions of human
ingenuity, the traditions of men, for the commandments of God. Such
are enemies to God--for they make light of His sovereign grace, from
which every blessing springs, and by which every comfort is enjoyed;
they lightly esteem the blood-shedding of the Son of God, the only
laver of purification, and His righteousness, the only acceptable robe;
they are willingly ignorant of the operations of the Holy Ghost, whereby
alone they can be brought within the bonds of the Covenant of Grace;
and treat all internal evidences of Divine power in the soul with
sovereign contempt. They are enemies to themselves, for" a deceived
heart hath turned him aside, so that he cannot deliver his soul, nor
say, is there not a lie in my right hand 1 " as saith the prophet Isaiah.
They are enemies to others, for by their teaching, example, or influence,
they be blind leaders of the blind; "and if the blind lead the blind,
shall not both fall into the pit 1 "
Such were the men who, in the days when the Son of God was
incarnate, and dwelt upon the earth, were the most remarkable for
their religious profession, their strictness in the most trifling matters
connected with religion, their zeal for the letter of Divine command·
ment, and their greater zeal for the traditions of the fathers; such are,
in our day, the followers of the Bishop of Rome, the members of that
corrupt, apostate, and idolatrous system, best described by the term
Popery; such are all those, by whatever name known, by whatever
church nourished, by whatever mistaken kindness fostered and
cherished, who forsake the pure streams of God's blessed Word, to
dabble in the muddy pool of human authors, however adorned those
pools may be by the glittering glare of rhetoric, or by the ornaments of
a false philosophy.
The language of the Son of Man was always plain, powerful, and
practical, for He did not spel1k after the hearing of the ear, nor judge
according to the seeing of the eye; His speech was generally mild,
inviting, and encouraging, insomuch that those who never became His
followers, marvelled at the gracious words that proceeded from His
lips; but when He spake to the Pharisees, when He addressed those
who professed to be the children of Abraham, and to have God for
their father, while in their hearts they were far from Him, He bursts
forth in a strain of holy indignation, " Oh, generation of vipers, how
can ye, being evil, speak good things 1 for out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh."
The doctrine, thus insisted upon by our Lord, in the words of my
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text, and which words were powerfully impressed on my mind, in
answer to much fervent prayer, is twofold-first, that all real religion
has its residence in the heart; and, secondly, that every man's conver.sation will generally be according to the state of his heart.
In offering a few observations on this two-fold doctrine, I may well
be excused if I follow the example of an inspired apostle, and use great
plainness of speech, coming not among you with excellency of speech
or of wisdom, using no enticing words, but seeking to deliver my
message" in demonstration of the Spirit and of power." Zealous for
the honour aI!d glory of his Divine Master, the servant of the Lord is
content to give utterance to the truths of God's Word in the emphatic
language of Scripture, nor desires to cultivate a style which may, perchance, be more pleasing than profitable; well knowing that His
word shall not return to Him void, but shall accomplish that which'
pleases Him, and prosper in the thing whereto He hath sent it.
Can there, brethren, be a more interesting subject, whereon the
preacher can dilate, or to which hearers may listen, than that of heartfelt religion 1 It raises us from the cold chilly atmosphere of formsfrom the benighting and bewildering glare of vain philosophy, and
from the fascination of the world, to stand as it were in the immediate
presence of the most High God, while we cry out, " Search us, 0 God,
and try us, and see if there be any evil way in us, and lead us in the
way everlasting."
True religion, vital godliness, may be spoken of under these four
leading points, to which I believe may be reduced all the various
feelings of which God's people are the subjects, and from which those
good works emanate by which they adorn the doctrine of Christ their
Saviour: (1) Light; (2) Life; (3) Liberty; (4) Love. I profess
not to state their chronological order; but merely the fact, that in the
heart given to God all these four blessed principles will be found active,
and operating, in a greater or a less degree.
1. Light.-A sinner under the teaching of the Holy' Ghost is enlightened. Born in ignorance, nurtured in darkness, trained, it may be, in
error, nothing but Divine light can exhibit to him the features of God,
as a being, holy, just, and true. This Divine light is not the" inward
light" spoken of, and relied on, by those who call themselves FRIENDS;
but it is the powerful application of the Word of God, His revealed will,
to the soul-similar in its character and effects to that mentioned by
Paul, who, when writing to the Thessalonians, says, " Our Gospel came
not unto you in word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and
in much assurance." This is that conviction of sin spoken of by our
Lord to His disciples-" The Spirit of truth shall convince the world
of sin"; not merely a conviction that a man hath sinned against God,
in such and such particular acts; but of his exceeding sinfulness in
the sight of a holy God, of his guilty, lost, ruined, and undone state,
by nature and practice. This light, or knowledge, or conviction of
sin, produces brokenness of heart, contrition, and compunction-the
subject of it is led to cry out with Job, " Behold I am vile; "-with the
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Psalmist, " Have mercy on me, 0 God; "-" Behold I was shapen in
iniquity," etc. ;-with Isaiah, "Woe is me, for I am undone; "-with
Joshua, who, clothed in his filthy garments, his sinful, polluted condition,
has not a word to say in iustifi£ation or extenuation; or with the
publican, who, smiting on his breast, cries, " God be merciful to me, a
sinner." Thus enlightened, he is made to see and acknowledge the
great mystery of godliness, the mystery of a Triune Jehovah, each of
the Persons equal in power and love, and each exercising that power
and love on behalf of the Church. The Father, by His eternal, free,
and unconditional choice of their persons in Christ before the foundation of the world, and by His all-wise arrangement of all things in the
heavens above, in the earth beneath, and in the regions under the earth,
to work together for their good; so powerfully asserted by Paul in
the first chapter of his Epistle to the Ephesians, and so beautifully
explained in the 17th Article of our own beloved Church. The Son,
by His taking His Church into union with Himself, and thus becoming
her Head, Husband, Surety, and Representative, thus bearing her
guilt, enduring her punishment, and having died once to the law,
living evermore, and thus raising her above sin, guilt, and death;
casting her sins into " the depth of the sea," yea, removing them" as
far as the east is from the west." The Holy Ghost, by His calling,
qualifying, and sending forth ministers to preach the everlasting Gospel, accompanying the Word preached with His power, thus calling
effectually all God's chosen to the Lord Jesus, for eternal salvation.
Thus he sees, feels, believes, and knows, that all his salvation is, and
must be, of God, because it is written, " By grace are ye saved, through
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God."
2. Inseparable from this light, and indeed, so to speak, the parent of
it, is lite. "We know," says the Apostle John, "that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love the brethren." This life is a
spiritual, heavenly, supernatural life, of which the Holy Ghost alone is
the Author (He is the Author and Giver of life); it is the new birth
spoken of by our Lord to Nicodemus-" Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God": it is that blessed state mentioned by Paul-" To be spiritually minded is life and peace"; or, as
he e"llresses it to the Ephesians, "You hath He quickened who were
dead in trespasses and sins." It cannot be too often, nor too powerfully, stated, that man, by nature, is dead to God; legally and judicially
dead, because born under condemnation; and spiritually so, because
destitute of both will and power to obey, or to please God. Now, as
regards the animal or natural life, there are various states and ages,
from the new-born babe to the venerable father, or grandfather, and
various conditions, from the sickly and palsied, to the healthy, powerful,
active, and vigorous; so in the spiritual life, there are those who are
only known to be alive by their feeble cries for !Uercy, and there are
those whose strength of faith, solid peace and joy in the Lord enable
them to ride triumphantly over all the cares of the world, the workings
of sin, and the assaults of Satan, "strong in the Lord, and in the

,
422

The Gospel Magazine

power of His might." So again, there are those who are" weak and
sickly amongst them," "faint yet pursuing," walking in the Lord's
ways, yet ofttimes "discouraged by reason of the way." Yet, let it
be borne in mind that, as regards the animal, the absence of sensation
or feeling is the sure mark of the absence of life, and its presence the
testimony of life; so is it as regards spiritual life-a feeling sense of
sin, a hungering and thirsting after righteousness, a desire to realize
God's pardoning mercies in Christ Jesus, are sure accompaniments, nay,
form, as it were, a part and parcel of the spiritual life.
3. But a soul may have both light and life, and yet be in bondage; he
may be vainly looking to himself, to his duties, his feelings, his desires,
his prayers, his repentings, as though these should afford him some
solid ground to rest upon; he may not be enabled to see clearly that
it is what JESUS hath done, and not what he hath done, or would d<J, that
is to bring peace to his soul; he may be affiicting his soul, bowing down
his head as a bulrush, and thinking thus to make his peace with God,
or he may vainly look to the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, as though
that in itself could, by some "opus operatum," confer peace; but
sooner or later, the precious feeling of liberty is introduced into the
heart, it is the" spirit of adoption," whereby we sensibly pass, from
being" under the law," to be "under grace"; from the state of
slavery, to the condition of a child, to a holy boldness, a childlike
familiarity with the great and glorious J ehovah, to that unrestrained
pouring out of the soul before Him, in prayer and supplication, with
praise and thanksgiving, which makes us feel the force of the words,
in the earnestness of the address, when we call upon Him, as " Our
Father Which art in heaven." It is that liberty of which Paul reminds
the Galatians, when he tells them to "stand fast in the liberty with
which Christ had made them free." A feeling of liberty, or freedom
from condemnation, from the curse, from the broken law, from offended
justice, from the dread of an infuriated enemy, "who walketh about
like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour," from the fear of
man which bringeth a snare, and from the fear of death which holds
so many in bondage; it is that happy, blessed feeling of buoyancy
and elasticity, which marks the child delighting himself at large in the
pleasure-grounds of an affectionate father; it is that which David
described, when he said, "I will walk the way of Thy commandments,
when Thou hast set my heart at liberty."
4. Again, there is another powerful principle or feeling, which
occupies, fills, directs, and influences the renewed heart. I mean
love-" The love of God is shed abroad in the heart." "We love
Him because He first loved us." A sense of His love towards
us draws out our souls towards Him in return. He hath loved
us and chosen us, loved us and redeemed us, loved us and called
us; He loveth us, and will preserve us safe unto His heaveuly
Kingdom. Hence" the love of Christ constraineth us"; hence the
soul delightethitself in God's Word; His worship and His house
become delightsome, and His" service is perfect freedom." The soul
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inflamed with a sense of such a full, free, and unchangeable love on the
part of J ehovah, thinks no duty too hard, nothing too difficult to be
performed, no suffering too severe to be endured, for the sake of Him
Who loved us and gave Himself for us. Relying on His assistance,
the. happy soul exclaims, "I can do all things, through Christ Which
strengtheneth me." Nor does this love look unto the Lord .Jesus
alone. It rests upon all who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity and
truth. It makes allowance for human imperfections; it" hopeth all
things, believeth all things, endureth all things"; and all who hold
the Head, put the Lord Jesus in His own place, esteeming Him as the
" Head over all things to His body the Church." However they may
differ in their perception of the doctrines and discipline marked out,
in God's blessed Word, all such persons are loved, cared for, and
prayed for, as brethren in the Lord.
And now, men and brethren, allow me in His name, " Whose I am,
and Whom I serve," to beseech you, as in the sight of a holy and heartsearching God, to ask yourselves, are you in possession of this light,
life, liberty, and love? Are these principles, or anyone of them, in
active operation in your souls? Remember, no man must take for
granted that he hath that which he cannot show or produce in time of
need. We are too much in the habit of assuming that we are what we
profess, or what others esteem us, to be. We have too long flattered
ourselves that to have religion was to be formal and devout in doing
Our duty; but if " the time of this ignorance God winked at," bear in
mind, that that" night is far spent, the day is at hand, therefore let us
walk as children of the light and of the day"; and if we would know
true happiness, let us seek it in God's service, and in His ways. Let it
not be vainly imagined that our sacred office makes us religious, or
gives us weight, worth, or dignity. It may do so in the sight of men;
it may cause a servile and unquestioning obedience to our word, and
deference to our opinions, amongst our dependents in this ancient
University; but when we go to work in our Master's vineyard, where
haply we may find those who are infinitely superior to us in all vital
and experimental knowledge and godliness, more deeply acquainted
with the deceitfulness and desperate wickedness of the human heart,
and better taught in the counsels and Covenant of the most High God,
then shall we find that nothing will avail us but our testimony of what
the Lord has done for our own souls, backed and sanctioned by " thus
saith the Lord," and confirmed by a solemn appeal" to the Word and
to the testimony."
But I must hasten to notice, in the second place, the other branch
of my subject; namely, that every man's ronveTsalwn will generally be
=rding to the state 0/ his heart, "for out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh." The wise man hath said, " As he thinketh
in his heart, so is he," and now it is said, "Out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaketh." Whatever occupies the heart will
employ the tongue. Our conversation, our language, is but the rendering audible the thoughts that dwell within. The miser and the specu-
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lator, who make gold their trust, declare the abundance of their hearts,
by conversation about money lost or gained, profits hoped for or
obtained. The epicure, who maketh his belly his god, delights in
talking of viands, and what is teebnically called" good living"; and,
as each man's pleasure leads him hither or thither, so "out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh."
But brethren, this is a mark, a touchstone, an evidence, of our state,
" known and read of all"; and it behoves us not only to look well to
our hearts, but to our conversation. May we be led to seek Divine
grace, to make the tree good, that the fruit may necessarily be good.
May the Lord of the vineyard break off from the wild olive of our
fallen natural state, and graft into the true vine, those amongst us who
are yet in the darkness, death, bondage, and enmity, of our natural
lost state and condition, that such may henceforth" by a good conversation show forth their works with meekness of wisdom."
Now, every heart in this congregation, as in every other assembly,
for what purpose soever called together, is either renewed and" right
with God," or unrenewed, unchanged, and unconverted, and far from God,
so that there is one general division of mankind, according to the
heart-" those that serve God, and those that serve Him not." There
are two great classes unto which all men may be reduced-the seed of
the woman, and the seed of the serpent,. the children of God, and the children
of the evil one,. but it may be well to be more particular, and to specify
those amongst each of these classes, who by their words and conversation declare the state of their hearts before God. The worldling,
whether he be led by the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, or the
pride of life, doth by his conversation declare the state of his heart;
his dogs, his horses, his guns, the card-table, the ball-room, and the
theatre, "the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and all the
sinful lusts of the flesh," are the staple of his conversation, the food
for his empty mind, because the delight of his unsanctified heart.
Let such an one, if any such there be now before me, pause and recall
to his mind the words of inspiration, "The friendship of the world is
enmity with God." But there is a more refined species of worldliness,
more dangerous, because less gross; more seductive, because it leads
men on by all that is noble, energetic, and co=anding in their disposition. I mean the thirst for human l.-nowledge, the throwing of the
whole soul, with all its energies, into the acquisition of knowledge, an
acquaintance with science and with literature, by which the mind is
carried forward sometimes to vain speculations, sometimes to scepticism, often to a neglect of the one thing needful (and in such an
eminent position as this, no small grace is necessary to keep a man
from swimming with the stream); the conversation then, will all turn
upon authors read, works studied, prizes gained, prospects opening to
the ambitious; but let such beware, for God's Word declares that the
world by wisdom knew not God, but that it pleaseth Him, by the
foolishness of preaching, to save them that believe.
The self-righteous man, whose hopes are bnilt upon his own endeav-
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ours, who looks to his own works, and merits, as his ground of acceptance
before God, declares by his words the state of his heart; he thanks
God he is " not as other men are," he prides himself in his fasting, and
his prayers, he boasts of his own goodness, but says nothing in honour
of ·his God and the riches of His grace. He says to the poor in spirit,
" Stand by thyself, I am holier than thou"; thus exhibiting darkness
instead of light, death instead of life, coldness and bondage in place of
that love and liberty which should animate the followers of the Lord
Jesus. Akin to the sell-righteous, and of the same class, is the lortrUJlist
-and does not his conversation declare his state? The holiest place
in the Church, the proper ploce to say his prayers, the peculiar character
and style of his vestments, the subdued light of the church or chapel as
favouring devotion, the number of saints' days observed, the fastings
on stated occasions, the mortification of the body, benefits of auricular
confession and priestly absolution, form subjects of conversation
and of his discourses, which declare plainly that the mind is occupied
with the shell and shadow of religion, while destitute of the kernel
and substance.
Now, however these persons may differ from each other, and among
themselves, there is one thing in which they all agree, to substitute
some other thing, for a foundation to build on, than the work of Jesus;
to seek some other influence than that of the Holy Ghost; and to mark
out some other path than that which God has marked out-namely,
" that through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom of God."
Brethren, men's eyes are upon us; they hear our language, they know
what we say; and whether it be in the more private walk of life, or
whether it be as professed ministers of God's Word, if such as I have
described be the tenor of your discourse, they will say-for God's Word
saith-" There is no light in them."
But how gladly do I turn to the consideration of the conversation
and discourse of those whose hearts abound in love and peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost; who, like the people who are mentioned by
Malachi, "spake often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and
heard it; and a book of remembrance was written before Him, for
them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name"; who
delight to tell what the Lord hath done for their souls; who feel that
it is never out of place to " speak good of His name"; who desire to
make mention of His goodness continually. Their" conversation is
in heaven"; they are ready to give a reason of the hope that is in
them with meekness and fear; their desire is to give God all the glory
of their salvation; they are not ashamed to own Jesus as their Saviour,
to declare that His word is all their trust; His righteousness constitutes
their acceptableness, and secures their acceptance with God. They
can testify with holy Paul, that" whatsoever things were gain," they
now count as loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
their Lord; and that they count them but dung, that they may win
Christ and be found in Him; they own, with the Psalmist, that there
is none in heaven or in earth that they desire in comparison to Him;
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and that, though flesh and heart fail, they know that Christ is the
strength of their heart, and their portion for ever. Theirs is a
chequered path, through sorrow to joy, through death to life,
through darkness to light, by conviction of sin to conviction of righteousness; and as their feelings are, so is often their language. Witness
the holy Psalmist: one time he says, "Hath God forgotten to be
gracious "~ Again he strengthens his heart by exclaiming, "His
mercy endureth for ever." But, whatever difference there may be in
their state as to their own feelings, all agree in this, that the Lord Jesus
is all and in all-all their salvation and all their desae; and that the
great delight of their souls is to be enabled to say, "My beloved is
mine, and I am His."
Now, brethren, if ye know these things, happy are ye; and happy
are the people amongst whom ye may be called to minister, for thus
shall ye be enabled to speak a word in season to him that is weary.
For of the things of which we have spoken this is the sum; that the
heart by nature is evil, and nothing but evil-that God's grace alone
can renew the heart-that God ,vill renew the heart of every one of
those whom He hath chosen, and whom Jesus hath redeemed-that
the renewed heart is the happy recipient of light, life, liberty, and love,
and-that out of this abundance the renewed heart delighteth to
speak. May God grant to both preacher and hearers that they may be
more and more imbued with a love for His truth, zeal for His honour
and glory, and devotedness to His service.
FROM "CONTEMPLATIONS ON THE GOD OF ISRAEL."
By WILLIAM HUNTINGDON, S.S.
To the REV. J. JENKINS, Lewes, Sussex.
•
FELLOW-SERVANT and fellow-sufferer, compamon in travail and
tribulation, peace and truth be with you,-I am glad that you approve
and that anything clear, harmonious, consistent, informing, or establishing, appears to you. I shall therefore propose to bring forth what
little yct remains on my mind, or may yet occur on the sublime subject.
Reason, or the dim light of nature, is a poor guide in this mystery.
Light in the head, without love and reverence in the heart, has a
tendency to exalt. "Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth."
A high look, a stiff neck, and a proud heart, God will not suffer; but
He will dwell with the humble and the contrite, and will own and
acknowledge those that reverence, love, and fear Him. In His light
we sec light; and if teachable and tractable, He will gnide us with
His eye, and lead us by His Spirit; while the inward anointing, which
is the illuminating, renewing, softening and humbling influences of
His grace and the Holy Spirit, which the saints experienee, will teach
them all things necessary to be known or essential to salvation. Our
sufficiency is of God, Who can make us able ministers of the New
Testament; and if He does not make us so able as some are, yet we
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must" minister as of the ability which God giveth; that God in all
things may be glorified through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet. iv. 11). The
indwelling of the Holy Spirit and our unctuous experience of His
divine impressions and influence must regulate all our views, opinions
and conclusions, upon divine subjects. Whatever the understanding
discovers and the mind conceives is always handed down to the soul's
experience of divine power; the Spirit's work in the soul being an
exact and an infallible copy of the revealed mind and will of God in
the Scriptures of truth; on which account the Church is called" the
pillar and ground of the truth" (1 Tim. iii. 15).
The Spirit is the author of the Scriptures, both of the Old Testament
and the New. The Gospel is the ministry of the Spirit (2 Cor. iii. 6).
And the Spirit of Christ, in the prophets of the Old Testament,
.. testified beforehand of the sufferings of Christ, and of the glory that
should follow" (1 Pet. i. 11). And we are told that" the testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy" (Rev. xix. 10). Therefore, whatever
the enlightened understanding discovers and the mind perceives or
conceives, it is immediately handed down to the experience of the
Spirit's teaching within, to see if it be consistent with the anointing
which teacheth all things; and, if it agree with the anointing and has
the sanction of the Holy Spirit, immediately the mind is led to the
written Word for support and confirmation, and the Spirit brings
some word home to the mind which proves and establishes it; and
this witness of God is greater than the witness of all the men in the
world; but if it agree not with the anointing, and if it receive not the
Spirit's sanction, nor any word come in to confirm it, it is rejected,
and cast out, as being contrary to the anointing, " And ye need not
that any should teach you, but as the same anointing teacheth you"
(1 John ii. 27). Whatsoever, therefore, contradicts the Spirit's work
and His teaching, is to be rejected. If my dear brother will attentively observe this inward teaching, he will perceive something of it
all the day long; and without this divine compass, it is in vain to
launch out into the profound depths of divine mysteries, and especially
that of the Holy Trinity. "Canst thou by searching find out God ~
Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection ~ The measure
thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea" (Job xi.
7, 9). "Secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but things
which are revealed belong unto us, and to our children for ever"
(Deut. xxix. 29). And God has promised that He will give us a heart
to know Him. And again, "For all shall know Me, from the least t·o
the greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 11, 12).
I was led into the glorious mystery of the Holy Triuity by the teaching
of God in my own soul. It is written in the prophets, "All thy
children shall be taught of the Lord" (Isa. liv. 13). This passage
our 'Lord quotes: "It is written in the prophets, And they shall be
all taught of God. Every man, therefore, that hath heard, and hath
learned of the Father, cometh unto Me" (John vi. 45). And it is
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added, " No man can come to Me, except the Father, which hath sent
Me draw him" (John vi. 44). Now, from this divine teaching, there
is none of God's elect exempted; they shall be all taught of God.
And the Saviour informs us that, by God here, God the Father is
meant; and He adds, "Every man, therefore, that hath heard, and
hath learned of the Father, cometh unto Me." He must both hen
and learn of the Father before he comes to Christ; nor can any man
come to Christ except the Father draw him; and all such, says Christ,
"I will raise up at the last day" (John vi. 44). From hence we learn
that all the elect are taught of the Father; and that every one of the
Father's pupils comes to Christ; and without being drawn by the
Father, they cannot come; and those that do come shall be infallibly
saved and raised up at the last day.
But then, where is the Father's teaching described 1 How does He
teach us 1 And what do we hear and learn of Him 1 This is what
I will endeavour to make plain. "The Lord knoweth the thoughts
of man, that they are vanity. Blessed is the man whom Thou
chastenest, 0 Lord, and teachest him out of Thy law; that Thou
mayst give him rest from the days of adversity, until the pit be digged
for the wicked" (Ps. xciv. 11-13). Now the schoolmaster, by which
God teaches us, is the moral law ; as for the .ceremonial law, that was
never enjoined to the Gentiles. Out of this law are we taught of God
the Father; and our lessons are prefaced with His chastening rod,
" Blessed is the man whom Thou chastenest and teachest ": and Christ
says, we both hear and learn of the Father. Two things we hear;
first, the chastening rod. "The Lord's voice crieth unto the city,
and the man of wisdom shall see Thy name; hear ye the rod, and
Who hath appointed it" (Micah vi. 9). Here is the voice of the
Lord crying to the chosen, calling to the city of Zion; and here is a
rod that speaks, "Hear ye the rod." Now this is what our Lord
says; we hear, and we learn of the Father; and He teacheth us
out of the law.
The second sound that we hear is called the Lord's voice, and
that cries to the city; and that voice is, by Paul, called a voice
of words; it is "blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and the
sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words" (Heb. xii. 18, 19).
A voice of words, not a life·giving power. And this voice of words
is called a killing letter, or the letter that killeth, which, when
it came to Paul, sin revived, and he died.
And what can
kill us but the curse, or sentence of the ministration of death,
engraven on tables of stone 1 The voice we hear, therefore, is the
curse of the broken law condemning us; the rod that we hear is the
wrath and anger of God smiting, reproving, and rebuking us. This
is what we hear; and the lessons we learn are, the guilt and filth of
sin, the wrath of God, and the enmity of our own hearts. The next
lessons we learn are, the holiness, justice, and terrible majesty of
God. These are the things that we hear and learn of the Father; and
" Everyone that hath heard and learned of the Father," says Christ,
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"cometh unto Me." Now what is that which is promised to this
blessed man, thus chastened and taught out of the law? Why, God
" will give him rest from the days of adversity, until the pit be digged
for the wicked." The thing promised is rest; but who wants rest?
None but those who labour and are heavy laden. The labourer is
he who is toiling under the curse and wrath of God to recommend
himself to God's favour, and to get life by the words of the law; and
hard labour this is. The load that he carries is the guilt that he has
contracted and the corruptions of his heart which the law discovers ;
and this is a sore burden, too heavy for any to bear. Now there is a
voice in the word to such souls, pointing to Christ,\" To whom He said,
This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this
is the refreshing" (Isa. xxviii. 12). The Saviour calls to such souls
also; "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest." But no invitations will do for a poor soul that
finds himself condemned already. And therefore no man can come
to Me, says Christ, except My Father draw him. However, to Christ,
all that are taught of God must come; for the Spirit of God and the
promise of life are both in Him; and into His hands are all the elect
put, and to His foot they must be brought, and be made to hear His
voice and receive the word from His mouth, that they may live. The
fiery law comes first to condemn us to death, and the voice and word
of the Son of God afterwards to raise the dead.
"The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them;
He shined forth from mount Paran, and He came with ten thousands
of saints: from His right hand went a fiery law for them. Yea, He
loved the people; all His saints are in Thy hand: and they sat down
at Thy feet; every one shall receive of Thy words" (Deut. xxxiii.
2, 3). This passage shows that all whom the Father teaches out of
the fiery law must come to Christ, the Great Prophet, and sit down
at His feet to receive of His word. This was the good part wluch
Mary chose-that could not be taken from her. Here Mary Magdalene
sat, and got her pardon and her much love; and here God draws us
all. But how does He draw us?
First.-By causing the storms of Sinai now and then to abate and
the arrows of His quiver to lose their keenness.
Swondly.-By guiding our eyes to the promises, encouragements,
invitations, and kind, pathetic words spoken by the Lord Jesus.
Thirdly.-By causing now and then a ray of light, a beam of hope
and some budding expectations to spring up in our hearts while we
attend to the voice of Christ in the Gospel.
Fourthly.-The dreadful passages of Scripture that pierced us through
get out of sight, and nothing but Christ and His kind dealings with
sinners appear; and while our face is turning to the Lord the veil is
gradually taken away. The more we see of Jesus the softer our souls
get and the more our hearts melt; and the more Christ shines in the
Word, the more we wonder, till His very name appears as a healing
ointment poured forth; and, as the bowels yearn over Him, so faith
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in Him springs up; the Holy Spirit then testifies of Him and presents
Him to view till the understanding becomes susceptible of the light
of His countenance; and then confidence goes out and embraces Him ;
then God accepts us "in the Beloved," and gives us the light of the
knowledge of the glory of Himself in the face of Jesus Christ, while
the Spirit fills us with joy and peace. And here the soul finds " rest
from the days of adversity, till the pit be digged for the wicked" ;
that is, they shall rest safe and secure in Christ Jesus, while the wicked
fill up 'heir own measure; for the wicked are said to dig their own
pit and to fall into their own destruction. This, my dear brother, i.
what the Apostle calls" coming to God the Judge of all; and to Jesus
the Mediator of the New Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling,
that speaketh better things than that of Abel" (Heb. xii. 23, 24).
This is a saving and an experimental knowledge of the holy and blessed
Trinity. We come first to God in a fiery law, when He chastens and
judges us, " that we should not be condemned with the world" (1 Cor.
xi. 32); and then He draws us to Christ and accepts us in Him. And
in Jesus Christ we find rest from both our labour and our load; and,
at the same time, we come into the glorious liberty of the children of
God. The Holy Ghost sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts,
and this casts out wrath, which is a spint of bondage to fear, and all
torment with it; and operates in us as " a Spirit of love, of power,
and of a sound mind." This is an experimental knowledge of the
Holy Trinity, and .uch as none ever experience but the elect of God;
and in this way they are all taught of God: and the experience of
this good work is such as Satan and all his emissaries can never destroy.
No man, made thus wise to salvation, ever dared to set his mouth
against the Holy Trinity, and a fool cannot, for this wisdom is too
high for him.
This is coming to God, "the fountain of living waters" (Jer. ii. 13),
and to the" river, the streams whereof make glad the city of God "
(Ps. xlvi. 4).
Thus. also, saith God: "I will put My law in their inward parts,
and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be
My people" (Jer. xxxi. 33) " And I," saith the Saviour, " will write
upon him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God,
which is New Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from My
God; and I will write upon him My new name" (Rev. iii. 12). And
the Spirit makes us living epistles; "Ye are manifestly declared to
be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with
the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy
tables of the heart" (2 Cor. iii. 3).
The voice of God the Father's love in the heart is: "Yea, I have
loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving-kindness
have I drawn thee."
The voice of the atonement of Christ in the believer's conscience is
pardon, peace and reconciliation with God. And these are better
things than those spoken by the blood of Abel (Heb. xii. 24).
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And the distinct voice of the Holy Ghost in the hearts of all believers
ls. "Abba, Father" (Gal. iv. 6). This divine teaching, my dear
brother, is attended wit,h a holy claim upon God as our own God; and
God will own and acknowledge such. To such God speaks, "Thou
shalt call Me, My Father; and shalt not turn away from Me " (Jer. iii.
19); which is what no man can do, in truth, without the witness and
voice of the Spirit of adoption; for it is He that cries, " Abba, Father."
Such souls, also, claim Jesus for their own, with an infallible witness
in their own souls of the truth of it; which no man can do, in truth,
without the Spirit of God; for, "no man can say that Jesus is the
Lord (with application) but by the Holy Ghost" (1 Cor. xii. 3). Hence
it is plain that the Spirit of God makes us, as He did the prodigal,
arise and go to our Father; which, when spoken by the Spirit, is what
·God will ever own and honour, as He did in that parable; "This is
My son." And though at times unbelief prevails, yet the Spirit subdues
it again and again, as He did in Thomas; "My Lord and my God! "
'These plain truths clearly reveal this most sublime mystery; and these
things the children of God have in their own experience; and it is
.such experience as this that worketh hope. This is submitting to
.divine revelation and not being wise above what is written. And
whatever appears dark to us in the Word of God, we must pray the Lord
to shine upon it, that we may know the mind of the Spirit in it; for
it is in His light that we see light. And," if any man lack wisdom,
let him ask of God, Who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth
not".; and He will guide us by His counsel. But let us for ever shun
the bold intrusions of unhumbled and unsanctified men who are so
.daring and presumptuous; for God will resist such and make their
feet stumble upon the dark mountains; while "the meek will He
.guide in judgment; the meek will He teach His way." Stran~e
notions are daily circulated in town against these things; and such
.men "shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived";
for if the force of truth beat them out of one refuge of lies, the devil
·drives them into another: and being hardened to the last degree, they
can adopt words which one dare not recite and use arguments which
it is scandalous to imitate: but the time will come when God" will
·cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible" (Isa. xiii. 11).
I shall conclude this long epistle with the triune benediction of
.heaven. "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
.and the co=union of the Holy Ghost be with you" (2 Cor. xiii. 14)
.and with all that love our Lord Jesus Christ, now and for evermore.
,So prays, dear brother,
Yours in the ties of immortal love,
W. H.
IF the sun be eclipsed one day, it attracts more spectators than if it
,shone the whole year. So if you co=it one sin, it will cause you
.many sorrows and the world many triumphs.-William Seeker.
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THE KING'S DECLARATION.
THE following able letter from the pen of Mr. Henry Miller appeared
in The Standard of Thursday, June 2nd, 1910:To the Editor of " The Standard."
" Sir,-Amid the diversity of views expressed upon the important
subject of the King's Declaration, there seems a general consent that
the Protestantism of the Throne must be adequately safeguarded. We
who defend the Declaration as it stands, do so for this sole reasonthat we believe it is the only satisfactory guarantee of the personal
Protestantism of the successive occupants of the Throne.
" Mr. Asquith and others assure us that the Protestant succession is
amply secured by the Bill of Rights and the Act of Settlement, without the Declaration. But this evidently was not the opiuion of the
great constitutional lawyers who drafted these Acts, for in both of
them the Declaration is made an essential part of the Revolution
Settlement.
" It is true that the Bill of Rights says that the Monarch must not
be a 'Papist,' but this general prohibition cannot be effectual without
some test by which it can be proved to the satisfaction of 'this
Protestant kingdom' that each Sovereign in turn is not that which
the law says he must not be. The Act of Settlement further provides
that our Kings and Queens shall' join in commuuion with the Church
of England as by law established,' but this guarantee could easily be
eluded. There is no time specified for this' joining,' and it could be
indefinitely postponed by an unwilling Monarch. In Elizabeth's time
men who were Romauists at heart used to ' join in co=uuion with
the Church of England.' What is to prevent a secretly Roman Catholic
King from doing the same thing to-day 1 Again, if the Church were
disestablished, this ' safeguard' would be completely gone.
" Even the Coronation Oath, to ' maintain the Protestant reformed
religion established by law,' is no indication of the Monarch's belief.
There is no law compelling the Sovereign to be crowned at all; and
any man could promise to respect the established religion of his country
and to maintain its legal status without professing to believe its
doctrines. Here again disestablishment would abolish the' safeguard.'
" Some sort of Declaration, then, is a necessity, and the presumption
is in favour of the present one, which has been kept for over two
centuries, and is embedded in the very foundation of the British
Constitution. It is admittedly' effective': but when we examine the
proposed substitutes, we find how utterly useless they are. Thus the
proposal of Lord Salisbury's Government was useless because it did
not explicitly repudiate 'evasion, equivocation, mental reservation,
and dispensations from the Pope.' Mr. Redmond, with a touch of
more than Irish humour, wanted to substitute for the present con-
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demnation of Romish doctrines the Coronation Oath, which does not
pledge the Sovereign personally to any form of religion.
"Lord Llandaff wants the Sovereign to give his consent to the
, doctrines of the Church of England established by law': somewhat
forgetful that even clergy, who have sworn to the Articles, often teach
the very doctrines of Rome which the Articles repudiate. Why not a
King, too? Lord Llandaff's proposal is also to be rejected on other
grounds. While it would not exclude a Roman Catholic, it would
exclude Protestants of every denomination except the Church of
England, for their moral theology does not allow them to subscribe a
declaration in a 'non·natural sense.' At present the Sovereign can be
of any Protestant denomination, provided only that he will 'join in
communion' with the English Church: he may be a Dutch Calvinist
like William Ill., or a German Lutheran like the first two Georges, or
he may be most attached to the Scots Kirk, or lean to Methodism•.
Consequently Nonconformists will be bound to oppose Lord Llandaff's
attempt to put them under a new and important disability. Church·
men, zealous for Church defence, must oppose it no less strongly; for
if it were passed into law the hitherto quiescent Romanist party would
have a very powerful motive for supporting disestablishment. The
repeal of the present Declaration will be the signal for Romanists to
join forces with the Liberation Society for the overthrow of the National
Church.
" Other reasons offered for altering the Declaration appear to be
frivolous. It is objected that the words used are insulting to Roman
Catholics; but the allegation is untrue; for it is the practices of Rome,
not her adherents, which are stigmatised. Roman Catholics can
understand this distinction well enough when they are so minded.
At the Eucharistic Congress the Duke of Norfolk called the Declaration
, a most blasphemous and outrageous collection of words and phrases,
which would shock the ears of any decent man.' Unless his grace
admits that his own words were an outrageous defamation of his King,
he cannot urge that the Declaration is really an insult to Roman
Catholics; and, mutatis mutandis, this applies to most assailants of
the Declaration.
" It is declared to be 'offensive' to Roman Catholics. As its sole
ra,:Son d'etre is to be a formula which a Roman Catholic cannot sub·
scribe, it obviously must be a document' offensive to Roman Catholics.'
Some persons, however, assume the point they have to prove when
they assert that it is 'needlessly offensive.' The history of the
Declaration disposes of this statement. At the Reformation it was
found impossible to place devotees of the Papacy in positions of trust
in a Protestant kingdom, and, therefore, all office·bearers were obliged
to take an oath which asserted the royal, without expressly denying
the Papal, supremacy. This proved ineffectual, and in 1605 a new
oath was devised which did explicitly repudiate Papal supremacy in
its worst aspects; yet this, too, was a failure. Consequently, in 1673,
a declaration was adopted expressly repudiating the doctrine of
28
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'Transubstantiation, because, though the Pope could' dispense' the oaths
'Of supremacy, he could not dispense for the denial of dogma (Von
~anke, 'History of England,' vo!. 3, pp. 538-541). This first' Test'
was a mere denial of Transubstantiation, without any epithets what'ever, but it had the amazing result of unmasking the secret popery of
.James Duke of York and the cabal. However, other crypto-Romanists
'of that day seem to have got round even this, so that the second Test
Act (1678) became necessary, which, after reciting that the previous
Test' had not had the desired effects,' proceeds to enact the present
form of the declaration; and thus, after more than a century, England
found an ' effective' test for a secret Romanist. It is idle to say that
the Declaration is 'needlessly offensive,' when England was slowly
-driven step by step to this very form by the matchless and untiring
-duplicity of the Papacy. Nothing but a clear denial of Roman doctrine,
and a strong abjuration of the practical system of Roman Catholic
worship, is a real safeguard against the accession of a secret Romanist ;
for nothing else will constitute the unpardonable sin of ' apostasy.'
"This is the crux of the discussion. Many excellent and wellmeaning Protestants have said that they would like to alter the
Declaration so as not to give offence to Roman Catholics, but they all
misunderstand the point at issue, and appear to think that a softening
of the phrase 'superstitious and idolatrous' is all that is required.
But what the Romanists want is a deletion of all specification of their
.aoctrines and worship; but the Declaration would then be stultified.
Lord. Llandaff, at the Eucharistic Congress on September 9, 1908,
spoke as follows; "What makes the Declaration an offence and a
grievance to Catholics is precisely this repudiation and condemnation
of doctrines which they hold sacred, made by the Sovereign publicly,
audibly, before his assembled Parliament, on the most solemn
-ceremonial occasion of his reign . . . . whether that repudiation is
accompanied with scurrilous epithets or not is comparatively unimportant.' Or, to take the Tablet of May 28, which affirms that;
, The Roman Catholic leaders,' for whom the paper speaks, , will make
it very clear that no toning down of the Declaration will suffice. It is
not the grossness of the King's denial of our faith that makes the outrage, but the fact that at the most solemn moment of his reign he
should be called upon to select the central and most sacred doctrine
of the religion of the great majority of Christians for public repudiation.'
1£ Protestants would realize what lies behind the clamour about' insult,'
they would see that Rome desires no genuine amendment of the
Declaration, but simply to leave open the British Throne for one of
her own votaries. Merely to modify the wording of the Declaration
would be a senseless proceeding, for it would not satisfy the Romanists,
whereas it would deeply offend a vast munber of Protestants.
" I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
"HENRY MILLER,
"S~,.etar!l, the Ghurch Association,
«

13 and 14, Buc7.;ingham Street, Strand, W.G."

The Gospel Magazine

--

4S5

Mr. WaIter Walsh had the following letter III the Times of
May 12th:"The Church of Rome in this country has thought fit to force on
public attention,. at a moment when the nation is mourning the loss of
a beloved King, a highly controversial subject-viz., the revision or
abolition of the King's Protestant Declaration. Its advocates have only
one ostensible excuse for their demand. They object to it in ita present
form because of ita alleged' insulting' language. I say' ostensible,'
because the real reason is that the Declaration is a very effective barrier
in the way of any Roman Catholic Prince ascending the Throne. As
the Rev. Dr. Edwin Burton, Vice·President of St. Edmund's Roman
Catholic College, Old Hall, wrote ouly last year :-' When the last
vestiges of disabilities reserved by the Emancipation Act are removed,
and the restrictions upon the Sovereign and those in the direct line of
succession are abolished, we shall enter upon our full inheritance of
freedom.' (' Life of Bishop Challoner,' Vo!. ii., p. 181).
" Here we see the real object of the present agitation. Is it wise
for Protestants to remove or weaken one of the outposts in order that
the Church of Rome may capture the citadel? It was the Roman
Catholic Tablet which, in ita issue for March 30th, 1901, said that
a change in the Declaration 'by which this concrete disavowal [of
Transubstantiation] would be omitted would, as Lord Salisbury justly
pointed out, have the significance of something more than a mere
omission. It would be to them [Protestanta] the hauling down of
their flag on a fortress which has been their point of vantage.'
" I think, Sir, that Protestanta who wish to retain the Declaration
in ita present form may, when ita alleged 'insulting' language is
denounced by Roman Catholics, justly and fairly say to them, 'If
you want to wash our faces, at least come to the task with clean hands.'
, Cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see
clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye.' Cursing is the
worst form of insult. Does the Church of Rome never use this form
of insult? Let us see. Every priest of hers in this country, and
every layman or woman joining her communion, is required to declare,
on their oath, that they' particularly' profess and accept the canons
and decrees of the Council of Trent, and' reject and anathematize all
things contrary thereto.' The official decisions of this Council contain
no fewer than 126 curses or anathemas. It curses nearly every doctrine
held dear by Protestanta, and not the doctrines ouly, but the persons
also who hold the doctrines. 'Let him be anathema' is the curse
attached to each decision, and hurled against everyone who dares to
oppose it. The' Catholic Dictionary' teaches that those anathematized
by the Church of Rome 'must, if they continue obstinate, perish
eternally.' We thus see that every layman and woman joining the
Church of Rome in this country, and everyone of her priests, is required
to curse, or anathematize, every unrepentant non-Roman Catholic,
from the King on the Throne down even to their own unrepentant
fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters, and to grossly insult them by
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declaring that they are on the high road to perish eternally if they
refuse to accept the doctrines of the Council of Trent. Now, if our
King were required, in his Declaration, to declare that, in his opiuion,
everyone upholding the Sacrifice of the Mass and Transubstantiation
must, unless they repent, 'perish eternally'; and if he were also
required to declare that evcry person who upholds the Mass is accursed,
then indeed the Roman Catholics might have cause for complaint,
even though by so doing he were merely following their example.
Our Sovereign, however, is required but once, and once only, in a,
lifetime, to declare that certain doctrines of the Church of Rome-not
persons-' are superstitious and idolatrous'; while Roman Catholic
priests, and those who secede to Rome, are every year, and all the
year round, being pledged and sworn to maintain these 126 curses and
insults! We thus see the hollowness and hypocrisy of this Roman
Catholic outcry against alleged' insults.' They are not insults, and
were never intended as such, but necessary safeguards of the
Protestantism of the Throne of this Protestant Kingdom. We do not
wish to insult Roman Catholics. The declaration as it is has for 200
years been successful in keeping a Roman Catholic from the Throne.
I earnestly appeal to all who realize that the Papacy is as much a
political and foreign power as it is a religious, to maintain the King's
Protestant Declaration as it stands, unimpaired and unaltered. We
do not want the days of James n. repeated in these realms. The
religious liberties of Protestants can never be entrusted to a Roman
Catholic Sovereign."
NEO-EVANGELICALISM NOT PURE CHRISTIANITY.
By THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A., RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT,
BRISTOL.

Front the "ROCK," December 19th, 1879.
WHAT is Christianity 1 The religion of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
Who was from all eternity appointed in the counsels of the Eternal
Trinity to satisfy the justice of God, which was outraged in the fall
of man, and to extend the benefits of that satisfaction to the complete
and final justification, reconciliation, and restoration of a family of
men taken from among the ruined race and called God's Church, made
glorious, spotless, complete in Jesus, perfect before God, and unchargeable with a single fault, even in the eyes of such a holy being as He is.
It is made" meet for the Master's use "-for His presence and His
glory-all by the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, Who has
paid" to the uttermost farthing" the Church's debt to God without
any human or other agency whatever, so that the salvation secured to
the Church and every member of it is due to sovereign love, mercy,
and grace alone, of which God purposes it to be a monument for ever;
and therefore will not allow anything to appear in it from first to last
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but what is of Himself, that it may be "to the praise of the glory of
His grace."
The only means by which each member of Christ's redeemed Church
becomes a partaker of this salvation is faith or trust in the Lord Jesus,
proclaimed to him in the Gospel or good news of pardon, peace,
resurrection, life, through divine grace only. The power of faith is in
the Word and by the Holy Spirit.
What is anti-Christianity 1 Satan's travestie, burlesque, and
counterfeit of G:od's plan of salvation, which gives the lie to Christ's
work from beginning to end, and therefore is itaelf one monster lie in
principle and practice.
. 1. Its Church is human, carnal, earthly.
2. Its salvation is conditional on participation in certain human
rites called sacraments.
3. It employs a human priesthood, and proposes to offer to God
bloodless sacrifices.
4. It approaches God through certain superstitious observances,
postures of the body, days, ceremonies, vestments, ornaments, furniture,
stationery, painting, cloths, vessels, etc., all to perish in the using.
5. By penances and self-mortifications it represents God as crnel,
tyrannical, and unjust.
6. It ignores the work of Jesus by representing the sinner as still
bound to servitude and suffering for sin.
7. It makes man the enlister of the eternal resting of his fellow-man.
In short, it contradicts at every point the bl~ssed system of salvation
by grace, and is a scheme of lying, imposture, blasphemy, cruelty,
perjury, impurity, cupidity, dishonesty, hatred, strife, murder, idolatry,
and everything abhorrent to the religion of the "holy, harmless,
undefiled Jesus."
What is gennine Evangelicalism 1 It is pure Christianity, without
any admixture of anti-Christianity whatever.
What is Neo-Evangelicalism 1 It is Christianity imperfectly purged
from the anti-Christianity under which it once lay and was smothered.
It should have emerged completely, but it has not done so; it is now
cumbered and disfigured with not a few marks of the old leaven, which
remove it far from the simple and beautiful scheme of "grace in
believing" which Jesus wrought. Neo-Evangelicalism involves1. Mistaking a visible Church, composed of saints and sinners, for
the sign of the Lamb's unity.
2. Claiming God's favour for membership in such a Church.
3. Elevating Episcopacy to a divine ordinance.
4. Assuring for it pecnliar blessings from God.
5. Attaching a sacerdotal character to the ministry.
6. Claiming a virtue ex opere operata for the sacraments.
7. Paying superstitious reverence to places and things.
8. Attaching a superstitious importance to words, signs, postures,
dresses, etc.
.
9. The chancel, with all its superstitious pretensions.
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10. The font considered at least a fountain of life.
11. Modes of worship suited to carnal tastes.
12. Painting and sculpture forbidden of God.
13. Undue veneration for the Prayer-book.
14. Depreciation of pulpit work.
15. Reverence for the Church and its furniture.
16. Church brotherhood, elevated in practice above Christ brotherhood.
17. Church subjects all engrossing.
18. Importance of antiquity, apostolicity, traditional precedent, etc.
19. Dignitaries and their pretentions.
20. The world and its attractions.
None of these belong to the religion of J esns. They do belong, all
of them, to the religion of Satan. If, therefore, Evangelicalism be true
Christianity, what is that Evangelicalism mixed with so many elements
of anti-Christianity 1
"IN ALL THY WAYS ACKNOWLEDGE HIM, AND HE
SHALL DIRECT THY PATHS."-PRov. iii. 6.
COMMIT thou all thy griefs
And ways into His hands,
To His sure truth and tender care
Who earth and heaven commands.
Who points the clouds their course,
Whom winds and seas obey;
He shall direct thy wandering feet,
He shall prepare thy way.
Thou on the Lord rely,
So safe shalt thou go on ;
Fix on His work thy steadfast eye,
So shall thy work be done.
No profit canst thou gain
By self-consuming care;
To Him commend thy cause; His ear
Attends the softest prayer.
Thy everlasting truth,
Father! Thy ceaseless love,
Sees all Thy children's wants, and knows
What best for each will prove.
And whatsoe'er Thou will'st
Thou dost, 0 King of kings;
What Thy unerring wisdom chose
Thy power to being brings.
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Thou everywhere hast sway,
And all things serve Thy might:
Thy every act pure blessing is,
Thy path unsullied light.
When Thou arisest, Lord,
Who shall Thy work withstand ~
When all Thy children want, Thou giv'st;
Who, who shall stay Thy hand ~

,

Give to the wind thy fears;
Hope and be undismayed;
God hears thy sigh and counts thy tears,
God shall lift up thy head:
Through waves and clouds and storms,
He gently clears thy way;
Wait thou His time; so shall this night
Soon end in joyous day.
Still heavy is thy heart!
Still sink thy spirits down!
Cast of! the weight, let fear depart,
And every care be gone.
What though thou rulest not,
Yet heaven and earth and hell
Proclaim, God sitteth on the throne,
And ruleth all things well!
Leave to His sovereign sway
To choose and to command;
So shalt thou wondering own His way;
How wise, how strong His hand!
Far, far above all thought
His counsel shall appear,
When fully He the work hath wrought
That caused thy needless fear.
Thou seest our weakness, Lord:
Our hearts are known to Thee:
Oh, lift Thou up the sinking hand,
Confum the feeble knee.
Let us in life, in death,
Thy steadfast truth declare,
And publish with our latest breath
Thy love and guardian care !

•
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THE LATE REV. A. E. ALDRIDGE, M.A.

WE deeply regret to record that our aged friend, the Rev. A. E.
Aldridge, was removed from our midst last night (Thursday, June
16th). We have no regrets in regard to him. He had long been ripe
for glory, and we know that He is now" present with the Lord."
Our dear friend had attained a very advanced age, and had felt
it necessary a few years ago to retire from active service, but for
upwards of fifty years he had been Vicar of Worton, near Devizes.
He was a firm believer in the great doctrines of grace, and loved to
dwell on God's everlasting love and Christ's Headship over His people.
Often have we heard him quote the words, " And gave Him to be the
Head over all things to the Church." He was a regular reader of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and a warm friend of its beloved Editor, and
also of the late Rev. J. C. Martin. Possibly we may give a more
extended notice of our friend in a later issue of the Magazine. May
the Lord raise up other witnesses to " testify the Gospel of the grace
of God."
T. H.

Q!orref:lpoubf1lce.
THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor

0/

the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-A chaplain to sailors acknowledging the receipt of one
of our boxes of books, writes, " Best thanks for such a valuable box of
books so kindly sent for our brave sailors. They have suffered terribly
in the recent gales. We shall be glad at any time to receive further
gifts from you." And another says, "Many thanks for your kind
thought in sending the two boxes." With such grateful acknowledgments, I would once more earnestly entreat the continued kind help and
sympathy of your readers in tlJis God-honoured work amongst our
soldiers and sailors. The pressing need for Gospel literature in all
parts calls for our earnest attention, and it would greatly cheer me if
the funds were increased to enable me again to send a good snpply to
the various stations in India. May the Lord gracionsly lay it upon
the hearts of His people.
I rejoice to read through God's mercy you have realized signs of
improvement, and trust such will continue, through His good hand
upon you.
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD, BATH ROAD:
R. E. BRIDER.
BRISTOL, June, 1910.

•
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"NOT SO, MY FATHER."
this," said a poor man to a Christian friend, "God leaves us
in the wilderness to teach us He win be Master, and grind our wins
to powder."
Now, reader, this is a truth you are learning, but it is a hard lesson,
and you would slip out of it if you could. Oh, the struggles of a child
of grace to have the upper hand of God, to hold the check-string, to be
master; to have the win left in the unbroken block of perversity and
self-reliance as it came to us in Adam. "But this shan not be," saith
God. The royal race, beloved of the Lord, bought with ~Iood and
caned by the Spirit, must be educated for heaven; hence the discipline
of the way; the hard lessons, the humbling providences, the mistakes,
the fears, the fans, the temptations, the absence of light, the torment
of a peculiar temperament, the power of the plague within the body of
sin and death, that mars all our comfort and makes us groan, being
burdened, so that the good we would, we do not, but the evil that we
would not, we do.
"Not so, my Father," breaks from us at every turn. And what
does an this say, but that God win be Master, and means to grind our
will to powder 1 Therefore, the best place under heaven for a child
of God is unreserved submission. "Be still and know that I am God."
You struggle, fret, Idck, pray to be rid of your cross, the galling yoke
that tries you, be it what it may-but have you succeeded 1 What
have you ever got by rebellion 1 What has all your plunging and
contention gained 1 A sore back, and ,,:n angry bosom. You have
cried for deliverance. Has it come 1 "Further off than ever," say
you. Oh! if those weapons of warfare were laid down, if mighty
grace were to bring your will into sweet harmony with the will of
God, if a cheerful satisfaction with the pathway marked out by God
for you were to take the place of this secret opposition to the Lord's
dealings, if the Lord were to change the prayer from, " Father, save
me from this hour," to" Father, glorify Thy name," if He were to turn
the" Not so, my Father" to "The win of the Lord be done," what
happy effects would fonow! What a sweet exchange there would then
be of " beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heaviness"; a willing obedience to do or suffer
according to the good pleasure of God; and sweet reconciliation to the
daily cross, whereby we are taught our daily lessons.
But, dear child of God, there is a need-be for all our exercises. He
says, Whose word is truth, " I know the thoughts that I think towards
you, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end."
The Lord win appear in His own time for your help, or give what is
far better than any temporary deliverance, a win in divine union
with. His own-one' will between you and your God, and thus an
experimental recognition of a risen Christ, as Rabboni, my Master.From an old GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

" I

--

BELIEVE
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF THE LATE MRS. HOBLYN,
OF BATH.
I AM sorry to find you are in the old road again-trouble and perplexity;
but there is no getting on Zionward without it. I heave, rebel, kick
and plunge against the cross, but I believe in my soul the saints get
all their blessings out of the cloud. That word fell sweetly into my
heart a few days ago, " Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious
fruits of the earth, imd hath long patience for it." He must wait over
the ploughing time, when every indigenous root in nature's cursed
soil must be turned up, brought to the surface, discovered, and
abhorred. He must wait over the fallow·time, when waste and desolate
the soul lies, to all appearance disowned by God and man; sin dis·
covered, but nothing else revealed. He must wait over the sowing-time,
when God comes and drops in the seed of grace, the whispers of His
love and the comforts of the promises, the assurance of salvation
and all the bliss of a day of espousals. I was once in this place, and
then I thought patience and I might part company. Surely now
there was no need for the exercise of this grace. But I forgot. the word
which says, -" Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened
except it die." Oh, who but God's quickened ones know anything of
this sentence of death which befalls every grace, every budding hope,
every spoken promise, every remembered experience, till the soul is
hunted out of self·trust, and brought to feel the need of Him who says,
" I am the resurrection and the life; he that believeth in Me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live." Long patience, indeed, is needed to
wait over this death. I may better say" deaths oft " ; for it is not once
and done with. I believe these deaths are of constant recurrence to a
child of God, and the blessings upon which God puts no death have
not come from the hand of Him Who is the Resurrection and the
Life.
This sign of the cross marks the blessings that come from the God of
Jacob, while it tries the long patience of the heirs of salvation, the true
Israel. At such times unbelief is heard to whisper, "Thy daughter is
dead; why troublest thou the Master any further 1" God hath
forgotten to be gracious; thy prayers and sighs and cries are vain;
the promises made thee are dead and buried, and nothing fits thy case
but Moses' expostulation, "Lord, wherefore hast Thou so evil entreated
this people 1 neither hast Thou delivered Thy people at aIL" But,
" Let patience have her perfect work," and then we shall see what the
living God can do; for," It came to pass at the end of the 430 years(long patience that interval required)-even the self·same day it came
to pass, that' all the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt."
Ah, Moses! unbelief cut thy patience short when thou saidst, " Neither
hast Thou delivered Thy people at aiL" The husbandman needs long
pmWme, and this is the gift of Him who says, "I am the Resurrection
and the Life."
L.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
(FROM The English Ohurchman, JUNE 2ND, 1910.)
SERMON BY THE REV. J. J. BEDDOW.
THE City Church of St. Stephen, Coleman Street, was once again, by
the kindness of the Vicar (the Rev. J. W. Pratt) and the Churchwardens,
placed at the disposal of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, on Thurs·
day evening last, for the annual sermon. The plain Scriptural service
was participated in by a large congregation, consisting of deeplyinterested supporters of the Society, to the majority of whom this
opportunity of hearing its claims advocated and contributing to its
maintenance is a yearly pleasure. The Rev. J. W. Pratt read the
prayers, and the hymns were sung with reverence and heartiness.
The preacher was the Rev. J. J. Beddow, Vicar of Drypool, Hull,
who took as his text 2 Tim. ii. 7 (R.V.): "I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is
laid up for me the'crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at that day." Mr. Beddow prefaced his discourse
by saying that whilst he valued very highly the privilege of occupying
that position he regretted very deeply the cause which led the Committee to invite him there. His friend and brother in the ministry,
the Rev. James Ormiston, had occupied that position for a period of
seventeen years, and had pleaded the cause of the Society with great
earnestness. He was sure the friends of the Society would sympathize
very affectionately with him in the great trial through which he was
passing. Some of them had seen his latest message in the Gospel
Magazine for June. They would pray that he might be restored in
some measure to health and strength, and that in the varied labours in
which he was employed their heavenly Father would continue to
support and uphold him.
Proceeding, Mr. Beddow said he was glad to say he was not altogether
a stranger to the work of the Society itself. For some years two
members of his congregation had been pensioners of the Society. One
of them had been the most mellow Christian with whom it had been
his pleasure to hold intercourse. When he received the Committee's
invitation that pensioner was passing away. He died a few hours
later at the ripe old age of ninety-one years. He (the preacher) could
very sincerely support what was said in the report for 1909 in connection with such cases. The deceased pensioner of whom he was speaking
had been long disabled himself, he had a widowed sister heavily affiicted,
he lived with a sister, the wife of a working man, who had suffered
much from trade losses. The Report observed of cases like that: "It
is safe to say that, but for the permanent and regular payment of the
pensions, many of those now upon the books would be compelled to
se.ek the shelter of the workhouse, and thus give up their little homes,
part with their few pieces of furniture, and in uncongenial society pass
the remainder of their days. Many a daughter is now enabled to have
her mother with her till the last; many a group of grandchildren feel
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the hallowed influence of a gracious life, and many an aged couple with
the sweet influence of home about them dwell together till death do
them part. 'The household of faith' is the spiritual designation of
those whom the Society was formed to assist, and concerning whom
Sir Waiter Scott wrote, 'The noblest views of the Divine government
to which I have listened have been uttered by those dwelling in the
vales of poverty, but unquestionably those who are heirs of the pro·
mises of God.''' He (the preacher) might say that one of the possessions he valued most highly was a manuscript book written by an aged
pensioner, in his own hand, in which there were choice sentences from
.his own pen and many beautiful extracts from the pens of others. He
earnestly commended the Society to their continued sympathy and
support. He was happy to know they had no fewer than 1,684
pensioners in various parts of Great Britain, including 180 inmates of
their Homes. It required the sum of £43 a day to support them, and
he was sure the good done was incalculable. They had anticipated by
100 years Old Age Pensions. The pensions given by the Society were
given to the best of cases, the members of the family of Grace.
. Coming directly to his text, Mr. Beddow described the Apostle,
" Paul the aged," in his last days in Rome, and dealt in passing with
his various exhortations to Timothy. The Greek word translated
"fight," he observed, was the one from which we derived our word
"agony." The word used for the agony in Gethsemane was the same
expression. It conveyed a sense of strenuous persistent wrestling,
and the idea of wrestling in carrying on spiritual warfare was familiar
to the Apostle. "Fight the good fight" was the same expression as
"wrestle the good wrestle." He had to contend against the world,
the flesh, and the devil, the great trinity of evil. It was remarkable
in the Apostle's character to notice the combination between the
power of the Divine sovereignty and the zealous watchfulness on the
part of the Apostle himself. They would remember the wonderful
passage in 1 Cor. ix., where, speaking of the Christian ministry and the
care and watchfulness which were essential for the due discharge of its
obligations, Paul said," I therefore so run not as uncertainly, so fight I not
as one that beateth the air, but I keep under my body and bring it under
subjection lest by any means when I have preached to others I myself
should be a castaway," or, as the Greek literally meant, should be
" unapproved" as to his ministry-saved in Christ but running not
according to the regulations of the spiritual warfare, he would fall short
of accomplishing what he should otherwise accomplish by the grace of
God. That was his view of responsibility for the ministerial office.
There were the safety and security, the Divine security in Christ, but
there was the need for watchfulness so long as they were in an enemy's
territory, where Satan was transformed even into an angel of light.
That afternoon, Mr. Beddow said, he had seen the Church of St.
Mary, Woolnoth, where the sainted John Newton ministered for many
years. Many of those present might ha:ve read the tablet in the church
:to the memory ·of the sweet singer of Israel, "John Newton, Clerk,
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once an infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves in Africa, was by the
rich mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ preserved, restored, pardoned, and
. appointed to preach the Faith he had long laboured to destroy. . . ."
There again they had the history of Paul the Apostle. God had been
carrying on His work ever since in those vessels of mercy brought out
of the pit of destruction and planted not merely on the rock but in the
rock. John Newton would say that he had been saved by grace that
he might be enabled by the same grace to fight the good fight of faith.
That was what the Apostle claimed. He laid the foundation in the
grace of God, and he claimed by that grace of God he was what he was,
but that grace was not in vain entrusted to him.
In a further reference to the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, later in
the sermon, Mr. Beddow said it was a factor which commended the
Society to their support that in its trust deed it held forth the principles
of their faith. It adhered to the grand truths of the Scriptures, it
proclaimed the doctrine of the Trinity, the essential Divinity and
sinless humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ. It proclaimed Christ as the
God-man Mediator, it held out the great fact of the Personality and the
Godhead of the Holy Spirit, the Fall of Man, the efficacious grace of
God, the doctrine of justification by faith, regeneration and sanctification by the Holy Spirit, and the final perseverance of the saints. That
was the old Evangelical creed. So the Society asked them in supporting
that great cause, the cause which it had at heart to carry on, to hold
aloft the banner of the faith, and strengthen their hands in maintaining
their witness for the truth and in the building up of the closing periods
of their lives, the aged pilgrims who were nearing their journey's end.
They prayed that the Lord might prosper their work.

1lJ a~~tng

1.6l1entl'l.

A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE KING'S LETTER TO HIS PEOPLE.-The following letter from the
King has been received by the Secretary of State for the Home
Department :MARLBOROUGH HOUSE,
22nd May, '1910.
To My PEOPLE,
The voice of affection and of loving devotion to the memory of
my dear Father which has come from every part of the Empire, the
outward public demonstrations, especially those in the capital during
the two stages of his passing to his last resting-place, and the pathetic
manner in which vast multitudes of his loving subjects patiently and
reverently awaited opportunity to pay a last tribute to his memory,
have profoundly touched me and my whole family.
A sorrow so sudden and unlooked for might well have been overwhelming. But the sentiments evoked by it have made me realize
l
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that it is a loss common to me and my people; they share it with me ;
I do not stand alone.
With such thoughts I take courage, and hopefully look into the
future; strong in my faith in God, trusting my people, and cherishing
the Laws and Constitution of my beloved Country.
GEORGE, R. I.
ROYAL CLEMENCY.-King George has signalized his accession to the
throne by a remission of sentence to criminals in gaol and pardon to
naval and military prisoners. On Monday morning, May 23rd, in
every prison chapel in the country, the proclamation of the King's
act of clemency was read, to the surprise and joy of thousands of
prisoners, to whom this was the first intimation of the royal act of
grace.
.
In England and Wales there are sixty places of detention distinguished
officially as local prisons and convict prisons. At the present time
there are about 18,000 prisoners in local prisons and 2000 in convict
prisons.
The official notices of the King's gracious act were
despatched to the governors of prisons on Saturday, May 21st,
with a request that it should be made known to the prisoners
on the following Monday morning at the services which are
held uniformly at a quarter-past eight. In the case of convict
prisons the arrangements were somewhat different, and the
announcement was made at the cease-labour parade, just after eleven
o'clock. Owing to the stringency of Home Office regulations, prison
officials were unable to give detailed information as to incidents in
tneir establishments, but inquiries show that the proclamation was
received with a general display of rejoicing.
At Pentonville, which receives all the short-sentence prisoners from
the police courts of the metropolis, with a few convicts whose licences
are revoked for offences while on ticket-of-leave, there was a remarkable
sequel to the proclamation. At the Church of England service,
attended by about 800 prisoners, the governor, addressing them, said
that they all honoured and respected the late King, and now he had a
message for them from the new King. A moment of surprise and
tension followed. When the details of the remission of sentences were
completed the assembled prisoners broke into hearty cheers, and sang
with fine effect" God Save the King." The organist joined in the
spontaneous outburst of music. The Roman Catholics and the Jews
were specially paraded to hear the glad news, and they, too, showed
their gratitude.
THE KING'S DECLARATION.-At the great Protestant Demonstration,
under the auspices of the Church Association, which was held in the
Queen's Hall, London, on June 6th, in opposition to any alteration
in the King's Protestant Declaration, the following resolution was
carried amid cheers :" That in view of the action proposed to be taken by his Majesty's
Government by introducing a Bill modifying the wording of the Royal
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Declaration, this meeting respectfully deprecates inflaming the passions
of the people by re-opening grave questions which lie at the very foundation of the British Constitution as laid down in the Bill of Rights and
the Act of Settlement, by which the civil and religious liberties of this
Protestant nation have been rendered seCUl'e since the expulsion of the
last Roman Catholic Monarch, J ames n. That it is evident, from
the repeated failures of successive Governments to meet the demands
of the Roman Catholic leaders, that no alteration of the language of
the Declaration that does not make it totally ineffectual for its pUl'pose
will ever satisfy their reqnirements. That as they admit that the
present wording of the Declaration is effective to prevent any Roman
Catholic from ascending the Throne; and as this meeting entirely
concurs in that view, it deems it imperative to maintain the Declaration
in its .present form. This meeting therefore pledges itself to offer a
determined resistance to every attempt to tamper with this great
constitutional safeguard."
Six hundred copies of the following leaflet are being circulated in Bath.
We would strongly urge similar action in other constituencies :THE KING'S PROTESTANT DECLARATION.-AlI who feel that no
alteration should be made in the above should write at once to the
Right Hon. H. H. Asquith, M.P., the Right Hon. A. J. BalfoUl', M.P.,
and to their representatives in Parliament, strongly Ul'ging that they
should give no countenance to the proposal to alter the King's
Protestant Declaration. Letters should be directed to the House
of Commons, Westminster, London.

I

THE POPE'S NEW ENCYCLICAL.-In the recent Encyclical of Pius X.,
issued on the occasion of the three hnndredth anniversary of the
canonization of Saint Charles Borromeo, the following words relating
to the Protesta-nt Reformers have caused a great stir in Germany :" They called the perversion of faith and morals reform and themselves reformers. In truth they were seducers, and while they exhausted
the strength of EUl'ope in strife and war, they prepared the way for
the upheaval and decadence of modern times, in which three sorts of
strife that were formerly separated, and from which the Church always
emerged victorious, were united-the bloody struggles of early times, the
internal plague of heresies, and, finally, under the name of Evangelical
freedom, that corruption of morals and perversion of discipline to
which the Middle Ages hardly reached."
The result of the protest of the Prussian Government is stated as
follows by the correspondent of the Standard:Berlin, June 14.
"The Vatican has replied to the protest lodged by the Prussian
Government concerning the subject matter of the Encyclical on St.
:Charles Borromeo by an expression of regret that certain passages
.should have been regarded with pain by Prussian Protestants; a

,
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denial of any intention to wound the feelings of German Protestants
or German princes; by the promise of the issue of an order to all
Roman Catholic Bishops in Germany to refrain from publishing the
Encyclical in any way, either by printing it or by announcing it from
the pulpit; and finally, by giving its consent to the publication of a
document over the signature of the Cardinal Secretary of State, Merry
del Val, formulating these expressions of regret and apology. In view
of this action on the part of the Vatican, the Prussian Government
claims a diplomatic victory, for it holds that the reply of the Vatican
to the protest of the Prussian Minister constitutes an apology and a
withdrawal of the matter of which complaint was made. The correspondence between the Prussian Government and the Papal Secretary
of State is published this evening, and it makes it clear that Rome
has withdrawn the Encyclical so"far as this country is concerned.
"Whether militant German Protestants \vill interpret the Vatican's
very carefully worded note in the same sense remains to be seen.
The Vossiche Zeitung publishes a telegram from Rome, which states
that the extreme party within the Vatican complains that Cardinal
Merry del Val has gone too far in meeting the wishes of the Prussian
Government. On the other hand, it may be anticipated that many
German Protestants will express the opinion that the Government has
stood too much in awe of the Roman Catholic Centre party in the
Reichstag and the Prussian Diet to show the necessary energy in dealing with the Vatican, and that the same feeling of respect on the part
of the numerically predominant party in the Imperial Legislature makes
the Prussian Foreign Office, which is identical with the Imperial Foreign
Office, willing to interpret the reply of the Vatican as a diplomatic
victory, whereas nothing is more obvious, they may argue, than the
evasion on the part of Rome, of the apology which it was desired to
extract. The action of the King of Saxony, who, although himself a
Roman Catholic, addressed a strong protest to the Pope on the subject
of the Encyclical, has aroused extraordinary enthusiasm throughout
Protestant Germany, and at the same time has given occasion for the
levelling of reproaches at other German ruling Kings, Grand Dukes,
and Princes, that they have remained silent on the subject. The only
one who is exempted from this censure is the Grand Duke of SaxeWeimar, who has given permission for the holding of an open-air
meeting in the grounds of the historical castle of Wartburg, near
Eisenach, which is his property, the object of which is to protest against
the Borromeo Encyclical."
THE REGENCY BILL.-In introducing the Regency Bill on June 15th,
Mr. Asquith said :-" Finally, following precedent, it disables the
Regent if while holding that office she should become reconciled to, or
hold communion with, the Church of Rome, or profess the Roman
Catholic religion, or should marry a person professing that religion,
from continuing to exercise or hold the office of Regent." The bill
provides that Queen Mary shall be Regent should the necessity arise.

