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. , Wbo com1orteth US in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which nre in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COn. I. 4.

DIVINELY·WROUGHT SALVATION.
" Thus the Lord saved Israel that day lYUt of the hand of the Egyptians;
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the se'} shore."EXODUS xiv. 30.

inspired historian here speaks of salvation from. temporal
danger and from temporal suffering. It was the deliverance of
GOD'S anpient and chosen people from the bondage of Egypt and
from the power of Pharaoh. It is, however, 'typical of the eternal
salvation of the spiritual Israel, and may profitably be considered
with that thought in our minds. The LORD'S people often experience GOD'S saving power with regard to temporal things. His cup
of salvation is frequently put into their hands, and they have frequent cause to praise Him for His goodness and for His delivering
merCies.
"The hosts of GOD encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Deliverance He affords to all
\Vho on His succour trust."
THE

"The salvation of the righteous is of the LORD: He is their
strength in the time of trouble. And the LORD shall help them,
and deliver them: He shall deliver them from the wicked, and
save them, because they trust in Him" (Psa. xxxvii. 39, 40).
,
Such assurances and promises are very sweet and precious to
the children of GOD, and they fill their hearts with comfort. What,
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ever the trouble or d l1nger, the LORD is their strength to support
them, and He shall help them, and command for them such deliverances as are good for them. But their everlasting salvation from
the wrath to come, and their complete and 'final deliverance from
sin and sorrow, are specially the themes upon which they love to
dwell. This salvation will be the theme of the great multitude in
heaven. They will cry with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to
our GOD which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the LAMB"
(Rev. vii. 10). Returning now to the salvation of Israel from the
Egyptians, let us notice some of the typical teaching which may
be gathered from it.
1. It was a salvation according to Divine purpose and plan.
More than four hundred years before, GOD had promised this
salvation to Abraham. He had made known to that patriarch
that his seed would be a stranger in a strange land. They would
be afflicted four hundred years. But GOD would judge their
oppressors, and bring forth His oppressed people with great substance (Gen. xv. 13-16). The promise was repeated to Jacob, and
he'died saying, " GOD shall be with you, and bring you again unto
the land of your fathers" (Gen. xlvi. 3, 4; xlviii. 21). Joseph, too,
died in the faith of this promise. He said to his brethren, "GOD
will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land
which He sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob" (Gen, 1. 24).
The promise was reiterated to Moses (Exod. iii. 8), and when the
set time came the LORD saved Israel from their enemies. The
salvation of Israel was thus a pre-arranged and a predicted event.
It was the settled plan and purpose of GOD to save His people, and
to bring them to the promised inheritance. It is no less the settled
plan and pnrpose of GOD to save His spiritual Israel. They rejoice
in the" hope of eterr1allife, which GOD, That cannot lie, promised
before the world began" (Tit. i. 2). They are saved" according
to His Own purpose and grace, which was given them in CHRIST
JESUS before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). Our gracious GOD
hath not only thought of us and separated us from our birth, but
far back in the depths of eternity we were the objects of His love,
and we were registered as the people of His choice. He saw us
ruined in the Fall, and in His love and in His pity He purposed to
redeem and save us by the substitutionary sufferings of His dear
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Son. How blessed to think that our salvation was no afterthought!
He made provision for it in eternal times. We see simple illustrations of this in present experiences. A man of God once told us
that he was concerned about the education of his children, and just
when he most needed financial help a legacy came which met his
requirements. The LORD, however, had disposed the testator to
bequeath the legacy a considerable time beforehand. How blessed
it is to trace the hand of GOD in His providential mercies and
arrangements!
2. It was a salvation according to Divine grace.
The people whom the LORD saved did not merit the mercies
which He extended to them. The inspired Psalmist says of them,
" Our fathers understood not Thy wonders in Egypt; they remembered not the multitude of Thy mercies; but provoked Him at the
sea, even at the Red Sea. Nevertheless"-note the " nevertheless "-" Nevertheless He saved them for His Name's sake, that
He might make His mighty power to be known. He rebuked the
Red Sea also, and it was dried up: so He led them through the
depths, as through the wilderness. And He saved them from the
hand of him that hated them, and redeemed them from the hand
of the enemy. And the waters covered their enemies: there was
not one of them left" (Psa. cvi. 7~ll). What a mercy that the
LORD did not deal with His ancient people according to their
desserts! Despite their murmurings and their unbelief and their
rebellion, He saved them (see Exod. xiv. 10-12). Are we better
than they? Must we not confess that we, too, are by nature stiffnecked and rebellious? We cannot say a good word for ourselves.
We were dead in sin. We were led captive by the prince of darkness. We fulfilled the evil desires of the flesh and· of the mind, and
were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But notwithstanding all this, "GOD, 'Who is rich in mercy, for His great love
wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with CHRIST," and hath saved us by His
grace.' Ah! yes, not by works of righteousness done by us, but
"according to His mercy He saved us." Saul of Tarsus was a
persecutor, a blasphemer and injurious, but he " obtained mercy."
Zacchams was a lost sinner, but the LORD sought and saved him.
The LORD knew who and what manner of woman it was who
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washed His feet with tears and wiped them with the hairs of her
head. Yet in much mercy He said to her, " Thy sins are forgiven."
Thank GOD that His dear Son" receiveth sinners." He came to
call sinners to repentance. He died for the ungodly. There is
hope, then, for thee, 0 penitent sinner. Thy sins are many and
mighty, but where thy sins have abounded, the grace of GOD in
CHRIST hath much more abounded, and He justifies freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS.
. 3. It was a salvation according to Divine power.
The salvation of Israel at the Red Sea was certainly not wrought
by man. It was the LORD Himself Who saved them, and
nothing less than Divine power could have wrought deliverance for them. They were no match for Pharaoh's army. Had
they been obliged to fight against their pursuers, defeat would
certainly have resulted. Moses, therefore, said to them, " Fear ye
not, stand still; and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will
show to you to.day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to·day,
ye shall see them again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight
for you, and ye shall hold your peace" (V1·. 13, 14). And the LORD
did fight for them. He" caused the sea to go back." He" made
the sea dry land, and the waters were divided." He" troubled
the host of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot wheels." He
" overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea," and "there
remained not so much as one of them." " Thus the LORD saved
Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians." See here, then,
a wonderful proof of what Divine power can do in regard to the
eternal salvation of a sinner from merited wrath and condemnation.
The sinner himself is dead in sin. He is helpless to deliver his own
soul from going down into the pit. From the human standpoint
his case is hopeless. The LORD, however, is able to save the most
abandoned and the most hopeless case. John Newton felt this
when he said," Amazing grace, how sweet the sound!
'fhat saved a wretch like me:
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see."
Reader, art thou concerned about some beloved one who is still
in the far country away from GOD ~ Do not give up praying on his
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behalf. The LORD may yet put forth His saving power and make
him a monument of His sovereign grace: There is nothing too
hard for Him.
4. It was complete salvation.
The enemies of GOD'S people were completely overthrown. The
victory over them was overwhelming and permanent. All the
host of Pharaoh was destroyed. Not so much as one of the Egyptian pursuers who assayed to cross the Red Sea was left to tell the
tale.
By faith the hosts of GOD'S people passed through the Red Sea
as by dry land, but all the Egyptians who attempted to imitate
them were drowned. There are no half measures in regard to the
eternal salvation of the redeemed. Their Redeemer is able to save
them to the uttermost that come unto GDD by Him. He ever
liveth to exercise 'for them His saving power and grace, and toconduct them to His heavenly Kingdom. He is, indeed, their
Deliverer from the wrath to come. Not to wrath hath their GOD
appointed them, but "to obtain salvation by our LORD JESUS
CHRIST, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should
live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 9, 10). Their sins are so
completely forgiven that GOD says He will remember them no
more. In love to their souls He has delivered them from the pit
of corruption, and He has cast all their sins behind His back (ha.
xxxviii. 17). If their sins are sought for '.' they shall not be found"
(Jer. 1. 20). If you bave experienced this salvation, then, "we are
bound to give thanks alway to GOD for you, brethren beloved of
the LORD, because GOD hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth :
whereunto He called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the
glory of our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14). This is all
written for your comfort, 0 children of GOD. You are completely
saved. You are saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation.
Be not afraid to rejoice in His salvation. Hesitate not to go on
your way fully assured that you are indeed saved by Divine grace
through the blood and righteousness of your Divine Saviour. Behold the great work which the LORD hath accomplished for you,
and be glad thereat. Sing the new song of praise which He hath
put into your mouths, and say, " The LORD is my strength and song,
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and He is become my salvation." "Thou didst blow with Thy
wind, the sea covered them: they sank as lead in the mighty
waters" (Exod. xiv. 31; xv. 1, 2, 10).
5. It was a God-glorifying salvation.
The LORD expressly designed in this marvellous exhibition of
His saving power and grace to bring glory to His Own Name. "I
will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and
I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the
Egyptians may know that I am the LORD" (Exod. xiv. 4, 17, 18).
The
overthrow of Pharaoh's host and his chariots and horsemen
,
brought glory to GOD. The very extremity into which His Own
people were brought only furnished the greater opportunity for
the GOD of Israel to bring the greater glory to His Name by the
complete overthrow of their enemies. We write while the great
battle on the Western Front is in progress, and when a second
tremendous effort is being made by the Germans to break through
our lines. We wonder if the LORD has permitted the Germans to
press back our forces as an immediate prelude to their own overthrow. We know not. But we do know that, despite our many
national sins, the LORD is able to give us victory and to cl11sh the
militarism which ruthlessly precipitated this awful and terrible war.
Though we deserve it not, we trust that our gracious and longsuffering GOD may soon answer the cries of His scattered people,
and bring this awful conflict to a satisfactory conclusion.
6. Lastly, it was a salvation which inspired God's people with hope.
The people who had been saved at the Red Sea could look forward with hope to their final entrance into the land of promise.
" Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people which Thou hast
redeemed," So fully assured were they of enjoying their promised
inheritance, that they said, "Thou hast guided them in Thy
strength unto Thy holy habitation. , .. All the inhabitants of
Canaan shall melt away. Fear and dread shall fall upon them;
by the greatness of Thine arm they shall be as still as a stone; till
Thy people pass over, 0 LORD, till the people pass. over which Thou
hast purchased. Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the
rlWuntain of Thine inheritance" (Exod. xv. 13-17). We, too,
having been jus; lied freely by GOD'S grace, may "rejoice in hope
of the glory of GOD." The hope of the incorruptible inheritance
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hath been begotten in us. We believe it is our FATHER'S good
pleasure to give us the Kingdom, and we look for the blessed hope,
and the appearing of the glory of our great GOD and SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST. May we, indeed, in these dark and solemn times
put on the breastplate of faith and love, and wear as a helmet the
hope of salvation. The night is far spent. The day is at hand.
Our full salvation is indeed nearer than when we believed. Our
Divine Saviour will come. We shall see His face, and we shall say,
" This is the LORD; we have waited for Him, we will be glad and
rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. xxv. 9).
THE EDITOR.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
"COME, MY PEOPLE."
ISAIAH xxvi. 20, 21.
"COME, My people, hide thyself"
In a bleeding Jesus;
He horn Satan, sin, and self,
Grandly, wholly frees us :
Feeling sinner, enter in,
Here's an end to all thy sin !
What though storms of trial and doubt
Quickly round thee gather 1
Jesus will not cast thee out,
Present of the Father:
All who once on Him. believe
Shall in Christ for ever live.
All thy sins before thy mind
Flash like lightning awful;
But in Jesus thou shalt find
Cleansing blood all-powerful:
Thou shalt stand in Him at last
When God's anger's overpast.
All inhabitants of earth
For their vile behaviour,
Soon will' taste J ehovah's wrath,
Knowing not a Saviour :
Saints whose home is in the sky,
Glad shall hear th' archangel's cry!
May 28th, 1918.
SAM. C. NAISH.
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WONDROUS THINGS.
"Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of
Thy law.:'-PSALM cxix. 18..

IN this section of this long Psalm six different names are used to
describe the Scriptures then in the Psalmist's possession. These
are, "Thy Word," "Thy law," "Thy commandments," "Thy
judgments," "Thy testimonies," "Thy statutes." The Scriptures were precious to the Psalmist's heart. He was not as highly
favoured as we are in regard to them. Not even all the Old Testament was then written. The books of the inspired Word which
were in his possession were much fewer than those now in the
hands of God's people. Yet how he valued the portions he had!
" 0 how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day! " he exclaims (v. 97). "Thy testimonies also are my delight and my
counsellors" (v. 24). The Word was precious to him. He not
only read it; but thought deep1y upon its teachings and sought for
grace to fashion his life according to its precepts. There were
depths in it, however, which he had not fathomed. There were
heights which he had not scaled. Hidden in its pages were wonders
which he longed more fully to perceive. Hence his prayer, " Open
Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy
law." A similar prayer needs to be offered to-day by all students
of Scripture. Both the babe in Christ and the advanced saint
need to look for Divine enlightenment as they ponder the sacred
Word. Wondrous things abound therein, if only we have eyes to
see them. Of some of these let us think in our "Wayside Notes."
1. There are the wonders of Creation.
Apart from the Bible, the eternal power and Godhead are seen
by the things that are made (Rom. i. 20). But the Bible is the
only book which records the wonders of creation. In language
simple and yet profound we read, "In the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth." The origin of all created things was
declared by the Lord Himself when He descended upon Mount
Sinai in fire. God Himself spake in the hearing of His chosen
people, who stood at the nether part of the Mount, and said, " In

c
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six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is." No human being was present to behold or to record His
mighty acts of creation, but, "through faith we understand that·
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which
are seen were not made of things which do appear" (Heb. xi. 3).
" He commanded, and they were created" (Psa. cxlviii. 5). He it
was Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness. He laid
the foundations of the earth.. He gathered the waters unto one
place, and set a bound that they might not pass over. He made
the earth to bring forth and bud, that it might supply seed to the
sower and bread to the eater. He hung up the sun to rule the day
and the moon to rule the night. He studded the heavens with
stars. He peopled the waters with fish, the air with birds, .and the
earth with beasts and creeping things. He it was Who "formed
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul." Scientific men
may speculate as to the origin of man and the origin of species, but
their theories will all pass away into oblivion. The only infallibl~
account of the wonders of creation is that given by God Himself in
His Word. Those wonders declare His glory, majesty, wisdom,
and power, and well is it for us if, abandoning all human theories,
we look up into His face, and say, " Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to
receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all
things, and for Thy pleasure they are and were created~' (Rev.
iv. 11).
"Thou First, Thou Last, Thou' Cause and End
Of all that is, or e'er shall be;
To Thee, their Source, all beings tend,
All things that are exist for Thee! "
Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold the wonders of creation
as set forth in Thy Word.
2. There are the wonders of Divine providence.
Providence is defined as "the care and superintendence which
God exercises over His creatures." How wonder~ully that care
was exercised at the begi~ing! Before the living creatures which
people the earth were called into being, God prepared the earth for
their habitation. He made it to bring forth and to bud, and He
illuminated it with the heavenly bodies. Then, having made
animals and man, He announced that He had provided food for

.
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the needs of every beast of the earth and every fowl of the air, as
well as for man whom He had made in His Own image. Subsequently, in spite of man's sin, He declared that" while the earth
remaineth, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer
and winter, and day and night shall not cease" (Gen. viii. 22). It
is His purpose that sowing shall be followed by reaping so long as
the earth shall last. He will still make His sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and send rain on the just and on the unjust. All
our temporal mercies flow from Him. "In Him we live and move
and have our being." He giveth to all His creatures life and
breath and all things. He opens His hand and satisfies the desire
of every living thing. "0 that men would praise the Lord for His
goodness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men."
We are not by any means sufficiently thankful to God for the
bounties of His providence.
How wondrous, too, are His special providences. The case of
Joseph is a remarkable illustration. How wonderfully the Lord
overruled the enmity of Joseph's brethren, the trials of Joseph's
life, and the awful slander of the wife of Potiphar for the fulfilment
of Joseph's dreams, the exaltation of Joseph from the dungeon, the
preservation of multitudes from starvation, and, especially, the
preservation of J acob and his family in time of prolonged famine.
How touching and beautiful, too, was the providence of God in
arranging that the Hebrew woman who should be called in to nurse
the infant Moses should have been his own mother. What joy
that must have brought to the hearts of both mother and child, as
well as to the husband and sister. How marvellous was the providence of God in the case of Elijah. He commanded the ravens to
feed him at the brook Cherith, and subsequently He commanded a
poor widow woman to sustain him. Nothing is too hard for the
Lord! He is able to do wondrous things with a handful of meal
and a little oil in a cruse. Every child of God can tell of the wondrous things of God's providence in his own life. We ourselves
can trace a long succession of wonders to one little event in our life
many years ago. A small incident became a link in a remarkable
chain of Divine providences. It is well that our eyes should behold the wonders of God's providence in His Word, and also in
our own histories.
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3. There are the wonders 0/ His judgments.
These, too, are wonderful, awe-inspiring, and marvellous. The
overthrow of the world of the ungodly by the Flood, the destruction
of the wicked cities of the plain, tbe remarkable Divine interposition at the Red Sea, by which Pharaoh's host" sank as lead in the
mighty waters,"-all these acts of Divine judgments fill us with
awe and wonder. They reveal that there is a God that judgeth the
earth. They display His wrath against all ungodliness, and His
inflexible righteousness in dealing with sinners. They prove that
" though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished"
(Prov. xi. 21). There is such a thing as retributive justice. As we
write we are reminded of the awful condition of Russia, a result
which can only be attributed to national sin and national misgovernment. Be it remembered, too, that tyranny, whether it be
that of a monarch or those who profess to represent the democracy,
is sure to bring its own punishment in due time.
4. There are the wonders 0/ H1s g·race.
Our God is Omnipotent. He is providentially active in His Own
universe. He is holy and righteous in His dealings with men and
nations, but He is also "the God of all grace." How shall we
•
touch upon the wonders of His grace 1 . The eternal Covenant of
grace is a great wonder.• Before the mountains were brought
forth, or ever the earth and the world were made, God in grace
devised a plan by which He could save the people of His choice
from the merited consequences of their sins. It is " according to
His Own purpose and grace given to us in Christ Jesus before the
world began," that favoured sinners are now saved and called. It
was grace which revealed the existence of that Covenant in the first
promise given when man had sinned. Grace cheered the heart of
Abraham by repeating that promise after the Flood. Wondrous
grace 'set forth the fulfilment of the purposes of the Covenant in
the types. The Ark, the Smitten Rock, the Manna, the Brazen
Serpent, the Offering of Isaac and all the sacrifices, all pointed to
Him Who was full of grace and truth, and through Whose blood
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches
of His grace. It was a wonder that Noah, Abraham, Moses,
David, and the prophets should have been amongst the saved. It
is a wonder of grace that any sinner should be saved. All the

•

300

The Gospel Magazine

saved are" men wondered at." The author of the one hundred
and nineteenth Psalm knew something of the wonders of God's
grace, but He wanted to know more, and in the ages to come God will
show to him and to all His people the exceeding riches of His grace
in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus (Eph. ii. 7).
" Grace first contrived a way
To save rebellious man,
And all the steps that grace display,
Which drew the wondrous •Dlan ! "
5. There are the wonders which none can see unless their eyes are
Divinely opened.
Natural intelligence may grasp and behold the wonders which
may be stated in works of merely human authorship, but the wondrous things of the Divinely-inspired volume can only be seen by
those whose eyes God has opened. "The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14). Many in these days praise up human
discernment, human wisdom, and human ability, qut the Word of
God reveals man as one who is dead in sin. In this condition he
is therefore destitute· of all spiritual discernment. He is blinded
by the god of this world. His und~rstanding is darkened. To
open men's eyes and to turn them from darkness to light is a Divine
work. "No man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and He to whomsoooer
the Son will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27).
Peter was blessed, because the Father had revealed to him the
Messiahship and Deity of the Son of man (Matt. xvi. 15-17).
Blessedness came to Paul when it pleased God to reveal His Son in
Him (Gal. i. 15, 16).
Lydia was blessed when the Lord opened her heart (Acts xvi. 14).
We, too, will only perceive spiritual truth in proportion as the
Lord Himself opens our understandings that we may understand
the Scriptures (Luke xxiv. 32, 45).
As we cannot see the sun without sunlight, so we cannot behold
the wondrous things of God's Word without enlightenment from
Him Who is light and in Whom is no darkness at all. What meekness and humbleness of mind, and teachableness are needed, if we
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are to see the beauties of God's precious Word! The eyes of our
understanding need to be Divinely opened if we are to behold the
wonders revealed in the sacred volume. Let us pause, dear reader,
every time .we open its pages, and reverently and humbly pray,'
" Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out
of Thy law."
"Unfold, 0 Lord, to us unfold
. The wonders of ·the sacred page;
The things by prophets sung of old,
And handed down from age to age;
The things that Jesus said and did,
And all that from the world lies hid.
"The child-like spirit, Lord, impart,
That with implicit faith receives
The living word, and in the heart
Deposits that which it believes,
There, Lord, to work Thy sovereign will,
And all Thy pleasure to fulfil! "-(Thomas Kelly.)

WhitingtQn Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.

THE INFLUENCE OF CALVIN.
" CALVIN was one of the greatest gifts of God, throagh the French
Protestant Church; without him the Reformatio.n would probably
have collapsed. Calvin should not be regarded only as a great teacher
of views of election and reprobation. He was, no doubt, a systematic
theologian, but he was also a teacher of the imperishable Gospel, and
of the free grace of God. Those who worked with him in Geneva were
almost to a man French. Calvin found French Protestantism an
isolp.ted mass of individualism, and he organized it into a Church.
His system was adopted by the Reformed Churches of Scotland,
Holland, Switzerland, and several of the United States of America.
The Puritans of England in the time of the Stuarts were also strong
Calvinists. The Church of England is so not merely in its Articles;
its Bishops and its Universities were theologically Calvinistic
in the time of Elizabeth. Many eminent writers not in sympathy
with Calvin's theology have been constrained to testify to the splendid
endurance of heroes and martyrs who were the outcome of this Calvinism. It is through Calvin tbat we mainly enjoy the liberties won
for us from Charles 1., and which at the Restoration we still maintained.
The Revolution of 1688 may also be traced to Calvinism."-Extrru;t
.from Lecture by Mr. Wm. Wood.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Ami as he journeyed, he came near to Damascus: and suddenly there
shined round about him a light from heaven: and he fell to the earth,
and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
Me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, 1 am
Jesus, Whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the
pricks."-AcTs L'{. 3-5.
THIS well-known chapter is ever read and re-read by the saints of God
with freshness and delight. And whenever they have recourse to it,
there seem to be fresh rays of truth hitherto hidden, and gems of grace
sparkling out as they pursue the subject and are led to adore its Divine
Author. The gTace and mercy which were magnified in Saul are none
the less in regard to these rebel hearts of yours and mine, dear reader,
and our hope is that what they did for Saul, the persecuting devotee,
they can and ivill do for us. In that little word "yet" in the first
verse, there is an inference that the Holy Spirit had been, and it may
be had long been, striving with Sau!' Probably, too, he had been
moved with some inner accusations at the martyrdom of the beloved
Stephen. We know this, that Stephen, like his Divine Lord and
Saviour, prayed for his enemies, and that prayer included Saul, and
was heard and registered in the courts of Heaven. "Lord, lay not
this sin to their charge" was a Divinely-inspired prayer for Sau!, who
was the ringleader of the murderers. "Then they cried out with a
loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord,
and cast him out of the city, and stoned him; and the witnesses laid
down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Sau!' ...
And Saul was consenting unto his death."
And Saul went on, stifling conscience, from bad to worse. "As for
Saul, he made havoc of the Church, entering into every house, and
haling men and women, committed them to prison." He, like all
Satan's slaves, seems to prosper for a time. VVe cannot understand
these things. We cannot understand the persecutions of the saints,
their untold sufferings, as rehearsed in Hebrews xi. and down through
the ages of history; but we know this, that ahove and beyond Satan's
hour and power there is a Kingdom of Whose King it says, " What.."Oever He doeth shall prosper," and Jesus still sits upon His throne. He
has the reins of government in His Hand; the keys of death, hell, and
the grave are secure at His girdle. Satan could have no power to touch
the hair of the saints without permission, and their God is watching
over them; feeling for them as though the injury were done to Himself,
and presently He will arise, deliver, or gather His injured saints, and
cast down the destroyer.
"Ye children of God and the Lamb,
Remember when sorrows press sore,
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Your .Tesns did once feel the same,
When trials and conflicts He bore!
And still His redeemed sbould know
He's Jesus, the sa-me in His love;

The foot can't be crusbed below,
And tb.e Head be unconscious a.bove."

Oh, ho\v infinitely He felt for His beloved martyred servant Stephen!
Jesus, the All-Conqueror, " sat down at the right hand of the majesty
on high," when He entered Heaven on the ground of His own merits
and perfect sacrifice, having atOned for sin and appeased Divine J ustice! Stephen saw Him" standing on the right hand of God," and as
"Son of Man_" Y cs, infinitely concerned was He for His suffClllig
servant. And.. Our Fellow-Sufferer yet retains a fellow-feeling of our pains,
And still remembers in the skies His tears, His agonies. and cries."

Oh! Jesus loves to be down here with His saints, and "in all the
pangs that rend the heart," He makes them to know how He is feeling
Jor them. He is jealo\ls over them, watches ceaselessly night and day,
and covers with His feathers, shields and succours, comforts and supports, upholds and cheers them amidst all their tribulation and suffering. The eye of Jehovah, which is gentle and watchful, tender and
compassionate over His saints, is a flame of fire and holy jealonsy over
the enemies of His Ohurch and people. "He that toucheth you
toucheth the apple of His eye."
And thus it was in the days to which we are alluding. Saul, the per:
secuting devotee, may start afresh on another of his joumeys, and like
a wolf-hound, bound towards his prey. He may think nothing too
great to accomplish his purpose. He will rise up to take a journey of
120 miles, and be very near his goal, and the dear saints in Damascus
very likely were trembling with fear, as they thought that this wild
persecutor and enemy of Jesus was " yet" pursuing his mad and crnel
career. Oh! how the truth of the "All power" given unto Jesus in
Heaven and 011 earth is the comfort of His saints! Man may devise
his ste~s, but the Lord directeth his way and decides their ultimate
issue. \-J Man has no power at all except it be given him, and it is
given i.him to magnify the riches of God's grace and show that the
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of t.emptation. We
may plan and purpose, but there is an over·ruling Hand; and we
may be deterred or turned back, or compelled to go forward, just
and only as He chooses. It is a blessed truth to grasp, and by
Divine grace to be enabled to res~ upon, that all our times are in His
hand, all our steps ordered, and our down-sitting and uprising known
to Him Who gives His angels charge over His saints to keep them in
all their ways. And so Saul may put forth all his strength, equip himself for his journey of persecution, and get very near the accomplishment of his purpose, but the Lord says, "Now will I arise"! My
saints are to be preserved. They are so dear to Me, and so also is this
20
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would-be persecutor and murderer of them! Oh! the heights and
depths of grace! Jesus, in the councils of eternity, had set His love
upon Sau!' The Father had given him to Him to redeem and purchase
with His own most precious blood, and nothing therefore changes the
affection and determination of Jehovah-Jesus.
11

Determined to save, He watched o'er my path,

While, Satan' B· blind slave, I sported with death."
And having loved His own from everlasting, He loves them utterly,
unchangeably, even to the end.- Saul, a poor, blind, helpless man,
instead of the ardent, strong, injurious blasphemer, is led by the
hand and brought into the very city for which he was bound-not now
as the persecutor, but as a broken, helpless, humbled child! "Sanl,
Saul, why persecutest thou Me 1 Who art Thou, Lord 1" See the
urgency and concern, the intense yearning over this prodigal! When
the Lord calls the name of His servant out twice it always bespeaks
import and command (Abraham! Abraham! Moses! Moses !), and
ofttimeB signal deliverance. And here do we not see how the exact
moment had arrived," The appointed time rolled on apace,
Not to propose, but call by grace."
And so Saul is stayed; his call has come, and" Thus the eternal council ran,
Almighty grace, arrest that man ! ' "
I

Almighty, invincible, irresistible grace must conquer even a slaying
Saul, subdue his rebel heart, and bring him down a willing captive to
Jesus' feet. With what Divine majesty mnst His call have come!
Ah, when Jesns speaks to a Saul, it is with the voice of Divine Power
and Authority and Kingship. "Who art Thou, Lord 1 " asks Sau!'
You see he calls him Lord-recognizing it was no ordinary voice nor
person Who spake to him. He owns Him Master, and is now a gracehumbled subject of the King of kings. "Who art Thou, Lord 1" "I
am Jesus, Whom Thou persecutest." The very persecution done to
My people is done to Me. "Whoso offendeth one of these little ones,
it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck."
Oh, heware, dear children of God, lest we oppress anyone of His
" little ones." The Lord will " stop the way" of those that oppress,
and He will say unto the souls of His people, "I am thy salvation."
He will not have His little ones offended. He will not have them
touched to their hurt nor wounded in heart or body without repaying
their persecutors. Those evil children who mocked J ehovah's aged
servant Elisha, met with solemn retribution when" there came forth
two she-bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of
them."
.
And those who had so murderonsly plotted against His dear servant
Daniel had their desert! "And the king commanded, and they
brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into
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the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives! and the lions
had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever
they came at the bottom of the den."
Oh, yes, a shield is over the righteous! The Angel Presence encamps
round about His fearing ones to deliver them. No smell of fire was
traceable on those three Hebrew youths when they were rescued from
the fiery furnace. No lion's jaw opened to devour the Lord's dear
servant Daniel, who was thrown into the den. "Ho, ye papists," called
a dying martyr, "you like miracles. Come and see this one. I am
in the fire, but do not feel its heat." And one can gratefully and
adoringly believe that those deal' servants of God who have gone
through the horrors of this appalling war, have not felt the scorching
fire, the deadly guns, nor the atrocities of this barbarous, murderous
assault. A grace-taught youth, after his first experience of this baptism of fire, wrote his godly parent from the trenches, such was the
peace of God in his soul amidst the deadly doings, and in spite of it all,
and so grand were God's promises, that he felt lifted right up upon a
rock. What a comfort to anxious hearts now to think that whatever
happened to that dear lad in this great push and onslaught, he was
safe on the Rock and hidden in Christ, so that all was well.
" In time and to eterna.l days, 'tis with the righteous well."
Another verbal testimony came with sweet power to the writer's
heart from one straight home from the big attack in Flanders. His
fragrant converse was a rare delight, and he could testify so freely and
gratefully to the keeping grace and Covenant faithfulness of his God.'
In spite of all the terrors and horrors of this latest attack, his" heart
and mind were sustained in perfect peace. I needed to go out there to
have all that I had learned at home confirmed, and it was so. Whilst,
on the other hand, all else out of and apart from Christ and His finished
work is hollow and unsatisfying." Oh, abundantly does the Lord
preserve and shield, bless and comfort! There is !J> Hand stretched
out on their behalf and also against their enemies. Thus far, and no
farther! The enemy may be permitted to go to great lengths, but
there is a limit. Saul must be arrested in his mad career; the dear
disciples at Damascus are to be preserved. The· persecution of the
saints was as done to Him, and well He knows and shares, as a FellowSufferer the pangs which rend their hearts and the fears which possess
their minds. Within a few miles of reaching his goal, the persecutor
is arrested and stayed, and the objects of his cruel errand and bloody
pursuit are saved. He is now led by the hand into the very city
whither he was bound, but not as the hot-blooded zealot,. but as a
blind, subdued, submissive man. No longer" Satan's blind slave and
sporting with death," but a new-born subject of King Jesus, and translated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear
Son. He is there to testify to the invincible, overcoming grace which
has conquered him.! even him! "But when it pleased God," is his
after testimony, " Who separated me from my mother's womb, and
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called me by His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach
Him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and
blood," etc.
. Now he is crying in childlike, submissive obedience, "Lord, what wilt
Thou have me to do 1" He is to learn how suffering is part of the
children's legacy. "I will show him how great things he must suffer
for My sake"; and Paul well knew what suffering meant in its intensity
after his call by grace. But he could say with gracious, humble confi·
dence, "If we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him." Nothing would separate him from His Lord and Saviour. He was" persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth,
nor any other creature shall be able to separate us from the love which
is in Ohrist Jesus our Lord."
Now shines out the marvellous mercy, the exceeding grace of God
in forgiving and rescuing chief sinners. Paul could indeed make his
boast in the Lord. "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Ohrist Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
am chief." He was in his own estimation the very chiefest of sinners.
He never forgot the scar of his life as " consenting" unto the beloved
Stephen's martyrdOlp. Bnt he knew and rejoiced in a full and free
salvation, a freely forgiven, as also a much-loved, pardoned, justified
sinner. What tenderness, what gentleness, what loving forgiveness
was ever after exemplified in the beloved apostle! 'Oh! that· Voice
had penetrated into and vibrated through his very heart-strings.
"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me 1 It is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks."
What you are doing to the saints, you are doing to Me! The very
apple of my eye is touched as you stretch forth your hand to hurt one
of the Lord's anointed.
Oh, may the Lord give us each a very tender conscience, a grace-constrained heart, and a meek and gentle spirit, that at all times we may
seek Him, our Great Example, as the Director of our conduct; and that
we may not by lip or action, word or deed, hurt one of His little ones
for whom He died, grieve the Holy Spirit of God, or bring about an
unholy severance of heart and fellowship in public or private. May
we walk together in the same heavenward path; may we be "knit
together" with the saints in holy bands of fellowship, and may we
" live as brethren," sink minor differences too paltry for notice when
viewed in the light of eternity, and "adorn the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things," and thus glorify Him in our bodies and in our
spirits which are His! And, children of God! may grace so exercise
your hearts that should your way be painful and hedged up, and
dangers and difficulties threaten you, you may remember those saints
at Damascus, who proved how "just at the last distressing hour
their God displayed delivering power." For every saint there is a
fixed moment for Divine interposition and delive,rance.
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" The saints should never be dismayed,
Nor sink in hopeless fear,

For when they least expect His aid,
The Saviour will appear.
Thus Abraham found: he raised the knife,
God saw, and sa.id,

I

Forbear!

Yon ram shaU yield his meaner life:
Behold the victim there.'
Once David seemed Sau!'s certain prey:
But hark I the foe's at hand;
Saul turns his arms another way
To save the invaded land.
Blest proofs of power and grace divine,
That meet us in His Word:
May every deep-felt care of mine
Be trusted with the Lord!
Wait for His seasonable aid,
And, though it tarry, wait;
The promise may be long delayed,
But cannot come too late."

Sermon!l an]) N otea of

R.

,SetmOllfl.

THE HOLY SPIRIT OF POWER.

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON
AT ST. MARY·LE,PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" And, behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you: but tarry ye
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high."
-LUKE xxiv. 49.
.

FAITH can live upon invisible things. The eleventh of Hebrews says:
" Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen," and though those dear disciples saw nothing from day to day,
yet their faith remained active. Faith and hope in this particular are
alike. Just as it is written: "What a man seeth, why doth he yet hope
for 1 " it is equally true, " What a man seeth not, doth he yet believingly wait for." He has the blessing, it is while the people of God are
waiting, they are believing. Had the Lord not dealt with us as He
has, namely, had He not kept us on many an occasion waiting upon
Him on the faith of His Word, dear children of God, we should not
have known our God as we now know Him. "They that wait upon
the Lord" are just those who" renew their strength"; who" mount
up with wings as eagles"; who run and are not weary; who walk
and do not faint. They that wait upon the Lord are sure, quite sure,
upon the ground of His promises, that He will appear. He will appear,
and He will work. "l will work," He says, "'and who shall let it 1 "
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The Lord must be left to His Own sovereignty in the choice of times,
and occasions, and men, and instruments. That is where iaith is perfected in her waiting on the Lord. She always gives the Lord time to
work. Flesh and blood do not; nature does not; we, apart from
grace, do not; our time is always ready. But the grace of faith in the
. heart of the believer speaks the same language as God Himself speaks.
Faith in the heart-the grace of faith-thinks God's thoughts, and
therefore sufficient for faith that the Lord has promised. Faith waits
assured that He will speak in the end, that the vision, though it tarry,
" will not lie."
Now I take it, this was the frame of soul in which the dear disciples
were found during those ten silent days when no Voice came from
Heaven, no Providence seemed to be in operation for them. Faith
must be tested, and patience must be proved. And then another
thing; another reason possibly was that those dear disciples were to be
taught practically their helplessness, their helplessness really to be
engaged in the Lord's service apart from the enablings of God the Holy
Ghost. The Lord taught them before He left them, "You must not
put your hand to any spiritual work until you are endued with
power from on High to do it. 1f you are tempted to anticipate the
Promise, your work will be a failure; it will only bring you confusion
of face, and it will bring Me no glory." That only glorifies the Lord
which is the work of the Spirit in His people. All else is nothing other
than wood, hay, and stubble, fuel for the fire; but that which is the
work of the Spirit abideth, and is represented by precious things"gold, silver, precious stones." And so if those dear disciples had
attempted any spiritual work in public, it would have comprised, as I
have said already, nothing better in the result than "wood, hay,
stubble."
" Tarry at Jerusalem till." That little word is full of force-a Divine
co=and, till. The Lord will settle when that "till" shall expire.
The Lord fixes His own opportnnities, He makes circumstances of need
for His people, and when their need is at its greatest, God is at His best
to satisfy that need. But the need of God's people must mature itself
or be matured; the Lord will not bless His people too soon nor too
late. Ten days, therefore, He fixed-not too lllany nor too fewsufficient for the Lord's purpose. And so all the waiting seasons of the
Lord's saints, being God-appointed, will just rWl their course accordingly. The Lord will not alter that which He has fixed, and He will not
go behind His Own counsels. "My counsel shall stand," He says,
" and I will do all My pleasure." No doubt, then, the disciples learned
this profitable lesson during the ten days-that they could do nothing
apart from the Holy Spirit for the ordering of their Master's Kingdom
and the maintenance of His glory. May we learn, dear friends, that
lesson for ourselves. May we be kept silent and waiting till the Lord
vouchsafe us power for any call that He may address to us. Those
dear men were called to the work, but they were not yet qualified for
the work, hence the Lord bids them tarry at His footstool. And may
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we learn like that, dear friends, to follow on, lest we put our hands
hastily to the Lord's work, lest we utter words of testimony which He
has not fitted to our lips. The word the Lord prospers, remember, is
just the selfsame word that goeth forth out of His mouth-My word
that goeth forth out of My mouth shall not return unto Me void, it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto I send it.
Now Peter, James, and John, and the rest, they must not affect
to speak and to teach others until they are granted power from
on High-all is weakness besides. If you look with me into the 2nd
Epistle to Timothy, in the 1st chapter and the 7th verse, you will
find a reference to the Spirit of power: "For God hath not given us
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind."
The fact that we have any spiritual power, any spiritual love, or that
we have a spiritually sound mind, we must attribute to the gift of God.
"God hath not given us the spirit of fear," but something-altogether
the opposite of that. Cf course the fear referred to there is legal fear,
which comes of being under the law for justification-subject to the
law in every aspect of its holy character. Now the Lord has not given
His Own true quickened people the spirit of such a fear, but, on the
other hand, He has given them the Spirit of power and the Spirit of
love and the Spirit of a sound mind. Now let us honour the Spirit---the
Holy Spirit, Who is the One great Agent in producing these blessings
in our experience, in our hearts, and may we look to Him to be fourid
in a Pentecostal readiness for Him to further us-for He grants increas- .
ing measures of Himself as the "Spirit of power, of love, and of -a
sound mind "-that we may grow thereby. We are like plants, small
in our beginnings, but destined to grow-the blade, the ear, and the full
corn in the ear, thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and an hundredfold-" From
Me is thy fruit found." God giveth the increase-giveth. That we
grow is because we are gifted; that we bring forth - increase,
it is of the Lord, the Spirit. And is not this our prayerful
desire, children of God, that we may grow, grow up into Christ in
all things-grow in His holy likeness; His blessed image, grow in His
character of lowliness of heart and humility of mind, grow up into
Him in all things Who is the Head, we the members, we together the
body, all destined to be built up until the great ideal of God is accomplished. When we all come to the measure of the stature of the fulness
of Christ, the counsel of God will be finished. And that is the great
work God the Holy Ghost has now been carrying on these several millenniums; He has been building a House for the eternal habitationinhabitation-{)f Jehovah, adding day by day, stone by stone, anticipating the forth-bringing of the Top-Stone, Christ Himself. The process is carried on silently for the most part-silently, I repeat, just as
Solomon's Temple was built in silence. The Holy Ghost tells us not a
hammer was heard from the beginning to the end, and all that was
typical of the work of the Iloly Ghost in building the House of God, the
Church of the Living God, the spiritual Temple of the Most High.
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Regeneration in a sinner is a silent work; godly sorrow for sin in the
sinner is a ·silent work, it is a matter with which no other may intermeddle, the Holy. Ghost reserves it to Himself-reserves unto Himself
the office of quickening a dead sinner. The giving of a broken heart,
and the making of a contrite spirit, He reserves, again, these offices and
performances unto His Sovereign Self. And thus the work proceeds,
here a little, tl,ere a little, day by day-the work of the Spirit-silently
and deeply and powerfully carried on, and carried on mysteriously
also. "The wind bloweth where it likes, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whenc·e it cometh, and whither it goeth: so
is everyone that is begotten of the Spirit." The Holy Ghost works
in him, He works in him mystically and mysteriously, powerfully, and
always successfully-no failure in the work of the Holy Spirit. The
work which His goodness begins, the Arm of His strength ever completes, and He will deepen and continue to deepen the wcrk of His
power and grace and truth in the heart, which He has begun. He has
not given us tile spirit of a slavish fear, He has given us a Spirit of
.power and of love and of a sound mind.
Yet another reference in the Epistle to the Colossians, the 1st chapter
and the 11th verse,-part of an apostolic prayer, a prayer for the
Colossian believers. Along with thanksgiving and praise offered by
the Apostle Paul, their pastor, he begs that they may be strengthened
with all might, according to God's" glorious power." Now that is
the measure of what the Holy Spirit did on the day of Pentecost, He
strengthened the little congregation with all might according to His
Divine and most glorious power. What a wonderful expression!
And thatis the same mind with which the Holy Spirit still empowers
waiting hearts. Where there is found the work of His Own hands-a
willing mind-He will vouchsafe the desired blessing, measures of this
marvellous light, measures of this glorious strength. Bt1t He will be
waited for, and He will be waited on for it. It honours Him that His
people should spend ten days in silent expecting and waiting for the
promised blessing-the Spirit of power, the Spirit of the glorious power
of the Living God, as Jesus promised, "Ye shall receive 'power "-ye
shall receive power, Dwell on the word "receive" for a moment,
"·Ye shall receive "-borne out by Old Testament Scriptures which
refer to the gathering of the manna, day by day, by hungering,
dependent Israel. "'['hat Thou givest them they gather:' And so
Jesus says, "Ye shall receive," and He promised the grace of receptivity to the waiting people--power to receive power, power to receive
power. If our hearts were not prepared and made receptive of spiritual
things, we should not profit by them, but it is part of the work of the
Spirit to predispose and to prepare the vessel, as I before said, before
the precious treasure is placed in it. The vessel must be made of gold,
and that gold must be pure gold, beaten gold, gold without alloy, if it
is to be the recipient of Heavenly blessing. God will not place His
treasure in any vessel not the work of His Own gracious hands.
And then, if we turn to the 3rd chapter of the Epistle to the Ephe'
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'Sians, and the 20th verse, words familiar to most of you, "Now unto
Him That is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh in us. " You see there is
a power that worketh in the saints, there is a power that worketh in
believers, and if there be a power that worketh there must needs be a
Worker Whose power it is, and it is God the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of
power, Who empowers the subjects of His grace to work. "Now unto
Him That is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh in ns." Ob, for grace to
ask still more largely the spiritual blessings the Lord has promised.
"Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." Oh, for a God-opened
mouth of faith in prayer that we may receive more largely than hitberto.
We have as yet, fellow·believers, seen only parts of His ways, and let
me qualify that word "parts" by saying we have seen only small
parts of His ways, but greater things than these shall ye see, " because
I go to My Father" and send down the Spirit of power, power in
prayer, power in patience, power to wait, after ha.ving asked power to
watch unto prayer with all perseverance.
Now may the Lord dispose us to these things for Christ's sake.
Amen.
JACOB'S SONS AND MOSES' TRIBES.

VI.
ISSACHAR, the fifth son, which Leah bare to Jacob, although in the
order of naming put after Zebulon, his sixth son, even as the patriarch
had previously done in the case of Ephraim and Manasseh, was to find
the blessing of the Lord J ehovah in dwelling in his tents, and to rejoice
in that blessing, even as Zebulon was to rejoice in his of going down to
the sea in ships. Issachar was to follow the peaceful employment of
Jacob, that" plain man," his father, who" dwelt in tents," surrounded
by the rich and abundant pastures and fat lands of Esdraelon. There,
by the Lord's blessing, this tribe in the lot of their inheritance in the
land of Canaan, should find also a full enjoyment of David's prayertheir garners full, affording all manner of store, their sheep bringing
forth thousands and ten thousands in their streets (or sheep.walks),
their oxen strong to labour in ploughing their fields, and threshing out
their corn, and no complaining in their streets. Well may he add of
such, " Happy is that people that is in such a case; yea, bappy is that
people whose God is the Lord." A hint from Dr. Gill on the literal
meaning is noteworthy: "His couching down between two burdens,
one hanging on one side and another on the other, might be sacks of
corn or anything else carried by these creatures, which when they came
into a good pasture, and for the sake of that and ease, would lie down
with their burdens on them, and rise up again with them." Viewed
spiritually and experimentally, is it not so many times with the dear,
tried children of God, walking in the narrow way wherein Christ's
quickened ones are led, with a burden of felt guilt on one side, and a
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burden of bondage to the law of works on the other, till they come to
the fat pasture and feast of fat things, Christ, seen by faith in His sinatoning death, Christ in His finished, full and eternal salvation-where
they are loosed, and the burdens roll off them into Christ's sepulchre ~
Yet, they 6nd later on another two burdens on them, making them
stoop, viz., fear on one side and care on the other. This shows them
their deep need of having Jesus, the Burden Bearer, not only as their
Righteousness bnt as their Strength, and their need of realizing their
interest in Jesus, as Paul, whenhe said, "When I am weak, then am
I strong." Thus he could exhort the Lord's struggling family to " be
strong in the Lord; and in tbe power of His might."
iI

Weak in myself, in Him I'm strong;
His Spirit's voice I hear,

The wa.y I wa.lk cannot be wrong
If Jesus be but there."-(Hart.)
So God's Gentile elect sow the fields and plant vineyards which yield
fruits of increase. He blesseth them also, so that they are multiplied
greatly, and He suffereth not their cattle to decrease.
A man of truth, visiting a friend he had not seen for a good many
years, said to him, "You have a nice place here; the Lord has blessed
your basket and your store." "Yes," replied his friend, "that is so ;
but you remember it is added,-what we may have to prove in the
time-state-' Again they are minished and brought low, through
oppression, "fllic~ion, and sorrow.''' The vanity of all time-things
shows the unspeakable mercy and' blessedness of being put in possession
of treasure,in heaven that faileth not, and of having an interest in that
kingdom of grace and glory that cannot be moved.
It is further said of the tribe or children of Issachar (1 Chron. xii. 32),
that they were" men that had understanding of the times, to know
what Israel ought to do. . . . And all their brethren were at their
commandment." So in Gospel times we find the Apostle Paul one of
these. He had both Ullderstanding and knowledge of the times and
of the opposition Satan, and those in his interest, made against the
purity and fulness of the doctrine of grace, and took his stand for
Christ as against the then incipient, embryo Antichrist, and all his
innovations, "to whom," said he, "we gave place by subjection, no
not for an hour, that the truth of the Gospel might continue with you"
(Gal. ii. 5). That was his firm, immovable attitude towards the false
brethren who envied them their Gospel liberty, and were zealously
affected to set aside the doctrine of Christ and bring them into bondage.
Has not the same tiring been done, acted, and reacted in the Church
of the Gospel dispensation from Paul's day unto this very day ~ Who
that can discern" the times," so as to understand some doings of the
present day, can fail to see the same opposition to Christ's Gospel and
the glory, fulness, excellency, and sufficiency thereof, the efforts to set
it aside in order to bring in all the bondage, superstition, will-worship,
and idolatry of the Roman Antichrist ~ May He Who in David's day
overthrew the counsel of Ahithophel, also this day overthrow that

•
The Gospel Magazine

313

counsel which is working to dethrone the Protestant religion and to
re-establish the heresies of Rome!
To know what Israel ought to do, considered from a national point
of view, raises the question, Can a nation do what it ought to do in
governing, if it aim not, as David (2 Sam. xxiii. 3). to be just, ruling in
the fear of God, or if it be not a terror to evil·doers and a praise to them
that do well! (Rom. xiii. 3; 1 Pet. 2. 14). Can a nation seeure a
standing in the "righteousness that exalteth a nation" if it declines
the elementary law of justifying the righteous man, and condemning
and punishing the wicked! (Dent. xxv. 1). King Josiah did that which
was right in the sight of the Lord when he began to purge Judah and
Jerusalem from the carved images and the molten images, and ordered
and witnessed the breaking down of the images, and when he cut down
the carved images and the molten images, and break them in pieces
and made dust of them. He was, though but a youth, a man of understanding. and in that matter he knew what Israel ought to do. If
that was a necessity of the times, and a doing of that which was acceptable in God's sight, how long shall it be till the same thing be again
done in England! It was done in Edward VI's reign, and in Elizapeth's, and through the apostasy of these latter years it needs yet
again to be done, if we will avoid the just indignation of a jealous God,
a God Who is not to be worshipped by idols, or in any other way not
appointed in His Word. Did we ever then, since the days of Edward,
Elizabeth, and' of Cromwell, stand more in need of "men that had
understanding of the times to know what (England) ought to do " !
Will any man, having respect to the authority of God or His Word, as
knowing it to be for ever settled in heaven, say it would not be doing
right in His sight, and a thing acceptable to Him to-day, to do again
as in Josiah's reign and in King Edward VI's reign 1 or that anything
short of this will avert His holy displeasure against all the idolatry
ingrained in and continually displayed by the Papacy 1
Birkenhead.
G. A.
THE UPPER SPRINGS AND THE NETHER SPRINGS.
JOSHUA xv. 19.
IN the account of the portioning of the land of Israel we have one
of the sweet little interludes which occur sometimes amongst long
enumerations of names and places. Achsah was Galeb's daughter.
She was given to her husband as a reward or recognition of his deed
of bravery in taking Kirjath-sepher. Othniel her hnsband was Caleb's
nephew, being the son of Kenaz, the brother of Oaleb. Achsah seems·
to have had an acquiring disposition. She induced her husband to
ask for a field from her father. He gave her one in the south land,
but not content with this gift, which was probably dry, without water
or wells (a feature so common in Palestine), seeing her father" she
lighted off her ass," as Rebekah did of old when she first saw lsaac,
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and upon her father inquiring her wish, she said, " Give me a blessing;
for thou hast given me a south land; give me also springs of water."
Her request was granted. "He gave her the upper springs and the
nether springs."
Now, dear reader, do we not see in this literal account a spiritual
parable ~ The Bride of Christ is given to Him the Overcomer, the
Conqueror of sin, Satan, and death. She has a gift of a sUlmy portion,
the south country. But in itself it is dry and unsatisfying. She
asks for a blessing. She is not content without living, refreshing
streams to make her land glad. She seeks Divine blessing, for what
are earthly possessions without Christ ~ She craves living streams,
living water.' And He gives the upper springs and the nether springs,
springs on the hills and in the valley. He energizes the whole land.
There are constant references to springs and wells and fountains
in the Ho.!y Scriptures. "He turneth thy ground into water springs."
"I will make . . . the dry land springs of water" We read of
Abraham speaking with Abimelech claiming a well that he had digged
which Abimelech's servants had "violently taken away." Tn~
possession was duly attested, and Abraham called the place Beer-sheba,
the well of the oath. This name has become familiar to us during
these wonderful days of Palestine's recovery from the Turks. Again,
Isaac contested the wells of Abraham which had been stopped by
the Philistines, and he digged them again. There was strife with the
men of Gerar about several wells which Isaae and his servants successively digged. Isaac called the name of the well Sheba, "therefore
the name of the city is Beersheba unto this. day." In later years
Jacob first saw Rachel by a well, and many years afterwards Jesu.
Himself, "being wearied with His journey," sat on ;racob's well, and
in His ever memorable conversation with the woman of Samaria
spoke of the water that He should give, "a well of water springing
up into everlasting life." And so we find much importance was
attached to wells and springs and fountains in a naturally dry country.
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit we may see in the upper
and nether springs the necessity to the child of God, even in a smooth
and prosperous earthly life, of something more. There is a want--a
thirst--a longing desire. Life is stagnant nere without the living
fountains by which Christ alone can cheer and refresh. We want
springs of living water, not stagnant water; we want springs above
and below, springs all over. The upper springs on the hills speak
of the life of the soul, the nether springs the body ',\ 1ich springs up
with "the water that I shall give ,him" into everlasting life. The
upper springs and nether springs shall join in the crystal well of life.
The upper springs draw heart and soul up to Him-the nether springs
vivify and refresh the sojourn here. The upper springs satisfy with
spiritual blessings, the nether springs fill all joys here with something
sweet which Christless hearts have never known'. "All my heart to
Thee is springing," exclaims the believer. We shall not rest, dear
child of God, in a dry and thirsty land where no water is. "The thirsty
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land shall become springs of water," and we shall drink of the living
water which He Himself giveth, and having drunk shall never thirst
agam.
Christ satisfieth the longing soul. "Tell me not of aught beside"
is the cry of the heart when brought to the banqueting house and
under the banner of love. Christ's people are to Him a sealed fountain,
"a spring shut up," or "barred" as the margin puts it, barred to
the world, sl,ut up to Him, springing, but springing only in Him and
to Him. The Church is closed to all but her loving Lord. With
sealed eyes, sealed lips, sealed heart, she exclaims, "Thou shalt make
me drink of the river of Thy pleasures, for with Thee is the fountain
of life."
How He rejoices in His people's love and fidelity to Him! "My
people have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters," He mournfully
complains. They have forsaken the Lord the fountain of living waters.
Well may His people languish and faint when the Fowltain, the spring
of life, is left. His people are separated unto Him, and there is no
life, no joy, no comfort or rest--apart from Himself.
On probing the word" fountain" we find it is tpe expression of
first cause or origin, the quickening spring. The Lord of life is not
only the first canse, He is the maintainer. A spring is always in
action. So when He is the fountain or motive power of life, our
springs are all Himself, His life within ns not only bounding npward
towards Him, bnt coming down from Him. The nether springs all
converge to Him and flow from Him also.
:J'hou hast given the south land; give me a' blessing; "give me a/si}
springs of water." The blessing of His favour is displayed in many
sweet surroundings, but to the loving heart the personal touch is
everything.
.. From the hest bliss that earth imparts
We turn unfilled to Thee again."
It is so with earthly affection-it is not the presents but the presence
that gives real joy and content. "Earth is a desert drear " without
Him, and we can confidently declare from experience with John
Newton:- .
"How tedious and tasteless the hours
When Jesus no longer I see;
Sweet prospects, sweet birds, and sweet flowers
Have lost all their sweetness with me;
The midsummer sun shines but dim,
The fields strive in vain to look gay,
But when I am happy in Him,
Decemb,er's as pleasant as May."

In the description of God's love and favour to His people we read
(Isa. xlix. 10), "They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the
heat or sun smite them: for He that hath mercy on them shall lead
them, even by the springs of water shall He guide them," Thus springs
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of water are among His choicest delights for His redeemed people.
And in the sublime Book of Revelation, in the marvellous description
of the scenes following the sealing of the tribes of Israel, and the
"after this" of the great multitude which no man could number,
and the worship round the throne before the Lamb, we read (Rev. vii.
17), "The Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them,
and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes." What a picture this is-feeding,
leading, comforting. Our Beloved is always the same. He is feeding,
leading, comforting now. Wha~t will it be when we reach the upper
springs, the living fountains of waters up there. Our poor perceptions
even here, as they are strengthened by the power of the Holy Spirit,~
see more and more the beauty of the changeless Lover of our souls.
The south land dries, the love and loveliness here wane. "Only,
only Christ keeps His greenness and beauty, and remaineth what He
was. Oh! if He were more and more excellent to our apprehensions
than ever He was, whose excellency is above all apprehensions, and
still more and more sweet to our taste. I care for nothing if so be I
were nearer to Him, and yet He flieth not from me: I flee from Him,
~ but Hepursueth." Ah, what a mercy! "He pursueth ":'-the "love
that sweetly forced me "-" till He find it," and finding, "Iayeth on
His shoulders rejoicing."
"'hat wonder that" the beloved of the Lord" crave His perpetual
indwelling and His blissful presence! The words" living fountains of
waters" indicate His many refreshments. He is the Fountain of
joy, the Source of strength, the Spring of life, the Radiance of light,
the Healer of sickness. He is"My God, the spring of all my joys,
The'life of my delights,
The glory of my brightest days,
And comfort of my nights."

Ah! dear reader, do not rest satisfied with south land which is
valueless without the living springs of water. Like Achsah desire more,
desire much, and He will give. Caleb gave more than his daughter
asked. She asked for springs of water. He gave her the upper
springs and nether springs. So with our heavenly Father; ,He bestows
abundantly. There were three gifts that Achsah asked-blessing,
south land, springs of water-and he gave. How much more will He
give you.
" Oh! Christ, He is the Fountain,
The deep, sweet well of love!
The streams on earth I've tasted,
MOTe deep I'll drink above;
There to an ocean fulness
His mercy doth expand,
And glory, glory dwelleth
In Immanuel's land."
NETTlE.
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THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PREACHED IN SEVINGTON PARISH
CHURCH, ASHFORD, KENT, ON SUNDAY EVENING, MAy 26TH, 1918,
BY THE REV. R. J. NOYES, RD., RECTOR.

" And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
your hearts, C7ying, Abba, Father."-GALATIANS iv. 6.

IN this Scripture we have the three Persons of the Holy Trinity.
" God "-the "Father"; "His Son "-Christ Jesus; and "The
Spirit of His Son "-the Holy Spirit.
The doctrine of the Trinity in Unity is taught in my text, yet not,
as in our Church Creeds, in a formal or didactic way, but in an experimental way, as learned by heart experience in the school of Ohrist.
" And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying Abba, Father." I would endeavour to treat
this great foundation truth brought before us to-day in this scriptural
way, and may the Holy Spirit Himself be my Teacher and yours.
I. God's believing people are called His" children," and His" sons,"
and we must not consider these names as synonymous, but carefully
distinguish between them. The original Greek word generally (but
not invariably), translated" children" in the A.V. of the Scriptures,
implies birth. God's children are such, inasmuch as they are" born
from above"; "born of God."
_
. But the word usually translated" sons" implies l.:inship, relationship, and heirship.
Now if we carefully read the near context of my text, and then
another passage of Holy Scripture, we may see this clearly. First,
then, 00. 1-7: "Now I say, that the heir, as long as he is a child,
differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; but is under
tutors and governors until- the time appointed of the father. Even
so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of
the world: but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth
His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that
were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth tbe Spirit of His Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a
servant but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ."
From this passage, and the illustration used, we learn that the status
of a son-is higher than that of a child, and that God's children are, in
the riches of His grace, put into the position of " sons," and this they
know by the Spirit crying, in their hearts, "Abba, Father." Moreover, if sons, then are they heirs of God through Christ (v. 7).
Now let us look at Rom. viii. 14-17, where tbe distinction between
the two names "sons» and "children" is maintained. "AI> nl&uy
as are led by_ the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." The
emphatic word here is "sons." This is proved in a similar manner to
the way it is proved in Gal. iv. 5-7, which we have just considered.
" For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye
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have received the Spirit of adoption " (the literal meaning of the Greek
. word translated" adoption," is placing in the position 0/ sons); " whereb,y we cry Abba, Father." "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs;
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ."
II. How do the Lord's people-His children, become His sons 1
a,. By His Sovereign will and grace, as we are taught in Eph. i. 4,
et seg. "In love having .predestinated us unto the adoption of
children" (but correctly translated in R.V., 'adoption of sons')
"by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His
will, to the praise of the glory of His grace."
As Dr. Robert Hawker puts it in his beautiful hymn :" Abba's love first gave ns being,

When in Christ, in that vast plan
Abba chose the Church in Jesus,
Long before the world began.
Oh, what love the Father bore us ! .
Oh, how precious in His sight,
When He gave His Church to Jesns-

Jesus, His whole soul's delight."

b. Our adoption, or placing in the position of sons, was accomplished
through redemption-the redemption of Christ.
In the chapter before us, Gal. iv. vv. 4 and 5, it is written: "But
when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the
law, t'hat we might receive the adoption of sons,."
r- Similarly, Ef'h. i. 5-7 : "Having predestinated us unto the adoption
of children [Gk. sons] by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein
He hath made us accepted in the beloved: in Whom we have
REDEMPTION '£HROUGH HIS BI,OOD."

"Though our nature's fall in Adam
Seemed to shut us out from God,
Thus it was His counsel brought us
Nearer still through Jesus' blood;
For in Him we found redemption,

Grace and glory in the Son;
Oh, the height and depth of mercy,
Christ and all the saints are one!"

Ill. But how do God's children come to know, realize, and enjoy
this marvellous privilege 1
The text supplieS'the answer. "Because ye are sons." Note that
it is not written, "In order that ye may become" sons, but, " Because
ye are sons "-adopted of God, placed in the position of sons through
Christ's ~nished work, His wonderful redemption (v. ~-" Because ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father." He convinces them of sin, and shows them
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their need of an Almighty Saviour, and then leads them to Christ. By
" the ministry of reconciliation," contrite sinners come to know that
God is their Father, eternally reconciled to them in Christ, and believing
the glad tidings of the Gospel, that" Him Who knew no sin, God made
to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in
Him," they are reconciled-to God, and the Holy Spirit bears witness of
this in their hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
But there is a step higher in the calling of God's people. (v. 7) "If
a son, then an heir of God through Christ," and Rom. viii. 17, " And
if children, then heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ; if so
be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together."
When these truths of grace are known by the teaching of the Holy
Spirit, then the doctrine of the Trinity in Unity is learned in an experi·
mental way.
IV. But you may ask: What is the meaning of the two words,
" Abba, Father " ~
Time forbids that I do more than just toMh upon this. (a)" Abba "
is the way the Hebrew or Chaldee word for" Father" was pronounced
in our Lord's day. As you know, the New Testament was written in
the Greek language. Here, the Hebrew or Chaldee. word " Abba " is
first written in Greek lett<'rs, and tllen translated- by its Greek equi·
valent. Thus the Jewish saint would cry" Abba," and the Greek (in
his own language) "Father." For all are one in Christ Jesus. There
is neither Jew nor Greek in Him (see Gal. iii. 28, and Col. iii. 11).
b.1t has been remarked that this name" Abba" is the same, whether
spelled forwards or backwards, and that this may shadow the truth'
that our God is the same gracious God of His people, both in times of
prosperity and in times of adversity.
"I am the Lord," He saith, "I change not; therefore ye sons of
Jacob are not consumed" (Mal. iii. 6).
" We know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to His purpose." Quoting
once more Dr. Hawker :B

Hence through all the changing seasonsTrouble, sickness, sorrow, woo,

Nothing changeth God's affection,
Abba's love sball bring us throngh."

BROTHERLY LOVE.
Joseph made himself known to his brethren, as we are all
aware, he referred simply and unrestrainedly to that action of theirs
which long before had brought him down to Egypt, assuring them
that he saw in it, not their hand, but the hand of God Who had
prepared and established him a ruler and a deliverer. Was it not
because his God instructed him that he spoke so freely to them of
w~at had been ~ So that when he fell on their necks and kissed
WHEN
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them, when he talked with them, laded their asses for his father,
gave them clothes and money, they knew that nothing remained
to be cast into their teeth. J oseph had spoken all his mind, and he
loved them still. Is it not so that the people of God rejoice in their
Saviour, and will rejoice when they see Him face to face 1 All their
sin has been revealed, and made known-nothing has been hid and
covered to be brought against them in the future. They will not, as
they sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, fear that some reproach
awaits them, but their righteousness shall be as the light, and their
judgment as the noonday.
J oseph's love to his brethren had survived all their unkindness,
all his own trials, all the years of .separation. Their father and their
home were his. They were of one flesh and bone, of one name, of
one native place. The family bond was strong then, and it is strong
still, though in these last days it is threatened by the enemy of God
and man. People listen with more or less sympathy to the losses of
others-but they weep over their own. The little new-corners may
be admired by strangers, but to the inner circle bring a never-failing
love. Thus we are invited in Gen. xxii. 20 to share Abraham's interest
when news came to him tliat after, such a long time his brother Nahor
was no longer childless.
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity," the Psalmist said. Indeed, if he contemplated
his own family, which" was not so with God," he might behold how
dreadful was the opposite. But no doubt at the time he was thinking
of the sacred union in the love of God, he was thinking of his brethren
and companions whose fellowship in the courts of God's house he
often longed for. And he would still have said the same thing if he
had seen the New Covenant days when with one heart and soul the
Church of Christ served and loved each the other~ne in name-their Father the same God-their Redeemer the same Jesus-their
Enlightener and Guide the same Spirit and Comforter. This unbreakable bond of love subsists to .this day between the sons and daughters
of the Lord Almighty. An irresistible power draws them to each
other, a heavenly reality animates their intercourse. They have the
same joys, the same pleasures, the same fears and hopes, the same
possessions, the same prospects.
And so it was no wonder that" R." and I were cheered the otber
Tuesday on our train journey to Blagdon, where we were going for
three days, when we saw the passenger opposite us put down his
Daily Express and pull out a GOSPEL MAGAZINE. We had to change
at Yatton, but never once thought of leaving him without a word of
recognition. He knew Mr. Houghton and the friends at Bath, but
it was not so much what was said as the sweet feeling of the Lord's
favour, His accompanying aud tender mercy, that warmed our spirits
as we left the station. And it was not the last kind providence of
the few days of our going into the fields and lodging in the villages.
We visited again the Rock of Ages, and read again the tablets in
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Toplady's church tower, .where M.r. Ormiston, loved of his God and
loving, led the hymn. Past it is now. He is at home and at rest,
and we, bound with him in the bundle of life, are not less blessed,
though still toiling here.
l!'OLLOWER-ON.
HYMNS AND HYMN WRITERS.
[Fr01n the" Family Herald," Montreal, Canada, FebTuary, 1918.]
•

THE LORD IS KING.
All hail the power of Jesu's Name;
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the Royal Diadem
To crown Him Lord of all.
Let high·born seraphs tune the lyre,
And as they tune it, fall
Before His face Who tunes their choir,
And crown Him Lord of all.
Crown Him, ye morning stars of light.
Who fix'd this floating ball ;
Now hail the strength of Israel's might,
And crown Him Lord of all.
Crown Him, ye martyrs of your God
Who from His altar call ;
Extol the stem of J esse's rod,
And crown Him Lord of all.
Ye seed of Israel's chosen race,
Ye ransomed of the fall,
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him Lord of all.
Hail Him, ye heirs of David's line,
Whom David Lord did call,
The God Incarnate, Man Divine,
And crown Him Lord of all.
Sinners! whose love can ne'er forget
The wormwood, and the gall,
Go--spread your trophies at His feet,
And crown Him Lord of all.
Let every tribe and every tongne
That bound Creation's call,
Now shout in universal song
The crowned Lord of all.

A then well known monthly, called the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, published
in November; 1779, a new hymn tune set to the first verse of the
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hymn printed above. The tune, afterwards known as Miles Lane,
from an Independent Chapel in that London roadway, where it was
at once used, contained elements of popularity, and there was at once
a demand for more of the hymn to which it was set. The April
number of the magazine gave the hymn exactly as reproduced here,
furnished from the manuscript of Rev. Edward Perronet, the author,
by William Shrubsole, the composer of the tune, then twenty years of
age, a former chorister of Canterbury Cathedral. Mr. Shrubsole was
the son of a master mastmaker in his Majesty's shipyards at Sheerness,
Kent, and was a godly man who became a lay preacher and, also wrote
several hymns, including "Arm of the Lord, awake, awake," and
" Zion awake, thy strength anew." ·He was a well-known member of
the Bible Society, of the Religious Tract Society, and the London
.Missionary Society. He died as one of the Secretaries to the Treasury
in 1829. His tune is as popular to-day as ever.
Another successful ttme to the same hymn, "Coronation," was
written by Oliver Holden, a New England carpenter who became a
teacher and seller of music. He also wrote several hymns, few of
which are in use to-day, although' " They who seek a throne of grace,"
by him, is met with in some of the United States hymn-books.
In 1785 appeared an important little volume entitled" Occasional
Verses," edited by one of Peronnet's friends, but with an introduction
by himself, in which he says: "The following miscellaneous productions were not originally intended for public view, as they are but
the unpremeditated effusions of mere private amusement, and only
occasionally shown by way of personal respect to a handful of the
friends of the author; who haviug entrusted a copy of these, and
many others, to a particular acquaintance, has been at length persuaded to admit of their being made public." The Coronation Hymn
was included in this collection.
A few years later the Rev. John Duncan, LL.D., minister of the
Scots Church, Golden Square, London, sent the hymn, slightly altered
for the use of his own congregation, to the compiler of Dcbell's
" Selection," who made the mistake of crediting Dr. Duncan with its
authorship. This mistake has occasioned confusion which exists to
the present day, although there is absolutely no doubt that it was
the "Iork of Rev. Edward Perronet. The changes in the hymn to
be noticed in many of the hymn-books were mainly made by Dr.
Rippon, in a "Selection of Hymns," published in 1787.
A regular" Rupert " of evangelists was Edward Perronet, enthusi·
astic to rashness, undisciplined, eager to do much for his }\ila.ster,
impatient of control, valorous, loving, but apt to cause allxiety and
trouble to those he best loved. His grandfather, David Perronet,
went to England from Switzerland, wl)ere his father had gone for
conscience' sake and had ministered to a pou-Roman Catholic community. David's son Vincent, an Oxford graduate, became Vicar
of Shoreham, Kent, and greatly befriended the religious revival under
Wesley and Whitefield. His son Edward was intended for the ministry,
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but early in life threw in his lot with John Wesley. His first publication was "The Mitre, a Sacred Poem," satirizing and abusing the
Church clergy. John Wesley at once demanded that the book be
suppressed and withdrawn, which followed immediately.
Both Edward and his brother Charles Perronet continually incurred
Wesley's displeasure, thongh right valiant preachers both, enduring all
sorts of abuse in their work. "Edward Perronet was thrown down
and rolled in mnd and mire. Stones were hurled and windows broken,"
says Wesley's diary of the Wesleyan work in Bolton, Yorkshire.
"Charles and you," Wesley writes to Edward Perronet, "cannot, or
will not, peach where I desire.--I have a fine time between one and
the other.;' In 1755 the two brothers broke John Wesley's law that
none of his preachers were to dispense the Sacraments, bnt were with
their followers to attend the parish churches. They asserted a right
to administer the Lord's Supper as "divinely called preachers."
Soon after Edward became one of the Countess of Huntingdon's
ministers, in a chapel on Watling street, Canterbury.
Afterwards he was found pastor .of' a small Congregational chapel
in Canterbury. Eloquent, warm-hearted, impulsive, lovable, he
laboured on, mellowing with age and making less of ecclesiastical
differences, until he fell asleep in 1792. He was taken for burial to
the cloisters of the grand old Cathedral of Oauterbury, where as he
began, so his work was concluded on January 8, iu the Church of his
first love. Never a poor man, he' had chosen to endure hardness as
an eager servant of his Saviour Lord, and achieved apparentlr all
the virtues, excepting the subserviency of his own fiery will to the
direction of his snperiors. But he acknowledged One Master, even
Jesus Christ, and who shall say he did not serve Him to the best of
his ability 1 The tempestuous Peter, the dubious Thomas, the loving
John, the calculating Philip, were all alike useful members of the
great Apostolic Ministry which evangelized the world!
At any rate, as long as Christianity lasts the Church will delight
to sing" Crown Him Lord of all," as Edward Perronet taught in his
glorious hymn.
THE DYING THIEF A TYPE OF THE CHURCH.
." Thy lips, 0 my spouse, drop as an honeycomb.' honey and milk are
under thy tongue."-SONG iv. 11.
. . . "FOR further illustration of the passage throughout, let us turn
to the dying thief redeemed out of the jaws of death and hell, who represents in so lively a type the whole Church of the living God, the Bride,
the Lamb's wife. 'Deliver my soul from the sword, my darling from
the'power of the dog, save me from the lion's mouth,' was the cry of
the great Sufferer for Himself and for His Church; and straightway
he added, ' Thou hast heard Me from the horns of the unicorns.' In
that hour there hung beside Him a brand plucked out of the burning,
one of the great company that no man can number which constitutes
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the Lamb's wife; and how appropriate toward him were the words,
, Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse, look from the top of Amana,
from the lions' dens, from the mountains of the leopards.' 'A garden
enclosed, my sister, my spouse,' aud into the garden of God the ransomed Bride was that day to enter, , To-day shalt thou be with Me in
Paradise'; an earnest of all the Church that has from that hour to
this been saved from the lion's mouth. 'Thou hast ravished my heart,
my sister, my spouse, with one chain of thy neck'; hanging together
on the accursed tree, Christ was looked upon with the eye of faith by
the dying transgressor; the look entered into the heart of Jesus, , the
tiine was a time of love,' and Jesus' said unto him when he was polluted
in his own blood, Live.' It was the Son of man lifted up as the serpent
in the wilderness, that 'everyone that was bitten, when he looked
upon it should live.' This bitten one looked in the agonies of death,
and did not perish, but had everlasting life. 'Honey and milk are now
under the tongue,' which an hour before had been full of cursing and
bitterness; and when others gave Him ' gall for His meat and vinegar
for His thirst,' the lips of the newly-betrothed soul were dropping like
a honeycomb sweetest words of truth, meekness, penitence, faith, hope
and love. It was' the hour and the power. of darkness,' and the dense
smoke of the bottomless pit was rising around the Holy Sufferer; but
the fragrant incense that ascended from that grateful heart was more
welcome and refreshing than the choicest perfumes. 'How much
better is the smell of thine. ointments' than all spices! Finally, under
the heavy hand of His Father's wrath, it was not the will of the Father
nor His own that He should be so supported as to impair the truth
that' it pleased the Father to bruise Him '; and it would seem that
the brightest ray of comfort that shone upon Him was the love of this
penitent soul in the time of its espousals. Words of kindness He spoke
to others, words of entreaty on others' behalf, words of sorest agony,
and then of cahnest resignation; but in the seven utterances of those
dark hours, there is one distinguished from all the rest by its brightest
anticipations of ' the joy set before Him.' It was as if a cheering winecup had been raised to His lips, and presented to Him when "Clucified
in weakness'; and this winecup was the love of a ransomed soul,
, Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom-To-day
sha.lt thou be with me in Paradise.' A garden enclosed in heaven was
awaiting His sister, His spouse; but He could not give His bride the
assurance of safe and immediate entrance into Paradise without including Himself along with her, as taking her hither. Jesus Himself
was to be there also on the bright evening of that darkest day; it was
the joy set before Him causing Him for a moment to forget the anguish.
Such a gleam of gladness no cup of earthly wine could ever have
Iilinistered; and to the dying sinner, now the living bride, the heart of
the suffering Saviour says, 'How much better is Thy love than wine.'
"Believer, Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day and for ever;
and thy love is as precious to Him as the love of the penitent who bled
beside Him on the tree."-Dr. Moody Stuart on " The Song of Songs."
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THOUGHTS ON PSALM CXIX, 152-154.
LATE REV. W. LUSH, A.K.C., RECTOR OF STRETTON-EN-LEFIELD, ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.

. (Continued .from page 284.)

Verse 152. "Long have I known from Thy testimonies that Thou
unto eternity hast founded them." This portion of the Psalm, says
Bishop Horne, endeth with the triumph of faith over all dangers and
temptations. "Concerning Thy testimonies," the revelation of Thy
will, Thy counsels for the salvation of Thy servants, " I have known of
old," by faith, and by my own experience, as well as that of others
"that Thou hast founded them for ever," they are unalterable and
everlasting as the attributes of their great Author, and can never
fail those who rely upon them, in time or in eternity.
Verse 153. "See mine affliction and release me, for I have not forgotten Thy law." How truthfully could the human nature of Christ
-the Man of sorrows-breathe such a cry, and make use of such a
plea. Having suffered that He might succour His people-that
people who are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His boneshow sweetly does He declare that in all their afilictions He is afllicted.
"I will leave in the midst of thee an afilicted and poor people" is
His own word, but into the lips of that very people He puts the cry,
"See mine' aflliction and deliver me," and gives them the assurance
that though many be the afllictions of the righteous, the Lord delivereth him out of all. How beautifully tills is described with regard to
the literal Israel when subjected to the cruel oppressions of Pharaoh" And the Lord said, I have surely seen the aflliction of My people
which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows, and I am come down to deliver
them" (Exod. iii. 7, 8). Cheer up then, afilicted one, under all thy
sorrows; thy God is a God at hand and not a God afar off, Who doth
not afilict willingly, nor grieve the children of men. Easy advice to
pnt on paper, but not so easily acted on till the good Samaritan pour
in the oil and wine into thy 'wounds, and then thou seest that"Though He afflict thy mind,
'Tis not that He'll destroy;
Eternal wisdom ne'er designed
To give thee always joy."
Nevertheless He sits as a refiner, in order that thou mayest prove that
"Thy days of trial, then,
Are all ordained by Heaven;
If He appoint tbeir number ten,
Thou ne'er shalt have eleven."

Bodily sufferer! think of the crown of thorns on the head of Him
Who did no sin, think of the nail·pierced hands and feet, and side
pierced with a spear, and so commit thy case to One Who through
suffering was cons'tituted a perfect sympathizer with and succourer
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ot" them that are thus tried. Oh, the blessedness of such a Friend
in every hour of need-a Friend Who loveth at all times, and a Bl'Other
born for adversity! Oh, the unspeakable joy of entering into the
mansions which He has gone to prepare for His people. My readers,
may you and I be kept looking off unto Jesus, and so find Him a very
present help in trouble here, and One Whose praises we shall never
tire to sound hereafter.
The word deliver in this verse originally signifies to extr·icate or
disembarrass; the law here spoken of includes, as it does so often in
Scripture, the whole of God's revealed will.
Verse 154. "Plead my cause and redeem me; as to Thy word,
quicken me." Compare Psalm xliii. 1, Ixix. 18, which last is a Psalm
universally admitted to refer to the Messiah; and just as J ehovah
the Father pleaded the cause of His Son to deliver Him, so does
Jehovah the Son plead the cause of His people, and redeem them out
of the hand of law and justice, from death and the power of the grave,
and all their enemies. Ever bear this in mind, that Christ is the
Advocate of His people, their Redeemer Who is mighty, and thoroughly
pleads their cause against the accusations of Satan and the condemna·
tions of their own hearts. The expression as to in this verse, means in
fulfilment of, and" Thy saying" signifies Thy promise. l'he quickening
here refers not to the giving life to the dead sinner, as in Ephesians
ii. 1, but to the reviving of the drooping graces of the saint; in a
word, to liveliness of soul rather than life.
~ortef.Sl)on'iJenct.

THE STUDY OF PROPHECY.
SEVINGTON RECTORY, ASHFORD, KENT, June 5th, 1918.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I wonder if you could see your way to apportion a page or two of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, monthly, to the consideration of prophetical subjects. Most Christians believe that we have
entered upon" the last days" of the present age, and many of the
children of God, doubtless, are seeking more light upon what God has
revealed in His Word regal'Cling the future. There must be those
among your readers who have well-defined views on these subjects;
and the statement of thenI', with Scripture proofs, or expositions of
prophetical passages of the Word" might be helpful to many who are
perplexed by the divergent views that are held by those who are otherwise " sound in the faith" (Phi!. iii. 13-15).
Yours affectionately in Christ, ROBERT J. NOYES.
We will gladly accede to the request of our esteemed friend, and open
our c<mespondence pages (D.V.) for a friendly discussion on prophetical subjects. It will be understood that our space is limited, and that
we may not necessarily agree with all that may be advanced.-THE
EDITOR.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO 'fHE ARMY AND NAVY
To the Editor 0/ the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-The following letter just to hand from a diligent
distributer shows the very great need for more to be done at this time
in supplying Gospel literature for our soldiers and sailors. The opportunities for service in this way are always great, and I plead for more
help in magazines and books, and also for a larger guantity of Bibles.
These we shall greatly appreeiate.
" Please accept my warmest thanks for the two splendid parcels you
sent me. In these days it is i.ncreasingly dif!i.cult to obtain supplies of
literature, as numbers of grants have been stopped, while the need is
perhaps greater than ever before. Your excellently assorted parcels
are sinlply invaluable, and it would be impossible to express my
indebtedness to you for your generous help."
Another friend, who visits the wounded, has just wri.tten for a fresh
supply of Testaments and Gospels for giving out amongst the men.
" Once more I am writing to you about Testaments and Gospels for
distribution. Just now my stock of books is very low, for when I find
a fresh convoy in, so many men are glad to receive a Testament to
replace one lost. As you. know, so many of our wounded and sick
soldiers lose everything, and I have been so glad to use them. If,
therefore, it is convenient to give me another supply, I shall deem it a
kindness. "
A liberal supply was at once sent to this Christian lady, who thus
aclmowledges the gift: "So many thanks for kindly sending the'
parcel received yesterday. All the contents will be most useful and
suitable for handing to our brave fellows, many of whom have lost all
their belongings when they reach hospital. May I be guided in the
distribution of these precious little books which you have so generously
supplied·, What a privilege it is to take part in sowing the' good seed'
in these days of opportunity. May you be ricWy blessed in your good
wQrk for the Master."
A lady working amongst sailors writes: "Thank you so much for
the books you have kindly sent. I had the pleasure of opening the
parcel this morning; they are most acceptable."
Another, working amongst soldiers, writes: "The parcel of Testaments and books arrived safely, and I write now to thank you for
sending them. They are very acceptable, as the men all like to have a
pocket Testament to take away with them when they leave this
station."
In these ten-ible times of trial and sadness, it is a joy to know that
so many of our brave lads are anxious to take with them the precious
book which is " able to make thelm wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus." The need to labour ou in spreading the
gospel is intensified in these difficult times. " Occupy till I come."
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bath Road, Bristol, June 4th, 1918.
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l!lrotCfHant litaron.
"APOSTOLICAL SUCCESSION": NOT THE DOCTRINE OF
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND.*
By THE LATE REV. JOHN HUNTER, M.A., ,FORMERLY OF
MAGDALEN COLLEGE, OXFORD.
IN the present state of agitation respecting the doctrines of the Ohurch
of England, it may not be unprofitable to inquire-What is her teaching
on the subject of " Apostolical Succession "~ We use the term in its
ordinary (though certainly very incorrect) acceptation; namely, the
transmission from the Apostles of a body of rulers in the Ohristian
Church superior to priests, and that by Divine appointment. Does
the Chmch of England teach any such apostolical succession as this ~
We hope to demonstrate that it does not. We regard this as a matter
of no small moment; because this apostolical-succession doctrine is
attributed to the Church not merely by the body of divines who have
of recent years acquired so much notoriety under the name of
Tractarians or Puseyites, but by others of a very different character.
Thus the Bishop of Calcutta (Dr. Daniel ';hIson), after a faithful
exposure of many of the errors of the Tractarian divines, in his valuable
sermon on "The Sufficiency of Scripture as the Rule of Faith,"
expresses himself as follows: "Let us beware of falling into the
opposite class of errors to those we so justly fear. In avoiding one
extreme, let us guard against another. Let us watch against any the
least depreciation or neglect of the means of grace, of the various
branches of sound criticism, for arriving at the best interpretation of
Scripture, of the dignity of the sacraments, OF THE DIVINE AUTHORITY
OF THE EPISCOPAL POLITY, and the study of Ohristian antiquity."
Intimating, as we conceive, that the doctrine of the Divine authority
of the episcopal polity is the doctrine of our Ohurch. And another
divine, whose treatise on the mle of faith has met with high commendation; tells us that "the doctrine of THE SUCCESSION, as held by our
Church, may be summed up in these two points. (1) That as the
power of ordination and general superintendence of the Church,
including the clergy, was committed by the Apostles to the presidents
of the churches-such as Timothy and Titus--only, and was not
entmsted to mere presbyters, so this power could only be properly
exercised by those who succeeded such presidents in t',eir presidency,
and thab, consequently, all ordinations not performed by such a prelate
of the Church are irregular and not according to the mIe left with the
Church by the Apostles; and, therefore, under ordinary clrcwmtances,
inadmissible. And, (2) That the only regular mode of admission to
the episcopal office is by episcopal consccration. "
We are far from admitting what is here stated in reference to the
• The footnotes in this article are omitted to save expenoo.-EDITOR. ' ~_ .....
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office sustained by Timothy and Titus in the Ohurch; but it is no
part of our purpose to enter on the examination of any alleged
scriptural·warrant for the Divine right of episcopacy. We undertake
only to exhibit the teaching of our Ohurch on the apostolical succession.
If, then, our Ohurch teaches that" the episcopal polity ia of Divine
authority," and that" all ordinations not performed hy a prelate of
the Ohurch [i.e., one elevated above the order of a presbyter and a
Sllccesgor of one so elevated] are irregular," and, "under ordinary
circumstances (which ~re at pr~sent the circumstances of all existing
Protestant churches), inadmissible," where are we to look for its
teaching ~ The subject is not a matter of light moment. It concerns
eternity. If our Ohurch refuses to admit the orders of authority of
ministers of trne churches of Ohrist without sufficient warrant, she is
guilty of an act of wlCharitableness, which the great Head of His
body, the universal Ohurch, may justly he expected to visit with
His frown.
Where, then, we ask,. are we to look for the doctrine of onr Ohurch
on this important subject ~ Surely, to her confession of faith. She
could not leave-she has not lef1r-so weighty a matter unnoticed.
She has spoken--spoken plainly, and spoken fully-in her confession
of faith. And what is her language ~ Is it that the Church of Christ,
when regularly constituted, is a congregation governed by an episcopal
polity of Divine authority ~ Is it that .those only we are to judge
regularly called to the ministry who are ordained by a prelate of the
Church, and, therefore, under ordinary circumstances, the claim of
all others to that office is inadmissible ~ God forbid! No; her·
language is-" The visible Church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men, io. the which the pure word of God is preached, anll the sacraments be duly ministered according to Christ's ordinance, in all those
things that of necessity are requisite to the same" (Art;. xix.); and
whilst" it is not lawful for any man to take upon him the office of
public preaching or ministering the sacraments in the congregation
before he be lawfully called and sent to execute the same," yet" those
we ought to judge lawfully' called and sent, which be chosen to this
work by men who have public authority given unto them in the
congregation to call and send ministers into the Lord's vineyard"
(Art;. xxiii.). Do not these Articles clearly teach that God has not
restricted His Ohurch to any set form of outward government~
that wherever there is a congregation of believing men, where the
p"re word of God is preached and the sacraments duly ministered,
there is a church of Christ ~ Such a church will, of course, have
ministers; those ministers will also have something in which they
will succeed to the Apostles, for they will be their successors in
apostolic doctrine-preachers of the pure word of r..od. But they
have no need to derive their co=i~sion from any succession of men.
" Those we ought to judge lawfully called and sent"--called and scnt
in such a way that God gives His sanction to their calling, and that·
it is not in opposition to apostolical rule and Divine authority-

.
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"who are chosen and called to this work "-not by prelates, not by
a particular order in the Church, but-" by men who have public
authority given unto them in the congregation to call and send
ministers into the Lord's vineyard." Whether the congregation be
Episcopal or Presbyterian, or Wesleyan, or Independent, or by what·
ever name it may be called, if it hold the fundamentals of the Christian
faith, those are, by the judgment of our Church, true and lawful
ministers who minister in such congregation; being called to the
work by such persons as have authority to send ministers into that
vineyard of the Lord.
.
Our Reformers intended that these Articles (xix. and xxiii.) should
apply to the various forms of government in the different Reformed
churches; and they equally apply to all bodies of Christians holding
the essentials of the faith among ourselves. Could the men who
framed these Articles, who required subscription to them from every
candidate for the ministry in our Church, hold, after all, that
ordination by a prelate admitted to the episc9pal office by episcopal
consecration and apostolical succession was necessary to a regular
introduction to the ministry in the Church of Christ! and that
appointment to the ministry, under ordinary circumstances, in any
other way, was inadmissible!
For their own Church they framed a pious service, and appointed
a becoming method of ordination; and they ventured to claim those
who were made bishops or ministers according to that method as
"rightly, orderly, and lawfully consecrated and ordered" (Art. xxxvi.).
But their whole conduct in this, as well as in other matters, warranted
them to say, " In these Ollr doings we condemn no other nations, nor
prescribe anything. but to our own people only."
.
A single passage in our authorized formularies has sometimes been
brought forward as having a bearing contrary to what is so plainly
laid down in Articles xix. and xxiii. It is the introduction of the
preface to the Ordination service. The preface commences thlls:
"It is evident unto all men, diligently reading the holy Scriptures
and ancient authors, that from the Apostles' time there have been
these orders of ministers in Christ's Church; bishops, priests, and
deacons. "
So far, however, is this langnage from being inconsistent with the
views of those who hold that the bishops and priests were. no two
things, but both one office in the beginning of Christ's religion, and
that bishops, as they be now, were after priests, being made by them,
that it is difficult to conceive how they could have expressed themselves.
in 1\ more appropriate manner.
.In the holy Scripture we read of bishops or priests. "Paul sent
to Ephesus, and called the priests [7rpE"l3u'fpov~] . . . and. said unto
them, Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to ,rU tbe flock
over the which the Holy Ghost has made yon bishops" [E7r'''''07r1JVd
(Acts xx. 17-28). And in ancient authors we read that, by cnstom, one
presbyter being allowed 9 place of superiority amOjlg his brethren, the
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designation of bishop began to bp specially reserved to him. "Secundwn honorum vocabula qUfE jam EcclesifE usus obtinuit, episcopatus
presbyterio major." "AB it respects names of honour which the
cus0m of the Church has caused to be observed, the episcopate is
greater than the presbyterate." And, again: "Uterque cnirn sacerdos
est, sed episcopus primus est; ut omnis episcopus presbyter sit, non
tamen omnis presbyter episcopus: hie enim episcopus est, qui inter
presbyteros primus est." "Each is a priest, but the bishop is chief;
so. that every bishop is a presbyter, but not every presbyter a hishop :
for he is a bishop, who is chief among the presbyters." And again:
"Nam et Alexandrire, a Mario Evangelista usque ad Heraclam et
Dionysiwn Episcopos, preshyteri semper unwn ex se electum, in
excelsiori gradu collocatum, episcopum nominabant: quomodo si
ex~rcitus imperatorem faciat, aut diaconi eligant de se, quem industrium
noverint, et·archidiaconum vocent." "For at Alexandria, also, from
Mark the Evangelist to the Bishops Heraclas and Dionysius, the
presbyters always called one elected from among themselves, and
placed in a higher rank, their bishop: just as an army may constitute
its general, or deacons may eled one of themselves, whom they know
to be diligent, and call him archdeacon."
With such passages 'of holy Scripture and of ancient authors as
these before them, what language coula our Reformers have employed
more appropriate than that which they have used? They might
llave said, that in the Apostles' time we read in holy Scripture of
these orders of ministers, bishops--or priests-and deacons;' and
that after the Apostles' time we read in ancient authors of bishops,
and priests, and deacons: but as they chose to avoid what in their
day would have been needless circumlocution, they very properly
said t'lat "in the holy Scripture and ancient authors" we read of
"bishops, priests, and deacons."
But let us now hear our Reformers for themselves.
CRANMER (Archbishop 0/ Canterbury).-" The bishops and priests were
at one time, and were no two things, but both one office in the
beginning of Christ's religion."
RIDLEY (Bishop 0/ London).-" I acknowledge an lillspotted Church
of Christ, in the which no man can err, without the which no
man can he saved, the which is spread throughout all the world,
that is, the congregation of the faithful; neither do I alligate or
bind the same to anyone place, as you [the Romish objector]
said, but confess the same to be spread throughout all the wor:d;
and where Christ's sacraments are duly ministered, His Gospel
truly preached and followed, there doth Christ's Church shine,
as a city upon a hill, and as a candle in the candlestick: but
rather it is such as you that would have the Church of Christ
hound to a place, which appoint the same to Rome; that there
and nowhere else, is the foundation of Christ's Church. Bnt I
am fully persuaded that Christ's Church is everywhere founded
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in every place where His Gospel is fully preached and effectually
followed."
HOOPER (Bishop 0/ Gloucester),-" As concerning the ministers of the
Church, I believe that the Church is bound to no sort of people,
or any ordinary succession of bishops, cardinals, or such like,
but unto the only word of God; and none of them should be
believed but when they speak the word of God."
Cox (Bishop 0/ Ely),-" Althougll by Scripture (as St. Hierome saith)
priests and bishops be one, and therefore the one not before the
other, yet bishops, as they be now, were after priests, and therefot'e
made of priests."
PILKINGTON (Bishop 0/ Durham).-" Yet remains one doubt unauswered
in these few words, when he [the Romish objector] says, that' the
government of the Church was committed to bishops'; as though
'they had received a larger and higher commission from God of
doctrine and discipline than other lower priests or ministers
have, and thereby might challenge a greater prerogative. But
this is to be understood: that the privileges and superiorities
which bishops have above other ministers are rather granted by
man for maintsining of better order and quietness in commonwealtllE, than commanded by God in His word."
JEWEL (Bishop 0/ Salisbury).-" But what meaneth Mr. Hariling here
to come in with the difference between priests and bishops 1
Thinketh he that priests and bishops hold only by tradition 1 Or
is it so horrible a heresy, as he maketh it, to say that by the Scriptures 0/ God a bishop and a priest are all one 1 Or knoweth he
how far aud unto whom he reacheth the name of heretic 1 Verily,
Chrysostom saith, 'between a bishop and a priest, in a manner;
there is no difference.' St. Hierome saith, somewhat in rougher
sort, 'I hear say there is one become so peevish, that he setteth
deacons before priests; that is to say, before bishops. Whereas,
the Apostle plainly teacheth us that priests and bishops be all
one.' Augustine saith, 'What is a bishop, but the first priest;
that is, the highest priest l' So saith St. Ambrose: 'There is
but one consecration of priests and bishops; for both of them are
priests, but the bishop is the first.' All these, and other more
holy fathers, together with St. Paul the Apostle, /01' thus saying,
by lIIr. Harding's advice must be holden for heretics."
It will be observed that the whole of these testimonies are episcopal
--that they are all testimonies of bishops, who had a chief hand in
the reformation of our Church--that the three first were martyrs,
and the three last exiles, for their confession of the Protestant
faith, during the reign of Mary. To add further testimonies is
wholly unnecessary: but those who wish to increase th"ir number
may consult the examinations of our martyrs in Fox's Acts and
Monmnents; "Burnet's History of the Reformation"; the late Rev.
Leigh Richmond's" Fathers of the English Church"; the" Works
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of the English Reformers," now publishing by the Parker Society;
and the voluminous collections of Strype.
And now we ask, Is the doctrine of "the Divine authority of the
episcopal polity" the doctrine of the Church of England ~
Is the teaching, that "all ordinations not performed by prelates
of the Church are irregular, and, under ordinary circumstances,
inadmissible, the doctrine of the Church of England ~
We think that sufficient proof to the contrary has been produced;
and, assuredly, the apostolical-succession doctrine is as little that of
our Reformers as of our Church. The adherents, then, to the teaching
of our Church, and the true representatives of our Reformers, are those
who repudiate and relect, and not those who maintain or admit the
doctrine of "apostotical succession."

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE IIIth Anniversary of the Society was held in Caxton Hall, Westminster' and was well attended. The Committee were encouraged by
the warm interest manifested throughout the day. In the afternoon,
the Rev. Ernest Roe, of the Surrey Tabernacle, preached an excellent
sermon from Isaiah xlv. 25. Tea was provided during the iuterval, and
in the evening Mr. T. W. H. Inskip, K.C., presided over the meeting,
which was addressed by Messrs. F. A. Bevan, A. H. Pounds, and T. A.
Warburton, and by the Revs. H. Atherton, of Grove Chapel, Camber-.
well, and Arthur Taylor, M.A., of St. Bride's, Fleet Street. The
addresses were spiritual and helpful, and the financial results encouraging. Several new subscriptions of lOs. each were given, in view of a
proposed advance in the scale of pensions after the war. Two minor
alterations in the rules, in the interest of new .candidates, were approved.
Thirty pensioners have just been elected to the Ten Guinea Pension.
This will mean a considerable addition to the expenditure, and having
regard to the increased cost of the necessaries of life and the heavy
charge for coals for our Homes, it is evident that a substantial augmentation of the income of the Institution is necessary, but" Hitherto hath
the Lord helped us."
.
The new issue of the Quarterly Record is ready. It contains a portrait and sketch of our late friend, the Rev. William Lush, and other
illustrations. Copies will be sent, post free, to any address, together
with the report presented at the recent annual meeting.
Collections have been made at Calne, Acton Lane, and other places;
the Committee hopefully anticipate an increase this year in this
department of receipts. The collections at Calne are made at the
Anniversary there, which is attended by friends from many places in
Wiltshire.. For upwards of fifty years these collections have been
devoted to the Society, the late Rev. J. C. Philpot, M.A., having
preached the sermons to the time of his death.
We urge that the support of our Institution should be regarded as a
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privilege rather than a duty, for what more delightful service can
there be than ministering to our Blessed Lord, as represented by those
who are members of His mystical body 1 "Ye have done it unto
Me!" May we be enabled to declare" the love of Christ constraineth
us," or as one authority reads it, "Keeps us employed," for we are led
to diligence, maintained in perseverance, and carried forward and onward by this love" shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost."
Christ's love to us, infinite, immeasurable, inconceivable, is the Master
force. The motive of giving is of greater importance than the amount,
for Divine Ownership is the basis of Christian stewardship, and that by
right of Creation and Redemption.
.

THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE COMFORTEll. By the REV. J. K. POPHAM,
Editor of the Gospel Standard.
LEST WE FORGET. Testimonies against the perils of Romanism. By
JOSEPH IRONS, J. C. PHILPOT, DR. W.YLIE, DR. H. BONAR, and
:PR. A. ROBERTSON. Price 2d. each, post free; 20 for 2s. 6d. ;
50 for 5s. (Sovereign Grace Uuion, Rev. Henry Atherton,
100-102, The Grove, Camberwell, London, S.E.5.)
The first of these pamphlets is a very helpful, instructive, and
penetrating address on the Holy Spirit as the Comforter of God's
people. The writer Scripturally says that" The Author of vital religion
in the hearts of the elect is the Holy Ghost." The teaching throughout
on the person and work of the Spirit is excellent.
The second pamphlet contains the faithful and uncompromising
testimony of represen·tative men against the true character of
Romanism. The testimony of Dr. A. Robertson, of Venice, especially,
shows how the Vatican is helping the cause of our enemies in connection
with the present war. He recommends that the only way to put a
stop to "the intrigue and treason calTied on within its walls against
Italy and England and the cause of the Allies" is to cut off all its
communication with the outside world till the war is over.
We warmly commend both pamphlets.
•

" I WAS on Church Parade on Sunday. . . -'rhe Chaplain from - took the Service, but his address, though helpful, did not get to the
roots of the matter. I enjoyed a Spurgeon's sermon after it. In the
evening I walked to - - to the Wesleyan Church. . .. The service
was very hearty, but the sermon was disappointing, and half of it was
taken up with an illustration from a novel by Harold Begbie. So
now I have tried all the available places of worship and have not heard
a full Gospel at anyone of them."-Letter from an Officer in India.

