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SUPREMELY HAPPY.
" Ana these thi1U]s write we unto you, that your joy may be full."I JOHN i. 4.

FULNEss of spiritual joy is the Divinely appointed lot of the redeemed people of GOD-here by faith, hereafter in possession.
Grace is the secret of this bliss. Grace-free, absolutely freeabounds to every elect and beloved one in the family of our eternal
FATHER. Such an one comes to the gracious SAVIOUR, as poor and
needy, without any natural plea whatever in which he can hope,
convinced of sin and made sensible that he is condemned by the
holy and perfect Law of GOD-all of the operation and enabling
of the sovereign SPIRIT. The Holy Word makes it plain as the
light that compassion for sinners, who could do nothing for themselves, brought the LORD JESUS into this fallen world to take out
of it a people for His Name, to make them by His grace all He would
have them to be, and to walk in hallowed fellowship with Himself
for ever and ever. That fellowship has its spring in the union which
grace, by His will, begets, energizes, and educates. He delighted
in these, His people, ere time was-from everlasting. Seripture
tells us that He was with the FATHER in the beginning of His
way. The LORD possessed Me, He declares, before the earth was.
"I was set np from everlasting, from the beginning." But the
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greatness of His love was so truly infinite, that He went out freely
in search for His hidden people, whom He foresaw in His counsels
eternal, and stipulated should be conformed unto Himself by the
SPIRIT'S grace, according to purposes of unchanging mercy and
love. He had received them as a free donation at His FATHER'S
hands, and became willingly liable for all their prospective liabilities.
He would" bring them to GOD," in Divine justice, and secure for
them an inalienable right to an everlasting heavenly kingdom.
The mediatorial office of the LORD JESUS makes the interest of
His blood·ransomed Church absolutely sure, as the Apostle writes,
" Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the
promise might be sure to aU the seed" (Rom. iv. 16). .
One of our dear departed brethren once called our attention to
an important difference between this Epistle and the Gospel by
JOHN. In the Gospel, GOD is seen seeking our worship-in the
Epistle, He is seeking our companionship. The beloved brother
adds, "The difference is just this-companionship is in advance of
worship. We feel more at ease in the thought of companionship.
In worship, the thought is rather of the condescension of GOD
towards us as sinners at all. But in fellowship, we are so taken up
by the love with which GOD has loved us, as rather to lose sight
of the greatness of the Being Who exalted us." It is so important,
brethren, that, as the dear children of GOD, we should duly recognize
the place our FATHER in His rich grace has appointed us. The
sphere in which He has been pleased to place us is in the Light, and
our walk is, step by step, in His Gospel light. We need abide in
the true light, as children of light. This is distinctive of our
heavenly calling. We are children of the day, not-emphatically
not-of the night or of the darkness.
And, inseparable from this truth is another which we may never
separate from it-namely, "GOD is Love." There is a deplorable
confusion in the minds of many among us in discriminating between
the Light and the Love in which JEHOVAH has revealed Himself.
Our holy and faithful GOD is, in the order of revelation, first Light
and 'then Love-the former as to His infinite knowledge, and the
latter as to the communication of Himself and His uncreated grace.
Thus, grace and truth "meet together" in Him, and "kiss each
other," in perfect harmony. Grace," through righteousness," is
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the revelation which the TRIUNE GOD has been pleased to make of
Himself in His unalterable Word, and we all-gratefully bow down
at His footstool! The precious blood brings us nigh, and keeps us
nigh. It is no question of personal worthine~s. That we utterly
renounce-and always. The perfect meritd of our GOD-MAN
MEDIATOR are our sole but all-sufficient trust. We rejoice at the
prospect of His return in the clouds.
" Thou art coming, 0 my SAVIOUR,
Thou art coming, 0 my KING,
In Thy beauty all resplendent,
In Thy glory all transcendent:
Well may we rejoice and sing;
Coming :-in the opening east,
Herald brightness slowly swells;
Coming :-0 my glorious PRIEST,
Hear we not Thy golden bells ~
" Thou art coming, Thou art coming;
We shall meet Thee on Thy way,
We shall see Thee, we shall know Thee,
We shall bless Thee, we shall show Thee
All our hearts can never say;
What an anthem that will be,
Music rapturously sweet,
Pouring out our love to Thee
At Thine own all-glorious feet.
" Thou art coming; . at Thy table
We are witnesses for this;
While remembering hearts whou meetest
In communion, clearest, sweetest,
Earnest of our coming bliss,
Showing not Thy death alone,
And Thy love exceeding great,
But Thy coming, and Thy throne,
All for which we long and wait.
"Oh, the joy to see Thee reigning,
Thee my own beloved LoRD;
Every tongue Thy name confessing;
Worship, honour, glory, blessing
Brought to Thee with one accord;
Thee, my MASTER and my FRIEND,
Vindicated and enthroned,
Unto earth's remotest end
Glorified, adored, and owned."
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Meanwhile, to walk in the power of this blessed hope. How
triumphantly happy might we be, did we "follow on" to tread
daily in the realization of the Gospel promise-" Behold, I come
quickly!" What truth like this can uphold and coflsole us in
the midst of the cares and disappointments of the way? Oh,
let us, depending on His promised teaching, seek to enter more
deeply into the precious truth that our GOD and FATHER is pure,
infinite, eternal, and unchangeable love, and that all He does is done
in perfect love. He is infinitely wise, can make no mistakes, and
always does for His dear people the one very best thing. No
difficulties or opposition can circumvent the purposes of His favour
to His redeemed Church, which He has purchased. at the cost of
the most precious blood and in accordance with the terms of an
everlasting Covenant. His unerring Providence regulates the
minutest details of His guidance and dealings concerning all who
trustingly rely upon Him and His promised resources. His sure
Word has pledged His honour to keep His saints in safety amidst
all the perils of life's hourly experience, and that no weapon formed
against them shall ever be allowed to prosper. Not a sparrow can
fall to the ground without engaging the interference of His tenderly
merciful and all-potent hand. How much more, then, can even one
ot the least of all saints-who is the price of the precious blood of
His dear SON-suffer any real hurt, whom He has graciously
sworn to keep as His own very eye? Oh, fellow-believer, what
can we individually say to all this?
As one of GOD'S dear servants remarks, "He has forgiven
me all my sins, fully, freely, and for ever; that all His immensity of love, and wisdom, and power, are being exercised about
me and all my concerns every moment; and that He has put
away everything that once separated Him from me as completely as if there had never been any separation." Further,
"that this great GOD, Who thus cares for me, and has engaged
to provide for me, has strictly forbidden me to be anxiously
careful about myself (1 Pet. v. 7; Phi!. iv. 6; Matt. vi. 25). He
bids me, if I love Him, to show my love by trusting Him that He
will do everything which He promises to do." Oh, then, that our
believing dependence upon the BLESSED ONE may be mightily
increased, and with it our humility also-day by day continually!
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The writer of this article lately met with the following narrative,
which may be here quoted to edification, if the LORD will. " When
I was a child we had a neighbour who was fond of singing-birds.
I have a dim recollection of seeing him training his birds, with their
cages darkened down to a certain pitch. Experience had taught
that his birds would best execute what he wanted from them when
placed in the dark. And so does GoD deal with His children,
whom He is carefully training for sweetest song. He darkens the
cage, that the mind may not be distracted from the lesson bywhat
the eye sees; thus, many a heart has been taught to sing to GOD
all the more sweetly that it was shut out from the glare and glitter
of this world and its pleasures." Our personal experience is not
unlike this, but present singing of songs is much varied. Our
gracious heavenly FATHER" giveth songs in the night," and many
of our heavy night-songs bring us bright light in the morning.
"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
The morning" without clouds" will surely usher in the everlasting
Day, and the children of the Day will for ever cast off the garments
of the night and of sinful weakness, and in the Name of Him Who
is the RESURRECTION and the LIFE, shall put on-never to put off
-the garments "of glory and beauty." The redeemed Church
of the FIRSTBORN shall, in that Day, indeed be satisfied!
,

" When this passing world is done,
When has sunk yon glaring sun,
When we stand with CHRIST in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story,
Then, LORD, shall I fully know,Not till then,-how much I owe.
" When I stand before the throne,
Dressed in beauty not my own;
When I see Thee as Thou art,
Love Thee with unsinning heart;
Then, LoRD, shall I fully know,Not till then,-how much I owe.
" When the praise of heaven I hear,
Loud as thunders to the ear,
Loud as many waters' noise,
Sweet as harp's melodious voice;
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Then, LoRD, shall I fully know,Not till then,-how much I owe.
" E'en on earth, as through a glass,
Darkly, let Thy glory pass;
Make forgiveness feel so sweet,
Make Thy SPIRIT'S help so meet;
E'en on earth, LORD, make me know
Something of how much I owe.
" Chosen not for good in me,
Wakened up from wrath to flee,
Hidden in the SAVIOUR'S side,
By the SPIRIT sanctified!
Teach me, LORD, on earth to show,
By my love, how much I owe."

Clifton, Bristol.

THE EDITOR.

WHO shall disannul or add to the Covenant of the Trinity! The
creature cannot. God will not. His purpose of bringing many sons
to glory is unalterably fixed in His own mind, and in order to make it
a sure ground for their faith, He confirmed His i=utable Covenant
by His i=utable oath. On this security I rest my soul. A Covenant
God has enabled me to rest in His Covenant engagements. Hence I
see everything relating to my salvation absolutely certain in the
counsel and Covenant of God; and I look upon my faith to be one
of the effects of my being in the Covenant. And faith as a Covenant
gift is an immutable gift.-Romaine.
IN respect of their variety, they are manifold mercies. Riches lie in
a variety. In Ezekiel xXvii. 12, Tyre is said to have a multitude of
all kinds of riches. Now, as God hath a multitude of mercies, so He
hath a multitude of all kinds of mercies. Therefore, you will find in
the Scripture that mercy still runs in the plural, not only to note out
that they are many, but that they are manifold-there is a variety of
them. "I beseech you, by the mercies of God" (Rom. xii. 1). In
Nehemiah ix. 19-27-a chapter wherein God and man strive, as it were,
whether God's mercies or man's sin should outvie one another-there is
mention made of the manifoldness of His mercies, and in Isaiah Ixiii. 7,
there is the multitude of His loving-kindnesses, which are there called
the praises of the Lord, because they are His glory. As our hearts
and the devil are the father of a variety of sins, so God is the Father
of a variety of mercies, and they are as so many children to Him which
He begets. And there is no sin or misery but God has a mercy for
it, and He hath a multitude of mercies of every kind too, even like an '
apothecary that hath an abundance of drugs of all sorts for all kinds
of diseases.-Goodwin.

.

,/

The Gospel Magazine
mta~fjtlJe

391

j},otefj.

THE FAITH OF GOD'S ELECT.
" Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of JeSllS Christ, acrording
to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth
which is after godliness."-TITUS i. 1.

THE Lord's people are a chosen or elect people. God hath chosen
them in Christ before the foundation of the world. They are the
objects of His everlasting love, and in due time He quickens them
by His Spirit and bestows upon them that grace of faith by which
they renounce all confidence in their own righteousness and trust
only in the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Such
faith has always characterized God's chosen ones. Abel, Enoch and
Noah were men of faith. By faith Abel offered to God an acceptable sacrifice. By faith Enoch walked with God. By faith Noah
"prepared an ark to the saving of his house." In like manner
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses were men of faith.
Women, too, such as Sarah and Rahab, had faith in a coming
Redeemer, and the time would fail me to tell of judges, kings,
and prophets "who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out
of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to
flight the armies of the aliens." Faith is still a distinguishing
mark of the Lord's true people. They are saved through faith;
justified by faith; they live by faith; they walk by faith; they
stand by faith; they conquer by faith. "This is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith" (1 John v. 4). Thus" the
faith of God's elect" differentiates God's living people from the
world, for "all men have not faith" (2 Thess. iii. 2).
Now the faith of God's chosen ones is described in various ways
by the inspired writers in the New Testament.
First it is described as "unfeigned faith."
In his second letter to Timothy the Apostle Paul says: "When
I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and
I l\m persuaded that in thee also" (2 Tim. i. 5). Unfeigned faith
is genuine, real, sincere, urihypocriticaI. Such faith characterized
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Timothy, and it also dwelt in his grandmother Lois and in his
mother Eunice. How beautiful to see the evidence of unfeigned
faith in a grandmother, a mother, and a son! No wonder that to a
son who had such a godly mother and godly grandmother it
could be said, "From a child thou hast known the holy Scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus." The Lord blessed the means used by
these women of "unfeigned faith," and thus Timothy, Paul's
"own son in the faith," was prepared for the further teaching
which he heard from apostolic lips. What an encouragement
this is to godly parents! Faith is not inherited. It is not transmitted from father to son, but God blesses the means used by
godly and praying parents, and God-given faith takes up its abode,
through Divine grace, in the hearts of the children. Blessed are
they in whom "unfeigned faith" resides. Such are to be distinguished from mere professors whose faith is only pretended.
Simon the sorcerer" believed" and" was baptized," but his faith
was not "unfeigned," and hence Peter said to him, "Thou hast
neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the
sight of God" (Acts viii. 21). Genuine faith is God's gift. It is a
fruit of the Spirit. It has Christ for its object. It is saving because
it embraces the Saviour. It is "no mere credence of the head, a
bare mental acquiescence in the proof of historical or dogmatic
facts, but far rather the trust, the reliance, of the quickened heart.
. . . It saves only in the sense that it receives the saving Christ."
The faith of God's elect is next described as " the common faith"
(see Titus i. 4). That is, it is a faith which is common to all God's
people. They all alike possess it. Whatever their station in life,
whether they be rich or poor, or whatever their attainments,
whether they be learned or unlearned, they all alike possess the
grace of faith. The salvation of God's children is called "the
common salvation" (Jude 3), because it is common to all the
saints. They are all equally saved with an everlasting salvation,
and through a faith which is common to them all they appropriate
the blessings of the salvation of God. Such faith is the same in its
source, the same in its object, and the same more or less in its
effects.
We next read of "like precious faith." The words maybe
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translated" an equally precious faith." Peter addresses his second
epistle "to them that have obtained an equally precious faith
with us in the righteousness of our God and Saviour-Jesus Christ"
(2 Pet. i. 1, RV.). Peter, though an Apostle, did not claim to have
obtained a faith more precious than that of the children of God to
whom he was writing. . The saints to whom he wrote were on a level
with the Apostles in regard to the grace of faith. They had obtained
an equally precious faith with them. The verb "to obtain" in
this passage is very interesting. It means in the original "to
receive by Divine allotment." Peter uses it of the ministry which
Judas received by the appointment of Christ (see Acts i. 17 compared
with Luke vi. 13). The faith of the Apostles, then, and the faith of
all believers is a gift received by Divine allotment. God in His
mercy bestows it. It is equally precious wherever found. Its
value is just as great amongst the poor as amongst the rich. It is
precious because of the source from which it comes. All God's
gifts are precious. He never bestows a worthless gift upon His
people. It is precious because it embraces a precious Saviour.
It glories in His " precious blood," and it glories in Him Who hath
loved His people and washed them from their sins in His own
blood and hath made them kings and priests unto God and His
Father. It is faith " in the righteousness of our God and Saviour
Jesus Christ." The possessor of this Divinely-given faith renounces
all confidence in his own righteousness and trusts only in the blood
and righteousness of Christ, his Surety and Substitute. He sings :" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."
This faith may also be described as enriching faith.
"Hearken, my belowd brethren, hath not God chosen the
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He
hath promised to them that love Him ~ " (James ii. 5). God hath
chosen His people that they m3Y be rich in the possession of faith.
Such faith enriches all who have it, however poor they may be in
other respects. Moreover, the true and abiding wealth of the
godly rich consists not in the abundance of their earthly possessions,
but in the faith by which they become heirs of the kingdom which
God hath promised to them that love Him. Of this faith it may
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be said: "It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be
weighed for the price thereof. It cannot be valued with the gold
of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire. The gold and
the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for
jewels of fine gold." Those who are rich in faith are rich through
Christ's poverty. They have the forgiveness of sins according to
the riches of God's grace. They are more or less "rich in good
works" and they trust" in the living God, Who giveth us richly all
things to enjoy." Oh! dear readers, are you rich in faith? If so,
" all things are yours . . . and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's."
Let it now be noted that the faith of God's elect may sometimes
be described as "great faith."
On two occasions our Lord speaks of "great faith." Of the
centurion He said, "Verily I say unto you, I have not found so
great faith, no, not in Israel" (Matt. viii. 10). Then to the woman
of Canaan He said, " 0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee
even as thou wilt" (Matt. xv. 28). It is remarkable that both
these instances of great faith are found outside the chosen nation.
The centurion and the woman were both Gentiles. Great faith,
however, may -be found in unexpected quarters. The centurion's
great faith was manifested when he said, "Speak the word only,
and my servant shall be healed." He had great faith in the omnipotence of the Lord Jesus Christ. Do we not need to remember
that" All power is given unto Him in heaven and in earth" -? He
upholds" all things by the word of His power." Why then should
we ever doubt His ability? The great faith of ·the woman of
Canaan was manifested by her perseverance; she persevered
notwithstanding the Lord's silence and apparent indifference.
She persevered notwithstanding the declared exclusiveness of His
ministry. She persevered though numbered amongst Gentile
dogs, and, at last, when her faith had been thoroughly tested, she
received the Lord's commendation and the Lord's blessing. May
we, dear Christian readers, have great faith in our great God. May
we be like Abraham, who" staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief; but was strong in 'faith, giving glory to God;
and being fully persuaded that, what He had promised, He was
able also to perform" (Rom. iv. 20, 21).
Then, the faith of. God's elect may be described as liule faith.
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It is to be feared that the faith of the Lord's people must often
be described in this way, so prone are we to doubt and unbelief.
Yet it is better to have little faith than no faith at all. Our Lord
often speaks of the little faith of His people, but it is remarkable
that on each occasion His reference to little faith is accompanied
by a rebuke. In the Sermon on the Mount He says: "Wherefore,
if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall He not much more clothe you,
o ye of little faith ~" When His disciples awoke Him during the
storm on the sea of Galilee, He said to them: "Why are ye fearful,
o ye of little faith ~" When Peter was " beginning to sink" and
cried, "Lord, save me," "Jesus stretched forth His hand, and
caught him, and said unto him, 0 thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou dou bt~" So, on another occasion our Lord said to His
disciples, "0 ye of little faith, why reason ye among yourselves,
because ye have brought no bread ~ " (see Matt. vi. 30; viii. 26 ;
xiv. 31; xvi. 8). Thus we must not rest content with little faith.
Doubt and unbelief must not be tolerated. Rather, our frequent
prayer to Him Who is the Giver of faith and the Source of all
spiritual graces should be " Lord, increase our faith."
" Faith is the gift of God,
By His own Spirit wrought;
The eye that sees, the hand that takes
The blessings Christ hath bought.
" Jesus it owns as King,

And all-atoning Priest;
It claims no merit of its own,
But looks for all in Christ.
" To Him it leads the soul,
When filled with deep distress,
Flies to the fountain of His blood,
And trusts His righteousness.
" All through the wilderness,
It is our strength and stay;
Nor can we miss the heavenly road,
If faith direct our way.
" Lord, 'tis Thy work alone,
And that Divinely free;
Send down the Spirit of Thy Son,
To work this faith in me."
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Now there WIU long war between the house 0/ Saul and the house
David: but David waxed stronger and stronger, and the house
Saul waxed weaker and weaker."-2 SAM. iii. 1.

0/

0/

My purpose at this time is not to deal with the historical facts of my
text. The reader can peruse at his leisure, and I trust profitably, the
history of Saul, the Lord's anointed king, and of David taken" from
the sheep-cote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over My people,
over Israel," as contained in the fifteenth and following chapters of
the First Book of Samuel.
The words of our text speak of continuous warfare between the
two houses. Saul eyed David with jealousy, and sought to overthrow him, because of his constant successes and because the people
followed him with fidelity and clave unto him. "Thine are we, David,
and on thy side, thou son of Jesse," was the declaration of David's
humble yet whole-hearted followers. They were loyal soldiers; they
confided in their king. And" David went on, and grew great, and
the Lord of hosts was with him."
Let us apply, by the. Holy Spirit's aid, these thoughts to a greater
than David, even David's Lord, and to His followers, who"See their sonship and their heirship too,
And by believing enter into rest;
Conscious of dignity as sons of God,
Amidst a nation crooked and perverse,
They shine as lights, blameless and harmless seen,
A family in kindred union joined;
Accustom'd to the pleasure grace imparts,
Refin'd in taste, united in their Head,
And kept by power Divine, till come of age,
Then welcom'd home, and introduced to court,
Acknowledg'd children of the light and day;
By whom the works of darkness are abhorr'd,
Armour of light put on, they stand approv'd;
Their deed. are manifest as wrought in God,
His glory is the business of their life;
Made meet to be partakers with the saints
In their inheritance, the realms of light,
They wait, and look, and stand prepared for heaven."
Now such subjects of Divine grace, these chosen followers and
soldiers of the King of kings, are eyed with hatred and malice by
the prince of darkness. It is the seed of the bondwoman and the seed
of the freewoman at war. It is Ishmael and Isaac at variance. It is
the loving of Jacob and the hating of Esau. It is the praying for
and forgiving of Peter and the casting away of Judas. It is having
mercy upon whom He will have mercy, and hardening whom He will.
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And thus His eternal Covenant stands-" I know whom I have
chosen;" "I know My sheep and am known of Mine." And to
them is given eternal life and they are kept for the Kingdom;
redeemed at no less cost than the precious blood of God's Lamb.
They are preserved Divinely all the way Home until they all.. Appear before the throne; one family,
All perfect, and all glorified with Christ.
Their journey lies across a desert land,
I

Midst thorns and briers, one vast wilderness,

Where hostile powers oppose their travelling Home,
And make their pilgrimage a daily war.
But, guided by His cloud and by His fire,
Who brought them out of Egypt's slavery,
They cross the stream of death, and enter rest.
Each disembodied spirit bought with blood,
Dismiss'd from wa.rfare, wears a conqueror's

crOWD,

Obtains the place prepar'd for saints above,
Ascribes the glory to their Captain's name,
And takes his seat with Him upon His throne."
And these are they who, as the text in type tells us, " wax stronger
and stronger." It is a continuous warfare, but the victory is certain. As
truly as the Lord promised to Israel of old, so does He promise and
faithfully perform to everyone of Israel's blood-bought seed: "The
Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten
before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee
before thee seven ways." And each spiritual warrior is provided
against the day of battle. "Take unto you," He says, "the whole
armour of God." In another Scripture His soldiers are enjoined to
" put on the whole armour of God," and there are no instructions as to
putting it off ! No-nor can they do so; for once in the field, the conflict is prolonged until the latest breath. Every soldier of Jesus Christ
knows he has to endure a great fight of afllictions even unto the end.
The enemies are many; they "are lively and strong." But our
Captain leads the way, and there is no going back. Hence there is no
armour provided for the fleeing one, none for the back. But with
helmet, breastplate, shield, sword, and shoes, His soldiers go forth
conquering and to conquer, and are brought off the field" more than
conquerors" through Christ, Who hath loved them.
Of this army a writer, under the title of " A Philippian," in an early
number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE writes: "That army of which the
Captain is the' King of kings and Lord of lords,' unlike the armies of
this world, needs no staff of officers, superior in rank and station to
the general corps, who obtain their post, not by superior prowess, but
by favour or purchase; for here the Captain is the only Superior
Officer,' and He was' exalted as one chosen out of the people,' by Whose
inherent superiority, being' equal with the Father,' possessing a Divine
no less than a human nature, He became the' Captain of our Salvation.'
The whole staff is represented in this individual Captain; 'all power
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in heaven and in earth,' being His, the interests and direction of every
one forming the ranks cannot be overlooked. A glorious Leader is
here, far exceeding the abilities of field-marshal, for the movements of
the enemy are but by His permission. 'Touch not his life,' is as true
of His most timid soldier, as it was of Job or Peter . . . As' Captain
of the Lord's host,' He leads His followers out to battle under such
advantageous circumstances, that knowing the end from the beginning,
there can be no miscarriage, no waste of ammunition, no confusion in
the ranks.
• How potent His word of command,
Who saith, I will save and display,
How, held by My powerful hand,
My troop shall their enemies slay:"
And thus all the soldiers of the cross go on. They are called to war
a good warfare; they are led by the Captain of their salvation, and
fight under His banner. The conflicts are very varied, and in this
their Lord displays His mercy, remembering that they are dust. None
of the Lord's children can complain of the monotony of anyone trial.
There are such constant changes, new surprises, renewed exercises and
trouble, that no two days, nay nor hours, nor moments, are alike in
their spiritual experience. Berridge tersely puts it :" Brisk and dull in half an hour,
Hot and cold, sweet and sour;
Sometimes grave at Jesus' school,

Sometimes light and play the fool."
Shall any then dare to put off his armour or retire from the battlefield? What do we learn from those mourning words of Joshua, when
" he rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face . . . and said
. . . 0 Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before
their enemies! For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land
shall hear of it, and shall environ us round, and cut off our name
from the earth: and what wilt Thou do unto Thy great name 1 "
The Lord's reply to His dear servant was: "Israel hath sinned."
And what should be said of any of those followers of Joshua's great
Antitype, if they went back or fled before the enemy! How the
Apostle wept over those who had gone back. "They went out from
us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no
doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might
be made manifest, that they were not all of us."
How many start with a fair profession, but like "the children of
Ephraim being armed and carrying bows" (not the Divinely appointed
and provided" armour of God "), turn" back in the day of battle."
" For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you
even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ." And
again comes the mournful reminder: "Ye did run well; who did hinder
you?" The Word declares: "If any man draw back, My soul shall
have no pleasure in him." But whilst this is a warning and admonition,
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thank God we can say also with the beloved Apostle: "But, beloved,
we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany
salvation."

In Christ, God freely gives us all things. He is all our salvation,
and we have in that salvation all things necessary. It is a Kingly
salvation, mighty, complete! So then it is our wisdom and refuge to
cry in every battle: "Behold, 0 God our shield, and look upon the
face of Thine Anointed."
Thus the armour is put on, and kept bright by use. The result is
increase of strength to the warring believer, who accordingly sees each
enemy grow "weaker and weaker," The heavenly warrior goes on
" from strength to strength." Strong in the Mighty One, and confident
of His promised support, he cries in the day of battle, "Rejoice not
against me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in
darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me " (lI'licah vii. 8).
There is a day coming when God's children shall be brought off the
field "more than conquerors." "By whom shall J acob arise 1 for
he is small." Small and despised may little J acob, the" worm," be
now, but this is the promise for all his successors: "Fear thou not;
for- I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of My righteousness. Behold, all they that were incensed
against thee shall be ashamed.and confounded: they shall be as nothing;
and they that strive with thee shall perish" (Isa. xli. 10-12).
o child of God, look onward, upward, heavenward! Soon all the
conflicts will be over. The power of the enemy even now is waxing
weaker and weaker. He has been conquered in thy living Head, Who
conquers anew for thee in all thy varied exercises. There still remains
the last enemy to be destroyed, and Satan will up to then use all his
hellish means to harass, perplex, and annoy. Then gathering all his
forces, all the strength that hell can afford him, he will make his last
onslaught. But listen: "The gates of hell shall not prevail against
thee." The last enemy to be destroyed is death, and death for every
believer has been bereft of its sting. "0 death, where is thy sting 1 0
grave, where is thy victory 1 The sting of death is sin, and the
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, Which giveth us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
Such is the blissful anticipation soon to be realized by every bloodransomed sinner.
Our weapons are not carnal. The same sword of the Spirit which
Jesus used in the wilderness wherewith to defy and utterly confound
the arch-enemy, He has put into His servants' hands, It is written, is
sufficient_ It cannot be gainsaid, once having been spoken in His
holiness. "For ever, 0 Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven."
May our eyes be up unto the Lord, from Whom alone all our help
comes. May His Word abide in us, control us, speak to us, and overcome for us, and thus uphold us from day to day, carrying us through
all our difliculties and giving us to see, how in the power of His might

'.
The Gospel Magazine

400

and in the keeping of His Covenant and the exercising of His love,
He makes the house of Saul--our every enemy without and within
-wax" weaker and weaker," and the house of David and his seed
wax "stronger and stronger."
"Great God, assist me through the fight,
Make me triumphant in Thy might;
Thon the desponding heart can raise,The victory mine, and Thine the praise."

And when our hearts grow heavy and our hands weary with the
constant warfare, the great fight of afflictions, let us recall the sacred
account of Eleazar, and turn it unto spiritual advantage: "He arose,
and smote the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand clave
unto the sword; and the Lord wrought a great victory that day; and
the people returned after him only to spoil." And of the Lord's persecuted servant Nehemiah and his faithful servants: "They which
builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded"
everyone with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the
other hand held a weapon. For the builders, everyone had his sword
girded by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the trumpet
was by me. And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the
rest of the people, The work is great and large, and we are separated
upon the wall, one far from another. In what place therefore ye hear
the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God shall
fight for us. So we laboured in the work: and half of them held the
spear~ from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared. Likewise
at the same time said I unto the people, Let everyone with his servant
lodge within Jerusalem, that in the night they may be a guard to us,
and labour on the day. So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my
servants, nor the men of the guard which followed me, none of us put
off our clothes, saving that everyone put them off for washing"
(Neh. iv. 17-23).
Let us encourage our hearts, beloved. Victory is ensured; it is
coming, it will assuredly be ours.
U

From victory unto victory

His army shall He lead;
Till every foe be vanquished,
And Christ is Lord indeed."

R.

IN the Gospel all our grants are large. "All are yours, and ye are
Christ's, and Christ is God's." God spared not His own Son, but
gave Him up to death for us all. Nay, more: "I am your God, and
ye are My people." He thinks it not too much to give His Son or
Himself to His people. There is but one thing He keeps to Himself.
"My glOl"Y will I not give to another, neither My praise to graven
images" (Isa. xlii. 8). All that the Lord reserves to Himself is but
" the praise of the glory of His grace." --Crisp.
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THE PORTRAIT.-THE LATE MRS. W. R. ARBUTHNOT.
WITH deep sorrow we record the passing away, on Tuesday, May 21st,
after a life of gracious testimony and valuable service, of Mrs. ARBUTHNOT, of Plaw Hatch, near East Grinstead. As the foundress, in 1891
at the Mildmay Conference, of the" Women's Protestant Union," she
had for many years taken a leading part in its good work-up to the
close of her energetic life. We cordially endorse the following appreciative report of the closing scenes connected with the mournful event,
which we are sure will be perused by a large circle of our readers. We
take it from the columns of our Christian contemporary-The E1UJlish
Churchman. We also, through the courtesy of the same weekly
Protestant publication, produce the Portrait of the greatly beloved lady,
which many will be glad to possess in her memory.
FROM" THE ENGLISH CHURCHMAN."
"With the deepest regret we have to announce that Mrs. W. R.
Arbuthnot, the beloved Founder and President of the Women's Protestant Union, passed away early on Tuesday morning last, after a very
long illness, the fatal termination of which was realized as certain by the
sufferer herself and those around her. The pure and lofty character of
Mrs. Arbuthnot, her gracious manner, commanding influence, and noble
work, gained the affectionate esteem of a wide circle, and her departure
will be keenly felt, especially in the ranks of the Society of which she
was not a mere figurehead, but the inspiring genius and hard-working
leader. There existed between the deceased lady and the members
of the Union a bond of sympathy and love which was very manifest
in the monthly letter she addressed to them through the pages of the
Protestant Woman.

" A few days before the end, MIs. Arbuthnot intimated her wish
that 'there should be no black bands or signs of mourning, but all
rejoicing.' She was going 'to be with Christ, which is far better.'
In her own words again, the peaceful thought which possessed her in
contemplation of the change was, ' I am going home. I can now say,
" Come, Lord Jesus.'"
Released from pain, and entered into rest,
she leaves vacant a place on earth which she occupied with marvellous
power and devotion and usefulness. Besides this public loss, there i.s
the wide gap caused in family life, in which she fulfilled the loving
duties of wife and mother as probably few women engaged so actively
in public interests are capable of doing. Home and husband and
children were always dear to her, and never neglected, in spite of her
prominent place in the religious forces of her time.
" Mrs. Arbuthnot came of a distinguished line. She was the granddaughter of the Earl of Seaforth and niece of the late Lady Ashburton,
who was so widely known in connection with great philanthropic and
Evangelistic causes. Hence she had the advantages of birth and
station, but she devoted them, with her personal gifts and worldly
wealth, to the service of God and to the steady maintenance of Protestant
26
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truth. She manied Mr. W. R. Arbuthnot and had a family of seven
sons and five daughters. Two of her sons, Mr. Stuart and Mr.' W.
Rierson Arbuthnot, are prominently associated with the work of the
Central Y.M.C.A. Another son, as a, Lieutenant of the Seaforth
Highlanders, was engaged in the Chitral Expedition and at Omdurman,
and canied the colours of his regiment at Queen Victoria's Diamond
Jubilee. In her beautiful home at Plaw Hatch, near East Grinstead,
Mrs. Arbuthnot moved with the dignity of a fit mistress of such surround,ings and exercised a charming hospitality.
" It was the grief occasioned by the act of a near relative in joining
the Church of Rome-after a period of Ritualistic influence-which
caused Mrs. Arbuthnot to grasp the dangers of Rome's advance and
the perils of Ritualism.' It set her thinking of the need for an organization which would specially band together Christ,ian women of all
denominations in defence of Protestantism, and provide a great educative agency to resist the insidious attacks on happy home life and
Evangelical religion by convent schools and other devices. Thus the
Women's Protestant Union was founded at Mildmay Conference in
1891. It has grown surely year by year, and by means of its numerons
branches and its various special objects, has attained to a distinct and
worthy place among the great Protestant societies.
" The Annual Conference of the Union is proceeding at Caxton Hall
this week."
THE FUNERAL AT WES'f HOA'rHLY.

(From the Correspondent of The English Churchman.)
" In glorious sunshine, with all nature sprung to new life, the green
everywhere in its most delicate pale shades, the loveliest wisteria
hanging gracefully from the surrounding trees, the birds; ,high up,
singing with full-throated joy, the mortal remains of Mrs. Mary Helen
Arbuthnot, one of the best-beloved of our Protestant leaders, were
laid to rest in the beautiful churchyard of West Hoathly, in the midst
of her own people, ou Saturday afternoon last. Far from the busy
haunts of men, on the edge of the magnificent woodland of Ashdown
Forest, on the summit of their most charming estate, Mr. and Mrs.
Arbuthnot, a generation ago, planned and built their house, and some
two miles from this spot the churchyard stands high up above the
paths and lanes, looking out upon a wonderful aspect, which enkindles
a sense of joy in the ]::>eholding. And joy, indeed, serene joy, was the
note of this interment, as with Christ-enlightened eyes those who
followed in the train of mourners realized that this most highly gifted
of the servants of God had but' changed the muddy vesture of decay,'
and had awaked to spend an endless morning with her heart's beloved,
tjle Risen and Exalted Lord. She had specially wished a few days
before the end that there should be no black bands or signs of mourning,
but all rejoicing, and with real peace she was able to say, , I am going
home. I can now say, "Come, Lord Jesns.'"
So here was no occasion
for tears, though in many hearts there arose the sharp pain of a deep
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Bense of bereavement as there came unbidden to the thoughts Elisha's
anguish-stricken cry, because of the loss of so beloved and saintly a
Leader_
.
"While this is true of the more public Associations in which her
gracious and noble personality had for more than twenty years been
so influential, it is true also of the locality in which she made her home_
The spiritual power of the work which she superintended in the Mission
Rooms at the Granary and in Sharpthorne and in many other ways
has proved a marked influence amongst the inhabitants of all that
countryside, and will abide with results to be known only at the Great
Harvest. It is little to be wondered at that practically every person
in the villages around was a mourner at that funeral.
" Precisely at two o'clock there drew up at the Garden House, one
of the houses on the estate which Mrs. Arbuthnot more specially preferred, and in which she received her Home Call, a large farm wagon,
lined aud bordered by evergreens, with here and there some white
flowers peeping out. Upon this the coffin was placed, and on the coffin
many most beautiful wreaths. Two great farm horses were attached
to the wagon to draw it to the churchyard, an offiee that many of the
old servants of the estate would dearly have loved to fill, but it was
not to be, aud the horses were led by the senior carter, who has been en
the estate for forty years. The bearers were four servants on the
estate, whose period of service aggregated over 120 years. After the
carriages of the mourners there walked the servauts, the tenants, and
the outdoor employees. And so, slowly through the beautiful lanes
and into tlle village of West Hoathly, the procession wended its way.
In the village street, extending up to the gate of the churchyard, the
West HoatWy Territorial Cadet Corps formed up and saluted the
coffin as it was lifted from the wagon, and from the gateway to the
door of the Church the tenants and servants formed a double line.
" At the special request of MJ.'s. Arbuthnot herself, who gave all
directions as to the funeral during her last days, the Rev. J. B. Barraclough, lately of St. Thomas's, Lambeth, and now Vicar of Hackford,
Norwich, conducted the funeral service, assisted by the Rev. R. D.
Wakefield, the Vicar of the parish, and it was Mr. Barraclough's voice
'that we heard reciting the opening sentences of the Btrrial Service,
, I am the Resurrection and the Life, saith the Lord.' The church was
much too small to hold all who desired to attend the service, and many
were in the churchyard while the Psalm and the Epistle were being
read. Mr. Barraclough carried many sympathetic hearts with him as
he recited in a triumphant voice the penultimate verse of the Epistle,
, Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.'
" One hymn was sung while the congregation was in the church.
That, too, was selected by Mrs. Arbuthnot, and was perhaps the most
poignantly suggestive phase of the whole service. 'rhe hymn summed
up, perhaps as nothing else could so adequately have done, the life
and course, the faith and endeavour of this true child of God. It was
the well-known hymn,-
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, Grace I 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear;

Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear.'
" I should think that no singing has ever had a more victorious note
in it in West Hoathly Church than that which· burst forth in the five
times repeated refrain,-.
'8ned by grace alone I
This is all my plea.'
" The coffin was then brought out of the church, and was wheeled
to the grave high up in the churchyard and overlooking the village.
The coffin, I should have said, had been made by the loving hands of
workmen employed by Mr. Arbuthnot, and was constructed from oak
grown on the estate. The grave was prepared by the estate workmen.
It was bricked at the bottom, and was beautifully lined with roses,
azaleas, c1ematis, and geraniums. Here was assembled a very large
company, and Mr. Barraclough read the Committal Prayers. As the
sons and daughters were taking the last look at the coffin, there rose
the assuring notes of 'For ever with the Lord,' in which the whole
congregation joined, and this was followed by the singing of Bishop
Bickersteth's beautiful hymn, 'Peace, perfect peace,' and with the
comforting words, ' Peace, perfect peace, death shadowing us and ours,
Jesus has vanquished death and all its powers,' the service came to a
fitting conclusion.
"The family mourners included Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Arbuthnot,
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Arbuthnot, Mr. Reirson Arbuthnot, Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Arbuthnot, Major Kenneth Arbuthnot, Mr. Andrew Arbuthnot,
Mr. Malcombe Arbuthnot, Miss Lily Arbuthnot, i\'liss Dorothy Arbuthnot, Mrs. Cobbold, Mr. Geoffrey Cobbold (grandson), i\ir. and Mrs.
Matheson, Mrs. Neufville Taylor, i\'lr. Charles J. Arbuthnot, i\'liss
Florence Arbuthnot, Mr. Herbert R. Arbuthnot, Colonel Lenox
Conyngham, Captain Lenox Conyngham, Mr. and fus. James Arbuthnot, Mr. Herbert Arbuthnot, and i\'liss Margaret Gough.
"The following were present representing various Protestant
Societies: . lIir. WaIter A. Limbrick, F.R.Hist.S. (Secretary of the
Protestant Reformation Society), and Mrs. Limbrick, lIir. H. Fowler
and Mr. David S. Hyslop (Secretary and Organizing Secretary respectively, representing the Protestant Alliance), Mr. D. Catt and the
Rev. W. Sinden (representing the Calvinistic Protestant Union), Mr.
J. B. Colbran (Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society), Mrs. Cecil Howard,
Lady Agnes Anderson, Mrs. Bell, Miss Martin, Miss Boorne, Mrs. Henry
Jennings, and Mr. Collett (representing the Women's Protestant
Union), Mr. John Wood, Miss Wood, and Mr. James Lovell (representing
the Evangelization Society), Lieut.-Colonel Alves and the Rev. R. A.
Bullen (representing the Church Association), and 1I'lr. S. J. Abbott.
"The following, amongst others, also attended: Lady Musgrave,
Sir Alexander R. and Lady Stenning, the Rev. Canon Leach, the Rev.
C. Black, Mr. H. S. Cautley, M.P., Mr. Ivor Bevan, and 1Ifr. E. Hannah.
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Settnon~.

CROWNl

NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. J\fARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, BY
THE RECTOR, THE REV. J. ORMISTON, ON LoRD'S-D.~Y
EVENING, JUNE 9TH, 1912.

" Blessed is the man tltat enduretlt temptation; for wlten he is tried, he
sltall rlXeive the crown of l,:fe, u·lticlt the Lord MIll. promised to them
that love Him."-J AMES i. 12.

THIS is a very precious passage of God's sure Word. It is written for
the consolation and edification of the people of God, and it seems
fully to cover the state of God's dear children. Look at the first
word, " Blessed," and see who is accounted to be so from God's point
of view, and what provision He has made for the blessing of His people.
Let us turn to James v. 11-" Behold, we count them happy which
endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the
end of" the Lord: that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy."
That is the sum total of tills pronouncement. Those who endure
are the blessed--or happy--ones, and it is they who experience the
truth of these beautiful words, " the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender
mercy." We will turn also to Rev. ii. 10. "Fear none of those
things which thou shalt suffer; behold, the devil shall cast some of
you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation
ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of
life." Again He promises a crown-the same crown-a crown of life
to these tried ones-these overcomers, gracious characters who faced
all the powers of hell when arraigned against t·hem. "Be thou faithful
unto death "-not until the period of death merely, but unt<l dying
itself-unto death by violence-for the truth's sake-and then "I
will give thee a Crown of Life." Oh, what a promise! what a gracious
and all-sufficient promise, is tills God "makes to His suffering people.
This word " Blessed" is one of peculiar significance for the saints of
God. Psalm i. 1 begins with it, " Blessed is the man that walketh not
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor
sitteth in the seat of the scornful." He is blessed in God's sight, and
just as we find tills word standing at the commencement of the book
of Psalms, we find it to be the same word as is UBed by the Lord Jesus
when He began His ministry. In St. Matthew v. we read, " And seeing
the multitudes, He went up into a mountain: and when He was set
His disciples came unto Him: and He opened His mouth and taught
them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn. Blessed are the meek.
Blessed are they wIllch do hunger and thirst after righteousness.
Blessed are the merciful. Blessed are the pure in heart. Blessed
are the peacemakers. Blessed are they wIllch are persecuted for
righteousness' sake. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and

•

'406

Tlie Gospel Magazine

persecute you, and shall say all manner' 'of evil against you falsely,
for M:y sake." These beatitudes are recorded by the inspiration of
the Holy Ghost, and they emphasize the teaching of the Messiah while
on earth. He came to be and to preach a blessing to pOOl' sinners,
helpless and undone by sin. H~ came to be a blessing unto the uttermost to every believing sinner. How blessed is this, to have it in such
plain, substantial terms as these I have quoted to you. God's people
are meant to be a happy people.
" Blessed is the man that endureth temptation." To enlarge our
subject and see who is the man that endureth temptation, let us turn
to Job v. 17-19: "Behold, happy is the man whom God correct~th :
therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty. For He
maketh sore, and bindeth up: He woundeth, and His hands make
whole. He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there
shall no evil touch thee." Some of the precious and sure promises
of the lips that never lied are here given to us, and these are the foundations on which the faith of God's saints is encouraged to be built.
May He be pleased to enlarge our trust and to make it more and more
simple and Biblical in its character. I lay great stress on these words
in the book of Job. We find the 17th verse begins with the word
"Behold," on which I was lately dwelling. When God the Holy
Ghost commands the people of God to behold, it is with all the authority
of heaven He speaks. He never has to qualify or retract what He
says, and if He gives His people confidence in the promises which
He announces by the use of the word " Behold," we need to pause
and hearken to what God the Lord will say. "Happy is the man"
-Enosh-" whom God' correcteth." That is a poor weak man,
weakened by sin, not a strong man; a child of nature but something
more by grace which through Sovereignty has been extended to him.
Is this weak man here to-night, enduring a painful ordeal of correction
because he is one of God's children ~ God corrects in love and wisdom
and faithfulness, He has never to reverse His procedure. We often
speak of the ways of God in correcting His people, which He does very
severely, all because He lo~es them. "Whom I love I rebuke and
chasten." It is thus He deals with His Church and children. He
deals not so with the generality of men. It is only those who are
true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ who are thus dealt with.
Oh, then, affiicted child of God, be cheered by the assurance that
whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth. He takes these pains with
His children, it is purely a family question from first to last. He Who
smites with the rod is the Father of the family, dearly beloved by Him,
so dearly loved that He gave His only begotten and most dear Son to
die for them. And He wisely treats the children He loves with many
stripes during their period of tnition at His hand. It is good for us to
treasure up the remembrance of these chastisements in our hearts.,
" Despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty: for He maketh
sore, and bindeth up; He woundeth, and His hands make whole."
As surely as He corrects and deals severely with one or other of His
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children, He proceeds to bind up the wounds His love has inflictedas surely the one as the other. "Nor faint when thou art rebuked of
Him," there is danger of this, and yet we have this promise, " He shall
deliver thee in six troubles; yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee."
Have you ever thought that matter out, dear friends? One trouble
more, or fewer, you might say, would make little difference, but God
counts them all. Oh, dear child of God, what have not the stripes
that have fallen on your soul cost the Father? "Like as a father
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him;" that is
His Word. Sympathize with the suffering, downcast, sorely-tried
saints of God, they have many and painful troubles, some lasting
many years, and they need your sympathy. lIiany have suffered
great and terrible things at the hand of God, yet by His grace they can
say, " He doeth all things well," great and small, bitter or otherwise,
though afllictingly, He does it all wisely and well. "Yea, in seven there
shall no evil touch thee." That" yea" is equivalent to an oath-it
shall not touch thee. Are you afraid when the God of truth explains
the truth of the discipline He inflicts on His children like this? Tomorrow you will doubtless have some fresh trouble, or the next day;
or in the coming days, but as you are a child of God yOIl have this assurance, "There shall no evil touch thee" to-morrow, nor the next day,
nor at all, as yOIl are one of the elect chosen people of God. Grasp
this and hold it fast. He has said it and will not qualify it or depart
from it. He has sworn it by His own great Name.
" Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is tried,
he shall receive the crown of life." We have a wonderful promise to
which I will ask you to turn in Zechariah xiii. 9. "And I will bring
the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver· is refined,
and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on My Name, and I
will hear them: I will say, It is :lily people, and they shall say, The
Lord is my God." You see the care God takes in identifying them all,
even the smallest of them. "I will say, It is My people," and then
comes the response, " they shall say, the Lord is my God." Oh, what
evil has a saint to fear with such an assurance from Jehovah's lips as
this? He shall be often but lovingly tried, and then there is this promise
for him, "he shall receive the Crown of Life," the victor's crown.
Refer with me to 2 Timothy iv. 8: "Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them that love
His appearing." Here is the voice of one, greatly tried and afflicted,
of God's saints. He may b~ a poor and despised prisoner lying in a
Roman prison, and have injustice inflicted on him and a martyTdom
close at hand, but listen again to his words, " Henceforth there is laid
up for me a CTown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at that day." What a sweet and precious assurance
for this poor exercised servant of God. He does not say, " I hope; "
God's Word had passed for it as he was a man of faith, and he believed
the word of truth, and not only for himself but as " unto all them that
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love His appearing." Do you love His appearing-to dwell much on
the subject ~ and does it actuate your lives day by day ~ Is He
altogether precious to you ~ Can you feast on the prospect of seeing Him
as He is, not as you thought Him to be, even in your best moments ~
Oh, what a sight will that be when we see Him as He is! What a
manifestation of Himself He is preparing for His people on earth.
It may not occupy Him much longer. He has borne patiently so far,
but we take up the language of the inspired writer of the Song of Songs.
Make haste, "make haste, my Beloved, and be Thou like to a roe, or
to a young hart, upon the mountain of spices "-our souls faint for
Thee, oh, hasten to come quickly. "Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness "-are all other things as nothing compared with the thought of seeing Him as He is ~ He is coming the
second time "without sin "-without reference to sin-" unto salvation." He has done' with sin. When on the cross He cried out,
"It is finished." He meant it. He suffered once for sin, the Just for
the unjust. He brought them all the way from the mouth of the pit
to the gates of glory. He brought them once and for ever, that work
will not be repeated. Hold fast to the one atonement of the Lamb of
God. How vain are Roman Catholics in teaching that this sacrifice
needs to be repeated. Christ has suffered once for sins, only once,
but so estimable was His atonement, that it was sufficient to effectually
cover the sins of him who has sinned to the uttermost. He has paid
the mighty debt.
Our text tells us when the individual 'believer has endured to the
end-" when he is tried "-he shall receive that which the Lord has
promised-" the crown of life." Turn now to I.saiah bdv. 4: "For
since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived
by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, 0 God, beside Thee, what He
hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him." Happy are those that
wait, and still wait habitually, and continue untiringly waiting for Him.
T.he vision may linger, but" wait for it: because it will surelj come,
it will not tarry." This is one of the things you may be quite sure
about, nothing may be taken from its meaning-nothing added to
it, for' that is impossible. All will come to pass as He has sworn by
His own unchangeableness. Let us turn to another of the Lord's
promises to His dear children (Jas. ii. 5): "Hearken, my beloved
brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith,
and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love
Him!" These are a few of the thoughts that crowd into one's mind.
" To them that love Him," He is inexpressibly dear, always and
increasingly so. I am very glad to see so many here to-night who have
come to hear and who love the old, old story as much now as they ever
did, and more, because it becomes more and more dear to us as the
years go on ; do you not find it so ~ Please refer with me to 1 Pet~r i. 8,
" Whom having not soon ye love; in whom, though now ye see Him
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:"
This is addressed to all God's dear children. You do not see Him now
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with the earthly sense, but with the heart of God's giving and keeping
and teaching you do love Him. You have your fears and doubts sometimes, when faith wavers to believe; but He knows, because He gave
that faith, it may be but as a grain of mustard-seed, but He cares for
it-it is His, and He" will keep it night and day"-which is His order,
and the night is far spent and the day is at hand. We are looking for
a great and glorious sunrise-when that Still will rise which will never
again set. "Oh, what a sunrise will that advent be!" Live in the
enjoyment of this hope, and still ask the Giver of all grace for grace to
hope to the end, and He will keep His word to you. He knows no
change, nor variableness, nor shadow of turning. He will be true to
the end, to the very last. Yea and Amen are His promises.
Oh, children of God, has He not filled your cup full till running
over 1 May you all experience, and you will, that joy which He has
sworn to give, " joy unspeakable and full of glory."
THE LATE REV. DAVID ALFRED DOUDNEY, M.A.

By

HIS SON, THE REV. CHARLES

E.

DOUDNEY,

M.A.

My aunt has written briefly of the early days of my dear father, of

which. she was naturally conversant, and has asked me to supplement her sketch with an account of his later life.
My father's work at Carlisle, in the new parish of St. James', will
always be looked upon as his life's work. For seventeen years, the
years of his early prime, he laboured incessantly, with that simple,
business-like, straightforward persistence which so markedly characterized him, to build up a new congregation in a newly-formed manufacturing district. He went there when streets were rapidly encroaching on the fields, but not even a Mission Hall stood for God's claims.
He left a beautiful Church, fully equipped, large schools, a Vicarage,
an Institute, and above all a congregation of God-fearing people. Thirtytwo. years have passed since he left, and his name is still green, and I
have seen many letters from persons stillliying, who gladly confess that
to him they owe their introduction to Christ. I was only a little lad
when we left, but I have been back there with him since and watched
the people crowd to greet him, grasping his hand and thanking him
for all that he had done. And not to the parish alone was his interestconfined. As Chaplain to the late Bishop Waldegrave and as Rural Dean
his excellent business-like qualities were highly valued. I have often
wondered how he got th!ough all he did, for until his later years he was
practically almost an invalid. A martyr to indigestion, weak in his
chest, suffering frequently from terrible headache, he yet accomplished
a strong man's allotted work. But against these setbacks he possessed
in no ordinary measure the most child-like faith that his weak body was
needed for all the work it could do-to its uttermost-so he never
spared himself. I never once heard from him one single word of
complaint about his ill-health. God had sent him out with certain
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things to do and a certain measure of strength. If the strength gave
out that was not his business. So he plodded on, fully expecting to
be called soon, neither he nor anyone else having the slightest idea that
he would live to be an old man. But his weakness was made strong,
and for over fifty years he preached Christ and lived Him.
For seventeen years he lived at St. J ames', and then the call came
to Ore, Hastings, and for another period of seventeen years he led a
very different type of people on the road to God. The new parish
was a difficult one. There were two churches, one among comparatively wealthy people and the other among the poor. It was at St.
Helen's, the parish church, that I remember him best. There, as at
Carlisle, he gathered round him a large and earnest congregation, a
remarkahle congregation in many ways. His influence upon the men
of that district was great. Distinguished soldiers, members of Parliament, men of title, professional men came to his ministry as regularly
as the Sundays came round. The church used to be crammed;
and what has always struck me as remarkable was that he never
attempted to reach these people by what the world would consider the
best method, intellectual sermons (though he could have done so),
but his simple talks, his transparent faith, and his firm hold on the
essential facts of religion went home to their hearts. But it was fully
characteristicof him that the poor endof the parish had his chief consideration. His principal social work was the introduction of the now
famous" Penny Dinners" for the school children, a work still being
carried on. His great fight for the retention of the Bible in the Board
Schools will long be remembered in the district. For years the Board
consisted of himself and one faithful follower on the one side, and three
members determined to oust the Bible from the schools on the other.
Then came an election when he was returned at the head of the poll
with two of his party next. But the years of struggle which went
before the victory told on him terribly. I well remember seeing him
go off to the evening meetings of the Board, steadfast in purpose, to
suffer insult and defamation, but with courage never flagging, ouly to
return looking white and fagged, and. utterly weary. He was a man
who never made an enemy on his own behalf, and his kindly soul
suffered much when his duty took him into conflict with anyone.
Then at sixty he thought the parish needed a younger man. He
was wrong. more wrong than he had ever been. His health was betterand
he was fit for more hard work. But it was the work he wa·s always
thinking of, and he thought that it was time he gave way to younger
blood. So he removed to Hatford, a village near Faringdon. Here he
worked for another span of years, until the call to higher service found
him still at his post. This last period showed him at his best. He
was in a very real sense the father of the village. There was never a
trouble or aILxiety, or a joy possessed by anybody, but it waa..brought
to him, and always, always there was the same genial smile, the wise
advice and the practical help. It was not long before it could be said
of Hatford parish, that every soul, except infants and the bed-ridden,
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were regular attendants at church, and every single adult was a communicant. It is not often that villa,ge churches are crowded, but on
fine Sundays it was quite the usual thing at Hatford. A great many
persons came regularly from neighbouring places. The scene at the
fmleral testified to the wonderful influence he spread. Numerous
motor cars and other vehicles blocked the road approaches to the
church; thebuilding itself had not standing room for those who mourned.
At lea,st as many more waited outside in the churchyard.
It was always one of his ambitions that one of his sons should follow
him in the ministry, and when two of them were ordained, it was to
him very great joy. In his last years his youngest son settled quite
close to Hatford, as Rector of Shellingford, and in 't,his last gift of God
he sang his Nunc Dimittis.
It is not to a son that one goes for an estimate of a fathel·'s character.
He is apt to be biassed. But in the present case no one can possibly
deny the accuracy of my statement when I say that David Alfred
DoudneY'was one of the very salt of the earth. A naturally good man,
gifted with many excellent qualities, strongly imbued with common
sense, there was added to this the unwavering knowledge of the presence of God with him. God lived in him. He was very humaneveryone whom he met felt that-he never gave the impression that
he was set above others, or that he lived in another world. But his
humanity was filled and sanctified by the living presence of God.
One cannot help thinking that our Lord would have said of him as of
Nathaniel, " An Englishman in whom there is no guile,"
THE

LATE

REV.

D.

A.

DOUDNEY.

lL."I' APPRECIATION.

•

My DEAR MR. ORMISTON,
There has been a general and sacred interest in the June issue of
the GOSPEL i\1AGAZlNE, contaiuing as it does the portrait of the late
Rev. D. A. Doudney, whose name is honoured and beloved, both for
the sake of his dear father, a former Editor of the Magazine, and for
his own ',:ritings in it. I met him on several occasions--<lnce at
a Clifton Conference, when he greeted me with the warm·heartedness
so characteristic of his dear father. He prayed-I well remember that
~Ionday eveuing-in sweet outpourings at the Throne of Grace, for
a rich blessing to rest upon the days of the Conference, that speakers
and hearers might alike receive the promised blessing. On another
occasion, I was rejoiced to greet him and hear him when on a visit to
St. Luke's, Bedminster, soon after the Rev. Trevor Fielder came to
Bristol. Mr. Doudney spoke of Mr. Fielder's l-indly thought in wishing
him to occupy his sainted father's pulpit, and of the joy it gave him to
be there. We had a few sweet words in the aisle upon the unchangeableness of Jehovah·Jesus amid the changing scenes of time, lLud
subsequently he preached a beautiful sermon from Rev. ii. 17, on the
hidden manna,
the white stone, and, the new name given to the over,
comers.
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I heard from him soon after that visit (in 1908), and he spoke gratefully of my allusion to it in a letter I had occasion to write him about
a little commission he had entrusted to me. He wrote: " How kind
of you to write sucn a cheering letter! Many and very hearty thanks.
You must be a very attentive hearer, such an one as a pastor delights
to minister to. What an unspeakably happy privilege it is when
our dear Master is pleased to make use of us, even in ever so small a
way. My inmost feeling and comfort respecting the ministry is most
truly 1 Cor. i. 27-29. I am extra busy th:is week, so must not IYJ-ite
more, but I thank you with all my heart."
'
In a postscript to a former letter where he wrote in tenderly affectionate terms of my beloved father, he said: "Ps. !xxxix. 15, 16, one
of dear Bishop Waldegrave's favourite t{lxts. How few, alas! seem
really to know it."
Our true sympathy goes out to the bereaved widow and family,
and h:is beloved and affectionate sister, Mrs. Adams. It is such a
link with the past snapped! and our ranks are getting very thin.
But the Lord reigneth; He is Sovereign Ruler of all. .It may be in
His rich mercy, He is gently gathering Home the standard-bearers ere
greater evils befall our once-favoured but now guilty land. And in
spite of our loneliness, we joy to th:ink of them in that rest and
glorious inheritance kept for them and for wh:ich they were "kept
by the power of God," Who will present us with them" faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy."
With love in Christ Jesus,
Believe me, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours affectionately,
RUTH CoWELL.

A COVENANT DECLARATION.
" 1 am wuh you, saith the Lord."-HAGGAI i. 13.
WE view these words, in the first instance, as having respect to the
times of the prophet, to stir up and encourage the people in the work
of building the Lord's house; but they do not apply to that time and
occasion only, for they are a word from the Lord to the elect in Christ
Jesus in every generation. The passage declares that God is present
with His people in their wilderness journey, and in all they meet with
in 'it. He is with them in all the oppositions that beset them, and in
all their discouragements; with them in all the evil they have to
contend against, both from within and from without, the sin that
dwelleth in them, and the iniquity that abounds around them. These
evils are felt and mourned over, more or less, day by day and hour by
hour.
The Lord is with His people to give them repentance, and the
remission of sin; to pardon sin, to subdue it, to control it, to strengthen
them against it, and to give them a final victory over it, through their
vital union with Christ, the Mediatol' of the Covenant of graee; for
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they are a people who have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.
His people were in the thoughts of His heart in the eternity that is
past, and He will be with them through the vast countless ages of the
eternity that is to come.
" His thoughts of peace to Israel's race
From everlasting flowed,
And when He hides His lovely face
He still is Israel's o"d."
Is it not written in the Book, " Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and
God Himself shall be with them, and be their God" ?
In gathering this redeemed people" out of the lands," He is with
them, as we see in the case of Noah, that most blessed patriarch and
eminent type of Christ. How this Covenant declaration' and most
precious word of sovereign grace was made good to him is most evident,
all the while the ark was a-preparing. For how could he have begun,
how could he have carried on for se many years his work, and finished
it at last, unless the Lord had been with him all the while? How
otherwise could he have withstood, on the one hand, the mockery,
scorn, contempt, and opposition of the ungodly world; and on the
other hand the reasonings of his own mind, whereby the faith of God
that was in hil)1, that living principle, would be more or less assaulted
and opposed, even as Abraham's natural affection for both Ishmael
and Isaac had to be set aside by his faith in God, which was the spring of
his obedience to God's revealed mind and will. Hence Noah, that
righteous man, held on his way-his wonderful way-and, having
clean hands, became stronger and stronger.
Abraham also, as we have hinted, found the substance and fulfilment
of this Covenant declaration, during the whole of the hundred years
he lived a life of faith in the land of Canaan. In a very blessed way
the Lord was with him when He communed with him; with him, when
he went forth with his three hundred and eighteen trained servants
against a mighty host, when he slew the five kings and recovered" Lot,
and his goods, and the women also, and the people." So is JehovahFather" Son, aud Spirit-with His Gentile elect nnder the Gospel
dispensation, when He leads them forth into conflict with the five great
kings, sin, Satan, the world, death, and the grave, over all of which
He gives them the victory in due time, throngh our Lord J esus'.Christ.
We love to trace the paths of the Lord in these matters; when God
favours us with a little spirituality of mind we find them life and peace;
for" all the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep
His Covenant and His testimonies." So in what the Holy Ghost has
been pleased to record of Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, we have this
declaration of the Covenant concerning them. God constrained
Isaac's powerful n.eighbours, Abimelech, Ahnzzath, and Phichol, to
testify in answer to his" Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me,
and. have sent me away from you 1" "And they said, We saw
certainly that the Lord was with thee" (Gen. xxvi. 27, 28).
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The same word was given .to J acob once and again, by the Lord
Himself, in marvellous circumstances, even when he couldU

Claim no merit of his own,

But self-condemned before His throne,
His hopes on Jesus placed."
"Behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither
thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave
thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of." That
w,?rd lighted upon J acob then, and the same word lights to-day
upon the Jacob whom He hath loved.
And the Lord was with J oseph, and made him to prosper in the sight
of Potiphar; and He was no less with him in his affliction, when
undeservedly he fell under Potiphar's displeasure. "The Lord was
with J oseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight
of the keeper of the prison." "The keeper of the prison looked not to
any thing that was under his hand; because the Lord was with him,
and that which he did, the Lord made it to prosper."
God's" Certainly I will be with thee" to Moses at the bush was a
pledge that He would see him safely through all the oppositions, trials,
temptations, and afflictions of the wilderness, and thus fulfil His
promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We perceive something of the
Divine depths of the love, mercy, and grace of J ehovah in that
Covenaut name He proclaimed to lIi[oses; "The God of Abraham,
the God of lsaac, and the God of Jacob . . . this is My name for ever,
and this is My memorial unto all generations" (Ex. ill. 15). He gave
the Church grace in the Son of His love before the world's foundation,
and all His time dealings with her in bringing her out of the guilt, ruin,
and helplessness of the Fall, safely through the wilderness, are a fulfilment of the Yea and Amen promise of life which He, Who cannot lie,
promised before the world began.
. Well may the people of God stand astouished at this stupendous
. grace, and say, " Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy Name
give glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's sake." Mercy that
brings to us and secures to us a full complete and eternal deliverance
from the wrath of God due to our sins and transgressions, through the
"sufferings, blood shedding, and death of Jesus His own Son; and tmth,
which secures our present and our eternal standing and acceptance, in
the obedience of th.e Son of God incarnate, whereby He made many
righteous.
His being with them in time is founded on their having been with
Him before time, in the purpose which He purposed in Himself (Eph.
i. 9, 11), even when He rejoiced in the habitable parts of the earth and
His delights were with the sons of men. And as in the past, so is He
now; and so will He ever be. "The Lord thy God in the midst of thee
is mighty; He will Sl've, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will
rest.in His love, He will joy over thee with singing."

Birkenhead.

G. A.
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OF CRRIS'f.

By THE LATE REV. J. C. PHILPOT, M.A.
THE Scriptme affords the clearest proof of the triumphant manner in
which the Lord of life and glory went up on high. In Psalm Ixviii.
there is a blessed description of the glorious convoy of angels which
attended Him on His royal progress up to heaven's gates; for as, when
He shall" appear a second time without sin unto salvation," He will
be "revealed from heaven with His mighty angels" (2 'I'hess. i. 7),
and shall come in the glory of His Father, with His angels (Matt. xvi. 27),
so thousands upon thousands of ministering angels attended upon Him
at His triumphant ascension. "The chariots of God are twenty
thousand, even thousands of angels; the Lord is among them as in
Sinai, in the holy place. Thou hast ascended on 'high; Thou hast led
captivity captive; Thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the
rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among them" (Ps.
lxviii. 17, 18). This triumphant ascension of the blessed Lord is also
clearly intimated in Psalm xlvii., "0 clap yom hands, all ye people,
shout unto God with the voice of tl'iumph; for the Lord most high is
terrible: He is a great King over all the earth. God is gone up with a
shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. Sing praises to God, sing
praises: sing praises unto om King, sing praises; for God is the King of
all the earth; sing ye praises with understanding" (Ps. xlvii. 1, 2, 5-7).
Nor are we left without Scriptural intimations even of the blessed Lord's
reception at the very courts of bliss. When He reached the gates of
heaven the celestial courts were, as it were, moved at His approach,
for then was accomplished that memorable transaction recorded in
Ps. xxiv. Aa thus represented to our faith, it was as if the attendant
angels that formed His glorious convoy shouted aloud before Him, as
the heralds of His approach, "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, and
be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors: and the King of glory shall come
in." But from within is made the enquiry," Who is this King of glory ~ "
The answer is given from without by the attendants of His train,
" The Lord, strong and mighty; the Lord, mighty in battle." Then
comes forth the universal chorus, from without and fmm within,
" Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, even lift them up, ye everlasting
doors, and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory ~
The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of glory." We do not say, it might
be rash to assert it, that all this was literally and actually transacted,
for heavenly realities are beyond the range of human conception;
but it is so represented to our faith in the Word of truth; and a.~ such
we receive it in the simplicity of little children.
Nor were good angels the only attendants of His train. Ancient
kings returning home after triumphant wars brought back conquel'ed
enemies as well as congratulating friends. In a similar way the blessed
Lord is represented in Scripture as then manifestly triumphing over
Satan and all·his angels, as if in His glorious ascension, when He " led
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captivity captive," He dragged at His chariot wheels the infernal hosts
of hell, and openly showed them to all the holy angels as vanquished
prisoners. Thus at least the Apostle speaks, "And having spoiled
principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing
over them in it," that is, the cross, or, to adopt the marginal reading,
" in Himself" (Col. ii. 15). The ancient promise was that" the seed of
the woman should bruise the serpent's head." When Satan, bfentering
into Judas, and by instigating the chief priests and the people to
demand that Christ should be crucified, had, as he thought, effectually
succeeded in .qestroying Jesus, he little imagined that this was to be,
by God's eternal design, the very means of accomplishing that prediction. On the cross the Seed of the woman bruised the serpent's
head, the seat of his poison-fangs, as well as of his infernal craft and
cruelty. There Jesus spoiled principalities and powers, and cast them
out of their usurped dominion. But when He a£cended on high He
" led captivity captive" (Ps. \xviii. 18; Eph. iv. 8) ; that is, He led
captive those who had led poor fallen man captive, in the open sight
of all the angelic host, that the elect angels might be eye-witnesses of
the ruin and misery which had fallen on the heads of their apostate
brethren in the defeat of all their schemes against the Holy One of
Israel. It would appear from the testimony of Scripture, that the
holy angels were partially, if not wholly, ignorant of the designs of
God in the mystery of the incarnation till all was fulfilled in the death
and resurrection of Jesus; and even now are waiting for further
developments of the wisdom of God as therein displayed in the present
grace and future glory of the Church of Christ. This was represented
in the Levitical dispensation by the cherubim looking toward the
Mercy-seat of the ark, as Peter explains the figure, " which things toe
angels desire to look into" (1 Peter i. 12); and observe that the Apostle
does not say" desired," bllt that they" desire," that is, still desire, to
look into these heavenly mysteries, to afford them renewed discoveries
of the wisdom and glory of God; for it is not by creation with all its
wonders, nor by providence, in all its displays, that the wisdom of God
is made known to angelic minds, but by redemption. "To the intent
that now lllltO the principalities and powers .in heavenly places might
be known by the Church the mauifold wisdom of God, according to the
eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ J esllS our Lord" (Eph.
iii. 10, 11).
With what surpassing and resplendent glory, then, was the infiuite
wisdom of God displayed to those bright angelic intelligences when, at
the ascension of their Lord and ours, they personally witnessed how,
in that very nature which was" made a little lower than the angels,"
in His state of humiliation He had defeated all the designs of Satan,
vindicated the honour of God, glorified His justice, magnified the law
given by their ministration and made it honourable, revealed the
grace, mercy, and love of the Father in the salvation of millions 0 f
redeemed sinners, and was now returning triumphant into heaven to
reign and rule at the right hand of the Majesty on high.
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WAYMARKS OF "THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
MANY expressions of sympathetic interest have been received by the
writer, both by pen and voice, since the article under the above heading appeared in the May issue of the MAGAZINE. Those who contribute
from month to month to its pages; have thereby been encouraged and
stimulated, and the hope is indulged that the Lord will preserve this
time-honoured magazine so long as He has a spiritually needy and
hungering people to be fed.
It is a means of grace to the writers as well as to the readers-unspeakably so !-for, as constantly as the need arises, they calTY their
empty vessels to the Source of all supply and fulness, and realize how
blessedly true are the Divine words, "For as the rain cometh down
and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the
sower, and bread to the eater: so shall My word be that goeth forth
out of My mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I
sent it." And the God of the increase gives a portion alike to those
who sow and those who reap. Thus the good seed of the Kingdom is
scattered, and the Lord of the harvest alone knows the results.
What a cheering word was that recently sent by a reader of our
MAGAZINE-a lady missionary in China-telling of the help it is, under
God, to her and a fellow missionary, and hoping that our dear EDITOR
might still be spared to feed the flock of God's heritage in its pages.
What a link there is now between us and that far-off Empire, through
these labourers in the great harvest field, with whom we may in spirit
meet round the oile Mercy-seat.
Within the last day or two the writer has received further words of
loving appreciation of the MAGAZINE, from various sources; and the
value the scattered readers put upon the truth as enunciated by the
power of the Holy Spirit in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, cheers the hearts
of those who write, inasmuch as they are thereby assured that their
" labour is not in vain in the Lord."
,
One of those who have written tells how she and her sister while
travelling abroad often find the 'MAGAZINE the one means of grace,
and second only to the Word of God, and how, when they have thoroughly read it, they pass it on to an invalid who evidently delights in
it, and who in her turn passes it on, when finished with, to the Army
and Navy Book Mission, with woo can tell what results. Surely this
were encouragement enough to " labour on," leaving all else with the
Lord Who is the Truth, and to extol Whose glory is the aim of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The following extract from a letter from the Rev. Thomas Houghton,
of Bath, brings great encouragement :" I do not want to increase your correspondence, but I feel impelled.
to write in order to thank you for your useful and informative article in
this month's GOSPEL MAGAZINE, entitled' Waymarlre in the History of
27
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THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.' It is interesting to have a list of the Editors
from the commencement, and also to see that there have been other
times in the history of the MAGAZINE when difficulties confronted the
proprietors. I think, with God's blessing, your article will do good.
There can be no doubt that the MAGAZINE is being used of God to comfort
and edify many of His people, and I have every confidence that the
Lord will so work that its testimony will still go forth to large numbers
of His scattered people."
Another warm-hearted subscriber of many years writes from Blackburn: "I note from the GOSPEL MAGAZINE that dear Mr. Ormiston
is still able and willing to preach in his deeply taught weighty spiritual
manner. It was named to me that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE was in
difficulties. If so I am very sorry to know it. I may possibly be
able to do a little for the fund, if needed."
The following letter from one who contributes to the pages of the
MAGAZINE under the pen-name" J abez," contains additional matter of
interest in the past history of the GOSPEL MAGAZ,INE. He writes :" The article in this month's MAGAZINE caused me many searchings
of heart, and I was led to cry to the Lord, and He directed me quite
'providentially, as I opened the Scriptures, to that word by the prophet
.Toel: 'But the Lord will be the hope [the place of repair, the harbour]
of His people, and the strength of the children of Israel. So shall ye
know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain:
_ . . . J udah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to
generation. For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed:
even I the Lord that dwelleth in Zion' (margin). And I was led .to
turn to some of the former volumes and found the first Editor saying
in his sixth volume (1771): 'We have hitherto invariably aimed to
keep up to our title. Consequently in our periodical publications we
have admitted nothing but what is consistent with the Gospel of the
Grace of God; i.e., good news or glad tidings of the transcendently
rich, free, everlasting love and favour of the holy, blessed and glorious
Trinity, to miserable, hopeless, helpless, desperate sinners of the human
race. Good reason have we to hope our work has not been in vain in
the Lord; but that we may conclude, from His blessing upon our
MAGAZINE, the weak believer hath been strengthened, the tempted succonred, the dejected comforted, the doubting soul encouraged, and the
feeble mind animated to pursue the Christian race, looking to and
leaning upon Jesus, the sinner's faithful friend and precious Saviour,
Who is " the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." Surely, while we
abound U, this age with such swarms of heretical doctrines, which are
subversive of and destructive to the very vitals of practical, experimental Christianity, fully assured are we of the need of such a work
as we are engaged in. By the publication of Gospel truths, we detect
and explode the most pernicious tenets-at the same time, we are
encouraged to go on with our work, from the favourable respect which
Christians of all denominations have manifested to it. And we doubt
not of farther favour and greater encouragement from real Christians,
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whose faith standeth in the Word of truth, and whose hope and joy is
in the Lord Jesus only. Him we desire alone to exalt, and wish to bring
a large revenue of glory to His name. The ground·work and prin·
ciples upon which this valuable publication is founded are, 'The free
everlasting love of God to sinners, which disposes Him to show mercy;
convinces the sinner he wants it; inclines him to take it freely, and
receive it by preciolis faith; and forms in him a vital union with Christ
his mystical head, Who by the Holy co-equal Spirit's almighty operation
applies the whole work of Jesus' great and prec.ious Salvation.' I think
all the foregoing may well apply to present circumstances in connection
with the l\IAGAZINE. At that time it had many valuable friends
and helpers, such as the Rev. John Newton, Mr. J. Ryland, the Rev.
A. M. Toplady, William Mason. Yet from some cause it was discontinued, as yoUI' letter states, until revived by W. Mason in 1774. ·The
June number of the year 1840 is before me with Dr. Doudney's first
address to his readers, from which it appears that when the MAGAZINE
fell into the hands of the Rev. Bagnal Baker, M.A., after the death of
Mr. W. Row .in 1838, it had adopted a second title, , The Church of
England Advocate.' This Dr. Doudney proposed to discontinue,
retaining only the title THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It is a weighty address,
full of sound speech which cannot be condemned. In the course of it
he makes this remark: 'Shall we not, then, whether in the Establishment or out of it, seeing our numbers are comparatively so few, contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints; strengthening each
other's hands, bearing each other's burdens, and so fulfilling the law
of Christ?' OUI' lot is cast in sad evil days, but the Lord J ehovah
is our hope and our refuge."
Surely enough has been said to show how wonderfully the history
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE evidences the preserving care of our God,
and how richly He has blessed its testimony in the past.; and since
His blessing is upon His people, we may not doubt that He has yet
riches of His grace wherewith to bless them so long as they are" hungry
and weary and thirsty in the wilderness." Let us encourage ourselves
in the God of all power in heaven and earth; the God Who has all
resources at His co=and, and Who has still His "great goodness
laid up for them that fear Him; which He has wrought for them that
trust in Him before the sons of men." Thus His adoring children
will prove that the arm of their God is not shortened, nor shall they
lack any of those promised supplies which are" according to His riches
in glory by Christ Jesus."
R.
GOD puts a great deal of honour upon suffering saints. To suffer
for Christ is honourable; God will not put this honour upon every
one, He puts this honour only upon those that are vessels of honour ;
by grace God makes men vessels of silver and vessels of gold, and thcn
casts them into the fire to melt and suffer for His name, and a higher
glory He camlOt put upon them on this side of glory.-Brooks.
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" FOOLS."

" That your faith should not stand in the wisdom
powel' 0/ God."-1 COR. ii. 5.

0/ men, but in the

are five "fools" mentioned in the Word of God whom we
might consider with profit, without attempting to dwell upon the fool
so often mentioned in the Book of Proverbs. Suffice it to say of him
that he is the unregenerate man referred to in Psalm liii, 1. He began
as a fool in the first chapter of the Book of Proverbs (v. 7), and ends
under the same name in chap. xxx. 22, after having been mentioned
more than sixty times in the intervening chapters., His consummate
folly is beyond comprehension, and he is appallingly unattractive.
The five "fools" under consideration may be divided into wise
fools and foolish fools. First, let us refer to Psalm liii. 1, "The fool
hath said in his heart, There is no God." 'We all began there. It
was you, it was I, in our unregenerate days. Albeit we may never
have uttered the words, they are yet the language of the unconverted,
unenlightened heart. We commenced our comse as foolish fools without a thought of God. But the fool became wise, and our folly was
turned to wisdom, in the day of the Lord's power. Suddenly or subtly
the Spirit spoke to us, and we saw that we stood on· sinking sand. Our
foundation gave way and our foot had no hold. Then we were turned
to seek the living God. And none has ever sought that living Lord
in vain, Has He yet sought you, beloved reader 1 When the Spirit
starts to seek, He seeks until He finds. And when the" fool" is led
to seek, his Saviour surely meets him. "Seek ye the Lord while He
may be found," if you have not yet done so. And though yom seeking
may seem long, and your doubts be many and your purple sins number·
less, you may be sure, despite all this, that you are sought by Him.
You may be very sure, for this reason-you did not turn to seek Him
of your own accord. You turned because He turned you. Look at
what you are told about yourself in Phil. i. 6 (margin): "He which
hath begun a good work in you, will finish it." He has begun the work
by calling you to turn. He will finish it by letting you know that you
are turned.
This brings us to our second "fool." "If any man among you
. seemeth to be wise," in his haughty, deliberate, self-opinionated boast
that" there is no God "-" let him become a fool that he may be wise"
(1 Cor. iii. 18). Truly" the natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of G.od, for they are· foolishness unto him; neither can he know
them because they are spiritually discerned." Man is prone in his
folly to receive not the truth of an eternal God, Self-existent, Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Omniscient, in fact, Almighty, able to do all
things according to His sovereign will; alike ruling the universe, and
controlling the smallest trifles in your life and mine. The Spirit alone
can give spiritual eyesight to discern these spiritual things, and show
us the folly of our former wisdom. Or see how it is reversely worded
in Rom. i. 22, " Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools."
THERE

-
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How quickly the experienced enlightened Christian discovers when he
is dealing with a "fool" in spiritual matters. The" fool's" supposed
wisdom betrays his true folly. What gentleness, what infinite patience
we need in leading him. How perpetually we have to plead for grace
so to speak and act as to help and not to hinder him. And how
frequently we feel that we fall, and have to go "to the blood"
again and again to cover our sins of omission and commission; yes,
and to plead once more that these "wise" souls may speedily
" become fools" that they may be truly wise unto salvation.
In our third Scripture, we discover that chastisement is On<! of the
rights of fools. "Fools, because of their transgression and because
of their iniquities, are afflicted" (Ps. cvii. 17). This, read in the
light of Heb. xii. 5-8, shows the fool to be a son. Sin of any kind
iuvariably brings" affliction." Yet he is not cast off because he is a
" fool" and a "transgressor," but is chastened to make him less
foolish. Which of us cannot remember many a lesson of wisdom
learned in the school of sorrow! Do nbt despair, dear Spirit-led child,
because the Lord's hand is heavy upon you in discipline. He has
some wise purpose, at present unseen by you, for taking you through
these lonely by-paths, and you will see the love behind the cloud after
the lesson is learned, if not during the learning.
And it seems to me our fourth" fool" sheds a further brilliancy on
this last one. Jesus Himself said to two who were undoubtedly seeking
and following Him, "Oh, - fools!" (Luke xxiv. 25.) Has not this
word, put just here, often been an unspeakable joy and comfort to
you in your heavenward course? It has to me. They were both His
servants, undeniably His own children, walking in His way, and yet
He called them" fools." What do we expect from" fools"? Very
little indeed! Why? Because we know that they are utterly incapable
of producing anything but foolishness. Ah, there is a lesson! The
Lord knows what" fools" we are in His service, and what manifold
transgression ..nd iniquities sully and spoil us, and He will neither
expect nor require more than we can give. He sees 0UI' willingness
as well as our weakness, and is more merciful than man. Take comfort
from this. He in His infinite compassion and tender mercy reckons
us "fools" all along the line and treats us accordingly. We were
" fools before we sought Him, "fools" in our seeking, "fools"
during OUI' service, and" fools" we shaH be to OUI' very latest breath.
But even a fool can b'e faithful or unfaithful, industrious or lazy. So
can we! Let us see to it that" fools" though we are, we are faithful
to Him and busy in His service. So shall our work please Him and
be worthy of His own" Inasmuch."
Again, mark how the Spirit puts it in Isaiah xxxv. 8, showing the
safety of the" fools" who belong to the Lord. If we are indeed travelling, in " the way of holiness," we are told that" t.he wayfaring men,
though fools, shall not err therein." "For He shall be with them"
(margin). How true of the two" fools" walking to Emmaus. "Jesus
Himself drew near and went with them." He is always" uJith" His
1J

,-.
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own "fools." This ensures their safety in spite of their foolishness,
" afflicted" though they may be.
The fifth" fool" follows on here very naturally. "We are fools for
Christ's sake" (1 Cor. iv. 10). Are we willing, nay anxious, to be counted
" fools" by the world, " for Christ's sake" ~ For it is an honour to be
reckoned a fool in this sense. It often involves shame and dishonour
from man. What of that ~ Are we not willing" for Ohmt's sake" ?
Instinctively the old proverb comes to one's mind, "Fools rush in
where angels fear to tread." This is emphatically true of Christ's
" fools." Angels do not face men and tell them that they are sinners
and need a Saviour. And the world's" fools" do not do it either. But
Christ's" fools," by the grace of God, dare do even that. Man resents
and denies such home thrusts, but" for Christ's sake" we are willing
" fools," and tell him the truth about himself. Thus there are attractive " fools" and unattractive" fools." Solomon's" fool" is painfully
unattractive, yea, absolutely repulsive. But our Lord's "fools"
should be attractive !' fools." May we be s~safe " fools" in His way
of holiness; wise" fools" in His service; and happy" fools" in His
realized presence. "They that be wise shall shine all the brightness
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the
stars for ever and ever" (Dan. xii. 3).
Br·ixton.
ELE;lNOR CONYERS BOWER.
A REFLECTION.
By REV. W. T. TURPIN, !ItA., INCUMBENT OF EMMANUEL CHURCH,
EASTBOURNE.
" I win make an My mountains a way."-ISAIAH xlix. 11.
HERE is a blessed promise for all time. It is one of many others by
which God assured and comforted in rich mercy His poor and afflicted
people in past days. It is peculiarly applicable to this moment, shedding
its own Divine light over the unknown future, and leading the trembling
and timid heart to repose in child·like faith and trustful hope on His
own blessed " I will."
Let us observe the condition in which those to whom the promise
was made were at this time-Israel had beeu for long in captivity
and exile in Babylon, and now the time of their release was at hand.
There is a solemn message to us in their state, they had become,
as it were, too acclimatized to the atmosphere of their captivity, and
were very unlike the exiles of Psalm cxxxvii. Alas, how like Christians
in the present day, so spoiled by the world and its influences, so much
at home in it, instead of being from home in it; so allured by its
pleasures and captivated by its spirit, that it is seldom one hears such
a note as " If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her

. "
cUllrnng.

How gracious then of the Lord at this juncture, in His own peculiar
tenderness, to address'such comfortable words to His ancient people as
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verse 13 records, " Sing, 0 heavens, and be joyful, 0 earth; and break
forth into singing, 0 mountains;. for the Lord hath comforted His
people, and will have mercy upon His afRicted."
The first promise here appealed in a very special way to a people
who were characteristically a nation of shepherds; the figure of a
flock, therefore, would come home very powerfully to them; it is this
which underlies the tender words of verse 10. Surely His loved ones
to-day can rest upon and enjoy the assurance of a like interest and
care, and in the many vicissitudes of their journey home, they may
comfort their hearts with His pledged word that" they shall not hunger
nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for He that
hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall
He guide them."
Shall we not drink in the consolation of such gracious words ~
Shall we not rest in our gracious Shepherd's care ~ He knows how to
lead His flock, He is touched with a feeling of our infirmities, He will
not over-drive, but lead on gently and tenderly to the end. Thus shall
we be preserved from hunger and· thirst as well as from the smiting
influence of heat or sun.
Finally, let us treasure in our souls the precious words of verse 11,
which tells us that He will make all the hindrances and difliculties
in our life to further His purposes; such are, after all, His appointments
or permissions; if not directly sent by Him, they are allowed in His
own perfect ways, and hence He calls them" My Mountains." Ah!
what a light is reflected upon many a dark crisis of our life when looked
at as " My Mountain." There is no intimation that He will remove'
such, but a distinct promise that they shall form a pathway, " I will
make all My Mountains a way." He does not say some, but all; then
let us thank God and take courage.
Then notice-" I will make." Alas, how much we worry about the
unklwwn before us, when we might recline in: peace on His" I will."
We so often perplex ourselves by endeavouring to see the pathway
froln afar, when we might be enjoying the repose of faith. May this
be the happy portion of all who read these words. May our eyes be
steadfastly fixed on the rising sun, so shall we be unmoved by the
hopes or fears of all that is quickly passing away; then we shall be
saved from a life of miserable anxiety to grasp and retain the falling
shadows of the fading light of time, because the bright moruing star,
the harbinger of the day, is absorbing our whole soul's vision"The gloomy uight will soon be past,
The morning will appear;

The harbinger of day at last
Each waiting eye will cheer."
"Thou Bright and Morning Star, Thy light
Will to our joy be seen;
Thou, Lord, wilt meet our longing sight,
Without .. cloud between."
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"0 MY FATHER! "
THE day had been a stormy one, but ere it closed the rain ceased
and a calm prevailed. So I went to see a very dear aged Christian
friend, and we conversed on various subjects; upon the loved ones
gathered Home, upon the present-day apathy as regards spiritual
matters, and upon the marvellous love of God in Christ Jesus, and
we spoke of our dear Lord's hoped-for speedy return to earth.
"We were talking about the ICing,
And our Elder Brother,
As we were used often to speak
One to another.
The Lord standing quietly by,
In the shadows dim,
Smiling perhaps in the dark to hear
Our sweet, • weet talk of Him."
At length my dear old friend looked up, and said, "Do you know
I have been thinking so much lately of His words, '0 My Father! '
My Father! Can you see their force joined with' The Father Himself
loveth you' 1 Also with these two passages I have been linking, 'My
Father and your Father.' "
Since leaving my friend, I have been pondering and praying over
this. subject. I do not know whether I have been led at all into the
same line of thought as hers; probably not, for God teaches each of
~s children differently. But I see something of the intense sweetness
of it all. "0 My Father." The words were wrung from Him in His
agony in Gethsemane. They evidence His strong loving trust and
complete confidence in the wisdom and in the love of His Father's will.
And, dear reader, can we not read between the lines the deep unchanging
love and purpose of the Father towards His Covenanted people; how
" determined to save" He was. What must it have cost the Father's
heart when His beloved Son, in Whom He was well pleased, uttered
the pleading words, " 0 :My Father," in the anguish of His soul for sins
not His own, but as the sinner's Substitute. What must it have cost
the Father's heart when He did not withdraw the cup of woe; when it
was still His will that it should be drunk to the very last dark drop.
The strengthening angel was a tender recognition of the necessity and
of the heart's response to the cry, " 0 My Father." What a blending
of loving submission, infinite trust, and touching pathos in the reminder of the relationship--" 0 j)ily Father "-and what a revelation
of the Father's carrying out the complete salvation of His people. He
spared Abraham, but He " spared not His own Son, hut delivered Him
up for us all."
Then with regard to the second passage which was coupled with it :
" The Father Himself loveth you." We find when reading the conversations of our Saviour with His disciples, constant reference to His
Father. "My Father's business" was the occupation of His life; His
Father's glory the object of His life; His Father's love the mainspring
of all His thoughts. His Father was all in all; the keynote of His
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being. No higher summit of desire or of security and acceptance could
be reached than this, " The Father Himself loveth you." I love you
and the Father Himself loveth you. Why 1 "Because ye have loved
Me, and have believed that I came out from God." Loving Me, you are
loved of My Father. "He that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father,
and I will love him." It is a blessedly blended love and life. The
believer is quickened by the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.
"The Father Himself." There is such a triumphant ring in the
words, as though the climax were indeed gailled by the expression
" The Father Himself." We know in earthly matters what a forceful
expression the word "himself" is. For instance, in expecting a visit
h'om the monarch-" the king himself is coming;" in business-" the
master himself has decided it;" in prize awarding-" the sovereign
himself will give the prizes;" in diagnosing an 'illness--" the doctor
himself said so." The word usually means the very highest authority.
In conversation it is often said, "Oh! I cannot believe it," when
the reply comes which settles the matter completely as to accuracy,
"Well, he told me himself."
And so " the Father Himself loveth you." Dear reader, what more
can He say 1 For what does this assertion embrace 1 How much does
it imply 1 It signifies this: the substitutionary sacrifice of the
Saviour is accepted and acceptable. The safety and salvation ot the
believer are assured. The Father cannot look on sin-it is abomi·
nation to Him-but He looks on you, and Himself loveth you in His
dear Son in Whom He is well pleased. A.ll this is expressed in the
sublime utterance Of the beloved Son.
And I would fain dwell upon the third clause of Scripture which my
deal' old friend linked with the preceding two. "My Father and YOUI'
Father." This was the Resurrection gI·eeting. Oh! the sweetness
of it! Does it not speak to thy heart, my reader 1 Does it not sound
as a melodious chime from the other side, and tell of thy reception there ~
Still His, and more clos1lly than ever bound to Him, in Him, and with
Him. His Father and thy Father! In the last book of the Holy
Scriptures we' read, "God Himself shall be with them, aIi'd be their
God;" "I will be his God, and He shall be My son." Thus in the
eternal glory the blood·washed sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty
walk in th ~ light and see His face and bear His lll1me.
" My Father and your Father." There is such a tenderness, such a
comforting reassuring tone in the expression. My Father; but fear
not, He is your Father. "As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved
you." The love is extended, is reaching you just in the same way.
We have our times of anguish; not W,e His in Gethsemane, for His
was borne not for Himself but for the accumulated sins of all believers.
We bear ours conscious of our own guilt and unworthiness. The inesti·
mable gift of salvation is obtained for us by grace, and so we venture
to plead " 0 my Father" ill ChJ'ist Jesus.
" The Father Himself loveth you." What seasons of joy beyond
all expression those are when we sit down under His shadow, the great
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delight of the Father's love communicated to us by the Spirit of all
grace in Christ Jesus. We too shall triumph with the glorified Son
of His love when with Him we shall hear His rapturous unfolding and
enfolding" My Father and your Father" up there!
"Dearly wc are bought, for God
Bought us with His own heart's blood;
Boundless depths of love Divine;
J eBUS, what a love was Thine! "

"0 My Father; " " Himself loveth you;" "My Father and your
Father.
NETTlE.
•
Jl

LORD JESUS! I BELONG TO THEE.
" 0 Lord, truly I am Thy servant; I am Thy seJ'vant."-Ps. cxvi. 16.
" I am Thine."-Ps. cxix. 94.
" LORD, from the depths to Thee I cry,
To Thee I lift my tear-filled eye;
My Saviour! let me feel Thee nigh;
Lord Jesus! I belong to Thee.

..

" No home have I in this wild waste,
0'er which with trembling steps I haste,
The joys at Thy right hand to taste.
Lord Jesus! I helong to Thee.
" Yes, wholly Thine; for Thou hast paid
The claims which Justice on me made;
To huy my life, Thine low was laid.
Lord Jesus! I helong to Thee..
"Oh, then, be Thou each hour my guide ~
Ne'er let my faithless footsteps slide;
But keep me by Thy wounded side.
Lord Jesus! I belong to Thee.
"In dark temptation's trial-hour,
Wlien Satan bends his utmost power.
My Saviour! be my refuge-tower.
Lord Jesus! I belong to Thee.
" And if in grief tears fast should fall,
And gathering woes the soul appal,
l\lay this sweet thought full peace recall :
. Lord Jesus! I belong to Thee.

,

" And should at length life's pulses fail,
And weary feet tread death's dim vale"
Breathe to my heart Thine oft-told tale,
And whisper, 'I BELONG TQ THEE.' "

"

,

J. D

.

t,
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THE FIRST RECORDED SACRIFICE.
GENESIS iv. 3-5.
(From" The Protoplast.")
{Cantinued from page 374).

WE have already glanced at Aaron in the first character, while
speaking of his dress, but let US look at him again, with particular
regard to his sacrifices. It is said, in the third verse, "Thus shall
Aaron come into the hofy place, with a young bullock for a sin-offering,
and a ram for a burnt-offering." Now, observe well, these were for
himself. He was also to take two kids of the goats as a sin-offering
.~r the congregation of Israel, and one ram for their burnt-offering.
These were to be set aside for after use. Then it is said, "Aaran
shall bring the bullock of the sin-offering, which is for himself, and
shall make an atonement for himself, and for his house, and shall
kill the bullock of the sin-offering which is for himself: and he shall
take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the
Lord, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it
1JYlthi" the veil," etc., etc. "And he shall take of the blood of the
bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy-seat eastward;
and before the mercy-seat shall he sprinkle of the blood with his finger
seven times." Thus far he shadows forth most beautifully the highpriest of the New Testament. St. Paul says, "The husbandman
that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits." A sinner, like
unto those to whom he ministers, the servant of God must first know,
receive, and plead the sacrifice of Christ for his own iniquities; and go
jnto God's holy place, with the blood of sprinkling, for his personal
acceptance. The cloud of the incense must cover the mercy-seat
that is upon the testimony, when he approacheth near to worship,
that he die not. But why, it may be asked, are there two sacrifices
spoken of, the sin-offering, and the burnt-offering ~ Because of that
very imperfection of types which I have mentioned. The sin-offering
represents Christ, in His lowliness and humiliation, pressed J,own
beneath the weight of imputed guilt, crushed under the outpoured
wrath of God; it shows Him to us as He was in that hour of darkness
when He cried, "Eloi, Eloi, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" The
burnt-offering, on the other hand, typifies Him as accepted and approved
of His Father, having accomplished His work, and fulfilled His mission;
it shows Him to ns as standing amongst angels at the portals of heaven,
saying, " Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting
doors; that the King of Glory may enter in." Remember that fire
is the sign of acceptance, or answer from God, in all sacrificial service.
Thus the individual offerings of Abraham, Manoah, and David, were
consumed by supernatural fire; thus, at the dedication of the Tabernacle by Moses, and of the Temple by Solomon, the sacrifices were
acknowledged by the same sign. And thus in the great trial on Mount
Carmel, the prophets of Baal, and Elijah, the prophet of God.
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respectively laid their sacrifices on the altars, and waited for the
answer of fire.
Turning again to Leviticus, let us look at Aaron entering a second
time within the veil, in a very different character. Look at the
fifteenth verse of the sixteenth chapter. "Then shall he kill the goat
of the sin-offering, that is for the people, and bring his blood within
the veil, and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the bullock,
and sprinkle it upon the mercy-seat, and before the mercy-seat,"
etc., etc; This time there is no mention of Aal'On's sin; he maketh
atonement for the people only; he standeth before Israel, shadowing
forth the person of the Son of God, Who was holy, harmless, undefiled,
separate from sinners, and needed not to offer for Himself, and in His
own name, a sacrifice to God. After having taken the blood into the
Holy of holies, Aaron was to bring the live goat forward. Here again,
we have this doubling type. That the mystery of the putting away of
sin might be fully known, God appointed this symbolic representation
of that blessed mystery. See verses 21, 22, " Aaron shall lay both his
hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the
iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all
th~ir sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness: and the goat shall
bear upon him all their iuiquities unto a land not inhabited: and he
shall let go the goat in the wilderness."
How beautiful is the image! First, we have set before us t,he
imputation of elect Ismel's sin to Christ, the guiltless One.
God covenanted to lay to the account of Jesus all the iuiq uities of
His many people, to make Him responsible for them, and to deal
with Him as if they were really His. Sec how this truth of suretyship,
shadowed in the type before us, is more distinctly revealed in the
language of Prophecy ana of Gospel. Mark Isaiah's glorious testimony: "The Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquities of us all." "For
the transgJ:essiou of lVly people was He stricken." "By His knowledge
shall :My righteous servant justify many, for He shall bear their
iniquities." "He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bare
the sin of many."
David saith. speaking in the person of Christ, "Mine iniqnities
have taken hold upon me; they are more than the hairs of mine head."
Now hear the Apostle of the Gentiles: "Christ was once offered
to bear the sins of many." Again. in that wondrous text, "He hath
made Him sin for us, Who knew no sin." Hear also Peter: "Who
His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree." Can we
not understand why Aaron put all the iniquities of the congregation
on the head of the scape·goat 1 How sweet is the expression. "All
the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions,
in all'their sins." Who. can realize the number of sins which were
made to meet on Christ! Just think, Christian, of the sins of one
hcur in thy life; canst thou count them 1 And yet Jesus bore the
transgressions, not of one saved. soul, nor of one generation, but of
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that great multitude, which is to be gathered around the throne of
God when time shall be no more.
The goat was to be sent away into an uninhabited land; it could
never return or find its way back to the camp of Israel: with its
burden of sin, it was to be seen and heard of no more. Herein is
manifested the annihilation of sin by Ohrist.
The sins imputed to Him are as completely removed from His Ohurch,
as if they had never been. It is an impossibility that one of the transgressions placed to His account should ever re-appear to the condemnation of the sinner. The voice of prophecy is explicit on this point.
David says, "Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of Thy people, Thou
hast covered all their sin." 'Hezekiah saith, in his song of praise,
" Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back." Both these expressions signify God's determination never to bring into judgment the
iniqliities of Israel; they are to Him as non-existent. Thus it is said
in Isaiah, "I am He that blotteth out thy transgressions/' "and
will not remember thy sins." Again," Thine iniquity is taken away,
thy sin is purged." Jeremiah" also represents the Lord as saying, "I
will remember their sin no more."
Daniel's language on the same subject is wonderfully beautiful.
Looking forward to Messiah's coming, he says, "Seventy weeks are
determined upon Thy people," etc., "to finish the transgression, and
to make an end of sins." Micah has the same view of this mystery;
when addressing God, he exclaims, "Thou hast cast all their sins
into the depths of 'the sea."
Gospel-witnesses use similar language. John Baptist, standing as
it were between two dispensations, the last prophet, the first minister
of Ohrist, pointed to the Lamb of God, Who should " take away the
sin of the world." Paul says, "Once in the end of the world hath
He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." John, the
beloved disciple, says, " He was manifested to take away our sins."
I might quote other texts, but surely these are enough to show the
glorious substance typified by the sending away of the live goat into
the wilderness. Types are weak things to set forth all Christ's glory.
What single symbol could represent Him Who is at once, Priest and
Sacrifice, Sin-offering and Burnt-offering, Transgression-bearer and
Law-fulfiller! God multiplied emblems, that the believing Hebrews"
might attain unto different views of the person and work of the Messiah_
With all the light of the New Testament dispensation, we are slow
to read the fll.ll signification of the Mosaic types. Take this very sign
of the scape-goat. I would ask thee, hast thou learned the lesson that
thy sins have been so carried away by the Lamb of God, that they
can never be laid to thy charge? Are they gone into a land of forgetfulness where no man dwelleth? When thine accusers meet thee
at the bar of God's tribunal, shall they find nothing to say against
thee? Shall no man condemn thee then? Wilt thou stand there
knowing thy guiltiness, and yet hear God acquit thee? Will the sinhating Jehovah look at the record of evil, and find not one single
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transgression put to thine account? Thou canst not realize this, thou
canst not yet fully feel that those sins whose remembrance is grievous
unto thee, and "whose burden is intolerable," are so completely
blotted out by God, that they shall never rise up against thee in
judgment. The 1/Iost thou canst say, perhaps, is something like the
language of that precious hymn"My faith would lay her hand
On that dear head of 'fhine ;
While like a penitent I stand,
And there confess my sin.
"My soul looks back to see
The burdens Thou didst bear,
While hanging on th' accursed tree,
And hopes her guilt was there."

But if thine heart is discouraged, God is faithful; He has pledged
Himself by type, by prophecy, and by Gospel, never to mention to
thee thine iniquities in judgment; never to upbraid thee with them
in the day of account; and He will not, He cannot deny Himself.
The transactions of the Day of Atonement ended by Aaron's laying
aside his typical representation of Christ, the sinless High-priest,
and assuming again the character of the New Testament miuister of
lighteousness. In the twenty-fourth verse of the sixteenth of Leviticus, we read, "He shall come forth, and offer his burnt-offering,
and the burnt-offering of the people, and make an atonement {or
himself, and for the people."
We have already dwelt upon the meaning conveyed by these beautiful
shadows. 'fhe coming forth from the holy place, the putting off the
linen garments, the putting on the ordinary dress, the sacrificing for
personal sin, and for the transgressions of all Israel, are beautifully
significant of realities in the life of every servant of God; we have
looked at them particularly in a former paper. There is one point,
however, in the allegory, which I have yet to notice. Aaron was to
burn the fat of the sin-offering upon the altar, but the bocly of the
slain beast was to be carried without .the camp (see verse 27).
The distinctive difference between the burnt-offel'ing and the sin(JffeTing consisted in this, that while the one was, with the exception
of the skin, to be wholly consumed, only the fat of the other was to
be burnt upon the altar, and the rest of the animal destroyed outside
the camp. How touching is this emblematic representation of the
things which befell the Lamb of God: of the external circumstances
of degradation and ignominy, which marked the closing scene in the
history of Jesus! When the mystery of God was "finished," and
the pure, spotless, human soul of Chlist, yielded as a sin-offering,
passed into the presence of God aaJepted; when the hallelujah of
angels arose with the song of disembodied spirits, telling forth the
glory of Him Who appeared among them; when the Father proclaimed Himself content with the work of. His beloved Son, wellpleased for His righteousness' sake; acknowledged His justice satisfied,
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His law magnified, His attributes glorified; during that period of
celestial triumph, which intervened between the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, what things were happening upon earth unto the
body of the dead 1
Think of it, first, as hanging like an accursed thing upon the cross,
between the two thieves, mangled by the brutal soldier's spear; then
besought of Pilate, by J oseph of Arimathea, as the greatest favour,
that he might give it decent burial, just as now the body of an executed
man is entreated for by his friends. Behold it laid, by two loving
disciples, within its sepulchre, without the city walls, in dishonour,
and in darkness, watered only by the tears of those two heart-mourners;
and say if the type be not fulfilled: "The bullock the sin-offering,
and tbe goat the sin-offering, whose blood was brought in to make
'atonement in the holy place, shall one carry forth without the camp;
and they shall burn in the fire their skins, and their flesh, and their
dung."
Yes, as it was propp.esied of J esns, "He made His gmve with the
wicked." It is to the'believer only, that the very grave-clothes of his
Master smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia; it is in his remembrance
alone, that the dust of the Redeemer lay "in a garden, in a new
sepulchre, 'wherein was never man yet laid."
St. Paul most sweetly refers both to the Hebrew type, and its
spiritual substance; he says, " The bodies of those beasts, whose blood
is brought into the sanctuary by the high·priest for sin, are burned
without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the
people with His own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go
forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach."
To understand what his fellowship with Christ meaneth, we must
.remember that the chara£ter of Jesus was never cleared in the eyes of the
.world.

There were few who stood around His cross with the centurion,
when the temple veil was rent. Even, after His resurrection, when
He was declared to be the Son of God with power, God showed Him
not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God.
There was no public justification of Christ, no vindication of His
aspersed name, no proclamation of His innocence. The great mass of
the people believed Him guilty; in their sight He died a malefactor's
death, under the imputation of the deepest crime. In typical language,
they only saw the body of the slain victim carried without the camp.
In this matter the servant is to be made like unto his Lord. I
have often said, this is not the time for the manifestation of .the sons of
God. The believer must wait for it, as his Master does; he is to share
the public triwmph of the King of the Jews. It frequently happens
that the child of God is subject to misrepresentation; his character
becomes clouded, he cannot justify himself in the eyes of men, circumstances. oblige him to lie under the stigma. His heart frets against
this state of things; he does not seek it, it comes· upon him; he
would gladly avoid the appearance of evil, but he finds himself unable
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to clear his good name before the world. The Apostle encourages
the tried Christian with the recollection of Him Who went before us
in this path.
" Let us go forth to Him without the camp, bearing His reproach,"
that is, not a reproach for being His, but a reproach like His. We are
to walk on calmly, through evil report and good report, and when
Jesus receives His outward vindication, God shall bring forth our
righteousness as the light, our judgment as the noonday.
Let us now turn our attention to the memorial-offerings of the house
of Israel. In presenting these continually uuto God, with recurring
consciousness of sin, this chosen people shadowed forth the true family
of God, who daily and hourly, so long as they remain in this world,
go in unto their Father with the one Sacrifice, Christ Jesus, pleading
His blood alone, for the remission of iniquity. "We will see how the
Spirit teacheth by type, the believer's use of Christ, as the propitiation
for his sin. Take first the Sin-offering of the law. In this, as we
have said, there was an especial reference to the atoning death of
Jesus, to the yielding of His soul to God, under all the dread circumstances of a sinner's punishment, as a satisfaction to Divine justice.
It was to be brought to God under every fresh defilement, by the people,
the priests, the rulers :-for individual, and for congregational sin.
There is, to my mind, an exquisite beauty in this particular of the
type. Every believer can say of his Saviour, "He is the propitiation
for my sin, and not for mine only, but also for the wlwle world." There
is a universality in the application of the atonement of Jesus which is
most precious. The blessing which He has purchased, is a common
saliVation. The little, lisping child, and the aged, experienced saint;
the untaught mechanic, and the learned philosopher; the poor cottager,
and the monarch in his glory; the despised harlot, and the anointed
high-priest of the house of God :-draw near the mercy-seat with the
same sin-offering, and seek to be sprinkled with the same blood. How
sweetly it is written, "If the priest that is anointed, do sin according
to the sin of the people," etc., etc. (Lev. iv. 3). Even the servants of
the sanctuary are truly men of like passions as we are. "Compassed
with infirmity," they fall into transgressions like other men, and
would never dare to raise their eyes to Him, before Whom they stand
ministering, but that the sin-offering is effectual for them. Again," When
a ruler hath sinned" (verse 22), he shall bring his offering. How continually it is the case that one, whose work is to make laws, and enforce
them, falls himself into the deepest crime. As it was with David and
Solomon, so it is now: even against conviction, light, and knowledge,
while in a position of the highest responsibility, and exposed to the
notice of thousands, in spite of all the paramount and especial obligations to public righteousness, the ruler sinneth as another man; he
too needs the sin-offering.
Again. If the whole congregatilYn of Israel sin, etc. There is such
a thing as congregational or church sin, in which a body of men may
be equally involved in guilt; and for this there is the same sin-offering.
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There is but one propitiation for every sinner who would approach to
God, and for every kind of pollution which may be contracted; for,
see again, how the same sacrifice is appointed for sins of ignorance,
and wilful transgressions of the law.
Thus it is distinctly said, in the opening of the fourth of Leviticus,
- " If a soul shall sin through ignorance against any of the commandments of the Lord," etc.; in the thirteenth verse, "If the whole
congregation of Israel sin through ignorance," etc., and so again and
again throughout that chapter, and the following one, the Spirit
makes use of the same, or a kindred expression.
It has been to some minds a difficulty, that God should charge upon
a man unconscious sin, but we shall ever find the goodness and severity
of the Lord, of equal weight, when tried in the balance of the sanctuary.
When we consider the infinite purity of Him with Whom we have to do ;
and think of the many, many ways in which we offend Him, from carelessness, from forgetfulness, from our inability in our fallen condition
to appreciate His character and requirements, we shall bless Him for
referring us to the blood of Christ, for cleansing, even from iniquity
which is done unwittingly. David prays, "Who can tell how oft he
offendeth 1 cleanse Thou me from secret faults." But notice how it is
said (Lev. iv. 28), "If his sin, which he hath sinned, come to his knowledge, then he shall bring his offering." Often in the course of a believer's
experience, he looks back upon some act of former days, which appeared
innocent at the time, and sees it revealed as sin. It may be, that before
God taught him the evil of suretyship, he took upon him the vows of
a baptismal sponsor; it may be, that in the early years of Christian
life, he injured the cause of Christ by injudicious conduct; or, on the
other hand, participated in some worldly amusement which he now
disapproves! He feels that in these or other things, he has contracted
uncleanness, albeit, " he wist it not;" it is pain and grief to him, and
he goes in unto God with the atoning Sacrifice of Jesus, pleading that
for the sake thereof, he may be forgiven.
But in the second verse of the sixth of Leviticus mention is ml;\de
of wilful transgression. "If a soul sin, and commit a trespass against
the Lord, and lie unto his neighbour in that which was delivered him
to keep, or in fellowship, or in a thing taken away in violence, or hath
deceived his neighbour, or hath found that which was lost, and lieth
concerning it, and sweareth falsely, in any of all these that a man doeth,
sinning therein." Sad, indeed, it would be for us, if God had made no
provision for trespasses committed against light and knowledge, for such
sins as Rahab's lie concerning the spies; David's adultery and murder
in the matter of Bathsheba; Solomon's idolatry to please his heathen
wives. "All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven," unto
the man who bringeth unto God the true sin-offering. Often, alas, the
child of God transgresses some known and acknowledged commandment,
yields afresh to a besetting sin, confessed and repented of a thousand
times; again and again he feels his urgent need of an atonement which
may be accepted for his guilt, and he reads in this type with joy, the
appointed remedy for a defiled conscience.
.
28
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Consider, now, three particulars in the sin-offering itself. It was to be
"unthout bkmish."- The blood thereof was to be "poured out," and,
moreover, was to be "sprinkled." Each point has its own deep signification. Without bkmish. In Malachi i. 8, 13, we have God's sharp
rebuke to those who disregarded this distinct law concerning Sacrifice.
" If ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame
and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor, will he be pleased
with thee, or accept thy person? Ye brought that which was torn,
and the lame, and the sick, etc.: should I accept this at your hand ? "
There was not only a moral, but a typical unfitness in this selection
of an imperfect thing to be presented to the Lord. Although the sinoffering was especially designed to represent the Christ of God, as bearing
the burden of imputed guilt, as wounded for transgression, and bruised
for iniquity; His own inherent and personal purity is distinctly marked
and kept in view by the spotlessness of the animal chosen for the
purpose. We see in shadow the same truth which St. Peter brings
before Us when he says, "Ye were redeemed with the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot," which St. Paul
enforces thus, " He hath made Him sin for us, Who knR:W no sin," and
again, " Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot
to God."
It might have seemed to us needless that God should expressly enjoin
the point, that the offering was to be " without blemish." We might
think no man would rest his faith upon an unclean, or imperfect Sacrifice;
that the natural mind alone must comprehend that none but an essentially
righteous one could be the daysman or surety of the guilty. God
knew us better than we know ourselves, and we who live in these latter
days can read a deeper meaning in this particular of the type, than any
of the generations that have passed away. It has been reserved for our
time to give birth to a sect, whose peculiar creed dentes the sinkssness
of the humanity of Jesus. Irving and his followers professed to bring
to God a blemished lamb for a sin-offering. They are in a pecnliar
manner bringing upon themselves. the rebuke of those awful words,
"Cursed be the deceiver, which sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt
thing."
Notice again. The blood of the sin-offering was to be poured out at
the bottom of the altar. In this is represented the Suffi£iency of the
atonement of Jesus. The believer, looking upon the Sacrifice of Christ,
sees th;tt it is infinite; its only limitation is from the purpose of God,
Dot from any want of intrinsic efficacy. The stream of life-blood flowing
from the side of the pierced One, is enough for all sin, however deep,
dark, and dreadful. It avails not for the lost, not because it could not
have cleansed them from their iniquities; nor as some say, because
they -will not accept an offered salvation, but because the atonement
was not designed for their benefit.
The child of God bringing for sin his offering, sees the blood poured out
by the altar, priceless in value, almighty in sufficiency, a river able
to quench -all the wrath of God revealed from heaven against the
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ungodliness and unrighteousness of men; a Jordan able to wash away
the disease of a nation of lepers. He says, " Lord, I lcnow there is no
scarlet sin of my whole life, which has not been blotted out by the blood
of the Lamb, if it was shed for me. ' There is forgiveneBB with Thee,
that Thou mayest be feared.' "
But again. The blood was to be sprinkled. This was emblematical
of the application of Christ's blood to the believer in the circumstances
of his daily life. " Ye are come," says the Apostle Paul, to " the blood
of sprinkling." The child of God is not content with seeing the blood
of the sin-offering of Christ, poured out before the altar, he wants to
come in contaet with it, every hour; he desires it to be upon him, when
he prays, when he praises, when he goes into the world's exchange;
he wishes to see it upon everything he uses, upon his house, upon his
church, his books, his friends. Most precious to him is this sprinkled
blood.
In this manner the believer in all ages fulfilleth the type of the
Israelite bringing a sin-offering to God.
(To be conti",,,,d.)

THE VALUE OF LOWLY SERVICE:
ILLUSTRATED BY THE HISTORY OF THE NETHINUI:.

By THE LATE DR. CECIL YATES BISS.
'.'1 luLd rather be a doorkeeper in the house 0/ my God, than to dwell in
the tents 0/ wickedness."-PSALM !xxxiv. 10.
.
THERE is nothing that more proves the Scriptures t.o be the Inspired
Word of God than the value of what, for the sake of illustration, I
may call their small lessons--the handfuls that may be gleaned by
the careful mind, even after the great harvest of Truth has been reaped.
We may often find in unexpected places, in the corners, as it were,
of the great storehouse of Revelation, some bright and suggestive lesson,
whose single value helps us the better to estimate the richneBB of the
treasure of which it forms but a small part. .An unattractive text,
or one of difficult meaning, a chapter of names or dates, an incident
apparently but of slight importance, an undesigned coincidence, which
might escape all but the careful reader, may suddenly yield to a studious
and prayerful mind some lesson of the deepest import. Happy is he
who learns to read his Bible thus: in the gleam of such hitherto undiscovered gold he cannot but discern the evidence of the richness
of the mine in which he is digging; and such earnest searching as this
is what God desires for His children. " If thou criest after knowledge;
and liftest up thy voice for understanding; if thou seekest her as
silver, and searchest [' diggest'] for her as for hid treasures; then
shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of
God" (Prov. n. 3-5).
Now, the importance of what have been called" the small lessons of
Scripture," is often found in connection with little things. But, in
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seeking to form such an estimate, we must ever be ·alive to the danger
we are in of undervaluing as little that which is really great. Seven
small loaves were but a little matter in themselves; yet, in the hands
of Infinite Wisdom and Power, they fed four thousand persons, and
left seven baskets of fragments--one basketful for each loaf-truly a
wondrous result! (Mark viii. 1-9.) We must be watchful, therefore,
in reading of persons, or incidents, or other circumstances which may
seem of minor value, not to overlook their possible interest and importance. The little lad (John vi. 9), who had with him five barley
loaves and two small fishes, might have seemed to be the least important
person present on that occasion; but, in the order of God's providence,
he was an essential link with the mighty miracle that followed. It
has been truly said that" the smaller the gift, or the service, in certain
circumstances, the greater the evidence of love; and that to fetch the
ass for Jesus was a truer test of love than to drive furiously like J ehu."
The tears that the woman wept over the Lord's feet were a greater
evidence of love than the feast that Simon, the Pharisee, spread for
Him (Luke vii. 36-50). The sweet, or solemn, lesson of a life, may be
contained in a brief sentence: "Demetrius hath good report of all
men, and of the truth itself" (3 John, 12)-" Diotrephes, who loveth to
have the pre-eminence among them, receiveth US not" (3 John, 9).
May we cultivate the spiritual mind that will gather the full profit
of all we find in the exhaustless Word of God.
This line of thought as to the value-a value often greater than
may appear at first sight-of little things, and also as to the interest
of some of the apparently less important portions of the Word of God,
may be well illustrated by the history of the Nethiuim, which it is
proposed now to trace through Scripture. A reader who has not
pursued this study for himself, may be astonished to find how much
is recorded concerning it, and how great an interest and value it yields.
There is nothing strange in this when we remember that the Scripture
i.tself hath said, "Whatsoever things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4), noticing, while our minds
rest upon this text, that the word translated" comfort" really includes
a larger meaning, and would be better rendered "encouragement" ;
seeing that, while" encouragement" includes" comfort," it introduces
also the thought of "a positive and enlivening appeal" to our hearts•
.Such a subject, then, is calculated to stimulate, as well as to comfort;
to present a model for imitation, and a spur to holy emulation, as well
as to' suggest lessons that cheer and strengthen the heart.
The Nethinim were a body of persons who were, at an early period
in the history of Israel, given to the Levites to assist them in performing certain of the lower offices of the sanctuary of God. This accounts
for their name, which is derived from a Hebrew root-" Nathan "which means" to give." The earliest record upon the subject is found
in Numbers xxxi.-which contains the history of how the captives
and spoil of Midian were disposed of-where we read, in the 47th verse,
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that " Moses took one portion of fifty, both of man and of beast, and
gave them unto the Levites, which kept the charge of the tabernacle
of the Lord; as the Lord commanded Moses." From this history,
however, we might suppose that the Midianites became merely the
private slaves of the Levites; but it would appear from the next
incident of the same kind recorded-that in Joshua ix. 27, where the
Gibeonites were spared in consequence of the league into which they
had entrapped Joshua-that they became bondmen, " hewers of wood
and drawers of water for the congregation, and for the altar of the
Lord, even unto this day." Tracing the history forward, we next
find, in 1 Kings ix. 21, that upon all the remnant of the Canaanites
who remained in the land, but who were not amalgamated with the
children of Israel, "Solomon did levy a tribute of bondservice unto this
day"; and it would appear from Ezra n. 55-58, that these" children
of Solomon's servants" were associated with" all the Nethinim," to
the number of three hundred and ninety-two, who returned with Ezra
from the Captivity. We find further, in Ezra viii. 20, that" the
Nethinim, whom David and the princes had appointed for the service
of the Levites, two hundred and twenty Nethinim: all of them were
expressed by name," were included in the multitude who were gathered
by Ezra for fasting and prayer, " to seek of God a right way" of return
from the Captivity at Babylon.
From these Scriptures it would appear that the Nethinim were a
body of persons formed originally out of the Canaanites and other
subject nations, who were given to the Levites to assist them in performing some of the minor offices connected with the service of Godthe hewing of wood, the drawing of water, etc.; but who, in course of
time, became identified in sympathy and interest with the nation of
Israel, and the service of the sanctuary, so that, at last, they came to be
recognized as forming a part of the national fabric, and were even
allowed to take a share in the services of the sanctuary, as ·though they
had become identified with the Levites whose servants they were at
first. Thus we find, in 1 Obron. ix. 2, that amongst" the first inhabitants that dwelt in their possessions in their cities, were the priests,
Levites, and the NETHINIM "; and, in Ezra n. 70, we are told that
" the priests, and the Levites, and some of the people, arid the singers,
and the porters, and the NETHINIM, dwelt in their cities," having been
restored after the Captivity. Again, amongst the laws and regulations
made by Ezra after the return of the Captivity from Babylon, it was
decreed, under the authority of Artaxerxes (Ezra vii. 24), "that
touching any of the priests and Levites, singers, porters, NETHINIM,
or ministers of this house of God, it shall not be lawful to impose toll,
tribute, or custom, upon them." Also, in the settlement of the land
under Nehemiah (see Neh. xi. 21), they appear to have been appointed
a definite district of Jerusalem for their home, where they dwelt as
an organized body with recognized leaders: "But the Netbinim
dwelt in Ophel: and Ziha and Gispa were over the Nethinim." We
see, therefore, that by this time the Nethinim formed a definite body
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of persons, who were looked upon as a part of the nation, and as fulfilling recognized functions in connection with the service of God.
Two other points of interest must be noted. If we turn again to
Ezra ii. 43-54, we find that a very large number of the Nethinim
returned from the Captivity-three hundred and ninety-two (verse 58) ;
whereas of the Levites only seventy-four returned (verse 40). Now, as
we find, in verse 36, that nine hundred and seventy-three was the
number of the priests who returned, the disproportion between the
number of the priests and the Levites, and, also, it may be observed,
of the Nethinim, is very striking. Clearly there must have been some
reason for it. What this reason could have been may, perhaps, be
inferred from Ezekiel xliv. 9-16, a section which shows that the Levites
had sunk to a very low level in their apprehensions of the honour of
the service of God and His sanctuary, and had even become worshippers
of idols; from which it is not, perhaps, unreasonable to suppose that
they had settled down in the land of their captivity, formed allianc.es
with the heathen, and so lost their national aspirations and habits as
to be unwilling to return, except as regards the remnant already mentioned. It is not a little remarkable that the Nethinim seem to have
been so much more willing to return than the Levites themselves were;
and it may well have been that the Netbinim were allowed a larger
share of tlie Levitical functions after the Captivity than they had
previously exercised.
And there is yet one more passage-and this, indeed, concludes the
history-which indicates that what has been said is probably correct,
where the Nethinim (Neh. x. 28, 29), in conjunction with all the rest
Of the people who" had separated themselves from the people of the
lands unto the law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters,
everyone having knowledge, and having understandinl(, clave to their
brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oath, to
walk in God's law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and
to observe and to do all the commandments of the Lord our Lord, and
His judgments and His statutes." This clearly shows that the Netbinim
now had become, in sentiment and sympathy, thoroughly identified
with Israel, and that their service in connection witb tbe sanctuary·
of God, which was at first bond-service, and must, therefore, have been
distasteful and bitter to their souls, had gradually become a service
loved and honoured; so that their zeal for God, His covenant, His laws,
and His service, was as marked as that of any other class in Israel,
·not. excepting even the priests themselves.
The lesson is a beautiful one. In the history of the Nethinim we
see alienation gradually merged into association; hate softened into
love; bitterness into sympathy; bondage into free and willing
·service; a people who had lived without God and without hope in
the world, "aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and· strangers
from the covenants of promise" (Eph. ii. 12), brought to know and fear
Him; to enter into new relations of blessing with Him; and to share
the promises of salvation which His Covenant conferred. Th<l Nethinim
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are a picture, therefore, of all those who, though at first alienated ·from
God by sin, are brought by His grace to know, and love, and ~!live Him;
and to find in His sl)rvice the freedom and joy of their souls, in time and
in eternity.
Many thoughts of rich interest and blessing readily suggest themselves to the mind in the contemplation of such a subject as this.
In many respects the history of the Nethinim is an apt illustration
of precious spiritual principles. Let us look, for example, at how it
enforces the great truths :I. THAT NONE OF us HAS ANY INDEPENDENT RIGHT TO ENTER INTO,
OR CARRY OUT, THE SERVICE OF GOD. That any believer is ever
permitted to engage in it is a free gift of the grace which has been
abundantly poured forth upon us in Christ, according to Ephesians i.
6, where the words, "His grace wherein He hath made us accepted
in the Beloved," would be better rendered, and their glorious meaning
more adequately expressed, by translating the passage, "the grace
which He freely brought to bear upon us in the Beloved One."
Grace, then-the same grace that bestows upon us salvation and all
the blessings connected with it-gives us also, as one of these blessings,
the privilege of serving God. We are taught in the 6th chapter of
Romans, that, because grace reigns over us unto eternal life, we are
made free from the yoke of sin, and are become" servants to God."
" But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which WaS delivered you.
Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness." The Nethinim could, surely, never forget the history of their
order. The honour and blessing conferred upon them in that they
were permitted to assist in the service of God in His sanctuary, was
never to obliterate from their minds the remembrance of their origin
-that as Canaanites, an accursed nation, aliens from God, and enemies
to God, they had been called to His service. This would check every
rising thought of presumption or pride. They could never think their
service too lowly, nor proudly aspire to greater things, if they remembered the hole of the pit from which they were digged (Isa. li. 1); and
realized that grace, and grace only, saving them from destruction,
had permitted them to have any share in the service of God.
Well would it be for all of us if we remembered that the same is
true of ourselves also. If God has permitted us to serve Him, it is not
because He needs our service. If He has committed to any of us a
service that is more prominent, or apparently more honourable, than
that given to others, it is of grace alone, and not the result of any native
worthiness on our part. If our service is lowly, it is lowly because
He has been pleased to appoint that it should be so: if it is prominent,
and more noticeable amongst men, this is only because He has
sovereignly appointed that it should be thus. It has been truly, though
quaintly, said, that, were God to send, two angels from heaven to serve
Him in this earth, the one by ruling .a kingdom, and the other by
sweeping a crossing, t~e service of the one, we may be sure, would be
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as efficiently and willingly perfol'med as that of the other. We cannot
conceive that emulation or pride would hinder their pure hearts, or
wminish in either the gratitude which both would feel in being per·
mitted to do the will of that God Whom they love with all their heart,
and soul, and strength, and mind; while both would be equally
grateful for the privilege accorded them of serving their Lord.
Let us realize, then, that though it is our common privilege as children
of God, as those who are bought with a price, even the precious Blood
of His own Son, to yield ourselves to Him, and to His service, it is His
prerogative, as our Heavenly Master, to appoint to each such a service
as He pleases; to send us whithersoever He will into His vineyard;
and to wrect us to whatsoever part of its toil that He wills we should do.
But let us realize also, that as we have no right to expect to be employed
in the work at all, so neither have we any right to choose what part of
it we will fulfil; that as we are no longer our own, but belong to Him
Who has redeemed us, so "whether we live, we live unto the Lord;
and whether we we, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore,
or we, we are the Lord's" (Rom. xiv. 8); and under the sovereign
authority of that Lord we are appointed to fulfil our service. The
constraint imposed by His absolute and sovereign Lordship-a constraint which would be intolerable between man and man-is a truth
of unspeakable blessing when applied to One Who cannot err, or be
unkind. His will is absolute, but it is best; His choice is sovereign,
but it is wisest; His commission is given altogether independently of
our own wills, but it is gracious and loving beyond compare.
(To be continued).
GIVE A CUP OF WATER.
(MATTHEW x. 42.)
GIVE a cup of water,
With a willing hand,
To some thirsty traveller
In this "barren land" ;
Give a cup with quickness,
Moments quickly fly,
Time for service passes,
Time for rest draws nigh.
Give a cup of water,
Doa kindly deed
In a kindly manner
To some soul in need;
Christ thy King will see it
With His eyes like flame,
He will not forget it,
Blessed be His Name.

\
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Give a cup of water,
Speak a word of cheer
To some weary worker,
Or some sufferer near;
Christ thy King will hear it
'Mid the angel-throngs,
He will not forget it
For the angels' songs.
Give a cup of water,
Flash a smile to-day
To some " old man" feeble,
Or some young" child gay;
Christ thy King will note it
With a smile like light,
He will not forget it
For Heaven's glories bright.
Give a cup of water,
Deal a share of love
To BOme lone heart longing
For the home above;
Christ thy King will know it
(Aa He knows thy hoards),
He will not forget it
When He gives rewards.
Give a cup of water
For His sake and Name
Who for thee once thirsted
On a cross of shame;
In His glorious city,
Where sweet streams are rife,
Thou shalt soon with wonder
Take a crown of life.
IsA.
CONFIRMATION.
" THou, Which hast shewed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken
me again, and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth.
Thou shalt increase my greatneaa, and comfort me on every side,"
was the hope of David still when he was old and grey-headed. And
well might he say "again," calling to mind what had been, and in
confidence of faith that God would be his "Guide even unto death."
And doubtleaa he would look back on that time-as one of the increasing
and comforting times-when he "perceived that the Lord had confirmed him king over Israel" (1 Chron. xiv. 2). The fear of perishing
at the hand of Saul had been an unfulfilled fear; the being hunted
on the mountains, and the long wars with all their attendant distreaaes,
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were things of past experience though of present profit. And so he
C<luld look up with aasured heart in thanksgiving and praise to Him Who
had done so much better for him than at that beginning when He said,
" I have provided Me a king" among the sons of J esse, and Who had
now stablished the word unto His servant, on which he had hoped even
from the gate of hopelessness.
" Then shall we know if we follow on to know the Lord," is one of
the statements of Him Who-that His people might have strong
C<lnsolation--confirmed an already changeless word of blessing with an
oath. And He Who did so for them, now works in them, and they
can testify that He confirmeth to them the word of His Servant Who
speaks, and speaks again, that it is His own voice, His own hand,
His own love which are " toward" them.
Thus it is through the oft·repeated trial of their faith that they
learn to know His name, and put their trust in Him Who faileth not.
It was from shipwreck and the deeps that Paul came up persuaded
that God was able to keep that which he had committed to Him, unto
the end. It was through weakness and fear and trembling that he
became confident that He Who had begun a good work would" perform
it to the day of J esUB Christ." A.nd it spoke years of deep, long, patient
teaching of the Holy Ghost, that a Pharisee of the Pharisees should
say, " I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing."
But "they shall be all taught of God" -taught aa was the poor
Gentile widow, when she summed up her testimony to a work of grace
by saying, " Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that
the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth."
Brought out from the many captivities into which, for His own
praise and for their joy and furtherance of fellowship with Himself,
He leads His children, it becomes the" persuasion of Him that calleth "
that their" Redeemer liveth"--changeless in power, grace, forgiveness, and undertal:ing to bring them again from the depths of need,
or from the ends of the earth to which spiritual declension had sent
them. He" confirms their hope to the end." He blows their faith
at times into such a flame that, with death round them, they can say
with Martha, t I know that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask of
God, God will give it Thee." But though the flame die down, and
love grow cold for a while, the Spirit-given, Spirit·fed persuasion
remains, that " neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
llor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ J esUB our Lord."
.FOLLOWER-ON..

THE best way of meeting one of Satan's temptations is, take. the
Word of Truth to him, and read out in his hearing, again and again,
some text bearing directly on his lie; and, depend upon it, he
will not stay long to listen to that Word which he so intensely
hates.
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l!Jtotutant lIhacon.
THE PRIESTHOOD OF JESUS AND THAT OF fiS PEOPLE.
A...... ADDRESS BY THE LATE REV. CHARLES HARGROVE, AT THE
CLIFTON CONFERENCE, IN 1866.

•

OUR subject is "Priesthood," and it is one of vital importance. We
cannot get on without a priest. Without a priest, we have no sacrifice;
without a sacrifice, no atonement; without atonement, no remission
of sins; and without remission, no acceptance, no salva.tion-in
short, without a priest, we have no pardon, no intercessor, no hope,
But, blessed be God, we have a great High Priest, even Jesus, the Son
of God, Who is passed into the heavens, "made a High Priest for ever
after the order of Melchizedek."
In the priesthood of Melchizedek there are three features to be noted.
He was a priest, he was moreover an abiding priest, that is, he had a
permanent priesthood-" he abideth a priest continually," "a priest
for ever "-and this permanency of his priesthood is much insisted on
in the Epistle to the Hebrews. And in the third place, he was a kinga king-priest, king of righteousness and king of peace. It was in his
priesthood, I believe-not in his person-that he was a type of our
blessed Lord; and I observe in passing what a remarkable similitude
there is between him and Phinehas, in whom we see the priesthood,
the perpetual priesthood, and the peace and righteousness .all associated
(Num. xxv. 11-13; Ps. cvi. 31).
.
The principal work of the priest was threefold. First, to make
atonement by sacrifice (see Leviticus, passim), this the priest alone
could do. Next, to kindle the incense on the golden altar (Exod.
xxx. 7,8; 1 Chron. vi. 49); and in the last place, to bless (Deut. xxi. 5 ;
1 Chron. xxiii. 13).
Now all this showed forth the work of our great High Priest. He
has made atonement for sin. This He did once for ever, "He put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself" (Heb. ix. 26, x. 12-14). This is
past; it is His finished work, and to offer sacrifice for sin now implies
ignorance or denial of the perfectness of His work; and this is the
ground of the pardon and acceptance with God of the most guilty who
will come to Him (Heb. vii. 25). We can now preach peace to the
chief of sinners in the name of Him Who hath made peace through the
blood of His cross.
The next work of the priest was, as we have seen, to burn incense
on the golden altar; and every morning and every evening the blood
of the lamb was offered by the priest on the brazen altar, and the
incense burned on the golden altar, "which were a shadow of good
things to come." This is typical, as I ·believe, of our Lord's intercession-His appearing for us in God's presence, and offering up our
prayer and our praise (see Ps. cxli. 2; Rom. viii. 34; Heb. iv. 14-16,
vh. 25, ix. 24; 1 John ii. 1; and, it may be, Rev. viii. 3, 4). This
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work He is carrying on now; from this all the blessing cometh down
that our souls receive, and this is our resource in temptations, trials,
sorrows. He has atoned, He is interceding-then come boldly to the
throne of grace. Unless you lay hold on this, you will go on your way
doubting and fearing, and this is not to honour God. Faith honours
God, and brings blessing to us-simple faith, not loud professionfaith that draws upon God and is manifested in holy obedience.
The third work of the priest was to bless, and this, in the full sense
of it, is future. He blesses indeed now, but our blessings now are as
the drops before the shower comes down. He is now within the veil
ministering at the golden altar, "whither the forerunner is for us
entered," and His people are looking, or ought to be looking, for His
coming out to bless, and this He will do as the King-priest i-when we
know not, but, to my mind; he must be a dull man who does not see
anything of warning in the signs of the times. So we see the first
great work of His priesthood is past; the second is present, He is now
carrying it on; and the third is future, relating to His coming again,
the times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, and this we
should be expecting with'" our loins girded and our lamps burning,
like unto men that wait for their Lord." This is a blessed state to be
in. There is no more holy state than waiting for the coming of the
Lord; no sin can get dominion over us while we are so, and we are
prepared to meet whatever may come.
And now we consider briefly the Priesthood of His people. As
regards the first part of the priest's work, we have nothing to do with
it, but to receive the blessing. In this sense there is no priest now,
we have no sacrifice to offer, we have no need of one, the one sacrifice
of our great High Priest is all sufficient. The Roman Catholics are
consistent; they maintain that they have a sacrifice, and so they have
priests to offer it, but it is a fearful consistency, holding to a Goddishonouring dogma, ignoring'the perfectness of Christ's work on the
cross. But there is a sense in which all believers are priests, and in
this sense one is not above another; the most honoured minister of
God, and the poor Christian inhabitant of the workhouse, are equally
priests in this sense; each has access to God in the holiest, which was
the privilege of the priest alone. The poorest, weakest believer may
draw nigh to the God of glory through the precious blood. "This
honour have all His saints "-an honour the mightiest monarch upon
earth may not lay claim to. They come and offer their sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving-" the calves of their lips" ; and indeed the whole
life of a Christian should be the life of a priest-of one consecrated to
God, and serving God in his calling whatever it may be. But we must
know Christ's priesthood before we can exercise our own priesthood.
The power is from Him, and that continually (Heb. iv. 14-16); and
so we go on from grace to grace till the day dawn-till He that shall
come will come, the King-priest, in His glory, and we be for ever with
the Lord.
I would in conclusion say one word as to these Conferences. They
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put on us, I think, increased responsibility. We hear from different
lips the truths of God, truths which concern our souls' well-being. May
they be blessed to us, and strengthen us to confess Christ more boldlyto take up our cross and follow Him-to know Him as our great High
Priest, atoning, interceding, and coming again for us-Christ crucified,
Christ risen, and Christ coming in glory-our pardon, our help, and
our hope. To Him be glory for ever and ever!

(ttOftef;lpOnbenre.
"THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
AN APPEAL, FROM ONE OF THE TRUSTEES.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON,The article by your valued contributor" R," entitled" Waymarks
in the History of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE," will, I am sure, have been
read with deep interest by many friends. After such a record and such
experience I think we may be confident with her that" this Godhonoured and time-honoured MAGAZINE shall not be allowed to cease."
He Who has been with its conductors so many years will certainly
continue to be with them, if they remain faithful to Him, but it may
not be out of place to emphasize the truth that God works through
human instrumentality, and that it is possible for Christians to hinder
or advance His work. If all the readers of this MAGAZINE were fully
consecrated to His service, including their time and their money, how
many more people would by Divine grace be influenced by the truths
proclaimed in the MAGAZINE, bringing glory to God and blessing to
our nation!
Your readers will doubtless be glad to hear that at the Annual
Meeting of the Trustees recently held in London we were much en·
couraged at learning that since the beginning of this year the outlook
as regards the circulation of the MAGAZINE had decidedly improved.
Following the warm financial response to the Appeal which appeared
in your issue of December last, I think there is cause for thankfulness
at the prospect, which should stimulate us all to put forth renewed
effort.
At this meeting of the Trustees a suggestion was made that anyone
desirous of receiving the MAGAZINE who is unable to pay the full
subscription should be invited to communicate with the Publisher
with a view to being supplied at a reduced rate, and I was asked to
mention the matter in a letter to you for publication. These applications would be granted, so far as funds permit.
With Christian regard,
I remain, dear Mr. Ormiston,
Yours very sincerely,
F. PERROTT.
26, Farnaby Road, Brornley, Kent.
7 June, 1912.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY. ,_.

...
'

THE Offices of the Society have been removed kom 83, Finsbury
Pavement to St. Paul's Chambers, 19, Ludgate Hill, where friends
Will be cordially welcomed and will find two commodious rooms upon
the first floor. The Committee pray that God's blessing may indeed
rest upon the Institution, in its new City home.
The " Quarterly Record" for July contains a portrait of the late
Mr. J ames Maden Holt, and a sketch of his life, together with an interesting portrait group of the inmates of our Camberwell Home, and a
variety of articles descriptive of the work and basis of the Society.
Copies will be sent post free, upon application.
The new Annual Reports are ready and will be forwarded to friends
desiring a complete record of the operations of the Society during
the- past twelve' months. They are free to subscribers, and eightpence halfpenny to non-subseribers. The Committee are desirous
of increasing the circulation of our literature. Assorted packets will
be sent to any friends who will kindly help in this matter, with the
object of obtaining new Annual Subscribers, espeeially of sums under a
gumea.
By the death of Mr. Edward Densham, J.P., the Institution has
lost a, generous and faithful friend, and the Committee have been
deprived of the services of a colleague of twelve years' standing. IYlr.
Densham was warmly attached to the truths upon which the Soeiety
is based, and his counsel was valued by all. A large and representative assembly gathered around his grave in Coulsdon churchyard,
the Secretary and Mr. George Doudney attending for the Society.
The City Sermon, in St. Bride's Church, Fleet Street, was preached
by the Rev. E. W. Moore, M.A., of Wimbledon, from Isaiah xl. 31.
The service was of the same plain and hearty character as those of
previous years, and the sermon was much appreciated. A good collection was taken. The Society was represented by Messrs. Hayles,
Green, Boulden, Doudney, and the Secretary. The name of the beloved
EDITOR of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, who for so many years was the
preacher, was affectionately mentioned by our friends, and sacred
memories of the late Rev. D. L. J ohnson, last year's preacher, filled
many hearts.
The Annual Election of thirty pensioners to receive £10 lOs. per
annum and of thirty to enter our Homes was held in the Cannon Street
Hotel, last month. Ten of the oldest recipients were also raised to
the £10 10s. pension, without election. There was a large attendance.
Mr. J. B. Collin occupied the Chair, and prayer was offered by the Revs.
F. W. Nugent and W. Sinden.
For seventy-seven years the Camberwell Home has been a peaceful
dwelling for forty-one of the pensioners. The Anniversary has recently
been commemorated. The Rev. J. W. Dance, of Leamington, preached
an excellent Sermon, in the afternoon, in the Chapel, from the first
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clause of the fifth verse of Psalm cx:xi. After Tea, a Meeting was held,
presided over by Mr. Samuel Banfield, of Brighton, and addresses were
given by the Revs. W. I. Hollins, M.A., J. W. Dance, and O. S. Dolbey,
and by Messrs. T. Green, E. Carr, and the Secretary.
The Hornsey Rise Home Anniversary will (D.V.) be held on Friday,
July 5th, at 3.15 p.m. Sermons by the Revs. F. C. Lovely, RA.,
and J. H. Hallett. Tea and Sale of Work, during the intervals.

1Il a~~ t ng is be.nt~.
A MONTHLY RECORD.

are

WE
glad to note that the Committee of the Church Pastoral Aid
Society, having considered the recommendations of the Archbishops'
Committee on Church Finance, have declared that" Being Trustees,
(they) cannot delegate to any other person, or body, any part of their
responsibility in regard to the funds entrusted to them by the members
and subscribers of the Society. If the proposal of the Archbishops'
Committee quoted above intends that a block grant shall be made
to a Diocese, and left to the Diocesan Committee of Maintenance to
administer, under rules, it is impracticable."
,

In reference to the higher Ecclesiastical appointments of the present
Government, our contemporary the English Churchman says: "Of.
the eleven Bishops, two only (Ripon and Sodor and Man), can be considered Evangelical; two (Norwich and Southwark) may be classed as
moderate; and the remaining 'seven are definitely High. The ten
Deans are all Broad or Broad-High. Of the Canons three are advanced
High Churchmen, Scott Hollaud, Denham, and Tyrwhitt; five may
perhaps be classed as High, viz., Alexander, Simpson, Scobell, Southwell, and Bowers; while the remaining six more or less incline to the
Broad School. Mr. Asquith has shown much less consideration for
Evangelicals thau even Mr. Balfour, and in view of the many votes
that ha,ve been given to Liberals by Protestant Unionists at. recent
elections, the result as shown ab~ve is distinctly disappointing:"
We regret to learn that important changes are being made at Clifton
Parish Church uuder the new Vicar (the Rev. H. L. C. de Candole).
Choir stalls have been erected, the chancel has been raised two steps,
and the Communion Table another step. A slight chancel screen is
to be erected, and the organ is to be removed from the west gallery
to the south aisle. A surpliced choir has been introduced, aud the
service from the first Lord's Prayer to the Third Collect is monotoned
or suug.
Sir Edward Clarke, at a recent meeting in London, said that "If
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he were in the House of Commons, he should move the rejection of
the Bishoprics Bill, and use every effort to prevent the creation of
any other Bishopric until they had some security that the Bishops
appointed would carry out the law."
Although the Articles of the Church of England distinctly declare
that" the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by Christ's ordinance
reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worshipped," we learn that the
Vicar of All Saints', Clifton, announces that the clergy of that Church
" are now permitted by the Bishop of the Diocese to carry the Blessed
Sacrament of the Altar to all sick people who desire Communion" !
. At the recent meeting of the General Synod of the Church of Ireland,
the following resolution of unswerving attachment to the Union between
Great Britain and Ireland was passed, with only five dissentients:
",That we, the Bishops, Clergy, and Laity of the Church of Ireland,
solemnly assembled in General Synod, and invoking the guidance and
protection of Almighty God, hereby reaffirm our constant allegiance to
the Throne, and our unswerving attachment to the Legislative Union
now subsisting between Great Britain and Ireland. We make this
declaration at the present crisis not as adherents of a party nor on
behalf of a class, but as a body of Irishmen, representing more than
half a million of Irish people, holding various political opinions, following different callings, and sharing at the same time a common desire
for the honour and welfare of our native land."
"

lieth not in wait for your falls, except it be to take you up.
Nothing of you, nay, not your leaf, can wither. Verily, it is a h.-ing's
life to follow the Lamb; but when you see Him in His own Country at
Home, you will think you never saw Him before.-Ruthe:r/m"d.
GRACE does not follow works: for then grace would be no more
grace. Election is not of him that willeth, or of him that runneth,
but of God Who showeth mercy. For we are saved freely by grace
through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift of God. The
election of grace is of mere love and sovereign favour, and has no
motives to influence it but the good pleasure of the Divine Will. The
objects of it are not the worthy, but the unworthy; not innocent, but
fallen man: sinners-as such, no way qualified or conditioned; the
lost, the helpless, the ungodly,-yea, the chief of sinners, open enemies
and rebels against God. They are not saved by works of righteousness
which they have done or can do, lest any of them should boast: for
boasting is absolutely excluded. Salvation was so contrived, was so
wrought out, and is so applied, that he who glorieth shall have nothing
left him to glory in but the Lord. No flesh can glory in His presence:
for of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to Whom be
glory for ever. Amen.-Ramaine.
CHRIST

