THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
H

COMPORT TB, OOHFORT YE MY PBOPLE, SllTH YOUR GOD."

.. ENDEAVOURnlG TO KEEP TaR UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEAOE."
u

No. 547,
NEW SERIES.

}

JF..9US CIIRIST, THE SA.ME YESTERDAY, AND TO-DA.Y, A...JiD I!'OR EVER."

JULY, 1911.

f

===================

Wl)c ..1fatntlll

No. 1,747,

lOLD

SERlE8

~orttt)n;

OR. WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUI(SEL, AI(D COMFORT.

" 'Yha comforteth us in all our tribul3,tion, that we Dlay be a.ble to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 000."-2 COR. i. 4.

"HOW LONG!"
" }J{alce haste, my Beloved, and be Thmt l1:ke to a roe, or to a YOttng
hart, upon the mountains ot spices."-SONG of SOLOMON viii. 14.

THE blood-bought Church of CHRIST is distinguished by one allabsorbing spiritual desire-the promised return of her now absent
LORD. His tarrying is long, and the darkness of night grows
deeper and deeper. The love of many for His appearing grows
cold. But the promise He has left His beloved people of seeing
them again is on the holy record-and it is moreover sealed and
certified by the oath of His lips-" I will see you again." That,
friends, is indeed" a more sure word," unto which we do well to
take heed; it is definite, and our spirits may rely upon it with
abiding confidence. We need rest, and we shall need it increasingly
as the toils and burdens of the pilgrimage multiply upon us, and
SATAN'S oppositions grow more and more subtle and persistent.
The habit of thus relying on the omnipotent arm that is pledged to
uphold, defend, and bring us off more" than conquerors," is one
that is infallibly assured. The saints of GOD are declared in the
Word to be "sealed with the HOLY SPIRIT of promise"; and the
immutable hand of JEHOVAJI that sacredly sealed will preserve His
truth inviolate unto the end. In another Scripture it is declared,
25
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" He which stablisheth us with. you in CHRIST, and hath anointed
us, is GOD; Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the
SPIRIT" (2 Cor. i. 21, 22). The saints are thus sacredly and surely
"preserved in CHRIST JESUS," unto eternal life. All their sure
hopes are bound up with the return of their beloved LORD and
REDEEMER, and of His promised appearing in the glory. His
grace disposes and confirms their hearts in the habit of this confi'dence. It is a growing grace, and is the antepast of His sure and
sweet promises. To the believer the coming again of His WELLBELOVED casts a cheering and forecasting light on the way he
daily treads, and ministers to him a secret joy which abundantly
compensates for the sorrows and hl).rdship of the pilgrimage. This
is the hope that, as an anchor of the soul, keeps us steadfast and
calm amid all life's threatening storms. To that hope we have
been Divinely begotten again, and it is an incorruptible inheritance.
It is both sure and blessed. It contains in it everything which,
both in present prospect and future possession, can make the
believer" blessed." The heir of this precious hope knows that
" joy unspeakable and full of glory" is wrapped up in it, and that
its fruition is inseparable from the revelation of his coming SAVIOUR.
He is its centre and fountain-its preciousness and its glory. The
attitude of all believers in the prospect of the approaching kingdom
of their blessed LORD is, then, one of holy, happy, confidence, of
assured expectation. Oh, that our souls may by graciously kept
by the HOLY SPIRIT in the power of this hope, and walking habitually
in its power and consolation.
There is connected with this longing hope of the coming again of
our beloved LORD and REDEEMER the present enjoyment of a fuller
measure of the anointing which His blessed hands bestow. Joy is
inseparable from His kingdom and appearing-and anticipations
of the promised bliss are ministered to the saints by the SPIRIT
during the period of waiting. It is He Whose grace works in their
hearts from day to day an ever sweeter anticipation of the gloriom;
realities of the BRIDEGROOM'S approach, and constrains the soul with
increasing zeal to urge the appeal-" Make haste, my BELOVED,
and be Thou like to a roe, or to a young hart, upon the mountains
of spices." Truly," Our conversation is in heaven; from whence
also we look for the SAVIOUR, the LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who shall
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change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious
body, according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue
all things unto Himself" (Phil. iii. 20, 21). As ADELAIDE NEWTON
says, in her heavenly treatise on the SONG of SOLOMON-" Yea,
and many can add, 'My soul longeth, yea, eve~ fainteth ' for the
sight of Jesus!
, The minutes seem to move too slow:
:May JESUS quickly come! ' "
The saints who wait for their beloved LORD longingly live in the
assured hope of being receivedlmto Himself, and of being for ever
where He is, as He has lovingly foretold. "Beloved, now are we
the sons of GOD; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him;
for we shall see Him as He is " (1 John. iii. 2). This is the blissful
consummation we. are patiently awaiting, and each blood-washed
saint among us ardently thirsts for it with a SPIRIT-witnessed
conscience and a pure heart. Oh, it is time that the people of GOD
were wide awake-wide awake! "And that, knowing the time,
that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our
salvation nearer than when we believed" (Rom. xiii. Il). And
more: "The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore
cast off the ,,'orks of darkness, and let us put on the armour of
light" (ver. 1:2). He is coming! His waiting Church longs for Him
to.appear and receive His blood-bought Crown-and to enter upon
His everlasting reign. "This very JESUS shall so come in like
manner "-that is, so corporeally, so visibly, so gloriously! As
surely as He appeared once, to put away the sins of His dear people
by the sacrifice of Himself, so " unto them that look for Him shall
He appear the second time,witho'Ut s'£n, unto salvation" (Heb. ix.
26-28). A Christian pen has sweetly written-" JESUS is beautiful,
like the mountain roe, in His Beloved's eyes-beautiful-not
shamed, but loved and desired; swift like the young hart are His
feet, yet not too swift for her longings, but beautiful in their speed.
The BRIDEGROOM seems to tarry long, but when He that cometh
shall come, He comes and does not tarry. 'Behold, I come
quickly, surely I come quickly, Amen. Even so, come, LORD
JESUS.'
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"Come, LORD, my head doth burn, my heart is sick,
While Thou dost ever, ever stay;
Thy long delayings wound me to the quick,
My spirit gaspeth night and day.
Oh, show Thyself to me,
Or take me up to Thee!
" Yet, if Thou stayest still, why must I stay?
My GOD, what is this world to me-This world of woe? Hence all ye clouds, away,
Away, I must get up and see.
Oh, show Thyself to me,
Or take me up to Thee!
I'

We talk of harvests; there are no such things,
But when we leave our corn and hay;
There is no fruitful gear, but that which brings
The last and loved though dreadful day!
Oh, show Thyself to me,
Or take me up to Thee! "

The risen, reigning KING hears and heeds the fervent appeals of
His BRIDE, and profoundly enters into the affectionate importunateness of her SPIRIT-quickened petitions. He bids her to e,-er increased zeal and faith in seeking His gracious favour. "0 My
Dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the
stairs, let Me see thy countenance, let Me hear thy voice; for sweet
is thy voice, and thy ccuntenance is comely" (Song ii. 14). There
is a close, holy, fellowship between the blessed REDEEMER and His
blood-purchased ones, and He yearns continually for the fruition
of His saving grace in the shadeless glory.
" Soon shall my eyes behold Thee,
With rapture, face to face;
One half hath not been told me
Of all Thy power and grace.
Thy beauty, LORD, and glory,
The wonders of Thy love,
Shall be the endless story
Of all Thy saints above."
Thus does the SPIRIT meanwhile by His gracious operations keep
alive, and increase, the inspirations and expectations of the Church
of GOD in a present evil world, and make ready a people for
JEHOVAH'S Name.
All things are ready for the heavenly Coronation Day-it is close at hand.
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We have lately witnessed in our beloved native land, and throughout its vast dependencies, befitting preparations for the Coronation
in the Captital of its lawful KING and his beloved CONSORT-upon
whom, and their youthful family, we humbly supplicate the Divine
benediction. We await an infinitely more stately event--the
Advent of the KING of kings, together with His celestial Court.
" And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our GOD, all
ye His 'servants, and ye that fear Him, both small and great. And
I heard as it were the voice ·)f a great multitude, and as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of many thunderings, saying,
Alleluia; for the LORD GOD O)d~IPOTENT reigneth." Blessed
vision! Oh, that the hearts which now devoutly long for His
speedy approach may lovingly keep in closest fellowship with Himself till He actually come, and also seek to stimulate each other
meanwhile in a devout daily watch for His glorious appearing!
The Eternal City is to lon!?ing eyes even now well-nigh in sight!
'H

Oli/ton.

Cl

LORD, haste that day of cloudless rayThat prospect bright unfailing;
Where GOD shall shine in light Divine,
In glory never fading! "
THE

EDITOR.

" AND behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, This
shall not be thine heir; 'but he that shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir." Thus did the Lord renew His promise;
and we see at once His condescension, and at the same time are furnished with the richest possible encouragement to unbosom our hearts,
and to make known our wants unto Him. How was Abraham helped
and strengthened in this pursuit? He took advantage of the Lord's
words to declare his sorrowful exercises. He no longer kept them to
himself; and it waS a matter he well knew in which no human arm
could help; hence he went to the Lord. Oh, reader, be this your
mercy; and at the same time be it yours to remember that the
very difficulty and apparent discouragement of the case is that
which, if rightly viewed, should the more urge you to resort to
the throne of grace. This is the true meaning of every trial and
temptation wherewith we may be exercised. It is a call from J esusan invitation to His footstool. The language, virtually, of every affliction with which a child of God can be visited is, " The Lord hath need
of him"; and this trouble or that temptation is the way in which He
tells him so.-The late Rev. Dr. Doudney.
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THE CORONATION OF CHRIST.
" We see Jesus . .. erowned ~()ith glory and honour."

-HEBREWS. ii. 9.
THE thoughts of the Nation and of the Empire are naturally
directed at this time to the Coronation of our earthly Sovereign
King George V.
As loyal subjects God's people are rightly interested in this
historic event, and in obedience to apostolic teaching they will,
with special earnestness, under the influence of the Spirit, offer
"supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks . . .
for kings, and for all that are in authority."
With all our hearts we would say at this time, "God save the
King! May He replenish him with the grace of His Holy Spirit,
that he may always incline to His will, and lI"alk in His way. May
He endue him plenteously with heavenly gifts. May He grant
him in health and wealth long to live; and finally, mar he attain
everlasting joy and felicity." We would offer the like prayers
on behalf of his royal consort Queen Mary. But the believQr's
heart instinctively rises from the contemplation of the coronation
of our earthly sovereign to the coronation of the. King of kings
and Lord of lords. We are not all able to witness the coronation
of King George, but all believers can by faith say: "We see
Jesus . . . crowned with glory and honour." We behold Him
who is "on the right hand of the Majesty on high," having first
"Himself purged our sins." And the sight does indeed gladden
our hearts. He whose glory we behold is our Saviour and
Redeemer. He is Jesus Who was" made a Surety of a better
testament," and Who in order that He might secure our eternal
salvation" suffered without the gate." "This Jesus hath God
raised up." "This same Jesus" was taken up from us into
heaven. "God hath made that same Jesus . . . both Lord and
Christ." He hath "glorified His Son Jesus." Hence by faith
we behold His glory, the glory of Him Who so loved us that He
gave Himself for us. In other words, " We see Jesus . . . crowned
with glory and honour." It is our privilege to behold Him now
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by faith "Whom having not seen we love," and we anticipate
the day when we shall in fulness of reality behold His glory and
be- " glorified together" with Him.
First, we see Jesus crowned with heavenly glory.
The glory with which He is crowned was bestowed by His
Father. "Thou crownedst Him with glory and honour" (v. 7).
It is the glory which He had with His Father before the world
was (John xvii. 5). It is therefore heavenly. He who is crowned
with glory now "came down from heaven," having temporarily
" emptied Himself of heavenly glory" ; but having finished the work
of Redemption, He was "taken up into heaven" and "received
up into glory." He" is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand
of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject
unto Him." Isaiah was privileged to see His glory. "He saw
His glory and spake of Him" (John xii. 41). He" saw the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the
temple." He heard the Seraphims cry one to another: "Holy,
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of His
glory" (Isa. vi. 1-3). Stephen also had a glimpse of His glory.
He " saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand
of God" (Acts vii. 55, 56).
How blessed to know, dear fellow-believers, that we too shall
" behold His glory." It is His Furpose-a purpose which cannot
be frustrated-that we shall do so. He Himself prayed: "Father,
I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where
I am; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me "
(John x;vii. 24). The glory of our earthly king is earthly, and
can be seen only by few. The glory of Christ is heavenly, and
will, in all its'incomparable splendour and magnificence, be seen by
all the children whom God hath given Him.
Secondly, we see Jesus crowned with unique glory.
The glory of our Lord Jesus Christ stands alone in all the annals
of heaven and earth. There is no glory comparable to His glory.
His sovereignty transcends all earthly sovereignties. God has
" set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above
all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which
is to come" (Eph. i. 20, 21).
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We read of the glory of Nebuchadnezzar's kingdom, and of
" Solomon in all his glory," but of the glory of all earthly potentates,
compared with the glory of our exalted Saviour, it may be said,
" That which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by
reason of the glory that excelleth."
Thirdly, we see Jesus crowned with merited glorlJ.
The glory with which He was crowned was the reward of His
humiliation. "He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted Him, and given Him a Name which is above every name:
that at [lit. in] the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father" (Phi!. ii. 8-11). He merited His glorification because He finished the work which His Father gave Him
to do. Men placed on His holy head "a crown of thorns," but
God crowned Him with glory and honour.
"He Who came to save Ull,
He Who bled and died,
Now is crowned with glory
At His Father's side."
Notice, further, that we see Jesus crowned with eternal glory.
The glory of earthly monarchs is but temporary. How true
that was in the case of Nebuchadnezzar. "The most high God
gave Nebuchadnezzar . . . a kingdom, and majesty, and glory
and honour: and for the majesty that He gave him, all people,
nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him. Whom
he would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and whom
he would he set up; and whom he would he put down. But when
his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him"
(Dan. v. 18-20). The glory of our earthly king can only be for a
brief space at the longest. The kingdom and glory of Christ,
however, is eternal. "He shall reign for ever and ever." Moreover, His people are called "to the obtaining of the glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ." They are destined to "obtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory" (2 Thess. ii. 14;
2 Tim. ii. 10). Hence," They shall reign for ever and ever"
(Rev. xxii. 5).
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Finally, we see Jesus crowned with glory for the benefit at His
people.
He sits at the Father's right hand for the benefit of His chosen.
God "gave Him to be the Head over all things to the Church,
which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all." He
lives and reigns and wields His sovereign power on behalf of His
people. From His throne He dispenses to them all the blessings
of redemption. By His power He keeps, upholds, and guides
them, and finally He will present them faultless "before the
presence of His glory with exceeding joy." "The blessed issue
of the abasement of Jesus Christ, in His exaltation to honour and
glory, is an assured pledge of the final glory and blessedness of all
that believe in Him, whatever difficulties and dangers they may
be exercised with in their way. His humiliation, as we have seen,
proceeded out of God's condescension and love to mankind; His
electing love, the eternal gracious purpose of His will to recover
lost sinners, and to bring them to the enjoyment of Himself, was
the ground of this dispensation; and therefore what He has done
in Christ is a certain 'pledge what He will do in and for them also.
He is not crowned with glory and honour merely for Himself,
but that He may be a 'Captain of salvation,' and bring others
to a participation of His glory" (Dr, Owen, Exposition of the
Hebrews).
Thus His coronation involves the coronation of His Bride. The
day will dawn when she too will be crowned with" a crown of
righteousness," " a crown of life," and" a crown of glory." Meanwhile, we see Jesus crowned with a glory which is heavenly, unique,
merited, and eternal, and we "rejoice in hope of the glory of
God."
We rejoice at His coronation, and we look forward to the time
of our own coronation through His mercy and grace. "Wherefore,
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye
may be found of Him in peace, without spot and blameless."
" Oh that with yonder sacred throng,
We at His feet may fall ;
There join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all!"
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God."-Ps. lxxxvii. 3'THIS is the inspired declaration concerning Zion; the city that the
Lord hath founded, in which the poor of His people shall trust. And
everyone of these" poor of Bis people," whose foundation is the
Rock of Ages, can by appropriating faith then say, " Glorious things
are spoken of me in Jesus, my glorious, living Head! "
Jerusalem, which signifies possession, habitation, vision of peacethat world-renowned city-was the very heart of the Holy Land. Zion
was God's earthly glory-place. And why ~ Because of all that
J ehovah declared should be wrought in her through His dearly beloved
Son. There was the temple, and if "the latter house" was to be
more glorious than the former, it was because His hply feet should
tread its courts. How this sets forth the greater glory of the last
house, when, His work of redemption completed, He shall walk with
His blood-washed, ransomed ones in that City wherein is no temple,
since" the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it."
A city is one of the many titles chosen by the Lord to set forth His
people. A city suggests citizens and their privileges. And just as
there are churches within the city walls, so there is, spiritually speaking,
a Church within a church. "Judah was His sanctuarv." There are
the invisible members, the lively stones built up " a spiritual house,"
" a holy temple of the Lord," " Whose house are ye."
Jerusalem was described as " beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole earth." There were streams which made glad the city of our
God. And do not the streams of grace now make the spiritual
Jerusalem glad ~ The foundations of the earthly city were in the
holv hills. The foundations of the Church of God are older than the
eve"rlasting hills, being built upon the Rock of Ages. Does not the
foundations being foursquare suggest the" wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption" of Christ ~ That is the plan
of the city; God's perfect plan, to which nothing can be added, from
which nothing can be taken away.
What are the materials of which she is built ~ None other than
those cho~en, elect, precious stones, hewn out and prepared from the
rubbish of the Fall-all spiritual! " Ye as lively stones are built up
a spiritual house": "They that worship Him must" (there is no
alternative) " worship Him in spirit and in truth." Day by day the
work goes on; the silent upbuilding of the Church of the livi.ng God.
He is daily adding stone by stone" such as shall be saved," and each
stone in his or her place adds to His glory until the top stone shall be
placed, and with one voicc the finished temple shall shout, " Grace,
grace unto it." Then will be complete that gloriouil Temple, that
Holy City, that Bride adorned for her Husband. And just as in
Solomon's temple was there" no stone seen "~edar wood covered
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the stone and gold covered the cedar wood, setting- forth in a lovely
type the two natures of Jesus-so will the City of God, that New
Jerusalem, be seen coming down out of heaven, " having the glory of
God." God will be her perfection, her" all in all."
Oh! what solid realities are these! She is " the City of our God,"
the " mountain of His holiness," " the City of the great King," " the
City of the Lord of Hosts." "He will establish it for ever." And He
invites the saints to " walk about Zion "; to survey every part, and
see how surely she is preserved. "Go round about her"; meditate,
call to remembrance, trace His goings in His Church. "Tell her
towers," springing from the basis of love, all laid upon the Mighty
One, built upon the glorious foundation, the Covenant of gra,ce.
"Mark well her bulwarks": her strengthened parts; the times
when out of weakness she was made strong, proved the omnipotent
Helper, was preserved by the Faithful Promiser. "Consider her
palaces": those fair abodes where" the King is held in the galleries"
of communion, and fellowship, and delights.
.
No wonder the Psalmist breaks forth into the utterance, " This God
is our God for ever and ever. He will be our Guide even unto death."
This is what the saints of God are anticipating. To know the God
of Zion in the fulness of His glory, to see the King in His beauty, and
to declare with Sheba's queen" the half was not told me." To know
even as we are also known! Here we walk this thorny road in anything
but garments of beauty. Sin defiles us and our feet are travel-stained,
and often weary and ready to slip! But presently the vision of peace
will be fully realized. His Church will be seen in all her. perfectionthe Holy Jerusalem, the Heavenly Jerusalem, the New Jerusalemand in fulness of perception we shall know how we " are come unto
Mount Sion, and unto the cit,v of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general
assembly and church of the firstborn, which are writt.en in heaven,
a,nd to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect."
Here we keep the feast just as did Israel of old. We eat our passover in haste; we are on the march with our shoes on our feet and our
staff in our hand. But we shall not always thus keep it. No bitter
herbs at that heavenly table. No need to gird up our loins on that
golden payement. No more occasion for" shoes of iron or brass" in
those green pastures. No more need of a staff for a guide or defence!
No more fears of falling short by the way, no more foes to molest us,
no doubts to disturb us, no enemy to harass, perplex, and annoy. Oh,
what a prospect!
"Oh! what will be that day, when we shall stand
Irradiate with God's eternal light ;
First tread as sinless saints the sinless Land,
No shade nor stain upon our garments white;
No fear, no shame upon our faces then,
No mark of sin-oh! joy beyond all thought!
A son of God-a free-born citizen
Of that bright City where the curse is not!
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" Oh! \vhat will be the day, when we shall see
The Love that opened Heaven to ransomed men!
Love draws us and we follow-we are free-Nought severs us from our Beloved then;
That veil of faith through which we looked of old
Has passed away as mist before the sun,
Christ throned in glory do our eyes behold,
O'er worlds, through ages, reigning on.
" Oh! when will be the day, when we shall hear
" Come! oh, ye blessed"; when we take our placf
Before His throne in radiance sweet and clear;
Behold His glories, His beloved face;
Behold the eyes, whence bitter tears have flowed
In all our grief, our hardness, and our· sin;
Behold the wounds whence streamed the precious blood
Which ransomed us, a,nd washed us pure and clean.
" Oh! when will be the day, when hand in hand,
Saints wander through the pastures green and fair;
The trees of life upon the golden strand
As fresh as on the third day morn are there;
There all is new, and never shall be old,
For time is not, nor age, nor slow decay;
No dying eyes, no hearts grown strange and cold,
All pain, all death, all sighing fled away!
" Oh! when will be the day, when every thought
Of that dark valley we have left below,
And all resemblance of the fight we fought,
Our pilgrim journey, long, and sad, and slow,
Shall only make the glory brighter far,
Shall make the peace but deeper, sweeter yet;
O'er that dark sea was Christ our guiding star;
Our love were fainter love could we forget.
" Oh! what will be that day? No eye can see,
:No ear can hear, no heart has yet conceived
What God shall give us, and what we shall be
When we inherit what we have believed.
o Land of Promise! rough may be the road,
And long the race may be-but sweet the end;
The dead with Christ, the risen sons of God,
With Him we journey, and with Him ascend."

Such is our anticipation, olir expectation, and our well-grounded
hope. Faith's eye sees the King in His beauty and beholds the Land
that is very far off. And the Lord of that Country has spoken glorious
things ef His City which is to come. He has viewed her in His wellbeloved Son from all eternity. He has delighted in her and called
her Beulah. He has estranged her from all else; has set the future
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inhabitants of that Land to be strangers and pilgrims here,·sojournerg
as all their fathers were. He longs to have her at home for
ever; He has won her affections and held her soul fast. He is
looking for that day when His Kingly rights shall be displayed
in all their fnlness and glory. " Father, I will that they whom Thou
hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My
glory." He will then present His blood-washed, eternally loved and
saved ones to His Father" all glorious within" in their clothing of
"wrought gold." Oh! wondrous love, immeasurable grace, that
betoken even nmv the glorious things yet t<? be revealed, when " the
manifold wisdom of God" shall be known in and by His redeemed
and purchased Chureh throughout the countless ages!
R.
CORONATION HYMN.
LORD Almighty, Thou Who reiguest
In the heavens for evermore,
Thou Who, e'en on earth, ordainest
Who shall reign on every shore:
Thou art He Who, cro,Yned with glory,
Hast made all Thy foes to flee;
]l,lightiest monarchs quail before Thee,
At Thy feet they bow the knee.
Lord, we come to Thee, confessing
Power and glory both are Thine;
And we pray Thee that Thy blessing
On our Monarch's head may shine.
Though o'er countless million~ reigning,
May he own Thy gracious Name;
Rev'rent fear of Thee retaining,
Though he win all earthly fame.
Grant him grace to battle ever
On the side of truth and right;
And, through weakness, may he never
Bend the knee to Satan's might.
Lord, temptations may assail him,
That we cannot feel or know;
May Thy Spirit never fail him,
May he vanquish every foe.
May he be our Faith's Defender,
To his oaths may he be true;
Ever pitiful and tender
To the poor, whose joys are few.
Bless our Queen in fullest measure,
And, when comes that last Great Day,
Mav thev both receive that treasure
Which" can never fade away!
2, Beaufort East, Bath.
FRANK HOUGHTON.
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THE PORTRAIT.THE LATE REV. JAMES EDWARD WALKER, M.A.
WITH sincere sorrow we record the home-taking of the REV., J. E.
WALKER, M.A., of Cheltenham, whose name is tenderly cherished by
the devout readers of the GOSPEL ¥AGAZINE. Although suffering
acutely in health, his devout, fervent spirit maintained to the last Il,
firm adhesion to the pure Evangelical cause and principles of the
distinctive Gospel of the free grace of Jesus Christ. He quietly fell
asleep in the Lord he had loved and served, on Saturday, May 20th.
He entertained the hope of preaching to his loved congregation the
ne'xt day, having done so--for the last time-~:m Thursday, May 18th,
on the words---" We are more than conquerors through Him that loved
us " (Rom. viii. 37). He was very ill indeed on the occasion, but spoke
with remarkable power, and those who heard the precious message
have since related, " It was a dying message from a dying man, and
one not to be forgotten." His medical man had often advised the
relaxation of ministerial duty, in consideration of his delicacy, but
without avail. On the Friday following preaching he appeared somewhat better, and on Saturday he left his bed quite intending (D.V.) to
take the services next day. He appeared better, till about quarter to six
o'clock on Saturday, when he was attacked with a fainting seizure.
Afterwards he appeared increasingly weak, and having asked a friend,
who was with him, shortly before his departure, to read his favourite
hymn, Toplady's " Rock of Ages," he was not found, for GOD took him
to Himself. He was very fond of that precious hymn. The local
Press describe MR. WALKER'S last sermon as " one of the finest ever
heard by his flock from their gifted Pastor."
The late MINISTER was the son of a former Rector of Cheltenham, the
Rev. Edward Walker, M.A., D.C.L., whom the local Press describes as
" one of the most pious, earnest, conscientious, and truth-loving men
that have ever held the Rectory of Cheltenham." The deceased, who
entered Corpus Christi College, Oxford, had an exceedingly brilliant
career. In 1871 he carried off the junior Hall-Houghton Prize for
Greek Testament, and the following year, in addition to taking a firstclass in Theology, he won the Junior Hall-Houghton Prize for the
Septuagint. He gained the Denyer and J ohnson Scholarships, and in
1875 and 1876 respectively the Senior Hall-Houghton Prize for the
Septuagint and Greek Testament.
Leaving the University, after graduation, MR. WALKER at once
addressed himself to ministerial work; but not in the Church in which
he had been reared. His convictions led him to embrace Presbyterian
principles, as embodied more particularly in the National Church of
Scotland. In 1877 he founded the Church of Seotland in Whaddonlane, and there he ministered for thirty-four years. He built another
iron church at Woodmancote, and walked there Sunday after Sunday,
and often in the week, to minister to the villagers.
MR. WALKER was a voluminous and seholarly writer on theology,
and his knowledge of Holy Scripture was singularly wide and profound.
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While his intellectual gifts commanded deep respect, the self-sacrificing
generosity of his life awakened in all who knew him feelings of affection
and love. On the death of his mother, which followed quickly upon
that of his father, he inherited from her the sum of £2,500 which had
been publicly subscribed in Cheltenham as a memorial of Dr. Walker's
work. This money the son refused to touch, and he handed it over to
the Mayor and Aldermen of the Borough, the income to be applied in
providing annuities for indigent single women or widows not less than
fifty years of age, who are not in receipt of parish relief, preference
being given to those who have been or are in domestic service, and who
belong either to the Church of England, or the Presbyterian, Congregational, Countess of Huntingdon's; Baptist, Wesleyan, or Methodist
Churches. To the erection of the Public Library he gave £100: to the
Police Society's Home at Hove, £800 (on condition that one bed should
always be available for an invalid Gloucestershire policeman-a gift
supplemented by the erection oIa Police Home of Rest on Battledown,
opposite the donor's residence): to the Delancey Hospital £900, to be
held in trust for its use in memory of his late friend, Miss Lloyd: and
to the Female Refuge and Home, £100. He was one of the first clergymen in Gloucestershire to have a church collection on behalf of the
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, and was for a
long period secretary cif its local branch. The cause of animals was
very near to his heart, and he often used pen and voice in support of
the. moveineIit against vivisection.
Soon after he opened his ministry in Cheltenham, MR. WALKER
began to publish a series of volumes on theological matters, through
Mr. Elliot Stock, of London. Many of them ran through several
editions, but it is said that MR. WALKER would not apply a single
penny of the revenue that accrued from them to purposes of his own,
the thought of a Christian Minister amassing any fortune at all being
utterly abhorrent to his mind. None could deny his massive intellect
with regard to theological problems. One of his book&--" The Blessed
Dead in Paradise," mth a preface by the late Canon Bell, and dedicated
" to the most dear and holy memory of my own Blessed Dead, who live
in God and enjoy in their perfect life the vision of Christ in Paradise,
and to other broken hearts that mourn their holy dead "-had a long
run, and it is recorded in the standard life of C. H. Spurgeon that the
great Baptist preacher " derived great solace from ' The Blessed Dead
in Paradise' during his last days on earth." Other well-known books
by MR. WALKER were " The Voice of the Stars, or the Supernatural
Revealed in the Natural Science of the Heavens," " Christ the Key of
the Psalter," and" The Mystic Voices of Heaven."
Our readers possess many of his learned, thoughtful contributions
to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, to which he contributed for years. We mourn
our dear Brother's departure beyond words. He was a rare example
of a Christian workman" who needed not to be ashamed," and his
tenacity in labouring to the latest breath fitly illustrated his gracious
character and spirit. "Blessed are the Dead which die in the Lord."
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,SerllUllHJ nnb jftote£1 of Sermon£1.
THE DEATH OF AARON AND THE HIDDEN GRAVE OF
MOSES.
A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. J AMES E. WALKER, M.A., CHELTENHAM.
" And the Lord spake unto Moses and Am'on in Mount Hor, by the
coast of the land of Edorrn, saying, Aaron shall be gathered unto his
people: for he shall not enter into the land which I have given unto
the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against My word at the
water of Meribah."-Nmr. xx. 23, 24-.
" So Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of Moab,
according to the word of the J-ord. And He buried him in a valley
in the land of Moab, ove1' against Beth-peoT: but no man knoweth
of Ms septdchre unto this day."-DEUT. xxxiv. 5, 6.

TWICE we stand, while the year is dying, with reverent thought in
the presence of the mystery of Death. Of the changed conditions
of the souls in the unseen world it has been said: "There is there no
sound from the street or market-place; no news of the day; no
literature in any form to pass the time; no amusement to distract;
no society to float them on from hour to hour; no excitement to
colour the paleness of the landscape." In an age of feverish unrest
and an unserious frivolity it is well often to find ourselves in the presence
of this mystery Death. There is nothing sensational in Death. The
act of dying may have its conditions of excitement, but, that over,
Death itself seems full of an awful tranquillity to those who watch
its quiet, common-place expression; for we cannot hlloW its tremendous realities to the soul, that but passed to God while we prayed
and wept by its side. Death is, indeed, to the faithful in Christ the
closing of all the avenues of this life, only that the gates of the life to
come may be thrown open; it is the crown and seal also of all God's
purposes towards them. For what is Death, to all the flock of Christ,
the Shepherd, but the home-coming of another to the fold of rest,
where the tired feet shall no longer be weary with the long travel of
life, where the more weary heart shall be for ever satisfied with the
beautiful vision of the Eternal Love ~ For the sweet Paradise of God,
the garden of rest, is so walled in by the Divine love, that no dreary
sounds of this lost earth can penetrate its peace or sadden the souls
of the blessed dead.
Such a holy death is that of the first of Israel's high-priests. When
the people lay encamped near Mount Ror, on the borders of the land
of Edom, God said, " Aaron shall be gathered unto his people and
shall die." How the Divine token of death was delivered, or where
the brothers were when they received it, we know not certainly.
Within, perhaps, the sacred precincts of the Tabernacle, and, while
Aaron ministered before the altar in his priestly garments, they may
then have heard the solemn voice within the veil, that told them both
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that one must be taken from the other. The time of their loving
companionship has almost ended. Aaron must die, and Moses henceforth pursue his brief remaining pilgrimage alone. Not in the silence
and solitude of the night, when Moses might have indulged a hidden
sorrow ere he broke the mournful tidings to Aaron, but when they are
both together in sacred ministry, they hear that they must be so of
death parted. And the tranquillity of their countenances is unmoved
by any signs and tokens of common grief. Yet this is no disparagement of their tenderness of heart; for more loving hearts never dwelt
in mortal flesh. Only the glory of the veiled presence, felt rather
than seen, of the Eternal Will forbade any display of grief: and so,
no sooner is the voice heard, with its sad unearthly whispers, than
calmly, instantly, without the least petition for reprieve, they bow
and worship.
Aaron, now to die, must hear in that Divine voice the remembrancer
of his sin; and in the sentence, as once in the fault, Moses is united.
" It is more of mercy than of justice that God's children shall know
why they smart; that God may at once both justify Himself, and
humble them for their particular offences: those, to whom He means
vengeance, have not often the sight of their sin till they be past
repentance. Complain not that God upbraids thee with thy old sins,
whosoever thou art; but know it is an argument of love; whereas
concealment is a fearful sign of a secret dislike from God."
But wherein lay the guilt, which now must deserve this perpetual
exclusion from the Promised Land ~ "Because ye rebelled against
My word at the water of Meribah." It was not alone, nor so much,
for their sin of impatience in speaking unadvisedly and in haste and
harshness, when they said to the people, "Hear now, ye rebels."
A hasty word might more lightly have been forgiven. There was
iufinitely worse sin in the self-glorification of the words, "Must we
bring water for you out of the rock ~" How dare man, however
consecrated to holy office, so usurp the Divine right and prerogative
of grace ~ The healing waters of the Eternal Rock of mercy flow
only out of their own Divine exuberance of love. There was a yet
more grievous trespass. In their disobedience to God's command,
they broke the holy type, destroyed the beauty of that symbol which
prophesied of the perfectness of the once-smitten Sacrifice of Calvary.
That ancient rock was the prefigurement of the Eternal Rock of love
and merit. Stricken once only in the Passion, it is for ever the fountain
of all mercy. The Sacrifice, once finished, needs no repetition. The
great act of atonement in the one oblation is done and past, and the
Eternal Justice wholly and for ever satisfied for the sins of the Chureh.
Had not God said, " Speak unto the rock "~ Why, then, must they
smite at all ~ And yet they smite once, and then yet again. Once
already had the rock been smitten in the days long gone by, and the
streams of water in rich abundance had welled forth from their deep,
hidden fountains for their thirst. Now, having been once smitten, it
needed but the voice-not indeed of bidding, but of prayer rather,26
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that again the waters might flow forth for their need. The sin, then,
lay in smiting the rock, and smiting it twice, when God had bidden
them not even to command, but only with humbleness and faith to
speak to it. For the Lord may of His own right command His blessing;
it is ours only to seek, by the voice of lowly prayer, His mercy as a
favour alone.
And has not their sin been perpetuated by the apostate Church,
in which the self-styled successors of Aaron in that priesthood-now
and for ever abrogated by the sole glory of the one High-Priesthood
of Christ after the order, not of Aaron, but of Melchisedec-have
changed the sweet sacrament of loving and spiritual commemoration
into a material sacrifice of idolatry and superstition, while they daily,
almost hourly, profanely pretend the repetition in their unholy hands
of the one Divine Sacrifice, finished once and for ever by the one
Divine Priest in the Oblation of Golgotha? How gloriously the Holy
Spirit sings, in the anthem of the resurrection, "Christ being raised
from the dead, dieth no more: death hath no more dominion over
Him. For in that He died, He died unto sin once; but in that He
liveth, He liveth unto God." Most blessedly indeed does the type
of the smitten rock prefigure the Divine completeness of the One
Sacrifice, of which the Priest, Himself also the Victim, said, in His
own dying words, " It is finished!" Christ has been smitten of the
Eternal Justice, and from the wounded side, the piereed hands and
mangled feet--the deep, wide clefts in the ever-living Rock of mercy
and merit--there flow forth healing streams of salvation and everlasting life for all sinful souls at the voice and cry of humble and
believing prayer. For the command, "Speak ye to it," te Is of the
resurrection on the third day, and of the glory of the risen Lord of
grace. Who will cry, like the priests of Baal, to one dead, for help?
How sweet, then, is the glory of the risen Christ, Who is " made a
Priest, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but alter the
power of an endless life;" and of Whom it is written, " Those priests
were made without an oath; but this with an oath by Him that said
unto Him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou art a Priest for
ever alter the order of Melchisedec. By so much was Jesus made a
Surety of a better testament. For the law maketh men high-priests
which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the
law, maketh the Son, Who is consecrated for evermore." The One
Offering of Calvary, being the offering of an infinite Life, and in which
the Victim had a Divine and eternal glory, made full and perfect
atonement to the Infinite Justice, and for ever took away the sin of
all who believe. The pretended repetition of that Sacrifice, then,
upon the altars of a vain superstition, is a high dishonour done to the
one personal act of oblation made by the Son of God, and an undervaluing of the shedding of the Precious Blood, the Blood of God, as
if insufficient of itself to atone for sin. Let us read the peril of this
dishonour, done to the One Sacrifice of propitiation, in the sad writing
of the text: for both these holy and consecrated servants of God must,
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for profanely breaking the type and disobeying God's holy will,
although absolved and forgiven, yet die beyond Jordan, with no more
allowance than a wistful look into the Land of Promise. A yet worse
doom, eternal exclusion from the Beatifical Vision,-the vision of
" the Lamb as It had been slain," but now standing in the fulness of an
ever-living life of merit and mercy-is to be feared for those who do
this dishonour, in the wilfulness of their priestly pride, to the One
Divine Sacrifice for sin.
But the sentence of death is gently spoken. Aaron" shall be
gathered unto his people." It beckons our faith to a vision of Paradise:
for it leads us not, surely, to the burial-place, where the rows of the
quiet dead lie in long stretched-out order, but to the Paradise of God,
where the souls of the blessed rest in peace and felicity. Far be it
from us to admit that superstitious forgery of a " Limbus Patrum,"
where, they said, the patriarchal saints were held in uneasy durance
till the resurrection of Christ. This was but an endeavour to foist
into the Old Testament Scriptures a Purgatory, that the false doctrine
of a Purgatory in the New might thus receive countenance for the
better provision of the coffers of the priesthood with well-paid masses
for the dead. No, truly; to the saints in all ages, to be absent from
the body has been to be present with the Lord; they departed to be
with Christ, even as we; though to them there could not be given
the soft, tender vision of the Manhood of God. Yet, when the journey
of life was over, their rest and vision were at the feet of God.
Into that Presence the holy patriarchs-Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
-had been gathered, and there Aaron must now join them. And the
word" gathered" is full of gentle meaning. Not torn hence by force,
as a tree must needs be torn away, whose roots cling deeply to the soil ;
such, indeed, is the violent death of those whose love is rooted in this
world; but gently gathered, as the gardener gath,ers the lilies which
he would place upon the table of a rich banquet. Such is the passing
of holy souls to the festival of eternity.
Let us reverently accompany these three up the hill, as they climb
the broken sides of Mount Hor-Aaron in the midst, Moses, his brother,
and Eleazar, his son, on either side. It is strange how often it is read
in Holy Scripture of three climbing a mountain together. Before thi8,
Moses and Aaron, with Hur, for intercession against Amalek, had
climbed to the heights of Rephidim. Nor can we fail of memory
of three, One of whom was the very Son of God, who went up the hill
of the Transfiguration where Moses,-not Aaron, for his priesthood
was then, as himself in our story now, ready for death-spake with
Christ of that great Sacrifice which should for ever end all the sacrificial
shadows of the ritual law. Now Moses, Aaron, and Eleazar slowly
ascend the rugged heights of Mount Hor, a mountain. that in its
barrenness looks like a mountain of death, and which, with its bare
tracts of soil, sometimes of a deep red colour, like the hue of blood,
seemed peculiarly suited for the death-scene of Aaron the priest. In
his ministry at the altar, streaming ever with the blood of the usual
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sacrifices, he had lived in the very midst of blood. Oh, how before
our vision of love must arise another hill, where One goes up alone,
Whose vesture is indeed all purple with blood, a greater High-priest,
not of Aaron's order! It is the Christ, the Lamb of the one great
Sacrifice, Who wearily carries His cross for the offering of Himself,
the Priest and the Victim of the expiation of Calvary.
In this little procession, 'winding up to the brow of the mountain,
have we not a resemblance of the soul's ascending the hill of death?
Sad are our hearts when one we love is carried for the last time upstairs
to die. But in the bearing of the sufferer up to the room, there may
be a kind of likeness to the ascent of the passing soul up the hill of
death, of the approach towards God and towards heaven, as it is
gently taken to dwell in His Presence for ever. "Oh, come and let us
climb that hill," cries Bernard, "where there is the vision of God.
Happy is he who shall so ascend that beatifical mountain with desire
and perseverance, till he have station in that holy place, and appear
before God the Father in His holy heaven."
Let us return from these thoughts for a moment to the valley, and
there mingle with the people encamped at the foot of the hill. The
news of Aaron's approaching death has spread rapidly, for ill news
always flies fast. Good news has leaden wings, but for tidings of
sorrow or loss or death, there will never want hasty feet to spread
them far and wide. So it is presently lmown throughout the camp
that Aaron must die. Now the people have all come out to their
tent-doors to bid him a loving and reverent farewell. For he is the
first of Israel's high-priests, who, with Moses, once brought them out
of the house of bondage and from the iron furnace of Egypt. Long
have they known him: for he has shared in their sorrows, and, alas!
for he was of an easier and more pliant temper than Moses, in their
great sin also at Horeb, in the idolatry of the golden calf. Now he
must die; and their grief is deep and sincere. Often had they cruelly
misunderstood his loyal and self-sacrificing love,-the saddest and
most frequent pain of God's servants, whose humble desire for God's
glory and man's truest good is often ascribed to a proud and imperious
spirit ;-they had even threatened the stoning of their faithful friend
in God's holy service; but it is ever the way of the world, and of the
Church, too, to miss its friends too late. So now in silent sadness they
watch the venerable form slowly going up the mountain path, and
follow him with their tearful eyes as long as they may. Perhaps the
flutter of his white garments enables them to distinguish him as he
climbs wearily up: for he is an old man, and his shoulders are bowed
beneath the weight of years, and he leans heavily upon his staff. But
at last the three turn a corner, and then-they may see him again no
more.
So do we watch our dying ones as far as we may: but we cannot
accompany them up the hill. We gaze upon death as upon a gate
that stands at the top, but we may not enter with them. We may
almost see in their distant eyes the last flight of the soul as, like a.bird
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with white wings, it flutters to be gone ;-so the people may have
watched the last flutter of Aaron's robes ;-then they turn from us,
and are gone from our sight. They have passed within the gate of
light, and then the thickly-woven veil of shadow and silence falls
behind them in the strange sad stillness of death.
They have reached the summit now; and, in obedience to God's
command, Moses must there strip Aaron of his priestly garments to
put theIr!- upon Eleazar his son. The scene is one of an unimagined
pathos-one brother slowly unrobing another, in whom the pulses of
life are yet strong, for his grave. No other hand than that of Moses
may perform this last office, for so has God commanded. So by Moses'
hand is the golden girdle unbound, if these were the robes of glory
and beauty; or the white linen girdle, if they were the familiar robes
of sacrificial service, the vesture of stainless white. One by one from
those venerable shoulders are taken the various symbols of highpriestly dignity which he has worn so long. And now he lays his
reverend form upon the cold hard rock to die; but his face is upturned
to the sunlit heavens. There is the unnamed change, so unlike all
other changes-not only the dimness gathered on the eyes like the
falling of a veil, nor only the sob of the parting soul, but that dying
out of the features of all living personal identity, the strange unearthly
seal upon the face of death. Without spasm or convulsion, the venerable features settle into the last peace and stillness of the dead. Then
Moses, with the silent help of Eleazar, makes ready the grave that shall
entomb the first priest of Israel.
But enough: our fancy fails, and our conceptions seem all too poor
to imagine a scene of such pathetic awful beauty.
And the death of our loved ones, is it not in measure like this scene
on the lonely summit of Mount Hor ~ It is but the undressing of the
soul from the robes of mortality, and the putting off of the vesture of
the flesh until the morning of the resurrection. And while we mourn,
who are left sitting in the shadows, they are gone hence into the eternal
sunshine. Our tears, our sorrow, cannot detain them, for the light
of God is already shining upon their souls; and as the lamentation in
the camp below reached Aaron on the hilltop only like the soft dying
of the summer wind wailing among the mountain pines, so do the
sounds of our weeping reach the ears of our dying ones, in the moment
of death, but as from afar off-so far as the gate of life is from the
wastes of this weary land of death-for they are already within the
Presence of God. Our sorrow is left for awhile to mourn desolately
without till those gates of sweet mystery unclose also for us to enter.
Till then, let our sorrow be comforted at the feet of the God in Whom
they rest, and Who is our rest, till we also rest with them.
The months pass on in weary succession over a dying nation, and
the moon whitens in its slow changes over the growing graves of a
whole doomed and decreasing people, until the time has come when
Moses himself must die. Long has he borne the burden of the people
of Israel; now nevermore to be so sorely out of heart with their
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perversity. To the saints of God death, which closes all the long weary
ways of life, is indeed a rest, the dying of all sorrow, the birth of an
eternal joy. To the ministers of God death is yet more welcome, for
their sacred office often exposes them to the unkindliest wrongs (2 Cor.
vi. 8-10), which they are expected to bear with more than common
meekness and patience. And how often a broken heart, in Christ's
gentlest servants, is the reward of their loyal love, understood too
late! Surely, then, we deal out hard measure to our loved ones,
when we would prolong their life of labour and of grief. The Father
in heaven is more kind, Whose love bids them early home. For they,
whom we accompany as far as love may, to bid a last farewell at the
very threshold of the gate of life, are welcomed by Him in Whom they
trusted, to an everlasting felicity. God will advance His faithful
servants to higher preferment when He takes them to His own home;
and He knows they are never happy, till they be there.
So the solemn voice, for which, since his brother's death, he may
have often listened with longing in the holy place, is again heard from
within the awful veil, hiding the solitary throne of God above the
mercy-seat, " Get thee up into this mountain, and see the land which
I have given unto the children of Israel. And, when thou hast seen it,
thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people." Such is the familiarity
between the Lord and His faithful sen-ant that, in the words of Bishon
Hall, in his sweet Contemplation, "it is no more between them than,
Go up and die." And there is no unwillingness nor even a momentary
repining. How should there be? As little should the child drea.d
the welcome home from the hard lessons of the school, or the soldier
the summons from the fierce field or weary watch to the banquet of
victory, as the saint the call to the Father's home of love and light
and peace everlasting. Moses has indeed now reached a venerable
old age, being a hundred and twenty years; but" his eye was not dim
nor his natural force abated." Still he feels within him the strong
pulses of youth; and that, it might be thought, would make it harder
for him to die than for one in all the feebleness and decrepitude of age,
which seems almost to long and pant for the restful grave. Moses
unites in his decease the death both of age and youth: but there is
no half·breathed murmur when God bids him to his grave. It argues
but ill for the reality and fervour of our love to God that we are so
hardly brought to die. Surely, if we know God as the Father, the
soul would rejoice when the hour comes to bid it to the Father's home.

(To be continued.)
By affliction God separates the sin which He hates from the soul
which He loves.-John Mason.
IT is from the devil that weak Christians make a rack to themselves
of the strong; and to yield to this temptation is as unreasonable as
for a child to dispute away his relation to his father, because he is not
of the same stature as his elder brethren.-Boston.
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SERMON

PREACHED BY THE REV. J. ORMISTON, RECTOR,
ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, ON ASCENSION-DAY,

MAY 25th, 1911.
.. Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me.
In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you
unto Myself,. that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither
I go ye know, and the way ye know."-JOHN xiv. 1-4.

THE Lord Jesus had on several previous occasions told His disciples
He was about to leave them and return to His Father's bosom, where
He had been from the beginning. He had paid His predestined visit
of humiliation to this fallen word, and now was about to resume the
glory which He had with His Father before the world was, and He
would speak suitably and comfortably to His beloved disciples till He
went hence and was no more seen. In Luke ix. 51 we read, " When
the time was come that He should be received up, He steadfastly
set His face to go to Jerusalem "-to the scene of His sacrifice. The
Lord was always a patient and willing sufferer. He loved His people,
and having loved them, loved them to the end, and was now going
to make that fact apparent for all time. If you turn to St. Mark's
Gospel, xvi. 19, " So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, He
was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God," you
will note in Luke's accoun,t that He was" received up." The same
expression is used in both passages. It was a receiving on high of the
Eternal Son of J ehovah. His return to that bosom where He had
lain throughout the ages of eternity. For a little while He had
humiliated Himself, made Himself of no reputation, and brought in
an everlasting redemption for His people, so that He had a claim to
return to His Father and sit down at His right hand-no lower place
than the chief-if there had been a higher He would have had it of
necessity. The Father commanded Him to sit down in the presence
of the highest authority named in heaven and earth, "until I make
Thine enemies Thy footstool." That is just what the Father is doing
to-night, and will do till His Son comes again. You need take no
violent action on your own behalf, your interests are His. He shed
His precious blood for His people, so great was His love for them.
He loves them still and will always love them. We thank God for
this truth-that He will always, always, love His dear people for the
sake of His dearer Son.
Here we read what Jesus said to His disciples shortly before He
left them. Their hearts were grievously troubled, for He had told
them He was to leave them and return to His Father. You notice
how He speaks, with what particularity, ".Let not your heart be
troubled." The Church of God has one "heart," and lives in an
eternity of mutual love. Here it is evident on the face of Scripture
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-let not your one, your united heart be troubled. They had
heard what troubled them sorely, they had heard they were about
to lose their Master. He was going away, leaving His disciples in
this evil world. "Ye believe in God." No one could have spoken
on that subject with the same authority as Christ did, and He could
say, after searching the heart of His disciples-" Ye believe in God "I bear witness to it. I daresay if they had been asked, they would
have spoken in some such language as the hymn uses, " Do I love the
Lord, or no ~ Am I His, or am I not?" It would cause searching
of heart amongst them all, but He knew the new heart He had given
them, which was filled with the great love of Christ, which the floods
of evil and doubt could not quench, nor the floods of surging unbelief,
under which His people of all ages groan, longing to be delivered.
They believe that Christ is coming again to receive them unto Himself
with unburdened hearts, without sin, unto salvation. "Believe also
in Me." He puts this to them. "I have been with you now for
well nigh three and a half years, going in and out amongst you,
preaching the Kingdom of God unto you, and grace has been given
you to believe in degree, I give you the faith to do what I command,
Believe in Me."
This is still His mind concerning His people, to have a believing
people who trust in Him, a people to His honour and praise, a people
aforetime afar off, but whom He has now brought nigh. This is a
habit of soul He commanded on them. All the days to come were
to evidence their faith in Him. How they believed on and after the
Day of Pentecost! How their knowledge was increased and deepened!
How clear many things were made to them, which before were hidden!
They were poor creatures, feeble and very few, but to the Lord's heart
very precious, because they cost Him His precious blood, and having
shed that He ceased to be a living man. He remained Son of God
to His people still. On the third day He was raised up by His Father,
taking again what He had surrendered, and He rose triumphantly in
the place of His saints and resumed the glory He had with His Father
before the world was. Here He talks about Home. He is on the
way home. "In My Father's house are many mansions "-this is
good news-" if it were not so, I would have told you," and then
follow these beautiful soul-satisfying words, "I go to prepare a place
for you." No more gracious or more glorious words I think I may
say passed His lips than these: "I go to prepare a place for you."
He meant precisely that. Look at them, see that you do not stumble
at the words of the Lord, " I am going." I shall cease to be seen by
you and My voice will no longer be audible to you. Faith will hear
it-I will quicken faith-faith that will work wonders, faith satisfied
in Me. I undertake this work to prepare-when I am absent think
of Me, much and often-as engaged in preparing a place for you.
What a promise this is! and remember it is sure and steadfast. One
of those promises in which God cannot deny Himself, but must needs
keep to the letter without variation or shadow of turning. "And

The Gospel Magazine

409

if I go and prepare .a place for you I will come again." He is not
always to remain absent visibly from His people who love Him and
will to the end. He is coming for them and will transform them into
His own perfect likeness. What a sight it will be one morning when
the Sun of Righteousness arises with healing in His wings! Look for
it, child of God! hasten to it! Why be weary? Hasten to it, He
is coming, and the second time He is coming without reference to sin.
What a blessed thought! and those gathered-in saints, those gathered
by the Holy Ghost, those saints, also-without sin, sinners without
sin! It is marvellous to think of as being true for such of us as believe
that our transgressions are blotted out and forgotten-" Their sins
and their iniquity will I remember no more." Cherish the remembrance
of them yourselves. In the body, would God we might more
frequently remember our sins. Nothing so humbles us and keeps us
in a low place as the remembrance of sins whirh are forgiven sins.
Through the blood of the cross, see them-washed whiter than snow,
and God has made snow the whitest of His creatures, crystallized
whiteness. The sins, "horny sins," as the Psalmist calls them, and
such are the sins of our souls by the hardness of them, are to be remembered no more, they will never be brought up against the saints. The
blood has washed out the dye, the scarlet dye of sin, and spoiled the
power of sin. "I will come again and receive you unto Myself."
That is His promise--" unto Myself," and not another. He has
appropriated His Church in prospect, to Himself. "He that hath
the bride is the Bridegroom," and that is what He means when He
says He is coming to receive His blood-bought and blood-washed
saints to Himself-they are to be the property of the Bridegroom
Himself. "Having loved His own which were in the world, He loved
them unto the end." "That where I am, there ye may be also " with Him for ever and ever, with the Lamb in the glory, to leave His
blessed side no longer, not even for a moment, throughout all eternity.
He will keep His people nigh unto Him-nowhere else. "Also"love that word and make much of it. How blessed are the securities
of these promises-,-they are sure--all Yea and Amen " UlltO the glory
of God by us."
" And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know." It must have
astonished His slow-hearted believing disciples, I think, to be told
this by the lips that never lied nor exaggerated, nor overstated a thing,
but always kept to the exact truth. He was the Forerunner Who
" is for us entered, even Jesus." He went to show the way, to prepare
the way of the Lord, and make it certain for His believing few, to
straighten it for the souls of His trusting, much-tempted ones of
many fears and doubts. "The way ye know." "I am the way,"
and they knew Him in part and they were to follow Him fully. May
the Lord bless His word to us in the comfort and expectation of it,
for He will come for each one of us because we are a believing and
repentant people, His Church. He has presented to Himself a
glorious Church, without spot or blemish. How the Devil has plagued
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himself to find one blemish in those who have been washed in the
blood of God's dear Son, but he has never discovered one blot! All
things are Christ's, the One you believe in to the saving of your souls,
and Christ is God's, and God is satisfied with Christ. Oh, that one of
us should be guilty of the base sin of not loving Him and not following
Him and not suffering for Him! May the Lord make us clean every
whit, and to Him shall be all the praise!
DIVINE REGISTRATION:
THE PLEDGE OF DELIVERANCE IN TIMES OF TROUBLE.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED AT GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL, Nov. 5TH, 1837, BY THE REV. JOSEPH IRONS, MINISTER.

(Oontinued from page 345.)
WE proceed, in the second place, to notice the register of Daniel's
family; they are said to be written in the book. Blessed book! If
this precious Bible be the book intended, I love to examine its contents,
to search it for its hidden treasure, to inquire into its secret mysteries,
its deep things which are concealed from the carnal mind, but revealed
to the eye of faith by their Divine Author. But there is another
book, of earlier date and greater antiquity than the Bible, in which
the register of God's people is to be found; I mean, the book or
Covenant decrees, entitled" The Lamb's book of life" (Rev. xi. 27).
This is the volume of the Book in which it is written of Jesus, " Lo !
I come, I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God" (Ps. xl. 7). Jesus having
read this book, appeals to it for the register of His people, saying to the
Father, "In Thy book all My members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them" (Ps.
cxxxix. 16): and when He would point His disciples to the highest
possible ground of rejoicing, He says, "rather rejoice because your
names are written in heaven" (Luke x. 20). And when Paul greeted
his fellow-labourers, the Holy Ghost taught him to say, "Whose names
are in the book of life" (PhiI. iv. 3). There stand the names of all
the elect people of God, and therein is written all that concerns them
for time and for eternity. My hearers, do you believe this ~ I have
given you" Thus saith the Lord" for it; and remember, to reject tIllS
fundamental doctrine is to give God the lie and reject the testimony
of His Word, which from Genesis to Revelation is replete with this
glorious truth. Unregenerate men may carp and cavil at this statement, endeavouring to explain away the explicit meaning of the Word
of God; but to be consistent they should reject the Bible altogether,
for it uniformly speaks this language; therefore, nothing can be more
absurd than to profess to believe the Bible, and yet to reject the most
prominent doctrine it contains, and set up a system which is at variance
with its whole spirit and tenor, by perverting a few detached texts
which, when torn from their connection, may seem to support the
Arminian heresy. It is not man's province to judge God's Word, and
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condemn it as harsh-this were impious! It must be accepted as a
Divine revelation, leaving its Divine Author to justify Himself.
If vain man, who is "born like a wild ass's colt" (Job xi. 12), will
be so wise in his own eyes as to reject part of God's Word, because it is
irreconcilable with his wild theory, he may as well reject the whole,
for he thereby makes it of no more value than Mahomet's lying Koran,
or Paine's blasphemous reasonings. But whoever is enabled to receive
the oracles of God as the infallible standard of faith and practice,
must see, if enlightened by the Holy Spirit, that they uniformly refer
to their original, the book of Covenant decrees, which is constantly
under the inspection of J ehovah, and is the rule of His conduct toward
men. According to this every providence is directed, and the most
minute affairs of the whole family of God are regulated. Think of
this, ye tried believers: all the sorrows, cares, affiictions, and persecutions through whieh you are called to pass, are recorded in this
book of decrees: and all the supplies of graee, strength, comfort, and
joy, which you receive are recorded there also: your interests are
blended with the interests of Christ: your names are registered with
His in the book of life: Head and me'mbers together: and I scruple
not to affirm that the meanest, weakest saint on earth is as safe as the
elder Brother, the Covenant Head Himself, Who has sworn to them all,
" Because I live, ye shall live also."
" Chained to His throne the Volume lies,
With all the fates of men;
With every angel's form and size,
Drawn by the eternal pen."
And every child of God, every heir of glory, is found written in that
book, as an object of everlasting love. But some timid souls may be
ready to exclaim, These statements appear perfectly unanswera.ble,
and must be very encouraging to those who are interested in them, .
but how may I know that my name is there ~ I will endeavour to
satisfy you, my brother, upon this important point, for Jehovah has
condescended to give an open revelation of the book of the Covenant,
in the Book of inspiration, which is an abstract thereof; and if you
can find your name (your experience) written in the Bible with Daniel's
family, then you may be sure it is in the book of life, and can never be
blotted out. The original is safe in the archives of heaven; the copy
is sent down for us to read, in which the people of God are strikingly
portrayed.
We will confine our attention to Daniel, as it is his people who are
said to be written in the book; and his people are all, more or less, like
himself, in four particulars. In the first place they are written in this
Book as the children of a Covenant Head, the true circumcision, of
whom it is thus recorded, " The Lord thy God will circumcise thine
heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live" (Deut. xxx. 6).
In explanation of this the Apostle was directed by the Holy Ghost to
congratulate true believers, saying, "We are the circumcision, which
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worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh" (Phil. iii. 3); thus are they written in the Book.
Now let each of my hearers ask the solemn questio;n, "Does this
record belong to me ~ Am I thus written in the Book of inspiration ~
Then I may indulge the cheering hope, that my name is found
written in the book of Covenant decrees."
Again, Daniel and his people are written in this Book as praying
souls; for in the 6th chapter it is written that Daniel, with his window
open toward Jerusalem, looking toward the temple as the type of
Christ, "kneeled upon his knees tm:ee times a day, and prayed" ;
and this he did in the face of the blasphemous decree of a despotic
tyrant forbidding all prayer but to himself. Neither imperial wrath
nor the den of lions could silence the voice of prayer. Say then, my
hearers, are you of Daniel's people who keep up the holy habit of prayer ~
Are your eyes directed toward Christ, the Temple in Whom all the
fulness of the Godhead dwells ~ Then, in the coming persecution,
neither laws, prisons, racks, nor flames shall prevent your daily intercourse with God. Thus written in the Book of truth, you may be
satisfied that you are registered in the original book of Covenant
decrees on high.
Further, it is written in the Book concerning Daniel, that his conduct
was so circumspect and exemplary, that his most bitter and implacable
enemies could find fault with nothing but his religion, and have left.
this memorable testimony on record to his hOn01.lr and to their own
shame, "We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except
we find it against him concerning the law of his God" (vi. 5). Oh, that
everyone of my hearers may be enabled so to live as to extort the
same acknowledgment from modern conspirators, who despise the
law of God, hating and persecuting the Daniels of the present day!
Brethren, suffer the word of exhortation; "Walk circumspectly,"
" having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of
evil-doers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ" (1 Pet. iii. 16). You know by painful experience
the bitterness of the religious world against the kindred of Daniel,
whose consciences are not so pliant as to yield to the custom of giving
that honour to man which belongs only to God. You know how
they charge us with holding doctrines which lead to licentiousness.
Now, I call upon you, my brethren, to prove these Babylonians to he
false accusers, by giving them no occasion, except it be concerning the
law of your God; then if they will persist in persecuting us as Antinnmians, we may well endure this in the company of such a man as
Daniel, with our names found written with him in the Book.
Moreover, it is written of Daniel that he stood high in Divine favour,
and was personally assured of it by a revelation from God, saying,
" 0 man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee" (x. 19). Now
who among my hearers is living in the enjoyment of this blessed assurance ~ How many of you can respond to Daniel's experience, 11$
Paul did, saying, "He loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20) ~
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I do not mean to say that tills attainment is essential to prove your
relation; tills is not enjoyed by all God's cillldren: they are all greatly
beloved, but they do not all know it. It is very desirable, but many
have not reached it; to such I would say, if the other three characteristics of Daniel's family are yours, you may with confidence wait in
anticipation of realizing this, and rejoice that you are found written
in the book, as regenerated, praying, circumspect Christians, and that
tills register is copied from the book of Covenant decrees. Nevertheless, I would not have you satisfied without tills assurance also; for
indeed it is fraught with comfort, and brings much glory to God.
Listen not to the hue and cry raised against it by the modern Pharisees
of enthusiasm, p-resumption, and danger; if it were so, would God have
sent an angel from heaven to communicate it to Daniel? or would He
constantly send His Holy Spirit to bear witness with our spirits that
we are the cillldren of God? (Rom. viii. 16), thereby enabling us to
a,pproach Him in the spirit of adoption, crying, Abba, Father (Rom.
viii. 15).
Remembel', beloved, if this be dangerous doctrine, God Himself is
the Author of the danger, and all those who reject it as dangerous,
affect to be wiser than God, and charge Him foolishly. 0, the daring
temerity of proud Arminianism! The free-will conspiracy willch
reviles the charter of grace and perverts the oracles of God, would,
if it could, dethrone Christ, and tnrn His kingdom of Divine sovereignty
into republican anarchy as a stronghold for infidelity.
But let us notice how Daniel attained to this assurance, and by what
process of experience he was led to this high standing: tills also is
written in the Book. When this Divine manifestation commenced
he was alone, and so powerfully was the hand of God upon him that all
ills strength was gone: he fell with his face to the ground, and his
comeliness was turned into corruption (Dan. x. 8). Just so, my
brother, God deals with all whom He intends for the enjoyment of
assurance; the first touch of omnipotent grace paralyses all creature
strength, and the first view God gives a man of Himself turns ills supposed comeliness into corruption. The illgh road to assurance is
through tills valley of humiliation. When God gives a man to see and
feel that he is a very mass of corruption, then, and not till then, he
may expect to be favoured with special manifestations of Divine love.
Suppose an elegantly dressed, beautiful lady stood before you, in all
the attractions which human nature ever wore; and by her side lay a
breathless corpse, far gone to putrefaction, proud free-will would
claim the former as the facsimile of creature comeliness; but only let
the touch of the Holy Ghost remove the veil of ignorance from your
heart, and show you the corruption willch lies hidden there, and you
will be constrained to acknowledge that the loathsome corpse is the
most fit emblem of your corrupt nature, which you must carry about
with you as long as you are in the wilderness, though all its comeliness
is turned into corruption. Paul travelled tills same road, to attain this
assurance; as he says in ills Epistle to the Romans (vii. 24), when, after
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complaiIling of the body of death which he carried about with him, he
breaks out in a strain of thanksgiving which proclaimed the assurance
he had realized: "I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom.
vii. 25).
A sense of Divine love in the soul is never enjoyed until the soul is
laid prostrate in the dust of self-abasement, having no strength remaining; and adopting Job's language in a spiritual sense, " I have
said to corruption, Thou art my father; and to the worm, Thou art my
mother and my sister; and where now is my hope 1 " (Job xvii. 14).
Then the soul is prepared to receive that gracious touch, which set
Daniel upon his knees and upon the palms of his hands (chap. x. 10).
Sacred posture! Blessed touch! which brings the soul into communion
with God. Say, my brother, has all this been done for you 1 Do
your knees and the palms of your hands bear witness to the prostration
of all your powers before God 1 Then cherish the blessed anticipation
that ere long Daniel's assurance will be yours; one touch more of
that Divine hand shall open your mouth and strengthen your faith
(ver. 18), to hear Him say to thee, even to thee, "0 man greatly
beloved, fear not" (ver. 19).
Thus, my hearer, if you can read in the Book of inspiration a correct
description of your own experience, you have proof positive that you
are greatly beloved of the Lord, and that your name is written in the
book of Covenant decrees, as interested in all the blessings which
Covenant love has provided for a Covenant people. But let the careless, prayerless sinner remember that it is written, "Whosoe,er "as
not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire"
(Rev. xx. 15).
One thought more upon this head. The people of God are thus
made manifest in both worlds; like Job they each may exclaim,
" Behold, my witness is in heaven, and my record is on high" (Job
xvi. 19); for there God the Father looks upon the names of His children,
registered before Him as the objects of His love; and as " in continuance
they are fashioned," and brought forth into actual existence, He fulfils
the designs of love and the purposes of mercy in their experienceGod the Son recognizes the members of His mystical body in union
with Himself, and interested in all Covenant engagements-God the
Spirit bears His witness in heaven to the family compact, making
Himself responsible for their sanctification. They are also madc
manifest in this world by being written in the Book of Scripture; for
there is such an exact correspondence between that which is wrought
in the heart by the Holy Ghost, and that which He has written in His
Word, that he who runs may read the agreement; and if tIllS criterion
were constantly brought into use hypocrites would be detected,
timid believers would be greatly encouraged, and the distinction of
the Church of God from the world would be more effectually preserved.
By this rule James perceived the grace which was in Paul, and gave
him the right hand of fellowship (Gal. ii. 9). Paul also perceived that
Simon Magus was in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity
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(Acts viii. 23). The Shunammite perceived that Elisha wa;; an holy man
of God (2 Kings iv. 9), and even the enemies of God's people. in
Nehemiah's day, it is said, perceived that the work was wrought of
God (Neh. vi. 16); yea, it is promised of those who are found written
in the book, that" theit seed shall be known among the Gentiles, and
their offspring among the people: all that see them shall acknowledge
them, that they are the seed which the Lord hath blessed" (Isa.lxi. 9).
Thrice happy the man who can open the precious Book of God, and
read his own genealogy among the regenerated people of God, and
thereby obtain the fullest satisfaction that his register is safe in the
ancient register book of Covenant decrees.
(To be continued.)
"M.A.. KE THE MEK SIT

J o ID"

DOW~."

n.

10.
H.l.VE you e,er pondered these words ~ Have you found much in
them ~ A short, simple sentence, but suggesting sweet though
solemn thoughts. "Make the men sit down." What did Jesus
mean ~ He certainly did not intend the disciples to use main force.
Neither must we do so in our dealings with souls. Rather the command
was-invite, induce, intreat, persuade. Is not this just what we can
do to-day with the Gospel feast ~ "Make the men sit down." We
cannot" make" them receive the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour,
but we can give them the Lord's loving message, "Come unto Me."
See how suddenly and speedily " five thousand" were influenced by
a few men. So our influence extends much farther than we think.
What a mighty multitude to be mo\ed in a few short moments! How
did the disciples carry out Christ's command to "make the men sit
down"? Doubtless they told them to do so both by word and action.
A look, a wave of the hand, "ould convey more than words, and be
understood by many who could not he~r the voice. We cannot
suppose that those few disciples spoke individually to the whole" five
thousand men, beside women and children" (}fatt. xiv. 21), before
all were seated. No! look and gesture, as well as "ords, were used to
attain the object. So our whole selves and all that appertains to us,body, time, talents, influence, and possessions,--ean be used to " make
the men sit down." Do we thus act ~ Do we use all our powers to
touch many beyond our reach, as well as those with "hom we come
into close contact ~ Do we " make the men sit down" to the Gospel
feast to-day, as we might and as we ought ~ What about that letter
lately sent to the foreign mission field ~ Did it stir up the worker there
to " make the men sit down," afresh ~ The address given last week,
the call paid yesterday, the talk with a servant this morning, did each
tend to "make the men sit down" ~ These are heart-searching
questions, but let us constantly ask them of ourselves in God's sight.
He knows why we do things, though men may be deceived.

....
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Let us trace a twofold and helpful lesson in the passage before us.
Jesus made them do for themselves what it was utterly unnecessary
that He should do for them. Jesus did for them what it was absolutely
impossible that they could do for themselves. He is the same to-day.
There is much that we can do for ourselves and each other; let us
do it fully, faithfully, and prayerfully. There is much that only Jesus
can do-He will never fail or fall short. The disciples could not
ml1ltiply the good, they could not manage to make so little enough.
Jesus made it amply sufficient. But the disciples could invite the
people to enjoy it. They could ask them to " sit down," they could
carry it round and offer it to them. We can do all this to-day. Jesus
has multiplied pardons, has given His life, the Just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God. The feast of salvation is plentifully
provided! 'Tis for you, 'tis for me, to "make the men sit down~"
Not by force, but by persuasion; not by command, but by entreaty.
Let us speak of His love, and utter His words. Let us tell what He is
to us, what He has done for us; aye! let us do all in our power to
" make the men sit down."
If we turn to two other narratives, we shall find in them similar
lessons and teaching. The removal of Peter from prison and the raising
of Lazarus from death.
The Lord never does for us what we can do for ourselves. W'e see
. this distinctly in Peter's release from prison. It was Almighty power
that smote off his chains, and made the "iron gate" to open of
" his own accord" (Acts xii. 7-10). Peter was powerless t{) control
his own " chains" or to move the massive" gate." We are unable
to move to accomplish our own salvation. J BSns has done the work
for the believer. But Peter was commanded to " arise" and " gird
thyself and bmd on thy sandals." And so he did. "Cast thy garment
about thee, and follow me. And he went out and followed him."
Do we " follow" when our loving Lord calls? Many ways of following, many means of grace are open to us to use or neglect. We can
"make supplication for all saints," study the Word of God and attend
God's house and keep His day holy;~ or we can leave these things
undone,' and suffer loss in consequence, God has given us His
Word, but He does not make us read it. He has given us His house,
but He does not force us into it. He has given us His day, but He
commands, not compels, us to " keep" it, He has given us the power
and the privilege of prayer; He calls and enables us to commune
with Him. But if we are His true followers, we love to avail ourselves
of these privileges. We thankfully and willingly "gird" ourselves
and" bind on (our) sandals," because we feel our need of such spiritual
helps. Ephesians vi. 12-18 beautifully corresponds with the angel's
exhortation to Peter. There, amongst other injunctions, we are told
to have our" loins girt about with truth," and our" feet shod with the
preparation of the Gospel of peace."
The Lord does not do for others what you and I can do for them.
The raising of Lazarus brings this lesson home to us. Jesus said to
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him, Lazarus, come forth" (John xi. 43). There was a double human
impossibility with which to cope. How could a dead man move at
all, or how could a living man arise when tightly bound" from neck
to toe with many yards of linen? Christ's command was coupled
with power and accompanied with ability. For he that was dead
came forth." But he was bound
bound hand and foot (and
Jesus saith unto them" who looked
face) with graveclothes."
on, Loose him, and let him go." Previously Christ had said to the
crowd, "Take ye away the stone." And they had done it, albeit
they knew that they were unable to make the dead man live. Just
so with us. There are some bound" Christians whom we can
loose." There are many" stones" that we can" take away" out
of our fellow-Christians' paths. Do we make the men sit down"
as often as we might? Do we sufficiently exhort and assist to stablish, strengthen, settle" each other in the things of God? Can we not
make the men sit down" more often than we do? Oh! may the
Holy Spirit bring home to us our individual responsibility, to ourselves
and to our fellow-men, and make us more faithful in our intercourse
with each other.
Perhaps these truths are even more beautifully and significantly
brought out in the case of Martha and Mary while Lazarus was in the
grave. Look again at John xi. 20, 21. Martha had once been condemned for service and Mary commended for sitting (Luke x. 38-42).
Here it is reversed. Mary's indolence is reproved by Martha's energy.
Then Martha, as soon as
Lazarus was dead but Jesus was near.
she heard that . . . went and met Him: but Mary sat still in the
house." What happened a little later?
Martha called Mary her
sister secretly, saying, The Master is come and calleth for thee. As
soon as she heard that, she arose quickly and came unto Him." The
energetic sister was the instrument used to bring the indolent one nearer
to Jesus-near enough to witness the raising of Lazarus. What a
privilege to be permitted to do this for her own sister. And what a
voice for us! Martha faithfully delivered her Master's message, and
that message was immediately heeded. For "when Mary heard
that," she found it irresistible. So too, can the Spirit apply that
message when we deliver it to a sleeping soul. And how often He
blesses the secret service. Can we not bring some who are His,
nearer to Him? Can we not bring others who are apparently not
His, near to Him by our efforts ?-ask them to read His Word, invite
them to come to His house. We do not know what the result may be.
Can we not utter, again and again, that same sweet message of salvation?
Can we not make the men sit down" by saying softly in their ear,
The Master is come, and calleth for thee"? And so soon as they
hear that they will arise quickly and come unto Him. For the Spirit
pierces between the joints of the armour. There is always one weak
spot in the human armour of the dead" soul before it is quickened "
(Eph. ii. 1). And the Spirit sends the arrow straight into that spot.
For we read in John v. 25:
The dead shall hear the voice of the Son
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of God, and they that hear shall live." May many" hear" and" live"
and" come unto Him," through our telling them, "He calleth for
thee."
Many passages teach the same precious and practical lesson.
One or two are enough to enumerate. Noah could build the ark,
but only the Lord could remove the flood. Eight people walked into the
ark for safety, but the Lord Himself" shut (them) in." The Israelites
passed over the Red Sea on foot, but the Lord had caused the waters
to part. In later years, "men laid their hands on the Apostles and
put them in the common prison. But the angel of the Lord by night
opened the prison doors, and brought them forth" (Acts v. 18, 19).
" The jailer . . . thrust (Paul and Silas) into the inner prison, and
made their feet fast in the stocks." But the Lord made" a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and
immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's bands were
loosed" (Acts xvi. 19-26). To-day, as then, the Lord will assuredly
do what we cannot; let us be faithful to do what we can. Let UB
strive more earnestly than ever to " make the men sit down" !
Brixton.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
DIVINELY BEGOTTEN.
" Except a. man be born from abo-ve he cannot see the hngdom of God."
-JOHN iii. 3 (marg.).
" Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, ye hm:e
no life in YOU."-JOHN vi. 33.
A MISCONCEPTION of our Lord's meaning in these passages is the chief
cause of all the false doctrines, heresies, and divisions known to the
world. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh,. and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit." Many travellers Zionward have failed
to apprehend the full meaning of the Master's words; and it is in
the hope therefore that clearer light may be vouchsafed to such, that
the following thoughts have been written in sole dependence upon
the Holy Spirit's teaching.
The first lesson taught by Jesus to Nicodemus was the absolute
necessity of a man being born again, or that he could not see the
kingdom of God: this implying that the natural man is blind to all
things spiritual, and making emphatic the essential difference that
exists between that which is born of the flesh and that which is born
of the Spirit. The two natures cannot be mixed or mingled; they
are antagonistic, a never ceasing warfare is being waged between
them, bringing either the spiritual into bondage or the cal'llal into
subjection. This being so, it follows that the flesh or Adam-nature
cannot, at any time, help that which is spiritual to walk or live in the
Spirit; neither can the spiritual, or new man in Christ, enable the
flesh or old nature to do good; because, as before stated, the two
natures are essentially distinct.
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There are many sincere but simple-minded Christians who think
that the flesh-eall it so-must play an important part in their worship
and service of God, Who is a Spirit. This is a sad error, and a stumblingblock also. All calls to worship answered by the flesh, or natural
will impelling, are not of spiritual impelling, and lead not to worship
which God accepts as being in spirit and in truth, but rather to
spiritual exhaustion and depression. When Paul realized the working
within himself of the two principles, he wrote, " So then with my mind
I myself serve the law of God, but with my flesh the law of sin"
(Rom. vii. 25).
The essential difference, already referred to, between that which
is born of the flesh and that "hich is born of the Spirit, must be clearly
understood before any true Christian can intelligently and in real
earnest "press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. iii. 14). And he must seek to realize as
did Paul that the flesh or carnal mind is his soul's deadly enemy and
can in no way be a help to the soul.
In short, if we would rise to the full height of our privileges and
standing in Christ we must look away from ourselves~what we are,
and what we might be in the flesh-to Jesus, Who is the Author or
Beginner, and the Finisher of our faith. This attitude of soul is entirely
through the grace and work of God the Holy Spirit; and that which
opposes the soul's progress heavenward and homeward is the flesh
or ~arnal mind energized by Satan: hence the conflict or warfare
referred to by Paul. The ultimate result of this conflict can never
be in doubt in the case of any believer in Christ. It must end, through
grace, in the gradual defeat and renunciation of the spirit of evil;
for where God the Holy Spirit has taken possession of any soul, we
are persuaded, in the words of Paul, that " He Who hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the Day of Jesus Christ." The
old man dies in proportion as the ne" man, energized by the Holy
Spirit, is enabled to resist and overcome it. This appears to have
been in the Apostle's mind when he wrote, " I die daily" (1 Cor. xv.
31), for although he may have referred to every-day perils from the
world, he was not likely to be insensible to daily conquests in the
Spirit over perils in the flesh, as well as from the world: and this is
evident from the laudatory testimony and rejoicing of his Corinthian
converts.
In this sense Paul died daily, for he daily became more and more
oblivious of dangers, both from within and from without. And Paul's
confidence in the love of God increased in him so exceedingly that
he could write to the Romans-ehap. viii. 37-39-" Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors, through Him that loved us. For
I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." The Apostle
expressed himself to the same effect, and in similar terms, in 2 Cor.
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v. 16: "Henceforth know we no man after the flesh," etc., thus again
making emphatic the essential difference between the flesh and the
spirit; and the worthlessness of the former.
It is readily perceived, then, that a misconception of our Lord's
words to Nicodemus must be the cause of many grievous errors in
what is termed the" religious world," which fosters and propagates
them. Hence, we have carnal or flesWy ordinances taking the place
of spiritual worship; and bread and wine idolatrously worshipped
as the flesh and blood of the Son of Man. And this is done in opposition
to, or in defiance of, our Lord's words at Capernaum, when He stated
most explicitly that eating His flesh and drinking His blood was" not
as "-01' in the manner that--(Gr. kathws) "your fathers did eat manna
and are dead. He that eateth of this Bread shall live for ever"
(John vi. 58).
And then, knowing in Himself that certain disciples murmured,
Jesus added words well within the grasp of even the more ignorant
among them: " What and if ye shall see the Son of Man ascend where
He was before? It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth
nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit and they
are life" (vv. 62, 63). All God's children know that conventional
thoughts about Calvary will not create the life of which Jesus spake
to Nicodemus, "Except a man be born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God." It is not until, through grace, this new eternal
life is received, that anyone can feel the need of spiritual sustenance.
The new man, with even his first breath, craves for spiritual food, and
this food comes alone from Him Who is Himself the Life. "I," said
Jesus, "am . . . the Life" (John xiv. 6); and "Except ye eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood ye have no life in you.
Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life," etc.
(vv. 53, 54).
No partaking of Him-no felt need of Him daily and hourly-is
evidence either of spiritual death or of sleep.
It has been said that when Jesus spake the words recorded in John
vi. 33, He meant the same thing as when, at the Last Supper, He
said, "Take eat, this is My Body," etc. (Matt. xxvi. 26). But the
occasions were different and the signification was different. In the
discourse now under our consideration Jesus clearly intended His
followers to hear and h'IlOW by the outward ear that there is a vital
difference between a natural man and a man born again in newness
of life; and that the latter needs spiritual support and maintenance
which are derived solely from Himself. That occasion was intended
to be regarded as a proclamation of the truth. But on the occasion
of the "Last Supper" our Lord's intention was to demonstrate and
show forth in the lives of His people their oneness in Him, the Living
Bread, by eating and drinking together bread and wine in remembrance
of what He is to His children.
Now, once again, what is the simple explanation of our Lord's
words, " Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His
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blood, ye have no life in you" 1 That the words imply a mysterythe hidden meaning of a symbol-is apparent to all men; but to the
in·itiated they are the simple declaration of a vital spiritual necessity,
which all who have the mind of Christ find no difficulty, through
grace, in apprehending. "Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ," that His Beloved Son is also Son of Man, made
like unto His brethren whom He came to redeem, sanctify, and glorify
with Himself. "A body hast Thou prepared Me" (Heb. x. 5). This
body-His flesh and blood-was necessary for the work of redeeming
love, and the flesh and blood of the God-man thus become absolute
necessities to each and all of His blood-bought family; for in J ehovah's
plan of salvation without these they could not have been saved. "By
His own blood He entered in once into the Holy Place, having obtained
eternal redemption for us." Well may His children speak of the price
of their redemption, in the words of Peter, as " the precious blood of
Christ as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot" (1 Pet. i. 19).
Precious, yea, most preciO'us to His children; for they live, and move,
and have their spiritual being in the strength and support of His flesh
and blood, which, as es ential to their new life, are infinitely more
to them than the flesh and blood of a perishing body. "He that
eateth of this Bread, shall live for ever." How, then, do we feed upon
His flesh and blood 1 By faith, which is the gift of God. Faith is
a living principle, not an act of natural impelling: the flesh has nothing
whatever to do with faith. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the Word of God" (Rom. x. 17). "But," continued he, referring
to Israel, " have they not heard 1 Yes verily, their sound went into
all the earth. . . . But Esaias is verv bold, and saith, I was found of
them that sought Me not; I was made manifest unto them that asked
not after Me" (Rom. x. 17-20).
In this we see the conclusion of the whole matter; that" it is of
faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all
the seed" (Rom. iv. 16). The Holy Spirit is the One only administrator
of the grace of God; and God's elect children receive faith to partake
of the God-man-Jesus Christ--His flesh and blood, in the only sense
explained by Himself, according to the measure of the grace of God.
" The words that I speak unto you they are the Spirit and they are
Life."
E. H.
AN ANCIENT QUESTION.
COULD Jacob in faith have looked back on the promise made to
Abraham that his seed should sojourn in a strange land, could he have
called to remembrance the word spoken to himself by his God, "I
will surely do thee good and will not leave thee," perhaps--overwhelmed as he was-he might have paused in his pathetic question,
" Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me as to tell the man whether ye had
yet a brother 1" No wonder his sons replied, "Could we certainly
know that he would say, Bring your brother down 1" God knew
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why they" dealt so ill " with their father, but at the time His" worm"
knew only that Joseph was not, Simeon was not, Benjamin was to be
taken away, and that he was a bereaved man. But he smiled again
and lifted up his head as his eye rested affectionately on his beloved
Joseph; and the" wherefore" of his night was turned into a " therefore" of the morning as his hands were laid in blessing on the heads
of the lads. That was so far as concerned Jacob himself. God, seeing
not as man seeth, beheld His own purposes slowly ripening-slowly,
because four hundred years was a long time to be in captivity, forty
years was a long wilderness journey, but the things which had been
kept secret from the father were revealed unto his children when they
took possession of their inheritance. Pharaoh had been raised up
that God might "show His power in him"; there had been purpose
and blessing in every leading round and about, and Moses' eye of faith
was not dim when, beholding "all the land," he could say, "He
brought us out that He might bring us in" ; and the spiritual force
was not abated which depended on Jehovah, Who chose because He
would, loved becal~se He did, and turned not from His purposes of
redemption towards a people whom He formed for Himself.
But the reasoning according to "things that appear," the" why"
of present darkness, were not new with the tried sad heart of him who
had known what it ,vas to prevail. There had been one" perfect and
upright" that" feared God and eschewed evil," who wearied himself
in the multitude of his perplexities and in the oft-repeated cry, " Show
me wherefore Thou contendest with me." "Why hast Thou set me
as a mark against Thee, so that I am a burden to myself ~ How long
wilt Thou not depart from me nor let me alone ~ Why died I not
from the womb ~ Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery
and life unto the bitter in soul ~ Why is light given to a man whose
way is hid and whom God hath hedged in?" "Wherefore do the
wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power?" Then the Lord,
having long time kept silence and holden His peace, gathered all the
questions up and" answered Job out of the whirlwind," answered
him in sovereignty, so that his listening servant replied not again
but to acknowledge, "Behold I am vile, I will proceed no further,"
yet answered in such clear and unmistakable tones of forgiving,
comforting, and restoring goodness, that "their sound is gone out
into all the earth," and we " on whom the ends of the world are come"
still must testify that" the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy."
As Jacob was not the first, so he was not the last to seek with a" how"
or "why" to understand the ways of the Lord. He has had a seed.
Their hearts' questionings have been laid open to us who are in no
wise better. Moses himself, ruler and deliverer, "returned unto the
Lord and said, Lord, wherefore hast Thou so evil entreated this people ~
Why is it that Thou hast sent me ?" From Gideon, mighty man of
valour, we hear, " Why has all this befallen us ?" From the " sweet
Psalmist of Israel, "Why go I mourning because of the oppression of
the enemy? Why hidest Thou Thy face from me ~ Why castest
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Thou off my soul? How long wilt Thou forget me, 0 Lord, for ever?"
From Jeremiah, "Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me
a man of strife and a man of contention to the whole earth! Why
is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refuseth to be
healed? And" the burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see"
begins, " 0 Lord, how long shall I cry, and Thou wilt not hear? Why
dost Thou show me iniquity?" That is how he began to prophesy,
b]lt the just lives by his faith in chapter ii., and a rejoicing in the
Lord, whether giving or withholding, closes the little book. The
weeping prophet, too, with faith in a coming Saviour, girds up the
loins of his mind and sets himself another question, " Wherefore doth
a living man complain, a man for the punishment of his sins? Let
us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord." What will
the Lord say? What has the Lord already said? He, too, can
complain, " Thou hast not called upon Me, 0 J acob; but thou hast
been weary of Me, 0 Israel. . . . Thou hast made Me to serve with
thy sins, thou hast wearied Me with thine iniquities. . . . Have I been
a barren wilderness unto thee, or a land of darkness?" He can take
up His children's own language, and with love's expostulation ask,
"Why sayest thou, 0 Jacob, and speakest, 0 Israel, My way is hid
from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God? Hast
thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is
weary? There is no searching of His understanding. He giveth
power to the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth
strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young
men shall utterly fall: but they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strengt.h; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be wea.ry; and they shall walk, and not faint." So having
obtained help, if but a little, "they faint not." The weakest among
them is as David-goes in and sits" before the Lord" with another kind
of wherefore; "Who am I, 0 Lord, and what is my father's house, that
Thou hast brought me hitherto?" a.nd can spiritualize the language
of "the handmaid of the Lord," and with Spirit-given repentance,
love, and humility-precious in the sight of Him Who bestows, precious
in the experience of the one who receives-can ask: "Why hast
Thou taken knowledge of me, seeing I am a stranger?" Does that
question still remain unanswered? The Lord did not answer when
.. Judas saith unto Him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that Thou wilt
manifest Thyself unto us, and not unto the world?" "Why speakest
Thou unto them in parables?" But surely He did when" at that
time Jesus answered and said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father,
for so it seemed good in Thy sight": "Come unto Me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden." For He had come, full of grace and
truth, the Revelation of the Father; and things which had been kellt
secret, now were made manifest. His Name was called Jesus, for He

424

The

~ospel

Magaztne

should save His people from their sin. He came that they might
have life and might have it more abundantly. He spake many things
unto them, l'that His joy might remain in them, and that their jo.v
might be full." He returned to His Father because He must prepare
a place for them, and promised to come again, with the reason, " that
where I am, there ye may be also." All is plain to Him that understands and knows His own work from the beginning. He knew why
He made Christ to be sin for us, Who knew no sin, and can measure
the depth of His reason as no child of His grace can-" that we should
be made the righteousness of God in Him." And knowing that He
'will never be disappointed in His own work (and He wills that His
people be one with Himself), His "ambassadors" are enjoined to
beseech men in Christ's stead to be reconciled to Him; glad that
all salvation should be to the praise of the glory of His grace and the
manifold wisdom of God, and reconciled to God in every leading of
His sanctified providence and ordering. It is of Him that all things
are for the elect's sakes, and that all things work together for good
to His loved and called-loving and calling-ones. "Say not thou,
What is the cause that the former days were better than these? for
thou dost not enquire wisely concerning them." He has known all
the intricacies and strangeness of the way, Who, " that He might be
a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to
make reconciliation for the sins of the people," was made like unto
His brethren. "That He might be able to succour them that are
tempted," He was" in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin." "Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter
into His glory?" "For this cause He is a Mediator of the New
Testament, that they which are called might receive the promise of
eternal inheritance."
Oh, learn of Him, the Comforter, the Holy Ghost Who, Himself the
Occupant of the renewed heart, cannot rest while "the thing" is
unfinished. He knows perfectly, though He does not immediately
answer, the Rebekah question, "Why am I thus?" He will forgive
the sin of it, He will compassionate the weakness, and when the set
time comes will speak peace, love, and light. So we might join with
" certain of our own poets," whose dust waits with us, who in their
hymns admonish one another: "Why those fears? Behold!
'tis Jesus holds the helm and guides the ship"; "Why should the
children of a King go mourning all their days? "; "Why should the
soul a drop bemoan, that has a Fountain near?" Hart spoke out
of the conflict when he said: "Buts, ifs, and hows are hurled to plunge
us in the gloom of all that's dismal in this world, or in the world to
come." Cowper's faith triumphed at times over the blind unbelief
that is" sure to err, and scan His work in vain," and Kent's refreshing
was to "rest in the promise God has spoke, rest in the oath that He
has sworn." But whatever they say-weak or strong-God says of
all in His bundle of life: "It shall be well with the righteous."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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AFFLICTED-TOSSED-NOT COMFORTED.
THERE are many dear readers of these pages who can point to' the
above title as a description of themselves. They are affiictedaffiicted very sorely, some of them. "I was greatly affiicted": "I
am affiicted very much," said the Psalmist. It is a well-trodden
path, this path of affiiction, but it leads Zionward. "I have chosen
thee in the furnace of affiiction." The Lord looks on the children of
affiiction in His sovereign choice. And He says furthermore, "In
all their affiiction He was affiicted, and the angel of His presence saved
them."
Affiictions are of varied kinds. I have been amazed sometimes,
when hearing from one and another of the Lord's children, to know of
the variety of ways in which He exercises them. No two alike. Perhaps this is in order that we should never act on another's experience,
but each one take his affiiction to the Lord Himself for deliverance.
He knoweth how to deliver. And His deliverances are just as wonderful
in variety. Sometimes He affiicts by inward conflict of soul, so strong
that the subject of it is well-nigh driven to despair. Sometimes
affiiction takes the form of unjust treatment in business affairs, which
gall the spirit and wound the susceptibilities. Sometimes affiiction
consists in enduring the scorn and contempt of those around, for
righteousness' sake, in being considered" narrow-minded" and" uncharitable." Sometimes affiiction is in the form of disease and pain;
sometimes of deep anxiety as to ways and means; sometimes of sore
bereavement. The Lord has so many, many ways of testing His
own dear people.
And this "tossed with tempest" seems to imply being actually
moved about with violence. « I am tossed up and down as the
locust," said poor David, who knew many and varied affiictions in
his life. « I am full of tossings to and fro until the dawning of the day"
was the experience of God's tried servant Job. Such is the lot of
some of the children of His choice and love. These are thev whom
He brings through much tribulation, with no foothold her~. They
are blown away, so to speak, from all creature dependency; they
would fain cling here and cling there, but they are tossed about and
tossed away from all; they are tossed as in a storm-hither and
thither, to and fro-not knowing which way to look or to what
to hold.
" Tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings within, and fears without."
Ag~in, « Not comforted." They cannot lay hold of the faithful
pronllses of God; they cannot feel Him near; they cannot realize
it is His own dealing. We try to bring to their memory this precious
saying or the other, but they cannot take it, they are « not comforted,"
they cannot indeed be comforted with aught but a direct message
from Himself. « My soul refused to be comforted."
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Well, dear reader, the Lord does not leave His blood-bought
inheritance in their affliction. He does not leave them to the fury
of the tempest, and He does not leave them comfortless. It must
often have riveted your attention, I am sure, as it has done mine,
to see how He gives the sweetest and tenderest assurances to His
afflicted people, and deals very patiently and very gently with them.
He loves to hear the sound of thanksgiving and praise and to be
glorified in His people. But to those who are weak, and cast down,
and tempest-tossed, and afflicted, He speaks most tenderly. Thus
He says, "0 thou afflicted, tossed with tempest and not comforted, behold I will lay thy stones with fair colours and lay thy
foundations with sapphires." Now we may take, by the Holy Spirit's
teaching, the stones as spiritually signifying the trials and stumblingblocks which He, the Former and Creator, will lay with fair colours.
Thus the very trials themselves are changed into triumphs. The
stones, hard stones of calumny and scorn, are radiant in His sight
with the blue of faithfulness. The soreness of bereavement becomes
the ruby red of love. The injustice suffered in His cause glistens
with the diamond white of purity. Anxieties as to what the day may
bring forth shine with the rosy pink of the consolations of the Rose
of Sharon, and disease and pain gleam golden yellow in the glory that
excelleth up there. There is glory in the tribulations themselves.
Again, the stones may well refer to the stones in the building
composed of believers who form the Temple of the New Jerusalem.
" Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house." We read
of the temple of Solomon that there were prepared for it (1 Chron.
xxix. 2) " onyx stones and stones to be set, glistering stones, and of
divers colours, and all manner of precious stones." Thus they were
stones of beauty, as are the Lord's people to Him. The" fair colours"
seem akin to the" divers colours."
Then to my mind the sweetest of all thoughts in connection with
these fair colours is that the stones, whether typifying troubles or
individual believers as stones of a building, are bathed, or enveloped,
or hidden, or covered in Jesus. Thus He, the all-fair, presents His
own all-glorious side to His Father, and the stones are indeed laid
in fair colours because in Christ. Apply it, dear reader, to thine own
special trial and to thyself. In Him thou art gloriously complete,
and the Father sees no spot in thee. The stones are laid with fair
colours.
We read also, "and lay thy foundations \vith sapphires"-blue
sapphires, the colour of faithfulness. Thy foundations and all on
which thy hopes rest are the Covenant faithfulness of J ehovah. The
righteousness, and love, and glory of Christ, all glowing in faithfulness
-God is faithful-God in Christ is faithful. "My faithfulness and
My mercy shall be with him": "Nor will I suffer My faithfulness
to fail."
Just a few words to the" not comforted." "Comfort ye, comfort
ye, My people, saith your God": He will not leave them uncomforted.
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No, "He hath sent Me," said Jesus, "to comfort all that mourn."
" Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted." And
how extremely tender His comfort is: "As one whom his mother
comforteth, so will I comfort you." Who is so gentle, who understands the soreness of heart and the bitterness of grief, as a mother ~
Who is so heartily indignant at any injury done to her child, or so
patient under grief, as a mother ~ Who is so self-denying, who so
sweetly soothing, as a dear mother ~ She is one with her darling in
grief as in joy, she will sacrifice her very life for the well-being of her
child, and" as a mother comforteth, so will I comfort you." What
a world of consolation in that" so," and what a world of power in
the" I ": "so will I comfort you."
"Ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem." Yes, in the New Jerusalem
above there "ill be balm for all "oes, comfort for all sorrow, calm from
all tempest, abounding joy for all affiictions. And how our hearts
will rejoice "hen we see Him the Comforter.
" Not comforted.," oh, child of God ~ I can call to mind one after
another of God's dear people now in glory whom I have known
personally; how longing their looks, how sad their tones, when verses
of Scripture which seemed to meet their case exactly were repeated
to them, as they said, " Ah! but I want it from Himself," or, " Oh !
that was said to Peter" (or John, or David, as the case may be), "but
not to me." Or," If I could only feel He meant it for me." They
have trembled to appropriate anything, and were" not comforted."
God knows these dear people of tender conscience, of smitten heart;
He knows their feeling after Him. And He will comfort them in His
own time and in His own way. "I have wounded and I will heal."
And "e hear the glad "ords, " Oh! what a sweet word I had from
Him this morning;" very often it "as too full and too sweet to
explain to anyone, a happy secret bet"een the soul and the Saviour.
Eyes fill with glad tears at the bare memory of the intense tenderness
of the love in it. Very brief such visits are, but the savour remains.
A continual supply would be more than the child of God could bear ;
too great a " weight of glory;" but" on Canaan's happy shore" it
will be endless joy and continual manifestation of favour. Satan
is ever ready to tempt and to try to take away the consolations of
these sweet tokens of God's love--more so after these seasons than at
other times-just as the Master Himself was tempted after the glorious
manifestation at His baptism. But look up, dear child of God; " He
will not fail thee." "The Almighty shall be thy defence." The
Almighty! He is stronger than Satan. He will be " a covert from
the tempest," " a refuge for the oppressed."
If you read further on in this wonderful chapter (Is. liv.) you will
find abundant consolations for God's afflicted people, the "heritage
of the servants of the Lord," their own inheritance in Christ; for,
" this righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord," and all is safe-so safe,
so sure, so abiding, so infinitely full in Him.
NETTlE.
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MARTIN LUTHER'S EXPOSITION OF THE LORD'S PRAYER.
(Continued from p. 370).

The Seventh and last Petition.
BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.

AMEN.

well, that it is in the last place we are taught here to deprecate
evil; that is, sedition, famine, war, pestilence, disease, and every
torment of body and soul. For we ought to pray against these things;
yet in due order, and in the last place. Why so ~ We find not a few
who make suit to God only to be delivered from evil, and seek nothing
else; and do not once think of the first petition, so as to seekfirst the
honour, name, and will of God. They seek their own will, and quite
invert the order of the prayer; they begin at the end, and never arrive
at the beginning. They would be free from their troubles, whether it
be to the honour of God or not, and whether it be His will or not. But a
rightly instructed man prays thus: "0 dear Father, evil and pain
oppress me, and I suffer great adversity and trouble, and I am afraid
of hell; do Thou deliver me, yet no otherwise than is consistent with
Thy will, glory, and praise; if not, let not my will, but Thine be done.
For Thy Divine honour and will are dearer to me than all my ease and
comfort, temporal and eternal." Behold this is an acceptable and
good prayer, which will assuredly be heard in heaven: and if thou
prayest in another way, or with another object, it will neither be
accepted nor answered.
Since then this life is nothing but a miserable evil, from which temptation certainly springs, we ought to seek to be delivered from the evil,
that temptation and sin may cease, and so the will of God be done, and
His kingdom come, to the praise and glory of His holy name.
Concerning the word Amen.
The word Amen is Hebrew, and means" certainly" or "truly." It
is a word which deserves great attention, for it expresses that faith
which must be in all the petitions. For Christ has said, " All things
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." And in
another place, "What things soever ye desire when ye pray, believe
that ye shall receive them, and ye shall have them." For thus that
Gentile woman received what she prayed for because she did not give
up, but firmly believed; so that the Lord said to her, "0 woman,
great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt." So likewise St.
James says, that if a man ask anything of God, he must ask in faith,
nothing wavering; for let not him that wavers think that he shall
receive anything of the Lord. Wherefore it is with prayer, as the
wise man says, "The end is better than the beginning." For when
thousayest " Amen" at the end, with a believing heart, then is the
prayer ratified and heard; and when this is not found, neither the
beginning nor the middle of the prayer is of any profit. Thus then
should he who would pray, examine himself, and inquire whether he
believes or doubts that he shall be heard. If he find himself in doubt,
MARK
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and wavering in uncertainty, having left it at a venture, then is his
prayer nothing. For his heart is not fixed. Therefore God can put
nothing into it; as little as thou canst give aught to a man if he hold
not his hand still.
And only consider how it would please thee if any man should
earnestly entreat thee, and should say at the close, "But I do not
believe thou wilt give it me," although thou hadst promised him
faithfully. Thou wouldst look upon his prayer as a mockery, and
recall whatever thou hadst promised before, and perhaps punish him
besides. How then will God be pleased, who has given us a sure
promise that whatever we ask in prayer, we shall have it, when we
charge Him with falsehood by our unbelief, and even in the prayer,
act contrary to the prayer, and disavow His verity, which in the prayer
we call upon?
Therefore this word Amen means "For certain," "assuredly,"
" firmly"; and it expresses a firm and hearty faith, as if thou saidst,
" I doubt not, 0 God, my Father, that these things are sure which I
have prayed for, and will be done; not because I have uttered them
in prayer, but because Thou hast commanded us to pray for them, and
hast given us a sure promise. For I am certain,\Thou, 0 God, art faithful, and canst not lie; and thus it is not the merit of my prayer, but
the certainty of Thy truth, which makes me firmly believe; and I have
no doubt from these things, that it is and shall be, Amen."
Here some exceedingly err, who make their prayer to be of no avail;
who pray very much with the mouth, but never from the heart;
because they will not believe before they are answered, or before they
know or think they have prayed well and worthily; and thus build
upon themselves, and upon the sand. All such are condemned; for
it is impossible that a prayer should in its own nature be sufficient and
worthy to be heard of God; but it must rest upon the truth and
promise of God. For if God had not commanded us to pray, nor
promised beforehand to hear, the whole creation would be unable to
obtain even a grain of corn with all their prayers.
Therefore consider well, a prayer is not good and right because it is
fluent, devout, sweet, or long, whether it be for temporal or eternal
benefits; but that is good which builds on a good foundation, and
firmly believes that it shall be answered, however mean'and unworthy
it be in itself, on account of the most true promise and engagement of
God. The word and promise of God, not thy devotion, makes the
prayer good. For that faith which is grounded upon His word is the
true devotion, without which all other devotion is mere deceit and
error.
A SHORT VIEW AND ARRANGEMENT OF ALL THE PRECEDING PETITIONS.

A Dialogue between the Soul and God.
The desire of the Soul. 0 our Father, which art in heaven, we Thy
children upon earth are separated from Thee in exile; for there is a
vast distance between Thee and us. How shall we ever come home to
Thee and to our own country?
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The answer of God. A son honoureth his father, and a servant his
master; if then I be a father, where is My honour? and if I be a
master, where is My fear? For My holy name is blasphemed and
dishonoured by and through you (Malachi i. 6; Isaiah lii. 5).
Soul. Alas, 0 Father, it is true indeed, and we confess our sin. Be
Thou a gracious Father to us, and enter not into judgment with us, to
bring us to account: but grant us Thy grace that our life may be such
that Thy holy name may be hallowed in us. Suffer us not to think,
speak, do, have, or undertake anything, unless it be to Thy honour ;
that so before all things Thy honour and name, not our own vain honour
and name, be sought by us. Grant that as children love their father,
so we may love, fear, and honour Thee.
God. How can My name and honour be hallowed by you when your
whole heart and thoughts are inclined to evil, and you lie captives in
sin? None can sing My praise in a strange land (Genesis vi. 5 and viii.
21; Psalm cxxxvii. 4).
Soul. 0 Father, this is true; we feel our members are prone to evil,
and that the world, the flesh, and the devil would reign in us, and so
cast out Thy honour and name. Wherefore we pray that Thou wouldst
deliver us from this exile and let Thy kingdom come to us, that sin being
driven out, and we being made good and acceptable to Thee, Thou alone
mayst reign in us, and we may become Thy kingdom, by the obedience
of all our powers, both inward and out"ard.
God. Whom I intend to help, him I destroy; and whom I "ill
make alive, and make blessed and rich and good, him I kill, cast off,
and reduce to poverty, and to nothing at all. But ye will not bear such
My purpose and act; how then should I help you, and what should I
do more? (Deut. xxxii. 39; Psalm cii. and lxxviii.; Isaiah i. 4, 5).
Soul. We are grieved that we neither understand nor endure Thy
healing hand. Grant grace, 0 Father, and help us that we may suffer
Thy divine will to be done in us. We entreat Thee to go on, though it
cause us grief; chastise; pierce, hew, burn. Do what Thou wilt, that
Thy will only, and never ours, be done. Resist, dear Father, and suffer
us not to undertake nor to accomplish anything according to our
opinion, will, and intention. For Thy will and our will are contrary one
to the other. Thine is only good, even when it seem not so; ours is
evil, however brightly it may glitter.
God. It has very often happened that men have loved Me with the
mouth while their heart has been far from me. And when I have
begun to correct them, they have run back and in the midst of the
work have fallen away: as you read, " They are turned back in the day
of battle." These who began well, and moved Me to take them in hand,
are turned away from Me, and have fallen again into sin and the
dishonouring of Me (Psalm lxxviii. 9).
Soul. Ah, Father, these things are very true; no man can be strong
in his own strength, and who can endure Thy hand if Thou dost not
strengthen and comfort us? Wherefore, 0 dear Father, take us in
hand, and accomplish Thy will, that we may be made Thy kingdom to
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Thy praise and glory. But, dear Father, strengthen us in such Thy
dealing with Thy holy word. Give us our daily bread. Form in our
hearts Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, the true bread of heaven; that
being strengthened by Him we may joyfully suffer and bear the disappointment and death of our will, and the accomplishment of Thy will.
Moreover, grant grace to all Christians; send us well-taught ministers
and preachers, who will not set before us the husks and chaff of vain
fables, but the holy Gospel, and Jesus Christ.
God. It is not good to give the children's bread, or that which is
holy, to dogs. You sin daily, and when I send you teachers day and
night, yet you neither hear nor obey; and My word is despised
(Matt. vii. 6, and xv. 26).
Soul. 0 Father, let this move Thy compassion, and deny us not on
that account the precious bread. We bitterly grieve that we come
short of Thy holy Word, and entreat Thee to have patience with us Thy
miserable children, and forgive us this our debt. Yea, (( enter not into
judgment with us, for in Thy sight shall no man living be justified."
Remember Thy promise, for as we by Thy grace have heartily forgiven
our debtors, so Thou hast promised us forgiveness: not that by such
forgiveness we become worthy of Thy forgiveness; but because Thou
art true, and hast graciously promised pardon to all who forgive their
neighbours. On Thy promise we rest ourselves.
God. How often do I forgive you and deliver you, and yet you
abide not steadfast. Ye are of little faith, and cannot even watch and
endure with Me a little while. Ye quickly fall back again into temptation (Psalm lxxviii. 8; Matt. xxvi. 40).
Soul. We are weak and diseased, 0 Father, and the temptations
in the flesh and in the world are great and manifold. 0 dear Father,
uphold us, and let us not fall into temptation and again sin. But
give us grace to abide steadfast, and fight manfully to the end of our
lives, for we can do nothing without Thy grace and help.
God. I am just, and My judgment is right. Therefore sin cannot
remain unpunished. You must therefore endure evil, that you may
be tried by it. It is your sin which constrains Me to chasten and
resist you (Psalm xi. 5).
Soul.-Since then evil gives occasion to temptation and sin, deliver
us from it, 0 dear Father, that we, being rescued from all sin and evil,
according to Thy Divine will, may have power to be Thy kingdom, and
to hallow, praise, and bless Thee for ever. Amen.
And since Thou hast both taught and commanded us thus to pray,
and hast promised to hear, we hope and are sure, 0 most loving Father,
that Thou ,vilt graciously and mercifully grant all this to us, to the
honour of Thy truth.
Lastly, some one may say, What if I cannot believe I am heard?
Answer :-Do as the father of the possessed child did, when Christ
said to him, (( Callst thou believe? All things are possible to him
that believeth," straightway the father of the child cried out and said
with tears, (( Lord, I believe, help Thou my faith where it is too weak"
(Mark ix. 23, 24).
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SOME TITLES OF GOD'S PEOPLE.-(No. Ill).
"SONS OF GOD."

AT first sight it might seem as if the titles" Children of God," and
" Sons of God," were synonymous, especially when we find that in
the Authorized Version the Greek word which means children is
sometimes translated sons, and, vice versa, the Greek word which
means sons is sometimes translated children.
But we ma,y be sure that the Holy Spirit never uses words without
definite design and meaning, and if we carefully consider what is
written in the Holy Scriptures, we shall see that the glorious title of
God's people, "Sons of God," conveys other ideas than those conveyed by the title" Children of God." We have already seen that
this latter title teaches us that God's people are " born of God" ;
and in the light of His Word we may now discern
, 1. That the title" Sons of God" connotes particularly their relationship to God in Christ, the Son of God. The Lord Jesus Christ is
emphatically, and in a far higher sense, The Son of God. He is " the
only begotten Son of God." But His people are" Sons of God" by
reason of their union with Him :
(a). In the electing love of God. TIllS is the fountain whence
all our blessings flow. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, vVbo hath blessed us "ith all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ: according as He hath chosen us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and "Without
blame before Him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption
of children" (Greek: "the adoption of sons") "by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of
the glory of His grace" (Eph. i. 3-6).
(b). Through redemption by His blood. "When the fulness of
the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, to redeem them that were lmder the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons" (Gal. iv. 4, 5).
(c). By the impartation of a new nature. A son of man is one who
possesses" the spirit of man," but a son of God is one who has received
" the Spirit which is of God" (see 1 Cor. ii. 11, 12), even life from the
fountain of life, Christ Jesus our Lord, Who is " a quickening Spirit."
For, as He said: "As the Father raiseth up the dead and quickeneth
them, even so the Son quickeneth whom He will" (John v. 21; see
the context); " If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of
His" (Rom. vii. 9).
The Holy Spirit is the Giver of this new nature-life from Christand by His Almighty power it is imparted at the new birth.
2. God's people bear this blessed title because they have received,
by the gift of the Holy Spirit, a sonship spirit, and cry unto God as
their Father in Christ Jesus. "As many as are led by the Spirit of
God they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit
of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the spirit of adoption
(or, a sonship spirit) whereby we cry, Abba, Father" (Rom. viii. 14,
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15). So, too, Gal. iv. 6: "And because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father."
3. As "Sons of God," God's children are instructed by Him, and
are amenable to His discipline. The Lord declared concerning all
who come to Him, "It is written in the prophets, And they shall be
all taught of God," and to His chosen disciples and apostles He
promised an infallible Teacher, the Holy Spirit (John xiv. 26), etc.,
and taught by Him they have recorded His instruction in the Holy·
Scriptures, in the words which He taught (1 Cor. ii. 13). Thus, as
the Lord said, we believe on Him, " through their word," and taught
by the same Divine Teacher, we are made" wise unto salvation,"
and " grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ."
Trials, crosses, and afflictions only prove our sonship, "For whom
the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He
receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with
sons; for ......hat son is he whom the Father chasteneth not ~ But
if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye
bastards, and not sons" (Heb. xii. 6-9).
4. Finally, the Lord's people bear this glorious name inasmuch as
they are" heirs of God," as it is written (Gal. iv. 7), "Wherefore thou
art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God
through Christ" (see the context from v. 1).
Beloved brethren, how marvellous is the grace of our God in
"bringing many sons unto glory"! And because of their union
with the great Captain of their salvation, "He is not ashamed to
call them brethren" (Heb. ii. 10-12). In the purpose of God they
are predestinated to be conformed to His image-" the image of
His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren"
(Rom. viii. 29). What marvellous grace! Believing on Him we
have the assurance that we are sons of God. " Ye are all the children
(Greek, sons) of God by faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 26). And this
notwithstanding our vileness and guilt by nature; for in us, that is
in our flesh, " dwelleth no good thing" ! (Rom. vii. 18). And bearing
such a name, how careful should be our walk, lest we bring dishonour
and reproach upon it. God would have His people to be separate
from all idolatry, and from an ungodly world, and thus exhorts
them: "Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will rQceive you, and
will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. vi. 17, 18).
A Christian poet has written : "Sons we are through God's election,
Who in Jesus Christ believe;
By His own predestination,
Sovereign grace we here receive;
Lord, Thy mercy
Does both grace and glory give.
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"Pause, my soul! adore, and wonder!
Ask, , Oh! why such love to me 1 '
Grace has put me in the number
Of the Saviour's family;
Hallelujah!
Thanks, eternal thanks to Thee."
ROBERT

J.

NOYES.

Fartown (Sask.), Canada.

THE FIRST SABBATH.
" On the seventh day God ended His work which He had made,. and
He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had
made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it,.
because that in it He had rested from all His work which God
had created and made."-GENEsIs ii. 2, 3.
IN that world of spiritual mysteries into which we enter by the faith
of God's elect, there are few things which seem to burst upon us with
more startling glory and profundity than the great and marvellous
fact that God kept a Sabbath. Deep, indeed, are the thoughts which
are called up in the mind by those two mighty words, " He rested."
Is it not a strange thing that He 'Whose will is executive, and Whose
power is infinite,-Whose word called into being myriads of perfect
worlds, and gathered the armies of angels together,-He '¥ho knew no
labour, struggled with no difficulty, overcame no obstacle, that He
should rest 1 But while the narrow mind of man can hardly conceive
it, here we find the eternal Jehovah revealed as keeping a Sabbath.
See we not, then, what a peculiar glory God would throw around this
seventh and consecrated day 1 He might have proclaimed from His
throne, that man should keep a Sabbath, and have given no reason;
bllt rather going before His people, He first keeps a feast of rest, and
then makes it perpetual for their benefit. Yet it seems to me as if
there were sometimes a strange forgetfulness of this glory, and that
notwithstanding all that has been written on the Sabbath and its
observance, few have studied and weighed first the meaning of this
saying, " God rested on the seventh day from all His work which He
had. made." As, however, all our knowledge of the Sabbath must
begin with a consideration of these words, let us pray that we may
be led into the depths of that mysterious truth which is thus brought
before us in the opening of God's Book.
" He rested from all His work."
Think, then, of this work from which He rested. It was a work of
power. He had called into existence beauteous worlds, far too numerous
for arithmetic to number; and had furnished them with that infinite
variety of design and workmanship, that unsearchable depth of adaptive
wisdom, which could only come from a Divine Creator; so that we who
know only one world, or rather but a small portion of that one world,
are yet lost in astonjshment_as we try to find out the things which He
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hath made. Moreover, He had called into being that higher essence;
to which we give the name of spirit; and had given unto these worlds
their wondrous inhabitants: the hosts of heaven stood before Him
and worshipped; and man, who was made a little lower than the
angels, looked up from this his world, and gave glory unto God.
It was a work of love. God needed not to have gone forth in this
work of creation, the Elohim were self-sufficient for their own happiness: eternity might have rolled on, and they would have still
been blessed; but out of the purest sovereign grace they willed to
dispense their happiness to created intelligences; and the rays of
their glory radiated forth for the new-made sons of God.
Yet it was from this work He rested. Creation had gone on in
beauteous order and progression, but there came a pause: the work
of God was stayed; and through the utmost bounds of the new creation
there went forth a proclamation which angels heard with awe" Jehovah resteth;" and the first Sabbath was kept in heaven.
How incapable are we of fathoming this depth of glory; my mind
is overwhelmed by it. Do thou, 0 Spirit of the living God, make
known this mystery unto the hearts of Thy people. If we look more
closely into this matter, we shall find that as the faces of the Elohim
are ever revealed to us in the distinctness of their personality, there
will be a Sabbath-keeping of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, after the respective work of each is done; so that not
only do they in their unity keep the rest together, but in their trinity
they ,keep it successively.
The Sabbath of creation which is now before us, was, in an especial
manner, the Sabbath of the Father; for, although such is the oneness
of the eternal Trinity, that the work of creation is ascribed to each
Person, it was peculiarly and pre-eminently the office of the Father to
create the material world. And we shall see how, while all the Persons
in Jehovah kept this first Sabbath, it was peculiarly the Father's rest.
There has been no new creation of matter since that first Sabbath.
Amid all the infinite series of changes which have passed upon it, and
by which the world's economy has been carried on up to the present
moment, no one atom has been added to the original number, no one
atom has been lost.
" No single atom once in being lost,
With change of counsel charges the Most High."
To use the beautiful words of Faraday, " there has been no wearing and
tearing of matter." Especially, then, and in a peculiar sense, this
Sabbath of creation was the Sabbath of the Father.
Now let us carry our thoughts forward to the Sabbath of the Son.
The great work of the redemption of a world had been accomplished.
The blood-traced path of the Son of God had ended at the foot of
Calvary; His mission had been fulfilled; His obedience had been
perfected; His last prayer had ascended to His Father ; His soul had
been poured out in death: and then there came a Sabbath, the endless
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Sabbath of the Son eternal, the rest of the Man of sorrows. Now He
sitteth at the right hand of God, from henceforth expecting, till His
enemies be made His footstool.
Wnat a striking view of the perfection of the redemption work of
Christ is brought before us when we remember, that had aught of
fault or flaw been found in all that He had done, there could have
been for Him no Sabbath; had one of the countless sins of His elect
been left unatoned for, had one requirement of God's law been left
unsatisfied, He could never have entered into His glorious rest. But
in those words, whose echo rang from earth to heaven, " It is finished,"
He proclaimed His right to enter upon that everlasting Sabbath which
shall be broken up no more. I would say to you who, while ye would
believe, are feeling how great is your need of the prayer, " Lord, help
mine unbelief ;" who, with restless, unsatisfied hearts, are ever and
anon going about to establish your own righteousness (and lllany such
there are in the family of God), seek to read all the comfort set before
you in this truth, that the Son is resting now from all His work. Think
you, that He Who said of old, " For Jerusalem's sake I will not rest
until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation
thereof as a lamp that burneth," has gone up on high with an incomplete redemption? Have you weighed the import of those words
concerning you-" It is finished"? Your sin is finished; your
obedience is finished; your reconciliation with God is finished. All is
finished that Christ uildertook for you; so finished that eternity
cannot add to its perfection. Can anything enhance the force with
which the very fact itself bears upon your minds--Jesus is now" passed
into the heavens"? It is His Sabbath. His was a long, long week of
labour. Thirty weary years He walked with men in pain and weariness,
the dust of earth clinging to His feet, and the burning sun of an eastern
climate beating on His head; foxes had holes, and the birds of the air
had nests, while He had no place of shelter. In toil, in sorrow, and in
shame, He lingered till He could say, " It is finished": and now His
prayer is heard, " Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self, with
the glory which I had with Thee before the world was." Christ is
resting, and will not you, too, rest? Can you add aught to that
which He thought so perfect? Is He, the one Almighty Saviour,
reposing in His Sabbatic rest, and must you go on worhng for salvation ?
For shame, troubled and tempest-tossed ones! truly ye are disquieting
yourselves in vain; go and rest. Go, lie down beside those still waters
spoken of in the twenty-third Psalm, for therein they have cast the
tree of Calvary, therefore is the sea as glass, and its billows can rage
and swell no more.
Ere I leave this part of our subject, I would notice one point. The
Sabbath of the Son was not delayed till His ascension. It is quite
true, that He did not in the fulness and perfection of His twofold
nature, soul and body, enter the Holiest until after His resurrection,
nor was the fact manifestly shown and sealed to the world: but as
far as the human soul of Christ was concerned, He entered into rest
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as He left this world. It was the day He died that He was in paradise.
There was no after-work, no after-suffering in another world. This is
not an undisputed point, as might be imagined. Many good men, and
among them the late Mr. Saunders, of Blackfriars, have believed and
preached that our Lord went into the place of torment; but it is my
full conviction that this notion is quite contrary to Scripture. Christ
passed from the cross into the presence of the Father. There is nothing
contrary to this doctrine in that glorious and blessed sentence which
finds a place in the Church of England creed, "He descended into
hell." Christ did indeed go down into hell; but it was the hell of
which Jonah speaks, " Out of the belly of hell cried I," a hell of soul;
and in the hour when He uttered that exceeding bitter cry, "Why
hast Thou forsaken Me? Eloi! Eloi!" there was enough of concentrated anguish to have made the hell of lost human and finite souls
for ever.
Ah! it was indeed time that the suffering ChJ..ist should rest, and
when the darkness of that hour passed, His Sabbath had commenced.
The everlasting gates had opened, the eternal doors had been unclosed,
and the King of glory had entered in.
The distinctive Sabbath of the Spirit has not yet begun. Day by
day He poureth forth the living essence upon thousands of organic
forms; day by day He createth afresh the souls of men; day by day
He breatheth into the chosen of the Father, and the redeemed of the
Son, the spirits that are to serve Him. His work is not yet done, but
when the last of the saved shall be added to the Church, when the very
gleanings of the vintage shall be gathered in, the Spirit also shall keep
an especial Sabbath, and cease from all His work.
And so the Eternal triune Persons in the Godhead, having accomplished all that their covenant engagements led them to undertake,
shall rest in their love for ever.
This, then, is the origin of the believer's Sabbath! How false are
the views of those who would send us to the Jewish law for its institution. Truly, the injunction to keep the Sabbath was interwoven
with the other precepts of that law; but before Adam fell, this rest
was given unto man, as his inalienable privilege, his glorious birthright.
Now let us look at the Sabbath as it concerneth man.
How many Sabbaths Adam kept in Paradise we know not; doubtless
the returns of the seventh day were very precious to the unfallen king
of the earth; but as we have to do with the value and use of the Sabbath
to ourselves, let us consider this, and read the tender mercy of our God,
Who, looking forward to our days of need and sorrow, provided for us a
perpetually recurring rest.
I think we shall keep our thoughts more connected if we take our
subject in three special points of view, considering : -

I.
Il.
Ill.

SABBATH REST;
SABBATH OCCUPATION;
SABBATH WORSHIP.
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May the Lord of the Sabbath give us His teaching!
We are to notice-I. SABBATH REST.
There is nothing to my mind which more completely brings before
us the exceeding value of the believer's rest, than a glance at that
great contrast to it, the unrest of the natural mind. It is the peculiar
mark of fallen nature that it knows no rest. "The wicked are like the
troubled sea, which cannot rest," and those words are spoken, not
merely of the ungodly in general, but of the wicked and corrupt heart
of man which does abide in the regenerate.
But this restlessness of fallen man is shown in many things. We
are tossed to and fro like the locust; we are driven as leaves before
the autumn wind.
There is no physical rest.
" There is no rest in my bones,') said David, " because of my sin."
There is a constant recurrence of weakness and pain to the sin-sick,
dying frame of man. Those who have suffered much, know well the
perfect restlessness of a body that is tending to corruption; the nerves
seem to qtliver beneath the grasp of pain, and though exhausted
nature seems worn out, and the cry of anguish goes up to God for one
moment's cessation from the trial, yet the thrilling agony goes on and
the rest is far away. The sentence of unrest is written upon the body
of sin.
There is no mental rest.
I have before alluded to this while speaking of the discouragements
attending the pursuit of knowledge. Any mental attainment only
whets the appetite, it does not satisfy. There is an intellectual craving
after that which is philosophic truth, and a consciousness that it has
not been found, which keep up a continual excitement in those who
are engaged in scientific study. Theories, speculations, come crowding
upon the mind in abundance: but as they are pondered over, they
seem faulty and unsatisfactory; they will not bear carrying out to
their full results; none appear worthy to give lasting repose to the
mind.
There is no mental rest, because there is no mental certainty.
Solomon brings this point before us again and again in Ecclesiastes
(see chap. ii. 22, 23). "What hath man of all his labour, and of the
vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun ~ for all
his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea,his hea,rt taketh not
• rest in the night."
There is no lover of knowledge who has not felt that restless, eager
longing to attain to some settled conviction, some fixed, unalterable
decision, respecting a matter of scientific inquiry: yet no, much may
be discovered to enrich the stores of mind, but still there remains an
ultimatum which evades the intellectual grasp; and the end of all
research leaves the student with uncertainty and perplexity, instead
of rest.
This mental unrest is not only felt in the pursuit of science, but in
the daily routine of life. How often, when it has been necessary to
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form some mental judgment on passing events, doubts-trying and
harassing doubts-will arise, darkening the mind, as to the correctness
of that judgment; and the perplexed and vexed, because erring child
of man, will pause, and hesitate, and think over all the matter again,
saying, " Can I have been wrong? Can I have been mistaken? Am
I deceived? Would that I could be certain about this thing. Would
that I could be at rest about it." Is not this our continually recurring
experience, and is it not because of that unrest which is the very
characteristic of the natural mind ?
There is no domestic rest.
Few are the believers who have not need to say with David, "Although
my house be not so with God," that is, not as the heart would fain
have it, ordered in righteousness, established with peace, and governed
by love; a house moulded after the lovely pattern of a Christian
household. If you were intimately acquainted with various families
who profess, yea, and who really have in genuine possession the religion
of Jesus-if you could see the interior of their dwellings, you would
find many a bitter trial of the hearth and home, which entereth as iron
into the soul, and breaketh up the rest of the domestic circle. You
would know the mockings of Hagar, the contentions of Rachel and"
Leah, the envyings of Judah and the vexings of Ephraim. The
current may seem smooth to you, in which social intercourse flows on
in a home circle; but there is many an eddy unknown and unthought
of there. How often has the fair plant of domestic happiness been
blighted by some canker at the root. God, the jealous God of Jonah,
prepareth a worm for the gourd which was expected to shelter for ever;
and, sooner or later, that truth is discovered, " Except the Lord build
the house, their labour is but vain that build it." One man or woman
of an unhappy temper, or one spendthrift, will make a whole family
desolate, and there is trouble "here there should be rest. Even in
those blessed instances where, as in the family of Lazarus and his
sisters, there is the union of kindred spirits that know and serve the
Lord, where there is the ever-flowing fount of love which makes glad the
home; where there is no one member of the household a sore grief and
burden to the rest; where there is the blessing of whieh we have so
lately spoken, hovering over the dwelling and its inmates ;-still, even
then, the rest of such a home is not unbroken; storms will pass and
trouble it. "Bear ye one another's burdens," is the exhortation;
and the Apostle who gave it knew that there were many and heavy
ones to bear. Each member in a family has his own infirmities:
some constitutional, and some arising from the peculiarity of the
natural mind, or habit of life; and there must be the interchange of
mutual forbearance unceasingly kept up, or all will go wrong.
Alas! in the most united families, times will come when the rule
and reign of love is disturbed; the impatience of the unrenewed heart
finds vent (for we are sinnerS all, and sufferers all); differences arise;
disputations and contentions commence; the firebrand is thrown
down, the spark soon spreads into a flame; bitter words are spoken by
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one and another, and work their sad effect; one is aggrieved, and
another is wounded, and Satan gets the advantage over all.
Bitter is the acknowledgment after such scenes as these, groaned
forth in the presence of God, that the rest, even of a family which
Jesus loves, is but a polluted rest.
There is no heart rest.
There is " the wandering of desire," of which Solomon speaks, and
which he felt so deeply. Nothing the earth can give will satisfy;
riches, fame, power, all that was prized as valuable may be poured
into the lap, and yet they do not yield perfect contentment; the
heart is not at rest; it saith not, " It is enough."
In the matter of the affections, it is more peculiarly proved to us,
that unrest is our portion here. Those who have loved very deeply
and intensely in this world, will bear me witness what a feverish and
restless thing is the affection of earth.
"Perfect love," said John, "casteth out fear, because fear hath
torment." Now it is just because we are not made perfect in love,
that there is such misery wrapped up in our attachment to the creature.
What torture is there in the thought that the object of our love may
change-that we may lose the affection which has become so priceles8
to us!
We feel that we live in a " transitory world" ;-that its best and
brightest things pass away; and we fear that our treasure may be
consumed by the fretting moth of time, or stolen from us by the robber,
Death; the idea will weigh upon the mind till it becomes agony;
sometimes our fears take the form of substance-we believe that it is
even as we dread, and we suffer as if it were so.
We know that oftentimes the thing which we have idolized has
actually crumbled away in our very grasp. God, in His mercy, has
saved us from destruction by tlus bitter chastening.
There is no rest in love. While we linger here, it must ever be so.
There is no security, no perfect assurance in the endurance of any
earthly affection. Some strange misconception (caused by a series of
adverse circumstances) may arise, and separate loving hearts, to lie
broken and shattered, apart; even the very work of disease may, in
some strange, unaccountable way, act upon the nund, so as to make
the loved one an object of aversion. Truly, then, the haunting fear
of such possibilities as these may well cause the fond human heart to
take no rest below.
Is there, then, no rest for the wearied ~ Yes, there is just this one
thing left for the child of God on earth, Rest in Christ. There is just
one only place where we may find repose: it is that occupied by the
beloved disciple at the Last Supper, who is described as " leaning on
Jesus' breast." Oh! thou affiicted one, "tossed with tempest, and
not comforted"; thou who hast panted for rest so long in vain, go
lay thine head, like John, upon the shoulder of Him Who loves thee;
and, as thou leanest upon His bosom, thou mayest look forth upon a
troubled world and be at rest.
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Yes, and although it may have seemed strange thus to introduce a
subject which is to treat of Rest, with reflections on man's unrest,
I believe that it is just the conviction forced upon the mind, that here
there is no repose, but the continual tossing to and fro upon the waVei
of this troublesome world, which will endear to us both the eternal rest
of the world that is to come and its present emblem, in the Sabbath
feast on earth. May we know the full meaning of that glorious line :"I am but trouble: Thou art all my rest! "
Let us consider what is the first entrance of a believer into rest.
There is no rest during the time of conviction of sin. Those who
have passed through that sea of trial, know how troubled are its
waters; where one wave of the wrath of God followeth another, where
deep calleth unto deep at the noise of the water-spouts; they know
full well how far they then were from rest, and how it seemed to them
while tossing there, ~s if they should never come to a haven of peace.
Nay, there is no rest for the soul in those days. There was no rest for
the Prodigal Son in the long and weary journey which he took from
the far country where he had sojourned, to his father's house. There
was no rest at the roadside inn; and we can fancy how he toiled on,
and could not stop, till, ready to sink, he reached the threshold of his
home. It was when he threw himself into his father's arms that he
first found rest.
(To be continued.)
OUTLINE OF A BIBLE READING.
(EpH. iii. 18, 19; v. 22-33).

SOLOMON, in his greatness, magnificence, wisdom, and power, stands
as a type of Christ, the Beloved of the Lord and the Prince of Peace
(see 1 Kings iv. 20-34). Yet this Lord Christ longed for fellowship,
and chose sinners, insignificant, poor, and ignorant (see 1 Cor. i. 27-29).
.God, we read, created Adam, presented Eve, and called their name
Adam (Gen. v. 2). To them God gave dominion (Gen. i. 27, 28), and
pleasure (Gen. ii. 9). Adam's helpmeet was given him out of his
sleep; so out of His death does our Lord Jesus Christ obtain His
Bride. But sin marred the loveliness of the relationship between
God and Adam. God's image was obliterated, the relationship broken,
and love for God cut off. Yet Prov. viii. 30, 31 must be fulfilled.
The elect of God must be redeemed and brought home with rejoicing
in spite of all the enemy can do. Christ came and was set forth as
the propitiation (Rom. iii. 25). He won His Bride (Eph. v.), and that
of which the marriage of Adam and Eve was but a type shall yet be
shown forthto the glory of the triune God.
To our Lord Jesus Christ belongs lordship; to His Bride, subjection.
He washes and sanctifies; she trusts and obeys. He will present her,
she submits; He loves, she clings. They two are one (1 Cor. vi. 17).
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Re that is joined to the Lord is one spirit'; He is nearer to His own than
are their own thoughts and fears to them! He is the Head, they are
the members (1 Cor. xii. 27). They as a whole church are as a chaste
virgin to be presented to Himself (2 Cor. xi. 2). Their future bliss is
at present only outlined; experience will fill in the outline yonder
(see Rev. xix. 6-9; xxi. 2).
We know that ere sin entered and marred it, God ordained in Eden
a perfect marriage between a perfect man and a perfect woman, with
no shame, no sin; and He made this perfect marriage relationship to
typify the relationship in glory between Christ and His Church. The
idea of the Lord as a Bridegroom is familiar in Scripture. It is 80
blessed to know that He keeps the marriage lines, and no one can annul
the union! We have New Testament confirmation of this (Rom.
vii. 2, 3, 4).
In Gal. iii. 28 we learn that in Christ there is " neither male nor
female," and thus if every believer is united to Christ-married to
Him-obviously it is not the privilege of only a few favoured ones
who as "nuns" go· through a profession that is but a travesty
of the real thing. Why do so few believers enjoy the relationship into which they are brought ~ It suggests intimate union,
communion, and unspeakable love. His love is changeless, ours
changeable; yet ours would increase in intensity and faithfulness if
we drank in more of His as set forth in Eph. iii. and Rom. viii. How
we should desire to know more of what He has to sav to us and what
He would hear us say to Him !
.
The Song of Solomon shows us just this. In Ps. xlv. we have a
word-picture of Christ and His Church in glory, so rare and wondrous
we can scarcely understand it, and the Song of Songs shows a parallelism
which repays study.
In this Song we find no reference (save indirectly) to pardon and to
sin as such. That question had to be sdtled before the enjoyment of
each other's society could be entered upon. Here we have depicted
communion, the hidden life of a believer with his Lord. Part of this
communion is present, part future.
God's Name does not occur in this Song except as "Love." The
book has always been in the canon of Scripture, and on account of
its deep spiritual significance (apart from its prophetic meaning), it is
often misunderstood and " wrested" to the " destruction" of those
who so misundelstand it. Ps. xlv. was David's song; Solomon's is
more fully elaborated. The chamcter of Christ, His inward perfection,
and His loving heart are more shown here than anywhere. It is the
Song of Songs. It breathes the air of the Delectable Mountains.
ELEANo.R.

It is a great comfort to the Christian when he is. enabled to say, I
shall ask the Lord for what I want; the more faith I exercise in His
promises the better, but I shall leave all in His hands. He will act
as Sovereign in the matter.-W. H. Krause.
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18rotefJtant 16eacon.
PROTESTANTISM THE KEYNOTE OF THE
CORONATION.
THERE are two features of the Coronation Service which above all
others will arrest the attention of those who are present on that most
memorable occasion. There will be many quaint and old-world
ceremonies, which ,,,ill soon pass away from the memory of the privileged beholders, but there will be two pre-eminently significant scenes
which will be indelibly fixed in their minds. Which will these be ~
(1) The taking of the Protestant Oath, and (2) the presentation of the
Bible. We venture to predict that these two features, which are the
most important in the whole of the Coronation Service, will in some of
our daily journals be passed over unnoticed or \\'ith a scanty allusion
utterly unworthy of their supreme significance in the life and history
of our nation. The Jesuit and Roman Catholic influence, which has
been allowed to bias our ]?ress, will see to it that the prominence
assigned to our Protestant constitutional safeguards will be minimized
in the newspapers, which are the only souJ;ces of information read by
the masses of the people. We shall be glad to hear from any of our
50,000 readers if our prediction is falsified by the event. We should be
only too pleased if it were. Under these circumstances it will interest
our large circle of friends if we point out the meaning of these, the two
brightest jewels in the Coronation Service.
1. The Protestant Oath. What is it ~ The archbishop will say to
the King, " Will you to the utmost of your power maintain the Laws of
God, the true Profession of the Gospel, and the Protestant Reformed
Religion established by La\\' ? II And the King will reply, " All this
I promise to do." There are three things here which our King promises to uphold. First of all, " The Laws of God," that is, the Divine
Law, which is written in the conscience of man; also the Ten Commandments, on which our criminal law is based, and any other lawlI
of God which may be gathered from the Bible in so far as they affect
the national welfare. Secondly, our King promises to maintain the
" True Profession of the Gospel." This sets the seal to our national
profession of Christianity. It should be a great comfort and security
to those Christian Churches which do not conform to the Established
Church to know that the Sovereign is one with them in the" true profession of the Gospel." Protestant Nonconformists, who take the
Word of God as their only standard of faith and practice, should rejoice
that their Sovereign pledges himself to the maintenance of the one true
Gospel, the" everlasting Gospel" of the Grace of God. Thirdly, the
King promises to maintain a certain religion, which is here called
"Protestant and Reformed." It is often said by the Romanizing
clergy in our Church that there is no such thing as the " Protestant
religion." The answer to this is that the Coronation Oath defines the
Protestant religion very clearly as being" established by law." Now
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there is only ONE FORM OF RELIGION ESTABLISHED BY LAW in this
country, and that is the " Church of England" or " The Established
Church," or the" National Church." Thank God, that owing to the
tolerant spirit of Protestantism, every form of religion is allowed to be
exercised, which would not be the case, as Jesuit writers inform us, if
Rome go-t the upper hand in our country. Now what is the religion of
the Church of England ~ Where shall we find it ~ In the THIRTY-NINE
ARTICLES, clearly defined. The Prayer-book, as distinct from the
Articles, is a book of devotion, not of theological definitions. The
Thirty-nine Articles are Protestant and Scriptural to the core. This
is why the Ritualistic clergy dishonestly try to explain them away,
-although they are bound most solemnly to give their assent to them;
but they interpret them in a sense which they know is not the sense
intended by the framers of the Articles, our godly reformers, who were
burnt at the stake by the cruel Church of Rome. The Church of
England is Protestant in its doctrines as opposed to Popery, that is,
the Roman Catholic religion and all its works of intolerance, superstition, error, falsehood, and blood-guiltiness. The Church of England
is a standing protest against Rome. As soon as a clergyman ceases to
warn his people against Rome, he ceases to be a loyal clergyman of the
Church of England; he becomes a " blind watchman," a" dumb dog,"
and of what good is a watchdog that will not bark? More than half of
the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of England, whilst containing
much sound and positive truth, are directed against the errors of Rome.
But our National Church is also called" Reformed" as having been
freed from the corruptions of the Papacy at the time of the glorious
Reformation, when the" entrance of God's Word gave light to our
benighted land," which had lain for centuries in the thraldom, darkness,
and ignorance of Rome. The Church Times, the leading organ of the
Romanizing Clergy, was terribly upset because the clergy were commanded by King Edward VII., without Convocation having been
consulted, to use a certain form of service at the time of the Coronation,
and the terms of the" Coronation Oath" had to be read out. Will
it be believed that the so-called " Church" Tin1Rs, recommends that
the terms of the Protestant Oath should be omitted by the clergy,
or if mentioned that the meaning of it should be explained away.
The same paper calls the term " Protestant Religion" a " monstrous
absurdity," which is not very complimentary to our Sovereign, who
will solemnly swear to uphold it. Those who assert that the words
are meaningless should turn to the Act of William of Orange, that
doughty Protestant, which established the Oath in its present form,
which reads as follows: "Forasmuch as the Oath itself hath heretofore
been framed in doubtful words and expressions; to the end therefore
that one uniform oath may be in all times to come taken by the Kings
and Queens of this Realm," etc., and then follows the Protestant
Oath in its present form, which has been such a blessing to our
country and saved it from revolution for two hundred years, as no
other country can boast. Protestant Churchmen, then, are the only
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true Churchmen, and the only true friends of their brethren, the
Nonconformists.
2. The presentation of the Bible to the King by the Archbishop. As
the Archbishop does tlris he says these momentous words: "Our
gracious King, we present You with this Book, the most valuable
thing that this world afford:s. Here is wisdom; this is the Royal Law;
these are the lively oracles of God. [Blessed is he that readeth, and
they that hear the words of this Book, that keep and do the things contained in it. For these are the Words of eternal life, able to make you
wise and happy in this world, nay wise unto salvation, and so happy
for evermore through faith which is in Christ Jesus, to Whom be glory
for ever. Amen."J*
Now, the" Bible and the Bible only is the religion of Protestants; "
the Bible is here entitled, " The most valuable thing in the world," so
the religion of Protestants will be openly acknowledged at the Coronation on June 22nd as the most valuable tIring in the world, worth all
our ships and soldiers and world-wide possessions.
Our four greatest and most cherished national heritages rest upon
the Bible, namely, aur Throne, our Nat1:onal Church (see Article VI.),
and O'Ur proud pre-eminence amongst the nations, for are we not all
familiar with the saying, " The Bible is the secret of England's greatness"? Also our National Protestantism.
May all who read these words lift up their hearts to God that He
would grant, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, that our King may
be fully' alive to the tremendous responsibilities of his exalted position,
and to the awfully solemn obligations under which he lies as our Protestant Sovereign.-The P1'otestant Chronicle.

SOW_' Ir CORRUPTION, RAISED IN INCORRUPTION.
as a flower fadeth and vanisheth away,
He in himself is naught but a creature of a day:
A passing vapour, just a dream, forgotten in the morn,
A mist that disappeareth before the coming storm;
As a flower he flourisheth, ere the noontide mown
By the sharp scythe of death, and in corruption sown;
But oh! in Christ, and faslrioned by the Spirit of the Lord,
Man is immortal, and shall live for ever, saith the Word;
Not now a fading flower-but a tree, a star, a crown,
In yonder clime where scorching beams of suns are not known,
A star of glory shining, when time shall be no more,
A diadem of beauty, when troubles all are o'er,
Yea, images all fail-we know not what beside,
But waking in His likeness, we shall be ' satisfied.' "

" MAN

* The words in brackets were used at Queen Victoria's Coronation;
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THE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of the
DEAR

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

SIR,

IN this Coronation year, amidst so much rejoicing, we, who are
seeking the spiritual welfare of our brave soldiers and sailors, are eager
to do our utmost to spread amongst them the knowledge of Christ and
His salvation. With the blessing of the Lord there will be much true
rejoicing which will go on to eternal joy. I have just received the
two following letters, which show how much the books and magazines
are appreciated and valued by the men. "I do not know how to
thank you warmly enough for your beautiful gift of books and magazines. Our men will be so delighted with them. We are much encouraged in our work amongst them. It is like breaking up fallow ground
and sowing the good seed of the Word of God. There will be an
abundant harvest some day."
A worker amongst soldiers writes: "Very many thanks for the
parcel of books received this morning. They are, I assure you, most
acceptable, and we are very grateful to you for them."
Earnestly soliciting the kind help and sympathies of all friends of
our soldiers and sailors,
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road, Bri.stol.
R. E. BRIDER.
June 1, 1911.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE new number of the Quarterly Record is now ready. It contains
a portrait and biographical sketch of the late Rev. Dr. Andrews, of
Walworth, and other illustrations, together with General Sir Robert
Biddulph's address at our Annual Meeting, and other interesting
matter. Copies will be sent post free to any friends who can distribute
them to advantage.
Several public gatherings have recently been held on behalf of the
Institution, resulting in the acquisition of new friends and the quickening
·of the interest of existing supporters: At the Election in June, at
the Cannon Street Hotel, the Chairman made a strong appeal for'
new annual subscriptions, especially of sums of 7s., lOs., and 14s;
The Sales of Work have been helpful, and we heartily thank the ladies
who kindly organized them. It is not essential to success that they
shoUld be on an extensive scale, for modest enterprise may have very
happy results. The Committee commend the question of working
parties to the thoughtful consideration of friends who can help in this
way, but who cannot send pecuniary aid.
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A letter recently received from the Argentine is most encouraging:
" Before arriving at the age of sixty I remember intending to become
it subscriber to your excellent Society, but owing to the many calls in
this field, and to forgetfulness, this has not been carried o,ut. However, I have now the pleasure to enclose a cheque for £77, as seven
years are already past, and trust it may help a little in the Christ-like
work of aiding indigent Christians of advanced years, feeling that His
mercies have been very great towards myself." Another friend
writes: "I am sorry I am so late with my subscription; I only wish
I could afford to make it considerably more, as we have seen the
benefit the Society is to the Lord's poor. We have one case of two
widows in one house, and but for the pension they could not keep a
home over their heads; they depend upon their pension to pay their
rent, and both are God-fearing women. May the blessing of our
Triune God rest upon the Society and all that labour in its cause."
An extract from another letter provides an object lesson, illustrating
the needs that are met: "E. S. (Wilts) has heard the call' Come up
higher.' It must be nearly fourteen years ago that he had to give up
work as a shepherd, owing to rheumatism and asthma. Nearly all that
time the Society has befriended him and me-him in money and me
in pleasure-for it was a real privilege to act as steward in ministering
to his necessities. I know they often needed bread even, and what
the Society's help meant to them is difficult to express in words. Their
thankfulness often shamed me in my greater privileges. For the past
three years he has been helpless in bed, but dwelt much on the lovingkindness of his wonder-working God." I could show many cases where
even 2s. or 3s. per week are like a small fortune to the recipients.
On Friday, July 7th, the Fortieth A.nniversary of the Hornsey Rise
Home will take place. Afternoon sermon in the Chapel at 3.15 by
the Rev. William Lush, Rector of Stretton; Evening sermon at 6.45
by the Rev. Walter Brooke, of Croydon. Tea in the Hall at 5 o'clock,
tickets 6d. each. Sale of Work for the Benevolent Fund for Sick
and Infirm Inmates from 2 o'clock. Friends will be heartily welcomed.
IT is written of Boleslaus, one of the kings of Poland, that he always
carried about with him the picture of his father, and when he was to
do any great work or set upon any design extraordinary, he would look
on the picture and pray that he might do nothing unworthy of such a
father's name. Thus it is that the Scriptures are the picture of God's
will, therein drawn out to the very life. Before a man enter upon or
engage himself in any business whatsoever, let him look there, and
read there what is to be done; what to be undone; and what God
commands, let that be done; what He forbids, let that be lindone;
let the balance of the Sanctuary weigh all, the oracles of God decide all,
the rule of God's Word be the square of all, and His glory the ultimate
of all intendments whatsoever.-From Spencer's" Things New and
Old."
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
As we go to press, the prominent topic in men's minds is the Coronation.
We trust all our readers will specially remember our King and his
gracious Consort in their prayers at this time. "What living man
more needs the prayers of the Church of God? He is charged with
vast duties, as solemnly responsible as they are exalted." With
reality and sincerity then let us unit-e in saying, God save the King.
We have received a copy of the Annual Report of the Evangelization
Society, whose Honorary Secretary is our esteemed friend, Mr. John
Wood. The Report abounds in interesting accounts of blessing which
has attended the preaching of the Gospel by the Evangeliits of this
Society; 993 places have been visited, 17,672 meetings have been
held, and it is estimated that about two millions have heard the message
of the Gospel proclaimed by 282 Evangelists. The total income
from all sources was £9,726 16s. 2d. Donations towards the work of the
Society may be sent to Mr. John Wood, Ron. Sec., 21, Surrey Street,
Strand, London, W.C.
We deeply regret to have to record the death of the Rev. J. E.
Walker, M.A., of Cheltenham. Mr. Walker was the only survi\ing
son of the late Dr. Walker, Rector of Cheltenham. Re was ordained
to the ministry of the Church of Scotland, and preached the Word
of life for thirty-four years in Cheltenham free of all remuneration.
He frequently contributed valuable papers to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,
and was a firm upholder of the doctrines of grace. May the Lord
raise up others to fill the gaps made by the removal of such faithful
standard-bearers!
The following cutting from The Standard of June 13th is rather
humiliating reading for those who fought hard against any alteration
in the King's Protestant Declaration ;ROME, June 12th.
"The Pontifical Mission is about to leave Rome for the Coronation.
Mgr. Granito de Belmonte is charged to hand to King George an autograph letter from Pius X., thanking him for the liberty and protection
accorded in his dominions to Roman Catholics and for the elimination
from the Oath of Accession of the words insulting to the Catholic
religion. "
Although the complete returns of the recent census have not yet
been issued, sufficient is known to indicate that the population of
England and Wales has increased from 32,527,843 in 1901 to 36,075,269
in 1911, an increase per cent of 10·91. The population of Greater
London is now 7,252,963 as compared with 6,581,402 in 1901.

