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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co-Trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1921, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
SOME

They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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SPIRITUAL OAUTION, OOONB&L t AND OOIfl'OILT.

.. Who comforteth WI in all our tribulntion. that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are e<>rnforted of God."-2 OOR. I. 4.

THE TREE OF LIFE.
" And out of the flround nw.de the Lord God io grow every tree that is
pleasant to the sight, and good f01· food,. the tree of life also in
the midst of the garden."-GEN. ii. 9.

THE first tree mentioned by name in the Bible is " the tree of life "
(Gen. n. 9), and the last tree mentioned by name in the Bible is
" the tree of life " (Rev. xxii. 14). The only other book in the Bible
in which the tree of life is mentioned is the Book of Proverbs. The
chief passage in that book is chapter three and the eighteenth verse,
where of Wisdom it is said, " She is a tree of life to them that lay
hold upon her: and happy is everyone that retaineth her." As
Wisdom is another name for CHRIST, "in Whom are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge," we may speak of Him as a
tree of life to them who by grace lay hold upon Him, and happy.is
everyone that retaineth Him. Moreover, we may rightly regard
the tree of life in the garden of Eden as typical of CHRIST, 'Vho is
"the way, the truth, and the life." Thus CHRIST as the Tree of
life meets our gaze in the beginning, in the middle and at the end
of the Bible. There is no life apart from Him. We might summarize the teaching of the whole Bible in the words, "GOD hath
given to us eternal life, and this life is in His SON. He that hath
the SON hath life; and he that hath not the SON of GOD hath not
life" (1 John v. 11, 12).
We propose in the LORr:'S name to ask our readers to think with
us first of the literal tree of life, secondly of CHRIST as the Tree of
life now, and lastly of CHRIST as the Tree of life hereafter.
1. Let us think of the literal tree of life.

Two trees are mentioned by name as being in the garden of Eden,
" the tree of life" and" the tree of knowledge of good and evil."
We know nothing of the fruit they bore. The suggestion that the
fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil was an apple is
devoid of Scriptural foundation. All we know is that of every tree
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of the garden Adam and Eve were permitted to eat, except of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil. Of that tree GOD said, " Thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die." There are those who speak of the narrative of
the garden of Eden as figurative. Some even regard it as fabulous
and legendary. The references to this chapter in the New Testament all go to show that its narrative was regarded as literal (see
Mark ii. 27; 1 Cor. xv. 45; Matt. xix. 5; 1 Cor. vi. 16; Ephes. v.
31, compared with Gen. ii. 1-3; ii. 7; ii. 24).
We believe, therefore, in the literality of the whole narrative.
GOD could give to two of the trees in the garden names of His Own
choice. What difficulty, therefore, is there is believing that there
was a literal tree in the garden of Eden called" the tree of life " ~
This tree was Divinely-provided. It is beautiful to notice that the
LORD GOD, having formed man, prepared a home for him. He it
was Who Himself" planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there
He put the man whom He had formed." He it was Who made to
grow out of the garden every tree that was pleasant to the sight,
and good for food, including the tree of life in the midst of the
garden. Thus the tree of life was Divinely-provided. It was
apparently designed to be the means of perpetuating for ever the
life which GOD had given to man, if he continued in the path of
obedience. The anti-typical Tree of life was also Divinely-provided.
"GOD so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten SON,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John ill. 16). "CHRIST is the true Gor, and eternal
life" (1 John v. 20, 21). Apart from union with HinI we are
spiritually dead.
The tree of life was placed prominently in man's first home. It
was "in the midst of the garden." In like manner its great
Anti-type will be pre-eminently prominent in redeemed man's
heavenly home. It will be " in the midst of the paradise of GOD."
Of " that great city, the holy Jerusalem," it is written that" in the
rnidst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her
fruits every month" (Rev. ii. 7; xxii. 2).
The literal tree of life was provided for man's sustenance. It was
one of those trees which was "pleasant to the sight, and good for
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food," and of which Adam was permitted freely to eat (Gen. ii.
16, 17).

In like manner CHRIST is the food for the spiritual sustenance of
the believer. He says, " He that cometh to Me shall never hunger."
" As the living FATHER hath sent Me, and I live by the FATHER, so
he that eateth Me, even he shall live by Me" (John vi. 35, 57). We
cannot go on living except as we are nourished by CHRIST, the Bread
of life. He must ever be our spiritual portion. "I live, yet not
I, but CHRIST liveth in me." "I live by faith in the SON of GOD,
Who loved me, and gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20).
The literal tree of life was forfeited by man's sin. Through sin
man was condemned to death, and lest the sentence of GOD should
be frustrated he was shut off from the tree of life. "The LORD
GOD said, Behold, the man is become as one of Us, to know good
and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand and take also of the
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: therefore the LORD GOD
sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from
whence he was taken. So He drove out the man; and He placed
at the east of the garden of Eden cherubims, and a flaming sword
which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life" (Gen. iii.
22-24). These words suggest that Adam had not yet partaken of
the tree of life, and that as a consequence of sin he was now for ever
shut off from partaking of that tree. That great means of sustaining and continuing natural life was denied him and denied to
all his posterity. Death is thus stamped upon all Adam's posterity.
" As by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." Nothing
that we can do can prevent death from ultimately taking place.
By a careful observance of what are called " the laws of health"
life may, humanly speaking, be prolonged, but no obtainable food,
no amount of care, and no amount of medical skill can prevent
death when the appointed time comes. "It is appointed unto men
once to die." That is the inspired declaration (Heb. ix. 28). The
universal prevalence of death is the consequence of sin, and it is a
remarkable proof of the truth of the Bible. The ancient record in
the Book of Genesis of man's fall and its consequence is in full
harmony with the facts of our experience. Wherever we go we
find that man is a sinner and that death is his portion.
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2. Secondly, let us think of Christ as the tree of hfe to His people
now.

Though man is shut off from the literal tree of life, GOD, in mercy
and grace, has provided Him Whom the tree of life typified, and
there is no flaming sword to prevent a hungry soul from approaching
the LORD JESUS CHRIST. He is a tree of life to them that lay hold
upon Him: and happy is everyone that retaineth Him (see
Prov. iii. 18). CHRIST purchased dernal life for His people. He
came that His sheep might have life, and that they might have it
abundantly. He says, "I am the living bread which came down
from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever:
and the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the
life of the world" (John vi. 51). By His flesh our LORD meant His
body, and He here points to His offering Himself as a propitiatory
sacrifice for sin so as to procure life for His people. That His people
in the world at large might not perish, but have eternal life, He died
in their room and stead. He suffered the penalty of death which
their sins deserved that they might be delivered from eternal death
and might have everlasting life. Through His atoning death He
brought to nought him that had the power of death, that is, the.
devil; and He delivered His people who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bondage (see Heb. ii. 14, 15).
Thus, whereas "The wages of sin is death; the gift of GOD is
eternal life through JESUS CHRIST our LoRD" (Rom. vi. 23).
How infinite and how immeasurable is the debt we owe to our
Divine LORD and SAVIOUR. To what depths of hUIniliation and
suffering did He descend that all the members of His mystical body
might ascend to the heights of eternal glory. Infinite grace led
Him Who was rich to become poor for the sake of His people that
they through His poverty might be rich. . How can we ever forget
the debt which we owe to Him .~
" 0 thou, my soul, forget no more
The Friend who all thy misery bore;
Let every idol be forgot,
But, 0 my soul, forget Him not.
" JESUS for thee a body takes,
Thy guilt assumes, thy fetters breaks,
Discharging all thy dreadful debtAnd canst thou e'er such love forget!
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" Renounce thy works and ways with grief,
And cleave to this most sure relief;
Nor Him forget Who left His throne,
And for thy life gave up His Own."
(K'I'ishna Pal. An early Hi'lUioo convelt of Carey's).
The LORD JESUS is the Bestower ollile. His people are by nature
dead in trespasses and sins. They are therefore utterly indifferent
to the blessing He procured, and utterly helpless to impart that
blessing to themselves. But the LORD in sovereign mercy and
power comes to them and imparts life. He speaks with the voice
that wakes the dead. If Christian workers realized sufficiently the
absolutely dead condition of the sinner there would be no suggestion
in their teaching of the sinner doing his part and the SAVIOUR doing
the other part in the matter of eternal salvation. Wnen Lazarus
lay dead in the grave it cannot surely be asserted that he was able
to take any part in his own resurrection from death. Dead he was,
and dead he would have remained had not CHRIST, Who is the
Resurrection and the Life, imparted life to him. Even so, CHRIST
says, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me: and I give unto thern eternal life,. and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand" (John x. 27, 28).
The LORD JESUS does not wait till the sinner himself takes action,
else no sinner would ever be saved. How can a dead sinner approach
CHRIST? It is blessedly true that sinners do draw near to Him in
response to His gracious invitation. But how is it that they do so ?
Is it not because they have already been quickened by the HOLY
GHOS'!' '? Hence the LORD JESUS says, " No man can come to Me,
except the FATHER Which hath sent Me draw him" (John vi. 44).
Thus salvation is wholly of Divine grace. The saved sinner is
obliged to give all the glory of His salvation to Him Who is mighty
to save and Who alone saves His people from their sins. As the Tree
of life Christ also sustains the lile 01 His people. He is the Head of
the body and all life flows from Him to all His members. They
continue to live because they are kept by. Him in constant living
union with Himself. He says, " As the living FATHER hath sent
Me, and I live by the FATHER: so he that eateth Me, even He shall
live by Me" (John vi. 57). We partake of CHRIST by coming to
Him and believing on Him, and it is thus we are continually
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sustained. We live by Him. We go on living because He lives in
us. "CHRIST liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of (in) the SON of GOD, Who loved me, and
gave Himself for me" (Gal. ii. 20). The late Dean Law says, " At
the beginning Adam was endowed with this Life, and the preservation of it was entrusted to his own vigilance. But he was soon
despoiled! The devil came. His crafty art prevailed. Our first
parent yielded, and was bereft of this inestimable boon. This Life
is no more left to mortal custody. The second Adam undertakes
to hold it in sure keeping. 'Our Life is hid with CHRIST in GOD.'
(Col. iii. 3). Thus His sheep shall never perish, and none shall
ever pluck them out of His hand. The believer rejoices in Life
nourished and securely guarded" (Gleanings from the Book of
Life, p. 146).
3. Thirdly, let us think of Christ as the Tree 0/ life to His people
hereafter.
Our LORD is now with His FATHER in the heavenly paradise.
It is His intention to return from heaven to bring His people to the
mansions or abiding places of His FATHER'S house. " I will come

again," He says, " and receive you unto-Myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also" (John xiv. 3). The prospect before the
redeemed people of GOD is to be for ever with the LORD Who
redeemed them. He is to be their everlasting portion. This
seems to be the meaning of the promise given to overcomers in
Rev. ii. 7. "To Him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree
of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of GOD." CHRIST as
the Tree of life will still be His people's portion, and then, "they
shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads"
(Rev. xxii. 4). What greater joy is there for the bride than to be
with the Bridegroom 1 When the Divine Bridegroom rejoices over
the bride, how can she do otherwise than rejoice in Him 1 To have
Him as her eternal portion will indeed be heaven for the bride.
Blessed indeed will be the experience then of the Church of GOD
which the Divine REDEEMER hath purchased with His blood.
" Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have the
right to come to the Tree of life, and may enter in by the gates
into the city" (Rev. xxii. 14, R.V.),
There is another reference to the Tree of life in connection with
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the future. We read of the New Jerusalem that" In the midst of
the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of
life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit
every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations" (Rev. xxii. 2). We realize that amongst our readers
there will be different interpretations of this verse. We would
only say that some interpretators who believe in what is called
the Millennium, consider that this verse sets forth spiritual healing
which CHRIST will impart to large numbers of the peoples of the
earth during that period. In other words, those who are saved
during that period will be saved or healed by His stripes in precisely the same way as others are saved or healed now. There is
only One SAVIOUR, and one way of salvation. All the saved
eventually constitute one Church of GOD, and whether they were
saved in the past, or are being saved in the present, or whether they
shall be saved in days yet to come, their salvation is only and
altogether through the healing and cleansing efficacy of His blood.
We do not, however, dwell on this point. The vital question is,
" Is He the Tree of life to me 1 "
"Water of life: of life the Tree:
The Bread of life, art Thou to me !
The Light of life, the Living Way,
The Sun of everlasting day!
" The Rock of strength, the Corner Stone,
The Branch of GOD, Plant of Renown,
The Morning Star, the Precious Pearl,
The' Chiefest,' and 'the All in All' ! "
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,
(Thomas Houghton).

A YOUNG lady who was converted asked her pastor if she could not
dance, as she felt sure it was all right. He said, "Go, if you feel that
you can serve your Master, and if you can, while there, ask your partner
if he is a Christian." The girl was sure she could, so went to the dance.
But she found it very difficult to ask her partner about his soul. However, she felt she must keep her word, so late in the evening she said
to him, "Are you a Christian 1" "No," he said, in a very surprised
tone, "are you 1" "Yes," she replied slowly. "Then what in the
world are you doing here 1" was his question. This is the attitude of
the worldly towards what Christians should do.-The Sunday School
Times, U.S.A.
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A PROPHET'S FAITH.
" So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was
found upon him, because he believed in his God."-DANIEL vi. 23.

" AND what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell
of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of J ephthah; of
David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: who through faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises,
stopped the nlouths of lions (Heb. xi. 32, 33). We direct our readers'
attention specially to the words, " Who though fat'th . . . stopped
the mouths of lions." When the author of the Epistle to the
Hebrews wrote these words he doubtless had in mind three notable
men whose histories are given in the Old Testament. The first
instance is that of Samson. Of him it is written that "Behold,
a young lion roared against him. And the Spirit of the Lord came
mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have rent a kid,
and he had nothing in his hand" (Judges xiv. 5, 6). Through faith
Samson stopped the mouth of a lion. The case of David is the next
instance. There came a lion and took a lamb out of the flock
which David was shepherding. David went out after him and
smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose
against him, David caught him by his beard, and smote him, and
slew him (see 1 Sam. xvii. 35-37). It was the Lord Who delivered
David out of the paw of the lion, and He did so in response to
David's faith. Daniel is the next notable instance. He was cast
into the den of lions, but Daniel's God sent His angel and shut the
lions' mouths, and the secret of his marvellous deliverance was his
faith. He believed in his God. Through faith, then, these Old
Testament saints stopped the mouths of lions. It does not often
happen that God's people are confronted with literal lions, but
they are all in frequent peril from their adversary the devil, who,
" as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour."
We must not be afraid, however, of this Satanic lion. "Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you." We are bidden to resist him
" steadfast in the faith." Through faith we may stop the mouth of
this lion-like spiritual enemy. As John Newton says,
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" The LORD is still the same..\. mighty Shield and Tower;
And they who trnst His name
Are guarded by His power;
He can the rage of lions tame,
And bear them harmless through the flame."

It is well to observe in these days of Higher Criticism that the
inspired writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews had no hesitation in
believing in the miraculous deliverances of men like Samson, David,
and Daniel. That eleventh chapter of his Epistle from which we
have quoted is full of references to Old Testament narratives and to
Old Testament saints. Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac,
J acob, Sarah, J oseph, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson,
J ephthah, David, and Samuel are all specifically mentioned, and
their histories are referred to as genuine, authentic, accurate, and
fully reliable. The record of these saints is found in Genesis,
Exodus, Joshua, Judges, and the books of Samuel, and the truth
of the narratives is received without any questioning. Whatever
present-day critics may say we are surely safe, dear readers, in
believing what Christ and His apostles believed.
Returning to the passage which stands at the head of these
'Wayside Notes,' let us think of Daniel's God and the faith which
Daniel reposed in Him. No manner of hurt was found upon Daniel
"because he believed in his God."
1. First, think 01 the God in Whom Daniel believed.
(i) He was the God Whom Daniel served.
When Daniel was about to be flung to the lions the king said to
him, " Thy God Whom thou sm'vest continually, He will deliver thee."
Again, when the king came next morning to the den and found that
Daniel was still alive and well, he said, " 0 Daniel, servant 01 the
living God, is thy God, Whom thou servest continually, able to deliver
thee from the lions? " (verses 16, 20). What a beautiful testimony
given by a heathen monarch! Daniel was known to be " a servant
of the living God." He was no secret disciple. He did not hide
his light under a bushel. He was not only known as the prime
minister of the kingdom and as a faithful servant of King Darius,
but he was known as a " servant of the living God." He was so
out-and-out on the Lord's side that he was known as one who
without doubt served the Lord. To serve God is one of the great
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marks of a saved man. "Saved to serve" is a phrase which
expresses the true order of the experience of a servant of God. He
is first saved by Divine grace, through faith in the blood and
righteousness of Christ, and then, having been delivered out of the
hand of his spiritual enemies, he serves God " in holiness and
righteousness, all the days of his life" (Luke i. 74, 75). Conversion
first, then service. This was true of the Thessalonian saints. They
" turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; and
to wait for His Son from heaven, Whom He raised from the dead,
even Jesus, Which delivered us from the wrath to come" (1 Thess. i.
9, 10). What need there is, dear Christian readers, that there
should be no possibility of doubt as to our being true servants of
God! We need to give diligence to make our calling and election
sure-sure to ourselves and sure to those around us. Our life,
walk and conversation should be such that all with whom we come
into contact will have no doubt that we are servants of the living
God. Moreover, they should be able to say of us that our God is
One Whom we serve continually. We read of Enoch that he
" walked with God three hundred years" (Gen. v. 22). There you
have continuity of service. From morning till night and from
night till morning; when busy and when at leisure; always the
believer should seek to serve the Lord. Whatsoever he does,
whether he eats or drinks, he should seek to do all to the glory of
God. The God Whom Daniel trusted was a God Whom he served.
(ii) Secondly, he was a compassionate God.
God takes a special and tender interest in those who serve Him.
His delight is in them that fear Him and that hope in His mercy.
Daniel was a captive in a strange land. He had been torn from
his country and made to journey from his own land to distant
Babylon. No record is given of the mental and physical trials he
must have suffered in consequence. But when he is first brought
to our notice in Babylon we find him serving God with his conscience. He purposed not to "defile himself with the portion of
the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank." In taking
this courageous stand he was exposing himself to danger, but he
honoured God and God honoured him. Hence we read, "Now
God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the
prince of the eunuchs" (Dan. i. 9). Here was Divine compassion
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and sympathy for Daniel. Daniel knew that in trusting in God he
was trusting in a God Who tenderly sympathized with him in all
his circumstances and trials. This is God's character in relation to
believers now. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame" (Psalm
ciii. 13, 14).
How touching and cheering it is to read of God's tenderness and
compassion towards Daniel!
(iii) Thirdly, Daniel trusted in a prayer-bearing God.
'¥hen the decree went forth from Nebuchadnezzar that all the
wise men of Babylon should be slain, Daniel's life was in danger.
Daniel knew, however, that God could answer prayer and even
reveal secrets. He therefore requested his three companions to
desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning the king's dream
and its interpretation. "Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel
in a night vision," and he blessed and praised God for answering
the prayers of himself and his friends. This was a remarkable
answer to prayer, a wonderful display of Divine power. Daniel
would remember this when he was in danger of being flung'to the
lions; and when he "kneeled upon his knees three times a day,
and prayed" we doubt not that he would again desire mercies of
the God of heaven. We would again seek for Divine intervention
on his behalf. His faith in God would be stimulated by the recollection of His past goodness in answering prayer, and he would
reason in his own mind that the God Whom he served and trusted
could again deliver in answer to believing prayer. It is a great
encouragement to faith to know that He in Whom we trust is a
God Whose ears are open to His people's prayers. "He will fulfil
the desire of them that fear Him: He also will hear their cry and
will save them" (Psalm cxlv. 19; Dan. ii. 17-19,23; vi. 10).
(iv) Fourthly, Daniel trusted in an Omnipotent God.
Daniel must have known of his three companions being cast
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. He must have been
aware of the wonderful display of Divine omnipotence in their
deliverance. That deliverance filled Nebuchadnezzar with astonishment. He and his princes, governors and captains "saw these
men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of
their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell
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of fire had passed on them" (Dan. ill. 27). Who but an omnipotent
God could have thus" quenched the violence of fire"? This is the
God 'Whom Daniel trusted. "There is no other God that can
deliver after this sort," and if Daniel's God delivered his servants
from the burning fiery furnace, He could also deliver Daniel from
being devoured by lions. God's people need to bring the facts of
history to bear upon their difficulties and trials. Modernists and
higher critics may smile at what they regard as our credulity.
They may marvel that people of intelligence can believe the marvellous works which God hath done. Let them marvel and let them
smile. We still believe in a God with 'Whom nothing is impossible.
Our God in Whom we trust" is able to do exceeding abundantly
above all that we ask or think" (Ephes. iii. 20) .
.(v) Fifthly, Daniel trusted in a ruling God.
We mean by this that Daniel's confidence was placed in a God
Who was actually governing His Own world and exercising His
power on behalf of His Own people. Even the powers that be are
ordained of God. They hold their position under His unseen
arrangement. Daniel knew' that by the decree of the Most High
even the great King Nebuchadnezzar was deposed from his kingly
throne, " till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom
of men, and that He appointeth over it whomsoever He will"
(Dan. v. 20, 21). Daniel, therefore, trusted in a God Who
" removeth kings, and 'setteth up kings," and in a God Who really
exercises His sovereignty in the world which He has created.
Hence Daniel was aware that His God knew all about the peril he
was in, and that if it pleased Him He could and would frustrate
the wicked designs of his enemies.
Settle it in your minds, 0 ye children of God, that your God
reigneth. He" worketh all things after the counsel of His Own
will," and He maketh all things work together for the good of His
people. It is an immense comfort to know and to realize that the
Lord reigneth. He can never be deposed from His kingly throne,
nor will He ever abdicate.
2. Think, now, of the faith which Daniel reposed in His God.
He believed in the God Whom he served. He trusted in His
compassion, in His promises, and in His power. He had faith in
the living God Who giveth us richly all things to enj oy.
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(i) Observe first that he trusted in his God when things were very
dark.
Things do get dark at times in our experience. We may sometimes have to walk in darkness and have no light on our path.
Things were dark for Daniel when his enemies conspired to bring
about his ruin. His high position did not preserve him from trial.
The king had preferred him above the presidents and the princes,
but his very exalted position made him the object of the jealousy
and enmity of those who were under him. Presidents and princes
conspired together to influence the king to issue a decree "that
whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days"
save of the king himself should be cast into the den of lions. Ignorant
of the evil design which these men had in mind, the king" signed
the writing and established the decree," Daniel knew that the
writing had been signed. He knew that the decree was unalterable. Humanly speaking, therefore, if he remained faithful to God
death would soon be his portion, But by faith he still " kneeled
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanl{s.
before his God, as he did aforetime." He still believed in His God.
He still sought His aid. He still thanked Him for mercies. He
still trusted in His goodness, His love, His wisdom, and His power'..
He trusted in Him in the darkness. What an example he is to us !
May we have grace to trust in the name of the Lord and stay upon
our God when things are dark.
(ii) Secondly, he trusted in his God when his case seemed absolutely
hopeless.
There was the bare possibility that Daniel's regular prayer in his
own house would not be noticed, until it became known there
was hope of escaping the awful consequences of the decree. Daniel's
enemies,. however, gathered to the neighbourhood of his house.
Throwing away the restraints of good manners and etiquette they
peered through the open window of his chamber. They" found
Daniel praying and making supplication before his God." They
caught him in the very act. Daniel doubtless saw them and
heard their rude voices, and he now knew that they were aware
that he had disobeyed the king's decree. In a few short hours,
therefore, he would be seized and cast into the den of lions. However friendly the king was towards him he would be obliged to
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carry out the terms of the decree. There was thus but a step
between him and death. Humanly speaking, his case was absolutely hopeless. His enemies hastened to the king, reminded him
of the decree and charged Daniel with disregarding it. The king
" was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to
deliver him," but all in vain. The king was relentlessly reminded
of the unalterable character of the law of the Medes and Persians.
Unwillingly he was obliged to give the order for Daniel's apprehension and punishment. "And they brought Daniel, and cast
him into the den of lions." Daniel, however, was marvellously
enabled to still trust in His God, and God greatly honoured his
faith. The mouth of the den was closed with a stone. The stone
was sealed "that the purpose might not be changed concerning
Daniel," and the great prophet and minister of state was, humanly
speaking, handed over to the uncontrolled power of the lions.
Daniel, however, believed in a God Who "changeth times and
seasons" (ii. 21), he believed in a God" IVho doeth according to
His will" (iv. 35), and with vVhom nothing is impossible. That
God had power over the lions. That God restrained their savage
nature. That God" delivered Daniel from the power of the lions"
(vi. 27). When the king, after a sleepless night, came very early
in the morning in haste to the den of lions he found Daniel alive
and well, and with a lamentable voice he cried to Daniel, as he
peered into the den, and said, " 0 Daniel, servant of the living God,
is thy God, Whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from
the lions?" Daniel was able to answer, " My God hath sent His
angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me."
What a marvellous deliverance! What a wonderful response to
faith in the living God!
" So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt
was found upon him, because he believed in his God." Are we true
servants of the living God, dear readers? If so, let us trust in Him.
Of Daniel, John Newton says,
" Trusting in God, he feared not men,
Though threatened with the lion's den."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,
(Thmnas Houghton).
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'3ilgtim l!Japets.
WELLSPRINGS.

"And in the nwming, rising up a great while befoj'e day, He went out,
and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed."-MARK i. 35.
OUR Blessed Lord had been teaching in the synagogne and working
some of His wondrous miracles in the city of Capernaum. When we
consider for one moment the full hours of His daily life and ministry,
the multitudes which day by day thronged Him, and the virtue which
went forth from His sacred Person in healing and restoring and in forgiving sin, we can better enter into the statement of John, "Jesus
being wearied." Yes, the Man of Sorrows knew little else than being
weary. He was bearing the burden of His people's sins, that awful
mountain load of sins. He was stricken and afflicted. From the
moment He left His Father's glory and laid aside His own inherent
glory as Son of God and became Man for us, He knew at what a cost
He had become our Substitute. "No room for Him in the inn" at
His birth, He was cradled in a manger, and soon, under the edict of
Herod, He is seen with His parents fleeing into Egypt. From early
childhood and up to the time of manhood we get glimpses of His privation and humble life. And then! when His ministry commences,
still we find Him a stranger, " despised and rejected of men."
He, the Lord and Creator of all, had no home! When the thought
arises in His disciples' minds and puzzles them, and they inquire of
Him, "Master, where dwellest Thou 1" what is the answer Jesus
gives them 1 Simply this: "Come and see"; and "they came and
saw where He dwelt." Scripture is silent on the point. Where did
He dwell 1 What home was provided for Him Who" held sway over
all the world as His own creation" 1 His own words answer us. "Foxes
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man hath
not where to lay His Head." Oh, there were times when Jesus was
very weary, and He would doubtless, as occasion arose, turn in to the
home of some of His loved friends. Bethany was often His resort.
He would identify Himself with His brethren. And He would retire
also from the busy world. On this occasion He had been teaching in
their synagogues-and the hearers were" amazed, insomuch that they
questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this 1 What new
doctrine is this 1 For with authority commandeth He even the unclean
spirits and they do obey Him. And immediately His fame spread
abroad," so that He turns into Peter's humble dwelling for retirement
and rest. More frequently His resort was the mount of Olives, where
He would spend whole nights in prayer to His Father. As night drew
on and" every man went to his own house, Jesus went to the mount of
Olives." He had the burden of our sins on Him. He needed as Man
to have frequent recourse to His Heavenly Father. He would be
much in council concerning His people; and His Church was always
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on His Heart of Love. He loved her unutterably. He had her
Redemption and Eternal Life to secure with His own blood. He had
entered into Covenant on her behalf, and He must and would at all
costs "finish the work the Father had given Him to do" and for
which He had Covenanted. "Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for her." But meanwhile, as Man, He had to betake Himself to
His Father, and we know a little, though we can comprehend so very
very little of what He must have suffered with agony of mind, as we
read such Scriptures as Heb. v. 7, " Who in the days of His flesh, when
He had offered up prayers and supplications, with strong cryings and
tears, uuto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was heard in
that He feared."
Oh, what does that speak to us of the infinite suffering of the sinless
Saviour, Who would spend whole nights in prayer to His Father concerning the work He came to accomplish, Who in the garden cried
thrice in agony of soul, " Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
Me."

His Father saw how tremendous was the strain upon His wellbeloved Son, and He sent" an angel to strengthen Him." How awful
was the load which He was bearing. How must He have suffered!
It shows us how He needed, as the suffering Saviour, to betake Himself
often to His Father and spend the solitary hours of the night alone
with His God. It was on these occasions that He gathered, as man, the
Divine strength. He sought to meet the needs of the coming hours
and dayR, and that He might overthrow Appolyon, and endure" such
contradiction of sinners against Himself." This communion with His
Father led Him to declare, " I do nothing of Myself." Thns, as on the
occasion to which our text refers, Jesus left the humble abode which
had been graced by His Presence that night, and which had been the
scene of His healing and restoring mercy and power. Another gracious
hint also we gather from the sacred narrative suggesting how we are
called upon to "bear one another's burdens and so fulfil the law of
Christ." Doubtless Peter's wife was very weary and worn. She had
been nursing her mother through weary days of fever and weakness,
and anyone who has had the care of a sick room knows what are the
demands upon strength and patience. But now, Jesus, the Divine
Healer, is in the abode, and quickly restores the sufferer to health, with
the immediate result, " she arose and ministered unto them." How
perfect is the work of the God Man! No weary stages of convalescence,
no slow recovery; but He spake and it was done. The fever-stricken
patient is immediately raised from abject weakness to strength that she
can take the place of the weary nursing daughter, and minister to the
household, as also to have the high and holy privilege of waiting upon
her Divine Lord and Master. Jesus never does things by halves. His
work is entire, perfect, complete, gracious, and compassionate. But
the Holy One of God, Who went about doing good, is " as a stranger
and a wayfaring man who turneth aside but to tarry for the night."
Ai; the morning dawns, He must again be on His mission, His
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Father's business. But before the work of the day begins, He will
seek His Father's face and hold communion with Him. He will
retire to some solitary place alone with His God and gather strength
for all that lies before Him. With authority could He indeed say, "I
speak to the world those things which I have heard of Him."
What need have you and I to lay this lesson to heart! What a loss
we suffer all day if we have not first sought our Heaveuly Father's
face!
11

Ere each morning breaketb,

I would see Thy face."
Ere we leave our chambers, what need have we to seek for grace
and help, promise and precept, pre-eminent mercy and preserving grace.
We know not what lies before us in its untrodden path, and untried
hours. It is our wisdom then to put ourselves and all that concerns us
into the Hands of our Father and to seek His wisdom, guidance, help,
and blessing. If we would be kept from temptation and preserved
from falling we need to put ourselves in His Hands and beg of Him to
uphold and go before us. There may be some very crooked things in
our path, some foul plot of the arch enemy of souls, some sudden burst
of a cloud of sorrow, some unexpected disappointment, unkind action
or false step, and well we need to take heed to the apostolic exhortation,
" Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God." Thus we shall
withstand the fiery darts of the enemy who is ever watching for our
overthrow. Throughout the Scriptures runs the teaching of aloneness
with God. The work of grace is individual and select. Jesus and the
sinner, the Divine Healer and the sin-sick soul, must come into contact.
The blind man is led out of the town ere Jesus restores his sight.
That woman who was a great sinner, and hauled into His Presence
by the self-righteous Scribes and Pharisees, finds herself presently
"alone with Jesus in the midst." The self-convicted accusers go out
one by one, none daring to tell the lic to the sinless Holy One.
None can cast the stone at the adulterous sinner who finds herself
alone with Jesus; alone for gracious dealing and forgiving mercy;
alone in the stillness to hear the wonderful words of love, "Neither do
I condemn thee; go, and sin no more."
He would put them all out of the room who ,. laughed Him to scorn "
before He will take the father and the mother and give his little
daughter again, a living child, back to Jairus.
y es~J esus taught by His example that if we would be strengthened
in our souls, if we would glorify our God during the day, we must seek
His Face; yes, and that even" a great while before day," so soon does
the morning and its legion claims crowd in upon us, and the mind
becomes so engrossed with the duties of the perishing things of time.
Caroline Fry writes very sweetly and truly :U

And here was One on earth, I ween,

Had little need to pray,
And all that was, was His to give,
Lord of a boundless sway.
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He prayed not with intent to change
His Father's high decree,
Nor had He need to ask in prayer
The thing He meant should be.
Yet Jesus prayed, and ea.rth received
Her Maker's bended knee;
Gethsemane resounds the cry,
The groan of agony."

It was His tender compassion for and sympathy with His disciples
that led Jesus to say, " Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place
and rest awhile." It was no desert to them where Jesus was. But He
Who loved the solitude has taught His children that if they would get
strength for their daily callings, strength to meet the difficulties of the
day, strength to combat Satan's wiles and temptations, strength to
walk boldly and righteously, strength to glorify their Father in Heaven,
they must remember, and seek for grace to follow their great Example,
Who " in the morning, rising up a great while before day, went out,
and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed." Beloved, rest
assured that He Who heareth in secret will reward thee openly.
Lynton, N. Deton.
R.

Sermon£' nnll N oU£' of ,Sermon£'.
"IS JESUS CHRIST GOD 1 "
By THE RE,'. F. PEACOCK, RD., INCUMBENT OF TRINITY CHURCH,
BuxToN.
A MOST important question. The deity of our Lord Jesus Christ is
being assailed on every hand to-day. Not only are men attacking
the UIt'iUen Word, but they are attacking the living Word. It shows
the appalling lengths to which apostasy from truth can carry people.
Now, there is one thing v..hich puts the Deity of Christ beyond all
question, viz., His resurrection from the dead. That great fact proves
that Jesus Christ was all that He claimed to be. What did He claim
to be 1 He claimed to be GOD. He claimed to have existed before
Abraham. He spoke of the glory which He had with the Father
before the world was. He claimed to be absolutely without sin. He
claimed to be able to give life. " Ye will not come to Me that ye
might have life." "Who can forgive sins but God only 1" asked
the scribes. Yet the Lord Jesus exercised that prerogative. "Son,"
He said, "be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven thee." He claimed
to be the Judge of all mankind, a claim which would have been the
height of bla£phemy if He had been a mere man. There is no doubt
at all that Christ claimed to be God. He put Himself on an equality
with God, for He said, "I and the Father are One." The Jews were
continually demanding from Him a sign to prove that He was what
He claimed to be. The only sign He gave to them was the sign of
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the Resurrection. Speaking of His sacred body He said, "Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it again." In other words,
My resurrection will establish all My claims. His enemiesldid not
forget that saying, and Jest the sign should come true, they had the
sepulchre carefully guarded by soldiers. But all their efforts were in
vain. On the first Easter morning, the Son of God came forth victorious from the tomb, and as Paul tells us in Rom. i. 4, He was
"declared to be the Son of God with power by the Resurrection from
the dead." The Resurrection did not make Him to be the Son of God,
but it declared or proved Him to be. If the resurrection had never
taken place, all Christ's claims would have been falsified, and the consequences to us who profess to believe in Him would be of the most
terrible character. Thank God, however, the fact of the resurrection
is proved up to the hilt; we need not have a moment's doubt about
it. "He is risen as He said." How carefully we should ponder those
solemn words in Rom. x. 9, "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved."
THE HEAVENS AND THE WORD.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE HON. AND RIGHT REV.
SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, D.D., LORD BISHOP OF CARLISLE.
PSALM xix. 1-11.
THIS beautiful Psalm is divisible into two principal portions. Each
has its separate, its appropriate burden.
The earlier portion comprises the first six verses. It tells how the
celestial bodies, in one grand chorus, unite to praise Him Who spake
them into being.
" The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth
his handywork.
"Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth
knowledge.
" There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.
" Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the
end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
" Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth
as a strong man to run a race.
" His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto
the ends of it; and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof."
And what subject shall adequately follow so majestic a theme? It
needs must be one not merely of equal, but of superior grandeur; for
so the laws of sacred poesy-the most sublime of all poesy-require.
Can any such be found? Yes, brethren,-in this most choice hymn
of the sweet singer of Israel: this little book, the Bible, containing
as it does the revelation of the mind of God, is the successor, the much
more than sufficient successor, of the spacious firmament on high.
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" The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony
of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
" The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.
" The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of
the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
" More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold:
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.
"Moreover, by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of
them there is great reward."
And truly Revelationisinfillitely worthy to be hononred'thusalongwith,
yea, and above, Creation; for, look first at the one-then at the other.
1. The heavenly bodies are, everyone of them, the handywork of God.
" When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon
and the stars, which Thou hast ordained."
And now turn from Creation to Revelation. What doth the Bible
testify of itself 1 It testifieth that" all Scripture is given by inspiration
of God."
Brethren, let us hold fast this truth in all its integrity, in all its
intensity.
The Bible is given by inspiration of God. Of the Scriptures, as a
whole, is that true, which was originally spoken but of a part of the
sacred volume :" Have I not written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge, that I might make thee know the certainty of the words of
truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth to them that
send unto thee 1 "
But, more than this, the Bible is not simply an inspired book, it
is the inspired book; as much excelling all other books in the Divinity
of its original, as God's all-pervading light of heaven excels the tiny
glimmerings of earthly art :-" For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost."
Nor let your souls be grieved, and your faith unsettled, by questionings as to the manner of inspiration. The result of the process is all
that concerns you. And the result is this,-that the Holy Ghost so
directed Isaiah, Matthew, Paul, that each word which fell from their
pen was, in very truth, not theirs, but His, So that, varying, as may
be necessary in each case, the penman's name, that can be truly
declared of all citations, which was by the Apostle Paul said of one
extract from Holy Writ :" Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,
. . . . ."
saymg
Nor listen, I pray you once more, to the suggestion that this theory,
even were its truth conceded, is, in practice, iIlusory,-for that the
transcription of the original records, by multiplied hands, has produced
so frequent and so great variety of readings, that we know not where
to recognize the primeval text.
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Brethren, it is not so. The labours of the sacred philologists of tbis
and the preceding century have been toilsome, unsparing, massive;
and their researches have issued in a full and complet<l confirmation
of this truth,-that, in respect of the guardianship of the text of Scripture, Jehovah hath wondrously made the antagonisms of Jew and
Christian on the one hand, and of heretic and orthodox on the other,
to work together for the good of His Church. Such has been their
interested vigilance, that the variations which have crept into the
manuscripts are fewer in number, and less important in character,
than those which are found in classical authors of much smaller dimensions, and whose genuineness we confidingly admit. For the most
part they leave wholly untouched the essential thoughts of the several
sentences in which they occur: while a very large proportion of them
are so extremely minute, as to be incapable of indication, when the
words are rendered, even with the most scrupulous fidelity, into
another tongue.
Wherefore, my bretlu'eu, let your resolve be that of David-" I have
stuck unto Thy testimonies: 0 Lord, put me not to shame." For,
indeed, here we have the words of the Lord, and " the words of the
Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified
seven times.
But I pass on.
2. The heav~nly bodies are appointed of God to supply the special light
in which man shall labour.
" The sun ariseth, they gather themselves together, and lay them
down in their dens. Man goeth forth unto his work and to his labour
until the evening."
Now turn from Creation to Revelation. Man has a work to
do, far more noble than that which he performs in the light of this
world.
"Labour not," saith the Lord Jesus, "for the meat which perisheth,
but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son
of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed."
It is, my brethren, in the light of Revelation, and in that light alone,
that this work can be accomplished. For note well, yet once again,
that word of St. Paul, "The holy Scriptures are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."
Yes, truly, the Scriptures are able, and the ScriptUl'es only. "For
after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God,
it pleased God, by the foolishness of preaching "-even that preaching
which is perpetuated in the writings of those inspired men who have
now put of! their tabernacles-" to save them that believe."
And yet, unless God be known, how can man be saved 1 For is it
not written that" this is life eternal, that they might know Thee, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent."
I know well, my brethren, that there are now, as there always have
been, men who assume to possess a light in things spiritual, independent
of revelation. To the bar of their " moral consciousness" Scripture
lJ
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itself is summoned; and here a narrative and there a doctrine is
rejected, as being incompatible with its high decrees.
0, my brethren, beware of such men, even though they do profess
an ardent love for truth. "We are everyone of us fallen creatures,
fallen from the love, and fallen from the knowledge of God. Our
unaided intellect has never yet found ant the Almighty to perfection.
But God has made himself fully known in the pages of His Word.
EveD where that Word has not brought salvation, it has diffused light.
Shall we take our stand upon the intellectual eminence to which the
Bible, and the Bible only, has raised us, and from that vantage ground
do battle with the God Who gave it us 1 Shall we, under the vain
pretence of using the reason with which He has endowed us, protest
that our intellects are too strong, too lofty to bow to the humiliating
decision of His Word 1" God forbid! May He make us willing to
confess our ignorance and, with vaiI taken away by the Lord the
Spirit, to seek the knowledge of God where only it can be found,in the face of Jesus Christ, as reflected from the mirror of His written
Word.
But this leads me to remark that,3. The heavenly bodies are all component parts of one vast design.
True, the stars above, beautifnl as they are, would at first sight
appear to be scattered confusedly over space. But a more diligent
observation discovers that, while each has its course, all revolve
around, and, as it were, attend upon, an infinitely distant---an infinitely
mighty centre of attraction.
And just so is it with Revelation. At first sight there would appear
to be an entire absence of plan in the pages of the Word; exceeding
many and great and precious are its precepts and examples, its warnings and promises; but is it possible, is it lawful, for the man of God
to attempt to reduce them to method and system 1 Yes, truly it is ;
for what is Scripture but a record of the evolving of the councils of
Eternity 1 And were those councils without method, and without
system 1 Nay, surely. Hearken to a passage, the full force of which
is not always estimated, and that owing to an error in its punctuation :" Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ; and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,
Who created all things by Jesus Christ: to the intent that now unto
the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by
the Church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal
purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Mark well the statement that creation is but, so to speak, a platform
upon which J ehovah would exhibit to angels and archangels, in His
dealings with His Church, His manifold wisdom,-fJ 7roAv7roiKtAo~ /TO/pia
Toil

aEQu.

Nor, brethren, is a central sun wanting in the firmament of Scripture
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That sun is Christ--" the Sun of Righteousness"; "the day-spring,
the sun-rising from on high."
" Beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself."
Around that sun revolve in blessed harmony all those words of
instruction which make known to man the glorious attributes of
Jehovah. Whether it be of mercy, or justice, or love, or faithfulness,
that the Scriptures speak, they testify of Him.
0, be obedient to that word,-" Search the Scriptures, for in them
ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of Me."
And withal pray " that He would grant you, according to the riches
of His glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner
man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, heing
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all
saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to
know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye might be
filled with all the fulness of God."
But there is, after all, in many a man who is honestly seeking the
truth, a shrinking from that accuracy of doctrinal statements, that
adjustment of doctrinal truths,-in other words, from that avaAoyia
rijt trirtTEWt, which is full often disparagingly spoken of as " System."
And why so? Simply because of the consequences involved.
From the pulpit, words of health and cure alone should go forth.
I dare not, therefore, nakedly to state the difliculties in which such
minds are entangled. Suffice it to say, for example, that such an
assertion as that contained in the words of St. Peter-" Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved," is supposed,
when carried fully out, to involve results which cannot be reconciled
_ with such another word as that which the Holy Ghost spake by the
mouth of St. John-" God is love."
Perhaps, if there be anyone here present whose mind is thus agitated,
he may be graciously helped, as, once more, I compare Creation with
Revelation.
4. The motions of the heavenly bodies are governed IYy one all-pervadi'>g
law.

Till that law-the law of gravitation-was known, ..ll was vain
toil and hopeless disappointment in the spcculations of the astronomer.
But when once that discovery was made, then, where confusion
and doubt had seemed to prevail, all was found to be certainty and
order.
And so it is with Revelation. You will never understand its records
aright until you recognize the fundamental law of all God's dealings in
providence and grace. That law is the law of the glory of God; it is
enunciated in that memorable peroration of the doctrinal portion of
St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans: "0 the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! For who hath known the
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mind of the Lord? or who hath been His counsellor? or who hath
first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For
of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things: to Whom be
glory for ever. Amen."
True it is that God accomplishes subsidiary ends while,vorking out
His own glory. The happiness of sinners of mankind is, for instance,
an end which He brings abundantly to pass. "For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved."
But still it is ouly a subsidiary end-an end which is ultimately
resolved into the supreme object of the manifestation of His glory.
How plaiuly is this set forth in the opening words of the last prayer
of Jesus!
" These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and
said, Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also
may glorify Thee."
If you attempt to make it the end, you will find yourself involved
in the same hopeless entanglement as would inevitably surround you,
were you permitted for a moment to substitute some other law-the
law of the inverse cube, for instance-for that which the Creator has
actually impressed upon universal matter. You might, in that case,
produce curves, or a series of curves, that in their isolation might
appear more comely than the ellipse; but the harmony of the universe
would be gone. And just so, it is ouly while you recognize the manifestation of the glory of God as the supreme, and, indeed, the only
worthy, end of all His dealings, that you will be able to reconcile the
countless and apparently conflicting phenomena of providence and
grace.
Such, then, my brethren, are some of the thoughts suggested by a
comparison of the two great subjects of this nineteenth Psalm. Those
subjects are, Creation and Revelation. Between them there exists,
as we have now seen, an instructive resemblance.
The heavenly bodies are, everyone of them, the handywork of God;
and even so were the Holy Scriptures, every jot and every tittle of
them, originally given by inspiration of God.
The heavenly bodies supply the special light in which man must
labour; and even so do the Holy Scriptures alone make known to man
what he must do to be saved.
The heavenly bodies are all component parts of one vast design;
and even so is there found in Scripture that "faith once delivered
unto the saints," of which Jesus is the Centre and the Sun.
The motions of the heavenly bodies are all governed by one allpervading law; and even so is there one fundamental law by which
all God's dealings, as revealed in His Word, are governed-" the law
of the glory of God."
There are, however, two further stages of comparison, over which
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I would have you follow me. They will give us the opportunity 01
practical application.
Observe, then, that-5. The glor·ies of thefirmament cannot befully discerned with the naked eye.
Diagrams, indeed, and hooks, may convey some faint notion of its
marvels; but what are all diagrams and all books to the teaching of
the telescope 1
And just so with Scripture. Instruction and study may store the
head with all the articles of an orthodox creed; but neither instruction
nor study can communicate that heartfelt knowledge of God, and of
His Son Jesus Christ, which is indispensable to salvation. "The
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they
are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned."
No! the Scriptures cannot be savingly understood without a Divine
illumination. Saul of Tarsus was talented, learned, devout; yet
hearken to his testimony; "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him. But God hath revealed them unto us
by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things
of God."
Happy, then, thrice happy, that mother's son who can set to his seal
that this witness is true; happy, thrice happy, that mother's son who
can exultingly say, " I was not present when God said, ' Let there be
light, and there was light,'-I was not present' when the morning stars
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy,'-but I was
present when a nobler creation sprang into existence: I was present
when 'God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
shined in my heart, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.' "
And miserable, unutterably miserable, he who, in all the pride of an
unregenerate soul, despises that simple child of God, who studying
the Scripture, sits humbly at the feet of Jesus to learn His Word;
for He looks upon that little one as though his implicit deference to the
Bible were certain proof of a limited capacity. How greatly he misapprehends the case! His is the narrow mind! His the limited
capacity! The simple believer possesses a spiritual eyesight, of
which that vain philosopher knows nothing-without which that vain
philosopher is undone for ever!
For call to mind, brethren, that solemn record-" In that hour Jesus
rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed
good in Thy sight. All things are delivered to Me of My Father: and
no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father
is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal Him."
Will not such an one pray now-if he have never prayed before-for a Divine illumination 1
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" Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of
Thy law."
For indeed it is written (and the Scripture cannot be broken)" Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of heaven."
But this leads me to the last point of comparison to which I would
call your attention to-day.
6. The heavenly bodies have been the suJJicient, the unfailing light of all
nations and of all generations of the sons of men, and shall be to the end.
'£he sun which gladdened our eyes and our hearts this morning;
the moon, which even now lights up every buttress, and every arch, and
every mullion of this magnificent edifice; the stars, by which the
mariner will steer his course in the trackless deep to-night-they are
the self-same stars upon which Abraham looked when God said to
him, " So shall thy seed be "; they are the self-same sun and the selfsame moon which, by command of Joshua, stood still by the space of
a whole day, till Israel was avenged of his enemies! And still, after
the lapse of well-nigh six thousand years, are they the great, the
adequate lights of the sons of men. And so will they be until, on the
day of the Lord's appearing, "the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up." These
luminaries are not, they cannot be antiquated.
And even so, my brethren, has it been and shall it be with the written
Word. "The Bible always has been, and always must be, beforehand
in meeting the real spiritual necessities of the children of men. And
this every living Christian learns to acknowledge more and more.
For iu every generation that man who is born of the Spirit finds himself to be the same lost sinner, the same corrupt, guilty, helpless
creature that his forefathers were. Jesus Christ, Who alone can supply
his need, is 'The same yesterday, and to-day, and for evcr.' The world
is the same, its name ouly is changed. And the same in every age is
the devil, that personal, that subtle, that relentless foe of Christ and
His Church. And shall it be thought that the love of the Spirit has
failed to provide that Church with weapons of defence and maxims
of war? God forbid!" Still is the Word true. "All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works."
Wherefore. brethren, for ourselves, let us constantly obey the command first given to Joshua-" This book of the law shall not depart
out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein:
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have
good success."
Yea, and for our children also let us diligently follow that which
was spoken by lIfoses: "These words, which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
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children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up."
Shall we be the losers 1 Shall they 1 No: for hearken to the
teaching of the first Psalm :" Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful. But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law
doth he meditate day and mght. And he shall be like a tree planted
by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season;
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."
Yes! prosper for time-prosper for eternity! For godliness-and
what is godliness but that conformity to His image which can be
gained by spiritually beholding, in the glass of the written Word, the
glory of the Lord 1-" Godliness is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come."
" In keeping of them there is great reward."
MODERNISM IN CHINA.
By PREBENDARY H. E. Fox, M.A.
UNDER this title Dr. Griffith Thomas, formerly Principal of Wycliffe
College, Oxford, and now resident in America, has republished a
valuable Article which appeared last October in the Princeton Theological Review. In this he describes the condition of American and
British Missions as he found them during a tour of some months in
1920. He visited many Mission stations, attended several Conferences, and came in touch with a number of Missionaries, some of long
experience. He writes without prejudice, and presents facts, even
when painful, in a Christian spirit.
He had gone to China with no intention to introduce controversial
topics in his addresses, but chose such subjects as "Grounds of Christian
certainty regarding The Person of Christ, The Death of Christ, The
Resurrection of Christ, The Bible, The Church, and Christian Experience." He soon found it to be true, however, as he heard before he
left America, that Missionaries were divided into two camps, those
who favoured critical views, and those who were strongly conservative.
At the first convention he was challenged by a Professor in a Theological Seminary to confute Dr. Driver's Analysis of the Flood narrative in Genesis, and its composite character. He was rewarded by
a contemptuous reply from the Professor, who accused him of driving
a wedge between two great bodies of Christian workers. Dr. Thomas's
answer was, of course, that he had driven no wedge, for it was there,
and had been there for a long time, and had been fashioned not by
conservative, but by rationalistic scholars. Both at Peking and
Shanghai he heard IDore of the inroads of Higher Criticism. He IDet
distinguished Missionaries, American and British. At a public meeting
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one of the former said that Evangelicals had been silent for a long
time in the hope of improvement, but this attitude has become an
impossible one; and now there were two schools of Missionaries,
differing as to the authority of the Bible, and for many years there
had been a weakness in the preaclllng of the New Testament Christ.
An English Missionary at the same meeting said it was unnecessary
to talk of dividing the Missionaries, because they were already divided,
and there was a fundamental difference as to the message they gave.
A lawyer connected with the Methodist University of Foochow, said
he had come to the conclusion that it was essential for laymen of his
Church to know precisely what was being done with their money, and
he had therefore taken steps to acquaint them with the facts.
A few extracts horn Dr. Griflith Thomas's pamphlet may be given
as illustrations of much more that should be carefully read.
" At the Pei-tai-ho Summer Conference, in 1920, Rev. Ting Li Mei,
the man noted all over China for his evangelistic zeal, said to some
of Ills old Shantung schoolmates and friends, that he was greatly
troubled about his duty. He did not know whether he should continue
longer where he was or not, for in the Summer and other Conferences,
where he was assisting, there were men who taught that Jesus was
only a man, and that the whole point of His life lay in His example.
I have in my possession reports of such a Summer Conference, wlllch
show that such things had been said. Tlus shows why throughout
China such a strong purpose is being aroused to prevent all the theological schools beiug organized on the basis of liberal theology."
"One Missionary said she would rather send her girls to a non"
Christian school than to some of the so-called Christian schools in
China, and another wrote to a friend, asking earnest prayer for her
girls as they went from the interior to a Missionary educational institution. The Missionary added, that she would just as soon let her girls
go to America with all the risks attending that step."
A Missionary in China writes home: "It makes one's heart ache
to know and hear what is being taught in our schools in China. One
of the teachers in the theological department of the university disputed
the deity of Christ and-what naturally follows or goes with it--the
inspiration of the Bible, etc.; and he is only one of many."
Dr. Griflith Thomas closes Ills article by making three suggestions:
1. "The first is that people at home should be informed regarding
all that is going on in China."
2. "That everyone should do what is possible to influence the
foreign Missionary Boards of the denominations to send out only the
right men." (In confirmation of this, distressing instances are given
of grievously wrong men.)
3. "That we do our best to provide Missionaries with the best books
on the conservative side. People of means could not do anytlllng
better with their money than to provide these noble workers with
books of the right sort wlllch fortify mind and heart."
Among much that must distress every thoughtful Christian, one
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encouraging fact should be mentioned in conclusion. A Bible Union
has been formed among loyal Missionaries and their Chinese workers,
which already numbers 1,400, and publishes an excellent magazine
in English. We invite earnest prayer that these faithful witnesses
may bring many others to the Lord and the Word of His Truth.-Bible
League Quarterly, April-Jtlne, 1922.
"THE BLOOD OF SPRINKLING."
" Through faith (Moses) kept the pa.'lsover, and the sprinkling of blood,
lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them. By faith they
passed th?'ough the Red Sea."-HEB. xi. 28, 29.
MANY things in the Word of God are typical. Colours are no exception,
and red has the most prominent place. Even a child is struck with
the frequent mention of red and scarlet in the Bible. It is doubly
typical of sin that defiles and of the blood that cleanses. Throughout
the Scriptures unbounded stress is laid by God upon both. The
" scarlet" and the "red heifer" occur in connection with leprosy
and purifying in Lev. xiv. and Num. xix., and" red" and" scarlet"
each have their special place in the tabernacle and pliests' vestments.
Without dwelling on these and many other instances, let us take some
references to red and scarlet which typify. fundamental huths, and
may the Spirit illumine the lessons derived to our profit.
Salvation is absolutely necessary for all. We Me born in sin and are
backsliders from the womb. From the moment of birth Esau is
described as " red" (Gen. xxv. 24-26). Doubtless this is a physical
description, but I may be permitted to use it emblematically. Turning to a similar passage (Gen. xxxviii. 27-30) we read that" a scarlet
thread" was "bound" on the hand of Zarah before he was born.
Be it understood I am not referring to the spiritual condition of any
of these twins. But Esau and Zarah illustrate t"o typical lessons.
First, like Esau, we are all born with the" red" birthmark of sin in
our nature. The brand of original sin is our birthright from Adarn
and is stamped on everyone of us. Nothing but the blood of the Lord
Jesus applied to the heart by the Holy Spirit can overcome that
inborn stain. Secondly, the case of Pharez and Zarah presents this
truth to us-the Lord is ever ready to pardon and to use the repentant
sinner (Gen. xxxviii. 26). Judah's sin is so far overlooked by the
Lord that through this very Pharez, he is the chosen one of the twelve
Patriarchs to be in the direct line of Christ's descent. This is mentioned
both in Matt. i. 2, 3, and in Luke iii. 33. And mark you, Judah was
the son of the" hated" wife, ?wt of the beloved. Yet Raehel is put
before Leah in the blessing on Ruth, albeit she was the younger and
only bore two sons to "build the house of Israel," while Leah bore
six; and Pharez, though Judah's elder boy, is instanced in that
blessing, and the younger is omitted altogether (Ruth iv. 11-12). All
this is "the election of grace" and is written for our instruction.
The same electing grace is displayed with regard to David. For he,
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through Bathsheba, was permitted the privilege of his son Solomon
being also in the royal line. He was not excluded because of his
sin but included in spite of it. But Matt. i. 6 places the sin
beside the fact. God never overlooks sin in one sense, but He is ever
ready to forgive His people. These things are not noted in His Word
for nothing. And He tells us to "Search the Scriptures." By
tracing the marvellous grace of the Lord in His dealings with mankind,
we gain much comfort and encouragement. For surely all these
inspired statements bring out the patience, lovingkindness, tender
mercies and forgiveness of our God. No sin is too black or too deep
or too terrible in its results' for His pardon. When He has drawn the
sinner" with cords of a man "-" the man, Christ Jesus "-to Himself,
He forgives him wholly and freely and saves him to the uttermost.
Another thought is brought forward by these double twins. There
was an unexpected reversion in each case. Jacob took the first place
although by birth it belonged to Esau; and a " breach" supplanted
the supposed elder of Judah's children into the younger son. How
often it happens that just the reverse of what we expect takes place
in natural things. It is even more often so in spiritual things. Grace
is ntterly unhampered. There is no barrier of birthright, age or
circumstance that grace cannot overleap. The Spirit of God is untrammelled by opposition, uncontrolled by man, and unstraitened by
the exigence of the case. So take courage, dear Christian reader,
and pray on in hope for that beloved one who appears so bitter and
Godless; for that lost relative you cannot trace. You have failed
to find him, but he is ever under the eye of our loving Heavenly Father,
and in His own good time He may bring him to Himself and back to
you. He hears your every prayer and marks your tears and sighs.
Salvation is too precious to be set light by. Esau sold his birthright
for a mess of " red pottage" (Gen. xxv. 29-34). The unregenerate
man ignores or undervalues all spiritual blessings. He fancies that
they can easily be bought and sold, bartered away or exchanged at
pleasure. Esau learned his awful mistake too late. "He found no
place of repentance though he sought it carefully with tears" (Heb.
xii. 17). The ungodly and the indifferent man alike will learn eventually that he has trifled too long with that which was too valuable to be
trifled with. "After death the judgment," the Word of God declares.
All whose sins are not blotted out by the atoning, precious blood of
Christ will be excluded for ever from heaven. This is a most solemn
thought, for it will be an irretrievable loss. Ah! reader, where do you
stand? Are you trusting to your" filthy rags" of self-righteousness
which will not cover you in that day, or are you justified by faith and
completely hidden in the Saviour? It is one or the other with you.
Salvation is extended to the vilest. True I am about to speak of an
instance of temporal salvation, but again I use it as typical for its
lesson. "The harlot Rahab " was to bind a " scarlet thread" in her
window (Josh. ii. 18). It meant danger and death to remove it, life
and deliverance to keep it there. How long it remained we are not
21
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told. Probably it cost her many an anxious glance and caused her
many an earnest prayer. For she has honourable mention for" faith"
among the worthies of Heb. xi. (verse 31), and the Apostle James calls
attention to her " works" (ii. 25). The scarlet thread, too, fulfilled
its purpose, for all under Rahab's roof were safe. How beautiful is the
figure of the all-sheltering blood on the doorposts of the Israelites on
the passover night. "When I see the blood I will pass over you"
(Exod. xii. 13). There is only safety under the blood, but there we
find absolute safety.
Salvation is provided by ChTist alone. "They put on Him a scarlet
robe" (Matt. xxvii. 28). Doubly emblematical! "Scarlet" to blot
out the dye of sin; "scarlet" as the blood He was about to shed.
Every believer" put (it) on Him," in that He wore it for the sins of
His people. The hands of the soldiers" put on Him a scarlet robe" in
mockery at the crucifixion. They took it off again however. Well
for us that no hand of ours can ever be raised to undo His precious
work of salvation. He was willing to wear it, willing to die by reason
of "His great love wherewith He loved us." His" people shall be
willing in the day of (His) power" to receive Him as their beloved
Saviour, and will never wish to tamper with or alter His" finished"
work of grace. They know that they are" redeemed with the preeious
blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot."
Salvation is sure to the believer. "Though your sins be as searlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson they
shall be as wool" (Isa. i. 18). This immutable promise of our God to
blot out as a thick cloud our sins for the sake of the shed blood of
the Lamb slain, will stand to the end of time. "There is forgiveness
with Thee." Beloved fellow sinners, the love of God has" found a
Ransom," the power of God has made a way of escape, the graee of
God has shown us our need and its supply. We who believe are
" washed in the blood of the Lamh ;" we "are clean every whit."
"Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it . . . that He might
present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or
any such thing; but that it might be holy and without blemish."
New Eltham, S.E.9.
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.
"WHO HOLDETH OUR SOUL IN LIFE."
COWPER wrote (we all know the hymn and its purport)"Were half the breath thus vainly spent
To heaven in supplication sent,

Our cheerful song would oftener be,
Hear what the Lord has done for me."
Perhaps he would have exemplified Hezekiah, who shut himself into
his room and prayed and wept and complained; but when God
answered and delivered him, he set his song to music and got others to
join in saying, " The Lord was ready to save me; therefore we will
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sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in
the house of the Lord." Or he might have instanced the woman who
lost her silver. She shut the doors of her house and searched. She
opened them only when she had good news to tell. She could lament,
but she could not rejoice by herself. Did Cowper therefore intend that
the other half of the breath would be spent in the praises of God, or
did he allow that in the intercourse of saints some communication
must be sad 1 Did he remember how David poured out a torrent
of sorrows and wrongs to Jonathan, and they parted strengthened
and confirmed 1 Or did he think of the two on the way to Emmaus
who were encouraged by the Lord's own words to unburden themselves
to Him Who still retained "a fellow-feeling in their pains"; and
their burden rolled away in the telling of it-as many a burden has
since, for the time being at least, when disclosed to one of Christ's
members on earth 1 Whatever Cowper meant (he might have thought
the criticism strangely uncalled for but he would have forgiven it), he
knew the limitations and he knew the privileges and comforts of Godgiven friendship; he knew that whether he spoke, or whether he was
silent, he needed the mercy, the lovingkindness of the Lord. And so
it was with two who sat and talked-the one for the more part a
listener-the other in sorrow and perplexity telling of wrongs and
griefs, of disappointment, loneliness, and weariness. "It says,"
remarked the one calmly, but with more sympathy than might appear"It says-' they shall run and not be weary.''' "Yes," said the
other, "but they run and are weary."
They are weary; there is no denying that; it must be that at that
time they are no longer running. Time was with " the other" when
she mounted up with wings as eagles; she had told" the one" that
sometimes she scarcely knew how she got home from church, the word
of God had so lifted her out of herself. She triumphed in light and
liberty, and earthly things neither needed nor had a sigh spent on
them. But now they were the vexation of her spirit, and her faith,
hope, and patience all seemed to languish. She could only walk, and
she would utterly have fainted uuless she had believed.
They are weary, but still they are led-as the shepherd in the
ancient fields led his flock-" softly as they are able to bear." The
very promise of not fainting sounds like a recognition of the fear, as
the mention of weariness is an anticipation of the feeling. "They
shall not faint," need not be said to those whose strength is great and
heart unmoveable. Christ said that His sheep would never perish.
He knew that the fear of perishing would be a very real one with many
of them. He knew that Satan with all his power and all his means
would aim at their destruction, that their own fears would nourish the
suggestion; and He knew, too, that they must learn that it was not
because they were deserving, that they were made partakers of His
redemption. "They shall come which were ready to perish," always
for one cause or another ready, but never perishing, always dying but
never dead. "0 bless our God, ye people," said the Psalmist, "Who
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holdeth our soul in life and suffereth not our feet to be moved," as if
things were always in the balance, but as if judgment was always for
victory, and destruction was always defeated. He" holdeth our soul
in life," sending a word of grace and hope and comfort when the spirits
are low, lifting up the poor, establishing the meek, reaching down His
own right arm to help them to turn their enemies' (or friends') hearts,
to settle their accounts, to make a way for them. Would not the Rev.
Henry Erskine have said, " 0 bless our God, ye people," on that day
when his sorrow was turned into joy, and his mourning into dancing 1
Very likely in his early days when he was allowed to preach the Gospel
in peace, when he could bring home his bride in peace, very likely he
felt like mounting up with wings as the eagle; he had run without
weariness the race set before him. But those days were not present
ones. Now his sighs were many and his heart was faint; his living
had been taken from him; his" quiver" was very full of children;
he had not a crumb to part between them one night, so they went
hungry to bed and got up hungrier. He diverted them in one way or
another until he could scarcely bear it. He told them they must
play in one room while he would fiddle to them in another. So they
played, Ralph and Ebenezer among them, in one room, while he with
tears rolling down his face fiddled in the other. Just then a knock,
such as an angel would covet to knock, came to the door, and a great
sack full of everything was pulled and pushed into the dwelling of the
righteous. "Blessed be God Who has not turned away my prayer,
nor His mercy from me."
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE BIBLE AND ITS ADVERSARIES.
THERE is one book which is universally known as " The Bible," which
title marks its pre-eminence as " The Book of books" Does it claim
this pre-eminence for itself 1 It does. Its self-given title is "the
Scriptures," or " the Holy Scriptures" (2 Tim. iii. 15; 2 Pet. lii. 16),
terms which convey the same idea as our English word" Bible," i.e.,
THE BOOK.
Moreover, it claims to be inspired of God. "All Scripture is Godbreathed" (2 Tim. iii. 16), and" Holy men of God spake as they were
borne along by the Holy Ghost." The Old Testament is described
(Rom. iii. 2) as " the oracles "-that is, the revelation or message-" of
God."
Again, its subject matter has relation to a Person, Jesus Christ, Who
is declared to be " Lord of all " (Acts x. 36). It testifies that this same
Person claimed to be " the Son of God," and to have come from God (as
foretold in this book), as well as " the Son of Man," to Whom the judgment of the world has been committed in God's appointed day. Because of this claim He was condemned to die, and suffered the cruel
and shameful death of crucifixion. And this He had told before to His
disciples, as also that He would rise again from the dead.
All His disciples testified to these facts, even unto death. The
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Scriptures, moreover, predicted Christ's coming, rejection, death, and
resurrection. They foretold the very place of His birth (Micah v. 2)
and the year of His death (Dan. ix. 26). They prophesy of His rejection by His own people, the Jews, and their subsequent and consequent
dispersion; and predict their restoration, in an unconverted state, to
their own land; a process which we see being carried out in our own
times.
These fulfilments of the prophecies of the Scriptures are historical
facts which rest upon evidence which has never been overthrown.
Furthermore, the Bible brings glad tidings from God; good news
for lost sinners; the good news of God's free grace in Christ Jesus, and
of His full free, present, and eternal salvation. This" Gospel" has
brought a true and abiding peace and joy to myriads of erstwhile
distressed souls, and it has transformed their lives, and made each in
his own sphere to shine as a light in the world. The first apostles of
Christ, and many thousands of other Christians, laid down their lives
rather than deny the facts and truths revealed in the Bible. Such
martyrs-witnesses for the faith-have been numerous throughout the
centuries of the Christian era.
And to-day, all over the world, there are many thousands who
revere the Bible's sacred pages, and can say, "I rejoice at Thy Word,
as one that findeth great spoil" (Psa. cxix. 162).
How, then, comes it to pass that the Bible has so many adversaries,
many of whom hate, or else despise and neglect the Bible altogether;
and many others who seek to invalidate its testimony, and to undermine and annul its authority?
I was asked a similar question recently, and will now endeavour to
answer it, briefly, in this paper.
1. Satan is the Bible's greatest adversary, and he employs human
agents whom he energizes (Eph. ii. 2). In the temptation of our first
parents he attacked the Word of God, and thus brought about their
ruin through their unbelief. When the Living Word came into the
world, the Devil stirred up wicked men to put Him to death, and ever
since the written Word has, at his instigation, been the object of
attack by " the children of disobedience." Indeed it looks as if these
last days would close with the rejection of the Bible, and the consequent
final rejection of the Holy Spirit in that Word, by all except those who
are" called, and chosen, and faithful" (Rev. xvii. 14).
2. Multitudes throughout the world are altogether ignorant of the
contents of the Bible, as it has not been given to them, and millions
are kept in ignorance of the same by the Ecclesiastical powers of the
apostate churches of Rome and the East. In this way Satan hides the
Light of the Word, and keeps men in darkness. "In whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, Who is the image of God,
should shine unto them" (2 Cor. iv. 4).
But many thousands to whom the Bible is readily accessible, hate,
and practically ignore it, because they are aware that it condemns
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their evil deeds. "This is the condemnation, that light is come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their
deeds were evil. For everyone that doeth evil hateth the light,
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved" (John
iii. 19, 20).
3. Thousands neglect the Bible because they have no spiritual
appetite for its truths. They have no relish for its teaching. "The
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: they are
foolishness unto him" (1 Cor. ii. 14). Such welcome the suggestion
that the Bible is uninspired and unreliable, and so the destructive
critics find a fertile field for their seeds of error, and meet with a ready
acceptance of their hypotheses.
4. Very many who call themselves Christians reject those vital
evangelical verities which are so dear to the children of God. How is
this 1 (a) It is because they do not believe in their sinful and lost
condition by nature. It. is because they do not realize" the exceeding
sinfulness of sin," and the certainty of the inspired declaration, " the
wages of sin is death." (b) It is because, too, of the humbling tendency
of the teaching of the Holy Scriptures. Why do so many religious
teachers and preachers, and students of theology, in England, America,
and other countries, and even in the mission field, endeavour to undermine the authority and inerrancy of the Bible 1 If truth must be
told, it is because they are unwilling (as all are by nature) to bow to its
dictates, and to receive its vital doctrines. "No man can come unto
Me" (said the Lord Jesus), "except it were given nnto him of My
Father."
Men do not like to be told that they are sinners-hell-deserving
sinners. They chafe at the truth that they are helpless and hopeless
sinners, apart from the sovereigu grace of God in Christ.
But the Bible has survived all the attacks of Satan and his agents .
.It lives, and remains, and will so do until it has accomplished God's
purpose of grace, to take out of the nations a people for His Name
(Acts xv. 14).
" THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURETH FOR EVER" (1 Pet. i. 25).
ROBERT J. NOYES, B.D.
. "ART THOU ONLY A STRANGER 1 "
(ST. LUKE xxiv. 18.)
WE who love the Lord Jesus and are the privileged ones to know Him
.intimately, sometimes ask this question very searchingly when we
miss His visits and mourn His absence (apparent absence, not "eal) ,
Even His disciples in this sweet country walk with Him did not recognize their risen Lord, though they were actually listening to His voice.
They were so impregnated, so to speak, with the fact of His crucifixion
and death that they failed to know again His voice: as to His Person,
it is expressly stated, "their eyes were holden that they should not
know Him."
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We ask this question when the affairs of this world have engrossed
our attention. The visible and tangible frequently absorb our interest,
looking at tbe things" which are seen "-instead of " the things which
are not seen," the temporal in place of the eternal. And so thus
looking offfrom Jesus, we have missed His sweet communion that has
been ours in such lavish abundance. Our hearts are restless. We turn
in dissatisfaction from the broken cisterns of earth to the Fountain of
living waters. "We turn unfilled to Thee again." Thank God, that
we are only satisfied in Him and with Him, that we are discontented
when we see Him not, hear Him not, feel Him not; for He is indeed
the climax, the sweetness, the heart of all our joy. We are lonely
amidst the choicest manifestations of friendship apart from the perfume, the rapture of His presence.
" Art Thou a stranger to Thy erstwhile beloved 1 " we sadly ask
Him. Nay, dear reader, He is not changed. Having loved He loves
unto the encl. In time past we were strangers.
U

I once was a. stranger to grace and to God;

I knew not my danger, I felt Dot my load."

,

"Remember . . . . that time, without Christ, being aliens from the
Commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the Covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world." I heard it so
tersely expressed from the pulpit recently, "Christless, Homeless,
Promiseless, Hopeless, Godless." Ah! but that is all changed now.
Called by sovereign grace, drawn by the Holy Spirit's irresistible
power, eyes opened to sin in ourselves, and hearts opened to a full
Saviour's all-conquering love and grace, "Ye are no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints and of the household
of God." How 1 "Now in Chr·ist Jesus ye who sometime were far
off are made nigh by the blood of Christ." The blood of Christ, " the
sinner's perfect plea," this precious blood" so freely shed for me," is
the expiation, the seal, the guarantee, the charter of redemption.
I have been much impressed, whilst meditating upon the word
" stranger," to find the Gospel in the book of Proverbs. The suretyship
for a stranger is mentioned three times in that book.
1. See Prov. xi. 15. "He that is surety for a stranger shall smart
for it." Did not He, our Divine Surety, smart for us with agony so
great that" His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down
to the ground." Thus His suretyship for His people in becoming sin
for them cost Him anguish inexpressible.
2 and 3. The expressions are identical in Prov. xx. 16 and Prov. xxvii.
13. "Take his garment that is surety for a stranger." Was it not so
with our Divine Surety 1-was not His garment of righteousness taken
and imputed to the sinner, the stranger He became surety for 1 He
became sin for us-that we might be the righteousness of God in
Him. And all this for strangel's, strangers without Christ and without
hope.
Believer, art thou questioning thy interest in Him 1 I was once,
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some years ago, feeling my own deadness, and questioning, as I have
often done, my standing, whether after all I was among the" no more
strangers and foreigners," but really" a fellow-citizen with the saints
and of the household of God." In course of a conversation with the
late Rev. Isaac Hawker, so recently called home, I confided to him
my state. His answer was very striking. "Ah, yes, if I were you
I should chuck up all and have nothing more to do with Him-give it
all up altogether." I was naturally very much astonished with this
remark, and said, "But I could not do without Him. How could
I give all up." "Yes," he replied, " I knew that----it was only a test.
So to you He is precious, even if for the time He seems to withdraw
Himself altogether. He has revealed Himself to you, and you cannot
think of doing without Him." Dear fearing redeemed one, take this
assurance to thy heart.
What a sweet and humble remark was that of Ruth to Boaz, " Why
have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge
of me, seeing I am a stranger?" This is often the question of all God's
dear people in reference to His sovereign choice. Why? Why?
Why?
"'Vhy was I made to hear His voice
And enter while there's room,

While others make a wretched choice
And rather starve than come?"
They know not the feast love has prepared and " rather starve than
come." Why is it so different with us? Just this. He loved because
He would love. He" set His love upon me." Therefore the security
of His love is so great, not because we chose Him but because He
chose us.
" He loveth the stranger," the far-off, and draws him nigh, placing
him amongst the sons. "Love ye therefore the stranger," for ye were
strangers and He loveth you. Love ye therefore the stranger. Thou
and he are fellow-citizens and of the household of God. The household
is a more intimate relationship than citizenship. The household is
joined together by ties of mutual affection, mutual memories, mutual
interest in all things. That which affects one member of the household
affects all. They sorrow and rejoice together.
Strangers and pilgrims. Pilgrims are constantly journeying, never
resting long in one place. There is no settling anywhere here for the
pilgrim who has set his face Zionward. But citizenship expresses a
belonging to one city, and the household a home, the abiding place.
To the city and the home the pilgrim is journeying, although even now
he enjoys the knowledge that he is already a citizen and a member of
the One Family, the home.
There are many voices in the world-syren voices enticing thee with
sweet words, clamorous voices that would drown the clear sound of
the "still small voice," intellectual persuasions that would rob thee
of the comfort of His pure Word. Listen not to them. Walk as
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strangers and pilgrims in a strange world that is foreign to thee, because
it knows not Him. Thou art a fellow-citizen with the saints and of
the household of God. Happiest of all, " I am a stranger with Thee."
Together with Him we have a heaven here below, looking at " the
things which are not seen," which are etemal, even now tasting the
eternal joy, the eternal love, the eternal Presence, and
U

There is sunshine where Thou art:'

NETTlE.
INSPIRATION AND THE VARIOUS READINGS.
A STRANGER to us recently received a copy of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for January last. He" much enjoyed many crumbs of comfort from
the Master's table in reading it." In reference, however, to one of
the editorial articles a difficulty arose in his mind. How could the
various readings which occur in the Greek MSS. be reconciled with
the doctrine of the verbal inerrancy of the Bible 1 As a similar difficulty may arise in the minds of other readers we append our reply.
Of course, we do not suggest that it is exhaustive. We wrote as
follows :" I am glad to hear that some one has forwarded to you a copy of
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and I gladly respond to your request for
further elucidation of a suggestion about the inerrancy of the Bible
given in the January issue. When it is asserted that the whole Bible
from Genesis to Revelation is the inspired Word of God the reference
is to the or·iginal writings or documents of the inspired penmen.
The Hebrew originals of the Old Testament and the Greek originals
of the New Testament-these, we believe, were all given by inspiration of God. These are the Scriptures which cannot be broken (John
x. 35). It is these which holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. i. 21).
" It is admitted, however, that the actual original documents do
not now exist. We have ouly copies of them. These copies were for
the most part accurately and most carefully made, but it is evident
that errors of copyists have here and there crept into the text, and
that consequently there are here and there various readings in some
of the ancient MSS. The late Dr. Tregelles collated all the MSS. of
the New Testament, and issued a textual edition of the Greek Testament, which is frequently quoted by commentators. He was, therefore, fully acquainted with all the variations of readings. Yet these
did not shake his faith in the plenary inspiration of the original writings.
With reference to these variations he wrote :" , It would be needless, in connection with this subject, to refer
to the var'ious readings existing in copies of the Scriptures, as well as
in other ancient writings, were it not that their existence had been
supposed (e.g., by Drs. Pye Smith, and Henderson) to invalidate the
notion of plenary inspiration. Nothing but confusion of thought
could lead to such a conclusion: the present corulition of the text of
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any ancient author is no ground for concluding that he did not originally
write just what he intended; it is ouly a reason why we should use all
critical diligence to learn, on grounds of evidence, what were the words
and phrases which he actually wrote' (Tregelles on Daniel, p. 282).
"The result of such critical diligence is given, for example, in
textual editions of the Greek Testament. It follows that such a passage
as 1 John v. 7 in the Authorized Version is omitted in the R. V. Fausset
says of this text, , It was therefore first written as a marginal comment
to complete the sense: then, as early, at least, as the eighth century,
was introduced into the text of the Latin Vulgate.' We should never
therefore build any argument on a reading which careful examination
shows did not occur in the original text. None of these various readings, however, invalidate any of the truths of the Bible, and for all
practical purposes we can regard the Authorized Version as the inspired
Word of God. Our Lord's words in Matt. v. 17, 18 show how fnlly
inspired He regarded the Old Testament Scriptures, and we are safe,
I believe, in following His exampIe.
"Dr. Gaussen's 'Theopnew3tia,' published by C. J. Thynne, 28,
Whitefriars St., Fleet St., London, E.C.-about Is. 6d.-might help
you. 'The Inspiration and Accuracy of Holy Secripture,' by Rev. John
Urquhart, is a most valuable work, published by Marshall Bros.,
Keswick House, Paternoster Row, London, N. It was about 5s., but
may be dearer now.
" I may add that I feel it is important to point out that if the full,
clear, and unequivocal testimony of our Lord given all through the
Gospels to the inerrancy of the Old Testament Scriptures is rejected
(as it is by Higher Critics), then how can we rely on any other part of
His testimony 1 "
ACCOUNT OF A HEARER OF JOHN BERRIDGE.
(FROM "MEMORIALS OF THE LIFE A,'-ID MmISTRY OF BERNARD
GILPIN, l\I.A."), MARCH 24TH (1845).

I WENT, and several with me, to 'Valkern, to see John Warner, upwards
of ninety years of age. He received us with much affection. His
countenance kindled into life and love as he spoke. He maybe called
a disciple of Mr. Berridge, Vicar of Everton; and it seemed remarkable
to see, fifty-two years after that good man's death, this witness to the
power of his ministry still living. His account was as follows :I was very wild and sinful in my youth; no thought of good things,
no knowledge, no fear of sin, except now and then when perhaps I
heard the bell toll. It was mostly thus with me, till one day, when I
was about twenty-six years of age, and was in a wood. It was a
wonderful time with me. I cannot describe the hundredth part of
the light, the love and the glory and the beauty which the Lord suddenly showed me. These words came, "Addict thyself to follow
that which is good, so shall the Lord thy God surely turn unto thee."
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These were the very words, and they set me praying and crying night
and day. Then did the Lord show me my sinful nature, my bad
beart. I was sure I was the worst sinner of all. I was crying for
mercy day and night.
I would now run for miles to hear that which was good, but I was
in a sad distressed state for five years. At last I had an opportunity
of going to Everton to hear Mr. Berridge, who was then very old; and
he died shortly afterwards. There was a great crowd, and I stood at
the church door. Soon I saw the old gentleman stretch out his hand
and pull himself up into the pulpit. Oh, how I stood ready to devour
his word! "Brethren (he said) no scholarship is required to take you
to heaven; Jesus Christ wants broken hearts, true beggars." lily
heart was ready to leap out of my body for very joy. I cannot
describe my joy,-it was a true heaven on earth. Afterwards I was
told I might go into his house and refresh myself, where there were
many besides; and oh, how sweet I found it to converse with them on
the love of Jesus, and the experience of His blessing in the heart!
Since then I have met with great troubles; but not one too many.
When they persecute us and call us very bad, we must not say much
of that, for we know we are very bad; but it is the Lord's beauty, and
His mercy to us that we look at. In times of darkness how I have
cried and mourned because I could not love and praise Him; but
when He comes back, I can praise Him with all my heart and soul. I
have ever loved to be alone, that I might pray and meditate. Aye,
there is no foot of ground on my premises on which I have not prayed
for the blessing to come down,-for the faith, for the believing. And
the blessing has come. How I did pray that I might know His love
was for ever and ever; and so I found both these words and the fulfilment of them, " I will never leave thee nor forsake thee"; and this
again, "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom." When I go to the throne of grace, I can never
be satisfied without finding the blessing. It is the answer which
satisfies me-it is the beauty and love of the Lord.
I have often been harassed by the enemy, and that for long together;
and one thing I have found, that if he cannot upset us when he comes
all black, he will creep in slily all white; and I have found the last to
be worse than the first. I used to be dreadfully afraid in times of
darkness, that all the good was gone for ever; but I know better now.
Sure I have a most sinful heart; the worst of all, I think. It is the
Holy Spirit that puts in the love; and I love God, because He first
loved me. My heart glows with the love while I speak with you.
MISSIONARY SOCIETIES AND THE INSPIRATION OF
SCRIPTURE.
WE have received from our esteemed friend Pastor J. R. Huntley, of
Widcombe Baptist Chapel, Bath, a four-paged leaflet, containing a
long correspondence with the Secretary of the Baptist Missionary

,
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Society relative to the full inspiration of Scripture. The issue of the
correspondence is contained in a letter dated April3rd, 1922, addressed
to the Rev. W. Y. Fullerton, and signed by Pastor Huntley and Mr.
E. Evans, the Church Secretary. The letter is as follows :" Dear Mr. Fullerton,
" It is now our most painful duty to inform you that we are compelled, under a sense of loyalty to God and His Holy Word, to withdraw
from the B.M.S.
" The fact that you are unable to give the assurance that' YOU DO
NOT AND WILL NOT SEND OUT AS MISSIONARIES, ANY WHO DOUBT OR
DENY THE FULL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE,' is ominous.
" The question involved is fundamentally vital and we feel that no
other course is open to us.
"We rejoice to know of the many godly men and women who are
serving under the auspices of the Society, and they will still be borne
up in prayer, as also those members of the Committee who have
implicit and unqualified faith in the Integrity of Holy Scripture.
" We confess to great surprise that they are not alarmed at the trend
of things, but to their own Master they stand or fall.
" We would like to thank you for all your kindness during these
many years past.
" Yours sincerely and sorrowfully,
"(Signed) {J. R. HUNTLEY, Pastor.
E. EVANS, Ch. Sec."
In the concluding part of the leaflet Pastor Huntley says,"This severance from the Society has caused us very deep pain,
but an overwhelming sense of duty left us no alternative, Our friends
protest that they are true to the Lord, and to the Bible, and the Holy
Gospel; then why could they not give us the assurance that they' DO
NOT AND WILL NOT SEND OUT AS MISSIONARIES, ANY WHO DOUBT OR
DENY THE FULL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE? '
" The same questions are exercising many members of the Church
of England in regard to the C.M.S., and the same is true concerning
the L.M.S.
" It appears to us that this is a continuation of the battle waged by
the late beloved C. H. Spurgeon, in the' Down Grade' controversy.
The conflict may have shifted to another part of the field, but it is
essentially the same the absolute integrity and infallibility of the
Lord Jesus Christ the Incarnate Word, and Holy Scripture the Written
Word. If the foundation be destroyed what shall the righteous do?
" We greatly esteem many who do not agree with us in this action;
but love and faithfulness to our Lord supersede every other consideration."
[We deeply sympathize with brethren in the Baptist and other
denominations who are obliged to sever themselves from old associations because of the ravages of the Higher Criticism. The interests of
God's truth, however, are paramount. Faithfulness to God must
come before every other consideration.-EDIToR.]
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.

To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
"-

DEAR FRIEND,-The following letter from a worker amongst sailors
will gladden the hearts of our friends in the work, and will, I trust,
stir up fresh interest in the cause of spreading the truth of God in the
Army and Navy. "Many thanks for your very welcome parcel. The
sermons by Mr. J. P. Wiles aroused much interest, for we had not a
single sermon left. I have had to, what I call 'dissect' a bound volume
to help supply the need. The copies of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE are
splendid. I am very grateful to you and Miss B." We shall still
value the help of friends of truth, especially in these days when it
becomes more necessary than ever to proclaim the message of
Zechariah the prophet, "Not by might, nor by power, but by My
Spirit, saith the Lord."
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Bath Road,
R. E. BRIDER.
B,'istol, June, 1922.

I JOINED the army fifty-three years ago, a wild harum-scarum
youth, with but one idea-that of self-indulgence and amusement.
For years I objected to the sanctity of the Lord's Day, and joined
others in seeking to break it down. But, when God, in His condescending mercy, took pity on my blindness, and gave me a new heart and His
Holy Spirit, my outlook upon life-and" pleasure "-entirely altered.
I at once recognized the boon that a day of rest and quietude is to mankind, and I have, as far as in me lies, for nearly forty years sought to
uphold it and to urge its claims.-Baron A. Porcelli, Daily Telegraph,
June 3rd.
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19rotc£ltant tieacon.
"NOT ANGLICAN, OR CATHOLIC, BUT ROMAN."
AT the present time, much attention is being drawn to "AngloCatholic Congresses" throughout the country, and many Churchpeople are asking what" Anglo-Catholic" really means. The question
admits of two different answers, for the name has a legitimate meaning
as well as the false one which many have wished to affix to it since
the "Oxford Movement" of 1833.
According to thc Prayer Book, the Church of Christ is "Catholic,"
or "Universal," seeing that it is the "blessed company of all faithful
people"; and "the Catholic Faith is this: that we worship one
God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity ... and rightly believe the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ." So that any Christian who holds
the truth concerning the Trinity and the Incarnation, has a right to
the name of "Catholic." The prefix "Anglo," of course, means
"English," and therefore "Anglo-Catholic" has specially been employed to describe those who are members of the Church of England.
Of late years, however, what is usually called the "Ritualistic"
party in the Church of England has been claiming the exclusive
right to call itself "Anglo-Catholic," and it is this party which is
organizing the present "Anglo-Catholic" Congresses. If the Report
of the first of these Congresses, held in London, 1920, or the manual,
Notes on the Catholic Religion, embodying the lectures at Ipswich,
1922, be examined, it may be easily seen that what these Congresses
are meant to promote is not Catholicism (the primary truths of
Christianity universally believed by all disciples of Christ), nor is it
Anglicanism (the religion of the Church of England, as set forth in
the Articles and Prayer Book), but ROMANISM, that is to say, the
system of error with which the Church of Rome adul terates alld
contradicts the Gospel of Christ. This has been clearly stated, too,
by the Bishop of Durham in his new book, Anglicanism.
In the works mentioned, these self-styled" Anglo-Catholics" teach
that the words of consecration spoken by the priest at the Holy Communion make the Lord Jesus Christ "really present" within the
bread and wine, so that the consecrated sacrament is "GOD HIMSELF,"
and therefore to be adored; tha,t the priest offers Christ as a sacrifice
for sin to God the Father; that there is a place, Purgatory, where
those who die in grace go to endure" vindictive suffering deliberately
inflicted on them by God Himself ... that they may make expiation
for their sins," from which state, however, the priest's sacrifice helps
to deliver them; that it is right to invoke the intercession of the
saints, especially of the Virgin Mary; and that Christians ought to use
the Confessional. In fact, these" Anglo-Catholics" teach all the essentials of Romanism, although they may not openly profess every detail.
On the other hand, the Church of England is absolutely faithful
to the Word of God. It teaches us to "lift up our hearts'"to Christ
in heaven, whose body is there "and not here," and so to "feed on
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Him in our hearts by faith," not by a bodily eating performed in our
mouths; from which it follows that any adoration of the sacramental
bread and wine is "Idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Christians"
(Communion Service). It brands the sacrifices of Masses as "blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits" (Article XXXI.). It has cut
"private auricular confession" out of the Prayer Book, and says the
ministers' authority is that of "declaring and pronouncing" that God
Himself pardons all those who truly repent and unfeignedly believe
(Morning and Evening Prayer). It says that" the Roman doctrine
concerning Purgatory . . . and also Invocation of Saints, is a fond
thing, vainly invented, grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but
rather repugnant to the Word of God" (Article XXII.). It tells
everywhere of the glad tidings of free justification before God" only
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by Faith, and not
for our own works or deservings," and bids us trust His One Oblation
"finished upon the Cross," to the utter exclusion of any other" expiation" (the Latin word for "satisfaction" here is expiatio) "for sin
but that ALONE" (Articles XI. and XXXI.).
As was well said by Christopher Wordsworth, Bishop of Lincoln,
a loyal High Churchman, "The Church of England became Protestant
at the Reformation in order that she might bc more truly and pmely
Catholic."
[This excellent article is published as a four-paged tract by the
Church Association, 13 and 14 Buckingham Street, Strand London,
W.C.2., at 6d. per dozen, or 3s. per 100. We warmly commend it.EDITOR.]

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE July Quarterly Rec07·d contains a portrait and sketch of the late
Rev. Thomas Martin, of Providence Chapel, Brighton, and an illustration of our Gerrard's Cross Home. Copies will be sent, post free, to
any address, together with the new Annual Report.
The 87th Anniversary of the Camberwell Home was unusually well
attended. The Rev. J. H. Hallett, of Brighton, preached an exceIJent
sermon, in the afternoon, from Ephesians ii. 18, and in the evening
Mr. Percy Wakeley presided over the Meeting, when Addresses were
given by the Revs. J. H. Hallett, H. Atherton, and E. Roe, and by
Messrs. J. C. Dennis, W. Prebble, W. J. Falkner, and Harvey E. Carr.
The Tunbridge Wells Auxiliary has commemorated its Anniversary
in the Town Hall. The Rev. J. K. Popham, of Brighton, preached in
the afternoon. In the evening, under the presidency of Mr. Alderman
Caley, addresses were given by the Rev. Hugh Miller, B.A., Mr.
Prebble, Mr. Kirkman (local hon. secretary), and lift. Hazelton (general
secretary).
Sales of Work have been held at Charteridge, Cranbrook, CamberweU,
and Twickenham, and many collections after sermons have been made.
Friends are reminded of the meetings at the Hornsey Rise Home, on
Friday, July 7th. One thousand and thirty-one of our " kindred in
Christ" are pensioners.
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"INASMUCH": A HISTORY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY,
1807-1922. By JOHN E. IIAzELTON. 44 illustrations. Pp. 172.
Price 4s.; postage 5d. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30
Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.; or at the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society's Office, St. Paul's Chambers, 19
Ludgate Hill, E.CA).
We have read this beautiful volume, written by Mr. Hazelton, the
highly-esteemed Secretary of the A.P.F.S., with great interest and
pleasure. It is a deeply interesting account of the beginning and
progress of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
Commencing in 1807 with an income for the first year of only
£5 2s. 9d., the Society has since that time ministered to 9,787 life
pensioners, and distributed amongst them £538,000. The number of
life pensioners now on its books is 1042, and the pensions amount to
£10,155 per annum. Well may it be said, "What hath God wrought! "
in regard to the noble work in which the Society is engaged. During
the 115 years of the Society's existence it has had only four secretaries.
The present Secretary, Mr. J. E. Hazelton, has very ably filled this
post for 42 years and he has been associated with the Society for
upwards of fifty years. No one can read this excellent volume without being impressed with the keen sympathy of Mr. Hazelton for
the aged saints who receive the pensions of this Society. Mr. Hazelton's
heart and soul is in the work with which he has been so long associated.
The volume is not only interesting, but markedly spiritual and Evan~
gelical in tone. It teems with brief records of some of the most
prominent men who have been associated with the Society during its
long existence. The Society has ever firmly adhered to the old
Evangelical truths. No wonder that its history cannot be told without
incidental references to old Evangelical standard-bearers. Such names
as William Wilberforce, Dr. Gill, the Revs. Watts Wilkinson, J. C.
Philpot, Dr. Doudney, James Ormiston, C. H. Spurgeon, Dr. Hewlett,
Dr. Hawker, James Battersby, C. Hemington, W. Pennefather, Baptist
Noel, Harrington Evans, Joseph Irons, Dean McNeile, Dr. H. Bonar,
and Bishop Straton occur in its pages. Other prominent persons
mentioned and noticed are Lord Shaftesbury, Lord Justice Lush,
Lord Roden, Lady Lucy Smith, lI'I:r. B. W. Newton, Sir William
Stirling, Mr. F. A. Bevan, and lI'I:r. T. W. H. Inskip.
The history of Exeter Hall will be read with interest by many,
and the 44 illustrations will give additional pleasure to all who purchase
the book. We hope the volume will have a large sale, and we hope
that its perusal will lead to a great increase in the number of annual
subscribers to this excellent Society. In these days of Modernism
it is refreshing to know of a Society which in its last Annual Report
says that it is "necessarily Protestant, for its warrant/is the verbally
inspired Word of God." We are naturally interested in seeing references to the GOSPEL :MAGAZINE in four different parts of this book.

