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A GOSPEL MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS.
(Contirwcd fr'om page 326.)
No. XXV.
" And J, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the test'imony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and Him crucified."-l CORINTHIANS ii. 1, 2.

WE are not proposing to enter in any detail into our ministry at
ST. MARY-I,E-PORT, BRISTOL, which charge was committed to us
in the all-wise and loving Providence of our gracious Heavenly
FATHER in the year 1880. We humbly tmst that ministry has
been in some measure influential througb the HOLY SPIRIT in
the salvation and edification of souls. Here, as in our former
charges, it has been our prayerful endeavour in dependence on
the HOLY GHOST, to preach and exalt JESUS CHRIST and Him
cmcified, the LAlIfll OF GOD, Who is the Chiefest among ten
thousand, the Altogether Lovely One. And, dear readers, does
He not become increasingly precious to our souls? Do not we,
by GOD'S grace, hunger and thirst after a fuller knowledge yet of
Him, our BELOVED ONE, in Whom is all our delight? And in
these last evil days, when the darkness thickens at home and
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abroad, when all around us is crumbling to pieces, when Satan himself seems let loose, and the horrible din of war is sounding in our
ears and the depravity of the natural heart is asserting itself in
many terrible and hitherto unheard-of ways, is it not our comfort
to flee to Him Who is as the Shadow of a Great Rock-i=ovable-in a weary land? Do not we stay our hearts on JESUS, Who
is "the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever"? He has
said He will never fail us, nor forsake us, although He may seem
sometimes to withdraw His presence from us for a season. May
not these withdrawings be for the quickening of our longings and
-desires after Him Who will be the First and the Last, the Alpha
and the Omega, in the hearts of His blood-bought people? Are
we not taught by the HOLY SPIRIT more steadfastly and more
prayerfully to look for the Rising of the SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
Who will dispel at once and for ever the clouds of darkness for His
people?
The late beloved and faithful Rector of ST. MARY-LE-PORT,
BRISTOL, our dear brother, the REV. S. A. WALKER, had earnestly
requested the services of his old friend the VICAR of OLD HILL on
his behalf for his loved flock during the latter weeks of his last
illness. The LORD was graciously pleased to make the way plain
ror us to undertake this sacred, privileged service. Thus it became
our sad duty on Advent Sunday, November 30th, 1879, to announce
to his sorrowing congregation that their beloved Pastor had been
su=oned early that morning into the presence of his Divine and
adorable MASTER.
Shortly afterwards we received, entirely unsought on our part, from
the esteemed Patron, the late MR. G. COOKE, the offer of the living
of ST. MARY-LE·PORT. After many weeks of prayerful consideration
we were Divinely led to accept the call to a sphere of work differing
widely from the one we then occupied in the thickly populated
working-class parish of OI,D HILL. But our GOD was the same
GOD, and He Who had most blessedly been with us supporting,
guiding, comforting in the past, we had no reason to doubt would
be with us in His all-sufficiency and power in the untried path He
had lovingly marked out for us to take. And in humble prayerful
trust that our TRIUNE GOD-FATHER, SON, and HOLY GHOSTwould condescend to use us further for His honour and glory, we
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commenced~our ministry in the pre-Reformation Church of ST.

:MARY-LE-PORT, situated in the very midst of the ancient city of
BRISTOL. For considerably upwards of a hundred years the
glorious Gospel of CHRIST crucified had been preached from its
pulpit, amongst the number of those who might be named as its
heralds being the REV. T. T. BIDDULPH, the REV. THOMAS
GRINFIELD, the REV. W. B. MACKENZIE, and from time to time
that eminent pillar of the great Evangelical Revival of the last
half of the 18th Century, the REV. WILLIAM ROMAINE, Author of
" The Life, the Walk, and the Triumph of Faith," the REV. JAMES
lIhRSHALL, the REV. JAMES PACKER, the REV. JAMES D. THOMAS,
and the beloved and sainted REV. S. A. WALKER. The large
congregations which assembled LORD'S Day after LORD'S Day were
composed for the most part of lovers of the precious truths of the
Gospel of GOD'S free grace. Many of them came, as they still do,
long distances to hear these truths proclaimed in all their fulness
and sufficiency, nothing less than that satisfying these SPIRITtaught children of GOD. It has been our joy and privilege to tend
this quiet corner of the LORD'S vineyard, to feed by the enabling
power of the HOLY GHOST the redeemed flock of CHRIST. This
little sanctuary is very dear to our heart, and the holy, blessed
services of the LORD'S Day ended-foretastes of that heavenly
Sabbath which will know no ending, and of a happy sinless service
which will last through all eternity-we have loved to linger
within its walls, loth to leave what has indeed been to us hallowed ground, for the presence and power of the SPIRIT have been
feelingly manifest and the LORD Himself has been in our midst.
From our earliest charge it has been our prayerful aim to maintain, by GOD'S enabling grace, simple, spiritual, reverent services.
We were early led to see that the chanting of GOD'S inspired Word
was the cause, only too often, of much irreverence, the sacred words
being done despite to for the sake of the music. GOD is a jealous
GOD. He sets high value on His own most holy Word. His
words-though heaven and earth pass away-shall never pass
away. He has said so. Can we be too careful, too reverent in the
way we handle them? We dare not trifle with holy things, nor
take the SPIRIT-inspired words on our lips carelessly, thoughtlessly,
and as a matter of form. We would prayerfully desire, as taught

•

388

The Gospel Magazine

by the HOLY SPIRIT Himself, to honour the MOST HIGH GOD in
the smallest act of worship. It behoves those professing to worship Him to come before Him with reverence and Godly fear, with
prepared hearts, that the words of prayer or praise may proceed
from lips the door of which is " kept" by the LORD Himself. GOD
seeks to worship Him those who worship in Spirit and in Truthonly such, for He is a SPIRIT, and must be so worshipped. Oh, dear
fellow-believers, fellow-worshippers, the sins of our holy thingswho can count them, who know them ~ They cost the blessed
LORD JESUS His precious blood, they were present to Him as He
hung on the cross, they added-with what awful weight-to that
infinite burden of sin He bore, and bore away, and they caused His
FATHER to turn away His face from His BELOVED SON-the
Substitute of His people-which wrung from Him that bitter cry,
"My GOD, My GOD, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ "
CLIFTON, BRISTOL,
THE EDITOR.
June, 1915.
(To be eontinued hereafter-D. V.)
"THE TRUE LIGHT."
1 JOHN ii. 8.
LEAD Thou me on, 0 CHRIST, for then
Truth's kindly light shall chase
The cO"'ering shades of error's devious way;Lead Thou me on.
1 am not far from home; hy faith I see
A blood-bought crown-eternal joy for me.

Psalm xxxii. 8.
Song of Songsiv.6.
1 John ii. 8, 27.
Psalm xliii. 3.
2 Tiro. iv. 6.
2 Tiro. iv. S.

1 Sarn. ii. 9.
Guide Thou my pilgrim feet, 0 LORD ;
Heb. xiii. 9.
By day, by night, let grace secure each step,
2
For "·angels," e'en of " light," the abyss sends forth; Cor. xi. 13-15.
Psalm ['"{XXiv. 7.
Lead Thou me on.
Darkness for light, and light for gloom false seers I~a. v. 20.
Luke vi. 26.
Exalt, amidst a world's misguided cheers.

Not" angel faces," but Thine own, 0 LORDThy face, Thy presence ever faithful, nigll,
Leads Thine elect, redeemed, and calledLeads ever on.
The resurrection morn-" a little while "Shall see me wakened by Thine Own sweet smile.

Jobiv.I8.
Gen. xxxii. 30.
Rom. viii. 29.
Exod. ili. 1~.
Heb. x. 37.
Psalm xvii. 15.

J. O.
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THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER'S COj}IMANDER.
" Behold, I have given Him for a Witness to the people, a Leader and
Commander to the people."-Isaiah Iv. 4.

IN an ordinary army it is necessary that some one should be in
supreme command. There may be other officers in a subordinate
position-generals, colonels, majors and lieutenants, but all these,
as well as the rank and file, are under the supreme control of the
Commander-in-chief. Once an order goes forth from him it must
be obeyed. By means of aeroplanes, telegrams, telephones and
messengers he is kept informed of the numbers, the position, the
tactics and the designs of the enemy. Information from all parts
of the field of operations comes to him. He has therefore a full
and comprehensive knowledge of the situation, and is well able,
in consequence, to wisely direct the campaign against the enemy.
All officers and men, therefore, are expected to obey his commands
and to carry out his orders without question.
Now there is One Who has supreme control over all who have
been enrolled as Christian soldiers. Let us consider Him as
Commander-in-chief of the Church militant here upon earth.
1. He is a duly-authorized Commander.
The soldiers of an army would not recognize the authority of a
commander who was self-appointed. They must be assured that
their commander has been appointed by the proper governing
authority or they will refuse to obey his orders. The Lord Jesus
Christ, the Captain of our salvation, is not self-appointed. He
has not taken this honour to Himself, but Jehovah His Father has
said, "Behold, I have given Him for . . . a Leader and Commander to the people." The Father hath appointed Him to this
high office. "The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things
into His hand" (John iii. 35). Hence the Son could say, "All
authority hath been given unto Me in heaven and on earth"
(Matt. xxviii. 18, R.V.). He is fully authorized, then, to take full
and supreme control of His people, and to claim from them wholehearted obedience. They are not left in doubt as to Who is their
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Captain. He has been designated as " Captain of the host of the
Lord" (J:oshua v. 14). His people owe allegiance to Him, and to
Him alone. He is their Lord and Master, and they are to listen
to His voice, and to observe all things whatsoever He has commanded. He is the dulv-authorized Leader and Commander of
His people.
2. He is a fully-qualified Command€1·.
He is qualified because of His wide knowledge. He knows all
about the art of spiritual warfare. He is well acquainted with
the devices, the plans and the designs of our great spiritual enemy.
As God, He is Omniscient. "Neither is there any creature that
is not manifest in His sight: but all things are naked and opened
unto the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do." We can say to
Him, "Now are we sure that Thou knowest all things" (John xvi.
30). In Him are hid" all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."
No plan of Satan is hidden from His view. When Satan designed
to sift His disciples as wheat, his evil design was known to our
great Commander, and He prayed specially for Peter, but doubtless
for all the other Apostles, that their faith should not fail. The
great Head of the Church knows where Satan will concentrate his
forces, whom he intends to attack, and the new artillery which he
will use in order to overthrow the Lord's people. He needs no
spies, and no aeroplanes to inform Him of the disposition of the
enemy's forces. The plans of Satan's campaign were all known
to Him before the foundation of the world, and hence He became
a Party to, and the Surety of, the eternal Covenant, in order that,
in the fulness of time, "He might destroy him that had the power
of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" (Heb. ii. 14, 15).
He is fully qualified because of His unlimited powers. A commander needs to be strong, able to endure the hardships of a long
campaign, and able to bear the strain of the multiplicity of duties
which fall to him. Our Commander is " the mighty God," "the
Lord God Almighty." He is always fit. He can never be overstrained, or run down. "Hast thou not known? Hast thou not
heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends
of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? " (Isa. xl. 28.) He
will never weary of the campaign against Satan and sin. He is
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able, because of His omnipotence, to conduct it to a victorious
issue. Winds and sea obey Him. Demons are obliged to do His
bidding. He is " on the right hand of God; angels and authorities
and powers being made subject unto Him " (1 Peter iii. 22).
He is fully qualified because ot His wide experience. "The Lord
is a man of war." He fought for His people at the Red Sea. "His
right hand dashed in pieces the enemy." "The enemy said, I
will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my lust shall
be satisfied upon them; I will draw my sword, my hand shall
destroy them. Thou didst blow with Thy wind, the sea covered
them: they sank as lead in the mighty waters. Who is like unto
Thee, 0 Lord, among the gods ~ Who is like Thee, glorious in
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? Thou stretchedst out
Thy right hand, the earth swallowed them" (Exod. xv. 3, 6, 9-12).
He fought for His people when the Amalekites confronted them
and their enemies were discomfited with the edge of the sword.
The seven nations of Canaan were overthrown because the Lord
fought for Israel. He subdued Jabin, king of Canaan; He
"thundered with a great thunder" against the Philistines; He
"smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and
five thousand"; He" smote the Ethiopians before Asa " and He
" fought against the enemies of Israel" in the days of J ehoshaphat.
When He became man He met the great and mighty enemy of our
souls in single combat, and vanquished him. He" spoiled
principalities and powers" and "made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them." Thus because of His wide knowledge,
unlimited powers and large experience, He is fully qualified to
command and to lead His people against the enemy.
3. He is a lovable Oommander.
He is worthy of the love of all His followers. He has had their
temporal and eternal interests at heart from all eternity. He has
loved them with an everlasting love. From eternal times He
enrolled them in His heavenly register, and numbered them as His
people. So great was His love for them that He came from heaven,
and laid down His life as their Substitute, in order to deliver them
from the hands of the enemy. Having risen from the dead, He
has taken His seat at the right hand of God in order to use His
supreme power to lead them on to victory and to glory. The
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beauty of His character is such that His people's hearts are
attracted to Him. He is "fairer than the children of men."
Grace is poured into His lips. He is "the chiefest among ten
thousand." "He is altogether lovely." Each of His followers
is impelled to say, "He loved me and gave Himself for me," and
tbe whole company of His people have such a deep sense of His
love for them that they sing, "Unto Him That loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings
and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
4. He is a trustworthy Commander.
The fullest trust may be reposed in Him in connect,ion with the
great campaign against the powers of darkness. He can be fully
relied upon to command and to lead His people wisely. No
mistakes can be made by Him Who is omniscient. Unreserved
confidence can be placed in Him. We can say, "Behold, God is
my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid."
5. He is a strict Commander.
Though full of kindness and love to His followers, He expects
full and ready obedience to His commands. "No man that
warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier" (2 Tim. ii. 4).
This should be true of every good soldier of Jesus Christ. His
supreme aim should be to please Him Who hath inscribed his name
in the Lamb's book of life. The great Commander died for His
people "that they which live should not henceforth live unto
themselves, but unto Him Which died for them, and rose again"
(2 Cor. v. 15). All His followers are to be taught to observe all
things whatsoever He has commanded. Love to Him is manifested by obedience. "If ye love Me, keep My commandments."
"Ye are My friends if ye do whatsoever I command you." He
is the Head, and He claims that His Church should be subject
unto Him. "Hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep
His commandments. He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth
not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But
whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in Him" (1 John ii. 3-5).
Reader, is Christ thy Commander ~ Has the Spirit sweetly
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assured thee that He has in love to thy soul atoned for thy sins and
rescued thee from the camp and power of the enemy ~ If so,
remember that God hath given Him to be thy Co=ander, that
He is fully qualified for this high office, and that He is worthy of
thy love and of thy confidence, and that thy supreme aim should
be to please Him. All His followers should be ready to say,
"Behold, Thy servants are ready to do whatsoever my Lord the
King shall appoint" (2 Sam. xv. 15).
" My dear Almighty Lord,
My Conqueror and my King,
Thy sceptre and Thy sword,
Thy reigning grace I sing;
Thine is the power; behold I sit
In willing bonds before Thy feet.
" Now let my soul arise,
And tread the tempter down ;
My Captain leads me forth
To conquest and a crown;
A feeble saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way.
" Should all the hosts of death,
And powers of hell unknown,
Put their most dreadfol forms
Of rage and mischief on ;
I shall be safe, for Christ displays
Superior power, and guardian grace."-(Watts).

Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.

"THY WORD IS TRUTH."
book is there that can touch our hearts, raise our thoughts,
warm our affections, and inspire our hopes-as regards the futurelike the Bible 1 It stands alone. Take away the Word of God from
our midst and you would blot out the sun from the heavens. Darkness
would cover all the earth. Black despair would fill the souls of men.
We should stand at the grave of Jesus weeping, mourning and crying,
. They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have
laid Him.' My beloved brethren, read, study, meditate in and
earnestly contend for the Word of God. 'Thy Word is truth.' "The Rev. J. Battersbll.
" WHAT
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WELLSPRINGEl.
" He brought me forth also into a large place: He delivered me, because
He delighted in me."-2 SAMUEL xxii. 20.
WE are told what was the occasion of this song of thanksgiving_the
desire of the sweet Psalmist of Israel to record the gracious delivering hand
of his God. "And David spake unto the Lord the words of this song
in the day that the Lord had delivered him out of the hand of all his
enemies, and out of the hand of Sau!." He had proved how the Lord's
faithfulness surpassed the strongest enemy, and how the mighty
Redeemer had, according to promise, pleaded the cause of His defenceless servant, and had at length commanded deliverances for His own.
It was a life-long struggle, a succession of battles, for" there was long
war between the house of Saul and the house of David: but David
waxed stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and
weaker." Meanwhile, however, the Lord's dear servant had many a
humbling lesson to learn and much of the treachery of his own heart
to prove. It is thus with us, and it is just begging our way and fighting every inch of the road Home, as clouds and conflicts, fightings with·
out and foes within, beset us. Sometimes we are brought to such a
low pass as to despair almost of life. But the eternally planted seed
of hope within us can not die, and the soul in its lowest state is encouraged to " look yet again to Thy holy temple," and in looking, lives.
David knew all this. He" took the stronghold of Zion." He" went
on, and grew great, and the Lord God of hosts was with him." He
"perceived that the Lord had established him king over Israel, and
that He had exalted his kingdom for His people Israel's sake." He
said, "The Lord hath broken forth upon mine enemies before me,"
but there was many a grievous fall after that, and dear David was
brought to silence when "the thing that David had done displeased
the Lord." After that, David could say of Shimei, "Let him curse,
for the Lord hath bidden him." After that, David fled from the pursuing enemy with his little band; and in the chapter leading up to that
from which our text is taken, how markedly is it recorded, "There
was again a battle with the Philistines "; "The Philistines had yet
war against Israel"; "There was again a battle in Gob with the
Philistines"; "And there was yet a battle in Gath," where a giant
other than Goliath had to be defeated and slain. Thus the God of His
servant leads us; and every child of His, called to be a soldier, called
to fight and press on, overcoming by faith every enemy which wars
against the soul, will read his experience here and rejoice in the opening words of our chapter that a Day is coming when the Mighty Victor
will give His saints to tread down their last enemy and sing the song
of Moses and the Lamb, for" the Lord had delivered him out of the
hand of all his enemies," and sing the song of salvation from their
Rock. "He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them that
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hated me: for they were too strong for me. 'l'hey prevented me
in the day of my calamity: but the Lord was my stay. He brought
me forth also into a large place: He delivered me, because He delighted

. me. "
In
" He brought me forth."

What a gracious word is this! What a note
of triumphant joy! And what a pure crown to set upon Jesus, Who
alone has all the rightful glory of His people's salvation. All God's
children are brought-forth ones. They are begotten of God-" begotten
again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead." They are brought forth on their pilgrimage journey, and every
step marks the delivering hand of their God. We get this lovely word
in the First Epistle of John (ii. 12), where the Lord's dear and holy
servant is inspired to address his" little children": "I write unto you,
little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His Name's
sake." . The word might be translated, "I write unto you broughtforth ones," including fathers, young men, and children, whilst it differs
from the terms in the next two verses in point of age and diversity of
gifts, as my beloved friend and Pastor, Mr. Ormiston, once pointed
out. Is not this lovely! Who would not be among those "little
children "-His brought-forth ones, His weak, defenceless, helpless'
little lambs, who need their Shepherd's care, and who are carried in
His bosom and find their sweet shelter there 1
In dwelling upon this subject, my mind has been carried back to
some months ago, when at our much-valued Bible Class, where a few
of the Lord's remembrancers find it good to meet and hold communion
over the blessed Word, the subject given in by a member was-The
Lord's Bringings Concerning His People. It was a helpful and encouraging evening, and it may be that in gathering up the fragments, and
utilizing some of the gracious remarks made, we may be sending portions to those for whom nothing was prepared, and they with us may
thus share the spoil. Without further apology for quoting some of
the speakers' remarks, I will give the opening words of Mr. W. - - ,
whose subject it was: "The Lord's Bringings Concerning His People
is an encouraging and God-honouring truth, which is sooner or later
made known to the heart of everyone of the Lord's people; and they
are enabled by the Holy Spirit's teaching to believe and realize wbat
the Psalmist said, 'God performeth all things for me.' The weakest
and youngest believer need not doubt but that the Lord will ' bring'
him into the enjoyment and assurance of all the fulness of the' riches
of Christ.' I think sometimes that seekers are discomaged by too
many invitations to 'come,' and they are liable to think that their
salvation depends upon their 'coming' more than on the Lord's
'bringing.' But' Thus saith the Lord' again and again, , I will bring.'
I love the Holy Ghost's declaration by Peter (1 Peter iii. 18): 'Christ
also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might
bring us to God.' Christ has made Himself responsible to ' bring' all
His redeemed ones to God, to the Father. See also John vi. 37, 44,
and 65. Seeking souls should endeavour to ' encourage themselves in
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the Lord,' as David did, and in ' the work which His goodness began.'
He is always first.
U

I

Had not Thy choice prevented mine,

I ne'er had chosen Thee.'
" , He That hath begun a good work in you will perform it unto the
day of .J esus Christ.' In J er. iii. 14, we read: 'I will take you . . .
and I will bring you to Zion.' In Jer. xxxii. 42: 'I will br-ing upon
them all the good that I have promised them.' We are the sheep of
whom Jesus speaks in John viii. 16: 'Them also I must bring.' 'Blessed
[indeed] is the man whom Thou choosest and causest to approach unto
Thee.' Let us notice some of the precious and gracious provisions and
promises made for our comfort. Do we mourn our forgetfulness
of Divine realities? 'He shall bring all things to your remembrance.'
Do we fear the future? 'Behold, I send an Angel before thee . . .
to bring thee into the place which I have prepared.' Do we fear the
way? 'Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and
He shall bring it to pass.' Are we in bondage? ' He bringeth out
them that are bound.' Are we in distress? 'He b,.·ingeth them out
of their distresses'; and 'so He bringeth them to their desired
haven.' The Lord does everything for His people. May He give us
grace to leave Him to order and to bring to pass all our way, 'nor
doubt our inmost needs are known to Him Who chose us for His
own. , "
These helpful remarks were followed up by Mr. B--, who said:
" All believers are included in the Lord's Prayer of John xvii. The
means used to the bringing of them in is in most cases the Word. The
Gospel is preached by the Lord's sent servants and the Holy Spirit
witnesses thereby. It is not for us to choose our congregations, but
to go to all to whom the Lord sends us. The Holy Spirit is concerned
in the work, with the Father and His dear Son, to open the hearts and
breathe the breath of life. 'Other sheep,' said Jesus, 'I have . . .
them also I must bring.' He was under Divine obligation to bring
them, and having brought them into the fold, there was another bringing-a bringing through the wilderness, a bringing them through all
their difficulties, trials, and temptations. We may wonder why, in
many a trial sent us, but He has His eye upon the end. Paul's' thorn
in the flesh' was the way of bringing him low and making him dependent
upon his heavenly Father. Jacob said from a low place, ' All these
things are against me,' but they were all the time working for him and
bringing him the blessing in the' afterward' which his God had in
store for him."
After these gracious remarks, Mr. D-- observed that as God brought
the children of Israel up out of Egypt, and brought them through the
Red Sea and through the wilderness, so would He bring His children
out of the power of Satan, and keep them all the way. "For," he said,
" we should long after Egypt as they of old, did not the Lord keep us.
Our confidence is that we shall not fail to enter heaven, and He will
bring us Ho!!).e to God." The Scriptures to which Mr. D-- turned
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our thoughts for consideration were Ecclesiastes xi. 9 and xii. 14, Job
xxx. 23, Isa. xlvi. 13, Hosea ii. 14, 1 Tbess. iv. 14, 1 Pet. iii. 18, and
Psa. xx"..vii. 5, 6.
Miss G. A-- referred to the type of Eve being brought unto Adam
as the Church of God being brought to Christ; and the oft-repeated
promise of how the Lord would bring again the captivity of His people;
and Miss M. 0 - - quoted, "I will bring you out of the burdens of
the Egyptians, and bring you unto the land," and said how in her
father's Bible, against Isa. xlii. 16, he had written" MERCY!" l'liss D.
W-- referred the class to Psalm cvii. 12, and to how the Lord had
promised to " bring the third part through the fire," and how they
would find His bringing and delivering hand in all their tribulations.
Miss J. A--'s remarks were: "God brought His children out of
Egypt (Num. xxiii. 22). He said to Jacob, ' Fear not to go down. . . .
I will go down with thee'; so to Jacob's seed, halting as tbey are, He
says in their aflliction, ' Fear not, for I am with thee,' , Neither faint
when thou art rebuked of Him.' God brought them into Egypt--, Thou broughtest us into the net.' It was for the saving alive of their
bodies. So says the afllicted soul, labouring like them amongst the
bricks, 'In all these things '-sorrows and toils-' is the life of my
spirit.' In fact, the more they were afllicted, the more they grew.
God brought them there to increase them. Then He looked on their
afliiction and bondage. He heard their cry. He came down to deliver,
and said, 'I will bring you up.' The Egyptian bondage was heavy;
Christ's bondage is light: the Egyptian one hard; the Lord's compassions fail not. The bitterness of Egypt gave place to the honey of
Canaan. 'He brought us out from thence, that He might bring us in '
(Deut. vi. 23). There is a precious promise in Psa. Lxviii. 22: 'I will
bring l'ly people again from the depths of the sea.' It may be adapting
rather than interpreting to think of the Red Sea of Christ's blood.
The Lord casts all our iniquity, He says, into the depths of the sea.
, Sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.' A
repeated e,,-perience of this bringing again and again, means a cleansed
.
"
conSClence.
Finally, the writer's remarks were that" all the Lord's bringings concerning His people depend upon the character of the Bringer, and He
is graciously presented to us in many ways. Thus: Are we soldiers
of Jesus Christ 1 Then He is our Captain (Heb. ii. 10). Are we sheep
of His pasture 1 Then the Lord is our Shepherd (John x. 16). Are
we sorrowing over some backsliding or temptation 1 He is His people's
Deliverer (Psa. xl. 2). Are we sick 1 He is the Divine Healer (Matt.
xvii. 17). Are we blind, and knowing not the way 1 He has undertaken to be our Guide and Teacher (Isa. xlii. 16). And when the whole
Church is seen perfect and complete, the Bride adorned for her Husband,
she shall be brought and presented unto the heavenly Bridegroom and
King of her salvation (Psa. xlv. 14). Whom the Lord brings He
brings in loving consideration. Jesus dealt with all manner of diseases.
He is the same to-day. He deals sovereignly and specifically with
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character and individual. And thus is shown the marvellous condescension of Jesus. Heb. ii. 10 sets this out: 'Wherefore He is not
ashamed to call them brethren.' He has been made perfect (as Man)
through suffering, and so He is one with His brethren. He has identified Himself with them. ' He knows the weakness of our frame, for
He has felt the same.' 'In all their afflictions He was affiicted.' And
then bringing implies they can not come of themselves. 'Ye were as
sheep going astray, but are now retumed [the Passive Voice] to the
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.' "
Such, dear readers, are some of the gleanings of one of our Bible
Classes. And you will set your seal to the truth of the utterances.
You will say with David, "He brought me forth also into a large
place: He delivered me, because He delighted in me." Yes; God's
brought-forth ones will be the subjects of His providential and gracious
care to the last step. It is all becauseHehada favour unto them. That
is the secret. We can not attempt to understand it, nor explain it.
It is "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." The Lord
loves, because He will love, His people.
And these are the truths in our happy experience which bring us on
our way rejoicing. He brings out of bondage into holy happy liberty.
" A large place "-the very opposite to a strait and cramped place.
We have been shut up and walking in darkness. But He leaves us
not there. In His own time and wonder-working way, our God of
deliverances, the God of all our salvation, arises, and will bring us
forth to the light, bring us out of all unbelief, and we shall walk at
liberty when our steps are enlarged. Meanwhile, whatever be our
experiences, however restless our spirits be, and however trying the
exercise of faith, may we hold us still in the Lord, and encourage our
souls to wait continually upon Him and humbly for Him, to wait
patiently for His appearing and salvation.
H

Be still, my hearh I These aBxious careS
To thee are burdens, thorns, and snares;

They cast dishonour on the Lord.
And contradict His gracious Word.
"Brought safely by His hand thus far.
Why wilt thou now give place to fear?
How canst thou want if He provide,
Or lose thy way with such a Guide?
"He Who has helped me hitherto
Will help me all my journey through;
And give me daily cause to raise
New Ebenezers to His praise."

You, dear child of God, among His brought-forth ones, will have cause
to sing of His delivering grace through every step of your pilgrimage,
and hereafter join the ransomed host about the throne in singing,
" Salvation to our God Which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb," for ever and for ever.
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THE FRONTISPIECE.
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
IN connection with this month's instalment of " A Gospel Ministry
of Fifty Years," we give our Readers a Photograph of the EXTERIOR
of the CHURCH of ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL. The foundation of
the building dates back to the reign of Henry the Second, about the
year 1170, and documentary evidence is in favour of the founder
having been William Earl of Gloucester.
Within the walls of this ancient Church the glorious truths of the
Gospel of the Sovereign Grace of GOD-the only hope for sin-convicted
souls-have been proclaimed with no uncertain sound for many
generations past, and our humble prayer to GOD is that thus it may
be t.ill "the coming of our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (1 Corinthians i. 7).

SctlllOlH,

anti jitotef.l of Sermon!).

STEADFAST, UNMOVEABLE, FRUITFUL.
A SERMON PREACHED BY TIlE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, DECEMBER 7TH, 1879,
ON THE OCCASION OF THE
DEATH OF THE REY. S. A. WALKER, M.A., RECTOR.

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord."-1 CORINTHIANS xv. 58.
SUCH was the voice of our precious brother's example while he was
yet with us. Such, too, in sevenfold force, is the lesson which the
unlooked-for ending of his trnly apostolic ministry this day proclaims,
not only to this sorrowing cougregation, but to the Church of God
at large. The word "apostolic" I employ advisedly. For, every
God-sent minister, every Spirit-called and Spirit-qualified ambassador
of Christ, is not only a true successor of the twelve Apostles, but, so
far as he is a faithful expositor of the Word of grace, is himself an
.apostle-as the inspired Epistles instruct us. 2 Cor. viii. 23:
" Whether any do inqnire of Titus, he is my partner and fellowhelper
concerning you: or our brethren be inquired of, they are the
messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ"; Phi!. ii. 25 :
" Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother,
.and companion in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and
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he that ministered to my wants." An apostle is one who is sent to
bear a message to others; and a faithful apostle of the Lord Jesus
Christ-the King of kings-is one who, without calculating consequences either to himself or his message, delivers fully, simply, and
humbly, that Gospel word of salvation with which he has been Divinely
put in trust. The fear of man which" bringeth a snare," the opposition of a graceless" religious world," the persecution of " the world"
(popularly so called), and the ceaseless attacks of Satan from within
and without, although to such God-sent men they are sore and constant
trials of faith, yet, by their failure to silence or temper the voice of
Gospel testimony, do but set on the Lord's servants the infallible
mark which distinguishes the apostles of Christ from the apostles of
Satan.
The days upon which, in God's providence, our lot has fallen, afford
singular opportunity for the utterance of distinctive, Scriptural
testimony. The prophetic Word plainly affirms that the" last days"
of this Gospel dispensation shall be sifting days. The" many" are
to fall away from God's revealed Truth-a" little flock" is to stand
firm in the" old paths." We may here observe, St. Paul in his timewhen "the mystery of iniquity" but began to "work "-resisted,
without any feint of compromise, all such as tampered with even one
of the doctrines of the Gospel. He discerned the beginning of evil
in such a disposition. True, the falsehood of the reasoning which led
men to call the glorious hope of the Church into question, might not
appear to all, but, a; a well-instructed scribe whose duty lay in the
defence as well as in the assertion of the Gospel, he loyally, intelligently,
and invincibly set himself to expose the fatal fallacies of such as sought
to pervert the revelation of the Most High. Well grounded himself
in the foundation truths of Christ's finished work, and taught of the
Spirit in the intimate relations of each part of that work to the whole,
he stood forth a well-skilled soldier of Christ to resist every assault
that might be made on the details of that salvation which had cost
his beloved Master His precious blood. Did some one, or some system
of man's devising, deny the resurrection of the dead? Then he
maintained if there be no resurrection of the dead, Christ Who died, as
the Substitute of His people, is not risen. And if the Substitute be
not risen as the justified representative of His people, then it is vain
to believe in Him for justification, then are all believers in Him
deceived, then are all who preach His Name impostors, theu are all
who look to Him for pardon yet in their sins, then have all who died
in the hope of His Gospel perished, and then all who live in that hope
are supremely miserable. But, as one steadfastly settled by sovereign
grace, his testimony only warms in energy by reason of the opposition
of seducing and carnal men, and he breaks forth in the immortal terms
of the 20th verse :-" But now is Christ risen from the dead, and
become the firstfrnits of them that slept." There we have the typical
apostle entrenched in a position "stedfast, unmoveable," prepared
to fight out the cause of God's Truth till not a single argument is left
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which does not leave its advocate an open assailant on the fact of a
written revelation. Let who would choose that apostate issue, the
only remaining one was that the redeemed of the Lord had a right to
rejoice out of grace-renewed hearts :-" Thanks be to God, Which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." No middle
course of teaching or of believing lay, in the Apostle Paul's inspired
judgment, between victory or failure on the part of Him Wbo " died
for our sins according to the Scriptures." Either He did so die and
put away effectually the sins of those whom He meritoriously
represented, or the Holy Scriptures which so foretold His personal
sacrifice spake an untruth, misled souls, and dishonoured Him Whose
holy Name they bare. But Paul was one who, in his own heart's
experience, had pl'Oved the power of Christ's resurrection. "The
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law." This was
a truth which the grace of God had burnt painfully into his soul. The
holy and perfect law of the living God had shone in with all its dazzling,
searching, judging light, and his guilty conscience had awfully realized
the truth that not only by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified,
but also that he is " cursed who continueth not in all things written
in the book of the law to do them." Thus convicted, Sanl of Tarsus
bad been led by the Spirit of grace to look off, in sheer despair, fl'Om
self unto Him Who" once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust,"
and Who is " the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth." And there finding acceptance, peace, and the promise
of eternal inheritance, he remained "stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord." The doctrines of the Gospel of
Christ, the truths of inspired Scripture, the calling of the Church to be
God's uncompromising and responsible witness to those doctrines
and truths, on earth, were to the Apostle no mere matters of open
opinion, liable at the will of man to be adopted 01' rejected, like the
philosophies of man, but the absolute dicta of Him" Who was, and is,
and is to come." God had spoken once in His holiness, and whether
men heard or forbore to hear at the lips and pen of His sent servant,
affected not the matter or measure of the Apostle's testimony. The
bold characteristic of his ministry was: "If I pleascd men, I should
not be the servant of Christ." And possessed through Divine grace
of this blessed conviction that God's once-delivered Truth is unchangeable, imperishable, and all-sufficient for the salvation-ends its Author
has in view, we find the great Apostle of the Gentiles exhorting in our
text his " beloved brethren" at Corinth to walk by the same rule, to
mind the same thing. "Therefore," says he-that is, on the sure
grounds of Christ's "victory" over the sting of His Church's sinthat victory which God, as a free-grace gift, bestoweth on the redeemed
-let everyone of that privileged number be " stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord." Who, if not they, should
in the midst of life's ever·shifting circumstances thus deport themselves? Who. but such as the distinguishing operations of the Holy
Ghost have made superior to the vain and shifting reasonings of man
26
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concerning those things which, being spiritual, are infinitely beyond
his knowledge, should live in a daily habit of dying without the fear
of death!
The course of my observations has no doubt already suggested to
your minds the character, service, and leading principles of that
honoured man of God whose pulpit I may well say is this morning
vacant. Helpless, however, as I feel myself in attempting to give
expression to those sentiments of Christian affection which have largely
induced me to respond to the request of his sore-stricken flock, I feel
that I must, in dependence on the Lord, endeavour to put unmistakably on record what this long-privileged congregation will be fnlly
prepared to confirm-that the apostolic ideal of the Christian's calling
was your late dear Pastor's practical ideal also-that the three characteristics of the well-founded believer were prominently his, namely,
(1) Steadfastness; (2) I=ovableness; and (3) Christian Fruitfulness.
Not more than briefly is it necessary to remind you of that nearly
llalf a century-now for ever past-during the greater part of which
he was" a workman needing not to be ashamed." For, to the praise
of God's grace, upon his dying bed he told how he looked upon his
carliest sermons as-Scripturally considered-most unsatisfactory.
Like that greatly owned man of God, the late William Parks, Rector
of Openshaw, and many more of the Lord's truest servants, when he
entered the ministry, " the deep things of God" which afterwards he
was so richly enabled to proclaim, were strangely hidden from his
soul. He learned God's precious Covenant Truth, not from the lips
or books of man, but from the Infallible Teacher Himself. He learned
the lesson, too, in God's own way, little by little, and, as all the
Lord's dear children are taught, by painful experience. The written
Word was his sole authority. God the Holy Ghost was the sought
Interpreter. Graciously humble was this disciple's heart. Blessed
with a clear judgment, convinced upon evidence that no one admitting
the existence of a Divine Sovereign could resist, and made the happy
subject of that revelation which enables the blood-sprinkled conscience
to cry, "Abba, Father "-he found himself amongst those whom
St. Paul exhorts as " dearly beloved brethren" to be ;1. "STEDFAST." The word originally used signifies being well
seated, settled, or fixed. And who shall say that the ministrations of
this pulpit for the past twenty-two years have not uniformly witnessed
the convictions and experiences of one firmly settled in the love, grace,
and counsel of a Triune Jehovah! The Bible, the Bible only, was his
text-book, and his sermon-book. "What saith the Scriptures!"
was his consistent appeal. Notbing short of the Father's everlasting
love towards His people, once for all chosen in Christ; of the special
redemption of that "peculiar people" by the sent Redeemer-God
the Son; and of the effectual work upon them and in them of God
the Spirit-with the inseparable fruits of those Covenant mercieswere the foundation theme of his lips. Well grounded himself in the
Rcck of Ages, it was the earnest and diligent object of his ministry
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to be instrumental in leading others into the like blessed liberty and
assurance of God's children. His cup of spiritual joy was one that
ran so over that he had ever a ready heart to serve his Master and his
Master's Church, either by pen or personal presence, at any cost of
convenience, rest, or even health. England, Scotland, Ireland,
France, Switzerland, Germany, all know his voice as that of one who
had so tasted and handled for himself the things of salvation that
what he advanced in the Name of Christ came with autbority and
weight. His presence in the assemblies of the saints at home and
abroad was always hailed with gratification. He always seemed to
come straight from the presence of his Lord with a message of light.
His face shone with that Gospel peace and joy which spriug alone
from a settled, intelligent, Scriptural perception of the grounds of the
sinner's acceptance in C!D:ist Jesus. The last time his welcome voice
was lifted up in my pulpit in Staffordshire (July 31st), his characteristic
text was: "Upon this Rock will I bnild My Church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it." His was indeed a rock-built
hope, and by consequence he spoke boldly, as the God-commissioned
minister should speak, the things that accompany salvation. Clearly
enough to him the Person and Finished Work of the Christ of God
were the only refuge for the perishing, the only consolation of the
afflicted, and the all-su:fficient inheritance of the saved; and these
he therefore sought to publish in his dying weakness, and with his
latest breath. Thus grounded in a well-justified view of Christ as his
soul's eternal salvation, he was enabled to take a decided place in these
days of expediency and laxity, and to dare to stand alone.
2. He was in the language of St. Paul, "hUlOVEABLE." For
many years he watched the religious horizon of England becoming
steadily clouded over with superstition, sensuousness, and forms of
error more or less foreboding our national overthrow. Like a true
watchman he sounded forth the warning note. Many around him,
some in high places of responsibility in the Church he so loyally served
unto the last, were, he saw, only too ready, for the sake of a false
peace, to enter into modified terms with that modern phase of Sacerdotalism which, if it have any meaning, dethrones Christ, denies the
completeness of His sacrifice, impugns the office and work of the
Spirit, and places an eartWy system above the written Word. To give
countenance, even for an hour, to any alliance with such enemies of
Him \¥ho has said once for all, " He that is not with Me, is against Me,"
our honoured brother would never consent. His principles were
" stedfast," he was consistent with them, and therefore he " immoveably" refused to approve the so-called "Church Congresses." To
be unequally yoked together with bread-worshippers and law-breakers,
in any voluntary association, was abhorrent to the sincerity of his
Scripturally enlightened conscience. So, too, in regard to that not
less perilous innovation of later years-" Mixed l\fissions." The manly
and high-principled protest which he published a few years ago when
he and other faithful ministers of our Protestant Church were invited

•

404

The Gospel Magazine

to ally themselves with some whose avowed aims were contrary to his
plain reading of our Scriptural Articles and Formularies, will, i doubt
not, stand forth in time to come as a landmark in the history of our
backsliding national co=union, and a faithful testimony to which
our rulers had done well to take heed. And here I may express my
own fervent hope that many of the voluminous productions of his
gifted and gracious pen will be gathered together and given to us as
a literature of expository and controversial labour unequalled in its
practical value in our own times. It is not in days like these, when, from
fleshly motives of expediency and the simulation of corporate peace,
men of whom we had a right to expect better things are yielding up
position after position of Bible protest, that we can allow a noble,
fearless, self·sacrificed life, such as that of the apostolic Pastor of this
flock, to end with the tearful service of Thursday last. We must have
it continually be/ore us. Though the hand of that ready writer now
rest from its countless labours and wait iu assured patience for the
resurrection palm and harp, its uncompromising records of Divine
Truth, its discriminating counsels, its fervent exhortations, and its
fatherly warnings, are still with us, and they must be scattered broad·
cast tlll'oughout the land, with much prayer to that God-both his
and ours-Who has promised us of the blessed dead that their works
shall" follow them."
But, in (hawing these few tributary remarks to a close, it is left us
to reflect upon the now finished course of him who has laid down at his
Captain's feet the well·worn sword wherewith he waged so victorious
a fight against the powers of evil, of error, and of falsehood, as that
of one whose main aim was in a direct manner to build up the Church
of God.
3. " Always abounding in the work of the Lord "-to be FRUITFUL
in that increase which cometh of the Holy Spirit, that was the all·
absorhing object of his ministry. 'fhe Person of the Lord Jesus, as
I have said, was the ever-present centre of his life-work. What he
did, he sought to do unto the Lord. Wherever he went-and his
journeys were often long, and, in advancing life, wearisome-it was
to do his Father's business. The" work of the Lord "-not work for
the Lord-was that which lay nearest his heart. It did not influence
his energy that the actual service was in behalf of some poor obscure
brother or sister in the Lord. The" cup of cold water" he would
gladly take hundreds of miles, for the Master's sake. Yet he rarely
referred to his abounding lahours. His kindnesses were kindly done,
and those nearest and dearest to him in Bristol hut partially know
the nature and extent of his Cluistian loving ministrations amongst
the scattered flock of Christ. As one of his oldest and most affectionately attached friends, I can hear witness of services done which
probably will never he named till He, Who never forgets the work
and labour of love done to the least of His brethren, shall Himself
tell them forth before assembled worlds. Look at the true catholicity
of that dear heart as year after year, for seventeen times, he lovingly

The Gospel Magazine

405

called together Christians without regard to the uncharity of sect to
sit down together beneath the shadow of Him Who was to his own
soul the Chiefest among ten thousand. Olifton Oonference is a factwith its hallowed associations to so many of us, its seasons of communion, of refreshing, of edification, its inner-court worship, its heart
songs, its heart-minglings, its lingerings on the border-land of Canaan·
Clifton Conference is a fact which tells with a thousand holy memories
that lle loved the SHADE OF REST AT HIS DEAR MASTER'S SIDE better
than the strife of the controversial battlefield-that the clash of arms
cost his tender spirit inexpressibly more than too many of his opponents
ever conceived, or some of his public friends credited him with. Those
who knew him in the atmosphere of his ceaseless activities, in his
study, in his home life, in the sick chamber, in the hour of family
perplexity, under the social roof of a friend-such alone can speak
forth the tenderness, the gentleness, the prudence, the cheerfulness,
the liberality, the tact, the resources, the mind of Christ, and the
depth of spirituality which the God of all grace treasured up in that
precious vessel of His mercy.
" Always abounding in the work of the Lord," either publicly or
privately, he has left behind him a legacy of example whereunto
we shall all do well, each in his own vocation, to take heed. His
indefatigable labours and sympathy in connection with the United
Bristol Mission for many years, and with the Irish Scripture Readers'
Society, bespeak the solemn consideration of our text on the part of
such as can minister the Word of salvation, though not called to
occupy, as he did, the position of stated pastors. His firm allegiance
to the cause of a Scriptural contention, in these perilous times, for
the Faith as against Popery and Rationalism, evidenced by his very
dying labours, calls to united action both ministers and people-bids
them make no terms with the Prince of Darkness, come he in whatever
guise-and commands them to be faithful in their testimony even
"unto death." His yearly Conferences tenderly whisper unto all
who love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, "Be kindly affectioned
one to another with brotherly love. . . . Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more as ye see the day approaching."
Beloved in the Lord, can such work as his be " in vain"? Has it
been thus far in vain in us? Has it not, rather, been owned of the
Spirit? Have not his words in times past been very sweet to our
taste because so Christful, so savoury, so gracious? Now, may the
same Holy Spirit make them sevenfold more precious, and more
potent. He has sown his seed. He emptied out the few last golden
grains from this pulpit. You had the final handful. Oh! see to it
that not a fragment of that Truth, of those solemn admonitions, of
those fatherly counsels, be lost. "Give "-oh! I beg you, by the
Truth he so faithfully spoke-" give the more earnest heed" to the
things which you have heard, lest at any time you let them slip. May
the prepared hearts that have received the Gospel at his lips these
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twenty years past be enabled indeed to remain" stedlast, unmoDcable,
always abounding in the work 01 the Lord," for no greater glory could
your sleeping Pastor desire for his adorable Lord than that, were it his
familiar voice instead of that of this stranger (who dearly loved him)
which addressed you this day.
Nor can I leave this his own hallowed pulpit without one reference
to his temporary resting yonder, where the weary body awaits the
trump which shall herald its perfected redemption.
" Silent ..nd Bafe in the holy keeping
Of Him Who holdeth the grave's cold key,
'They have laid thee down for the blessed sleeping,
The quiet rest which His dear ones see;
And why o'er thee should we weep the weeping,
For who would not rest by the side of thee? "

NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED ON LORD'S DAY MORNING, ApRIL 18TH, 1915,
AT STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD, BY THE REV. 'VILLIAM LUSH, RECTOR.
" For thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One 01 Israel; In returning and
rest shall ye be saved,. in quietness and in confidence shall be YOltr
strength: and ye would not."-ISAIAH xxx. 15.
How different the state of the people to whom these words were
originally addressed from that of the same people spoken of in Romans
xi. 26, where we read," There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer;
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob. And so all Israel shall
be saved." Then will the commanding word of Him Who commandeth
the blessing, even life for evermore, have gone forth, as we read in
Hosea xiv. 1: "0 Israel, return unto the Lord thy God." Look at
the contrast. When first addressed to them it is said, "They would
not." What was at that time their determination 1 "We will flee
upon horses," that is, we will trust to human strength. In Hosea xiv.
3 they say: "We will not ride upon horses, neither will we say any
more to the work of our hands, Ye are our gods." Why the difference 1
Because in the latter case they had experienced the truth of the word,
" In Thee the fatherless findeth mercy."
But every fallen child of Adam, whether Jew or Gentile, walks by
",-ature according to the course of this world, according to the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience, among wbom also we all had our manner of life in time
past, fulfilling the desires of the flesh or of the mind. Remembering
this, let us look at the words of our teArt spoken by the Holy One of
Israel.
Pass not lightly over the name of the Speaker, for it is only as we
are taught this Name by the Spirit that we shall ever realize our real
state by nature. Thus it was that Isaiah learned it (Isa. vi. 3). When
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seeing the vision and hearing the words, "Holy, holy, holy, is the
Lord of hosts," he was brought to feel his real standing, and cried out,
" Woe is me! for I am undone" (Isa. vi. 5). So it was with Saul of
Tarsus when seeing the light from heaven which reflected the holiness
of Christ, he cried out, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do 1 "
And thus it is, as the Psalmist says, that" In Thy light we see light."
From the words of our text without straining them, I think I can
see four things, namely, Repentance-Faith-Prayer-and Confidence.
First: Repentance. This follows as the result of being turned, as
Jeremiah xxxi. 19 says: "After that I was turned, I repented." My
hearers, there is not one of us but must experience this change, namely,
to be turned "from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
unto God." Why 1 Because," All we like sheep have gone astray,
we have turned everyone to his own way." Now notice, that this
turning of the lost sheep is the work of the Good Shepherd Who goeth
after the lost sheep until He find it (Luke xv.), and speaks of each such
as " My sheep which was lost." Man by nature thinks that it is in
his own power to turn to' God, but the Word of God declares the
opposite-that it must be done for him by Another. And so the
Apostle Peter shows when he uses the words, " Ye were as sheep going
astray, but are" [observe, not "have "] "now returned unto the
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." This change brings into the
soul that Godly sorrow which" worketh repentance unto salvation"
(2 Cor. vii. 10) and which is the work of Him Who is exalted" to be
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness
of sins" (Acts v. 31), and SlutS well with the poet's words.. Repentance is a gif. bestowed
To save a soul from death;
Gospel repentance toward God
Is always joined with faith."
Secondly; Rest of Faith. This is that rest of faith of which the
Saviour said, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest" (Matt. xi. 28); and is what is described in
the wordsH

I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad;
I found in Him a resting· place,

And He has made me glad "being produced in the soul by Him Who is the Author and Finisher
of faith.
This rest enjoyed is connected with what the Apostle calls" Your
work of faith, and labour of love" (1 Thess. i. 3), and is an evidence
of God's election, because the Gospel in such a case comes "not in
word only, but in power and in the Holy Ghost." Such work of faith
we find characterized by the Saviour in Mary's case as a " good work,"
and commended in the widow who cast two mites into the treasury;
whilst the Apostle bids us give all diligence to make our calling and
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election sure-that is, to evidence its certainty to our own hearts; so
that the true believer is no fatalist, but loves to be found walking in
God's commandments when God has set his heart at liberty.
Thirdly: Prayer. In the Lamentations of Jeremiah we read,
" It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the
salvation of the Lord" (iii. 26). But this waiting for the Lord always
pre-supposes waiting on the Lord, in prayer, in reading the Word, in
hearing the Gospel, and in attending on the ordinances of God. Such
shall experience the words, "They that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint"
(Isa. xl. 31).
And how all the circumstances of our lives make us to feel the need
of those precious words, " Wait on the Lord: be of good courage,
and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord."
So pre-eminently was it with Jacob, who said, " I have waited for
Thy salvation, 0 Lord," and closed his days with the testimony to the
truth of the faithfulness of a Covenant God, when he uttered the
exclamation, " The God That fed me all my life long, the Angel That
redeemed me from aU evil." Which may well lead us to ourFourth point: C(}n(idence in God, for He has never said to the seed
of Jacob, " Seek ye lIie in vain." And His grace will complete what
it first began, and never leave nor forsake the weakest of its children,
until it shall have brought them to eternal glory, and caused them to
set to their seal that "through all the changing scenes of life, in
trouble and in joy," they have been upheld, supported and kept by
Him.. Whose promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet."

For having loved His own which are in the world, He loveth them
unto the end, which endears to us the words of Toplady" Sweet in the confidence of faith
rro trust His firm decrees,

Sweet to lie passive in His hand
And know no will but His."
Not that the believer is always-I had almost said often-in this
happy frame of mind, for through the working of Satan he is often
But though
" tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt."
we believe not, He remaineth faithful, and can not and will not deny
Himself. So that the weakest of the family of faith shall hold the
beginning of his confidence firm unto the end, because it rests not on
one whose soul through many changes goes, but on Him Whose love
no variation knows, and thus enables the soul to realize"Weak as you are you shall not faint,
Or fainting shall not die;
,Jesus, the stl'engtb of every saint,

Will aid you from on high."
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" Being confident of trus very thing, that He Wlllch hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."
Now look at our text. In the first two clauses we have repentance
and faith, wruch are necessary to salvation; and in the latter two we
have that which constitutes the strength of a saved soul.
SEASONABLE AND SOUND ADVICE.
" Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before
thee."-PRoVERBS iv. 25.
So the Church in Solomon's day, hearing His voice in the promise
with the ear of faith, saw Him also with the eye of f(Lith, and uttered
an exclamation of admiring wonder, "Behold, He eometh, leaping
upon the mountains, skipping upon the rulls " (Song of Solomon ii. 8),
making no account of them that would exalt themselves against Zion,
His holy hill, as the faith of the Church of those days witnesseth:
" Why leap ye, ye rugh rulls 1 trus is the hill wruch God desireth to
dwell in; yea, the Lord will dwell in it for ever" (Psa. Lwiii. 16).
She looked right on to the time when the day should break by the
Incarnation of the Son of God, and the time arrive when the shadows
that went before, called shadows of good trungs to come, should flee
away. Her eyelids, though sometimes, as in the case of afflicted Job,
covered with the shadow of death, did yet with him also look straight
before her to the time when as her Redeemer He should stand upon
the earth in that surety obedience and blood·shedding in which in a
past eternity she stood interested as predestinated of God (1 Peter i. 2) ;
when He should make an end of her sin, abolish death, and bring life
and immortality to light. So we find her in Micah's days: "There·
fore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation:
my God will hear me."
Now, under the Gospel, the eyes of the called Church of God look
right on, to the end of affliction, to trungs not seen with the eye of
sense but seen to the eye of faith, even etemal things. For so saith the
Apostle: "Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us :1 far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things wruch are not
seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things
wruch are not seen are eternal." Whether their affliction be light or
heavy, their present troubles few or many, they are brought to and
kept to a feeling sense of the Covenant mercy of their Covenant God,
and so their inward cry is -and that by the Spirit's grace and power" Be merciful unto me, 0 God, be merciful unto me: for my soul
trusteth in Thee: yea, in the shadow of Thy wings will I make my
refuge, until these calamities be overpast." The child of God will do
this with his eyes looking to the Most High Who performeth all things
for rum, even sending from heaven and saving rum, as He did Paul
and Peter from the murderous determinations of their enemies.
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To-day also, those blessed in their souls with like precious faith will
look right on to Him Who is the alone Hope of His Israel, and the
Saviour thereof in a time of trouble. They will look right on to Him
Who is the only Mediator between God and men, Christ Jesus the
Lord, to Him and not to another, not to such "refuges of lies" as the
apostate Church of Rome holds out to poor sinners.
And there is a looking straight before them for the grace that is to
be brought to them at the appearing of Jesus. "Wherefore gird up
the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end "-that is, to
the end of the wilderness journey-" for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter i. 13).. This
hoping is a looking right on notwithstanding all opposing things of
time and sense-Demas's silver mine on the right hand, and lions in
the way on the left. '" Be sober': says Dl'. Gill on this Scripture"which is not only opposed to intemperance in eating and drinking
which greatly disqualifies for the above readiness and attention, but
also to a being inebriated with the cares of tbis life . . . and likewise
to a being intoxicated with errors and false doctrine which lull men
asleep and render them incapable of serving Christ and His Church."
So also says the Doctor of the grace that is to be hoped for, or looked
for: "The sense may be that there is grace tbat is now brought to
light by the Gospel, and that is brought home to the souls of God's
people through it: as electing grace, redeeming grace, justifying grace,
pardoning grace, adopting grace; and, in short salvation, as all of
grace, which Gospel is the revelation of Jesus Christ. It is a revelation
that is made by Him; and it is a revelation that is made of Him; it
is a revelation of the glory of His Person and offices. Herein is His
righteousness revealed from faith to faith; and here the riches of His
grace are made manifest, and laid to open view; life and immortality
are brought to light by Christ in it, and the way to eternal life, glory,
and salvation, as being by Christ, is pointed out by it; and all this
grace that is brought and set before the saints in the Gospel, they
ought to hope for, and comfortably believe their interest in, and
continue thus hoping, believing, and trusting to the end of their days,
as also when Christ shall be revealed from heaven, and appear a second
time and in glory."
Jesus thus as looked unto by a needy sinner, is All in all to such, and
viewed as the Father's unspeakable Gift unto him is all his salvation
and also all his desire. None in heaven but Him, none in earth to be
desired in the manifestations of His love, mercy and free grace to his
soul. He is found and proved to be what Solomon declares, " A gift
is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath it: whithersoever it
turneth, it prospereth." So Paul: "But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen
out rather unto the furtherance of the Gospel" (Phil. i. 12).
Lastly, the whole of the short sixty-seventh Psalm affords a solid
ground to faith, even to the faith of God's elect to-day, this day of
" distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring."
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Let the eyes of such look right on and their eyelids straight before
them to Him Who shall judge the people righteously, and govern the
nations upon earth; Who is to have dominion also from sea to sea,
and from the river unto the ends of the earth; Who is to have the
heathen for His inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for
His possession; Who must reign until all enemies are made His footstool. Let their eyes look right on to the time when the people shall
praise God for His manifested judgments as preparatory to the earth
yielding her increase, God's blessing us, all the ends of the earth
fearing Him; when His Name shall be great among the Gentiles, and
in every place, instead of the blasphemous God-dishonouring Mass,
incense shall be offered unto Him and a pure offering. "Christ was
once offered to hear the sins of many; and unto them that look for
Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation"
(Heb. ix. 28).
Birkenhead.
G. A.
SOME SCRIPTURE GARDENS.
" The Lord shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought,
and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not."-ISAIAH lviii. 11.

IN the earliest chapters of the Word of God we have a description of a
garden. And a garden seems suggested at the end of the Word, inasmuch as a " city" conveys the idea of gardens as part of itself. (Rcv.
xxi. 10, etc.) And there are two other gardens on which we would
also dwell. Thus we have: The garden of Eden, where sin entered.
The garden of Gethsemane, where sin was agonized over and dealt
with. The garden of J oseph, where sin and death were conquered.
" The garden of the Lord," or the New Jerusalem, where sin will have
no place. (Isa. li. 3.) Inseparably connected with these four is the
garden of the human heart. May the Holy Spirit enable us to ponder
"ith profit the thoughts which these five gardens suggest.
First, 'The Lord God planted a garden" (Gen. ii. 8). Alas! what
a sad, sad history belongs to that" garden." Soon, terribly soon, an
awful cloud overspread and enveloped it. So black, so awful was
that cloud, that the garden was metaphorically lost in it. Sin entered
in. Sin spoiled it beyond reclaim. Nothing is known of that garden
now. Even the very site of it is not certain. There the first man
was placed, and there he fell, involving all humanity in his fall. And
there, in that very garden, the Saviour stepped in, salvation was
promised, and the redemption of man foretold and assured. Wc
who are fallen through the sin of Eden, must needs praise for the
promise of Eden.
Secondly, the Lord Jesus Christ chose a garden for the scene of His
agony-the garden of Gethsemane. We with only finite knowledge can
not estimate in any way adequately what took place there. We know

412

The Gospel Magazine

that it was one of the Saviour's darkest hours, when "being in an
agony He prayed," first for the removal of the cup, but, finally, for
His Father's will to be done. "0 My Father, if it be possible, let this
cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt."
There His blood began to flow in bloody sweat. Nay! it had begun
to flow in earliest infancy-" When eight days were accomplished for
the circumcising of the Child, His name was called Jesus" (Luke ii. 21).
Though sinless, He observed the law for sinful man and suffered the
rite of circumcision. But of Gethsemane we read, " His sweat was as
it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground" (Luke xxii.
44). "The ground" in Eden was" cursed" for man's sake because
of sin (Gen. iii. 17); "the ground" in Gethsemane was blood stained
for man's sake because of sin. Perchance the writer to the Hebrews
refers to tears of blood in recording that He " in the days of His flesh
. . . offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears "
(v. 7). That would be " strong crying" indeed! Mortal man must
fail to grasp the agony and mental conflict which man's Redeemer passed
through then. But renewed mortal man, enlightened by the Holy
Spirit, can grasp the fact that it was wholly and solely for his redemption. What a charge sin made! What a price sin extorted! Oh,
wonderful redeeming love that paid it willingly, voluntarily! May
we realize more of the heinousness of sin as we dwell more on
Gethsemane. May we plead more earnestly to be kept from sin, as
we praise for our redemption.
Thirdly, the Saviour sanctified a garden by being buried in one. "Ve
do not know whether this garden was used for the burial of the man
who had intended to be entombed in it. Would he not probably feel
that the spot was too hallowed, too wonderful to be used for that
purpose 1 But we do know what happened there when the Lord of
Life left the tomb. The chain of death was broken by a living Saviour,
and that broken chain will never bind a believer eternally. "It was
not possible that He should be holden" of death, so He broke the
chain. Hence it is not possible for death to hold permanently any
one of His followers. The chain is snapped for eYer and unmendably
broken. How blessed for the believer! No stone-made tomb or
brick-built vault will be able to retain the bodies of the saints when
" all that are in the graves shall hear His Yoice." They" shall come
forth "-through all obstacles (John v. 29). For Christ has conquered
death. That was what happened" in the garden (where there was) a
new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid."
FourtWy, the Holy Spirit calls the human heart a garden. Repeatedly in that grand Song of Solomon we have this garden spoken of.
The heart is " a garden inclosed," in perfect safety when the Lord has
taken possession. (Song of So!. iv. 12.) But it is also" a fountain of
gardens" (iv. 15), ever sending out" living waters." It is a garden of
sunshine and breezes (iv. 16), healthy itself, and with health to others
flowing through and out of it. A garden that desires companionship
and longs to bring forth fruit for the use of the Beloved, and pleads,

The Gospel Magazine

413

" Let my Beloved come into His garden, and eat His pleasant fruits"
(iv. 16). And the ready response of the Beloved is: "I am come into
My garden. . . . I have gathered. . . . I have eaten. . . . I have
drunk" (v. 1). The Lord will receive back from us all that He has
freely given to us; be it only" a cup of cold water" bestowed on a
needy one, He reckons it as done unto Himself. Yes, He wills that
His garden be very fruitful, very flourishing, very productive. So
He urges us to " eat" and" drink abundantly" from Himself, that
we may be fed and feed others (v. 1, last part). Each human garden
where the Lord dwells will be a well kept and a well watered and a
well looked after garden. He bestows great love and much care on
His gardens. We are quite safe under His planting and pruning.
Albeit at times the knife is painfully sharp and the wind is chill-for
the training of life is humbling and trying indeed to the flesh-never·
theless the Gardener will never cut too deeply, or leave us too long
exposed to the cold. Our" inclosed garden" is protected by His
heavenly hands. Let us trust Him in all the vicissitudes of life, and
pray that our " fountains" may flow in healthy streams over others
and make us a blessing to our fellow-men, so tbat it can be said of this
renewed garden of the Lord, " Joy and gladness shall be found therein."
Fifthly, " The garden of the Lord" shall be the final habitation of
the children of God. (Isa. li. 3.) Perchance these words primarily
concern the Jews and Jerusalem, but they equally apply to the heavenly
Jerusalem which is being prepared for all His people. We may carry
the thought of this verse into the meaning of Rev. xxi. 10, etc. Too
marvellous for comprehension is this glorious future garden. "The
Lord is there" is possibly the best epitome of its beauty. And" His
servants shall serve Him" is the necessary outcome of " They shall see
His face." And the seeing Him as He is will transform them into His
likeness: "We shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is."
How one l,mgs to experience that!
Let us summarize these few thoughts. Man was originally placed
in a garden and forfeited it through sin. He lost his paradise when hc
lost his purity; the garden of his heart was also hopelessly defiled.
He was literally and morally cast out. Then the Saviour came in.
There, to fallen man, the Lord Jesus Christ came. "Where art thou 1 "
the Lord God asked him. "Hidden," answered man in his folly. But
not so hidden that the voice of God could not reach him-" I heard
Thy voice in the garden" (Gen. iii. 8-10). He was not hidden, but
found! The Spirit-awakened man is obliged to admit, " I heard Thy
voice in the garden." Ah!" The dead shall hear the voice of the Son
of God, and they that hear shall live" (John v. 25). Thus life was
promised even in the garden of death.
How soon each of us may be permitted to enter into the heavenly
garden of Zion we do not know, or whether we shall enter by the coming
of the Lord or first pass through the gates of death. But if we " seek
the Lord" and" follow after righteousness" (Isa. li. 1), we may rest
assUTed that these words fully apply to our future Home with the
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Lord, " The Lord shall comfort Zion: He will comfort all her waste
places; and He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert
like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody. . . . The redeemed of the
Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting
joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy;
and sorrow and mourning shall flee away" (Isa. li. 3, 11). "The
wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing" (Isa. xxxv. 1, 2) .
.. Within the garden of my heart,
Lord, let Thy love,
Fresh from above,
Soft as the south wind blow.
Call forth its bloom,
Wake its perfume,
And bid its spices flow.
.. Let not my garden barren be,
But when Thy voice
Makes earth rejoice,

The hills to laugh and sing,
Lord, teach my heart
To bear its part,
And join the praise of spring."

Clapton, N.E.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER

"PONDER THE PATH OF THY FEET."
PROVERBS

iv. 26.

'l'HIS exhortation came very sweetly one morning not long ago, and

especially so as immediately the Psalmist's words were flashed to
the soul and linked with it---" He set my feet upon a rock "-the
Rock of Ages, the Rock" cleft for me," "that spiritual Rock That
followed them: and that Rock was Christ" (1 Cor. x. 4). Oh," let
the inhabitant of the Rock sing," they who are" in the clefts of the
Rock." Ah, believer, He hath set thy feet upon a Rock, thou didst
not set thyself thereon. Thou wert grovelling in the mire of an empty
world of sin, buffeting with the winds and waves and quicksands, but
He raised thee-" He set my feet," He Himself "set my feet upon
a Rock "-Himself. Think of the characteristics of the rock.
Firm, impregnable, abiding, it withstands the fury of angry seas.
And another sweet Bible feature is its refreshing-" The shadow of a
great rock in a weary land." Thus He is at once safety and reviving.
My feet shall not slide or stumble on the Rock of Ages, and beneath
His shadow is great delight. My path shall be established on an
i=ovable foundation-fixed there.
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"On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand,
All other ground i. sinking sand."
He set my feet upon the Rock, and will keep me there.
"Ponder the path of thy feet." "I thought on my ways, and
turned my feet unto Thy testimonies" (Psa. CXIT. 59). " Thy
testimonies "-Thy Divine Word-Thy witnesses-Thy declarations
-Thy Covenant engagements-Thy law. "I have rejoiced in the
way of Thy testimonies, as much as in all riches" (Psa. cxix. 14).
" Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors." "I will
consider Thy testimonies." "Thy testimonies are my meditation."
" Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for ever: for they are
the rejoicing of my heart." "I love' Thy testimonies." "Give me
understanding, that I may know Thy testimonies." "Thy testimonies are wonderful." These are some of the expressions of the
Psalmist in the 119th Psalm. So what a blessed, rejoicing, desirable
way for the feet is the path of His testimonies. Not a hard repulsive
way, not a way we sm'ink from, as our feet walk in it, since H;s testi
monies are a delight, a heritage, a joy, and are beloved-" I love Thy
testimonies. "

" Ponde.: the path of thy feet." "I have refrained my feet from
every evil way." Yes, the pondering, the considering, the watching,
cause us to " cease from evil," to beware where we stand and where
we walk, and upon what we step and into which pathway we enter.
"I have refrained "-this implies temptation, an effort--" refrained
my feet." Ah! they are "set upon a Rock" and being upon Him,
every evil, every sin must be subdued, repressed, fought against.
Thank God we shall be " more than conquerors through Him That
loved us."
"Ponder the path of thy feet." "Thy Word is a lamp unto my
feet." The path will not be dark. It will be illumined by the Holy
Spirit Who is Himself the Enlightener, and it will be brightened by
the lamp of His Word. "Thy Word is a lamp "-a lighted lamp-when the Holy Spirit shines upon it and within it. "Thou wilt light
my candle," or as it is in the margin, "lamp." He Himself lights
the lamp which shines upon the path of the believer and irradiates
it with glory and clearness. "He goeth before on the love-lighted
way," and so the path can not be missed. And it is not lonely, for
He not only goes before but walks by the side of His dear children.
"Ponder the path of thy feet." "Thou hast delivered my feet
from falling." We have need to pray constantly, "Hold up my
goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip not." And He does.. Thou hast delivered my feet from falling." Thou, 0 God, hast
Thyself delivered. Yes, and He will deliver.
We read in another verse, "The steps of a good man are ordered
by the Lord." I dare say many of my readers recall the quaint saying
of a good man-" Yes, and his stops also." For the Lord puts stops
in the way of His people when they are running the wrong way, when
they are running into danger. He hinders them, prevents them, and
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so it comes to the same thing-the steps are ordered, and the stops
are ordered. Moreover," He delighteth in his way." Is it not a
wonderful thing, dear reader, that the Lord should actually delight
or rejoice in the way of His people? He loves to see them treading
the Zionward way, walking in His way, walking towards Him, walking
with Him, walking in the path that leadeth to light-to Himself.
He delights to see His people approach nearer and nearer to Himself
And the delight is reciprocal. Some of us say at the end of every day,
" A day's march nearet Home." Not that we are simply like" Wearyof-the-World" in the Pilgrim's Progress of Bunyan, but that we are
Homesick and longing to be with the Father in " the Father's House,"
feeling nevertheless His time is best. So He delights in our Homeward
way, ordering our very steps. Not merely the road and the march,
but the very steps. He delights in the way, and we delight too. After
this follow the words: "Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast
down: for the Lord upholdeth him with His hand." Thus the
believer's eonstant deliverance is assured. "Though he fall," or
as we should express it, slip or stumble, "he shall not be utterly cast
down." And why? "For the Lord upholdeth him with His hand."
There is something very precious in that upholding. He does not
uphold with a long pole at a distance, or with a rope whereby the
believer would be swung or pulled up. No, He never lets him fall so
low or so far from Himself as that, but with His own hand, the grasp
of His dear hand, that pierced hand which bled for the child of God,
whose very touch is healing and life, the Lord upholdeth-supportethraiseth. Is there not much significance in this expre~sion, " with His
hand" ?
" Ponder the path of thy feet." "He will not suffer thy foot to be
moved"; and again: "He suffereth not our feet to be moved "future, and pI·esent. The inference drawn horn this is not so much
the path to walk in as the standing. He will not suffer thy foot to be
moved from the Roek whereon He hath Himself set thy feet-the
Rock of salvation. As we read in this verse, " Which holdeth our soul
in life," or as it is in the margin, "Wlllch pUlleth our soul in life," in
cther words, " set our feet upon the Rock." Ah! He both pUlleth our
soul in life and holds or keeps it in life also. It is all grace, all the
way through. He suffereth not our feet to be moved.
11

Firm on the Rock of Ages,
Ever my trust shall be."

My foothold is safe there and it shall never be moved. He will not
permit it. "He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: He That keepeth
thee will not slumber." Oh, how full of comfort is this! If He were
engaged, or if He looked another way, or if He slept, how soon would
our feet slip! But He will not slumber. His watchful tender loving
eyes are always upon His people. "Lest any hurt it, I will keep it
night and day." He will not relax His hand or His eye.
" Ponder the path of thy feet." "How beautiful are thy feet with
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shoes, 0 prince's daughter!" He rapturously exclaims to His
Church. How beautiful with shoes-" Thy shoes shall be iron and
brass"; iron, strength: brass, the power of Christ: shoes, the
preparation of the Gospel of peace. Truly the believer's feet are
beautiful-strength, and power, and peace. Again: "How beautiful
are the feet of them that preach the Gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things! " (Rom. x. 15.) Oh, how we value-we who
are taught by the Spirit of God-how we value those who bring the
Gospel of the peace of God which passeth all understanding, who
bring glad tidings indeed of good things, the good things of salvation,
of the love of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, of the full free
sovereign grace t.hat chose and redeemed and will glorify.
" Ponder the path of thy feet." "Thou hast set my feet in a large
room "-the large room of Gospel ordinances, of Gospel privileges,
of Gospel joys. No narrow, confined, cramped space has He placed
the feet of His people within, but a large room. "Thou hast not
shllt me up into the hand of the enemy: Thou hast set my feet in a
lal'ge room "-Deliverance!
"Ponder the path of thy feet." "Make straight paths for your
feet," straight ways. And wherefore 1 "Lest that which is lame
be turned out of the way." Oh, how considerate He is for the weak
and the lame, for the halting! Does not this enjoin a constant,
consistent, holy walk, lest those who as yet walk very feebly, very
limpingly, looking to your walk and your footsteps, looking np to
you, lest they" be tnrned out of tbe way." Oh, believer! this is a.
solemn thought, that if thou walk not in a straight way, in the narrow
way that leadeth to life, looking not, swerving not to right or left,
looking straight forward only to Him Who Himself lighteth thy way,
then" that which is lame" may" be tnrned out of the way."
U

Christian soldier watchful be!
Many eyes are watching thee:
I

Satan watches to enthral,
Worldlings watch to see thee fall ;
Saviour, be Thou watchful too,
Guard and guide me safely through."
There is a responsibility in the walk of the believer, a responsibility
" lest that which is lame be turned out of the way."
There is another sense in which the straight path is ardently desired,
and that is in difficulty of any kind to know which is the crooked and
which is the straight or right way. The prayer Psa. v. 8 is thus our
daily, hourly petition: "Make Thy way straight before my face."
This was David's prayer, and we too long for His way to be seen, for
that is indeed always the right way, the straight way, the safe way,
though it may not always be the smooth way.
" Ponder the path of thy feet."
" He will keep the feet of His
saints." Ah! it is in His blessed keeping we are safe. "Kept by
the power of God," ganisoned in His strength. "The Lord is thy
keeper," the Lord Himself. He will keep the feet of His saints. He
27
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will not entrust the safe guarding to any other. Oh! how precious
the very feet of His saints are to Him, and how sacred the path they
tread is to Him! "Be not afraid of sudden fear," He says in another
part of His Word, "neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it
cometh." Why ~ "For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall
keep thy foot from being taken. " Yes, He keepeth the feet of His
saints and bids them " Fear not," for He keeps them upon the Rock
upon which He Himself has set their feet.
Once more, dear reader, "Ponder the path of thy feet." There is
a glorious time coming when " our feet shall stand within thy gates,
o Jerusalem," the heavenly Jerusalem, where " they shall walk with
Me in white; for they are worthy "-worthy through His blood and
righteousness. Ab! that blessed, blessed time within the holy,
glorious City, when" the nations of them which are saved shall walk
in the light of it," in the land of the living, when" they shall no more
go ou.
t"
"Hail to the Holy City,
The gathering-place of love,

The soul-desired City,
Jerusalem above."

NETTlE.
A SINNER SAVED BY GRACE.
By THE REV. W. LUSH, RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN·LE·FIELD,
LEICESTERSHIRE.
THE last great day will present to an assembled world the trophies of
Divine grace, who, washed in the blood of the Lamb, and loved with a
dateless love, were called by sovereign power to know Christ, " 'Whom
to know is life eternal." One of these wonders of redeeming love we
have brought to our notice in a brief memoir, a few extracts from
which may interest our readers. God, in great condescension, makes
use of human instrllmentality to carry on His gracious purpose of
saving sinners; but the direct, powerful, and invincible agency is the
Holy Ghost, whereby God's people, secretly loved, are in time openly
called, made to see and feel their lost condition, and by the same
sovereign efficacious power are enlightened to see and feel they have
redemption through Christ's blood-the forgiveness of sins. These
two blessed results of predestination to life are the marks and evidences
given in God's Word of a work of grace, and are felt, sooner or later,
in the heart of every saved soul. In the brief spiritual life of twentyone davs of the convicted felon Damel Mann, these two results were
marveliously displayed, and that to the praise of the glory of God's
grace, Who found this sinner in the depths of crime, and plucked him
as a brand from the burning. "Such were some of you," is the
Apostle's declaration to the Corinthian converts-not all alike as to
actual and open sin, but all on the same level as to sin in the naturesin in the heart. And so it is now. God's people are not, all found in
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the same depth of outward evil; but when the light of the Spirit is
let into the heart, each child in the family is taught his or her own
personal and secret depravity in thought, will, and affections; with
others in a way of comparison they have nothing to do-the cry is, God
be merciful to me, the sinner:
" He was 34 years of age when executed. His life, evidently, was a
wild one. I never spoke with him about his past life. Our interviews,
no matter how long, were wholly taken up with the Word of God.
An incident lifted the veil to me. I was turning the leaves of his
Testament to find a passage for him, when I noticed two verses crossed
out with pencil mark. They were 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 'What does that
mean? ' I asked. 'It is a part of my past catalogue,' he replied; 'but
by the blood of Jesus all is crossed out, and here is where I stand now.'
His finger pointed me to the verse just following, which was encircled
wit,h a pencil mark also. Five years before his execution, he was
convicted of house-breaking, with attempt to rob, and sentenced
to fourteen years in the Penitentiary at Kingston. Here, after five
years of his term had expired, he, with a fellow-convict, formed a plan
to escape. They were both employed at a lime-kiln, a short distance
from the Penitentiary walls, under a guard. At an hour when none
was near, one was to attract the guard's attention in some way, while
the other was to strike a blow sufficient to stun hin;.; they were then to
bind him hand and foot, and flee. For some time the heart failed
them, but at last, growing desperate, and while his fellow was amusing
the guard with some carved bones, Mann struck the blow which killed
the guard. They fled, but were taken again a short time after. This
was in July. After the judgment, which sent Mann to the scaffold and
his fellow back to the Penitentiary, Manu was transmitted to the common jail, where I first met him. When he arrived there, in November,
he could scarcely read at all in the large Testament he had; but such
was the power of the Holy Ghost over him that, before he died, he
read nearly as well as anyone can read, and but ,few passages could
be quoted without his being able to turn at once to them.
" I called on him for the first time on Friday the 18th of November,
1870. He appeared very cheerful, but his ways soon convinced me he
was doing all in his power to excite himself into happy feelings, to
drown the thought of his impending execution.
" Upon testing him a little as to the ground of the hope he expressed
concerning the life to come, I soon found it to be his thorough repentauce, his comparative freedom from evil desires, his great love to
God, etc. He thought surely he had made his peace with God, since
he had so many good things to show.
"I told him nothing he could do could save him; neither his repentance, nor his love, nor looking to the work of the Spirit in him, could
give him peace with God. 'You are lost,' I said: 'you are dead in
trespasses and sins-condemned already-and you might as well think
that weeping and promising to do better could put away the sentence
pronounced against you the other day, as to think your repentance, or
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your promises, or anything from you, can remove the curse of God's
eternal law which now hangs over you, as well as over every soul of
man who is not saved.'
" I told him the only thing which could meet a ' lost' man's need was
salvation-a 'dead' man needed li/e, and a ' condemned' man needed
mercy. I declared to him he was grievously mistaken if he thought
he had made his peace with God. He could never do that. 'What then
must I do ! ' said he, in a half·bewildered way. 'Read there: said I,
and my finger pointed to Colossians i. 20: 'And having made peace
through the blood 0/ His cross. .. .' I pointed again to Galatians
iii. 13, and said, 'Read again here! "Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the law, being made a .curse for us" . . . '
"I then besought him to read, thoughtfully and prayerfully, the
third, fourth, and fifth chapters of Romans, and commending him to
the Lord, Who alone, I knew, could open his blinded eyes, I left him in
his lonely cell.
" I did not call again until the following Tuesday, Nov. 22nd. The
turnkey at the entrance-door told me that one of the criminals was
anxious to see me since morning. Without asking which of the two, I
called first on the one occupying the cell nearest the entrance-door, but
found him much as before-more occupied with the actual consequences
of his crime than with his lost condition before God--ready enough
to pray and engage in devotional exercises; but completely blind as
to the g·round of salvation.
" I left him much downcast in my spirit-full of that dejection which
often makes me long to be with Christ, when I have set forth a finished
s.:tlvation before sinners, and they answer me, I'll try to do better; and
J had well-nigh forgotten the turnkey's announcement, when Daniel
~fann's cell being opened to me, I was soon reminded of it. Scarcely
had I taken my seat on the wooden bench beside him, when he said to
me: 'I longed to see you.' 'What for? ' said 1. 'Since daylight this
morning: said he, • I haven't been able to pray-l can only find time
and room for praise.' 'How is that? ' said I; 'what makes you so
happy!' 'You remember: said he, ' your visit to me last Friday, and
the three chapters you told me to read in Romans? Well, after pondering a good deal on what you had told me, and which sounded so
differently from anything I had ever heard, I read them over and over
again, but I seemed to get more miserable. All day Sunday, and all
day yesterday, were dark and gloomy. I felt as if I mnst surely
perish. Last night I could not close my eyes a single moment, but I
lay on my couch in misery. Oh! what misery! Suddenly, while in
my despair, my mind was arrested by a part of the 5th of Romans,
these verses-" For when we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one
die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.
But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us." 0 dear sir, need I tell you the effect!
I jumped to my feet. I praised God outright. I felt like a man who
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is already in heaven. I saw why Jesus was on the cross, cqing out
" My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" I understood
what is meant by " It is finished." I saw God's love to me, and I
praised and praised and praised again. I saw my salvation was not
out of anything from me, but out of Christ's finished work; so I cried
out, "0 glorious thing! " I am as sure of my salvation now as I am
sure Christ's work is finished; yea, was finished over 1800 years ago.
I have it, I have it, for I believe.'
" As he spoke, his earnest face, wet with tears, looked to me like the
face of an angel. Tears rolled down my face too. I took him in my
arms, and could but exclaim-' My brother, my dearest brother! we
shall sing together throughout eternity the value of the blood of Jesus.'
" Again he said-' How blind I have been. I never saw till this
morning. Till then my eyes were altogether turned inwardlylooking within to see something that God could be pleased with; but
since this morning early my eyes are turned outwardly to that which
has been done for me. Till this morning I always thought what I had
heard many say, that Christ had done His part and we must do ours,
to be saved. What my part was, however, I never could get anyone
to tell me with certainty, and still less could I get my soul to tell me.
I had the Bible, but I didn't know where to begin. I was told I must
repent, and earnestly and prayerfully I went at it, but never had the
certainty I had fully satisfied God. I was told by many to be very
earnest in prayer, and I agonized with God until I could but cry out,
Lord, if I must go to hell, I'll go there praying. I tried evcry way,
but there was no light. Sometimes I tried to make myself believe
I was harder to please than God, and comforted myself with the thought
that when I got There I would find Him much less severe than I
thought; but, after all, all was darkness, and the chance of hell for
the world to come wasn't very frightful to me compared with this
world. Before my t,rial I prayed many a time that I might be hanged,
but not sent back to the Penitentiary. But this morning, as I saw
my salvation all finished-yes, finished by the Lord Jesus-as I saw
I was justified freely by God's grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, an indescribable peace took hold of me-all was bright.
I saw at once I now had the key to the Scriptures-the key of heaven
itself. The faee of God was now visible to me-I could see Him
smiling on me, and I shouted to the top of my voice, This is the true
light that cometh from heaven! Ab! talk to me now about my
doing my part, and I can answer, I've been doing that since my mother's
womb, and here is the sad end of it! '
" Here I felt in my heart the pang which crossed his own, and I
said, 'Yes, you've faithfully finished the work the devil gave you to
do; but hear the word in John xvii. 4--" I have glorified Thee on the
earth; I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do." Who
said that 1 What work was that which the Father gave Him to do,
and which He, in anticipation, says He has finished 1 '
"The pang was gone.• His dear face beamed again. The word
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finished was enough to soothe all his sorrows now. We knelt and
praised God."
In pursuing the spiritual history of this remarkable believer, who
was born again in a prison, and during his brief life of twenty-one
days, while under sentence of death, enjoyed such wonderful proofs of
a Saviour's love, we are reminded of the drift of the parable as uttered
by our Lord in the 20th of Matthew. Whatever other interpretation
may be got out of it, the Lord sets before' His disciples this truththat grace, not merit, lies at the base of a sinner's salvation-that the
labourers, or hired ones, are all alike before Him, and it is the bargain
made, or Covenant engagement, that awards the penny alike to the
first called or last hired of God's servants, who shall have nothing to
boast of save the glory of the grace that plucked them as brands from
the fire; put them among the children; and saved them with an everlasting salvation. In the case of Daniel Mann, the Arminian must
retire from the contest as to the merit of works; and those who hold
the Arminian notion, that works done on earth will obtain a better and
higher place in heaven, can trace in the culprit's spiritual story a contradiction to this. Like the thief on the cross, he had no works to
present. But the foretaste of heaven which he was so signally favoured
with, was but the pledge and earnest of the joys he was about to realize
to the full in the presence of the Lord, when his brief life of twentyone days was ended. Very likely the bulk of professors who advocate
this sliding scale by merit to a higher place in heaven, have fallen very
far short in experience while upon earth, of the pledges, earnests, and
foretastes of the joys which the criminal Mann realized in his prison.
Some of the Lord's saints may even be ready to say with the elder
brother in the parable-" Thou never gavest me a kid that I might
make merry with my friends; but when this thy son is come who hath
devoured thy living with harlot,s, thou hast killed for hiin the fatted
calf." But the story must speak for itself.
" Upon returning the next day, I found him an.."iously expecting me.
The turnkey had told him I was coming, and he said he knew he would
bave another feast. '\Vhat do you mean,' said I, , by another feast?
Are you so fond of visitors that my coming shonld be a feast to you? '
, Oh no, sir,' he replied; , of conrse I love you very much. I can't help
that, for you are the one whom God has used to show me the wayHis way of saving sinners. It is what you point me to that makes the
feast. You know when a man is as near his end as I am, he can't be
expected to take much comfort from anything but what God has said.
That is the very thing which first drew me to you: you never said
anything, or answered anything, without referring me at once to
Scripture.' 'I feel exceedingly happy,' I said, 'when I see a man
whose confidence lies alone in what the Word of God teaches; for I
know this is not the work of nature. Jesus says, " My sheep hear My
voice," and His voice, most sweet, being heard only in the Scriptures,
it is no wonder you care for nothing but that.' • But tell me, why
didn't I see the Truth sooner? for I had been in the same distressed
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state of mind nearly since I was retaken in July. I remember one
night the sight of my sins became such that I cared neither for my
narrow cell, nor for the punishment I expected in this world. Appear·
ing before God in such a condition terrified me so that I lay all night
curled up on the floor, crying out, "0 God, I am surely doomedthere can be no hope for such a wretch as 1." It was the first time in
my life I knew what conviction of sin is. I had already before wished
much to be a Christian, and, to attain my wish, had endeavoured to
lead a better life. For quite a while in the Penitentiary I stopped
stealing altogether, and refused to join in the wickedness of my fellows,
until, overcome again, I made up my mind it was of no use trying to
be a Christian in such a place; but that night it was no more trying
or wanting to reform. it was a burning within-a tossing up and
down-an unaccountable anguish, which made me think of hell, a
place where a man craves for death and can't get it. I was regularly
visited, and portions of Scripture read to me, but to no avail whatever.
Why didn't I see the Truth sooner l' 'First of all,' I answered, ' God's
time is the best time. Had you found " peace in believing" before
your trial, it would have been very different from what it was. You
would not have pleaded" Not guilty," which was a lie; you would not
have needed lawyers to talk for you and colour things; but you would
frankly, openly, and truthfully have .stated things as they were. The
truth thus spoken has great effect on men's hearts. They might have
seen your real intention was to disable the guard-not to kill him-so
as to effect your escape. You might have been sent back to the Penitentiary for life, whilst God can glorify Himself most in this way.'
, Ah, wouldn't it be sweet, if life were mine again, to live for God now
in everything!' 'Would you like to have life given to you again l' I
said. 'I really could not choose,' said he. 'The only thing tha"
could now bind me to earth is what I have just said; but, on the othel'
hand, I have often wished, since you were here last, that I might not
have so long to wait till I see Jesus face to face. The evening and night
after your visit I was especially happy. I had caught new views of
the face of God, and I felt so happy that I wished they might have
allowed me to go to the scaffold then.'
" On the Lord's day, Nov. 27, he pressed the tmnkey to go to the
preaching of the Gospel at the City Hall, saying that if he were free
that was where he would go. The turnkey said he would go if he
could, but sometlling preventing him, he did not go in the afternoon.
When tinle for evening service came he pressed him again. So he
came, and as he walked home with me afterwards, he said nothing
was more affecting than to see Daniel Manu preaching to his fellowcriluinal in the morning. 'If anybody can do Deacon any good,' he
said, ' it is Manu; he talks like a man who knows what he is about,
and where to put confidence, and he preaches to me also in such a way
that it stirs me all up.'
" I heard afterwards that on one occasion the turnkey had spoken
to the effect that he was not as great a sinner as some others, upon
which Mann answered' He that believeth not is condemned already.'
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" On l\londay, November 28th, I found him, to use his own words
- ' resting in the finished work of my J-ord.' He' was exceedingly
occupied with Ephesians ii. 3, especially the last clause-' And were
by nature the children of "Tath, even as others.' 'I see plainly,' he
said, , that without one single crime I was lost. By nature a child of
"Tath, unfit by my very natural condition to dwell with God; and
surely if on account of my very nature I was lost, what was I with my
sins and my crimes? But oh, the blood, the blood of Jesus, it cleanseth
from all sin. I see now what that means in Romans iii.-" There is
no difference." I see the whole world is lost, the most moral as the
most immoral, all alike lost, and no better off than I am before God,
unless they too rest in the finished work of Christ. Oh, I am afraid
there are thousands who pity me this day while they are really the
objects of my deep pity, for I fear they think that they are not as
needy of Christ as I am, not having run to such excesses.'
"On Thmsday, December 3rd, I called again. That cell inside
those dark walls was now the most attractive place t'1 me on earth, and
I felt thankful to the Lord for the kindness of the authorities in allowing me to go in as often as I pleased.
" His mother was with him when I came, so I sent word asking him
if I should go away and retmn after a while. He answered he was
the more anxious to have me come in, as he longed to have his mother
see what he saw, and I might be able to set the Gospel before her
more clearly than he could. I gladly went in, and while I was setting
before her the finished redemption which is in Christ Jesus, he broke
out, unable any longer to hold the' rivers of living water' which filled
him, and said-' Yes, mother, it's all finished-all done; and since then
thc veil of heaven has been rent in twain, and such sinners as we are,
believing, can have boldness to enter in by the blood of Jesus. When
I came in this prison, three weeks ago, mother, I only knew one
passage in the whole Book which could give me any hope at all. That
was in 'l'imothy-" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, tbat Clnist Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am chief." I would repeat that passage to myself, and say-Then
there is hope for me; I need not despair. But I thought I stood a
chance only at death. If, dming the time I had yet to live, I, in
flome way-I could not tell-became good, I would stand a good
chance when I died. But, 0 mother, it is finished-all finished!
., All we like sheep have gone astray; we have tmned everyone to his
own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all" !
Mother, the iniquity of us all was laid on Him-on Jesus-more than
1800 years ago. Our salvation is finished ever since, and Jesus since
then has been sitting at God's right hand to enjoy the sight of believing
sinners. Mother, as sme as Vhrist sits at God's right hand, so sme
am I that I am saved, and that I shall be with Him in a few days.'
" His mother wept bitterly. Especially when she left him she could
not control her sobs, but he comforted her to the last, saying, Mother, I never was any comfort to you, but now you may have this
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comfort the rest of your days: The law demands my body, but it is all
it can do; I am now redeemed by the blood of Jesus, and you may be
sure that in a few days you shall have a son in heaven.'
" His composed smiling face was beautiful as long as he could thus
comfort his poor mother; but as soon as the sound of her steps was
lost in the corridors, and we were locked in alone again, his heart
began to swell, and his sobs, breaking out almost into roaring, mani·
fested such distress, that I could only look at him and weep. Soon,
however, he looked up to heaven, and, lifting np his clasped hands,
unburdened himself in beseeching God to comfort his poor mother,
and all those he was grieving by his sad end.
" Soon he was calm again, as usual, and turning to me he said--' I
wish I had not to wait so long to be with Jesus.' I said-' Let us talk
to our Lord a little while.' We both knelt close together, and he com·
menced at once to pray, or rather, indeed, to talk to the Lord. It was
a child as],:mg his father what he needs. He especially requested that
whenever the Lord should send me to preach the Gospel, the hearts of
the people might be opened to hear it. He praised God a long while,
in that He had sent His dear Son into the world to do the work by
which such poor wretched sinners as he could be saved. He praised
Christ for having finished the work of salvation which His Father had
given Him to do. He praised God for having revealed His Son to
him, in Whom he had eternal life; and he finished by asking that I
might not grow weary in the work I was in; that I might be comforted
in all my difficulties; that I and my family might never want anything;
and that the Holy Ghost might lead me wherever there were such
needy soul, as he was.
" After we had risen, I noticed he was very pale. I asked him if he
felt faint. 'Oh no,' he said; 'but the thought that" our fellowship is
with the Father, and with His eon Jesus Christ,," qnite carries me
beyond this world. I wish the time was not so far away for me to be
out of this body, and to enjoy Him without distraction of any kind.
The thought of bodily pain is nothing. I am learning every day more
to hate myself, and the denial of what we hate is not very hard.' 'I
see in you,' I said, ' the same thing that is seen in every man who is
getting acquainted with Christ; he finds such beauty in Christ that he
can not but loathe himself; and the nearer the Christian lives to the
Lord, the more he loathes himself. There are some Christians who
are always talking about their own perfection-their great love and
holiness, etc., and by so doing they make the blind believe that they
live near God; but a man whose eyes are open has never any good to
say of himself. I have a sister who was always a kind sister, and a
faithful daughter, and yet when she came to the knowledge of Christ
she hated the garments she had worn in the " innocent pleasures" of
the world. A brother also of mine, after he was found of Christ, would
often speak of himself very disparagingly, so much so that they who
knew him well said he exaggerated. "Ab!" he would answer, " if
you saw my heart as I see it, you would tell me I am yet far short of
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telling the whole truth." Thus, while one has the full assurance of
salvation, which you now possess, he is humbled down to the dust.
He glories iu the Lord Who has bought him, but He remembers also
that in himself he is only" wounds and bruises and putrefying sores."
When he sees this, he has done serving self. Jesus alone is worthy to be
praised, adored, and served.' 'You make me glad,' he said. 'It is
joy to my soul to hear man made nothing of, and Jesus made everything. Oh, what a love I feel kindling in my bosom for all on the
face of the earth who make nothing of man and everything of m.v
Jesus. Remember me in love to your brother and sister, and all who
are of the same mind.' "
(To be continued.)

A FEW THOUGHTS UPON THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT.
(Continued from page 374.)
THE FrFTH, SIXTH, AND SEVENTH PLAGUES.-ExODUS

ix.

THE fifth plague of Egypt was the murrain, or pestilence, upon the
cattle of Pharaoh which were in the field, "upon the horses, upon the
asses, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep." Let us
look for a moment at each of these animals as they appear before us.
The horse (probably so called from its leaping). Egypt was famous
for her horses, used mainly for military purposes; they were worshipped
by the heathen, and afterwards became an object of Jewish worship
(2 Kings xxiii. 11). The camel, called by the Arabs" the ship of the
desert," from its useful properties; it will travel for days without
water, and a gallon of beans and barley will nourish it for a whole
day; yet it is as revengeful as useful, and its very name, camel, which
has passed into all languages, is in all probability derived from revenge.
Then comes the ass, an animal whieh composed the greater part of
the wealth of the inhabitants of the East. The ox was considered
the chief or head of all cattle. The word oxen occurring here is translated beeves, " bulls and cows, or a herd of such, so called perhaps by
their staring eyes and their steady 1001<," the most useful of all cattle.
Then come sheep, or a mL"ture of small cattle, sheep and goats, the
latter " of great value among the ancients, as they served to make
bows and drinking cups." The value of the sheep needs no comment,
or the interest throughout the Scriptures attached to it.
The sixth plague is more appalling still, for it reaches the person of
man; his possessions only had hitherto been touched, but now in his
flesh he is to feel what God can do. The Israelites had been made to
serve with rigour, perhaps from some such furnace as this from which
Moses is now co=anded to take handfuls of ashes (verse 8) and to
sprinkle it before heaven in the sight of Pharaoh, till it became small
dust falling upon man and beast, and brea1:i.ng forth into burning boils
and blains-an inflamed tumour, the botch of Egypt, called by the
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Jews the black leprosy. Dr. Wilson tells us, " It was a burning sore,
affecting particularly the feet, which immediately swell up, lose their
flexibility, and become stiff like the feet of elephants." Very fearful
this plague must have been; but did it touch Moses and Aaron ~
No; they scattered the burning ashes up into the air, and they came
down burning dust upon all but themselves. The boils and blains
broke out upon cattle and man. The magicians writhed under them,
and doubtless Pharaoh too; but the servants of God had the protection of God, and abode " under the shadow of the Almighty" (Psa.
xci. 1).
It was no common hail that the windows of heaven now rained
down upon guilty Egypt in this her seventh plague; fire was mingled
with it-fire which ran along the ground; thunder accompanying
both, causing death and destruction to all abroad; and the thought
is pleasant that among those sinners in the field of Zoan, there were
some that feared the Lord and escaped judgment (verse 20).
.
What learn we from these plagues of Egypt ~ First: as regards
the murrain of cattle. We know from Christ Himself that a sparrow
falls not to the ground without our Father (Matt. x. 29), and that
not one of them is forgotten before God (Luke xii. 6); how much more
then was the Divine hand in such a pestilence as this! For the sin
of man" the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together
until now" (Rom. viii. 22). "Does God take care for oxen 1 .. asks
the Apostle (1 Cor. i..,. 9). We know He does; His care extends even
to the little patient hen sitting upon her nest (Deut. xxii. 6); every
beast of the forest is His, and the cattle upon a thousand hills; He
knows all the fowls of the mountains, and the wild beasts of the field
are His (Psa. 1. 10, 11). But He giveth not account of any of His
matters.
And next, What lesson do we get from the botch of Egypt 1 Why,
. the difference between judgment exercised upon the ungodly and
chastisement upon the people of God. Look at Job sitting among
the ashes with his potsherd in his hand to scrape himself withal as the
boils broke forth from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head
(Job ii. 8). Affiicted as none but his great Antitype ever was,
what does he say when first his cattle are taken away-the oxen,
asses, sheep, and camels-and then all his children ~ These are his
words. "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed
be the Name of the Lord" (chapter i. 21). And when the stroke
comes nearer still and touches his person, this is his language-" Shall
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil 1 "
(chapter ii. 10.) In the plagues upon Pharaoh there was judgment
without mercy; in the chastisements upon Job there was mercy
without judgment. Again," Set thine house in order; for thou shalt
die, and not live," was the message of the Prophet from Jehovah to
Hezekiah (2 Kings xx. 1). If that message was not received with
submission, yet it was with weeping and supplication, both of which
were accepted. "I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears,"
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was the gracious answer given. There was healing for the boil, the
botch of Egypt, the black leprosy; for Isaiah said, " Take a lump of
figs, and they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered." There
were abundance of figs in Egypt, yet none for the boils and blains.
But the hail and the fire, as they ran along the ground, did they
run as far as Goshen 1 Oh, no! the people of God were as secure there
as were Noah and his household in the ark! And is not the Church
of God as safe now as she was then 1 Her safety has been secured
from all eternity. The fire, hail, and thunder poured out upon a
doomed world can not reach her, for she is fixed upon a Rock against
Which the gates of hell can never prevail.-The Remembrancer.

WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
WHEN I wrote the concluding paragraph of my "Wayside Jottings"
last month, I little thought that very soon after it appeared in print
we should hear that our son had been wounded! Believing that the
Lord hears and answers prayer, I had some confidence that, in auswer
to the prayer of faith, he would be brought through unscathed. I
often thought of those lines :" Plagues and death around me fly,
Till He bids, I can not die;
Not a single shaft can hit,
'fill the God of love sees fit."
But the Lord answers prayer in His own way, and it may be this
was His way of sparing our dear boy to us, as well as of teaching us
lessons He would have us learn. He could have brought him tbrough
without a wound; but that was not His will and way.
I am informed that my son was wounded in the trenches, and that
shortly afterwards his battalion was ordered to attack, and about
half of the men fell! Many of the officers and men lost their lives!
Truly"God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform. 11

I mLlst here note, too, God's great goodness in so ordering things that
my son was sent to a hospital in Birmingham, where he has relatives
and friends; so that we were kept informed of his condition, and he
was visited by those who would sympathize with, and cheer him.
" Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing 1 and one of them shall
not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of
your head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore; ye are of more
value than many sparrows." Praised be His Name.
H

Prayer was appointed to convey

The blessings God designs to give."
This sentiment is Scripturally true. Real prayer is not of the flesh,
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but of the Spirit. It is from above. The children of God" w'Orship
by the Spirit of God" (Phil. iii. 3, R.V.). "The Spirit also helpeth
our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought:
but the Spirit Itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered. And He That searcheth the hearts knoweth what
is the mind of the Spirit, because He maketh intercession for the saints
according to the will of God." Such prayer must and will be answered
in God's own time and way. Much that we caIl prayer is prompted
by selfish motives, but if we ask in submission to God's will, this is
true prayer. And so we are assured: "This is the confidence that
we have in Him, that, if we ask any thing accordiug to His will, He
heareth us: and if we koow that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him" (1 John v.
14, 15).
FROM what has been written by those who have wrefuIly studied the
subject, there seems little reason to doubt the fact that this hOl'l'ible war
has been stiJ:red up by the Agents of the Papacy, in an attempt to
recover the Pope's temporal power. Dr. Robertson, in his book" The
Papal Conquest" (1909), shows most conclusively that war was
projected, and e,,:pected to take place about 1911-1912. He adds:
"The partial awakening of Eugland to the danger of the situation
has probably spoilt the project for so early a date as the one indicated."
Much more regarding the aims and strategy of Rome may be read in
Mr. Kensit's serial, "The Churchman's Magazine," for June last.
ITALY has joined the Allies, and is, in the main, on the side of liherty
and freedom of conscience; while there seems but little doubt that
the Pope is building his hopes upon the Kaiser, 01' else on the mutual
destruction of England and Prussia.
If only England's rnlers conld be brought to see the foIly of pandering
to Popery, and would withdraw the Envoy to the Pope; and ii the
Bishops of the National Church would denounce the cryptic Romanism
within her pale (or should I not write "the flagrant Romanism "),
and the Ministers of the Church stand by the plain Scriptural truths
of her Articles and Formularies, God's people could look forward into
the future for our Country, and the world, with more confidence.
But should there be no change in these respects, we can not cxpect
God's blessing, and the curse of Popery wiIl enslave and enchain the
nations-as indeed seems to be foretold in Holy Scripture-until the
Lord appears in glory.
THE Globe prints from Le Matin a statement that the Germans are
" distributing in Holland a grandiloquent appeal to the Jews of all
countries. . . . The central Empires undertake at the termination
of the' war of liberation' to re-establish by agreement with the Sultan
the Jewish kingdom of Palestine, with guarantees of neutrality. This
extraordinary scheme is signed by twenty-five German and Austrian
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Rabbis as well as a considerable body of the great personalities of tbe
Empire, including the illustrious HeIT Ballin, the well-known personal
friend of the Kaiser."
Now, students of prophecy have gathered from Daniel ix. 26, 27,
that some Power (" the prince that shall come," Dan. ix. 26) will, in
the future, make such an agreement or " covenant" with the Jewish
people at the beginning of the seven years closing the present dispensation. This power, or " Prince," may not be the Kaiser: but that
Germany should propose such a scheme as that indicated above is
startling.
Our Lord's words were never more needed: "What I say unto you,
1 say unto all, WATCH."
IT is cheering to learn how widely the Holy Scriptures have been
scattered among our sailors and soldiers, and that they have been
gladly received. They are God's own antidote to much that must
grieve all who are enlightened by the Holy Spirit. The Word of God
" liveth and abideth for ever," and it will not return unto Him void.

I REFERl\ED last month to the terrible fate of the Lusitania.
A cOlTespondent, a Reader of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE, has related to
me two remarkable and pathetic incidents connected with the sinking
of that ship, which I will pass on in her own words: "A medical
friend of my husband's gave ns the other day an interesting account
received first-hand from a survivor, a converted Romanist, who owed
his own preservation to the fact that he had on the voyage presented
a tract to a gentleman, who, rescued in one of the boats, recognized
him as the (then unconscious) tract distributor, floating past, and
prevailed on those in the boat to pull him in, which was the saving
of his life. This man's testimony is, that he saw and heard a Godly
minister on board the sinking liner, exhorting the perishing beings
around him to cry to God for pardon of their sins through Christ;
and as they all slid into the water he heard this Godly man exclaim,
, Now, no matter what happens, keep looking to Christ '-or words to
that effect."
June 16th., 1915.
ROBERT J. NoYEs, RD.
AN INHERITANCE WITH PURPOSE.

"A GOOD man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children"
(Proverbs xiii. 22). Caleb while he yet lived gave his daughter a
south land and springs of water. The bones of J oseph were laid to
rest in the parcel of ground which was his by the special bequest of
a devoted father. But Jacob had more to leave to his children than
material things. He lay on a dying bed, in comfort, who once had
possessed not so much as he could carry; and while his sons stood
round-the kind, God-fearing, wise, and capable governor of the land
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amongst them-he gave that which could not be squandered nor
tarnished. He left a testimouy to the faithfulness and care of God.
He left an example of faith and patience-" I have waited for Thy
salvation, 0 Lord." He left an encouragement to endurance and
hope when from his own experience he spoke of final victory
through conflict and failure. And holding fast his confidence to the
end, he pointed forward to the King coming with peace and truth,
with power and great glory. And the outward man perished, but
" the testimony in Jacob," " the law in Israel," was a precious thing
in the ears of his children's children. So that in Psalm !xxviii. we
have Asaph-a good man and at peace with God (unable, perhaps,
although Eliphaz said it, to lay up gold as dust)-we have him saying
that to his children he would utter the praises of the Lord, " that they
might set their hope in God."
What could his children lack if their
hope was in God, eternal, unchangeable, gracious 1 What power
would their enemies have if He was on their side 1 What would they
lack if He cared 1 Often was Asaph distrebsed, but he came back to
his resting-place, confirmed his will that it was good to draw near to
God, and declared His works for all generations to hear.
We Gentiles are not of Jacob's nor of Asaph's children after the
flesh, but we have had fathers who have left us " a law and a testimany" more precious than "tbings that are seen." Good Bishop
Latimer, as the light and glory of heaven-scorning the flare of Smithfield-shone into his soul, let fall from his fiery chariot an imperishable
legacy that we too might set our hope in God. And if fires-not the
same as those that lighted the martyrs to heaven, bnt lit by the same
hate-burn about us, yet the inheritance of the saints is untouchable.
Need they be surprised to feel the good hand of God about them,
lifting up their heads 1 Did Christ not say, "When ye see these
thing!' begin to come to pass, then look up " 1
" With joy lift up your heads,

Ye highly favoured few,
When throngh the world destl nction spreads,For what can hindyt you?"

Did not Christ, as He told His disciples to the latest generation of
the joy and sorrow that should come, reveal His precious purpose
in doing so 1 "These things have I said unto you, that in Me ye might
have peace." None of the judgments of the Lord upon the nations
that have forgotten Him (our own guilty country amongst them)
interfere at all with His purposes of love towards Christ's seed. They
are "called to inherit a blessing." They are predestinated to be
conformed by the power of the Holy Comforter, to the image of God's
Son. They are chosen that they might show forth the praises of Him
Who has called them" out of darkness into His marvellous light."
" Remember me, 0 Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest unto
Thy people: 0 visit me with Thy salvation; that I may see the good
of Thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation, that
I may glory with Thine inheritance."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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GAD, ASHER, NAPHTALI.
By

THE LATE REV.

W. H.

KRAUSE,

M.A.

" Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last."
" Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties."
" N aphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words."
GENESIS xlix. 19, 20, 2l.
(Continued from page 373.)

WE have to consider in the next place the blessing pronounced upon
another tribe, Asher. His very name, which signifies "happy,"
implies the prosperity which should belong to the tribe. At the birth
of this child, you remember that she who felt it was well to have a
child by another, deemed herself happy and blessed that there was
one so born. The blessing his father pronounced upon him was that
his " bread should be fat," and that he should" yield royal dainties."
Again we take you to the 33rd of Deuteronomy, where we are told in
the 24th verse: "Let Asher be blessed with children; let him be
acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in oil. Thy shoes
shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be."
Now if yon will look through the Book of Joshua, you will find that
the border allotted to him was most rich and fruitful; it contained
a " Carmel " and a "Sharon," the" excellency" of which is spoken
of in the 35th of Isaiah.
But it seems to me there are two features in the blessing pronounced
npon this tribe which we do well to consider, in reference to the Lord's
people. These two features are: First, Their own bread, their own
enjoyment, which is described as " fat "-oily, full of susteuance and
rich nourishment; and secondly, They were to yield, Or to give" royal
dainties."
As to the first part of the blessing, "his bread shall be fat," Scripture,
you know, abounds with this simile. When the Holy Ghost is pleased
to speak of the provision which the Lord has made for His dear people,
an inspired Psahnist says, "I shall \le anointed with fresh oil." Again,
an inspired Prophet tells us in the 25th of Isaiah of a time when" The
Lord shall make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines
on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well
refined." Now while I believe that this prophecy refers to the time
when there shall be a winding up of the purposes of God with respect
to His Church, and also with respect to the world, a time when His
elect shall be gathered from the east and from the west, from the north
and from the south, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac and
J acob in their Father's Kingdom, yet, dear brethren, I can not take
a merely telescopic view of these things, for I believe there is present
enjoyment to the souls of God's people; they have a foretaste now
of that of which the Prophet speaks. There is such a thing as the soul
heing " satisfied with marrow and fatness"; there is such a thing as
the soul being satiated with the blessed unction of God's Spirit.
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These, it appears to me, are the precious things which are given tu
the Lord's people. And if I were asked, What is the meaning of such
soul-sustaining nourishment as this 1 I should say, we have the
answer in our blessed Lord's own words, "My flesh is meat indeed, amI
My blood is drink indeed." So that if you take that most interesting
and most precious Book, the Song of Solomon, and if you enter into
the delight and satisfaction which is there described as the portion of
the Lord's people, you will find in that beautiful and highly poetical
Book numerous figures which portray the wonderful privileges of
which God's people are partakers; you have such a word as, " I sat
down under His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to
my taste. He brought me to the banqueting house, and His banner
over me was love."
Now brethren, when one reads such words as these, one feels we
have entered too little into the meaning of the abnndant provision
which God has made in His dear Son for His needy people-pardon,
righteousness, intercession, eternal security in a Covenant "ordered
in all things and sure," shelter under the responsibility of Jesus, the
ever-watchful care of the tender Shepherd; in short, all those supplies
which are in Christ-supplies with which the Holy Ghost nourishes
the souls of God's dear people. This is what we understand by " His
bread shall be fat."
But there is another feature in the character of the blessing attached
to this tribe; it is said, "He shall yield," or give, "royal dainties."
o brethren, we want you to think of the relative position which God's
people occupy; they are not to eat their bread in secret. The servant
of God, if he is full of the Holy Ghost, and if he has himself been
taught of the Spirit to feed upon the precious things of Christ, depend
upon it, out of the abundance of his heart his mouth will speak. Mark
the words, " He shall give royal dainties "-the King's dainties. The
instruction we are to derive from such a word is this, that instead of
seeking to minister to others as we too often do, from so many mi..'ed
motives, and in so many various ways, which perhaps are not for the
glory of God, the man who brings forth the King's dainties gives glory
where the glory is due. That man enters somewhat into the meaning
of him who under the teaching of the Holy Ghost said, "I will speak
of the things which I have made touching the King." The way to
bring forth royal dainties is to point to Jesus.
Oh, many a time, brethren, you and I have been called to speak to
some tried one, or some weak one, or some conflicting one; and
perhaps as we have approached the silent chamber, where all seemed
mournful, we have thought, How shall we comfort such a one 1 We
have thought much perhaps of the skill that ought to be used in
ministering to his or her peculiar and sensitive condition, when it
would have been well if with more simplicity we had said, Let me
speak of the" things touching the King," let me point to Jesus. I may
not, perhaps, be permitted at present to see how the Lord will glorify
Himself by this, but I know the soul of the tried child of God will be
28
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nourished by having a portion of a precious Christ set before him.
But we must say a word as to the blessing pronounced upon the last
of these tribes; "Naphtali is a hind let loose; he giveth goodly
\Yords." There are two characteristic features given of him, similar
to those of the other. We are told what he enjoyed himself, and what
he was permitted to communicate to others. A great deal of criticism
has been expended on this passage, and it seems to me most uselessly.
If when we read those passages we would endeavour to have our minds
brought into as simple a mould as possible, we should be abundantly
repaid. But when we are led by criticism into a labyrinth, we sometimes find it very hard to extricate ourselves.
(To be continued.)

EXPERIENCE.
[THE following deeply touching letter has been forwarded to us for
insertion in the MAGAZINE, by a valued correspondent, " that it may
give light to those that are in the house." By request, the names
of the recipient and the writer-a minister of the Church of Scotlandare withbeld.-ED.]
My DEAR FRIEND,-It is only rigbt tbat I sbould tell you tbat my
beloved wife died of cerebrospinal meningitis on tbe 13tb ult., after
twenty-four bours' illness-slipped away as in a sleep.
I have been somewbat sorely thrust at by tbe enemy of souls since;
but the written Word of God bas given me gradual-not instant-relief. I miss the spiritual fellowship tbat was mine now for nearly
thirty-three years, and which I never doubted all tbat time, wbatever
doubts I bad of my own attainments. It may seem strange, but the
verse in whicb relief reached me is Galatians ill. 17, and I think I see
a new light in it in regard to tbe immutability of the promise once
given to the soul, bowever much be may after·wards be condemned by
tbe law, until every shred of self·rigbteousness be destroyed, and free
grace alone exalted. Whatever natural or material benefits and
comforts I have bad, retire into tbe sbade now in comparison witb
the spiritual; and I take this as a good sign of tbe permanency of
that fellowship wbicb bound us both first of all, and now, I humbly
trust, continues to bind us-as the late Dr. R- said to us in his
marriage sermon-the last he delivered on earth.
I bave said to the Lord if He would give me again the assurance
I always had of her being safe with Himself, I should not complain
of His dealings in removing her from me; but will I be enabled to
adhere to tbat 1 I had such unusual views for a fortnight after her
death, of her state in glory, and particularly of the resurrection glory,
tbat I preacbed with unwonted assurance on the glorious doctrine of
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His Resurrection, and our share therein; and I concluded that it was
on this account the enemy did try me so venomously, and was so
permitted, in order that I might be enabled to test the weapon with
which the Lord Himself foiled his assaults, namely, His written Word.
My only son is an officer, 'Po tempore, in the 8th Camerons. Pray
for him, if you will, and also my brothers and nephew. With kind
regards to you and yours,
Yours very sincerely,
May 14th, 1915.
A.
'lHE GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-Constant appeals are reaching me for Bibles, Testaments,
and literature. The men are always asking for something more to
read, and it is needful that we should do all we can to provide them
with Gospel literature.
A Minister working amongst the troops writes: "I desire to thank
you for the three parcels, they will be so useful and helpful. I do
pray that God will richly bless your work and labour of love in sending
out such sound Gospel literature."
A Chaplain writes: "Please accept the gratitude of a grateful heart
for another splendid parcel of literature for the soldiers-just the
kind I like, plenty of assortment, that is what the men like.
If
Christian friends only knew the good they could do with their money
in this way they would part with it more freely to help us and others
who are doing this good work. May God bless our united efforts for
His own glory."
A Missionary writes: "I beg to thank you very much for the parcel
of literature. I have already distributed a number of the magazines,
and the men receive them very gratefully. I give away a great many
booklets and tracts. One day this week I was greatly cheered. I gave
one of the soldiers on active service a Gospel of John, and the whole
company who were resting came and eagerly asked for a copy. I
gave them all I had, and then gave the rest books and tracts, which
they gladly received. I pray that God will bless the good seed sown,
and that you may be greatly blessed in your good work."
Another writes: "Many thanks for two parcels of literature and
Gospels and Testaments, received to-day for use in my work amongst
the soldiers. I have been much encouraged as I have from time to
time entered the rooms where the soldiers are billeted and have found
not a few of them reading Gospels and Testaments received from me."
In another letter he says: "I find the soldiers are quite anxious for
Testaments. I have given many Gospels amongst them, and I know
they are read and have led to changes in some of their lives."
Yours sincerely,
6, STIRLING ROAD,
R. E. BRJDER.
BATH ROAD, BRISTOL, June, 1915.
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18roUlitant i5racon.
EVANGELICAL COMPROMISE.
I~

\

our last issue we drew attention to the appointment by this Country
of an Envoy to the Pope, and exhorted our readers to do all in their
power to secure his withdrawal. We would advise them to co-operate
with the Protestant Societies to this end, and to be more earnest than
ever in prayer that the eyes of Englishmen may be opened to see the
unscriptural character of Popery, as well as the folly of any nation
looking to the Vatican for help in their troubles. The prophetical
aspect of the subject, too, should not be neglected, and we are glad
to find that Mr. Thynne, 6, Great Queen Street, W.C., is publishing
some useful works, at a cheap rate, from the historical point of view.
" Now it is high time to awake out of sleep." If Protestants had been
really alive, the Envoy would never have been sent.
Another sign of the times is the effort that is being made to promote
unity of action between all members of the Church of England, be
they Evangelicals, Higher Critics, or Romanizers. During the month
of June a Conference was held at Swanwick of the Clergy Union of the
Church Missionary Society (C.M.S.) and the Junior Clergy Union of
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts (S.P.G.).
The Church Missionary Society was, as everybody knows, founded by
Evangelicals, and has been carried on by them till now, though at
times with a tendency to compromise which has called forth protests.
Faithful men have not failed to utter a warning note; so far back as
1866 the Dean of Cork, who was afterwards raised to the Bench,
drawing valuable lessons from the temptations of oUl Lord for societies
as well as for individuals, said, " We need to remember, that neither
individual, nor Church, nor society, can live merely on the strength
of what it has been, not by repeating the traditions of the past, but
by doing as men of the past did with theirs, bringing still new as
well as old out of their storehouse. Not by persuading ourselves
that we have-that any institution, school, party, sect, or Church
bas-a monopoly of Divine grace, or a promise of Divine presence,
save so far as it walks in the Divine ways."
Among the questions that are now forcing themselves to the front
in connection with these Joint Conferences are: "Is it in accord with
the teaching of Holy Scripture for Evangelicals and Romanizers to be
yoked together in missionary work?" "Are not the principles of
these two sections antagonistic?" "Does not co-operation involve
a sacrifice of Truth?" "Is it a matter of indifference whether the
Mass is tolerated ? "
To show our readers what the S.P.G. stands for, we quote from a
tract on the subject recently issued by the Church Association :"Ritualism is rampant throughout the Province of South Africa,
and this is largely due to the S.P.G., which liberally supports every
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bishop. The Society's principle is to vote a block grant to the bishop,
with whom it rests to dispose of the money. Several of the bishops
are members of the English Church Union; others, like those of
Bloemfontein and St. John's, Kaffraria, are members of the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament. The Bishop of Bloemfontein,
who is also a member of the ' Guild of the Love of God,' and of the
, League of our Lady,' received last year £1,600 from the S.P.Go, to
dispose of in conjunction with his Diocesan Co=ittee. For the
opening of the new cathedral at Cape Town, an appeal was made in
1912 for a complete set of High Mass Vestments in various colours.
Bishop Smyth, of Lebombo, who made the appeal in St. Cuthbert's
Magazine, Philbeach Gardens, went to South Africa as a S.P.G.
missionary from St. Peter's, London Docks. He reported in the same
magazine that a beginning had been made at Cape Town in the revival
of Chantries; the idea being that Chantry Priests, speaking different
languages, should be appointed to pray for the dead. This bishop
once wrote in describing a service, , We had incense but not Holy
Water.' The present Bishop of Lebombo, Dr. Latimer Fuller, was
previously a member of the Community of the Resurrection, Mirfield.
Of this Co=unity 'Father' Hugh Benson, who was a member thereof
and then joined the Church of Rome, wrote, , We had what we believed
to be the Mass. . . . We used the Anglican Book of Common Prayer,
supplementing it with a great part of the Catholic Breviary, and I for
months-I might say for years-before I became a Catholic, recited
my Rosary every day. We taught the doctrine of Confession, and I
can tell you that at the conclusion of the missions which I conducted
as part of my public work, I used to hear far more confessions than
I have heard as a Catholic Priest.' Bishop Fuller was working on the
reef, Johannesburg, before his appointment as a bishop, and the Rev.
D. Trussell, who was working with him as a S.P.G. missionary, writes
in the Dorchester College Magazine, Lent, 1914, , Outward manifestations of religion, such as processions, crucifixes, etc., are very useful
in native work, both on the mines and in the country. It is most
important that the faith should be preached in its entirety. The
natives come quite voluntarily to confession.' This seems to be
borne out by the January, 1914, issue of the Rhodesia Ohurch Magazine,
where it is stated that at Salisbury last Christmas, ' one hundred and
fifty-two confessions were heard and communions made,' the greater
part of the work falling on Archdeacon Etheridge. The Archdeacon
is a S.P.G. missionary, a member of the Confraternity of the Blessed
Sacrament, who went out to South Africa from St. John the Divine,
Kennington. He had served at St. John's under Canon Brooke, a
member of the same confraternity, who was at the time of his death
Chairman of the Standing Co=ittee of the S.P.G. Two other curates
of this church, Messrs. H. C. Thursby-Pelham and W. R. Drake, joined
the New Westminster Mission of the S.P.G. in 1911."
Other facts might be mentioned, but these must suffice for the
present. In view of the strength of the Romanizing movement, it is
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a serious matter for an Evangelical 8t>ciety to encourage the idea that
the progress of that niQvement is a matter of no concern to them and
that their own attitude to it is not unfriendly. As an illustration of
this progress, the following extract from the Report of the English
Ohurch Union just issued may be quoted: "KO.U. Anniversary, 1914.
Solemn Mass for the intention of the Union was sung at St. Mary
Magdalene's, Munster Square, the preacher being the Right Rev. the
Lord Bishop of Bloemfontein. Mass was also said for the intention
of the Union in 1,436 Ohurches on or near June 16."
Many thousands of pounds are given by the S.P.G. every year to
support the KO.tr. clergy who are working among our Oolonists and
among the heathen, and in spite of this the Ohurch Missionary Society,
with its Honorary Secretary, joins in a Oonference with the S.P.G..
as if the objects of the two Societies were identical. Is it not time
for every subscriber to the Society who is not prepared to sell the
Truth to make his or her voice heard in protest?
So long ago as 1883, the late Oanon Tristram, F.R.S., preaching the
Annual Sermon of the Society at St. Bride's, Fleet Street, said, " In
these dangerous days, when we know not whether it is the tidal wave
of unbelief on the one side, or of superstition on the other, which
threatens to be the first to engulf the Ohurch's ship; when she needs
a Luther's heart and a Luther's voice to guide her and to teach her;
when too many of those who should be her Luthers, flatter themselves
they are treading in the steps of peace-loving Melancthon, while really
drifting helpless in the wake of Erasmus, crying' Peace,' when there
is no peace; more than ever is there need that the voice of tbe Ohurch
Missionary Society should be distinct, definite, and unmistakable,
whether in' her utterances at home, or in the teaching of her sons in
the Mission field." If this was so in 1883, how much more necessary
is it in 1915, when the Romanizing movement both at home and
abroad has made so much greater progress. Let the cry be heard
very clearly, "No more Joint Oonferences! No more compromise."

F. P.
A OALL TO PRAYER.
IF there is one fact that should have been borne into our minds by
the present judgment, it is the utter helplessness of the nation
that trusts to its own resources, while ignoring and forgetting the
Supreme Ruler of the nations. It is to be hoped that this realization
of our entire helplessness and insecurity will be driven home by the
latest 'fiendish methods employed by out cruel and unscrupulous
enemy.
It is becoming a painful thought to many that our last resoUTee
should have been our first. Tt is 'perfectly clear that the nation, as a
~Ilition, is '!lot looking up to God for help and victory. It is very
.glaaly noted that there has 'been very much prayer, individual and
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united. Many places of worship have been opened daily for prayer.
Gatherings of praying people have been locally continuous. But the
nation, as a nation, has not yet been driven to it.> knees.
The object of this article is to present a few earnest considerations
that will, with the blessing of God, lead to so desirable an end. The
best weapon for a Christian against his spiritual enemies is prayer.
The best weapon for a nation against its national enemies is also prayer.
In all ages God has permitted and used the cruel scourge of war as
a punishment for national sins. Many sins have loudly called for this
judgment upon England. A sense of security from invasion has for
many years lured the nation into a pmsnit of ease and pleasure.
"Lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God" would accurately
describe our national condition for the past thirty years. This has
been helped by the many facilities afforded by cheap conveyance,
week-end excursions, and similar agencies. The railway and steamboat companies have made the desecration of the Lord's day a fine
art; and, though somewhat curtailed of late, their activities in tbis
direction have not ceased. One would have thought that all this
labour for pleasure would have been abandoned or forbidden at so
critical a time; but Sunday excursions are still run, and since I began
to write this article I have seen (Caversham Bridge) three excursion
steamen; ready to start on the Lord's day.
One would also have thought that decency would forbid the senseless
assemblings of from twenty to forty thousand men at football matches
on Satmday afternoons, and the playing of golf on the Lord's day.
Surely the nation is madly bent on pleasure to be thus occupied in a
time of war.
There may be also other things, perhaps desirable at an ordinary
time, that could be safely and wisely abandoned or curtailed in this
crisis of our history.
And have we not as a nation provoked God by our infidelity, much
of it religious, imported from Germany? And what of the shameless
idolatry practised daily, borrowed from Rome?
And further; when is God duly acknowledged in public, either in
speeches by prominent men or by the Press? Some of us know how
difficult, 01' rather impossible, it is to get a letter in the nature of this
article inserted in a daily or a weekly paper. And" if we have forgotten the Name of our God, or stretched out our hands to a strange
god; shall not God search this out? for' He knoweth the secrets of the
heart" (Psa. xliv. 20, 21). Have we not fallen into the sin of Belshazzar, who" praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron,
of wood, and of stone" (Daniel v.)? Have we nat as a nation been
lifted up with pride like Nebuchadnezzar, as recorded in Daniel iv. ?
Happy will it be for us if, like him, we are humbled in the dust, and our
honour and our brightness return to us !
.
It must be clear to any thinking mind that we have as a nation
fargotten God. We turn to the daily Press, and find boasts of the
strength of our Army, the power of our Fleet, the wisdom and resource
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of ohr statesmen, our generals, and our admirals. We look upon the
city walls, and see this: "Britain's mighty arm, and yours, will gain
the victory." I have often trembled to read this advertisement.
When will the nation be brought to acknowledge that God's right
arm will gain us the victory? It is right and wise to seek to increase
and maintain the efficiency of our Army and our Navy; but this is
quite consistent with placing our trust in the power and goodness of
God alone.
A Day of National Humiliat.ion and Prayer has been often suggested;
and in past years this course would have been adopted by Parliament.
-I have a vivid recollection of the Fast Day during the Crimean War;
and of the Day of Humiliation during the Indian Mutiny (the last held
in England). I have more than once written to persons in high places,
to point out the desirability of a Day of National Prayer; but thc
answer has always been to the effect that this can not now be done,
owing to the fact that it would interrupt the commerce of the nation
by closing the banks. But a sufficient reply to this is given us in thc
case of Amaziah (2 Chronicles xxv.): "God hath power to help, and
to cast down. . . . But what shall we do for the hundred talents?
. . .. The Lord is able to give thee much more than this" !
I shall not hesitate to quote Scripture in this article. We have the
well-known act of Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer on the part of
Nineveh, as recorded in the Book of Jonah. "So the people of
Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth,
'from the greatest of them even to the least of them. . . . . Who can
tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce anger,
that we perish not? And God saw their works, that they turned from
their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that He had said that
He would do unt.o them; and He did it not.."
If God accepted this national repentance at the hands of a heathen
city, and deferred its destruction for two hundred years, would He not
accept the repentance and hear the prayers of this favoured nat.ion ?
We have further the record of His acceptance of the repentance of
a wicked king of Israel: "Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself
before Me? Because he humbleth himself before Me, I will not bring
the evil in his days" (1 Kings xxi. 29). If God thus dealt with Ahab,
would He not also mercifully deal with us ?
If it should be found impracticable to appoint such a Day of Prayer
as is here suggested, would it not be desirable to have several days
appointed locally, to suit the convenience of towns and districts?
But in either case, and in any case, it is essential that we as individuals,
and as a nation, should be brought to bow humbly before the God of
nations, confessing our sins, and imploring His intervention in this
hour of our crisis.
An urgent plea that might move our hearts would be the wicked
craft of our great foe. The murder of women and children; the
raiding of undefended towns; the sinking of passenger vessels laden
with precious lives; the use of suffocating gas; and all the other

The Gospel Magazine

441

insensate wickednesses to which the enemy has lowered himself:
these vile infamies may be left to the judgment of Him Who has said:
"Vengeance is Mine; I will repay."
The Kolnische Volkszeitung unblushingly writes that" the sinking
of the Ltlsitania is a success for our submarines which must be
placed beside the greatest achievements in this war. With joyful
pride (!) we contemplate this latest deed of our navy; and it will not
be tbe last." Surely this is a supreme confession of hideous insanity:
the most deliberate evidence that could be given of a frank abandonment of all civilized traditions. This one disgraceful act, this work of
monstrous and meaningless violence, sums up Germany's undisguised
defiance of national honour.
Tbe unblushing approval of acts so heinous ought to show us clearly
that the nation guilty of them must be looked upon as retrograde,
and that Germany must henceforth be ruled out and outlawed as
below the level of pirates and savages.
It is, however, no new thing for a nation to be punished by another
nation worse than itself. The tenth chapter of the prophecy of Isaiah
shows how God used the Assyrians as His rod to chastise His own
Israel; and then laid that rod aside. The Prophet Habakkuk also
complained that God used" that bitter and hasty nation." He waS
perplexed at it; and gave himself to prayer and watching.
Happy will it be for England, in this the hour of our extremity,
unable to cope with the inhuman devices of our enemy, if we do what
Israel of old did at a similar time: "0 our God, wilt Thou not judge
them? for we have no might against this great company that cometh
against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon
Thee" (2 Chronicles xx.). This was the way to victory and to praise
and blessing; and there is no better way now.
May I suggest that the following Scriptures be read privately and
publicly, and that our young people, our dear children, be invited to
listen to them and to learn them ?-Exodus xiv. and xv.-Ezra ix.Nehemiah ix.-Daniel iv. and v. and ix.-Psalms xliv. and cvii.Isaiah x. and xxvi.-2 Chronicles xiii. and xiv. and xx. and x:,,-v.Acts xii.
An early or an easy victory, gained without humble prayer to God,
would witness a return on the part of our nation to boasting, to pride,
and to pleasUl'e. A victory secured by the prayers of a united nation
would be honourable and endUl'ing, for it would contain the blessing
and the smile of Almighty God.
Cricklewood.
WILLIA~f WILEMAN.
(This article may be had in leaflet form from Mr. B. D. Wileman,
49, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C., price 2s. per
100, postage 4d.).
[A DEEP conviction exists among GOD'S own people on the subject of
our national danger at the present t.ime. Our Armies and our Navies,
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alas! are apparently the trust of our rulers, and not the GOD of battles.
We tremble in presence of the dishonour which is being done to the
KING of kings, as our ships and ·troops depart without any sign of
humiliation before, or dependence upon, the God of the earth and sea.
Let the LORD'S remembrancers not cease to plead, in the spirit of
Jeremiah, for" such a nation as this."-THE EDITOR.]

" VESTMENTS."
" BR!NG forth VESTMENTS for all the worshippers of Baa!. And he
brought them forth VESTMENTS" (2 Kings x. 22). So commanded
Jehu. And the chief custodian of Baa!'s wardrobe duly furnished
the devotees of Baal with vestments suited to the idolatry and superstition of the worship of that god.
A reference to Cruden's Concordance will show that the only mention
of " Vestments" in the Bible is thus counected with the abominable
religion of the chief deity of the Phcenicians. The mystical Babylon
of the Book of Revelation, however, is also distinctly characterized
by the Holy Ghost as " arrayed" in purple and scarlet colour, and
" decked" (margin, gilded) with gold and precious stones and pearIsrepresentative of a sensuous and materialistic religion suited Satanically to dazzle the natural eye and gratify that lust of the flesh to which
sacred pomp lends charm. The god of this world, whose third and
last temptation when assaulting the Divine Head of the Church of
God's elect consisted in a showing-a presenting to the sight (deiknuo,
Matt. iv. 8)-of " all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them,"
continues the same method when endeavouring to seduce souls. In
the case of God incarnate-Jesus, the Christ-Satan abjectly failed.
That wicked one sought in vain by the presentation of carnal" glory"
to induce the Son of Man to " fall down and worship" him. "God
is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit
and in truth." That fact, that principle, occupied a supreme place
in the heart of Jesus. Hence, He spumed with horror and contempt
the glory-vested falsehoods which lay spread out at His feet. Far
otherwise, alas! the mind of professing Christendom! From the
days of Constantine, onwards into the middle ages, an excessive love
of human " art " and " taste" so led men to sacrifice purity of Gospel
doctrine and spirituality of worship as that finally Christianity and
Babylonianism became synonymous in their signification.
The Reformation of the sixteenth century went far to restore
primitive doctrine and purity of worship, yet it did not make a clean
sweep. The Churches of the earth failed to put away" all leaven"
from their houses. A spurious reverence for " antiquity" ensnared
the minds of most of the European Reformers. The orux of their
error lay in the fact that the " a,ntiquity " whose e1aims misled their
judgment was not ",emote enough. Had the Reformation gone back
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sufficiently far for ita basis, it would not have bestowed on postapostolic Christianity the importance and consideration which it did.
The leprous house, instead of being pulled do,vu to its defiled foundations, was only cleansed and recoloured. The root of Babylonianism
was left in the visible Church in the fruitful figment of an Apostolw
Succession-a continuity other than that of virgin Gospel doctrine and
the indwelling of the Holy- Ghost. Our English Reformers especially
fell short of the grand ideal of a Scriptural Reformation by failing
to emphasize this root-error of the Papal Antichrist. It was of course
merely a matter of time-as the history of post-Reformation Protestantism in our own country has too sorrowfully proved-for ecclesiastical ambition and pride to reassert themselves in the ranks of the
clergy, especially of the ruling clergy.
This fact, however, is not one at which we need feel any considerable
surprise. For, unless Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons be really
grace-converted men, it is vain to expect from them" the fruit of the
Spirit." An unconverted Presbyter can not be made a spiritually
minded Bishop by any process of ecclesiastical" consecration," how·
ever magnificent the pageantry or histrionic the ritual employed on
the occasion. Divine grace, we need not remark, is the free gift of
the Living God. "The wind bloweth where it Iisteth." Is the wind
at the co=and of any man, or of any caste of men ~ The human
will of the mightiest potentate on earth is impotent to set the aerial
element in motion, nor dare he affect to govern its subtle activities.
'1'he Holy Ghost is free, absolutely free, in His infinitely more wonderful
operations. The human hands whose helplessness to control the
,vinds of heaven no one disputes, are yet more contemptibly weak
to direct the Divine Spirit in His inscrutable goings. No manual, or
digital, processes of Pope, Cardinal, or Prelate-Protestant or Papalcan transmit to a fellow-mortal the Omnipotent, as though by an
ecclesiastical fiat the Eternal Spirit could be identified with doctrines
doing Himself despite, and degrading the ascended Lord Jesus Christ
to the material level of a piece of bread or a morsel of paste. Be it
noted that these criticisms do not exceed the strictest limits of patent
fact_ For the highest function of a "priest" in the line of the
" Apostolwal Succession" is his official trans-localization of the heavenenthroned Son of God to an earthly" altar." In the discharge of this
supernatural function our modern" priest" not only clothes himself
with the glamour of a demi-god, telling us that his "Apostolical
Succession" warrants him in claiming power to act as a Sacramental
Mediator between God and man, but he proceeds to symbolize that
transcendent pretension by vesting himself with such insignia as
" antiquity" provides, and more particularly with such as ancient
Babylon places at his disposal.
The Church of Rome through her -ablest representatives enforces
the theory that at the sacrifice of the MallS-that is, at Antichrist's
counterfeit 01 the Lord's Supper-"the Priest .represents the Persoll
0/ Christ," while " the Mass itself represents His passion." Therefore,
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it is urged, the "priest" puts on for this mystic servICe numerous
.~ymbolical vestments. (Vide Dr. Challoner.)
- The Reformed Church of England having at tbe Reformationwhatever may have been left unaccomplished in the repudiation of
the chimera of "apostolic succession "-repudiated the Mass as
"blasphemous," necessarily rejected the Vestments which symbolized
the blasphemy. The highest Ecclesiastical Courts, too, have within
recent years upheld the Reformation decision, severely punishing
beneficed clergymen for these innovations. Benefices have been
again and again vacated under sentence of the Courts in the case of
ministers in the Established Church whose Romanizing proceedings
obviously running counter to the doctrinal standard laid down in the
Thirty-Nine Articles, were cited by lay members of the Church before
our constitutional tribunals.
WITH regard to the proposals now before Convocation for authorizing
the use of Romish Vestments in the Service of the Lord's Supper, a
Declaration signed by influential Laymen of the Church of England
is shortly to be presented to the Archbishop of Canterbmy under the
auspices of the National Church League. The Declaration runs:
" To the Most Reverend and Right Honourable the Lord Archbishop
of Canterbury, Primate of all England and Metropolitan. We, the
undersigned lay members of the Church of England, beg leave to
express to your Grace our earnest and anxious hope that such proposals
as are now before Convocation for authori7.ing in the Service of the
Holy Co=union the use of the Vestments of the Roman Mass may
not be approved. Such use, in our view, conspicuously defaces the
primitive character of our Service, as it has been celebrated for more
than three hundred years by men of all Schools in our Church, and
gives countenance to the introduction of other Romish doctrines and
practices, that were rightly rejected by the Reformers as incompatible
with the teaehing of Holy Writ: and its formal sanction at the present
time would render increasingly painful the position of large numbers
of communicant members of the Church of England."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
THE 44th Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home will be held on
Friday, July 2nd, when the Committee hope to welcome many who
desire the welfare of the Lord's aged poor and value the distinctive
and Scriptural basis of the Society. The garden of the Home is now
looking its best, and the meetings arranged prove a convenient centre
for friends from the country and distant parts of the Metropolis to
gather to. The Rev. Thomas Houghton, of Bath, will preach in the
afternoon at 3.15, and the Rev. J. H. Snow, of Blackburn, in the
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evening at 6.45. Tea will be provided at 5 o'clock, at sixpence, and
the Lady Visitors will conduct a Sale of Work from 2 o'clock on behalf
of the Benevolent Fund for aiding sick and infirm inmates. Our old
folk will be cheered by visitors going to see them.
The Annual Election of Pensioners to the Ten Guinea List, brought
a number of friends together on June 1st at the Cannon Street Hotel.
Mr. Lunn presided, and Messrs. Ebenezer Carr and W. Sinden opened
and closed with prayer. Thirty pensioners were appointed, all of
them in urgent need of the increased allowance.
The July number of The Quarterly Record is ready. It contains a
portrait of tbe late Rev. Gray Hazlerigg, and other illustrations, and
will be sent, post free, upon application. It is especially suitable in
creating interest among non-subscribers.
A new booklet, entitled
" Especially," will be published shortly at the rate of 6s. per hundred.
The Committee ask all the friends of the Institution to kindly distribute
the Society's literature, in order that fresh aid may be forthcoming
in these days of stress. Tbe Sermon preached by the Rev. J. M. Sangar,
B.A., on behalf of the Society, and entitled" Constraining Love," has
been published. Copies can be obtained at one penny each.
Collections after sermons demonstrate that an increasing number
of Churches in sympathy with the basis and work of the Society are
giving support. Each sermon means not only financial benefit, but
new friends. Will every reader help in obtaiuing a collection, however sma1l1 If every Cburch having members upon our books,
could thus acknowledge the Society, the anxieties of the Committee
would be lessened.
A part of the Add.ress of the Rev. W. Brooke, of Croydon, at our
recent Annual }leeting, will be appreciated by our friends: "This
Institution is so composed and worked that all who value distinctive
Truth can unite in the work. Speaking personally, I am one who
follows distinctive Truth. I know no other spiritual Truth but that
which is distinctive. When God. made this earth He created the light
and the darkness, and He divided one from the other. There is the
beginning of it. Why are the nations to-day in the deadly grip of the
most terrible conflict I believe the world has ever known 1 I believe
- it is because that principle is lacking-a recognition of the difference
between light and darkness, between justice and its opposite, between
truth and its opposite. We are suffering to-day in every department
of our life for the want of distinctions, my friends-God's distinctions,
the distinctions of eternal Truth. Then I want distinction in my
experience as a Christian in order that I may contend for that which
is vital. Then I come to the Lord Jesus Christ, Who is Truth essential,
and I read that I must be born again. No man of natural advantages,
no man of religious advantages, no man of culture, or whatever you
may term it, can aid me one moment coming near to God for the
purpose of union. I must be made a new creatu1'C, old things must
pass away, and all things must become new. Therefore our Lord says,
, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of
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the Spirit, lie canllot enter inte the kingc\om of God.' I brought these
remarks forward because I believe· your Society is based on the principle
of distinctive Truth-the Truth which is. in Jesus."

A MONTHLY RECORD.
THE following intimation was made from Buckingham Palace on
Monday, June 14th: "While deeply appreciating the wishes expressed
by many public bodies to present addresses on the occasion of his
coming of age on the 23rd inst., the PRINCE m' WALES, being at the
front, wishes that all congratulations, public or otherwise, should be
postponed until the conclusion of the war. For the same reason His
Royal Highness has decided to defer making any appointments to his
Household.' '

In announcing that steps were in contemplation for the formation
of a Coalition Cabinet the Prime Minister made clear three essential
points :-(1) Any change that takes place will not affect the offices
of the head of the Government or the Foreign Secretary, which will
continue to be held as they are now. (2) There is absolutely no change
of any kind in contemplation in the policy of the country with regard
to the continued prosecution of the war with all possible energy, and
by means of every available resource. (3) Any reconstruction
that may be made will be for the purpose of the war alone, and is not
to be taken in any quarter or for any reason to indicate anything in
the nature of surrender or compromise on the part of any person or
any body of persons of thei.r several political purposes and ideals.
The completion of the new Cabinet-the largest of modern timeswas announced on May 26th. Mr. Lloyd George has resigned the
Chancellorship of the Exchequer in order to fill the specially created
and more arduous post of Minister of Munitions. Mr. Bonar Law is
the new Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Balfour First Lord
of the Admiralty, and Sir E. Carson Attorney-General. What need
there is for prayer that the new Government may have a right
judgment in all things.
Italy has now taken the field. On Sunday, May 23rd, she declared
war against Austria-Hungary. The formal state of war began at
midnight on that date.
Since we last went to press " the worst disaster in the history of
British railways" has caused the loss of 168 precious lives. Four days
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later came the loss of H.M.S. Triumph, torpedoed, it is believed, by
a German submarine. The following day H.M.S. Maiemic, another
battleship, was torpedoed and sank, and on the same morning H.M.
Auxiliary Ship Princess Irene was accidentally blown up in Sheerness
Harbour and many persons perished. These appalling disasters bring
home to our minds our utter helplessness, and the great need that we
should look to God only in this solemn time for victory over our
enemies. National repentance, however, and national humiliation
should accompany such dependence on Him Who alone can deliver
us from present peril.
A Zeppelin raid on London was made early on the morning of
June 1st. About ninety bombs were dropped in various localities
not far distant from each other. Several persons were killed and
others seriously injured.
The re-capture of Przemysl by the enemy was announced on June
4th. This was largely due to our Ally's lack of shells. It is now
generally recognized that an almost unlimited supply of shells and
other munitions is required for the successful prosecution of the
war. But the greatest need of all is the putting forth of Divine Power
on our behalf. "If God be for us, who can be against us 1" Let
the Lord's people cry daily unto Him that He may make bare His
arm for our national deliverance.
The total number of British Army casualties up to May 31st in
the French and Mediterranean Expeditionary Forces, including the
Territorial Force and the Colonial and Indian Contingents, is 258,069.
Of this total, 50,342 were killed, 153,980 were wounded, and 53,747 are
reported as missing.
The Navy casualties up to May 31st were; 8,245 killed, 2,443
wounded, and 2,859 missing, making a total of 13,547.
We quote the following from a recent issue of The English Churchman: "In the course of his sermon at the consecration of St. Peter's,
Acton Green, the Bishop of London is reported to have said that' he
honestly believed we were fighting (that is, in the war against Germany)
for the principles of the Christian religion against a revival of Paganism.'
Doubtless many will agree with the sentiment who will at the same
time note the anomalous position in which it placed the speaker.
Was not the Bishop himself working on that occasion for the' revival
{)f Paganism' in the Church of England 1 The same paper which
records his sermon has an inset illustration of the 'consecration of
the High Altar.' Now, the religion of Christ has no place for any
such erection; it certainly belongs to Paganism, but not to Christianity.
Moreover, the Bishop wore a mitre, which is a piece of headgear
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derived ,from Pagan source and usage. There were other performances
at the service quite in keeping with Paganism, but at variance with
the doctrines of the New Testament and the principles of our Reformed
Church. Apparently in his own way the Bishop is promoting the
, revival' which he deprecated."

lKebieUlf> an1J ifl,oticef> of lSooh.
THE FIVE POINTS OF CALVINISM. By the late REV. WILLIAM PARKS,
B.A., Rector of Openshaw, Manchester. Pp. 111. Price Is.;
6d. (LONDON: C. J. FARNCOMBE & SONS, LTD., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, E.C. Also from the Hon. Secretary,
Sovereign Grace Union, 3, Claude Villas, Love Walk, Denmark
Hill, S.E.)
A reprint of Five Sermons preached during Lent, 1856, by that
stalwart champion of the doctrines of grace, the late Rev. William
Parks. The subjects treated of are: The Fall of Man, Election,
Particular Redemption, Effectual Calling, and Final Perseverance.
Needless to say they are dealt with ably and Scripturally, and the
teaching on these fundamental doctrines will be found convincing by
minds ready to " receive with meekness the engrafted Word."

THE WAY OF CHRIST IS IN THE DARK.
THEN may our King become a good way on in His travels of love and
glory towards ns, though we yet discern Him not. We know not
how near He may be to us, how fnll of life and sweetness before us,
ready now to discover Himself, when we are weeping for His absence
and complaining that somebody hath carried Hinr away; as Mary
complained to Himself in the likeness of a gardener. The sun in a
mist or fog steals on upon the world unperceived; at last he breaks
forth, and we wonder to see him so far advanced towards high-noon.
So doth our spiritual Sun still keep His pace behind the clouds, still
mounting higher and higher. When He shall discover, we shall be
amazed to see that He hath made so great a march in so short a time.
. . . Jesus Christ is not" slack in His coming" (2 Peter iii. 9). Christ
saith, ~' I go to prepare a place for you." As a rich pillar or stately
work is often veiled till it be quite finished, and then presented at
once in its full beauty, so the Lord stays from appearing that He
may make ready a glory prepared for us. When His work is perfect,
then will He disclose it, and we with admiration shall acknowledge
that the Lord bath not been slack in His coming, but bath made a
great approach to men in a little space of time.-Peter Sterry (1647)

