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TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
ON behalf of the Trustees of the "Gospel Magazine" we
desire to place before our readers a brief but frank statement
•
of the financial position.
At the Meeting of the Trustees held on June 18th, 1920,
the situation was carefully reviewed. It was found that
although the sum of about £158 had been received in
donations to this Fund in the year 1919, the total expenditure
exceeded the income by about £49.
Since then a letter dated Sept. 10th, 1920, regretfully
announces the need of another heavy advance in the cost
of printing, due to further increases in the cost of paper
and labour. This advance will mean an additional burden
of about £ 120 per year.
The Trustees therefore desire to say that they need a
special and regular income of about £330 a 'i.ear in order
to keep the Magazine going. They feel sure that these facts
need only to be known and all our readers, rich and poor
alike, will rally to the support of this time-honoured publication. While warmly thanking our many readers for their
liberal support in the past, we appeal to them to continue
their much-needed help.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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WORDS OF SPIRITUAL OAUTION, OOUN'SEL.

AND COMFORT.

" \Vho cornforteth us in all OUT tribulation, that we may be able to comiort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are c(lmforted of God."-2 Con. I. 4.

THE THRONE OF GRACE.

•

" Let us there/ore come boldly unto the thrO'n~ 0/ grace. that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 0/ need."-HEBREWS
iv. 16.
" LET us come!" Who are meant by the " us "? ·Who are they
who are here encouraged t{) draw near to the throne of grace?
They are" holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling" (chap.
iii. 1). They have been sanctified by the HOLY GHOST, and they
have been called out of darkness into GOD'S marvellous light.
They are a people for whom CHRIST the great HIGH PRIEST now
appears in the presence of GOD (Heb. ix. 24). They are a people
who do not draw back unto perdition, but they" believe to the
saving of the soul" (Heb. x. 39). In other words they are the
called, regenerated and saved people of GOD. It is they who are
exhorted to come boldly unto the throne of grace. They are continually in need of fresh mercy and fresh grace, and despite all
their unworthiness they are encouraged to draw near, and to draw
near boldly to the throne of grace. What a mercy this is, dear
children of GOD! Have you ever felt utterly ashamed of yourselves? Have you ever, as you realized your failings, short·
comings and sins, felt utterly unworthy to engage in the LORD'S
work, and utterly unworthy of GOD'S smile and favour? It may
be that the world would think very lightly of some things which
you keenly feel and mourn over. But with a heart tenderly sensitive to some s40rtcoming you are depressed and greatly saddened.
What a comfort it is, then, to your soul to read the exhortation to
come boldly unto the throne' of grace! Thank GOD we need never
despair. We may come back again, and again, and again to our
Covenant GOD, and He will again dispense His mercy and bestow
His grace. With John Newton we can say,

" Though sin would fill me with distress,
The throne of grace I dare address,
For JESUS is my righteousness."
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It is, indeed, an unspeakable privilege to the member, of the
LORD'S family that the throne of grace is always accessible.
" Ab! Whither could we flee for aid,
When tempted, desolate, dismayed;
Or how the hosts of hell defeat,
Had suffering saints no mercy-seat 1 "
At that throne our pardoning GOD is faithful and just to forgive us
our many sins. At that throne we find fresh strength. At that
throne we are enabled to take heart of courage and to continue the
heavenly race with renewed energy. Our GOD will not cast us off.
He will welcome us again and again, and as we approach that
throne we shall become more and more convinced that our salvation is not in the least degree according to OID' works, but according
to His Own purpose and grace.
1. Let us observe that the throne of grace is a heavenly throne on
which God Himself sits.
The place where mercy is dispensed is not earthly bu~ heavenly,
and the Source from which it comes is not human but Divine. The
throne here mentioned is "the throne of the MAJESTY in the heavens"
(chap. viii. 1). It is "the throne of GOD" (chap. xii. 2). Heaven
is GOD'S throne. It is the seat of His kingly power and majesty.
He is the GOD of all grace, and as the KING of kings He dispenses
His mercy to whom and when it pleases Him. ' Yet though the
throne of grace is the seat of the power, the majesty and the glory
of "the high and lofty One That inhabiteth eternity, Whose name
is Holy," we may draw near to it. All believers and only believers,
have this great privilege. "Without faith it is impossible to
please Him; for he that corneth to God must believe that He is, and
that He is the Rewarder of them that diligently seek Him" (Heb. xi. 6).
By faith they approach the throne, and the ground of their faith is
the blood of JESUS. We have" boldness to enter into the holiest
by the blood of JESUS" (Heb. x. 19). Under the covenant ofworks the' high priest alone could enter the holiest, and he only
once a year. The way into the holiest was not then made manifest.
CHRIST, however, made that way open. As the HIGH PRIEST of
good things to come He, by virtue of His Own blood, entered in
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for
His people. Thl,l result is that all His people may now follow in
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after Him. Through Him they have access by one SPIRIT to the
FATHER, Who sits on the throne. Not only so, but they may go
to the throne, not once a year merely, but every day and as often
as they desire.
" Behold the throne of grace!
The promise calls me near!
There JESUS shows a smiling face,
And waits to answer prayer.
"That rich atoning blood,
Which sprinkled round I see,
Provides for those who come to GOD,
An all-prevailing plea."
2. Secondly, observe that this is a throne on which Christ our great
High Priest sits.
"We have such an HIGH PRIEST, Who is set on the right hand of
the throne of the MAJESTY in the heavens" (Heb. viii. 1). JESUS,
the AUTHOR and FINISHER of our faith, has passed into the heavens,
and" is set down at the right hand of the throne of GOD." He
sits there invested with all authority in heaven and earth. Angels,
authorities and powers are subject unto Him. His presence there
gives encouragement to His people who approach the throne.
They are encouraged because He sits there (1) a8 One Who has
fully and perfectly atoned for their sins, and thereby secured for
them all spiritual blessings. It was "when He had by Himself
purged our sins" that He "sat down on the right hand of the
MAJESTY on high." It was" after He had offered one sacrifice for
sins for ever" that He took His place on the throne (Heb. i. 3; x.
12). As they draw near to the throne, then, they can plead tbe
m~rits of their great HIGH PRIEST. Trusting in His efficacious
blood they draw near. They know that His one offering has
secured the perfect and eternal forgiveness of their sins, and pleading that one offering, they courageously though humbly approach.
They are furtber encouraged because He sits there (2) as the Intercessor of the approaching sinner.' He has entered into heaven
itself, and has taken His place on the throne" now to appear in
the presence of GOD for us." He is interested in our cause. He
appears on our behalf, and "He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto GOD by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them." He is the living SAVIOUR of His
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people. He is their ever-living SAVIOUR, and He is Omnipotent to
save them, and to save them completely (Heb. vii. 25; ix. 24).
When thou drawest nigh, then, to the throne of grace thy eternally-living and almighty SAVIOUR is there before thee. He is
equal to thy case. However sinful thou art, His atoning blood
can cleanse thee from thy sins. However feeble thou art, His
mighty power can deliver thee out of temptation. The LORD'S
people are also encouraged to draw near because CHRIST sits on the
throne (3) with a heart full of sympathy for them. He is not a
" HIGH PRmsT Which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin." What encouragement is here! Our HIGH PRIEST
can sympathize with us in all our temptations and trials. He
knows what it is to be tried. When He was down here He was in
all points tried like as we are, though He never gave way to sin.
Our earthly friends do not always understand our case. They
cannot understand the peculiarity of our temperaments. Some
of uS have very delicate nerves, and we are more sensitive than
others. We may have keener feelings, and we may suffer much
more than others from our surrounding circumstances. So~etimes
we may be a mystery to ourselves, and may wonder why we were
so awfully affected by some small thing. Occasions may arise
when we may be utterly indifferent to some passing circumstance,
and other occasions may arise when we may feel it keenly. We
must never, of course, condone sin in ourselves; but sometimes the
nerves maY.get a shock which may suddenly plunge the child of
GOD into a very despairing mood, and unexpectedly, like the
great prophet Elijah, a mount Carmel experience may be suddenly
followed by a juniper-tree experience. Well, if that be thy case,
He can and will sympathize with thee. How soothing and how
tender were the dealings of the Angel of the Covenant with Elijah
when he had got into that depressed state! Will He be less tender
to thee ~ " In that He Himself hath suffered, being tempted, He
is able to succour them that are tempted" (Heb. ii. 18). "He
knoweth our frame."
"Though now ascended up on high,
He bends on earth a BROTHER'S eye;
Partaker of the human name,
He knows the frailty of our frame.
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"In every pang that rends the heart,

The MAN of sorrows hath a part:
He sympathizes with our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
3. Thirdly, the throne of grace is a throne from which mercy is
dispensed.
It is that we may obtain mercy that we are encouraged to come

to it. The penitent and awakened sinner needs mercy. Let such
a one forsake his evil ways and return unto the LORD, and He will
have mercy. Yes, He will abundantly pardon.
It was mercy that the publican wanted when he cried, " GOD, be
merciful to me a sinner." It was mercy that Saul of Tarsus needed
when he was a persecutor, a blasphemer and injurious, and he
" obtained mercy." Where did he get it from ~ It was dispensed
from the throne of grace. There was a time when all the present,
called-out family of GOD" had not obtained mercy," but now they
"have obtained mercy." Yes, GOD in the exercise of His infinite
and boundless grace, and according io His mercy, saved them.
He Wa¥! merciful to their unrighteousness, and He says, "Their
sins and their iniquities will I remember no more." David, the
man after GOD'S Own heart, needed mercy, as the fifty.first psalm
bears witness, and GOD forgave the iniquity of his sin, as David
tells us in the thirty.second psalm. We, too, dear children of GOD
need mercy. We need it every day. Blessed be GOD it is avail·
able. Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace to obtain it.
Beware of ever getting into a state, while here on earth, with the
old nature still within you, in which you fondly imagine that you
need no more mercy. Why, "the mercy of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting," and it is a great mercy that goodness
and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives. Another great
mercy is to know we have need of mercy. Blessed is the man who
knows that in his flesh there dwelleth no good thing. The child
of GOD must never cherish, condone or encourage sin in his life.
His aim should be to fall into no sin. But" if we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is DOt in Ub." As
long as we have sin within Us we need mercy, and blessed be GOD,
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cl~nse us from all unrighteousness." Our great HIGH
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PRIEST was exalted to be a PRINCE and a SAVIOUR so that He might
freely and gratuitously dispense mercy to His people.
"LORD, how tender is Thy mercy,
Free as tender, rich as free;
Pitying, pardoning chief of sinners,
Pitying, pardoning even me! "
4. The throne of grace is a throne from which grace is dispensed.

From that throne Sovereign grace is dispensed-the grace of One
Who has the supreme authority to dispense His grace to whom He
pleases. From that throne saving grace is dispensed. "By grace
are ye saved." From that throne justifying grace is dispensed.
We are unrighteous and we need to be accounted righteous, declared
righteous through the righteousness of CHRIST being imputed to
us. This righteousness is imputed through grace. " Being justified
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in CHRIST JESUS."
From that throne pardoning grace is dispensed. The forgiveneSs
of sins is "according to the riches of His grace." From that
throne abounding grace is dispensed. Have we been made to feel
that our sins have.abounded. Well, let us not lose heart. "Where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound: that as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might 19race reign through righteous- ness unto eternal life by JESUS CHRIST our LORD" (Rom. v. 20, 21).
From that throne upholding grace is dispensed. Our times of
need are many, and grace for each such time is dispensed to every
believing applicant at the throne of grace. He Who is full of
grace and truth says to His needy people, "My grace is sufficient
for thee." Our Covenant GOD is "able to make all grace abound
toward you; that ye l always having all sufficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work" (2 Cor. ix. 8).
Here is all sufficiency and continuou.s sufficiency for thy needs.
What more dost thou want 1 He" giveth grace to the humble."
He giveth good measure. He giveth a full supply. He giveth
always. His grace meets all thy needs.
"Grace all the work shall crown,
Through everlasting days:
It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
And well deserves the praise! "
5. This throne is a throne to whioh there is direct access.

There is no barrier to it. Men have tried to erect barriers.
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They have suggested that this throne can only be approached
through a multitude of dead and living mediators. They have
placed human so·called priests between the soul and GOD, and
taught that the way of pardon is through confession of sin in the
ear of a fellow-sinner like ourselves. But the Word of GOD declares
that, "there is one GOD, and one Mediator between GOD and men,
the MAN, CHRIST JESUS" (1 Tim. ii. 5). Through Him alone we
have access by one SPIRIT unto the FATHER, and we have access.
Let us not doubt this great truth. All the children of GOD have
freedom to enter into the holiest by the blood of .JESUS. No
church, no priest, no sacrament must come between. Without any
human intervention whatsoever we may come with boldness unto
the throne of Grace. There is but one throne of grace, and neither
priests, nor churches nor prison walls nor any man-made barrier
can prevent any Spirit-awakened and needy sinner from approaching thereto.
"With boldness, therefore, at the throne,
Let us make all our sorrows known,
And ask the aid of heavenly power
To keep us in the evil hour."
6. Lastly the throne of grace is a throne before which all the redeemed
shall hereafter stand.

The great multitude, which no man can number, of all nations,
kindreds and people and tongues, shall stand before the throne and
before the LAMB, clothed with white robes, and palms in their
hands. The ground of their presence there will be that they " have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the LAMB.
Therefore are they before the throne of GOD, and serve Him day
and night in His temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall
dwell among them." Moreover, "the LAMB Which is in the
midst of the throne shall feed them . . . and GOD shall wipe away
all tears from their eyes" (Rev. vii. 9, 14-17). Will this be your
portion, dear reader ~ Will you be .1mongst that innumerable
throng ~
" Lo! round the throne, at GOD'S right hand,
The saints in countless myriads stand,
Of every tongue redeemed to GOD,
Arrayed in garments washed in blood."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
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llmaVl:llbt j},oteS.
IS THE NEW TESTAMENT INSPIRED ~
(FIRST ARTICLE.)
" If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, wt him
acknowledge that the things that I 'write unto you are the commandments of the Lord."-l CORINTHIANS xiv. 37.
IT is well known that, in the view of many of the Higher Critics," the
Old Testament is in the main unhistorical." The books of which
the Old Testament are made up are not in the view of these writers
to be regarded as genuine history. The patriarchs, so these men
teach, never existed, and much of the Old Testament is legendary
and fabulous. The assault on the Scriptures, however, is not
confined to the Old Testament. There are those who reject the
Authority of the New Testament. Not long ago Canon Barnes of
Westminster said that Christian thinkers "found it necessary to
abandon the doctrine of the Fall, and the arguments deduced from
it from St. Paul onward." A statement like that indicates that
the teaching of an Apostle-an Apostle, too, who wrote at least
thirteen of the New Testament Epistleo-cannot be regarded as
authoritative. Hitherto it has been the general belief of the
Christian Church that all the books of the Old and the New Testaments were equally given by inspiration of God, and therefore
equally binding in their teaching on the consciences of men. "All
Protestants agree," says Dr. Charles Hodge, " in teaching that' the
Word of God, as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, is the only infallible rule of faith and practice.''' The
Westminster Confession of Faith (chapter i. 8) well expresses the
view which has been taken by Evangelical and Protestant Christians. It says, "The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the
native language of the people of God of old), and the New Testament in Greek (which at the time of the writing of it was most
generally known to the nations), being immediately inspired by
God, and by His singular care and providence kept pure in all ages,
are therefore authentical; so as in all controversies of religion, the
Church is finally to appeal unto them. But because these original
tongues are not known to all the people of God, who have right
unto and interest in the Scriptures, 'and are commanded, in the
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fear of God, to read and search them, therefore they are to be translated into the vulgar language of every nation u,nto which they
come, that-the Word of God dwelling plentifully in all-they may
worship Him in an acceptable manner, and, through patience and
comfort of the Scriptures, may have hope." This view of the
Scriptures is being attacked on all sides, and the attack is not led
by outsiders merely, but by prominent teachers in the professing
Church. These teachers are to be found in the pulpits, colleges and
schools not only of the Church of England, but also in those belonging to other Protestant denominations. Everywhere the old view
of the plenary inspiration of the Bible is being given up. These
teachings have invaded heathen countries. Many of the missionaries sent out to preach the Gospel to the heathen no longer believe
in an infallible Bible. Two illustrations of this fact have recently
come to our notice.
In a letter received from a young missionary in China, he tells us
that an American lady missionary told him and other young missionaries that they would "have one difficulty to face which was
absent when she came to China thirty-one years ago. All the
missionaries whom she knew at that time stood on the same Rock
foundation-the Word of God. This was not so now. The enemy
was in the camp."
In another letter from another missionary in China, who is a
reader of the GoSPEL MAGAZINE, the following passage occurs:
" Your remarks re the Higher Critical Apostasy should be most
helpful to many; for its heresies are making much headway
amongst missionaries in this land, and all such deny the comforting
and Scriptural doctrine of Substitution." This last remark is very
significant. Rejection of the old doctrine of Inspiration does not
stand alone. It is generally accompanied with looseness on other
important and fundamental truths of Scripture. We do not
suggest that all who are sound on Inspiration are also sound on
other Evangelical truths. We know instances to the contrary.
But it is safe to assert that the rejection of the doctrine of Inspiration is generally associated with the rejection of other truths
which Evangelical Christians hold dear. We have referred to the
view taken by Canon Barnes of the arguments of the Apostle Paul
in regard to the Fall of man.
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Another clergyman (Canon H. L. C. De Candole), in a sermon
delivered in Westminster Abbey, on February 19th last, made
some appalling statements in reference to the teaching of the
same Apostle. He said, "We are pointed to the unquestionable
fact that St. Paul is very hard for us of the twentieth century to
understand: we cannot follow all his arguments or identify ourselves with all his conclusions. Moreover, we are conscious that
in some respects we have passed beyond him; his doctrine of an
immediate personal return of the Lord from Heaven has proved
untrue, and in more practical matters, such as the ministry of
women, we caunot regard him as a final authority." "We can
hardly wonder, then," the Canon goes on to say, "at the present
lack of attraction for St. Paul among many earnest religious
people." A statement lih.e this coming from a professed Evangelical clergyman will necessarily come as a great shock to all
Evangelicals who walk in the old paths. We might observe, in
passing, that we do not consider that the Apostle Panl taught an
immediate return of the Lord from Heaven. The Apostle did not
expect the Lord to come during his lifetime; for he expected to
die before that great event took place (see 2 Tim. iv. 6). Moreover, for ourselves we are content to regard the Apostle as a final
authority in reference to the ministry of women. We do so because in reference partly to that very subject the Apostle says,
" If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him
acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments 0/ the Lord" (see 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 37). But this by the way.
In another part of his sermon the Canon says, "It is fantastic to
require that we should be bound to accept as final all the interpretations that he (St. Paul) gave." There are twenty-one Epistles
in the New Testament. Thirteen of them, not counting the
Epistle to the Hebrews, were written by the Apostle Paul. These
thirteen Epistles occupy, in our Bible, 84 pages out of 118 pages
given up to the Epistles of the New Testament. If we are to listen
to the teaching given in the sermon from which I have quoted, the
authority of Paul's Epistles must be abandoned, and' his writings
JIlUst be regarded as mere human productions. This is the issue
with which we are confronted. If we are not bound to accept as
final all the interpretations the Apostle Paul gave, we are not
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bound to accept any. If one of his doctrines" has proved untrue,"
who is to say that any of his doctrines are true ~ If he is not our
" final authority" in one thing, can he be relied upon as a final
authority in any thing ~ If he was not an inspired., and therefore
infallible writer of the thirteen Epistles which bear his name, we
may logically throw him over, and reject his teachings altogethel·.
The teachings of a merely human writer have no authority to bind.
the consciences of men. Only if God Himself· speaks must we
receive, with unquestioning faith, all that He says. We are thus
face to face with teaching which would remove the very foundations on which we rest. In times past we have turned to the
Epistles of the Apostle Paul for full teaching on such doctrines as
Sin, Redemption, Justification, Election, the work of the Holy
Ghost, Final Perseverance, Eternal Security, the Resurrection,
the Headship of Christ, the doctrine of the Church and the doctrine
of the Lord's coming. If his Epistles are not authoritative and
final, we can no longer regard his teaching on these great subjects
as binding. The awful effect of such teaching is solemn in the
extreme. But, beloved Christian readers, we must not be moved
away from the hope of the Gospel by these modern views. Tbis
rejection of one of the foundation doctrines of the Bible is evidently
a part of that Apostasy which the inspired Word itself predicts.
" The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter tinIes some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines
of devils." " The time will come when they will not endure sOlmd
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (1 Tim. iv. 1;
2 Tim. iv. 3, 4). Tbere can be no manner of doubt that there is a
revolt against the old doctrines of the Bible. Very few teachers
now believe in the Bible doctrine of sin. The doctrine of the Fall,
of man's utter ruin, and spiritual deadness, of his helplessness and
inability to do anything to save himself is largely rejected.
In how few pulpits is the doctrine of Justification clearly taught!
The substitutionary work of Christ in the room and in the stead of
His elect people has been abandoned by large numbers. The
comforting doctrine of God's everlasting and electing love must
never be mentioned except in a whisper. The sovereignty of the
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Holy Ghost in the work of regenerating sinners who are dead in
trespasses and sins is largely ignored or rejected. The eternal
security of the redeemed is seldom taught. The eternal punishment of the finally impenitent is now scarcely heard from our
pulpits. Thus, doctrines plainly revealed are no longer endured.
Having itching ears for something other than revealed tmth, men
heap to themselves false teachers after their own hearts' desires;
and they deliberately turn away their ears from the tl1lth-God's
revealed tl1lth-and turn to the fables of man's invention. They
treat the Bible-the inspired Word of God-as fabulous and
legendary, and they believe the fables of false teachers in preference to the revealed tl1lths of heaven-sent and inspired messengers.
Amongst the tl1lths most prominently rejected to-day is the
Inspiration of the New Testament. We propose, God willing, in a
second article in our next issue, to bring before our readers the
chief grounds for our belief in the inspiration of the New Testament. Meanwhile, we would say that to us the whole of the Bible
from Genesis to Revelation is the inspired Word of the living God.
Recently, we were preaching in a country Church to which we had
been invited. A retired clergyman was in the congregation. In
preaching we referred to the Scriptures again and again in proof of
the Gospel tl1lths we were seeking to proclaim. We wondered if
this clergyman would approve of our testimony. We made no
reference to the doctrine of Inspiration. Subsequently, when the
service was over this clergyman cheered us by saying that we were
at one on Inspiration. He said he believed the Bible from Genesis
to Revelation. We rejoiced at this discovery. There can be no
doubt that the Apostle Paul claimed to be inspired. He expected
all who were prophets or spiritual to acknowledge that the things
which he wrote were" the co=andments of the Lord." Our
Lord before His ascension into heaven instl1lcted His Apostles to go
and make disciples of all nations, and He added, "Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you" (Matt.
xxviii. 19, 20). In our next issue we hope to Show that in sending
forth His Apostles, He inspired them to teach and to write these
things infallibly. "If the Scriptures of the old economy were
given by inspiration of God, much more were those writings which
were penned under the dispensation of the Spirit" (Dr. Charles
Hodge).
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The same writer says, "Inspiration extends equally to all parts
of Scripture. This is the fourth element of the Church doctrine
on this subject. This means, first, that all the books of Scripture
are equally inspired. All alike are infallible in what they teach.
And, secondly, that inspiration extends to all the contents of these
several books. It is not confined to moral and religious truths,
but ex.tends to the statements of facts, whether scientific, historical,
or geographical. It is not confined to those facts, the importance
of which is obvious, or which are involved in matters of doctrine.
It extends to everything which any sacred writer asserts to be
true." The late Bishop J. C. Ryle wrote: "The view which I maintain is that every book, and chapter, and verse, and syllable of the
Bible was originally given by inspiration of God. I hold that not
only the substance of the Bible, but its language-not only the
ideas of the Bible, but its words-not only certain parts of the
Bible, but every chapter of the book-that all and each are of
Divine authority. I hold that the Scripture not only contains the
Word of God, but is the Word of God. I believe the narratives
and statements of Genesis, and the catalogues in Chronicles, were
just as truly written by inspiration as the Acts of the Apostles. I
believe Ezra's accouut of the nine-and-twenty knives, and St.
Paul's message about the cloak and parchments, were as much
written uuder Divine direction as the twentieth of Exodus, the
seventeenth of J ohu, or the eighth of Romans. I do not say, be
it remembered, that all these parts of the Bible are of equal importance to our souls. Nothing of the kind! But I do so say they were
all equally given by inspiration." Later, Bishop Ryle adds: "If I
err in maintaining it (i.e., that every word of the Bible is inspired),
I have the comfort, at any rate, of erring in good company. I
only take up the same ground which almost all the Fathers occupied; which Bishop Jewell, and Hooker, and Owen, took up long
ago; and which Chalmers, Robert Haldane, Gaussen, Bishop
Wordsworth, M'Caul, Burgon, and Archdeacon Lee of the Irish
Church, have ably defended in modern days" (Old Paths, pp.
19-21). Dear readers, let us hold fast to this old view of the
inspiration of the whole Bible from Genesis to Revelation.
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(ThorrlWl Houghton).
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FOR THE CHURCH.

SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. W. J. POLLOCK, M.A.,
FORMERLY CHAPLAIN OF BRISTOL BLIND ASYLUM.

" Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also lo'ved the Church, and
gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the Word, that He might present it to Himself a
glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish."-EpHESIANS v, 25-27.

WHEN the mind is first turned to give real and earnest (and not a mere
negligent) attention to Divine truth, it generally manifests a violent
opposition to it; although it is conscious that the opposition it presents
is in the face of truth-and although there is, all the while, a secret
desire to attain to and aclmowledge it. The mind rests in a state of
negligent and inactive torpidity-self-satisfied with its condition, and
now and then perhaps exhibiting symptoms of anger when disturbed
in its sluggish repose; or, if not this, it is hurried by an impetuosity
(which Satan turns to his own purposes) into deadly hostility and
rancour against 'God, which often become its characteristics to the
end.
_
On the other hand, a too ready acquiescence in the startling and deep
truths of God, is not always a sign of their being understood and
received in the hcart for ever, It often amounts only to such a reception of the Word; as in the parable of the sower, the Lord said, is theirs
who hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness, but have
no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time. Take heed, then,
how you hear. For" to him that hath, shall be given; but from him
that hath not, shall be taken away that which he thinketh he hath."
To the mind of him, whose heart the Lord has opened, at first there
is not only a struggle, when the authoritative and express doctrines
of God which he cannot mistake, shock his former prejudices, encrusted'
with ignorance and error-but also great perplexity, when he meets
in his search through the Bible, what appear to him inexplicable
difliculties; so much so, that there would be fear that the anguish
and pain of the New Birth would end in abortion, were it not that
the Holy Ghost always brings to a joyful issue the good work
which He once commences in man.
If, then, such a one keeps constantly before him such a passage as
our text, as a kind of index to which he may refer when these difliculties
present themselves, and when, as yet not established in the truth, he
feels himself ready to be tossed to and fro and carried about by every
wind of doctrine (by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness whereby
they lie in wait to deceive), it may be his protection from error if he
implore the Holy Spirit to make it this to him, while his mind is agitated
by conflict in its search. The passage is well suited for this, not only
20
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on account of its comprehensiveness, but also on account of its
simplicity and distinctness.
Before entering into its details, the passage commands our attention
to one striking point. And this is, to the prominent position which
the Lord Jesus Christ holds in the verses-to what the Holy Ghost has
revealed to us about the works of the Lord Jesus Christ; to what the
Holy Ghost has ascribed to Him, Who is the Author and Finisher of
the salvation, sanctification, and glorification of the Church.
If you turn to the verses, you will see that Christ gave Himself for
the Church; He sanctifies the Church, and will glorify the Church.
We ale presented here with a view of Christ, as " All in All." We
are presented with that truth, in its highest branch, with which
St. Paul closes chapter xi. of the Epistle to the Romans. "For of
Him, and to Him, and through Him are all things, to Whom be glory
for ever and ever."
If you examine closely the verses, you will see that the glorifying
the Church is as much the work of Jesus as its sanctification, and its
sanctification as much His work as its redemption. And if you will
take the trouble of examining the Scriptures further Oil these subjects,
you will find that no less a power is needed for the sanctification of the
Church of God, than was needed in the great work of its salvation (by
the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ), and than will be
needed to raise that Church hom the platform of the earth, hereafter,
and translate it to the mansions which are preparing for it in heaven.
Now, lest anyone who has been accustomed to hear that sanctification is the wO{'k of the Holy Ghost-and who has seldom heard the
name of " Christ" connected with it as it is in this passage in Ephesians
-lest anyone should be at a loss to reconcile these things-I would
remind him (in passing) that while we arc taught that there are special
and clistinct works in the Covenant of Grace, of Father, Son and Holy
Ghost, these Three are One; and that accordingly there is repeatedly
an interchange of the names of the Holy Ghost and of Christ, in
passages of Scripture where God's gracious operations in the heal't of
man are spoken of. But this will be seen more clearly, perhaps, when
we considel' the verse in detail.
It will be llecessal'y to define the word" Church" in our version of
the Bible, befol'e we can entertain rightly the consideration of OUT
text.
And I may remark here that the Scripture comts a close examination,
and challenges a searching investigation: such an investigation as a
man is likely to make who is aware that he is handling that WOI'd
which will" judge him in the last day," and who reads it upon his
knees, imploring God thus, "That which I know not, teach Thou me."
At the same time it was never given to be a block upon which mcn
might split metaphysical subtleties, and beat out their own logical
deductions.
It was nevel' given for profane cmiosity. It was given that the
sinner might learn in it the only true God: that he might believe in
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Him and in what He has done for him: that he might be instructed in
righteousness; and that by "patience and comfort of the Scriptures
he might have hope," while looking for that glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.
The word "Church" has two primary senses, under which come
perhaps all the places in which it is used in our version, with one exception. It is used to express the" visible Church" and the" invisible,"
in other words, a particular Church and an universal or catholic. The
definition of a visible Church is best given in the words of our Article,
" A con-gregation of faithful men." It is so used in the New Testament,
as, "the Church at Corinth," or at Ephesus, or at Colosse. For the
definition of the invisible Church of Christ we mnst go to the original
Word, which in the place where it first appears in the New Testament,
is used in its universal sense. It is that verse is St. Matt. xvi. where
the Lord said, "On this rock I will build My Church," i.e., all true
believers throughout the world, who are" called out "-for such is the
significance of the original-" called out of " the mass of the ungodly
in the world. This Church is invisible, inasmuch as, to use St. John's
language, "The world knoweth them not." It is called in our prayer
book, "the mystical body of God's Son, which is the blessed company
of all faithful people."
It is in this latter sense that it is used in our text. "Christ also
loved the Church and gave Himself for it." .
Time will not permit us to dwell at present on the peculiar relationship alluded to here between the Lord and the Church, and which
is held up as a pattern for the conduct of the Ephesians; for there
are, without it, four great subjects for our consideration.
1. Christ's love to the Church.
2. Christ's redemption of the Church.
3. His sanctifying it.
4. His glorifying it.
These four snbjects reaeh from Eternity to Eternity-for we have
to go bade to Eternity in the consideration of the first, and we have to
go forward to Eternity in the consideration of the fourth, while the
second and third-its redemption and sanctification-spread them.selves over all (intervening) Time.
And anyone who has dne conceptions of the vastness and the
grandeur of this theme, and who has becoming reverence for Him, Who
is the Author of it all, would shrink from touching upon it, were it not
that everyone to whom God has taught His truth is bound to declare
it: and were it not that in his attempt to do so, he can rest his hand
upon the Word of God, and following that in sinlplicity, he may
speak as the oracles of God.
The first subject, then, "Christ's love to the Church," is the chief
point in the Apostle's comparison. The other three snbjects show
forth the first. Christ's redeeming, sanctifying, and glorifying, are
the consequences of His loving the Church;. and the Apostle seems
to add them, in order to lead the Epbesians to _contemplate what a
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love that was, which induced the Lord to stoop to, and to undertake,
so great things for them!
And you may here remark, that that error must be abandoned (if
you would hold the truth of God as it is set forth here and elsewhere
in God's Word) which would lead men to suppose that Christ's love
flows from Calvary as its source.
The love of Christ to the Church was from Eternity! Where the
love of Christ and His death are alluded to-as here in one sentence
-the love is put first, and His death, or the benefits of it, put after.
But I would lead you to more express declarations, not only that error
may be known and guarded against, but also (if God graciously bless
His Word) that your souls may enter into and rejoice in the truth.
In Jeremiah the Lord speaks of the Eternity of His love, and assigns
it as the reason of His drawing the Church with lovingkindness to
Himself. "I have loved thee with an everlasting love." "With
lovingkindness have I drawn thee." And if we understand the
revealed character of the True God, we must know He is unchangeable
in His attrihutes. "I change not," saith the Lord, and therefore He is
unchangeable in His love. His love is as unchangeable as His hatred
of sin is. We see both His love to the Church and His hatred of sin
in the strongest light, when we read that" He spared not His Own Son,"
while the 53rd of Isaiah teaches us why it was He consented to such
a sacrifice. It was on account of His hatred of sin. "For the transgression of My people was He stricken." Have you ever for one halfhour meditated on the love of God, following the Scripture as your
lamp and guide into its mysterious depths 1 Have you ever taken
up such a passage as that in the second chapter of this Epistle; and
given it that attention which it demands 1 "God, who is rich in
mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us." You know that
an unchanging love, if it be but little, is a better love than that which,
be it ever so strong for a while, quickly forsakes its object. And can
you, knowing this, suppose that when the Apostle said, "God, Who
is rich in mercy, for His great love," etc., He ever thought of change
in that love 1
But where are we to fix the commencement of God's love, when we
are taught that His mercy, which must/be the result of His love, "is
from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him."
We cannot fix any period for its commencement. We can only say,
that if His mercy is from everlasting upon them that fear Him, His
love must be from everlasting too !
The Lord Jesus said to the Father, "Thou lovedst Me before the
foundation of the world:" The words express the character of the
Father's love to Christ. A little before that, He said to His disciples,
" As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you." These words
express the character of Christ's love to His Church.
To return to the words of the text. Will you remark the tense in
which St. Paul put the verb love. It is in the past. "Christ loved
the Church." This is not needless criticism. because it brings before
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us that passage in St. John's Gospel, which presents to us Christ's
love as one Eternal present love. "Having loved His own . . . .
He loved them to the end."
I must not leave this first subject yet. I must ask you to consider
the intensity of the love of Christ to the Church. You know the
Church is called in Scripture the" body of Christ." For, saith the
Apostle, "We are members of His body." The Apostle uses this
argument to enforce his inculcation, " So ought men to love their wives
as their own bodies." He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For
no man ever yet hated His own flesh, but nourisheth, and cherisheth
it, even as the Lord Jesus. The Apostle, then, must mean that the
Lord Jesus loves the Church ev:en as He loves Himself. St. Paul is
not arguing from the love which a husband ought to have towards
his wife, that the Lord loves the Church, but, from the actual love
which the Lord bears to the Church, that hushands should so love
their wives even as themselves.
And have we no evidences of this love which passeth knowledge 1
Do we not possess the strongest testimony that the Lord Jesus loves
the Church, His Body, His Bride, even as He loves Himself, when He
gave Himself for it 1 "Greater love hath no man than this, that a
man lay down his life for his friends!" "By this we know the love
that God hath to us ! "
This is a great mystery! and Oh! I would repeat it, that (first) the
Lord Jesus Christ did not love the Church because He gave Himself
for it, but He gave Himself for it because He loved it: and (second)
that His everlasting love to the Church does not commence when that
Church begins.to learn obedience to Him.
Remember the Apostle's words, " God Who is rich in mercy, for His
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins."
It may appear needless to have repeated these two remarks. But
one cannot calculate the injury that may be done to the peace of the
poor sinner who is seeking rest in the Lord Jesus Christ-by the
smallest admixture of error-not to speak of the effect that the
diffusion of a little error may have, in keeping in a low state the whole
Church. "A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump." And you
may have remarked that when the subject of God's love is spoken or
written of, you will too often find the sinner sent to search for some
little fair spot in himself, to recommend him to the love of God. The
Word of God teaches you that the love of God finds the sinner vile,
helpless and lost.
The second subject is " gave Himself for it." It may be thought
that this subject might be passed by in silence,-since you have so often
heard it from this place. But when the story of its corruption on the
continent is wafted hither ever and anon; when we see talent and
learning at home displayed in the ranks of the enemy; when we
behold old error starting up with a new mask on-it becomes not
only those who speak in public, but all private persons too, who are
at all alive to the importance of maintaining in its integrity the truth
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as it is in Jesus-to be ever lifting up their voices; to speak often
one to another; to be very jealous of the sinner's only hope, " Redemption through the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, even the forgiveness
of sins"! Christ gave Himself for the Church. Was it as an example
merely ~ Was it to confirm the promises merely 1
The attempt to explain away the little word "for" in the text"for it "-is as vain as the attempt to deny the necessity of the Atonement! Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it, i.e., in behalf
of it, or rather, instead of it. He gave Himself in behalf of it. It was
lost. He gave Himself instead of it. It was sinful, and by His death
He redeemed it, we are taught, from all iniquity.
And as we now pass on to the third subject, the sanctifying and
cleansing the Church, we must stop for a moment at the word" that,"
at the beginning of verse 26. "He gave Himself for the Church,
that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the Word."
The doctrine of the Redemption by the death of Christ is not
expresSly mentioned indeed here, but it is in a similar passage in Titus,
the one from which I have just quoted, where both the Church's
redemption and sanctification are spoken of. The passage is, "Who
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto Himself a peculiar people."
The great object which the Lord Jesus Christ had in view, in giving
Himself up to death, was to redeem it from all iniquity, but He had
another object connected with this; "He gave Himself for it, in
order to sanctify and cleanse the Church.
The first subject brought us back to past Eternity.
The second, to Calvary.
This, the third, leads us through all Time.
It might be asked, what necessary connection is there between
Christ giving Himself for the Church, and His sanctifying it 1 Could
He not sanctify it without dying for it 1 I trust I may be able to
make it clear, that there is a very necessary connection between them
-a connection which you have already been experimentally taught,
if you have found" peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ."
There are, in Scripture, different meanings of the word" sanctification," but here it is used in its most common acceptation. The verse
explains itself. We are not to attach different ideas to the words,
sanctify and cleanse, in it. The verse is properly to be read thus.
" That He might sanctify, cleansing it with the washing of water by
the Word."
Now how does the Lord cleanse or sanctify the Church 1 With the
washing of water by the Word! We must remember that-it is "by
the Word." Here is a conservative against all religious fanaticism!
A safeguard against religious intoxication! Christ sanctified His
Church" by the Word." In John xvii., Christ speaks to the Father
in behalf of His people, saying, "Sanctify them through My truth."
"Thy. Word is truth." Again, there is another strikingly similar
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passage in St. John. "Now," said the Lord to His disciples, "Ye
are clean through the Word which I have spoken unto you." It is
by the Word that the Church is regenerated. "Being born again,"
saith St. Peter, "not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
Word of God."
.
It is by the Word, that the benefit of salvation is conveyed to thc
Church. "Receive," saith St. James, "with meekness the engrafted
Word which is able to save your souls." It is by the Word we have
peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ. "The Word," said
St. Peter, "The Word which God sent unto the children of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ."
It is by the Word that the Church is built up and edified.
" And now, brethren," said St. Paul to the elders of the Church of
Ephesus, "I commend you to God and to the Word of His grace,
which is able to build you up and to give you an inheritance among
all them which al'e sanctified."
So, the Lord sanctifies or cleanses the Church by the Word.
The Church in itself is siofu!. It is conscious of its filthiness. She
has a bad conscience: naturally, her conscience is defiled-it alternately accuses and excuses itself.
But the Lord Christ sends His Holy Spirit, Who bears the Word
which tells of the finished work of J esus-{)f His sacrifice for sin, and
resurrection-and the Church, believing the Word, is " sprinkled from
an evil conscience," learns by the Word, and believes sins are put away
for ever by the blood of Jesus, and is cleansed from filthiness and sinis washed and made white ih the blood of the Lamb-has peace with
God through Jesus Christ her Lord.
This is the necessary connection between Christ's giving Himself
for the Church, and His sanctifying or cleansing it.
It is not difficult to discover why the word" water" is introduced
in the text. It may simply inlply the purifying power of the Word
of God. So, we find in Scripture, water not only used to be a symbol
of purification, but also used as a metaphor for the cleansing power of
the Word of God. "I will sprinkle," saith God by Ezekiel, "clean
water upon you, and yc shall be clean."
Perhaps this may also be the meaniog of the Lord's words to
Nicodemus, "Except a man be born of water and of the Holy Ghost,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God."
Lastly, all this Christ does to the Church "in order that He might
present it to Himself a glorious Church, not haviog spot, or wrinkle,
or any such thiog; but that it should be holy and without blemish."
We are here carried forward to Eternity, when the scroll of Tinle
shall be wrapped up for ever.
And, brethren, although science teaches us to believe that there
may be worlds beyond worlds, filled with iotelligent creatures-while
Scripture does not deny its conjectures, but rather sanctions the supposition; whether there be, as St. Paul has written, thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers, invisible as well as visible-
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yet it is not from these that a selection of His creatures has been
made by God, that, being" vessels of His mercy," the riches of His
glory might be made known. It is from among the fallen beings of
this earth-dyed in sin-and bearing on its face the guilt of the
rejection and crucifixion of Jesus its Creator, that a sclection has
been made. It is from the creatures of this earth that God is now
taking an election, a Church-now secret, at present unknown-but
by-and-by revealed in the" restitution of all things," in order that
in the ages.to come, He might show the exceeding riches of His grace
by His kindness towards it through Jesus Christ.
When the voi~ of the archangel is heard, and the Lord Himself
shall descend with a shout, it is for the manifestation of His glory.
Not all the wOl'ks of His creation-not the wisdom, the power, and
the goodness displayed in the governing and ordering of them allare to form the jewels of His Crown. It is that Church (of which we
who believe in Him are members) which is in a little while to reflect all
the wonders of His glol'Y.
It is in the redeeming that Church hom all iniquity, in coming
down and visiting it in great humility, in dying for it, in rescuing it
from its state of degradation, and in presenting it faultless through
His own blood, that the lustre of all His attributes unite and will be
displayed-" When He shall come to be glorified in His saints, and
admired ill all them that believe."
Brethren, the Old Testament is full of this future manifestation of
the glory of the Son of God in the salvation of the Church! The New
Testament is full of it. Would that thel'e were a greater thirst fol'
heaTing the WOI'd, and greater earnestness shown for the examination
of the mystery of God's love, and the manifestation of His glory!
It is strange, and it would be inexplicably strange that there is not,
did not our fall remind us of the l'eason. It is a strange thing that
t.here is not a greater desim to examine that WOI'd, when it does not
faintly hint, but broadly declares, that this earth of ours is to be the
t.heatre of the great wonders which are to take place on the establishment of the kingdom of Him Whose dominion is to be hom sea to sea.
Would that the Lord, the Holy Spil'it, would come down with power,
and lift the Church up above the daily routine of perishing concerns,
that they might not so cramp our mental energies-that we might
no more condemn ourselves to their enslaving power, which depl'ives
us so much of entering into the impel'ishable glory of Him, Who has
deigned to identify Himself with His creatures, and t.o take a Church
hom among us to be joint-heir now, and joint-assessor then, with Him
upon His Throne.
Shall not our united voices go up to the throne of Jesus, that He
may send down the promised Comforter with power ?-urging Him to
fulfil His promise, "I will come unto you."
In the description of this great future transaction of the Lord Jesus
Christ-the presentation of the Church unto Himself, not having spot
or wrinkle or any such thing-we are reminded of His High Priesthood.
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The terms used in verse 27 of this chapter are evidently borrowed from
sacrificial language. There is the presentation or offering: there is
the character of the offering, "without blemish." There appears a
running allusion throughout the text, to the ceremonies of the Levitical
Law. For the cleansing the Church by the washing of water by the
Word, refers us back to the 0 bligation the Aaronic priest was under,
of washing the inner parts and legs of the victim offered.
We may also remark that the terms used regarding the Church are
also strikingly similar to those which are used of the Lord Himself.
"Glorious," "Holy," without spot and" without blemish." Thus
the Apostle St. John saith, "We shall be like Him." The Church is
not so now. It is sinful, save that, as it is covered by the Blood,
which its High Priest offered for it, the Lord sees no iniquity in it.
And though it be clean through the washing, too, of water by the
Word, the body of sin is dragged after it still awhile. It is not yet
made like its holy, harmless and lmdefiled High Priest. He is still
"separate from sinners." "'Whither I go," said the Lord to His
disciples, "ye cannot come." But the Lord did not leave them with
this poor consolation, with a bitter reflection of their fallen, sinful
state. He added soon after, "I will come again and receive you unto
Myself, that where I am, there ye may be also." By-and-by, at the
bidding of its Lord, "Rise up, my fair onc, and come away," the
Church will cast aside its corruption and. put on its incorruption.
Then shall it be like its Lord-Glorious! Holy! without spot or
blemish!
These things are the great truths of the Book of God. These things
are the great work in which the Lord is engaged.
~
He is gathering in His redeemed out of all lands, from East and West,
~~om North and South, to be unto Him" a glorious Church."
'J,et us carry home with us these questions :-Has our lIfaker so loved
'Us~' Has Christ so loved us, and given Himself for us 1 Has He
sanctified and cleansed us with the washing of water by the Word 1
Will He present us unto Himself without spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, a glorious Church 1 It is the greatest question we can put to
ourselves, and the most glorious, if we can answer it with joy before
God. For" glorious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God" !
For by the Church are all the attributes of the Most High to be made
known! By the Church is the manifold wisdom of God to be made
known!

By the Church, the excellency of His power!
By the Church, the Holiness of Him Who hath said, " Once have I
swom in My Holiness that I will not lie unto David." By the Church
shall be made known His Faithfulness. "The Heavens shall declare
Thy wonders, 0 Lord, Thy Faithfulness in the congregation of the
Saints."
His .love shall be made known by the Church to all His and its
enemies, as well as to Principalities and Powers in high places! The
Love which made Him stoop to redeem-to pursue-to recover-and
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to bring it home. That Everlasting Love shall be known, which is
by the world rejected and despised and trampled on. "I will make
them come," saith He--" I will make them come, and worship before
Thy feet, and know that I have loved Thee! "

EASTER IN NAZARETH.
By THE REV. F. PEACOCK, RD., INCUMBENT OF TRINITY CHURCH,
BUXTON.
THE following interesting article was written by our esteemed friend,
the Rev. F. Peacock, for a local Buxton paper. He sent it to us in the
hope that it might interest the readers of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. It
has reference to Mr. Peacock's visit to Palestine in the spring of this
year. The article is as follows :I shall never forget the thrill of emotion which I experienced when
I got my first glimpse of Nazareth last Good Friday. We had breakfasted early at Nablus, the ancient Shechem, a flourishing town of
some 20,000 inhabitants, where the Church Missionary Society has
both a Church and a well-equipped Hospital. Both these we had
visited the previous day, and also the humble Synagogue where the
Samaritans (now reduced to about 153) still continue to worship, and
have in their possession a "COpy of the Law of Moses said to have been
written by the grandson of Aaron.
As we had a motor vehicle, it did not take us long, after leaving
Nablus, to reach the hill which Omri, King of Israel, bought for two
talents of silver and on which he built the city of Samaria, 1000 years
B.C., and which became for 200 years the capital city of Israel. It was
indeed a beautiful site for a city, and for two hours we were investigating the mins of what must forme""ly have been magnificent
buildings, and whicn have only recently been unearthed by the spade
of the excavator.
We then drove across the fruitful plain of Dothan, one of the most
ancient highroads of the world, in the vicinity of which Joseph was
sold by his brethren to the Ishmaelites and where Elisha was Divinely
protected from the Syrian hosts by "horses and chariots of fire_"
There are several cisterns or pits around the hill of Dothan, and the
traditional one, into which Joseph was cast, is still pointed out. After
a very pleasant drive we reached J enin and partook of lunch, which
had been sent on before us. As we sat round the table we specially
remembered that great event which the Christian world was commemorating-the Crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. Only a day
or two before, we had gazed upon the very hill-the place of a skullCalvary, where there is every reason to believe that the great sacrifice
was made, and now we tried to thin!l; of all that Christ's death meant
to us. They were sacred moments to us all (our party numbered 12),
and it was with much feeling and gratitude we sang together the wellknown hymn, "\Vhen I survey the wondrous Cross_"
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Leaving the hills of Samaria behind, we then entered npon the vast
Plain of Esdraelon, where the corn and barley, broad beans and lentils
were all in a most flourishing condition, though it was only the month
of March. This" Garden of Palestine," 21 miles by 15, is rich in
Biblical associations. It is the ancient battlefield of the Holy Land,
where many desperate conflicts have been waged, and where (as some
of us believe) the last great battle of Armageddon has yet to he fought.
Our Dragoman very kindly pointed out to us, on 0 lIr right, Mount
Gilboa, where King Saul met his tragic end; Jezreel, at its base,
famous as having been the royal residence of King Ahab; Shunem,
once the residence of the great woman who entertained Elisha, and who
was well repaid for her hospitality in having her dead son raised to
life again. A little further on we descried Nain, where Christ raised
the widow's son; and towering over all was Mount Tabor, some
1900 feet high, and supposed to be the mountain on which Christ was
transfigured. As the Gospels, however, represent our Lord to have
been in the region of Cmsarea Philippi (some 60 miles away) when the
transfiguration took place, it is more than likely that the event happened on one of the spurs of the majestic Hermon, most entrancing
views of which we got on several occasions. To the left of us, about
15 miles away, stood Mount Carmel, one of the most striking and
attractive features of Central Palestine. It is really a mountain ridge,
extending some 12 miles, and rising to an elevation of 1600 feet.
While we were pondering over the history of these several places,
and drinking in the beauty of the scene, at a sudden bend of the road,
on the bold Galilean hills in front of us, Nazareth burst into view-a
village which, surely to all Christians, must ever be one of the most
profoundly interesting spots on the face of the earth. I remember
exclaiming" Can that really be Nazareth-the home for 30 years of
the Saviour of the World 1" Yes, there it was, about four or five
miles away, nestling on the hill-side about 1000 feet above sea-level,
the sun flashing upon its white houses and flat roofs. The road on
which we were travelling was exceedingly rough, but we forgot the
bumps and jolts to which we were momentarily subjected, in thc
beauty of the picture before us.
At the foot of the precipitous hill on which Nazareth stands, most
of us left the motor and began to ascend the steep and rugged path
which led to the town. It must have taken us more than an hour to
reach it.. It is to-day a prosperous town of over 10,000 inhabitants,
the great majority being Christians, and the rest Mohammedans.
Curiously there is not a Jew living in the place. Dr. Schofield, of
London, asks us to picture in OUT minds "a saucer, a mile across,
the rim made up of some 13 little hills, enclosing a fertile district, full
of figs, olives, pOmegranates, corn, and every sort of flower glowing in
the bright Syrian sun." That is ahout the best description of Nazareth
I have yet seen. Apart altogether from its sacred associations, it is
a sweet and tranquil spot. It is so completely shut in by the surrounding hills· that no one could light upon it suddenly without
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experiencing a thrill of delight. Rere, in this sunny and secluded spot,
we spent a most happy Easter.
There is every reason to believe that the modern town stands upon
the site of the ancient village, and has altogether superseded it, so that
little or no Cl·edence can be attached to what are shown as the sacred
places. The only place in Nazareth, of the genuineness of which we
can be fairly sure, is " The Virgin's Fountain." It is the only fountain
in the place, and probably has always been the only one. Each time
we passed it, there were numbers of women and girls filling their waterpots with water, and most gracefully poising them on their heads and
returning to their homes.
Only three minutes' walk from the Fountain is the Church Missionary
Society's Ronse, and on the Saturday morning some of us took the
opportunity of calling upon the Missionary, the Rev. F. Carpenter,
who is the Superintendent of the work in the district. Re and his
good wife warmly welcomed us. They have three children at school
in England, and. one baby girl brightens their home in Nazareth. In
the afternoon we visited the Girls' Orphanage, a magnificent building,
designed to accommodate 200 children. During the late war, the
building was used as a Barracks by the Turks, and when the Matron
(Miss Newey) retumed in 1919, she found, to her great grief, that the
place was in a most filthy and dilapidated condition. All the beds
and furniture had been removed, and even the doors, windows, and
shutters had been used for fuel. The beautiful garden was simply a
mass of weeds. With great courage, however, Miss Newey set to work,
got as many beds ·and as much clothing together as possible, and after
six months was able to start again with about 50 orphans. These dear
children were much interested in our visit, and were charmed to have
their photos taken. We all sang a verse of the National Anthem
before we parted.
On Easter Sunday, a most beautiful day, we went to the C.M.S.
Church, a well·built edifice seating 500 people. An Arabic service
was being held, and we were delighted to find a large and most reverent
.congregation, all heartily joining in the singing and responses. Mr.
Carpenter read the prayers, and the native Pastor preached the sermon.
We could not, of course, understand a word of it, but the sermon was
preached with such animation and freedom that we seemed to enter
into it and were carried along by it. After reaching our hotel we had
a service among ourselves, and it was my privilege to give a brief
message on the subject of the Resurrection. In the evening Mr.
Carpenter most kindly arranged an English service for us, at which
one of our number preached. On Easter Monday we said good·bye
to Nazareth with the greatest reluctance, and made our way down
to Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee.
•

"EVERY child of God is a partaker of the Roly Ghost."-Rev. W. H.
Krause.
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THE TENTH HOUR.
" They came and saw where He dwelt, and abode with Him that day: tor
it was about the tenth hour."-JoHN i. 39.
IN a review of the pilgrim path there are seasons, days, and even hours,
that with more or less prominence stand out above others. I judge
that we have a very beautiful instance of this fact recorded by the
evangelist in the verse quoted above. A brief glance at the whole
chapter will helpfully lead us to look at the closing incidents.
This first cha~ter of John is "majestic in its own simplicity." It
contains at least fourteen titles of the Lord Jesus-the first verse
declaring His Eternal Godhead; the closing words being" the Son of
man." The central title is "the Lamb of God."
The negative words are numerous, solenm, and impressive. "The
darkness comprehended not" the Light. "The world knew Him
not." "His own [people] received Him not." "Whom ye [the
nation] know not." Twice John the Baptist declares: "and I knew
Him. not."
Moreover, the favourite words of John-" seeing, looking, beholding "-are repeated twenty times in this his first chapter; the darkness
banished by the light, and sight the result of gracious life.
We have, then, the record of the Baptist's testimony to Jesus, and
one of its results: "Again the next day after John stood, and two of
his disciples; and looking upon J esns as He walked, he saith, Behold
the Lamb of God! And the two disciples heard him speak, and they
followed Jesns." By this one sermon John lost two of his disciples,
and Jesus gained two! They left their former teacher, and never
returned to him, but followed Jesus. Happy, indeed, are those servants
who can sav with John: "He must increase, but I must decrease" ;
and surely ~very true servant can say this in his measure, most sincerely
and heartily.
"Happy, if with my latest breath
I may but gasp His Name;
Preach Him to all, aud cry in death,
Behold, behold the Lamb I"
The identity of these two disciples raises an interesting question.
"One of the two which heard John speak, and followed Him, was
Andrew." Who was the other? And why is he not also named 1. I
think there are two sufficient evidences that the other was John himself, the writer of the record. The first is that throughout his Gospel,
John never mentions his own name. He always writes of himself as
" the disciple whom Jesus loved," or "that other disciple," or " the
disciple which testifieth of these things." It would be safe, I judge,
from this alone to infer that John indicated his own call.
But, perhaps, the stronger proof lies in the words now 'under consideration: "They came and saw where He dwelt, and abode with
Him that day: for it was about the tenth hour." Why should the writer,
while omitting the name, specify the hour of the day 1 To this question there can be only one answer. Well would John, with humble,
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holy joy, remember the very hour of the day on which he was first
favoured to abide with Jesus, and to learn of Him.
By rich grace, the writer of tills page is able to remember such a day
with some resemblances to the case of John; and he here gratefully
records its jubilee, on the identical date. It was on Lord's-day afternoon, May 7th, 1871, in a little roadside sanctuary, for ever since a
sacred spot, at Goring Heath, in Oxfordshire, that he first felt his soul
drawn to the Lord Jesus with any degree of assurance. And as this
was at the close of the afternoon service, while the friends were partaking of the Lord's supper, it was literally" about the.tenth hour." An
interval of fifty years has not annulled the sweet sealing of His grace
and love on that memorable date. The mark of the seal has often been
beclouded by doubt or by sorrow; but it can never be erased.
The writer tenderly recognizes that many of Ills readers will be unable
to refer to any distinct date as the beginning of their discipleship. But
let such distinguish between the quickening of the soul by the implantation of Divine life, and the after manifestations and unfoldings of that
life. The former is a secret and sovereign act of the Holy Spirit; and
as such it is seldom, if ever, consciously known to the subject of it.
" The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every
one that is born of the Spirit." But the efl.ects are manifested with
varying degrees of clearness. And let me ask you, dear reader, personally: have you no records of His attracting love, His gracious
words, His heart-melting power ~ Are there not written on the
tablets of gracious memory some outgoings of your desires after Him,
and some infiowings of His desires towards you ~ If so, He will never
deny or cancel what He Himself has done.
Moreover, it must not be overlooked that in the case of John there
was a transfer of discipleship. From being a disciple of John the
Baptist he became a follower of Jesus. And very surely this would
mark a distinct step in his life. In the case of the writer, there had
been two or three years of laborious village preaching; so that what
may be termed the crisis would leave its indelible mark. And in this
connection how strikingly the sovereignty of Jesus shines with regard
to the two Johns. The ministry of John the Baptist was completed
within a few months, probably six; that of John the Apostle extended
over a period of more than sixty years.
The great and mal"Vellous thing is to be a disciple at all. To behold
the Lamb, to desire an interest in His atonement, to see where He
dwells, to spend an hour or two with Him, and to learn of Him-how
blesseCl! To be translated from the darkness into the light, to be born
again, to receive from His fullness, to gaze upon His glory, and in these
dark days to follow Him-this is discipleship. The earlier experience
of John was to lean upon his Master's breast: in a later experience of
exile he " fell at His feet as dead"; but he would never forget the tenth
hour.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.

Cricklewood, May 7th, 1921.
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REMINISCENCES OF GRACE AND MERCY, AND OF MEN
OF GRACE.
" But call to remembrance the forme-r days."-HEBREWS x. 32.
THE old Latin motto Experientia docet em10dies the reason for this
injunction, viz., that in pondering over our various experiences we may
discover our mistakes and failures, and learn to avoid them in the
future: also to recognize the blessings that have ever beset our path,
and God's loving provision in every emergency.
We see this very clearly demonstrated by Moses in Deut. viii. 2-6.
"Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee
these forty years in the wilderness," etc. And, again, in chapter xv.
15, "Thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of
Egypt," etc. (See also chapters xxiv. 9; xxv. 17; xxxii. 7.) On
many other occasions Moses reminded the children of Israel of God's
great goodness, and their own base ingratitude and rebellion.
It is quite unnecessary to multiply quotations. It is the record of
the ages since the fall of man, and will be to the end, until redemption's
work is fully and finally accomplished, and sin shall be no more.
The comparatively recent death of the Rev. W. J. Pollock has
set me athinking of "the former days "-not only of the days of my
youth, when I first became acquainted with Mr. Pollock, but of the
days of my childhood, and some incidents I shall never forget.
My eadiest recollection is of an event that occurred before I had
completed my third year. I don't know that I had any thought or
intcntion of causing anxiety or trouble of any sort to anybody,
certainly not to my parents; but it was a fine day, and I set out for
a walk, all alone, without saying a word to anyone, and without any
intention of going far. The object that attracted me most was an old
tin can, which, tied to a string, I dragged behind me. The noise
caused by the can on the flagged footpath was a constant incentive
to go on. I lived in Salford, and, proceeding along Chapel Street,
passed what is now Peel Park, until I reached Pendleton Church;
then turning off the main road I got to Chal'lestown. Feeling tired,
and realizing that I was far from home, and in a strange neighbourhood, I began to cry. In passing some cottages, a woman with a
motherly heart saw me and took me into her house. I was tmable
to say who I was, or where I lived; but she decided to keep me until
enquiries were made, and told the policeman that she had charge of a
lost child. In the meantinle she fed me, and laid me in a cradle, where
I was soon asleep. The distance I had rambled was over two miles.
Ne",i; morning I was discovered by my parents, as people along the
road remembered seeing a child with a tin can. I learned afterwards
that the woman who befriended me had recently lost a little one by
death: hence the empty cradle, so suitable to my need.
Now, why should I relate a simple circumstance of this kind, when
probably hundreds of similar cases occur every day 1 Simply as a
proof of God's loving care. I could not as a child thank Him; but
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as I grew up and was reminded of the eveut, I'have acknowledged His
goodness and kindness on that occasion.
Another incident I will mention that took place when I was about
three years older. I was playing outside the house with some other
children when, for the first time, I used a swear word. It was such a
shock to me that I have never forgotten it. Although I had heard
others utter the same word, and I knew it was wrong to do so, it never
appeared so sinful as when it passed my lips. Did I ask God's forgiveness 1 I don't remember. I think not, but I felt disgraced and
distressed, and could not forgive myself. God, in His mercy, taught
me a lesson, which has been useful to me through life.
I lived on the banks of the Irwell at that time (eighty years ago),
and the river was a great attraction to me, both when placid and in
flood. It was then a very different stream to what it is now. In
_ summer it .was clear and beautiful, and the resort of anglers. My
father was the secretary of the Salford Anglers' Society, and often
succeeded in landing fish of a decent Bize. I was fond of taking off
my shoes and stockings, and bathing my legs and feet in the water.
One day I ventured a bit too far into deeper water, and suddenly fell
overboard. I might have been drowned, but God enabled me to
scramble out, and I took no harm. It was a hot day, and, after taking
off and wringing my wet clothes, I dried them in the sun, and went
home as if nothing unusual had occurred; but it was another mercy
to treasure up.
In 1840-41 I was interested in witnessing the boundary lines being
staked out on a vacant piece of land in Brougl1ton Road, Salford, for a
new Church, to be called St. Matthias'. The Church was opened in
1842, and I was one of the first to attend both Church and school.
The Rev. Robert Frost was the first incumbent, and remained such for
about two years. He had two sisters, who superintended the girls'
Sunday school. They were very strict in their discipline, and thought
it improper and worldly, if not sinful, for the girls to wear flowers in
their hats and bonnets. This caused much friction, and they wcre not
very popular on this account. Still, their intentions were good, and,
us they thought, the wisest, the best, and most Scriptural. lIfr. Wm.
Slater, a well-known Manchester solicitor, was one of the founders and
supporters of the Church, and did much to promote its usefulness.
His only daughter married the curate-the Rev. Thomas Daniels-who
afterwards became rector of a church in Stretford Road, Manchester.
One of my teachers in the Sunday school for several years was
Mr. George Henry Rushton, the eldest son of Archdeacon Rushton, of
Manchester, who lived ut Woodlands Terrace, Higher Broughton. His
son lived with him, and invited his class to go to his home one evening
during the week for additional instruction. He was a nice gentleman,
and greatly beloved, and had the spiritual interests of his class at
heart. He had to leave us at last owing to his father-the Archdeacon-having a preferment to Blackburn; but he has' always
retained a warm place in one's memory. On Mr. Frost resigning the
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incumbency, he went to London to underta.ke the dnties of Secretary
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, of which he had always been
a strong advocate.
The Rev. Edward Walker, who came, I think, from Silverdale,
after being at St. Jude's, Manchester, succeeded Mr. Frost at
St. Matthias'. He was a saintly man, who in a short time inaugurated
a distinct change in the parish, and in the teaching given both in church
and school. He introduced the Shorter Catechism in lieu of the
Church Catechism, and this led to much discussion and enquiry. Up
to this date there had been nothing said or taught as to the difference
between Calvinism and Arminianism. Now the distinctive doctrines
of free grace came to be known and discussed; and with the advent
of Mr. Pollock, as curate, and of Mr. J. Sawyer, as Scripture Reader,
the Bible was studied with a keener interest than ever before, and led
to more definite views of the plan of salvation; in which the electing
love of God, the total depravity of man, a limited atonement, effectual
calling, and final perseverance were prominently taught as the truth
of Holy Writ. Mr. Walker often preached in the open air in the
summer time, and in winter gave lectures on Bunyan's Pilgrim's
Progress in a room in a part of the district called the Adelphi. These
efforts were, under the Divine blessing, attended with good results.
At that time the parish was signally blessed with spiritually-minded
pastors and teachers. I have previously referred to Mr. Pollock, in a
brief appreciation of his ministry which appeared in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE of February last year. Mr. Sawyer, the Scripture Reader,
held a Bible Class in the schoolroom for young men during the week,
as well as prayer meetings and cottage lectures in the district. He
was a gentle, earnest, thoroughly-qualified assistant, with a peculiar
lisp in speaking. The doctrines of grace were also precious to him,
and by him clearly taught.
M1". Walker resigned the incumbency, after holding it four or five
years, chiefly on account of his health, and succeeded Dean Close at
Cheltenham Parish Church; shortly afterwards becoming Dl·. Walker.
The Rev. E. B. Chalmers was appointed to succeed Mr. Walker at
St. Matthias'. He was a fluent speaker, but a rank Arminian, which
caused mnch dissatisfaction,· especially tD those who had been
impressed by his predecessor's teaching. J\fr. Pollock followed
Mr. Walkm' to Cheltenham, and J\fr. Sawyer left, and many of the
congTegation.
As I had charge of the infant school, I gave Mr. Chalmers ample
notice of my intention to retire, and stated by letter my reason for
doing so. He came to see me the following Sunday in reference to my
letter, and, finding he could not alter my decision, said in a very angry
tone, "I would not own such a God, I would not own such a Bible, I
would not own such a salvation." "There!" I said, "you need say
no more; you have said quite sufficient to justify us (i.e., myself and
others) in leaving a ministry we could not profit under."
Mr. Pollock advised us to go to Olclham Road, Manchester, to hear
21

308

The Gospel Magazine

the Rev. F. Whylock Davis, who had recently come into the neighbourhood, and who had charge of a new district to be called St. Peter's.
The Church was not then erected; but service was conducted in an old
mill in German Street, two floors of which had been used for some
til!le as a school--{)ne for boys and one for girls. Between the floors,
however, a portion of the flooring had been cut away at one end to
admit an organ and pulpit, so that both rooms could be utilized at the
same time for service.
The first sermon I heard Mr. Davis preach was from the words in
Daniel vi. 20-" 0 Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God,
whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions 1 "
It was a very helpful and comforting discourse.
Mr. Davis came, I believe, from West Ham to Manchester. He had
been an officer in the army; but God met him in the way, turned the
current of his thoughts, and made him a soldier of the Cross.. He was
a ready speaker, and always prepared to say a word on behalf of his
Lord and Saviour.
A few years elapsed before the Church and schools were built, and
a curate came to assist Mr. Davis in his uphill work, rendered all the
more arduous owing to opposition on the part of many to his views of
truth. Still, he held on his way, and faithfully proclaimed the Gospel
until, broken down in health, he retired to Southport.
His first curate was Mr. Littlecot, a young man of great energy, and
a champion of the faith of God's Elect. He could speak well, had a
rapid delivery, and was fond of using the phrase" everlasting arrangements " when referring to the Covenant work of the Three Persons
in the Trinity. He had a dear friend-George Hewitt-who then
lived at Atherton, and attended Dr. Alfred Hewlett's ministry a.t
Astley. I became acquainted with him through Mr. Littlecot, as he
often came to see his friend, and enjoy the service at St. Peter's. On
one occasion he invited me to spend a night with him at his house at
Atherton, so that, after tea, we could have a pleasant walk through
the fields, and attend Dr. Hewlett's Bible Class at Astley in the
evening. I was glad to accept the invitation, for, although I had
often heard the Doctor preach at St. Matthias', St. Peter's, and other
places, I had never been to Astley, and was therefore eager to avail
myself of the opportunity of attending the weekly Bible Class held
by him in his own schoolroom. There were, if I remember rightly,
fifty to siXty present. After a hymn and prayer, a chapter was read
and expounded, and questions invited if further explanation was
desired. The grand old veteran was precise and definite in all he
said, and one could not but feel profited by his manner of presenting
the trnth and dispelling doubts. Mr. Hewitt and I were both unmarried at that time. Shortly afterwards Mr. Hewitt gave up his
little business at Atherton and studied for the ministry, and in due
course was ordained. I lost sight of him for many years; but when
he died at Brighton, where he had been Vicar of St. Luke's, Prestonville, for nearly 35 years, I wrote, at Mr. Ormiston's suggestion, a
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brief account of my early intimacy with him. This appeared in the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE of March or April, 1909.
Mr. Littlecot did not long remain at St. Peter's, but was a valuable
assistant to Mr. Davis. He introduced some lines to the school on
the completeness of the Saviour's work, which were much appreciated.
I only remember a few verses. They. began ;" Nothing either great or small,
Nothing, sinner, no,

Jesus did it, did it all
Long, long ago.
When He from His lofty throne,
Stooped to do and die;
Everything was fully done,
Hearken to His cry:
, It is finished I' yes indeed,
Finished e.ery jot." etc.
Then another curate came of quite a different stamp-the Rev. J.
Griiner Stowell, who was a nephew, I believe, of the late Canon Stowell,
but with somewhat advanced opinions. He argued in favour of
baptismal regeneration, very much to Mr. Davis's regret. They could
not work together very well, and he soon left; but later on, having
manied Miss Lamb, the daughter of Councillor Lamb--{me of the
trustees of the Church-he was, through the influence of the latter,
appointed rector on :!tir. Davis's resignation. When Mr. Stowell gave
up his curacy, his place was supplied temporarily by a Mr. Smith
until the Rev. R. J. Noyes was appointed curate. This was a happy,
selection, for he, like Mr. Littlecot, was whole-heartedly in sympathy
with Mr. Davis.
Having manied, and removed farther off from the Church, I left
St. Peter's during Mr. Noyes' curacy, and he also left after the appointment of Mr. Stowell as rector. I had not been connected at all with
St. Peter's Smlday school, but for many years took an active part in
the Poland Street Ragged School, in connection with St. Peter's.
In reference to Councillor (afterwards Alderman) Lamb, I shouldlike to say he was a good and useful man, untiring in his efforts to
benefit the district in every possible way. He was a spindle and flyer
manufacturel', and did much to help forward social and religious
work. He was also a strict Sabbatarian, and also not afraid of lifting
up his voice on every occasion, both in the Town Council and out of it,
in favour of a proper observance of the Lord's Day. So convinced
was he of the sin of violating the sanctity of the day that he sold out
his holdings of railway stock rather than participate in any profit
earned by running trains on Sllilday.
For five years I spent most of my evenings and Sunday afternoons
in visiting the district as a voluntary lay assistant, to read a portion
of Scripture and engage in prayer when practicable, and induce
working-men to attend some place of worship if I fOllild them negligent
in this respect. The neighbourhood contained a large number of

310

The Gospel Magazine

Roman Catholics, whom it· was difficult to approach, and who, instead
of giving you a welcome, would sometimes' lift a poker and in a
threatening manner bid you begone. The slum portion of the district
was in a most insanitary condition. Cellar dwellings existed Ul mallY
of the streets, in which the stench was abominable, and in some case6
there was a double cellar, with a different family in each part. It was
a wonder how people could exist in such a foul atmosphere, but it is
said" use is second nature." When one came out of the cellars into
the street, you felt as if you had been suddenly transported to a seaside promenade, so different was the quality and freshness of the air.
I had a friend-a member of the Church-who lived a mile away at
this period, and who was laid up with smallpox. I visited him daily.
He had a wife, who was also unwell, and a little boy about six years of
age. The boy became poorly too, soon after his father; and as some
eruptions appeared the doctor concluded he had got smallpox as well,
and ordered him to be put into the same bed with his father. In a
day or two, however, he discovered that the boy had measles, not
smallpox, so had him removed to another bed. While the family was
in this condition, and without either servant or nurse, I heard that the
wife's sister, who lived in the country, was coming on the morrow to
see them. On that day, therefore, thinking they would have help,
I did not call as usual; but on leaving the district at night, I felt very
uneasy about my friend, and on reaching home I said to mother, "I
feel that I ought to see my friend before going to bed, but don't want
you to remain up: I will therefore take the key, and stay the night
with him if necessary." It was then about half-past ten, and I had
nearly a mile to go. On reaching my friend's house, I found the door
on the latch and entered. There was nobody downstairs, and no
fire in the grate. Hearing voices overhead I ascended; and oh! the
joy of my friends when they saw me, and knew that the help for which
they had been praying had arrived. It appeared that the wife's
sister had been over, but had been obliged to return home by the
8 p.m. train, and leave the invalids to look after themselves. Some
time after she had gone, the wife came downstairs to get something
for her husband, and had fainted! On recovering consciousness, she
was glad to be able to creep to bed again, without accomplishing her
purpose. I made a fire, attended to their requirements, and offered
to stay the night with them, but they would not hear of this, and the
wife said she felt so much better there was no necessity to do so, as
they could now manage very well till morning. Mr. Davis called
one day to see my friend while I was there, and sniffing, said, " Have
you got camphor about you 1" I replied, rather amused, "I believe
I have, but don't know where. I fancy mother has stitched 'some
in the IUling of my coat, thinking it would be useful."
In these days of sanitation and isolation for infectious diseases, it
seems incredible that Ul the period referred to there should have beel}
such apparent immunity from infection. The doctor, minister, and
friends were in constant contact with the patient, and attended to
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their ordinary duties without taking any harm themselves, or conveying infection to others. Such, however, was the fact in this particular
instance. My friend's case was a bad one. To avoid being pitted
during desquamation it was thought advisable to cover his face with
black paint to prevent scratching, so that with a head very much
swollen, and a face like that of a negro, he did look a frightful object.
While in this state, a man called to see him, who thought the paint
was the effect of the disease; but when the patient uncovered his
hands, and the man saw they were white, he was astonished, and
supposed they had retained their natural appearance because he had
kept them under the clothes! My friend recovered, and lived many
years to thank and bless God for His loving-kindness and tender mercy.
(To be continued.)

J. E.

Bramhall, May, 1921.

WINDER.

"EVEN US."
ROMANS

ix. 2

WHEN the Holy Spirit leads us into the contemplation of the sovereignty
of God, the calling of God, and the preparations of God from all
eternity, the wonderful magnitude of His love and salvation fills the
hearts of His dear children-----<lhildren by adoption and grace-with
such ecstasy that we can only exclaim" Even us "-" Even us whom
He hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles."
St. Paul was almost overwhelmed with his privilege. "Unto me
who am less than the least of all saints is this grace given that I should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ." He
said furthermore, "I am the Apostle of the Gentiles. I magnify
mine office." This mystery, as he so frequently terms it, had been
hidden. "From the beginning of the world hath been hid in God."
His purposes were slowly unravelled, until at last the purposes concerning the Gentiles shone out clearly in the vision of St. Paul, and
it was his glad commission to proclaim them. MbSes, David, Isaiah,
Hosea, Zechariah, and Malachi all alluded to the calling out of the
Gentiles. Jesus Himself, after His temptation, departed into Galilee,
" Galilee of the Gentiles," as it is called in another verse (St. Matthew
iv. 15). Jesus went about all Galilee teaching, preaching, healing,
and there followed Him great multitudes of people; yet, when He
was delivered to the Gentiles, they crucified Him. True, Pilate condemned Him unwillingly, but it was in the purpose of God, as Jesus
Himself said it should be so. "Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and
the Son of Man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the
scribes, and they sh"ll condemn Him to death, and shall deliver Him
to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify Him; and
the third day He shall rise again" (St. Matt. xx. 18, 19). Notwithstanding all, "by revelation He made known unto me (St. Paul) the
mystery . . . . the mystery of Christ." He revealed, by the Spirit,
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the wondrous grace, "that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs and
of the same body and partakers of His promise in Christ by the
Gospel."
The mystery is explained in Col. i. 27. "This mystery among the
Gentiles which is Christ in you the hope of glory." In the preceding
verse it is stated, "The mystery which hath heen hid from ages and
from generations, but now is made manifest to His saints, to whom
God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles." The prophecies concerning the calling of the
Gentiles in the Old Testament are many. To us these prophecies
are very precious. It is even more precious to find all confirmed and
amplified in the New Testament, and to know that they are" accord·
ing to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our
Lord." In his Second Epistle to Timothy, St., Paul emphasizes this
fact. "His own purpose and grace which was given us in C'hrist
Jesus before the world began." "Made manifest by the appearing of
our Saviour Jesus Christ. . . . Whereunto I am appointed a preacher
and an Apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles."
Now, dear reader, we see our title as Gentiles very clearly. The
Lord has had one vast plan concerning this mystery through all the
ages. Christ was exhibited through all Jewish rites. Christ was the
Atoning Sacrifice set before them, dimly as they perceived it. , His
redemption through His own Blood, His incarnation, death and
resurrection, victory and glory were all foreshadowed or foretold.
In Acts x. 45 we read, " On the Gentiles also was poured out the gift
of the Holy Ghost." They of the circumcision were astonished, and
so Peter himself, the strong upholder of the Jews, was compelled to
say, "Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized,
which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we 1 "
How abundantly the Lord has' provided for the consolation of some
of His doubting people who have feared they could not claim His
promises, but they are fellow-heirs, the same body, all one in Christ Jesus,
and partakers of His promises. Satan will rob the believer of every
joy if he can, but he can't. The believer reads his title clear in the
Atoning Sacrifice of Jesus. "There is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus." The word" condemnation," as
I heard it explained the other day, means not only punishment but
disability. The law itself is fulfilled in the Person of Jesus Christ, and
cannot touch" them which are in Christ Jesus."
Dear believer, " your life is hid with Christ in God." You are not
only" one in Christ Jesus" with the Jew, but" now in Christ Jesus,"
" made nigh by the Blood of Christ."
" So nigh, so very nigh to God
I cannot nearer be,

For in the Person of His Son
I am as near as He."

What an unspeakable privilege have we as Gentiles, dear reader,
that" the unsearchable riches of Christ" should be preached among
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us, the riches of His grace and the riches of His glory, the love that
passeth knowledge, the peace which passeth tmderstanding.
Moreover, let us remember that there is a set time, a limited time
for the inflowing of the Gentiles. There are" times of refreshing,"
"times of Testitution of all things," "perilous times," "due times."
And we read of "the fullness of times," "that in the dispensation of
the fullness of times He might gather together in one all things in
Christ."
Now there is assuredly a time when all Israel shall be again
gathered to her King and Saviour, and that time hinges on the fullness
of the Gentiles coming in. When their times shall be completed then
~ the Jews' ingathering will take place. "Blindness in part is hap~
pelled to Israel, tmtil the fullness of the Gentiles be come in, and so all
Israel shall be saved." In another verse we read, "Through their
fall salvation is come tmto the Gentiles." This is until the times of
the Gentiles be fulfilled. Israel is trodden down of the Gentiles tmtiluntil the times of the Gentiles be fulfi.lled~ "Un til "-Are these times
upon us 1 For the Jews are moving fast now, and developments are
rapidly appearing. In one of this month's magazines concerning the
Jews I read, "We are living in moving, stirring days. It seems that
the hour of the Gentile dispensation is about to strike. Ears attuned
to the music of heaven can already discern the trumpet-call which is
to announce the appearance of the Coming One."
Ere long the day will break alid the shadows flee away. "He is
coming with the dawn."
,
Even us-even "s. Let us dwell by the teaching of the Holy Spirit
upon our high privileges as the called of God, and if called, justified
and glorified. Why were we called 1 "It pleased God, Who called
me by His grace "----€ven us. The word" even" implies our utter
tmworthiness, the word" us " our glad recognition of personal favour.
And our hearts sing'
" All 111y heart to Thee is springing;

Blessing others, oh, bless me I
Even me,"

Even us. Methinks we shall never fathom the depth of the wondrous
love that, despite all blackness, fearful sin, waywardness and weakness,
yet called and cleansed and forgave, and in His own beauty and
righteousness made" beautiful and righteons even us.
NETTlE.

A CRUMB OF MERCY.
IT has been an interest----€ither spiritual or intellectual-"to notice the
first mention in the Bible of one thing or another. Mr. Bailey wrote
"The Protoplast "-about the "first man," the "first death," the
"first garments," and so on. We see hospitality for the first time
when the" three men" sat at Abraharn's table in the tent door. We
might say that the first bride was Rebekah, arriving shyly with her
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maids and bcing introduced to Isaac. Jacob, perhaps, is the first
lover-with all the tumults and pain of the fondest longing-gazing at
Rachel. It is pointed out that the first prayer mentioned is the one
that Abraham offered on behalf of his son Ishmael-a prayer heard
and answered. And yet we can almost hear the re ·.uests that Noah
made to his God, and his beseechings to be let out, as he opened the
window of the ark and sent forth the raven and the dove. The first
promise was spoken in Edcn. But it may be that David, as he sang
of his love to the Lord, as he rejoiced, "it is He that hath made us
and not we ourselves," it may be he would feel that in the first verse
of all-in the statement that it was God Who created the heaven and
the earth-in that statement was wrapped up the promise of all that
could possibly or ever be wanted. The Lord was his rock, his fortress,
his deliverer, his strength, his trust, his buckler, the hOTll of his salvation, and his high tower. HE was God Who in the beginning created
the heavens and the earth, and what more could be said 1 We might
speak of mercy and sec its early display when God came to look for
and to find Adam amongst the trees of the garden. By name it is
first mentioned in Gen. xix., "the Lord being merciful unto him," the
angcls laid hold on the hand of Lot and compelled him to leave Sodom.
It looked almost as if he was bent on his own destruction, as if he
would rather perish with the ungodly than leave them. Not that he
was one with them, their iniquities weighed down his righteous soul,
and now it was plain that God was not to give him one trophy out
of all the strangers there. Those who profess that by calling themselves into the world their Christian influence will be greater than by
keeping separate, would find a difficulty in proving it from the history
of Lot. But God was merciful to him. He magnified His mercy.
Lot said so himself, and we almost stand amazed at the way he hung
about and still suggested his preferences and had them met. Is there
a spiritual meaning in ·it all, an application to the world, the Church,
the saint 1 Is there a deep that coucheth beneath 1
Very likely therc is, and if we found it out, if the blessed Spirit
opened to us His Scriptures and expounded the things concerning
Himself, it would be because He magnifies His mercy still. " His
property," as the Prayer Book says, "is always to have mercy," but
wc doubt it still and wonder if we will be disappointed of our hope.
It is very blessed in prayer to be able to argue, as it were, with the
Lord, to tell Him of all His undertakings and promises, of all He has
already been n.nd done, of all the exn.mples that are written for our
hope and expectation. But if arguments fail, Himself remains.
" The Lord our God is a merciful God." Daniel was cast upon Him
::IS such: his prayer in chap. ix. 16-19 seems almost to shake the
mercy-seat as he besought God to hear and answer. For" we do not
prcsent our supplications hefore Thee for our righteousness but for
Thy great mercies." And before he left his knees the Lord came and
answered. It is the coming that is the mercy, even as the Good
Samaritan came to the placc where the perishing creature lay with
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none to take pity. "His own arm brought salvation," for" He saw
that there was no man, He wondered that there was no intercessor."
The man in the parable went after the lost sheep into the wilderness,
and went until he found it. It may have known it was lost and have
wakened the solitude with its bleatings, or it may have been wandering
regardlessly further and further away. Bnt it was lost, and the
shepherd went after it until he found it. Then, not seeming to think
of the vexatiousness of his journey, or the haplessness of the sheep,
hc rejoiced in his own joy.. There is love with the Lord's pity. There
is tenderness with His help, and although His people are left long in
their own despondencies, He will arise and have mercy upon them
according to His everlasting kindness.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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IN EVERY CORNER.

Vi' E have received a touching letter from one of our readel'S in which
he speaks very warmly of the help which he received from the Article
by N gTTIE which appeared in our March issue, entitled "In Every
Corner." He says, "I feel I cannot express in words what a blessing
I have received from an Article in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for March,
entitled 'In Evcry Corncr.' Truly my God with His lovingkindncss
has met me at evcry corner." Our friend has been passing through
deep waters. For four months -he suffered from a septic finger. Then
he was attacked by whooping cough, and the coughing was so intense
that it caused rupture of the muscles. In deep pain he was taken to
the hospital, but when there" Jesus HinIself drew near." The Lord,
however, has graciously restored his servant. He stood by him in all
his tl'ials, and he can now bear testimony to Divine faithfuhless and
goodncss in many ways. He says, "I feel that the portion in the
GOSPEL lIfAGAZINE for March was written for my benefit and comfort,
and also other portions. I felt I must write to you. I do desire to
praise my Covcnant-keeping God for all His mercy and goodness to
me."
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THE DECRETIVE WILL OF GOD.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,--" The memory of the just is blessed," and
the children of God in these last and lonely days mourn and miss
"the fathers." We owed much to them. We learned sweetly at
their feet, and sought to treasure up their rich and ripe experience,
and learn many lessons of Divine truth from their grace-exercised
lips.. I am now asking you the favour of inserting this accompanying
letter in the pages of our valued magazine, for the sake of the readers
to whom the beloved" G. A., of Birkenhead," was so well known and
appreciated. I know your difficulty in the present condensed pages,
but I will gladly forego sending my own regular article for this month
that the difficulty may be overcome and that your readers may share
with me the valuable paper dear Mr. Alexander gave me on The
Decretive Will 0/ God, upon which subject, some few years ago, I asked
him to give me his thoughts. I have also dear Mr. Saugar's words
upon the same subject, which might follow at some future time.
Believe me to be, Yours affectionately in Christ,
June 2nd, 1921.
RUTH COWELL.
Mr. Alexander's reply to my request was dated May 1st, 1913, and
was as follows ;" And truly the Son 0/ man goeth, as it was determined: but woe unto
that man by whom He is betrayed! "-LUKE xxii. 22.
My DEAR AND ESTEEMED FRIEND, in the glorious Gospel of the
blessed God,-In an endeavour to present you with some thoughts
on the subject as desired, I certainly feel my unfitness and insufficiency, but, looking to Him in Whom is our sufficiency, as Paul says,
and without turning to any godly Calvinistic authors, I would say of
the decretive (versus permissive) will of God that the above verse of
holy Scripture, in my view, contains within it a declaration that
affirms God's will to be decretive, absolutely so, and not merely
permissive. To hold a permissive will in God and not an absolute
decretive will in all the facts, solemnities, and creature doings connected
with this great truth, robs God of the glory and honour that is due
unto His Name, making Him also dependent upon the will of the
creature.
Moreover, I claim that this one declaration of Christ is ablmdantly
ample to show and prove, had I the ability to demonstrate the truth
of it, that God's will is a decretive and absolute will, bringing in all the
creatures into a subserviency to it, without fail, in order to the accomplishment thereof. All men are fallen, wicked, depraved. Their wills
are contrary to God in His holiness, and their carnal minds are enmity
against Him. And yet, mark it, in all and in every thought, word,
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and deed, as done by them, God is neither' the Author of sin nor the
Approver of it.
What was determined concerning the Son of -man ~ The determination of Jehovah was that Christ should make a satisfaction to
Divine Justice for the sins and transgressions of all his elect people;
that He should by His sufferings and death bear their griefs and carry
their sorrows, be wounded for their transgressions, bruised for their
iniquities, and that the chastisement of their peace should be upon
Him; in a word, that His sufferings, blood-shedding, and death should
remove the iniquity of the land (i.e., His people) in one day. His
death was the death of the Substitute,. Surety, and Redeemer of all
whom the Father had given Him in His predestinating love and choice
of them. His d.eath was to be one of the greatest (if not the greatest)
events of earth and time, having in view the dignity of His PeTson,
the greatness and depth of His Bufferings, the efficacy and huits
thereof, the complete and the eternal salvstion of the millions which
constitute the elect of mankind. As saith a versifier in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, 1777,
H

Every soul of man by sinning,
l\lerits everlasting pain;

But Thy 10Ye, without beginning,
Formed and tix'd salvation's plan.
Countless millions
Shall in life through Jesus, reign."
The whole of Isaiah liii. is the fixed determinate will and decree of
a Triune J ehovah concerning the Eternal Son of God incarnate as the
Almighty Sin-bearer of His people. Yea, His determinate will, counsel
and decree before time and in eternity past (as dear Dr. Hawker
suggests) could not be defeated by any event of time. Now Judas'
covetousness was not of God or from God, but from his own fallen,
corrupt, depraved nature; and yet the acting of that sin in his heart,
mind and will, and acting towards Christ in the days of His flesh, were
the means, the designed, yea, the decreed and determined means in
the chain of God's providence, most wise and holy, to bring about the
sufferings and death of Christ, wherein and whereby He made a full
and complete atonement for the sins of His people. They were chosen
in Him and represented by Him. When He suffered, they also suffered
in Him. When He died, they also died in Him (Rom. vi. 10, 11).
Could such a great and glorious event be in the smallest, in the
remotest degree, left to a peradventure ~ Could it in any wise be left
to the fickle will of such an unstable, changeable creature as fallen
man ~ No, this great event and every agent connected with it-Judas,
the Jews with their Scribes, Pharisees and rulers, Caiaphas, Pilate,
the Gentiles, and the Devil and his hosts, the rulers of the darkness
in high places, were each and all under the secret, powerful, and absolute
control of God to do what His hand and His counsel determined before
to be done (Acts. iv. 28). Had these known God's great design in it,
they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. All_the sin, guilt,
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and great transgression of it was their's, not God's. All the love,
mercy, grace, and Covenant faithfulness iu it was Jehovah's. His is the
honour and His the glory. It was a witty invention, for in the thing
wherein they dealt proudly (see Matt. xxi. 38) He was above them.
"Woe be unto that man," said Jesus. And, said Peter, "Him,
being delivered by the. determinate counsel aud foreknowledge of
God, ye have taken and by wicked hands have crucified and slain "
(Acts ii. 23).
This is indeed" a great sight," to see Jehovah, glorious in holiness,
decreeing this event to be brought about, done and accomplished, by
wicked hands of men and the powerful promptings of devils called
the power of darkness (ver. 53). Jehovah was thus seen" declaring
the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that
(till then) were not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I
will do all My pleasure" (Isa. xlvi. 10). It was His pleasure, and He
is to be seen in the doing of it in high and holy sovereignty far above
creatures, for while all the sin is theirs and they are accountable to
God therefor, including the chief doer of the text, Judas, yet high
above them all is God. It was not you that did it, that sent me
hitheI', said Joseph, to his guilty, sinning, erring, but forgiven brethren,
but God (Gen. xlv. 8). The same thing is not a whit less true here
in this far greater and stupendors work of providence and act of
great and mighty grace. Would Jehovah the Spirit have given the
Church of God the prediction concerning Judas in Psalm cix. and
~Jso the prophecy by Zechariah (xi. 13) of the things that concerned
Jesus, and then hang their certain accomplishment on a permissive
decree 1 Would He have said, I will now suspend every operation
that is peculiar to Me in the directing of events, and stand by and
see whether they will give a finishing touch to effect'My cotmsels of old 1
It is determined, said Jesus, that the Son of man go on, forward, into,
through, and out of all that is written in the prophets concerning Him,
until these have an end. But how shall all these prophecies be made
good, apart from" an hour" given to His adversaries" and the power
of darkness" to do all that is their mind and will and desire in showing
in detail suoh indignities, suoh oruelty, and suoh determination to kill,
Oluoify, and destroy Jesus 1 They could only be done and accom·
plished tmder the speoial direotion of the same J ehovah Who doeth
His will in the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants of the
earth, and Whose will in the minutest details thereof is founded in
an absolute decree. His will and purpose are confirmed every day
we live, and all through time, and manifested in the whole earth being
full of His glory, whioh glory cannot be seen but in the light of His
Word and by the Holy Spirit's enlightening grace. Paul caught a
glimpse of it when he oried out, " Oh the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out." His eternal decrees are indeed
mountains of brass, and all nations before Him are as nothing, and
they are counted to Him less than nothing, and vanity.
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Hidden in the clefts of the Rock, the Person and Righteousness of
Jesus, His Spirit-taught saints worship, adore, reverence, and praise
that Lord Who hath "made all things for Himself: yea, even the
wicked for the day of evil" (Prav. xvi. 4).
I am, my dear Friend, Yours affectionately in the Truth,
Birkenhead.
G. A.
FAITH THE GIFT OF GOD.
To the Editor 0/ THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR SIR,-I am very thankful you have again reprinted the wonderful display of God's grace in the conversion of the Rev. Robert W-allrer,
such a clear proof that IT IS of God. I enclose a copy of an unpublished
letter I found among my collection. I knew a man some years ago
who was brought to a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, from
hearing him preach at Bartlow, a village in Cambridgeshire (it would
be after his enlightenment), and the man and his wife lived a number
of years as followers of the truth, though I do not know if Mr. Walker
was ever aware of the fact. At the present day there are several of
their children" walking in truth" (2 John, 4th verse), as doubtless
there are many others in Lincolnshire and in other parts, who were
and are seals to his faithful ministry. I have seen it stated that he
was such a lover of, and searcher of, God's Word that he wore out
several copies, which, when too dilapidated to nse, he l'everently
buried. "Thy Word is very pure, therefore Thy servant loveth it "
(Psa. cxix. 140). "Thy Word is true from the beginning." "For
Thou has magnified Thy Word above all Thy Name" (Psa. cxxxviii. 2).
I am, Dear Sir, Yours sincerely,
" JABEZ."

llJrotcl:Hnnt

~cacon.

PROTESTANT POINTS.
IlL-THE FALSE DOCTRINE OF TRANSUBSTANTIATION.
IN the false doctrine of Transubstantiation it is asserted that when
the" priest" in the Mass consecrates the wafer-bread and the wine,
they are changed into the very body, blood, soul, and divinity of the
Lord Jesns Christ! But there is no wan-ant whatever in Holy Scriptme for this fearful teaching, leading as it does to the most insidious
and specious form of idolatry-" Idolatry to be abhon-ed by all
faithful Christians" (C. of E. Book of Common Prayer).
The doctrine is founded, mainly, upon a misinterpretation of our
Lord's words at the Last Supper, viz., " This is my body." It is my
aim in this paper to show that the meaning of these words is not, This
is changed into My body, as is implied in the doctrine of transubstantiation, but simply, "This REPRESENTS or SIGNIFIES My body."
1. For if our Lord had intended to convey the meaning which the
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upholders of the doctrine of Transubstantiation contend for, there
was another Greek word available, and which He would naturally
and necessarily have used to express such a change (a part of the
verb yil'0fLa' [ginomai] to become, and not the third person singular
present of d"l [eimi] to be, which is never used in this sense); and
since the Lord did not use this word, it is clear that no change was
implied.
2. The verb to be (E,"i) is constantly used in Holy Scripture to
express represents, symbolizes, or signifies, and is without doubt so
used in the sentences: "This is My body" (Matt. xxvi. 26), "This
is my blood" (v. 28).
To give a few examples of this usage. In the Lord's exposition of
the parable of the tares of the field in Matt. xiii., He used it no less than
seven times to express represents or signifies: "He that 80weth the
good seed IS the Son of Man"; "The field IS the world," etc., etc.
So, 1 Cor. x. 4, " That Rock was Christ"; and GaL iv. 25, " For this
Agar is Mount Sinai in Arabia." No one would say that this means
that the woman is a mountain, but clearly the meaning is that the
woman (Agar) in the allegory represents or symbolizes the mountain
(Sinai).
,
3. The verb " To be " is similarly used in other languages, e.g., in
English, as, when looking at a photograph of the King, we say, "That
is the King," meaning his representation or photograph, and not the
King in person. In like manner, when the Lord said, "This is My
body," He meant that it symbolized, or siguified His body; and,
doubtless, His disciples so understood Him, for they would naturally
have been greatly horrified, as Jews, at the thought of literally eating
Christ's flesh and drinking His blood (see Lev. xvii. 14 and Acts xv.
29), and we cannot imagine that they would have received such an
injunction without questioning the Lord Jesus about it, either at the
time, or subsequently.
4. The words, " This is My body" have been so frequently quoted
in a wrong sense, and with the intention of conveying the meaning
This is changed into, or has become, or contains My body-as if they were
a positive proof of the Roman doctrine, or its variations, such as
consubstantiation, or the real presence-that their true import, in
which the Apostles and the early Church understood them, has been
obscured.
5. Moreover, we read in St. Luke's Gospel (chap. xxii. 20),
that when the Lord took the cup He said, "This cup is the New
Testament in My blood." Now no one imagines that the cup, or its
contents, was changed or transubstantiated into the New Testament
(i.e., Covenant), but here again it is evident that the meaning is, "This
cup represents the New Covenant in My blood." St. Paul in his
.account of the institution of the Lord's Supper in 1 Cor. xi. gives the
same words, and then several times afterwards (00. 26-28) speaks
of eating the bread and drinking the cup, proving conclusively that
there is no change, but that the bread remains bread and the wine,
Wino.
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There is one other Scripture which is sometimes brought forward
in support of the doctrine of transubstantiation, viz., John vi. 48-58.
But these words of our Lord were spoken a year before the last Passover supper, and He uses the present tense of the verb (' eat,' , eateth '),
and applies them to those then listening to Him, and therefore they
could not refer to the Lord's Supper, of which they knew nothing.
Did they refer to this ordinance, they would prove more than those
who adduce them in support of the doctrlne of Transubstantiation
would admit. For since the Lord said, "Verily, verily, I say unto
you, except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood,
ye have no life in you" (v. 53), they would exclude from salvation
all who have died without partaking of the Lord's Supper! And
since the Lord also said, "Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My
blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day"
(vv. 54-58), it would follow that every partaker of the Lord's Supper
would have eternal life ! This is so obviously the case, and so contrary
to Scripture truth, that, as Archbishop Usher points out, six noted
Papal controversialists admit that the words of Christ in this chapter
(John 6) cannot be legitimately used in favour of their doctrine of
Transubstantiation.
Of course their meaning is spiritual, according to the import of
v. 63, " The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are
life," and mean the feeding upon Him, in the heart, by faith; as a
comparison with v. 35 will show: "Jesus said unto them, I am the
bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that
believeth on Me shall never thirst," and again (v. 47), "Verily, verily,
I say unto you, He that 1::elieveth on Me hath everlasting life." These
words must necessarily harmonize with those which follow, and speak
of eating Christ, the living bread; of eating His flesh, and drinh-ing
His blood;. which latter show that the" believeth " of v. 47 implies
a heart faith-a feeding of the soul upon Christ, the true manna, "the
bread of life," " the true bread from heaven" (vv. 32, 33 and 48 to 51).
The Lord's words, then, recorded in the Gospels, viz., "This is My
body," "This is My blood," and His discourse in John vi., being
correctly interpreted, the doctrine of Transubstantiation, as well as
such other modifications of it as "Consubstantiation," and "The
Real Presence," are shown to have no warrant from Holy Scripture,
but are on Scripture grounds confuted.
ROBERT

J.

NOYES.

Lloydminster (Sasle.), Canada.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE new number of the Quarterly Record contains a portrait and sketch
of our late esteemed friend, Mr. George Alexander,. of Birkenhead,
whose writings were for so many years a feature of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. Other illustrations and articles make up an issue of
unusual interest. Copies will be sent, post free, on application.
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All the pensioners have recently received a special grant of lOs. each
from the Society's funds, and in these difficult days the gift has been
a welcome addition. Many letters of grateful acknowledgment have
been received.
The Institution has sustained a loss by the passing away of Mr.
Samuel Combridge, for 20 years the valued Local Hon. Secretary
at Brighton. The progress of the Auxiliary there owes much, under
God, to the unwearied work of our late dear friend. Mr. Isaac Farncombe has kindly undertaken the duties of the office.
A new illustrated booklet, "The Day is Far Spent," is in the hands
of the printers; it is suitable for enclosure in letters and will be
supplied at a small charge for that purpose.
A pensioner writes-" Wnat a lovely surprise the extra money was
to me. It has made a pair of warm boots possible; so badly needed
and seeming so out of reach. I am afraid, being pinched by the hard
times, I was feeling a little sad and doubtful; but this gave me such a
lifting up, for I seemed to hear the words, 'Lacked ye anytking 1 '
and I could joyfully reply, 'Notking, Lord, but more faitk and
patience, and a truly thankful heart for all Thy mercies to me'."

It\ruirw£> aUll j}1oticc£> of )Sooka,
HISTORY OF GOWER STREET CHAPEL, LONDON. By ERNEST S.
MARRIOTI. Pp. 131. Price 3s. Postage 6d.' (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus,
London, E.C. 4. Or, of The Deacons, Gower Street Memorial
Chapel, 166, Shaftesbury Avenue, London, W.C.)
This is a well-got-up volume containing a deeply interesting account
of the history of the well-known Gower Street Chapel. That Chapel
was opened in 1820 and its Centenary Services were held in 1920,
The first part of the volume contains the history of the Chapel, and
the second part contains a Sermon by the late Mr Edward Can, of
Bath, preached on Friday, April 27th, 1917, on the occasion when the
Church, which had met at Gower Street, began to meet at the" Gower
Street Memorial Chapel" in Shaftesbury Avenue. This sermon is
followed by three other sermons preached at the Centenary Services
held on Friday, July 9th, 1920. The preachers on this memorable
occasion were 1I'l:r. J. E. Hazelton, Mr. John Booth, and Mr. J. K.
Popham. The names of these preachers will be sufficient guarantee
that the testimony given was helpful and sowld. A beautiful tone
and spirit pervade the volume, and we are assmed that" There has
never been more of a spirit of love and wlity " amongst the people of
God worshipping at Gower Street "than that which exists at the
present time." That is a cause of praise to the TriW1e 'Jehovah. The
volume is beautifully illustrated with twenty-seven portraits and views,
We feel sure that a large number wiil be glad to pmchase and read
this interesting history.

