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THE HELPER AND KEEPER OF TRAVELLERS TO ZION.
" The Lord shan keep thee from an eml,. He shall keep thy soul.
The Lord shall keep thy going out and thy coming in, from this
tinw forth and for evermore." PSALM cxxi. 7, 8 (R.V.).

WE remember when we first went to Bath, that an aged and godly
lady, and a reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,· had charge of the
mothers' meeting at Kensington School. It was her custom to
take the mothers for a two hours' drive in the summer, and to
return to the School for tea. Before setting out for the drive, we
were in the habit, at her request, of reading the hundred and
twenty-first Psalm and offering prayer that the LORD would
preserve our going out and our coming in. Our thoughts have
been directed to this Psalm through a recent journey which we
were called by telegram to take from Norfolk to Weston-super-Mare.
As we proceeded on our way and again returned to our home, we
were impressed with the journeying mercies and incidents which
we had experienced. We went forth not knowing for certain
where we should rest for the night. The LORD, however, went
before us and with us, and we can bear testimony to His helping,
keeping, and guiding mercies in the journey. He enabled us to
catch the various trains. He provided for us comfortable seats.
In response to a telegram we were. met at Bath Station in the
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evening and warmly welcomed to the home of one of our readers
for the night. This morning we read in our portion the words,
" Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son
of Man hath not where to lay His head" (Luke ix. 58), and we
thought how very different our experience on this journey from
the experiences of the LORD of Glory. We much fear that the
beds on which He lay were not as attractive and comfortable as
those on which many of His followers are privileged to lie, nor
were the bedrooms as tastefully furnished. A spare bedroom is
sometimes spoken of as "the prophet's chamber." The accommodation provided for Elisha the prophet by the great woman of
Shunem was very simple compared with that which is often now
provided for the LORD'S travelling servants. In his case it was" a
little chamber on the wall," "a bed and a table, and a stool, and
3. candlestick" (2 Kings iv. 10). In our LORD'S case there is no
reason to suppose that luxurious accommodation was usually His
portion. Though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor,
that we through His poverty might be rich. The luxury of hotwater bottles was probably not enjoyed in our LORD'S days, nor
in the days of Elisha. Yet who are we that we should fare better
than they 1 Truly we are not worthy of the least of all the mercies
and of all the truth which the LORD shows unto us. Our stay in
Bath for the night only permitted us to call on one of our aged
readers, and it was most interesting to find him at his fireside
reading the March number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and to hear
him say how much he valued the publication.
Among the mercies of the journey was the unexpected opportunity of seeing and conversing with a daughter at Bath and with
another daughter at Bristol. At Bristol we were naturally
reminded, during our brief visit, of bygone days. We passed the
end of Berkeley Square, where lived for so many years our dear
and much-esteemed friend the Rev. James Ormiston (late Editor
of this Magazine). We saw in the distance the Victoria Rooms,
where for many years we had had the privilege of addressing the
Clifton Conference and meeting with so many of the LORD'S dear
people. Now, alas! the Clifton Conference is no more.
Reaching Weston-super.Mare we were again warmly and kindly
entertained. In the course of our journey a lady told us of many
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who have the GOSPEL MAGAZINE lent to them, some of whom she
felt could afford the six shillings a year which will bring the
Magazine post free to their homes every month. If any such
read these lines, we would ask them to consider whether they
could not at once send a postal order for six shillings to Mr. Samu,el
Arnold, 74, Strand, London, W.C. 2. It is highly important that
our regular subscribers to the Magazine should be increased in
number. One incident of the journey we will here record., At
the suggestion of our hostess at Weston-super-Mare we called on
a dear elderly Christian lady whom we had not seen for many
years. She told us that the doctor had recently warned her not
to climb hills. "But," she said, referring to her readiness to
depart when the LORD'S time came, "it doesn't matter. My
theology is,'I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all,
And JESUS CHRIST is my all in all.'''
We were very glad to hear her say this. We felt that that is the
right position for us to take. We are but poor sinners at the best.
We have nothing of our own in which to glory. As Toplady puts
it in his immortal hymn :" Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dress;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, SAVIOUR, or I die."
We are nothing, CHRIST is everything. "All our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags," but CHRIST is "the LORD our righteousness."
One of our hostesses gave us a straight rebuke. We had despatched
our breakfast porridge rather quickly. Subsequently we acknowledged that we suffered occasionally from indigestion. " It's your
own fault," she said, "you eat too quickly." The rebuke was
doubtless merited, and needs to be remembered by many. It has
its spiritual application. Travellers to the heavenly Zion need
spiritual food, but if it is to do them good they must not eat it
too quickly. They need to prayerfully read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest the Scriptures, if they are to get real spiritual
nourishment from them. Joshua was instructed to medit.aJ.e in-
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not merely to read-the Scriptures day and night, and the godly
man in the first Psalm is referred to as one whose " delight is in
the law of the LORD; and in His law doth he meditate day and
night."
The one hundred and twenty-first Psalm is one of the fifteen
" Songs of Degrees" or " Songs of the goings-up." It is thought
that these spiritual songs were sung by the pilgrims to the earthly
Zion as they wended their way to observe the three great annual
feasts.Jerusalem was surrounded by hills, and when these first
came in sight the travellers to Zion would probably say in the
language of this Psalm, "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills
from whence cometh my help." Then when they were nearing
the gates of Jerusalem they. would say, "I was glad when they
said unto me, Let us go unto the house of the LORD," and on
entering they would say, "Our feet are standing within thy gates,
o Jerusalem" (Psalm cxxii. 1, 2, R.V.). What the LORD was to
the travellers to the earthly Zion, He is to-day to all pilgrims to
Mount Zion, the city of the living GOD, the heavenly Jerusalem.·
1. He i.s the source of their help. They thelllBelves are help.
less. They have no might against their foes. They have no
wisdom in their difficulties. .With J ehoshaphat they are obliged
to say, "Neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon
Thee" (2 Chron. xx. 12). He alone has power, wisdom, and help
for His weak, helpless, and needy people. The psalmist lifted up
his eyes unto the hills. Why ~ He knew that the LORD dwelt in
Mount Zion. Not in the hills did he trust. "Truly in vain is
salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of
mountains: truly in the LORD our GOD is the salvation of Israel "
(Jer. iii. 23). It is in the GOD of the hills we must trust. Our
"help cometh from the LORD, Which made heaven and earth."
He is the omnipotent and the present help of His trusting people.
He can send help to His people from the heavenly sanctuary and
strengthen them out of the heavenly Zion. Hesitate not to lift up
thine eyes unto Him, 0 weak· and feeble believer. He is thy
present help in time of trouble. " He giveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might He increaseth strength" (Isa.
xl. 29). Happy are they who have the GOD of Jacob for their
help, and whose hope is in the LORD their GOD.
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2. He is their Keeper." "The LORD is thy keeper." He keeps
the feet of His people. How often this is true in a literal sense!

"When I said, my foot slippeth; Thy mercy, 0 LORD, held me up"
(Psa. xciv. 18). Often, indeed, our limbs might have been broken
were it not for His upholding mercy. Spiritually, too, He keeps
the feet of His people. They cannot walk a single step in the
narrow way without His enabling grace. They have often to confess, " But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had
well nigh slipped" (Psa. lxxiii. 2). For our comfort, then, it is
written, "He will not suffer thy foot to be moved," "He will keep
the feet of His saints" (1 Sam. ii. 9). There are many stones over
which we may stumble as we travel to the heavenly Zion, but He
can keep our feet. Upheld by Him, thou shalt "walk in thy way
safely, and thy foot shall not stumble . . . . For the LORD shall
be thy confidence and shall keep thy foot from being taken "
(Prov. iii. 23, 26). He keeps His people by day and by night.
When they are fast asleep, utterly unconscious of what is going
on around them, He is watching over them. "He that keepeth
thee will not slumber. Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall
neither slumber nor sleep" (Psa. cxxi. 3, 4).
He keeps His people everywhere and alw(lys. He has His people
in India, Africa, Mesopotamia, Palestine, Australia, America, and
in the Rhine land. He has some of them amongst our troops in
various parts of the globe. He has them on sea as well as on land,
but wherever they are He is present to keep them. How comforting this truth is when families are broken up and placed in all
parts of the earth! Not one of His people is forgotten. Not one
is beyond the reach of His grace, His love, His power, His mercy.
" The eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth,
to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward Him" (2 Chron. xvi. 9). He said to Jacob, "I will keep
thee in all places whither thou goest " (Genesis xxviii. 15). From
this time forth and for evermore He will 'preserve or ,keep the
goings-out and the comings-in of His people.
He keeps His people" from all evil" (verse 7). There is the evil
of sin, and the LORD keeps His people, as Dr. Gill puts it, " not
from the being or commission of it, but from its dominion and
damning power, or from a final and total falling away by it."
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There is the evil of the world, and the LORD is He Who can give
His people victory over it. "This is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith" (1 John v. 4).
There is the evil one himself, who, "as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour." The LORD is our Keeper
from the power of the evil one. "That wicked one toucheth him
not" implies that the LORD will so keep His people that no real
damage may be done to them by their great spiritual enemy.
The prayer of our great High Priest will thus be answered. He
said to His Father, "I pray not that THOU shouldest take them
out of the world, but that THOU shouldest keep them from the
evil," i.e., .the evil one (John xvii. 15). There are evil men and
evil designs, but the LORD is able to deliver us from" unreasonable
and wicked men," and from all their evil designs against us. In
fact, we have the blessed promise, "No weapon that is formed
against thee shall prosper." The designs of Daniel's enemies were
wonderfully frustrated.
The LORD preserves or keeps the souls of His people (verse 7).
" He preserveth the souls of His saints; He delivereth them out
of the hand of the wicked" (Psa. xc. 10). He preserves their
natural lives from danger and death, and He preserves them unto
His heavenly kingdom (2. Tim. iv. 18). "Kept by the power of
GOD." That is thy portion, 0 believer! And if GOD keeps thee,
who can do thee any real harm 1 Here is the final preservation of
the saints. In all the movements of His people He is their guardian
and keeper. Hence they experience His blessing when they come
in and when they go out (Deut. xxviii. 6). He directs their paths.
He " preserveth the way of His saints" (Prov. ii. 8).
3. He is their shade~ "The LORD is thy shade upon thy right
hand " (verse 5). He stands at the right hand of His people to
protect them. " He shall stand at the right hand of the poor, to
save him from those that condemn his soul" (Psa. cix. 31). Here,
dear friends, is the real presence of the LORD with His people.
Though they cannot see Him He is there. He is at their right
hand. What follows from that blessed fact--a fact which we need
to remember 1 Listen! "Because He is at my right hand, I
~ball not be moved" (Psa. xvi. 8).
He is their shade from the Bun's scorching rays. "The sun
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shall not smite thee by day." Here in England we are rarely in
any danger from the sun. In fact the sunlight is a great blessing
to us. "Here," says Dr. A. T. Schofield writing of the sun, " its
fitful and watery gleams are so precious that it is the custom for
those who are not too careful of their complexions to sit a.nd bask in
them as much as possible. . . . Children should be out in the
sunshine all day long. For invalids, convalescents, and all nerve
sufierers it is invaluable, and it invigorates and stimulates the
whole system." Again he says, "There can be no doubt whatever
of the great stimulus the light of the sun is to health, and especially
nerve health, and the great enemy it is to the destroyers of health,
such as bacteria."
In hot countries, however, the great problem is to keep out of
the sun. In such countries there is need of shade. In the intense
heat of the Eastern sun a shade is needed. So the LORD is the
shade of His people from all danger. He can shade them from
the scorching rays of persecution and preserve them from succumbing to them. He is their shadow-from all that is spiritually
symbolized by the heat of the sun (Isa. xxv. 4). The Man CHRIST
JESUS is as "the shadow of a great rock in a weary land" (Isa.
:xxxii. 2). Of the redeemed in heaven it is written, "Neither shall
the sun light on them, nor any heat," showing that the trials arising
from the sun in hot countries shall no longer be experienced.
The LoRD is also a shade from the moon by night. Canon
Fausset says, "The moon as 'ruling the night' (Gen. i. 16) has all
the influences associated with night attributed to it. Compare the
words of Jacob, to whom verses 4,5 allude (Gen. xxxi. 40; Jer.
xxxvi. 30). Moreover, the moon has a most hurtful effect on those
who sleep under its beams. Day or night, no real and lasting hurt
shall befall GoD'S people" (Critical and Experimental Commentary). John Carne, in Letters from the East, 1826, says, "The
effect of the moonlight on the eyes in this country is singularly
injurious. . . . The moon here really strikes and affects the sight,
when you sleep exposed to it, much more than the sun, a fact of
which I had a very unpleasant proof one night, and took care to
guard against it afterwards; indeed, the sight of a person who
should sleep with his face exposed at night would soon be utterly
impaired or destroyed." (See Spurgeon's Treasury of David
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Vol. vi., p.424). Thus in every way the LORD is the Helper, the
Keeper, and the Protector of travellers to the heavenly Zion.
" Ye pilgrims of Zion, and chosen of GOD,
Whose spirits are filled with dismay,
Since ye have eternal redemption thro' blood,
Ye cannot but hold on your way.
As JESUS, in covenant love, did engage
A fullness of grace to display,
The powers of darkness in malice may rage,
The righteous shall hold on his way.

This truth, like its Author, eternal shall stand,
Though all things in nature decay,
Upheld by JEHOVAH'S omnipotent hand,
The righteous shall hold on his way."
(H. Fowler.)
THE EDITOR.

Whitington Vicarage,

Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.
DR. GILL.
THE following testimony to the character and learning of Dr. Gill
occurs in the Life and Times 0/ the GlYUnte8s 0/ Huntingdon, Vo!. 1.,
p. 113.
"Lady Huntingdon continued in London till the month of June,
when she removed to Clifton for the benefit of her health; and about
this time became acquainted with that eminent writer, Dr. Gill, whose
private character was so excellent that it has been said, his learning
and labours were exceeded only by the invariable sanctity of his life
and conversation. He had then lately .published his celebrated
Commentary on the New Testament, in three folio volumes, which
impressed Lady Huntingdon with esteem for the purity of his intentions, and admiration for the magnitude of his labours. The immense
reading and learning which it displayed induced the University of
Aberdeen to send him the diploma of D.D., with the following
compliment: 'On account of his knowledge of the Scriptures, of the
Oriental languages, and of Jewish antiquities, of his learned defence
of the Scriptures against deists and infidels, and the reputation gained
by his other works, the University had, without his privity, unanimously agreed to confer on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity.'
His intimate friend and warm admirer, Mr. Toplady, has left on record
a high opinion of his excellent character."
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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.
" I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life."-JoHN viii. 12.
the light of the world, that is our theme. The claim which
He put forward in these words was made " in the treasury, as He
taught in the temple" (v. 20). In the treasury there" stood two
colossal golden lampstands, on which hung a multitude of lamps,
lighted after the evening sacrifice during the feast of Tabernacles,
difiusing their brilliancy, it is said, over all the city." Probably
our Lord had these colossallampstands in His mind when He said,
" I am the light of the world." These lamps were a light to the
city. Christ is the light of the ·world. He is the true light, which
coming into the world, lighteth every man who is eventually called
out of darkness into God's marvellous light.
1. Christ is the only light of the world.
He is the only light in the spiritual sphere. In regard to the
natural world we read that "God made two great lights; the
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night"
(Gen. i. 16). The moon, however, does not shine by its own light.
It is but the reflector of the sun's light. "Moonlight is sunlight
second hand." Thus the only source of light in the natural world
is the sun. In like manner Christ is the only source of spiritual
light. Apart from Him we are in the darkness of spiritual ignorance, sin, and death. The Church is called "the light of the
world" (Matt. v. 14), but she derives her light from Christ. Its
members are" light in the Lord" (Eph. v. 8), not in themselves.
John the Baptist was" a burning and a shining light" (John v.
35), .but " He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of
that Light" (John i. 8). All believers are" lights in the world,"
but they are only reflectors of the light which is in Christ. The
Word of God is "a light unto our feet and a lamp unto our path."
It is "a light that shineth in a dark place," but it owes all its
illuminating power to Christ Who inspired it by His Spirit. Christ,
then, is the light. He is the light provided for the world at large.
He is the light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of God's people

CHRIST,
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Israel (Luke ii. 32). All spiritual enlightenment comes from Him.
Apart from Him darkness, thick darkness, covers the earth, and
gross darkness the peoples. He has been appointed by the Father
" to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death" (Luke i. 79). The Father hath said, "I the Lord have
called Thee in righteousness, and will hold Thine hand, and will
keep Thee, and give Thee for a Covenant of the people, for a light
of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners
from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prisonhouse" (Isa. xlii. 6, 7). It is the Father's purpose that He should
not only raise up the tribes of Jacob, and restore the preserved of
Israel. He gave Him also for a light to the Gentiles, that He
might be God's salvation unto the end of the earth (Isa. xlix. 6).
Blessed be God if He Who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness hath shined in our hearts and turned us from darkness
to'light and from the power of Satan unto God.
,

.

"Christ, Whose glory fills the skies,
Christ the true, the only light,
Sun of righteousness, arise,
Triumph o'er the shades of night;
Day-spring from on high, be near,
Day-star, in my heart appear! "
2. He is the central light.
The sun is the grand centre of the solar system. All the planets
revolve round him. They are cool bodies, having no light of their
own, travelling round a hot body, from which they derive all their
light and heat. In like manner Christ is the grand centre of all
spiritual light and heat. His people depend upon Him for all
spiritual illumination and spiritual warmth and glow. Those who
follow Him shall not walk in darkness. They were sometimes
darkness, but now they are light in Him. With their faces towards
Him they are illuminated with His light and reflect His glory.
"I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'I am this dark world's light;
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy day be bright.'
I looked to Jesus, and I found
In Him my Star, my Sun ;
And in that Light of life I'll walk
Till travelling days are done! " .
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3. He is an all·powerful light.
What a powerful light is that of the sun! Although it is ninetytwo and a half millions of miles distant from the earth its light
penetrates into every corner of the world. Its power is felt more
or less everywhere. It is the light of the natural world and its·
power is felt all over the globe. " His going forth is from the end
of the heaven, and his circnit unto the ends of it; and there is
nothing hid from the heat thereof" (Psa. xix. 6). In like manner
not one of the Lord's people is hidden from the light and heat of
the Sun of righteousness. The Father hath set His Son on His
Own right hand in the heavens, far above all principality and
power. Yet He, the great Light-Giver, can illuminate dark hearts
in every part of the world. He hath been appointed to bestow
the light of His salvation unto the ends of the earth. All His
sheep, wherever they may be, are to hear His voice. He has
determined to bring them out of darkness into His marvellous
light. However enveloped in spiritual darkness they may be, He
is all powerful to give them light and to guide their feet into the
way of peace. "Jesus, like a sun, dwells in the midst of revelation,
tabernacling among men in all His brightness; rej oicing, as the
Bridegroom of His Church, to reveal Himself to men; and, like
a champion, to win unto Himself renown. He makes a circuit of
mercy, blessing the remotest corners of the earth; and there are
no seeking souls, however degraded and depraved, who shall be
denied the comfortable warmth and benediction of His Love"
(Spurgeon in Treasury of David, Vol. i., p. 307).
4. He is a constant light.
The sun has never gone out since God hung it up in the heavens,
and it will go on shining while the earth remaineth (Gen. viii. 22).
While the earth remaineth, cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night shall not cease. Regularly and constantly
and without fail day follows night because the part of the earth
on which we live is turned towards the light of the sun as the earth
rotates round its axis. The Lord points to the constancy of the
light of the sun as a proof of His constant faithfulness to His
ancient people. He says, "Thus saith the Lord, Which giveth
the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of
the~stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the

•

288

The. Gospel Magazine

waves thereof roar; the Lord of Hosts is His name. If these
ordinances depart from before Me, saith the Lord, then the seed
of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before Me for ever"
(Jer. x:x:xi. 35, 36). The sun is always shining. Some part of the
earth is always benefiting by its light. So Christ the Sun of
righteousness is always shining. He is a light which never goes
out.· Artificial light frequently fails. Gas meters get frozen,
the electric current may be intercepted, oil may be used up, but
He, Who is the Light of the world, never ceases to emit the rays
of spiritual light. God-Father, Son and Holy Ghost-is light.
In Him is no darkness at all. Earth-born clouds may hide the
sun from our view, but that great orb of the heavens continues
to shine. The clouds of sin may hide Christ from our view, but
His face is ever shining as the sun. His countenance is as the
sun shining in his strength (Rev. i. 16). He is the everlasting
light of His people. He is their light and their salvation here,
and in the new Jerusalem the city will have no need of the sun
nor of the moon to shine in it: for the glory of God will lighten it
and the Lamb will be the light thereof (Rev. xxi. 23).
5. Ohrist is also a gratuitous light.
We are thankful for artificial light, but we have found it very
expensive, especially during the great War. Natural light is free
as the air we breathe. God bestows the full light of the sun upon
His creatures freely and gratuitously. Even the ungodly share
this benefit equally with the godly. Our Father in heaven
"maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good" (Matt.v.
45). What a mercy it is that natural light is freely and bountifully
bestowed! And how true it is that Christ, the Sun of righteousness,
freely, gratuitously, and undeservedly shines into the dark hearts
of His people. Were is not so the blackness and darkness of hell
would be our portion. Matthew Henry says, "What a dungeon
would the world be without the sun!" How black and how dark
would be our portion if Christ had not given us light!
" Dark, like the moon without the sun,
I mourn Thine absence, Lord!
For light or comfort I have none,
But what Thy beams afford."
(J. Newton.)

-.
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6. Lastly, ChrUit is a beneficent light.
He is a. light which brings abundant benefit to His people. He
exposes to our view the moral filth and corruption of our hearts.
"Every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither comethto
the light, lest his deeds should be reproved" (John iii. 20). We
do not like to have our guilt brought home to us, but it is a blessed
thing when Christ by His Spirit penetrates the darkness of our
hearts, and disperses our spiritual ignorance and sin. He only
can do this. He only can give light to them that sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death. When He turns the sinner from
darlnless to light and from the power of Satan unto God, the
burden of sin is removed, a free forgiveness is bestowed, and light,
joy, and gladness take possession of the believing heart.
He it is Who enables the enlightened sinner to be fruitful in
every good word and work. All life and fruitfulness on the earth
are dependent on the light and heat of the sun. Without his
light-giving and warmth-giving rays the earth would be barren
and fruitless. All vegetable life would cease, and without food
death would reign. So we depend on Christ, the light of the world,
for all spiritual life and fruitfulness. "In Him was life, and the
life was the light of men."
" The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the
Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me " (Gal. ii. 20).
Under His influence the believer is "like a tree planted by the
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his
leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper"
(Psa. i. 3).
Christ as the light guides His people in their pilgrim journey.
Without His light we could not see our way. He that followeth
Him shall not walk in darkness. "Brentius remarks, that if a
man could continually 'follow' the sun, he would always be in
broad daylight in every part of the globe. So it is with Christ
and believers. Always following Him, they will always have
light" (Ryle's Expository Thoughts on St. John, Vol. ii., p. 90).
Our Lord says, " If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not,
because he seeth the light of this world. But if a man walk in the
night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him" (John xi.
9, 10). So in our pilgrim journey we shall only avoid stumbling
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as we walk in the light of the Sun of righteousness. How much
we need to pray, " 0 send out Thy light and Thy truth: let them
lead me; let them bring me unto Thy holy hill, and to Thy
tabernacles" (Psa. xliii. 3). In conclusion, we need to believe
in the Light. We need to believe in its power and its efficacy.
If we do so we shall not trust in the light of reason or of human
knowledge. We shall throwaway the tapers of human manufacture and trust in the light of the Sun of righteousness. " While
ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of
light." We need also to walk in the Light. Spiritual warmth,
gladness, and joy are the portion of those who bask in the rays of
the Sun of righteousness. "Walk while ye have the light, lest
darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth
not whither he goeth" (John xii. 35, 36). "Come ye, and let us
walk in the light of the Lord" (Isa. ii. 5). 0 the joy and blessedness of doing so! We need to bare witness of the Light. Astronomers bear witness of the natural sun. They tell of its glories and
power. How much more should God's people bear witness to
the glory, the grandeur, the beauty, and the power of Him Who
is the Light of the World! "There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear
witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.
He was nO.t that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light"
(John i. 6-8). May we, too, both writer and readers, be witnesses
to others of the beauties and glories of the Dayspring from on
high. May we love to think of Him and to talk of Him, and may
He increasingly irradiate our souls with the light of His presence.
The Lord bless us and keep us: the Lord make His face to shine
upon us, and be gracious unto us: the Lord lift up His countenance
upon us and give us peace. May our prayer be,
" Visit then this soul of mine,
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief,
Fill me, Radiancy Divine;
Scatter all my nnbelief;
More and more Thyself display,
Shining to the perfect day! "
Whitington Vicarage,
Btoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day; for there shall b(n<J
night there."-REvELATION xxi. 25.
WE might turn to any part of Scripture to search into the interesting
and large subject of "gates." We should find how sometimes they
were made of brass (Psa. cvii. 16) and sometimes of iron (Acts xii. 10)
and how in Solomon's Temple they were overlaid with gold (2 Kings
,,"-viii. 16) and often two-leaved (Isa. xlv. 1). They were made for
cities, houses, temples, palaces, prisons and camps, and at the gates
of cities, councils were held, "public'affairs of law disputed and settled,"
and when the people were delivered from the noise of the archers, they
would "go down to the gates" to "rehearse thc righteous acts of
the Lord.'? So that in the same place where contentions ceased, songs
of praise were raised. Then with spiritual significance we find reference
to the Lord loving" the gates of Zion " as symbolical of His Presence
in the Sanctuary, and the same are called the gates of righteousness
(Psa. cxviii. 19), the gates of the Lord (v. 20). as set over against the
gates of hell and the powers of the evil one (Matt. xvi. 18) and the gates
of the grave and death (Isa. xxxviii. '10) and the" strait gate" and
narrow way which leadeth into eternal life (Matt. vii. 14).
But our minds and hearts are dwelling at this time more particularly
upon the gates of our text--'and we would love to enter a little into
the spirit in which the beloved John was indulged and carried away,
and view by faith that" great and high mountain, that great city, the
holy Jerusalem descending out of heaven from God, having the glory
of God." Then follows a description, couched in words to suit our
finite minds (for we cannot grasp its glory), of this heavenly City; of
its " wall great and high"; of its " twelve gates" with their attendant
" twelve angels" or witnesses; and of the measurement of the city;
of its precious stones and pure gold; and its street of " pure gold, as
it were transparent glass," and of the glory of God which was the light
of it. We read also that there was "no need of the sun nor of the
moon to shine in it for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb
is the light thereof." We cannot attempt to touch this langnage. We
must leave it as we find it and fall back upon the inspired words, " Eye
hath not seen nor ear heard, neither hath entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him."
But we notice how the City is described as four square-(perfect and
entire wanting nothing) and that the gates were twelve being three to
a side. And we are led to pause as the signs of the compass are here
expressed differently from our general mode of speaking of them. We
say north, south, east and west, But here we meet with the last
spoken of first. And surely there is a meaning. The last was toward
the sunrising! Let us turn for a moment to the first allusion to gates
20

292

The Gospel Magazine

in Scripture and we find it as early as Gen. iii. 24. "So he drove out
the man and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden, cherubims,
and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the
tree of life."
From that gate, man was exiled and Paradise closed, and a flaming
sword which turned every way, barred the entrance. Divine Justice
proclaimed it closed, and Adam· was driven forth "to till the ground
from wheuce he was taken." "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou
taken; for dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou return."
Who could open up this way again ~ Who could unlock the gate
and break asunder the bars which Divine wrath had closed ~ Only
One! and He Whose star was seen in the east and Whom the shepherds
and wise men came to worship, He opened up the way, the" new and
the Living Way·"-on new and resurrection ground, and all the powers
of Satan and the forces of Hell could not close it again-He came to do
the work assigned Him, and He finished it on Calvary's Cross. Thus,
He died, and very early in the morning, as the Victor over the pangs of
death, in the eastem day dawn He rose, and at His ascension the Song
of Heaven re-echoed as the returping Conqueror \vas welcomed back
to His Father's glory. "Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye
lift up ye everlasting doors and the King of glory shall come in." The
gates that shut out sin from Heaven, had opened to welcome in the
One Who had done away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself. In
glorious state, attended by myriads of angels and redeemed spirits the
mighty victor entered those gates which will never be again closed!
The believer now ransomed from the power of·the grave can no more
fear the going down to the gates of it (Isa. xxxviii. 10). He looks up
to Him Who as the mighty" Breaker," has" come up before them;
they have broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone
out by it, and their King shall pass before them and the Lord as the
head of them" (1I1ich. ii. 13). And now they prove Him as the Gentle,
the Good, the Chief Shepherd, leading, guiding, seeking, bringing into
His Fold as the Door of the sheep with no need to fear ravening beasts
-or spoiling foe. "Them also I must bring," and from every quarter
of the compass, out of every nation, tongue, and tribe they are brought.
From every direction they move, but all to one point. "They look
for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God."
And arriving there, they find the gates of that city for ever open. The
late C. H. Spurgeon very forcibly puts it in refuting the deadly error
of non-eternal punishment. "The gates will not be shut at all by day,
and as there is no night there, they are never shut. What is the use of
a shut gate ~ It is to keep somebody out or to keep somebody in; and
those gates will be always open, for in heaven there is no occasion to
keep anybody out, and there is no occasion to keep anybody in; those
who are within do not desire to go out, and those who are outside
could not be induced to come in. . . . When Judas by transgression,
fell, he "went to his own place," and the disciples" being let go " from
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the presence of the Jewish Council, "went to their own company."
'When we leave this world, everyone of us being loosed, goes to his own
company, and the company of impenitent and rebellious. sinners is
enough to make a hell, as the company of penitent believers would
make a heaven. God may leave the gates of His Celestial City for
evermore open. There is no danger of any redeemed souls desiring
to go out, nor will there be any lost soul, outside of heaven, who
would desire to come in."
Sin cannot enter there. The redeemed and ransomed host walk in
the light of that City and that in eternal Day. There is no night there.
The Holy Ghost has graciously given us this reason for, the gates of
that Heavenly City not being shut. "And the gates of it shall not
be shut at all by day, for there shall be no night there." Different
fmm every other city, whose gates had to be closed at night against
, robber, marauder, or intruder. No ravening beast shall be there and
no heart to meditate terror. There will be one eternal Day, with no
shades of evening and no sun-setting. There will be a morning without clouds. A multitude which no man can number, formed for His
glory, fashioned like unto His glorious body, a redeemed host, citizens
of no mean city whose Builder and Maker is God, will walk there in
perfect liberty. "And his servants shall serve Him: and they shall
see His Face, and His Name shall be in their foreheads. And there
shall be no night there,; and they need no candle, neither light of the
sun; for the Lord God giveth tbem light: and they shall reign for
ever and ever." This is the Kingdom whose gate Jesus opened once
and forever for His People. For this mighty salvation, Jesus wrought
with His own Life and precious Blood! From the earthly Jerusalem,
went forth the Man of Sorrows, the Sin Bearer" without the gate or
camp"! to be made a curse for us. That city that killed the prophets
and stoned them that were sent unto her, might close her gate against
Him and seal her own doom. But He, for the joy set before Him,
could drink of the brook by the way; and" Kedron's watCl'S foul"
.deterred Him not. With joy did He lift up His Head as He looked
beyond and saw the Fa,ther ready to take Him back to His Bosom,
wher.e from all eternity nothing had malTed nor broken their comIllunlOll.

Beloved reader, if and when you al'e called to suffer reproach
for His dear Name, "Go without the camp you will be sure to meet
Jesus there." And He is bringing Home His People still. They are
ever coming, and the gates are never shut against them; and He
is waiting until the last of His purchased possession is with Him
within His gates, where" in the midst of the congregation," the Lamb
Who is •.all _the1glory _will lead the Song.
.. • • _ .. _
" Heaven is that holy, happy place,
Where sin no more defiles;
Where God unveils His blissful face,
And looks, and loves, and smiles.
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Where Jesus, Son of Man and God,
Trinmphant from His wars,
Walks in rich garments, dipp'd in blood,
And shows His glorious scars.
Where ra.nsom'd sinners sound God's praise

The angelic host among ;
Sing the rich wonders of His grace,
And Jesus leads the song.
Where saints are free from every load
Of passions or of pa.ins,

God dwells in them and they in God,
And love for ever reigns."

Oh! the unutterable blessedness yet to be possessed! WithIGod
for ever shut in. With Him to go no more out! No shadow of
change; no shade of night; no hiding of the light and glory of His
conntenance! No mourning of sanctuary deprivations; no fear of
a silenced Gospel; no lack of blissful communion of saints; no loneliness; no seeing through a gla.~s darkly; no misunderstandings nor
misconceptions; no more grieviJ.lgs over dull minds, slowness of heart,
forgetful, slothful spirits; no more aeekings after our Beloved to find
He hath withdrawn Himself, but in full and perfect liberty, in joy
unalloyed, in bliss unspeakable, the myriad saints will range Heaven's
courts, and in joyful unison throughout eternity be singing redemption's song of Moses and the Lamb.
The gates are ever open to receive the coming oncs, for there are
always fresh arrivals in that Royal City, always angelic welcomes,
and welcomes of the redeemed hosts at the gates, as others are ushered
in. And the gates are ever open for that moment when the Church
Triumphant will come with her King in that Day when He with His
ten thousands of saints will come and not tarry and feteh the little
remnant, the church militant Home! The King of glory with His
myriad train of redeemed, ransomed, washed, and forgiven sinners
will enter through those lifted-up gat€s which will never be shut. "The
gates of it shall not be shut at all by Day, for there shall be no night
there."
R.
" THE Church of God also stands founded on a rock, and that rock
is Christ and His blood. It rests upon the power and word of God ;
the eternal triune Jehovah bears it in His hands, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it."-F. W. Krummacher.
'
•
READER, beware of the crowd! Beware of its fashions, its pleasures,
its religion, its politics! If you love Christ, make it clear that you are
not of the world, even as He was not of the world. AB you value
your soul's peace, refuse the honours and praise of a world that is
ripening for the judgment of God, remembering Him Who refused
.them before you.-C. W.
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"A DAY OF 'fROUBLE."
NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his
clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house
of the Lord. "-2 KINGS xix. 1.

THE dear people of God are continually impressed by the truth that
their frequent extremities are special opportunities for the exercise
ou God's part of His wonderful interposition. It is when we are at a
pass, and know not where to turn, to the right hand or the left, and
the Lord appears for us, that we find ourselves in touch and sympathy
with this poor king Hezekiah, king of J udah of old. He was early
called to the throne of his fathers. He appears to have been a gracious
youth, and to have grown up in the fear of God, and he entered
at once upon a policy of religious reformation in his country. He had
inherited the throne under difficult circumstal).ces. Idolatry and
superstition had been prevalent throughout the nation-his predecessors, indeed, had encouraged this state of things. But God laid
it 0!1 the heart of this young sovereign to put away the idolatry fro~
the land, and to put down the false prophets, and to encourage vital
godliness and the sincere worship of Jehovah. He wrought out these
good purposes which the Lord had implanted in his heart; and he
WTought them out to the end. His were not half-and-half measures.
He went the full length of breaking the images to pieces, cutting down
the sacred groves, and overthrowing the false altars. Nor these things
only, but the serpent of brass, which had been by God's order set up
in the wilderness when the chil~ren of Israel were bitten by the lierr
serpents that they might in simple faith look upon it and be saved,
inasmuch as this brass serpent had become a snare to the people, as
they attached a sacredness to if which was not proper to it, and went,
further, the length of offering it veneration by burning incense before
it, he took it into his hands and ground it to powder, and contemptuously called it "a piece of brass "-Nehushtan. This he did no
doubt, and did it wisely, to impress the popular mind, and it is the
responsibility of godly rulers from kings downwards to initiate reforms
when they inherit thrones and principalities and people under some
special phase of sin which is capable of being put away. You know
it is possible for a nation to sin so long and so persistentTy as to be
beyond remedy-beyond remedy. And thus it was in the case of
Israel in the end. "Ephraim"-that was Israel as distinguished
from Judah-" Ephraim "or Israel, " is jO,ined to idols, let him alone."
That was God's word, they were past reformation, they were now
to be given up judicially to their own ways. It is an awful state of
things when a nation is given up to its own devices. But now God
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has a purpose of'much mercy for this king of Judah, hence He laid it
upon the heart of this godly young ruler to initiate radical reforms
and to put away that which was an abomination in the sight of Jehovah.
No doubt exists in my own mind that just because Hezekiah did these
things, just because Hezekiah carried out these religious reforms, he
stirred up the' opposition and the bitter hatred of those who loved
the idolatry. He had destroyed the objects of their worship and
therefore the spirit of resentment would necessarily actuate them.
Now, the great promoter and the great leader of such opposition to
the truth of God and to the interests of souls will always be found
personified in Satan himself. And so it would seem to me that Satan
stirred up the king of Assyria to enter upon this campaign of invasion
and to bring his great military and other forces into the land. He
succeeded first in capturing Samaria, and then he turned his lustful
eyes to the kingdom of Judah and proceeded to besiege one and
another of the Judean cities, and at last he must take the capital
itself, the holy city, Jerusalem was besieged. I was reading, you
remember, in the morning's service, how the king of Assyria sent up
from where he had his forces concentrated at Lachish, or Libnahsent up messengers, apparently military men, the name of the leader
of them-Rab-shakeh-signifies chief commander, or the commanderin-chief, Rab signifying" high" or "chief." He was a commanderin-chief, no doubt, of Sel1nacherib's forces. He was the spokesman
who carried the words of the Assyrian king and uttered them defiautly
within the hearing of the representatives of Hezekiah who were upon,
the walls of the city, to be bome to the king Hezekiah. Now the
language of defiance which was uttered by the representative of
Sennacherib is well worth reading, you find it in the eighteenth chapter,
and you see how the blaspheming king places the living Jehovah, the
God of Israel, upon an equality with the false gods of the nations
(v-v. 33-35). And the people, the people of Hezekiah, who hearkened,
held their peace. , They had 110 word to answer, no response to give,
" for the king's commandment was, saying, Answer him not." The
king had laid up in his heart quite another thought than that of holding
any parley with the enemies of his God. Then says the last verse, and
this is important because of the connection in which it stands with
our text: "Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over
the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the
recorder, to Hezekiah, with their clothes rent, and told him the words
of Rab-shakeh." "And," says our text, "it came to pass, when
king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself
with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord."
The first point we notice is the prompt action Hezekiah'took. He
did not call a council of war. The natural course would have been,
say, to have summoned the chief military advisers and held a close
council and considered the matter as to what was to be done, but that
was not the wisdom of Hezekiah. God had Hezekiah in the hollow
of His hand; Hezekiah was one who trusted the Lord in days both of
t
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adversity and prosperity. He acknowledged his God in the days of
his prosperity and songht to uphold the truth of his God, and now
in the days of his sad adversity he knows that he has a God to 'Thom
he can turn. Oh, friends, it is a great mercy for anyone of us to know
in the heart that one has a God to Whom he can turn in dark days,
in our distress, in our afRictions, in our conflicts. And Hezekiah was
not beating about now to find a God, he was not wondering in his
heart" To whom shall I turn 1" He turned not to man, he turned
not to human wisdom, he did not wait upon his chief captains, he
first-when he heard the words of blasphemy against the God in
Whom he trusted-rent his royal clothes and laid them aside, and
he clothed himself in sackcloth and thus entered into the temple and
sought his God. You ask why he rent his clothes 1 You remember
we have several cases in the Scripture of the rending of the garments
in connection with the utterance of blasphemy. In Jeremiah xx,,--vi.
we have possibly an instance. Perhaps a more powerful example is
that we have in the twenty-sixth chapter of Matthew. Here we have
the Lord Jesus standing in the presence of the high priest, the questions
are put to Him concerning His claims, and He claims to be none other
than the Son of God. "NeverthelesS "-though thou mayest not
see in Me the right to this claim-" I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye
see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in
the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying,
He hath spoken blasphemy." It was in association with the sin of
blasphemy it was the Eastern custom to rend the clothes, and that
gave emphasis to the action of king Hezekiah-the chief sin, as he
recognized, in the words of Rab-shakeh were the words contemptuonsly
uttered against Jehovah Himself. The king was content to take a
low place as one who had been wrOllged; what he felt so keenly, as a
man of God, was that dishonour had been done to the Most High, a)ld
therefore he rent his clothes. He covered himself with sackclothsackcloth, an outward sign of humiliation and mourning, and that
indexed the condition of Hezekiah's mind. Oh, he was humiliated
into the lowest valley of experience. Had there been a lower plac.e
for him to take he would, under the present condition of things, have
sought it out and willingly occupied it. He clothes himself with
sackcloth; his heart is full of sorrow, but chiefly souow because it is
a day of rebuke and blasphemy. Is it therefore at all to be wondered
at, this being the fact and this being the frame of his mind, he did not
turn to his chief captains, he did not call a council of war, he did not
ask wisdom of man or direction of man, but turned away from man
and went in, as I understand here, alone into the temple. What an
example to set his people. I dare say there were many unbelievers
who were taking note of the king's movements. These would wonder
in their hearts, "What has taken possession of the mind of the king
that, in the present condition of imminent danger in which the city
stands, he is not taking any military precautions or adopting any
military steps for the defence of the city 1 What can we expect 1 "
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But the king proceeded. He was seeking the God Whom he had
honoured in the days of his prosperity and his greatness, when the
land was free from the presence of the invader. Here let me address
for a moment my younger friends. My young friends, you who love
the Lord Jesus Christ, you who a.re serving Him in the days of your
prosperity, in the days of your youth hefore the evil days come and
you get weary of the present evil world in its manifold relationships
to you, let those evil days overtake you and you will have the
consolation of being able to turn to the Lord Whom you served when
"the yoke was easy and when the burden was light." And those
who thus seek find,. and those who ask, receive,. those who thus knock
plaintively and trustingly at the door of His mercy, find the door
open unto them. This in passing.
"He went into the house of the Lord "-he was no formalist
attendant on the temple worship. I take it he was generally there,
in his seat-in his place-perhaps on his throne but as " worshipper
of his God, not as a formalist. He did not go to attend the temple
services from custom or through mere habit, but he was a spiritual
suppliant, he knew the blessedness of prayer, and he therefore went
to that House of Prayer-the Father's House. "It shall be called the
House of Prayer." He used therefore to go in the days of his greatness
and prosperity and seek his God in the temple, and now he seeks Him
in the days of his adversity, he has no doubt about the Lord's favour.
He goes into the House of the'Lord, not his own house. Some of us
would probably have turned aside and gone to our own homes and
had our prayer there to the Lord in secret, but I take it the king would
prefer to be a public example. He had broken up the brazen serpent
publicly, and now he would show that his trust was still in the Lord
Whom he had sought to honour by his policy of reformation; and
therefore he goes up, not to his own house or chamber, but he goes up
to the temple of the Lord, and he goes clothed with the outward garments of humiliation and mourning. The king goes up publicly then
to lay his case publicly before his God. We have not got very probably
every word which he spake. We know indeed very little of what
passed between him and the Lord, but we do know the outcome of it.
We see how the Lord answered him, though we have not got the words
of Hezekiah as to how he asked the Lord. We find in the subsequent
verses he promptly acted after he had been in the House of the Lord,
and we may therefore confidently conclude tbat the Lord directed
his- action; the Lord laid upon his heart what he was to do. Now
what did he ~ He sent Eliakim, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders
of the priests covered· with. sackcloth to Isaiah the prophet (v. 2).
And thus he honoured the prophet. No doubt he honoured God in
the prophet, and it was testimony again to the besieged city that the
heart of the king was in search ot Divine deliverance and not of any
human deliverance. Instead of sending to the chief captain and to
his forces he sends to the prophet, the man of God. And what is
the object of the mission of these selected officers of the king ~
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They said to Isaiah (v. 3), "Thus saith Hezekiah." Now we must
believe what follows were the words of Hezekiah, and that these
faithful witnesses added nothing to the words, nor dared to take
anything from them, and that being SO here we have the words of
Hezekiah as the outcome of communion with God in the temple.
You notice there is no petition for himself. The whole burden of the
trouble is, The Lord has been dishonoured; the Lord has been
reproached. It is blasphemy that has been uttered, and therefore
let us seek that this dishonour done to Him in Whom we trust may
be over-ruled, and he takes Isaiah into fellowship with himself, a
fellowship of prayer. This is very beautiful; how it seems to anticipate the teaching of Jesus, "If two of you shall agree on earth as
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of
My Father Which is in Heaven "-king Hezekiah and the prophet
Isaiah of one mind and one heart in looking to the Lord under the
circumstances of this grave and national sorrow, looking to and
pleading with the wonder-working God of the promises for His interference. How promptly Isaiah seems to be able to speak on the great
subject (v. 6). He, you know, always had the highest interests of
Israel at heart. Oh, like Jeremiah, he could weep bitter tears, hot
bitter tears concerning the sins of the nation. You very likely have
noticed this, how those Old Testament prophets-those men of Godwere great patriots, but their patriotism always took colour from their
holy character. They always considered how God had a hand in the
events of the nation, and how God's honour was involved in all national
sin, and they were mighty intercessors for the nation, the backsliding
nation. Oh, how little Israel understood that, how little they valued
the presence of the prophets of the Lord, whereas those true prophets
were largely instrumental in the preservation of the nation, largely
instrumental in the Divine hand of delivering the nation from time to
time. Isaiah said to them, "Thus shall· ye say to your master," not,
"I say," but, "Thus saith the Lord." Isaiah had evidently receivecl
a communication from the Lord, and therefore he speaks in the Name
of the living God-H Tell the king, your royal master; Thus saith the
Lord" (v. 6). You see God appropriates the events entirely unto
Himself; He leaves Hezekiah entirely out of the question-" The
servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. This sin has
been committed against Me Personally, against My Holy Name, against
My people, be not thou afraid of the words which thou hast heard"
(v. 9). "Behold, I will send a blast upon him . . . and I will cause
him to fall by the sword in his own land," and then, as we were reading
this evening, all this came to pass (v. 37). But God had yet to deal
with the 185,000 Assyrian soldiers who were gathered round the walls
of the holy city. How were these to be disposed of? Ah, when the
Lord enters upon the work of deliverance for one of His dear, trusting
peOple, nothing can hinder the performan«e of His counsel, and so it
was, He just in the night singled out of the innumerable heavenly
host one angel-that was enough for God's purpose. And this one
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angel received from his Creator a commission of judgment, and he
proceeded with lightning wing to carry out the Divine behests, and
with one stroke of that sword of his, which was the power of God
throngh his angelic means, the whole 185,000 Assyrians fell to the
ground, and in the morning as they looked from the walls of the
besieged city, the foremost among them probably-many thinkbeing Hezekiah and Isaiah, the whole of the 185,000 were lying dead
corpses on the ground, the whole 185,000 perished. Now this was
the outcome of the faith of this solitary believer in the God of the
promises. Oh, that we might have grace, my dear hearers, that we
might have grace, as Hezekiah had grace, to serve the Lord with all
the heart and soul and strength and mind in the day of prosperity,
so that when the dark night of adversity overtakes us, and especially
if it be persecution for our testimony's sake or for services in the
Lord's cause, we shall have the joy of turning to the God of Omnipotence, and we shall have the opportunity of moving the Handthat Hand-by simple, believing prayer, to effect for us a salvationand a great one.
May the Lord add blessing to His Word for Christ's sake. Amen.
THE HOLY ·CITY AND ITS LIGHT.
A SERMON PREACHED BY MR. J. E. HAZELTON AT STREATLEY HALL)
LONDON, ON SUNDAY, Nov. 21ST, 1915.
" And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it "
for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof."REVELATION xxi. 23.
(Concluded from p. 252.)
What light is this that is here set forth in connection with this
Lamp 1 How does the light of Christ in heaven shine into human
, hearts in this hall, shall I say, at the present time 1 How is it possible 1
Christ literally and truly is there, and yet His light shines here. "I
saw a river of water of life, proceeding from the throne of God and
of the Lamb." And what is that river 1 God the Holy Ghost bringing down to thirsty lips, bringing down to thirsty hearts of the treasure
in the Lord Jesus Christ. And when Christ is so shining into your
othenvise dark hearts, lighting up your often fog-bound and begloomed
spirits, how is it 1 It is the light proceeding from the Father and
the Son; it is the light that is as a lamp. Viewed as water it is clear
as crys.tal; viewed as light it comes to warm and cheer and bless and
uplift. Light and warmth are in this Lamp, light and life and warmth.
I have an old friend over ninety, and sometimes he speaks to me
about his exercises. He talks often a good deal about music, and says,
"Here I dwell a good deal among quavers and demisemiquavers,_
but again and again the Lord visits my soul, and tunes me up a bit."
So it is with you and me; it is often with us a demisemiquaver, but
when the Light shines, then we can say,
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"When this poor lisping, stammering tongue
Lies .silent in the grave,
Then in a. nobler, sweeter son~1
I'll sing Thy power to save. '

We know Christ as a Lamp, or we should not have been kept going
so long. There is nothing here to help us anywhere along our journey,
that is, in connection with the things that are seen. The religion
of which our God is the Author, God will carry on and bring to blessed
and glorious perfection.
I do not seem to have begun yet; it has so far been pretty well all
introdnction. An old lady nsed to say to a minister, "I wish you
would not be so long laying the cloth that you have nothing to put
on it afterwards." Now I do not want to be like that. Let us look
at the light of Christ our Lamp. It is nnique light; it is unchanging
light, festal light, all-pervading light; the light of life and the light
of love.
It is unique light. There is nothing else like the light that comes
from Christ; this great and glorions Lamp. It is a Lamp that is fed
by no earthly oil; its radiance is not earthly, and yet it is truly light
for man, light adapted to the new nature; light adapted to that new
capacity which God the Holy Ghost creates in the mind and heart
of a sinner once dead in trespasses and sins, when He comes· at the
time of the new birth. It is light that is Divine, or it would be of no
use to us. It is light also that is human, and this makes Christ the
Lamp. The Man Christ Jesus is here; God over all blessed for ever
is here-Light of light, Very God of Very God! As Man in His pure
humanity, the Holy Spirit without measure was given unto Him,
and in this sense of the word He is also light. He is light also as the
Christ of God combining in Himself the two natures, the human and
the Divine. He is Light and nothing but Light. It is unique light;
it is a light that illuminates; it is a light that warms, and it is a light
that brings health; it is the light that manifests, and ·it is a light
that energizes.
But someone says, Is not the Law light 1 . Yes, it is, and there are
some here who know that by painful experience, but the light of the
Law is a fiery light; it burns, it scorches, it brings unutterable pangs,
into the conscience and into the mind. "From His right hand went
out a fiery law unto them." Look at that field. There it is, baked
hard under the fiery light of a fierce tropical sun. The ground is
cracked. There is nothing growing there, but the fiery light of that
sun beats upon that field. Will anything grow on it 1 No. The
tropical sun reveals the barrenness and the unfertility of that field.
But look, the rain falls,. dew distils; gentle breezes blow, and the light
of the SUll, not at its zenith but at the appointed seaten of the year,
falls upon that field and the whole surface of the land is changed.
And so the Law reveals to us our lost and ruined condition. As a
fiery law it burns and scorches, but when the law takes a poor sinner
in hand, the si,nner is fanned by the breezes of the Holy Spirit. He
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is warmed and cheered by God the Father in Christ Jesus the Lord,

and where all is barren, within there is an up·springing and realization
of the Lamb as the Lamp, that is bringing heat and warmth and
radiance in a tempered and blessed form. Jesus only shining forth,
the "Holy Spirit testifies concerning Him. The world itself is in the
darkness of death and of Satan. Many still walk where you and I
did, in sparks of their own kindling, but when a precious Christ arises
upon the soul, the whole scene is absolutely changed.
Let me remind you of what Goethe once wrote in his Diary. He
was the world's favourite, but he had to write towards the close of
his life, "I have never been really happy," and he added, "I am
conscious that Time is swiftly carrying me on in my light car of
Destiny, but whither, who can tell ~" And so he breaks off. There
is a worldling; there is what the world can do. Education, poetry,
culture! "The light car of Destiny, but whither, who can tell ~ "
Look at Abraham. He sought a city ~ he looked for a city which
hath foundations, whose Builder and whose Maker is God. This light
brings health, and my soul is only healthy as the light that comes
from God and from the Lamb by the blessed Spirit shines therein.
Look at the difference between a plant that lives in the sunshine
and one that is where it cannot get light. Look at the blanched
leaves of the plant that had no sun. Look at the green leaves and
the healthy appearance of the plant that has been favoured with light.
And so unless Jesus shines upon my soul, unless I know something
of the dew of the Spirit, and the rain of His grace, my leaf will hecome
blanched. 0 Lord, lift up the light of Thy countenance upon me,
and grant me Thy peace.
Now can anyone here, any of the dear doubting ones here, can you
deny this, that" the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God ha"
shined upon you in the face of the Lord Jesus Christ ~ "Well, I
should hardly like to give a decisive answer to that," you reply. Is'
that what you say ~ I put this question, Will you this morning
dishonour Christ by rejecting Him ~ If you reject Christ you dishonour Him, and I know you would say "That is the last thing I
would do." Why would you not reject Him ~ Because you have
seen the glory of God in the face of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus
Christ is the face of God, and if I want to see God's face I must see
Jesus Christ, and there is always a smile there for every coming sinner.
But you do not always feel that. No! because of the fogs and because
of the Lord's dealings with us. What does Bonar sing ~
"I heard the voice of Jesus say,
I am this dark world's LigM,
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy days be bright.
1 looked to Jesus and I found
In Him my Star, my Sun;
And in that Light of Life I'll walk,
Till travelling days are done,"
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And then Christ the Lamp of the city is urwhanging light. But I
have changes. He can never be superseded by other lights here.
The light that there is in His countenance is reflected in His Word,
in ordinances, but in the city no ordinances will ever be needed; we
shall no longer see through a glass dimly, but face to face.
'
I wanted to have spoken upon this Light as described in this text
as blessedly festal light. I have said that the text and the chapter
refer to the consummation and eternal kingdom of God, and elsewhere
that is described in relation to the Church like this: "The marriage
of the Lamb is come and His wife hath made herself ready." Now
that period has not come yet, the public marriage of the Lamb. When
will that come 1 See what we read in the 8th of Romans: In the
day of the manifestation of the sons of God, when the Lord Jesus
Christ will receive everyone whom He has redeemed, not as disembodied spirits, but with their raised bodies like unto His body,
inhabited for evermore by their ransomed spirits and gathered together
in the city which hath foundations. Then will come to pass the
saying that is written, the marriage of the Lamb is come and His
wife hath made herself ready, and the Lamp over the whole of that
festal scene, when the Lord will look upon the travail of His soul and
be satisfied, will come from Him Who has done all, even Jesus Christ
our Redeemer and our Friend. Will there be any part of heaven
that will be night 1 No. "There shall be no night there," and I
love that word-I think it is in the Gospel of Luk~f our Lord,
"having no part dark." That is to cOme to pass. "Having no part
dark "-tempered light, tempered to our capacity, tempered to our
growth, because I believe we shall be growing in heaven, that is, our
capacity will be enlarging. Must it not be so when it it declared that
the Lamb shall lead them to living fountains of waters 1 In other
words, there will be no place in heaven where there is not the light
of the Lamb, Wherever there is this Light, there is life.
Lastly, it is the Light of Love. "The Lamb is the Lamp thereof."
He is the revelation of the love of God; the light of redeeming love;
the light which bears its radiance from Him Who in the Garden and
on the Cross died to put away the sins of His Church and people.
What is heaven to you 1 What does heaven in your thoughts and
conception stand for 1 You remember that conversation which
Pliable and Christian had when they first set out from the City of
Destruction. Christian enlarged on the joys of heaven with much
warmth and power and beauty of expression, and Pliable said, "If
that is heaven I want to get there as quickly as I can. Friend, let us
make more speed." Christian said, "I cannot because of the burden
on my back," and if you know nothing about the burden you will·
know nothing about a precious Christ. Pliable's sentimentality was
stirred up only, but if you are a poor burdened sinner, you will want
Christ. If you are an unburdened sinner, and have received the
gift of forgiveness, you will want Christ, because you will feel your
weakness day by day 'and hour by hour. Through all the ages of
•
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eternity we shall need Christ, and we shall be with Him for ever and
for ever.
U

The Bride eyes not her garment,
But her dear Bridegroom's face;

not gaze at glory,
But on my King of Grace;
Not at the crown He gifteth,
But on His pierced hand;The Lamb is ALL the glory
I wiU

Of Emmanuel's Land."

"SO WAS ENDED ALL THE WORK."

,

WHEN God, at the Creation, looked upon the work of His hands, He
said it was all "very good." He did not say it was excellent or
glorious; such descriptions must be reserved for Christ. He did not
say it was perfect, or all fair: what words then would He use for His
Son's loved one ~ She is holy, lUlblameable, lUlreprovable, beautiful;
her voice is sweet (so He saysJ-her cOlUltenance is comely. He
lavishes admiration and praises on her. He is silent in His love: and
her spiritual existence is one long-drawn desire for more of Him, of
His help, His appearing, His forgiveness, His favour, His acceptance,
His assurances of love, His peace. There is none on earth to be desired
at the cost of losing Him. Heaven would have no attraction if the
Lord were not there. He is a Rock, Moses said, calm, strong, and
everlasting in power. His work is perfect. It had looked very
rugged when Pharaoh, instead of letting the people go, had added
so unreasonably to their burdens, but the waves of the Red Sea
. soon smoothed down that roughness. God's work was perfect. The
children of Israel, numerous and strong, were at the entering of the
promised land, and Moses saw no imperfection in the fact that he
himself must not go over. The Lord had perfected that which concerned himself as well as that which concerned the people. This was
the comfort of David: "The Lord will perfect that which concerneth
me," be it a day's exercise or a life of seventy years. Such a persuasion
wrought by the power of divine wisdom and love, would all day long
" allay the stormy wind and calm the surges of the mind." Precipitate
in our conclusions and interpretations as even Samuel was (1 Sam.
xvi. 6), we think that we have waited our appointed days, and that
a change is at hand long before the Lord thinks so, long before patience
has had its perfect work. ~1any a saint has asked with the Psalmist,
" And now Lord what wait I for" ~ And the Lord's answer has
extended over months and years, till at the last it comes to this, "I
have waited for Thy salvation."
When I went to see. myoid friend Mrs. Crocker one evening, four
years ago or more, I thought that she was surely about to die, and I
knew that with her, to be absent from the body was to be present
with the Lord. She had known Him for fifty-five years. It was at
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the age of nineteen, after her mother's happy death, that she was
found of Him. For nine months, in much sorrow of soul, she cried
after Him. At last one day she shut herself up and said, "Lord, if
I perish, I'll perish at Thy feet. Say to me as Thou didst to the poor
woman, 'Thy sins be forgiven thee.'" And the Lord heard and
answered, spoke forgiveness, and peace and love, and made her soul
like a watered garden. Theu followed years of what she called work
for Him. In living love, but in Methodist zeal, not considering that
her words had no intrinsic power, she visited, exhorted, implored;
went to dying beds, saw some finish their course with joy, others,
already in the despair of the lost, she saw shrieking for another breath
of this life. Her family consisted of two SOns. She" would not let
the air blow on them" she said, and they both left her, the younger
after a long and painful illness, fell asleep in Jesus; the elder went to
America and was lost sight of. For her husband she prayed twenty
years before she saw the answer in evidence that he was born of God.
But "he was always a poor fearing creature." It waS not till the
evening time that he saw the sun, and he had been happy and satisfied
for a few days only, when he died praising God. From that time she
steadily though slowly lost health and strength. She could do very
little visiting. She could only sit and hear things that made her sadof the godlessness and pleasure seeking of many who had professed
her own faith. Confused by the preaching she had been accustomed
to, she thought that they had "fallen from grace," aud feared for
herself that she also might" go away." But iu the wearisome days
and nights appointed, the Lord Himself taught her in doctrine, as'
she knew in heart, the way of life. She said one day, as if it had been
a revelation, that she had thought that those of whom she spoke even
weeping, had never really been taught of God. At the feet of the
Lord alone, and when she could do nothing, she learned that whom
He did foreknow as an election of grace, He also did predestinate to
the conformity of Christ, and that being preserved by Him, they must
be safe at last. Even to the end of her life her hopes and fears on this
point continually alternated. But on this evening, when she was
ill and weak, every yoke was destroyed, every bond broken. She had
had a visit at SL'l: in the morning, and the Lord's presence still lit up
her face. She sat up in bed, and poured forth her praises. "0 that
precious blood. 0 that sin-atoning Blood. 0 that peace-speaking
Blood." Then she upbraided herself for her longing to be gone.
" Wretch that I am to want to go home just to serve my own ends.'"
I knew as I listened that there was such a thing as holy ground, and
could say nothing. But next morning she was better, and in a few
days able to potter about her room. After a while prices began to
rise, funds remained where they were, weakness increased, and it was
a choice between Workhouse and the home of a Romanist niece.
She chose the former, and cheerfully and thankfully enough (being
wearied out), she got a bed in the infirmary ward. At first she tried
to get some of them to listen to heF, but they would not hear, so she
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lay still, put her head under the clothes very often and communed
with her own heart. One evening such a sweet sense of the Lord
came over her that she said to Him she would rather have Him than
sleep. And she lay awake the whole night resting in His love. She
looked very miserable one day, had been sad for a week she said, since
a Perfectionist had asked her why she should not be always rejoicing,
did not the blood of Jesus Christ cleanse from all sin ~ He did not
know that her conflict was a better thing than his confidence. He
had never had a battle with Satan and a victory over him. He had
never heard the promise of the word, "I will see you again and your
heart shall rejoice." She was better and worse month after month,
and many times I was wrong in thinking she was going. A dear friend
also visited her, and read and prayed, and we always thought we got
more than we gave in her prayers and benedictions. Latterly she
could scarcely speak, but she smiled a smile of more restful content
than I ever saw when I said something one day about her seeing the
Lord. That was one Wednesday afternoon not two months ago.
She died in the night on Friday, and" the glory of the Lord filled the
house of the Lord."
FOLLOWER-ON.

THEY "WIST NOT."
I HAVE just found amongst some old notes of seven or eight year&
ago four references in Scripture containing the words "wist not."
I do not remember who gave them, or what was said upon them, but
they are suggestive, and the Holy Spirit will teach us. "Who teacheth
like· H'Im.I "
The first reference is Exodus xxxiv. 29: "Moses wist not that the
skin of his face shone while he talked with Him." We see in this
circumstance how very real, and bracing, and sweet, contact with
. the Master is. For we cannot be in the glory of His presence without
reflecting the glory. Do our faces shine with all unknown brightness ~
Moses wist not of this shining, neither shall we, but those around u&
will notice it. "They took knowledge of them that they had been
with Jesus." Have you not been sometimes with a dear child of God
when the very atmosphere around breathed of heavenly peace, when
the shining face and ardent words have witnessed to the" continually
with Thee ~" I have, and have felt there was a soul dwelling not
on the threshold merely but within the Presence.
What wonderful talking that must have been in the mount with
God. Forty days and forty nights Moses" was there with the Lord,"
whilst He communicated His laws and ordinances. No doubt the
Lord comforted Moses and gave him many loving assurances of His
continual help. And the man who was afraid of speaking to his
fellow men, even at God's command, because he was" slow of speech,"
was not afraid to speak with God, nay even to reason with Him. He
was not afraid when he talked with Him il). the midst of the burning
bush at the beginning of his ministry, and h~ was not_afraid when he
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went up unto mount Nebo and died there. He knew he was ~alking
up to die, but he knew, too, the Lord was with him and dire()ting.
The Jews have a tradition that Moses was " kissed to death." Anyhow he was no doubt tenderly called home after gazing upon the fair
prospect from the summit ,of Pisgah and the Lord buried him. What
supreme distinction for the man" whom the Lord knew .face to face,"
and whom the Lord described as, "My servant Moses . . . who is
faithful in all Mine house. With him will I speak mouth to mouth."
And upon some,of His dear people now He bestows much of. His
spirit, much of His love, and much power with Him. They are often
with Him in the mount of sacred communion and earnest prayer,
and it is their joy to know personally the very sweet fellowship as
expressed by the Psalmist, " I am continually with thee."
.
Then the second reference containing the words" wist not" is very
sad (Judges xvi. 20). "He wist not that the Lord was departed from
. him." Samson had yielded to temptation. He had been hitherto
so marvellously strong that he wist not that the Lord had departed
from him. The wonderful power that the Lord had given him was
abused, and he had to pay very dearly for his sin. The Lord's gifts
are not bestowed to be unlawfully used. He wist not that the Lord
had departed {TOm him, but .the Lord knew all about it, and knowing,
He gave him much to endure. His name is recorded amongst the
heroes of faith. He did not utterly forsake him. He never does.
The third reference is John v. 13: "He that was healed wist not
who it was that had healed him." "IIfy readers are acquainted with
the details of this man's cure of lameness at the pool of Bethesda and
of the questioning of the Jews as to who it was that had healed him,
for they knew it was not due to the troubling of the water, but that
he was bidden to rise, take up his bed and walk. But the man" wist
not who it was." Dear ,eader, does He not often deliver now those
who know Him not. He is constantly raining down benefits, and is
neither recognized nor acknowledged. We see this in the present
day in national dealings, in SOCIal dealings, and in personal dealings.
He appeared for us at Mons, but many "wist not." He appeared
for us last year when the tide of war was all against us, but they" wist
not." He responded to the cry of His people in August, but many
seem now as though they wist nO.t. Time and space forbid the recital
.of many special interpositions which we cherish in our hearts and •
memories, but . . . they wist not. "By a stroke of good luck,"
they say. They wist not who was behind the so-called" good luck."
What marvellous patience He has with us! How can H~ .bear it 1 There is'infinite, tenderest love in all His dealings "who for the joy
that was set before Him endured," and now He looks beyond all this
world defiance and sees only His well-beloved people" hidden in the
Saviour's side," triumphing in view of the final consummation of all
things in His glory.
The fourth "wist. not" is' one of delightful surprise (Acts xii. 9).
" He (Peter) went out and followed him, and wist not that it was true
21
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which was done by the angel, but thought he saw a vision." Peter
was lying in prison strictly guarded, for we read of the first watch and
the second watch, and the iron gate. However, though thus secured,
the angel of the Lord came and the light shone. Peter was sleeping.
Oh! how gracious the Lord is to give sleep to His beloved in their
times of trial. The angel must have entered very quietly. He smote
Peter on the side to rouse him, and then (this is such a tender feature)
he raised him up. But what was it to poor Peter to be roused up in
prison to see a light in the dead of night. Ah! but the angel spoke
saying, " Arise up quickly." How could he, secured as he was with
chains ~ Dear reader, the Lord never calls upon His people to do
anything without enabling, and of course it was so here. He provided
Ior this emergency. We read, " And his chains fell off from his hands."
Even then he was all unequipped for leaving the prison. The angel
said, " Gird thyself and bind on thy sandals." He was enabled again.
We read, " And so he did." Furthermore/the angel said, " Cast thy
garment about thee, and follow me." What a sweet insistency there
was about it all, telling him just what to do. We can imagine Peter
was dazed with the suddenness of awaking, the unaccustomed light,
the relief from chains. So the Lord tenderly took all this into account
and told him one step after another what to do. Does He not do this
now, just "light for one step more "~ He does not pile one duty
upon another, but gently one by one. Don't let us worry, dear child
of God, about to-morrow and its possible or even probable difficulties
which may in His kind providence never reach us, but take the present
one step now as He leads, the" follow me." "Follow me." Peter
" went out and followed him, and wist not that it was true which was
done by the angel, but thought he saw a vision." They passed the
first and second ward. The iron gate leading into the city opened of
his own accord, and they went out, passing into the street. So with
us. Our deliverances are so great and SO wonderful, we often think
"too good to be true," as Peter who "thought he saw a vision."
:But he " came to himself and said, Nbw I know of a surety that the
Lord hath sent His angel and hath delivered me." Now it is no longer
"wist not" but" I know." He'realized unmistakably that it was
all true, all true. The Lord's biddings had been His enablings. It
will be SO with us. We, too, shall be brought safely through to sing,
• "The Lord has delivered me. Praise Him." Faith absorbed in sight,
we shall not walk as in a dream, but consciously, joyously, confidingly.
Wlien we shall see Him as He is, the altogether lovely, shall we not,
as a gifted writer expresses it, whisper to each other ~"Brother, is our best Beloved
What you pictured Him below?
Sister, did faith's brightest visions
Ever hint wh&t now you know?
We shan then have but one answer;
Oh, how poor, and weak, and dim
Were the loftiest expectations
That we ever formed of Him."
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We wist not now, but we shall know then. He is now preparing
uS for the brightness, albeit He leads step by step through very dark
passages. He is preparing jM us and He is preparing us. We shall
be beyond the" wist not" of Peter, who thought he was in a dream.
We shall be beyond the "wist not" of the lame man, for we shall
lO,OW Him who healed us. We shall be beyond the" wist not" of
Samson. No temptation shall assail us there. We shall be beyond
the" \vist not" of Moses, who had to veil his face from shining; for·
it will be shining all round then-all shining faces in the shining city
where He is "Wbose countenance was as the Sun shineth in his
strength."
H

Home sweet Home!
My heart must ever linger
Where H. has entered in."
NETTlE.

THE SHEPHERD OF ISRAEL.
one day on the hillside in a very lovely pastoral country, we
observed a shepherd speak some words to his dog at the door of his
solitary whitewashed cottage on the hill. The dog at once bounded
off to eight sheep who had been straggling in a direction opposite to
where the main flock were feeding. How quick his movements were,
surrounding them and driving them before him, from the place where
they had been, across the path that divided the one from the other
through the gap in the separating wall. The dog then left them to .
feed with the others. We were struck with the instinct, intelligence,
and training of this creature-the shepherd's dog; with his quick
despatch of his master's business and bidding.
Shall it then be given to an earthly shepherd to do this and many
another tiling in his care for his sheep, and shall it not be much mor.e
found to be truth, as Mr. Hart says, that Israel's
" Shepherd and King
Cares much for His sheep.
To trust Him endeavour,
The work is His own;
He makes the believer
And gives him His Crown"?
The Prophet Ezekiel devotes a whole chapter (Ezek. xxxiv.) ~o
show forth the love, the care, and the Covenant faithfulness of the
Shepherd of Israel for His sheep, for everyone of whom and for no
other He laid down His life. His eye of Divine compassion beholds
them as fallen into the hands of professed under-shepherds who foul
the waters of God's sanctuary with their feet, never having been
themselves shod with the preparation of the Gospel of Christ. Clear
streams and living water, the promise of the Covenant of grace (Isaiah
xliv. 3) can only be found where the under-shepherd is hinlself a man
of God and Ttuth, preaching the everlasting Gospel with the Hol:
BEING
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Ghost sent down from heaven. I am at a point here, and satisfied
that all else, and all short of it, is "the line of oonfusion, and the
stones of emptiness." It was a word of faithful admonition given
me forty-six years ago by my then true friend, the late Dr. Peter
Leigh, of Liverpool. "I am astonished, Mr. A--, that you can go
and set yourself down under a dead Presbyterian ministry." A word
in season, how good is it! The Shepherd of Israel's hand and voice
were,in that word, and I was there and then driven off from pasture
trodden down by Arminian doctrine, and waters fouled by the feet
of those who run unsent. God's elect are a people who are sanctified
by the truth (John xvii. 17; 19). That is Christ's intercessory prayer
on their behalf. In consequence, they are led into .all truth, taught
it as it is in Jesus. They love it, they buy it and sell it not; and
becoming more and more shut up to Christ as an all-sufficient Redeemer
and Saviour, they are led !ly Him out of all the waste places and
desolations of man's reason, free agency; and self-sufficiency, to the
green pastures of His blessed Word and the doctrine of Sovereign
grace. The prophet Isaiah has not proceeded far in that precious
fortieth chapter to bring out the things that minister comfort to God's
dear people, when he declares, "He shall feed His flock like a
Shepherd," which Dr. Doddridge finely paraphrases in these lines"I freely feed them now,
With tokens of My Love;
But richer pastures I prepare,
And sweeter streams above."

Oh, how encouraging it is for a minister of Christ to be saluted at
the close of the service with such words as, "Well, I've had a feeding
time." Can such a time be had by any of His dear sheep apart from
. the grace and special blessing of the Shepherd whose own-preacher
and hearer-the sheep are ~ No! It is His standing and feeding,
and at times bringing them to the high mountains of Israel, that
ensures them the blessing.
What a lovely free grace finish is that of our longest psalm, how it
fits in and meets the case of
" All His sheep redeemed by blood."
I have gone astray like a lost sheep, and the acknowledged needs-be
that the Lord should seek him out and bring him in.. He is recognized
under this glorious Covenant title inasmuch as He is found feeding
them and leading them to fountains of living waters, God Himself
wiping all tears from their eyes.
There shall be one fold and one Shepherd. What an enclosure is
that! What pastures are there, and what streams! even of that
river that makes glad the city of God.
Birkenhead.
G. A.
"My memOl"y is nearly gone; but I remember two things: that I
am a great sinner, and tha~ Christ is a great Saviour."-John NewuJn.
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"THOU DIDST CALL."

"Speak, for Thy servant lleareth."-I

SAM.

iii. 10.

SEVEN times, and only seven times, the perfect number, do we read
in the Word of QQd of the Lord caUing any of His servants by the
repeated name. May the Holy Spirit guide into all truth while,
taking these seven calls in their Scripture order, we try to gather
instruction from them.
" Abraham, Abraham" (Gen. xxii. 11). Abraham was thus called
at the moment of testing, the extreme moment of his life. When
"the friend of God" was about to have his faith tested to
the utmost, then God called him. Abraham was called at the
moment of bright faith. The Lord still 80 deals· with His ser_
vants at times. He calls us to some definite and difficult, intense
self-sacrifice. And then, after wrestling, it maybe for hours, with
conflicting doubts, when Satan seems to have well-nigh overcome
us, and nature to have well-nigh overwhelmed us; at last, at last,
with bowed head, in agony, we can, we do, look up to our QQd and say,
" Not my will, but Thine be done." Then perchance it has been with
us as with Abraham. As suddenly as the cross was presented to us;
now that its purpose is accomplished and our will is bent and moulded
to the Lord's will, the cross is utterly withdrawn. Probably every
reader as well as the writer can recall more than one of such terrific
and crucial tests as this. But possibly no other servant of God has
ever been called to such a one as that to which Jehovah called
Abraham. It apparently contradicted God's own word of promise~
To reason, it appeared that everything depended, not on the death,
but on the life of Isaac. Then suddenly Abraham was confronted
with the command which seemed to run counter to the promise. But
" Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteous·
ness." If, depending on our God for strength, we resolutely act as
we believe He wills for us, we shall be spared the trial or supported
under it. For Abraham's QQd is our God! He is as able to-day as
then to spare and to strengthen His children.
"Jacob, Jacob " (Gen. xlvi. 2-4). Now this is vcry beautiful as
contrasted with the call to Abraham. The Lord measures our faith
and meets our weakness. He never demands more than we can give,
He never expects what· we do not possess. In the previous passage
God called His servant by the name of grace, " Abraham, Abraham,"
not Abram, Abram. The former name implied where Abraham stood
at the moment. Grace was in active evidence. Not so, QQd saw,
with Jacob. Alas! he is not here addressed as "Israel, Israel," but
. as "Jacob, Jacob." For "fear" was asserting itself seemingly,
aud nature rather than grace was paramount in the man. The Lord
recoguized this, 80 He c~lled, "Jacob, Jacob," not" Israel, Israel."
He always knows just where Ilis children stand. He comes to US
where we are at the time. He meeta our human nature, or He advances
to present grace, ·as He sees·. our state requires. Jacob was now an
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old man, and the old nature in Jacob was likely to assert itself in
many a "fear" and donbt and misgiving, at this time of mighty
upheaval. The 'Lord allowed for this and met His servant there.
" Fear not . . . I will go down with thee into Egypt." He did not
assure him that he had no ground for" fear"; rather apparently He
suggested that he had. For twice the Lord repeated the " go down
into Egypt." There were dangers" down" in Egypt for Jacob that
would not have met Israel up in Canaan. But Jacob would be safe
in Egypt because his God would" go down with" him. Where the
child of God goes "down" by His commandment or on His commission,
that child of God is verily safe. Albeit it appears to sense to be going
" down," beset with snares and threatened with ills, His own" Fear
not . . . I will go down with thee" is as sure to us to-day as to Jacob
then. Only let us beware of going" down" anywhere that the Lord
does not call us to go or countenance our going. Else evil will inevitably entangle and ensnare us. The Christian is in imminent and
evident danger who wilfully and knowingly trifles with temptation,
or tampers with temporal attractions, or ventures his treadings in
treacherous places. He will not lose his spiritnal life for it. But he
will lose the realized presence of his God, while he thns wanders away
from safety into sin. He will not care dl11'ing these times to dwell
on the thought of his Lord's near return. He will not have much
taste for spiritual things, nor much zest for work for his Master. He
will lose joy and peace in believing. Oh! it is a solemn moment when
we, like Lot, begin to go "toward SodoIll." The steps so started are
seldom stayed, until the J"ord arrests us by some appalling shock or
sorrow. May we beware in time and be watchful 1;0 discern at once
by the teaching of the Spirit, when we are on the point of such a
digression.
But with Jacob in,this case it was not so. The Lord gave His full
approval, and came to comfort His aged servant at this unexpected
turn of his life, with His own assurance, "I will go down with thee."
If Jacob went" down" in "fear," Israel looked up in faith, declaring
with his latest breath, "At night shall he divide the spoil." Yes!
" At evening time it shall be light" to the Christian. The" night"
of discipline does not destroy him. Rather it strengthens his hold
on God. Night lessons bring forth night songs. And the" night"
of darkness and fear heralds the day of glory and joy. Do not be
dismayed or discouraged, beloved fellow-pilgrim, if just now your
path seems downward into shade and danger. Thy God is with thee
there to ensure to thee enduring and enabling grace. Forget thee He
cannot, forsake thee He will not--keep thee and bless thee He assuredly
will! Perchance" the day" is very near-the day of His coming,.
the day of deliverance, the day that shall not be succeeded by night!
"Thy sun shall no more go down . . . and the days of thy mourning
shall be ended," " For the Lord shall be thine everlasting light."
(To be continued, D. V.)
Clapton, E.5.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
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WAYSIDE JOTTINGS IN TROUBLOUS TIMES.
ONE of our eminent judges recently declared that" the harm~the
war had done to the morals of the people of this country was far
beyond the material damage." This is no doubt true. And not only
is it true in regard to those things which are palpable and material,
but also in those which are rlIental and spiritual. How widely is
discontent manifested! How 'greatly the love of money and the
love of pleasure prevails! What boastfulness and pride of human
achievements! And, along with "a form of godliness" on the part
of many, how few value spiritual worship and the faithful proclamation
of the Gospel of thc grace of God! Unregenerate man is unwilling
to acknowledge that he is a sinner-a lost sinner by nature-and can
only be redeemed and saved by Sovereign grace and Almighty power.
Yet all does but prove the infallibility of the Holy Scriptures, and
corresponds with the predicted state of the world described in 2 Tim.
chapters iii., and iv.
How true it is that to be a real Christian one must be "born from
above, for" If any man be in Christ he is A NEW CREATURE" (2 Cor.
v. 17).
•

The views expressed by the learned judge above referred to, have
called forth other expressions of opinion. A lady says: "It is no
use ever expecting a revival of parental control among the masses
The girl will henceforth control herself." The same may be said 01
boys, for it is quite certain that if a child be not trained up in the way
he should go, he will train up himself in the way he should not go.
How confirmatory of the warning of the Bible regarding the last days,
in which grievous times it is said; "Men shall be . . . disobedient
to parents."
All tl'1le Christians must be painfully a{fected by the prevailing
immorality and lawlessness, though, alas, this state of things has
another effect, too, as our Lord forewarned (Matt. xxiv. 12). "Because
iniquity (Gk. lawlessness) shall abound, the love of the many shall
wax cold."
If we witness faithfully against these things, and warn of coming
judgment, we must expect to meet with obloquy and reproach. A
notice of a Prophetical Conference pnblished by a daily newspaper
is headed, "Dismay Society," and the Conference is spoken of as
"gloomy," and its leaders, as "high priests of pessimism." How'
" gloomy" a preacher must Noah have been considered by the men
of his day! Evidently they scouted his warnings, and were wholly
engrossed with earthly things, as is the case with men of the world
at the present time. Our Lord's words are: "As it was in the days
of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. They did
eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage,
until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood came, and
destroyed them all" (Luke xvii. 26, 27). Men in Noah's day doubtless
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considered· him a "pessimist,'" 88 God's faithful witnesses are considered to be now. Those who believe God, however, are not pessimists,
for though they know that the world is not getting better, but on the
other hand is gradually-{)r may we not say now, swiftly-ripening
for 'judgment, they nevertheless look forward to a time of blessedness
succeeding righteous judgment, a time of blessedness such as the
world has never yet experienced, through the rich mercy and grace
of God ,in Christ, when "a king shall reign in righteousness, and
princes shall rule in judgment" (IBa. xxxii. 1).
The Editor wrote an able and important article last month in the
"Protestant Beacon" section of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE concerning
"A Church of England Peril," which should engage the earnest,
c<>nsideration of all Church of England readers. The peril is very
real, and it seems to the writer of these Jottings, that unless God in
His Providence frustrates the designs of the enemies of the
Reformation Settlement, the time may soon come when faithful
Protestants will have to reconsider their position as Ministers, or as
adherents of what would then be, as it would seem, no longer a National
9r a Protestant Reformed Church.
. All who love the dear old Church of England as Reformed and
Protestant, and because she takes her stand upon Holy Writ, should
pray and work that this disaster may not overtake her.
SeVington Rectory, Ash/ord,
R. J. NOYES, RD .
Kent.

•

PATRICK JOSEPH O'LEARY AND THE NEWLY-CONFIRMED.
WRITING of the Rev. Patrick Joseph O'Leary in a brief memoir, the
Rev. Thomas Bradbury says, "His meeting with those who, for the
first time, were about to partake of the Lord's supper, was characterized
by the deepest solemnity. He would endeavour to lead the minds
of the young folk from the outward rite of confirmation to the Spirit's
confirming grace.
Fresh in the writer's remembrance, as though its occurrence were
but of yesterday, is a meeting which was held for this purpose many
years ago. He spoke a kindly word by way of introduction, and then
said, ' If I give out a :verse or two of a hymn, will one of you lads start
a tune ~' An answer in. the affirmative being given, the hymn was
sung, when the dear saint poured out his soul to the God of all grace
for a· blessing upon the youthful charge kneeling around him. He
then', addressed them as his fellow-sinners with such· earnestness and
power as t<> cause at least one 0/ them to tremble.
.'- He said: 'You have all made a public profession of faith, but how
many of· you will stand testing before God in secrettTo be confirmed .by a bishop is one thing, to be confirmed by. the Holy Ghost
is·,anQther. 'You' may submit to. an outward ceremony, and be lost
for ever; but if you experience the Spirit's inward work, you must
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be saved. Now, I might make theologians of you, but that would
not keep you from sin, or out of hell. I might make you into Bible
scholars, but many a man has gone down to the depths of eternal ruin
having his head stored with Bible truths. That which the Lord
delights ·to see in the sinner who approaches Him is a broken heart.
I cannot break your hearts, neither can I give you broken hearts, God
alone can do that. Where are broken hearts to be found 1 Only at
the cross of Christ. Now, if we have broken hearts, none but Jesus
can heal them. If we have broken hearts, we shall hate sin, we cannot
mix up with the world, we shall long to be oft-en with Jesus, and many
a time we shall want to go home, and be with Jesus for ever. My
dear children, it is a fearful thing to go to hell; now nothing can keep
us out of it but Jesus-Jesus' blood to wash away our sins, Jesus'
righteousness to cover our persons, Jesus' Spirit to guide us, Jesus
Himself to take care of us.
See! down there is hell with all its terrors; but, if we are one
with Jesus, we are safe, we are all right. I am a poor sinner with
nothing to look to but Jesus, and with His love in my heart, I can
cling to Him. Yes, as a poor lost sinner, I am clinging to the Rock,
I am clinging to the Rock, I am clinging to the Rock. Only in the Rock
of Ages am I safe.' "
======

in Jlllemortam.
THE

LATE

MISS BEATRICE' ALICE GRIFFITHS.
OF WINSFORD, CHESHIRE.
\YE have received from Mr. Ambrose Griffiths. of Woodville, Middle·
wich Road, Winsford, Cheshire, a very touching account of the home·
call of his only daughter, MISS BEATRICE ALICE GRIFFITHS. In a
covering letter he says, she "was one of the Lord's hidden ones."
"She did so love your Magazine. The names of Miss Ruth Cowell,
Nettie, Follower·On, and E. C. Bower were quite familiar to her,
especially that of Miss Cowell, although she never saw them." Mr.
Griffiths goes on to say that, "speaking for myself, I was brought to
know the truth under the Rev. T. Davis, who was Vicar of this parish
for two years. Of courSe, this is a long time since, but I have taken the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE ever since; and I do hope and pray that it may long
continue to be the means of feeding the Church of Christ in these
degenerate days. . . . '1 have found it very helpful."
A cutting from the local press says of MISS GRIFFITHS as follows :" Possessed of a happy disposition, she had a smile for aU, and was
ever ready to speak a kindly word or perform a good action. She had
deep religious convictipns, which found expression. in her everyday
life. . . . Her gentle and kindly nature made her beloved bYI'll, and
sincere is the sorrow 'which -her passing has created."
. We append her father's,-touching account of her conversion and of
her deep attachment to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Mr. Griffiths writes,-
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" Another lover of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been called to her
Heavenly Home, in the perSOn of my dear and only danghter BEATRICE
ALICE GRIFFITHS, who entered into rest on April 23rd, 1919, aged
38 years. I may say it was the culmination of a long illness, patiently
borne. In fact, I may say she had always a very delicate constitution,
as the local report of her life and death says. She had deep religious
convictions which found expression in her everyday life, but what will
interest you most is, that, next to the Bible itself, she was a diligent
reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I have many bound volumes, and
they were her constant companions. She was always on the look-out
for the new numbers, which she always enjoyed and derived comfort
therefrom. When I tell you that she never heard the Gospel of Free
and Sovereign Grace preached, you will be interested to hear how she
came to love the doctrines of grace, and to live the grace of the doctrines. I shall never forget some years ago, I took her breakfast to her
room"as usual. She said, , Oh, Dad, I am distressed. I have had an
awful' night-not bodily but spiritually. I feel I am a lost sinner.' I
should have said, 'Thank God for that,' but wishing to deal gently
with her, I said, 'Well, my dear girl, I am not sorry to hear you say that.'
She said, , Oh, Dad, why?' I said, , Becanse Jesus ChrIst came into
the wol'ld for the very purpose of seeking and saving that which was
lost.' But she said, 'We have all gone astray like lost sheep.' I
replied, 'Yes, my dear girl, but it isn't all that are brought to know
and feel it like you are'doing, and you will know assuredly sooner or
later that the Good Shepherd goeth after that which is lost' until He
firul it.' The woman searched for the lost piece of silver 'until she
loorul it.' The poor prodigal was 'yet a great way' off when his
Father saw him. You have many times heard me describe sinners by
nature as dead, and you know' the dead know not anything.' Therefore the fact of your knowing and feeling your lost and helpless condition is proof positive that He is beginning a work of grace in your
heart.' So the sequel proved, as she afterwards testified what a
comfort I had been to her, and though her spiritual experience was
not always bright and clear, was not always' on the mountain top,'
she could always fall back upon the text, 'Blessed is he whomsoever
is not offended in Me.' She also derived comfort from one of Mr.
Bradbury's sermons in which he refers to God's people and their
experience as 'the days of a tree.' She many times deplored the
absence of the preached Word. Even on her death-bed she regretted
we had not been able to attend a Gospel ministry. She said how true
that text, 'There shall come a ,famine of hearing the Word of the
Lord,' but I said, , It also says, "And in the days of famine they shall
be satisfied." ,
"I may say she was conscious to the last. She said a few hours
before she died, 'I am trusting absolutely and entirely in the merits
of Christ. I know in Whom I have believed, and I am sure He will
not cast me out after the experience I have had and the way He has
brought me.' The enclosed are Icopies of a few out of many jottings
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in pencil found in her drawer after heE decease. They may not be fit
for insertio.n in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, but they are much treasured
by us as showing the trend of her mind and heart. She passed away
peacefully without a struggle or sigh, to the presence of her Saviour
whom she loved. Of this we have no doubt whatever."
The following are some of the jottings written in pencil referred to
above:"Vle love Him because He first loved us."
The child of God by nature hath no love or dcsire towards Him.
Indeed, by nature, our minds are enmity against God. Hence it
follows that the drawing towards Him must be begun by God Himself.
But, behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be 'called His children. Herein is love, not that we
loved Him, bnt that He loved us.
The child has nothing to do with its natural birth, neither has the
natural man anything to do with his spiritual birth. When the Holy
Spirit reveals to a man his sinful heart, his lost condition, his utter
inability to take a single move in and of himself, then the Holy Spirit
draws him to Himself, reveals Christ as 'The Resurrection and the
life.' 'He that believeth in Me, though he were dead yet· shall he
live.' This is " the day of His power, so that it is not of him that
runneth nor of !)im that willeth, but of God which showeth mercy."
" Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest."
. The invitation is given to the weary and heavy laden, not to the
worldling.
Man, in his natural state, does not feel his sinnership nor his need
of rest. They are Christ's own words, and the invitation is given to
those who are wearied of earth and laden with their sin to cast all
their care, to take their troubles and trials to Him. "All the fitness
He requireth is to feel your need of Him." "They that be whole
need not a physician, but they that are sick."
" The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin."
Everyone 'has broken God's perfect law. Hence there must be a
sacrifice for sin. In the Old Testament the priest was commanded
to offer a lamb without blemish for the sins of the people, a type of
Christ's perfect sacrifWe for us, which command was completely done
away with in the death of Christ, Who became the substitnte for His
own people: so that in Him there is absolute safety. "When I see
the blood I will pass over."
" Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at my bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again ai mine."
We thank God for the grace and mercy shown to this dear departed
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saint, and we feel sure that our fellow contributors to the pages of the
?tIAGAZINE will praise Him that He made use of them to minister the
precious truths of the Gospel to His dear servant. Our warm Christian
sympathy is extended to Mr. and Mrs. Griffiths in their deep sorrow.
•

Conespo1llJmce.
A VOICE FROM NEW SOUTH WALES.
To the Editor

0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR SIR,-I enclose Money Order for £1, for two years' subscription
to the GOSPEL :ltiAGAZINE from Jan. 1st, 1919. Any balance can go
as a donation to the Fund.
In these dark days, it is cheering to find such a publication as the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE which still "asks for the old paths, where is the
good .way."
I do not belong to the Church of England, but to the Free Presbyterian Church, but I rejoice to know that there are still SOme (to
whatever Church they belong) who hold by the old Calvinistic
doctrines, and some who like Philip preach Christ. Magazines such
as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are getting very scarce in the world to-day,
but we have the promise that, however dark the days, there will
always be a remnant.
Trusting that Isa. xxvi. 3 may be fulfilled to you, "Forasmuch as
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord."
Sincerely yours,
Mylne/ord, 'Via Gra/ton,
JOHN MARTIN.
New Sooth Wales, Australia,
March 25th, 1919.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor

0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-The need for books and Testaments is still great.
A Worker writes, "Please accept beSt thanks for the splendid parcel
of Testaments and books received yesterday afternoon. It is most
kind of you, and I assure you we do appreciate it. We may not know
here the good which will be the result, but we are. quite sure there
will be good results, lIS we have God's own promise with regard to it."
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road,
R. 'E. BRrnER.
Bath Road, Bristol, June, 1919.
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1Jroustant ))ucon.
VISCOUNT HALDANE AND THE ENABLING BILL.
THE second reading of the Enabling Bill was moved by the Archbishop
of Canterbury in the House of Lords on Tuesday, June 3rd. We
criticized this dangerous measure in our issue for June. We are very
thankful that the measure is likely to receive strong opposition, and
we fervently_ hope, in the interests of Evangelical Protestantism,
that it may be overwhelmingly rejected. We ~re fully convinced
that the powers sought for would be used eventually to overthrow
the Reformation settlement and to legalize the Romeward movement
in the Church of England. Viscount Haldane moved the rejection
of the Bill, and we print his speech as reported in the Daily Telegraph.
His motion and speech are as follows :That this House is unwilling, especially in the absence of independent
inquiry, to assent to legislation which would exclude the greater part
of the people of England from effective influence in the affaiJ:s of the
National Church as established by the Constitution, and which is so
framed as to enable members of that Church to pass laws that may
wholly change its character without adequate supervision by
Parliament.
He submitted that this bill really went far beyond what the Primate
had intended. The Primate had been associated with a body of
idealists. Idealism had his sincere respect, but it had always to be
watched, because its very entb.usiasm led people to endeavour to
impose their own ideals on to other people contrary to the will. and
wish of the latter. The Committee which had sat on this question
had contemplated a far-reaching scheme for which a price would
have to be paid, and in the bill it was plain that those who supported
it were not prepared to pay that price. If the bill were passed the
Church would be changed from a democratic to an aristocratic
institution.
He had spent a good deal of time in considering what this bill really
did, and he had put down in two or three sentenceS what it amounted
to, as it presented itself to his eyes. According to his view, the bill
aimed at taking the effective control of the Church of the nation out
of the hands of the nation at large, and placing that control in the
hands of an assembly which believed in the superiority of prelatical
government to government by the people at large. The result of the
passing of the bill would be to make the Church no longer the. Church
of the entire English nation, but the Church of a denominatiou of
earnest-minded believers in another creed, to whom were to be handed
over the titles and authority of the Church as to-day established by
law.
He had a strong dislike to putting his neck into a running noose
and then handing the end to somebody else. He would not mind
handing it to the Archbishop of Canterbury-(laughter)-and he
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might trust the Bishop of London. He was not quite SO sure on that
point. (Laughter.) He would feel a little nervous. (Laughter.)
There had been bishops whom he certainly would not trust, and he
was not prepared to take risks of that kind. They must not ask the
powers of the State, and, if they did, the price they .would have to
pay was disestablishment.
Ministers were responsible to Parliament; that was the essence of
democracy. But who were to constitute this Privy Council
Committee 1 How were they to be chosen 1 There was not a word
about that in the bill. They were to tender advice to the Sovereign,
and the Sovereign was to act on their advice. Where was the doctrine
that the King could do no wrong 1 That was a doctrine which resulted
from the King acting on the advice of Ministers who were responsible
to Parliament, but here he was to act on the advice of men who were
not responsible to Parliament, and to whom they were responsible
the House did not know. Here was a new body in the Constitution
advising the Crown. It was Radicalism in excelsis SO far as tearing
up the roota of the Constitution was concerned. The proposal involved
the Ecclesiastical Committee getting indirect control over the Honse
of Commons, and the situation would become almost intolerable for
the QQvernment of the day.
The measure, if passed, might apply to any matter relating to the
Church of England. The Toleration Acts, the Burial Act, and the
Deceased Wife's Sister Act might be swept away. They might see
the appointment to the bishoprics taken out of the hands of the Crown
and passed no one knew where. Appointments of the clergy might
come under altogether different conditions, and their lordships who
lived in their parishes might be debarred the right of entering the
church, of being married there, of getting their children baptized, or
of being buried there, unless they proved themselves devout Churchmen. No more astounding proposal had been put before Parliament
for many years past. If the bill passed it would convert the Church
from being an organization representative of the nation, into a
denomination, and it would substitute the inflnence of episcopacy
for that of public opinion.
The debate on the Second Reading stands adjollrned nn til after the
Whitsuntide recess.
MASSES FOR THE DEAD_
AN important and far-reaching decision was given by the House of
Lords on Tuesday, June 3rd, when it decided that" gifts of personal
estate in the will of Edward Egan for masses were valid." Mr. Justice
Eve had previously decided that the gifts for masses were void, and
when Cardinal Bourne, representing Westminster Cathedral, and the
Rev. Terence Donelly, representing the Jesuit Fathers, appealed,
the Court of Appeal upheld the decision. The case then came to the
House of Lords, when the above-mentioned decision was given.

•

The Gospel Magazine

321

The Recr>rd has the following comments on this decision :" A judgment of policy and not of law" may well be the comment
on the decision of the House of Lords on Tuesday, reversing the
decisions of the Courts below and declaring that a bequest for masses
for the repose of the soul was valid. The reasoning of the Lord
Chancellor's judgment was clever rather than convincing, and it led
him to the conclusion" that a gift for masses for the sonls of the dead
ceased to be impressed with the stamp of superstitious use when
Roman Catholicism was again permitted to be openly professed in
this country, and that thenceforth it conld not be deemed illegal."
But, if we may respectfully say so, the Lord Chancellor seems not to
have distinguished between masses for the dead and the administration
of Holy Communion. In the earlier part of his judgment he spoke of
" a bequest made for the purpose of celebrating the central Sacrament
in a creed which commanded the assent of many millions of our
Christian fellow-countrymen"; and in a later passage he said, "he
was content that his decision should not involve their Lordships in
the absurdity that a Roman Catholic citizen of this country might
legally endow an altar for the Roman Catholic community, but might
not p~ovide funds for the administration of that Sacrament which
was fundamental in the belief of Roman Catholics, a'!d without which
the church and the altar would alike be useless." The" administration " of the Sacrament is a very different thing from a mass for the
dead.
The Lord Chancellor's view was supported by Lords Buckmaster,
Atkinson, and Parmoor, but Lord Wrenbury delivered a dissenting
judgment, in which he most ably reviewed the law from 1547 downwards, and showed that, as recently as 1917, the doctrine that a gift
to procure masses to be said for the testator's soul was void, was in
their Lordships' House stated to be good law. Moreover, he expressed
the opinion that the Statute 23 and 24 Vict., ch. 134, did recognize
and affirm that there were tenets of the Roman Catholic religion
which were superstitions and that trusts which were superstitious were
not lawful charitable trusts. The Act provided machinery for that
Court to substitute other trusts to take effect" in lieu of the snper~
stitious trusts." He held, therefore, that the decision of Lord
Cottenham, in the famous case of West v. Shuttleworth, ought not to
be disturbed. His position was that if illegality from dispositions
such as were in question in the present case were to be removed the
matter was one for the legislature. The soundness of this contention
can hardly be dispnted, for it is a very serious thing to upset wellestablished decisions unless there be some altogether new and fresh
reasons for holding that they were wrong. No such reasons were
forthcoming in this case, although the Lord Chancellor took the line
that" the cnmulative effect of the various Emancipation Acts was to
remove from the doctrines of the Roman Catholic faith every stigma
of illegality." This decision of the House of Lords will have a, far. reaching effect, and will tend enormously to increase the power ot the
Roman Catholic Church in this country.
•
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AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE 112th Annual Meeting at Caxton Hall was well attended, the
presence .of country friends being a real encouragement to the Com·
mittee, in view of the prospective increase in the expenditure through
the adoption of the new Pensions, the payment of which will commence
in October next. All recipients and approved candidates, under
70 years of age, will receive £15 per annum, and the £5 00. pension
will be merged into one of £6 per annum. These proposals, with the
amended Rules, met with hearty approval.
f" The Rev. A. J: Day, M.A., Rector of St. Mary-Ie-Port, Bristol,
preached an excellent serIpon in the afternoon from Luke xv. 1-2.
Mr. T. W. Nunn presided over the Evening Meeting, supported by
the Revs. H. Atherton, W. Bl'Ooke, A. J. Day, W. Sinclair, and S. W.
White, and by Messrs. Hayleli (Joint Treasurer), Blackman, Warburton,
Boulden, Co lbran , Green, Chambers; and others.
The Quarterly Record for July is ready, al\d will be sent, post free,
to any address. . It contains a portrait and sketch of the late Bishop
Straton, with a variety of interesting articles bearing upon this 'service
for thelLord's aged poor. Trnly in these dark days it is good to see
a Society based and worked upon the distinguishing truths of Holy
Scripture, so:heartily supported by the Lord's people.

lhbieu'Ul anb Ji,otices of lIJoob.
THE LIFE OF PATRICK JOSEPH O'LEARY. By the REV. THOMAS
BRADBURY. Pp. 48, price 6d. (Sovereign Grace Union: Rev.
H. Atherton, The Parsonage, 100-102, Camberwell Grove, London,
S.E. 5.)
Patrick Joseph O'Leary was born a Roman Catholic and was
educated in Rome. He became a Romish priest and ministered at
her so-called altars till the year 1835. His conversion and deliverance
from Romanism was brought about in a remarkable manner. A tract
on the floor of his house as he entered it one day arrested his attention.
It was headed, "Search the Scriptures." He read the whole verse
(John v. 39) and pondered upon it, and the light of God's truth dawned
upon his dark mind. Subsequently he publicly renounced the errors
of Popery and became a Church of England clergyman. In the year
1837 he became the first Incumbent of St. Jude's Church, Canal Street,
Ancoats, Manchester, where he laboured with great acceptance for
twelve years. Here Thomas Bradbury, as a little lad, attended the
Sunday-school, and under Mr. O'Leary's ministry he "first trembled
under a sense of God's righteous indignation and wrath against sin."
Further biographical incidents are interestingly traced by Mr. Bradbury.
As we lay down the pamphlet we feel a longing for more details of
the life and ministry of the subject of this memoir. True biographies
of God's saints are always full of interest and helpful instruction.
We wannly commend this. brief and interesting record.
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