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A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS.
" For though I preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for
necessity is laid ~'pon me,. yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not
the Gospel."-l CORlNTHIANS ix. 16.

UNDER a profound sense of unworthiness, the EDITOR, constrained
at the close of fifty years of humble ministry in the Church of
England, attempts to narrate some account of the leadings and
dealings of the LORD with his soul and service, in the humble hope
that the blessed REDEEMER may be abundantly glorified, and His
dear people edified by a tracing of the way in which His gracious
hand led him in widely different spheres of pastoral service, and
laborious testimony. To the THREE-ONE GOD Himself be all the
glory ascribed by this simple narrative; for it is wholly of His
own providence, and the spiritual fruit brought forth by His grace,
that it has, in any measure, been effectual to His glory.
ince the earliest days of his awakening boyhood, it was impressed upon the child's mind that he might possibly be thereafter
used in the service of GOD, and he even now vividly recalls the
occasion when, at a very tender age, he remarked to his sainted
mother on their returning home from Divine worship: "Mother,
I should like to be a preache'r when I am grown up!" That
beloved parent, together with his Christian father, three gracious
25
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sisters, and a believing brother, have all been called by GOD'S
mercy, and several years ago have entered the heavenly bliss,
and are now safe in the glory-through faith in the precious LAMB.
The writer of these lines alone survives, and by humble faith
to-day is depending on the finished work of CHRIST, upon His
atoning death and glorious resurrection from the dead, His session
at the right hand of the Divine Majesty, and His most certain
"coming again "-together with all His saints who are in daily
expectation of His Second Advent. To this confession of a poor
sinner-called by omnipotent grace into the glorious light of the
Gospel of CHRIST JEsus-awaits the promise of His kingly appearing, in "sure and certain hope." To publish that Gospel, in all
its rich supplies of mercy to poor sinners; and to trace its reception
by the grace of a God-given and effectual faith, is the happy privilege
of the writer of these lines of testimony.
It was while passing through King's College, London, during
the Principalship of the late Rev. Dr. J ELF, that he became
acquainted with the Rev. J. N. DAVIDSON, M.A., who suggested
his t.aking Holy Orders forthwith. The LORD had been pleased
already to employ him extensively in London-open-air preaching
of the Gospel in Hyde Park, Evangelical Services in Hampshire
in connection with the late Lord Henry CHOLMONDELEY'S (afterwards Marquis); Admiral Sir Henry Hope, K.C.B., and at many
other places. The Rev. J. N. DAVIDSON, a personal friend of the
late BISHOP WALDEGRAVE, advised that particular inquiries as
to Mr. Ormiston's spiritual character, and his views, should be
made, in connection with the pastorate (a sole charge) of a parish
in Cumberland, then (by sequestration) in the BISHOP'S appointment.
Archdeacon W. W. PHELPS, M.A., Vicar of Greyfriars, Reading, was
one of the BISHOP'S examining Chaplains, to whom the candidate
was submitted for preliminary examination. This was considered
to be satisfactory, and was so reported, and several interviews
with the BISHOP followed-all pointing to the acceptance of
the candidate at the forthcoming Trinity Sunday Ordination
at Kendal. The si quis was formally read in Church and
published, without challenge, and all necessary papers lodged
with the BISHOP. The Candidates for Orders were summoned to

The Gospel Magazine

387

appear at the Episcopal residence, and preparations for the
examination were kindly and fully explained by BISHOP WALDEGRAVE. Prayer was offered twice daily in the Castle Chapelone of the Candidates, in turn, taking the reading of a portion
of Scripture-and his LORDSHIP following with a deeply profitable
exposition of the Word. These were richly edifying occasions,
and the recollection of them will be thankfully cherished by
those who have been spared to recall them at the present day.
It was a touching memory to the writer, at a later day, to have
been asked by dear Mrs. WALDEGRAVE to write a sketch of the
departed BISHOP'S mode of conducting these sacred services for
the Candidates in the North. It was her affectionate intention
to publish a Memorial of her dear deceased husband. But her
sacred wish was impossible, for her own unlooked-for death, subsequently, closed the door of such truly loving and grateful service
on the part of the writer. But they were indeed most hallowed
occasions, as the dear BISHOP prayerfully intended. The tone
of the sacred associations with Rose Castle at these solemn services
will, please GOD, go down to the grave with the EDITOR of these
lines, should the LORD delay His appearing.
With affectionate Christian regards, Dr. WALDEGRAVE, in a
subsequent interview \vith Mr. ORMISTON, presented him with a
copy of "The Life and a Selection from the Letters of the late
Rev. Henry Venn, M.A." The volume, which lies before the
recipient to-day, bears in the beloved BISHOP'S clear and beautiful
handwriting, on the title-page, the inscription: "Rev. J. Ormiston,
from his Bishop. Rose Castle, May 31, 1863. Ps. xxv. 9." This
sacred gift, along with others presented by Dr. WALDEGRA VE
at different times, is indeed a precious treasure.
It should be added that before leaving Rose Castle for the
Ordination at Kendal Chmch, next day (Trinity Sunday), the
BISHOP and his guests blended their grateful and praiseful devotions
in a hallowed commemoration of their LORD'S death. And then,
in the holy calm of the occasion, the departure of the company
to Carlisle station was commenced, in the LORD'S dear Name;
and after a providential railway journey the venerable city of
Kendal was reached early on Saturday evening, and the guests
were kindly received by various hospitable Christian friends.
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The Day following was indeed one of rich and gracious privilege.
Four services, including the Ordination service, had been arranged
for the Sabbath.
The dear BISHOP preached, with collection for the C.M.S., from
Isaiah Iv. 10, 11, and earnestly pleaded the Evangelical claims
of the Society. An opportunity-the first-was given to one of
the newly-ordained clergy to exercise his sacred calling on that
Sabbath day, namely, at the borough prison-an incident which
was afterwards recalled to his memory by an excavator on the
railway, who had in some way broken the law. Altogether, the
day was one of a richly solemn and delightfully spiritual character
-never, by GOD'S grace, to be forgotten. Early on the following
morning, after breakfast, affectionate farewells were taken of
the good BISHOP by the Clergy, they having received licenses
to their respective cures, in town and country throughout the
Diocese. Several hallowed friendships were then sealed between
brethren, which throughout after-years have borne much precious
fruit. Such brethren agreed to mention one another by mime
in intercessory prayer week by week. The Rev. JOHN VEYSEY,
for many years Rector of Purton, Swindon, is, we believe, together
with the writer, the sole survivor of those who entered this sacred
fellowship. Sacred indeed are to-day those sweet memories!
Dear brethren who have run their appointed race in the holy
cause of CHRIST, have kept the Faith, and have laid at the dear
REDEEMER'S feet the crowns which His precious blood long since
purchased!
One of these devoted brethren travelled with the writer, by rail
and coach, the whole day from Kendal, as his CUTacy lay nearly
twenty miles beyond our parting place-my own future spiritual
sphere! It had ind,eed been a lovely lake-side coach drive, along
the beautiful shores of WINDERMERE that afternoon, with the
charming picture-like town of KESWICK opening out before us,
with its view of SKIDDAW and its extensive misty heights of cloud
and gloom. There, at its feet, lay LAKE BASSENTHWAITE, whose
shore was to be one of the boundaries of his future parish! The
thought of that reality and its future possibilities were as much
as his heart could realize. His dear companion was at this trying
time peculiarly weloome, becanse a brother indeed, who could
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enter deeply into his friend's spiritual exercises. Less than two
hours now from Keswick would, please GOD, see the coming Pastor
at his eventful journey's end. The thought that an unknown
and untried experience awaited the Christian Minister, threw him
upon his all-sufficient GOD and His infinite supplies.. The route
then lay largely through woods-the Wythop Woods-destined
to be connected with the new railway works, whose Chaplaincy
was in the approaching future to become the spiritual oversight
of the young Clergyman, in addition to the charge of the parish of
Wythop. Places which in future years became familiar to him,
through which the coachroad passed, were Crossthwaite, PortiD.scale, and Thornthwaite. At length, a most pleasant and profitable
conversation between the two clergymen brought the hour when
it was needful to separate, which they accordingly did-in a full
hope of speedily renewing fellowship in the name of their LORD.
The lodgings occupied by the Curate were close by-at a farmhouse called ROUTEN-BECK-where the late Curate had formerly
resided, prior to his appointment to the Incumbency of Allonby,
on the sea-coast. The house was inhabited by Mr. John Young,
who held the office of Churchwarden, and had taken much interest
in the affairs of the parish for a considerable time. The old
Chapel was situated a full mile from Mr. Young's residence, and
lay at the top of a Fell-called Sale Fell. The mountain parish
was but very sparsely populated, the few farmsteads (widely
scattered) giving no justification for the nominal existence of
a village. The CHURCHWARDEN and his wife were found to be
plain, honest, estimable people, and training their young family
in habits of professing godliness. There. was, it was found, a
day school for the use of the children of Wythop and the
adjoining parish of Embleton.· There existed a LORD's-day
school, on a very limited scale, kept in a small cottage, and an
afternoon Service was held on the LORD'S day weekly in the
little Chapel, seating about seventy persons!
During the construction of the Keswick railway, it was also part of
the regular duty of the Clergyman in charge to conduct, in a Cockermouth schoolroom, a Navvy Service for the men employed in
the works of the Cockermouth, Keswick, and Penrith Railway
Company, of which Mr. THOMAS HOSKINS, J.P., was then the
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Chairman. This last mentioned extra-parochial duty entailed on
the Pastor the obligation of walking eleven miles every LORD'S
day (out and in), to take the Service, which was attended by some
hundreds of workmen and townspeople. Divine Service was held
in Wythop Chapel, and was well attended. The first sermon was
preached by Mr. ORMISTON on identical1y the same text of Scripture
as on his commencing, or finishing, his ministrations in each
parochial post he has held for the past fifty years, namely,-" And
I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech
or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I
determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified" (1 Cor. ii. 1, 2). This practice he has uniformly
fol1owed, in reliance upon the HOLY GHOST.
Clifton, Bristol,
THE EDITOR.
June 21st, 1913.
(To be continued-God willing.)

SPIRITUAL REYIVAL.
REVIVE Thy work, 0 LORD,
Thy mighty arm make bare;
Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,
And make Thy people hear.
Revive Thy work, 0 LORD,
Disturb this sleep of death;
Quicken the smouldering embers now
By Thine almighty breath.
Revive Thy work, 0 LORD,
Create soul-thirst for Thee;
And hungering for the Bread of Life,
Oh, may our spirits be !
Revive Thy work, 0 LORD,
Exalt Thy precious name;
And, by the HOLY GHOST, our Ion
For Thee and Thine inflame.
Revive Thy work, 0 LORD,
And give refreshing showers;
The glory shall be all Thine own,
The blessing, LORD, be ours!
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THE HAPPY MAN.
"Happy is the man that findeth wisdom."-PRov. iii. 13.
" WISDOM" in the Book of Proverbs is not merely a Divine attribute, but a Divine person. Speaking of Wisdom in the first
chapter, Dr. Owen says: "If these things. express not a person
and that a Divine person, the Scripture gives us no due apprehension of anything whatever. Who is it that pours out the Holy
Spirit ~ Who is it that men sin against in refusing to be obedient ~
Who is it that in their distress they call upon, and seek early in
their trouble ~ The whole Scripture declares to Whom, and to
Whom alone, these things belong, and may -be ascribed." Writing
on the eighth chaptel, the Rev. C. Bridges, in bis work on the
Proverbs, says: "Whether Solomon fully understood his own
words may be a question (1 Pet. i. 10). But receiving the words
as from God; weighing their natural force; comparing them
with Scripture parallels, we doubt not that they describe-not an
attribute, but a person-Eternal-Omnipotent-in the most
endearing relation to man-his Creator, Mediator, Saviour." "We
assume," he says again, "the speaker to be personal, essential
Wisdom." The identification of Wisdom with Christ is in full
harmony with the teaching of the New Testament. As a child
He was "filled with wisdom" and He "increased in wisdom"
(Luke ii. 40, 52). Solomon was wise, but He excelled Solomon in
this respect (Matt. xii. 42). Moreover, He is definitely named
" Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God" (1 Cor. i. 24),
and of Him it is written, "In Whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge" (Col. ii. 3). Thus the words we have
selected for our meditation may be rendered, "Happy is the man
that findeth Christ." And do not the children of God find it to
be so in their own experience ~ True, they have many trials and
affiictions, and yet underneath all these they have settled joy,
peace, and happiness. With Thomas Kelly they can say"Happy they who trust in Jesus,
Sweet their portion is and sure;
When the foe on others seizes,
He will keep His own secure:
Happy people!
Happy, tbough despised and poor."

392

The Gospel Magazme

"Happy art thou, 0 Israel: who is like unto thee, 0 people
saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help, and Who is the sword
of thy excellency!" (Deut. xxxiii. 29.) Many seek for happiness
in the pleasures, riches, and honours of the world. Even the
secular newspaper is protesting against the inordinate love of
pleasure which marks the times in which we live. Truly men are
" lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God" (2 Tim. iii. 4, R.V.).
But true, real, lasting happiness is the portion only of those who
have found Christ. Such are the objects of His eternal love.
They have been bought by His precious blood, and sought and
found by Him as the Shepherd of the flock. He has found them,
and they have found Him. He rejoices over them, and they rejoice
in Him. How, then, can they be otherwise than happy ~ Let
us consider some of the reasons why the man who finds Christ
is a happy man.
First, he is happy, because in finding Christ, he finds a 'JYTecious
Saviour. Of Wisdom it is written, "The merchandise of it is
better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than
fine gold. She is more 'JYTecious than rubies; and all the things
thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her" (Prov. ill.
14, 15). So Christ is incomparably precious to His people. If
gold and silver and precious rubies bring momentary happiness
to their possessors, how much more does Christ give abiding and
permanent happiness to those who find Him, and who are found
of Him! He is the "chief corner stone, elect, precious." Unto
all His believing people" He is precious." They have" obtained
like precious faith" in His "precious blood," and they rejoice
in all the blessings of redemption which He has purchased for
them. Thus He is to them "the chiefest among ten thousand,"
"yea, He is altogether lovely."
Secondly, the man who finds Christ is happy, because, in finding
Him, he finds a life-giving Saviour. The very discovery of Christ
is a proof that Christ has imparted life. It is only the living soul
that seeks for Christ. While still dead in sin we do not seek after
God, we have no desire for Christ and no conscious need of Him.
When, however, He gives unto His sheep eternal life and they
discover Him as the source of their life, then they realize that He
is a life-giving Saviour. Thus what is said of Wisdom is true of
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Christ: "She is a tree of lite to them that lay hold upon her: and
happy is everyone that retaineth her." "Whoso findeth Me
findeth lite and shall obtain favour of the Lord" (Prov. iii. 18;
viii. 35). The man who has found Christ is happy because he
has found One Who has saved him from death and has planted
in his heart that "hope of eternal life, which God That can not
lie promised before the world began."
Thirdly, the man who finds Christ is happy, because, in finding
Him, he finds a wealth-giving Saviour.
The Lord Jesus Christ is "rich unto all that call upon Him."
Through His blood they have "the forgiveness of sins according
to the riches of His grace." They are enabled to trust in "the
living God, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy." According
to His riches in glory He supplies all their need. Thus what is said
of Wisdom is true of Christ. "Riches and honour are with Me ;
yea, durable riches and righteousness" (Prov. viii. 18; iii. 16).
" Let others boast of heaps of gold,
Christ for me ;
His riches never can be told,
Christ for me;
Your gold will waste and wear away,
Your honours perish in a day;
My portion never can decay,
Christ for me-Christ for me."
In some instances spiritual and temporal wealth are conjoined,
both being bestowed by Christ. Thus we read of Abraham, the
father of the faithful, who rejoiced to see Christ's day, that he
was" very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold." But the Lord's
people are all "rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He
hath promised to them that love Him." To those who have
found Christ it is said, " All things are yours."
Fourthly, the man who finds Christ is happy, because, in finding
Him, he finds a peace-giving and a ioy-giving Saviour.
"He is our peace." He" made peace through the blood of
His cross." He imparts peace to all His people. He says, "My
peace I give unto you." Through Him we have "peace with
God." Through Him we have peace of mind, arising from a
sweet sense of our acceptance in Him. Grace, mercy, and peace
flow from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord. He" came
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and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that
were nigh." Of Wisdom it is written, "Her ways are ways of
pleasantness and all her paths are peace" (Prav. iii. 17), and this
is true of Christ, the Wisdom of God. Is He not also a joy-giviug
Saviour 1 His paths are peace and His ways are pleasantness.
His yoke is easy and His burden is light. "Whom having not
seen, ye love; in Whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing,
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." Be it ours to
manifest to the world around us that our Saviour has filled us
with" all joy and peace in believing." "Let all those that seek
Thee rejoice and be glad in Thee; and let such as love Thy salvation
say continually, Let God be magnified" (Ps. lxx. 4).
Note, further, that the man who finds Christ is happy, because,
in finding Him, he finds a protecting Saviour.
Wisdom says, "Whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely,
and shall be quiet from fear of evil" (Prov. i. 33). The Lord
watches over those who listen to His voice. He encamps round
about them and delivers them from their numerous foes. They
dwell in safety because He is their Keeper. They are quiet from
fear of evil, because their hearts are fixed, trusting in the Lord.
It is written of them, "Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely,
and thy foot shall not stumble. When thou liest down, thou shalt
not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be
sweet" (Prov. iii. 23, 24).
"La! your Saviour never slumbers,
Ever watchful is His care;
Though ye can not boast of numbers,
In His strength secure ye are :
Sweet their portion,
Who our Saviour's kindness share.
" As a bird beneath her feathers
Guards the objects of her care,
So the Lord His children gathers,
Spreads His wings and hides them there;
Thus protected,
All their foes they boldly dare."
Finally, the man who finds Christ is happy because he finds
a Saviour Who honours and glorifies His people.
Of Wisdom it is written, "Length of days is in her right hand;
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and in her left hand riches and honour" (Prov. iii. 16). The
Lord's people may not be honoured by the world, but they will
certainly be honoured by Him Who has redeemed them. He will
honour them even in this life. He says, "Them that honour
Me I will honour." This principle is illustrated in the history of
such saints of God as J oseph and Daniel. They honoured the
Lord, and He exalted and honoured them. He gave them favour
in the sight of earthly monarchs, and they were singled out for
earthly honours and privileges. Thus" Godliness is profitable
unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that
which is to come" (1 Tim. iv. 8). But fullness of honour and glory
will be the portion of those who have found Christ when He shall
appear again. Then His people shall "appear with Him in
glory." Then the elect people of God shall" obtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory" (2 Tim. ii. 10). Then
they will hear His gracious words of commendation, "Well done,
good and faithful servant." Then will be fulfilled the promise,
" The wise shall' inherit glory; but shame shall be the promotion
of fools" (Prov. iii. 35). In view then of the great fact that the
discovery of Christ issues in eternal life, spiritual riches, peace,
joy, security, and eternal honour and glory, how truly happy must
that man be who, through the infinite grace of God, findeth Christ,
and is enabled to regard Him as all His salvation and all His desire.
" My Christ, He is the Tree of Life
Who in God's garden grows,
Whose fruit does feed, Whose leaves do heal;
My Christ is Sharon's Rose.
" Christ is my meat, Christ is my drink,
My medicine, and my health,
My peace, my strength, my joy, my crown,
My glory, and my wealth.
" Christ is my Father, and my Friend,
My Brother, and my Love,
My Head, my Hope, my Counsellor,
My Advocate above.
" My Christ, He is the heaven of heavens,
My Christ, what shall I call !
My Christ is first, my Christ is last,
My Christ is All in all! "

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTOK.
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l~ilgrim ~allns.
WELLSPRINGS.
" And we indeed, justly .. for we receive the due reward 0/ our deeds ..
but this Man hath done nothing amiss."-LuKE xxiii. 4l.
SUCH was the glory that shone forth from the cross of Calvary in the
power of the Divine Man. Here was a rift in the cloud, and a golden
ray from heaven shining upon the greatness and perfection of His
work. Crucified there in weakness, yet nilghty to save. "Forsaken"
of His God for the sins of His people; under the awful curse-" made
sin for us, Who knew no sin ;" dying the penal death of His ransomed
ones; yet He claims His substitutionary rights and saves a notorious
sinner ere He dismisses His spirit. The suffering Saviour, the dying
Redeemer; yet a royal Conqueror, displaying what He came to doto die "the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God."
Thus was the Captain of their salvation, iu bringing many sons to
glory, "made perfect through suffering." Oh! if in the moment of
His weakness (speaking after the manner of men) He thus could save
another, whilst He could not, would not save Himself, since He had
set Himself to be the Saviour; what can not, will not He do in the
day of His strength and power and glory ~ The Man of Sorrows, the
Rejected One, hanging there, between two thieves, two malefactors
" Jesus in the nildst."
"Is this the M an ? Can this be He
The prophets h..ve foretold
Should with transgressors numbered be,
And for their crimes be sold?
U

Yes, now I know 'tis He, 'tie He I

'Tis Jesus, God's dear Son:
Wrapt in humanity, to die
For crimes that I had done.
"Oh, blessed sight I Oh, lovely form
To sinful ones like me;
1'd creep beside Him as a worm

And see Him 'bleed for me."
This Man is the Coming One, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
Whom every eye shall see and acknowledge. The immortal Toplady
in writing upon the precious sinless Lamb of God, says: "Pontius
Pilate, when he showed the suffering Saviour to the Jews, cried out,
'Behold the Man,' but John the Baptist, who was taught by the Holy
Spirit for what purpose the Word was made flesh, cries out, 'Behold
the Lamb of God.' The heathen governor considered Christ only as an
innocent person, who was injuriously treated; but Christ's enlightened
forerunner considered Him likewise as a spotless victim, appointed by
the wisdom and goodness of God to expiate and bear away the sins of
His people." There are some who, as they find the word" Pilate "
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in italics, which denotes that it is not in the original, see in this that
it was Jesus Himself Who declared nnto them, "Behold the Man,"
as nnder prophecy He had before declared, " Behold Me, behold Me "
(Isa. Ixv. 1). Was it thus He was declaring Himself the Man,
Jehovah's Fellow, the Man of His right hand, Who had answered His
Father's question and requirements, " Who will go for Us 1 " and Who
was made man that He might in all points, "yet without sin," be like
unto His brethren 1 It must have been as sweet music in His ears to
hear the inspired Baptist declare Him" the Lamb of God, That taketh
away the sin of the world." It is well, beloved reader, that we exhort
our hearts and the hearts of others in the last words of the dying John
Kent, to "Remember Calvary." We do well to dwell much there;
to sit nnder the shadow of that wondrous cross, and meditate, watch,
and pray; adore the matchless wonders of that love; view by faith
the dying Lamb of God, and by appropriating faith say, "He loved
me, and gave Himself tor me."
The Object of our contemplation, admiration, and consideration at
this time is Jesus in the midst; He Who was" made sin," Who took
the rebel-sinner's place, Who made the glorious exchange and redeemed
man from the curse and condemnation of the law, that he might receive
the righteousness of God in Him. It is thus through His doing and
dying we may by faith visit Calvary, and ponder, admire, and adore
the wonders and glories of grace centred in the Crucified One, Who
there in the moment of weakness-weak in the sense that He was
under the curse, smitten, stricken, afflicted, and forsaken of His Father
-yet claimed His rights as the Eternal Son, and saved in the dying
hour a notorious thief, a condemned criminal. Oh! the grace, the'
rich redeeming love. As Hart puts it: " A Man there is-a real Man" ;
the Divine Man, the spotless sinless One, even Jesus, the precious
Redeemer, the Friend of Sinners. Oh, fair and holy Victim, our
hearts go out at this moment, and our pen would fain write down
every name and every glorious attribJ.te which attach to this precious
Lamb of Calvary. It is a theme inexhaustible, uuexplorable. It is
love without bottom or shore.
Let us turn, however (and by the meditation seek to glorify Him), to
our subject of the moment (by request of an aged saint)-the dying
thief. That wretched criminal hanging on his cross would have heard
the cries of Jesus, His groans, His" I thirst," His address to His Father:
" Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." He would
have gazed down upon that lovely scene of the Saviour's care for Mary,
passing her on to His beloved disciple J olm, who" from that hour took
her to his own home." He would have seen the awful insults, and
heard the mocking jeers of the vile persecutors: "If Thou be the Son
of God, come down from the cross." And more: that thief not
only heard, but joined in : "The thieves also, which were
crucified with Him, cast the same in His teeth." A monntain of
scparation, an eternal barrier, must condemn that tannting malefactor
to'" outer darkness and gnashing of teeth." "The soul that sinneth "
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must perish eternally in his sins unless Jesus can save. But the thief
knew hot, cared not. He was" dead in trespasses and sins." He was
without hope, without God in the world, and a ready prey to Satan's
awful malignant power. It was evidently so, since he could join
with the railing taunting crowd, and add his Satan-prompted jeers.
But oh! the matchless wonders of grace. The eyes of the spotless
Lamb are turned upon him. It is such a look as melted the denying
Peter. It is a look that transforms, wins a rebel heart and causes
godly sorrow and contrition.
H

Oh, what wonders love has done I

But how little understood!
God well knows, and God alone,
What produced that sweat of blood.
Who can thy deep wonders see?
'Vonderful Gethsemane I "

Think of the signal grace which was bestowed upon this dying thief
suddenly, and which won him to God. One moment railing on Jesus,
and the next testifying to His glorious power to save. What wondrous
discriminating grace is herein displayed! An hour before a participator
with the worst of criminals, sinners dyed black in sin and steeped deep
in iniquity, and now saying within himself, "I have none but Christ.
Give me Christ or else I die." The thief is in a moment estranged
from all his vice and broken from the devil's company. The great
mountain of separation is levelled, and Jesus, the Saviour and Friend
of sinners, now displays His saving power, His redeeming love; creates
a new heart, gives a conviction of sin and godly sorrow for it, and turns
him from Satan's power to rebuke his fellow, "saying, Dost not thou
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we indeed
justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man
hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember
me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." He saw in this dying
Man beside him, Lord of a kingdom. He appealed to Him as able to
save nnto the uttermost. As Satan's blind siaYe, sporting with death,
as the poet has sung, this man is now captured and turned to the dying
Redeemer, owns his just condeumation, and cries for mercy: "Lord,
remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom." LORD! This
was the predicted Governor Who shonld " proceed from the midst of
them; and I will cause Him to draw near, and He shall approach unto
Me: for Who is this that engaged His heart to approach unto Me 1
saith the Lord" (Jer. xxx. 21). This was He Who had engaged his
heart to approach the Father on behalf of " many sons and daughters."
And without His having approached that light of spotless purity with
the vicarious offering of His own blood, there would be " no remission
of sin," we could never have drawn nigh nor hoped in His mercy. Man
could not find the remedy; he could" in no wise redeem his brother,
nor give a ransom for him." He was fallen man. Angels-all the
angels in heaven-could not haye atoned for sin. It must be according
to God's strict law--infinite merit to meet infinite guilt. So the glorioui
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plan of redemption was settled in heaven, and a Divine Man----£ince
Deity could not suffer-engaged to become J ehovah's obedient Servant;
to be made under the law, that He might redeem them that were under
the law; to" proceed from the midst of them" and yet be recognized
in the heart of everyone of His willing captives as King and Lord.
" Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom."
Is not the faith of this dying thief without a counterpart ~ We read
of the faith of our father Abraham "being not weak" and accounted
of God worthy to be recorded in the eleventh chapter of the Epistle to
the Hebrews, as thereby receiving Isaac his son as from the dead.
Truly God honoured the grace of His O\VU giving, and we can only
admire. But here is a scene unparalleled. Here is this wonderful Man,
Who in the three years of His ministry had been the object of scorn
aI,d hatred; '¥ho had" endured such contradiction of sinners against
Himself;" Who had been as a solitary unwelcomed stranger, and
Whose pure life was now to be ended by the wrath and malice of man,
although thereby accomplishing the purpose of God. Here He hangs
upon the cross. All the disciples have forsaken Him and fled, and He
is here-a crucified Man. But dwell, dear friends, for a moment on
the thief's expression, " But tMs Man." He was bronght nigh at that
moment. He was made nigh through Jesu's love and blood. "This
Man." It was a dra\ving near, not a pointing out from a distance. "He
is my Saviour, my Redeemer, my Friend, the ONE Who has engaged
His heart to approach the Father for me." He was the middle Man
indeed. His very person, drawing nigh the heart of one thief,
separated the other. To one He was a sweet savour of life unto life,
but to the other He was a savour of death unto death.
In a moment of time J esns can work victoriously, change a sinner's
heart, and translate a soul from one kingdom to another, even from
the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light; can bring a sinner out
of spiritual death into life; can estrange such an one from keeping
company with the devil, and cause him to desire none but J esns and
His friends.
Aud this is Jesus, the sinner's Friend, and His work of redemption,
which we see here gloriously displayed. Crucified in weakness, He
showed that" the weakness of God is stronger than man"; that His love
is stronger than death or hell, and that the riches of His redeeming
grace are unsearchable. We see Him in all His suffering and agonythe worst of all being the hiding of His Father's face, Who could not
look upon sin-turning to a poor criminal, putting a cry for mercy in
his heart, answering him by His own blood-bought rights, and displaying
to wondering worlds His great mercy. Oh, it is wonderful love! We
would stand aside on this holy ground in silent adoration, and admire
the glorious approval of the Father thus to give His Son this joy, this
response, even when His holy face was turned from Him as the SinBearer. Jesus had the joy" set before Him," and could therefore
" endure the shame." He was thns given one sweet ingredient in the
bitter cup of His Father's handing.
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" This day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." Blessed heart of
Jesus, so ready to forgive, and forgive sinners black as hell! And
what a truth is hereby displayed that" it is not by works of righteousness which we have done." There were no good works for this thief
to boast of, no service, no fruit. He stood in the perfect justification
and solely on the merits of Another, exactly on the same ground as
every redeemed sinner stands on in the sight of God, Who looks upon
them each and all through the person and offering of His well-beloved
Son, and accepts them in Him. These are the truths of rich and free
discriminating grace, and it is " not of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God Which showeth mercy."
Of "the other thief" we read in solemn sharp contrast, nothing.
He doubtless went to " his own place," whilst the redeemed trophy of
love went to the " mansion prepared for him from the foundation of
the world." What a glorious exchange! How it magnifies the power
and willingness of Jesus to save sinners at the eleventh hour and give
such an one a perfect and complete standing before God. Oh! it
takes Him no time to work when He will. But it has been well said
that there is one instance, and one only, of salvation at the eleventh
hour, that none need despair and none may presume.
A very heart-reaching story has been told as " one -of the sublimest
exhibitions of simple faith and trust in God that have ever been put
upon record," by the Rev. Thomas Scott, of a praying mother who
trusted in the sovereign grace and mercy of her God. "Think," he
said, " of dear Lady - - ; her eldest son executed as a murderer, a
hardened wretch until the last hour; the only hope this, that in his
rage in casting himself off, the rope broke, and he lived lmtil another
was fetched (at the earnest request of the criminal, the providential
respite was extended to an hour); and seemed during that space
softened, and earnestly cried for mercy: yet I net'er heard from her lips
one murmuring word. She was silent, for the Lord did it; she was still,
and knew that He was God; and thus, though the heart might be
breaking by nature, that simple-minded believer, so stricken and so
tried, was made strong in the Lord and in the power of His might."
The following we had from the lips of one who knew all the circumstances of the profligate life and reckless disregard of a praying
mother who often wamed against the awful consequences to " the soul
that sinneth." One day when out hunting, this son was thrown by the
fall of the horse he was riding, and was dragged some distance, his
foot having caught in the stirrup. One, hastening to him, heard him
whisper with his dying breath : -

"Between the stirrup and the ground,
I mercy sought and mercy found."
Dear reader, these are among the wonders of God's matchless grace
and infinite mercy. May you and I take the sinner's place and glory
in the salvation of Jesus, and say, "Dost thou not fear God, seeing
thou art in the same condemnation 1 And we indeed justly; for we
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receive the due reward of our deeds: but this Man hath done nothing
amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when Thou comest
into Thy kingdom"; and in the merits of His doing and dying, hear His
soul-reviving words: "There is therefore now no condemnation to
them that are in Christ Jesus." Every gem which adorns the rightful
crown of Jesus is a sought-out, blood-washed, pardoned, cleansed,
received sinner, and they shall " everyone" be with Him in Paradise
solely on the ground of His sovereign grace and mercy.
R.
AN EXTRACT, BY THE REV. JOHN NEWTON.
IF, as you observe, the Song of Solomon describes the experience of
the Church, it shows the dark as well as the bright side. No one part
of it is the experience of every individual at any particular time.
Some are in His banqueting-house, others upon their beds. Some sit
under His banner, supported by His arm, while others have a faint
perception of Him at a distance, with many a hill and mountain
between. In one thing, however, they all agree, that He is the leading
object of their desires, and that they have such a discovery of His
Person, work, and love, as makes Him precious to their hearts. Their
judgment of Him is always the same, but their sensibility varies. The
love they bear Him, though rooted and grounded in their hearts, is
not always equal in exercise, nor can it be so. We are like trees, which,
though alive, can not put forth their leaves and fruit without the
influence of the sun. They are alive in winter as well as in summer,
but how different is their appearance in these different seasons! Were
we always alike, could we always believe, love, and rejoice, we should
think the power inherent, and our own; but it is more for the Lord's
glory, and more suited to form us to a temper becoming the Gospel,
that we should be made deeply sensible of our own inability and
dependence, than that we should be always in a lively frame. I am
persuaded a broken and a contrite spirit, a conviction of our vileness
and nothingness, connected with a cordial acceptance of Jesus, as
revealed in the Gospel, is the highest attainment we can reach in this
life. Sensible comforts are desirable, and we must be sadly declined
when they do not appear so to us; but I believe there may be a real
exercise of faith and growth in grace when our sensible feelings are
faint and low. A soul may be in as thriving a state when thirsting,
seeking, and mourning after the Lord, as when actually rejoicing in
Him, as much in earnest when fighting in the valley as when singing
on the mount; nay, dark seasons afford the surest and strongest
manifestations of the power of faith. To hold fast the Word of promise,
to maintain a hatred of sin, to go on steadfastly in the path of duty,
in defiance both of the frowns and the smiles of the world, when we
have but little comfort, is a more certain evidence of grace than a
thousand things which we may do or forbear when our spirits are
warm and lively.
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FRONTISPIECE.
WYTHOP NEW CHURCH.

WE this month present our dear readers with a Photograph of the
little Church which the LORD enabled us to provide for our beloved
parishioners, during the time when we were Curate in Charge of
Wythop, Cumberland. To our GOD be given all the glory !

DIVINE SUBSTITUTION.
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL,
BY THE RECTOR, THE REV. J. ORMISTON, ON SUNDAY EVENING,
JUNE 8TH, 1913.

" Thenl restored that which I took not away."-Ps. lxix. part of 4th verse.
WE meditate to-night on one of the weightiest words God has been
pleased to write in His Book for us. It is the declaration of the Redeemer of His Church and people in all ages concerning His work of
atonement. It refers to the restoration of the elect whom the Father
loved from everlasting and whom He gave by name into the hands of
His beloved Son to redeem. This passage belongs to the elect,
and none can gainsay it, or qualify, or explain it away. The word
of the Lord is faithful, and it' abideth true everlastingly. And it is
the Faithful One Who speaks these words: " Then I restored that which
I took not away." He paid off the debts of His dear people, who are
a multitude no man can number, but God has numbered them. He
has written them all down from the beginning, and so He calls them,
here one and there another-a succession of sinners redeemed by the
blood of Christ Jesus-to a knowledge of the truth in Himself. "Then I
restored that which I took not away," the Lord Jesus occupied the place
of the Surety, the Surety of the Church, those whom the Father loved
from everlasting, from the days of eternity; as He Himself expresses
it in the prophecy of Jeremiah. He loved them or ever the earth was.
Adam was not in being, God had not yet called him or made revelation
to him, which we have in so great a degree who read these blessed
Scriptures of eternal truth. God's justice in full has now been paid.
Let God's people be comforted by that truth to-night. Christ by His
one sacrifice for sin for ever made full satisfaction for His people. All
were guilty before God. Yet He chose them notwithstanding, and gave
them to His Son, Who reconciled them by His blood unto Himself,
" not imputing their trespasses unto them." Jesus Christ, the Righteous One, paid off in full the whole of the debts of His people; therefore
they are a redeemed, bought, and reconciled people. By faith they
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believe, they trust and do not slavishly fear. They are reconciled
to God in righteousness, strict righteousness.
I will ask your attention to two words on which I lay great
stress in the Gospel of St. Luke, chap. xxiv. and the 26th and
46th verses, where the same Greek word is differently rendered.
The English· is an old·fashioned word, used in a different sense
now,-the word" ought," wlrich in its old form is "owed." " Owed
not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory? "
Yes; because he had covenanted with His Father in an everlasting
covenant, ordered in all things-temporal things by the way, but
eternal things above all-and sure. All was in strict order according
to the views of justice and trrlth wlrich the Lord exemplified. Jesus
owed obedience, obedience to the law of His Father; and He respected
that law; He kept it in all points, absolutely; He kept it in thought, in
motive, in things large and small; kept it in every detail of it, in all
that His Father willed. And so Christ owed obedience to that law,
even to suffering and to the shedding of His precious blood. In the
46th verse we have the same word differently translated, " And (He) said
unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved "-it was" owed"
by "Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day." He'
owed it to the law, to the will of the Father, that law which is eternal in
its teaching, in its holiness, and in its righteousness. That is what
Christ undertook to observe, and therefore" ought" or " owed" it
obediently to fulfil all righteousness. He is the Yea and the Amen
of every promise of the law, and He fulfilled all righteousness, even to
obedience and blood, when He bowed His head on the cross and dismissed His spirit. That was the price with which He bought His Church.
The Church is a blood-bought Church-bought with every drop of His
blood He shed on the cross. Are not God's people a blessed peoplea blood-bought people? He Who loved with an everlasting love,
loved them all in the world, loved them utterly and in all detail-He
loved to perfection. And it was because of His love, His free, peculiar,
separating love, that he suffered as He did, that He gave Himself as
the price for them. All that justice could demand of price, He rendered.
He hid not His face from shame and spitting. He gave His back to
the smiters-I lay great stress on the word gave-and His cheeks to
them that plucked off the hair. Oh! think of that, dear friends, what
that means; and these were amongst some of the sUfferings that Jesus
endured when He redeemed at so great a price the people of His choicethe people His Father gave Him. "My Father, which gave them Me,
is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's
hand." That is where the people of God are to-night. Dear child
of God, that is where you are, and ever will be. He knows the love
He has set on you, and will never change in the least. "Yea, I have
loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness
have I drawn thee." God's people are all a drawn people. You are
sensible of it, de~r children of God; you are sensible that the Lord is
by His grace drawing you to Himself. Oh, what a God have I ? said one!
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J ehovah, the great, the everlasting, the unchangeable, He loved you.
" Yea "-it is an oath-" I have loved thee with au everlasting love."
"Ought not Christ to have suffered these things 1" Yes, because He
would absolutely do and suffer His Father's will, His righteous, unchangeable will. God the Father is the same yesterday, and to-day,
and for ever in His love, and loving proceedings. He is of one mind,
and none can turn Him; the devil cannot, though he fain would; hell
would reverse the Divine order if it could, but it can not. Hell can
not alter the loving purposes of the Lord Jesus Christ. I know Satan
has his eye on me, and his ear open to me. I have an old reckoning
with Satan, for I wrote a book many years ago, called" The Satan of
Scripture:' which went through two editions, because it was based
on the pure, perfect Word of God, Who changes not. I know Satan
will not forgive me what I have said of him, and his, in that book;
but God is on my side, and He long ago taught me the blessedness of
leaving Satan to Him. He is Satan's Master, and He has him in
hand perfectly. It is only this hour that is his, Jesus said it: "This
is your hour, and the power of darkness," and we say the same words:
but since Jesus said it He has died for His people; and has risen and is
in the Heaven of heavens ruling over all. Therefore, dear friends, I
would say to my fellow-believers, Do not fear Satan as though he had
the mastery-,Jesus is the Master, Jesus is the King. He ruleth on
the throne of righteousness for ever and ever.
" Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His
glory 1" Yes; to fulfil all righteousness and glorify His Father, it was
needful that Jesus the Christ should suffer once for sins, the Just One
for the unjust ones-mark the words-for, that is substitution-that He
might bring them to God. Oh, what a blessed bringing! The crucified
hands and feet-they are so blessedly involved in this work of mercy.
Jesus is watching over His Church and people with a tender eye.
"Thus it behoved Christ to suffer "-it was a fitting thing, a right
thing, a just thing, that He should suffer meritoriously for His dear
people, for their unrighteousness, for all their sins. Lay great stress on
this fact, on which the New Testament is very clear and decided, that
all the sins of all God's people have been atoned for with the precious
blood of Jesus Christ. The Just One died for, or instead of, the unjust
ones; they were not crucified, but the Substitute for those unjust ones
was. He suffered once for sins, and reconciled them all-all-all to God
for eternity, reconciled them all. While God is pleased to prolong my
days somewhat, I am here to-night to witness to this truth, that the
work of Christ is a finished work. Nothing more can be done by any
man, angel, or archangel. There are myriads of angels, but not one can
add anything to Christ's finished work, His dying the death for the
reconciliation of His people. He finished the work when He said,
" It is finished, " and bowed his Head. He has never qualified it, and
He never will. There is no change in J ehovah; in Him it is all Yea.
and Amen to the glory of God the Father. "Thus it behoved Christ to·
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day." Oh, we never, never

The Gospel Magazine

405

can separate the resurrection of Christ from His death, dear children
of God. You see how the Holy Ghost puts it in this verse. He rose
from the dead, from among the dead, on the appointed day, the day on
which Jesus had foretold He would rise, and He did. The Holy Ghost
tells us that while it was yet dark a representative of the angels visited
the sepulchre and seated himself on the stone that he had lolled away
from the mouth of the sepulchre, and " for tear of him the keepers did
·shake and became as dead men." The angels rejoiced. Death was
passed! The blessed Jesus Who was crucified, is now quickened
to life, and "dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over
Him." He rose from the dead and came forth, the heavenly secret
of the resurrection of the whole Church. " Because I live; ye shall
Jive also." He faithfully kept that righteous word, He spent forty
days justifying His resurrection to His disciples, some of His disciples, and then He ascended in the presence of a little handful of His
Church, on the Mount above Jerusalem, within sight of its walls. I
have myself stood on the Summit of the Mount of Olives, and looked
do\Vll on the walls of Jerusalem at my feet. I rose one morning very
early just to realize these things. I rose in advance of the sun, and I
walked to the top of Olivet, and had a view-a blessed, wonderful
view-,of the rising sun upon the sacred city; which was hidden at first
in a dusky gloom, but then the sun rose in all its beauty and brilliance,
the deep, dark shadow vauished, and I looked at it as it was, and I never
can forget that sight. How gracious and faithful the covenant God of
grace is in these things, in showing us the truth. Jerusalem that now
is, the forgotten glory-Jerusalem in her low estate, is still admired
by those that have a mind for those ancient things. Jerusalem in her
ruins has many lessons for God's children. But we look for the Jerusalem that" hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God."
The Jerusalem of Palestine has been besieged twenty-eight times, it is
said, and brought to ruin, and as I trod one street I was told that many
feet of ruins lay below. I had the opportunity of going down and
viewing some of these. And as we viewed the pavement of Jerusalem
as it then was, the marks of horse hoofs were visible, and many other
ancient things were brought to notice. But we are thinking of the
Jerusalem that cometh down from heaven. The Lord Jesus is coming
in reality and truth for His waiting, hidden, humble, hoping people.
He is coming for them, and we think it may be soon. The Lord's heart
is with His people, and He knoweth them that are His-every man,
every woman, every child, every infant, in heaven. There are
many infants in heaven. Jesus said-" of such is the kingdom
of heaven."
In the glory "their angels do always' behold the
face of My Father which is in heaven." Take care of your
children. Children are one of the perpetual cares of God's people.
They are subject, alas, in many cases to sad treatment, but the Lord
has an eye to them. He knoweth them that are His among the children.
Value them, dear friends, and seek to bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord; and by His grace you shall meet them
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in that day when he gathereth in His harvest; every single grain has
been kept by Him, kept by His almighty power all through the ages
against He comes in His kingdom and righteousness. And I speak
to children here to-night. The Lord values little children very
dearly. You remember the little ones at Jerusalem who sang the
hymn to Jesus, "Hosanna to the Son of David," and the Jews found
fault, the proud-hearted Jews were sore displeased and bade Him
rebuke His disciples, and the shouts of the little children with their
Hosannas; but Jesus stood up for them, Jesus was on their side. Happy
children! with Jesus speaking up for them, and with Jesus at their
side. Ah, said Jesus, if these should hold their peace, some would
have to say it-" Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou hast
perfected praise." Yes, there is One Who shelters little children, and
guards them, and will speak for them at the right time. How blessed
it is to know these things in the love of them. How blessed to know
Him of Whom our text speaks.
" Then I restored that which I took not away." He restored the
glory of His Father. He restored to God the Father the glory, which
the Jews had taken away. And the world has taken away that
glory to a large extent. He died for the guilty. "Put that on mine
account; I will answer for it," those were the words of a brother, not
the Redeemer, not as Jesus was, Who restored that which guilty man
had taken away-His Father's glory, His rightful glory. Jesus says
it to-night, in the hearing of His people, "I took it not away." Dear
friends, nothing wrong nor ill-spoken ever proceeded from His mouth.
He looked His enemies in the face and said, "Which of you convicteth
Me of sin 1 "-" convinceth" is our translation, but "convicteth"
is the truer rendering. And they were silent! He did no wrong, no
ill, no sin!
His blessed lips were always His own, and He spake as
never man spake. Never man spake like this lI'lan - Jehovah
-the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever-this Man Who giveth
no account of His matters. All his ways, all His works, all His words
are perfect-all, and it is oh, so refreshing to hear them, and to read
them, and to hear faithful sermons on them. Oh, the blessed Jesus !
"Then I restored that which I took not away." What an awful
transaction is in those two lines of the Bible! "I restored by suffering,
as never man suffered, that which was taken away. My Father was
wronged, and I restored My Father's right." And so Jesus has earned,
yes He has earned, the title to sit on the right hand of the Majesty on
high. Peace has been made by the blood of the cross, and He wills that
this peace shall be preached throughout the world for the gathering in
of His redeemed people, small and great, rich and poor, without respect
of persons, just because they are the Lord's chosen, His elect, and have
been laid on Him to redeem and to bring nigh to the Father, and to
keep evermore in blessed nearness these brought ones. Oh, believers,
rejoice with great joy, and give God thanks to-night, now, for His
unspeakable gift.
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ENOOH.
A SERMON PREACHED IN DUBLIN BY THE LATE
REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A.,
MINISTER OF BETHESDA EPISCOPAl, CHAPEL.
" And Enoch walked with God.. and he was not, JOT God took him."GENESIS v. 24.
THESE words are found in a very remarkable chapter; someone
has said that it is the first bill of mortality that is on record. In the
opening of it, mention is made of another son, Seth, who was born to
Adam in the place of him who had been removed by violent death,
one in whose line the spiritual seed was to be born; . then follows in
succession a list of the descendants of this man, until we are brought
to a remarkable character, Noah. Now, in the midst of this, as I have
called it, bill of mortality, one man stands forward of whom it is said
that he did not die; "He was not, for God took him." This is the
character that comes under our special notice at this time.
It appears to me that we may derive a great deal of profitable
instruction from the consideration of this chapter. It contains a
record of a long train of men, even of the family of Christ, who passed
through the valley of the shadow of death, a type of the large number
of Christ's people removed by death. One man is mentioned who
did not die, a type of the smaller proportion of the Lord's people who
shall not see death; who shall be alive at the coming of the Lord;
who shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall they
ever be with the Lord.
I now proceed to speak of this remarkable person, who stands
forward so prominently in this chapter. Very little is said of him,
and yet shall I not say very much is said of him ~ We are not told
of the various incidents of his life; no mention is made of his temptations, his afflictions, or his sins. If we had as long a history of Enoch
given to us in the Bible as we have of Noah, or of Abraham, or of
David, or of others, we should find that Enoch was as poor a creature
as Noah, or Abraham, or David, or any of them. But the Lord has
been pleased to give us this condensed history of this very remarkable
man. We may, perhaps, be disposed to regret that we have not a
detailed account of the incidents of his life, which would be more or
less a reflection of our own trials and our own experiences; but,
brethren, what has been told us of his history comprehends a great
deal; so much, that I do not expect to-day to go through what I
would desire to bring under your notice with regard to him, because,
though very little is said, yet that little prf-sents a vast subject for
our consideration.
We gather something of Enoch's history from the three places in
which he is mentioned in Scripture; in the 5th of Genesis, in the 11th
of Hebrews, and in the Epistle of Jude. We shall notice the following
particulars in connection with it :First, the outline of his spiritual character, which is given to us
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in these few words, "Enoch walked with God." This will lead us to
the consideration of the principle that was interwoven with the whole
of his spiritual life and conduct, which the Apostle tells us in the 11th
of Hebrews was, faith. And then we shall be led to consider the position
andfstanding of this man with respect to God, "He obtained this
testimony, that he pleased God."
These things refer to his personal character. It seems as though
the Lord let us into the secrets of His servant's closet.
But besides this, his public character is presented to us in the Epistle
of J ude, and we are there told that this man was a prophet, a bold and
public reprover of the ungodliness that seemed at that time to become
more'~and more rampant in the world, until it brought down the judgment of God in the Deluge. He seems in this respect to have been
a great type of the character of the Church of God in the latter days.
I believe a great deal more is contained in the brief notice which is
taken of the character and circumstances of this man in the Epistle
of Jude, than many people think. I believe he stands out as a great
type of what you and I, if we live in the latter days-and it may be
we shall live in them-what you and I shall have to do if we are the
faithful servants of the Lord, that we shall have to be bold reprovers
of the ungodly speeches of ungodly sinners, who shall be opposed
to the Lord Jesus Christ. We have his public character as a reprover,
and as a bold witneBB for the Lord; but not only this, he seemed to
be a preacher of the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ;· he
seemed to overlook the humiliation of the Lord Jesus. In the very
name which he gave to his son, he seemed to have before his mind that
of which the Deluge, perhaps, was but a type-the coming of the Lord
with the second deluge of wrath upon an ungodly world.
Again, we have to notice the translation of this man without death,
which is an interesting subject, because there are many members of
the Church of Christ who shall be alive at the coming of the Lord,
and who shall never taste of death. We are permitted to look into
these things; the Holy Ghost has been pleased to reveal them to us,
and surely it is our duty to meditate upon them. We reserve for
our consideration on another occasion, if the Lord permit, the particulars connected with the public character and the end of this remarkable
man.
We shall speak to-day merely of his personal character, the outline
of which is given to us in these few words, " Enoch walked with God."
Now, dear brethren, we may, perhaps, think at first sight that we all
know something of the nature of walking with God, and of the principle
which actuates a man, and enables him to walk with God; but I feel satisfied that if the Lord teaches us much of our own hearts, we shall all say
it is a very difficult thing to walk with God. We can all form a kind
of outline of what it is to walk with God; we can say, that it is a man
taking up his cross, denying himself, and following Jesus; that it is
walking in the narrow road that leadeth unto life. But it will not
do to stop there. Many of you feel what I feel, that we want to get
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more into the experience, and into the real happiness of walking with
God. Many of you are ready, perhaps, to say, This is the very thing
I desire; I want to know how I am to walk more closely with God.
Now, there are certain elements which are absolutely essential in
a walk with God. I mean, that it is absolutely impossible to hold on
habitually and steadily in our walk with God, without having, in the
first place, a right knowledge and apprehension of the character of
God. Secondly, peace and liberty in the soul, as having all matters
settled between us and God, and our inheritance inalienably secured
to us. And thirdly, an agreement between God and us, which is
effected not by any effort of our own, but by the Holy Ghost working
in us more of communion with the Lord, and making us a reflection
of God.
Now as to knowledge. Sometimes when we take up the Bible,
we read the 2nd chapter of Genesis, and we see what man was when
he had communion with the Lord, when he dwelt in innocence in that
garden in which God had placed him; we turn to the 21st and 22nd
of Revelation, and we read what man will be again, when there will
be "new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,"
the time of the restitution of all things. When we read these things
we say, there is a long parenthesis from the 2nd of Genesis to the last
of Revelation; that parenthesis contains the intricate history of the
people of God; it conveys a lesson which we have to learn for ourselves,
for it tells us of all the interruptions which are in the way of those who
walk with God.
But I have said that knowledge is one of the essential elements in
our walk with God. I mean that there must be a true Scriptural
apprehension, not only of the being of God, but also of the character
of God, as He has revealed Himself to us in the Word. The practical
use I want to make of this remark for myself, and that I would have
you make of it for yourselves, is, that we should go to the Scriptures,
and there learn what God has revealed concerning Himself. The
moment we begin to speculate on the nature and character of God,
depend upon it the enemy has got an advantage over us. What we
want is more of a childlike spirit in reading what God has said of
Himself; therefore everything of speculation will lead us wrong;
there can be no knowledge of God but from His own revelation.
Well, His Being is represented to ;IS in Scripture as a Covenant God,
in three Persons, Father, Son, and Spirit. Now, I am Bure of this,
that many children of God, who have been walking with Him, sometimes more happily than at other times-I am sure that many of them
have not received as they ought, that part of God's revelation of
Himself as a Covenant Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit. And for
this reason it is that one is asked such questions as these, How would
you have us go in prayer to God! Would you have us pray to the
Father! Should we pray to the Son! and ought we to pray to the
Holy Ghost! Men get themselves entangled in such difficultiesWhy! because they are entering into the region of mere speculation.
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I can form no idea of J ehovah but as subsisting in three Persons.
Father, Son, and Spirit. If I want anything out of the fullness of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of His Church, I am to look
for that in Him; I can not find humanity in the Father, nor in the
Holy Ghost, but I can find it in the Son; and I have a right to take
all that is in Jesus as mine, and to live upon it. Well, then, the Holy
Ghost has been revealed to us in the Word as the Comforter. He
is at this moment the representative of the Lord Jesus Christ on
earth. It is the Holy Ghost Who, when His servant is speaking from
the Word, applies that Word to the hearts of those who hear it. It
is the Holy Ghost Who opens up the Word to us, continually taking
fresh things of Christ and revealing them to us. We are to look to
Him to fulfil His Covenant engagement with respect to us. What we
want is, a right apprehension of Jehovah as a Covenant Jehovahone God, but subsisting in three Persons, each Person bringing to
bear on us all the intensity of the love of that everlasting Covenant.
I can not detach the Father from the Son and the Holy Ghost; nor
can I detach the Son hom the Father and the Holy Ghost, in the great
love of the Triune Jehovah to my soul. But I am sure that the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost love me. Therefore, when the Lord
Jesus Christ shed His blood on the cross, what is that blood called
in the Epistle to the Hebrews 1-" The blood of the everlasting Covenant "; showing that the Father, Son, and Spirit were engaged in
the Covenant work of bringing all this love to bear upon the Church
of God. I say, again, before there can be a walking with God, there
must be an acquaintance with His Being, as He has revealed Himself
to us in His Word.
And then, there must be also a Scriptural apprehension of the
character of God. I am sure of this, that the devil often gets a great
advantage over the people of God, by leading them into speculations
as to the character of God; leading them to ask such questions as
these, Would God do this 1 Would God do the other 1 And then they
go a step further, and ask, Ought God to do so and so 1 It is our
duty to go to the Scriptures, and to see there what God has said He
has done, is doing, and will do to the end of time.
Men come to us continually, and reason with US on some great
points of the character of God; they ask, Do you mean to say that
God would do such a thing 1 And I believe we very often give such
objectors an advantage over us because we are not skilful in the Word,
and because we do not go to it with simplicity and say, You will find
the answer in this Book; you can read here what God has said He
has done, is doing, and will do.
(To be contin'lJea.)
WHERE God loves, He afflicts in love; and wherever God afflicts
in love, there He will first and last teach such souls such lessons as
shall do them good to all eternity.-Thomas Brooks.
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THE BRAZEN SERPENT.
OUR Lord's allusion to "the serpent in the wilderness" (John iii. 14)
shows us that there is much to be learned from what we read in
Numbers xxi. regarding the judgment of the "fiery serpents," and
Jehovah's way of healing the bitten Israelites, on their repentance.
1. We have a picture of man by nature. Through sin, to which
man was tempted by the devil, all are perishing sinners. "By one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all sinned." "The wages of sin is
death." The Lord Jesus sets His seal to this terrible fact when He
says: "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of man be lifted np; that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life."
2. We have a type of the manner of Christ's death. He was" crucified "-" lifted up " upon the cross-as He Himself foretold (John xii.
32, 33): "I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto
Me. This He said, signifying what death He should die." Jews
and Gentiles alike were implicated in putting Him to death. Mankind rejected Him, and He was" lifted up from the earth." "Then
said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then
shall ye know that I am He," etc. (John viii. 28).
3. We have a type of the way in which sinners of Adam's race are
saved. They have been saved by the death of Christ. By that death
Satan's power was overthrown. The serpent's head was crushed.
"Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that through death
He might destroy (R.V., "bring to nought ") him that had the power
of death, that is, the devil" (Heb. ii. 14).
The serpent of brass was not a type of Christ, but a type of the
redemption-the deliverance effected by His death. The serpent
set upon a pole in the camp of Israel in the wilderness was like the
fiery serpents which bit the people; for God said to Moses: "Make
thee a fiery serpent" (v. 8). And we read (v. 9): "Moses made
a serpent of brass." But it was powerless to injure, or cause death.
Thus, the eye of faith sees" the death of death, in the death of Christ"
(Dr. Owen). God, our Father, "hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His
love, in Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the remission of sins." "Who is he that condemneth 1 It is Christ That died,
yea rather, That is risen again."
Redemption from sin and from death is realized by faith-by
believing God. When the announcement was made in the camp of
Israel to the effect that" Everyone that is bitten, when he looketh
upon the serpent set up upon a pole, he shall live "; "It came to pass,
that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of
brass, he lived" tv. 9). He had not to do anything to bring about his
cure; he had simply to believe what God had said by Moses. His
beholding the serpent of brass was a fruit of his believing-the obedience
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of faith-and his immediate cure was wrought by God. And thus
it is with the contrite sinner. He can do nothing to merit salvation.
His heartfelt experience is :"Nau/(ht of merit can I boast,
All polluted is my best."
But, hearing the glad tidings of redemption accomplished by Christ,
here upon earth, he believes God's Word, the Gospel of His grace;
he trusts in the finished work of Christ, and finds peace. He has " a
good hope, through grace," of everlasting life.
The material cross, and the crucifix, have no place in real Christianity.
They are the symbols of Satan's enmity to God and His Christ, and
of man's rejection of the Lord of glory. But an apostate Christendom
has come to regard these as symbols of Christianity, and aids to
devotion! These, however, they can not be, as all such "graven
images" are forbidden by the second co=andment to be used in
religious worship. And history proves that they have led to, and
accompanied, gross superstitions. Where they are used, the Scriptural doctrine of the cross, namely, an efficMious atonement--eternal
redemption, and therefore salvation, accomplished for the Church,
the whole election of grace-is ignored or denied, and the form of
godliness without the power prevails.
Even this brazen serpent which Moses made was broken in pieces
by king Hezekiah, and called Nehushtan (a piece of brass!) because
of the idolatrous use which the children of Israel made of it in his
days (2 Kings xviii. 4).
At the time of the Reformation, images, crucifixes, crosses, were
banished from our churches, but are now, alas, largely reintroduced
by those who have departed from the teaching of the Holy Scriptures.
4. We do not read that any single one in the camp of Israel, bitten.
by a fiery serpent, failed to look to the serpent of brass after it was
set up. And so with the members of the Church of God, chosen in
Christ. Each one is brought in God's own time to look to that Saviour
Whom He sent into the world, and to rejoice in that full, free, finished,
and eternal salvation which He wrought out. "It is written in the
prophets," were the Lord's words, " And they shall be all taught of
God. EVERY MAN THEREFORE that hath heard, and hath learned
of the Father, cometh unto Me." "And," saith the same gracious
Saviour, "him that cometh to Me I willin no wise cast out."
5. We should note that it was not until the people of Israel repented,
and sought a Mediator with God, that He commanded the brazen
serpent to be set up. .Before that, "much people of Israel died."
And, similarly, it is when repentance has been wrought in the hearts
of sinful men by the Holy Spirit, that they draw nigh to God in Christ.
And how Scriptural is the declaration of the Book of Co=on Prayer
in what is called "The Absolution or Remission of Sins": "He
pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly
believe His holy Gospel."
Christ Church ParsontUje,
ROBERT J. NoYEs, B.D.
58, Prinz Georg Strasse, Diisseldorf.
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"A FAMINE IN THE LAND."
" In the days of famine they shall be satisfied."-PsALM xxxvii. 19.

AT times Amos viii. 11, 12 rings in our heart, and we wonder if that
" famine" will very soon famish us. What say Psalms xxxvii. 19 and
I. 5, however? Do we misread Amos? The prophecy is not that
the preaching of the Word shall fail and cease, or that our Bibles
shall be taken from us, but that there shall be "a famine . . . of
hearir/{J the words of the Lord." The Word will be preached but
not listened to, proclaimed but not heard-there will be less" hearing"
for it as time goes on.
Pleading for the Holy Spirit's, enlightening, let us ponder a few
passages under various heads. May they come with force and deep
meaning, and speak peace to the hearts of some of the Lord's perplexed
and troubled ones, in these latter days.
The Prophecy. "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, that
I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing [not ofpreachir/{J] the words of the Lord" (Amos
viii. 11).
The Command. "Gather My saints together unto Me" (Ps. I. 5).
Not to one special building, not to one particular form of worship,
not to one favourite preacher, but " gather My saints together unt<>
Me,'" is the command.
The Fulfilment. "Unto Him shall the gathering of the people
be"; "Our gathering together unto Him" (Gen. xlix. 10; 2 Thess.
ii. I\.
The Erwouragement. "There shall be a handful of corn [the preached
Word] in the earth upon the top of the mountains" (Ps. lxxii. 16).
This suggests a journey, effort and climbing and self-denial to attain
to it. We must be in real earnest for the truth in these days.
The Promise. "In the days of famine they [" My saints," wh<>
have gathered "together unto Me "] shall be satisfied," not starved.
(Ps. xxxvii. 19.) Why? Because" in this mountain [wherever the
truth is preached] shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people [who
have gathered "together unto Him "] a feast [not a famine] of fat
things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things fnll of marrow, of
wines on the lees well refined." "For in this mountain shall the
hand of the Lord rest" in blessing on His own "saints" who have
gathered "together unto Him," and not gathered together unt<>
false teachers and blind leaders of the blind (Isa. xxvi. 6, 10).
Some of these references have been applied spiritually, though
their primary meaning is otherwise. PEalm lxxii. 16, for instance, may
be considered to have been misapplied. Some think this Messianic
Psalm relates entirely to the glory of Christ's kingdom at a future
period, prophesying great plenty, peace, prosperity, and perfection
on all hands; such" abundance" that even the top of the mountains,
usually perfectly barren, shall "flourish" and produce fruit. Yet
it may also bear the other interpretation in these lukewarm Laodiceall
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days, and be taken by His people as a promise of present blessing.
As the end draws nearer, it will mean more in many ways to " hear the
Word of God." Real labour and self-forgetfulness will be involved;
leaving much, and forsaking worldly advantage may be required to
secure it. It will be emphatically at " the top of the mountains" only
that it can be obtained. Nevertheless, the" handful," enough and
8ufficient, shall always be within reach of those who truly" seek first
the kingdom of God," in the c'oming " famine of hearing."
So may we not take these passages thus connected as a God-given
assurance that those who love and labour and long for the truth
"shall be satisfied" during the "famine" 1 If we are willing at
all costs to " gather together unto Him," we shall never really suffer
hunger for want of spiritual food. It may be that there will be only
" a handful of corn," still it will be ample in His hands for His people's
needs. It must also involve "persecutions"; aye! and leaving
" house or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children,
or lands, for My sake and the Gospel's," "but he shall receive an
hundredfold now in this time."
"All things are yours, and ye are
Christ's, and Christ is God's" (1 Cor. iii. 21, 22)-" houses, and brethren,
and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions ;
and in the world to come eternal life" (Mark x. 29, 30). The" persecutions" from outside h'om t.hose who are not in Christ; the possessions and relations from inside, from those who are one with us in Him.
This gives us two sweet thoughts. The tie in Christ is far far stronger
than the tie of blood. We all know it full well! Our nearest and
dearest may be divided from us by an impassable gulf, while an
absolute stranger may touch our deepest chords and obtain the perfect
fullest echo back. The second thought that we get is that in Christ
we are "brethren and sisters," "gathering together,"-not single,
separated, and isolated, but united "together" as relations in Rim" He setteth the solitary in families." "Who is My mother or My
brethren! . . . whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is My
brother, and My sister, and mother" (Mark iii. 33-35).
It may be, however, that these references come more as comfort
than as light on Amos viii. 11, 12. A flashlight of explanation seems
given in the pathetic words in Jer. v. 30, 31, and Isa. i. 2. "My
people love to have it so"! "My people," My own chosen children,
" love to have it so." Even they are so careless that they" wander"
listlessly " from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they
run to and fro" professing "to seek the words of the Lord." In
reality they are so indifferent and so lifeless that "they shall not find
it," but shall be contented instead with the false teaching and hollow
preaching in the churches and chapels of to·day! How terrible and
yet how true! How many who are really His people will willingly
accept the dry husks of forms and ceremonies and ritual, in the place
of Christ Himself. What a " wandering" about there is-" Samaria "
and" Dan" and" Beersheba," rather than the heavenly Jerusalem;
how much lazy" seeking," what slow weary" running," on the part
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of so many of the Lord's own. There seems little strong real longing
for "the words of the Lord." Oh! for the Spirit's shaking of the
" dry bones" !
What place has the teaching of the Bible in our own life 1 Do we
put it first 1 Do we seek" first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" 1 [Notice the precious context-" all these things "-the
temporal needfuls-" shall be added unto you" (Matt. vi. 31, 34).]
Do we seek it "first" in our ties for life 1 Do we seek it "first"
in our choice of a home 1 Do we seek it "first" in our holiday
changes 1 Aye! and do we seek it " first" in our friendships 1 We
know that we do not, as we ought. Yet how many of us long and
strive to put Him "first" in everything, "that in all things"wishes, words, and ways-" He may have the pre-eminence." May
He strengthen the longing, and increase our love for Himself and His
" words" and His people.
And we may be very sure that this gathering" together unto Him"
will grow more and more definite amongst His own people as His
return draws nearer. The only" I" in Amos viii. 11-14 is well-nigh
as perplexing as the pronouns in Isa. vi. 9, 10, Matt. xiii. 14, and John
xii. 40. We can only take it as the Lord's own chastening of His own
people, without human intervention, for their coldness and deadness
in their desire for" hearing." "Faint" (v. 13) but not die, perhaps
refers to those who are satisfied with less than Himself, but are yet
in Him. In verse 14 we have idolatry even in professing worship,
the one thing which God forbids above all others. "I am a jealous
God," and those who will have the false worship of "Samaria,"
" Dan" and "Beersheba," "shall fall and never rise up again,"
because they desire more than Himself, and are not really in Him at
all, albeit they make much profession.
There is another sad aspect to the question, as suggested by some
passages in Genesis. In chap. xlii. 1, 2 we read, "Jacob saw that
there was corn in Egypt"; "I have heard that there is corn in Egypt" ;
and again in xli. 54; "In all the land of Egypt there was bread."
So we are told to-day! Egypt, that is, the worldly Church, holds out
its attractions to the spiritual Church, and professes to produce
" bread" and" corn" for us. And many, in their folly, believe her!
How often the young and inexperienced say to each other, "I have
heard that there is corn in Egypt," and persuade their companions to
accompany them to ritualistic services. Of the ignorant too, it can
be said, They" saw that there was corn in Egypt"; that is, they find
ample provision offered in forms and fleshly attractions, and in their
ignorance they suppose that it is "corn." The ritualistic church,
with its gorgeous dress and ceremonial worship, appears to be " bread,"
and they eagerly run after and accept it. But alas, it is a downward
process, and has only downward tendencies. "Get you down thither
and buy for us from thence," was J acob's command to his sons. "And
J oseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt" (Gen. xlii.
2, 3). It was also an unsettling process, for it resulted in their removing

416

The Gospel Magazine

to Egypt and living there altogether (chap. xlvi. 6, 7). It was further
an absorbing process. When they went "down" they had great
possessions, but Egypt fiually absorbed them all and became possessed
of their possessions; till at last they had nothing, not even their
"bodies," that they could call their own. Oh! it cost them dear,
that "corn" which they bought from Egypt, yet how many are
paying as dearly to·day! How many are selling themselves, body,
soul, and spirit, into the hands of "priests," believing that they are
buying "corn in Egypt"? There is a famine in the land, indeed!
Let us beware how we aid and abet it, else we too shall suffer in that
threefold way, we too shall find that it is a downward, unsettling, and
absorbing process. These three points well describe the fatal mistake
of those who choose a lifeless religion in the place of vital godliness.
It is "down," even to deadly destruction. For we rapidly lose our
individuality and forget our personal responsibility, if we once get
under the power of Rome. Neither ritual nor the world will feed or
satisfy, and Israelites must not go down into Egypt, either to buy
bread or to settle. There is no unity between Israel and Egypt.
May the Lord Himself show England her danger, and discourage His
Israelites from trading with and dwelling in Egypt. J acob was not
wrong to go down into Egypt, either to buy corn or to make a homeboth were God's own provision for him. But what was right for
J acob is wrong for us.
Let us commit ourselves to His keeping. He will preserve us as
He did the Israelites of old. Albeit they dwelt in Egypt for four
hundred and thirty years, and were evil entreated by the Egyptians
during that time after" another king arose that knew not J oseph,"
yet the nation is still a living nation, and the Jew is found everywhere
to·day. Each individual child of God is just as safe. The Israelite
will live in spite of the famine. He will be kept alive however he
may waste" his substance with riotous living." The prodigal could
not and did not spend his sonship; he was his father's son throughout.
How many of the Lord's children are prodigals! What wonder, then,
seeing how prone we are to stray from safety, that we find the sad
and mourning cry from our God and Father in Isa. i. 2: "I have
nourished and brought up children, and they"-My own children" have rebelled against Me." It is often true as applied to our earthly
parents. Passionately as we love them, how often we have" rebelled
against" them. If true from a human standpoint, how vastly truer
of our rebellion against our gracious heavenly Father. Yet what a
loving appeal and promise He adds in the eighteenth verse of this
chapter; what precious assurances in the twenty·fifth and twentysixth verses. Ab! then, when the gold is wholly refined, when His
" hand" has been "turned" upon us, when He has "according to
pureness" (margin) "purged away" the" dross" and" taken away
all the tin," from among the multitude of His own people as well as
from each one of us individually, then He shall come again Himself
to claim His ready" saints."
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Let us close this meditation with the precious prayer that we plead
by the open graves of our beloved dead: "Beseeching Thee, that it
may please Thee, of Thy gracious goodness, shortly to accomplish the
number of Thine elect, and to hasten Thy kingdom." "Thy kingdom
come." " For Thine is the kingdom."
BriT/on.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

LOVE KNOWN AND BELIEVED.
" We have knawn and believed the love that God hath to us. God IS love ;
and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him."1 JOHN iv. 16.

OF all the points that Satan tries most frequently to attack in the
minds of saints concerning God's revelation of Himself, this stands
pre·eminent, "GOD IS LOVE."
Manifestly it is so, because the cruel
persecutor of God's people knows that if he succeeds in making them
doubt it iu the very smallest degree, he has wiped out their joy and
greatly disturbed their peace; hence it is that we have the muchneeded admonition to keep ourselves in the love of God. That doubtless means that we are never to listen to the arch·deceiver when he
insinuates that any trials or affiictions, however severe, indicate that
we are forgotten or unloved by our gracious heavenly Father. Of
this we need continually to be reminded, lest we judge after the sight
of our eyes and not according to the Divine records.
The LOVE OF GOD is indeed a stupendons theme upon which to
meditate. That God should love sinners so vile, and rebels so defiant
as we were, staggers all human thought and reason, and it is that which
places the religion of the Bible above all other. It is the only religion
that takes to the sinner the message that God loves him. Even nominal Christians continually represent God as loving us only when we
are good. That statement proves of course the spiritual ignorance
of those who make it: ignorance both of the evil of their own nature
and of the Word of God.
"GoD is LOVE!" Surely this is the river, the streams whereof
make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the
Most High. Let us bathe our weary hearts in its cool' depths till we
are lost in its delights.
It is ever best, when dwelling upon any theme meant to do us good,
to draw largely upon the Scriptur.es which tell US about it, so under
the gracious leading of the Holy Spirit we will endeavour to do so now,
and to look at: (I) The characteristics of the love of God; and (11)
The actings of that love.
I. In regard to the first of these points we must note (a) The sovereignty and spontaneity of that love. "Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us" (1 John iv. 10). Ah, that is a statement man by nature is not willing to admit the truth of. How often the
27
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seeker after souls is told, "I always loved God." The word in
Romans viii. is either forgotten or unknown: "The carnal mind is
enmity against God" (v. 7). The love of God has come to us in all
our hateful sinfulness, indeed He has "co=ended it to us, in that
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 8). If the
love of God to us had not been absolutely uninfluenced, how could
He go on loving us; indeed, how could He ever have loved us at all ~
"What was there in me that could merit esteem.
Or give the Creator delight?
'Twas ' Even so, Father.' I ever must sing,
, For 80 it seemed good in Thy sight.'
II

" I will heal their backslidings, I will love them freely," said J ehovah
concerning Israel, and we too are loved for nothing, just because He
WOULD LOVE!

(b) Then again, we are loved with an everlasting love (Jer. xxxi. 3).
In John xvii. the Lord Jesus Christ says to His Father, "Thou hast
loved them as Thou hast loved Me" (v. 23), and in the next verse He
says, "Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world." It is
blessed to know His love will hold out. How sorely we have tried it !
How little response have we given to it!
11

Uninfluenced and eternal,
Unceasing, OD it flows;

Reveal that love to me, Lord,
The balm for all my woes."
Probably most, if not all the Lord's people, imagined when they were
first called by His grace, that they would grow better, but as they go on
learning themselves and realizing how much they try that love, by
coldness and forgetfulness of it, they are glad indeed that it is revealed
as everlasting. Never for a moment does our God cease to love; indeed
He can not, for His love is like Himself, eternal and unending!
(c) The Lord Jesus depicts the Father's love in its immeasurable
character. "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." If we could measure the Gift, we could measure
the love, but that too is impossible, for none but God Himself can
estimate the value of His Son. Just so great as He is in His Father's
eyes, is the love of God to poor sinful man, and in connection with
this thought we have another that should ever appeal to our hearts,
if tempted for a moment to doubt God's love, "He that spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things." It is well too to remember to
what God gave Him! To poverty, toil, rejection, shame, judgment,
desertion, death. It should not be difficult to believe that His people
are loved even as His Son, for when either they or He must be spared,
it is His people, and judgment is meted out to the Son! How wonderful ! God" hath made Him to be sin for us, Who knew no sin ;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him."
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" On such love my soul still ponder,
Love so vast, so full, 80 free;
Say while lost in holy wonder,

Why, 0 Lord, such love to me?
Hallelujah I
Grace shall reign eternally."
(d) The Apostle John tells of the inexpresst1Jle character of the

Divine love, when he says, " Behold, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be· called the sons of God:
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not."
" What manner of love"! John is utterly at a loss to describe it.
To his mind, the marvellous privilege of being made a child of God,
here and now, reveals a little of its vastness and depth, and to the
present privilege he adds the future glory: "It doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we
shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John iii. I, 2).
These things told out the heart of God to the Apostle, and he would
have them ever before the minds of those to whom he wrote, that
they too might experience fullness of joy in the realization of that
love.
(e) The description given in the Song of Solomon, chapter viii. 6, 7,
must surely be of the love of God: "Love is strong as death." How
often this Scripture is misquoted, "Love is stronger than death,"
its full force taken away thereby. Death is invincible and triumphant.
It comes whether men will or no, and takes possession. How many
have fought against it, determined not to be conquered by it, but it
has won the day. Surely it was love strong as death that laid hold of
Saul the persecutor, and transformed him into Paul the Apostle.
Very many of the Lord's people have testified that they never wanted
Him, they were madly bent upon their own destruction; but love
invincible pursued them, slew their enmity, and brought them under
its blessed sway. Dear Mr. Hudson Taylor, in his little book" Union
with Christ," translates the next portion of the verse: "Ardent love
is retentive as the grave, the flashes thereof are flashes of fire, a very
flame of J ehovah." And surely when love conquers it retains.
Nothing can repulse it, nothing can thwart it.
(/) Once more, it is said to be love which "many waters cannot
quench, neither can the floods drown." If the love of God could
have been quenched, surely our base returns would have done it.
But no amount of coldness or indifference damps its ardour. Even
a mother's love can fail, as saith the Lord to His unbelieving people,
"Can a woman forget her sucking child 1 . . . she may, yet will I
not forget thee."
11. And now, beloved saints, let us look for a few moments at the
adings of God's love.
We have already in passing noticed the supreme act of God's love,
its gift of Christ for poor vile sinners. There is something beautiful
beyond expression in the words of the Lord Jesus when describing
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it in-parable: "Having yet therefore ONE SON, His WELL BELOVED,
He sent Him" (Mark xii. 6). Far back in the eternal ages He was
J ehovah's " delight" (Prov. viii. 30). Yet He gave Him, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Heaven itself must be emptied to manifest the Father's love; and
what it cost the heart of God to pour out upon Him all the judgment
and wrath His people deserved, man can never know.
"The cross explains the state of ma.n with God,
The cross reveals the mind of God to man;
There mercy, truth, and righteousness, with peace,

Met in one pure embrace. The whole of God
Was manifested in that awful scene,
Brighter than heaven had seen Him shine before,
Stronger than huma.n intellect could bear,
And yet so plain that man must read it, LOVE I "
God gave Him, says the Apostle John, "that we might live
through Him," "to be the propitiation for our sins," and that we
might" have boldness in the day of judgment: because as HE is,
so are we in this world" (1 John iv. 9, 10, 17). He gave Him in order
that we might have a place in His family here and now, and be like
Christ when He shall appear. It is also said He hath loved us and
given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace. Well
might the Apostle Paul pray for the Thessalonian believers, "The
Lord direct (or pilot) your hearts into the love of God" (2 Thess. iii. 5).
It is even as we read in J oel: "The Lord shall be the harbour, or
place of repair, of His people" (chap. iii. 16, margin) ; for the haven
of our souls is Himself, and Himself is LOVE.
No wonder that the same Apostle prayed for the Ephesian saints:
"That ye, being rooted and grounded in LOVE, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height; . and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge,
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God." Beloved, if we
would grow, and certainly if we would be stable, we must get fast hold
of the love of God. "Rooted" in it as a tree and" grounded" on
it as the foundation. It is said the more the storms sweep over the
trees the firmer grip the roots get of the soil, and the deeper they
strike downward. May it be ours never to let go the LOVE of God.
Satan may and will take bits of our life's experience and say, " Does
that look like love!" Let us not heed him. "Resist the devil and he
will flee from you." Weary, suffering saint, say to thyself, again
and again, even in thy darkest hours, .. HE loves me. He loved me so
much as to give Christ to die for me, how can He withhold aught that
is good, or send me aught that is evil! Every bit of chastening and
discipline is proof of His fatherly affection, as it is written: 'Whom
the Lord LOVETH, He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He'
receiveth.''' Let us not faint under the chastening or even the
scourging. He has an end in view in every trial, and some purpose
to effect by every pain. The trial of our faith is much more precious
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to Him than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried by fire; and we
may count it a privilege to be put into circumstances where we can
thus glorify Him. It is but" for a season" and only" if need be" that
we are in heaviness; therefore let us stay our hearts upon Him, for
" His wisdom is perfect, supreme is His power," and both are engaged
to secure our perfect good.
U

Yet a season, and we know

Happy entrance shall be given,
All our sorrows left below,

And earth exchanged for heaven."
And One moment in the glory of His unclouded presence will make
amends for all our toils down here. There we shall know and enjoy
that matchless love to the full, and adore for eVermore. Therefore
be it ours now not to struggle to get quickly out of the furnace, not
indeed to say, "Father, save me from this hour," but rather, like our
beloved Lord, even though it means going to the cross, "Father,
glorify Thy name."
Folkestone.
K. B.

"COME AND SEE."
IN the first chapter of St. John's Gospel We find several very beautiful
and suggestive accounts of the doings and sayings of Jesus, His
disciples, and His forerunner, John the Baptist. The very simple and
sweet account of the two disciples in verse 37 is very full. "They
heard him [John the Baptist] speak, and they followed Jesus. Then
Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What
seek ye 1 They said unto Him, "Rabbi, where dwellest Thou 1 "
Whether this was curiosity or whether it was the simple wish to consult
Him at some future time and to know where He might be found, we
know not; but we do know His most gracious answer, "Come and
see." And is not this kindly sweet bidding addressed to us now in
many varied circumstances and at many seasons-" Come and see" 1
The result of seeing will always be satisfaction. We read that in
this instance the disciples found it so, for" they came and saw where
He dwelt, and abode with Him that day." Yes, and for all time and
eternity afterwards. They became His disciples-Andrew, and as is
generally supposed St. John, the inspired writer of the Gospel. They
came and saw and were so satisfied that they abode.
We read in Ps. x=iv. 8 somethip.g of this seeing: "0 taste and see
that the Lord is good." Hearing is not touch, not appropriation,
but tasting is assimilation and thus satisfaction, for we see then how
good the Lord is; good in all His ways, in all His dealings, in all His
words. We shall understand by the Holy Spirit His goodness.
I dare say, dear reader, you have noticed the closing words of Ps.
cvii. After the recital of incidents in the pilgrim travel: the leading
by the right way of the redeemed people of God; the deliverances
of the captives, of those in bodily sicknesses, of those on deep seas,
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from various afllictions, the Psalmist concludes thus: "Whoso is wise,
and will observe." The word "observe" implies pondering whilst seeing,
attentively taking notice. "Whoso is wise, and will observe these
things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the Lord,"
and thus see "how good the Lord is." Pondering His ways, we see
more and more how blessedly perfect He is in all His doings.
Oh! it is strange, passing strange, that all do not see and praise
Him for His goodness; but until He open the eyes, the natural man
is blind, and can not see, can not taste, can not understand, for he is
" dead in trespasses and sins." What cause then for abundant thanksgiving when the eyes of the spiritual understanding are opened,
and we are enabled by the quickening enlightening power of the Holy
Spirit to taste and see, to " come and see." Taste, dear reader, and
your language will be that of the Bride in the Song of Solomon: "I
sat down under His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was
sweet to my taste." "His fruit." AIl the salvation, the justification,
the sanctification, the glorification, all His fruit, derived from Him
and therefore sweet. Love delights to give, but love also values
that most which is from the heart of the Beloved, the deed and wish
of Himself. "Sweet to my taste"; "Taste and see tbat the Lord
¥J good." But the believer is bidden not merely to taste but to drink:
"Drink, yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved." And the more deeply
we drink the more we see how good the Lord is. We know too that
however much we see here will be only tasting as it were, in comparison
with the full, full draught above; that
U

The streams on earth I've tasted,

More deep I'll drink above.
rrhere to an ocean fullness

His mercy doth expand."
" Come and see"; "Come, see the place where the Lord lay "the grave wherein His precious crucified body had reposed. He
died for us, died for our BinS, died as our Substitute. He hallowed
the grave with His presence, and from it issued the sweetest assurances
to confirm the faith of the believer and to comfort the loving mourner,
for He "rose again"; "rose again for our justification"; rose again to
evidence His Father's acceptance of His sacrifice, and rose again to
manifest the everlasting life of the redeemed and to proclaim their
resurrection from death and the grave, as their Forerunner. The
majestic assertion on the way to the grave of Lazarus, "I am the
resurrection and the life," was here verified in all ita completeness.
He was conqueror over death and the grave. " Now is Christ risen
from the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that slept." "In
Christ shall all be made alive." "In my flesh shall I see God." The
prophetic utterance has come down through all the ages, gilding the
clouds of apprehension and pain and bereavement. "In my flesh"
~this body-" shall I see God." "Come, see the place where the
Lord lay "-not the dead crucified body, but the place where He that
liveth and was dead was laid-the Lord of life, the conqueror of death
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and all its causes and consequences, Who took away the sting and in
His own person took away all blame and curse, "Blotting out the
_ hand·writing of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary
to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross." "Come, see
the place where the Lord lay," where He was triumphant for us, and
in Whom we too are and shall be conquerors.
"Come and see." "We would see Jesus" was the language of
the Greeks on one occasion, probably out of curiosity; but in a far
deeper sense is it the constant heart·longing of His redeemed ones.
" We would see Jesus" in all His preciousness and loveliness. "We
would see Jesus" atoning for our sins. "We would see Jesus"
delivering us from the evil one. "We would see Jesus" victorious
over death and the grave. "We would see Jesus" interceding for
us above. And" we would see Jesus" in glory, nevermore to grieve
Him, but to be with Him in the fullness of joy of His presence, fault·
lessly standing before Him. "We would see Jesus" in all our surround·
ings, behold His providence in all circumstances. "We would see
Jesus" in the wakeful hours of night, in the coming dawn of day.
in the cares and shadows, in the joys and sunshine; at all times and
in all ways" we would see Jesus," and seeing Him abide in Him and
dwell with Him always.
Well, dear reader, this heart craving we gladly know is reciprocated.
" 0 my dove," He says to you, "let Me see thy countenance, let Me
hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely."
Yes, comely and "all fair," because He Himself has beautified it.
He loves to see His own work and so "thy countenance is comely."
During the closing days before His crucifixion He said, "I will see
you again, and your heart shall rejoice." Our hearts will verily be
full of joy when He sees us again, we know that; but He added,
" Your joy no man taketh from you." It will be a joy that will
outlive all the vicissitude. of life and death itself, and be the everlasting delight of glory in the life of the world to come.
Once more: "They shall see His face, and His name shall be
in their foreheads." We shall gaze on the well-known well-loved
Saviour, the Lamb of God, and see His face in which are all light and
love as He looks upon us. He will see His name on His own purchase,
and He Himself will be satisfied and rejoice.
It will not be long, not very long, dear child of God-unless He
come to earth very soon to gather together His saints in the air-to
the time when He will whisper to each of us-writer and readers"Come, come and see." We live in faith here, and" faith is the
substance~of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." We
see not yet, but then, when faith shall merge in sight, He will touch
us gently and say, " Come and see." And when we see Him as He is,
and all He has prepared for us, we shall say, "It was a true report
. . . howbeit . . . the half was not told me." We shall" sit down
with great delight" under the banner of love-His love-and in His
presence, where there is fullness of joy for evermore.
NETTlE.
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"A TIME OF LOVE."
" He brought me to the banqueting house, and His banner over me
was love."-SONG OF SOLOMON ii. 4.
" My beloved i.s white and ruddy, the chie/est among ten thousand. " SONG OF SOLOMON V. 10.
DEAR Richard Baxter, " The Reformed Pastor," who has long gone
to the" Saints' Everlasting Rest," testified that every year and hour
of his life was to him a time of love. He wrote as follows :" Every place I have lived in has its monuments of His Divine love.
Every year and hour of my life has been a time of love. Every friend,
neighbour, and even enemy, have been the instruments and messengers
of love. Every state and change of my life, notwithstanding my sin,
have opened to me the treasures and mysteries of love. And shall
I doubt whether the same God loves me ~ Is He the God of the hills,
and not of the valleys ~ Did He love me in my youth and health,
and will He not also love me in my age and pain and sickness ~ Did
He love all the saints better in their life than at their death ~ My
groans grieve my friends, but abate not their love. God loved me
when I was His enemy, to make me a friend. God will finish His own
work. Oh, the multitude of mercies to my soul and body, in peace
and war, in youth and age, to myself and friends! Have I lived in
the experience of the love of God to me, and shall I die doubting of it ~
I am not much in doubt of the truth of my love to Him. I love His Word,
works, and ways, and would fain be nearer to Him, and love Him more,
and loathe myself for loving Him no better. Peter may more confidently say, "Thou knowest that I love Thee," than I know that Thou
lovest me; because our knowledge of God's great love is less than
His knowledge of our little love; and without the knowledge of our
love to God, we can never be sure of His special love to us. I am not
entirely a stranger to myself. I know for what I have lived and
laboured, and Whom I have desired to pleaae. The" God Whose I am,
and Whom I serve," hath loved me in my youth, and will love me in
my aged weakness. My pains seem grievous; but love chooses them,
uses them for my good, moderates them, and will shortly end them.
Why, then, should I doubt of my Father's love ~ Shall pain or dying
make me doubt ~ Did God never love any but Eiloch and Elijah ~
And what am I better than my fathers ~ Oh, for a clearer, stronger
faith, to show me the world that excels this, more than this excels the
womb that conceived me! Then I should not fear my third birthday,
for any pangs that precede it. lIfethinks Daniel's title, "A man
greatly beloved," should be enough to make one joyfully love and
trust God, both in life and death. And have not all the saints that
title in their degrees ~ What else signifies their mark, "Holiness
to the Lord" ~ It is but our separation to God as His peculiar,
beloved people. And how are we separated but by mutual love ~ "
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Reader, I beseech thee, as ever thou believest that thou must shortly
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die, retire from the crowd and noise of worldly vanity and vexation.
Oh, bethink thee, how little a while thou must be here, and have use for
honour, and favour, and wealth; and what it is for asoul to pass into
heaven or hell, and to dwell among angels or devils for ever; and how
men should live, and watch, and pray, that are near to such a change
as this. Should I care what men call me (by tongue or pen), should
I care whether I live at liberty or in prison, when I am ready to die,
and have matters of infinite moment before me to take me up 1
Honour or dishonour, liberty or prison, are words of no sound or signification, scarce to be heard or taken notice of, to one of us that are just
passing to God, and to everlasting life. The Lord have mercy upon
the distracted world! Oh, study, and preach, and hear, and pray, and
live, and use your brethren that differ from you in some opinions, as
you would do if you were going to receive your doom, and as will then be
most acceptable to your Lord! It is unspeakably terrible to die
without a confidence that Christ will receive us; and little knows the
graceless world what sincerity and simplicity in holiness are necessary
to the soundness of such a confidence.
Let those that know not that they must die, or know of no life
hereafter, hold on their chase of a feather, till they find what they
lost their lives, and souls, and labour for. But if thou be a Christian,
remember what is thy work: thou will not need the favour of man, nor
worldly wealth, to prevail with Christ to receive thy spirit. Oh, learn
thy last work before thou art put upon the doing of it! The world of
spirits, to which we are passing, doth better know than this world of
~fle8hly darkened sinners, the great difference between the death of a
heavenly believer and of an earthly sensualist. Believe it, it is a
thing possible to get that apprehension of the love of Christ, that
confidence of His receiving us, and such familiar pleasant thoughts
of our entertainment by Him, as shall much overcome the fears of death,
and make it a welcome day to us when we shall be admitted into the
celestial society; and the difference between one man's death and
another's, dependeth on the difference between heart and heart, life
and life, preparation and unpreparedness. How may so happy a
preparation be made 1
Follow the flattering world no further; come off from all expectation of felicity below; enjoy nothing under the sun, but only use it
in order to your enjoyment of the real, sure delight; take heed of
being too much pleased in the creature. Have you houses, and lands,
and offices, and honours, and friends, that are very pleasing to you 1
Take heed, for that is the killing snare! Shut your eyes, and wink
them all into nothing; and cast by your contrivances, and cares,
and fears, and remember you have another work to do. Live in
communion with a suffering Christ; study well the whole life and
nature of His sufferings, and the reason of them; and think how
desirable it is to be conformed to Him. Thus, look to Jesus, That for
the joy that was set before Him, despised the 3hame, endured the
cross, and the contradiction of sinners against Himself.
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It is recorded of Richard Baxter that no man ever began to preach
with feelings of deeper solemnity and intenser earnestness thau those
with which, at the age of twenty-three, he first ascended the pulpita solemnity and earnestuess which knew no intermission nor abatement till the last hour of his life, and which, during a long period of
trouble and persecution, left his name pre-eminent. He was hardly
grown up when his health began to show signs of weakness, and for
two years he was thought to be dying of consumption; he, however,
lived for six years beyond the threescore and ten. During this long
period he scarcely knew a day of good health, and his body was often
racked with excruciating pain; yet, with the abiding recollection
"The Lord is at haud," he writes: "Every year and hour of ·my
life has been a time of love." So intent was he on his beloved studies,
that no Englishman of that century has left behind him such memorials
of industry. It is doubtful even up to the present day, apart from
the Bible, the "Pilgrim's Progress," and the Sermons of the late
:Mr. Spurgeon, if the works of any other of the old divines appeared
in so many languages as did the works of Richard Baxter; specially
his first and best book, that book known and valued by the Christian
world, "The Saints' Everlasting Rest: or, A Treatise of the Blessed
State of the Saints in their Enjoyment of God in Glory." In his
autobiography he tells us, " When I was weakened with great bleeding,
and left solitary in my chamber at Sir John Cooke's, in Derbyshire,
without any acquaintance but my servant, and was sentenced to
death by the physicians, I began to contemplate more seriously on
the everlasting rest which I apprehended myself to be just on the
borders of. And that my thoughts might not too much scatter in
my meditation, I began to write something on that subject, intending
but the quantity of a sermon or two; but being continued long in
weakness, where I had no books nor better employment, I followed
it on till it was enlarged to the book in which it is published."
The following is a short extract from it.
" ASPIRATION_

" 0 my soul, look above this world of sorrow! Hast thou so long
felt the smarting rod of affliction, and no better understanding its
meaning 1 Is not its voice like that to Elijah, 'What doest thou
here l' Dost thon forget thy Lord's prediction, 'In the world ye
shall have tribulation, in J\'Ie ye may have peace' 1 Ab! my dear
Lord, I feel Thy meaning; it is written in my flesh, engraved in my
bones. My heart Thou aimest at; Thy rod drives, Thy silken cord
of love draws; and all to briug it to Thyself. Lord, can such a heart
be worth Thy having 1 Make it worthy, and then it is Thine; take
it to Thyself, and thus take me. This clod hath life to stir, but not
to rise. As the feeble child to the tender mother, it looketh up to
Thee, and stretcheth out the hands, and fain would have Thee take
it up. Though I can not say, 'My soul lougeth after Thee'; yet I
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long for such a heart. 'The spirit is willing, the flesh is weak.' My
spirit cries, ' Let Thy kingdom come,' or let me come to Thy kingdom;
but the flesh is afraid Thou shouldest hear my prayer, and take me
at my word. 0 blessed be Thy grace! which makes use of my corruptions to kill themselves; for I fear my fears, and sorrow for my
sorrows, and long for the greater longings; and thus the painful
means of attaining my desires increase. my weariness, and that makes
me groan to be at rest.
"Indeed, Lord, my soul itself is in a strait, and what to choose
I know not; but Thou knowest what to give: 'To depart and be
with Thee is far better'; but to abide in the flesh seems needful.
Thou knowest I am not weary of Thy work, but of sorrow and sin;
I am willing to stay while Thou wilt employ me, and despatch the
work Thou hast put into my hands; but, I beseech Thee, stay no
longer when this is done; and while I must be here, let me be still
amending and ascending; make me still better, and take me at the
best. . . . What interest hath this empty world in me ~ and what
is there in it that may seem so lovely, as to entice my desires from
my God, or make me loth to come away! Methinks, when I look
upon it with a deliberate eye, it is a howling wilderness, and too many
of its inhabitants are untamed monsters: I can view all its beauty
as deformity; and drown all its pleasures in a few penitent tears;
or the wind of a sigh will scatter them away. Oh, let not this flesh
so seduce my soul, as to make it prefer this weary life before the joys
that are about Thy throne! And though death itself' be unwelcome to nature, yet let Thy grace make Thy glory appear to me
~o desirable, that the King of Terrors may be the messenger of my
JOY·
" 0 my Saviour, hasten the time of Thy return; 'send forth Thy
angels,' and let that dreadful, joyful trumpet sound! Delay not,
lest the living give up their hopes; delay not, lest earth should grow
like hell, and Thy Church, by division, be all crumbled to dust. . . .
Oh, hasten that great resurrection-day, when Thy command shall
go forth, and none shall disobey! When' the sea and the earth
shall yield up their hostages, and all that sleep in the grave shall
awake, and the dead in Christ shall rise first'; when the seed which
Thou sowest corruptible shall come forth incorruptible! and graves
that received rottenness and dust shall return Thee glorious stars
and suns! Therefore dare I lay down my carcass in the dust, entrusting it, not to a grave, but to Thee; and therefore my flesh shall rest
in hope, till Thou shalt raise it to the possession of everlasting rest.
Return, 0 Lord, how long ~ Oh, let Thy kingdom come! Thy
desolate bride saith, Come! for Thy Spirit within her saith, Come!
. . . But, 0 Thou merciful Father of spirits, the attractive of love,
and ocean of delights, draw up these drowsy hearts unto Thyself,
and keep them there till they are spiritualized and refined; and
strengthen Thy servant's weak endeavours, and persuade those that read
these lines to the practice of this delightful, .heavenly work! Oh,
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suffer not the soul of Thy most unworthy servant to be a stranger to
those joys which he describes to others; but keep me, while I remain
on earth, in daily breathings after Thee, and in a believing, affectionate
walking with Thee! And when Thou comest, let me be found so
doing; not serving my flesh, nor asleep with my lamp unfurnished;
but waiting and longing for my Lord's return! Let those who shall
read these heavenly directions, not merely read the fruit of my studies,
but the breathing of my active hope and love; that if my heart were
open to their view, they might there read the same most deeply
engraven with a beam from the face of the Son of God; and not find
vanity, or lust, or pride within, when the words of life appear without;
that so these lines may not witness against me; but, proceeding from
the heart of the writer, may be effectual, through thy grace, upon the
heart of the reader, and so be the savour of life to both! Amen."
Parkside, lIaddington, N.B.
J. G.
"THERE WAS AN ENLARGING."
IT may be that when we read of J abez, how" God granted him that
which he requested," blessed him indeed, enlarged his coast, gave
His hand to be with him, kept him from evil that it might not grieve
him-it may be that we think of the dear good man following his
daily calling in unruffled peace; conscious, and delighting in it, that
God was on his side, loving, caring, helping. He would have sweet
and marked interpositions of providence on his behalf; his enemies
would be " found liars" to him; "in holy contemplation" his gracious
soul would be set upon the work and triumph of his promised coming
Redeemer, and the world would take knowledge that he was of the
seed which the Lord had favoured. Oh, the blessedness of it! To look
back to a sure foundation, to look round on an immovable Rock, to
look forward to glory's completion. It may be that we think of him
thus: through the" noise of the waves, and the tumult of the people"
delighting himself in the abundance of peace. Was the answer only
so 1
"0 ye Corinthians," said Paul, "our mouth is open unto you, our
heart is enlarged. Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened
in your own bowels . . . I speak as unto my children, be ye also
enlarged "-enter upon that unspeakable possession which is in a
knowledge of Jesus, sin removed and Satan overcome; drink into
the love that passes knowledge; live in the peace that passes understanding, as the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty. The
"beggarly elements of time and sense," the "light afflictious" are
but for a moment. The Day of the Lord hastens, and there shall be
no more sin or care or poverty or pain. Did the Lord not promise
greater things 1 Did He not mention "many things" as yet un·
spoken 1 Did He not in prophecy command His Church to "en·
large the place of thy tent"! Surely He did, and the very command
was promise that performance was with Him and sure.
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But" I am shut up," said Jeremiah, " I can not come forth" : it is not
now my view of what He is, of what He has, of what He does, but it is
"the troubles of my heart" that are enlarged. "I go forward, but He
is not there; and backward, but I cannot perceive Him: on the left
hand, where He doth work, but I cannot behold Him: He hideth
Himself on the right hand, that I cannot see Him." Is there no
enlarging here 1 Is there not in these deep, long, oft-repeated, or
surprisingly new exercises, a learning to pray, to pray more earnestly 1
Is there not a strengthening of hope till it amounts to confidence 1
Is there not an increase of faith in the God Who " hides the purpose of
His grace to make it better known" 1 Would the Lord have chosen
for the beloved of His heart, whom "He does not affiict willingly,"
would He so universally have appointed a "path of sorrow" had
there been one other in which He would walk with His family, manifesting Himself a God of grace and mercy 1 Would He speak against
that pleasant child Ephraim, were it not to impart a knowledge that
is "hid from the wise and prudent" 1 And so the Spirit-taught
David while he might pray, "0 bring me out of my distresses," knew
with double meaning" Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress"
(Ps. iv. 1).
" There was an enlarging," it says in Ezekiel xli. 7. J acob thought
so when he recrossed Jordan with his" two bands." His seed thought
so when the priests' feet were dipped in the brim of those same waters
and they divided to let the ransomed of the Lord pass over. Perhaps
Jael, trusting in God and blessed above women, thought so, whenmore accustomed to butter and milk-" she put her hand to the nail,
and her right hand to the workmen's hammer." Gideon proved it
when brought to the end of his own strength; and Paul knew it too,
though" weakness and fear and much trembling" were no more congenial to the chiefest Apostle than to the least saint.
FOLLOWER-ON.
ON PSALM CXXXIII.
By THE LATE REV. BERNARD GILPIN, M.A.

HERE David beholds, and calls upon us to behold with him, a goodly
sight: "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity!" Even natural love, the love of dear
relations, the love of man for man, as "made of one blood," as far
as such love surpasses malice, carnal enmity, or reckless selfishness,
is both good and pleasant. But there is another kind of love, even
the Divine charity extolled in 1 Cor. xiii., which exceeds all other
love. Behold the great Messiah of God, Who says, " I will declare
Thy name unto My brethren "-Who says to His Father, "I in them,
and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one"; how good
and how pleasant it is to behold this sight by faith! Here is not only
a natural union, but an eternal and unchangeable UNITY. And to
what cau this unity be compared 1 " It is like the precions ointment
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upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard:
that went down to the skirts of his garments." Here an image is
presented to David's mind, of Aaron, the chosen type of Christ, in
his priestly robes, anointed with the holy anointing oil. The name
Christ means the Anointed; the name Messiah, by which He was
known to the Old Testament saints, also means the Anointed. The
true anointing is the grace and power of the Holy Ghost; and according
to the image presented to the Psalmist's mind, this anointing (itself
the blessing which all believers long for) descends for their benefit,
even to the very skirts of His clothing. Let all who are brought low
at His feet, touch the border of His garment, for virtue will flow forth
from it, for the healing of all their diseases. The holy anointing oil,
used in the service of the Jewish sanctuary, was typical of this holy
grace and love. Who can doubt it that enters with reverence into
the Lord's words respecting it, in the book of Exodus (chap. xxx.
23-25, 32, 33) 1 "Take thou unto thee principal spices, of pure
myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half as much
. . . and of oil olive an hin; and thou shalt make it an oil of holy
ointment, an ointment compound . . . upon man's flesh shall it not
be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it ... it is holy,
and it shall be holy unto you. Whosoever compoundeth any like
it, or whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even be
cut off from his people."
The peculiar solemnity of these words leads us at once to see that we
must look deeper thap. the letter. Who can describe or imitate the composition of that holy anointing, called in Scriptme " The comfort of the
Holy Ghost" 1 What a compound it is, of sweet with bitter, cinnamon
with myrrh, softening and refreshing the heart, and indeed, making
the face to shine. Who can set forth the sweetness of the eternal
love of the Father, and of the Son, flowing upon His people through
the promised gift of the Holy Ghost 1 Who can dare to think of
this holy anointing without reverence 1 Who can dare to confound
this love with the mere natural affection of love, and so, pour it upon
man's flesh, or put any of it upon a stranger 1 Is it not the Lord's
peculiar gift, whereby He quickens and revives the spirit of all the
members of His mystical body 1
Then David turns to another image, and his words, most naturally
translated, may be read thus: "As the dew of Hermon, so is this, that
descendeth upon the mountains of Zion." That is, as the dews of
Mount Hermon are most reviving and fertilizing, so is this spiritual
dew, descending on the Church of God. There is no fruitfulness
towards God, except where this love reigns, and the faith which works
by it. Yes, in the Church of God, and there only, is this dew felt and
enjoyed; "for there," adds David, "the Lord commanded the
blessing, even life for evermore." The words "commanded the
blessing" lead us at once to look to the power of God, not to the
wisdom or will-worship of man. And lest any should imagine that
.the Lord may give this blessing, and then take it away again, therefore
he adds, "It is ETERNAL life."
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THE WILLIAM HUNTINGTON CENTENARY.'
By the time the July number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE comes into
the hands of its readers, one hundred years will have run their course
since it pleased J ehovah, the God of the whole earth, to take unto
Himself the redeemed soul of William Huntington, S.S., to behold
the glory of Christ and to be with Him for ever.
Surely a fulfilment of the words in Hannah's song and of the 113th
Psalm was found in God's dealings with Mr. Huntington, for in his
early days he was" poor" and "raised up out of the dust," and
"as a beggar" he was indeed lifted out of "the dung hill," and set
" among princes," such as have been eminent in the ministry of the
everlasting Gospel. It was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous
in our eyes. God gave him a gift, yea, a gift with grace, and it made
room for him, it constituted him an able minister of the New Testament.
We give him no more than his due when we affirm that his God-given
ministry was a God-honoured ministry, a ministry owned of God in
the conversion and building up of many who were elect of God and
redeemed from among men, who will be found to be his crown and
rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus.
What a diligent labourer in Word and in doctrine he was, his works
circulating among us to this day attest. Where are the names and
writings of many who had their title from men and their name among
men in their day and generation, as contrasted with him? Where
indeed! As Cowper asserts: "Dark oblivion hath engulfed them all."
The generation whose eyes were, as one of old, "lifted up," who had
their day and in it their sneer of contempt and scorn for the honest
coal-heaver, are now, as to their remembrance, " silent in darkness,"
whereas the despised Mr. Huntington is to·day fresh, living, and green
in the venerated esteem of many who walk the streets of our cities,
or muse on the years that are past in our country places.
It is the decree of God, and Satan with all his malice and by all
his instruments can not undo what God has done or said. ," The
righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance" (Ps. cxii. 6). Nor
shall it ever be known in time all the Lord hath been pleased to do
by Mr. Huntington's testimony in his writings, in which, being dead,
he yet speaketh to us the things of the Spirit. Some of these writings
came, by the providence of God, into the hand of the writer forty-two
years ago, at a time when his mind was much exercised in the Arminian
controversy; they were the "Bank of Faith," "The Kingdom of
Heaven," and" The Naked Bow of God"; and he can truly say
this day before God and His people, that as water to a thirsty soul,
so were they to him. Dr. Hawker's and Joseph Irons' sermons,
Mr. James Haldane on Particular Redemption; and Mr. Huntington's
little books were indeed" apples of gold in pictures of silver." These
silent, but by the Lord's blessing attending the reading of them,
efficacious messengers, reached' him in his native Scotland, and when
forty years ago' he left for England, it was but to know more of Mr.
Huntington's marvellous personality by a further knowledge of, and
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increasing admiration and 'esteem for, his memory. Acquaintance,
even, was made with some who had known Mr. Huntington in the
flesh, as the old barber of Cranbrook, in 1886. "Oh, yes," said he
on our inquiry, "I knew Mr. Huntingtou, and think I see him now,
with his silk stockings and silver buckles going up by Angley Wood."
In the delightful account he gives in his" Bank of Faith," of the
dead partridge he found on the garden walk, which fumished a meal
for his little one, and his comment ou his master's remark that the
male birds often fought with and killed each other, the which secoud
cause he quickly traced to a higher source, uamely, that" Heaven
, proclaimed that battle between these plumed warriors that his little
one might be fed," we found a lovely illustration of the doctrine of
our text when preaching at Nateby seven years ago: "Who rideth
upon the heaven in thy help, and in His exeellency on the sky"
(Deut. xxxiii. 26).
I observe by the advertisement in the current number of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE that a new edition of the" Bank of Faith" is being brought
out. May it have a wide circulation. I have had inquiries for Mr.
Huntingtou's sermon, "The Funeral of Arminianism," and was sorry
I could not lay my hand on it in a separate form. Might I suggest
the needs-be for it in a day of such abounding Arminiauism as is this.
Mr. Huntington's life-long zeal and disinterestedness in the cause
of God and Truth are at once a noble example to, and a solemn rebuke
of, many in the work of the ministry. Ab! well may we hide our
diminished heads and cry to the Lord to show unto us mercies and
forgivenesses.
With regard to the epitaph on his tombstone at Lewes, what an
emphasis is put upon it by the dreadful and almost universal departure
from the foundation doctrines of the Yea and Amen Gospel in the
great metropolis to-day!
Mr. Huntington's esteem of the persons and ministry of Mr. Romaine
and Mr. Toplady is well attested in his remark: "i'tir. Romaine and
Mr. Toplady and all our great men tell us we can do nothing,"
Birkenhead.
G. A.
TOUR IN THE HOLY LAND.
By THE LATE REV. CHARLES B. SNEPP, LL.M., VICAR OF PERRY BARR,
BIRMINGHAM.
(Continued trom page 369.)
Thursday, December 7th. Started after family prayers, very early;
and as I rode along the side of the mountain, I thought of home, and
dear ones there, and enjoyed the sweet privilege of communion with
the Lord in private prayer, delighting to pour out the heart in fervent
supplicatioI\. upon many important home matters, and for my beloved
people and parish. The morning was very bright and beautiful, the
dew sparkling in the sun rays; and suddenly as we rounded the corner
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we came upon a somewhat modern village on the hill; and we heard
voices of young children coming forth, not to greet but to curse the
Christians (as we found from our interpreter), for they seem taught to
hate us; singularly enough, this seems to be near the very spot where
the children came out to curse the prophet Elisha, "Go up, thou bald
head, go." But God blessed him, and brought the curse to none
effect. We journeyed on across the plain until at length we reached
and ascended the far-famed hill of Shiloh. Here the tabernacle of
Moses was set up by Joshua, and tarried for some centuries; here too
God proclaimed His great Name; here too many memorable events··
took place. Here the Land of Promise was divided by lot to the
several tribes; here too Eli exercised his office, and Samuel was presented to the Lord by loving parents, and became initiated in the holy
work he afterwards undertook. Many events of great moment happened here (please look them all out), till at length from hence the ark
was taken by the Philistines; and Eli fell back, and broke his neck,
as he heard the solemn news of God's anger and judgments upon His
people.
We lunched here under the shade of a great terebinth tree, the
second of this kind we have seen. The tree itself (the terebinth tree)
was probably more than a thousand years old, the roots shooting
forth, again and again, new formations for its future trunk. Close to
this we observed a Roman temple, built in all probability upon the
very spot where the tabernacle was pitched by Joshua. It is worthy
of remark this is the only large plateau in the midst of these mountains
where there was room for so large an enclosure; and as its eastern
and western position are specially noted in the Bible, we could readily
imagine the various parts and different aspects of this truly wonderful
tabernacle. The very Romans wished to perpetuate it by erecting
their own temple on this same spot; while the ruins and desolations
all around told unmistakably of the Divine judgments and wrath upon
Israel. Curiously enough, there are unmistakable evidences; for
this Roman temple is built with the debris of ancient stones, and some
of them manifestly Jewish, as seen by the peculiar bevel they possess,
which always points out Jewish work; and any traveller may soon
learn to notify this from the rough centre of these stones, together
with their bevelled edges.
During lunch I ascertained the following remarkable particulars
concerning the condition of the peasantry or farm labourers. Their
pay is only about 248. a year, together with their bread and olives for
the year, worth about 60s. more; thus making a total of about four
guineas a year for all their work! There was a handsome-looking
labourer with his little boy, viewing us intently as we lunched. So I
offered some of our provisions, for my heart W11S drawn to the little
child, who seemed so confidingly trusting his parent. Our dragoman
informed us the wives build the houses, all of which are of mud and
stone, and make all the furniture, including mats, beds, carpets, and
granaries, fetch wood and water, and feed the cattle-while the man
only ploughs or reaps. The women also do the marketing.
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In marriage a man purchases his wife for about £40; half the money
goes to her father, and half to herself; while a poor woman of the
village is estimated at only 48s. Oh, what a contrast to our own highly
favoured land, and to the privileges we enjoy! Thanks be to God for
the elevating and ennobling influences of His glorious Gospel!
But to return. In every village there is a room called the madhaf,
which is a guest-room for the stranger; and no matter whether rich
or poor, all may be fed and lodged there for one night. The food is
given to these strangers, and all the villagers are expected to supply
it in turn. The Chief of the village enforces this; and in every village
a servant is paid by the whole of the villagers to attend to the guests;
and the servant is called Natoor, or " watchman," for the night and
day through the year, and he must bring food both for man and horse.
In this same spirit and on this principle our blessed Lord sent His
disciples to the guest-chamber, to make ready the Passover! (See
Mark xiv. 14.) How remarkably this illustrates and explains holy
Scripture. And it is very interesting to gather up from such an intelligent and well-read man as our dragoman, authentic statements of the
manners and customs of the people. Then, as regards "births," he
further informed me in the case of a male child a sheep is killed, and a
vow made, and rejoicings for three days for the firstborn; but should
it happen to be a female child, they wail for many days, and the father
sometimes in anger is ready to cut her off. Many other matters of the
native peasantry were told me, but this will suffice to show their
character. While we were finishing our lunch we were entertained
with an Arab song.
Shortly we started off again, and ere long the mountains of Ebal
and Gerizim, in all their solemn grandeur, rise before our view! The
clouds had gathered in threatening aspect, but shortly they were
lifted higher, and as it were in answer to prayer they passed over the
mountains without rain, and our spirits were elated with joy and
gratitude.
And now the beautiful olive grounds again appear, and on the other
side a somewhat pretty square of fig trees, enclosed by garden walls,
attracted my attention; and after a very rocky and difficult descent
we reached the fertile plains of Makhna. But we are drawing nearer
to the great Ebal and Gerizim, and find it quite possible for voices
on the one mount to be heard on the other. A party tried it some
time ago, and proved its truth. See Deut. xxvii., xxviii.; also J osh.
viii. 33-35. In passing we visited" Jacob's well," where" Jesus,
being wearied, sat upon the well." See John iv. 4,-7. It is a deep
well, and has its mouth covered up by the Arabs. We uncovered it,
and dropped a large stone into it, while we counted about five seconds
before it touched the water.
We hastened on to Shechem, sometimes called Sychar or Nablous,
passing two large barracks for Mahometan soldiers, where they were
preparing to join their army in the Servian war. They looked rather
queer customers, and we had to keep all together to prevent any dis-
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play of animosity and hatred against us Christians. For a few moments
we felt uncertain what might happen, remembering the rumours which
had reached us in the morning of a possible rise against and massacre
of the Christians at J affa, where the 3000 Turkish soldiers were expected
to pass through. So we did not know what might happen here. But
the good Lord protected us, and on we passed round the large city of
Shechem; but oh, what dirt and filth surrounded us-carcases of dead
dogs and horses and donkeys, and the smell was terrible from all
quarters; as we reached our camping-ground three or four Turkish
soldiers came to have a look at us, and we felt it necessary to send to
the Pasha of Shechem for a guard, which he granted. After this,
passing through the dirty and filthy streets of Shechem, we paid a
visit to the Samaritan temple, to view the very ancient and famous
copy of the Pentateuch, or five books of Moses, supposed to be written
in manuscript by Aaron, his sons and grandsons. Certainly it is very
ancient, said to be over 3000 years old, and awakened great interest
in our party. It is prized as an exceeding great treasure; and the
chief rabbi read a portion to us. Shechem is interesting as being
associated with many Scripture histories-Jacob gave a parcel of
ground here to J oseph; J oseph was buried near here; here too Joshua
set up a stone of witness. See Joshua mv. 25-27_
My night's rest was very bad here. I could scarcely sleep; prayer
was my solace. The next morning we started for Engaunim, along the
fertile vale and productive orchards of olives and figs, etc. We passed
the remains of ancient water mills and three so-called Christian villages.
But alas! all seems dark, superstitious, and uneducated.
At length we reached the lofty hill and ruins of Samaria, the ancient
capital, sometimes called Sebastiyeh. Here our horses carried us to
a great height, and we also visited the ruins of the ancient church of
the Crusaders, erected manifestly from the ancient stones, of Jewish,
Phcenician, and Roman origin. We passed yet higher up to a lofty
eminence with a commanding view of the whole country, and here we
saw still erect a great number of lofty and massive stone pillars, the
ruins of some great temple, on the spot where the wicked Ahab, king
of Israel, offered sacrifices to heathen gods and drew down so manifestly
the anger of the Lord. Farther down, as we descended on the other
side, fifteen more huge pillars far apart seemed to mark out an outline
of some great temple or amphitheatre; and then another, as we descended lower still. Then the remains of a great Roman aqueduct
told us of other times and scenes; while various small coins brought
to us, ploughed up by the peasantry, gave unmistakable evidences of
other things and potentates.
The country seems rich in historic facts and scenes, and must deeply
impress each thoughtful mind as affording abundant illustrations of
holy Scripture, and proving the truth and exactitude of God's holy
Word. But the country needs to be visited before any full conception
can be formed of its importance. Nothing I have ever read comes up
to the reality; and then, still further to contemplate it in the light of
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those glowing prophecies yet future, with its restoration to more than
regal splendour, when the Divine glory shall shine forth upon it under
the millennial reign of Jesus as "the glorious land." See Daniel xi.
We passed great series of terraces, all fertile and rich to a degree; but
what will it be then 1
Now we begin to descend, by a circuitous route, stone stairs worn in
the rock. Then the high pass of Bourka, and then from the top the
grand view of the Mediterranean Sea and extensive hills and dales all
around, beautiful olive grounds covering large spaces. We have
probably seen thousands of these green and silvery olive trees, with
their million olives yet ungathered. We lunched about 12 at the
fountain of Jaba, with its fine views of Carmel, Cresarea, and the
Mediterranean. Next we rested on the" Hill of Scorpions," and as you
turn up the many stones, underneath you frequently discover these
fierce little creatures. Then we came to Dothan and its many pits,
into one of which Joseph was cast (see Gen. xxxvii.). Then the old
ruins of a fortress, lovely sunset, rich soil, narcissus, crocus, etc., etc.,
plentifully spread around.
(To be conti..ued.)

HIS WAYS.
GOD knoweth our ways, and counteth our steps; but the wisest of
men do not know all God's ways. His way is frequently in the sea,
and His chariot in the clouds; so that He is invisible, not only in His
essence, but also in the design and tendence of His operations. Those
that behold Him with an eye of faith, do not yet see Him with an eye
of understanding, so as to discern His way and whither He is going.
Paul assures us, " His judgments are unsearchable, and His ways past
finding out" (Rom. xi. 33). Some of them, indeed, are obvious, plain,
and easy; we may upon the first view give a satisfactory account of
them; we may read righteousness, equity, mercy, goodness, love, in
them, because written in capital letters, and with such beams of light
as he that runs may read them. But others of God's ways are dark
and obscure, so that they are out of our reach and above our sight. He
that goes about in them to trace God, may quickly lose himself. They
are like that handwriting upon the wall, which none of Belshazzar's
wise men could read or give the interpretation of (Dan. v. 8). There
are " secrets of state and government" which are not fit to be made
common. But this may be our comfort :-Though God doth not now
give any account of His matters, nor is He obliged thereunto, yet He
can give a very good and satisfactory account; and one day His people
shall be led into the mystery; and, though many things which God
doeth they know not now, yet they shall 1:now them afterward; and
when they know, they shall approve and admire both the things, and
the reason, and the end. They shall then be perfectly reconciled to all
providences, and see that all were worthy of God, and that in all He
acted" as did highly become Himself."-Samuel Slater (1704.)
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A PRECIOUS EXTRACT.
"The God 01 peace shall bruise Satan under your leet shortly. "ROM. xv. 20.
IT is very common for the followers of the Lamb to reason, but not
right, after this manner: "How can I be a son of the God of peace,
seeing I am daily in 'war and fightings 1 If at any time the sweet
word of peace is in my heart, and the comforting sense of peace felt
in my conscience, soon some fiery dart of the enemy makes an attack
upon me; hence war commences and peace is banished." Nay, but
soul, Jesus is still thy peace. God is ever at peace with thee. Glory
in this always. Know thou art to fight the good fight of faith as a
soldier of Jesus. Thy present state exposes thee to enemies. Being
born again of the Spirit, thy flesh lusteth against thee, and thou
feelest it, art groaning under it, and striving against it. The strong
man Satan, who heretofore kept thee in poss~ssion, when thou wast at
peace with him, is now cast out by Jesus; therefore he besieges and
attacks. The world with its vanities, its children with their smiles and
frowns, promises and threatenings, animated by "the god of this
world," are at war with thee; because thou art not of this world, but
of the kingdom of God's dear Son.
That this combined power opposes thee is a spiritual mark that
thou art born of God. That thou art at war with them is an evidence
of the life of thy soul, and of thy faith in, and love to, Christ. Rather
Jet this strengthen thy confidence than deject thy mind. Was it any
proof that Jesus was not the Son of God, because Satan tried to make
Him question it, and tempted Him to idolatry, covetousness, and selfmurder 1 Did this destroy His hope and peace in His God and Father 1
Nor need Satan's temptation interrupt thy peace.
Thy God knoweth that thou art conflicting with Satan. It is His
good pleasure to permit it for a season. Yea, He knoweth also that
thou canst not bruise Satan, much less overcome him. But O!
Christian, here is thy comfort: thy God hath bruised the serpent's
head. Thy assurance of victory lies in the almighty power of Jesus,
and the faithful promise of thy Father.
Look up with confidence. For as sure as Satan's head is bruised,
thy God Who is at peace with thee is at war with every enemy that is
against thee. Fight with courage. He will strengthen thee against,
and give thee perfect victory over, all the powers of darkness, all the
malice of hell. As a vanquished foe, thou shalt tread Satan under
thy feet shortly. "Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be
strong, fear not; behold, your God will come with vengeance;
He will come and save you."-W. Mason.
THE perpetuity of the Church, and the perseverance of the saints,
are founded upon the sufficiency of Christ; and the unfeigned believer
may assure himself, as of the continuance of the Church, so of his own
perseverance and constant communion with God through Him.Datoid Dickson.

438

The Gospel Magazine

eOtteflponlJenrt.
THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON'S MINISTERIAL JUBILEE.
(To the Editor of the "GOSPEL MAGAZINE.")

DEAR MR. ORMISTON-I observe from a paragraph in the Bristol
Times and Mirror, issued on Monday, June 2nd, that you are this
week celebrating your Jubilee" as an ordained Minister of the Established Church." Let me warmly join with many others in congratulating you on being permitted in the providence of God to be a preacher
of the Word for so long a period. The announcement will be read
with great interest by the readers of the" GOSPEL MAGAZINE," and also
by your many friends throughout England, and in all parts of the
world. May your life be spared for many years to come to continue
your faithful testimony, both as a preacher of the Gospel of the grace of
God, and as the EDITOR of this, the oldest of all the religious periodicals.
Your firm adherence" to the simple rubrical service which obtained
in the great majority of parishes throughout England before the
Oxford Movement "-to quote the words of the Bristol Times and
Mirror-is an example to all your brethren in the Ministry. Moreover, your faithful testimony both by lip and pen, throughout your
long life, against Romish, Rationalistic, and Arminian error is a cause
of devout thankfulness to the God of all grace. Who can measure the
comfort, encouragement, and stimulus which God has bestowed upon
thousands of His people in all parts of the world by means of your
work as Convener of the Clifton Conference for thirty-two years, as
the former Editor of the" English Churchman" for a prolonged period,
as Editor of the" GOSPEL MAGAZINE," as a writer of books and pamphlets, as well as a faithful expositor of the precious truths of God's holy
Word 1 How thankful you will feel to God for His enabling and
distinguishing grace, and how much you will be ready to own, as you
review your fifty years' ministry, that "of Him, and through Him,
and to Him, are all things: to Whom be glory for ever. Amen."
Thanks be unto God for all He has enabled you to do, and may the
evening of your life be marked by much joy, peace, and comfort, and
by constant experiences of God's lovingkindness and tender mercy.
With warm Christian regards,
Yours affectionately,
KENSINGTON PARSONAGE,
THOMAS HOUGHTON.
BATH, June 6th, 1913.
[Most grateful thanks, dear Brother, for your cheering letter, and
for your welcome prayer, which in my Editorial capacity are particularly valued.-ED. "G. M."]
======
" GOD is faithful." It is a mercy for us that God's promises to us
are the same, when we can not pray, or even believe them.-M. W.
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'Urotefltant JJeacon.
"THE CHORCH-THE CHURCH."
A LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE LATE REV. S. A. WALKER, M.A.,
IN ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, IN 1877.
(Concluded from pOA}e 380.)
LET me remind you again that this Church is described by such
figures in God's Word as represent the dearest and tenderest relation.
God's family. His cbildren. Christ's bride. His brother, sister,
and mother. The very members of His body. The object being to
mark the intensity of the Divine love with which the redeemed are
regarded, and to indicate the obligations under which God has placed
Himself to " save to the uttermost" all who are thus described, whom
He knows, whom He has given to Jesus, for whom Jesus has shed His
precious blood, to whom in due time the Spirit reveals the sonship
and heirship (Rom. viii. 16, 17), and" turns them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan to God" (Acts xxvi. 18); and
who after their conversion are "kept by the power of God through
,faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time" (1 Peter i.
5). Here surely is full and all-sufficient provision for the eternal
interests of those concerning whom such things are spoken; but these
are they who compose God's Church, of whom Jesus says they shall
never perish, to whom He gives eternal life, for whom He prayed to
His heavenly Father, that they might be with Him where He is, and
behold His glory (John xvii. 24), and whom He specially distinguishes
and separates from the world----evidently those who do not belong to
Him, and are not members of His Church.
n. We must now consider briefly how Satan has appeared to
interfere with the original design. Observe:How that interference is exemplified in the case of the Jews. They
were God's people, and owed every advantage they enjoyed to the
peculiar favour with which He distinguished them. If ever there
was a people from whom entire devotion to God and entire submission
to His will might have been expected, surely the people of Israel were
such; but we know their history, and must often feel surprised, with
all our knowledge of human degeneracy and corruption, that these
people could have conducted themselves with such utter contempt
of every command of their Divine Benefactor, and with such gross
ingratitude to Him to Whom they owed all their blessings in time and
hopes in eternity. Their only object seems to have been to gratify
their own corrupt desires, without any regard to God's expressed
will or the honour of His name; and, whereas they ought to have
known and felt that, as His peculiar people, His character among
the other nations of the earth was involved in their way of acting
among men, who would know that they claimed Jehovah for their
God and to be exclusively the object of His choice and favour, they
embraced every opportunity of showing their contempt for Him and
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His ordinances, and their preference for the false gods and impure
customs of the heathen around them, to the rejection of the high and
lofty One, Whose name and Whose ways are holy, so that God was
obliged frequently to visit them with sore judgmeuts, and to give
them into the hands of their enemies, that they might bethink them
of their wickedness, and remember Him Whom they treated with such
gross ingratitude.
.
And yet all this time they boasted of their privileges and pretensions,
very much· iu the same way as some professing Christians do in our
day. They said, almost in the same language employed now, "The
temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, are
these" (Jer. vii. 4), as if, because they could boast of having God's
temple in the midst of them, they could claim every favour from
Him, and feel they were exempt from every evil, although they cared
not to speak and act as His people, or honour Him in the sight of
the heathen among whom they dwelt. We know how they boasted
in our Lord's day of being the children of Abraham, and expected
that because of their natural descent from the great patriarch they
were sure to inherit all the blessings promised to him, although they
had entirely departed from his faith and rejected the blessed One
Whose day Abraham saw and in Whom he rejoiced (John viii. 56).
Our Lord told them that instead of their being, in His estimation,
children of Abraham, they were of their father the devil, a liar and
murderer, and his lusts or desires they would do, so far was He from
acknowledging their mere ancestral or national right to the position
they claimed. They had God's temple and services among them.
They had also His Scriptures and teachers who undertook to expound
them; but we know how severely Jesus denounced their religious
doctrines and observances, as being more after the corrupt inventions
of men than the revelation of God.
When we see, moreover, how they treated God's messengers, the
prophets that were sent unto them, and, above all, God's dear Son,
the last and best of all their teachers, we can judge how little right
they had to be regarded as God's people, or to boast of their national
or ecclesiastical prerogatives. All God's genuine people are those
who adopt His mind and will instead of their own; but when the
Jews ill·treated and rejected His messengers, and especially His beloved
Son, in Whom He was" well pleased" (Matt. iii. 17), they showed
that their minds were" enmity against God" (Rom. viii. 7), and that
the language of their corrupt hearts to Him was, "Depart from us,
for we desire not a knowledge of Thy ways" (Job xxi. a). Wecanall
perceive how hollow their pretensions were so long as their hearts
were not right in the sight of God; and yet, if ever there was a people
on earth who might-have been assumed to be God's ChUl'ch, because of
His dealings with them, and His promises to them, and also because
of their antiquity and the Divine origin of their religious system and
services, the Jews were that people. Yet our Lord compared the
strictest sect among theI1l, the Pharisees; to "whited sepulchres,
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fair outside, but within "full of dead men's bones and of all
uncleanness" (Matt. xxiii. 27). because He was disgusted at their
attempt to impose upon God with their outward sanctimoniousness,
which consisted only in attention to rites, and ordinances, and formal
services, without any corresponding purity of heart or holiness of life.
These Pharisees were the High Churchmen of their day, most scrupulously observant of the traditions of their fathers, devoted to the
externals of religion, sensitively alive to the importance of the temple
and its services, and slavishly attentive to all the minutioo of Jewish
ritual, and yet were they pronounced by Him, Who knew what was
in man, hypocrites and impostors, aiming rather at the admiration
of their fellow-men than at the glory of God.
The crowning act of Jewish disaffection to God was the rejection
and crucifixion of His "holy, harmless, undefiled Son," the Lord
Jesus Christ. This atrocious act brought out all the malignity of
the fallen man, and proved how inveterate was the enmity which
Satan had wrought in his heart against God. If ever there was an
act for which the whole nation was responsible, this was it. "He
came unto His own, and His own received Him not" (John i. 11).
The chief priests, the scribes, and elders-the leaders and representatives
of the Church-set their faces against Him. He was arraigned before
the Sanhedrim, or great council of the nation, presided over by the
High Priest, the highest functionary and acknowledged representative
of the Jewish Church, and by that high tribunal He was declared
guilty of blasphemy because He said He was the Son of God, and that
hereafter they should see Him in that character sitting upon His
throne of glory, and was condemned to death. By the same authorities
He was handed over to the Gentiles, to be spat upon, to be scourged,
and crucified; and when the choice was proposed to them between
God's holy Child, Jesus, and a rebel, robber, and murderer-the vilest
malefactor that their prison contained-in the madness of their
diabolical envy and hatred, they preferred the man steeped to the
lips in crime to Him Whom even devils were obliged to call" the Holy
One of God" (Mark i. 24).
Surely no one can say that the Jewish people constituted the Church
of God, except in a very secondary sense; that is, they were a people
called out from the midst of other people to carry out God's purposes
and to develop His character to those who, by the Spirit's enlightening
influence, would be able to gather heaveuly truths from earthly types
and emblems. God did not undertake when He formed them into a
people for Himself to regenerate their nature, or raise them above
the spiritual and moral condition to which the fall had reduced all
mankind. He proposed to deal with them as they were, and to show
in them not only His own plans and purposes in J esllS, but the need of
that redemption which He had designed to meet the utterly corrupt
condition of man, which no external means could improve; and his
inveterate enmity to God, which no kindness on His part, however
great or long·continued, could nullify or remove.
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The people of Israel represented in this national condition, at most,
only the professing Church of Christ. Like that Church, the body of
Israelites contained within it "a remnant according to the election
of grace" (Rom. xi. 5). "They are not all Israel," says St. Paul,
" that are of Israel" (Rom. ix. 6); that is, the whole nation does not
constitute God's Israel, any more than all the descendants of Abraham
are the children of promise. It was in Isaac only among Abraham's
children that his seed was to be called (Rom. ix. 7). I have already
shown you how, in our Lord's time, they built much on their Abrahamic
dMcent; but both John the Baptist and our Lord proved to them
how little they were entitled to God's favour merely because of that
fact. John said to them, "Think not to say within yourselves, We
have Abraham to our father; for I say unto you, that God is able of
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham " (Matt. iii. 9); and
J esllS said, "If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of
Abraham" (John viii. 39); meaning, If ye were the children of
Abraham, the father of the faithful, that is, of believers, ye would
believe in Me, as he did, thus proving your spiritual as well as lineal
descent, the former being the only relationship that God acknowledges;
Abraham rejoiced to see My day, you seek to kill Me; what evidence
is there here of your being the children of Abraham 1 This shows in
what sense God regards the Church and its members. The Church
is His spiritual Israel, "hewn from the rock and dug from the pit,"
as Abraham was (Isa. li. I), and its members are genuine believers
in Jesus, given to Him, united with Him, believing in Him, following
Him, serving Him, and taught by the Word and the Holy Ghost to
rejoice in His coming day of glory, and to look earnestly for His appearing unto resurrection and eternal life in Him and with Him.
Ill. In the Acts of the Apostles we are supplied with abundant
information concerning the Church under its New Testament form,
and, as we feel assured no revelation subsequent to that made by
Jesus to His Apostles of " things pertaining to the kingdom of God "
(Acts i. 3) has been made to our world, we have no right to depart
from the model supplied to us by the Apostles, and derived, no doubt,
by them from our Lord Himself. If we were asked what feature did
that infant Church more especially present before the world, we should
reply, simplicity-a designed contrast with the gorgeous and elaborate
performances of J udaism on the one hand, and the monstrous and
absurd impostures of heatheuism on the other. It was evidently
intended that the character which Jesus Christ assumed when He
came into our world should be stamped on the institution which He
left behind Him, and which was to bear His name. He announced
His purpose when He said, "God is a Spirit, and they that worship
Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth" (John iv. 24). His
mission was to spiritualize unto Himself a people for God's service
for ever.
Soon after our Lord's ascension, the Holy Spirit entered on His
department of redemption work, which was to bring Christ, and
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therefore God, into direct contact with the human soul, for its recovery
and restoration. That was to be done, not by any human performance
or service, but by the exercise of a living faith in Jesus. It was the
time now for realities, not for symbols; for substance, not for shadow.
God's people were no longer to view His provisions for them objectively,
but to possess and enjoy them by the subjective power of spiritual
apprehension. The veil of the temple had been rent asunder, the
glory of God was henceforth to be revealed, not in type and shadow,
but" in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6), and no ceremonial
observances were needed in the Christian Church to hring men near
to God, for all that was done "by the blood of Jesus" (Eph. ii. 13) ;
80 that all the memhers of God's Church" accepted in the Beloved"
(Eph. i. 6) are said to be " made to sit together in heavenly places in
Christ" (Eph. ii. 6). Higher than that they can not go, and only wait
for "the adoption, to wit, the redemption of their bodies" (Rom.
viii. 23), to enjoy all the advantages which they now actually possess.
Our Lord warned His followers of the dangers to which His Church
on earth would be exposed. Chief among these would be the intrusion
into it, at least in its outward form and constitution, of Satan's children,
who would assume the character of believers in Jesus and outwardly
conform to the religious services in which they should be engaged.
This Jesus illustrated by the parable of the wheat and the tares: "A
man sowed good seed in his field "-that is, God planted His childreu in
the Church-" but while men slept his enemy came and sowed tares
among the wheat, and went his way;" that is, Satan introduced into
the professing Church his own people. This was soon observed after
our Lord's departure. The preaching of His Word drew many souls to
Him, and they formed His Church; but it was not long before professors
of Christ's religion among the Jews began to proclaim the necessity of
adopting Jewish rites and legal ordinances with it, so as to render it more
acceptable to God. This entirely altered its character, depriving
God of the honour of His redemption work and sinners of the only
means of reconciliation with God and deliverance from the condemnation which sin had incurred. This was evidently Satan's design. It
was not his wish or the !interest of his kingdom that God's scheme of
grace and mercy should be understood and accepted by men, and
therefore he provided a Christian scheme of his own, from which no
injury to his cause was to be apprehended, since by it sinners might
be deluded, but they could not be saved.
If there is anything on earth peculiarly spiritual and heaveuly, it is
the religion of Jesus; and wherever it has free course its efforts are
to spiritualize the minds and hearts of men, separating them from the
world, and bringing them nearer to God. A carnalized Christianity is
a contradiction in terms. There can be no such thing. The carnal
element has no place in Christ's provision for His people any more
than in Himself. He is the Lord from heaven, and everything
emanating from Him must be heavenly like Himself; therefore His
religion is entirely of Himself, and man's attempted additions or
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improvements are of the earth earthy, and like himself are subject to
decay and death. Man's Christianity satisfies man; but it leaves him
just where it finds him. It does Satan's work in satisfying and
silencing the soul's demands, while leaving it still 8ubject to the wrath
of God. Sin is not removed: pardon is not secured. There is no
real love to God; and there is no genuine fear and no abiding joy.
You may call this sort of thing Christianity; but it has nothing of
Christ's religion but the name.
This earthly system does not lack professors or teachers. It is very
popular, and multitudes crowd its ranks and adopt its principles. AB
it accommodates itself most accurately to the corrupt tastes of fallen
man, so it gratifies more especially the ambitious yearnings of its
ministers. Unlike those belonging to the Church of the" meek and
lowly" Jesus, who are taught and expected to be like Him, it makes
provision for human pride in the admission of priestcraft, pretended
apostolic powers, supernatural gifts, and other fruits of "sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive"
(Eph. iv. 14). Even in St. Paul's days the professing Church suffered
from" false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into
the Apostles of Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 13). And we see in our day such
grOBS departures from the simplicity of Christ, that we are compelled
to contrast our Lord's version of Christianity with that over which
men, calling themselves ministers of the Gospel, preside, and to conclude
that nothing can be more flagrant than the imposture wbich these men
practise, for their own purposes, in substituting their corrupt and
corrupting inventions for the regenerating and reconciling religion of
Jesus.
Even so early as the days of the Apostles the germs of Romanism
and Ritualism sprang from the ignorance, pride, and superstition of
professing Christians_specially of self-constituted teachers and
leaders-who continued to obtain an influence over men's minds that
they might exalt themselves by their means. It was such persons who
were continually crying, "The Church, the Church;" by which they
meant themselves, to the exclusion of Christ and His purposes. They
exalted the Church of their own creation because they were themselves
identified with it; but the Church of Jesus they ignored and persecuted.
The controversy now is between the Church of man's device and J esns
Christ. High Churchism consists in exalting the one at the expense
of the other. True Evangelical Christianity finds that its sole business
is to exalt the Divine Redeemer, knowing that whatever becomes of
this or that Church, He alone will be exalted in the great day that is
coming, and that the eternal interests of God's children are not linked
with any earthly system, but with the work of Jesus accomplished and
completed for them in His death and resurrJction. Churches, like all
earthly things, will come to an end; but He is "the same yesterday, and
to-day, and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 8). The Holy Spirit testifies of Him,
not of sects, parties, or denominations. These have their temporal
use; but God's provision of love in Jesus is for eternity. By belonging
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to Jesus we belong to God's Church; but we may be most orthodox
Churchmen and be out of Christ, to our everlasting disappointment
and dismay.
My dear friends, may you and I cling to Him of Whom all revelation
testifies. May we have grace to serve Him in all holiness, righteousness, and truth. There is everything in our Church to encourage this,
and nothing to hinder it. They who would set the Church above Christ
are not only enemies to Him, but to the Church which they profess to
love. Whatever we believe or do, may God have all the glory. Amen.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY.
THE July number of the Quarterly Record is ready. It contains a
portrait and sketch of the late Rev. J. C. Martin, of Portsmouth, with
other illustrations, and articles upon various aspects of the Society's
work. Copies will be sent, post free, upon application; they will be
found especially useful for circulation amongst non-subscribers.
The 78th Anniversary of our Camberwell Home was held on June 5th,
at the Home, when an unusually large number of friends assembled.
In the afternoon the Rev. W. Sykes, Vicar of Hillsborough, Sheffield,
preached an excellent sermon upon "Thou shalt remember all the
way." After tea a Public IYleeting was held, presided over by Mr.
J ames B. Collin. Addresses were given by the Revs. E. Roberts,
W. Sykes, H. Atherton and O. S. Dolby. Among those present were
the Rev. W. D. Sykes, RA., of Highbury, Messrs. A. Boulder, T. Green,
G. Doudney, J oseph Lock, and other friends. The Asylum and Chapel
have recently been renovated. The visits of all our friends will be
heartily welcomed.
The 42nd Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home will take place
on Friday, July 4th, at 3.15 p.m. The Rev. A. J. Day, RA., of the
Circus Church, Portsmouth, will preach, and in the evening, at 6.45,
the Rev. J. H. Snow, of Blackburn. Tea will be provided at si,''{pence,
and the Lady Visitors will conduct a Sale of Work on behalf of the
Benevolent Fund for the help of sick and infirm inmates.
Collections after Sermons have been kindly arranged by friends at
Southport, Malmesbury, Devizes, Richmond, Clerkenwell, Leicester,
and Eastbourne, and a Public Meeting will be held at Walton-on-theNaze, on September 11th. Such help is of great benefit, not only
financially, but in increasing the interest of God's people in the Society,
which for 106 years has been enabled to carry on its work upon the
basis of definite Scriptural truth.
Many are the burdens of age, and anything which can lighten the
load of declining years and secure quiet days at life's close, must be
regarded as a blessing. Few sights are more affecting than the sight
of an old Christian, whose period of activity is over and who waits with
patience the call from earth to the land beyond. Such an one has
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left behind many things that once interested; the hands that worked
and the brain that thought are alike weary, and the one thing greatly
desired is rest. We are reminded of a ship, which has been assailed
by storms, has weathered them all, and is nearing port. Sails indeed
are rent, masts are strained, and the gear and tackling are sadly out of
order. But all this seems of little account now, for the long voyage is
ending. The aim of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society is to provide
regular and permanent help for these" strangers and pilgrims," by faith,
confessing they are such, and not a few of whom bear the mark of the
fingers of the years, and whose grey hairs mantling the brow of age tell
us that earthly days are passing away and that the springtime and
summer of life are gone.
1568 pensioners, in all parts of the country, are upon the Society.
Increasing difficulty is found in obtaining fresh help. Hence the need
of prayer to our Covenant God, Who has so greatly blessed the Institution and to Whom the silver and the gold belong.
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A MONTHLY RECORD.
ALL our readers will, we feel sure, join with the writer of these notes
in warmly congratulating the beloved and much-esteemed EDITOR
of this MAGAZINE on the celebration of his jubilee as an ordained
Minister of the Church of England. On the 31st day of May last
he had, in the gracious providence of God, accomplished fifty years in
the ministry of the Word. In relation to this gratifying event our
readers will cordially endorse the following Editorial note in The
English Churchman for June 5th last ;-" The following extract from
the Bristol Times and Mirror of Monday last will be most interesting
and gratifying to our readers: 'The Rev. J ames Ormiston, Rector
of Mary-Ie-Port Church-who this week celebrates his jubilee as an
ordained Minister of the Established Church-is now the oldest
Bristol incumbent. Mr. Ormiston is known as a staunch Conservative Churchman, and firmly adheres to the simple rubrical
service which obtained in the great majority of parishes throughout
England before the Oxford movement. Mr. Ormiston is still
able to preach twice weekly, as well as editing the "GOSPEL
MAGAZINE," the oldest religious monthly extant.' We know that
no privilege is more valued by our friend and brother than that
of proclaiming the Gospel of the Grace of God, and we rej oice with
him that he still enjoys it. He has been used to awaken and edify
numbers of God's people, both by lip and pen, and he now is comforting many by the light that is given to his own soul at life's eventide. That he may be spared and strengthened to carry on his good
work for a long,while to come, and that in declining years he may be
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blessed with ever brighter anticipations of heavenly frnition, is our
earnest wish and prayer."
The principal articles of the Treaty of Peace between Turkey and
the Balkan Allies, which was signed at St. James's Palace on Friday,
May 31st last, are as follows :-" Turkey cedes to the Allies the island
of Crete, all Turkish territory on the mainland of Europe west of a
line to be drawn from Enos to Midia, the boundary to be delimited
by an International Commission. The delimitation of Albania and all
other questions relating to Albania are left to the Powers. The
Powers wiII decide the fate of the lEgean Islands, with the exception
of Crete and the peninsula of Mount Athos. Financial questions will
be settled by an International Commission sitting in Paris, and
questions relating to prisoners of war, jurisdiction, nationality, and
commerce by special conventions."
The following resolution in reference to the late Captain Cobham
was recently passed by the Council of the Church Association:" That the Council of the Church Association meet under a profound
sense of the loss which they have sustained by the death of Captain
Cobham, their highly-respected and beloved Chairman, who was a
member of the Council since 1884, and presided over its deliberations
for twenty-eight years. As Chairman of the Council it became his
duty to write to successive Prime Ministers, Archbishops, and Bishops,
to complain of the disregard shown by them to the laws intended for
the government of the Church and to the principles of the Reformation.
Many important suits, such as the St_ Paul's reredos and the Lincoln
case, were undertaken and brought to a conclusion under his presidency. His unwavering and fearless maintenance of Protestant principles, coupled with his unfailing courtesy and sound judgment, secured
the loyal support and confidence of his colleagues, with whom at all
times he worked harmoniously in defence of God's truth_ The Council
offer their sympathetic condolence to his widow and family, and pray
that God may be pleased to raise up a like-minded leader to preside
over the future deliberations of this Council, and to give effect to its
unchanged and unchanging principles."
Our Protestant readers wiII read with pain and indignation the
following cutting from the leading columns of The English Ohurchman
for June 12th last :-" We knew that the governing authorities in
Ireland were under the influence of the Romish priesthood, but we
hardly thought that such servility was possible as is revealed in the
following extract from the Ohurch of Ireland Gazette: ' The
publication of the correspondence between a Belfast Presbyterian
minister-the Rev. W_ Corkey-and the Board of National Education
reveals a surprising state of things. The Board have issued a copy
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of the Ten Co=andments for.hanging up in National schools which
omits the word "image" from the Second Co=andment, and also
omits the line "Thou shaU not bow down to them." This inexcusable
tampering with the Decalogne to suit the susceptibilities of the Roman
Catholic Church is not the whole of their strange procedure in this
matter. They have refused to allow a correct copy of the Commandments to be displayed in Protestant schools. This refusal is the more
monstrous since in Roman Catholic schools they allow sectarian
emblems and statues to be placed. Protestant managers then, even
in an exclusively Protestant school, can not have on the walls during
school hours any copy of the Ten Commandments except one mutilated to screen Roman religious delinquencies. This is an illuminative example of the fair play Protestantism would receive in Ireland
under the control of the Roman Hierarchy.' All honour to Mr.
Corkey for exposing this shameful action of the Board of National
Education. It should form the subject of a properly directed question
in the House of Commons."
We deeply regret to record the death of three well-known servants
of God who have been faithful witnesses in the cause of Evangelical
Protestantism. The Rev. T. C. O'Connor, M.A., Chancellor of Christ
Church Cathedral, Dublin, and Rector of Donoughmore and Donard
for nearly forty years, was an able and popular speaker on Church Association platforms. He paid frequent visits to England for that purpose,
and his eloquent words made him an ever-welcome visitor.
The Rev. E. W. BuIlinger, D.D., was for forty-six years Secretary
of the Trinitarian Bible Society. For thirteen years he was Vicar of
St. Stephen's, Walthamstow, and for three years he was Incumbent of
Brunswick Chapel, London.
The Rev_ T. C. Porter, D.D., was for thirty-six years Vicar of All
Saints' Church, SouthpOlt. He was "an outstanding personality
throughout the entire Liverpool Diocese, and a great force all over
the North of England." "Until his strength declined he was in great
request, especially in Liverpool, in connection with the Church
Association, Orange Gatherings, and Missionary meetings."
The Church Association has recently presented" A grave remonstrance against the present lawless condition of the Church of England;
and an appeal to King George V., Defender of the Faith and, under God,
Supreme Governor of the Church of England." It bore the signatures
of 36,000 persons, and represents a powerful weight of public opinion.
BE not slack to praise Hint, and in praising Him your faith will be
strengthened, and you will increase in the knowledge of Him. And
this will endear Him more and more to you, and He will be increasingly
precious unto you.-E. Pierce.

