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"At night He went out, and abode in the nwunt that
the nwunt of Olives."-LuKE xxi. 37.

~8

called

i\'1ANy events recorded in Scripture are associated with mountains,
and the blessed JESUS is particularly associated with the MOUNT
OF OLIVES. We may truly say that this mountain was the scene
of tears, of prayers, and of partings. The first Old Testament
reference to it is associated with tears-2 Samuel xv. 30: "And
DAVID went up by the ascent of MOUNT OLIVET, and wept as he
went up, and had his head covered, and he went barefoot: and
all the people that was with him covered every man his head,
and they went up, weeping as they went up." Here we have a
forecasting of the LORD JESUS CHRIST betrayed by JUDAS.
OLIVET was the scene of the betrayal of JESUS by JUDAS, just as
DA VID learnt there who was the traitor in his case. "And one
told DAVID, saying, AmTHOPHEL is among the conspirators with
ABSALOM." There is a wonderful connection between the Old
Testament and the New Testament scenes on the MOUNT OF
OLIVES.
Sorrow is again associated with OLIVET in the second reference
to .it, 1 Kings xi. 4-8-where it is designated" the hill that is
before JERUSALEM "-for we see how men of GOD may depart,
22
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and have departed, from a perfect following of the LORD their
GOD.
And yet another instance of sorrow connected with it lies before
us in Ezekiel xi. 21-23, where in a vision J EHOVAH showed His
servant how He would deal with the CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, first
in a way of judgment, after in a way of grace. The lifting of
the glory and the departure of the chembim showed that GOD
would remove His presence in judgment, that He would depart
froin a guilty nation.
In the New Testament we find the life of the MAN OF SORROWS
in JUDEA closely associated with the MOUNT OF OLIVES. Here
He sat \vith His disciples, and taught them of the deep things of
GOD. How largely was the ministry of the Divine MASTER conducted in the open air. Sometimes He spoke to thousandsfour thousand for three days (Mark viii. 2, 9)-sometimes to a
solitary hearer, as to the woman at SYCHAR. And the LORD yet
ministers to one, or two, or three, or thousands. He can convert
one, or a family, or a thousand. His own must come in.
" And as He sat upon the MOUNT OF OLIVES "-in full view of
the Temple, for the two hills faced each other-" the disciples
came unto Him" (Matt. xxiv. 3). On this memorable occasion
He not only stated the comparative periods of time as to the
fall of the Holy City and His Second Coming, but also plainly
foretold certain things as preceding these great events respectively. And -then He bids His people by reason of their seeing
"those things" which precede His advent, anticipate the near
realization of their glorious redemption. For the coming of our
adorable LORD and SAVIOUR will be the climax and fruition of
the redemption of His people from the power of SATAN (Rom. xvi.
20), this present evil world (Gal. i. 4), the troubles and sorrows
of time (Psa. xxv. 22; xliv. 26), and all their enemies, the last
of whom is death (Hosea xiii. 14; 1 Cor. xv. 51-57). Yea, they
themselves are the redeerned possession, redeemed unto Him as by
Him (Ephes. i. 14; Acts xx. 28).
And on this mount-" the mount called OLIVET "-the blessed
JESUS spent many hours-often the night hours-in prayer, in
waiting on His FATHER. "And every man went unto his own
house. JESUS went unto the MOUNT OF OLIVES "-the first verse
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of the 8th chapter of John ought not to be separated from the
last verse of the preceding chapter-" And early in the morning
He came again into the temple." Hotr tronderful is this thought,
that JESUS, the perfect, sinless JESUS, was a Man of prayer, and
that He should seize the occasion of the night hours for supplicating
His FATHER. Prayer involves petition, and we believe therefore
that the MAN OF SORROWS used to spend whole nights in petitioning
His FATHER, sometimes audibly, sometimes mentally, but always
prevalently. We often ask amiss, He never. Every petition was
asked aright, and everyone was answered. The HOLY SPIRIT says
of Him-" Who in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him
That was able to save Him from death, and was heard in that He
feared" (Heb. v. 7). So we believe that our adorable REDEEMER
suffered in prayer, and such was verily the case in the garden on
the MOUNT OF OLIVES. "And He came out, and went, as He was
wont, to the MOUNT OF OLIVES; and His disciples also followed
Him." He called on them to watch and pray; while He "went
forward a little, and fell on the ground," and offered three times
over the same petition. And the HOLY GHOST says of the third
time, "He prayed more earnestly." To us that is a mystery, but
we believe it, for the HOLY SPIRIT speaks. He was" in an agony."
It was the midnight hour of darkness, of supreme wrestling with
the tempter, and the drops of sweat were as it were great drops
of blood falling down to the ground. GETHSEMANE truly was the
focus and centre of trouble. The darkness, the bitterness, the
death cry-into these we can not enter. All the horrors of death
-a judicial death-gathered round the soul of the MA..." OF
SORROWS on that awful night.
One bright and blessed incident connected with OLIVET stands
out preeminently. From its slope, on the BETHANY side, the
RISEN ONE took farewell of His Church on earth-a little company of His disciples-and was taken back into glory. And how
full of comfort and joy for us the knowledge that the" same
JESUS" will come again in like manner. His last utterance to us
till He shall fulfil it in His appearing is," Surely I come quickly."
Oh, what comfort to His dear trembling people does this sure
promise bring. He is even now knocking loudly at the door.
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" He that hathan ear" hears His voice in the present portentous
events, all pointing as they do to the accomplishment of the sure
Word of prophecy. We, dear fellow-believers, look for a Kingdom
which can not be moved. We know, to our hearts' joy, that all
authority has been com!J]..itted to the SON OF MAN, and that He
is sitting in our own very nature at His FATHER'S right hand, only
waiting for ·the hour when, in the bliss of His FATHER'S House,
He shall look round upon the perfected number of His redeemed
Family, and be satisfied.
Are we, one and all, looking tor the coming of the LORD from
Heaven ~ Oh, for increased watchfulness, for more of the spirit
of prayer and supplication, and for more fervent zeal in serving
Him Whom our souls love, that when He comes we may be found
with our loins girded about, and our lights burning, earnestly
longing to see His lovely face and to be made" like Him" !
CLIFTON, BRISTOl,.

THE EDITOR.

THE Kingdom of God is not in word, but in power; ,ve are the
disciples of that Master Who first began to do and then to teach. But
now the world is full of mutilated Christians; either they want an
ear and can not hear God's Word, or a tongue and can not speak of
it; or if they have both, they want hands and can not practise it.William Cowper.
" BLESSED are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth." These
are words of which it may well be affirmed, that as they were true in
the days of David, so have they ever since been verified from generation
to generation. For" a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of
the things which he possesseth." To inherit the earth, signifies to
enjoy with a quiet and thankful heart what temporal good God sees fit
to bestow. Now, of the people of God in general it is declared, that
" all things are theirs." Federally, they possess them in their glorious
Head; personally, they receive from that Head as much as He sees
them truly to require. But it is of all others, the meek who are able to
recognize and to rejoice in this assurance. Nor only so, they have
special experience of its certainty. For in their case a rare, a living
sense of their own unworthiness tempers every sorrow, enhances every
joy. This excellent spirit ultimately conquers even the churlishness
of man, while a bountiful God delights to honour it by loading it with
benefits. Verily the meek do eat, and are satisfied: they do find, that
Godliness hath "promise of the life that now is, as well as of that
which is to come."-The late Bishop Waldegrave.
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THE LORD'S INTEREST IN HIS SCATTERED PEOPLE.
" For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth,
to slunv Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward Him."-2 CHRON. xvi. 9.

•

THE Lord's people are a scattered people. They are found in every
part of the globe. Great numbers are in the war area. Some are
there as residents; some as combatants; some as ministers of the
Gospel; some as doctors or nurses. The places where they are
located vary. Some are in France, some in Flanders, some in
Salonika, some in Egypt, some in Mesopotamia, some in East
Africa, and many are in the training camps at home. Many, too,
are in our battle-ships, and some perhaps are journeying by sea to
some region unknown to themselves. Wherever they are, however, and whatever their occupation, their whereabouts and their
circumstances are known to the Lord. "The eyes of the Lord run
to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him." What
comfort there is in these words! How suited they are for the
solemn times in which we live! Let us think of them in relation
to present trials.
First, conS24er what is meant by a heart perfect towards the Lord.
Let us make no mistake. The precious assurance of the te...~t is
not given in regard to everybody. It refers to a distinct class of
people, a people whose heart is perfect toward the Lord. Who are
they 1 What is meant by a perfect heart 1
1. A perfect heart must mean a new heart.
We read of the people in the time of Noah that" God saw that
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that e:very
imagination of the thoughts of M<I heart was only e:vil continually"
(Gen. vi. 5). A man whose heart is only evil, whose every thought
is rebellious against God, can not be said to have a perfect heart
while in his unregenerate state. So far from that being the case
it is written that "The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked" (Jer. xvii. 9).
A new heart, then, is needed ere it can be said that a man's heart
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is perfect toward the Lord. This is what the Lord promises to
give to His people. "A new heart also will I give you, and a
new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of
flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do
them" (Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27). A man possessed of this new heart
is "a new creature." He has put on "the new man which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of Him That created him."
He was" born of the flesh," but now he is " born of the Spirit."
He is regenerated by the Holy Ghost. He is converted. He is
saved. Before we can take comfort from the precious assurance we
are considering we need to ask ourselves, " Have I this new heart?
Does the Spirit bear witness with my spirit that I am a child of God,
born into His family? "
2. A per/ed heart is a belilWing heart. It is a heart which is
toward t,he Lord, a heart centred on Him, reconciled to Him. And
how can this be except by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ? There
is no access to the Father except through Him. There is no love
to the Father except through Him. The sense of love arises from
a sweet sense of forgiveness. We love much because we have been
much forgiven. Our hearts are centred in the Lord because we
realize His great love to us in redeeming and saving us from om
sins. But who are they who have this precious realiZ<'1.tion? It is
those who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is those who
are justified by faith in His blood. "With the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation" (Rom. x. 10). A believing heart, however, not only
trusts wholly and entirely in the blood and righteousness of Christ,
but it relies upon God in all dangers and necessities. This is what
Asa the king of Judah did when the Ethiopians came against him
in huge numbers, and the Lord smote them and delivered His trusting servant. But, subsequently, a new danger confronted this
Godly king, and his faith temporarily failed. Baasha, the king of
Israel, came up against him, and Asa relied upon the heathen king
of Syria for aid instead of relying upon the Lord his God. No
wonder that Hanani the seer should say to him, "Because thou
hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy God,
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therefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand.
Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very
many chariots and horsemen? Yet, because thou didst rely on
the Lord, He delivered them into thine hand" (2 Chron. xvi. 7, 8).
Ah, are we not all prone to be like Asa? Do we not need to beware
of relying on the world for help instead of relying on the mighty God
of Jacob? The heart that is perfect towards the Lord trusts in
Him only. It is a believing heart. Oh, that the heart of the Nation
was sound in this respect! Oh, that the Lord's people even were so
perfect in theil' hearts toward the Lord that reliance on Him only
was their distinguishing characteristic in this solemn time!
3. A perfect heart is an obedient heart.
It is a heart whose supreme desire is to please the Lord, whose
supreme aim is to walk in His ways and do His will. Solomon,
addressing the Lord's professed people,said, "Let your heart therefore be perfect before the Lord our God, to walk in His statutes,
and to keep His commandments" (1 Kings viii. 61). How sad to
read of this same king that, " It came to pass, when Solomon was
old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his
heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart of
David his father" (1 Kings xi. 4). Obedience to the Divine will is
a mark of a perfect heart. What need for watchfulness and prayer
lest our hearts be turned in any measure from following the Lord!
We need hearts that are humble, lowly, contrite, and tender. We
need hearts which tremble at God's Word. The more we are
taught of God, the more shall we feel the enormity of sin and the
more desirous shall we be for His grace to enable us to. walk in
obedience to His holy will.
4. A perfect heart is a sincere heart.
It is honest, undissembling, true. It seeks to serve the Lord
with a single eye to His glory. Sincerity of heart marked the
people of J udah when "they entered into a covenant to seek the
Lord God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their
soul" (2 Chron. xv. 12, 15). It marked the Psalmist when he said,
" With my whole heart have I sought Thee: 0 let me not wander
from Thy commandments" (Psa. cxix. 10). Yet he felt there was
danger of wandering. Ah, yes, only Divine grace can keep the
feet of the saints, and though the Lord bestows a new, a believing,
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an obedient, and a sincere heart, His people must still humbly
acknowledge that in many things they offend, all. The flesh is
still in them, and it is always enmity with God, not subject to His
law, neither indeed can be. The man whose heart is perfect toward
the Lord is perfectly sensible of his unworthiness, his failures, his
inconsistencies. Yet, the general bent of his life is to "walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing." Is thy heart right with God, dear
reader? If so, what comfort there is for thee in the assurance given
concerning those whose hearts are perfect toward the Lord.
Let us now in the second place consider the precious assurance
given to those who possess such hearts.
1. They are assured that the Lorrf s O1nnisC'ience is broughJ, to bear
upon them.
It is brought to bear upon them with eagerness. The eyes of the
Lord run to and fro in reference to them. The Lord is represented
as eagerly looking out in all directions to discover and to locate His
people. He knoweth them that are His. Their names are all in
His heavenly register, and as they are moved about from one place
to another He is, so to speak, eager to note their exact whereabouts.
Many Christian wives and parents are eager just now to know
where their husbands and sons are, and how they are faring. They
believe they are" somewhere in France," or on one of the many
vessels which go to make up His Majesty's Fleet, but the exact
locality of their loved ones is hidden from them in this time of war.
But the Lord knows the names and exact addresses of all His
family. What a comfort this is in respect of His many scattered
people! " The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the
evil and the good" (Prov. xv. 3). His people "throughout the
whole earth" are visible to Him. From His throne in the heavens
His eyes penetrate into every region of the war area, and into every
part of the earth, to behold and to notice the people of His choice,
the objects of His eternal love. They may be beyond the reach of
the care of their earthly relatives, but they are not beyond the reach
of His care. He knows, He loves, He cares in regard to each one of
His beloved and redeemed family.
" Thy children shall not faint or fear,
Sustained by this delightful thought,
Since Thou their God art everywhere,
They can not be where Thou art not!"
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2. They are assured that the Lord's 01nnipotence is brought to bear
upon them.
Why is the Lord represented as searching for His people ~ It is
to show Himself strong on their behalf.
His power is put forth to deliver them from dangers. And He
does deliver and will deliver until the set time comes for His people
to be called up higher.
"Plagues and death around me fly;
Till He bids, I can not die ;
Not a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love thinks fit."
Bombs and shells and bullets are all under His control. Unless He
deems fit His people remain unscathed.
His power is put forth to uphold them in trial. Loneliness, hardships, evil surroundings, lack of Christian companions, and lack of
Gospel privileges are amongst the trials of many of His people at the
'Front and in the training-camps. But their ever-watchful and
ever-present God says, "Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be
not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My
righteousness" (Isaiah xli. 10).
His power is put forth to frustrate the evil designs of their
enemies. "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper"
(Isaiah liv. 17).
His power is put forth to supply all the needs of His people. He
Who commanded the clouds from above and opened the doors of
heaven, and rained down manna for a nation's needs, and He Who
commanded the ravens to feed Elijah and a widow woman to sustain
him can surely supply all the needs of His people. His eye is upon
them that hope in His mercy "to deliver their soul from death,
and to keep them alive in famine" (Psalm xxxiii. 18, 19). Take
comfort, then, ye children of God. Wherever you may be, in
trenches, on battleships, in hospitals, in captivity, in trainingcamps, at home, or abroad, the eyes of your Covenant-keeping God
are upon you, and He will show Himself strong on your behalf.
Bath.

THOMAS HOUGHTON.
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'Jilgtilll 'Japets:!.
WELLSPRINGS.
•

" Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in
the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the
Kingdant of God."-AcTS xiv. 22.
WHEN Rowland Hill was co=encing his ministry and giving great
promise of an extensive sphere of usefulness, it is told how John Ber·
ridge compared him to a ship under sail, and said, " If you need a little
ballast, the world will be allowed to throw it in; if a good deal. Satan
will be allowed to do so; and if much, the Lord Himself will throw
it in." And from these" three sources, every child of God will prove,
sooner or later, how in mercy the Lord watches over him and sends him
ballast to prevent his little barque from capsizing. God's children are
to be daily reminded that they" have this treasure in earthen vessels,
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us." It
was remarked to George MiilIer by one who greatly admired him and
his work for the Lord's sake, "I should think, dear friend, that when
your call comes you will enter port as a ship in full sail," or words to
tbat effect. Immediately the Lord's dear servant put from him the
thought which might foster creature pride, and said, " When I go Home
it will be as a poor sinner saved by sovereign grace." A similar reply
was that given by one of the Scottish worthies (GeOl'ge Brotchie), of
whom his biographer tells us: "Satan and the world pursued him
close and hard, and the chastening of the hand of the Lord was upon
him at various times, in his family, in his worldly estate, and lastly in
his bodily health; for he was the subject of a painful disease, which
terminated ultimately in his death. But he was, nevertheless, victori·
ously kept afloat, never striking his colours, and with the motto on his
lips, ' Salvation through free grace,' he entered the haven of rest. Just
at the close appeared 'the ruling passion strong in death,' that of hitting
at the display of high-toned experience, for when a friend standing by,
who overheard him say'" Thanks be unto God,'" added the words,
, "Who giveth us the victory"'; 'No,' said George, turning sharply
round, ' Go and beat that if you like on your own drumhead. I say,
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable Gift."'" [" Ministers
and Men in the Far North," by the Rev. Alexander Auld.)
Now, beloved reader, you and I-as all God's children-are taught
by sovereign all-constraining grace that we are saved at first, saved all
through, and saved at last by the mighty hand of God; and that He,
knowing our suffering, fallen, tempted natures, teaches us that without
Him we "can do nothing," and that if He leave us to ourselves a
moment, we shall fall into sin. It is thus He has decreed that the pil·
grim path of all Zion's sons and daughters should be one of danger to
them, prickly thorns, temptations to annoy, difficulties to perplex, sin,
Satan, and the world all set upon their overthrow, that they might be
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driven out of every false refuge and "set their hope in God." The
believer's life might indeed be spelled in two words, Salvation, and
Trouble. And they thus prove the truth of our text, " We must through
much tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God." Salvation is a large
word. It covers all time and eternity, in the being and circumstances
of every redeemed child of God. It meets all their requirements; it
supplies all their needs; it preserves them in all trouble, and delivers
them finally as "more than conquerors." And the other wordTrouble-is the means by which the Lord chooses to lead His people
Home. "In the world ye shall have tribulation." And" Christ leads us through no darker room
Than He went through before;
And they who to His Kingdom come
Must enter by this door."
And it is enough for the servant if he be like his Master. He prepared
His people for it. He has promised no smooth way, nor bed of roses.
When he set His dear servant, the Apostle Paul, in the way of His steps,
He at once declared, "For I will shew him how great things he must
suffer for My Name's sake." And Paul proved all this; for he said,
some twenty-five years later, "And now, behold, I go bound in the
spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me
there; save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that
bonds and afilictions abide me " (wait for me). Yea, he was content
to have it so; for he writes to his Corinthian brethren, " For I think
that God hath set forth us the Apostles last, as it were appointed to
death; for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and
to men." He spoke of "persecutions" he "endured," and" afflictions which came unto me "; he encouraged his beloved Timothy that
" all that will live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution," and
that" If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him." He looked beyond
the present sufferings and counted them not worthy to be compared
with the glory that was to be revealed. "For our light afiliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal." Yes, we
must through much tribulation enter the Kingdom. Tribulation!
What a word is this! Oh, Mw our faint hearts would sink could we
not set over it its glorious antidote and end-Salvation! The sainted
Fuller wrote; "I find two sad etymologies of tribulation. One from
tribulus, a three-forked thorn, which intimates that such afilictions,
which are as full of pain and anguish unto the soul as a thorn thrust
into a tender pali; of the flesh is unto the body, may properly be termed
tribulations. The other from tribulus, the head of a flail, or flagel,
knaggy and knotty (made commonly as I take it of a thick blackthorn),
and then it imports that affiictions, falling upon us as heavy as the flail
threshing the corn, are styled tribulations. I am in a strait which
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deduction to embrace-from the sharp, or from the heavy thorn. But
which is the worst ~ Though I may choose whence to derive the word,
I can not choose so as to decline the thing. I must' through much
tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God.' Therefore I will labour
not to be like a young colt, first set to plough, which mOTe tires himself
out with his own untowardness than with the weigbt of wbat he draws;
and will labour patiently to bear all tbat is imposed on me."
It was thus the Apostle was taught that God's grace was" sufficient
for" him, and to glory in his infirmities that the power of Christ might
rest upon him. "A thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan" had
been sent to buffet him lest he should be exalted above measure. So
painful was it to flesh and blood that thrice the afRicted man besought
the Lord for its removal. But in mercy the Lord did not answer the
prayer of His dear suffering Apostle. He did not remove the thorn,
but He sent corresponding grace, and His servant learned to glory in
Christ and His power and be content with the" thorn." See the category of troubles which the saints suffer as detailed in Rom. viii. 35-38,
and of which the Apostle experienced, as he tells us in 2 Cor. xi. 23-33,
tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword. But
neither these, nor death, life, angels, principalities, powers, things
present nor things to come, nor height, depth, nor any other creature,
he was persuaded "shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Every follower of J esllS is told by His Divine Master and Leader,
"He that taketh not up his cross and followeth aftcr Me, is not worthy
of Me." He looks upon His true disciples, and says, "Ye are they
which have continued with lIie in My temptations." And He encourages and establishes their hearts as He declares, " These things have I
spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye
shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the
world." "Chosen in the furnace of afRiction," God's children are kept
and subjected to much therein. He deals variously and sovereignly,
but knowing what is in these evil hearts of ours, He lays His hand in
mercy upon us and compasses our path, winnows it with the flail of
afRiction and the rod of chastisement-a mark of sonship, a proof of
His Fatherly love. How true it is that"Christians often pray for faith,
To trace God's beauties more;

To triumph over death,
And Jesus' Name adore:
God hears and answers their desire,
But 'tis through scenes of floods and fire."
And then we think our frail barque will never gain the shore. We are
" tossed with rough winds, and faint with fear"; we see the power of
the enemy gaining upon us as never before, and we begin to sink in
sorrow at the thought that alter all wc shall fall and perish. Yet there
is the never-dying spark of hope in our breasts which inspires our
hearts to look yet once more towards the everlasting hills of His faithful-
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ness, and we cling and cleave on. He will not let us go, nor do we sink
finally under the flood.
"I was thinking that your line of things," writes a beloved friend
whilst this article is being penned, and referring to one who was taking
a very gloomy view, '" Say ye to the righteous that it shall be well
with him,' is more the mind of the Lord than, Say ye to the children of
God that the most awful sorrows and tribulations are about to break
over them. The only reason that the Lord gave for telling us of the
tremendousness of these last days was, that we should ,wt be troubled
when they came upon us, and I have very often been struck with the
tender mercy of the Lord in this, that His chastisements were upon
me, before I saw them coming. If destitution and cruelty do happen
to us, we shall be sustained by the Lord Himself for the short time of
its lasting. If it is joy (for I do not ever think it will be too late while
the world lasts, for the Lord to give His individual saints to taste of
eartWy happiness), then He will sanctify and sympathize in the joy.
He can save us h'om all our forebodings, either in a multitude of tem·
poral favours or by the skin of our teeth." Has not Jesus spoken, "In
the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have over·
come the world"? The past tense! I have already overcome it. Is
it not the wonder of the saints on earth, a daily miracle, and to the
praise and glory of Heaven's King, that the Church of God is travelling
safely through this wilderness? Calmly, like Noah's ark, she rests upon
the rising billows. In the midst of a world at war, a world in tearsand tears of blood-wholesale wreckage, Satanic devices, tumults and
upheaval, the passions of man Satanically strong with hate and murder,
here is a little barque breasting the strong current, rising higher as the
waves tumultuous, restless, rise, tossed to and fro yet not overwhelmed,
riding on and towards the haven of rest where she would be, with her
anchor sure within the veil !
My beloved friends, it is the wonder of wonders, and it is answerahle
in the heart of Jesus, the Eternal Ark, that the Church of God is safe,
is secure, is at peace in these perilous times, and journeying on "so
safely" that she fears not, or when fears do arise, finds them quickly
dispelled with the voice of Him Who guides the vessel, steers the little
ship, holds the helm-" It is I, be not afraid." Through the deeps she
goes; through the wilderness she travels. No other way, no way
round, but through the fires and waters, and the way out of them on
Heaven's side! This is never spoken of the wicked and the ungodly.
There is no "through fire and water" for them, but, "The wicked
shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God."
So, beloved, be of good cheer. The same voice which proclaims to
His sons and daughters that they must needs go " through much tribu·
lation," is the voice you and I will soon be hearing say, "Come,
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world." The world will then mourn and weep,
but ye shall rejoice, and that rejoicing will never be taken away from
you.
R.
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Sermouf.t aull N otef.t of .$ermouf.t.
NOTES OF A SERMON
PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL, BY THE RECTOR,
THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON.
" And He looleed up, and saw the rich men casting their gilts into the
treasury. And He saw also a certain poor widow casting in thitheJ'
two mites. And He said, 01 a truth I say unto you, that this poor
widow hath cast in more than they all: IIJr all these have 01 their
abundance cast in unto the offerings 01 God: but she 01 her penury
hath cast in all the living that she had."-LuKE xxi. 1-4.

DEAR friends, our minds were directed to a part of this Scripture
thirteen years ago. lIiy mind has again recurred to this sweet portion
of God's Holy Word. It is deeply touching when we remember that
this incident took place during the last week before the Lord Jesus
died, the Just One for the unjust, that He might bring them to God.
In the first verse of the twenty-second chapter we read, "Now the
feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover "the last of the Passovers our blessed Lord kept on earth.
You notice the two verses at the end of the twentieth chapter. The
Lord warned His hearers to "beware of the scribes, which desire to
walk in long robes, and love greetings in the markets, and the highest
seats in the synagognes, and the chief rooms .at feasts; which devouJ'
widows' houses, and for a shew make long prayers: the same shall
receive greater damnation." Now this chapter of ours ought not to
have been separated by the hand of man from the conclusion of the
twentieth chapter. It was the continuation of the scene, although
our Lord was not speaking after He had pronounced those awful
words, "The same shall receive greater damnation." If we turn to
St. Mark's account, the twelfth chapter and the forty-first verse, we
find some additional details. "And Jesus sat "-He was weary doubtless; He had been long and painfully occupied in speaking to those
about Him, and remained, I conclude, silent for a brief season.
Presently He uplifts His eyes to what was near Him. "And Jesus
sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money
into the treasury "-He beheld how, not what, that was not His point,
but how they were casting in their money, how they were occupied.
He could form His sound and certain judgment of them all. He
could read their hearts, the heart of each person who came forward
to deposit money in the treasury. He knew their hearts and the
motives regnlating them and the hypocrisy that ruled in many. He
noticed the woman who was different from the rest, a.nd there is something in the inspired narrative that suggests loneliness in this Godly
woman-as I take her to be. She avoided observation, but came
for the purpose of giving all she had. It was a small sum-just two
mites. "There came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two

,
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mites, which make a farthing." Her mission was apparently one of
secrecy, she approached in silence and avoiding attention. Doubtless
the sum she cast in was the smallest cast that day into the treasury
of the Temple; but it was cast in in a way on the part of the donor
wholly differing from the motives governing other hearts, who cast
large sums into the receptacle by the door of the treasury. Her
motives were immediately under the eye and observation of Him Who
sees in the darkness as well as the light, to Whom darkness and light
are both alike, so she could not avoid the observation of the Lord.
Her motive was spiritual and sincere, though hidden. He called His
disciples and said unto them, "Verily I say unto you, That this poor
widow hath cast more in than all they which have cast into the treasury;
for all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did
cast in all that she had, even all her living." You see the precise
terms in which the Lord speaks of this dear woman's devotion, and
how perfectly He knew every detail of it. He felt it was done unto
God and not at all unto man-not for man's approval or condemnation. She was a silent worshipper, acting in sincerity and truth.
knowing all things are opened and naked unto Him with Whom she
had to do. This example is for you and me as professed believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ Who seeth all things as they are. "He looked
up "-probably He had been watching in silence, in silence He
regarded those who came forward to cast in their gifts, and He judged
righteous judgment. He does so still. He tries and examines our
motives in all we do, little things as well as great-all come under His
immediate notice, He knows them thoroughly. He saw the rich men,
He saw also-I love that word" also" coming in connection with
this dear woman-" He saw also a certain poor widow." There was
nothing to attract His attention as with the rich. She did what she
did, I think, in a spirit of anxiety not to be noticed in act and deed.
She would not that one hand should know what the other did, she
had her Master's mind about that. He knew her to be a widow, He
knew her to be poor, and she was to Him a definite "certain poor
widow." The Lord knows them that are His, and He never makes a
mistake. Many of them may be poor and of no reputation, with
nothing to say in self-defence, for they know themselves to be chief
sinners, poor sinners. Blessed be God if we know ourselves to be
such-nothing in us, or through us, or by us. All we receive that
is pleasing or acceptable in God's sight comes through His grace. We
do but offer Him of His own if we offer so small a gift as this-if the
motive is right-He knows. "Of Thine own have we given Thee,"
what a confession that is! It is a privilege to give gratefully that
which is offered to God. "He saw . . . and He said, Of a truth I
say unto you." He now speaks to His disciples. He had said terrible
things in righteousness to His enemies-now He takes the chosen few
aside and calls attention to the few things and good which the Holy
Spirit was effecting in the worshipper in their presence. In His sight
she" cast in more than they all." The Lord does not count our coin,
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and form His estimate of its greatness or littleness by such means,
but by the motives that actuate us. If the Lord make us willing in
the day of His power, they are acceptable. "For if there be first a
willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not
according to that he hath not" (1 Cor. xiii. 12). That is God's rule.
By it He uniformly governs His judgments of us in all His service,
without restricting it to money at all. In His service "if there be
t.he willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath." How
we ought to ask and wait upon God for the willing mind for all service,
any service, the humblest and poorest offering if needs be-that
first there may be the willing mind, and God will accept it accordingly,
this is what He will see in us as He saw in the widow. The offerings
were not measured by the amount at all, but by the willingness of
the givers. "For all these have 01 their abundance cast in unto the
offerings of God: but she 01 her penury hath cast in all the living that
she had." She gave all, and was thereby impoverished. She was
more than poor-she bad nothing. She went to the root of the matter.
Would that we all realized this for ourselves-" as having nothing,
and yet possessing all things." The Lord can explain that to us.
We have nothing of our own, that we can call or feel to be our own.
" Nothing in my hand I bring" must be the language of each one of
us. What this poor woman did afterwards, we are not told. The
Lord has always kept His word in the case of willing servants of His,
making up to them and showing them that He is able to provide for
all their necessities. May we be enabled to live apart from care,
trusting to our God to supply all our needs. And may God give you
grace to continue your meditation on this poor woman, who was so
eminently acceptable to God that she was singled out from all the
rest of the givers. We do not know what was done with this small
gift, but we may know one day. May God give us grace to wait,
for we shall hear again of this dear gracious woman, who was thus
spoken of by our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, "This poor
widow hath cast in more than they all."
To Him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
union with Christ is the union of the Covenant, and therefore
not dependent upon frames and feelings.-A. L. Newton.
IN thy agony of a troubled conscience always look upwardS unto a
gracious God to keep thy soul steady; for looking downwards on thyself thou shalt find nothing but what will increase thy fear, infinite
sins, good deeds few and unperfect; it is not thy faith, but God's
faithfulness thou must rely upon; casting thine eyes downwards on
thyself, to behold the great distance betwixt what thou deservest and
what thou desirest, is enough to make thee giddy, stagger, and reel into
despair. Ever therefore lilt up thine eyes unto the hills, Irom whence
cometh thy help, never viewing the deep dale of thy own unworthiness,
hut to abate thy pride when tempted to presumption.-Thoma<i Fuller.
OUR
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THE MANY-CROWNED KING.
" Arul ·on His head were many crowns."-REvELATION xix. 12.

THIS is He of Whom it was written-" And when they had platted a
crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right
hand, and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying,
Hail, King of the Jews!" Ah! how little did they think that they
did these things to a Person That was in His Own right and by His
eternal appointment King of kings and Lord of lords. How they, in
doing all they did to Him, walked after the sight of their eyes, and
according to the prince of the power of the air! How ignorant of the
greatness, dignity, glory, and majesty of Him they so handled, and
of the deep significance of the things they did and said!
How little knew they that He on Whom they set that crown of
thorns was no less and no other than the Divine and All-sufficient
Surety of the whole and entire election of sovereign grace; One Who
had in deed and in truth-and that before time and all worldspledged Himself to fulfil all His Covenant engagements on behalf of
this people-His being made a cmse for them being part, if not chief,
of His engagements. God, viewing all His elect people in the ruin of
the Adam-fall transgression, saw everyone of them continuing not in
all things written in the law of the ten commandments, and so accursed
in His sight. Now thorns, as a fruit and emblem of Jehovah's curse
of the ground and the earth after the Fall (Genesis iii. 17, 18), are by
these soldiers woven into a crown and put upon the head of that very
Person, the God-Man Mediator, Redeemer, and Saviour of all God's
elect, first, to show that the curse of God due to the many great, grievous,
and aggravated sins and iniquities of these were by God Himself transferred to Him, their Everlasting Smety in the Covenant of grace,
Christ being made a curse for them (Gal. iii. 13, 14). How little
did these rude soldiers think, or consider, that in platting and
putting a crown of thorns on the head of that sacred Divine Person,
they were instruments in His hands Who is righteous in all His ways
and holy in all His works. Where did He ever so eminently make
the wrath of man to praise Him as in this very thing? and that God's
believing elect might see and behold, as an ensign lifted up.. the wrath
and cmse of a holy, just, eternal God taken off them, and transferred
to Him Whom He had formed from the wombU

By birth mysterious,"-

to bring the Jacob whom He loved again to Him. But why again to
Him? Answer-Are they not, all of them, spoken of as a pmchased
possession (Eph. i. H)? Are they not this who are blessed with
faith, and sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, are not these favomed
sinners destined to be to the praise of His glory ? Were they not with
Hinr when before all worlds Jehovah-Father, Son, and Spiritpossessed Him as the Wisdom, i\iediator, Smety, Redeemer, and
Saviour of all He had chosen in Him and given to Him? Smely as
23
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that Scripture declares and settles-" The Lord possessed Me in the
beginning of His way, before His works of old. . . . Then was I by
Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was daily His delight,
rejoicing always before Him," as in eternity past, so in time, and
for the same cause, as these were set as a seal upon His heart and upon
Ris arm, Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, "I thank Thee, 0 Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so,
Father; for so it seemed good in Thy sight" (Luke x. 21).
They were with Him in the creature righteousness of Adam, before
they each sinned in him and fell with him, and when they each and all
departed from God in, by, and through the transgression of their
" first father" in the Covenant of works. It was the eternal purpose
of J ehovah to bring them all back again to Him in a way of everlasting
mercy and free grace, by His Own Divinely found and appointed
Ransom, our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom He directs us in these words :
" Behold My Servant, Whom I uphold; Mine Elect, in Whom Jly soul
delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him: He shall bring forth
judgment to the Gentiles" (Isaiah xlii. 1). So He did-so He doeswhen the crown of thorns was put upon His head, and the curse due
to their every transgression was borne and endured, exacted by and
paid to the tremendous attribute of Divine justice"With liquid gold of precious blood
Thy Husband bought His bride."
So He does when by His Spirit and in one of the days of His power He
gives you, poor sinner, to see your absolute need of Him, to see His AIlsufficiency as a Redeemer and Saviour to meet your case and Divinely
minister to and supply your every need; when He opens your eyes to
behold His obedience as ample to give acceptance with God, and His
atonement as ample to put away and for ever remove from you all
your guilt and iniquity; and when He dmws you to Himself with
cords of a man, with bands of love, until you say in truth and Godwrought sincerity, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there
is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee." If this experience
be the genuine language of your heart before Him, has He not
brought forth judgment for you, a feelingly poor and needy Gentile
sinner?
Second. A crown of thorns is one of the many crowns (Song iii. 11)
that minister eternal delight to His spouse, the pledge of a new heaven
and a new earth, with no more curse, but the throne of God and of the
Lamb, with His servants serving Him.
"Believing, we rejoice
To see the curse remove

j

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love."

Birkenhead.

G. A.
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KEILAH.

" Arise, go . . . I will deliver."-l

SAMUEL

xxiii. 4.

THE twenty-third chapter of the First Book of Samuel is wonderfully
attractive. May the Holy Spirit anoint us with fresh oil and give
to us the treasures of darkness and hidden riches in secret places
while we look into its depths and beauties.
David, well known as a great warrior, was told of a city in distress.
He turned straight to God with one simple question, which received
a simple answer-" Shall I go and smite these PhiIistines? And
the Lord said unto David, Go, and smite the Philistines, and save
Keilah " (verse 2). But immediately a hindrance is presented. How
often it is so with the child of God who would willingly go forward
in the Lord's strength alone. Some thing or some body is on the
alert to, if possible, prevent or thwart him. Often the devil rises up
to stop his going steadily on carrying out God's distinct commands.
In this case it was David's army who objected. "David's men"
were" afraid" (verse 3). Not himself, but his soldiers, demurred.
Difficulties in our work are not always of our own making. But yet
they come so definitely between us and the work, that they must be
dealt with ere we can go on. The hindrance is sometimes in self.
'Ve often doubt and falter and halt in our service, even after the Lord
has given to us a real command or assurance with regard to it. Here,
in David's present commission, it was those who should have been
workers together with him who feared to face these formidable foes.
Well for us when placed in similar circumstances, if we do immediately
what David did, and turn again to the Lord in prayer. The Lord's
lovingkindness and tender mercies are very great towards His tried
and perplexed servants. "David enquircd of the Lord yet again.
And the Loid answered" again (verse 4). There was no rebuke
for faithlessness, no fault found for coming with the same question
a second time. The answer was at once given. We can not turn
too often to our God. He will always hear with patience and answer
with wisdom. And David gained greatly by this repeated errand to
the Lord. His first question had received a bare answer and a simple
commission-" Go, Smite, Save." This time the answer is fuller, for
an assurance of victory and deliverance is added. Our God to-day
is just as gracious to our human weakness and natural fears. Had
David gone at first to Keilah, it would have been with the bare word
of command: by re-appealing to the Lord, he started with the full
word of promise. For" the Lord answered him and said, Arise, go
down to Keilah; for I will deliver the Philistines into thine hand"
(verse 4). Consequently" David and his men went to Keilah," and
had a successful battle. "So David saved the inhabitants of Keilah "
(verse 5).
From verse 6 we learn that when Abiathar fled to David to Keilah,
he "came down with an ephod in his hand." The Lord knew that
ephod would be needed. Saul still secretly practised mischief against
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David, and of this David was aware. So" he said to the priest,
Bring hither the ephod" (verse 9). David was oppressed with a
twofold fear. He asks two questions: "Will the men of Keilah
deliver me up into his hand 1 "; "Will Saul come down 1" Only
the last question is answered, and at once-" He will come down "
(verse 11). David repeats the first question, and the answer is then
returned, " They will deliver thee up " (verse 12). God only answered
one question at first. It seems as if, in His tender pity for His
servant David, He withheld from him for a space the announcement
of the treacherous cruelty of the men of Keilah. But David was to
know, so he persisted and heard the bitter truth. And it sometimes
seems with us that we wrestle with the Lord for some specific blessing,
almost against hope. If our work apparently fails, we fear in our
disappointment and discouragement that perhaps after all we were
wrong to undertake it. It has ended seemingly in failure and unfaith·
fulness. Ah! not necessarily, dear child of God. You upbraid yourself for your incapability, but it may be that you have succeeded far
better than you suppose. It may be that through your imperfect
service, in His own time and way God is going to do great things for
His own glory. And we need to keep our motives for all that we
do, under the all-testiug light of the Word of God, and pray that we
may be guided and kept by the Spirit. We can trust our God with
the issues.
" They will deliver thee up." Alas, how human nature definitely
asserted itself here, as soon as its own wrongs were righted. The
men of Keilah would even betray the man who had saved them.
What base ingratitude! What disappointment and grief must David
have experienced when he heard of their faithlessness. And how
frequently we meet with sinlilar disappointments in our day. But
take courage, beloved fellow-worker. Need we look further than our
own heart's experience and daily failure in right doing, to see how
incessantly sin besets us, and bow easily we fall 1 So need we be
unduly cast down when our own children in the faith falter and fall,
from time to time 1 Let us glance back and recall the many encouragements the Lord has graciously given us in the past. And He will
ever foster and nourish the life that He has bestowed.
Another helpful thought from this chapter is this. It was' the
Philistines, David's original enemies with regard to this city of Keilah
(verse I), who were eventually used to rescue him from Saul, albeit
unintentionally (verses 27, 28). It is so still. Even our very enemies
may be the means God uses to effect His purposes for us. The close
of verse 14 throws a light on this, "Saul sought him every day, but
God delivered him not into his hand." We should not be fighting at
all if we had no enemies to combat; enemies are needful for warfare
and progress and victory. Our spiritual enemies attack us daily and
will never cease to do so while we live. If one be turned away,
another rises up against us. The conflict ,viiI never end while we
are in the flesh. But our God will never deliver one of His children
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" into the hands of" these enemies. No, not though these enemies
seem legion. The Lord Himself fights in us and for us and with us,
and He will keep to the end that which we have committed unto Him.
.. The Lord knoweth how to deliver the Godly out of temptation," and
He will surely do it !
Again, redemption is, as it were, revealed under the surface in
the passage before us. The Lord J esns Christ has said to His people,
" I will deliver." Strong, many, and mighty though our enemies are,
He "will deliver" us from them. God raised up David as a saviour
for Keilah, but J ehovah has accepted His Son as the Saviour of His
people. For not only has the Redeemer said to us, "I will deliver
thee"; He has said moreover to His Father about us, "I will
deliver" them. And" it pleased the Lord to bruise Him " for us.
So "the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand." We have
a mighty Deliverer. We have a Deliverer Who is "able also to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him."
H

He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
He sets the prisoner free;

His blood can make the vilest clean,
His blood avails for me."
Claplon, N.E.

ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

THE REFUGE AND THE REJOICING.

IN these days of sorrow when, as a dear friend expressed it in a letter
l'ecently, "the least peep out at circumstances is terrifying in the
extreme," it is good to look away from all around and fly to our
Father's loving shelter, adopting the language, and not only the
language but the attitude also, of David, " In the shadow of Thy wings
will I make my l'efuge, until these calamities be overpast."
" My refuge." How frequently we meet with this expression, especially in the Psalms, for poor David had many times of danger and
distress in his chequered life. The word "refuge" is defined as " A
shelter or protection from danger or distress." When this Psalm was
written, David was in great straits and .peril from Sau!. He resolved
in this desperate condition to make God his refuge, and he did not flee
in vain to this almighty fortress. Neither shall we, dear reader. In
the shadow of His wings will He pl'otect us. "How excellent is Thy
lovingkindness, 0 God! therefore "-thC'l'efore-" the children of men
put their trust under the shadow of Thy wings." "Our fathers trusted
in Thee; they trusted, and Thou didst deliver them." And He will
deliver us too, we know. "They that know Thy Name will put their
trust in Thee." Why? "For Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them
that seek Thee." They know Him. He has delivered in many straits,
and they therefore are sure of His unfailing succour. So" in the
shadow of Thy wings will I make my l·efuge."
Another definition of this word "refuge" is, " A place inaccessible
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to an enemy." Is not that a comfort to our poor aching hearts as we
think of our enemies on all sides, within and without-national enemies,
social enemies, spiritual enemies. None of them can ever enter our
refuge under the shadow of His wings. "Hide me under the shadow
of Thy wings." We are hidden from even sight of the enemy. Just
as a tender mother will turn her little child round or cover its eyes
when it is frightened, so that it shall not see the terror, thus the Lord
hides the sight of our foe from us, and hides us from the sight of the foe.
" He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou
trust." We are not only in an inaccessible place but a hidden place.
The line from the beautiful hymn recurs to memory, "Hidden in the'
Saviour's side." "Thy hidden ones."
A refuge is also described as a strong bold, and the Lord is actually
thns described in Nahum i. 7: "The Lord is good, a strong hold in the
day of trouble." The verse proceeds, "And He knoweth them that·
trust in Him." He knows who enter the strong hold and He takes
care that they shall never be attacked there to be defeated. Again:
" Turn you to the strong hold, ye prisoners of hope." "The strong
hold "-the Lord of hosts. Turning there is complete salvation.
Let us consider briefly the description of the refuge. "In the
shadow of Thy wings will I make my refuge." "The shadow." One
has to be very close to the object to be in the shadow of it, and in the
case of shadowing wings the fact of being right under is implied, as in
Ruthji. 12: "The Lord God of Israel, under Whose wings thou art
come to trust." I quote again "He shall cover thee with His
feathers." How comforting His protection-covered as with soft, warm,
downy feathers, and with the strong feathers which grow on the wing.
I have always felt that the sweetness of it all lies in the fact that
feathers and wings being actual growth signify Himself. For wings
are part of the very body of the bird. Thus He covers His own dear
people with Himself. They are identified with Him and in Him.
What a safe strong refuge! What a personal refuge! We are not to
be shut up in a tower of stone till these calamities be overpast, but are
to abide under His wings, covered with His feathers.
" Until these calamities be overpast." They will come to an end, they
will not be our portion always. This is signified in the word" until."
It will always be a time of conflict here, more or less, but when we
reach the Home above the warfare will be ended. Let us, dear reader,
in the language of Psalm xci., " abide under the shadow of the Almighty"
always here. It is a grand matter to have a refuge in time of trouble
to flee into, but it is infinitely better to be always in the place of safety,
always under His shadow, always covered with His feathers, always
hidden in Him. There is a deep import in the hidden life. Child of
God, "your life is hid with Christ in God," and there is no break in
that hiding. It is everlasting life in Him, purchased with His own
blood, and quickened by the Holy Spirit.
There is another aspect of the condition of being under His wings, in
Psalm Ixiii. 7: "In the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice." Ah !
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this is the sure attitude of the believer eventually. Note the whole of
this verse. "Because Thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow
of Thy wings will I l·ejoice." The trouble preceded the joy. The
rejoicing time is nearing when we shall see deliverance from all our
enemies. They are relentless, cruel, hard-pressing, but He will put all
His enemies under His feet, and our enemies too, since He and we are
one-" One in Us." "'Vhy persecutest thou Me? " He questioned
Saul when he was madly oppressing and killing His people. "Our
heart shall rejoice in Him." He is the centre round which all joy
gravitates, and" He will rejoice over thee with joy."
You how it, dear reader, this rejoicing in the shadow of His wings,
the paradox of being "sorrowfnl, yet alway rejoicing "-sorrowing.
for the sin, the defilement, the unguarded speech, and hasty action,
sorrowing at the sight of evil in the heart and of what it cost Him, yet
rejoicing iu the sight which the Holy Spirit gives of sin forgiven, sin·
atoned for, sin put away, sin which He will remember no more.
"Sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing "-outward circumstauces causing
distress, but an inward spring of joy always bubbling up, the joy which
He alone can impart.
And what a rejoicing when we see His face, and when we too shall
be identified by His Name on our forehead, in the Land of no more
sin. The crown of all rejoicing will be to see Him as He is, and to be
with Him for ever.
"Faith can almost hear His footfall
On the threshold of the door,
And my heart is longing, longing
To be with Him evermore."

Let us remember always, dear reader, the place of refuge and the
place of rejoicing. "In the shadow of Thy wings will I make my
refuge," " In the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice."
NETTlE.
THE BOOKS OF THE BIBLE.
THE OLD TESTAMENT.
IN GENESIS the world was made by God's creating Hand;
In EXODUS the Hebrews marched to gain the Promised Land;
LEVITICUS contains the Law, holy, and just, and good;
NUMBERS records the tribes enroll'd-all sons of Abraham's blood;
:Moses in DEUTERONO:l.lY recounts God's mighty deeds;
Brave JOSHUA into Canaan's land the host of Israel leads;
In JUDGES their rebellion oft provokes the Lord to smite ;
But RUTH records the faith of one well-pleasing in His sight;
In FIRST and SECOND SAMUEL of Jesse's son we read;
Ten Tribes in FIRST and SECOND KINGS revolted from his seed;
The FIRST and SECOND CHRONICLES see Judah captive made;
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But EZRA leads a remnant back by princely Cyrus' aid;
The city walls of Zion NEHEMIAH builds again;
Whilst ESTHER saves her people from the plots of wicked men;
In JOB we read how faith will live beneath affliction's rod;
And David's PSALMS are precious songs to every child of God;
The PROVERBS like a goodly string of choicest pearls appear;
ECCLESIASTES teaches man how vain are all things here;
The mystic SONG OF SOLOMON exalts sweet Sharon's Rose;
Whilst Christ the Saviour and the King the" rapt ISAIAH" shows;
The warning JEREMIAH, apostate Israel scorns;
His plaintive LAMENTATIONS their awful downfall mourns;
EZEKIEL tells in wondrous words of dazzling mysteries;
Whilst kings and empires yet to come DANIEL in vision sees;
Of judgment and of mercy HOSEA loves to tell ;
J OEL describes the blessed days when God with man shall dwell ;
Among Tekoa's herdsmen AMOS received his call;
Whilst OBADIAH prophesies of Edom's final fall ;
J ONAH enshrines a wondrous type of ChTist oUT risen Lord;
MICAH pronounces J udah lost-lost, but again restored;
NAHUM declares on Nineveh just judgment shall be pOUTed;
A view of Chaldea's coming doom HABAKKUK'S visions give;
Next ZEPHANIAH warns the Jews to turn, repent, and live;
HAGGAI wrote to those who saw the Temple built again;
And ZECHARIAH prophesied of Christ's triumphant reign;
MALAcHI was the last who touched the high prophetic chord,
Its final notes sublimely show the coming of the Lord.

THE NEW TESTAMENT.
MATTHEW, and MARK, and LUKE, and JOHN the Holy Gospels wrote,
Describing how the Saviour died, His life, and all He taught;
ACTS prove how God the Apostles owned with signs in every place;
St. Paul in ROMANS teaches us how man is saved by Grace;
The Apostle in CORINTHIANS instructs, exhorts, reproves;
GALATIANS shows that faith in Christ alone the Father loves;
EPHESIANS and PHILIPPIANS tell what Christians ought to be;
COLOSSIANS bids us live to God and for Eternity;
In THESSALONIANS ware taught the Lord will come from heaven;
In TIMOTHY and TITus a Bishop's rule is given;
PHILEMON marks a Christian's love, which only Christians know;
HEBREWS reveals the Gospel prefigured by the Law;
J AMES teaches without holiness faith is but vain and dead;
ST. PETER points the narrow way in which the saints are led;
JOHN in his three Epistles, on love delights to dwell;
ST. JunE gives awful warning of judgment, wrath, and hell;
The REVELATION prophesies of that tremendous day
When Christ-and Christ alone-shall be the trembling sinner's stay.
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A CALL TO RUMILIATION AND PRAYER.

•

•

IN the Word of God wc read (Eccles. i. 9): "There is no new thing
under the sun." Men say, ." Ristory repeats itself." Solemn truths,
but how few lay these facts to heart. The British Nation and Domin·
ions have been shocked at the thought that German naval officers
have constantly longed for "the day" when they could meet the
British Fleet and destroy it. As these men have drunk their wine
they have excited one another to prepare for the time when they could
feel themselves strong enough to crush the defensive force of Great
Britain.
They are not the only people or officials who have indulged the
desire to destroy those they hate.
In the Book of Esther, God has given us a record of a man who
acted in the same spirit of hatred.
Mordecai would not prostrate himself before Raman and pay him
Divine honours. It was not a question of paying respect to the office
that Raman held. In the East there is no need to command men
to offer outward l'espect to those in authority. That comes naturally
to such as kuow their life depends upon a more or less)ervile attitude.
What Raman persuaded the king to command was that everyone
should yield him" reverence" as a deity. The population at large
complied, aud apparently many of the captive Jews did the same, but
because :afordecai was a true Jew, and worslllpped the God of Abraham,
Isaae, and Jacob, he could not acknowledge any man as being entitlecl
to similar homage.
Many in this Country have worshipped German "culture" and
German scepticism, but some few have not. These few have mourned
::\s they beheld the sad departure from God.
When it was brought to Raman's notice that wlordecai would not
prostrate lllmself before him, Raman determined that Mordecai and
all his fellow -countrymen and women should perish. Re sought and
obtained from the king authority to destroy the whole nation of the
Jews. Raman fixed " the day." On" the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month" every Jewish man, woman, and child was to be killed .
Raving settled tllls. and having had it publicly advertized, Raman
next proceeded to drink to the success of his enterprise: "The king
and Haman sat down to drink" (Esther iii. 15).
The conduct of Raman shocked some people. for we read, "The
city Shushan was perplexed" (Esther iii. 15). But something else
happened, and that the most important of all. It commenced with
an individual and it spread through a city, and extended to "every
province" (Esther iv. 1. 3). Scripture declares-and it supplies many
striking examples-that "the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much" (James v. 16). This the Jews proved. Mordecai
began by personal humiliation before God. Re confessed his own
failures and the failures of his people, and he made earnest prayer to
God.
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The queen soon learned both of the danger and of Mordecai's attitude
before God, and, difficult though her position, she united with her own
people in united prayer for deliverance (Esther iv. 16). The queen
could not leave the palace, therefore she held a private prayer-meeting
with her ladies-in-waiting, whilst the Jews gathered together in public
assembly to make their supplications to Almighty God.
The position seemed desperate, but" the day" to which Haman
drank did not turn out as he had planned.
There is a God on high, and He can, and often does, turn the counsels
of the Ahithophels into foolishness (2 Sam. xv. 31). But as in higher
matters, so in all matters, God says, " I will yet for this be enquired
of by the house of Israel, to do it for them" (Ezekiel xxxvi. 37).
God saw and God heard when the Jews humbled themselves before
Him and entreated His deliverance, and in the most wonderful way
He answered their prayer. Every step He took for the accomplishment of their deliverance is worthy of the most profound and prayerful
consideration, especially in these days.
" The city of Sbushan was perplexed" at the decree of Haman, but
the Jews sought help and comfort in prayer.
There is at the present time "upon the earth distress of nations,
with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing
them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on
the earth" (Luke xxi. 25, 26).
What are Christians to do 1 Shall they sit still and do nothing, or
shall they act as the Godly Mordecai did-humble themselves and cry
mightily to God, that He may graciously remember His former lovingkindnesses and look down on this land and cause a real return to Himself (see Psalm LW. 6, and Psalm luxi.:<:. 49-52) 1
Those who came early in the morning to the sepulchre had many
fears mixed with their faith, "they were much perplexed" (Luke
uiv. 4), but they received a wonderful answer. They had not postponed waiting upon their Lord until a more convenient season.
Our duty no less than our privilege is to wait upon God with confession, humility, and prayer. If the National leaders will not set an
example, let every individual believer do as Mordecai and Esther anc]
the Jews did, and God will in some way appear for their help.
P. 1. B.
A WORD FOR APELLES.
PAUL seems to have been indeed constrained by the amplitude of
Christ's love when he closed his letter to his friends in Rome. He
lingered over their names, blessing them, and remembering more. He
asked them (verse 16) to help him in the distribution of his overflowing
affection. He felt them all, with himself, in the Kingdom and Family
of our Lord Jesus Christ, where goodness and favour swallowed up
care and toil and sorrow. So he did not enlarge upon the injustices and
bonds of his former fellow-prisoners, Andronicus and J unia, but fixed

,

• •

The Gospel Magazine

363

upon their" note among the Apostles" and longer experience of the
Lord's power. He needed not to commiserate the sufferings of Aqnila
and Priscilla-they were his helpers in Christ and the comfort of the
Gentile Churches. Did Persis have any trial or crcss 1 It was not
mentioned; she was beloved of Paul and laboured mnch in the Lord.
How happy Amplias would be to hear himself spoken of as "my beloved in the Lord." Urbane was a helper in Christ, Stachys also was
loved. Then came Apelles. Was he one of those who say little, who
go in and out communing with their own heart, who seem by themselves 1 How revivingly it would fall upon his ear that he was" approved in Christ." Would he not go home from the company of the
saints hugging the blessed hope and assurance that, odd though he
might be-not lovcd as some, nor apparently active-all his heart, all
his desire was before the Lord 1 Even to him as to Apostles and
helpers the lines had fallen in pleasrmt places, his was a goodly heritage
in that eternal approbation that is before, around, and above all
circuUlStances and conditions.
Then to them all Paul sends warning to beware of and to avoid false
brethren. He tells them that their God-fearing ways are known abroad,
and he speaks the blessed and sure anticipation that the God of peace
should bruise Satan under their feet shortly. Rich promise to " Hero(lion my kinsman," to the aged mother of Rufus, to J ulia, and her
numerous friends. Rich promise it was, and a sort of kind recognition of much unmentioned trial, conflict, and warfare.
All the Church then, and all now, chosen, redeemed, and called by
God, are the objects of Satan's undying and remorseless hatred and
rage. How often the Lord rebukes him and we know it not. How
great and precious is that power which forbids the "roaring lion"
from taking thc prey and devouring the sheep of Christ. Indeed he
delights in their sinful falls and departures, and their misery makes
him hope, but there is a stronger than he Who takes the victory, and
gives it to them who" overcome through the blood of the Lamb." Oh,
jf Satan had known in that short hour of his triumph, what the blood
of Christ meant, he would not have crucified the Lord of glory. And
if he knew now that his devices against the saints would magnify the
preciousness of that blood, would turn in every way to their advantage,
to his own discomfiture, and to the glory of God, would he not leave
them more alone 1 But God designs His Own greater praise, the
greater exaltation of Christ, the greater magnifying of the Comforter's
work, the greater knowledge and profit of the ransomed flock. And so
the serpent, wise though he is concerning evil, is taken in his own craftiness, and lives to multiply his failures, but to rage still. Paul said,
"We are not ignorant of his devices." Christian also, when he emerged
from the Valley of the Shadow, was not ignorant of them; but" not
ignorant" was perhaps all that either of them could say. They could
not claim unfailing knowledge of such movable ways. Christian had
not known what was his own sin and what was devilish temptation.
Indeed, it sometimes seems difficult to distinguish between Godly fear
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and trembling, and sinful sloth. Often we walk in darkness and have
nO light as to whether Satan hinders or whether the Lord restrains; we
know not whether the obstacles that we meet in the way are for the
trial of our graces in overcoming them, or whether the Lord hedges up
our ways as being not His. What a mercy that He does not mock His
people, that He does not give them a supreme desire to walk in His fear
and in the way He would have them go and then abandon them to act
in their own strength. They shall not be ashamed that wait for Him;
they shall not be confounded who go forward at His bidding, even
though His voice is still and small. Their eyes are not blinded who
look up to Him.
"We are not ignorant of his devices." It is our sin that we listen
with wandering careless thoughts in the house of God, and we need to
mourn and confess it, but it is Satan's work to rob and spoil us of the
peace that we sometimes carry off, or to prepare some death and
destruction for our Godly joy. "Rejoice not against me, 0 mine
enemy: when I fall, I shall arise." Jacob said of Gad that a troop
should overcome him but he should overcome at the last, and troop
after troop cometh. But" after two days will the Lord revive us, in
the third day He will raise us up."
11

Our deal' Redeemer's love is such,
He can Dot long delay;

Meanwhile that foe can't boast of much
"rho makes us watch and In·ay."

FOU,OWER-ON.
WOMAN AS A TYPE OF THE CHURCH OF GOD.
" And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woma·n clothed with
the sun, and the moon under her jeet, and upon her head a crown
of twelve stars."-REVELATION xii. 1.
WOMAN appears to be used in Holy Writ as a type of the Church. As
we trace this out, we shall find that, broadly speaking, the general
experience of the Church as she travels through the world and comes
up at length out of the wilderness leaning on her Beloved, is covered
by Woman under the following seven aspects.
1. The Woman at the Well-John iv. 1-30. Here is the needy
sinner in her guilt and helplessness, made to thirst for Living Water.
And here the Lord reveals Himself to her and bids her drink. "Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation" (Isa.
xii. 3). "Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and
he that hath no money" (Isa. Iv. 1). "He that believeth on Me
shall never thirst" (John vi. 35). "If any man thirst, let him come
unto Me, and drink" (John vii. 37). "They drank of that spiritual
Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ" (1 Cor. x. 4).
" Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God" (John iii. 5). It is at the Well that the
soul learns its sinfulness, its need, and its danger. It is there the

The Gospel Magazine

365

grace-called sinner is born again. There he is cleansed, healed, and
forgiven. No soul can belong to the Church of Christ without the
experience of this Well. Here we see the Woman convwted.
II. The Woman Praying-Mark vii. 24-30. This Gentile was not
one of the favoured race. She could not claim the privileges given to
the Jews. Yet we find her at Christ's feet prevailing in prayer. And
He hearkens still to the most unworthy. He calls Jew and Gentile,
bond and free, learned and ignorant, rich and poor, young and old.
He met this Woman of Canaan in her need, answered her prayer, and
commended her faith, and she became from that hour a "spiritual
daughter of Abraham." "Know ye therefore that they which are of
For ye are all the
faith, the same are the children of Abraham
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus
There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's,
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise"
(Gal. iii. 7, 26, 28, 29). "And I say unto you, That many shall come
from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac,
and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. viii. 11; see also
Psa. xxii. 27). "And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift;
even the rich among the people shall entreat Thy favour" (Psa. xlv. 12 ;
see also John xvii. 20, 21; Eph. ii. 13-18). These verses remind us
that the Church of Christ is essentially one, and that all man-made
barriers and divisions are contrary to the mind and will of God And
we learn from this Woman that prayer and intercession are as the
breath of the Church. "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much" (James v. 16). "I will not let Thee go, except
Thou bless me" (Gen. xxxii. 24-28: see also Luke xviii. 1-8). Here
is the Woman wrestling.
Ill. The Woman in the Wilderness-Revelation xii. 1-6, 13-17.
This is the scene of conflict, suffering, and solitude. Herein the Church
has fellowship with her Lord, and with the saints in all ages-Matt.
iv. 1-11; Heb. xi. 32-39; Psa. cvii. 4. It is in the wilderness that
she endures a great fight of afllictions. For there is always a false
church counterfeiting the true. A Woman takes leaven and hides it
in the meal till the whole is leavened. Leaven represents corruption
and false doctrine, hypocrisy, malice, and wickedness (Matt. xvi. 6-12).
"Beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy"
(Luke xii. 1; see also 1 Cor. v. 6-8; Gal. v. 9). And this leavening
process is going on rapidly now. Deadly error is artfully mingled with
Truth. Light is put for darkness, bitter for sweet, and sweet for
bitter, evil is called good, and good evil, confusion and ignorance
abound. "So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness:
and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of
blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was
arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious
stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations
and filthiness of her fornication" (Rev. xvii; see also 2 Cor. xi. 13-15 ;
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Zech. v. 7-11). It is not difficult to recognize in this mysterious
Woman sitting on seven hills, many prominent features of the corrupt
Romish system. But Christ will never leave His own people at the
mercy of Satan. He will not fail to cleanse and defend His Church,
and the Holy Spirit teaches helievers to recognize and repudiate the
leaven of error, and to raise a warning note. In the wilderness we
behold the Woman watching.
IV. The Woman Ministering to Christ-Luke vill. 3, xxiii. 27, 49,
55, 56; :Mark xiv. 3; John xi. 2, xli. 3. Precious ointment poured
out for Him speaks of gratitude, devoted love and service. It is the
work of the Holy Spirit, and therefore fragrant to the Lord. Christ
is on earth no longer in human form, hut the Church is His Body, and
we can minister to His members, remembering that He regards those
services which are offered in His Name as verily done unto Himself
(Matt. xxv. 40; Mark ix. 41). Every form of Christian work
done in the power of the Spirit has this sweet odour. The very
" garments" of the King and of His spouse are fragrant. "All Thy
garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces,
whereby they have made Thee glad" (Psa. xlv. 8). "Because of the
savour of Thy good ointments Thy Name is as ointment poured fOlth,
therefore do the virgins love Thee"; "While the King sitteth at His
tahle, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof" (Song of
Solomon i. 3, 12). " How fair is thy love, My sister, My spouse! how
much better is thy love than wine! and the smell of thine ointments
than all spices! Thy lips, 0 My spouse, drop as the honeycomb:
honey and milk are under thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments
is like the smell of Lebanon" (Song of Solomon iv. 10, 11). "I rose
up to open to my Beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh, and
my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock"
(Song of Solomon v. 5). "An odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, wellpleasing to Go':!" (Phi!. iv. 18; see also Psa. cxxxiii.
1, 2, and Romans xii. 1). Here is the Woman working.
V. The Woma.n and the Dost Piece of Silver-Luke xv. 8-10. If the
Church truly follows the Master's steps, she also will seek to tell out
to the" lost" ones the Gospel message. She will light a candle and
sweep the house, and seek diligently (Luke xi. 33-36; Matt. v. 14, 15 ;
Phi!. ii. 15). As the day of grace draws to a close, the Church may
well look to it that her lamp is trimmed and burning brightly (Matt.
xxv. 1-12). When the lamp of God's Word has heen faithfully
carried into every part of the world" as a witness," the work of the
Church will be done. The" neighbours" in the parable may fitly
represent those members of Cluist's Body who sympathize in the
search of the Woman, and take their Palt in prayer and praise for her
success, but are debarred from active co-operation. Yet she that
tarries at home divides the spoil! (Psa. Ixviii. 12.) This parable shows
us the Woman witnessing_
VI. The Woman at the Treasury-Luke xxi. 1-4. The certain
poor widow who cast her two mites into the treasury is familiar
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to us all. The lowly offering was graciously accepted by Him Who
looketh on the heart and loveth the cheerful giver. He saw in her
the true spirit of worship and whole-hearted service. She was a
widow-desolate, poor, a.nd despised. So, too, in the sight of the
world is the Church. "Many are the afflictions of the l"ighteous."
When the bl"idegroom is taken away for a season the children of the
bride-chamber mourn (Matt. ix. 15; Song of Solomon i. 7, iii. 1-3,
v. 6-8; Psa. xxv. 16). There are times in the hidden life of the
believer when it is difficult to realize the Lord's presence. Whatever
the reason maybe, this will assuredly occasion heart-searching and
gl"ief. For the time being the soul is a widow. Yet this sorrowful
discipline can only be dUTing our earthly sojourn. The people of God
will soon behold the Lord in His unveiled glory, and meanwhile they
wait in hope (Luke ii. 36-38). Here we have the Woman worshipping.
VII. The Woman as the Bride. From the ascension of Chl"ist, His
coming again has been the blessed hope of His saints. He calls
Himself the Bridegroom, and therefore we judge that He looks forward
with tender love to that day when He will claim His Bride. And she
desires ardently to see Him face to face, to be like Him, and to be
with Him for ever! She desires to be kept "unspotted from the
world," to watch for His approach, to be ready. And the Marriage
Day is drawing nearel" and nearer. The shout of the Lord, the voice
of the archangel, and the trump of God will arouse the dead in Christ
ftrst. The living saints will then be changed in a moment, and that
moment will witness the grandest sight ever seen, even the assembling
together of the holy, universal, blood-bought Church of Christ, to
meet the Lord in the air.
" The voice of my Beloved! behold, He cometh leaping upon the
mountains, skipping upon the hills. . . • My Beloved spake, and said
unto me, Rise up, My love, My fair one, and come away. For, 10, the
winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on the
earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of
the tmtle is heard in our land; the fig tree putteth forth her
green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell.
Arise, My love, My fair one, and come away" (Song of Solomon
ii. 8, 10-13). "I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine";
" I am my Beloved's, and His desire is toward me "; "Make haste,
my Beloved, and be Thou like to a roe or to a young hart upon
the mountains of spices" (Song of Solomon vi. 3, vii. 10, viii. 14).
"I am jealous over you with Godly jealousy: for I have espoused
you to one husband, that I may present. you as a chaste virgin to
Christ" (2 Cor. xi. 2; see also Eph. v. 25-27). "Now learn a parable
of the fig tree; when his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves,
ye know that summer is nigh: so likewise ye, when ye shall see all
these things, know that it [margin, He] is near, even at the doors"
(Matt. xxiv. 32, 33). "The marriage of the Lamb is come, and His
wife hath made herself ready" (Rev. xix. 7-9). "Prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband" (Rev. xxi. 2-6). "And the Spirit
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and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come
SUl'ely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Rev.
xxii. 17, 20; see also Rev. i. 7, iii. 11, xvi. 15). Thus our last thought
shows us the woman waiting.
H
G B
ENRIETTA ,. OWER
ECHOES FROM A COUNTRY CHURCH.
THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, ASHFORD, ON WHIT-SUNDAY EVENING, JUNE 11TH, 1916,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, RD., RECTOR.
" Thou shalt speak My words unto them."-EzEKIEL ii. 7.
THESE words, spoken by J ehovah to Ezekiel, constituted him a prophet.
For a "prophet" is not merely one who, by Divine inspiration, foretells
future events; but one who speaks in the Name of the Lord; God's
spokesman; whether the words spoken be predictions or otherwise.
Every minister of the Gospel is in this sense a prophet. He speaks
in the Name of the Lord; he preaches, that is proclaims, God's message
out of His Word. There are New Testament prophets as well as Old
Testament prophets. They are the gift of the ascended and glorified
Saviour, as we learn from Eph. iv. 11: "He gave some, Apostles."
We call the Lord's twelve disciples" Apostles," because sent forth by
Him to preach the Gospel, but every true minister of Christ is one sent
of God, and so, in a sense, an Apostle.
" And some, prophets." These are New Testament prophets, speaking from God. "And some, evangelists "-preachers of the glad tidings.
" And some, pastors," who feed the Church of God; "and teachers,"
instructing the saints out of the Holy Scriptures.
All the servants of God from the time of the Lord Jesus Himself,
unto the present hour, have spoken (according to their light and knowledge, as taught of God) "the Word of God."
So (1) did the Lord Jesus Christ. We were reminded of this in the
portion of Scripture read as " the Gospel" for this day-Whit-Sunday.
The words of the Lord Jesus are: " He that loveth Me not, keepeth not
My sayings: and the word which ye hear is not Mine, but the Father's
Which sent Me." Similarly, we read, John xii. 49, 50: "For I have
not spoken of Myself [from Myself, R.V.]; but the Father Which sent
Me, He gave Me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should
speak. And I know that His commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto Me, so I speak."
And again, our Lord prayed, John xvii. 8: "I have given unto them
the words which Thou gavest Me," and, verse 14, "I have given them
Thy word."
This was part of His self-sunender to the will of His Father when He
" emptied Himself" (Phi!. ii. 7, R.V.).
Some of you may know that the" Higher Critics," as they are called,
make much of this expression. Christ" emptied Himself "-but how 1
He relinquished" the glory which He had with the Father before the
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world was," and yielding His will as God-Man to the will of His Father,
He spake not His own words, but, given the Spirit without measure,
He spake "the words of God." See John iii. 34.
Thus did (2) the Apostles. In our " Gospel" to-day, we read our
Lord's promise: "But the Comforter, Which is the Holy Ghost, Whom
the Father will send in My Name; He shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said ·unto
you." This promise was fulfilled, and so it comes to pass that in the
Holy Scriptures we have absolute truth-God's message to us.
Therefore St. Paul could write: "Now we have received, not the
spirit of the world, but the Spirit Which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also
we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which
the Holy Ghost teacheth." St. Peter, too: "All flesh is as grass, and
all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and
the flower thereof falleth away; but the Word of the Lord endureth
for ever. And this is the Word which by the Gospel is preached unto you."
So do (3) all the true successors of the Apostles. The true successors
of the Apostles are not those upon whom human hands have been laid
(though some are to be found amongst such), but those who, taught of
the Holy Ghost, follow in the steps of the Apostles by preaching the
pure Word of God. The Apostle Paul charged his spiritual son,
Timothy, to " Preach the Word," and just before he had reminded him
that that Word was embodied in the Holy Scriptures, adding, "All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the
man of God "-God's ministering servant--" may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works," or as in the R.V., " that the man of God
may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work."
This morning, dear friends, I read to you, as required to do, the
XXXIX Articles of our Church. I believe those Articles, and particularly
the doctrinal Articles, to be thoroughly Scriptural. You would notice
how frequently such expressions as, the "Holy Scriptures," "God's
Word written," occur; Article VI clenching all with the declaration:
" Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not
required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the
Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation."
And so, on this first occasion of speaking to you from this pulpit
since I was ecclesiastically and legally instituted as your minister, I
wish to say my desire and prayer is that I may proclaim the Word of
God-God's message. May I carry out the injunction of my text:
"Thou shalt speak My words unto them." Test every man's preaching
by that. If he does not" preach the Word" he is not God's servant!
May God, in the riches of His grace, abundantly bless the preaching
of His Word here, for His Own glory, and that" I may finish my
course with joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God." Amen.
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THE LORD WILL PROVIDE.
A WORD FOR THE TRIED IN PROVIDENCE.

,

I REMEMBER one incident, which at the time had to me much interest
in it. I had been preaching at Stansted, and after the sermon visited
a house where affliction had entered like a flood. The daughter
who had requested me to call was confined to bed with a white swelling
on her knee, her sister had a cancer, her mother was prostrate
with fever; and, to fill up the measure of their calamities, the
father, the only other member of the family at home, had been
brought home the previous day with a broken leg. After reading the
30th Psalm, and praying with them, I inquired of the elder sister what
means of support they had. "None now, sir," she replied, " since my
father was brought home; but though we have been long in heavy
affliction we have always been supplied, and I do not doubt it will be
so now." I gave her all the silver I had; and thinking, I presume,
that I had not much to give away in charity, she hesitated, and begged
that I would keep it, as she did not doubt that, before the day was over.
some relief would come. However, I left it for her use. Walking
across the common on my way home, I began to reflect that it was all
the money I had, and that I could not expect more for some time.
Borrowing I disliked, as it revealed my poverty, and placed me under
obligations. Just as I was sending up a prayer to my bountiful
Provider, an old farmer who had heard me that day, and was watching
for me at his gate, accosted me, and accompanied me in my walk.
"Your sermon," said he, "directed my thoughts to my previous history;
and as it will beguile our walk and illustrate your discourse, I will, if
agreeable to you, relate the circumstances." Of course I very gladly
assented.
" About forty years ago I began to rent a considerable farm. For
some years all went on prosperously; my crops were good and found
a ready market, and my live stock yielded me a good profit; so that I
not only repaid money which I had borrowed to stock my farm, but
saved something annually out of my income. I began to think that
, my mountain stood strong.' I was congratulated by my friends. By
her prudence and religion, my thrifty wife made my house one of the
happiest. My six children, none of whom ever caused me grief, and
four of whom were truly gracious, cheered me with the hope that they
would be a blessing in their generation. I was respected and honoured
by all who knew me. For many years I had been a deacon of thc
Congregational Church at H--, and was able to contribute liberally
to God's cause, and to assist in the spiritual duties of the church.
.. Unexpected reverses came. All at once everything appeared to
go wrong. One of my sons took to drinking, and became a grief and
a curse to me. A daughter, the most beautiful of the family, made an
unfortunate choice, and married a carter-a dissolute, ignorant manwho died within three years, leaving her a widow with two children,
and expecting a third, all of whom came to me for support. Two of
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my daughters were smitten with fever, and were reduced to the last
extremity; and, through anxiety and fatigue, my wife was prostrated
and confined to her bed. The fever was considered to be so contagious
that we could get no one to attend to the sick, who were left therefore
to the doctor and myself. A person to whom I had lent money left the
village and never paid me. These circumstances greatly reduced our
means. Then, as soon as health returned to our house, a murrain
seized my cattle, and I lost nearly all. A bad harvest followed; my
<:rops were literally washed away. Like Job, I sat speechless, and
wondered what the end would be. My dear wife died broken-hearted,
and I was left a widower, not only penniless, but in debt. Where to
obtain relief I knew not, especially as many of my neighbours had
severely suffered. In the midst of my distress a writ was issued
against me, and nothing but a prison stood before me. God, I knew,
was a Hearer of prayer, as I had often proved; but the blows of adversity had so stunned me that I could offer only a few broken sentences,
asking my Father in heaven, my only Friend, to interfere for me. The
day before the writ was to be executed, a stranger walked into my
house, and introducing himself by name, said that he had walked some
miles to see me. 'First,' said he, • give me a jug of your home-brewed.'
• Alas! ' said I, • I have none.' 'No ~ , said he, with surprise; 'then
give me a glass of milk.' I told him that my cows were all dead. With
considerable emotion at my haggard appearance, he inquired the
<:ause of the change that he witnessed in me and in my once flourishing
farm. He listened patiently and with deep interest to my statement,
and when I had finished he asked, ' Do you remember a lad of the name
of B--, whom you once advised and befriended ~' 'I do.' 'Do
you know what has become of him ~' 'No. I heard that he went to
sea some time after.' 'Yes,' he replied, • he went to Spain, and,
through the assistance that you rendered to him, he acquired property,
and has now returned to his native land; and God has sent him to
help you in your trouble.' Then taking out of his pocket-book a
<:heque, he filled it up for £1000, and gave it to me. • Accept that,' he
said, ' as a proof of my gratitude; and if you want more you shall have
it.' And before I could even attempt to express my surprise and
t.hankfulness, he said, • Now let us both return thanks to God.' And,
kneeling down, he poured out his heart for me, and for my three remaining children, to Jehovah-Jireh in strains that to me were such as I never
again expect to hear on earth. His munificent gift enabled me to pay
my debts, and to take the farm which I now occupy, and where, through
the goodness of God, my latter end has been better than my beginning."
To an inexperienced and almost penniless youth this little history
was very surprising and encouraging. It seemed to assure me that my
heavenly Friend would give me sufficient for my day; and I returned
to my room truly filled with joy and peace in believing. On the following Wednesday I received a parcel containing three volumes of " Witsius on the Covenants," a piece of fine French cloth for a suit of clothes,
three golden guineas, and several minor articles of considerable value
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to me. It contained no note, nor anything to indicate whence it had
come; nor could I discover any clue to the donor. For twenty·six
years I was ignorant of my sympathizing friend, but a singular circum·
stance made him known to me. A member of the church at S-Chapel had been guilty of an act which the elders of the church thought
ought to be a matter of church investigation and discipline. He
acknowledged his guilt; and it was determined that he must be cut
off from the fellowship of the church. When I informed him of the
result of the investigation, he said, " It is just, and for the honour of
the church no other course could be pursued. But I part from you
with deep sorrow; for I was one of a little band who received, I trust-although I have now fallen-the Gospel from your lips when you
were a student. Till this sad yielding to temptation, I have lived and
walked with God; and I trust that He has pardoned and restored my
soul. Do you remember receiving a parcel" (the contents of which
he described) " when you were a student at Cheshunt ?" "Certainly
I do," I replied; "and I could never learn to whom I was indebted for
it." "I sent it," said he, " simply as a token of my gratitude; and
when you came to S--, I became a member of your church." I was
much affected by this discovery under such painful circumstances, and
could only co=end him to the care of the Good Shepherd, Who by
his means had so fully and so seasonably supplied my wants.-The
Remembrancer.

-

LIGHT IN DARKNESS.
IT is said by men of science that there is not, and can not be, a total
absence of light; that even in the darkest night there must be some
rays of light, either positive or reflected. I judge it is so in the Kingdom of Grace.
For several years a Godly Scottish minister, now an aged man, has
called upon me on his annual visits to London. On one occasion the
above fact in the realm of Nature was named in conversation, and I
made the remark that there was one Psalm that was entirely without
one ray of light-the only one in the whole Psalter. The dear man
quickly answered-" Please tell me which it is "; and I responded"The eighty· eighth, written by Heman, the man of God." He at
once said-" How does it begin?" I replied, "0 Lord God of my
salvation"; and instantly perceived that I had made an immense
mistake in imagining that light was totally absent from even so mournful a Psalm. Heman was indeed "in the lowest pit, in darkness, in
the deeps" (verse 6); but he was " laid" there by the hand of his
own God, the God of his salvation, in order that a joyful morning of
praise should follow his dark night of grief. When I can appeal to
God as the" Lord God of my salvation," how certain it is that I am
not entirely in darkness.
Dear child of God, can you not testify, by many a sweet experience,
that your darkest midnights have had some rays of joy and hope in
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them! And can you not bless your own God that your darkness is
not the darkness of your first-born condition! That was "thick
Egyptian night"; you were then a child of the darkness. Now you
are a child of the light, and love the light; and when clouds hide His
face, you long for the day. The day is coming!
U

Here often from our eyes

Clouds hide the light Divine:
There we shall have unc10uded skies,
Our sun will always shine."

" For His anger endureth but a moment; in His favour is life:
weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
Cricklewood.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX. 21-26.

By

THE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LE-FIELD,
ASHBY-DE- LA - 20UCH.

(Continued from page 323.)

21. "Thou host rebuked the proud, the aMursed, those wandering frmn Thy commawlments." God's chastisements are often called
rebukes, because in them He speaks by act as clearly as He would by
word. What an instance of this have we in the case of Pbaraoh,
which drew from Jethro's lips the noble confession, "Now I know
that the Lord is greater than all gods; for in the thing wherein they
dealt proudly He was above them." What a solemn word, reader,
is that which says, " The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the dead."
Verse 22. "Roll from off me reproach and contempt, for I have
treasured up Thy doctr·ines." Jeremiah suffered reproach for the
Word's sake, Jer. xx. 8. Paul could say, "We labour and suffer
reproach." Moses by faith esteemed the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures of Egypt. Let us, therefore, go forth without the camp, and in this sense bear His reproach; but in reference
to the reproach of Egypt (see Joshua v. 9), may we ever pray that it
may be rolled off; that just as the Jew had the reproach of Egypt
rolled away by circumcision, so by the true circumcision of the Spirit
we may know what it is to be delivered from the Egypt of this world,
and thus to have reproach rolled off from us. But in their highest
sense, the words are applicable to .Him Who could say, "Reproach
hath broken My heart"; and again, "For Thy sake I have borne
reproach" (Psalm lxix. 20, 7), Who was despised and rejected of men.
He only could say as the ground of this appeal, " For Thy testimonies
have I kept." See on verse 2.
Verse 23. "Princes also did sit and speak against me, but Thy
servant did meditate in Thy statutes." These words are true of many
VERSE
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of the servants of the Lord. They were true of David when the
princes in Saul's court filled his mind with the belief that David sought
his hurt; more keenly still did he feel the force of such a statementwhen his own son Absalom conspired against him, and Ahithophel
deserted him. See also 1 Sam. xxix. 4. But how applicable these
words to Jesus, when the princes of this world, destitute of the wisdom
of God, crucified the Lord of glory. See 1 Cor. n. 8. And how these
words moreover will have their accomplishment when the nations
under and together with their rulers will rebel against J ehovah and
Christ. See Psalm n. The solace the Psalmist found was in God's
Truth. There he learned how the day of man would give place to the
day of God, and the darkness of evil to the light of the knowledge of
God. So that while the people of God must be content to take the
place of humility, and to go without the camp, and to be treat-ed as
the filth of the world and the offscouring of all things, in this dispensation; meditation upon the coming hour, when they shall reign as
kings, and the proud power of evil shall be crushed, enables them to
esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt. How preeminently true of Him Who, for the joy that was
set before Him, as God's righteous Servant, endured the cross, despising the shame, and Who is now set down on the right hand of God.
The Psalmist adds,Verse 24. "Also Thy testimonies are my delights, the men of my
counsel." Observe the plural form" delights," a higher way of expressing fulness and completeness of happiness and enjoyment. How
many delight in sin and to walk in crooked paths. See Prov. i. 22,
ii. 14; Psa. Ixii. 4. How few can say, "I delight in the law of God
after the inward man." Christ Jesus could say in all its fulness,
" I delight to do Thy will, 0 My God." Reader, would you have good
counsel! Get it then out of the oracles of God. Take as the men of
your counsel that Gospel which is declared to be " the whole counsel
of God." Be old-fashioned enough to believe that there is nothing
which can take the place of the Bible, and to feel that all Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable. Remember that
though about the affairs of this world it may be well often to take
counsel with men, Christ Jesus, Wonderful, Counsellor, the Spirit
That guideth into all Truth, and the Scriptures of Truth, are alone
able to make thee wise unto salvation, and therefore alone fitted to
be in spiritual things the men of thy counsel.
Verse 25. "My soul cleaveth to the dust." What a humbling
acknowledgment, and yet how needful to realize in order to give life
to the prayer in the latter clause of the verse. This expression carries
with it at least two ideas: first, that of deep humiliation, and, secondly,
that which will form the groundwork for such humiliation-the
grovelling here below, "fond of these earthly toys," which produced
so much deadness in his soul that he breaks out into the cry, " Quicken
Thou me according to Thy Word"; by which is to be understood a.
similar desire to that contained in the prayer of Habakb:uk, " 0 Lord,

1
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revive Thy work." There is nothing more necessary than that a
child of God should distinguish between death, which is the state and
condition of every soul by nature-" You hath He quickened who
were dead in trespasses and sins "-and that coldness and deadness
in the things of God which is so often mourned over by a quickened
soul, when he feels how true are the words of the poetU'Tis winter all the year with me."

And again"'Vithout desire, or love, or fear,
I like a stone remain."

Or once more"Of feeling all things show some sign
But this unfeeling heart of mine."
How sweet the thought that at such times the soul is privileged to
cry, "Quicken me "-call forth into exercise the graces of Thy Spirit.
How true in this sense that" no man hath quickened his own soul" ;
but when the Beloved puts in His hand by the hole of the door, then
our bowels are moved for Him; and hence how blessedly it is added,
"according to Thy Word "-that Word of promise which keeps from
despair-being confident of this very thing, that He Who hath begun
a good work in me will carry it on to the day of Jesus Christ, for He
hath said, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." The Lord
will perfect that which concerneth me. Thy mercy, 0 Lord, endureth
for ever. Forsake not Thou the work of Thine own hands.
Verse 26. "I have recounted my ways, and Thou answeredst me;
teach me Thy statutes." What ways? I should apprehend he refers
to his sinful ways, his worldly spirit, glued to that which was light,
empty, and unprofitable. He tells the Lord the state of his soul,
acknowledges his iniquity, unbosoms his anxieties, cares, and all his
affairs, and the result was that the Lord heard and answered him;
his soul was quickened, and in a way of gratitude for God's compassion
he desires that he may be found walking in the way of His commandments, which he acknowledges can not be performed without Divine
aid, or known without Divine teaching.
Another rendering of this passage is, "I have talked of Thy ways,
and Thou communest with me" (Fry). And what talk so profitable,
or to the believer in his best moments so delightful? "They that
feared the Lord spake often one to another." Compare also Luke
xxiv. 13-32.
(To be continued.)
COLERIDGE looked forward with great delight to the return of the
Sabbath, the sacredness of which produced a wonderful effect on the
temperament of that Christian poet. To a friend he said, one Sabbath
morning, " I feel as if God had, by giving the Sabbath, given fifty-two
..
"
sprlllgs III every year.
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THE LATE MR. W. BUMSTEAD.
OUR beloved father passed up to his Eternal Home, on Tuesday, 9th
May, 1916, after a long and painful illness.
He was born at Bildeston, Suffolk, March 2nd, 1843. His father died
when he was fourteen months old. At an early age he went to Sunday
School, and also attended the Church services up to the age of 13,
when, quite by his own wish, he left, to go to the Baptist Chapel and
School. One of the first sermons he heard there was from Heb. ix. 27 :
" It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment."
This made a great impression; the Spirit of God at once convinced
him of his condition as a sinner, and of the great importance of being
prepared for that terrible judgment. He was in much distress of mind
for many weeks, but searching God's Word he was encouraged by suck
texts as John iii. 16 and Romans x. 13. One day he found by the wayside a leaflet-it was a page from Dr. Watts' Hymn Book. He felt
this was of God. The hymn which gave much comfort and help began,
" To God I made my sorrows known." At this time he was serving an
apprenticeship, but his master shortly afterwards gave up the business,
so it was incumbent on him to place him where he could finish his
indentures. This he did, sending him to a cousin of his in Upper Street,
Islington, 19th June, 1860, where he remained seven years, being held
in high esteem.
He then went into business for himself, God greatly prospering his
way. On leaving his native village he was entertained to a farewell tea
and meeting, and presented with a Bible with an inscription he much
valued. He had been a teacher and leader of singing at the Chapel.
" At this time," he wrote, "I was a hoping and a fearing one, not
knowing the difference between Law and Gospel. On my first Sunday
from home my fellow-servants arranging a day's pleasure invited me
to join them, but I said on no account could I give up my habit of
attending a place of worship. This remark was received with laughter.
In the morning I heard Mr. Wm. Flack at ' Salem,' New North Road,
and as I looked around and saw not one familiar face, my loneliness
was intense. In the evening I went to hear that remarkable man,
Mr. James Wells, at the Surrey Tabernacle, Borough Road, and was
at once struck by the sight of that great congregation-at least 1400then with the wonderful force and enthusiasm of the preacher; I felt
he was indeed a man with a message, and all my loneliness was gone,
as I thought of having the privilege of hearing such a man. His text
on this occasion was St. John's Gospel, xiv. 19: 'Yet a little while and
the world seeth Me no more.' I felt this was my spiritual home, and
although I had to walk sixteen miles every Sunday, it was the greatest
pleasure. I had not yet found all I needed, and did not know how God
could be just and the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus. But the

The Gospel Magazlltc

377

time of my deliverance was at hand; for on 21st October, W60; Mr·.
Wells preached from the words, 'There shall be an handful of corn in
the earth' (Psa. lxxii. 16). He said, ' The handful is a figure of Christ's
life filling the hand of the Law, that the Law will never to all eternity
put its hand out for anything else. Its hand is full and full for ever,
and if we speak of the Law as having two hands, we shall find a handful
for each hand. If we put the life of Christ into one hand of the Law,
and the death of Christ into the other hand, I am sure the hands of the
Law are full. And so, if we speak of the demands of the hands of
justice, Christ filled them both, so that they could contain no more. . . .
My hearer, can you imagine anything more delightful to be acquainted
with than that truth that the Lord remembers us by the righteousness
of Christ l' I could write more on this point, but what I want is just
to show that Christ came to this lost world aud offered His life for the
salvation of all believers in Him. I trust only in the perfect obedience
and in the all-suflicient atonement offered and made by our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. He loved me and gave Himself for me, and
without hesitation or reserve, I commit the keeping of my spirit, soul,
and body to His gracious care, knowing that' He is able to keep that
which I have committed unto Him against that day.' I was baptized
(with forty-five others) by Mr. James Wells, 3rd June, 1863, and
amongst the candidates was the young lady who afterwards became
my dear wife, although on this occasion we did not know each other.
After Mr. Wells' death we only attended occasionally owing to distant
residence, but were greatly privileged to be able to attend the ministry
of that true servant of God, the Rev. James Ormiston, at St. David's,
Holloway."
The passing years brought changes, and latterly our beloved father
regularly attended Highgate Road Chapel-Pastor James Stephens,
M.A., whose ministry he highly valued. He felt it a privilege to have
the friendship of the late Dr. Cecil Yates Biss, visiting him throughout
his long and painful illness. The last time he saw him, at the request
of dear Dr. Biss, he read the hymn, "Weary of earth, and laden with
my sin," and that was one of the last hymns our dear one asked to hear.
It was to him a very painful privilege to visit one so suffering, and he
often said, "This is one of God's mysteries."
Our father's illness began in October, 1914, when he had suddenly to
undergo a critical operation. He went to the nursing-home without
the least fear, his heart stayed on God, and gave us these texts as he
said" good-bye "-" I know Whom I have believed"; "We know
that all things work together for good"; and, "I know that my
Redeemer liveth." God graciously answered prayer and spared his
life, but it was only a partial recovery, and early in November last he
was taken with influenza, which left extreme weakness and exhaustion,
fi'om which he never recovered. At this time, too, the pain returned,
and he was obliged to keep his bed almost entirely. His only longing
was to be with Christ, and he constantly spoke of going Home, with
joy, although he greatly desired to see the end of this terrible war,
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which was much on his mind, as was evidenced by his earnest
prayers. "How lovely to walk the streets of Heaven! " he would say,
"No more pain-' I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness.'''
Our dear one's suffering was distressing to witness, but he never
murmured, and ,vas constantly praising God, and full of thought for
others.
The last time he asked for Scripture to be read, he chose Psalm ciii.
During the last night he frequently said, " I can not think of them now,
nurse, I only want to see my Father's face." One day he said to me,
" There is nothing to fear in death. You must not fret for me, but.
when I am gone sing the Doxology." On entering his ro·om one day,
he was looking radiant. "I have had such a lovely time of communion
with my Lord," he said. He never had a fear, the future was so
bright. Just before our loved one left us, he opened his eyes, and
looked up with such a wonderful light in them, but quite unconscious
of those around him, who knew he saw Jesus; then gently he passed
into the presence of his Saviour Whom he so loved and served. His
last words were, " I want rest," then a few minutes after, " Gently."
The funeral took place on the 13th of J\fay at Highgate Old Cemetery,
in the presence of a large number of friends, the service at the graveside
being conducted by Pastor James Stephens. A service was held at the
house previously, J\fr. J. E. Hazelton, Mr. Stephens, and deceased's
medical attendant taking part. By his request the hymn sung was,
" Alas, and did my Saviour bleed! " and Scripture read, Rev. vii. 9 to
17. (He had written by this, "It is delightful! ")
Only a few months before our dear father's illness, he had written a
booklet, entitled, "God's Way of Salvation." Thousands of copies
were distributed. He. sent between four aud five thousand copies to
Admiral J ellicoe and Sir John French, which were much appreciated.
His life-work was in connection with the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society, of which he was a member of Committee for eighteen years.
This work was the greatest joy to him, and he allowed nothing to prevent his attending to the many duties it involved; he was rarely absent
from a Board Meeting, and regularly attended the Saturday Prayer
Meeting at Hornsey Rise Homes, frequently presiding. He was
intensely interested in the welfare of the inmates, many of whom were
present at the Cemetery. A deputation from the Society attended.
He was a regular reader of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE and The English
Churchman. The outspoken Protestantism of these periodicals appealed to him strongly. He thought most seriously of the increase of
Sacerdotalism, Ritualism, and Rationalism, and was greatly interested
in the work of the various Protestant Societies, frequently presiding
over such gatherings.
L. A. B.
The widow and three daughters mourn the loss of one of the best of
husbands and fathers, and desire to take this opportunity to thank
the many friends who have expressed sympathy in their great sorrow.
The large number of letters they have received makes it impossible
for them to answer each one personally.
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"LOOKING FOR THE GLORIOUS APPEARING."
UNEXPECTED by the world,
CHRIST, the Judge of all, will come
To tills earth the second time,
Fetching His redeemed Home
To the mansions of the blest,
Where the weary are at rest,
Free from Satan, sin, and care,
Sweetly singing ever there.
Unexpected 1 Oh, what shame
If the same is of us true!
Unexpected 1 Say it not
While we gladly would pursue
Him Who suffer'd in our place,
Him Who call'd us by His grace,
Him Who does our heaven prepare
Him to praise for ever there.
In the twinkling of an eye,
Ransom'd sinners will admire
CElRIST descending from the skies,
Clothed in awful flames of fire;
Slllning seraphs gather in
Every soul redeem'd from sin,
Guide them swiftly through the air,
Till they meet together there.
Foolish virgins then will call
Vainly to the wise for oil,
For the day of grace is gone!
Slllne His saints in glory, wlllle
Loud they Alleluia sing,
Alleluia to their KING,
With immortals white and fair,
Alleluia ever there!

W. G

[{ettering.

\rroncspo nbtllCf.
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND.
To tlte Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR ~1R. ORMISToN,-The ready response to the appeal in last April's
issue of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE must I am sure be much cause for
thankfulness to the Lord and encoUl'agement to you and to the Tmstees,
as an earnest of the perfecting of tills good work in the near futUl'e.
I have much pleasure in sending you one guinea towards this laudable object.
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Readers of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE have already been fully informed
of tbe necessity which has arisen for the formation of this fund in order
to place the publication of the MAGAZINE upon a substantial basis
financially; may God graciously dispose the hearts of His children, that
in the interest of Truth this most desirable result maybe accomplished.
With regard to the administration of the publishing of THE GOSPEL
:a>IAGAZINE, as the auditor I confidently testify to the strict economy
which in all respects is carried out.
The MAGAZINE itself is a faithful witness of 150 years' standing. of
the truths of the Writtcn Word of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Living Word. Surely this is the strongest plea that can be urged
for the maintenance of such a testimony amidst the numerous
CIToneous religious publications in this cloudy and dark day and
departure from the paths of righteousness.
As a reader of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE for many ycars, and through
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ a lover of the precious truths of
Jehovah promulgated in its pages, I pray for the Holy Spirit's blessing
upon this work for the sake of the cause of God and Truth, and that
in your continued bodily weakness you may be blessed with the
consolation which aboundeth by Christ.
With love in Him, I am,
Yours sincerely,
EBENEZER CARR.
London, June 12th, 1916.
[The Trustees of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
continued indications of warm·hearted interest in the MAGAZINE, and
thank the friends who have sent the following donations to the Fund.
Help is still needed.
lIirs. J. Jones ..
£014 0
" Readers of THE GosMrs. Maxwell ..
PEL MAGAZINE"
£2 0 0
o 10 0
lIfrs. Kille
1 1 0
o 10 0 !lfr. E. Carr
Mrs. Lewes
100
o 10 0 Miss A. Ross ..
220 "A Grateful Lover of the
Mrs. Nicholson
Mr. J. Martin ..
040
GOSPEL MAGAZINE"
Mr. J. E. Hazelton
o 14 0
(per Miss R. Cowell) 0 2 0
Mr. Calvin Hart
220 Miss E. Stone ..
0 2 6
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-A diligent Worker amongst Soldiers writes: "My dear
Brother, The work here is going on steadily. I have been led to visit
the huts where the troops are guarding railway bridges and viaducts,
and several places within a few miles of here, which I know have not
been visited before. I had a wonderful reception, and not one refusal
to accept a book and to hear the few words I was led to say. This
round of visits has taken some time, as they are some miles apart, but
through God's goodness they have been visited. The books you sent

"
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and some Testaments have been placed in the Military Hospital here,
and I believe God is working in the hearts of these dear men. May
many be brought to the knowledge of the Truth as it is in Christ Jesus.
There never was a day when the need was so great. I could do with
a supply of books and magazines, should you feel led to send same."
Another Worker writes: "I should be glad if you could send me a
parcel of books for the soldiers who visit 'The Welcome.' Being so
near many large camps, we get a great number of men here for reading,
refreshment, and sleeping. I am on duty here three hours a day.
Gospels and Testaments are always accepted."
From Chatham: "I have written to you again to ask if you would
kindly send me another supply of books for the soldiers. I am still
visiting, and have been ever since the war commenced. As I give
away so many and the demand for New Testaments is so great, I have
appealed again to you. I am pleased to tell you the men welcome me
with open arms; being an old retired working-man, I get near to
them. God has blessed the work very much. I am often tired in the
work, but not of the work."
From another great Military Centre: "I am writing to thank you
for a parcel of Testaments and magazines you so kindly sent. I am
working again amongst the soldiers, and shall be most grateful for
any good books and Testaments that you may be able to send."
These appeals, with others, have just reached me. Will our friends
help me to respond?
A Worker amongst Sailors says: "Ten thousand thanks for the two
large parcels of sound Gospel books and magazines."
A Worker amongst Soldiers says: "Thank you very much for the
splendid parcel just received, which will come in very useful."
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, June, 1916.

1j)rotutant I)eacon.
WHAT IS IDOLATRY-ANCIENT AND MODERN?
FROM" A WORD OF TESTIMONY," BY THE LATE
GENERAL SIR ROBERT PHAYRE, G.C.B.
IN Revelation xxii. 14 we read, "Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may
enter in through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and
sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and IDOLATERS, and
whosoever loveth and maketh A LIE"; then follow in verses 18
and 19 the Saviour's last words of warning about "adding to " or
" taking away" from" the record" which God has given us of His
Son; these confirm the sentence of everlasting punishment on all
who reject Him That speaks for the last time before His coming: both
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as very Ma.n-" I JESUS "-and as very God-" I AM ALPHA AND
OMEGA, the beginning and the end, the FIRST and the LAST."
" Let God be true, and every man a liar." HIS TRUTH is the only
truth! Not only about Ancient, but Modern Idolatry also. When
therefore we are told that" the Laws of Religion have been modified
by circumstance," and that" the Ohristian Ohurch" [not the Law of
the Lord] "gives a Sanction to the use for Religious purposes, either of
Images or Pictures" [the late Mr. Gladstone]; that" from the time
.when the Son of God was pleased to assume human form," "the Law
about images naturally, if insensibly, underwent an essential modification "; we are compelled to protest against such perversion of the
Truth. We have just shown from the Book of Revelation the
IDOLATER'S doom at the last, hence we now inquire, "What is
Idolatry, Ancient and Modern 1 " that we may flee from it !
When God said in the first Commandment, " Thou shalt have none
other gods before ME," He meant that no god should be worshipped
in addition to Himself, and that is true still! The idolatry of the
Israelites did not exclude Jehovah; their Sin lay in Worshipping A
VISIBLE SYMBOL OF HIM 'WHOM NO SYMBOL COULD REPRESENT. Such
was the SPIRIT of IDOLATRY expressed in the Worship of the Goldcn
Calf. In Exodus x..xxii. 4, 5, Aaron proclaims: "To-morrow is a
feast unto the Lord." The Egyptian priests did the same with the
ox, frog, and other animals. The priests of Hindooism do the same
to-day. In Elijah's day the priests of Baal vainly tried to bring
down Divine fire from Heaven to consume their false sacrifice. Their
successors of the present day pretend that they succeed in bringing
down the Lord of Glory onto their so-called ALTARS.
Thus the Spirit of Modern Idolatry has appeal·ed in this nineteenth
century in a far more subtle and deadly form than that of old; it takes
"the deep things of God," and changes them into the very " depths
of Satan." In combination with the Leavens of Sadduceeism and
Herodianism it was expressed in the Pharisaism of the first century.
After nearly two thousand years it is represented by the "many
Antichrists" of 1 John ii. 18, and finally in " the three unclean spirits
like frogs," or the Satanic trinity of Rev. xvi. 13, 14, which are at
work at this moment. It is with reference to this t'ime, and what
yet remains of this dispensation, that the Saviour says in the 15th
'Verse, " Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and
keepeth his garments."
Take the following as instances of the Subtle Idolatry of which we
nere speak:
In Genesis iii. 15 we have the primal promise of the Saviour, given
by God to man, that "The Seed of the woman should bruise the
Serpent's head." This is the Central Truth of the whole Bible from
Genesis to Revelation. ALL SCRIPTURE testifies that the Seed of the
woman is Jesus Christ. It was He Who bruised the Serpent's head
<In Calvary, and will yet bruise Satan under our feet shortly (Rom.
xvi. 20).
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From "the Chair of St. Peter" came an Encyclical letter, from
Pope Pius IX., in 1849, applying this fundamental passage to the
Virgin Mary in the following words: " We repose all confidence in
this that the Blessed Virgin has been raised by the greatness 01 her
merits above all the Choir of Angels up to the Throne of God, and that
it was She who crushed, under the loot 01 her Virtues, the Old Serpent."
What becomes of the "supreme regard for the prerogatives of
TRUTH" before this denial of Christ and the similar cases of adding
another Ladder for the Virgin to God's Ladder in Genesis xxviii. 12,
131 which shows the Lord Jesus Christ as The Way, The Truth, and
The Life; and another ATONING SACRIPICE of the Mass to Christ's
ATONING Sacrifice on Calvary; that ONE OnERING whereby HE hath
PERPECTED FOR EVER them that are sanctified (Heb. x. 14).
What are we to say too, in connection with all this, to the gross
idolatry set up in St. Paul's Cathedral, London, some years ago, in
the Reredos, on which appear the figures of our Saviour on the Cross,
so sculptured as to resemble A LARGE CRUCIPIX; and of the Virgin
Mary with the Infant Jesus in her arm~; a well-known and favourite
symbol of Rome; intimating the complete subjection of the Son
to the Mother as the Queen of Heaven! !
Imagine such a symbol representing our Great High Priest, as
revealed to us in Rev. i. 12-18; or imagine the Pope, in "the Chair
of St. Peter," doing it, as the Possessor of ALL THE ATTRIBUTES of
the INCARNATE WORD, which he says he is!
Such are IDOLS of the grossest kind, far, far more offensive to God
than any of the idols of the heathen, because their very presence in
a Christian Church is a perpetual Sin against the Pentecostal Light of
this Dispensation. This Wickedness has already brought Severe Judgments upon us as a Nation, and unless we repent of our Rebellion and
Lawlessness more will soon follow. All History, Secular and Religious,
as well as Prophecy, testify to this!
In 1 Cor. x. we are taught that the ways of God with the children
of Israel are written for our admonition; that the Judgments which
happened to them were types or figures which serve as patterns for us
not to dally with Idolatry, but to flee Irom it. Almost the last words,
too, of the Apostle John were, " Little children, keep yourselves from
idols"; referring for one thing to the growing tendency on the part of
Christians, in his day, to make an Idol of the Lord's Supper-a tendency
which has now ripened into the fatal delusion of regarding this blessed
ordinance as placing in the hands of a false priest the means of conferring grace, and of pardoning the sins of all who go to Mass, however
ungodly their lives may habitually be !
Such cases as these, and we have no space for more, prove that the
Church or man, who thus denieth that Jesus is the Christ, hath not
the Father. "He is Antichrist that denieth the Father and the Son."
See 1 John ii. 21-23, and Titus i. 16. Such is the difference between
Profession and Practice. "Be not deceived; God is not mocked"
in these things.
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
By THE SOCIETY'S SECRETARY.
CAXTON HALL, Westminster, was the place, this year, of the Society's
Annual Meeting. An unusually large number of friends met to commemorate the 109th anniversary; among them were the Revs. W.
Sykes, W. Dodgson Sykes, M.A., H. Atherton, George Alexander, J. J.
Beddow, A.K.C., and Messrs. M. Shelbourn, John Piggott, J.P., H. T.
McCarthy, Ebenezer Carr, A. Hayles, A. Boulden, A. G. Blackman,
and other friends. The Rev. W. Brooke preached an excellent sermon
in the afternoon, upon the text, "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift." After tea, John F. W. Deacon, Esq., J.P., D.L., presided over the Meeting. He provided a happy, personal note, as he
spoke of his early acquaintance with the Society. The Report had a
reference of great interest to him, as it mentioned the name of the late
Lady Lucy Smith, who was his great-aunt. He remembered that it
was characteristic of her that she had particular pleasure in seeking out
the poor who were the Lord's children-His jewels. He had personally known the work of the Society, and especially its Homes, from
his boyhood, and remembered that his father used to invite the inmates
of the Camberwell Home to visit their home, and deeply impressed on
the minds of himself and his sisters were the drives into town with
their mother, who came to visit the pensioners. He cordially commended the Society, and trusted that the outcome of the meeting
would be that the Committee would feel encouraged to go on with their
work. The financial results of the day were very satisfactory.
The 81st anniversary of the Camberwell Home was held on June 1st.
The Rev. J. W. Tobitt preached in the afternoon from Romans xv.
25-28, a very appropriate sermon. The Chapel was well filled, and
after tea, 1ilr. T. A. Warburton presided over a meeting, when addresses
were given by the Revs. H. Atherton, J. N. Throssell, J. W. Tobitt, O.
S. Dolbey, and Messrs. A. G. Blackman and W. J. E. Chambers. The
proceeds of the day were for the Benevolent Fund for Sick and Infirm
Inmates.
All who desire the welfare of the Lord's aged poor are cordially
invited to the 45th anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home, on Friday,
July 7th. The Sale of Work will commence at 2 o'clock; the Rev.
J. K. Popham will preach at 3.15; tea will be provided at 5 o'clock,
at Is. each, and an evening sermon at 6.45, by the Rev. H. Atherton.
The beautiful garden is now at its best.
The Quarterly Record for July, fully illustrated, will be sent post free
to any address. It is hoped that it will continue to attract many new
subscribers to the Institution, never more in need of such help than
now. We thankfully acknowledge receipt of 10s. from" Inasmuch,"
a reader of this MAGAZINE.
No less than 1344 pensioners, in all parts of the kingdom, receive
£9900 per annum. These pensions are, as· far as possible, paid to the
recipients in their own homes by the hands of the Lady Visitors, Committee, and other Christian friends.

