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AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS.
THE .. GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
SOME time ago we placed before our readers, on behalf
of our Co.trustees, a frank statement of our financial
position. In consequence of the greatly increased cost of
printing and postage we felt it necessary to make an
urgent appeal for prayer and for regular financial help.
The Trustees desire to thank God for His gracious answer
to our united prayers. They praise Him for His enabling
help and goodness during the year 1922, and they warmly
thank our many readers, rich and poor, for their liberal
response to our appeal.
They wish, however, to remind them that the need
of financial aid is no less urgent than it was. The
Magazine is published very considerably below cost price,
and only by the regular help of our many friends can
it continue to be issued. The need of testimony to the
great doctrines of grace was never greater. The Trustees,
therefore, confidently look up to our Covenant-keeping
God still to dispose the hearts of His scattered people
to supply them with the necessary funds to carry on
this important work. They would also urge our readers
to use all their influence to increase the circulation.
Donations and Annual Contributions may be sent to the
Publisher, Mr. Samuel Arnold, 74 Strand, London, W.C. 2,
or to the Editor.
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01\, WORD8 OP SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSKL, AND COYYOK'r.

.. \Vho comfOltcth us in all our tl'ibulation, that we may be o.ble to comfort ti.J.cm which are in allY
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves llre comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

A CALL TO VIGOlJR AND COURAGE.

" Be strong and 01 a good courage."-JosHUA i. 6.
JOSHUA, to whom these words were spoken, was a man in "'hom
dwelt the SPIRIT of GOD (see Num. xxvii. 18). He was therefore
one of GOD'S regenerated people. ·One of the marks of GOD'S
people is that the SPIRIT of GOD dwelleth in them (see 1 Cor. iii. 16).
" If any man have not the SPIRIT of CHRIST, he is none of His"
(Rom. viii. 9). Hugh Stowell beautifully says,
" JESUS is our Shepherd; for the sheep He bled;
Every lamb is sprinkled \\'ith the blood He shed:
Then on each He setteth His o"n secret sign:
, They that have My Spil'it, these,' saitl! He, are Mine.' "
Joshua was one of these. He was also a man of faith. He,
together with Caleb, alone of the twelve spies, expressed their
confidence in the LORD to overcome the Canaanites and to bring
His people into the land of promise (Num. xiv. 6-9). He, together
with Caleb, "wholly followed the LORD" (Num. xxxii. 12). Joshua,
therefore, although a type of CHRIST, was GIso one of the LORD'S
Own family. The Divine call to Joshua to be strong and of a good
courage is therefore a call to all His people in like circumstances.
Let us, therefore, who, through GOD'S electing love, belong to His
family, listen to His Voice while He says to us, " Be strong and of
a good courage,"
1. First, we need to be stl'0111/ ctnd courageous ~vhen we are jaceelwith
depressing circumstances.
Moses, the servant of the LORD, had just died, The children of
Israel had wept and mourned for him in the plains of Moab during
a period of thirty days. No such prophet had risen before amongst
the children of Israel. The loss of such a leader must have been
keenly felt, and the hearts of the people of Israel and of Joshua
must have sunk within them. It was just then that the LORD said
to Joshua, " Be strong and of a good courage." There are many
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things which tend to depress the spirits of GOD'S people to-da.y.
The increasing apostasy from GOD, the desecration of His day, the
departure from the old truths, and the great indifference among
men in general to eternal things-all these things have a depressing
effect. The lukewarmness of real Christians, the disturbed state
of things among the nations of the earth, the unemployment and
other effects of the war, besides trials which come into the home,
all these are of a depressing nature. Yet we must not lose heart.
J EHOVAH still lives. He still sits on the throne. All things are in
His hands. He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth. He is on the side of His
people, He taketh pleasure in them that fear Him and that hope
in His mercy. Be strong therefore and of good courage. Beware
of losing heart.
2. Secondly, we neal to be st1'011,9 and oj a good courage ij OUT
Tespo11,S'!OiWies m'e increased.
That was Joshua's position. He was now the Divinely-chosen
leader of GOD'S chosen natioll. It was a highly responsible and
a very difficult nation. He knew the character of the nation over
which he was placed as leader. He knew how rebellious, wayward,
discontented, stubborn, and unbelieving they were. He knew
how they had often tried the patience of his great predecessor.
His heart might well have failed him as he thought of his increased
responsibilities, but the LORD said to him, "Be strong and of a
good courage." He Who had called him to a more responsible
position would give to him the needed grace. It is the LORD'S
habit to give power to the faint and to give strength to them that
have no might. As their days, so shall their strength be. In a
variety of ways increased responsibilities come to GOD'S people
to-day. Work grows upon them; their tasks become more
onerous; their duties become more multitudinous, and they
Tightly ask, "Who is sufficient for these things ~" But the
answer is always appropriate. "Our sufficiency is of GOD." He
is able to make all grace abound towards His people, that they,
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every
good work. The LORD, however, does not expect us to do six
days' work in one day, nor does He expect us to do more than one
thing at a time. Be strong, then, in the grace that is in CHRIST
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JESUS, and be of good courage in facing your daily work. Quietly,
calmly, trustfully, do what you can in each day, and without
an.xiety lell:ve the rest till the next day. "Be careful for nothing."
Stay your mind upon JEHOVAH and He will keep you in perfect
peace.
3. Thirdly, we need to be sM'ong and 0/ a good countge because 0/
the promises 0/ God.
These are intended to stimulate our courage in facing our daily
tasks.
Joshua had the promise of victory over his and the nation's
enemies. "There shall not any man be able to stand before thee
all the days of thy life" (Joshua i. 5). What an encouraging
promise. He was to pass over Jordan and confront seven nations
greater and mightier than his own. He was to attack "cities
great and fenced up to heaven." But he was assured of complete
victory. Therefore he was to be strong and of a good courage.
Victory is promised to us, too, dear members of the family of faith.
There is victory over the world. "This is the \ictory that onrcometh the world, even our faith" (1 John v. 4). There is victory
over the flesh. "Walk in the SPIRIT, and ye shall not fulfil the lust
of the flesh" (Gal. v. 16). Through the SPIRIT'S power we are
enabled to mortify the deeds of the body (see Rom. viii. 13). There
is victory over the devil. He seeks to devour and to delude the
people of GOD, but" He that is begotten of GOD keepeth himself,
and that wicked one toucheth him not" (1 John v. 18). He can
do us no real damage. Strong in the LORD we shall be " able to
stand against the wiles of the devil," and eventually our GOD
" shall bruise Satan under our feet." His doom is fixed and revealed
(see Rev. xx. 2, 3, 10).
Joshua had the promise of the Divine presence. The LORD said
to him, " Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither
be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy GOD is with thee whithersoever
thou goest" (Joshua i. 9). What a precious promise. Wherever
lie went, on crossing into the promised land, the LORD would be
with him. Whether he faced the foe East, West, North, or South,
the LORD would be with him. Has He not given the same promise
to us 1 "He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
The LORD of hosts is with us, as He was ,~ith Joshua, and with
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and with all the other saints of GOD. Therefore, let us be
strong and of a good courage. Joshua had the sure promise of
possessing the promised inheritance. "Be strong and of a good
courage: for thou shalt cause this people to inherit the land which I
sware unto their fathers to give them" (Joshua i. 6, R.V.). The
family of GOD to-day have also a promise of possessing another
inheritance. They are "heirs of the kingdom which He hath
promised to them that love Him" (Jamesii. 5). It is their FATHER'S
good pleasure to give them the Kingdom. Our Antitypical Joshua
is coming again to bring us to glory. The GOD of all grace hath called
us unto His eternal glory by CHRIST JESUS. He hath "appointed us
to obtain salvation by our LORD JESUS CHRIST" (1 Thess. v. 9).
Therefore, seeing He hath given unto us such exceeding great and
precious promises, let us be strong and of a good courage.
4. Fourthly, we need to be strong and of a good courage in order
that we may walk in_ the path of obedience.

The LORD said to Joshua, "Only be thou strong and very
courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law;
which Moses My servant commanded thee: turn not from it to
the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest" (Joshua i. 7).
The servant of GOD was chosen in CHRIST before the foundation
of the world, that he should be holy and without blame. He was
chosen and ordained that he should go and bring forth fruit. We
are taught that love is the fulfilling of the law-love to GOD and
love to our neighbour. Joshua needed strength and courage to
love GOD with all his heart and to love his neighbour as himself.
The old nature within us is not subject to the law of GOD, neither
indeed can it be. To walk contrary therefore to the flesh and in
harmony with the SPIRIT needs strength and courage. It implies
continual conflict and warfare. Joshua was not only to wage
warfare against the Canaanites but against the world, the flesh,
and the devil. He was called to make a courageous stand against
idolatry and immorality, sins which were then terribly rife amongst
the peoples of Canaan. He needed courage to maintain the pure
worship of the true GOD amongst the people of Israel. Moses had,
under the inspiration of the SPIRIT, enjoined the nation to make
no oovenant with the .Canaanites, nor to make marriages with
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them. They were to destroy their altars and break down their
images and burn their graven images with fire (Deut. vii. 1-5:
xii. 1-3). There was to be no compromise with sin, and no fellowship with the ungodly by the LORD'S phosen, beloved, and special
people., 'Yhat strength and courage Joshua needed both in regard
to his own personal obedience and in regard to his responsibility to
lead the nation in right paths. The position of the LORD'S family
to-day is similar, A holy \\·alk and conversation must ever characterize the elect people of GOD. They must come out from the
world and be separate. They must be out and out on the LORD'S
side. They must adorn the doctrine of GOD their SAVIOUR in all
things. Whatsoever they do, whether they eat or drink, they are
to do all to the glory of GOD. They must beware of any inconsistency in their public and private lives. They must waU;: in love,
walk in the light, \nllk circumspectly, walk in all lowliness and
meekness. They must liye soberly, righteously, aud godly. The."
must have no fellmvship with error, \\ith sin, or with \mrldly
customs, pleasures, and ways. The way to heaven is narro\y, and
we must not be broader than the teachings and precepts of GOD'S
Word. What Divine strength and courage are needed, then, for
the true servants of the Most High!
5. Lastly, u'e need to be stwng (tnd 0/ good cou'rage in "eyanl to our
t,·eatment of tlte Bible.
Joshua was to meditate in the book of the law day and night.
" This book of the law," the LORD said, "shall not depart out of
thy mouth." He was a busy man, yet he was to meditate therein
day and night. He was so to become acquainted with its teachings
that they would frequently be referred to by the words of his
mouth. Joshua had only a small portion of the inspired Word.
We are more privileged than he was, and therefore our responsibility
is greater. Joshua had but the writings of Moses. These are nml'
despised and discredited by Higher Critics, but our Lord says, " Hacl
ye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me: for he wrote of Me.
But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe My words? "
(John v. 46, 47). If we follow our LORD'S teaching we shall
courageously resist every temptation to neglect to meditate on
any part of the Sacred Scriptures. However busy we are, anc1
however many other books cross our pa.th, we shall be strong and
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courageous to read, mark, learn, anu inwal'dly digest the whole
Bible. We shall meditate thel'ein day and night. We shall give
the Bible the first place. Be strong then and of a good courage, ye
people of GOD. Be strong, though the times are depressing. Be
strong, though your responsibilities are increasing. Be strong
because of the Divine promises. Be stl'ong that you may walk
"'orthy of your calling in CHRIST JESUS. Be strong to hold fast
the whole Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Be strong ill the
LORD, and in the power of His might! "Be strong in the grace
that is in CHRIST JEsus" (Ephes. vi. 10; 2 Tim. ii. 1).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Holtghton).

Stoke Fe1'Ty, NOl'iolk.

•

CHRISTMAS EVANS.
ONE of our readers in Canada has kindly copied out the sermon by
Christmas Evans on "The Prodigal Son" which we print in this
issue. Somc of our readers will he interested to know something
ahout the author of such an original sermon. Not having in our
possession a full biography we cull the following facts from the SlwjJHel'zog Encyclopmdia of Religious Knowledge, vo!. ii., p. 777.
Christmas Evans was an eloquent Baptist preacher of Wales. He
was born at Esgaiswen on Christmas Day, 1766, and died July 14th,
1838. "He was the son of a shoemaker, and after his father's death
was forced to work at servilc employments for a living. At the age
of seventeen he was converted, and for the first time learned to reacl.
At this pel'iod he lost an eye in an act of self-defence. He was ol'dained
1790, and, after a pastorate of two years at Lleyn, went to the Isle
of Anglesea, whel'e his salary for many years was only seventeen
pounds. In 1826 he removed to Tonyvelin, and in 1833 to Cal'llarvon.
Evans was a man of al'dent piety, and great powel' as a preacher.
The fTagments that l'emain of his sermons show him a master in parabolic comparison and dramatic l'epresentation. These chal'actel'istics
have won for bin1 the title of the 'Welsh Blillyan.' When Robert
Hall was reminded that Evans had only one eye, he replied, ' Yes,
sir; but that eye conld lead an army tmough a wilderness at midnight.' "
The kind l'eader who has copied out the sermon on " The Prodigal
Son" says that " Christmas Evans, the one-eyed pl'eacher of Wales,
was on his last preaching tour when he gave fOl'th the deeply experimental and richly expository sermon I have enclosed. May your
readers find it a spiritual 'tit-bit,' savoury meat snch as the huskabhorring soul craves."
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LIBERAL EVANGELICALISM.
1. IN RELATION TO THE O.IILS.
" Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask loi' the
old paths, whm'e is the good way, and walk the1·e·in."-JERmluH
vi. 16.
ESTABLISHED in the year 1'766, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE may be
regarded as one of the fruits of the great Evangelical Revival of
the eighteenth centnry. Toplady, one of the leaders in that
Revival, was for a time its Editor. His famous hymn, "Rock of
Ages," first appeared in its pages in the year 1776. The great
Evangelical truths which were proclaimed by such men as Toplady,
Whitefield, Romaine, Berridge, and John r ewton, are the truths
for which this Magazine stands. Former Bditors, such as Dr.
Doudney, George Cowell, and the Rev. James Ormiston, were men
who valued and stood for the old Bvangelical truths, the great
doctrines of grace, and the great principles of the Reformation.
The Trustees and the present Bditor are pledged to uphold these
truths, and they seek to do so, by Divine grace, because they are
fully convinced that they are the very truth of God revealed in
His inspired Word. Natnrally, therefore, we are deeply concerned
at the widespread departure from those truths by men who still
profess and call themselves <. Bvangelical." If what is called
Liberal Evangelicalism is right, then the great men whom God
used to produce the Bvangelical Revival in the eighteenth centurj
are shown to be utterly wrong in their view of the Bible, and in
their theology. The Gospel which they preached is fundamentally
different from the Gospel of their liberal-minded professed successors.
Moreover, if Liberal Bvangelicalism is right, then the Gospel which
we seek tQ set forth in this the oldest of Bnglish religious Magazines
has become obsolete and out-of-date, and is out of harmony with
that guidance of the Spirit of Truth which Liberal Bvangelicals
claim to have influenced them in setting forth their new Gospel.
Liberal Bvangelicalism is exercising a wide influence, not only in
the Church of Bngland, but in most of the other great Protestant
Denominations. Its influence has spread to India, to China, and
to other parts of the Mission field. It has' affected the teaching
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given in colleges, schools, and pulpits. The sons and daughters of
godly parents who value the old truths are being affected by it.
Fathers and mothers are being grieved at the havoc this teaching
is making upon their offspring. Its leavening influence has
affected Evangelical Missionary Societies-the Church Missionary
-Society amongst them. Quite recently a volume of fourteen
essays has been published, entitled, "Liberal Evangelicalism."
The Introduction is written by Canon T. Guy Rogers, Vicar and
Rural Dean of West Ham. The book is " an attempt to produce
a reasoned and coherent statement of the theological position of
the people within the Church of England known as Liberal Evangelicals. It is in no sense a collection of miscellaneolLs essays. It
is the work of a group of friends, who have collaborated together
for this purpose" (p. v.). The writers, while not all collectively
responsible for every particular phrase used or statement made,
are broadly responsible for the views herein set forth. We are
thanldul that these essayists have, for the most part, frankly and
clearly stated their principles. Dean Inge has referred to the
book as the" Lux Mundi " of the younger Evangelicals, and says
that" these Essays will be a landmark in the history of the Church
of England." He further says, " No one can doubt that this is the
Evangelicalism which has a future, and I venture to thinlc that
now that it has formulated its principles and its policy, it will
rapidly gather strength and gain new adherents" (Review in The
Church Family Newspaper). We much fear that Dean Inge is
right. We believe that Liberal Evangelicalism is one of the signs
of the great apostasy from truth which is predicted by our Lord
and by His apostles. By writing this book the Authors have
earned for themselves the enconiulll of being "fine scholars and
acute thinkers" (Reviewer in The Guardian). Dean Inge also
regards them as being" well equipped with brains." It is customary to regard men who welcome the so-called results of Higher
Criticism as scholarly. No such title, we fear, would usually be
given to men who cleave to the old principles of Evangelicalism.
'fhe publication of this book, and the widespread influence of its
teachings, ought not to pass unnoticed. Our own readers and
members of their families are being brought into contact with its
doctrines. Believing, as we do, that the faith of the Gospel was
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once for all delivered to the saints, and that it is the eternal Gospelabidingly the same in all generations-we feel impelled to warn
our readers against what we regard as the baneful teaching of this
book. We desire to approach the criticism of this volume calmly,
and to avoid writing any word which is unbecoming a Christian. At
the same time we desire to be faithful, firm, and uncompromising
towards what we cannot but regard as serious apostasy froJU
Divinely-revealed truth. We propose, God willing, to write a series
of articles on Liberal Evangelicalism, to appear in our pages for the
next few months. On this occasion we would draw attention to
the relationship of Liberal Evangelicalism to the Chmch Missionary
Society. Our readers are aware that a great controversy has been
going on among the members of the C.J\!I.S., a Society which was
one of the great fruits of the Evangelical Revival. This controversy
commenced in the year 1917 as a result of a series of conferences
among Liberal Evangelicals, the first of which was held in West Ham
Vicarage, the residence of Canon Guy Rogers, the Editor of this
new volume. The result of these conferences was that a memorial
was drawn up and signed by a large number of Liberal Evangelicals,
JUany of whom occupied important livings in various parts of the
country. The object of this memorial was clearly to moderuize
the Church Missionary Society, and to make it more possible for
men and "'omen of Liberal Evangelical views to throw themselves
heartily into its work. We do not propose to analyse its statements.
It is sufficient to say that it was expected, if the terms of this
memorial were accepted by the general Committee of the C.M.S.,
that a large number of people of modernistic views would join the
Society, and that its work would be conducted on lines more agreeable to Liheral Evangelical principles. In other words, the Society
as a whole would be regarded as a " new C.J\!I.S.," it would have
broken with" the dead hand of the past," it would have renounced
the Old Evangelicalism, and would have extended its sympathies
more unmistakably to an Evangelicalism which no longer dressed
itself up ".in the clothes of past generations." A copy of this
Memorial came into the hands of the conductors of the English
Chttrchman, and was printed in its issue of November 1st, 1917. It
caused great excitement amongst the conservative supporters of
the C.J\!I.S., and they came up at much sacrifice of time and money
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to oppose its acceptance at the General Committee of the C.M.S.,
held in London on November 13th. If the resolution accepting the
Memorial had been put to the meeting on that occasion it would
have been rejected and the Liberal Evangelicals would have left
the Society. Weak counsels, however, prevailed, and the whole
question was relegated to a sub-committee. As a result, a concordat
was agreed to which was designed to prevent a split. It failed to
act. Subsequently, a series of sermons were preached in Hong-Kong
by a C.M.S. missionary in August and September, 1919. These
sermons declared that" The Flood, and the Ark, and the Tower of
Babel, are prehistoric myths," and made other declarations about
the Old Testament and about our Lord on similar lines. Later
the Rev. Hume Campbell was invited by the C.M.S. to address
one of its Annual Summer Schools. His address was so characterized by Higher Critical views that strong pro~ests were made.
Eventually, the Rev. D. H. C. Bartlett, Vicar of St. Luke's, West
Hampstead, backed by a large number of conservative Evangelicals,
and by the powerful support of the English ChuTch!J14n, moved a
resolution at the C.M.S. General Committee on March 15th, 1922,
affirming the trustworthiness of the historical records of Holy
Scripture and the truthfulness of our Lord's utterances, and pledging
the Society" neither to send out as missionaries, nor to appoint as
teachers or responsible officials, any who do not thus whole-heartedly
believe and teach." The result was that the whole matter was
postponed until the meeting of the Committee on July 12th. At
this meeting a compromising amendment, designed to retain men
of all views within the Society, was passed, and the Committee
thereby refused to affirm the trustworthiness of the historical
records in the Bible and the truthfulness of our Lord's utterances.
A further meeting was held in November of the same year with no
better result. The outcome was a split in the ranks of the Society
and the formation of a new Society on the old lines, and called,
" The Bihle Churchmen's Missionary Society, 'Scriptural, Protes,,,
tant, Evangelica.I
But it may be asked what has all this to do with "Liberal
Evangelicalism," the new volume to which we have referred ~ We
feel that there is a very close connection between this book and the
refusal of the C.M.S. to affirm the trustworthiness of the historical
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records of the Old Testament and the truth of our Lord's
utterances.
1. For one thing the authors of this book (we the very men who are
strenuously opposed to the making of such an affimnation.
Five of them signed the Liberal Evangelical Memorial presented
to the C.NI.S. in November, 1917. Their names are the Very Rev.
E. A. Burroughs, now Dean of Bristol; Canon T. Guy Rogers,
Vicar and Rural Dean of West Ham; the Right Rev. M. Linton
Smith, Bishop of Hereford; the Right Rev. F. S. Guy vVarman,
Bishop of Truro; and the Rev. E. S. Woods, Vicar of Holy Trinity;
Cambridge. The Editor of this book is Canon Guy Rogers, in
whose house the first of the Conferences which issued in the
Memorial was held. He says, "For a long time there has been a
growing cleavage amongst those who use the name Evangelical,
between' old and new,' Conservative and Liberal. This difference
has manifested itself acutely with regard to historical criticism, as
in the case of the controversy within the Church Missionary Society.
. . . It is to vindicate themselves in the eyes of their brethren, as
well as to serve the larger interests of the Church and the Kingdom
of God, that this volume is written" (Libewl Evangelicalism, pp.
vii., viii.). The Liberal Evangelicals have not left the C.M.S. They
still cleave to the Society. By their numbers and powerful influence
they have prevented the Society from declaring itself on the side of
the old Evangelical principles. They have secured a compromise
which allows them still to remain in the Society, both as officials,
missionaries, and subscribers. This book is written to vindicate
the attitude they have taken, and the principles which they hold.
We are glad that they have written it, and that they have definitely
declared their principles, though we deeply deplore their theological
position.
Mr. S. H. Gladstone was for many years the honoured Treasurer
of the C.M.S. With many others, however, he left the Society last
year, and is now the Treasurer of the Bible Churchmen's Missionary
Society. At the great meeting of this Society, held in the Church
House on April 30th, he presided, and said, "I am thankful for the
publication of the book, , Liberal Evangelicalism,' for I hope that
it will open the eyes of many as to whither Liberal Evangelicals
are leading." He went on to say that" six of the twelve writers
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are active members of the C.1\1.S., and I have yet to learn that you
cau separate the man from his views."
2. For another thing one 01 the allthors 01 this book is himsell a
C' .M.S. 111issionary.
We refer to the Rev. A. W. Davies, Principal of St. John's
College, Agra, and Canon of Luclmow. He says that the Evangelical party "must adapt itself to the changed conditions, cease
to regard all the old tests as the unvarying marks of genuine Evangelical Christianity. . . . It will have to set its missionaries free to
apply the methods of historical criticism to all sacred Scriptures,
and to teach its generally accepted conclusions" (Liberal Evangelicalism, pp. 284, 285).
Many of the accepted conclusions of historical criticism are set
forth in this book. Canon Davies identifies himself with the
attitude of this book in regard to the Bible, the Atonement, Worldliness, aud Ritual, and yet he is allowed to retain his position as a
prominent C.M.S. missionary in India.
Succeeding articles will (D.V.) show that Liberal Evangelicalism
rejects the old views about the Bible, about sin and its penalty,
about the Atonement, about the .Fatherhood of God, about worldliness, and about simplicity in worship. We believe that although
some Conservative Evangelicals still remain members of the C.M.S.,
the Liberal Evangelicals will exercise a preponderating influence
on the operations of the Society, and that therefore the only way
for faithful men to avoid compromise is to transfer their sympathies
to a Society which is likely to be true to the old paths.
Another of the writers in" Liberal Evangelicalism" ",as formerly
a C.M.S. missionary in India. We refer to the Rev. R. T. Howard,
now Principal of St. Aidan's College, Birkenhead.
St. Aidan's is a Theological College for the training of candidates
for the ministry of the Church of England. qearly the young
men attending that College will be in danger of imbibing Liberal
Evangelical principles. It is not without significance that the
preacher of the C.1\'£.S. sermon this year at St. Bride's, and at least
three of the speakers at the annual meetings, were men of Liberal
Evangelical views, all of whom signed the Memorial to the C.1\'1.S..
in the year 1917.
The authors of "Liberal Evangelicalism" "claim to be the
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heirs of the great and honourable traditions" of the Evangelical
revival in the eighteenth century (p. 3). Yet The Challenge newspaper, reviewing the book says, "The recurring question as we
-read it is~how far is all this continuous with the Evangelicalism
of two generations ago 1 To the mind naturally liberal, brought
up on the teaching of Stanley, Llewelyn Davies, and Robertson, the
book shows a certain naivete! We were taught like this, but it
was not called Evangelicalism then. And now the Evangelicals are
appropriating the truths for which their fathers stoned the prophets."
In other words, Liberal Evangelicals are teaching doctrines which
the old Evangelicals utterly repudiated. Well might the Church
Times reviewer say of this volume, "The present writers would
have been more courageous if, in becoming Liberals, they had
admitted that they were no longer Evangelicals."
For ourselves we believe that this book is a sign of the times.
" The Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith," and the apostle says, "If thou put the
brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of
good doctrine" (1 Tim. iv. 1, 6). We would remind our readers
of the perils of the times in which we live, and we would say to
them, what the inspired Apostle said to the saints at Corinth,
"Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong"
(1 Cor. xvi. 13).
Whitington Vicamge,
Stoke Ferry, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR

(Tlwmas Houghton).

NOT ONE MISSING.
IN the last time, when the elect shall sing the song of Moses, the servant
of God, and of the Lamb, it shall be the boast of Jesus, " Of all whom
Thou hast given :Me, I have lost none." In heaven there shall not be a
vacant throne.
11

For all the chosen race

Shall meet around the throne,
Shall bless the conduct of His grace,
And make His glories known."
As many as God hath chosen, as many as Christ hath redeemed, as
many as the Spirit hath called, as many as believe in Jesus, shall safely
cross the dividing sea.-" Morning by 1!;loming" fa,. Jan. 21st, by C. H.
Spurgeon.

The Gospel Magazine

291

WELLSPRINGS.
" They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom, and talk oJ Thy power.
" To make known to the sons oJ men His mighty acts, and the glorious
majesty of His kingdom.
" Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Thy dominion endtwelh
th1"Ougl1Ou1 'all genaations."-PsA. cxlv. 11-13.

many Sabbaths ago, while away from home, my waking thoughts
were these which head this paper, the saints talking of the kingdom
of their God. I thought how far from appearing heirs of a kingdom
were the saints now in this time-state and travelling as "strangers
and pilgrims" in these lowlands of earth. We are treated as the
" off-scouring of all things," and yet sometimes with grace-constrained
lips we arc talking of a kingdom. We are poor and despised and yet
heirs of "an inheritance uncorruptible and that fadeth not away."
As the subject grew upon one's meditation, the precious thought came
home with some power that the kingdom the saints below may safely
and certainly talk of is Calvary, where all their hope and blessing
centres. Every truth of the Gospel rallies around this ground, as
from a dying Saviour's love they see a risen Saviour's power. There,
their adorable and redeeming Lord was" lifted up " and must needs be
declared by the Roman soldier as " truly the Son of God." He brought
in thereby au everlasting kingdom. He ,,-as Israel's Deliverer. It is
by way of Calvary that His once enemies are" translated from the
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son."
With these thoughts uppermost in the mind, the writer wended her
way to the little gathering of saints in the village below. A blessed
servant of God (as he told me a few days after) was wrestling in secret
prayer that the Lord would " give the speaker the keynote for their
morning meditation." A brother stood up and told how an hour
before coming down, something in the home had occurred which sent
his heart upwards to the Lord and the words of the hymn came sweetly
to him, " ""Vhen I survey the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of
Glory died." We sang the precious hymn, and the subsequent remarks
and prayers gave unmistakable evidence that the keynote had been
given. There was the united desire in address and prayer from each
and all that they might not be content with a glance or look, but that
they might survey, admire, ponder and adore" God's wonderful
Redemption, God's remedy for sin." It was a sweet ca~en(b of
heavenly. thoughts and utterances. Then the aged saint whose voice
had hitherto been silent, except in secret prayer to his God for" the
keynote," arose and spoke of the blessedness of our portion. He took
us back to the profound thought of the Father's survey of Calvary and
what Ihat mllS~ have been to His heart, when, ere time began, He had
surveyed Calvary and knew all it would cost Him to give up His
NOT
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only and well-beloved Son, and knew what it would likewise cost
Jesus.
As each servant of God at that Sabbath morning's worship brought
forth from the Treasury of the Word thoughts and truths upon CalYary,
my early morning text bEcame increasingly precious to my heart. Let
us turn to it and, with the saints, talk of the kingdom. We have said
that the saints look little like inheritors now of that kingdom, but the
time will come when it shall be seen and acknowledged by wondering
worlels how " the saints possess the kingdom."
!I'[eanwhile " our citizenship is in Heaven," says the apostle. Oh,
would that it were more evidentially so in our lives, conduct, ancl converse. 'What a rare joy it is in these days of rush, stress, and strain, to
meet with a servant of God who loves to speak of Him! With shame
of face and sorrow of heart we acknowledge how little we speak of Him
in our intercourse one with another.
.
There is a hymn which says, "We'll mention nought unto the Father
but the blood and righteousness of His dear Son." And must it not
be as delightful music to the Father's ear to hear His dear Son thus
snoken
of 1 Oh, when it is thus with us, how blessed a realization that
,
the all-atoning blood and the all-covering righteousness h",ve spoken
for us within the veil, and the Father is well pleased for His dear SOil'S
sake.
" They shall speak of the glory of Th~' kingdom." Tha i5 \I hat
those two dear disciples were doing on the road to EllllUaus that
"solemn eventide, just after He Who was their Surety died." "We
trusted that it had been He Who should have delivered Israel," they
said to the Divine Stranger Who joined them as a Friend. Oh, belaYed,
what little dignity sits upon the children of God to-day! Is it not
daily our mournful confession, "How we grovel here below" 1 Are
we not painfully aware how little of our converse becomes heirs of a
kingdom, kings and priests with God, sons and daughters of the Lord
God Almighty 1 The Lord help us to consider "what manner of
persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and godliness." May
the Holy Spirit implant it in our hearts and write it upon our minds,
that Jesus is King, King of our hearts affections, ruling over us and
directing our conduct. "They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom
and talk of Thy power; to make known to the sons of men his mighty
acts, and the glorious majesty of His kingdom."
Inexhaustible theme! Fathomless abyss! When wc begin to
speak of the" mighty acts" of God's dear Son we are lost in wonder,
love, and praise. Think of His Suretyship, His willingness to leave the
Father's glory in the fulness of time and to be born an Infant of Days ;
His manhood, His life of suffering and endming; His miracles, His
love to little children; His compassion on the weak and suffering;
His sympathy with those in sorrow; His every" act" of power! All
authority and all power were given unto Jesus. "He must reign till
He hath put all enemies under His feet."
And then He laid clown His life on Calvary's tree. "I haye power,"
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said the dying Saviour, to lay down my life, and I have power to take
it again." It was a mighty act at the moment of Hi, supreme weakness as the Man of Sorrows, and yet the Omnipotent God, to forgive
the sins of the dying thief and take him Home to glory, the first trophy
~of His redeeming love and blood.
And then His Resurrection! Oh, if we pondered more these wonderful, these mighty and 'glorious" acts," should we not more often be
found speaking of His glorious kingdom and thus magnifying the riches
of His grace and showing forth His praise ~ "Wherefore," says the
apostle, " we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
'grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
Godly fear." To walk as dear children, to have our conversation
ordered aright, to tell forth the praises of Him Who hath called us to
so holy a calling, should be our incrcasing desire. Jesus and His
glorious kingdom should be uppermost in our affections and
expectations.
And amid the shifting sands of time, what a glorious reality is this
kingdom of King Jesus. "Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom
and Thy dominion endureth throughout all generations." The margin
renders it truly" a kingdom of all ages." Thus it well suits the saints
who downward from the commencement of time have been enrolled
as subjects of that kingdom, and brought as wjJJing captives to swear
allegiance to their rightful King and Redeemer.
This theme well befits grace-taught lips. The saints of God love to
speak of their Goel jn His majesty and greatness. They cannot brook
the teaching of the day which belittles the work of their King and
puffs up fleshly pride, which would make God (the Omnipotent, the
Almighty) a helpless God, dependent upon the ifs and wills of puny,
sinful, erring, helpless man. God "a disappointed God"! God
unable to work if man will not let Him! Away with the thought.
Let us speak of and exalt the praises of Him Whose salvation is kingly
and mighty, and Whose shalls and wills outrun all those of man. The
Salvation for which Hi, saints will bless Him throughout countless
ages is a Covenant Salvation, a Saln,tion schemed before man was,
and which was wrought out on Calvary by Him Who came to bring
it, work it out, and perfect it, and who could declare Divinely to His
Father, " It is finished."
They shall speak of this indeed! They shall speak of, talk of, and
make known this glorious, everlasting kingdom, and the majesty of
King Jesus, the Author and Finisher of His people's Salvation.
They shall hang all the glory of His Father's House upon their
Eliakinl. The crown is set upon the rightful Head. The creature is
laid low. Pride and self-sufficiency find no place in this kingdom of
grace, where each outvies the other in setting forth the glories of their
Immanuel Who is the all and in all of their Salvation.
The Psalmist had an eye to " God's wonderful redemption" when
he said, " All Thy works praise Thee and Thy saints bless Thee." And
again, " The works of the Lord (tre great, sought out of all them that
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have pleasure therein. His work is honourable and glorious, and His
righteousness endureth for ever." The works of Creation and
Providence indeed are great; but the work of Redemption, His masterpiece, is incompara.bly greater, the work of His "own Arm" which
"brought Salvation." Beloved, we are on inexhaustible ground, a
precious theme which excells all telling.
May our hearts ascribe all thc glory "unto the King, eternal,
immortal, invisible, the Only Wise God." To Him bc " hononr and
glory for ever and ever. Amen."
R.

,SmllOnf> an'O N otCf> of SmnOllf>.
A SUPPOSITION, AND ITS CONSEQUENCES, IF PROVED;
BUT THE CONVERSE TRUE.
A

SERMON PREACHED IN ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, LLOYDMU,STER (SASK.),
CANADA, OX EASTER SUXDAY l\'lORNING, APRIL 1ST, 1923, BY THE
REV.

R. J. NoYEs, RD.

" If Chl-ist be not ?"(tiset!, your faith ;s mi1l,o ye "re yet ·il1 YOU! ,i,l.~...1 COR. xv. li.
THE trustworthiness of the Bible, all the hopes of the people of God
for eternity, the whole fabric of Christianity, rests upon the great
fact which we commemorate this Easter Day-the Resnrrection of
the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. "If Christ be not raised, yonr
faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins." If you examine the context
of this Scripture, you will see that there were some in the Church of
God at Corinth who, while admitting the fact of Christ's Resurrection,
denied the future resurrection of the dead. Verse 12: "Now if Cluist
be preached that He rose from the dead, how say some among you
that there is no resurrection of the dead 1" But since the Resurrection
of Christ and His people; of Christ the Head, and His people the
members of His mystical Body, are so inseparably connected that
the latter cannot take place without the former; the apostle goes on
to say (verse 13), " But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is
Christ not risen," and that, he declares, would be followed by thesc
consequences: the preaching of the apostles would bc "vain," i.e.,
empty, void, of no use, as would a.]so the faith of Christians. The
apostles, moreover, would be open to the charge of being false witnesses
of God, " Because (he says) we have testified of God that He raised up
Christ: Whom He raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For
if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised." Then follow the words
of my text: "And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain (to no
purpose): ye are yet in your sins."
Further, he shows that if that be the case, those that have, fallen
asleep in Christ are perished-their souls are lost! and living believers
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are of all men most to be pitied, if in this life only they have hope
in Christ, hope only to be ilisappointed! "But now" (verse 20), the
truth is, " Christ is risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of
Hlem that slept."
In the present day, unbelief in the professing Church takes rather
the form of the denial of the bodily Resurrection of Christ Himself.
But the truth of our Lord's Resurrectiou is the very keystone of the
arch of real Christianity, and thank God, it rests secure.
"The Resurrection of Jesus," wrote the late Professor James Orr,
" stands fast as a faet, unaffected by the boastful waves of scepticism
that ceaselessly through the ages beat themselves against it"; and
Dr. Arnold of Rugby, " I have been used for many years to study the
history of other times, and to examine and weigh the evidence of
those who have written about them, and I know of no fact in the
history of mankind which is proved by better and fuller evidence of
every sort, to the understanding of a fair inquirer, than the great sign
which God has given us, that Christ died and rose again from the
dead."
Let us note, then (1.), that the a.postles were ",itnesses of the Resurrection of Christ. This is set forth in the Aets. The risen Saviour,
just before His As.cension, said to them: "Ye shall be witnesses unto
Me, both in Jerusalem, and in all J udala, and in Samatia, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth," and in the same 1st chapter of the Acts
I\'e read that the eleven apostles appointed a twclfth to take the place
of Judas, "to be," as they said, "a witness with us of His Resurrection." A little fmther on it is recorded, " With great power gave
the apostles witness of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus."
Now how did they bear witness of the Resnrreetion to their fellowcountrymen-to the Jews 1 In these days, in treating of the evidences
for the truth of the Resurrection 'of Christ, we might descant upon the
flilllSy story of the Roman soliliers, who were set to guard the tomb of
Jesus; for if they "slept," as they averred, how could they know
that the ilisciples "came by night and stole Him away," as they
alleged 1 We might note the fact that the dead body of Christ was
not (nor could be) found by His enemies, glad as they would have
been to have produced it, had it been possible. We might emphasize
the firm adherence of all the apostles to their testimony, and how they
endured trials, sufferings, and death itself, rather than deny what
they knew to be true, on the evidence of their senses. We might
enlarge upon these points, and many others, but it was not thus that
the apostles testified. No, they bore their personal testimony, for
the Lord had been seen and heard of them, after His Resurrection, as
detailed in this chapter from which my text is taken; last of all by
Paul, " as of one born out of due time." Peter (Acts x. 40) declared
" Him God raised up the third day and shewed Him openly; not to
all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us,
who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from the dead."
Further, when the apostles testified to their own countrymen, they
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showed from their own Scriptures that it was predicted of their
Messiah that He should be raised again from the dead. For example,
Peter, on the day of Pentecost, " filled with the Holy Ghost," proved
this from the 16th Psalm (see Acts ii.). Similarly, Paul, at Antioch in
Pisidia, showed that the Resurrection of Christ was a fulfilment of
what is written in Psa. ii., Isaiah Iv. 3, as well as in Psa. xvi. (see
Acts xiii.).
We must not forget, too, that during the dispensation of the Acts,
the testimony of the apostles and others was confirmed by manv
miracles wI'ought by them, as promised by the Lord (Mark xvi., 17,
18.). At the final rejection of the kingdom by the Jews of the
Dispersion (Acts xxviii.), as well as by those of the nation, these
miraculous signs ceased.

(H.) Let us now consider the consequences which the apostle names
as following on the supposition that Christ did not rise again. "If
Christ be not raised, yOUI' faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins"
If Christ be not raised, then all the Christian's hopes are dashed.
He is still" in his sins," and an unpardoned, unjustified, unsanctified,
unsaved sinner can never attain to true happiness either in this world
or the next. "The wages of sin is death." There is no true hope of
pardon, salvation, and eternal life and happiness, but that which is
founded upon the death and resUI'rection of an Almight.1' Sayiour.
If men reject that Saviour, then, as He warned the Jews, they will
"die in their sins.;'
But (HL) consider the converse (verse 20). "But now is Christ
risen from the dead." What follows for true believers? They are
no longer in their sins. Their sins are cancelled; for we read (Heb. i. 3)
that Christ" By Himself pUI'ged our sins"; and (2 Cor. v. 21), " God
hath made Him to be sin for us," even Him, " Who knew no sin, that
we might be madc the righteousness of God in Him." "Who is he
that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen
again, Who is even at the right hand of God" (Rom. viii. M).
Dear Brethren in the Lord Jesus, this is the Easter message for us" Christ is risen," therefore, as the Apostle Paul declared in the Synagogue at Antioch, "thm'efore, through this man is preached unto you
the forgiveness of sins; and by Him all that believe are justified from
all things" (Acts xiii. 37-39).
Finally, we have a good hopc, through grace, of our resurrection to
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. "Faithful is the saying,"
Paul wrote in his last letter to Timothy, " For if we died with Him,
we shall also live with Him" (2 'rim. ii. 11). However, there is further
truth revealed. The apostle in this chapter tells a secret (verse 51).
"Behold, I show you a mystery" (i.e., I tell you a secret), "We shall
not all sleep, but we shall ALL be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump, for the trnmpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." This will
be at the coming of our Lord, when the glorious climax of this chapter
will be arrived at-" Death is swallowed up in victory."

,
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I recently met with some fine lines bearing on this, writ:en by the
late Dr. RaBies, and published in 1833:"I live to die-I die to live,
And live no more to die again:
In death I shall a life receive
In worlds remote from death and palll.
This life I owe to Him who died,
And l'ose and reigns in yonder skieH;

I triumph through the crucified,
And, dead with Christ, with Christ shall rise.
11

His wondrous death my life ensures,

His wondrous rising death destroys:
While Jesus lives my life endures,Tlmt life the measure of my joys.
Theu let me live, and let me die,
To Him who lived and died for me,
rrhat I may rise with Him on High,

To life and immortality."
THE PRODIGAL SON.
A

SERMON BY OHRISTMAS EVANS.

Luke xv. 11-32.
THE description of the prodigal shows how soon, how easily and completely, man, when competent to act, departs from God. Impressed
by the portraiture, lo! I see him seeking a travelling-car to take
away his goods and chattels. He finds horses and chariots, men
and maid-servants, for he is about to leave his father's hearth, and
bid him farewell. The elder hrother was standing hy, neatly dressed,
with a staff in his hand; but the younger was very showily :urayed,
had on a pair of yellow-topped boots, loo\<ed a grand gentleman,
and held out one finger to bid his father" Good-bye." This is the
description of one who has lost his reason, and follows his wicked
inclinations. The" wicked through the pride of his countenance
will not seek after God," will not pray to Him, or depend on His wisdom
and love, but in his insanity will set up for himself.
While thus he was, as regards his father's house, dead and lost,
" He' went into a far country." Profligacy is indeed a far country,
far from God, without faith, or the fear of God, or solemnity or sacred
song; a land whe"e dead souls dwell, a land through which runs the
broad road which leadeth to destruction. The ungodly" go astray
from the womb," even before reading the heavenly book that tells
of the far country, that describes how it was drowned with water,
and at another time how part of it was hurned up with sulphurous fire
from heaven. Besides, its climate is so fiercely hot that it destroys and
hums up its produce; and sometimes so cold that it buries its population under mountains of frost and eternal suow. Its language was the
language of hell, its customs were the lusts of Satan, who was its
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gigantic god. Its chief merchandise was in the exchange of the hodies
and souls of men; these were the principal articles of commerce that
passed through its ports, and it received from hell foolish and hurtful
desires in their place. . . . The system of slave tmffic flourished very
richly there. The young man was insane to waste his substance in
a land so scarce of provision, and so utterly barren of happiness. "His
understanding was darkened." His mouth was a sepulchre, in which
godliness and all holy things were buried. There was joined to the
root of his tongue a bag, containing the poison of asps, so that he
poisoned men by his tongue in his evil communications; and there
was a flame at the point of his tongue, that set" the course of nature
on fire," even with the fire of hell. His hands wrought mischief, anel
his feet were swift to shed blood. He was insane to direct his course
to a, land called "the far country," far from God, happiness, and
heaven. It was so far that no one of himself has ever found the way
back to his Father's house; but it was not so far but the Father could
send famine and distress int<> it, and even run there to embrace the
prodigal.
Has no one ever returned ~ Oh, yes; millions, millions! but not
without the Father drawing them. In order to open a new way from
this far country, God sent His Son to assume the nature of its
inhabitants, and by virtue of the sacrifice that He ga\'c 011 the tree
in this very country He opened a way through the e\;! that shut men
out from their Father's house.
The young man" spent his substance in riotous living." He devoted
the strength of his body, alld all 4is mental faculties, and possessions,
to enliven Vanity Fair-that is, he gave himself up to the vices of the
age; 'drunkenness, uncleanness, fighting, and Sabbath desecration.
Then the law, as a mighty famine, goes forth to lay hold of the sirmer.
When God would subdue a proud city, He does it by sending the sword,
the famine, or the plague. The Gospel has its sword, fire, and famine,
which even Saul of Tarsus cannot withstand. The law mises the famine
and gradually increa~es it, until the sinner goes seeking through the
far country for the brell.d of hope. He is described as setting out
like a gentleman, then he becomes indigent, and seeks bread; but
he had to know that the region of the law was a poor place in which
to beg, because" it hath dominion over a mall till he is dead." He
could not sing for a living, like some poor English in our towns; llor
sell matches from door to door. The law was, "He that will Hot
work neither shll.ll he eat." Every doo,' was shut against him. He
offered to work for a citizen of that country, that is, the preachcr of
the law as a ,covenant of works; but the law followed him, and no
bread could be had for the works of the law unless perfect; and the
law would have written out his notice of removal to the House of
Correction, in the parish of Sinai, where thousands of these wandering
wretches have been sent, since the days of Cain, who was the first to
die there. Now every hope of the bread of life was gone, he was almost
distracted through his sin, seclng nothing but perdition in his heart,
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life, and conduct, while ,,;ithout any means of making an atonement
for his sins. Lively conviction, produced by the Spirit of God, brings
a man into a state of utter despail" Beer and spirits cannot drown
such convictions. There was a famine of every article necessary to
support a godless life. Conviction of sin is likened to the pangs of
childbirth-and why! Because the termination of -it is a matte'l" of
eithet death or life. But he would break his hunger by thc deeds of
the law; he would, in other words, get a living by work. It was not
to a citizen of the towns where he had been spending his money, and
his life, he repaired, but to the cities of strict morality, where the
Scribes and Pharisees, and rulers of the parish church, lived in the
days of Christ. Though the city he visited feigned to be a godly
place, yet it belonged to the" far country"
The certain citizen to whom he applied was a figure of the legal
preacher, the swine are a figure of his disciples: they tread the pearl
of great price under their feet, and slight the doctrines of grace, and
the atoning work of Christ, and the strength and life contained in
them. Methinks I see him standing by the swine-troughs! Others
filled themselves, he could not. The husks would not do for him.
He was a perfect picture of misery. An old shoe and stocking on his
foot, an old cap on his head, like the turban of a Turk, recently picked
from the dunghill, and a ragged one-armed coat on his back. While
lIe stood there, death and starvation were depicted in his countenance.
Nothing was to be heard but the munching of the swine as tbey ate
their food, when lo! a Jetter from his Father, borne as with the wind,
came into his bosom. His Father told him he was still alive, and
and rich. When this letter came it brought to mind many familiar
circumstances; and trembling, he feared to venture to open it, lest
his father should be fotmd to swear in his wrath, that he should
never come back. Some have feared to read a chapter, or pray, lest
some evidence should start up that they have been rejected, or have
committed the unpardonable sin.
With tears he ventured to open it in the dark pass of death, when
the sun of hope was setting, and there was no prospect of its ever
rising again. At this juncture the Gospel gave forth its commanding
voice in demonstration of the Spirit and power, which brought to
mind with irresistible force the thought that his Father was alive,
and that there was bread at hpme, " enough and to spare." Now the
sun of hope rose upon his soul, for by faith his Father's house drew
nearer to him, with its amplitude of stores and open botmty. Faith
in his father wrought in his soul a feeble hope, and the fountains of
repentance welled up in his mind, and streamed forth in the spirit
of prayer. His faith in the bread and the sufficiency of it caused him
to resolve that he would arise, and begin his journey home. The
entreaty to his father leaped to his lips at every step he took. In his
prayer he confessed his sin and unworthiness, and petitioned for the
humblest place among t,he servants. He went from home a haughty,
domineering gentleman; but he came back truly humbled. The
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Gospel, by killing and making alive, taught him a valuable lesson.
It is a poor sign when a man would come into the church as rich and
great, not as a poor sinner out of the dust.
Now we behold him on his journey home, through faith in his
father's clemency and bounty. "When he was yet a great way off,"
he had no hope in himself, and was very much ashamed of his riven
and tattered garments, and his unprotected feet. His feeling of his
lost estate was very intense and heavy. But, 10 ! all the riches of the
grace, power, and mercy resident in the father come forth to meet
his faith, hope, and flickering love. The eye of mercy saw him through
the thick mist, the heart of mercy pitied him, the feet of Jlower and
might ran to meet him, the arms of mercy embraced him, and the
face of a reconciled God bestowed the kiss of peace. They brought
him in-not to the dining-room, but to the robing apartment.
Oh! what a touching sight to behold the God of all grace embracing
the unworthy sinner, and he in the dust, his Father extending to him
the blessing of forgiveness, without any upbraiding. Conviction
having ended in restoration, the sinner has the blessings of redemption
applied to his understanding and conscience. 10! I see him in the
chamber on his knees, his facc bent to the earth, hateful in his own
sight on account of his filth and his poverty; vet stung with pain
by the fear of death. The father named the blessings-the robe,
the ring, the shoes, and the fatted calf. They were provided by his
royal bounty. The rotten robe of the prodigal was not worth turning,
washing, or mending; his shoes were good for nothing but to be cast
away. You cannot save a man by reforming him: that is not what
has to be clone; he is too bad for reformation, he must be formed
anew; clad in an entire change of raiment. The father gave order
for the robe. It corresponded to the requirements of the law, and
was wrought out by the Son of God during his abode on earth. His
holiness was the frame where it was worked. His love, obedience,
and sufferings were the warp, woof, and substance of which it was
spun and woven. It was" through righteousness." This robe was
the "one obedience of Christ." In Him were found beam, frame,
material, weaver, and shuttle; and He finished it upon the cross.
The order was not to put on the shoes first, but the robe. 'rhe Gospel
does not bring a man first to walk with God, or possess a filial spirit,
and then justify him; but there is an appropriate order-first, the
Father gives the robe; then He will have the l'ing put on the hand,
as a sign of filial union; and then will see the shoes put on the
feet of him who wears the robe. The voice of the father is heard in
the servants, and they urge those who believe, that they should be
careful" to maintain good works," and" follow God as dear children."
Here are the four cOlUlllands of the Father to the servants, that is,
to ministers of the Gospel, apostles, prophets, pastors, and teachers,
to the end of the world. "Bring forth the best robe, and put it on
him "-that is, explain and preach the glorious, divine, justifying
righteousness of the Son of God, in comparison of which the righteous-
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ness of angels, and of Adam before the fall, at once lose all their
beauty. As a robe there is none like it in heaven or earth. "Put a
ring on his band" and " shoes on his feet." Set forth the nature of
adoption and Christian conversation, in demonstration of the Spirit,
.
with an ardour that will impress the mind.
NolV he comes forth frolll the dress-chamber of the royal diningroom. Oh, what grace! This is grace after grace, gift after gift,
.treasure after treasure, patrimony after patrimony. There was no
need to hunt shops or stalls for a ring, or shoes, or the fatted calf ;
they were all there, so plentiful were the provisions of the Father's
house. Now the sinner is brought to taste the love of God shed
abroad in his heart, and feeds on the flesh and blood of the Redeemer,
and relishes joy in the Holy Ghost. "Being justified by faith we
have peace with God," and in this peace as a robe, and in these shoes
of the preparation of the Gospel, we stand, "and rejoice in hope of
the glory of Goel." "He rejoiced, believing in God with all his house."
The fourth royal command to the servants is, "Bring forth the
fatted calf, and kill it," i.e., sacrifice it. Preach Christ as a fiery
sacrifice to justice in the room and stead of prodigals, and also a meat
and drink offering to starving souls. Only one calf, so there is but
one sacrifice, once offered in the end of the world. It will remain to
form a feast to welcome all the prodigals, and there is a fresh glory
bestowed upon the sacrifice of the cross whenever a famishing sinner
comes into the Church of God.
The Master of the feast was the Father: all was at His sole expense.
He sent the famine, and ran to meet the wanderer, and gave the robe,
ring, and shoes, and now sets the fatted calf upon the festal board.
, The feast itself contains all the blessings of the Gospel, the soul
being brought to the enjoyment of an interest in the death of the
Son of God. One no less dignified, no less rich and powerful, than
the Lord of Hosts made the feast. For whom 1 For prodigals.
Where 1 "In this mountain." (Is. xxv. 6, " a feast of fat things.")
He did not say on this occasion, " Give him a little to himself, and by
himself"; but the feast was made for "all people," for thc entire
family, even for the angels. This is one of the heirs of eternal life,
who has now been born again.
l;IOIV did the Father, the Lord of hosts, sustain his position as head
of the feast, and while feasting with the prodigal 1 He rejoiced over
him with. singing, till the whole apartment exchanged beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for heaviness, and the Father said, " Let us eat and be merry." A bountiful
supply had been set before the prodigal, and the first morsels were
swallowed with avidity and great relish, for t,hey were sweeter than
the honey-comb. Then, looking in his Father's face, as tears streamed
from both his eyes, he said, "Father." "Whr.t now, my son 1" "I
do not deserve this feast." "There is no necessity, my son, all is of
gmce." "I remember my disobedience in the far country, Father."
" It is all forgiven; eat, my son." "Oh, Illy Father, shall I remain
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with you for ever 1" "Who said otherwise to thee, child 1 Did I
promise thee less?" "But, Father, will you keep me here by the
power of thy covenant, and maintain that covenant, and never let it
])e broken 1" "'Vell, I will prollllse, and never alter what has gone
out of my mouth," The saints fear backsliding very much, but the
Lord has promised, "I will put IVIy fear in their hearts, and they
shall not depart from Me, saith the Lord."
Did all rejoice? Yes, all but the elder brother; he would not come
neal". The Father, the servants, the whole Catholic church, the angels
in the room beyond the veil, all rejoiced, their minds feasting on the
dainties of heavenly grace, and lost in admiration of the riches of
Divine mercy, and the memory of it was sweeter than wine from
Lebanon. How high did the joy run 1 How far extend 1 I assure
you it was not weak, nor feeble, nor grovelling, nor silent, for the elder
brother heard far away beyond the house" music and dancing," two
words to set forth the strength and elevation of the joy. The joy in
the Holy Ghost was so great that it drove the fear of want and the
fear of death far away. Then four harps were brought forth from the
four corners of the earth, to be played upon. The great harp of the
north began, and the musicians sang the joyful lay:" Great God of wonders! all Thy ways
Are lll"tcWess, God-like, and di,inc;
Bnt the fair glories of Thy grace
~I01'e God,lil<e and nnrivall'd shine:
Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
Or who

]JaB

grace so rich and free?

II

Then the strings of the southern harp were touched :"Oh, for this love, let rocks and hills
'1'heir lnsting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongues
The Saviour's praises speak.
"Yes, we will praise
Our souls are all
Hosanna round the
rro Thine adored

Thee, dearest Lord,
on flame j
spacious earth
name."

Then the sweet hnrp of Judah, the harp of the rlslllg sun, sounded
forth sweet and loud notes of joy beeause of pardon and peace to
dying men:H

\Ve were lost, but we are found,
Dead but now alive are we;

We were in sore bondage bound,
But our Jesus sets us free.
,. Strangers, and He takes us in,
Naked, lIe becomes our dress,

Sick, aud He from sta in of sin
Cleanscs with His righteousness.
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"Therefore, will we sing His praise

Who His lost ones hath restored,
Hearts and voices both shall raise
Hallelujahs to the Lord."
At the sight of the two parties sweetly reconcilcd to each ot,her at
the festal board, the minstrel of the western harp sounded forth his
note :I:

The wanderer no more will roam,

The lost one to the fold hath

COllie,

The prodigal is ,velcon1E~d home,

o

Lamb of God, in Thee!
" Though clothed with shame, by sin defiled,
The Father hath embraced His_child;
ADd I am pardoned, reconciled,

o Lamb of God, in Thee!

" It is the Father's joy to bless,
His love provides for me a dress,

A robe of spotless righteousness,
o Lamb of God in Thee!
" Now shall my famish'd soul be fed,
A feast of love for me is spread,
I feed upon the children's bread,
o Lamb of God, in Thee 1"
Ci'othing is said of the end of this feast, more than of the end of the
wedding banquet, or of the return from the highway of the third servant who went out to compel the lame, and the halt, and the blind
to come in. It is a feast that is spread over all the years of the Lord's
redeemed. It is going on even now.
The elder son, the figure of the legalist, was ploughing rather sulphurous land that day on the brow of the hill called Sinai. The Father
sent the servant to call him in, and to invite all such to leave theirtrust in works, and believe in Christ. When he saw the servant, he
was pausing for a moment between the handles of the plough; for he
was ploughing to earn bread by his own works. So he said, " VVhat is
going on to-day, down yonder 1 What is all that stir within the walls 1 "
" Oh, you are right in calling it a Sti1', for a stir it verily is, I assure
you." "Well, lad, what is it 1 The sweet odours from the fiue are
spreading up here; the smell resembles food being cooked for Antinomians; tell me what is going on 1" "Your brother is come home
poor and wretched." "lily brother 1 You mean that fellow that
'went away long since to the far country, and devoured his living with
harlots." "Ay, the same, and you.r Father has commanded you to
come in and welcome him." "Me! I will never come. No, not even
if my Father were to come to ask me. To think of my sitting down
at a banquet with publicans and the scum of sinners! I shall mention
it to Him. I certainly shall. He is a fine person to think of welcoming
such a wretch, and to give him a fatted calf, when He never slew so
much as a kid for me in return for my self-1'ighleo!!s works"
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By this time the Father had come up to the elder brother. He
began to abuse and blame Him. The Father cut the matter short by
calling him in, saying, "If you will not come in I cannot do better
than carry on the feast without you." Election makes rejoicing
necessary, and love makes it necessary, and the Divine righteousness
of Christ makes it necessary. "This thy brother was dead, and is
alive again;" was afar off, and is made nigh; "and was lost, and
is found." And" they began to be merry," and of that joy there
was no end
TENDER MERCY.

IT almost feels as if between the 88th and 89th psalms there is a spot
of secret sacred ground, as if "the door was shut" upon the Lord
and His agonizing beseeching servant. Waves and wrath-to use
his own strong language-were going over his head. Terrors and
afflictions distracted his soul, but words failed. He was solitary, and
in darkness. How suitably some of the complaints would have expressed the grief and burden of Elisha when" he went in and shut
the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the Lord." Before llimdead-lay the child who had been in sneh a special ,my a proof and
assurance of his call from God, and who had been, surely, "en- dr·ar
to him. But oh, the cloud that had come over the scene, 'the darkness
and sorrow. How perfectly impotent he felt as he went to and fro
in the house, his heart bowed down with heaviness, his soul vexed
within him. "Wilt Thou show wonders to the dead ... shall Thy
wonders be known in the dark, or Thy faithfulness in destruction 1 "
and he had power and prevailed even as Jacob did when the night
shut him in alone with the Lord. This is the power that the p~ople
of God have now, when" their soul is full of trouble," when they
are" cut off from His hand," and when their heart almost dies with
a sense of their helplessness, and fails before the urgency of their need.
Then does God remember them and send His secret help, giving them
to plead His promises. What He has said He could and would do
for those who call upon Him. They beseech Him to think of His
Own kindness and willingness, to remember how He has helped them
before, ever delivering aIlCI turning sorrow into joy. And their cries
and arguments overcome Him, and when the door is opened and the
prisoner goes forth, it is to " sing of the mercies of the Lord for ewr,
and to make known His faithfulness." Once again their prayer (such
as it was) has been heard and answered. "I have said," said the
psalmist, " mercy shall be built np for ever." There were great mercies,
and everlasting and multitudinous; sweet merey and tender mercies.
These last seem oftenest to have engaged his praises, as if he longed
for manifestations of that love and care that gives not only what is
needful, but what is pleasant, that remembers the joy as well as the
profit of a dear forgiven child, that comforts as a mother comforteth.
It was a tender mercy that placed again in the arms of Jochebed
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her little refugee Moses. It was tender mercy that found a place in
the Lord's entry into Jerusalem for the" colt, the foal" ; and tender
mercy gave Paul his gentle friend Philemon. Tender mercy was not
wanting to three of us who a few weeks ago went for eight days'
holiday. On the first day we went to Calne to the anniversary. It
was a mercy that we got the train, as we were misled by one of the
porters, and not till the last minute found the mistake. We had a
happy day, were encouraged by the Word of the Gospel and the
services, still to hope and to hope largely in the God of love, grace, and
infinite power. We met kind friends, old and new. There was the
communion of saints and the love of the brethren, patriarchal hospitality and a nice tea. The next and following days we were in Devonshire-Exeter, Honiton, Broadhembury-seeing the places which used
to belong to Mr. Toplady or others, and seeing, moreover, what we
could not help seeing, that the Lord Himself knew our going out and
coming in, so often did He direct our way not only to the spots Il'e
had thought of, bnt to others above what we asked or tbought.
There is on tbe chancel wall of Yeovil a monument to the Rev.
Robert Phelips, who was rector there for a good many years and died
in 1848. "He preached Jesus," so the inscription says, and that it
was so indeed, his sermons, which are still in circulation, testify. Without previous thought of going to it-we found ourselves in the cemetery,
and had not gone far when we came to a deal' name on the headstone
of a grave, " The grave of Frances Bensou, widow of John Benson, lVI.A.,
late rector of Norton-sub-Hamdon, and daughter of William Gilpin,
M.A., late Rector of Pulverbacb, Salop. She died at Yeovil, Jan. 20,
1865, aged 70.-The beloved mother of seven surviving children."
Her life and death bore witness through sovereign grace to the power
of the Word of God. Shrinking from formality and ostentation, her
spirit clave to Christ her Saviour according to His promise to His
Church, "I will leave in the midst of thee an affiicted and a poor
people, and they shall trust in the Name of the Lord. The remnant
of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies, neither shall a deceitful
tongue be found in their mouth" (Zeph. iii. 12, 13). We had lacked
in Devonshire the communion of saints and had " got nothing" on
the Lord's Day, but we felt that here at least we were on consecrated
ground. There was the grave of Richard Varder. He preached the
same things as Mr. Phelips, and we happened to see since, in an 1879
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, a letter from John Barber, who, after the death
of the Rector, rejoiced in the -ministry of Mr. Varder. There were
several-their witness left to wayfarers and strangers that they knew
God, and were known of Him.
But it was about time that we were getting home. We stopped at
lVIartock-the name used to appear in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE at the
end of G. Hart's articles. More of the graves of the saints were before
us. For one friend there was "laid up a crown of righteousness,"
and not for her only. Another already had been crowned "with
loving kindness and tender mercy." We had tea at "The White
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Hart." They readily brought up a dilapidated motor car in which
we drove to Norton-sub-Hamdon, two or three miles away. The
Rev. John Benson, lVLA., was rector there for thirty-seven years and
died Aug. 27, 1860, aged 77. His inscription said:.
" Mercy, good Lord, mercy I ask, this is the total sum;
For mercy, Lord, is all my plea, 0 let rrhy mercy come."
" Blessed be Goel who hath not turned away my prayer nor
His mercy from me."

" Blessed be God," may not we say, ought not "e who love and
seek Him to say" Who hath not turned away my prayer, nor His
mercy from me" ~ Let our circumstances be what they may, or
change as rapidly, and our feelings fluctuate with every breath of
wind, His mercy remains unchanged.
FOLLOWER-ON.

THE" UTTERANCES" OF OUR •LORD JESUS CHRIST.
NOTES BY PREBENDARY H. E. Fox.
RECEKT circulllstances which have been lately discussed in the religious
press, seem to indicate that for lllany people who claim to be E"Dllgelicals there is SOllle distinction between the "teaching" and the
" utterances" of our Lord, so that while the former claims the faith
and obedience of all, the latter may be left to the discretion of each
person. It is hardly necessary to say that such a distinction has no
authority from Holy Scripture, and has not been recognized by the
great saints and scholars of the past. The writer has tried in vain
to discover on what authority and in what respects the" utterances"
of our Lord are to be distinguished from the rest of His verbal teaching
recorded in the Holy Scriptures. A few alleged instances are here
given, which have come to his knowledge, not from scoffers or irreligious
persons, but from mirusters and others engaged in Christian work.
Among the most frequent instances is that in which the Lord Jesus
referred to Jonah, and which is recorded both by St. Matthew (xii. 40,
41) and St. Luke (xi. 30-32). The first objection to our Lord's words,
as translated in the Authorized Version, may be pardonable in the
case of illiterate persons. For everyone who can read Greek knows
that the word" whale" is a mistranslation. A better rendering is
suggested in the Revised Version-" a sea monster." This Jonah
distinctly tells us the Lord had" prepared" (chap. i. 17).
No devout believer in an omrupotent Deity would dare to say that
the events as they are recorded, including the consequent conversion
of Nineveh, were impossible, even if they outstrip our still very limited
knowledge of the world and its Creator. The facts of Jonah are also,
as Christ has Himself told liS, a type of His own Resurrection. The
objection taken by some that Jeslls Christ spoke of " three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth," is only based on ignorance
of what took place between the hour when the spear pierced the sacred
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Body, and the early hours of the third day. It must be remembered
also that in referring to the" three days and three nights" our Lord
used the Jewish method of computing time (see Alford, N.T.). His
words to the dying thief and the statement in 1 Peter iii. 18, 19 refer
to mysteries yet unrevealed, but not therefore to be rejected because
of ignorance. There is much in the Resurrection "utterances"
which we may not yet understand; but the more we learn, the more
we see how appropriate was all that He said about Jonah and Nineveh.
Another of the "utterances" of the Lord J esns about which
Modernists have blundered badly, is their denial of His assertion that
the 1l0th Psalm was written by David (Matt. xxii. 43-45). They
seem to have forgott;en the strong corroborative evidence, that an
Apostle, undoubtedly under the influence of the Divine Spirit, soon
afterwards, on the Day of Pentecost, quoted this Psalm as written by
David, and as referring to Him Whom he and his fellow Apostles had
seen a few days before ascend into Heaven (Acts i. 9). This subject
has been ably treated by the late Archdeacon Gifford in a University
sermon, which was printed a few years ago with his book on the
Incarnation. Dean Wace wrote a preface to the book, and referring
to the sermon says ;" It is often alleged that the traditional belief that David was the
author of the llOth Psalm, on which our Lord based an argument
with the Pharisees at a cardinal moment in His career, is disproved
by modern criticism. But Dr. Gifford adduces cogent arguments,
from literary and historical criticism itself, in support of the traditional
belief, and exposes conclusively, as it seems to me, the unsoundness
of the arguments on which this belief is impugued. He thus shows
that in one conspicuous instance, of which much has been made, our
Lord did not exhibit either the literary ignorance or the condescension
to the literary ignorance of His opponents, which has been attributed
to Him; but that, on the contrary, His argument and their belief
were alike based on fact."
The verdict of two such scholars should satisfy any honest Bible
student.
In considering the authority of our Lord's" utterances" it should
he remembered that He chose to use human words and emblems in
order to unfold Divine Truths. No intelligent or unbiased person, when
reading St. John x. 9 or xv., would be so foolish as to suppose that
He Who claimed to be "the Way, the Truth, and the Life" used
human language in any other way than to express the profound and
precious truth that only through Him and under His guidance and
care His sheep should reach the safety of the Eternal Home, and the
branches of the Vine by abiding in Him should bear much fruit.
How often in obedience to Him, and confiding in His promise, have
His faithful servants found strength and comfort in the words which He
spake to the little company of believers at the Last Supper, treasured
by His Apostles (1 Cor. xi. 23-25), and embedded in the worship of
generations. Yet it has lately been suggested, even by some engaged
21

308

•

The Gospel Magazine

in Missionary service, that harm would be done if His words were
repeated in the ears of heathen, and that Romanism would gain by
their being misunderstood.
.
Two other common instances may be given of supposed ignorance
in our Lord's" utterances." The first is in His reference to the mustard
seed (Matt. xiii. 32). He did not say" least" as the translation in
the Authorized Version has rendered the word. He used a word
which the Revised Version has correctly translated" less." Dean
Alford, in his commentary, says, "The words are not to be pressed to
their literal sense, as the mustard seed was a well-known type for
anything ;exceedingly small." The late Bishop Ryle, in his commentary on St. Luke xiii. 19, says: "The growth of the grain of
mustard seed into a tree of comparatively great size, ought not to be
wondered at, when we consider the rapidity of vegetation in a hot
climate. Parkhurst's Lexicon on the Greek word translated" mustard
seed" mentions several facts which prove the correctness of our Lord's
language. "
The last illustration of critical weakness which need be given here,
is the suggestion of ignorance on the part of our Lord, when looking
at the starving multitude He asked His disciples how many loaves
they had, to feed a vast crowd. The stOl'Y is told us in all four Gospels,
with a few varying details in each which supplement but do not rontradict each other. Two facts stand out clearly. The disciples did
not know where to find food for so many hungry men and women;
but He did, and His miracle both revealed their impotence and His
Divine power, knowledge, and grace.
Let the reader turn now from the mistakes of men to the Lord's
own estimate of His" utterances." They are frequent, and suggest
that He anticipated how even as in His own days so in ages to come,
human unbelief would treat them. It may be sufficient to give a'few
instances from the Gospel of the beloved disciple who was in closest
intimacy with the Lord. To many in His own day His utterances
were, as they are to some now, "hard sayings" (St. John vi. 60-66).
Reminding these critics from whence He came and whither He would
return, and also how far apari are human and Divine thoughts, He
adds, <. The words which I have spoken unto you, they are spirit and
they are life." He had already reminded them of the infectious
nature of doubt (St. John v. 46), " Had ye believed Moses, ye ,Yould
have believed Me: for he wrote of Me." And He adds the warning
(never more appropriate than at the present day), "If ye believe not
his writings, how shall ye believe My words."
On another occasion (John viii. 26-30) the Lord, addressing a number
of people in the temple, and warning them of the consequence of
their unbelief, said, " When ye have lifted up the Son of Man, then
shall ye know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as
My Father hath taught Me, I speak these things." The result was,
what we pray may be true for many in these days, "As He spake
these words, many believed on Him." The warning which He gave
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later (St. John xii. 48) refers to everyone who rejects Him and does
not receive His words, that he "hath one that judgeth him: the
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day."
1"Iost heart moving of all are the words which poured from His
soul when, alone with the Father, and with the prospect of the awful
morrow, He prayed fQr those whom the Father had giveu Him, and to
whom He had given the Father's words (St. John xvii. 8, 9).
The writer prays that every reader of these brief notes may realize
the sacredness of every "utterance" that came from Jesus Christ,
and never allow any interference, human or other, to tamper with their
authority. Let the sacred words be written in the heart of each.
" In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God" (St. John i. 1).

WHY 1 HOPE, AND THOU SHALT YET PRAISE.
THIS forty-second Psalm, which has been such a comfort in ages past,
and still is to the people of God, is full of questions-Why 1 When 1
Where 1 Yet it is full of strong consolation and confident assurance.
The heart-sore query, "'\Thy art thou cast down, 0 my soul 1 " occurs
three times within this and the brief following Psalm, and alongside
with the question the deep confidence of faith, " I shall yet praise Him."
The longing, the thirst, was for" God, my exceeding joy." Seeming
absence of God was the distress; yes, and the glory of God Himself
was dear to the Psalmist's heart. Note in verse 3, " My tears have
been my meat day and night while they continually say unto me,
Where is thy God 1" He felt the triumphing of the wicked in his
own trouble was militating against God's glory, and he pleaded this
before God. So disquieted was he that when he remembered these
things he evidently seems to have been unable to go with the multitudes
to the house of God with the voice of joy and praise. His soul was
cast down and disquieted, and how could he sing with a heavy heart.
Dear reader, he was looking at circumstances instead of his wellknown God. Notice, he says, "'Then I remember these things."
What things 1 The continual reproach, "'There is thy God 1" He
remembered and brooded over it, but later on he says, " 0 my God,
my soul is cast down within me: therefore, thetefm·e will I remember
Thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill
Ylizar." "I will remember thee from the laud of Jordan." He dried
the river to make a path for His people there. The great river was
no difliculty with Him. For His people's sake He commanded the
supernatural. 'That a blessed remembrance, "The land of the
Hermonites." In that land two mighty enemies were slain, Sihon,
king of the Amorites, and Og the king of Bashan. The Lord gave the
victory, and His people surmounted this obstacle. And" the hill
Mizar "-the "little hill." He remembered that the Lord had delivered in the small as well as the great. Yes, the little pin-pricks
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which sometimes are more trying than thc great sorrows-these came
to remembrance. Reader, hast thou not been tried with small things,
so small that thou hast felt they werc too insignificant for His notice,
too tiny for the sympathy of those around 1 Yet in His love and His
pity He bent down and delivered thee. Since He notes the sparrow's
fall, and the cry of the young ravens, will He not deliver the child of His
love 1 The Psalmist remembered that the Lord had delivered in the
small as well as in the great. Strange that though he remembcred
Him and His past display of loving interest, yet he could not forbear
agai'n taking a lllournful view of his surroundings and moaning, -, Deep

calleth unto deep at the 110ise of Thy waterspouts: all Thy wans and
Thy billows are gonc over me" Ah! gone o"er, not drowned, <. Cast.
down, but not destroyed." A very dear friend said to me lately when
I told of my feeling cast down, " Ah! but you are not cast off." No,
" the Lord will not cast~off His~people" (Psa. xciv. 14). Remember
the little hill Mizar and tl,e powerful enemies in the land of the Hermonites, and the apparently insuperable natural obstacle through the
Jordan. Although the Psalmist had just called these to rememhrance,
yet he reverted again to his own sore troubles~just as a little child
cries, and its attention being diverted to something pleasing, it recalls
its sorrow after a pause and cries again~so did the mourner here. But
a supreme moment of strong faith is imparted, and he exclaims, .< rei
the Lord will command His lovingkindness in the daytime." He Who
made a dl")' path in the river will command, "And in the night His
song shall be with me." Day and night lovingkindness and song.
Notwithstanding, like the little child, again gazing upon the source of
his tears, he again mourns, "I will say unto God my Rock" (ho,,'
could he in the face of memory 1 But we do just the same), "Why
hast Thou forgotten me 1" F01gotten me! After Jordan and Hermon
and Mizar. Forgotten! No wonder he went on to say, " Why art
thou cast down, 0 my soul 1 And why art thou disquieted within
]ne ~ "

Many of us, dear reader, are looking not only at the manifold sorrows
on every side, of reproach from the enemies of God ·Who are mocking
Him, but at inward trials, personal perplexities, soul travail and disquieting questions. "Why art thou cast down 1" Why 1 .Why 1
This is j"st the time to look "p to the Mighty to save, just the time
" when to simply trust Him seems the hardest time of all," but just
the time, too, when He is bending over thee saying, "Blessed are they
that have not seen, and yet have believed." Remember how He has
delivered in each distressing hour. "Who delivered (past) from so
great a death, and doth (present) deliver; in Whom we trust that He
will yet (future) deliver us" (1 Cor. i. 10). But the Psalmist rises to
the true note and only source of calm. "Hope thou in God." Hope
peers through the long vista of possible trials, and sings " I shall yet
praise Him." There is a well-known allegorical picture of Hope sitting
on a grey world, with bandaged eyes, and ear bent to catch the melody
of the last string on her harp. All the rest broken and the world
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beneath her. ]\fay we not see in this the only string that neVeI' fails.
" The Lord is my strength and my song."
" From the best bliss that earth imparts
We turn unfilled to Thee again."
I had a letter recently from a friend in which she told me of an
apparently hopeless week-end, financially, nothing in. She was praying
about it, when quite unexpectedly, as far as the source of help was
concerned, a letter came that last day of the week, with a 20/- note in
it, thus relieving her. Ah! dear friend, hope on. "Hope thou .in
God." He brings relief not in my way, not in thy way, but in His own
way. ~ot from people round, not from expected friends, but He
works through thc unexpected. Israel did not expect to walk dryshod
through the Jordan. J onah did not expect a whale. Daniel did not
look upon the lion's den beforehand as a mcans of bringing a royal
decree to fear his God. No, we know not how, but we are still to go on
hoping. "Hope thou in God: for I shall yet pmise Him Who is the
health of my countenance and my God." Hope, for having God we
have all things. "All things are yours ... ye are Christ's and
Christ is God's."
Why be cast down 1 Gloom around thee but glory before thee;
darkness around but daystar before; perplexity around, but clear light
beyond; enemies on all sides, but exultation and victory in front.
That loud cry on the cross, "My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Mc 1 " was for you and for me. In Him we died and in Him
we triumph. He will never, no never, no never forsake us.
"Why, why art thou cast down, 0 my soul 1" "Hope still and
thou shalt sing."
:May the Holy Spirit enable us to rise above the visible around and
by faith to see the Throned One in Whom is our life, and rejoice.
Why? Hope amd tlwu shalt yet praise.
NETTlE.
NOTWITHSTANDING-NEVERTHELESS.
"Notwithstanding, the £ord stood with me, a.nd st·rengthened lIle."
2 TIMOTHY iv. 17.
" Nevertheless a.ftel·wa.rd."-HEBREws xii. 11.

THESE choice portions were recently sent me by two of God's dear
c!lildren, and were applied ,vith much sweetness and power to my
heart. The fonner was sent before an ordeal through which I had t{)
pass, and the latter, a.fter the trial. Thus our Heavenly Father prepares
us for the trial, supports ns in it, and then sanctifies it to us.
.. Deep waters crossed life's pathway,
'1'he hedge of thorns was sharp;
These all now lie behind me,
Oh! for a well· tuned harp!"

J. R. H.

•
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OPENING WORDS.
" By the Word of God the hea'Vens were of old, and the earlh . . . . TI,e
heave-ns a4!d I-he earth which a"e now, by the same Word are kepi
in store. . . . The heavens shall pass "w"y with" great noise . . .
the earth also, and the w01'ks that a"e therein, shall be bn,."ed up."
2 PETER iii. 6-10.
" 1Ieaven and earth shall pass away: but My Word shall not 1)(1S.o
away. "-L UKE xxi. 33.
AFTER looking into the closing words of the r-especti"c Books of the
Bihle, naturally one's thoughts turned to the opening scenes. Ho"almost invariably tlus fact is prominent in the first chapter of a Book,
i.e., the Lord's own existellce ""d WO"d; and God meeting man's weakness and need. Space forbids reference to every instance; one must,
with a few exceptions, generalize rather than specify. It is, too, with
reverent fear that I venture to dwell on this great subject at all,
realizing that it is verily" holy ground." Notwithstanding, may God
t.he Spirit enable and unfold, and use the study to His people's profit.
The God of thc Word, Father, Son, and Spirit, is the Sun and centre
of the Word of God. Therefore we cannot be surprised that He gives
this pre-eminence to Himself. And just as there is special significance
attached to closing words, so there is special interest in opening
scenes.

Hence Gen. i. will always hold its own for attraction and man·el.
Who cannot recall the wonder and awe inspired in childhood when
we first heard the story of the creation? To summarize the chapter:
First the creative power of God is referred to, "In the beginning
God created, etc." Then the Word of Jehovah alone brought about
the wondrous changes there depicted in rapid succession. "God
said . . . and it was so," we are told five times. Light out of darkness
(verse 3). Order out of chaos (verscs 6, 9). Producc out of barrenness (verses 11, 12). Division out of confusion (verscs 14, 15).
Finally" God created man in His own image" (verse 27), and to him,
twice more we read, "God said . . . Be fruitful ... I have given
you everything," et<J. (verses 28, 29). "And God saw that it ,ns
good" occurs seven times, including verses 4 and 31. Is it too broad
to say that in Gen. i. wc have the introduction of "everything"
" good" except the Sabbath, which is added in ii. 1-3? Alas! evil
came later, but that not from God but from the devil and man. And
immediately following that, redemption is declared, and substitution
pronused in the precious blood of Christ for man's atonement and
salvation. It is meet to dwell somewhat at length on the first chapter
in the Bible, when God made man siuless after His own likeness. As
soon too, as he lost his conscience, God met him as a fallen sinner
and provided a way of escape for him, and undertook to save him
from the results of his fall.
In the first chapter of Exodus we find God meeting the piety of the
Hebrew nudwives who" feared God" (verse 17). "Therefore God
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dealt well with" them, and "because (they) feared God, He made
them houses" (verses 20, 21). Peace and prosperity are the spiritual
lot of the servants and followers of the Lord. His blessing rests 011
and follows all who obey His Word.
A frequent commencement to a Book is, " The Lord spake "; and
" The Word of the Lord" is the opening sentence in nearly all the
prophetical Books. Something that implies one or other of these
occurs in the opening chapter of the following Books: Lev. i. 1;
Num. i. 1; Deut. i. 6.; Josh. i. 1; Judges i. 2; 2 Kings i. 17; Ezra
i. 1; Neh. i. 5; Job i. 7; Isa. i. 2; Jer. i. 2; Ezek. i. 3; Hosea i. 1 ;
Joel i. 1; Amos i. 3; Obad. i. 1; Jonah i. 1; lVIicah i. 1; Nahum
i. 12; Zeph. i. 1; Hag. i. 1; Zech. i. 1; Mal. i. 1. Thus three of
the major and eleven of the minor prophets begin by referring to
Almighty authority; while Hab. i. 5, " Behold ye, etc.," is undoubtedly
the Word of God Himself. Oh! that all ministers and stewards
to-day were as bent on keeping to God's Word alone, and proclaiming
that to all their hearers. Would that England and the nations might
come back to the Bible beliefs and Scripture authority, and declare
and uphold " the Word of the Lord" as unaltered and unalterable!
His Word never will change. It is to our grief and loss that we attempt
to change it, or refuse to accept it intact, and hold it as invalid and
declare it nil. We cut out tlus and eliminate that to our shame and
danger. God's Word and the whole of it, as inspired by the Spirit,
is our anchor, and stronghold, and citadel. The Lord help us to " cling
to the Bible, the best book of all."
Again, "I will make My Words known unto you," is the Divine
declaration of Prov. i. 23. And the Second Person in the Trinity
speaks in Solomon's Song i. 8. "If thou know not," etc.
In 1 Sam. i. it was the Lord Who met Hannah, and after her long
waiting gave her her desire and abundant blessing in the gift wlrich
she "lent to the Lord." Prayer is ever heard, though sometimes
the answer is long delayed. The Lord's time is fixed, His way is sure,
and His blessing full to overflowing. "When He openeth His hand
we are filled with good."
Thus the Word of the Lord and the Lord Himself is the endless
theme of the opening chapter of nearly every Book in the Old Testament. The exceptions to tlris are few. Ruth i.; 2 Sarn., 1 Kings i.,
1 Chron. i., Esther i., Eccles. i., Lam. i., and Dan. i., are the only
ones that contain no definite reference to His Word in their first
chapter. Yet in all but three of these (2 Sam. i., 1 Chron. i., and
Esther i.) there is a distinct mention of God as existing. And even
these three just as surely prove and uphold the reality and existence of
our God. He was working for Ruth through Boaz, though all seemed
dark to Naomi. He was working for the Jews through Esther, though
all seemed midnight blackness to the nation at that time. So, too, Saul's
death in 2 Sam. i., Solomon's accession in 1 Kings i., and the names
and posterities of the forefathers in 1 Chron. i. all show in their own
sphere the Word, and_ work, and.existence of the God of the Bible.
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Turning to an old Bible containin~ the markings of my girlhood I
find these notes: At the end of Deuteronomy, "The Lord your (or
our) God" occurs three hWldred times in Deuteronollly. At the
end of Ezekiel, " Ye shall know that I am the Lord" occurs sixty-three
times. "Saith the Lord (God) " occurs three hundred and nine times
in Ezekiel. .
Coming to the New Testament it is still the same, seen from a different
focus. The Lord Jesus Christ Who is Himself the Word of God (sec
John i. 1, 14; 1 John i. 1; Rev. xix. 13) is the sum and substance
of the first chapter of each of the four Gospels. The First or Second
Person of the Trinity is referred to-and in many places both Father
and Son-in the first verse of the first chapter of all the remaining
Books, the last two Epistles of John only excepted; where the Name
which is above every name is not mentioned till the third verse of 2 John,
and the eleventh verse of 3 John.
Another fact holds mighty weight in the New Testament. Constantly our Lord Himself quoted the Word of God-referring to it
and appealing to it. "It is written" was His authority for cleansing
the Temple (Matt. xxi. 13; Mark xi. 17; Luke xix. 46). "It is
written" was His argument against Satan three times, " It is written
.. Then the devil leaveth Him" (Matt. iv. I-H). We do well to
remembel' that it is also our own strongest weapon for good, and ou r
safest fOillldation for warfare.
The opening words of the first Book of the Bible are, "In the
beginning ... God said" (Gen. i. 1-3); written long after, the opening words of one of the last Books of the Bible are, "God . . . hath
in these last days spoken" (Heb. i. 1-2). The God of the past is
the God of the present and the God of all ages; and the Word of God
is still the subject of the Scriptures, in spite of intervening centuries.
The God of creation is the God of preservation, and the Word of God
still holds good. "For ever, 0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven"
Since it is "settled" there by Jehovah, it cannot be altered here by
man.

Thus throughout the Scriptures the Word of God has ever been the
strength of the law (the Pentateuch); the guide of kings; the armour
of prophets; the bulwark of the church; the stay of the saint; the
hope of the sinner, and the anchor of the soul. May that precious
'Word be more and more in our hand, and in our head, and in our
hearts: as our spear, and our shield, and our safeguard. For" the
grass withereth, the flower fadeth; but the Word of our God shall
stand for ever."
N~

Eltham, S.p 9.

ELEAi'WR CoNYERS BOWER.

IT is no want of charity, therefore, to declare that they (the
wearers of vestments) remain with us in order that they may substitute
the Mass for the COllllllunion, the obvious aim of the Reformers having
been to substitute the COlllmunion for the Mass.-A,·chbis}wp L<mgley.

,-
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THE DEITY OF CHRIST.
THE Lord Jesus Christ, the second person in the adorable Trinity, is
the brightness, the emanation, or forth-beaming ray of the Father's
glory, and is, by virtue of that eternal, incomprehensible derivation,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not
made; co-equal partaker of one substanee, of the same numerical
nature and essence with the Father; and by Whom all things were
made. It is impossible for the utmost power of language to express
the Deity of Christ in terms more strong, explicit, and decisive than
the Scriptures.
That the Son of God, as such, is and must be God, or a person in
the Divine nature; "Unto the Son, He saith, Thy throne, 0 God,
is for ever and ever" (Heb. i. 8). The Son of God was manifested,
and is the same with" God was manifested in the flesh" (1 John i.
2 and 1 Tim. iii. 16). Certain it is that the eternal Deity of the second
person in the Trinity results necessarily and solely from His eternal
Sonship or from His having been everlastingly begotten of the Father
in the same infinite and uncl.ivided essenee.
The Son of God, as such, cannot possibly be inferior to the Father.
There can be no differenee, and consequently no inequality of nature,
between theJ!l. Even amongst men, a son is as much a human being
as his father; and surely, the uncreated and eternally begotten Son
of the Father Almighty is, and must be, as truly a Divine Being as
the Father Who begat Him.-Toplady.
THE BISHOP OF LONDON AND HIGH MASS.
REFERRING to the movement which was steacl.ily transforming the character of the serviees in our parish churches, Sir William J oynson-Hicks,
~I.P., said at the recent Annual Meeting of the National Church League,
that in a parish under the patronage of the Bishop of London the
following notice had appeared: "The Bishop of London will pontificate
at High Mass, and will preach a sermon at the 10 a.m. service at
St. Mellitus Church, Hanwell, to-morrow, the Sunday within the
octave of the patronal feast. The Mass, which will probably attract
-a good deal of attention, will be carried out in striet accordance with
the Pre-Reformation English rite, the details of which have been
perfected at St. Mellitus." .The notice continued-he hoped not
significantly-" The local fire brigade will be present." "Really,"
added Sir William, "if my friend the Bishop of London is going to
, pontificate' at Pre-Reformation Masses in a church of which he is
patron, how can we look to him to guard the great faith of the Reformation! "-English Churchman, May 17, 1923.
HUGH BINNING, a young Scotch preacher, when dying in the year
1653, remarked, "To a dying man one line of the Bible is worth more
than all human learning."-P,·eachers of Scotland, p. 135.
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III fl!lemoriam.
TWO NEW ZEALAND SAINTS.
A LETTER from Miss Clara Woodward, of Kew, Duneclin, New Zealand,
dated April 16th, and l'eceived by us at the end of May, conveys to
us the tidings of the Home-call of two of God's saints who were living
in New Zealand. Miss Woodward has been a reader of this magazine for
many years, and she loves the truths for which it stands. She tells
us that her father, Henry Woodward, passed peacefully awa\' at his
home in Dunedin, New Zealand, on the 14th of December, 1922, at
the age of 83. He was a member of Gran Chapel, London, before
going to New Zealand in 1879. The trut.hs which fell from the lips
of the late Mr. Thomas Bradbury, minister of Grove Chapel, abode
with him, his daughter says, " through the Holy Spirit's power, until
his deatb, although he never heard the samc doctrines preached since
he left home. He indeed believed in the love of the Father, the blood
of the Son, and the power of the Holy Ghost for His salvation.
His loving sister, Emma Woodward, joined him on April 3rd last,
aged 71. She was one of God's saints. Her painful illness was borne
with the patience that is in Christ Jesus. It could be truly said of
both of them:" I stand upon IIis merit,
I l{llOW no safer stand,

Not e'en where glory d\\'elleth
In Immanuel's land."

lIfiss Woodward adds, "They both lovcd t he doctrines of free and
sovereign grace, and died in the faith and fear of God's elect."
It is cheering to hear that the influence of Divine truth heard in
England continued to be felt and to operate out in New Zealand.
How saddening to know, however, that not only in New Zealand,
but here in the homeland, it is a rare thing to meet with a ministry
where the whole counsel of God is faithfully and lovingly preached.
We hope that Miss Woodward may be able to influence others out in
_
New Zealand to become subscribers to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and we . /_" tender to her our warm Christian sympathy.
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<aorref)ponlJenrr.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Edit01' of THE GOSPEl, ~1AGAZDm.
DEAR FRIEND-We are greatly indebted to the readers of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE who so willingly supply us with the magazines and literature
for the use of our sailors aucl soldiers in the various parts of the world.
It greatly rejoices our heart to be permitted to send these free-grace
magazines, and also to know that they are valued by the men. We
are also continually in 'need of fresh bound volumes for libraries. A
lady in sending a copy of the Life of John Wycliffe, says, "How it
would open the eyes of some. Wycliffe's whole life spent to free us
from Rome is now of no avail, and England is again being trapped
through ignorance of Gospel truth."
Yours sincerely,
6, Stirling Road, Balh Road,
R. E. BmDER.
B"istol, J ttne, 1923.

lJearon.
THE PROPOSED REVISION OF THE PRAYER BOOK."
By THE REV. N. F. DUNCAN, M.A., VICAR OF CROOKES, SHEFFIELD.
PERHAPS I may be allowed to make a few remarks of a general nature
on the Revision proposals as a whole. First I would plead that the
proposals are prematt,re. In the final Recommendations with which
the Royal Commissioners closed their Report on Ecclesiastical Discipline in 1906, the fiTst re,commendation urged that" practices plainly
significant of teaching repugnant to the doctrine of the Church of
England, and certainly illegal, should he promptly made to cease by
the exercise of the authority belonging to the Bishops and, if necessary,
by proceedings in the Ecclesiastical Courts" We are still waiting for
the Bishops to put this initial recommendation into practice. The
Commission gave them a splendid opportunity of taking a definite
and loyal stand in this matter; but they have ignored the first recommendation, and have elected to throw all their energies into the second.
By so doing they have not only made the proposals for revision
premature, but they have prejudiced the cause of true revision by
continning to allow illegal practices and, in lllany cases, by promoting
the offenders, and thus encouraging the very evils which the Commission so emphatically condemned. Let us demand that first things
should come first, and that revision should be postponed until the
Church of England is loyally purged of rank disloyalty.
In the next place, the present proposals spell confusion (!nd (livision .
• Paper l't'ad at the Rea.ding Conference of the Church Associatiun.
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Convocation has done many strange things, but it may be doubted
whether it has ever exceeded the folly of burdening the Church of
England with two alternative Prayer Books. The fact that this
proposal should have been endorsed and adopted by the Revision
Committee of the National Assembly, and should have received the
general approval of the Assembly itself, does not tend to increase
our respect for that body. The Athenian spirit, which ever seeks
some new thing for the sake of novelty, will, in most parishes, crave
for the new alternative Form, and will not be happy till it gets it.
Those who care nothing for the heritagc won for us at so great a cost,
and whose only principle is that everything should be ,. up-to-date,"
will protest that the unchanged Prayer Book is no longer good enough
f()f them. Which of the two Books will have precedence in official
or combined gatherings of a corporate character 1 And when, as
often happens, several burial parties meet in a cemetery chapel, which
Form will be used 1 And which in Public Schools, Colleges, and
Training Institutions 1
Again, we have been told that our present Book is obsolete and
archaic in many of its parts and expressions, and that we must have a
modern phraseology, understanded of the people. Yet a mere glance
through the new Form fails to impress one with a sense of any real
improvement in this respect. And one is painfully conscious of the
inferiority of the phrasing of the new Book. Experts whose"attempts
at prayer composition only succeed in enhancing by cont.rast the
majesty and superiority of that which they have set out to " enrich"
had really better leave the Prayer Book alonc.
.
And what about the Calendar 1 Bishop Knox rightly demands
that it be purged "of some fifty saints whose teaching was vitally
opposed to Scripture." There is no such purging in the new proposals.
On the contrary, the evil is increased, so that Bishop Knox has to
ask, "Is it not incongruous, almost blasphemous, that we should he
asked to praise God for the t~aching of St. Thomas Aquinas, the great
exponent of the' superstition-mongering' doctrine of Transubstantiation, and of the necessity of 'removing all heretics from the world
by death' 1" A Calendar truly worthy of the Church of England
would be very different from that which is to be perpetnated, and
further medirevalized, in the proposed altcrnative Prayer Book. We
must break away from the bondagc of servitude to Rome in the
selection of "saints." Papal canonization is no fit guide for Englancr s
choice of those whom she delights to honour.
We are plainly told by the Revision Committee of the National
Assembly that there is no fina.lity in the present proposals. The
tinkering is to go on. "We have clearly indicated," say they, "that
further revision not only may, but will, be needed in future." An
examination of their work inclines one to agree with them. Only
let us hope that the" further revision" may be in the direction of
re"asserting Reformation principlcs and undoing the .mischief of the
present proposals.
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But I must proceed to the special aspects of thc matter, contained
in the heading of my paper.
MORNING AKD EVENIKG PRAYER.

Perhaps no part of our Church Services is of greater value and
importancc than the opening Scripture, Exhortation, Confession, and
Absolution at the commencement of Morning and Evening Prayer.
And we know why pllhlic confession and absolution were thus
emphasized. But in the alternative Book the m.inister may substitute
for the Exhortation, except on two Sundays in the year, the bare
invitation, "Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God,"
and a rubric provides that "when the Order for Morning [why not
Morning (md Evening?] Prayer immediately precedes the Holy Communion, it shall be permissible for the Minister, at his discretion, to
begin at the Versicle, ' 0 Lord, open Thou our lips,' " thus displacing
the initial Exhortation, Confession, and Absolution altogether. Needless to say, the revisers have not taken the opportunity of altering or
doing away with the misleading and, I venture to think, misinterpreted
rubric which provides that the Absolution "be pronounced by the
Priest alone, standiug." So far from doing this, they have placed in
the course of a " Late Evening Service" a rubric which rims: "If a
Priest be present, he shall stand and pronounce the following
Absolution." Surely it ought not to be forbidden to a deacon to
declare to the congregation that God pardons and absolves all true
penitents '!
The proposed omission of the last four verses of the Venite will, I
hope, never be tolerated. The proposal is symptomatic of the desire
to avoid all mention of the wrath of God which is observable in some
other parts of the proposed revision (notably in the shameful mutilation
of the Ten Commandments both in the Communion and in the
Catechism). The somewhat lengthy" alternative ending," provided
for use after the Thin). Collect in Evening Prayer, can scarcely be
regarded as an improvement on the time-honoured and dignified
prayers of the present Prayer Book. The new Form certainly does
not furnish the simpliCity of language and style supposed to be
necessary for the evening worship of to-day. The thinly-veiled prayer
for the dead which follows the invitation, "Let us remember before
God the faithful departed," is distinctly out of harmony with the
Reformation Settlement. And the final prayer, "The Almighty and
merciful God bless and keep us this night and for evermore, Amen,"
is a very poor substitute for" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with us all
evermore, Amen."
In the alternative Prayer Book the so-called Creed of St. Athanasius
is appointed only for Trinity Sunday, and is to be rendered in a revised
translation which, while making no alteration in the sense, is singularly
lacking in rhythm and euphony.
In connection with Morning and Evening Prayer we should take
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note of the omissions from the Psalms, o~dered on pages 116, 117
(N. 84). In regard to these, one can only say that no onc need be
surprised wben revisers who dare to mutilate the Ten Commandmcnts
of God proceed to carve up the Psalms of David. But those of us
who believe in the Divine inspiration of the Psalms cannot acquiesce
in the revision now proposed, and by which in Psalm xiv. verses 5 to 7
are ordered to be omitted, tbe same fate being applied to verse 16 of
Psalm Iv., the whole of Psalm Iviii., verses 21-23 in Psalm lxyiii.,
verses 23 to 29 in Psalm lxix., verses 5 to 19 in Psalm cix., verses "7 to 9
in Psalm cxxxvii., verses 9 and 10 in Psalm cxl., and verses "7 and 8 in
Psalm cxli. These omissions throw some light upon the proposed
alteration of the plain, straightforward question in the" Making of
Deacons," "Do you unfeignedly believe all the Canonical Scriptures
of the Old and the New Testament ~ " to " Do you unfeignedly believe
all the Canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, as given
of God to convey to us in many parts and in divers manner the
Revelation of Himself which is fulfilled in our Lord Jesus Christ 1 "
The Occasional Prayers provided in the Alternative Book include" A
Commemoration of the faithful Departed," and other numerous prayers
and thanksgivings. It is noteworthy that the occasional pra\·ers
proposed by Convocation" for the due obsen·ance of Sunday" and
., for the Navy and Army of the King," with some others, faile<l to
meet the approval of the Committee of the ::'fational Assembly and
are omitted, though they seem to be more worthy of inclusion than
some of those which are proposed.
Alterations and additions in the
COLLECTS, EPISTLES, AND GOSPELS

would form a study in thelllSelves. I can only briefly note the needless
and undesirable addition of Collects, Epistles, and Gospels for " The
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary," " The Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary," and tbe " Commemoration of All Souls," the latter an
addition against which the strongest and most determined protest
should be made, and the two former tending to encourage the aheady
too great inclination in certain quarters towards Mariolatry. In the
Collect for "The Consecration of a Chmch," the building is called
"this holy temple" in spite of the fact that there is now but one
temple-the temple not made with bands, in beaven, and that the
Christian worship of the New Testament is moulded aftCl: the pattern
of the synagoguc rather than that of the temple.
CONFIRMATIO~ .

The proposed changes in the Order of Confirmation are in the direction
of sacramentalism, and are therefore to be deplored. The" preface"
In the present Order is henceforth to be a mere rubric in the Alternative
Book, and the salutary reminder that the candidates have something
to confirm before they can be truly confirmed is weakened, if not
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destroyed, by the change of "they may themselves
ratify and
confirm the same" into" they may themselves . . . ratify and confess
the same," a similar change being introduced into the question
addressed to the candidates, " Do ye here, in the presence of God and
of this congregation, renew the solemn promise and vow that was made
in your name at your baptism, ratifying and confirming the same in
your own persons" (the word" confessing" being now substituted for
" confirming "). The omission of the word "hereafter" (" none
hereafter shall be confirmed but such as," etc.) is regrettable, for it
is the removal of an old landmark in the path of departure from
Romish error and practice. Instead of the present preface, a new
one is compiled, incorporating Acts viii. 14-17, and adding the sacramental interpretation, "Holy Scripture doth here teach us that in
Confirmation there is an outward sign, the laying on of hands with
prayer, the effectual token of an inward grace which is the strengthening
gift of the Holy Spirit to those who rightly receive it. And forasmuch
as this gift cometh from God alone, we here present shall make our
supplication to Almighty God, as the apostles (lid, that He will pour
forth His Holy Spirit upon those who in Baptism were made his
children by adoption and grace," etc. One of the occasional prayers
for Morning and Evening Prayer is for Confirmation candidates, " who
at this time are seeking the gift of the Holy Ghost though the laying
on of hands." Advocates of apostolical succession w:ill see no
objection to such wording, but I venture to think that the present
Form is preferable, and should suffice.
THE BURIAL SERVICE.

The reVISIOn proposals for an alternative Burial Service include
the saying, or singing, both before and after the Psalms, of the
Antiphon or Anthem, " 0 Saviour of the world, who by thy Cross and
precious Blood hast redeemed ns, save us and help us we humbly
beseech thee, 0 Lord," the addition of two more alternative Psalms
(xxiii. and cxxx.), an abbreviation of the Lesson from 1 Cor. xv. (witir
the provision of two other alternative passages), the alteration of the
words" our vile body" to " the body of our low estate," the provision
of an alternative form of committal, the addition of certain versicles
and prayers, the addition of certain rubrics, one of which contemplates
the occasion of " a special celebration of the Holy Communion on the
day of the burial," and the provision of a prayer for the consecrati!Jn
of a grave "if need so require." There is also an Order which
may be used for the burial of a Baptized child, one to be used
" when Prayer Book Service may not be used," and one for the
Burial of an Unbaptized Child. No one would object to the
provision of special forms for the Burial of infants, baptized or
nnbaptized, or to the use of alternative lessons or the option of the
23rd Psalm (eminently suitable for a Burial Service). But we do
protest aganst the introduction of Prayers for the Dead (a) in the
alternative Committal (" we commend into thy hands of mercy, most
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merciful Father, the soul of this our brother departed . . . that when
the judgment shall come which thou hast co=itted to thy ",eUbeloved Son, both this our brother and we may be found acceptable in
thy sight"); (b) in the Versicles (" Enter not into judgment with thy
servant 0 Lord: Grant unto him eternal rest and let perpetual light
shine upon him "). It is a very serious thing to subject all who attend
funerals, whatever their views may be, to the unscriptural and souldeceiving practice of Prayers for the Dead. In many cases the use of
such prayers must give pain and distress at a time when all needless
cause of offence should be specially a voided.
I have tried to be as brief as possible in order that adequate time
should be given to the much more important paper by Mr. Prescott
Upton which is to follow. But while we all recognize that the chief
perils of the proposed revision are connected, as he will show, with
the treatment of the Sacraments, I hope I have to some extent made
it clear that the proposals before us are likely to injure and confuse
the whole liturgical system of our Church, and therefore call for
uncompromising opposition, especially in so far as the provision of an
alternative Prayer Book, and the introduction of anything which
would in any way affect the great principles and doctrines enshrined
in the Reformation Settlement are concerned.

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEtlTD SOCIETY.
THE Quarterly RecQ1'd for July contains Portraits and Sketches of the
late Mr. John Piggott, of Bexley, and Mrs. Moss, of Croydon, together
with a variety of articles bearing upon the work. Copies will he sent
post free, to any address, together with other literature of the Society.
It is desired to increase the number of new annual subscribers, and
the circulation of the Society's publications is a means to this end.
Our friends are cordially invited to the meetings at our Hornsey
Rise Home, on Friday, July 6th. lIfiss Philpot, daughter of the late
Rev. J. C. Philpot, 1l'l.A., will open the Sale of Work at 12 o'clock.
Refreshments will be provided, and in the afternoon and evening
Sermons will be preached by the Revs. H. Atherton and Dr. Hamilton.
Visitors will be delighted with the garden and with opportunities of
fellowship with the aged pilgrims.
A new illustrated booklet, entitled" Opportunity," for enclosure in
letters, is nearly ready.
Social meetings, addressed by various friends, have recently cheered
the inmates of our Homes. The project for erecting a new Home at
Tunbridge Wells is shaping satisfactorily, and much local interest is
attaching to it.
With 1018 pensioners and eight Homes to maintain, the claims upon
the Institution are increasing, but the Committee look unto the Lord,
Who is "Jehovah-Jireh."

