THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE .
.. CO)[F'()RT YE, CO)1FORl' YE MY PEOPLE, S..\ITH YOUR COD."
.. ESDEA.VOUnDW TO KE&P TIlE UNITY 0);' THE SPIIUT IN TIm BOND all' PEACE."
•• JESUS CH1UST. TUB SAME YESTERD.O\Y, AND TO-DAY, A.'m FOR EVER."

No. 727,

I

NEW ~ERIES. J

JULY, 1926.

( No. 1,927,
\ OLD SERIES

OR, WQnDS OF SPIRITUAL OAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation~ that we may be able to comfort them which are in Rny
tfOuLle, by t·he comfort wherewith we ourselns are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

A SONG FOR THE FAMILY.
" I will siru; of Thy power,. yea, I will siru; aloud of Thy mercy
in the morniru;: for Thou hast been my defence and refuge in
the day of my trouble. Unto Thee, 0 my strength, will I siru; :
fo-r GOD is my defence, and the GOD of my mercy."-PsALM

lix. 16, 17.
IT is beautiful to read of our LORD and His disciples, that" when
they had sung an hymn, they went out into the Mount of Olives "
(Matt. xxvi. 30). In another place our LORD represents Himself
as the Leader of the singing. He says, "In the midst of the
Church will I sing praise unto Thee" (Heb. ii. 12). Paul and
Silas had grace to sing praises unto GOD even when they were in
the innermost dungeon at Philippi, their backs smarting with the
stripes they had received, and their feet fast in the stocks. They
did this in midnight darkness.
Singing is one of the spiritual exercises in which the family of
GOD should engage. Singing and making melody in the heart to
the LORD is an evidence that we are "filled with the SPffiIT"
(Ephes. v. 18, 19).
Psalms and hJIllllS and spiritual songs are intended to be used
by the LORD'S family. David was a member of that family, and
he was distinguished for the many psalms which he wrote under
the influence of the SPffirT of GOD. He was" The sweet Psalmist
of Israel," and he says, "The SPffiIT of the LORD spake by me,
and His word was in my tongue" (1 Sam. xxiii. 1, 2). He was,
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however, not only a composer of psalms, he was also a singer.
" I will sing," he says, "yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD"
(Psalm xxvii. 6). We are not to assume that he was always
singing. Sometimes we find him groaning. He was oppressed with
the burden of his iniquities, and went mourning all the day long.
He was feeble and sore broken, so that he "roared by reason of
the disquietness of his heart" (see Psalm xxxviii. 4-9). We must
not be surprised if mourning and groaning and roaring may sometimes be our experience. But we greatly err if we imagine that
GOD'S people are always to be mourning and groaning. Joy,
gladness, and singing are also characteristics of the members of
GOD'S family. In fact the apostle says, " AB sorrowful yet alway
rejoicing" (2 Cor. vi. 10). We have always great reason to rejoice
and to sing unto the LORD. However conscious we may be of
our sins, and however numerous our trials, we have always abundant
ground for praise and thanksgiving. GOD is for us, even when
all things seem against us. Let us beware of looking too much
on the dark side of things. "Why art thou cast down, 0 my
soul ~ and why art thou disquieted within me ~ hope thou in
GOD: for I shall yet praise Him, 'Who is the health of my countenance, and my GOD" (Psalm xlii. 11).
" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head."
We know what it is to have a heavy heart, and to sit under
the juniper tree, but we want to encourage ourselves and our
readers in the LORD our GOD. We propose, therefore, to choose
a song for the members of the LORD'S family to sing. It is sometimes a difficult thing to choose the hymns for a meeting of the
LORD'S family. We feel that the LORD'S guidance should always
be sought ere doing so. Here, however, is a song ready to hand.
It is a song which the LORD'S family should sing.
1. They should sing of GOD'S power. David says, " I will sing
of Thy power." This is a topic about which the saints should sing
in all ages. They believe in GOD the FATHER ALMIGHTY. They
believe in a GoD Who is Omnipotent. They believe in a GOD
of power.
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There is His power in ereation. His eternal power and GODHEAD
are understood and clearly seen in the things which GOD created
and made. "In the beginning GOD_ -created the heaven and the
earth." In six days He called all things into being, and thus
displayed in a marvellous manner His Almighty power. We need
to give unto Him glory, honour, and praise, because of His power
in creation. He has created (not evolved) all things, and for His
pleasure they are and were created.
There is His power in redemption. His power brought about
the Incarnation of His eternal SON. The power of the Highest
overshadowed the Virgin Mary, and hence the miracle of the
Incarnation. His power was seen in the ministry of the Redeemer.
GOD Anointed Him with the HOLY GHOST and with power, and
hence His miracles. Hence, too, His teaching. "His word was
with power." Divine power enabled our REDEEMER to drink the
cup of penal suffering as the Holy Substitute of His people. The
FATHER heard His cry, and strengthened ·Him for the terrible
ordeal.
Divine power raised our REDEEMER from the grave, and demonstrated for our comfort that He had exhausted the penalty of sin.
Divine power exalted Him to the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens as our Forerunner, and as the pledge of our future exaltation (see Eph. i. 19-22).
That same power brings the redeemed to the enjoyment of the
blessings of redemption. Divine power quickens the dead in sin,
enables them tOo believe to the saving of their souls, keeps them
while they are down here, and will at last elevate them to glory.
There is His power in providence. He, by His power, so superintends and controls all things that His people's wants are supplied,
their difficulties overcome, and their needed deliverances are
wrought out. Have we not found it so in our own experience ~
Here, then, is a topic about which the saints should ~ing. " I
will sing of Thy power."
2. Secondly, they should sing of His mercy. "I will sing aloud
of Thy mercy." Here is an inexhaustible theme on which the
saints may sing. There is His saving mercy. "According to His
mercy He saved us." There is His quickening or regenerating
mercy. "GOD, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love where-
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with He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with CHRIST" (Eph. ii. 4, 5). There is His' pardoning
mercy. "He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded
us according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is high above
the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear Him"
(Psalm ciii. 10, 11).
There is His compassing mercy. "He that trusteth in the
LORD, mercy shall compass him about" (Psalm xxxii. 10).
There is His upholding mercy. "When I said, My foot slippeth ;
Thy mercy, 0 LORD, held me up " (Psalm xciv. 18).
There is His preserving mercy. You were sitting quietly in the
house when suddenly a heavy picture fell from the wall, but,
through mercy, it did not fall on you. A tree fell across the road
during a storm, but through mercy, you were not there when
it fell.
In fact we have reason to " sing of the mercies of the LORD for
ever" (Psalm lxxxix. 1). He is " plenteous in mercy.'" His mercy
is "from everlasting to everlasting." All the paths of the LORD
are mercy and truth to His people, and His mercy, together with
His goodness, shall follow them all the days of their lives. Even
their dark days will bring with them many mercies. Let us not
hesitate, then, to sing aloud of His mercies.
3. Thirdly, David suggests to us that when we sing we should
sing aloud. To sing aloud is the opposite to singing silently. It
is possible just to hum a song of praise, but the Psalmist says,
"I will sing aloud," as much as to say, I will not keep my joy
entirely to myself. I will sing, so that others may know that I
am praising GOD for His mercy. It does others good to hear the
LORD'S people going about their work singing. Of course, there
are places where it is inappropriate to sing in the presence of
others, and the LORD'S family are to be wise, and judicious. But
when they mee~ together for worship they may appropriately sing
aloud of the mercies of the LORD. Of course there is a time to
sing even then, and a time to refrain from singing. When, however,
the minister has given out a hymn the whole congregation do well
to join together in singing aloud to the praise and glory of GOD.
Singing GOD'S praises, however, requires self-control, and a loving
consideration for one's neighbour. To sing aloud does not mean
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shouting or brawling or singing Without any regard for sweetness
and harmony and being in tune. There is no virtue in singing
out of tune, or singing at our own speed, without any regard for
the general comfort. If some sing at one speed, and some at
another, and some sing one tune and· others sing another tune,
confusion and distraction are the result. By all means let the
LORD'S family sing the praises of GOD, but the more sweetly they
sing and the more correctly they sing the better. Some people
are incapable of singing in tune. If such is the case, let them
sing as well as they can, and let those who are very musical be
forbearing and loving towards them. Even in singing we need
to consider one another and manifest love to one another.
4. Fourthly, David suggests that we do well to sing in the morning.
" I will sing aloud of Thy mercy in the morning." People who do
not appear at the LORD'S Day Services till the evening may fail
to sing in the morning. "It is a good thing to give thanks unto
the LORD, and to sing praises unto Thy Name, 0 most High: to
show forth Thy lovingkindness in the morning" (Psalm xcii. 1, 2).
Those members of the LORD'S family who miss the morning service,
miss a golden opportunity of singing of GOD'S mercy in the morning.
We are often more fresh in the morning. Do not wait till you
are fagged out and tired to sing of GOD'S mercies. Sing in the
'nlOrmng.
Of course you may sing at night, too. It is a good thing to
show forth GOD'S faithfulness every night, but do not miss the
mormng:
" Sweet is the work, my GOD, my KING,
To praise Thy name, give thanks, and sing,
To show Thy love by morning light,
And talk of all Thy truth at night."

5. Fi/thly, the members 0/ the LORD'S family should sing because
0/ their past experiences. With David they can say, "For Thou
hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble." Looking
back on the past they can recall how the LORD has defended them
from their enemies, and how tenderly He has sheltered them under
His wings in the time of their troubles. The recollection of His
past mercies calls for songs of praise and gratitude. If you have
experienced His power in redemption and in providence, what
cause you have to sing of His mercy.
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6. Sixthly, they should sing because of their present experience.

is now their refuge and strength. He is now their defender.
He is now the GoD Who is continually bestowing fresh mercies.
"His compassions fail not. They are new every morning." David
could say, " 0 my strength," referring to what GOD was to him
in his then present experience. He could say" GOD is my defence,
and the GOD of my mercy."
So dear, believing readers, as you realize that GOD is still your
portion, you will sing of His mercy.

GOD

7. Lastly, the members of

GOD'S

family should sing unto the

LORD.

"Unto Thee, 0 my strength, will I sing." We are not to sing
to the praise and glory of ourselves, but to the praise and glory
of our GoD. Sing into His ear. Sing with a consciousness of His
presence. Sing and make melody in your heart to the LORD.
"Sing aloud unto GOD our strength: make a joyful noise unto
the GOD of Jacob." "0 come, let us sing unto the LORD: let
us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation." "0 sing
unto the LORD a new song; for He hath done marvellous things."
(Psalms lxxxi. 1; xcv. 1; xcviii. 1.)
May the LORD Himself enable all His people to sing of His
power and His mercy; to sing in the morning; to sing aloud;
to sing of past mercies and present experiences, and to sing unto
Him as the eternal, the present and the future source of all our
merCIes.
" 0 LORD, open Thou my lips; and my mouth shall show forth
Thy praise" (Psalm li. 15).
THE EDITOR,
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

A CORRESPONDENT who has been reading the Thomas Wright's Life
of Toplady, writes: "His joyfulness in suffering is a practical illustration of the living power of the doctrines of Calvinism, and a proof
that a Calvinist is not a gloomy individual."
" I am more and more coming to the conclusion that Liberal Evangelicalism, etc., are the offspring of Arminianism, and that much of
the looseness of doctrine and instability of belief of the present day
can be put down to the same source."
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GOD'S CREATIVE WORD.
n.-THE EARTH.

" And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together
unto one place, ana let the dry land appear: and it was so. And
God called the dry land Earth,. and the gathering together of the
waters called He Seas: and God saw that it was good."GENESIS i. 9, 10.

WE saw in our previous article how God's creative word called
light into being (verse 3). We also saw that natural light is a
symbol of spiritual light, and we considered some of the teaching
of Scripture in reference to spiritual darkness and spiritual light.
We propose now to show how God's creative word called the
earth into being, and we also desire to direct attention to other
kindred truths in relation to the earth in which we live.
1. First, we are taught that the earth in which we live owes its
being to God's creative word. There was a time when there was no
earth, and when nothing existed except the Triune God-the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. We are taught this in the Psalms,
the Proverbs, the Gospels, and in the Epistles.
In the Psalms we read, " Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God" (Psalm xc. 2). There was
a time when the mountains had not been brought into being, and
when the earth and the world had not been formed.
In the Proverbs we read, " I (i.e., Christ) was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were
no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains
abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before
the hills was I brought forth: while as yet He had 1Wt made the earth,
nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When
He prepared the heavens I was there: when He set a compass
upon the face of the depth: when He established the clouds above:
when He strengthened the fountains of the deep: when He gave
to the sea His decree, that the waters should not pass His commandment: when He appointed the foundations of the earth:
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then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him: and I was
daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him" (Prov. viii. 23-30).
Incidentally we may notice that the eternal generation of Christ
is here taught: "When there were no depths," He says, "I was
brought forth." But we quote this remarkable passage to show
that there was a time when the earth, its fountains, its hills, its
clouds, and its seas, had no existence.
The Gospels teach the same great truth. AB" all things were
made" by the eternal Word, even by Christ the eternal Son, it
follows that there was a time when they did not exist. The Lord
Jesus, the Father's Only-begotten Son, could, therefore, say to
His Father, "Now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine Own
Self with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was."
Again, He says, "Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the
world" (John i. 3; xvii. 5, 24). The eternal Son had glory with
His Father, "before the world was," and He was the Object of His
Father's love "before the foundation of the world." All the many
sons who are to be brought to glory were also thought of, beloved,
and chosen in Christ" before the foundation of the world" (Ephes.
i. 4-6).
The Epistles teach the same truth in reference to the earth,
and in reference to all created things. They existed subsequently
to their Creator. They are not therefore eternal. Christ" is before
all things" (Col. i. 17). "The worlds were framed by the Word
of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear" (Heb. xi. 3). They were made out of nothing.
Before the creative word was uttered to call them into being they
had no existence. "By the Word of God the heavens were of
old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water"
(2 Peter iii. 5). Thus," In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth" (Gen. i. 1). "In six days the Lord made heaven
!Jond earth, the sea, and all that in them is " (Exod. xx. 11). There
is no room for the doctrine of evolution here. Heaven, earth, the
sea, and all things that are in them, were made in six days by
Jehovah. In this connection it is well to take note of the following fact concerning Charles Darwin, with whose name is closely
associated the teaching of evolution, and the denial of the creation
record as given in the first chapter of Genesis. In a letter written
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to a German youth in 1879, and printed on page 277 of VoL I,
of The Life and Letters of Charles Darwin, by his son, he said:
" I am much engaged, an old man, and out of health, and I cannot
spare time to answer your questions fully-nor, indeed, can they
be answered. Science has nothing to do with Christ, except in
so far as the habit of scientific research makes a man cautious in
admitting evidence. For myself, I do not believe that there ever has
been any revelation. As for a future life, every man must iudge
for himself between conflicting vague pobalnlities " (see " The Great
Co=oner's Speech," the late Mr. W. J. Bryan, in the Bible League
Quarterly, April-June, 1926, p. 78). The words which we have
italicized show that Darwin did not believe that God had revealed
Himself in the Bible. He, therefore, rejected the Bible as the
revelation of God's mind and will. It was no concern of his,
therefore, that his theory of man's development from an ape-like
creature conflicted with the plain declaration of the Word of God.
Yet, appalling fact, the leading men in the Christian Church have
preferred to believe the theory of an unbeliever in the Bible to the
teaching of the inspired Word of God. I1'loreover, the whole professing Church is largely permeated with Modernistic denials of
the great foundation truths of the Gospel in deference to evolutionary doctrines put forth by one who denied that God had revealed
Himself in the Written Word.
It is evident that God created the earth on the first day. He
created it in a formless and empty condition. It was at first
" without form and void; and darkness covered the face of the
deep" (Gen. i. 2).
2. Secondly, we are taught that God by His creative power separated
the solid earth from the water. On the second day, God said, " Let
there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide
the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament, and
divided the waters which were under the firmament from the
waters which were above the firmament. And it was so. And
God called the firmament Heaven." A firmament which God
called heaven was called into being, and this divided the waters
below the firmament from the waters above it. Heaven, therefore,
includes the air or atmosphere which envelops the earth. Some
think that the waters above the firmament refer not to the clouds,
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but to waters above the vault of heaven. Genesis vii. 11 and Psahn
cxlviii. 4 are quoted in favour of this view. Against this view,
however, is the fact that the word" heaven" is used for the aerial
region where the birds fly. "The fowls of the air" are literally
"the fowls of the heaven" (see Matt. vi. 26; viii. 20; xiii. 32,
where the word" air" in each case should be " heaven "). It is,
therefore, literally true that the clouds which pour out rain water
are above the aerial heavens. Moreover, the word "heaven" is
often used for the clouds. We read that "the heaven was shut
up," "the heaven gave rain," and we read of "power to shut
heaven, that it rain not" (see Luke iv. 25; James v. 18; Rev.
xi. 6).
.The waters being thus divided, God said, " Let the waters under
the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry
land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth;
and the gathering together of the waters called He Seas." Thus
the earth, created on the first day, was on the third day; separated
from the waters by the Word of God. Moreover, the Word of
God, which said, "Let the waters be gathered together unto one
place," was a Divine decree by which, until the great flood, the
seas were prevented from submerging the earth. That same
decree, however, is again in force. God's Covenant promise to
Noah and to his seed is, " The waters shall no more become a flood
to destroy all flesh." "Neither shall there any more be a flood
to destroy the earth" (Gen. ix. 11, 15).
The Lord Himself speaking to the Patriarch Job, said, "Who
shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued
out of the womb 1 When I made the cloud the garment thereof,
and thick darkness a swaddling band for it, and brake up for it
My decreed place, and set bars and doors, and said, Hitherto
shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves
be stayed 1" (Job xxxviii. 8-11). Again, speaking through the
Prophet Jeremiah, Jehovah says, "Fear ye not Me 1 saith the
Lord: will ye not tremble at My presence, which have placed the
sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot
pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can
they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over
it 1" (Jer. v. 22). Thus the waters of the mighty ocean are kept

The Gospel Magazine

.
,

-

•
•

287

under Divine control. They cannot submerge the earth, because
Jehovah hath decreed otherwise. The waves may toss themselves
proudly and roar, but they cannot pass the bounds of the Divine
decree. The inhabitants of the earth are assured of safety from
·a universal deluge because the Word of the Lord hath gone forth
that never again will there be a flood to destroy all flesh. Here
we would quote a passage from The Nw Geology, p. 685, by Pro£.
McCready Price. He says, " There is plenty of water on the globe
to cover the whole of it; in fact, if all the lands were submerged
beneath the sea, and the solid parts all smoothed out to a uniform
level, the ocean would stand at a depth of a mile and a half all
·over the globe. Hence the old quibble about there not being
enough water on the earth to cover all the lands, is seen to be
without any scientific foundation. There is enough water and
plenty to spare." We need to thank God for His sovereign power
exercised in regard to " the fountains of the great deep."
3. We are taught that by His creative word He made the earth
fmitful. "God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose
seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so." He spake
the word and the earth became fruitful. Not only so, but He,
by His creative word, made grass and herbs and trees reproductive.
The power to propagate their own species was imparted to grass,
herb, and tree. The whole human race is continually being bene·
fited by that productiveness of the earth which is due to God's
creative word. "He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle,
and herb for the service of man: that he may bring food out of
the earth" (Psalm civ. 14). In spite of man's sin, He has promised that "while the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest,
and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night,
shall not cease" (Gen. viii. 21). He gives rain and fruitful seasons,
filling our hearts with food and gladness. " He giveth to all life,
.and breath, and all things" (Acts xvii. 25). The continuous
.supply of meat to eat and raiment to put on is due to the purpose
.and mind of God expressed by His creative word. Moreover, the
beauty of the earth, the scenery which charms the eye, the rich
vegetation with which the earth is clothed, its trees, plants, and
flowers, all are due to His creative word.
•

•
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4. Fourthly, we are taught that God by His creative word illuminated
the earth with the heavenly bodies. Light was created on the first
day. Then on the fourth day lightbearers or luminaries were
created, and the light already existing was focused in the lightbearers. God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the
heaven ... and it was so. And God made two great lights;
the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the
night: He made the stars also." When we realize that there
are many millions of stars, and that man is unable to number
them, how remarkable it is that the record of their creation is given
in five words of one syllable (three words, if we leave out those in
italics), "He made the stars also." God, Who inspired Moses
to write the record, does not choose to dwell at length on this
great and stupendous display of His Omnipotence.
These lights which God created were: (1) To divide the day
from the night. We know that the daily revolution of the earth
on its own axis causes day and night. (2) These lights were to
be for signs. We read in Jeremiah }{. 2, "Thus saith the Lord,
Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the
signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them." The
word "sign" may be used in the sense of "wonder" and may
refer to such wonders as eclipses. All the heavenly bodies are
wonders, and are wondrous displays of Divine power, and should
make us say with the Psalmist, "When I consider Thy heavens,
the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou
hast ordained; what is man, that Thou art mindful of him ~ "
(Psalm viii. 3, 4). Truly," The heavens declare the glory of God;
and the firmament showeth His handiwork." Moreover, remarkable signs will appear in the heavenly bodies just before the Lord
comes (Luke xxi. 25). (3) The lights were to be for seasons. The
shining of the sun and moon indicate the seasons of day and night.
Moreover, the yearly revolution of the earth round the sun causes
the seasons of spring, summer, autumn, and winter, besides marking
off the period of time which we call a year. (4) The lights in the
firmament were " to give light upon the earth." "God set them
in the firmament of the heaven," for that very purpose. Thus
God displayed His Omnipotence to provide an innumerable multitude of luminaries to light up this small planet on which we live.
•
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With a lavish display of His power He lit up the heavens for the
benefit of those who dwell upon the earth. One great light He
specially made to rule the day, and another, a lesser light, to rule
the night. Moses teaches us that, "the Lord God hath divided
unto all the nations under the whole heaven" the sun, and the
moon, and the stars (Deut. iv. 19). Although He knew that man
would sin, yet for the benefit of the human race He set the heavenly
bodies in the firmament of the heaven. His power, His wisdom, and
His mercy were all displayed by the works of creation. Hence
the Psalmist says, "0 give thanks unto the Lord . . . to Him
that by wisdom made the heavens: to Him that stretched out
the earth above the waters: to Him that made great lights: the
sun to rule by day: the moon and the stars to rule by night:
for His mercy endureth for ever" (Psalm cxxxvi. 3-9). When we'
walk abroad at night and see the heavens lit up by the moon and
the stars, let us remember that their presence in the heavens
is a manifestation of God's mercy to His fallen creatures, and
especially to His Own people.
5. LasUy, we are taWJht great spiritual truths by the facts of creation
which we have been considering.
a. They tell us of God's wonderful power. "Our help," says the
Psalmist, "is in the Name of the Lord, Who made heaven and
earth" (Psalm cxxiv. 8). He realized that the God Who had
created the heaven, the earth, and the sea, and all that is in
them, is a God of unlimited power. He in Whom we trust and on
Whose arm we lean' is God the Father Almighty, the Maker of
heaven and earth. "Ab Lord God!" said J eremi~h, "behold,
Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power
and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee'"
(Jer. xxxii. 17).
The knowledge that our Covenant God has unlimited power to,
strengthen His people, to deliver them from danger, to keep them
in temptation and to intervene effectually on their behalf, is full
of sweet and unspeakable ·comfort to the children of God. His
Omnipotence displayed in creation is therefore the ground of confidence in His ability to do for His people more abundantly than
they can ask or think.
b. Creation truths tell us of Golfs wonderful providence. His.
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creative word by which the earth becaine perpetually fruitful,
carried with it the continuous supply of our daily food. We
rightly ask Him to "give us this day our daily bread," for our
food supply comes from Him. He superintends the seasons that
He may be able to satisfy the bodily desires of every living thing.
The eyes of all living creatures wait upon Him, and He gives them
their meat in due season. "He giveth to the beast his food, and
to the young ravens which cry" (Psalm cxlvii. 9). Much more doth
He supply the bodily wants of His believing people. When we
sit down to our meals let us remember that Almighty power and
Divine providence have prepared for us the bounties upon which
we feed.
. c. These creation truths tell us also ot Divine grace. The waters
which are above and below the firmament tell us of the water
of life. It is He Who " sendeth the springs into the valleys which
run among the hills" and quench our thirst. He is the Origin
and Source of our water supply. In like manner He is the Source
of the water of life. He is "the Fountain of living waters"
(Jer. ii. 13). He pours spiritual water upon him that is thirsty,
and floods upon the dry ground. When His poor and needy
people seek such water, and their tongue faileth for thirst, He will
hear them, He will not forsake them. 'When the Lord Jesus was
at Jacob's well, He said to the woman of Samaria, "'Whosoever
drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh
of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water
that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life" (John iv. 13, 14).
The food which by God's creative word is supplied for our
bodily wants points to Christ, the Bread of Life. " My Father,"
said our Lord, "giveth you the true bread from heaven. For
the bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven and giveth
life unto the world." Christ is the Bread of Life. He that
cometh to Him shall never hunger, and He that believeth on Him
shall never thirst (see John vi. 32-35).
The lightbearers which God has set in the firmament to give
light upon the earth tell us of Christ. To Him the Father said,
" I the Lord have called Thee in righteousness, and will hold Thine
hand, and will keep Thee, and give Thee for a Covenant of the
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people, f01' a light of the GentileJ;, to open the blind eyes, to bring
out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out
of the prison house" (Isa. xlii. 6, 7). He is "the Light of the
World" (John viii. 12). By reflecting His light His Church is in
a. secondary sense "the light of the world" (Matt. v. 14). Its
members are" light in the Lord." He is " the bright and morning
Star." He is also "the Sun of Righteousness" (Rev. x1l.ii. 16;
Mal. iv. 2). He illuminates dark hearts and disperses the darkness of sin and death. Moreover, as God by His creative word
created all things, and for His pleasure they are and were created,
so His people were "predestinated unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ unto Himself, according to the good pleaJJure of His
toiU, to the praise of the glory of His grace," and they are "His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath before ordained that they should walk in them" (Ephes.
i. 5, 6; ii. 10). The first of Genesis is thus full of Gospel truth.
" Divine Instructor, gracious Lord,
Be Thou for ever near:
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word,
And view my Saviour there! "
Whitington Vicarage,
THE EDITOR
Btoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
(Thomas Houghton).
" SEE that thou make all things after the pattern shown to thee in
the mount," said God to Moses with regard to the tabernacle. May
we not draw comfort from this 1 In regard to each living stone, each
member of the" spiritual temple," is not every circumstance in the
life of, and even the temperament of, each child of God, " according to
pattern "-all arranged and given with a view of manifesting the glory
of the Lord 1 However crooked the disposition, in the salvation of
each individual believer, the glory, and the" riches of the glory," of
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, will be manifested in a way in which it
could not be manifested by any other child of God. The salvation of
each sinner will be a special source of wonder and of praise. And when
" the holy temple in the Lord" is completed (Ephes. ii. 21), will not
the glory of the Lord-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-in a very special
way" fill" (1 Kings viii. 11) and also" cover" (Exod. xl. 34) this
living temple 1 He Who is Himself the Glory of the Father will be
also the Glory of His people, and there will be no more sin. Only
thus conld the apostle write, "Most gladly therefore will I rather
glory in my infirmities that the power of Christ may rest upon me."

M.
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WELLSPRINGS.
',' And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered
the word of the Lord, how He had said unto him, Before the cock Crow,
thou shalt deny Me thrice. And Peter went out, and wept bitterly."
, -LlTKE xxii. 61, 62.

THE actual expression of the Lord's turning to address anyone is very
seldom found in the New Testament and doubtless has its significance.
We read how" He looked round about on them that sat about Him,
and said, Behold My mother and My brethren" (Mark iii. 34). The
same expression is found also in chap. x. 23, where He saith unto His
disciples, " How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God." For the most part, His hearers were around and before
Him, and His disciples by His side, whilst they listened to the gracious
words which fell from those holy lips.
, Several instances of the Lord turning and addressing people are
given us in the precious Word. There were the daughters of Jerusalem,
a great company of people who followed Him, bewailing and lamenting
Him Who was delivered up by wicked hands to be crucified and Who
was going forth bearing His cross. "But Jesus turning to them said,
Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves and
your children" (Luke xxiii. 28). And there was the lovely instance
of the woman who was a sinner and felt herself to be one, and who
came into Simon's hOUlle with" an alabaster box of ointment and
stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash his feet with
tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet
.and anointed them with the ointment." You know the sweet story,
beloved reader, and how she got the blessing. "He turned to the
woman," whilst He addressed Simon, the self-righteous sinner, saying,
" Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little." Felt unworthiness
drew that dear woman to Jesus. But she could only stand behind
Him weeping. She felt herself utterly unworthy to be in His company,
but she could weep out her tears of love behind Him, so copioUllly that
they began to wash His feet, and then she employed the hairs of her
head to wipe them away! Jesus knew and read all her heart. He
knew the humble, contrite spirit. His loveliness, His purity and
holiness had overcome her and she saw herself to be a poor, defiled,
guilty, needy sinner in need of Him as all her salvation. It was not
lost upon Him. He turned to the woman, and in that turning she found
,the grace of salvation, the words of life and joy and peace, and her
,burden of sin rolled away (Luke vii. 44). We have another beautiful
instance in Mark v. 30, where we read of that dear, suffering woman
who" had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all
she had, and was nothing bettered but rather grew worse," after twelve
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years, coming perhaps, a's she thought, in °a desperate venture and as'a
last resort to Jesus: But she came with living faith iinplanted in her
heart, and true humility of spirit, and conscious of His Divine' and
compassionate power. She" came i)l the press behind," saying to
herself, " If I may but touch His clothes I shall be whole." Virtue at
once went out of Him. Somebody had touched Him. He "turned
Him about in the press and said, Who touched my clothes 1" And
the sweet sequel is told. The poor, trembling creature· can no longer
be hid. The disciples are mistaken. They think only of a thronging
multitude pressing their Master, but Jesus knows living faith had
touched Him, and the " Daughter, thy faith hath ma;de thee whole,
go in peace and be whole of thy plague" are the glad words she hears.
Now let us look at the subject of our text, where we shall see a sad
and humbling contrast to those dear women.
.Peter was behind his Lord through a backsliding heart and grievous
fall. He had presumed too much on his own strength. He promised
great things in which, through self-reliance, he was bound to fail. He
follows afar off, and when fetched into the han of judgment by a fellow
disciple, he sits down in the midst of the han with the others by a fire
which they had kindled: And this disciple, so recently a close companion of his Lord and Master, is now in the company of scofling
enemies of the despised Nazarene. Peter hears their coarse conversa:
tion. He sinks lower. He is identified with them. He is as one of
them. Oh, how awful is the consequence of the first evil step. How
soon;others follow in quick succession and we fall lower and lower in
Satan's .reidy grasp. "Surely, thou wert one of them" is not only
denied, but denied in oaths and curses! Is this Peter! Was it Peter,
who had confidently affirmed to his Lord, " Though all deny Thee, yet
will not 1."
Oh, beware, my soul! "Let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall," There is no stone in our hands to cast at another.
We must look alone to the Keeper of His saints for holding mercy and
keeping grace, without which we cannot stand .one moment in safety.
Thrice does poor Peter deny his Lord, and" immediately the cock crew,
and the Lord turned and looked upon Peter." Then the Holy Spirit
brought to his remembrance his Lord's own words, " Before the cock
crow thou shalt deny Me thrice," and he went out and wept bitterly,
and methinks those tears were not easily stayed. Nay, in the three
days that followed, it would be to his heart as the very eclipsing of
the sun in the heavens, and he in midnight darkness. He had denied
the Holy One of Israel. He had forsaken that lovely, holy, harmless
Lamb of God-that Friend and Teacher of the last three and a half
years, Whose blessed company and teaching made it heaven upon
earth to his soul. Yes, Peter now "remembered" his Lord's prediction, but did he presently also call to mind (one loves to think it
may have been so) amidst the horror of so great darkness in his soul,
the gracious words which had been spoken to him on a former occasion 1
His Lord had given him a solemn warning: "Simon, Simon, behold
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Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift thee as wheat, but
I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not." As I write, memory
recalls the late beloved James Ormiston saying, "I fail to find the
grace of faith in poor Peter now, but it was there, and his Lord knew
where to look for it."
Satan did have Peter for a time in his sieve, but doubtless with the
same command as was spoken by Jehovah concerning His servant Job,
when similarly tried by the arch enemy, '~But touch not his life."
That was beyond Satan's power. But oh! the painful humblings we
have when the Lord leaves us thus to try us! "The devil ever
ploughs in hope," wrote Huntingdon, " and though he cannot destroy
the elect, yet, if he can destroy their peace, or get them to rebel against
God, it is pleasing to him. The devil has a feast when we have a fast.
And on the other hand, when we are on the mount, the devil has a
double hell; besides, his enmity against Christ and His elect is so
deeply rooted, that he cannot endure the sovereignty of God, nor the
objects of His choice."
So Satan gloated, whilst poor, sorrow-stricken Peter fasted and
wept.
Meanwhile his recovery had already begun in mercy. "The Lord
turned and looked upon Peter." No anger! No taunt! No reproachful words t Duly a gentle look from adorable eyes that looked upon
sin, but never became contaminated with it. Just a gentle reminder
from his precious Redeemer of the truth of his Lord's own words, and
the frailty of His poor servant's heart. It melted the poor sinner. It
brought him to his right mind. Sorrowful contrition and bitter tears
of repentance quickly follow, and doubtless were at that moment, to
the God-Man, forsaken of all His " friends," a sweet savour unto Him.
It was immediate repentance. The look from his Lord did it. The
same disciple had once put the question to his Lord as to how often he
shoUld forgive his brother that trespassed against him.. Should I
forgive him seven times, inquires Peter, if he as oft had sinned?
" Jesus said unto him, I say not unto thee, until seven times; but,
until seventy times seven." And such an abundant, all-covering,
whole-hearted forgiveness came to poor Peter from his Lord when
" Jesus turned and looked upon Pete,·."
" A stroke from guilt broke Judas' heart into despair; but a look
from Christ broke Peter's heart into tears," says an old writer. And
how often our hearts long to share with that dear, fallen· disciple his
tears of godly contrition as we love to sing:
" Jesus, let Thy pityiug eye call back a waudering sheep,
False to Thee, like Peter, I would fain like Peter weep;
Let me, by Thy grace restored, on me be all long·suffering shown,
Turn and look upon me, Lord, and break my heart of stone."
Yes, Peter remembered the words Jesus had spoken to him earlier
that day. The Spirit, as the saints' Remembrancer, wrought effectually
.and swiftly upon his heart. That is His gracious office, to glorify
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Jesus, and upon Him we' depend, . Truths may lie dormant a long
time, We may long ago have forgotten them, but the Word of our
God stands sure and steadfast and will.be called up to remembrance
in His own time, His banished ones shall be brought back, His backsliding ones reclaimed, and Jesus must see of the travail of His soul in
perfect satisfaction. Some of the dear martyrs under the Marian
persecution temporarily denied their Lord for fear of the faggots, But
dear Bilney, Bainham, Bembridge,. Abbes, Whittle, Sharp, and many
others had overcoming grace renewed in them; sorrowed for their
denial, and coul!! have no rest until they had repented and publicly
revoked their much-regretted and much-sorrowed-over recantations.
A humbled, penitent. sinner is on good· ground. "As once Peter's
faith was SO great that he leaped into a sea of waters to come to Christ,
so' now his repentance was so great that he leaped, as it were, into a sea
of tears for that he had gone from Christ" (Trapp). The Lord's
humbling is to prove His children and to do them good in their latter
end. And it is no small mercy if upon a fall our repentance is swift
as Peter's was. There can be nothing more awful to the soul for a
child of God to feel the Lord has left him for a time and that the heart
is hardening against God. It is true, repentance is a Divine gift, and
we need to seek the gracious hand of our God in bestowing it and give
us a soft heart and chastened spirit and humbled mind. One does not
know what David's state was at once under his grievous fall, but it
would seem as though he went through a time of long waiting for his
Lord's return. "Day and night," he said, "Thy hand was heavy
upon me," and" my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day
long." But he, as all the living Family in Zion, proved that" there
is forgiveness with Thee that Thou mayest be feared." How He
"' waits to be gracious" and to receive every prodigal son and daughter
with the Father's kiss of reconciliation! Peter's mercy was that his
Lord returned so soon with love's full forgiveness. From the time
when that look from the eyes of that gentle Lamb of God, Who did no
sin, melted Peter's heart to bitter weeping, there were three days, until
'that loving, compassionate, all-forgiving, all-merciful message was
given from the holy lips of the risen Lord, " Go, tell My disciples and
·Peter that I go before you into Galilee." But what those days meant
·to that poor, broken-hearted disciple we can never know. He must
have been in the deepest depths of grief and refused to be comforted.
. In a short but sacred conversation with a beloved friend recently
we Were speaking of this dear disciple, and we could not but feel that
there was deep love, affection and sorrow for Peter during those three
days, on the part of the other disciples. Hence their glad announcement to the two who returned from Emmaus, " The Lord is risen and
hath appeared unto Peter."
My dear friend gave some helpful remarks on John as being closely
concerned with Peter; how he had gone out of the Judgment Hall
and fetched Peter in, and would consequently have seen his Lord's
look on Peter, and. how that apostle "went out and wept bitterly."
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John kept to him, 80 to say, and was with him, as my friend remarked,
probably those sleepless nights, and was the one to accompany
Peter early to the sepulchre. And what earthly friend could have
been more humble, more gentle, more loving than the beloved Apostle
John ~ How tenderly he would treat his poor, fallen brother, and
how his heart of Christlike sympathy would go out to him as he saw
his. tears and heart sorrow. Thus the Lord arranged in His infinite
mercy that though" all forsook Him and fled," His poor, backsliding
'Peter should not be forsaken, but have such a gentle and tender companion as John to his comfort. Oh! it is love beyond all telling,
beyond comprehension, and shows the tender heart of Jesus in
arranging our "life's minutest circumstance," and proving to our
oft-exercised hearts how He knows the thoughts that He thinks, even
.. thoughts of peace" toward us, though we rebel against Him and
forget Him, and wander from Him with these backsliding hearts of
ours.. Thus Peter and John were bound up in brotherly love, and
were evidently seldom far apart-in those days of mutual sorr.ow. I
have a thought, too (the Lord forgive me if I am wrong, for it is a
solemn thing to see one's thoughts in print I), that Peter's question to
his Lord in John xxi. 21 was no longer a word of impetuosity such as
so often fell from that disciple's lips. Peter had been thrice asked by
his Divine Lord and Master " Lovest thou Me ~ " and had given the
threefold reply and abandoned himself to his Lord-" Lord, Thou
knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee!" He was in a
softened, chastened, humbled spirit, and he is told by Jesus" by what
death he should glorify God," and when Jesus had spoken this, He
saith unto him, "Follow Me." He then asks in loving concern (1
submit the thought) in reference to John, his friend .and companion,
.. Lord, and what shall this man do ~ " and receives from his Master
an answer that would suggest that Peter was soon to follow his Lord
by crucifixion, whilst John was to live a long life-" If 1 will that he
tarry till 1 come, what is that to thee ~ Follow thou Me ! "
Peter, we are told, suffered martyrdom and requested to be crucified
head downwards, " declaring himself unworthy to be crucified as his
Lord." John the Divine lived long, and as he styles himself" the
elder," it may suggest his distinctive office in the primitive Church as
also his age. He was banished to Patmos " for the Word of God, and
for the testimony of Jesus Christ," where in exile he probably wrote
the wonderful Book of Revelation under Divine inspiration. Tradition
tells us of him that he was put in a cauldron of boiling oil at Rome and
escaped death, afterwards dying a natural death at Ephesus in
advanced years. Each and all of God's children live and die by the
" will of God," Who gave them breath and has a perfect right to recall
it when and how He pleases. Meanwhile His work is perfect. He
accomplishes all His will and purpose in them and brings them on
their pilgrim way, purged by all His dealings with them. We hear
no more of Peter's cowardly fear at a young servant maid's remark,
which caused him to deny his Lord and Master. The Lord in Hi:s
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kind and Divineo compassion "restored." his dear fallen and now
penitent servant; aOnd when Peter went forth to preach amid the
persecution and threatenings of the enemy, he did so fearlessly, so
that" when they saw the boldness of Peter and John" (those two
dear fellow-believers together again, yo~ see), "and perceived that
they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they
took knowledge of them, thatOthey had been with Jesus" (Acts ivo 13)0
Dear Peter! thy fall has left its humbling lessons for us! We would
search and try our ways and take heed lest we fall! We would
magnify the riches of His grace, Who is not only able to recover a
backslider, but loves such an one unchangeably and" notwithstanding
all," and Who has undertaken to keep us to the end. An old writer
puts it quaintly but truly: "It is well for anyone of God's servants,
when the devil trips him up, that he fall upon his knees." "Godly
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of, but the
sorrow of the world worketh death" (2 Cor. vii. 10), words exemplified
truly in the cases of Peter and Judas; the one after denying his Lord
went out and wept bitterly those tears of godly sorrow, whilst the
other, who betrayed his Master, "went out and hanged himself" in
his shame and remorse.
We would learn the lesson from Peter and be brought into that
sweet place of humility" unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of
Jesus Christ." We would walk prayerfully, watchfully, humbly, every
step of our life's journey as we lay to heart the last recorded words of the
same "much forgiven" and much loving apostle. "But grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To
Him be glory both now and for ever. Amen" (2 Pet. iii. 18).

R.
" lIE had horses, but he never worked them on Sunday, and never
would. He had men, but never worked them on Sunday, and never
would; and for thirty years no maid in his house had been asked to
stop in on Sunday to cook a hot dinner."-Mr. Edward Smallwood, J.P.,
at the Lcrd's Day Observance Society's Annual Meeting.
A HUNGRY Cow.-Walking along towards Stoke Ferry one morning
in May we suddenly saw the head of a cow poking through the bottom
of the hedge on the side of the road. The cow was evidently hungry,
and was enjoying the grass which was growing on the side of the hedge
near the footpath. It occurred to us that here was an illustration of
some of the sheep of the Lord's flock. They are hedged in to some
denomination in which they have been brought up, but in many cases
" the hungry sheep look up and are not fed." They fail to get spiritual
food within the confines of their own denomination. Finding, however, that here and there good provender is to be had outside, they
poke their heads through the hedge which separates them from another
denomination and gladly avail themselves of the spiritual food which
is there provided.

298

"The Gospel Magazine

.$ermonl) anb N OUl) of .$etnionl).
"THE HOLY SCRIPTURES."
By THE YEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" From a child thou hast known the Holy &riptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."
-2 TIM. iii. 15.

" THE Holy Scriptures" means the sacred writings, the word" Scriptures " being derived from the Latin language, and denoting writings.
This is the title given in the book itself to the collection of books, or
writings, which we call the Bible. Primarily, the reference is to that
collection of books, or writings, called the Old Testament, but th,.
books of the New Testament, written by the apostles and evangelists,
to whom the promise was given by the Lord Jesus that the Holy Spirit
should guide them into all truth (John xiv. 26, and xvi. 13), are also
called Scriptures (2 Peter iii. 15, 16), "Even as our beloved brother
'Paul also, according to the wisdom given unto him, hath written unto
you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in
which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are
unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures,
unto their own destruction."
The word Bible means" The Book," and is the name commonly
given to the Sacred Scriptures, being derived from the Greek and Latin
Biblia, meaning, in English, books. In old English, in the time of
Chaucer, etc., the word Bible was applied to any book, but finally the
word came to be restricted to that book of books which we call The
Bible-" The Book "-to the exclusion of all others. This change
sjJ.ows the general estimation and high value which had been put upon
this one book, as is still the case among Christians.
. All Protestant Churches look upon the Bible as the sole and infallible
rule of faith. For example, the Church of England in Article 6 says,
" Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation"; and
in the collect for the second Sunday in Advent prays, " Blessed Lord,
:Who hast caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning,
grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and
inwardly digest them, that by patience, and comfort of Thy holy Word,
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting
life, which Thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ." The
Presbyterian Church, likewise, in the Shorter Catechism, declares tha t
" The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify
and enjoy Him." Nor is this a modern belief, peculiar to the Reformed
Churches. It was the belief of the Church in the first centuries after
Christ, as stated by the great theologians. For example, Clement of
Rome (first century) wrote, " Look carefully into the Holy Scriptures,
which are the true words or utterances of the Holy Ghost"; and
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Tertullian (third century), " The Holy Scriptures are the voice of God,
the writings and the words of God."
But the earliest testimony of all is that of the Word itllelf: "All
'scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (2 Tim.
iii. 16).
'.
.
Christians, then, receive the Holy Scriptures as the Word of God,
and the truth of God. "Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy Word
is truth," said the Lord Jesus in his intercessory prayer (John xvii. 17).
He is both the eternal (living) Word, and the truth (John i. 1, and xiv. 6).
By Him God is made known to us. "No man hath seen God at any
time: the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He
hath declared Him" (John i. 18). The written Word, the Holy Scriptures, testify of Him (John v. 39).·. And this revelation of God in
Christ is for all. "Search the Scriptures."
" Hear, 0 heavens, and give ear, 0 earth. For the Lord hath spoken"
(Isaiah i. 2).
This text was printed by the Reformers on the title-page of the early
editions of our English Bibles, for they believed that" Holy Scripture
f)ontaineth all things necessary to salvation; so that whatsoever is
not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of
any J.llan, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith; or be
.thought requisite or necessary to salvation."
· Let W! think on some of the things the Holy Scriptures can do forus :
1. They are" able to make wise unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. iii. 15). Man is fallen, ruined, and guilty,
and needs a Saviour. The Scriptures tell of "the Saviour of the
world," the Lord Jesus Christ, and His finished work. They tell of
His ability" to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him,
seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25) ;
and they tell also that He said: "Him that cometh to Me, I will in
no wise cast out" (John vi. 37).
2. 'l:hey were" written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Rom. xv. 4). The
Holy Scriptures are full of precious promises, which are the stay and
Bupport of God's people, and which by the power of the Holy Spirit
create comfort and hope in their hearts.
3. They are" profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God maybe perfect,
throughly perfected unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17).
· 4. They are "a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day-star arise," and we do well to take heed to them in
our hearts (see 2 Peter i. 19). "Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path" (Ps. cxix. 105).
· ., But," says someone, "how diversely is the 'Bible interpreted!
Whom are we to believe!" Now God hl\s not only given His Word,
but He gives the Holy Spirit also, and His promise is: "They shall be
all taught of God" (John vi. 45). If anyone, then, is willing to receive
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God's testimony, as a little child would believe his loving father's word;
and prays for the light and teaching of the Holy Spirit, he will most
surely, BOoner ·or later, come to " know the truth," and to " receive
with meekness the engrafted Word, which is able to save. (his) soul "
.
(James i. 21).
.. Father of mercies, in Thy Word
What endless glory shines!
For ever be Thy name adored
For these celestial lines."
COVENANT-BUILT.
As we advance on the upward and homeward pilgrim course, it becomes
at times more invigorating, more clear, infinitely more than satisfying.
There are abundant supplies of refreshment to the soul, an exhaustless
fountain of grace on every side. In the Word of Truth there is-as in
Ezekiel's temple-" an enlarging and a winding about still upwar~
to the side chambers; for the winding about of the house went still
upward round about the house; therefore the breadth of the house was
still upWard." So the course of the Lord's people is " still upward,"
and notice, dear reader, "in the winding about . . . still upward."
So if thy way be a winding way it is still upward. "Round about the
house" went still upward. So if tby way be a " round about" way
it is in thy Lord's plan, it leads round about to glory. Remember
Israel was" led about" on the way from Egypt to Canaan, not the
straight way, but " the right way."
The Holy Spirit employs images of earthly skill and workmanship to
mirror forth the wisdom and love that come from above. A few
days ago I heard a remarkable sermon in St. James's Church, Ilfracombe,
from the Rev. 1. Siviter on " engineering for eternity." The subject
was striking, but as was pointed out,. it was Biblical. Many scientific
and historical facts were brought out, culminating, as Mr. Siviter's
sermons always do, in the Person and work of Christ, thereby rejoicing
the heart in the display of " that wonderful redemption, God's remedy
for sin," and in the relation of the Covenant purposes of the Three in
One. His text was 2 Tiro. ii. 19, the words" Nevertheless the foundation of God s'tandeth sure." Hymenreus and Philetus were endeavouring to undermine the truth in the Church of Ephesus, of which Timothy
was minister. They erred concerning the truth of the Resurrection,
that great keystone or our faith, and in doing so used their influence
to "overthrow the faith of some." But the truth cannot be overthrown: It abideth.
" Firm as a rock His truth shall stand
When rolling years shall cease to move."
" Nevertheless! "-" Thank God for that word!" exclaimed Mr.
Siviter-" The foundation of God standeth sure." And as he went on
to show the threefold plan in the salvation of the loved of God's own
choice, one's heart glowed with adoring wonder at the mighty purposeful
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love in all things that God has displayed-.the Triune God. His
sovereign will in power, and His sovereign grace in planning and
carrying out His purpose, are infinitely wonderful. In the exercise of
engineering, God the. Father is the Architect. He made the plans. God
the Son is the Foundation, and God the Holy Ghost is the Builder.
That Foundation standeth sure. No storm can break it. No age can
crumble it. No power on earth can shake it. The architect of the
Tay Bridge thought his work 80 secure that he said he would like to be
on it in the wildest storm that ever raged. The storm came and it
crashed into the sea. The wonderfully planned bnildings of many
centuries ago are crumbling with age. The remarkable inverted arch
in Wells Cathedral was placed to strengthen the foundations of the
original arch which was giving way in the foundations. All failures;
but "the Foundation of God standeth sure!" "Other foundation
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. iii. 11).
No superstructure of good works, no "extreme unctions" when no
ma.tter what the life has been there is inscribed on the gravestone,
"fortified with the last rites of the Church": no sacraments can
avail. No other foundation than that is laid which is Jesus Christ can
avaii, and that Foundation standeth sure, SURE!
Dear child of God, do read that uplifting passage, Ephes. ii. 19, " Now
therefore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners "-how sweet this
is to the heart of the Gentile believer-" no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of
God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets"
(Gentiles and Jews), " Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone;
in Whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy
temple in the Lord." Fitly framed together. Yes, the great Architect,
the Lord Himself, understands the fitly framing, and places stone by
stone just in its Divinely appointed place; and so the building
" groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord." The apostle goes on to
say," In Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit." What a destiny! Think of it! Think of the
purpose of the building, "an habitation of God." Think of the
Builder! Think of the union, builded together! Oh, what a sublime
height of glory and of grace!
And as we contemplate our own sinfulness, and weakness, and
unworthiness, and insiguificance, how wonderful tha.t we should be of
such supreme value to Him! The Covenant waS made before the'
world between the Three in One. It is the eternal Covenant; redemption through the Blood of the Everlasting Covenant.
" The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea. and Amen,

And never was forfeited yet."
Nor ever will be forfeited; for you and I by grace Divine are in Him,
and" His love not ours the tie." Our love is weak and faint, His is
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strong and sure. We are in the clasp of His Hand, not depending on
our own clinging to Him. Dear believer, it is all grace all the way
through.
" Grace first contrived the way
To save rebellious man."

Thus "where sin abounded grace did much nwre abound." And
grace delights in the" much more." "While we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much mMe, then, being now justified by His Blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if, when we were
sinners, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more,
being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life."
. Ah, believers, we were digged out of the hard, miry clay of sin,
deep-dyed sin, and the Covenant-keeping God Who dug us out will
keep us unto the end by His grace. He" lays in heaven the topmost
stone and well deserves the praise." Grace will culminate in glory in
the city" whose Builder and Maker is God." Chosen in Him " before
the foundation of the world" (Ephes. i. 4), we shall sing to the glory
of His inexpressible grace and love, in the grace-built and love-built
city which the eternal Three in One planned and raised for the redeemed.
Hallelujah!
NETIIE.
"THE BLESSING OF JUDAH."
" It is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah."-HEB. vii. 14.

THE chief" blessing of Judah " (Deut. xxxiii. 7) is very evident. He
was the chosen one of the Patriarchs to be in the direct line of Christ's
birth. His history, therefore, and many references to him are of most
significant import. May God the Spirit reveal His mind as to Judah
in this light. He was neither the eldest, nor the youngest; nor was
he Jacob's favourite son, or even the child of his favourite wife.
Possibly he was about the last of those twelve men that we should
have put our finger on as the Divinely appointed medium. But grace
elects whom and where He will, regardless of birth or outward circumstances. Beloved reader, are you discouraged because you cannot
grasp this! Ab, the human can never fathom the Divine! We
must not attempt or expect to. "Where reason fails, let wisdom bow,
And faith shall then the truth avow." Or are you most discouraged
because your position is so low, your achievements so mean, your
birth so obscure, that you are certain that the Greater Judah could
not and would not elect thee! If thou art burdened on this subject,
He opened thine eyes to see and thine heart to feel. If thou art
anxious to be one of His chosen ones, very surely thou art one. Yes!
one of His Own already, albeit thou art sure to the contrary. For
this soul anxiety is of His creating. He hath thus begun that good
work of faith in thee which shall never stop short of completion.
Because it is no work of the natural man to care or think about hiB

The Gospel Magazine

508

soul, he closes his eyes, and hardens his heart, and deadens his conscience against all such thoughts. But if, as I have said (only remember
that it is a mighty" if," and do not trifle with such a solemn question),
you really long to experience the grace of God in the forgiveness of
sins, and to know yourself" accepted in the Beloved," to you I would
say in the Word of the Lord, "He which hath begun a good work in.
you, will finish it " (Phi!. i. 6, margin).
To return to Judah. Is it not because he was in the direct lineal
descent of Christ that he bears so many characteristics typical
of Christ 1 Jacob prophesies, "The sceptre "-always denoting
sovereignty-" shall not depart from Judah, nor a Law Giver"Christ was the Fulflller and Finisher of the law; "from between his
feet until Shiloh come "-the birth of Christ; "and unto Him shall
the gathering of the people be " (Gen. xlix. 1O)-as later, " Caiaphas
... prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; and not for
that nation only, but that also He should gather together in one the
children of God that were scattered abroad" (John xi. 52). In fact,.
the whole of "the blessing of Judah," as pronounced by Jacob, is
apparently full of the Lord Jesus Christ. In verse 8 we read, " Judah,
thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise; thy hand shall be in the
neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before
thee." Here we have him depicted as admired, victorious, exalted,
and triumphant-all gloriously and far more fully true of Judah's
Divine Descendant, Jesus Christ. In verse 9 three times the " lion"
is mentioned, corresponding with the work of the greater" Lion of the·
tribe of Judah " (Rev. v. 5).
Now turn :to the blessing of Moses on the tribes in Deut. xxxiii.
The blessing reads thus: "Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah, and bring
him unto his people: let his hands be sufficient for him; and be Thou
an help to him from his enemies." Is it beside the mark to say that
this threefold "voice" embraces in Christ-His coming again; His
crucifixion; His conflict. To reverse the order for a moment, "Be
Thou an help to Him from His enemies "-His Father sustained Him
throughout His lifelong conflict with men and devils while on earth.
"Let His hands be sufficient for Him "-" His hands" were indeed
" sufficient "-" sufficient" to take away His people's sins, "sufficient"
to endure the cruel nails, " sufficient" to bear His body's weight when
He hung on the cross to redeem us. "Bring Him unto His people."
" His people," the Jews, are yet looking for their Messiah. He will
yet be revealed to them as such. "His people," blood-bought sinners
of every clime and colour and continent, are yet looking for His coming
again, and He will yet come. "His people" are being brought to Him
during time, and when the fulness of the time has come, He will be·
brought " unto His people" !
Having considered Judah's typical characteristics of Christ, let us
now glance at some of the typical scenes in his life. Three stand out
very distinctly as illustrating the work of his Divine Successor. J udah
prevailed in intercession with his brethren. Joseph's life was spared
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through Judah coming between (Gen. xxxvii. 26). He prevailed later
'with his father by undertaking the responsibility as to Benjamin going
to Egypt (xliii. 7-8). He prevailed with the Ruler in Egypt by offering
himself as Benjamin's substitute (xliv. 18-34; xlv. 1). So Christ, as
(>ur Elder Brother, is now our Intercessor and Mediator, the One
between, taking the part of the outcast sinner, pleading for the helpless,
<endangered prisoner. Before the foundation of the world, when His
Father asked, "Who will go for Us?''' the Son of God willingly
undertook to become a Ransom in our stead. The Heavenlv Ruler of
the universe, the Judge of all the earth, accepted Him as the Substitute for sinful man, and hence we are "accepted in the Beloved."
The Church is spared, because the Saviour came between. Our life
is saved because His life was given. Christ fulfilled in person what
Judah represented in type.
We cannot close, however, without one more survey, and that a.sad
one, of Judah's history. The human type never presents a perfect
picture of the Divine Antitype. J udah was human: he sinned and
that grievously. Gen. xxxviii. gives one instance. Yet ·he was not
cut off for this sin. Again, Judah was the instigator to " sell" ·his
brother Joseph (Gen. xxxvii. 26, 27), even as later the Jews, ChriRt's
brethren after the flesh, sold and crucified Him. And no tribe, possibly
with the exception of Ephraim's, meets with more strong condemnation
and denunciation for sin in the Word of God than the tribe of Judah.
Truly there" the sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron" (Jer.
xvii: 1). Over and over again we have his tribe singled out and
corrected for idolatry and many other evils. Thus by his own sins
J udah exemplifies the falls and failures of the individual child of God;
and by his tribal sins he exemplifies the falls and failures of the
.collective Church of God. Yet as to the child of God, sinful and sinning
though he is, he is saved and safe none the less; and equally as to the.
<Church of God, sinful and sinning though she is, she is saved and safe
·notwithstanding. But we must never forget the exceeding sinfulness
of sin, its exceeding danger, and its exceeding close proximity. It is
ever near us, it is our greatest danger. It is ever, when indulged in, a
barrier between us and God. It hinders prayer, it defers blessings
(Jer. v. 25), it deadens life, it fetters service, and it cuts off communion
yro tem. It cannot sever union with Christ in the case of a true believer.
The latter cannot happen in human relationship. Wrong doing Oil the
·part of a child does not alter his parentage. Nor does it as to our God.
But sin in any child must be dealt with.
Oh! "the blessing of Judah" is a royal blessing-may it soon be
fulfilled to its utmost limit' May He soon come "the second time
without sin unto salvation," of Whom it was prophesied and fulfilled
as to His first coming, " Thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be
little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come ·forth
unto Me that is to be Ruler in Israel; Whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting" (Micah v. 2).
ELEANOR CONYERS BOWER.

New Eltham, S.E.9.
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FELLOWSHIP.
.. TRULY," said the Apostle John, "our fellowsrup is with the Father
and with His Son, Jesus Christ." Some of us might trunk, involuntarily;
no doubt, and apart from ,calm consideration, that John (who had
leaned on the bosom of Jesus and who had seen the visions of God)
lived in an atmosphere of spiritual repose and blessedness, of unruffied
confidence and serene victory. How often was it with him that" the
battle increased that day!" How often was his prayer shut out!
How often was his night solitary, his day unillumined! Could any
abject depression, any sons of Zeruiah, be too much for one whose
fellowship truly was with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ!
,V-ould he not rather often be meandering with" the sweet singer of
lsrael, through the twenty-trurd, the ninety-first, or other triumphant
psalm, or rest at noon with the Song of Songs which is Solomon's on
rus lips! He would delight himself also in an abundance of comfort
'with Isaiah xl., or Deut. xxxiii, or Zephaniah iii, or some other of the
high places'of Israel; for all belonged to him. The Father Himself
loved John, and Jesus had said so, and peace was his from Jesus, confumed by the power of the Holy Comforter to the beloved of the Lord,
who dwelt in such safety by Him. It sounds like David when he
went in and sat before the Lord, and poured out his heart in praises
:and thanksgivings, in astonishment and trust. He sat in fellowsrup
with the Lord. That was such a day as Jesus spoke of to John and the
;rest-when there was nothing to ask.
They might think, as their hearts glowed and not, a sound of hammer
cOr axe militated against their peace, if ouly they could get somewhere
alone upon their knees before the Lord, the rivers of His love would
,Still rise higher within them. But perhaps by that time He would be
.gone: and they would be left alone to return to their place, or wish they
had been as wise as the bride, not to stir, but to hold Him and not let
lIim go. "Truly," said David, " my soul waiteth upon the Lord" :
,and so it did-to lay all prais,e and thanksgiving at His feet. And so it
~id when he was hunted upon the mountains, when he was oppressed
,and sad. Then he also, even as John, had fellowsrup with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Christ. But on his part it was all expressed in
longings, in complaints, in prayers and supplication. It was the fellowship of the weak with the Strong, the lost with the Mighty Deliverer
.and Saviour, the poor dependant with the eternal Saviour and Lord.
." Truly" such fellowship do the people of God have still, when truly
their soul waiteth upon God, hoping, mourning, confessing, distressed,
perplexed and discouraged, but time and again hearing a word behind
them, feeling His hand upon them, seeing His goodness pass before
them, believing that He is with them. Fellowship is not all and only
joy. Jesus said, "Ye are they that have continued with Me in My
temptations." His people have fellowship with His sufIerings, filling
up, as the apostle said, that wruch is lacking on their part of conformity
to Him, and He is not ashamed to call them brethren.
- It would need a long treatise to consider the fellowships that are
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before us in the Bible from the day when the Lord God walked in the
midst of the Garden with Adam and Eve-until at the close the Spirit
and the bride said, "Come." There were Abraham and Isaac, scarcely
able to speak for sorrow, as they bowed to the will of God, and went to
the top of Moriah. There were Naomi and Ruth, how much behind
them, how much before, and their hearts and their love were one.
There was David, glad when they said unto him, Let us go up to the
house of the Lord, and thither the tribes went from all quarters to make
melody to the God of Israel. There was Paul, not stopping to think
what he would put, but writing all his mind to Philemon. How
thankful the apostle was for the fellowship of his Philippian friends
and disciples. It was to him an unceasing source of joy, such as only
the saints and people of God know. For they are all taught and all
learn the same thing, their own sinfulness and nothingness, their
instability and foolishness. They are taught to look to Him only for
salvation, from Him only is their hope. Truly their fellowship is with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ, and surely shall they say,
" In the Lord have I righteousness and strength."
FOLLOWER-ON.
PETER'S PRAYER (MATT. xiv. 28)-A PRAYER MADE
IN IGNORANCE
THERE are many points in Peter's character which find counterparts
in the dispositions of most believers. Hence it is most profitable to
study the manner in which our gracious Saviour dealt with Peter in
order that we may receive the needful lessons which were given to
him.
On a certain occasion the disciples were in great concern about their
lives. The Lord Jesus had bidden them sail across the lake, and He
intimated that He would meet them on the opposite shore. Evening
came and with it a severe storm. The boat was tossed hither and
thither upon the waves, and seemed as though it might founder any
moment. Night appeared and so did early morning, but no relief so
far showed itself. At length the Lord Jesus was seen walking upon
the waves of the sea. There was help and deliverance, but the sight
was so amazing that the disciples were frightened and cried out in
alarm.
Is it not thus with us 1 Are we not too often afraid of the means
which God employs for our help 1 We want everything done for us
in our own way. We are not willing that God should work as He
sees fit. In other words, we are not obedient to the Lord Jesus, Who
bade men, when they pray, seek that their wills may be subordinate
to God's will in all things (Matt. vi. 10).
Even when the Lord Jesus spake words of cheer to them the disciples would not permit themselves to be thoroughly reassured. Here
again is a finger pointed at a weakness of our own. We are not willing to receive comfort and assistance unless it come to us in a manner
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suited to our liking. What need we all have to seek for, not only
faith and patience, but also for submission and humility, and equally
for a teachable spirit and willing mind. We must receive God's
mercies and bounties in the way in which His unfailing wisdom sees
fit to bestow them.
Peter's character was more impulsive than that of the other disciples.
Before he could receive the loving words of the Lord Jesus and take
comfort from them, he must put a test to our Lord! Let us not point
the finger of scorn at Peter. How many times have we individually
acted as he did! How many times have we declined to receive God's
words of Consolation and cheer until we had asked some additional
evidence from Him that He had sent us the message 1 Peter's prayer,
" Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on the water" (Matt.
xiv. 28.), was made in ignorance. It was answered, but the answer
rather added to Peter's difficulties than relieved them.
What a lesson for us. Let us be warned not to ask anything of the
Lord for self-glorification. What God sends us as a result of His loving
kindness is to be received with praise and thankfulness. How necessary the warning, "Ye ask and receive not." Why 1 "Because ye
ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your own pleasures" (see
margin, James iv. 3).
Had Peter been enabled to walk upon the water he would have
been liable to fall into a boasting spirit, he would have been under
a temptation to extol self, and thus gratify sinful self, or in other;words
to waste the favour granted him by using it to please his natural mind.
He would then have been yielding to the lust of the flesh and the pride
of life, which are not of God, but of the world (see 1 John ii. 16.).
Peter's ignorant prayer was answered, but it was in such a way as
almost brought him to despair. He began to sin!" and cried out,
" Lord, save me ! " This was a different prayer from the previous one,
and it received a gracious answer. The first prayer sprang from doubt
and questioning. The second prayer arose from a sense of need and
belief that the Lord was there and could help him. Let us take great
notice of the difference. It is a most important lesson to learn.
It sometimes happens that evtln one who fears God, and whose
heart has been yielded to the Lord Jesus, drifts into a restless condition. Such get out of harmony with God's way. They aspire to
make more show and more progress than is consistent with God's
usual method of dealing with His people. Let such remember Peter's
experience. He made progress when his prayer ascended from a
sense of personal need. He made none when he took upon himself
to instruct the Lord Jesus what to do.
The Lord Jesus is more concerned about His people than they can
possibly be about themselves. He has undertaken to bring each one
safely to the Harbour of Rest on high, and He will most assuredly fulfil all He has undertaken.
Some passengers may be dissatisfied with the captain in charge of
an ocean liner, whilst thoqe who know him as trustworthy are willing
21
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to believe he will bring them safely to land, and they remain quiet
whilst others may be " fuming" up and down the deck. Those who
quietly trust the captain will reach port as soon as the fretful ones.
:Marching up and down the deck may mean much display of self and
it may mean a great expenditure of labour, but.it does not hasten the
ship's progress through the water.
If we have committed ourselves into the hands of the great Captain
of our salvation, then our wisdom is to " be still and know that He
is God" (see Psalm xlvi. 10.)
p. 1. B
REGENERATION.
By

REV.

J. W.

TOBITT, OF HASTINGS.

(A Paper'read tU the Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union,
in May, 1915.)

REGENERATION is an absolute necessity. "Ye must be born again"
(John iii. 7). This second birth is rendered indispensable to salvation
by reason of the corrupt condition in which we are all, without exception, born. Our nature is thoroughly fallen and totally depraved.
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh." "The carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God"
(Rom. viii. 7, 8). We came into this world without faith, or love, or
fear toward God; alienated and enemies. "The wicked are estranged
from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking
lies" (Psa. lviii. 3). Left to himself, no man would ever turn to God.
That which we all need to make us true Christians is the second birth.
Well, then, did our Lord declare that we need to be " born again! "
This He will never unsay, nor will all the world be able to gainsay it.
Apart from the New Birth no man can see the kingdom of God:
"Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God" (John iii. 3). "The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14). Such is the nature of the things pertaining
to the kingdom of God that we must be made spiritual before we are
capable of understanding and receiving them. However moral, or
orthodox, or sincere, man in the flesh is totally blind to spiritual truths
and utterly incapable of performing spiritual acts. Unregenerate man
can neither understand, nor obey, nor please God.
Apart from the New Birth man cannot enter the kingdom of God:
" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John iii. 5).
Heaven may be reached without money, or rank, or learning. But
it is evident that nobody can enter heaven without the New Birth.
Were it otherwise, heaven to an unregenerate man would be intolerable.
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REGENERATION IS NOT A RENEWAL OR REFORMATION OF THE OLD
NATURE, BUT IS : -

"If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature (i.e., creation): old things are passed away; behold, all
1>hings are become new" (2 Cor. v. 17). "In Christ Jesus neither
circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new
'creature" (Gal. vi. 15). "We are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works" (Ephes. ii. 10). Many attempt to improve
'Rnd cultivate the "flesh," but the old nature being radically and
-essentially bad, man must be created anew in order to be brought into
right relations with God.
2. A resurrectionary act of God. "God, Who is rich in mercy, for
His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved)"
·(Ephes. ii. 4, 5). The New Birth is a resurrection. It is a passing
out of death into life (see John v. 24); the impartation of life to men
-dead in trespasses and sins (see Ephes. ii. 1). And the life implanted
in each regenerate man is nothing less tban eternal life-the very life
of God! Hence St. John said, "This is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that hath the
.Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life "
(1 John v. 11, 12).
3. A begetting act of God. "Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath
.begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance" (1 Pet. i. 3, 4). Our new birth is
analogous to our Saviour's birth. As His sacred humanity was
begotten of the Father through the agency of the Holy Spirit (see
Matt. i. 20), so that new nature which we receive at our second birth
is begotten of the Father through the operation of the Holy Spirit.
" Of His Own will begat He us with· the word of truth, that we should
be a kind of firf'tfruits of His creatures" (James i. 18). This being so,
we instinctively turn to and trust in Him Who begat us, Who is our
-own Father.
1. A creative act of God.

REGENERATION IS EVIDENCED BY:-

"Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ
is born of God" (1 John v. 1). "As many as received Him, to them
gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe
on His Name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God" (John i. 12, 13). Undoubtedly,
-faith in Christ implies conviction of sin. Nobody trusts in the Saviour
who can do without Him. "They that be whole need not a physician,
but they that are sick" (Matt. ix. 12). But we do well to bear in
mind that there are merely legal convictions of sin which may gradually
wear off and not result in believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. Whereas,
-evangelical convictions of sin always lead the sinner to close in with
Dhrist, and when the sinner is thus enabled "with the heart" to
1. Faith in Christ.
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believe in ChriBt the New Birth iB really completed. Our Lord's
diBcourBe to NicodemuB on being born again, explicitly indicateB the
vital connection between that myBteriouB birth and faith (Bee John iii.
14-16).
- 2. Love in the Spirit. "Beloved, let UB love one another; for love
is of God; and everyone that loveth iB born of God, and knoweth
God" (1 John iv. 7). In the New Birth God actually communicates
to us of HiB nature, which iB love. Believers are thus made" partakers
of the Divine nature" (2 Peter i. 4). "No man hath Been God at any
time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in UB, and His love is
perfected in us. Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and He in us,
because He hath given us of His Spirit" (1 John iv. 12, 13). God's
love waS manifeBted in HiB incarnate Son (see 1 John iv. 9, 10), and we,
participating in it by the Spirit, love all those whom God loves. "We
love Him, because He first loved us" (1 John iv. 19). "And everyone
that loveth Him that begat loveth Him also that is begotten of Him"
(1 John v. 1). "We know that we have paBsed from death unto life,
because we love the brethren" (1 John iii. 14). In the pOBsesBion of
the love of God we enter into His thoughts of His Son, into the Son's
thoughts of the Father, into the Father'B thoughts of His children, and
into Christ's thoughts of HiB memberB, and this is fellowBhip indeed!
-" the communion of the Holy GhoBt" (2 Cor. xiii. 14). See, too,
in this the fulfilment of our Lord's prayer: "Neither pray I for these
alone (meaning His apostles), but for them also which Bhall believe
on Me through their word; that they all may be one; as Thou, Father,
art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the
world may believe that Thou hast Bent Me " (John xvii. 20, 21). Thus
" love in the Spirit" (Col. i. 8) constitutes an infallible proof of being
born of God.
3. Righteousness. "If ye know that He is righteous, ye know that
everyone that doeth righteousnesB is born of Him" (1 John ii. 29).
That is to say, he that is begotten of God practises righteousness.
ObviouBly, the thought iB, "righteouBneBs" is his practice. Not
merely that he does righteousness in a Bingle case, but that he makes
a practice of it. And what is the righteousness intended in this place 1
Evidently, the doing of the revealed will of God, the performance of
such acts and deeds as are enjoined by God in His Holy Word. One
end of our New Birth is that we should be " a kind of firstfruits" of
God'B creatures (see JameB i. 18), that is, consecrated to God's will and
glory, set apart for His use. And we are fully convinced that it is the
increasing desire of all regenerated persons to "stand perfect and
complete in all the will of God" (Col. iv. 12). Having Christ's righteousneBB imputed to them they fervently long for it to be fully imparted
in them. Anq." whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in his deed" (James i. 25).
4. The cry of adoption. "And because ye are sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father"
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(Gal. iv. 6). "That which is horn of the Spirit is spirit" (John iii. 6).
" A new spirit," says God, " will I put within you" (Ezek. xxxvi. 26).
« The Father of spirits" (Heb. xii. 9) begets a filial spirit in Ris children,
by virtue of which they intuitively invoke Rim in all their manifold
experiences. And with this" new spirit" the Holy Spirit bears Ris
hallowed witness, inspiring the cry, " Abba, Father." So that God
not only gives us a " new spirit," but He puts His Spirit within us
{see Ezek. xxxvi. 27).
REGENERATION PRODUCES : -

, 1. Hatred of silt.

"Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin ;
for His seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born
of God" (1 John iii. 9). It is not taught here that the believer never
.sins in a single, or many acts. "For there is not a just man upon
earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not" (Eccles. vii. 20). In fact,
.sin often endeavours, by a subtle and furious attack, to overthrow the
regenerate sons of God, and at seasons appears to have achieved the
victory. But a careful examination of the aforesaid verse reveals two
important facts: the one being, the new nature cannot sin having God
for its Author; the other, the indwelling Word (i.e., God's seed) checks
the flesh, as the Psalmist expressed himself, "Thy Word have I hid
in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee" (Psalm cm. B).
It must, then, be evident to us that all who are begotten of God, albeit
gin dwells within them, yet they hate it with an intense and practical
hatred.
2. Victory over the world. "Whatsoever is born of God overcometh
the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth
that Jesus is the Son of God 1 " (1 John v. 4, 5). "The whole world
lieth in the evil one" (1 John v. 19, R.V.), being absolutely hostile to
God, and' is continually exerting its influence against and within the
believer, but he gets the victory by faith. Everyone that believeth,
and none but he, overcomes. The stronger faith grows in the heart,
the more does the world yield.
3. Delight in God's will. "I delight," Paul said, " in the law of God
after the inward man" (Rom. vii. 22). "Thy law is my delight,"
David confessed (Ps. cxix. 77). Such as are born of God have" the
mind of Christ" (see 1 Cor. ii. 16), consequently, they mind the same.
things that He minded. As Ris meat was to do Ris Father's will, so
it is theirs. Amazing is that work which brings a hater of God to find
unspeakable delight in the Divine will !
Over the portals of heaven may be seen two inscriptions, as in great
letters of fire :WITHOUT THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD-NO REMISSION.
WITHOUT HOLINESS-NO ENTRANCE HERE.
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THE ASCENSION.

(From" The English Churchman" for March 18th last).
THE following Editorial on the Ascension ably exposes the false teaching of Bishop Gore on one of the fundamental truths of the Christian
faith. The article is as follows:
" We referred recently to the lectures which Bishop Gore has been
delivering in St. Paul's Cathedral on Wednesday evenings. They
have displayed his attempt to reconcile religion with science, and they
seem to have consisted in the practical surrender of every point in
the former which in his imagination conflicts with the latter. Here
we give some extracts from the report of his third address, which
appeared in the Daily News of March 4th. The writer of that report
says: 'Position after position was abandoned, Adam and Eve, the
Garden of Eden, the traditional heaven and hell, the stories of the'
Creation and Ascension-all were surrendered to the scientists. Dr.
Gore seemed, indeed, to be anxious to give up this ground. "Let us
proclaim," he declared, " as constantly, as emphatically and as publicly
as possible the abandonment by the Church of an untenable position
-the position that the early chapters of Genesis record literal history.'"
And he went further than this, he insisted that the early Christian
leaders never intended the position to be held, and he blamed the
later theologians for stubbornly claiming as literal fact what was
intended only to be the vivid and symbolical presentation of a Divinely
inspired ideal.' So much for his theories about the beginnings of
Divine revelation, which are, of course, utterly unsound in themselves,
and untrue both to fact and record. But let us see where those
theories led him. He began by giving up the history of the Creation
and the Fall; he ended by denying the Ascension of our Lord and
Saviour, the Incarnate God. We quote again from the report: 'The
parable of the Ascension, he insisted, is the only form in which the
glorification of Christ could have been expressed to the imagination
of man.' 'When we say, he declared, that He ascended into Heaven,
we refer to a vision actually seen by the apostles, which was intended
to express through the imagination of man of all ages His exaltation
into the Divine glory which to us is inconceivable and indescribable.'
Dr. Gore, in fact, parted company with the Christian believers everywhere and in all time from the Ascension of the Lord Jesus to the'
present day, and took his stand beside those wild heretics of whom
Church history tells us formed various weird fancies to explain
away the actual bodily Ascension of the risen Christ. The writer of
the report to which we refer concludes his account with this remark :.
'The only story that he (Dr. Gore) seemed unwilling to surrender
was that concerned with the history of Christ on earth.'
"Now we need not dwell upon the gravity of the situation here
displayed. That a Bishop, claiming to be a theologian, and speaking
in the greatest Church of the Empire, should use his opportunity to
set aside the creeds and uphold the notions of infidels and heretics,
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is a remarkable sign of the times. That he should do so in the supposed
interests of science is also very significant. Men of his type often
tell us that there is no actual conflict between religion and science,
but they can only maintain this theory by asking us to abandon the
grand realities upon which pious souls have always rested. After all,
science means knowledge, and, broadly speaking, there are only two
kinds of knowledge, that which God has revealed and that which
man has acquired by his intellect and industry. It is no libel on the
result of human endeavour to describe it as necessarily limited and
liable to error. The observation may be faulty, it may even omit
something of essential importance. The experiments, however carefully carried out, may fail in a greater or less degree. The comparison
of results may be inadequate and so far misleading. The deductive
and inductive reasoning may vary according to the clearness of the
subject and the mental power of the worker. The generalization,
which depends upon these processes, may be marred both by their
defects and its own uncertainties. Accordingly, subsequent study
may compel the modification even of what was regarded and held as
a law of nature. Let us suppose, however, that there are some physical
laws which are fundamentally true, and which must remain constant
through all the change and all the speculation. Such laws still have
their limitations and they may be suspended by the great Law-giver
in favour of higher ones, if this be reqnired for a fulfilment of His
purpose. Consequently, we contend that the theories of science
should be subordinated to the claims of revelation. If these theories
conflict with facts and doctrines that God has been pleased to reveal,
then they must be changed or set aside to meet the demands of the
Divine communication. But if some statement of the Bible appears
to contradict an ascertained scientific principle, what then? The
truth of the statement must be maintained, and the contradiction
must be attributed to human ignorance or error. Perfectly to
harmonize the voices of nature and inspiration is a task transcending
man's ability, not because the harmony is impossible, but because
the capacity to discern it is limited and fallible.
"With regard to the Ascension of our Lord, Christian faith has
always held it to be a genuine and glorious fact. Bishop Pearson
expounds the sixth Article of the Creed in the following way: 'I am
fully persuaded that the only-begotten and eternal Son of God, after
He rose from the dead, did with the same soul and body with which
He rose, by a true and local translation, convey Himself from the
earth on which He lived, through all the regions of the air, through
all the celestial orbs, until He came into the heaven of heavens, the
most glorious presence of the majesty of God. And thus I believe
in Jesus Christ, Who ascended into heaven.' This exposition of the
Creed is carefully derived from the declarations of the Old Testament
and the New, or in other words from the consistent testimony of the
whole Bible. It agrees with the constant belief of Christian people
all through the present dispensation. It is "enshrined in the Prayer
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Book of the Church of England and specifically asserted in the fourth
of its Articles of Religion, where we read: ' Christ did truly rise again
from death, and took again His body, with flesh, bones and all things
appertaining to the perfection of man's nature; wherewith He ascended
into heaven, and there sitteth until He return to judge all men at the
last day.' And this suggests a further consideration. The several
truths respecting our Lord's humility are essentially correlated and
dependent one upon another. The second Advent, to which we are
looking forward, involves the Ascension. The Ascension involves the
bodily resurrection. The bodily resurrection involves the Incarnation.
If any man denies one of these truths he is in the greatest danger of
soon denying them all and being engulfed in the vortex of universal
scepticism. What shall we say, then, to those who hold the Ascension
of Christ to be a physical impossibility? We can only say that they
are judging by human standards and with entirely inadequate1:nowledge. They cannot honestly describe the Scriptural statements
respecting that sublime event as mere 'parables' or 'visions' of
something which never actually took place. Therefore, they must
either hold with the believer that which transcends their limitations,
or deny with the rationalist that which runs counter to their ideas
of physical principles. And Bishop Gore's address is suggestive in
another way. It shows how minds will drift when they forsake the
steadfast moorings of the Word of God. Probably they do not mean
to go far when they begin to explain away historical records. But
they find as they proceed that the surrender of the first point logically
necessitates the surrender of the second, and so on until they realize
that they have reached the sacred place within which the Lord of
Glory Himself is revealed. There, if they pursue their method, they
will soon be left without a Divine Saviour or the hope of eternal life.
The lesson for believers is clear; they should carefully avoid the
beginning which leads to such an end."
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully ac1:nowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
o 14 0 Mr. H. Lane
0 4 0
Mrs. D. E. Leckie
1 6 0 "A Bath Friend"
2 0 0
Mrs. M. F. Ward
Mrs. de Garis ..
"In Memory of my
0 2 6
dear Mother"
0 12 6
010 0 Mrs. S. Ellis
" A Well Wisher " .
o 15 0 "A Grateful Reader"
A Widow" ..
020
(per Miss IJ. Ormiston) 0 2 0
H

FROM all eternity the Son of God knew every detail of His awful
sufferings. We often say the anticipation of trouble is worse than
its realization. Our dear Lord had both, and yet He drew not back.J. E. Hazelton.
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l$lur 1!'oung foUts' B:lage.
ETERNAL LIFE.
AN aged Christian lady was once giving advice to a younger Christian
worker, and said, " Tell them of life; do not only tell them of joy
and peace." She was anxious that the young folks in the younger
lady's Bible Class should be taught aright. Let us look into God's
Word now, and see what" the Lord and Giver of Life" has to say to
us on this important subject.
Think of the tremendous need. See how every unconverted person
is described in the second chapter of Ephesians as " dead in trespasses
and sins," " far off," " without Christ," " having no hope, and without
God in the world." Such people are quite alive to all that is going on
around them, but with regard to spiritual things, the above description
is true of each. A mighty change, however, had come over the people
lit Ephesus to whom the Apostle Paul was writing, so that he could
Bpeak of them as being" saved by grace," "quickened together with
Christ," " made uigh by the blood of Christ." Eternal life had been
.bestowed.
Now Who is the Source of this Eternal life? It is the Lord Jesus
Christ. We read, " In Him was life" (John i. 4); "The promise of
life which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. i. I); "Christ Who is our life"
(Col. iii. 3). The Lord Jesus taught this great truth Himself. In
John v. 40 we hear Him say, "Ye will not come to Me that ye might
have life" ; in John x. 10, "I am come that they might have life" ; in
John x. 28, " I give unto them eternal life"; and in John vi. 63, " The
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life."
On one occasion, when some who had professed to believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ gave up attending His ministry, thc Lord said unto
the twelve, "Will ye also go away?" But Peter, speaking for the
others as well as for himself, said, " Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou
hast the words of eternal life." The Lord Jesus Christ purchased
eternal life by His death upon the cross, as we are clearly taught in
John iii. 14-16, " that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life."
The Holy Spirit graciously reveals these wondrous truths about the
Lord Jesus Christ to the hearts of young people all over the world
who have been taught by Him what they are in the sight of God.
Thousands of boys and girls have been thus called by His grace and
new life implanted in their souls, who have grown up to be His faithful
",itnesses at home and in foreign lands.
Many years ago a sermon which I heard on the words, " Alive unto
God through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. vi. Il), was a great blessing
to me. May our little talk about eternal life prove helpful to some of
you, and if you have been" born again" by the Spirit of God, then
seek to " walk in newness of life."

E. A. H.
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In :M.emoriam.
THE LATE PREBENDARY FOX.
PREBENDARY H. E. Fox was called Home on May 12th last, in his
eighty-fifth year.
The late Prebendary was chiefly known by his association with the
C.M.S. as its Honorary Secretary for the period of fifteen years. In
the year 1910 he resigned that position, and since then he has taken an
active part in the work of the Bible League, whose object is "To
promote the reverent study of the Holy Scriptures, and to resist the
varied attacks made upon their Inspiration, Infallibility, and Sole
Sufficiency as the Word of God." For many years before his Home
call, Prebendary Fox was the honoured President of the Bible League.
His own little book on " Our Lord and His Bible" is rightly spoken of
as" a concise, clear, and conclusive statement of the supreme argument
for the Divine Authority of the Old Testament."
It would not be true to say that his work at Salisbury Square as
Hon. Secretary of the C.M.S. was always acceptable to decided Evangelicals of the Old School. The English Churchman says, "The
atmosphere of Salisbury Square proved too much for him, with the
result that be succumbed for a time to the Churchy influences prevailing
there, and failed to make a stand against fraternization with the S.P.G.
and similar Sacerdotalist societies." After he resigned his position
as Honorary Secretary, however, he seems to have shaken off the evil
influences which had surrounded him, and when modernistic influences
developed in the C.M.S. he took an active and courageous stand against
them. Eventually, when every effort to purge the C.M.S. of its
modernism had failed, he helped in the formation of the new Society
which split from the C.M.S., and which is known as the Bible Churchmen's Missionary Society.
When that Society was founded, on October 27th, 1922, in the
C.A.W.G. room at Bedford Street, Strand, London, Prebendary Fox
was present and led in prayer, asking God's blessing on the Society.
More than a year before that date he became a reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. In the May issue in 1921 our Wayside Notes article was
entitled, "Neo-Evangelicals and the Atonement." A copy of that
issue was seen and read by him, with the result that he sent us the
following letter :"THE CROFT, LYTTON GROVE,
"PUTNEY HILL, S.W.,
" DEAR SIR,
" May 7th, 1921.
" I am greatly obliged to some one who has kindly sent me a copy
of the current GOSPEL MAGAZINE. I fully appreciate and am in accord
with the articles on Neo-Evangelicalism, as well as the rest. I have
asked the publisher to send me ten copies, and I have sent him an
order for the Magazine for the current year.
" In days of grievous apostasy among professing Evangelicals such
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'" witness is much needed. I am associated, as yoa may know, with
the Bible League, where we are doing our best by the grace of God to
bear our testimony to the supreme authority of Holy Scripture, and
are now training young men to be His witnesses.
I am ,
"Yours in the blessed fellowship,
" H. E. Fox."
Prebendary Fox, we believe, continued to be a subscriber to the
GOSPEL MAGAZmE to the day of his Home call.
We have reason to thank God that Prebendary Fox was enabled by
Divine grace to sever his connection from the C.M.S. when he saw that
that society was evidently captured by modernists. Some who stood
by him in his efforts to purge the society failed when the crisis came to
take the decisive step which he took. In this respect the late honoured
Prebendary" esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt."
H

(!tottespOnhrnCf.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL lIiAGAZINE.
DEAR FRlEND,-A Chaplain writes: "Thank you ever so much for the
books and tracts. They will be very useful, and your kindness is
greatly appreciated. We have a little lending library and shall be .
glad of any suitable books you may be able to send us at any time."
A Missionary to sailors writes: "Many thanks for parcel of literature
yOIl sent for distribution. I love to be able to put into the hands of
men the message of God's Word with no uncertain sound." Another
writes: " Can you send me some Scripture texts and books to help to
cheer and instruct the men 1 I shall be so grateful." We need the
renewed help of kind friends to enable us to respond to such appeals
as these, and shall be thankful to receive parcels of bound volumes for
the men of the sea. The serious times in which we live constitnte a
loud call to the Lord's people to do all that is possible to help spread
the truth of God amongst our men on land and sea.
21, Firfield Street,
Yours sincerely, R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdo1Vn, Bristol, June, 1926.

t)rotestant

~eacon.

CHURCH PATRONAGE AND EVANGELICAL TRUTH.-II.
IT is extraordinary that at a time when reunion with Nonconformists
is being seriously discussed, as is shown by the " Proceedings of Joint
Conferences held at Lambeth Palace, 1921-1925," just published, all
the forces of Ecclesiasticism should have combined to make it difficult
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for the sons and daughters of the Reformation to remain in the National
Church. If the dominant party in the Church Assembly has its way
it seems to us that disruption is inevitable. A section of this party,
how large we cannot say, would welcome disestablishment, under the
impression that thereby their schemes would stand a greater chance
of success. Judging by what has happened in Wales and in the
Dominions, they have some ground for these anticipations.
As regards Church Patronage, the chief danger arises from the
so-called" Life and Liberty Movement," which is out to exterminate
distinctive Evangelicalism, in other words, as we should say, the
Apostolic Gospel in all its fulness. By this time all Evangelicals worthy
of the name should recognize that, humanly speaking, their present
position in the Church of England is entirely due to the existence of
trusts which have been founded for the express purpose of appointing
Evangelical men to livings. If trustees had invariably been faithful
the cause which they represent would not have been in its low estate
to-day. With all their shortcomings, " Life and Liberty" realizes the
power of the trusts, and in the pamphlet, "Patronage and Tenure,"
published in April, 1922, their secret animosity against this Evangelical bulwark is brought to light, and their determination, if possible,
to lay it low. Evangelicals who wish to understand the position to-day
should procure this pamphlet, if it is still obtainable, as the spirit
underlying it is supreme in the Church Assembly on this question of
Patronage.
In this pamphlet we read :"e. Livings at present held by Ecclesiastical Trusts.
" All livings held by bodies which exist for the purposes of forwarding
certain Ecclesiastical 'views shall be transferred to a Central Patronage
Board.
" The constitution of the Central Patronage Board shall be determined by the National Assembly."
If anyone remarks that this recommendation does not refer specifically to Evangelical Trusts, the answer is that the livings held by
these are far in excess of those held by the Anglo-Roman party, and
as the Church Tirn.es has pointed out in a leading article, " Catholic
trusts only hold about a hundred advowsons. They have never been
regarded as more than an expedient to tide over difficulties until
bishops could be trusted to deal fairly with Catholic parishes." In
an explanatory note in " Patronage and Tenure" we are told" it must
be left to ecclesiastical lawyers to find a phrase in which to describe in
legal terminology the kind of patronage here referred to, viz., that
controlled by party trusts within the Church."
Private patrons should take note that they will receive short shrift
if " Life and Liberty" have their way. The socialistic persons who
control that movement have no regard for the rights of property, as the
following" practical proposal" from the same pamphlet makes clear :"(a) Livings at present in private patronage. On the announcement of the pending vacancy of a cure, a consultation shall take place
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between representatives of the Diocesan Patronage Board and the
patron. At this consultation names may be mentioned and discussed,
special attention being given to the views of the representatives of the
Parochial Church Council. The Board shall then submit not more
than three names to the patron. In the" event of the patron refusing
all three, the nomination shall then lapse to the Patronage Board, on
which for this occasion the patron shall have the right to serve. In
the case of exchanges, the appointment shall be in the hands of the
Patronage Board, on which the patron shall have the right to serve. A
private patron must be in Holy Orders or a qualified elector within the
meaning of the Constitution. Should the patron be not thus qualified,
tbe right of appointment shall lapse to the Patronage Board." The
Patronage Committee of the Assembly did not go all the way with
these" Life and Liberty" proposals, but those persons by whom they
were drawn up have large influence in the Assembly.
A valuable sidelight on the policy of " Life and Liberty" and their
methods of attaining their ends was afforded by a letter last October
to the Bishop of Manchester, who is one of the leading spirits of that
movement, and one of our most dangerous opponents. The letter
was signed by thirty-seven diocesan or cathedral dignitaries, proctors
in Convocation, examining chaplains, and rural deans in the diocese of
Manchester, and by 249 clergymen beneficed in the diocese. In it
they said: "We think it our duty to call attention to what is taking
place in the diocese and in many parts of the country with regard to
Church patronage. Owing to widespread economic and social changes, .
some patrons are now wishing to sell their advowsons, and advantage
is being taken of this fact to buy them up in the interest of party
societies. It is being done as a definite policy and on a large scale.
We consider this to be deeply injurious to the Church. It means the
subordination of the welfare of the parishes to the promotion of particular views, and results in many cases in the appointment of incumbents
wholly unacceptable to the parishioners. It is, moreover, a serious
evil that the free development of Church life under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit should be hindered by the imposition of conditions laid
down by these trusts. 'We beg your lordship to take such steps as you
may think best to check this -growing evil."
To this the bishop replied as follows ;" The whole matter is plainly one of very great importance. Personally, I strongly object to the principle of any trust of whatever colour
which has a tendency to stereotype the spiritual life of any parish, or
check the freedom of its spiritual movement. There is much to be
said against official patronage, no doubt; but, at least, it is in the
hands of the people who ought to be solely concerned with the best
interests of the parish and diocese, and not with the artificial maintenance of one particular tradition. There is also this great and
singular advantage about all individual patrons, that in course of time
they die, and their own partiality, if they have any, may then be
corrected. But above all things I should maintain the right of the
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parishioners to have a guarantee that their interests and wishes are
genuinely considered. The resolution recently adopted by the Church
Assembly, if converted into law, will go far to effect this. But the
purchase of advowsons by any group of people for the maintenance of
'particnlar traditions, without the knowledge or consent of the
parishioners to the transaction, seems to me contrary to every sound
·principle. The letter that has been sent to me, signed by so many
whom I have every reason to trust, will greatly help me in such action
as may seem possible to secure that the rights of parishioners are duly
regarded."
On November 27th the following scathing letter, signed by A. Smith,
R. Bergen, and C. Dryden, appeared in the Guardian, to which, significantly enough, no reply has been forthcoming :" Much interest has been aroused by the publication of the letter
signed by a large number of clergy in the diocese of Manchester, and
the Bishop of Manchester's reply published in your issue of the 23rd ult.
Those interested in the question of Patronage have now had an opportunity of making searching inquiries into the position. To our
astonishment we find that practically few, if any, advowsons in the
diocese of Manchester have changed hands; and hardly a single
advowson has been purchased by an existing' Party Trust.' within the
past few years. In view of the result of this searching inquiry, readers
of your paper have a right to ask both the Bishop of Manchester and
the clergy who have signed the letter to produce the evidence. Could
we have the names of the parishes, and the trusts by which they are
supposed to have been acquired 1 The bishop will have no difficulty
in obtaining this information from the diocesan registry. We are sure
the Bishop of Manchester would be the very last person who would
wish to convey to his fellow Churchmen a deliberately false report.
" One piece of evidence has resulted from our inquiries, namely, that
the majority of advowsons held by the so-called' Party Trusts' were
handed over as gifts by the patrons. Secondly, a very large number
of the Churches and schools have been built by Churchpeople of a
definite school of thought; and to preserve the teaching and practice
of the Churches loyal to the letter and spirit of the Book of Common
Prayer the patronage has been placed in the hands of trustees. To
say that' this is a serious evil hindering the free developing of Church
life under the guidance of the Holy Spirit' is, to say the least, decidedly
nauseating. These clergy evidently mean that the patrons who have
placed their advowsons in the hands of trustees are hindering the
progress of Modernism, on the one hand, and Romanism on the other.
" Those of us who are firm believers in the Holy Spirit find it hard
to believe that He can be thwarted in His work because the appointment to the cure of souls has been vested in the hands of godly clergymen and laymen. Regard for truth leads us to ask for definite evidence,
inasmuch as throughout the whole diocese of Manchester the letter
signed by the clergy to the bishop has given rise to ugly rumours.
These are, that the statement is utterly false, and that it has been
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prompted from a high source in the diocese with a view to being used
in the Church Assembly. Manchester Churchmen will not be convinced until definite evidence has been produced.
" The Bishop of Manchester might like to know there is much dissatisfaction amongst Churchpeople at the dispensing of official patronage. The traditions of Churches have been ignored and the continuity
of not a few Churches broken. To many of the most flourishing
Churches in the Manchester diocese the present incumbents have been
appointed by , Trustees.' "
We close with some words of the Bishop of Gloucester in his letter to
the diocese for last December on this subject. His lordship says:
" I must own that the method which has been adopted of approaching
this subject fills me with some apprehension. There seems to be too
great a desire to change the whole system. Our present very varied
system is one which works well, and has worked well in the past. It
secures great variety of appointment, and insures the representation of
every type of opinion in the Church. Private patrons, for the most
part, take their work very seriously, and make, I think, quite as good
appointments as anyone else would do. I must own I have grave
distrust of Patronage Boards-whether diocesan or others-and I
think we should work very slowly in giving more voice at present to
the parish."
January, 1926.
[This is one of three excellent four-paged tracts on Church Patronage
issued by the Church Association and to be obtained from their Office,
13 & 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2, at the price of.
6d. per dozen or 3s. per 100. The subject is of great importance at
the present time.-EDIToR.]
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
AT the Annual Meeting in May, the Rev. Hy. Popham preached an
appropriate sermon in the afternoon. Sir George Hume, M.P.,
presided over the evening meeting, when addresses were given by the
Revs. Hy. Popham, W. R. Davey, and R. Robinson, and J. C. Dennis,
Esq. Owing to the lack of facilities for travelling, the attendance was
much smaller than usual. The Report showed that there were 1045
pensioners on the books, and upwards of £10,000 had been given in
pensions. The Homes had been well maintained. An increasing number of Churches had held meetings and services, at which collections
for the funds had been taken, for which the Committee were grateful.
On July 2nd, the Anniversary of the Hornsey Rise Home will (D.V.)
be held. The Sale of Work will be opened by Miss Biddulph at
3 o'clock, and in the evening a Service will be conducted by Mr. A. W.
Mills, of Eccles.
On July 7th, there is to be a Service at Lillie Road, Fulham, at 7.15.
The J. E. Hazelton Memorial will be opened on July 20th by Lady
Augusta Inskip. Particulars of the meeting are given in the advertisement which appears on another page.
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iL{eutel1ls anll' Jl,ottces of laooks.
By DAVID
BARON. Pp. 310. Price 6s. net. (Morgan & Scott Ltd.,
12, Paternoster Buildings, London, E.C.4.)
Our highly esteemed friend, the Rev. David Baron, is well known
as an able and gifted expositor of the Scriptures. Many valuable
expositions of Scripture have already issued from his pen. This new
work will be found to be equal in merit to all his other books.
It consists of a series of connected expositions' of Scripture setting
forth the past history of Israel and also Israel's future history as
predict.ed in certain passages of the inspired Word.
" The Scriptures," Mr. Baron says, " carry their own Divine seal,
and the more we seek to penetrate to the wonderful inner depths which
they contain, the more deeply is the conviction wrought in us that they
are not of man's origination, but are God-breathed."
His aim in writing this and his other books is " to make the Word
of God of spiritual profit to the reader." He goes on to say, " In these
chapters in particular, in which the whole history of the peculiar
people-from the call of Abraham to the dispersion and final restoration-is, so to say, expounded and set in its true light by inspired
prophets and psalmists with a view to vindicate the ways of God in His
dealings with men, and to show forth the Divine perfections of His
character, there are many great and important lessons for Christians
to learn. But what stands out most prominently in them are
Jehovah's infinite grace and faithfulness to sinful men." Mr. Baron
is the head of the Hebrew Ohristian Testimony to Israel. Himself a
Jew, his " heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they
might be saved." He fully recognizes the sins of which the nation
has been guilty, but he also fully believes in God's revealed purposes
of mercy towards them.
In eight chapters he expounds" the national song of Israel," as
given in Deuteronomy xxxii., and shows that it is " a Divine forecast of
the whole history of the Jewish people." This is a most valuable
exposition of Moses' Song.
Eight more chapters are taken up with the exposition of Psalm cv.
under the heading, "Jehovah's Marvellous Works for His People."
Part III is headed, " Israel's Great Sin and Jehovah's Superabundant
Grace." It is an exposition in five chapters of Psalm cvi.
Part IV occupies four chapters setting forth" the grace and power
of God as manifested in the history of Israel." This is an exposition
of Isaiah li.
Ministers of the Gospel especially, who really believe in the plenary
inspiration of the Scriptures, will find these expositions a most valuable
help in elucidating the meaning of the portions considered, but all
Christians will derive help and profit from these carefully-written and
well-printed pages.
THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL:

ITS SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE.

