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THE FRAGRANT NAME.

" Thy name is as ointment poured forth. "-SONG OF SOLOMON i. 3.
THE Song of Solomon is called "the Song of songs." No other
song is comparable to it, because in it the singer of this song sets
forth the close and intimate marriage union which exists between
•
CHRIST and His Church. He sets forth CHRIST as the heavenly
Bridegroom, and the Church as His bride. In the opening verses
of the Song the bride is the speaker, and she naturally speaks of the
Bridegroom. She speaks of His love for the bride, and of the·
fragrance of His Name. "Thy love," she says, "is better than.
wine," and" Thy name is as ointment poured forth." The great
Bridegroom has many names. "His name shall be called Wonderc
£Ul, Counsellor, the Mighty GOD, the Everlasting Father, the Prince
of peace" (Isa. ix. 6). His name was to be called EMMANUEL,
which being interpreted ill, GOD with us. But the chief, the most
familiar and the most endearing of His names, is JESUS. This was
the name which the angel Gabriel instmcted Mary to give Him at
His incarnation. "Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a Son, and shalt call His name JESUS" (Luke i. 31).
This was the name which J oseph was instmcted to give Him.
" Thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He shall save His people
from their sins" (Matt. i. 21). This is the name which is above
every name. "GOD also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a
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name which is above every name: that at (in) the name of JESUS
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess
that JESUS CHRIST is LORD, to the glory'of GOD the FATHER" (Phi!.
ii. 9-11). This was the name which OUI exalted and glorified
Redeemer gave to Himself when He spake from heaven to Saul,
who verily thought with himself that he " ought to do many things
contrary to the name of JESUS of Nazareth." That great persecutor of the Church asked, "Who art thou, LORD!" And the
LORD answered and said, " Tam JESUS." "I am JESUS of Nazareth, .
Whom thou persecutest ," (Acts xxii. 8, xxvi. 9). This is the name
which is dear to the heart of every believing child of GOD.
" How sweet the name of JESUS sounds
In a believer's ear!
It soothes His sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear."
1. That name is as ointment poured forth because it is precious.
The ointment referred to in Scripture was often very precious
'and costly. Aaron, the Jewish high priest, was anointed and set
apart for his priestly office with holy and precious ointment (Exod.
.xxx. 30, 31). Hence we read of "the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard; that
went down to the skirts of His garments" (Psa. c:xxxiii. 2). Our
:great High Priest was also anointed with" very precious ointment" ;
so much so that Judas said, "Why was not this ointment sold for
three hundred pence and given to the poor! " (see Matt. xxvi. 7 and
John xii. 3-5). Reckoning the penny as worth eightpence halfpenny of our money, Mary's " pound of ointment of spikenard, very
costly," could have been sold for ,£10 12s. 6d. Ointment, then, was
really precious. It is therefore a fitting .symbol of the name of
JESUS. What name is more precious than His! His name represents Himself, and who is more precious to the believer than the
LORD JESUS CHRIST. He was precious to Mary, so that she felt no
ointment was too costly to expend on Him. He was precious to
that woman who "brought an alabaster box of ointment, and
stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash His feet
with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed
His feet, and anointed them with the ointment" (Luke vii. 37, 38).
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Why those tears·~ Why such intense love and devotion ~ Why
did she love Him much ~ Why was He so precious to her heart ~
Ab, the reason was she had been much forgiven. Others despised
her, pointed to her as " a woman in the city, which was a sinner,"
and they were right. She was a sinner, but JESUS, Who came into
the world to save sinners, had saved her. He had spoken comfortably to her heart. Without in any wise condoning her sin He had
said to her soul, "I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and, as a cloud, 'thy sins." This exhibition of,
wondrous grace and undeserved mercy had melted her heart and
filled her with love to her Redeemer. Hence her devotion. She
loved Him much because He had much forgiven her. Is He not
also precious to thee, dear believing reader ~ Thou, too, art by
nature a sinner. Thy sins are many and great. But He died for
thy sins on Calvary's tree. He bore their full penalty. He was
wounded for thy transgressions. He drank the cup of penal wrath
to the dregs for thee. Moreover, He came to thee, by His Spirit,
in an hour of soul darkness, and assured thee that thy sins, which
were many, were forgiven. He, in love to thy soul, delivered it
from the pit of corruption. He east all thy sins behind His back.
He has filled thy heart with joy and pea.ce. He has put a new song
into thy mouth, even praise unto thy GOD. He hath brightened
thy life down here, and hath given to thee the sure and certain hope
of blessedness and glory hereafter. How then can He be anything less than precious to thee ~
" Precious is the name of JESUS!
Who can half its worth unfold 1
Far beyond angelic praises,
Sweetly ~ung to barps of gold."
He is precious as the Mediator of His people, precious as their
Prophet, precious as their Priest, precious as their King, precious
in His Person and in all His offices.
"Precious, LORD, beyond expresoing,
Are Thy beauties all divine;
Glory, bonour, power, and blessing,
Be henceforth for ever Thine! "
The LORD JESUS is precious to His FATHER. He is" chosen of GOD,
and precious." He is "a chief corner-stone, elect, precious:'
He is also precious to His people. "Unto you therefore which
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believe He is precious." They have obtained" precious faith" in
the" precious blood" of a precious SAVIOUR, and they rejoice in the
"exceeding great and precious promises" which have been given
to them through Him (see 1 Pet. i. 19; ii. 4, 6, 7; 2 Pet. i. 1, 4).
2. That name is as ointment poured forth because it is fragrant.
When Mary brake the box of ointment and poured it on His head,
" the house was filled with the odour of the ointment" (Mark xiv.
3; John xii. 3). It was fragrant to all who were in the house.
The odour thereof was pleasing, agreeable, and pleasant. In like
manner the name of JESUS is pleasant, acceptable, pleasing, and
fragrant to all His living and redeemed people. We remember the
joy which filled our own heart when after a failure to hear that
name at several places of worship we at last went to a place where
the preacher revelled in speaking of Him. It was after Philip had
"preached unto him JESUS" that the eunuch" went on his way
rejoicing." 0 ye preachers, if you would rejoice the hearts of
GOD'S people, preach unto them JESUS. Let His name be poured
forth in your sermons, and the houses of prayer in which ye minister
will be filled with the odour of the ointment. The language of the
believer is ;" There is. a name I love to hear;
I love to sing its worth;
It sounds like music in mine ear,
The sweetest name on earth.
"It tells me of a Saviour'a love,
Who died to set me free;
It tells me of His precious blood,
The sinner's perfect plea."
GOD'S people love to hear of JESUS. They love to hear of the
substitutionary sacrifice which He offered to His Father on their
behalf-" an offering and a sacrifice to GOD for a sweetsmelling
savour" (Eph. v. 2). They love to hear of His at-oning death, His
triumphant resurrection, His ascension into heaven, and ilis
return in power and great glory. They love to hear of His Person,
His offices, and His work. They love to hear of His grace, His
mercy, and His power. They never tire of hearing of Him Who
loved them and washed them from their sins in His Own blood. He
is their Beloved. If you ask the bride, "What is thy Beloved
more than another beloved 1" She will answer, "My Beloved is
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white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand. His head is
as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and black as a raven.
His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed
with milk, and titly set. His cheeks are as a bed of spices
as sweet flowers: His lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh.
His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl. . . . His countenance
is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. His mouth is most sweet:
yea, He is altogether lovely. This is my Beloved, and this is my
Friend, 0 daughters of Jerusalem." (Song v. 9-16.)
Truly, the name of JESUS is as ointment poured forth. It is
fragrant to His people.
" This name shall shed its fragrance still
Along this thorny road,
Shall sweetly smooth the rugged hill
That leads me up to GOD."
All His garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the
ivory palaces, whereby they have made Him glad. He is the
FATHER'S elect in Whom His soul delighteth, and His name i,~
loved and honoured by all His saved people.
3. That name is as ointment poured forth because it is refreshing
and cheering to the hearts of His people.
Ointment was frequently used at a feast, and hence it was
associated with times of joy and gladness. Thus in the twentythird Psalm we read, "Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest my head with oil; my
cup runneth over." Ointment when thus used was refreshing to
the guests. "Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart," says
Solomon" (Prov. xxvii. 9). Hence, anointing oil is called" the oil
of gladness" (Psa. xlv. 7). CHRIST'S name is as ointment poured
forth because it refreshes, cheers, and brings joy to His mourning
people. He gives them "beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness" (Isa.
lxi. 3). Thus His own promise is fulfilled that " Blessed are they
that mourn: for they shall be comforted." It is His office as the
anointed One" to comfort all that mourn." The name of JESUS
"Tells me of a FATHER'S smile
Beaming upon His child;
It cheers me through this little while,
Through desert, waste and wild."
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4. That flame is as ointment poured forth because of its healing
properties.

In the East, ointment or oil was often used for medicinal purposes. Thus, speaking of the deplorable condition of His ancient
people, the LORD says of their wounds and bl1lises and putrefying
sores, " They have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment" (Isa. i. 6). So the good Samaritan, when he
had compassion on the man who fell among thieves, "bound up
• his wounds, pouring in oil and wine," the wine to cleanse and the
oil to heal. That poor man is a picture of ourselves, and the good
Samaritan beautifully sets forth JESUS Whose name is as ointment
poured forth. He comes to the place where we are. He sees us
in a wounded and helpless state. He has compassion on us. He
bindeth up our wounds. He healeth the broken in heart. He
manifests Himself as the LORD that healeth. He was wounded
for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we a,re
healed." He is our great Physician, and He only can heal us of the
terrible and fatal malady of sin.
" Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
JESUS, ready, stands to save you,
Full of pity, love, and power;
He is able,
He is willing; doubt no more."
If we can say of Him, "Thy name is as ointment poured forth,"
then He can say to us who constitute His bride, "How fair is thy
love, my sister, my spouse! how much better is thy love than
wine! and the smell of thine ointments than all spices! Thy lips,
o My spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk are under
thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of
Lebanon" (Song iv. 10, 11). The LORD is precious and fragrant to
°His people, and they are precious and fragrant to Him.
" Dear Name! the Rock on which I build,
My Shield and Hiding-place:
My never-failing Tteasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace."
THE EDITOR.
The Vicarage, Whitington,
(Thomas HOWJhton.)
Stoke Ferry, N orfalk.
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OUR LORD AND THE BOOK OF GENESIS.
" Have ye not read, that He Which made them at the beginning made
them male and female, and said, For this cause shall a man
leave father and trwther, and shall cleave to his wife: and they
twain shall be one flesh? "-MATl'HEW xix. 4, 5.

OUR Lord was asked a question about divorce. In giving His
answer He quoted two passages from the first and second chapters
of the Book of Genesis (Gen. i. 27; ii. 24). These passages refer
to the creation of the first man and the first woman, and to their
union with each other in marriage. It was God's design that man
should not be alone. He therefore arranged that he should have
a companion, and in presenting Eve to Adam God joined them
together in marriage, and declared that they were one. Our Lord's
answer therefore to the question about divorce is, "What God
hath joined together, let not man put asunder." No attempt
should be made by man to make divorce between a husband and
wife easy. It is true that our Lord allows divorce in the case of
fornication (ver. 9), but for no other reason. It follows therefore
that no countenance should be given to present.day attempts to
allow divorce for other causes. The marria.ge relationship is so
close, intimate, a.nd binding that nothing but death should terminate
it. We live in days when not only are the doctrines of God's Word
being rejeeted, but also its practical teaehings. Men seem to
think that they are wiser than God, and they lightly brush aside
those moral restraints which He has imposed on them in His Word.
This is hardly to be wondered at when we remember that large
numbers no longer rllgard the Bible as the inspired Word of God.
They treat large portions of it as mere myths, legends, or fables.
The Book of Genesis, from which our Lord quoted in His answer
about divorce, has been specially singled out by the Higher Critics
as the object of their attacks. Dr. Orr, in his Problem of the Old
Testament, says in reference to the teachings of the Higher Critics
that they rega~d the Book of Genesis as " , a book of sacred legend,
with a mythical introduction.' It yields us 'no historieal know,
ledge of the patriarchs.''' "In brief: 'we have no really historical
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knowledge of a patriarchal period preceding Israel's conquest of
Canaan ' " (p. 57). Kuenen says "that the narratives in Genesis
present us, not with real historical personages, but with personifications" (p. 88, Orr's Proble:m). H. P. Smith, another critic, says,
" What interests us here is the fact that the patriarchs cannot he
taken as individuals. If individuals Reuben, Gad, and Judah never
existed, it is plain that individuals Jacob, Esau, and Abraham can·
not have any more substantial reality. We have to do here with
figures of the poetic or legend-building imagination" (p. 89, see
also p. 488 of Orr's Problem).
" To the more radical school of critics, the Old Testament is in
the main unhistorical . . . The books as they stand are . . . held
not to be, at least till the days of the Kings, and even then only very
partially, genuine history" (p. 56). If therefore we follow the
teaching of the Higher Critics we shall regard the Old Testament
as for the most part mere legend. Its history and narratives are
not to be regarded as genuine. The Book of Genesis, in particular,
contains no historical knowledge, no genuine history. Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob are fictitious persons. They never existed at all.
When it is remembered that this pernicious and dangerous teaching
is being taught in many of our universities, colleges, and schools,
and that the rising generation and our future ministers are being
steeped in teachings about the Bible which rob it of all infallible
authority, the outlook will be seen to be grave indeed. Once admit
that the Old Testament is unhistorical and unreliable, and we must
reject the authority of our Lord Himself. He never uttered a
syllable which suggests a doubt as to the full inspiration and inerrancy of the Old Testament. Not only so, but He rebuked the
failure of some of His disciples to expect the literal fulfilment of its
prophecies. He said, " 0 fools, and slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have spoken: ought not Christ to have suHered these
things and to enter into His glory ~ And beginning at Moses and
all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning Himself" (Luke mv. 25-27). If therefore we
accept the views of the Higher Critics we must reject the teaching
of the Son of God in reference to the Old Testament. We must, in
effect, hold that His testimony about the truth of the Bible is
untrustworthy, and then where are we landed ~ If we cannot
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believe His Word about the Old Testament we cannot believe His
Word about anything. The New Testament must go as well as the
Old, and all OUT hopes for time and for eternity are dashed to the
ground. It is important that we should face the issue which confronts us. We must either side with Christ or the critics. There
is no middle path. Either the Old Testament is infallible as Christ
regarded it, or it is not. If we range ourselves with the critics we
must reject the Old Testament and we must reject the teaching of
Him Who is "over all, God blessed for ever." If, however, we
range ourselves with Christ and His apostles, then we shall grasp
the sacred volume in our hands, and say, "The holy men who wrote
this library of books spake and wrote as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost."
It seems to us that there is no surer way to fortify ourselves
against the doctrines of the Higher Critics than to examine closely
our Lord's attitude towards the Old Testament. It is wonderful
how frequently he refers to the teachings and facts of the Old
Testament as being authoritative, genuine, and inerrant. Let us
take the Book of Genesis as an illustration of this. We were much
impressed ourselves when we noted how frequently this Book was
in our Lord's mind.
1. Our Lord believed that the persons whose names are mentioned in
the Book of Genesis were all real individuals who lived in the early
times of the world's history.
He mentions seven different persons whose histories cover the
fifty chapters of that book.
He speaks of "the blood of righteous Abel " shed by his wicked
brother (Matt. xxiii. 35 and Gen. iv.).
He speaks of Noah entering the ark (Luke xvii. 27; Gen. vii. 7).
He speaks of Lot going out of Sodom (Luke xvii. 28, 29; Gen.
xix. 23).
He speaks of Lot's wife (Luke xvii. 32; Gen. xix. 26).
He speaks frequently of Abraham. " Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see My day: and he saw it, and was glad." "Before
Abraham was, I am" (John viii. 56, 58). Here surely our Lord
teaches us that Abraham was a real historical person. In the
parable of the rich man and Lazarus he mentions Abraham frequently, and very significantly he puts into Abraham's mouth
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words which indicate that Abraham believes in the sufficiency of
the Old Testament Scriptures for salvation. "If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one
rose from the dead" (Luke xvi. 31). Our Lord groups together
Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob in the words, "Many shall come from
the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and
J acob, in the Kingdom of heaven" (Matt. viii. 11). With these
words before us, how can we doubt for a moment the real existence
of these three patriarchs? Obviously our Lord fully believed in the
historical reality of the persons whose names are mentioned in the
Book of Genesis. The humble and Spirit-taught believer will find
no difficulty in believing what his Lord believed.
2. Ot!r Lord believed that all the events which are recorded in Genesis
are historically true.
Genesis was not to Him a book of mere legends and myths. It is
a book of genuine, authentic, accurate, and inspired history. The
great events recorded therein actually took place and have been
written for our learning. Our Lord refers to ten distinct events
recorded or implied in this ancient book. ,He refers to two events
in the first chapter of Genesis. In Mark xiii. 19 He refers to the
creation in general as summed up in the words, "In the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth." He says, "In those days
shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation
which God created unto this time, neither shall be."
He refers to the creation of the first pair-Adam and Eve. "Have
ye not read," He says, "that He which made them at the beginning made them male and female?" Where is this fact recorded ~
It is found in Genesis i. 27, where we read, "God created man in
His Own image, in the image of God created He him; male and
female created He them," "lit. a male and a female as our Lord
Himself interpreted it" (Dr. J amieson. See Matt. xix. 4). Incidentally our Lord teaches us here that the whole human race
sprang from one pair. Two more events are referred to by our
Lord which are recorded in the second chapter of Genesis. These
are the institution of the Sabbath and the institution of marriage
(see Genesis n. 2, 3, 24, and Mark ii. 27 and Matt. xix. 5, 6).
The fifth event, though not actually recorded in Genesis, is
implied. That event is the fall of Satan, and it must have taken
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place between the statement of Genesis i. 31 and the record of man's
fall given in chapter three. Satan had not fallen when" God saw
every thing that He had made, and behold it was very good." In
Genesis iii., however, Satan-that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan-possessed the serpent and perverted and denied the
word which God had spoken. He deceived the woman and thus
compassed the fall of our first parents. He was therefore at that
time an enemy of God. His own fall had taken place, and our Lord
refers to this solemn event when He says of the devil that he " abode
not in the truth" (John viii. 44). At one time he spake the truth,
but he abode not in that state. He ceased to be a truth-speaker,
and he became a liar and a speaker of falsehood. Now," there is
no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own:
for he is a liar, and the father of it." The sixth event recorded in
Genesis, to which our Lord refers, is the murder of Adam and Eve
and all their posterity. This is recorded in Genesis iii., and is
referred to by our Lord in the words, "He" (the devil) "was a
murderer from the beginning" (John viii. 44). He virtually murdered the human race. He daringly denied God's Word about the
penalty of sin, and said, " Ye shall not surely die," and by his deceit
he caused our first parents to die spiritually, and he caused them
and all 'their posterity to be liable both to bodily and eternal death.
" As by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Rom. v. 12).
"When He (Christ) says that the devil was a murderer, He means
that he contrived the destruction of man; for as soon as man was
created, Satan, impelled by a wicked desire of doing injury, bent
his strength. to destroy him" (Calvin).
The seventh event recorded in Genesis to which our Lord refers
is the murder of Abel (see Gen. iv. and Matt. xxiii. 35).
The eighth event is the Flood, and many details in reference to
that stupendous event (see Luke xvii. 26, 27; Matt. xxiv. 37-39,
and Gen. vi. 2, 14, 17, 21-23).
The ninth event is the overthrow of Sodom (Luke xvii. 28, 29 ;
Gen. xix. 23-25).
The tenth event referred to by our Lord and recorded in Genesis is
the fate of Lot's wife (Gen. xix. 26; Luke xvii. 32).
These ten events are referred to by our' Lord as actual facts.
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There is nothing fabulous or mythical or legendary about them.
To Him the 'events were real and historical, and the record of them
is thoroughly accurate and reliable. We may take up tne Book
of Genesis therefore and reverently read it as a genuine and true
record of great events which really happened in the early history
of the world-a record inspired by God the Holy Ghost, and a record
regarded as infallibly true by Him " Whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting."
3. Let us now notice some of the teachings which may be inferred
from our Lord's references to the Book of Genesis.
Our Lord teaches us that man was a special creation. The doctrine that he was evolved from an ape has no place in our Lord's
teaching.
The unity of the human race is implied in our Lord's words that
He which made them at the beginning made them "a male and a
female." The race sprang not from many pairs but from one pair.
God" hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all
the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation" (Acts xvii. 26).
Our Lord's references to Genesis teach us the truth about sin and
death. They entered through Satan.
He teaches us that God is a God of judgment. His references to
the narratives of the Flood and the overthrow of the cities of the
plain imply that He recognized that it was God Who in righteous
judgment brought in the Flood upon the world of the ungodly, and
it was He Who turned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes.
Similar judgments are reserved for the ungodly of to-day. "Even
thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is reve~led " (Luke
xvii. 30). "Remember Lot's wife" is intended as a warning to·
those who cling to the world and whose faces are not Heavenward.
Further, we learn that by endorsing the narratives in the Book
of Genesis our Lord teaches us that eternal salvation is of the Lord.
As He provided the ark for Noah and his family, and as he spared
the city of Zoar as a refuge for Lot, so eternal safety is now only
found in Christ the Ark of salvation and the Refuge of all the chosen
family. By endorsing the narratives in Genesis our Lord endorses.
the truths about creation, the Sabbath, and marriage, and the
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truths about sin, death, judgment, and salvation from the wrath to
come.
" The powers of earth, and hell, in vain
Against the sacred Word combine;
Thy providence through every age
Securely guards the Book Divine.
"Thee, its great Author, Source of light,
Thee, its Preserver, we adore;
And humbly ask a ray from Thee,
Its hidden wonders to explore!"
The Vicarage, Whitington,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
THE

THE DIVINE AUTHOR OF SCRIPTURE.
" The Spirit of CHRIST" is said by St. Peter to have been "in the
prophets" (1 Pet. i. 11); and in another place he declares that they
" spake as they were moved by the ,HOLY GHOST" (2 Pet. i. 21). The
HOLY GHOST accordingly is said to have spoken the 41st Psalm" by
the mouth of David" (Acts i. 16). The 95th Psalm is declared
absolutely to be the utterance of the HOLY GHOST (Heb. iii. 7). Once,
the 110th Psalm is ascribed simply to God (Heb. v. 10), and once,
to David speaking under the influence of the HOLY GHOST (Mark xii.
36). The 2nd Psalm is described as the language of God the Father
"by the mouth of His servant David" (Acts iv. 24, 25). "Well
spake the HOLY GHOST by Esaias the Prophet unto our Fathers"
(Acts xxviii. 25) was the exclamation of the Apostle Paul, quoting
the 9th and lOth verses of his 6th chapter. When Jeremiah speaks,
the Ho.LY GHOST is declared (not Jeremiah, Intt the HOLY GHOST)
to witness under us (Heb. x. 15, quoting Jer. xxxi. 33, 34). The
assertion is expressed that it was " GOD" who "by the mouth of all
Hi.;; Prophets" foretold the death of Christ (Acts iii. 18); "The LORD
GOD of Israel," who" by the mouth of His holy Prophets of old" gave
promise of Christ's coming (Luke i. 68-70). "The HOLY GHOST
signified" what the Mosaic law enjoined. "It is not ye that speak,
but the HOLY GHOST," was our Saviour's word of promise and of consolation to the twelve; and on an earlier occasion, "It is not ye that
speak, but the Spirit of your Father, which speaketh in you." And
this promise became so famous, that St. Paul says the Corinthisns
challenged him to prove that Christ was speaking in him... But why
multiply places 1 The use which our Saviour makes in the New Testament of the words of the Old-from tpe writings of Moses to the writings
of Malachi-would be simply nugatory unless those words were more
than human. And the record of the Apostle is express and emphatic:
" All scripture "--every book of the Bible-" is given by inspiration
of GOD."-Dean Burgon.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" It is a fearful thi·ng to fall into the hands of the living God."
HEBREWS x. 3I.

THE Apostle has been speaking of that judgment and vengeance which
will assuredly be recompensed to him" who hath trodden underfoot
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the Covenant wherewith
He was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the
Spirit of grace. For we know Him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth
unto Me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall
judge His people." When that day comes, when the Lord arises to
judge and vindicate the cause of His people, when He " cometh with
ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to
convince all that are ungodly among them of their ungodly deeds
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him," then they will find
how true His words are, " It is a f~arful thing to fall into ~he hands
of the living God." To be brought as criminals to the bar of just.ice
and receive the due reward of their deeds; the just sentence of eternal
condemnation and the banishiug into outer darkness for ever! Oh!
this is indeed an awfully solemn fact. But as true as it is awful. His
Hands hold the keys of hell and of death. His Hands can make and
can destroy. His Hands that have undertaken to convey everyone
·of His blood-bought children safe Home to Heaven, the sam~ Hands
have power also to cast into hell !
It is to be noticed that the word here, in referring to the living God,
is in small letters, and I hope I am correct in suggesting that it refers
to Adonai, the Second Person in the glorious Trinity. It was thus it
.struck the writer when reading this chapter recently, and to feel how
true it was that there is a day coming when the wrath of the Lamb
will be seen and known and experienced to the eternal shame of those
who have" trodden under foot the Son of God, and counted the blood
·of the Covenant wherewith He was sanctified an unholy thing." Oh!
that surners now might stay and consider what will be the just doom
.of those who have" done despite to the Spirit of grace"! For indeed
" it is a fearful thiug to fall into the hands of the living God." We
have an enlarged descriptive scene of the Majestic awfulness of Him
in the Apocalypse Who sat upon the white horae and" Whose name i;
Faithful and True, " and in righteousness He doth judge and make war.
His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns;
and He had a name written, that no man knew but He Himself. And
he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood; and His name is called
'The Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed
Him upon white horsed, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And
·out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should smite the
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nations; and He shall rule them with a rod of iron '; and He treadeth
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He
hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, ~g of kings
and Lord of lords." And from Him ,His enemies will seek to hide
" themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains." And,
will cry unto " the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of Him That sitteth on the throne and from the wrath of the
Lamb, For the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able
to stand 1" But escape the all-piercing eye they cannot. They
must eternally endure the.wrath of the Lamb Whom they rejected and
despised and denied, They had said, " We will not have this Man to
reign over us." They would not submit themselves to Him, bow at
His sceptre, and kiss God's Son. Oh, these are awfully solemn whilst
true utterances, beloved, and our hearts' cry is, for the gathering to
His feet now in mercy, grace, and salvation of our dear ones; our
beloved ones in whom we are prayerfully interested, and for whom
unceasingly we cry that they may be saved in God's own way and
know the joys of His so great salvation,
Let us turn to another Scripture where we find the very opposite
condition and experience to that of our text. We are thinking of
David, after the Lord brought home the sin to his heart of numbering
the people, and how He gave him the choi~ of three punishmentg
because of it. The Lord sent His servant" the prophet Gad, David's
seer, saying, Go and say unto David, Thus saith the Lord, I offer thee
three things; choose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee. So
Gad came to David, and told him, 'and said unto him, Shall seven years
of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months
before thine· enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three
days' pestilence in thy land 1 now advise, and see what answer I shall
return to Him That sent me. And David said .mto Gad, I am in a
great strait; l"t us fall now in to the hand of the Lord; for His mercies
are great; and let me not fall into the hand of man."
Oh, it was a wise, a best resolve! The dear man of God was truly" in
a great strait," and he was tenderly moved with godly sorrow anq
contrition, and confessed, " 1 have sinned greatly in that I have done;
and now, I beseech Thee, Q Lord, take away the iniquity of thy servant,
for I have. done very foolishly."· The Lord's dear servant under a.
softened spirit and contrite heart confesses his very foolishness. But
the Word of God ·testifies that" David behaved himself wisely in all
his ways," and under the constraining influence of the Spirit he says,
" I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way." The Lord. so shuts
up His people; puts them into such a corner; ties them as it were
that they can ,do nothmg whilst He gives them this wise and gracious
resolve to fall into the' Hands oftlieir God, and they could fall into no
better place. It is paiIiful to flesh and hurtful to human pride, but never
a better resolve for the soul than to fall into those Hands, to commit
or abandon ourselves, to cast our all upon His mercy and salvation.
" Let me fall 'into the hands of the LOED." , "Let me fall into the
20
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hands of Jehovah," for the word LORD is in capitalletters, and herein
lies thl! second point in our meditation on this word. For whilst in
our text the apostle asserts, " It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the Jiving God," aild David prays that he may" fall into the hands
of the Lord," we must look a little closely into the passage for our
profit. There is in connection with both passages this small but
important word-" For." Why is it " a fearf"l thing to fall into the
hands of the living God "~ The apostle answers it in chapter xii. 29 :
" For our God is a consuming fire:' There is a day of burning coming
when the Lord's wrath will burn as an oven, and He will destroy ,vith
unquenchable fire all His enemies. But David, while he knows all
this, says, " Let me fall into the hands of the Lord." Into these very
Hands-" for very great are His mercies." Ah, David knows the
secret; he has been taught by gracious inwrought experience where
to flee, where to hide, where to fall, and knows there is nowhere else
to hide. He pleads a Mediator. He recognizes a kinsman Redeemer.
He knows that very great are the mercies of Him Who plucked him as
a brand from hell aud Who, according to His Divine character and
Word, cannot change, cannot deny Himself. The mercies that saved
him from hell are" very great mercies." They are the mercies the
apostle writes of in Phil. i. 8, when he longed after the Philippian saints
" in the bowels of Jesus Christ," i,e., " the tender heart." That is the
seat of God's mercies. The" tendet heart" of Jesus is the plea for
saint and sinner. The question wherewith we search our hearts is this :
.. And am I in the Mediator's hand?
Do I complete in my Redeemer stand?
Is J eaus held responsible for me?
Amazing g,ra.ce of the Eternal Three!"
Yes, the children of God love to think they are in the Hands of Him
Who made the world and holdeth all things up; whose Hands made
and fashioned them; protect and preserve them, bring them gracious
providences and tokens for good, and Whose Hands bless them daily
with His Love. Yea, in their best moments they are content to lie
" passive there and know no will but. His"; content to be there while
the rod of ehastening is His to raise and correct and to show thus by His
fatherly dealing how He loves them. And oh, they hope to be hid in
the hollow of His Hand when this earth melts away as snow melts;
when it dissolves with fervent heat and passes away; when the very
foundations' are shaken and will vanish away. Then they want to
know their safe and secure hiding in a precious Mediator's Hands, and
which will give faith to sing,
.. How can I sink with such ... prop
As holds the world a.nd all things up? ".
Grace thus assures the heart that none of His blood·bought sheep will
be disappointed. They know now something o,f the work of those
precious HandS in redemption; they have the assurange, " My name
from the' palms of His Hands, eternity cannot erase."
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Day by day they prove the power of those hands in succouring and
preserving; the safety of being in those hands from whence none can
pluck them, and the merits of those pierced hands which, before the
Father's Throne, speak their own efficacy and perfect work of righteousness. They will be kept there even unto the end, and preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. And the hands that" made
and fashioned" them will present them unto His Father with the eternally sealed and glorified words, " Behold Me and the children who m
Thou hast given Me."
.

R.

Sermonf.l anb N otef.l of Sermons.
"WATCHMA.~,

WHAT OF THE NIGHT" ?-ISAIAH

XXI.

11.

THE SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON PrmACHED TO HIS CONGREGATION
BY THE LATE REV. WM. PARKS, RA., OCT. 25TH, 1857,
ON THE 14TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS MINISTRY.

THE inquirer here may be snpposed either to be the captain of the
gnard going his rounds to see if all is safe, or the party gnarded. In
either case the interrogator's anxiety would be fitly represented thus" Watchman! How wears the night? What time is it? Any
danger? Is the enemy about? Is all right?" . It requires no
.stretch of imagination to suppose ourselves situated as some of our
compatriots just lately in France, with their lives in their hands, fearing
every moment may be their last ;-these continually inquire of the
sentinel, "Sentry! what of the night? Any danger? Any sign of
the enemy? Any sign of our own troops coming to the rescue? "
We all can readily realize this. Bnt suppose we spiritualize it, can we
all realize it? Suppose we make the watchman the Minister of the
Gospel upon the walls of Zion, and the inquirers you all, can you realize
it? Or, suppose the inquirer to be the Lord Jesus Christ, the Great
Captain of the Guard, going His rounds, and I am the sentinel, can I
realize it? This is the question. Are you all inquiring, " What of the
night? Is it far spent? Is the day at hand?" Am I ready to give
an answer to· my Captain's challenge: "What of the night? How
goes it with My word, and My people upon earth? "
Ay, here is the point and meaning of the text in a few words, as far
as we have to do with it.
With this brief introduction I would now: 1st, Take a glance at
the general aspect of the times in which we live; 2ndly, Institute a
rigid inquiry as to our own condition; 3rdly, Say a wotd in conclusion.
1. A glance at the general aspect of the times in which we live.
If church and chapel building-if the multiplying of schools and the
spread of education-if the establishment of mechanics' institutes and
museums-if the liberal subscription of money to benevolent societieswere a true indication of the religion of this land, surely there' never
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was such a country upon the face of the earth! England stands pre·
eminent among the nations for liberality and progress. But is this a
true test of England's religion ~ To the superficial and unthinking,
to the unobserving and deistical, to those with the form of godliness
but without the power, to the mere philosopher and philanthropist, all
this is a sure and unerring proof that the nation is religious to the core!
But what a delusion! You and I, who know something experimentally
of the dealings of God with the souls of men, are perfectly convinced
that true religion is not implanted as rapidly and commonly as Bibles
are printed, or tracts and prayer·books circulated. It may be that
there are now ten or twenty churches and chapels where there was
only one some 50 years ago. It may be that there are millions upon
millions of Bibles, tracts, and prayer-books now circulated, where
there were only hundreds some, time back; but the question of the
watchmen, or the questions to him, are--What is preached 'in the
churches and chapels ~ Are the Bibles, tracts, and prayer-books read!
Are they understood ~ Are the tracts sound or unsound ~ It is not
how many churches and chapels are built, or how 'many Bibles are
distributed by this or that society, or how many visits have been paid
by this or that band of missionaries during the year-but, "'What of
My Word," saith the Lord! Is the Word preached ~ Is the Word
read! Is the Word understood ~ Are the visitors" sent" by Me!
"separated for Me," saith the Holy Ghost ~ "Ah," some one says,
"this is too searching." To whom I reply, You mistake a watchman's q"uty. I'll tell yon what a true watchman does; he doesn't
take everything for granted; he doesn't believe all he hears; he
doesn't take everytbing for gold that glisten.; he doesn't suppose
that everyone with fair speech and a sanctimonious aspect is a Christian; or that all zeal for God is pleasing to God. No, no! A watchman is suspicious, inquiring, wary, and observing. You can rarely
cheat him. So when he hears of church or chapel building, of schools
and institutes being established, of this or that act of seeming devotion
or self-denial, he inquires into the probable motive for all this. True
religion teaches him that if the motive be questionable the action
cannot be religious. Moreover, he inquires as to the personal religion
of the parties who make speeches"lay foundation stones, present or
receive silver trowels on such occasions, take the chair at religious
meetings, and give handse.mely to charitable objects. The watchman
says to himself, " I must see whether these are sham or real, genuine or
counterfeit"; and notoriety informs him that this lord or baron, and
~hat merchant-prince, has no more grace in his heart than a Hindoo;
yea, that many who make most to do on snch occasions, are nothing
bnt huge shams. lIiark you, I do not say there are no exceptions;
there are honourable and noble exceptions; I speak of the general
aspect of affairs. As a watchman upon the walls of Zion, I proclaim
to you to-day, that most people are living as if there were no hereafter;
as if the Bible were a romance; and as if the expositors of it were fools.
I solemnly declare unto you, that there is not a particle of difference
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between the rich and poor, the educated and uneducated, as far as
religion goes, except in the taste with which· it is either assumed o'r
rejected. The poor and uneducated man is blunt and honest in his
infidelity; he will tell you plainly he doesn't want your religion. The
rich and educated professor is polite and smooth·tongued, and dares
not give vent to the language of his heart, for fear of losing" caste"
among his associates.
Here, I dare say, I shall be met with the cry of" Charity! Charity"!
" Are you not judging others, and thus breaking the Scripture rule 1 "
To which I reply, I am too old to be scared by this threadbare
objection; I am too experienced in the tactics of the enemy to be
frightened from my purpose and duty by protests like these. Though
the letter seems against me, it is manifest to any man with the slightest
reflection, that a watchman's duty is incompatible with an unquestioning credulity. A watchman would but ill deserve his wages, and ill
fulfil his duty, if he were to take everybody with the external marks of
Christianity for a true ·and real Christian. When the devil and his
agents can assume the form of angels of light, it js especially the watch·
man's duty to examine, search, and warn. When common pebbles
are passed of! for precious stones, it is especially the watchman's duty
to cry aloud. "Beware of dogs" exhorted the very man who has told
us that" Charity believeth all things."· How shall I know a "dog,"
or beware of a " dog," if I am to believe every man is a " sheep" 1 If
I am not to "judge others," how am I to know a thief and a robber
from an honest man 1 . This cry for "charity" reminds me very
strongly of the practice amongst thieves, who, for fear of being them·
selves detected, make much ado about depredations.' People may
think and say of us as they please, our charity is towards God. We
believe all things, and hope all things, and think no evil of anything in
His dispensations; but as for believing and hoping that everyone is a
true Ohristian until we find him otherwise, it is an article of faith that
either a knave or a simpleton haF invented.
In further reply to the objection, I beg to state to you that I have
now been upwards of 30 years a close observer of human nature. I
have seen men and women under every phase of society, so that I may
be supposed to know something of the matter in hand; and I declare
it to be my conviction" that it is impossible that men can believe the
Bible and live as they do; it is impossible that men can believe in the
existence of a heaven and a hell, who can give sleep to their eyes, or
slumber to their eyelids, as the masses do, without agonizing inquiry
as to whither they are going ;' it is impossible that men can believe in
the Atonement, whilst they deny, as the masses do, that they are hell·
deserving sinners. There are three creeds amongst men, viz.: (1)
That of the moral man; (2) That of the immoral man; (3) That of
the Christian man.
The first says: "I believe I sl}all get credit for my good works and
intentions,and they will save me "; the second ·says, "I believe that'
God will ultimately repent of His threatenings, and have mercy, and
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if not, that Christ will step in and fill up my deficiencies"; the third
says, " I believe that Christ lias abundantly satisfied God's justice for
all for whom He stood Sponsor-that nothing I can do can in any way
help my salvation, yet that God gives me grace to struggle against sin,
and that He will reward the good works that Christ has wrought, or
will work in me and by me." Now I know that these are the three
creeds held by the majority of professing Christians, and that two of
them fairly describe the hopes and belief of nineteen-twentieths of
Christendom. I say to you all, Woe be unto them who cling to the
first two; they are at present in the gall of bitterness and the bond of
iniquity. May the Lord teach the third creed to each aud everyone
of His redeemed ones; for it is what those must hold who will be saved,
"Watchman! What of the night 1 "
I answer the challenge by declaring that, no matter to what quarter
I look, there is plain indication of hypocrisy, or a total indifference to
the truths of revelation. It is only here and there we see one with a
broken heart and contrite spirit, walking as a stranger and a pilgrim
in expectation of the Lord.
It is true that t,here is much apparent religion-much zeal-much
running to and fro-much learning and knowledge in secular thingsmuch philanthropy-much lecturing on art, science, philosophy, and
literature-much benevolence in these times; but as for vital godliness,
as for clear perceptions of Jesus Christ, and clear and decided views
of man's state by nature, as for distinct and unmistakeable preaching,
as for honesty and fearlessness on the part of teachers-they are at a
low ebb indeed!
The Articles. of our own Church appear to be regarded as a dead
letter.; they are gone quite out of fashion. No man seems to have
courage to knock Free-will on the head, or to whisper about the everlasting purpose of God to save a peculiar people; but the rubrics are
exalted, and those things whieh were the infirmities of our ancestors,
are magnified almost into essentials of Christianity. The fathers are
dragged forward instead of the apostles, and medireval obscurity and
ignorance obtruded upon us instead of primeval simplicity and light.
"Watchman! what of the night 1 "
(To b. OO1lti.....d.)

QUESTIONS PROPOUNDED IN HOLY WRIT.
IV.
" 0 wretched. man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?" (margin, " This body of death ").-RoMANs vii. 24.
THE question asked by Paul in this portion relates to a conflict which
he felt warring within him, between two laws-" The law of God,"
in which he delighted, and" The law of sin" which burdened him
grievously. See verses 22 and 23, and chapter vi. verse 6.
" For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:
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" But I see another law in my members, warring against the law
of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is
in m.v members."
" Knowing this, that our old man is crucilied with Him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
sin."
This plaintive utterance of the Apostle is in itself an acknowledg·
ment. of the two natures dwelling within him, and which are at warfare,
causing him so much grief. Viewed in connection with the context,
it furnishes much spiritual matter for contemplation under the blessed
guidanc~ of the Holy Spirit.
Ascribing glory to God, to each glorious person of t.he GodheadFather, Son, and Holy Ghost, one LORD--is the predominating and
great theme of the Apostle Paul's writings, inspired by the Holy Spirit
and graciously bequeathed to the Church of God, as 'a rich treasure,
for their edilication and comfort, and for their confirmation in their
most holy faith.
The text presents itself for consideration in a threefold way, viz :Confession,. "0 wretched man that I am! "
A question asked,. "Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death? "
A cry for deli,'erance,. "0 wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death? "
In the first place notice Paul's confession-" 0 wretched man that
I am." What a mercy to be favoured with a heart humbled by the
grace of God, as Paul's was, to confess unto Him our daily sins, and
to feel them to be an intolerable burden. This spirit of confession is
like balm to the wounded heart and guilty conscience, and it is an
evidence of sonship; thus Paul felt it to be, as appears manifestly
from the verse following the text :"I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the
mind I myself serve the law of God; but with' the flesh the law of
sin. "
And in this respect he is not singular from the children of God in all
ages; for the experience of every poor contrite sinner" born again,"
and made a seeker of righteousness through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, is that of warfare. See 23rd verse :" But I see another law in my members, warring against ,the law of
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in
my members."
The testimony of Old Testament saints and the whole family of God
is in agreement with that of Paul, and here we trace the Divine order
of our God in convincing of sin by the power of His Holy Spirit and
leading to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Rock of Salvation, e.g.,
Damd: " I acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have
I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord;
and Thou' forgavest the iniquity of my sin." Se/ah. (Psa. xxxii. 5).
Daniel: "And I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my
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confession, and said, 0 Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the
covenant and mercy to them that love Him, and to them that keep
His commandments; we 'have sinned, and have committed iniquity,
and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from
Thy precepts and from Thy judgments" (Daniel ix. 4,5).
Come, ye sinners, poor "nd wretched,
Weak and wounded, sick and sore:
Jesus ready stands to save you,
Full of pity, joined with. power:
He is able,
He i. willing, doubt do more. (J. HART).
A question asked: "Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death 1 "
Anxious enquiry, godly sorrow, and a troubled conscience characterize the question Paul asks, showing that the fear of God wTought
within him spiritual changes which are the marks of God's family. In
Psalm lv_ 19 there is a most solemn declaration concerning this truth,
-VIZ. : -

"Because they have no changes, therefore they fear not God"
·Our LOTd Himself said to Nicodemus, "Marvel not that I said unto
thee, Ye must be born again" (John iii. 7).
And Moses in his song spake discrinlinating words setting fOTth the
difference between the children of God and the children of the devil.
" They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the spot of His
children: they are a perverse and crooked generation" (Deut. xxxii.
5).

FuTtheT, the text is a cry jor deliverance: "0 wretched man that I
am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death 1 "
The question asked by the Apostle Paul is an earnest prayer to the
Lord to deliver him from the power of" the law of sin," and the language
is intense and expressive of a spirit of seeking for Him Who alone can
meet his desperate case, and the unhappy condition which cnsues
from the terrible warfare he experiences raging within him, described
in the preceding paTt of the chapter; his Spirit·breathed desires are
graciously answered, for in the 25th verse he acknowledges, in words
of God-given faith and thanksgiving, that his Deliverer is God our
Heavenly Father through Jesus Christ our Lord.
"I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the
mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of
sin."
Consider Him! A glorious Person! The gracious Deliverer from
evil of every member of His family chosen in Jesus -Christ of God the
Father, and sanctified by God the Holy Ghost-Jehovah, the Lord
of Hosts. See David's ascription of praise to Him in Psalm xviii.,
verses 2 and 3.
. "The Lord is my Rock, and my fortress, and my deliyerer; my
-God, my lltrength, in Whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn
.of my salvation, and my high tower.
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" I will call upon the Lord, Who is worthy to be praised: so shall
I be saved from mine enemies."
And in Romans xi. 26 Paul shows the Almighty power of his
Deliverer.
" And so alllsrael shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from
Jacob."
EBENEZER CARR.

St. Leonards-on-Sea.
=====

SOME FUNDAMENTAL TRUTHS.
VI. THE DOOTRINE OF ELEOTION.
PERHAPS, apart from the words of Holy Scripture, we can have no
better definition of the doctrine of Election than that given in the
'xviith of the "Articles of Religion" of the Church of England on
"Predestination and Election," viz., "Predestination to life is the
everlasting purpose of God, whereby (before tbe foundations of the
world were laid) He hath constantly decreed by His counsel secret to
,us, to deliver from curse and damnation those whom He hath chosen
in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by Christ to everlasting
salvation, as vessels made to honour," etc.
I. I will endeavour to show that this statement of the doctrine is
in close accordance with the teaching of Scripture.
(a). The Lord Jesus has made known to us, as recorded in St. John's
Gospel, His purpose in coming down from heaven; He says of His
" sheep "-His people-" I 'am come that they might have life";
" I lay down My life for the sheep"; "I give unto them eternal life,
and they shall never perish"; and then He reveals the fact that they
were given unto Him by the Father-" My Father which gave them
Me" (John x. 10, 15, 28, 29).
This implies Divine choice, or election unto salvation. Again, in the
sixth chapter, the Lord says (u. 37): "All that" (" All that which,"
R.V.-The Greek word is neuter-i.e., the whole Election of Grace)" the Father giveth Me shall come to :tile; and him that cometh to Me
I will in no wise cast out. For I came down from heaven not to do
mine own will, but the will of' Him that sent :tile. And this is the
Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all which He hath given
Me I should lose nothing, 'but should raise it up again at the last day"
(John vi. 37-39).
. (b). In Romans viii. 28 the Apostle Paul writes that God's children
" know that all things work· together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called, according to His purpose."
To prove this he unfolds, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
God's eternal purpose of grace (vu. 29, 30), showing that His purpose
contemplates the glorification of all those whom He foreknew, and foreordained" to be conformed to,the image'of His Son, that He might be
,the first horn among. many brethren." This passage of Holy Scrip-
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ture has been well named "the golden chain of QQd's Purpose."
The first two links of the chain are in the far-back eternal times of QQd's
foreknowledge and fore-ordination, and then the chain extends to
God's people on earth, and we have the links of the calling and iUfJtification of those thus foreknown and predestinated. Then the chain
reaches up again unto heaven, unto the eternal glorification of the
elect. "Therefore," says the Apostle, elsewhere, "I endure all
things for the elect's sakes, tbat they may also obtain the salvation
which is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory" (2 Tim. ii. 10).
If it were not for the pride and enmity and unbelief of the unrenewed
heart of man, the foregoing proofs from Holy Scripture of the doctrine
of God's sovereign and unconditional choice of His people unto salvation would be all·sufficient. But it is not so! Fallen man is too
proud to be saved in QQd's way-by sovereign grace, through Christ
alone!
There was a time when the doctl·ine of Election was generally
received, and believed, in the professing Church, but now, alas, it is
generally rejected! We need not be surprised, when we read that in
the last days men would be" highminded " (2 Tim. iii. 4), and we must
remember, too, that it is written: "A man can receive nothing,
except it be given him from heaven" (John iii. 27).
(c). Again, the great Apostle to the Gentiles writes to the Church of
QQd (Eph. i. 3, 6): "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ: according as He hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him, in "love having predestinated us unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace." To the Church of the
. Thessalonians (1 Thess. i. 4, 5): "Knowing, brethren beloved, your
election of QQd. For our QQspel came not unto you in word only, but
also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance."
In his second Epistle to the same Church: "We are bound to give
thanks alway to QQd for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because
QQd hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth, whereunto He called you
by our QQspel" (2 Thess. ii. 13, 14); and to Timothy (2 Tim. i. 9) :
" Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus, before the world began." Indeed, the doctrine
runs like a golden thread through the warp and woof of the Bible, and,
moreover, has always been received and believed in the Church of QQd,
even in the darkest times.
H. The condition of mankind by reason of the Fall, as shown in a
previous article of this series, is a proof that the saved must needs be
the subjects of QQd's absolute choice. For if man be, by nature, spiritually " dead" as indeed he is (Eph. ii. 1 and 5), it is obvious that it
must be through Almighty power that he is raised from this state, and

The Gospel

11{agazine

301

passes" out of death into life" (John v. 24, see Greek). In the case
then of the regenerate, there must have been the exercise of God's
discriminative grace, or election unto aalvation.
Ill. God's salvation is entirely of free grace. "Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us" (Titus iii. 5): "By grace have ye been aavcd" (Eph. ii.
5 and 8, R.V.). But it would not be so, apart from God's electing love
in Christ Jesus. Were it conditional upon the will or works of the
creature, it would not be of grace, which signmes that which is entirely
gratuitous, as it is written: "Even so then at this present time also
there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace,
then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace" (Rom.
xi. 5, 6). Salvation by free grace is the uniform testimo!\y of Holy
Scripture. "The free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord" (Rom. vi. 23, R.V.).
Believing the Gospel, or faith, is deemed by many professing Christians to be the procuring cause of salvation. But this is not the case,
for then salvation would be conditional, and not of free grace, and a
man would have ground for glorying. But says Paul (Eph. ii. 8):
" For by grace are ye aaved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast."
Faith is the act of the spiritual man (John vi. 44): "Without faith it
is impossible to please Him" (Heb. xi. 6). But," They that are in
the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 8). If, then, a man has
faith he is no longer" in the flesh," but" in the spirit." He is" born
of God."
IV. The xviith Article of the Church of England, already referred to,
speaks of the comfort of the doctrine of Election and Predestination:
"The godly consideration of Predestination, and our Election in
Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly
'persons," etc. It is, indeed, full of comfort to God's own children;
taught in the truth. Some, indeed, " babes in Cluist," as yet imperfectly taught, and needing the" solid food" of the Word of God,
.often find a difliculty in this deep and humbling truth, possibly because
they do n?t see that the Gospel is proclaimed, not to the elect, as such,
but to sinners, indiscriminately, and while those who receive it into
their hearts do so under the power and influence of the Holy Ghost,
those who reject it do so of their own free-will.
Yet to non-Christians, and mere nominal Christians, who look at
the doctrine in a fatalistic way:as the Article quoted from affirms, it
is a stumbling-block. These, through thc inbred pride of the human
heart, reject it.
Some, however, of those at one time strenuously opposed to the
truth of election-and all naturally oppose it, inasmuch as it is a truth
of such a humbling nature that it can only be received by the "new
heart "-have, by Divine grace, been brought subsequently to heartily
believe it.
The essential thing is to be led to submit to what God has revealed
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in His Word, as the Apntle Paul enforces (Rom. ix. 19-24): "Thou
wilt say then unto me, Why doth He yet find fault 1 for who hath
resisted His will 1 Nay but, 0 man, who art thou that repliest
against God 1 Shall the thing formed say to Him that formed it,
Why hast thou made me thus 1 Hath not the potter power over the
clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another
unto dishonour 1 What if God, willing to show His wrath, and to
make His power known, endured with much long-suffering the vessels
of wrath fitted to destruction: and that He might make known the
riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had afore prepared unto glory, even us, whom He hath called, not of the Jews only,
but also of the Gentiles 1 "
ROBERT J. NOYEs.
Marshall (Bask.), Oanada.

PRAYER PLEAS.
THIS wonderfully beautiful Psalm (Psa. !xxxvi.) is full of pleas with
the Lord. David, the man after God's own heart, communed with
Him,
as friend with friend, and at the same time with reverent humilitv.
.
His language is " irresistible logic," as one writer has termed it. He
pleaded one argument after another to support his claim for relief. And,
dear child of God, " made nigh by the blood of Christ," this God is Ollr
God, and we may approach Him in like manner as did His beloved
servant David.
In verse 1 we read: "Bow down Thine ear, 0 Lord, hear me."
Note his humility. So low am I, so small, so feeble, do condescend to
bend down Thine ear and listen. Why 1 "For I am poor and needy."
He does not beat about the bush, so to speak, in a roundabout way, but
at once tells the Lord his reason for wishing to be heard. So poor I am
-so poor, and not only poor, but actually wanting necessities-I am
compelled to apply to Thee. This plea, "poor and needy," he knew
would appeal to the heart of the gracious and loving God to WllOm he
was spea1.-ing, for in another Psalm he affirmed: " I am poor and needy,
yet the Lord thinketh upon me." He was just in the position that the
Lord stepped in to help. His omnipotence and love alike would relieve
him. "The Lord thinketh." Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
the Covenant Three in One, thinketh upon me. In Psa. !xx. 5 he
became very urgent indeed in his cry, "I am poor and needy, make
haste unto me, 0 God; Thou art my Help and my Deliverer.· 0 Lord,
make no tarrying." Again (Psa. cix. 21, 22), " Deliver Thou me, for I
am poor and needy." So we find it was David's constant plea, "I am
poor and needy." Is this argument thine, reader 1· Poor- nothing
in my hand I bring," helpless, needy, and look to Thee for grace, for
in Thee is " grace supplying every need" 1 Poverty in need of immediate relief thy condition. "Just my own exceeding need and Thine
exceeding love" my earnest plea. And the plea will not be in vain .
. Then in the next verse he says, "Preserve my soul." . Why 1 "For
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I am holy," that is, sacred or set apart for Thee. I am Thy servant,
and as such need Thy special preservation, not only in bodily and
general need but in spiritual need. "Preserve my soul." Spiritual
sight triumphs over bodily sight, and spiritual strength gives bodily
strength and consolation. This David lrnew, and so pleaded, "Preserve
my soul," on the ground that he belonged to the Lord. David was
very manifestly the Lord's choice. He was frequently mentioned as
" David, ~Iy servant."
. In the next verse he says, " Be merciful unto me, 0 Lord." 'Why 1
" For I cry unto Thee daily," or, as in margin, "all the day." My
pressure is so great, my cry is so continual, behold my constant pleading.
Be merciful unto me--me, Thy servant and Thy needy one.
And he proceeds in the verse, " Rejoice the soul of Thy servant."
Why 1 "For Wlto Thee, 0 Lord, do I lift up my soul." Ah, dear.
seeking one, with lifted soul looking up, thy soul will be rejoiced. He
will rejoice thy soul. He will hear thee, for thou art poor and needy,
He will preserve thy soul, for thou art holy to Him. He will be I)lerciful
to thee, for thou criest unto Him da.ily, and He will rejoice thy soul, for
thou liftest up thy soul to Him. In Him is joy. David said in
another Psalm (Psa, xx-xv. 9): "My soul shall be joyful in the Lord;
it shall rejoice in His salvation." He goes on to say, " All my bones
shall say, Lord, Who is like unto Thee Which deliveredst . . . the poor
and needy." "All my bones," my whole being, shall rejoice. Now
let us see by the Holy. Spirit's teaching from God's own Word the other
side of the" irresistible logic." David had been .pleading his cause
from his own condition. But he went on to plead the Lord's attributes,
His potentialities, and His power. In verse 5 we read, " For Thou,
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all
them that call upon Thee." From these characteristics he argued his
case.
In verse 7 we read, "In the day of my trouble I will call upon Thee."
'Why 1 "For Thou wilt answer me." Others may turn a deaf ear;
or display an unwilling heart, but Thou wilt answer me. He proceeds
in verse 10, "Thou art great, and docst wondrous things: Thou art
GDd alone:' And in verse 13, "For great is Thy mercy toward me
and Thou hast delivered my soul." In the 15th verse, " Thoi!, 0 Lord,
art a GDd full of compassion.and gracious, kmgsufiering, and plenteous
in mercy and truth." He reminds the Lord of all this, and lrnows
that for His name's sake he. will not be dIsappointed. How
touchingly he beseeches, "0 turn unto me a.nd have mercy upon me;
give Thy strength unto Thy servant." He brings every' plea forth.
Thy servant. Surely .Thy servant may receive Thy strength. Moreover, "the son of Thine handmaid." For his mother's memory the
Lord will s,urely exercise Ilis mercy. Again he pleads, "Show me a
token for good, that they which hate me may sce it and be ashamed.".
Thus he asks that even for the sake of his enc/ilies' failing to eX1!lt over
him the Lord will be gracious to His own dear servant. Finally
he argues from the past that. helrnows.. ,the
Lord will not desert him- ,
.
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for-for-" Thou, Lord, hast holpen me and comforted me." Thou
al"t--Thou wilt--Thou hast.
What inimitable prayers are these! We, too, dear reader, like
David, should remind the Lord of our poverty and His riches, of our
need and His grace, of our being sealed unto Him and His preserving
power, of our cry and His mercy, of our lifting up of soul to Him and
His deliverance, of our positions as His servants, and as sons and
daughters of His handmaids, the double plea, and beg Him also to
vindicate His name in sight of our enemies, to show forth His glory.
Then shall we triumphantly exclaim, " Thou, Lord, Mst holpen me and
Comforted me." So shall we be enabled to rejoice in His salvation.
Let us not be discouraged by these trials and difficulties which distress
and depress us here, but may we just look up and with the eye of faith
see Him undertaking for us. Our very needs are His drawings into
Himself, His hand pressure. Do notice where His people rejoice.
" They went through the flood on foot, there did we rejoice in Him,"
in Him. The flood, the terrible flood, He turned into dry land, so that
the place of fear became the plaee of rejoicing. The place thou
dreadest will be thy place of joy. "In the shadow of Thy wings will
I rejoice." Thy closeness to Him will be thy protection. In the
valley of Achor is the door of hope, through the sea He will make a
dry path, and in the fire He will walk with us. "There is nothing,
nothing at all which He cannot do on my behalf." Therefore, trust
thou in Him. We, too, shall join David in his praiseful rapture. "I
will praise Thee, 0 Lord my God, with all my heart." How full of
delightful fervour that expression, "With all my heart," and" I will
glorify Thy name for evermore." Thy name which is as ointment
poured forth, so fragrant-the sweet savour of Christ Jesus in Whom
is all our desire, even Ifimselj.
NETTlE.

TWO "IFS "-THE ONE PAST, THE OTHER PRESENT.
MOST readers of the Bible are farriliar with the history of the nobleman,
who in a period of famine ridiculed the Lord's prophet when he declared
that God would provide plenty of food in a few hours' time. His words
were: "If the Lord would make windows in heaven might this thing
be 1 " (2 Kings vii. 2). That is to say, he positively denied the explicit
and solemn promise of God. God's Word is true. God stands by it
at all costs. The nobleman's rejection of God's Word was not merely
a personal matter. His position gave him great influence with the
people, and his conduct and his example were certain to be followed
by such as are ever ready to listen to man's opinion in preference to
heeding God's Word.
The history of the unbelieving nobleman shonld be carefully considered to·day when so much doubt is being cast upon God's sure Word.
The prophet did not speak on his own responsibility when he said
to the nobleman, "Thon shalt see it (i.e., the abundScnce of food) with
thine eyes, but thou shalt not eat thereof."
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In a remarkable manner the enemy fled from besieging the city of
Samaria, and the place was re·provisioned according to God's Word,
but the nobleman-who was directed by his king t{) preserve order at
the gate because of' the excitement of the people--was crushed to
death whilst actually witn-essing the arrival of the food! His scepticism cost him dear. It cost him his life, and those who continue to
doubt God's Word will find that their unbelief will issue in eternal ruin.
All wisdom belongs to God. He is never in any difficulty. He is
ever able to provide the means to carry out His promises. The words
{)f King Asa (2 Chron. xiv. 11) need to be well pondered. "Lord, it
is nothing with Thee to help, whether with many, or with them that
have no power." When necessary to the performance of His Word
God has caused even natural laws to have their operations suspended.
Thus, for Israel's safety He caused the water to stand as a heap (Exod.
xv. 8; Josh. iii. 13). That Joshua might have time to carry out God's
instructions, the LElrd caused the sun to stand still (Josh. x. 13). When
His servants loyally submitted to be cast into the furnace rather than
take part in idolatry, God withdrew from the fire its power to hurt.
. If these facts were more realized, and more encouragement drawn from
them, there would be less imitation of the unbelieving nobleman's" if."
To doubt God's Word is a more serious matter than is generally
supposed:
Many years after this event God appears to have recalled it to the
remembrance of those who professed His name. He said (Ma!. iii. 10) :
'.' Prove Me now, it I will not open you the windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive
it." Do we believe this? God invited the Jews to prove Him. He
had charged them with robbing Him of the tithes. He said: "Bring
the tithes to My house, that you have withheld, and see if I will not
bless you."
The Gospel equivalent of " bringing the tithes into the store.house"
(Ma!. iii. 10) is set forth in Romans xii. 1: "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service."
These words are addressed to those who profess to be foUowers of the
Lord Jesus, and yet many when they hear the call, say" This is a hard
saying, who can hear it ? " (John vi. 60).
. Men do not want to submit their wills, their persons, and their all to
the Lord Jesus. The man who> does really believe in the LElrd Jesusthe man who does not try to make conditions, but yields himself soul,
mind, and body to the Lord's righteous rule-ever proves that his Lord
does for him more and better than he can ask or even think.
.Some have found it a difficult matter to surrender their darling idol,
the last fort that holds out in the heart, but in the end they have been
enabled to do it, and to say with the Apostle: "I count ~Il things of
this earth as worthless in comparison with Christ Jesus, my Saviour"
(Phi!. iii. 8-10).
One word of caution is necessary. On the spur of the moment a
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person's feelings may be touched, .and in his own strength such an
one may seem to be willing to yield all to the Lord Jesus, but if there
be nothing more than a passing emotion, there will be a great temptation to act as Ananias and Sapphira did-" keep back part of the
price" (Acts v. I-H). The Lord says: "My son (my daughter), give
Me thine heart" (Prov. xxiii: 26). He can be content with nothing
less. He will not share any man's heart with a rival.
Whilst it is true that the Lord requires all the heart, yet consider
what He gives to those who are enabled to give Him their heart's love
and obedience_ "He Who spared not His Own Son, but delivered
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also treely give us all
things?" (Rom. viii. 32), and by-and-bye make us possessors of "an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away"
(1 Pet. i. 4).
Those who have put God to the test, in humble trust that He invites
them to do so, have found that He does" open the windows of heaven"
and "pour down blessings" upon their souls (Mal. iii. 10), and there are
times when such can truly say, "My cup runneth over" (Psa. xxiii. 5)_
It lllust be borne in mind that true prayer is a petition, not a demand.
True prayer is made in the name of the Lend Jesus and in submission
to God's holy will. There is a great tendency" to ask amiss," to ask
for something which will tend to exalt natural self (Jas. iv. 3). If God
love us He will- withhold any such gift. On the other hand, if we
ask according to His will, He will hear (1 John v. 14), and we may
confidently rely upon such an answer as shall be for our eternal good_
P. 1. B.
ANY MANNER OF LOST THING.
IN Psalm lxvi. we find David standing on one of his high places, and:
there praising God for deliverance and for a return of mercies. He had
been in a strait place. God had tried him, brought him into the net,
laid affliction upon him. But now, through fire and water, he was set
in a wealthy place.' The Lord had heard him, had attended to the
voice of his prayer, and with an exulting springing heart he closes his
psalm, " Blessed be God Who hath not turned away my prayer, nor
His mercy from me." It sounds as if he had feared that his prayer
would be left to go by as if unnoticed, and that the Lord's sweet, tender,.
or great mer,cy would not visit him. Jacob, no douht, felt the same
)vhen Esau met him that morning, in such an easy, loving, gentle way.
The Shunamite would feel the same when her son was restored to her,
over and above all her misgivings and sense of unworthiness. I felt
the same last week when the maid came and smilingly placed hefore
me the pound note I had lost thirty hours before-lost, as it seemed,
hopelessly. It disappeared,between the house and a tradesman's, not
a minut~'s wall<: off. No one likes to lose a note, even· should there
remain ninety-nine in the account. But the children of God can take
ioyfuUy the spoiling of-their goods when a sense of His flJ,vour pervades
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their souls. It is when His reproof is feared that losses are heavy.
But we cannot do wrong on every seeming occasion to humble our·
selves under His mighty hand to ask, " Show me wherefore Thou contended with me." What made this loss more marked was that the
evening before, the conversation was about how the Lord rejoices in
the prosperity of His people, how that He will not "Iway be chiding;
thongh he canse grief, yet He will have compassion; how that the whole
song of the Bihle is one of deliverance and restoration. The warmth
of the discussion, ending as it did with the Psalmist's ejaculation and
prayer, " 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, send now prosperity," was scarcely
off the spirit, when the note vanished. Bnt that exercise is worth more
than its weight in money that brings the sinner to the Lord's feet, that
reminds again not to be high-minded but to fear. How can we sufficiently admire His tenderness, Who, when His fruit has been brought
forth, restores the waste places, and with a grief creates a joy that
otherwise would have been nnknown. David, as we are all sure,
enjoyed his wealthy place the more because it was at the other side of
the fire and water. And the woman in the parable was richer than if
she had never lost her silver, because now her heart was full as well as
her pocket.
And I had another Ebenezer to raise when the maid put down the
pound, and said that her sister had picked it up on the road. It is:
these feelings of thanl--ful rejoicing that the Lord recognizes and acknowledges when He says, " So likewise I say unto you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels over one sinner that repenteth, more than over'
ninety and nine jnst persons "-did He mean the angels themselves?
-who need no repentanec."
But when we speak of repentance, we " leave all earthly things behind," and enter a way that is not-as losses are-" C<lmmon to man.'"
But the redeemed only, as Isaiah says, walk there, and there learn how
little they deserve at the hands of the Lord, and how much He has·
given them. They learn, being taught of God Himself, and in measure'
as it pleases Him, what it is to be lost, to be out of the way, and without;
any capacity of returning. They learn that their only hope is in God,
and they li~ten for the words of mercy and trnth that meet together in
Jesus. How the disciples in all their ignorance hung on His words,
as He opened to them the secrets that He brought with Him f~om the
Fathm·. "This is the Father's will which hath sent Me," He said,
"that of all which He hath given Me, I should lose nothing." There
is a resting place for those who, like Paul's beloved brethren, know
their election of God. It is His will, His design, His end and determination, that none of them should be lost, but that Ohrist should raise.
them up at the last day. And the will, further revealed by the Prince
of Peace, of Him tbat sent Him is, that everyone that seeth the Son.
and believeth on Him should have everlasting life and be raised up at
the last day. 0 for the power of the blessed Spirit npon our hearts,
for eyes to see the Sent of the Father, and seeing Him to believe. Then,
" compared with Christ in all beside, no C<lmeliness we'll see."
FOLLOWER-ON.
21
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"THOU DIDST CALL."
(Oontinued from page 166.)

" Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding

out! "-ROMANS xi. 33.
" They shall come from the east and from the west, frOTlt the north and
from the south, attd shall sit down in the kingdom of God."-LuKE
xiii. 29.

" SAUL, Saul." "Suddenly"" as he journeyed," " near Damascus"
" a light from heaven," "a Voice"! Such was Saul's call, so was he
arrested. He is the seventh and last servant of God called by the
repeated name iu the Word of God. May the Spirit of God iustruct,
enlighten, and encourage us by the narrative. And may He unfold
this wonderful scene describiug the life-transition of Paul as given in
Acts ix.
Yes, life-transition! The man dead iu trespasses and sins one
moment, was in a moment quickened iuto life everlastiug.
If we may take four words from the few sentences that iutroduce
and describe Saul and his life up to this time, we find four downward
steps iu sin. Quoting then the actual words of Scripture, the first mention of him is in chap. vii. 58. We read that at the martyr Stephen's
-death, "the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet
'whose name was Saul." He was standiug there as one of the
,,, witnesses" of sin. This is his introduction to the page of Holy Writ.
:Emphatic and terse. He was taking one long downward step when
'he stood and surveyed this scene of the committal of sin. In chap_
viii. 1, we read of a further downward step, " Saul was consentiug unto
his death." To watch sin is the beginning of danger, it is commonly
followed by " consenting" to it. So the third thing that we read of
him is that he helped on an evil work. "As for Saul, he made havoc
of the church ... and haling men and women, committed them to
prison" (v. 3). And lastly, chap. i:'{. 1-2, iu his Satanic zeal, he
" desired" to persecute the saints of God. At that poiut the Lord
stopped him in his career of open sin. Oh! how we should beware
of the insidious beginniugs of evil.
Let us for a moment go back to Samuel's call, and contrast it with
that of Saul. When Samuel heard his name called iu the night,
" Samuel, Samuel," he mistook the voice for that of Eli. Nor was he
easily persuaded that he was wrong in so doing. But Eli knew that
it waS the voice' of God. Thus it was Eli, not Samuel, who first
" perceived that the Lord had called the child." It is often so still.
The longiug, trembling child of God cannot, dare not believe that he
is really called of God in grace. He fears and falters and doubts.
Beloved reader, is it so with you? Do you say, " If only I were sure;
I long to know that I am truly His?" Ah! perhaps it is with you
as with Samuel. It may be that tJ.1ose who see and watch your daily
life distiuctly "perceive that the Lord (has) called" you, albeit you
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are so uncertain of it yourself. Very surely a dead soul never wanted
to be sure. So that longing in you is a proof of life-a positive proofthat the Holy Spirit is already acting in you. "And He which hath
.begun a good work in you, will finish it," as the margin of Phil. i. 6
so simply puts it. This reading, and the similar margin in Heb. xii. 2
is more telling because of its utter simplicity. Hence in due timeHi.s time-the Lord will shine upon you and give you" joy and peace
in believing." Be patient and constant in prayer until then, for His
time to be gracious unto you will assuredly r,ome.
The Apostle Paul's call and history and writings stand alone. They
are unique. God called him and he was made to hear. God called
him and he was constrained to work. Man cannot gauge the result
.of that call and work in him, or in any other servant of the Lord. Only
may not Paul's example of fearlessness, fidelity, and faith, constantly
stimulate us to follow the same Lord of Whom Paul said, "Whose
I am, and Wbom I serve "~ And may we endeavour by the grace of
God to be as steadfast, as forbearing, and as zealous as Paul was.
Now let us notice the points of likeness and difference between the
three New Testament saints who received this double call. There is
marked difference in their circumstances and their responses, and
marked likeness in their declarations of faith. Saul was called as a
young man in the very act of wrongdoing. He was called to endure
unspeakable hardships in the Lord's service, and called to exert untold
influence in the Lord's vineyard. Martha was called in daily work.
Peter was called just after a dispute. Martha apparently met her
rebuke with silence. Peter met his warning with a vehement assurance
<If faithfulness-soon to be tested and found wanting. Paul met his
.challenge with immecliate whole·hearted sUlTender. "Straightway
he preached Christ ... that He is the Son of God" (v. 20). There
begins the striking similarity between the three. Almost identical
words were uttered by both Martha and Peter. Martha declared,
" I believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of God" (John xi. 27).
Peter asserted, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God"
{Matt. xvi. 16). Saving faith is ever built on the divinity of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
Oh! beloved fellow Christian, how precious and comforting, how
·soul·reassuring these likenesses and differences are. The Lord is not
-controlled in His wonderful workings. Nothing can prevent the
effectual call of grace-mistaken service cannot, disputes cannot, sin
<Jannot. If He call, none can let or hinder Him. Fo;r His is a sovereign
,call. He calls, too, whom He will, when lie will, where He will, and
how He will. In the night or in the day. His call is always heard at
.last, even if at first we mistake the voice. Let that voice sound when
it will, it meets all circumstances and surmounts all obstacles. The
·events connected with the double call to the four Old Testament saints
beautifully bear this out also. Though the cases varied in every
particular, the call' overtook and arrested each one of the seven, no
matter how they were occupied.
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Then this double call was addressed to men of all classes. In high
and low estate, learned and illiterate, the Lord has His own in every
circle and among all nations. He will find them out and address them
individually, whether rich or poor their position, whether large or
small their ability, whether black or white their colour: Take courage,
o child of God! Our God has means abundant, time immeasurable,
power infinite, and love everlasting, to bring in the farthest off, the
faintest and feeblest. He will have all men to be saved who are chosen
in Christ. We may pray in faith for ourselves or our wandering loved
ones. Grace has no limits as to who and how. Again, this repeated
call has sounded through all the ages, it has rung in every dispensation.
To Abraham, the founder of the Jewish nation. To Jacob, the father
of the patriarchs. To Moses, the lawgiver. To Samuel, the prophet.
To Martha in home life. To Peter in public life during our Lord's
time. To Paul, since the outpouring of the Spirit. Grace knows no
restrictions as to when and where.
And the call was uttered to people at all times of life. It came to
" the child Samuel," to the youth Saul, to Martha and Peter in middle
life, to Abraham, Jacob, and Moses in declining years. Even so it is
still. None are too young and none are too old to be reached hy the
voice of Jehovah. "The child" is not too ignorant to wlderstand,
and the old man is not too deaf to hear. Grace brooks no hindrance
as to age and sex.
There is an interesting negative side in connection with this double
call. Not once did the Lord Jesus speak the name a second time
when He addressed the dead. Three times during His earthly ministry
He called dead bodies back to life. Each time it was a short sentence
which was immediately obeyed. Once He touched the hody (Luke viii.
54). Once He " touched the bier" (Luke vii. 14-)'. Once He touched
nothing (John xi. 43). But in every case He called to the dead aRd
the dead arose. Even so will it be at the resurrection of the just. His
call will then sound far and wide, wherever man has breathed and
died, and again, death will immediately give place to life, and those
who live will rise. The Lord will not need to call a second time, every
believer will at once come forth. Perchance that day is very near
indeed; we pray that it is. Then, simultaneously with the resur·
rection of the dead in Christ, will take place the translation of the
living in Christ-caught up together to meet Him in the air. This
is the gladdest and grandest of all expectations. And if the expectation be glorious, what will the realization be 1 Then we and they shall
be for ever with the Lord. Are we living for this 1 Beloved fellow
saint, to you it will be bliss. Beloved reader, ho,,' will it be with you 1
Have you heard His" call" 1 Are you accepted in the Lord Jesus
Christ, are your sins forgiven 1 May His Spirit enable you to answer
from your heart, "I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against
that day."
New Barnet, Hens.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

.
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THE JEWS AND PALESTINE.
REMARKABLE DEVELOPMENTS.
THE following account of a great meeting held in New York, appeared
in the Daily Telegraph for May 11th last :To celebrate the restoration of Palestine and the acceptance by Britain
of the mandate from the Great Powers, American Jewry held a great
demonstration yesterday afternoon in Lexington Opera House, New
York.- From the standpoint of numbers, fervent enthusiasm, and
patriotic rejoicing I have never witnessed a more remarkable meeting
on either side of the Atlantic. The great Opera House was crowded
from floor to ceiling with a most cosmopolitan throng, including many
Jews, Russian by birth, and a thousand Zionist delegates representing
every State in the country. There was a profusion of flags, including
the Stars and Stripes, Union Jacks, and the white and blue banners of
Zion.
Judge Julian Mack, president of the Zionist organization in America,
presided, and was supported by many eminent rabbis and citizens
called together to celebrate" the new, glorious era in the life of the
Jewish people." The following cable from Mr. Lloyd George was
greeted with cheers:
" The ratification by the Supreme Council of Mr. Balfour's declaration
and the conferring of the mandate for Palestine on Great Britain is a
great triumph for the progressive Jewish cause. I have no doubt the
Jews of the world will co-operate with Great Britain in making Palestine
not only a prosperous home for the Jews, but a land of liberty and opportunity for all other inhabitants as well.
"Lr.OYD GEORGE."

Sir Auckland Geddes sent the following telegram .:
"I regret I am unavoidahly prevented from attending your meeting.
I wish it every success, and desire to associate myself with you in your
prayers and hopes that in Palestine the Jewish people may find that
home and centre for their culture for which they have so long aspired.
"GEDDES, British Ambassador."
Dr. Stephen Wise, the well-known Jewish leader, came next with an
eloquent speech eulogizing Mr. Balfour's declaration regarding Palestine, and praising Lord Allenby, who" took Palestine with the minimum
of hurt to the land and its people, and freed it for ever from Turkish
rule. Deep and unshakable," said the speaker, "is our faith in the goodwill of Great Britain so to observe the tetms of the mandate as shall
make of Palestine at the earliest possible moment a home for the
numbers of OUt people to be admitted therein, and to facilitate every
Jewish endeavour to re-establish in Palestine the national Jewish
homeland. Great Britain has led the way in a historic act of reparation
and restoration, and the Jewish people will never forget this transcendent service of Great Britain in the name of justice to the cause of
international righteousness. To -Great Britain and all its peoples we
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offer our heartfelt and unbounded gratitude, and upon Great Britain
we invoke the blessings of Almighty God."
More speeches followed, and then, with great, devotion, the masa
meeting sang the Jewish National Anthem. Mr. Nathan StrausS'
headed the list of contributions for the establishment of a great Jewish
university in Jerusalem with a subscription of £20,000.
In its issue of June 1st the Da1:ZY Telegraph has the following paragraph in reference to a Zionist scheme to raise £25,000,000.
The Jewish Correspondence Bureau states that the Zionist Executive
Committee has resolved to raise £25,000,000 in order to enable the
organization to start the work in Palestine on a large scale. A special
committee has been instituted, under the leadership of the well-known
Zionists, Mr. Naiditsch and Mr. Slatopolski. The money will be
raised by an appeal to the Jews througbout the world, to impose upon
themselves a tax of 10 per cent, according to the old Maascher (tithe)
as indicated in the Bible.
.
At the conference of the English Zionists £40,000 have been subscribed, to be paid during ten years. A continual stream of telegrams
which the Zionist Bureau is receiving announces gifts, even in those
countries where the inhabitants are stricken with poverty, owing to
the political and economic situation.
A telegram from Jeruaalem states that the poor Jewish element in
Palestine aims at collecting £30,000. Money, gold, ornaments, jewellery, building sites, and houses have already been contributed, worth
£15,000. The main purposes of this fund are the financing of emigration to Palestine, the establishment of the necessary institutions, and
the erection of buildings for their use, and of immigration offices at
many of the ports. It will alao be used for public work, such as the
starting of needful sanitary institutions, the foundation and upkeep
of schools, the Hebrew University included, and the financing of the
various measures necessary for the safety of the lives and property of
the Palestinian Jews.
SPIRITISM.
By THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMfSTON.
RECENTLY we were referring to the Rev. James Ormiston's most excellent and exhaustive work, The Satan of Scripture. While doing so we
came across (pp. 168, 169) a lengthy and valuable footnote from his
pen on Spiritism. In view of the prominence whicb has recently been
given to that dangerous system, Mr. Ormiston's remarks will be seen
to be very timely and suitable for the present. When reading it our
readers will need to remember that the second edition of The Satan of
Scripture was issued in the year 1877. The following is Mr. Ormiston's
foot-note: "One of the most successful of Satan's latter·day schemes
is, as we have already observed, to induce men to doubt his personal
existence. Next in order of subtilty must be reckoned his marvellously

•

The Gospel Magazine

313

varied endeavours to disarm human suspicion that he actually interferes
in the affairs of man. Perhaps no one of his extensive and popular
movements in recent times has given rise to more debate than the
subject .of so-called Spiritualism, or properly Spiritism. Those, however, who have studied the phenomena associated with this remarkable
manifestation of occult power, seem to be decidedly of opinion that it
is to be traced to demonological influence. No doubt impostors are
able to imitate some of those phenomena, but this is an argument rather
in favour that genuine spirit agency is exercised under other circumstances. The earlier manifestations of this Satanic wonder of the last
days showed themselves some twenty years ago in America, since
which time millions of misguided persons have fallen a prey to the
terrible delusion. The doctrinal errors which this system propagates·
may be gathered from the published utterances of ! spirits,' or demons,
and recorded in the organs of the movement. One of these, the Banner
0/ Light, shows that the creed of these' lying spirits' is that-the Bible
is not a reliable book; there is no sin; there is no devil; Christ is
not raised; man is his own judge; there is no resurrection of the
dead; man is his own Saviour; Christ will not come personally;
man is the Son of God as truly as Christ; man is God; there is no
God. Moreover, the movement, which has thoroughly rooted itself
in England, has its own distinct code of politics. The aim of the great
adversary will be plain to the relider when he reads the following statement of the programme of the spiritualist legion. Under the head of
'Practical Spiritualism, its Purposes and Plans,' an article in the
Spiritual Telegraph, of June 20, 1857, states: 'For the last four or
five years,.a movement has been going forward, comparatively unobserved by the public at large, whose central purpose is no less than
the entire regeneration . . . of the whole human race. . . . Another
purpose of the movement is the establishment of a new system of
goverument. It is a combination of the two elements of Monarchy
and Republicanism, making, therefore (partly because of the combin·ation, and partly for other reasons), a new idea of government. It has
already matured its plans to quite an extent. . . . All these things
grow out of a new Chu·rch-a ChuTch of principles, not of dogmas. This
Church is to be both interior and exterior, or individual and organic.
It is to reconcile both the Catholic and the Protestant phases of the
religious idea, not overlooking the three great religions which dogmatic
Christianism does not recognize, viz., Hindooism·, Mohammedanism,
and Judaism.' Reader, mark well the drift of this diabolical assault
upon God's truth, God's Church, and God's government of the world."
IT is said that a certain Church wrote to the late Mr. Spurgeon, asking
him if he could send them a minister, and stating the stipend which
the members proposed to give. Evidently it was a mere pittance, for
Mr. Spurgeon replied to the effect that the only person he could think
of was the AngelGabriel-because he ',"ould not have to buy any
clothes, and he could board in heaven during the week.
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in flllemoriam.
THE LATE MR. JOHN WOOD,
HONORARY SECRETARY OF THE EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY.
THE Home-call of our much-esteemed friend, Mr. JOHN WOOD, briefly
referred to in our last issue, is an event peculiarly interesting to the
readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. When in January, 1906, the late
beloved Editor (Rev. J. Ormiston) placed the MAGAZINE in the hands
of a body of Trustees, he selected Mr. WOOD as one of the five then
appointed. Mr. WOOD has therefore been on the Trust for fourteen
years. He attended the last meeting of the Trustees held in July,
1919. We little dreamed then that it would be our last sight of him 011
earth, though we noticed with concern how thin, pale, and worn he had
become.
We first became acquainted with Mr. WOOD in the year 1897, when
for about three months we frequently met and had happy converse and
fellowship with each other. We were much impressed with his kindness and charm of manner both then and at other subsequent times
when we came into contact with him. It was a joy, too, to find how
firmly he stood against Ritualism and Churchianity. A few years
passed, and we were interested and pleased to find hinr on the list of
selected speakers at the Clifton Conference in the October of 1903.
The subject of the Conference on that occasion was" The Christ of
God." Mr. WOOD spoke on the morning of the first day (Oct. 6th). It
was the 'first time we heard him give an address, and we were much
impressed with the matter of his address and the charming manner of
its delivery. We quote a few extracts from it.
'" My Father Which gave them '-does not that shut us in 1 We
want no half truths. It does one's heart good to hear the whole truth.
, My Father Which gave them is greater than all, and none is able to
pluck them out of My Father's hand.' "
" I have been in Christ nearly forty years, and have not got rid of
the old nature yet! "
Speaking of leaning on Jesus' breast, he said, " It is the only pillow
which has no thorn, the only one! The love that Jesus has for you
this morning is the same love that He had when He went to Calvary
for you. His heart has not cooled down, and it never will."
" Do we not well to come to the Lord, even . . . as sinners 1 Justified once for all. 'Sanctified through the body of Jesus once for all.'
Precious truths both, but they do not hinder one from just creeping up
to tell Him, ' Blessed Jesus, I am still nothing but a poor sinner, without
one jot of merit, without one bit of beauty, or strength, or grace, or
meetness, but I claim Thee as Saviour as fnlly, as truly, as the day I
first knew Thee.' "
In view of his Home·call the last words of this address at the Conference are specially touching. He said, " If He tarry, there will one day
be for you a very lonely moment; friends will probably stand round
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your bedside, and round mine, but they can only go a certain distance ;
their sympathy must cease to help, and we, you and I, must go, each
one alone, except for those ' Everlasting Arms,' which must carry us
safely through-the arms of the Christ of <kd, the Son of <kd, the
Eternal Son, the Infinite One, ' 'Vho calleth them all by their names,'
and yet condescends to the little daily wants and worries, troubles and
trials of His children, the very hairs of whose heads He has numbered."
Mr. WOOD valued the Clifton Conference very much, and was a
regular speaker at it from 1903 till the Jubilee of the Conference in 1913.
This proved to be the last of the gatherings.
In his address in 1913, Mr. WOOD said," I have in my pocket at this
moment a letter from a so· called minister of the <kspel, saying, ' The
Atonement does dishonour to the Name of God!' We do NOT think
so here! We depend for time and eternity on the sprinkling of the
Blood of Jesus Christ."
In his opening remarks on the same occasion, in reference to the
Jubilee of the Conference, he said, "Now let your thoughts run on
fifty more years into the future. We shall not be in the Clifton Rooms !
We shall be in ' the Glory '-I think we shall all of us who are the
Lord's be in ' the glory' long before the next fifty years have run their
course."

In. June, 1918, Mr. WOOD was unable to attend the meeting of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE Trustees through an attack of pleurisy. In a letter
received from him shortly afterwards, he said, "I write from my
bedroom where I am a prisoner. I don't like pleurisy, and I don't
understand the why and the wherefore, but I know that' ours is such
a full salvation, all, all is well.' Lessons must be learned in our school,
and our Teacher teaches to profit. . . . The Lord understands His
Own work, and His purposes will not be thwarted. . . . Forty-five
years at Surrey Street, and fifty years of happy married life, make one
feel how indebted one is to Him Who giveth all."
Many years ago, after a serious illness, Mr. WOOD, in replying to the
many letters of sympathy which he had received, sent to his many
friends John Newton's hymn, " Why should I fear the darkest hour? "
and mentioned what a comfort it had been to him.
We are indebted to a friend who knew Mr. WOOD intimately for the
following loving tribute to his memory:On May 6th, at his residence, Birdsgrove, Woking, in his 74th year,
after a long illness borne with supreme patience, there passed into
the Lord's immediate Presence one of the Trustees of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, Mr. JOHN WOOD.
He had been connected with the Evangelization Society for wellnigh fifty years, and he counted it an honour to have been its Hon.
Secretary for the last twenty-two, during which time he had a wide
experience of happy association in work and witness with the Lord's
servants in many organizations. He loved all "who love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth," and the fellowship .of the <kspel
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was to Mr. WOOD a keen delight. To him denominational boundarieS'
mattered not; he was content to unite with any and all on essentials.
On these he was strong, and compromise as to what he believed to be'
Truth was abhorrent to him. Nevertheless, his walk with God was so
humble, his estimat~ of himself was so low, and the grace given to him
was so manifest, that he never needlessly obtruded his own views ormade statements so strong as unnecessarily to stumble weak believers.
He helped countless numbers; he was a " Barnabas" (a " son of
consolation,") ministering the Word so as to stablish, upbuild, and
comfort.
Born at Pinwall Hall, in 1846, he early lost his godly mother, to
whose prayers and influence he always felt he owed much. He, however, became a careless boy and a novel reader, and O\viug to his.
father's confirmed invalidism was thrown much on his'own resources.,
After leaving University School, Nottingham, he received some good
training in farming from an uncle, who sought to equip his nephew
with some practical knowledge.
When 20 years of age he came under the anguish of 'deep conviction
of sin, and had no rest till he found" peace through the blood." The
change in Mr. WOOD'S life was obvious and was deep. He confessed
His Lord, and identified himself with some Gospel meetings then being
held in the neighbourhood by Miss Octavia Jary (though he was formerly prejudiced against a woman's preaching).
On settling near Ashbourne in Derbyshire, l\1r. WOOD and others
invited Miss Jary for further meetings, and again identified himself
with all who were doing Gospel work. He soon invited members of the
then young Evangelization Society to co-operata, and thus learned to
know and appreciate their methods. He greatly valued the ministry
of the Rev. A. Evill, Vicar of Mayfield, and not less that of a godly
layman and neighbour, Mr. Marcus Wright, who was a scholar and a
profound student of Holy writ. His personal teaching did much to
ground Mr. WOOD in the Scriptures and so to fit him for later work.
In 1872, at the invitation of Captain Smith, then Hon. Secretary of
the Evangelization Society, Mr. WOOD moved to London, and began
to work in close association with this Society with which he was to find
his life-work. During the next 25 years or so he took meetings and
missions in all parts of the United Kingdom and in Ireland. He has
laughingly said he had been into every county in England save one!
and he preached the Gospel of the grace of God to old and young, to
rich and poor, to respectable and depraved, always rejoicing to find
that Gospel sufficient. How many were bmught into the Light only
God knows. There was much "fruit after many days." As an
Evangelist Mr. WOOD preached with an attractive and sympathetic
faithfulness that glorified God and won the esteem of many who
became life-long friends.
In 1898 Captain Smith, owing to ill-health, retired, and Mr. WOOD
succeeded him as Hon. Secretary, and henceforth became a personal
friend and counsellor to each evangelist. They knew that they were
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welcome, and went to him in all kinds of trouble or perplexity, and
he gave them of his best. He loved them, and they returned his love
to the full.
Mr. WOOD was in much request owing to his ripe experience and
good judgment. He was for some years one of the Hon. Secretaries.
of the Evangelical Alliance, on the Executive of the Bible League and
of the Prophecy Investigation Society.
He loved the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. The principles for which it stands
are those on whwh he lived. The whole Bible was to him the Word of
God, and he wrote: "A preacher, however brilliant, who casts a
slight on holy Scripture or who glories in a ' gospel of humanity' has
'"0 attraction for me. . . . I was early drilled in the doctrines of grace,
and though only a moderate Calvinist, I am one" (the underlining was
his own), " and as such have learned not to put much trust in man or
in man's professions. . . . I early learned that the regenerate are
, born of God,' not of the will of the flesh or of man. . . . Expository
preaching is the need of England to·day, but few value it, perhaps
because so few are able to give it with purity and depth."
He felt very strong antipathy to sacerdotalism, but also felt that
owing to his prominent position in purely evangelistic work he was
wise not to launch out into controversy. But·he always held his own
in regard to Truth, and would not tolerate any deflection therefrom
among those he superintended. On the rare occasions when he had
to administer rebuke it was done with a pain to himself and a tenderness to the one addressed that was not easily forgotten.
He lived in the constant expectation of the Lord's Coming, and
earnestly hoped not to have to pass through death; but when the call
came, the Valley had no fear for him. He s'tid the only thing he
dreaded was parting from his loved ones, and all sense of this was
spared him as he passed away in unconsciousness.
All that was mortal was laid to rest at Rickmansworth cemetery amid
the sunshine and spring flowers he so loved, and there were present
relatives and friends from long distances, representatives of the Evangelization Society Committee and of other religious organizations, and
some fifty of the evangelists, whose singing of " Till He Comp " and" 0
God, our help in ages past," will not soon be forgotten by those who
were present.
We may add that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and the· English Churchman
were represented at the funeral by Mr. Samuel Arnold. Our warm
sympathy is felt for the sorrowing widow and the two daughters of
our esteemed friend.
.. When the wea.ry ones we love
Enter on their rest above,
Seems the earth so poor and vast,
All our Iife·joy overcast?
Hush I he every murmur dumb
It is only till He come."
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THE LATE MR. EDWARD DARBYSHIRE.

FOLLOWING closely upon the Home-call of Mr. John Wood, a Trustee
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, we deeply regret to have to record the death
of Mr. EDWARD DARBYSHIl\E, a Trustee of the English Ohurchman: Mr.
DARBYSHlRE was called Home on May 19th, in his 80th year. The
En(JI':sh Ohurchman says that he had been closely associated with
that paper" as Chairman of its Board of Trustees for ten years. In
that position, by his graciousness, his sympathy, his strong adherelice
to the principles of the paper, and his lmfailing appreciation, he has
secured an unmovable place in the affection of the staff, editorial and
business. "

We first met Mr. DARBYSHlRE at a Bible reading which we gave at
Mrs. Vicat's at Syde.nham Rise. Subsequently we met him at various
Church Association gatherings in London, Bath, and Bolton, and we
always regarded him as a kind and gentle spirit, though thoroughly
firm in his adherence to Protestant principles. He had been connected
with the Church Association since its inception in 1865, and had held
office as Treasurer and Vice-chairman. For many years he was the
Chairman of the Council. It is sometimes erroneously thought that
those who range themselves uncompromisingly on the side of Protestant
truth are more or less indifferent to the spread of Gospel principles at
home and abroad, and that they are lacking in spirituality. This was
not the case with Mr. DARBYSHIRE, nor is it the case with many other
men who are valiant for the truth. Mr. DARBYSHlRE by his labours on
the Committees of the Church Pastoral Aid Society and the South
American Missionary Society, and by his work as a Bible-class teacher,
showed that he was keenly interested in the Lord's work. One who
worshipped at the church which Mi. DARBYSHlRE attended, says he
"was an intensely spiritually-minded man." that" he would gladly
give his testinIony to the power of the Gospel at open-air meetings,"
and that" he was a regular attendant at the weekly parochial prayer
meeting." Another says that Mr. DARBYSHlRE "knew how to hold
strong convictions on the highest subjects in that rare spirit of gentleness and charity which do more to recommend a sacred cause than
dialectics and severity of temper and speech in exposing the wrong
ways of an ecclesiastical opponent." We who remain need to cry,
" Help, Lord; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from
among the children of men."
THE LATE MR. J. R. FISHER, OF HULL.
ANOTHER regular and appreciative reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
has been called to rest, in the death of Mr. JOHN ROBERT FISHER, of
Prospect House, Hull, at the ripe age of 87 years.
Although in one sense he was not a public man, he was not only
highly respected in his immediate neighbourhood, but he was well
known to readers of this Magazine in various parts of the country,
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as well as abroad. He was led into a saving and experimental knowledge of the Doctrines of Grace during the ministry at Drypool, Hull,
of the late Rev. Thomas Davis, who was for so many years valued as a
speaker at the Clifton Conference, and InlOwn as one who enjoyed the
personal friendship of the late Rev. J. Ormiston.
A few years after the, Rev. J. J. Beddow succeeded Mr. Da,is as
Vicar of Drypool, Mr. FISHER became Vicar's Warden; and he held
that office for 19 years; and during the whole period of the 27t years
of Mr. Beddow's Vicariate in that large and difficult parish he gave
Mr. Beddow loyal and undeviating support.
Whilst holding tenaciously to the Doctrines of Graee, and withdraw'ing from all Societies whieh defieeted from their Protestant prineiples,
"
in his private life he ever exhibited the" graee of the doetrines," by
'-., his gentle and gracious spirit.
The esteem in which he was held was shown by the drawn hlinds
along the whole length of the road near his residenee and plaee of
business, and by the large number whieh gathered at the Cemetery.
The latter ineluded the Right Hon. T. R. Ferens, who followed in his
motor ear. He had a family of six sons and two daughters. He was.
noted for his hospitality, anr! many young men, away from home,
engaged at the large shipyards and elsewhere, have affectionate
remembranees of the encouragement given to them by Mr. and Mrs..
Fisher, to join their family eirele.
The subjoined aecount, with some slight additions, is taken from'The:
Hull Daily JIail, bearing date May 19th last.
" One of the oldest and most respected residents of Holderness Road,
Hull, has just passed away, in the death of Mr. JOHN ROBERT FISHER,
at the ripe age of 87 years. He carried on business at North Bridge
for many years, and was very widely known.
" The funeral took place on Monday afternoon at the General Cemetery, Spring Bank. In addition to the members of the family, and
other relatives and friends, who assembled at the residence, Prospeet
House, Holderness Road, a considerable number of other friends, representative of the residents of the immediate distriet, and of farmers from
Holderness, were present at the serviee.
The serviee at the Cemetery was eondueted by the Rev. J. J. Beddow,.
son-in-law of the deeeased, assisted by the Rev. W. S. King, curate of
St. Andrew's, and Mr. MeLeod, of the Port of Hull Soeiety Mission,
also took part in the service.
.
" In the course of the service the Rev. J. J. Beddow gave a short
address. He said that it would be expeeted, as he had known Mr.
FISHER so long-·more than thirty years-and under so many different
relationships, that he would add a few special words. The service
itself, with its joyous messages respecting the glorious Resurrection of
the Redeemed of the Lord Jesus Christ, is full of consolation to the
bereaved and sor~owing. And they were so assured of the steadfast
faith of him whose loss they were then mourning, that they could apply
to him every hope which the service contains. That is the greatest
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.comfort which the berea....ed can possibly have when sortowing for the
loss of one dearly loved. Thus they do not sorrow, as those without
hbpe, for them that sleep in Jesus. 'Knowing that God will bring
with Him at His coming all who sleep in Jesus.'
"Mr. FISHER has lived in Hull a long and honourable life. Respected
as a citizen and as a man of strict business integrity, he was no less
respected as a: Christian man. Allowing for the imperfections which
are incident to our frail and imperfect humanity, Mr. FISHER lived a
thoroughly consistent Christian life. A loving husband and father at
all times, he was ever a steadfast and loyal personal friend. As far as
his limited means permitted, he assisted the poor and needy with lavish
hand, and he was a generous supporter of many good eauses.
" 'Amongst other duties,' continued Mr. Beddow, 'he was for
19 years vicar's warden at St. Andrew's Parish Church, and you know
that I can truly say that no man ever fulfilled such duties more conscientiously.than he did. I cannot tell you how great a support he was
to me in many trying eircumstances. Though never enjoying robust
health, his place was never vacant at the services or meetings, when
he conld attend, nor did he neglect the smallest duty. He was a
pattern and an example to us all.'
" Lest he might not be regarded as an impartial witness, Mr. Beddow
read extracts froIll several letters froIll aIllongst many received by the
faIllily, one of which said: 'Mr. FISHER was the true type of an npright
man, God-fcaring and true to his ideals, a father to revere-and few
fathers could have a more loving and devoted family.' Another said:
, I have had no friends in this world like your dear father and mother,
and I am getting soIllewhat advanced in life now-1 am in my 67th
year.' His one desire, Mr. Beddow continued, was to experience the
Apostle's description, 'We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be
absent from the body, and present with the Lord.' Now that he has
been taken, whilst they mourned that they would never look upou his
smiling face again on earth, they rejoiced that his labours were ended.
The great suffering which, in the Divine providence, had long been his
'portion, was his no longer. He had' departed to be with Christ, which
is far better' than any earthly joy. The Covenant God in Whom he
trusted never failed him. The Saviour, in whose cleansing blood and
'justifying righteousness he rested, was his constant guide and comforter.
.As the midnight darkness passed, he found himself, by a happy coincidence, in the opening moments of Ascension Day, ' absent from the body,
.present w·ith the Lord.' "
"IT has been declared that if the Sabbath had not been divinely
.ordained as a day of rest, man, in his necessity, would long since have
been compelled, by considerations of physical and mental h~alth, to
'introduce some such ordinance of general application."-Daily Telegraph
leading article, May 24th, 1920. This is a remarkable admission by
the secular press. Yet how often our newspapers support pro posals
·to secularize the Lord's Day.
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STRONG DELUSIONS.
WE are informed by the daily press that Mr. Balfour has paid a visit
to the Pope of Rome, and that he sat and chatted to him in a very
·friendly way on various matters. This action on his part much affects
us as a nation and people, seeing our foundation as such is the Protestant Constitution of the country-especially our Bill of Rights.
Whether in doing this Mr. Balfour did that which was right in the
sight of the Lord must be left to Him Who trieth the hearts and the
reins of the children of men, as well as to those who understand the
tenor of our Bill of Rights. It is to be feared we have many Jesuits
on the staff of the press, who are able to do Rome's work quite effectively without adding to their names the two letters S.J. But unless
we make a strenuous protest against this action, and unless we see to
it that a like action does not again take place, do we not as a nation
lie under the guilt of it? Now how would it sound or read if the
headings in our daily press, of .these doings, were: "Mr. BalfoUT pays
a visit to the man of sin, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit
of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming?"
"The late Foreign Secretary visits the mystery of iniquity, Babylon
the Great, the mother of harlots and abominations of the earth"?
Would not such headings be startling to the readers? but would they
be one whit the less the truth of the matter? Certainly not one whit.
It is a gross outrageous insult to the Protestantism of the nation. God
has many ways in His holy providence of visiting us as a nation with
tokens of His holy displeasure, which however we may be unable to
trace. How deep and solemn are His judgments as expressed in the
words of the inspired Apostle: "He sball send them strong delusion
that they should believe a lie, that they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure iu unrighteousness."
Birl,enhead.
G. A.
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CHURCH UNITY.
MANIFESTO

BY

THE

COUNCIL OF THE
EPISCOPACY.

CHURCH

ASSOCIATON

ON

THE Council of the Church Association instituted to "uphold the
Doctrines, Principles, and Order" of the Church of England, warmly
sympathizing with the widespread desire for a better understanding
between that Church and the Evangelical Nonconformist Churches,
desires to draw public attention to the following facts :
1. Holy Scripture-which" containeth all things necessary to salvation" (Article VI.)-nowhere ties the Church of God to any particular
form of outward government.
2. The Church of England-which expressly denies that the Church
may" enforce anything heside Holy Writ to be believed for necessity
of salvation" «Article XX.)-does not teach that any particular form
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of Church government is necessary to the existence of the Church.
3. Though the Church of England itself retains episcopacy, it is so
far from making this essential to the being of the Church, that it is not
even mentioned in the Articles which deal with the Church and the
Ministry (XIX. and XXIII.), which Articles, in fact, have their source
in the Augsburg Confession, a Presbyterian formulary. Their teaching
is common ground to all the Protestallt Confessions of Faith.
4. The necessity for all ministers in the Church of England to have
episcopal ordination was first imposed by the Act of Uniformity of
1662, before which date ministers not episcopally ordained had been
admitted to officiate and hold livings in the Church of England.
5. Our Reformers were on terms of friendship and communion with
the non-episcopal foreign Protestant Churches. The" High Church"
divines of the seventeenth century taught merely that episcopacy was
necessary for the" well-being," but not for the" being" of the Church.
6. These moderate and reasonable views have been held bv a continuous succession of the most respected teachers of the Church';f England,
and are still held by the vast hody of Churchpeople who have no sym·
pathy with the extravagances of the Romanizing Party.
The Council is of opinion that a frank recognition of these facts by
the rulers of our Church would greatly promote Christian unity, and
lay the foundation for an entente cardiale between all the Protestant
Churches of the English-speaking nations.
J. W. D. BARRON, Secrew,ry.
13 and 14, Buckingham Street, London, W.G.2.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE ncw "Quarterly Record" is now ready, fully illustrated. It
contains articles bearing upon the work of the Institution, and a
chapter of interesting reminiscences by Miss Philpot, daughter of the
late Rev. J. C. Philpot. Copies will be sent post-free, ltpOn application,
together with the Annual Report.
Camberwell Home has recently commemorated its 85th Annivcrsary.
Unusually large congregations assembled. In the afternoon the Rev_
H. Popham, of Eastbourne, preached an excellent sermon from 2 Cor.
xii. 2: "A man in Christ." Tea was served in the Quadrangle, and
in the evening Mr. J. C. Dennis presided over the meeting, when
addresses were given by the Chairman and Messrs. Atherton, Popham,
Roe, Dolbey, McCarthy, Green, and Chambers. Among those present
were Messrs. Arnold Boulden, G. Doudney, Harvey Carr, Samuel
Amold, and other friends. Our aged inmates were guests at the tea,
and much appreciated fellowshp with the friends of the Society.
Our Homes are worth a visit'; a welcome is given to friends who thus
make themselves acquainted with the 1V0rk. Our old folk have the
comfort of the m.inistrations of the Lady Visitors. Nurses and helpers
minister to the sick and infirm; medical attendance is provided, and
coals are an additional comfort, a sufficient supply being allotted.to
each person.
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