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THE STRAIT GATE.

" Enter ye in at the trait gate."-l\lATTHEw vii. 13.
THESE words of our LORD form a part of the sermon on the mount.
They were addressed, as was the whole sermon, to His disciples
(s~e Chapter v. 1, 2), and they appear to be designed to impress
upon them the need of making sure to their own minds that they
have entered through the narrow gate and are travelling in the
narrow way. An exhortation of this kind seems to be similar to
such exhortations as "Put ye on the LORD JESUS CHRIST," and
"Give diligence to make your calling and election sure." All
believers have put on the LORD JESUS, but they need to appropriate
Him afresh. So all believers are "elect according to the foreknowledge of GOD," and yet they are exhorted to make their
-calling and election sure by giving evidence in their lives that they
are numbered amongst the elect people of GOD. In like manner
CHRIST'S disciples have in fact entered through the narrow gate,
and are walking in the narrow way, but in view of the fact that
there is another gate which is wide and another way which is
broad, they are to give diligence to make it abundantly clear that
through Divine grace they are walking in the only path which
issues in everlasting life. There is very much important teaching
connected with the strait gate and the narrow way which the
members of the LORD'S family will do well to ponder in these days
-of increasing latitude both in doctrine and practice.
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1. First, we may notice that the strait gate stands in contrast to
another gate.
There are two gates-the narrow gate and the wide gate. These
lead into two ways, the narrow and the broad way. When Adam
fell he may be said to have entered through the wide gate, and to
have begun to walk in the broad way. All his descendants entered
with him, and are by nature walking in the broad way. There are
times, however, when some who are walking in the broad way
hear of the narrow way. They learn through the faithful preaching
of the Gospel that the way in which they arc walking leads to hell,
and that only those who are walking in the narrow way reach
heaven with all its blessedness. If they reject CHRIST, and remain
indifferent to His salvation, they may be said to enter the wide
gate afresh, and to confirm themselves in the path which leads to
destruction. They thus are amongst the many whom our LORD
says go in through the wide gate. (Matt. vii. 13.) Their boasted
free will leads them to choose the wide gate in preference to the
narrow. Nor can they do otherwise, unless GOD makes them
willing in the day of His power. "No man," says our LORD,
"can come to Me, except the FATHER Which hath sent Me draw
him" (John vi. 44). CHRIST is the door into the narrow way,
but no man can come to that door and enter through it, unless
drawn to do so by the FATHER. Here we have the solemn truth
of human inability. Let members of the Church of England
read the Tenth Article of Religion on this point. They will see
that the Reformers taught that man's condition after the Fall is
such that he cannot have saving faith, and that he cannot call
upon GOD" by his own natural strength and good works." Divine
grace is needed ere he can have a good will.
It on the other hand some, while still in the broad way, hear
ot the narrow gate, and through the grace of GOD, are led to enter
it, then they may be said to be amongst the few who go through
the strait gate, and have become travellers in the narrow way.
(See Matt. vii. 14.)
CHRIST Himself is the strait gate. He says, "I am the door:
by Me it any man enter in, He shall be saved." He is also the
way. He says, " I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the FATHER, but by Me" (John x. 9; xiv. 6). He
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is the way of access to the FATHER now, and He is the way to the
mansions of the FATHER'S house hereafter. To enter the narrow
way is to trust as a poor sinner in the blood and righteousness of
CHRIST. It is to trust in Him for deliverance from the destruction
and ruin to which the broad way leads.
To enter the broad way is to proceed in the path of sin and to
reject and ignore Him Who is the only door to everlasting life and
blessedness.
Incidentally we may observe that our LORD'S teaching on the
strait gate is Gospel teaching. 'lany speak as if the sermon on
the mount consisted largely of a set of rules for holy living. Underlying it all, however, is definite and distinctive Gospel teachi.ng.
2. Secondly, observe that the strait gate is a narrow gate.
Through the wide gate the crowds enter. "Many there be
which go in thereat." Through the narrow gate only few enter.
"Few there be that find it." The narrowness of the gate suggests
difficulty in entering. All encumbrances must be doffed ere any
one can enter the narrow gate. Those who wrap themselves round
with the garments of their own righteousness find that the gate is
too narrow for them to enter. Those who carry in front of them
huge bundles of their own merits find it impossible to enter. Only
the spiritually naked can get through the narrow gate. We
remember reading that the late Bishop Hannington when a young
man managed to squeeze himself between some rocks into a cave,
but on attempting to come back he found he had to doff all his
clothes ere he could get out. The tide was coming in and his
deliverance from peril depended on a renunciation of his clothing.
In like manner unless we renounce the rags of our own righteousness we cannot enter the narrow gate which leads to life. Only
those who trust in the blood and righteousness of CHRIST can enter
the narrow gate. Our language as we approach this gate must be,
" Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply to Thy cross I cling;
Naked, come to Thee for dres/.' ;
Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, SAVIOUR, or I die."
This gate is difficult to enter, because faith in CHRIST the door is
not a human grace. It must come from GoD, and until He leads
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the sinner to rely only on CHRIST there is no entrance into the
narrow way.
No one can enter this narrow gate, and no one has the desire to
enter it, until he is born again by the HOLY GHOST. Only living,
regenerated persons know the plague of their own hearts, are
conscious of the terrible outcome of travelling in the broad way,
and seek to enter that gate which issues in eternal life and
blessedness.
The broad way is peopled only by the spiritually dead, whereas
the narrow way is peopled only by the spiritually living. No dead
soul ever walks in the narrow way.
3. Thirdly, let us observe that the strait gate stands at the entrance
to the narrow way.
Those who enter by the strait gate leave the broad way and
begin to walk in the narrow way.
The narrowness of the way suggests restriction, and difficulty in
walking. The traveller on this way is restricted to a narrow path
which implies constant care in walking. There are no restrictions
and no limitations in the broad way. If you are in the broad way
you may believe what you like, think as you like, speak as you
like, go where you like, do what you like, and worship as you like.
You may believe all the heresies under the sun, you may think
what you like about creation, the Fall, sin, redemption, regeneration,
justification, sanctification, ejection, and about GOD, heaven and
hell. You are not bound by the Bible. You are not limited to
its teachings. You may take what is called the" inner light" to
guide you. You may refuse to be bound by the light of the first
century and be guided by what you regard as the improved light
of the twentieth century. You may regard all religions as equally
good. If you choose you may be a Modernist, a Sacerdotalist, a
Spiritualist or a Russellite. You may pretend to worship where
the service is beautiful, chaste, artistic and ornate, and where the
sermon is pleasing to the flesh and wholly destitute of Gospel truth.
If you are walking in the broad way you may spend the morning
of the LORD'S day in a fashionable Church, and the afternoon
playing golf 0r tennis.
. You may walk on the more respectable side of the broad way
and live a professedly upright and respectable life, or you may
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walk on the other side and give way to the grosser forms of sin.
The broad way demands no restriction in dress except what is
fashionable. You may transgress the laws of decency and sobriety,
and encourage by your lack of dress the lusts of the flesh, but that
does not matter. The broad way gives full freedom in everything.
In this way you may go where you like. The theatre, the ballroom, the dancing saloon and the cinema are open to all travellers
on the broad way. The libraries too are open, and you can read
the latest and most indecent novel which has been published.
In the narrow way, however, the traveller or pilgrim is called
upon to recognize the authority of the LORD of the way, and to
follow closely and unreservedly the directions of the inspired GuideBook which the LORD has put into his hands. He is to believe only
what the Bible teaches, and to live only as the Bible directs. All
his thoughts are to be brought into captivity unto the obedience
of CHRIST. The word of his mouth must be such as are acceptable
in GOD'S sight.
e is not to live unto Himself, but unto Him
Who died for him and rose again. The inspired principles of the
Guide Book are to direct him, and to control him, in regard to
where he goes, what he does, what he speaks and how he worships.
His companionships are to be restricted to those who are like
himself walking in the narrow way. Fellowship with the ungodly
and with false teachers is forbidden. He is enjoined to come out·
and to be separate. The books he reads, the pleasures he engages
in, and the customs he adopts are to be regulated by the teachings
of the Word of GOD. His money is not his own to spend as he
likes. He belongs to the LORD Who redeemed him, and whether
he eats or drinks or whatever he does he is to do all to the glory
of GOD.
. Because he walks in the narrow way he will be called" narrowminded," "straitlaced," "puritanical," "bigoted," and in many
cases "Calvinistic." But he is to be prepared for all this, and to
rejoice if he be counted worthy to suffer shame for CHRIST'S sake.
The way to heaven, though narrow, is the right way. GOD leads
the travellers therein by the right way. It is " the way of peace,"
"the way of holiness," and the happy way.
It is very exclusive. It excludes its pilgrims from many things
which are freely permitted in the broad way.
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Let us frankly own 'that it is indeed a narrow way, and let us
beware of any attempts to broaden it. By Divine grace let us be
content with all its restrictions, and run with patience the race set
before us, looking unto JESUS, the Author and Finisher ot our faith.
For our consolation it is written that the narrow way" leadeth
unto life." Those who walk in it have their" fruit unto holiness,
and the end everlasting life" (Rom. vi. 22). The broad way, on
the other hand, despite all its freedom from restriction, and its
worldly and carnal pleasures, ends in perdition. Eternal life and
blessedness is the portion of travellers in the narrow way, but
eternal punishment and separation from GOD and blessedness are
the portion of those who travel, often gaily, in the broad way.
o the solemnity of it! Life and heaven on the one hand, death
and hell on the other,
4. Fourthly, let us obsen-e that the st-rait gate is an unpopular gate,
" Few there be that find it." Do not be surprised then if you
who walk in the narrow way are lonely. Your ,LORD has told you
beforehand to expect this. He Himself is always with you, but
you may often be without human companions. You may be in
a neighbourhood where there is not to all appearance a 'single
person walking in the narrow way. Occasionally you meet with
a kindred spirit, and then how delightful the fellowship. Often,
however, friends and relatives are in the broad way and you have
to live a lonely life, and walk in a lonely path. But for your
comfort the LORD has said, "Fear not, little flock; for it is your
FATHER'S good pleasure to give you the kingdom." He hath
promised it to them that love Him, and hereafter you shall certainly
inherit it. At present this strait gate stands wide open to all
seeking, awakened, weary sinners. To such CHRIST says, "Come
unto Me." "I will give you rest." "Enter ye in by the strait
gate." "Strive to enter in at the strait gate." Do not rest till
you have entered. This gate will not always be open. The Master
of the house will at some future time rise up and "shut to the
door." Then He will say to those who are without, "I know
you not whence ye are; depart from Me, all ye workers of iniquity."
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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lma!?f;)llJe jl,ottf;).
OPENING THE RCRIPTURES, THE UNDERSTANDING
AND THE HEART.
.. And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us,
wMle He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us
the Scriptures? "-LUKE xxiv. 32.
IT was the day ot our Lord's triumphant resurrection from the
dead. He had died for the sins of His people, and had risen again,
because He had secured their eternal justification. The tomb was
empty. The stone rolled against its door had been rolled back by
angelic hands. To the women who had come early to the sepulchre
the angel said, " He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come,
see the place where the Lord lay." Fear and great joy filled their
hearts as they ran to bring His disciples word of this great and
unexpected event. "Their words (however) seemed to them as
idle tales, and they believed them not." During that eventful
day, however, the Lord appeared to Mary Magdalene, to several
women, to Peter and to the two disciples who journeyed from
Jerusalem to Emmaus. Besides these appearances He manifested
His bodily presence to ten of the apostles and others with them,
on the evening of that great day. Gradually it dawned upon His
. disciples that the Lord had indeed risen from the dead, and that
He had been demonstrated to be the Son of God by that man'ellous
event. The full significance of that event was probably not at
first realized, but eventually, ' With great power gave the apostles
witness of the re urrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace
was upon them all" (Acts iv. 33).
Now the words which we have placed at the head of these
Wayside Notes have reference to our Lord's appearance to
the two disciples who walked that afternoon to a village
called Emmaus. The apprehension, condemnation, crucifixion
and death of their Lord had caused great sorrow to their
hearts, and naturally "they talked together of all these things
which had happened." \Ybile they did so, "Jesus Himself drew
near, and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they
should not know Him." He noticed their sad countenances as
they walked and inquired what it was they were talking about.
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They told Him that the subject of their conversation was Jesus
of Nazareth, a Prophet mighty in deed and word. Their confidence
in Him was so great that they trusted that He was the One Who
was predestined to be the Redeemer of Israel. But He had been
condemned to death and crucified, and it seemed as if all their
hopes were dashed to the ground. It is true that certain women
of their company had astonished them by telling them that they
had been early to the sepulchre, and had found the tomb empty.
Moreover, they said they had seen a vision of angels who had told
them that He was alive. They, however, regarded the story as
untrustworthy.
Then Jesus addressed them and said, "0 fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: ought not
Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory ~
And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, He expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself."
It was now toward evening, and the company of three had
reached the village of Emmaus, and at the urgent request of the
two disciples, the Lord went into their house. Presently a meal
was spread and acting rather as Host than as Guest, the Lord took
bread, and blessed God for it, brake it, and gave to them. Then
." their eyes were opened, and they l..-new Him; and He vanished
.out of their sight. And they said one to another, Did not our
heart burn within us, while He talked \vith us by the way, and
while He opened to us the Scriptures ~ "
Now there are three things which our Lord is said to open. He
opens the Scriptures, He opens the understanding, and He opens
the heart.
1. First, we read of our Lord opening the Scriptures to His people.
. On the day of our Lord's resurrection the only Scriptures in
ellstence were the Old Testament Scriptures. These are variously
described in this chapter as "Moses and all the prophets," and
" the law of Moses, and the prophets, and the psalms" (Luke xxiv.
27, 44). These Scriptures are a sealed book until they are Divinely
opened. Men may read them and know something of their contents,
but they cannot grasp their spiritual meaning, until they are
Divinely expounded. The truths revealed therein need to be
Divinely opened, explained and made clear, ere we can gra p their
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meaning. The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto Him: neither can He know
them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14). The
Ethiopian eunuch was a reader of the Scriptures. He was reading
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, but he did not understand it until
he was instructed by a Spirit-taught teacher. He had no idea
that the theme of that chapter was Jesus until "Philip opened
his mouth, and began at the same Scripture, and preached unto
him Jesus."
We all need the teaching of the Spirit. " It is written in the
Prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto
Me" (John vi. 45).
Our Lord was a Divine Teacher, and on this occasion He opened
up the Scriptures to these two disciples.
He opened them as prophetic Scriptures, and therefore as inspired
by the Holy Ghost. He showed that these Scriptures foretold
throughout their whole content the sufferings of Christ and the
glory that should follow. They predicted the things concerning
Himself-the very things which had happened. They foretold
that His hands and His feet would be pierced on the cross, and that
He would rise again from the dead, and sit on the right hand of
. the Father. They bore testimony to the glory connected with
His second coming. They bore testimony to pardon through His
death. They enabled those who believed in Him to say, "With
His stripes we are healed." They told of a Fountain opened for
sin and for uncleanness. "To Him give all the prophets witness,
that through His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins" (Acts x. 43).
Christ "expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things
concerning Himself." The great theme of the Scriptures is Christ,
and if we make the Scriptures the ba is of our preaching then we
shall speak much of Christ.
As the Lord opened up the Scriptures so wonderfully from
Genesis to Malachi the hearts of these two disciples burned within
them. They were warmed by these truths. Their hearts became
aglow as truth after truth concerning Christ was made clear to
them.
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Blessed are they whose hearts are ravished by the great truths
concerning Christ in the Scriptures. Only the Lord by His Spirit
can open up to us these inspired Scriptures. The Divine Author
of the Scriptures can alone fully make known to us their meaning.
2. Secondly, we read 0/ the Lord opening the understandmg 0/ His
people.
On that same resurrection day we read, "Then opened He
their understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures"
(Luke xxiv. 45). By nature the understanding is darkened. (See
Ephes. iv. 18). Men hear the truths of Scripture, but they understand them not. They go on hearing them, but still they do not
grasp their meaning. Truth may be made known in the plainest
possible way, and yet men may not understand it. It is remarkable
that the apostles were told by our Lord plainly and simply that
He would be apprehended, mocked, spat upon, scourged and put
to death and that He would rise again the third day, but" They
understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from
them, neither knew they the things which were spoken" (Luke
xviii. 31-34).
Mter His resurrection, however, He " opened their understanding
that they might understand the Scriptures."
If we understand the Scriptures in any measure it i due to Him .
. " Vi' e know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
understanding, that we may know Him that is true, and we are in
Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true
God, and eternal life " (1 John v. 20).
"No man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son
will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27).
How humbly we should come to the Scriptures, and how dependently we should look up for teaching when we read them. Our
prayer should always be, "Open Thou mine eyes, that I may
behold wondrous things out of Thy law" (Ps. cxix. 18). The Lord
alone can remove all difficulties in the way of our understanding
the Scriptures.
The risen Lord does not now visibly stand in our midst and
exercise His power in opening our understanding, but He still
operates on His people's minds by His Spirit. They have an
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"unction from the Holy One" and" know all things." The anointing which they have received from Him abideth in them, and they
need not that any man teach them, but the same anointing teacheth
them of all things, and is truth and is no lie. (See 1 John ii. 20,
27.) It is true that Christ has given" pastors and teachers" to
His Church, and such teachers are great helps to His people, and are
not to be despised or thought lightly of. Yet the Lord's people
are not absolutely dependent on human teachers. They are " all
taught of God" by His Spirit.
But the Spirit does not teach independently of His Word. All
the Scriptures are inspired by Him, and are" profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works" (2 Tim. iii. 16, 17). We can derive no profit from the
Scriptures, however, if we neglect them. The Christian man who
neglects the prayerful reading and study of his Bible is necessarily
ignorant in greater or less degree of Divine truth. We have heard
ot a man who gets up into the pulpit, professing to depend on the
Spirit for ability to preach without previous study. A housewife
might as well profess to feed her family with nourishing and
appetising food without any previous preparation. God does not
bless idleness. The Lord says, "Blessed is he that readeth, and
they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein" (Rev. i. 3).
We must come in contact with the Word, if we are to notice
and observe its teachings and precepts. We cannot in any way
derive profit from the Scriptures without becoming acquainted with
them. That man who daily meditates in the Word of God, in
dependence upon the .Spirit's teaching, is the man who increasingly understands and grasps its precious teaching. " Blessed are
they that hear the Word of God, and keep it" (Luke xi. 28).
Human learning and wisdom are valuable, but they are of no avail
unless their possessors are taught of the Holy Ghost.
When taught by the Spirit we see ourselves as poor, hell-deserving
sinners, and we see Christ as a Saviour thoroughly suited to our
needs. He becomes all our salvation and all our desire.
3. Thirdly, we read of our Lord openiny the heart.
When Paul spake to _the women who resorted to the riverside
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in Philippi where prayer was wont to be made, " A certain woman
named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which
worshipped God, heard: whose heart the Lord opened, that she
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul." This is
a remarkable case. The congregation apparently was a small one
and consisted wholly of women. The sermon was preached in a
sitting posture and was merely a quiet talk. All the women
probably listened attentively with the outward ear, but on one
woman's heart alone, the Lord Jesus secretly operated. He so
wrought upon it that its possessor received and welcomed the
truths of the Gospel and heartily gave heed to them. So much
was she affected by what she heard that she evidently felt herself
to be a sinner needing the Saviour Whom Paul preached, and she
believed on the Lord and was baptized. The Lord .had called him
to preach the Gospel to these women (verse 10), and this one
woman was secretly influenced by the Lord to receive the Word
to the saving of her soul.
Paul preached the same Gospel to all the women present, but
not all received it. Why? Surely the answer must be, "It is
not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
showeth mercy" (Rom. ix. 16). "The inclination of the heart
towards the truth originates not in the will of man." The same
sermon faithfully preached come in power and in the Holy Ghost
to one, and not to another. The preacher himself is helple s. The
Lord alone can open the heart. We have been dipping into the
life of John Berridge, and have been much impressed with the
large numbers who were blessed through his ministry. ",Vhy is it
not the same now? It cannot be said that there are no men who
faithfully and earnestly preach the same Gospel as did Berridge,
yet their testimony is not so greatly owned as was his. What is
the reason? Must we not admit that it is due to the Sovereignty
of God. Sinners are only saved through the secret and special
operations of the Holy Ghost. Wben the time, the set time to
favour them is come, then God, Who is rich in mercy for His great
love wherewith He loves them, even when they are dead in sins,
quickens them with Christ, and saves them by His grace. Shall
we give up preaching then? God forbid. This is our constant
business. Woe is unto us if we preach not the Gospel. Shall we
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{;hange our methods then and resort to worldly W:lys of attracting
the young ~ God forbid. If men are to be saved at all it must
be through the foolishness of preaching the old Gospel. It is this
Gospel through which God saves them that belie....e. May the Lord
Himself open to us the Scriptures! May He open our understandings to understand them, and may He open our hearts to
welcome their saving truths.
The aim of every faithful preacher of the Gospel is that he may
be the humble instrument of opening blind eyes, and turning them
from darkness to light; and from the power of Satan unto God.
"The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind" (Ps. cxlvi. 8). The
Father says to the Son, " I the Lord have called Thee in righteousness, and will hold Thine hand, and will keep Thee, and give Thee
for a Covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to 0lJen the
blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them
that sit in darkness out of the prison house" (Isaiah xlii. 6, 7).
We may rest assured that the Lord Jesus will do this great work
which the Father hath called Him to accomplish. In every part
of the earth He will open the blind eyes of those whose names
are in His book of life, and save them with an everlasting salvation.
And when, dear readers, He has opened our hearts to receive Him,
then our prayer should be, "0 Lord, open Thou my lips; and my
mouth shall show forth Thy praise" (Ps. 11. 15).
THE EDITOR

TVhitington Vicamge,
Stoke Fe-rry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

OUR LEGAL DEBTS.
business of a surety is to pay the legal debts of another. Our
legal debts are, first pelfect obedience, which alone can bring a title
unto heaven; secondly, the CU1·se of death, for not performing that
obedience. Jesus Christ first pays the debt of perfect obedience; and
thereby, as Surety, redeems the heavenly title; then He takes the
law-curse on Himself, to free believers from it. And both these
blessings are imputed, or charged to the account of every true believer.
By the death of his Surety, he is freed from condemnation; and by
His alone obedience he is made righteous (Rom. v. 19), justified in
the eye of the law, and obtains a leg!!.l title unto heaven."-John
" THE

Berridge.

290

The Gospel Magazine

lIJtIgtlm

~apetfJ.

WELLSPRINGS.
IN MEMORIAM. THE LATE MISS MARY F. JOHNSON, OF CROYDON.
ANOTHER beloved friend at Rest! One less on earth " and one more
in Heaven," and a link of long and close friendship broken, but
only, "'Till He come." The family friendship dates back about
seventy-two yea.rs, when the beloved George Cowell formed what was
called" The Christian Fellowship and Communion Association," and
a meeting was held every Friday evening in an unpretentious room in
Philip Lane, London Wall. Amongst those who valued the study of
God's precious Word and" the communion of saints," was Mr. William
Johnson, to whom my dear father was at once attached in brotherly
affection which continued with the parents and children of both
families in more than ordinary friendship until broken by death. Of
their dear eldest daughter, the subject of this brief appreciation, it
might be said she was "chosen in the furnace of affliction," for her
blindness was a great deterrent and curb to her active spirit and vivacious mind. But she had her rich compensations, a bright, happy
temperament and great abilities. Keen perception and interest in
things around her made her always an object lesson to others.
Above all this, the truths of the Gospel which were lodged in her
heart from her earliest years and the love of them increasing and intensifying as the days went by, were a very sacred link to those who kne\,,and loved her in the Lord.
To read to her was always a pleasure, and it was ofttimes touching
to see the tears rise and roll down as her heart was tenderly moved at
some sweet theme of grace and gracious dealings of her God. Favoured,
as we have said, with godly parents, and whose prayers and training
were blessed of God, there were marks of grace early seen in most of the
dear children; and the eldest son (William) who died in his youth,
gave a gracious testimony to the saving power and grace of God. The
death of this brother was an abiding sorrow all her life to Mary, for
they were attached to one another in more than ordinary love, and for
a time she has often told the writer, the sorrow seemed to overwhelm
her. But in the gracious compassion of her heavenly Father, another
brother took his place. He was afterwards so well known to and
beloved by the Church of Christ as the Rev. David Lindsey Johnson.
These two dear young people soon came under the gracious influence
of the Rev. J. " . Gowring, Sunday Lecturer in the churches of St. John,
Horsleydown, and Cripplegate, City, who was himself blind.
This brother and sister made it a habit of those days (and doubtless
under the constraining influence of the Holy Spirit), to seek Mr.
Gowring's wise counsel and advice, and found him ever ready to hear
their difficulties and deal with them.
In after years our late friend has often referred to his godly admonition and warnings, and gentle but firm corrections if he discovered the
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slightest leaning to anything that would not be to their soul's chief
interest and welfare. It might be only such as came from their love of
good music, as to whether they should go to an Oratorio, but there
were lessons learned in that godly man's counsel which followed them
all their lives, and the writer has often heard her dear friend quote the
old man's wise advice-" Don't try how near you can walk to a
precipice without falling over." "Don't try how near you can go to
the fire without being burned," etc., etc.
Miss Johnson was a very intelligent reader or hearer, and it was
marvellous to see in the morning room quite a small library of
Braille books transcribed by herself of her favourite writers-whilst
she further accomplished the immense task which was to her a keen
interest and labour of love, of brailling the whole of the Bible in Urdu
for the blind! As her dear sister-in-law truly said, " I used to call it
her life work." And it was indeed a wonderful achievement as regarded
herself and her kind companion. For many years she was Almoner
for the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, taking up the work when Miss
Philpot left Croydon, and having at one time as many as forty pensioners to pay monthly. This work, although with fewer names on
the books, she continued up to the time of her death. And her
interests and tangible support extended to the Trinitarian Bible
Society, the Women's Protestant Union, etc., etc.
It was a happy memory always, that she and the writer attended
their first Clifton Conference the same year (and that about thirty-nine
years ago). She with friends from Grantham and staying at Sion Hill,
and " R " with others from several counties near the Victoria Rooms.
And well do I remember her when some years later we had come
to reside in Clifton after a sacred service at St. Mary-le-Port Church, she
. exclaimed, with her face lighted up with joy, " It was a true report I
heard," as she was melted under dear Mr. Ormiston's choice ministry.
Many sacred seasons were enjoyed in later years as she visited us, and
shared those rich and rare privileges. Then, again, there were the
happy, memorably happy and sacred visits to Peldon Rectory together,
where those two dear servants of God, the Rev. David Lindsev and Mrs.
Johnson entertained so delightfully in as it were the very atmosphere
of heaven. That brother, so greatly beloved, was gathered to his
eternal rest in 1911, after as brief and similar an illness as that of his
dear sister of whom we write nineteen years later. Then, after a little
came the death of her aged and godly mother, and, again, death entered
the home and took the sister who shared it, and the dear subject of
this paper became more and more lonely with the loss of relations and
friends. It was therefore with keen pleasure she and her kind companion looked forward to the annual interchange of visits to her
beloved and widowed sister-in-law and to the writer. She was so
warm-hearted and true, and clung with tender tenacity to old friends
with whom she could speak of and recall other days and their sacred
associations. It was a kind providence and is now a grateful memory
that one more such happy meeting was permitted from July 4th to
20
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12th in 1929, when she and her kind and valuable companion again
visited this home, and I think of her energy, so characteristic of her, as
we closed each happy day with a hymn of praise. So soon as the
hymn was selected she would come and stand by the piano that she
might sing it with all her strength. "How sweet the name of Jesus
sounds," and" A debtor to mercy alone," were amongst those old
favourites chosen by our dear friend. Little did either of us think then
we should sing those spiritual songs together no more on earth, but
that ere another year had flown she would be singing the praises of her
dear Redeemer in the glory.
Another compassionate favour of her heavenly Father considerably
cheered her during the last several years of her life, when the Rev.
WaIter Croft was appointed Minister of West Street, Croydon; for
although a loyal churchwoman, Miss Johnson went where her soul was
fed, and she was greatly helped and strengthened through Mr. Croft's
gracious and acceptable ministry. She rejoiced in the liberty of the
Gospel and wrote, soon after his appointment, "Such a Gospel just
suits an old sinner like me." Mr. Croft was also a true pastor and
friend in constantly cheering her with a visit, and with always savoury
and spiritual converse to soul edification.
She was deeply interested in learning that I was brailling to a blind
moslem student in Jerusalem, and most kindly sent me to forward to
him two of her own books in Braille of Gospel truths, and my last
letter to her, within a fortnight of her Home Call was to thank her for
the same, and tell her of the youth's gratitude at her kindness. Like
her dear father and mother before her, Miss Johnson was a great lover
of "THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE." The bound volumes on the bookshelves
dating back to 1846 were greatly valued. She grew to esteem and love
the several editors and contributors. In her last letter to me, she
spoke of having much enjoyed the writings in the current number, and
of how the blowing upon Christ's garden (referring to a particular
article), and the call to the "north wind" to "awake" had been
much blessed to her. The last five months of her life were compassed
with trial, a trial in providential dealings and a trial of faith consequently. She bore it all very bravely and was wondrously helped.
" He wont fail me now," she wrote, and although it doubtless made
inroads upon her advancing years and declining strength, she was
hopeful and uncomplaining, although" very lonely," as she said.
On the last Sabbath before her sudden illness she was in her accustomed place in the house of prayer, and the word spoken was blessed
to her. The text was "For our light affiiction which is but for a
moment," etc., and she drank in the truths and comfort of the word,
and spoke sweetly about it to the kind friend who took her, as they
walked home.
On the following Wednesday, although she went out as usual, she
was found to be ailing, and the end came all suddenly and unexpectedly.
Just a brief week of pneumonia, and our dear friend" was not, for God
took her," yea, graciously and gently gathered His "tired" and
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" lonely" servant Home to her eternal Rest on April 21st. "During
the last few days," writes her esteemed Pastor and friend, "she spoke
of her hope, and was overheard to repeat the words, 'underneath are
the Everlasting Arms.' Also,' I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee.' When I saw her last Monday, she said' precious,' and I asked
her if Jesus was precious to her.' And she responded clearly, 'Yes.'
That was the last word I heard distinctly."
Two married sisters survive her out of a family of eight.
They laid the redeemed remains to rest in the family vault at Tower
Hamlets Cemetery on April 25th, there to await the Day of Resurrection
when" them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him "-and I
am thinking of my beloved friend in the language of the immortal
Toplady's sublime and extensive poem-a poem which she committed
to memory in her maidenhood and used to repeat to us to our
amazement and delight.
"I saw-and lo! a countless throng,
Th' elect of every nation, tribe, or tongue
Saved by His righteousness alone,
Spotless they stand before the throne.
And in th' ethereal Temple chant His praise;
Himself among them deigns to dwell ;
And face to face His light reveal
Hnnger and thirst, as heretofore,
And pain and heat, they know no more,
Nor need, at once the Sun's prolific rays,
Emmanuel here His people feeds,
To streams of joy perennia.l leads,
And wipes, for ever wipes, the tears from every face."
And so farewell, dear friend, for only a little while, and
"Though slower is my pace,
To you, I'll follow on,
Leaning on Jesus all the way.
Who, now and then, lets fall a ray
Of comfort from His Throne."
Thine eyes have seen the King in His Beauty and are ravished.
Thy limitations are all past and for ever forgotten. Thou art following
the Lamb whithersoever He leadeth; thou art singing with the countless multitude yonder, Redemption's endless Hallelujahs, and art
satisfied.
R.
" THOSE who are in Christ Jesus are as secure as the love of God, the
merit, power, and intercession of Christ can make them. They are
hedged round with mercy. They are enclosed in the arms of everlasting love."-Dr. Charles Hodge.
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Sermonf.' anb Notef.' of Sermonf.'.
WONDERS

IN

REDEMPTION.

A SERMON BY THE LATE REV. W. WILKINSON, B.A., PREACHED AT
THE CHURCH OF ST. MARy ALDERMARY, WATLING STREET, ON
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, OCT. 7TH, 1838.

" As many were astonished at Thee-so shall He sprinkle many nations."
-ISAIAH lii. 14, 15.
IN the verse immediately before what we have just been quoting,
we find the Lord delivering an exhortation. "Behold!" It is delivered, we may suppose to the true and spiritual Church. " Behold"
-doubtless implying, "with attention and with admiration and with
delight." But what are they to " behold ~" Why, they are to behold
Jehovah's co-equal and co-eternal Son become His "servant," in
order to accomplish His purpose with respect to His chosen and His
beloved people. The verse is this; "Behold, My servant shall deal
prudently;" He shall deal wisely, correctly, in a suited way and manner to accomplish My will. He shall deal" prudently"; some have
rendered it " successfully"; either sense or both senses together may
be taken; He shall deal prudently, and He shall deal successfully.
And then it is said, He shall be enlted on this account, when His
work is completed; "He shall be exalted and extolled, and be very
high." And then in the words which we read as the first part of our
subject, the eternal Jebovah addresses Himself to the Son of His
love; "As many were astonished at Thee." He then assigns the
reason, in the words which immediately follow-" astonished at Him
because His visage was so marred more than any man, and Eis form
more than the sons of men." He bere refers to the appearance of
Jesus of Nazareth when He was but young, not tbirty years of age,
and yet supposed by the Jews to be near upon fifty. "His visage
was so marred more than any man, and His form more than the sons
of men "-worn, you see, and apparently aged, on account (we may
suppose) of His watchings and His fa stings, and His continuing so
frequently all night in prayer, besides the opposition He met with,
and the continual "contradiction against Himself" on the part of
sinners which He endured. And then in the following verse the
Lord addresses Himself again to those, to whom He had already been
speaking; in that verse He turns Himself on a sudden to His Church,
and addresses them; and such sudden transitions are very frequent
in the writings of the holy prophets. He says, "As many were
astonished at Thee, so shall He sprinkle many nations"; that is,
Messiah, when He appears to accomplish My will-that very person,
that Son of My love, Who shall be thus altered in His appearance on
account of His service and His sufferings-" He shall sprinkle many
nations."
"He shall sprinkle" them, we may conceive, (" many nations,"
or many in many nations,) with His precious blood, in order to their
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complete acceptance with God on account of the complete forgiveness of their transgressions. Thus it is said, that His redeemed shall
appear at last out of "every nation "-not merely from the family
of Abraham, but out of "every nation, and kindred and tongue,
and people." "He shall sprinkle many nations."
But then there is another sense, which perhaps more immediately
applies to the subject; "He shall sprinkle many nations" with His
doctrine-sprinkle them by the preaching of His everlasting Gospel;
the word is used in that sense in Scripture. "He shall make known
My will respecting the children of men; and in consequence of His
experience of sorrow and of suffering, He shall "sprinkle" them to a
great extent. For it is immediately added, " The kings shall shut their
mouths at Him" ; that is, they shall become silent, they shall no longer
oppose or resist Him and His cause and fight against Him, but they
shall acquiesce with silent consent at least in what is delivered concerning Him. "The kings shall shut their mouths at Him "; and why ~
" for that which had not been told them shall they see, and that which
they had not heard shall they consider,"-or·" shall they understand," as the apostle renders it, when he quotes this passage. So
far from opposing and contradicting, as they did at first, they shall be
attentive to what is delivered respecting the Son of God and His
great salvation: and they shall be so attentive and so con"iderate,
that they shall be brought to understand these things, and to become
themselves the " nursing fathers" and the " nursing mothers" of His
beloved Church and people.
And thus on account of the appearance of Messiah, "He shall be
exalted and extolled and be. very high." "He shall deal so 'prudently,' so wisely, and so completely accomplish My designs respecting those for whom I send Him, that they shall be brought to receive
Him; and He shall on this account ' be exalted and extolled and be
very high.''' And this is agreeable to the language of the Apostle
Paul, when, speaking of Him "being found in fashion as a man,"
though "he thought" (and justly thought) "it not robbery to be
equal with (iQd," we find him sa.ying, "He humbled Himself a.nd
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross; wherefore
God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of things in heaven and things in earth and things under the earth,
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of (iQd the Father."
Now from this passage, which we have endeavoured thus to open,
there are three or four things, which we may observe.
And in the first place-that Jesus Christ and His work have been
matters of astonishment unto many. "Many were astonished at
Thee." Many have been astonished at His person and His work;
His engagements and His performances have been matters of astonishment to many. He Himself foresaw this, before He appeared to
accomplish the Father's will in the salvation of His people. He
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says, in the twenty-second Psalm, "I am a worm and no man, a
reproach of men and despised among the people; all they that see
Me laugh Me to scorn; they shoot out the lip, they shake the head" ;
and then the derision is represented as thus addressed-" He trusted
on the Lord, that He would deliver Him; let Him deliver Him,
seeing He delighted in Him"; "let Him deliver Him, if He is
so dear to Him "; the very words, you will recollect, which were cast
in His teeth when He was hanging upon the cross, and therefore we
may clearly perceive that this passage is spoken of Him and with a
view to His great and last sufferings. He and His work and His
doctrine have been matters of astonishment (and alas! of derision and
contempt) to multitudes of the ruined sons and daughters of Adam.
But we will rather hasten to what we mean more particularly to
attend to, and observe, in the second place, that when the time of
God's love is come respecting those, on whose behalf He sent forth
His Son thus to become a reproach and derision and so on, to accomplish their salvation-when the time of God's love is come respecting
these, they shall be brought to hear concerning Him and the great
things of His salvation. And this is essential; because, says the
apostle, "How shall they call on Him, in whom they have not
believed ~ and how shall they believe in Him, of whom they have
not heard" and been instructed in the knowledge of Him; "and
how shall they hear without a preacher ~" We say, when the time
of love fixed in eternity (and it cannot possibly be passed) for the
effectual calling of a "vessel of mercy" redeemed by the blood of
the Lamb-when the day is come, for his being made willing to
receive the Saviour and to bow to the claims of the cross, then he
shall be brought to hear the truth respecting Him. And the providence of God is seen very remarkably in this, in bringing men, in
a way which they little thought of and under circumstances in which
they did not desire it, to hear those glad tidings of salvation, which
once they joined, perhaps to oppose and to contradict; as much so
perhaps respecting many in this day, as in the case of Lydia of old
who was brought from Thyatira where she lived, in order that she
might be present at a certain time and in a certain place, when St.
Paul was led there by the providence of God, and that thus she might
be led in this extraordinary way to a 'knowledge of the things, that
belonged to her present and eternal peace.
And they shall be brought, it appears, not only to hear, but to consider and to understand and to receive them. All this is implied.
However much before they might have been opposed, they shall be
brought to consider them attentively and to understand them, and so
to understand as to receive them, and, renouncing all their vain
hopes and delusions respecting their self-righteous prospects and
renouncing all their refuges of lies, turn simply and wholly to Jesus,
and rest their entire confidence in Him and their whole hope of salvation upon Him. It is a remarkable word, which has been spoken
by our dear Lord Himself, looking to the "vessels of mercy" given
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Him under the idea of a precious flock, known to His eternal Father
and to Himself, too, by name and number-" My sheep hear My
voice"; when the time of My love has arrived, when the day of My
power has come, they "hear My voice, and they follow Me "; they
no longer look at Me with indifference, much less hear Me with contempt; "they hear My voice, and follow Me." And thus St. Paul
speaks, when writing to the Thessalonians; "Knowing, brethren
beloved, your election of God"; why ~ how ~ knowing that you are
part of that precious flock, for whom Jehovah gave His Son, because
(says he) "our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance, and ye became
followers of us and of the Lord."
But then we may say, that this subject surely affords encouragement to those who begin to hear and begin to consider the grand
and glorious display, which Jehovah has given in Holy Scripture of
Himself and His great salvation-a great encouragement to those,
whose prejudices begin to subside, begin to weaken and to die away,
who begin (according to the representation in the context) to "shut
their mouths," no longer to contradict, no longer to blaspheme, who
begin to be silent, their attention engaged, their prejudices partially
removed, and they brought to listen to these thing~ so as to long after
God's salvation. Oh! what a blessed thing is it, for a soul thus to be
dealt with! And from this subject we may surely take occasion to
speak words of encouragement to such, who are brought, I say, to see
the worth of Jesus and His true character, and, so far from discarding
Him and the tidings of His salvation, are brought to His feet and
long for His salvation. "I have longed," said Jacob of old-" I
have longed for Thy salvation." Are we speaking to any of this
description, that are known of that God Who sees in secret to be in
secret pleading with Him that He would " open their understandings
to understand the Scriptures," arid that He would open their hearts
to receive the testimony borne to Jesus of Nazareth ~ Are we speaking to any, who have lately become frequent in their secret retirement and in their closets, casting themselves at the foot of the cross,
and saying, "Lord! if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean "-" I
now begin to feel myself a ruined, lost and perishing sinner without
Thee and Thy great salvation; oh! manifest Thyself in mercy to
me; oh! save me, or I perish ~" We would say unto such, Fear
not. Such perhaps will add, "I do fear; and I seek trembling
though I seek; my knowledge is so scanty at present; I have such
indistinct views of those things, which now appear so exceedingly
important to me: and not only so, but my prejudices are not altogether removed; they have subsided in a measure, but still at times
I hear things which I like not. I hear things against which my mind
rises, and which my mind is disposed (though not openly as before) to
quarrel with and to contradict." But we would ask you this one
thing-Art thou really sensible that thou art a sinner in the sight of
God under the sentence of His awful law, that thou hast "gone
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astray from the womb," and that every thought and imagination of
thy heart has been a departure from His law and brought thee under
its curse? art thou really brought to apprehend the wrath of God
hanging over thee and ready to burst upon thee, and to see thy need
of a Saviour and desire to be saved by Him? Then," be of good
cheer." Your knowledge may be imperfect, and some things may yet
be dark and difficult to you; but" follow on to know the Lord," and
you shall know Him; He will lead you into the knowledge of these
things one by one. We may congratulate you, and say, that, if such
experience is yours, then "the darkness is past and the true light is
really shining" into your heart, and that light is the dawn of future
and eternal day. Thy" knowledge is small" ; then" search the Scriptures"; search them with prayer, and search them with dependence
upon the Lord. Take nothing for granted. Depend not implicitly
upon the word of any man; but go " to the law and to the testimony
knowing that, if men speak not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them." Judge for yourself. And then recollect
the sweet and endearing promise, which is surely fulfilling in your
experience-" I" (says the Lord) "will bring the blind by a way
that they knew not, I will lead them in paths that they have not
known, I will make darkness light before them and crooked things
straight; these things will I do unto them, and not forsake them."
There is a sure pledge, if there is any real heart-felt concern in thee,
that it shall never come to nought. The Lord will carry on the
work and He will increase it, till He has brought it to perfection.
As He says in another place, " I am the Lord thy God, which teacheth
thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou should'st
go." Consider with that the latter part of what we have just quoted:
"that leadeth thee by the way that thou should'st go "-and that
" will not forsake thee."
But then we may say, again, with respect to another description of
persons, if Christ and His salvation, the grand and glorious doctrines of the Gospel be matters of astonishment to an ungodly world,
(as they have been from the beginning and ever since they have been
made known,) is it any cause of surprise, that they should be matters
of aEtonishment to those who are made spiritually and experimentally
acquainted with them? If they have astonished the world, is it
a matter of surprise that they should astonish the church also?
Look at two or three of the grand and important and distinguishing
points of Christianity.
Look at the Saviour as appearing in the world, by His active obedience to the law of God to work out a righteousness for the justification of His people; and does it not appear an astonishing thing, that
He, by His one obedience during the short period of His life, should
accomplish a righteousness sufficient to justify the whole of the innumerable number of the sons and daughters of Adam, who were given
to Him in Covenant, and on whose behalf He prayed, and with respect
to whom He gave a pledge for their salvation?
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And then we may say, look, again, at His atonement. He died
" once" upon the cross. There were typical atonements offered ever
since the days of Abel; rivers of blood had been shed and flowed,
for there were typical atonements made under the ceremonial dispensation every day and twice a day-so that we may say, rivers of blood
had been shed and flowed; but all this blood together "could not
possibly take away sin." But Christ" by His one offering," we are
expressly told by St. Paul, "hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified "-that is, the Covenant people of God, who were set apart
to His glory and are sanctified for His use and His honour. His
blood upon the cross was sufficiently meritorious to blot out-to
obliterate completely and for ever-the innumerable transgressions
(oh! innumerable beyond expression or idea!) of that innumerable
number, that were given Him by His Father. "By His one offering"
He accomplished this. Is not this matter of astonishment ~ and
may not His people to-day behold and wonder, admire and adore ~
How are we to account for this ~ Why, it is only to be accounted
for in this one way-the great and glorious union, which subsisted in •
Him with reference to His Divine and human nature. Had He been
a mere man, His righteousness could have availed only for Himself,
Had He been a mere man, there could be no more merit in His blood
to cleanse others from sin, than there was in the blood of St. Paul or
St. Peter, or of any other martyr who died in His cause. But He was
God, as well as man; He was the second Person in Jehovah. Oh!
well may the context say, " Behold, My servant shall deal prudently;
He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high." He was the
eternal and self-existent Word; and from His Divine nature was
derived infinite merit to everything He did and to everything He
suffered; and thus the merit of His obedience and His atonement
became sufficient for whatever the great Jehovah was pleased to
appoint them to. Is not this matter of astonishment and of adoration too ~ Well may you bow down, and call upon your souls to adore
and magnify and extol this great and this glorious Redeemer. St.
Paul, speaking of the union to which we have referred, and upon
which everything turns, (for if He be not Jehovah as well as Jesus,
He is no Saviour for you or for me; there is nothing in Him suited to
our necessities; but thus uniting these two distinct natures, He is
sufficient for all His people ;)-St. Paul speaks thus, "Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness" ; and what is that mystery ~
why, that mystery is, " God was manifest in the flesh."
And so, again, if you contemplate Him as delivering Himself
from the prison of the grave, as rising from the dead and ascending
up into glory, what matter of astonishment is here !- and all this
connected with and necessarily following His grand atonement upon
the cross, or the finishing of His glorious work by this grand atonement. This was very beautifully typified long before He actually
appeared-typified by Himself as the angel of Jehovah Who
appeared to Manoah and his wife. "If thou wilt offer a burnt-offering,"
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He said, "thou must offer it unto the Lord"; and Manoah then
offered a sacrifice to the Lord, and we are told that this Angel (the
glorious second Person in JehOvah, that afterwards became incarnate)
-the Angel" did wondrously." And what were the wonders that
He did 1 Why He ascended up in the flame, and vanished out of
their sight. A beautiful emblem of the resurrection and ascension
of the great and the dear I=anuel! Here is another matter of
astonishment-a thing exceedingly and amazingly astonishing.
And so, again, we may speak of His conduct to His beloved
people, in manifesting Himself to them as He does, and bringing
them out of nature's darkness to see those things which they did not
comprehend, and to understand those things which were not revealed
to them. What does He say 1 He says to His disciples, (and it is
true of all His disciples, the meanest and the weakest of them), "To
you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven; but
to others it is not given." There is no knowledge of Divine things
in the soul of man, considered in a state of nature; he is as dark and
ignorant, respecting everything that concerns his soul and the only
way and method of its salvation, as are "the beasts that perish." .
And when light breaks in upon the mind, it comes from above, and is
an act of creation. It requires the same Almighty power, and is
bestowed in the same sovereign and independent way, as the light
was in the first creation. St. Paul establishes this very clearly, when
he says, " God, Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness"
(the darkness, that is, at the first creation), "hath shined in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ." "Blessed," says the Lord to His disciples,
again-" blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they
hear." And in another place, when He is contemplating this manifestation of Jehovah's mercy to the vessels of His love and compassion, what does He say 1 "In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit "we read of Jesus weeping, we read of Him sorrowing, but here He is
rejoicing and exulting-" He rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank
Thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto,
babes."
And then, again, the subject opens another contemplation to the
mind, which is exceedingly endearing and may be truly profitable.
Is not the sovereignty of His conduct to His beloved people, to which
we have just alluded, a matter of astonishment and amazement 1that these grand things should be revealed to some and hidden from
others 1 When St. Paul is cont~mplating this subject, he breaks out
with admiration and astonishment, and says, " Oh! the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! " • Now I
say, consider this in application to thyself-that these things should
be not revealed to some, and yet revealed to thee! And why revealed 1 The Lord Himself will give thee the answer-and the only
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answer that Jehovah has condescended to give, or that we need to
receive; it is "Even so, for so it seemed good in the sight of the
Lord"-in the sight of Him, Who orders, in grace as well as in providence, every thing according to His own sovereign good will and
pleasure, and" has mercy on whom He will have mercy, and compassion on whom He will have compassion."
And so, again, if you realize this with respect to yourself, then
realize the Lord Jesus as ascending and entering into glory, and that
as the forerunner of everyone of those, to whom, "He is precious,"
and who are really brought to know His character and trust in Him
and so sure as He is there, it is a solemn pledge of their being with
Him. there one day to behold Him. and partake of His glory. And
oh! what astonishment is this calculated to produce in the believer's
heart! It is the very thing he is longing for; and yet had it not
been revealed to him, what human being would have dared to mention
such a thing in prayer to the great Jehovah ~ The Lord Christ
has promised such a thing to His disciples; He says, "I will come
again and receive you unto Myself, that, where I am, there ye may
be also," He- is gone to heaven as our "Forerunner," says the
Apostle Paul; and the office of forerunner is to go before others,
and prepare a place for them and preserve it for them. He is gone
before you "to prepare a place for you"; and" He will come again
and receive you to Himself," You are as secure of entrance, as
those are who are at this moment actually in the possession and
enjoyment of it. We know of many (the names are known of several,
as least, we may say), who now, as far as their souls are to be considered, are reaping actually the fruit of the atonement of the great
.and the dear Immanuel; we know that Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob are there, we know that Moses is there, and Elias, and so on;
and they are not all; the humblest true and real believer is secure
of being one day actually with them. Oh! then, look up; lift up
your heads; look forward and rejoice in the contemplation of the
glory, which (as St. Paul expresses it) "shall be revealed." Whatever the grace of God has contrived and established a Covenant for,
is sure by His wisdom and His power to be accomplished. "The
counsel of the Lord," we are told-and this is His "counsel" as
revealed by St. Paul, "to bring many sons" (and daughters is implied), "to bring many sons unto glory," and this through the Son
of His love, Who was so abased and so afflicted-and" the counsel of
the Lord shall stand." Let earth and hell oppose as they may, and
let wicked men contradict as they may, " He will do all His pleasure" ;
and His pleasure we know to be, in the fullest and most extensive
. sense of that word, the prosperity and the happiness of those that
are His.
But then, to go to a different view of the subject, we may say, Is
it a matter of astonishment, that the world should not approve, that
they should be displeased with, that they should open their mouths
against those, who are attached to Jesus and who have discovered
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such affection for Him as they are described to do in Scripture and
as they actually experience in themselves when grace is really in the
heart ~ Is it a matter of astonishment, that the world should be so
full of enmity, and that the followers of the prince of darkness, " the
god of this world," "the spirit that now worketh in the children of
disobedience," the great enemy of God and man, acting under His
influence, should be filled with amazement at men, who delight in
and adore a crucified Saviour, and love to do His will and to show
forth His praise and adorn His doctrine every day ~ St. Peter
says, "They think it strange" (no wonder that they do), "they
think it strange that you run not with them to the same excess of
riot speaking evil of you." Oh! how will they be astonished in the
last great day, when God the Saviour shall descend and gather the
whole world to His bar, and separate" the precious from the vile,"
and set the sheep on His right hand and the goats on the left.
But we may say, again, is it a matter of surprise, that the Lord's
beloved people should be astonished at themselves, that such things
as these should make no more impression upon them than they do.
They do make some impression, an impression to their own benefit
and an impression to the honour and glory of God; but are they not
astonished that they love the Saviour so little-that there should be
so little delight in that precious Word, which testmes of Him from
beginning to end-that their love to their fellow-disciples, who are
equally with them the children of God, should be at times so cold,
and often that they should be so indifferent to them-in short, that
their hearts should not be more exceedingly and intensely engaged
about these things ~ Are these things realities ~ Is it true, that
Jehovah the eternal Father" spared not His own Son, but delivered
Him up ~ " is it true, that the co-equal Son of God condescended to
take my nature, and in that nature to endure the cross and the whole
curse of my transgressions ~ is it true, that in His own sovereign
good pleasure He has " called me out of darkness into His marvellous
light," and revealed Himself to me as a Saviour, and (to a greater or
less degree) as my Saviour-given me some "good hope through
grace," that I am His and am a partaker of His love here and shall
be a partaker of His glory hereafter ~ Are these things so ~ Then
how astonishing is it, that my mind is not more fully and entirely
swallowed up in the contemplation and enjoyment of these things t
whereas at times how low are my feelings, bow earthly is my
experience and how cool is my love! We may well be astonished at
ourselves.
But are there not some (and may there not be some present), to
whom these things are mystery and darkness even to this day, to
whom they are a matter of astonishment even to this day, who have
not entered into the grand and glorious discovery which Jehovah has
made of Himself in His Word ~ or, in plain terms, is it actually the
experience of every one now present, that they have felt their real
condition and closed with the Saviour of sinners, rested their salvation
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on Him, and given themselves up entirely to Him, to be His servants
and devoted to His praise and honour 1 Is this the experience of
everyone 1 If there be an individual here, who has never yet (to
use the apostle's language) " received the atonement," who has never
"fled for refuge to the hope set before him" in Christ nor laid
hold on Him by faith, "the faith of God's elect "-what ean wc say,
but pray the Lord, Who alone can (and Who could at this very
moment, if it were His good pleasure), as He " commanded the light to
shine out of darkness" at the first creation, so to "shine into the
heart" of such, as "to give them the light of the knowledge" of
themselves and the light of the knowledge " of God," a mighty God
and "mighty to save," and enable them to understand that one
simple, plain, and certain truth, so dearly revealed and so frequently
referred to-that, if any man" come to Him" to trust in Him, He
" will in no wise cast him out"; so that if there be at any time (and
would to God that this might be the case at this moment with
respect to such, if they are present to whom it relates)-if there be
anyone "pricked in his heart," and crying out, How is it possible
for one, who has so long walked at a distance from the Saviour (nay,
opened His mouth against Him), how is it possible for such a sinner
to be saved 1 we have only one answer and one message, "Behold
the Lamb of God!" He has "taken away sin"; He is (as we
just said) " mighty to save," and He is as willing to save as He is able,
for He has said, "Him that cometh I will in no wise cast out."
Oh! what an encouraging word! it meets every fear and answers every
difficulty, that can possibly arise in the heart of any timid and any
trembling sinner. "In no wise!" Though you are old and greyheaded (as though He should say), though you have been sinning
to the greatest extent, and sinning in the most awful way and manner
against light and knowledge and education and everything that can
tend to aggravate your iniquity, yet" I will in no wise cast you out."
We may say to all such what the Lord says respecting wisdom; He
says, " If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth
to all men liberally and upbraideth not." He will not cast in your
teeth (as it were) your former transgressions, but He will instantly
receive, and bless you with the blessings of His great salvation.
There is one text of Scripture recorded in the Old Testament, with
which we will conclude; it is supposed to proceed from the mouth
of the blessed Jesus; "Behold," says He to His eternal Father"behold, I and the children whom Thou has given Me are for signs
and wonders in Israel." He Himself has been a wonder, and His
people a wonder-a wonder to the world, a wonder to themselves;
and it will be the greatest wonder of all, when they set their feet in
in the heavenly Zion above, see Him in His beauty, cast their crowns
before Him, and join in that one new song, for ever sung and for ever
new, "Thou art worthy to receive glory and honour and power,"
and everything that can be said and done to magnify Thee-Thou
" shalt be exalted and extolled and be very high "-" for Thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood."
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SERMONETTE.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

"PRECIOUS FAITH."
THE Apostle Peter, in his two Epistles, writes of several precious
things. The first of these is " precious faith." Those to whom Peter
addressed this letter possessed this faith. "That the trial of your
faith," he wrote, "which is much more precious than of gold that
perisheth " (1 Peter i. 7). Faith is trust or confidence in God, and in
Christ Jesus, the gift of God's love, founded upon what God has made
known to us in His Word. Without faith, not one of the other precious
things Peter alludes to can be possessed and enjoyed.
Hence Peter's second Epistle is addressed to those "that have
obtained a like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God
and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter i. 1, R.V.). Realizing that by His
righteousness they had attained to " justification of life " (see Rom. v.
18-19), Christ Himself is precious. "Unto you which believe He is
precious" (or" is the preciousness," R.V.). And His blood is precious ;
that precious blood which was shed when, by His death, He reconciled
them to God. "For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life " (Rom. v. 10).
" What voice is that which speaks for me
In heaven's high court for good,
And from the curse has ma.de me free?
'Tis Jesus' precious blood'"

Moreover, it is by faith that the promises of God are embraced, which
are precious to His people. "Whereby are given to us exceeding
great and precious promises" (2 Peter i. 4).
And this faith of the Lord's people is wrought in them by the Holy
Spirit. It is a fruit and effect of the new birth. The Apostle Peter
uses a remarkable word regarding it: "Simon Peter, a servant and an
apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith
with us." The word translated obtained means, primarily, to obtain
by lot, and then to obtain, to receive. And so all is of grace. "By
grace have ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8).
God freely bestows His gifts of grace. "If ye being evil," said the
Lord Jesus, 'know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your Father Which is in heaven give good things to
them that ask Him "; (Matt. vii. 11); even the Holy Spirit, and His
gifts of grace (Luke xi. 13). If Reader, you are not wilfully despising
God's gifts, but are, on the contrary, wishful to possess this precious
faith, will you not pray 1
" Since 'tis Thy work a.lone,
And that Divinely free,
Lord, send the Spirit of Thy Son,
To work ibis faith in me I "
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"THY WALLS ARE CONTINUALLY BEFORE ME."
THY walls, dear believer, always in His sight-thy Father's sight-thy
Saviour's sight, constantly in view, and not only in view that He may
glance at any time, but He is watching, guarding, keeping. The words
referring to the love of Jehovah for Israel are true also of His spiritual
Israel-the Church of Christ, the Church of God, the chosen of His
heart, His peculiar treasure. "Thou shalt call thy walls salvation
and thy gates praise" (Isa. lx. 18).
Think of walls as an enclosure and the contents. Walls are not built
to surround worthless things, they are built to mark out purchased
land, to enclose gardens, palaces, treasures of many kinds. So the
walls that are continually before Him enclose His special belongings,
His purchased people. "Remember thy congregation, which Thou
hast purchased of old" (Ps. lxxiv. 2). See also Acts xx. 28, "The
Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own Blood." This
purchased Church is walled in-enclosed within the walls of Salvation.
Walls enclose gardens, " A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse"
(Cant. iv. 12). "My beloved is gone down into His garden." Why
has He gone there ~ To feed in the garden, to gather lilies, and to see
the fruits of the valley, to see whether the vine flourished.
We know the vine represents Israel in the Scriptures. Remember,
too, dear reader, Who said, " I am the true Vine," and again, " I am
the Vine, ye are the branches." Let us think of this in connection
with the words, " to see whether the Vine flourished." And only can
the branch flourish by abiding in the Vine. "Abide in Me and I in
you." I feel there is an added sweetness in the words" and I in you"
sweetness, strength, reciprocal union. "In me "-" I in you." Do
pause and just drink in the intense yearning satisfaction of the wordsDrink in, "Yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved" (Cant. v. I)-and
abide in Him. So shall His walled garden be a delight to Him when
He goes to see whether the Vine flourisheth. "Let my beloved come
into His garden and eat His pleasant fruits" (Cant. iv. 16). His
reply is, " I am come into My garden. . . . I have gathered. . . . I
have eaten. . . . I have drunk. And then He lovingly desires to
share His satisfaction-CC Eat, 0 friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly,
o beloved."
These walls enclose houses, palaces, dwelling places, treasures of
many kinds. But in the latter days, Zechariah tells us, " Jerusalem
shall be inhabited towns without walls." Will she be safe ~ Yes.
Why ~ How ~ "For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall offire
round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her." Just think,
He Himself the Encloser and the Enclosed. Who can attack a wall
of fire ~ Safe, safe within that wall. "Thy walls are continually
before Me." He is wl;\tching and none can extinguish that fiery wall
from outside. Inside it is all glory, for He Himself is the glory in
the midst.
11

In glory, girt with 8aints around,
He stands above thee through the night,"
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In the description of the New Jerusalem in Revelation we read,
" Having the glory of God; and her light or (see margin) brightness
was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as
cry,stal; and had a wall great and high . . . and the wall of the city
had twelve foundations . . . the building of the wall of it was of
jasper . . . the foundations of the wall . . . garnished with all
manner of precious stones." What glory He put upon the wall and
the gates of pearl. And the most precious part is " the glory of God
did lighten it and the Lamb is the light thereof." "The Lamb which is
in the midst of the throne." "The throne of God and of the Lamb.
Joined in glory His Name shall be in their foreheads. Just think of
it. They shall see His face. What a sight that will be. What a
glad, satisfied, glorious sight. And" He shall see of the travail of His
soul, and shall be satisfied."
Before I close this paper I want to testify to the strong and tender
sympathy of our loving Lord with His fearing, anxious ones who are
nevertheless looking and leaning upon Him. I was lying awake in
the early hours of morning. Troubled thoughts assailed me, anxieties
about absent dear ones, the future seemed darkened, the present all
cloud. I O1.lght to have been considering how great things He hath
done and how He is just the same yesterday, and to-day, and for
ever. I ought to have remembered the impossible with man is the
possible with God. I ought to have rested in the knowledge that
" His love is as great as His power, and neither knows measure nor
end." But I was questioning, How ~ how ~ how ~ Yet He bore it
tenderly, patiently; and suddenly in that early hour a radio telegram
was handed to me. Opening it, the message, " All well, love." It
seemed to come from the Father of love, direct from Himself, as no
doubt it did, and it seemed to be Spirit-given as to time and words,
at His time and for His purpose, just the words and the assurance He
Himself would say to His child of little faith. I almost cried in the joy
of it all, " 0 thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ~" In
more ways than one He knows how to change the spirit of heaviness
into praise and give songs for sighs. He knows just how and when
and where and by whom to change all. It was all so timely, so gracious,
and I verily found and constantly proved the truth of His very precious
assurances. Praise Him, trust Him.
" The Lord thinketh upon me." He sweetly and tenderly replies,
" Thy wa.lls are continually before Me." This is His message to each
of His dear redeemed ones in Christ Jesus.
NETTIE.
" AFFLICTIONS and trials are not to be fled from or avoided, but overcome."-D1·. Charles Hodge.
" I FIND you walk much; and I hope you can wear your shoes out
praying, as well as walking. Praying walks are healthful walks
indeed: they fetch down corruption as well as carcase."-John
Berridge.
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"HERE HE IS! I HAVEN'T LOST HIM!"
OR, THE LAST WORDS OF A WORKHOUSE SAINT.

By THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT,
BRISTOL; AND EDITOR OF "THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
A MESSAGE was one day left at my house to the effect that a dying
man at the parish workhouse wished to see me. Only a few months
before I had attended the death-bed of his son, who resided in my
London parish (St. David's, Islington), and the Lord had been pleased
to make me His messenger of peace to the soul of the dear young man.
John Curry, the subject of this memoir, was present when I took a
Christian farewell of Ilis rejoicing son, though extreme deafness hindered
his hearing the gracious testimony that was borne by the dying one to
the preciousness of the God-Man Saviour.
The death of this son, to whom he was deeply attached, added to a
pulmonary attack, rapidly broke down Curry's health, and in four short
months he was taken to the sick ward of the Islington workhouse to
end his days. On my entering the ward I observed he was sinking
fast.
He had always been a steady man, but attended no place of worship
since his marriage-about thirty years. Had he, however, frequented
the assembly of the saints, his deafness would have shut out the glad
tidings of the Gospel. But the sovereign Spirit of Grace is not
dependent on the instrumentality of the prea£hed Word, although it
is His usual means of quickening the dead. In this case He set aside
His ordinary mode to magnify the all-sufficiency of the Divine power
and wisdom. The bereaved father was led to the Word written-and
there the Spirit of life and truth revealed the person and finished work
of Christ. The" Voice of the Lord" (Ps. xxix.) full of majesty, pierced
home to the sinner's soul, and laid bare the thoughts and intents of
the heart. Convicted of guilt, the far-off one was brought nigh by the
blood of Christ. "Unction from the Holy One" was efficient, and the
broken heart was healed.
0 human pastor had been employed to
feed this sheep of the" flock of slaughter." The Divine Interpreter
had manifestly taken his case in hand-and " Who teacheth like Him ? "
Tbe Good Shepherd both knows His sheep, and how to find them. His
eye of pity is ever upon His flock. The constraining free love which,
filling His heart, led Him to lay down His life for the Church, knows
no weariness in going after eaeh one of His flock until He find him
(Luke xv. 4).
For fifty-eight long years had Jesus followed this poor wanderer.
What, then, must have been His joy when, at the" set time," He laid
him on the shoulders of His strength and bore him within the fold of
salvation? . A measure of this joy was reflected by the face of the
expiring pauper-saint when I took my place at his humble bedside.
He was lying with his eyes gazing upward, one hand outstretched, and
his lips moving as if in prayer. At first he failed to recognize me; but
21
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presently grasping my hand, with a heavenly smile he looked up, and
in broken accents exclaimed--" Oh! I am so glad you have come.
I have so wished to see you. Oh, sir! I do love Him so, I do! He
has paid all my debts-He has not left me a farthing to pay. And
Jesus loves me. He will take me to His Father's feet, and will say'FATHER, HERE HE IS! I HAVEN'T LOST HIM!' Oh, sir, He is all my
hope-all my hope! "
Could I do otherwise than weep tears of joy at the utterance of such
blessed testimony? What a demonstration of the freeness of God's
grace, the sovereignty of the Spirit, and the pastoral faithfulness of
Jesus! What a blessed hope! What assured faith! What secU1·ity
in the Saviour's arms! But, chiefly, what a realization of the precious
truth that Christ is responsible to the Father for the salvation of those He
has given Him! "Here he is! I haven't lost him!" Sweet paraphrase of the Shepherd's own words-" I have found my sheep which
was lost," and" Those that Thou gavest Me I have kept, and none of
them is lost."
Rarely, indeed, are professing Christians of our day thus grounded
in the fundamental truth of Christ's Covenant responsibility; for, alas!
few pulpits in our land now proclaim the essential verity of the suretyship of Jesus, whilst too many perplex God's little ones with unscriptural theories about the responsibility of man. Would that they,
whose religious privileges are vastly greater than were those of this
poor saint, might close their pilgrimage with like blessed testimonythat they might so learn Christ as he learned Him! For he had received
the atonement in such sort as to see that Jesus, the Surety of the better
Testament, had fulfilled His Covenant responsibility by meeting the
demands of infinite justice in his stead, making "an end of sins," and
bringing in an " everlasting righteousness." A holy God was satisfied,
and so, by grace, was the poor sinner. And why not? Reader, why
not? It is God that justifieth; who, then, is he that condemneth ~
WHO?
In course of some further conversation I asked him to pray for me
and the solemn work of the ministry, when he replied-" I will, as long
as I have any strength-to the end. But I have prayed for you ever
since you called upon my poor dear son. Yes, I prayed for you before
I prayed for myself, though (very slowly) I don't know if it was worth
anything. God knows. I sometimes fear-I fear lest my prayers are
only lip prayers. Oh, that He would give me the power of SPIRITPRAYER! "
He then inquired if I thought he might partake of the Lord's Supper.
In order to test his appreciation of the sacred love-feast, I asked if he
was placing any reliance for salvation on an observance of it; to which
he blessedly replied-" No, I don't trust in it all; but He said, ' Do
this in remembrance of Me,' and I do love Him. Oh, what a sacrifice
God made for me by giving His Son!" Who could doubt the will of
our adorable Master under such circumstances ~ The Chaplain and
a poor old man whose lot was also one of sickness joined us in keeping
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the feast. To us the workhouse ward was the banqueting-house of
our Well-beloved. There, propped up on his humble pallet, lay the
pauper-saint, the peace of God resting upon every feature of his wasted
face. His ears were stopped from hearing the consoling language of
our beautiful service. But his whole soul was engaged in adoration.
Lifting up his eyes to heaven he stretched forth his hand and touchingly
prayed aloud-" 0 my God, though I can't hear, do Thou hear what
they ask, and grant an answer!" When receiving the bread and
wine in remembrance of Jesus, his face lighted up with extraordinary
joy. Presently, catching a word of the Lord's Prayer, he joined his
wavering voice in its petitions, and with much energy and singular
devotion, reiterated the words-" for ever, and ever, AND EVER, AND
EVER! "

At the close of the service he said-" Oh, how good He is-how good
He is !" A most blessed season it was to my own soul. The Master
of assemblies Himself presided. Poor dear son of sorrow! his first
taste of the New Testament cup was in the parish workhouse-his next
draught was the joy itself in the kingdom of his Lord. Sweet time of
spiritual refreshing! It was as heaven opened-the curtain withdrawn-the glory revealed-the King in His beauty-the throne-the
throng-the song-the victory I
He then spoke to his wife with intense earnestness, exhorting her
as to her soul, and also that of their child. To me he then said-" Oh,
sir, you. were the instrument of saving my son!" "Yes," I replied,
"I was only the messenger of Christ." "But what an honour," he
rejoined, "to be His messenger!" "Yes, it is the highest privilege
on this side of glory," was my reply. Before bidding him farewell I
took his wasted hand, and then stroked his poor head, fervently asking
the Lord that my last end might be like his. Then I again shouted in
his ear-" We shall stand together at the right hand of Jesus when
He shall come to be glorified in His saints. We shall then lay our
crowns at His feet, and give Him ALL the praise for having saved such
vile, lost sinners as we are. Farewell!" He pressed my hand and
i=ediately began to pray, though inaudibly. Before leaving the
ward I turned to take a last lingering look at the King's son-stretched
on poverty's own bed-wondering at the mysterious orderings of the
Everlasting Covenant, when he lifted up his eyes once more, and,
raising his hand, whispered aloud-" Oh, my God, now let me depart
in peace! "
His prayer was shortly afterwards granted, and the blessed hope of
Christ's saved sheep had its glorious fulfilment-" He'll take me to His
Father's feet, and will say-' Father, here he is! I HAVEN'T LOST
HIM!'"

Reader, is this your hope ~ There is only one door of entrance into
glory-t.hat by which the workhouse sinner entered. Free grace is the
only passport to the bosom of God. "The Good Shepherd giveth
His life for the sheep." That, realized in the soul by God-given, Spiritwrought faith, is SALVATION. Believest thou this ~
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THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN.
I THINK that some of us look for more sense of joy and abundance
than necessarily goes (or comes rather) with the being adopted into
the family of God. The Lord asks, "How shall I put thee amongst
the children ~" and the answer is "Thou shalt call Me my Father
and shall not turn away from Me." That means that calling God by
the name Father is the first cry of a new-born soul, although unrecognized by itself. Because of sonship, the apostle says is the response
"Abba." The first thing that the prodigal resolved on was to go
home. He was quite uncertain of the reception he would meet, or
what his after life would mean to him: he was willing for anything
or for nothing, but he must go to his father and unbosom himself.
There was no joy in the determination-there was a turning away once
and for ever from the things that had wasted his soul; and deep
down and strong was a hope, more than a hope perhaps, that he would
be welcomed. We know what his welcome was. The joy of the father
was such as we read of in the sixty-fifth of Isaiah, first verse-a sort of
seeing of the travail of the soul and being satisfied with this reality:
" I am sought of them that asked not for Me, I am found (yet a great
way off) of them that sought Me not." I was reading the other day
from the fifteenth verse of the sixty-third chapter through the sixtyfourth, and liked to end with the Lord's triumph in His own work.
The Church, or the soul-the living one-had been lamenting itself :
sin, distance, helplessness, unrighteousness, and the absence of God
meant affiiction and grief. But, mingled with confession, mourning,
and supplication, came over and over again an unquestioning plea
of the dearest relationship. "Doubtless Thou art our Father"; "We
are Thine, the work of Thine ha-nds, wilt Thou hold Thy peace ~ "
Some children of God think that if they had the confidence that is
breathed in the confessions and pleas of the prophet, they would want
no more, be their circumstances what they might. As one of our
poets says, "When I can say my God is mine," etc., then nothing
remains seen or unseen that is to be desired. Yes, so it indeed is if
the light of God shines on His love. But if He hide His face, none
can behold Him. I met a dear friend one morning, and we stood
for a few minutes and talked together, like the two of old. She said
that her calendar text for the day was, " As iron sharpeneth iron, so
does the countenance of a man his friend." We agreed that we never
had any joy, or to be accurate, very seldom. One fears to deny the
blessed Comforter by belittling the gentlest of His breathings, the
tenderest of His sustainings, the quietest intimation of His company
and uplifting. We made other lamentations, and after comparing
poverties in general, we parted, happier for having met. I thought,
" I believe that all this sense of poverty, is part of the adoption of
dear children. What are all our aspirations for God, what are they
but a witnessing of our spirits with His that we are His and He ours,
and with nothing between in a spiritual way except the Lord Jesus
-One with Him and He one with us-our Mediator."
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Blest instruction, ble;t correction that brings us to know more of
Him. Let us submit to all that He 8ends and wait patiently for God,
lea.rning the mystery and the mercy of such a prayer as " I am Thine,
save me." What shall we answer Him when He says, "Enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord" ?
FOLLOWER-ON.
UNFAILING MERCIES.
" I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you."-JOHN xiv. 18.
THESE tender words are part of our Saviour's farewell address to His
disciples, immediately after the Holy Supper.
1. We see in them His kindness.
These disciples had shown many defects . . . but loving His own
who were in the world, He loved them to the end. . . . They were
going to leave Him comfortless, as far as it depended upon them .
. . . But ..." I will not leave you comfortless," says He. I will-not
to punish or upbraid, but to relieve and encourage-" I will come to
you."
2. Here we see also His greatness.
When we are going away from our connections to some distant place,
we may speak of our return; but it must be conditionally. We are not
sure of the event; it does not depend upon us and we ought always to
say, " If the Lord will, we shall live and do this or that." . . . But
Divinity here speaks, as well as friendship. "I will not leave you
comfortless. I will come to you." This is the language, not only of
foreknowledge but of sbvereign dominion: the language of One Who
had the keys of hell and of death.
3. And can we help perceiving here how indispensable He is to the
happiness of His people?
The disciples were comfortless in the view of His absence. . . . What
must their feelings have been at the thought of losing Him? And
what could comfort them but the promise of Himself again? Had
He said, I will not leave you comfortless, I will send you riches and
honours: princes shall be your friends, and angels your servantswhat would all this have been without the assurance, " I will come
to you "? But this is sufficient. Here is a resource equal to the
emergency-a consolation adequate to all the distress.
The good in creatures is always finite and very limited; but the
blessedness we derive from the Saviour is single and complete. He
is answerable to every condition. He is a Physician to heal; a
Counsellor to plead; a King to govern; a Friend to sympathize; a
Father to provide. He is a Foundation to sustain; a Root to enliven;
a Fountain to refresh. He is the Shadow from the heat; the Bread
of life; the Morning Star; the Sun of Righteousness-all and in all.
No creature can be a substitute for Him, but He can supply the place
of every creature. He is all my salvation and all my desire. My hope,
my peace, my life, my glory and my joy.-(From " Morning Exercises,"
by the late Rev. Wm. Jay, of Bath.)
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DANGER OF ATTEMPTI G TO REMOVE THE OFFENCE OF
THE CROSS.
(From J. A. Haldane's " Doct1·ine of the Atonement.")
THE satisfaction made by the Son of God for His people is the grand
peculiarity, the sum and substance of the Gospel. Here we behold
mercy and truth meeting together, righteousness and peace embracing
each other. We see" the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious,
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth; keeping mercy for
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, and that will by
no means clear the guilty." But" the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God"; and therefore this doctrine has in all ages
been gainsaid and perverted. To the Jew, elated with the notion of
Messiah adorned with worldly pomp, and wielding an earthly sceptre,
the idea of Christ crucified was a stumbling-block. To the philosopher
of Greece, a doctrine so humiliating appeared like the ravings of
insanity; and in every succeeding age, the truth, which in the days of
the apostles provoked the scorn of the Jew and the contempt of the
Greek, has awakened kindred emotions in every unregenerate heart.
Those to whom " it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom
of heaven," should look with pity on the opposition of the ungodly. It
is a small matter to be reputed fools by those who despise the wisdom
of God. In that day, when the heavens and the earth shall flee away
from the face of the Judge of the quick and the dead, the Atonement
will not only prove the rock of the salvation of believers, but will also
appear in the eyes of an a embled univer e to haye been the power
and the wisdom of God. There will then be nothing to blind men's
judgment; the allurements of sin will haye lost their power; the
approbation of our fellow-creatures will have ceased to be an object of
the slightest importance. All will be fully occupied with their own
concerns; each individual of an assembled world will find himself
alone with God. The thoughts of Satan himself will be concentrated
upon the hopeless misery in which all his wiles have issued; and
neither he nor any of the countless multitude whom he has deluded,
will have the melancholy satisfaction of thinking that they have been
hardly dealt with.
It might have been expected that the disciples of Christ would have
been sufficiently guarded against the delusions of science, falsely so
called; yet it is a melancholy fact, that many of them, in every age,
have vainly endeavoured to remove the offence of the cross. They
seem almost ashamed of the simplicity of the Gospel, till they have
arrayed it in the tawdry garb of philosophy, and brought it into
accordance with the wisdom of this world. To remove the offence of
the cross, is an attempt as hopeless as to create a new world: we may
reject the Gospel altogether; but, without being utterly corrupted, it
cannot be blended with men's preconceived notions. The offence of
the cross is the fruit of that darkness in which man was involved,
when, refusing to be guided by the wisdom of God, he presumed to
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cast off his allegiance to his Maker; and nothing but the power which
caused the light to shine out of darkness can give us the light of the
knowledge of the glory of Ovd, as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ.
But while it is vain to endeavour, by carnal weapons, to effect what
the Holy Spirit alone can accomplish, it is possible to mutilate the
truth as it is in Jesus, so as to neutralize its power while striving to
render it more palatable. This is the great danger to which the truth
has in every age been exposed. To this the apostle referred, when he
so earnestly besought the Colossians to beware lest any man should
spoil them through philosophy and vain deceit, after the traditions of
men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. He entertained no apprehensions for the Gospel,-the word of the Lord endureth
for ever; but he feared that the Colossians might be removed from
that steadfastness in Christ,-from that simple reliance on His Atonement, which was essential to the full assurance of understanding, to the
acknowledgment of the mystery of Ovd, and of the Father, and of
Christ.
There is another temptation of a kindred description, by which
many have been seduced into error, while philosophizing on the Gospel.
It is an error akin to that of Uzzah, who put forth his hand to support
the ark of God when the oxen stumbled. It consists in a desire to
vindicate the character of God, and to account for the divine procedure
in the plan of redemption, in a manner satisfactory to our limited
reason.
It is very awful to observe how lightly some writers speak of those
mysteries into which angels desire to look. "The half learning of
modern times," says a celebrated writer, " has been the fruitful source
of many evils"; and, assuredly, it is not the least of these evils, that
so many seem disposed to acquire literary fame, by publishing something new on the doctrines of the Gospel. Such writers are naturally
led to attempt to discover a method by which they may soften down
what may be deemed the hard features of Christianity, by some theory
which shall exhibit the Gospel in a more popular garb, and by which
the divine character may be brought into closer accordance with men's
preconceived opinions.
This mode of procedure is, to say the least of it, very opposite to the
spirit and example of the Word of God. We are there taught that He
giveth no account of His matters,-that it is His glory" to conceal a
thing." We are told that before Him all the inhabitants of the earth
are reputed as nothing; that He doth according to His will in the army
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth; that none can stay
His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou ~
Those writers who, to please philosophers, or to advance their reputation, in a great measure discard the Bible, and discuss the character
and conduct of Jehovah on abstract principles ;-those who seem to
think it a fair subject of debate, whether God's dealings with His
creatures, as exhibited in the Scriptures, are becoming and right,-do
in effect, if not intentionally, presumptuously summon their Creator

314

The Gospel Magazine

to the bar of their puny judgment,-{lall upon the Almighty to give
an account of His matters,-and, in reality, although not in words, say
unto God, "What doest Thou ~ "
How different is the lesson taught us in Scripture! When the Lord
spoke to Job out of the whirlwind, He did not condescend to vindicate
the rectitude of His moral government, which Job had presumed to
impugn. He exhibited Himself as the Almighty, as the Creator and
Upholder of all things. And the apostle's reasoning is precisely
similar, when he inquires," ay but, 0 man, who art thou that repliest
against God ~ Shall the thing formed say to Him that formed it, Why
hast Thou made me thus ~" It would be well for writers such as those
to whom we ha,:e referred, to remember, that fallen man can only
escape the wrath to come by his high imaginations being cast down.
Instead of answering the question,-How can these things be ~ God
tells us, So they are. But men are prone to exercise themselves in
things too high for them; and in attempting to go beyond what is
written, and to overleap the bounds of revealed truth, they bewilder
themselves in the endless mazes of their own imaginations. We are
ever apt to forget that the things of the Spirit of God are foolishness to
the natural man. We endeavour to simplify them, that we may remove
the offence of the cros~; and the result of our presumption is,-a
perversion of the Gospel of Christ.

THE IMMUTABLE COVENANT.
" I AM the Lord, I change not." From this immutability of Jehovah
comes the immutabiWy of all He says. "Every word of God is pure,"
nothing failing in it, nothing of error in it, no sand of human frailty
and looseness in it. Every word that He has uttered must be made
good, cannot change. Hence, first, His Covenant is immutable, the
Covenant of grace, typed out in the Covenant with Israel. Within the
Covenant that God made with Abraham, you find is the Covenant of
grace. Thus when the Apostle Paul was instructed to explain that
Covenant to the Galatian Churches, he said, "He saith not, And to
seeds, a,s of many; but as of One, And to thy Seed, which is Christ."
That stands. "My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of My lips." The Covenant of grace embraces every
doctrine of the Gospel. Within its holy folds you will find the atonement; within its blessed scope you will find all manner of blessing as
expressed by Paul to the Ephesians: "Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ." It is all there; and the gift of the Spirit
is in the Covenant. He was given to Christ without measure, and
from Christ He comes down into the hearts of His people in that
measure that pleases Him; for He gives grace, that is, He gives the
Spirit to everyone of them" to profit withal." What a mercy this is
for the saints of God !-Mr. J. K. Popham.
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MANIFESTED.

By THE REV. H. R. H. HILL, INCUMBENT OF ST. LUKE'S, LEAMINGTON.
" And ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins,. and in
in Him is no sin."-I JOHN iii. 5.
PAUL in his letter to the Romans (chapter vi. 1) asks, "Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may abound?" Evidently there were
some who argued in words (and perhaps some in practice) " If Christ
has come, and His work and the grace of God are so abundant, we
need not be so careful about sbunning sin." To such carnal reasoners
the apostle made answer, " God forbid. How shall we, that are dead
to sin, live any longer therein? " (Rom. vi. 2). And in his Epistle
John desires to present Christ's coming and work, and the abundance
of His grace, as the one great reason why a believer should hate sin
and long to be holy-seek to be holy, for Christ, the only Sinless Holy
One, has come to take away our sin. In the passage we have chosen
we notice at least four things.
1. THE PERSON.-Tbis glorious One, described so simply by John
in the words, "in Him is no sin," is the only personage so described
in the whole realm of Scripture. Of none other would the words be
true while in the time-state here below, and so John is very careful to
say right at the beginning of his letter, " If we " (John the Apostle
included) "say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us " (1 John i. 8). And again, " If we say that we have not
sinned, we make Him (our precious Saviour) a liar" (1 John i. 10).
Alas! Alas! that there should be those who are so woefully selfdeceived, and who would make the Lord Jesus a liar! "Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord," and so did Moses, and Joshua, and
Samuel, and Elijah, and Peter, and Mary, and the" woman who was
a sinner," and Paul, and John, and thousands of thousands of saved
ones besides, but of none was it ever possible to say truthfully, "in
him is no sin." Of the Lord Jesus alone was that true.
2. HIS MANIFESTATION.-The invisible Word became the visible
Word. He was "shown forth," or manifested. "The Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth" (John
i. 14). It was a manifestation of the character of God, for though
" No man hath seen God at any time"; yet" the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom ofthe Father, He hath declared Him " (John i.I8).
This manifestation was nothing abstract, or merely ideal-it was
tangible and real. On one occasion "Philip saith unto Him, Lord,
show us the Father, and Jesus saith unto him, He that hath seen Me
hath seen the Father" (John xiv. 8-9). There could not be, and
cannot be, a clearer and fuller revelation given to man, and we therefore need to beware of those who would support" strange and erroneous
doctrines" by claiming a revelation subsequent to that of the Apostolic
age.
3. THE REASON FOR IT.-It was all on account of sin. "0 the
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depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! "
(Rom. xi. 33.) The reason for this manifestation is connected with
the Fall and the comequent corruption of the human race. It was
on account of evil and not good; unrighteousness and not righteousness; sin and not holiness. It was not loveliness being attracted
by that which ,vas loveable, but Love (" for God is love "-1 John
iv. 8) coming down to that which was utterly unlovely. "God commendeth His love towards us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us" (Rom. v. 8); "He was manifested to take away
our sins." It was not merely to display riches, or wisdom, or knowledge, or even God's love. He did all this, and very much more. But
the awful reason for it was that sin was abhorrent to God, and must
be atoned for, and put out of the way. Therefore, John the Baptist
cried, seeing Jesus as He walked, "Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world" (John i. 29). He came as the sinbearer. As such He lived on earth and died. As such He is infinitely
precious to His people, for He took our form that He might take away
our sin's guilt and power-" His own self bare our sins in His own
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sin, hould live unto righteousness " (1 Peter ii. 24). And one day, Hi people shall be freed from
sin's presence also, for" When He shall appear, we shall be like Him "
(1 John iii. 2).
4. THE KXOWLEDGE OF IT.-This point we peak of la t in order,
though in the text it is fir t. "Ye know," ay-s John in writing to
fellow believers, and it was in knowing these preciou truth that they
knew Him Who is "faithful and just to forgive us our sin . and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness .. (1 John i. 9) or, perhap we
ought to say it was in knowing Him they knew the Truth. Reader,
do you know in this sense 1 God's Word says, "By his knowledge
shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their
iniquities" (Isaiah liii. 11).

" GOD" IN GENESIS 1.
(From a COT1'espondent in Scotland.)
" GOD" occurs 32 times.
"And it was so "occurs 6 times.
,,10 times.
" God said"
" God created"
4 times.
7 times.
" God saw"
" God moved"
"
once.
" God divided"
once.
" God called"
3 times.
3 times.
" God made"
"God blessed"
twice.
"God set"
once.
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folks' lDage.

TWO ROADS.
SOME time ago, as I was walking along a country road, the driver of
a motor-car stopped hi.s car just beside me, and asked if he were on
the rigbt road for a place which be named-ten miles distant. I said,
" No! you will need to go back a little more than half a mile, and
then take the road to the right." He thanked me and soon disappeared.
He was able to get in the right way without much difficulty.
Sucb is not always tbe case. In March last three missionaries were
travelling in territory, which is British, but not yet administered.
There are no proper roads made yet, and the missionaries sometimes
marched for miles at a stretch through tbick jungle. Their object
was to find a suitable place to establish a medical mission, so as to
reach the natives in the villages around with the Gospel of God's grace.
They had many opportunities of preaching, and getting into touch
with natives. Once, bowever, by some mistake they lost their way,
and went three and a half miles in the wrong direction. They were
very thankful when at last they got on the rigbt road, and could travel
on without hesitation.
In both their cases, the right road was found, and it made all the
difference to be on the rigbt road. I remember years ago being impressed by seeing a young man studying intently a large road-map
spread out on a low wall beside the road. He bad got out of his car,
and was carefully looking which road he sbould take.
ow we are
all travelling on in the journey of life, and it is of tremendous importance, my dear young readers, tbat you sbould be on the right road.
The Lord Jesus Christ speaks to us of two roads-in St. Matthew
vii. 13, 14-the broad and the narrow. Tbe broad road is popular, for
many travel on that, but of tbe narrow road, the Lord says that it is
entered by a strait gate, and-solemn words-" few there be that find
it." Are you, by God's grace one of tbe few mentioned ~
You will remember in Pilgrim's Progress, how Bunyan is described
as fleeing from the city of Destruction, and being pointed to the wicket
gate. The burden of sin was keenly felt and all who enter tbe strait
gate, of which the Saviour speaks, have been t.augbt by the Holy
Spirit their lost condition, and have fled for refuge to the Lord Jesus
Christ, whose death on the Cross bas fully atoned for all the sins of all
wbo believe in Him. Coming to Jesus, and trusting in His finished
work, is the way to get on to the right road.
We learn from the Bible, which is our guide to heaven, much about
the right road and the wrong, the narrow and the broad. Though
sometimes pleasant, the broad road leads to destruction. What an
awful thought! In Proverbs iv. 19, we read" the way of the wicked
is as darkness." Thousands have found to their cost that though
accompanied by jovial companions on the broad road, "the way of
transgressors is bard."
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The narrow road is sometimes rough, and it is often lonely. A
schoolgirl was found by her mother crying, the reason being that not
one of her schoolmates thought as she did about things. She has
godly parents. The narrow road, however, is often delightful. The
Lord is the Saviour, the Friend and the King of all who tread it. "All
the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth to such as keep His Covenant"
(Ps. xxv. 10). "The path of the just is as the shining light" (Prov.
iv. 18).
Miss Havergal wrote beautifully in her poem on " The Two Paths" :
" And now, beloved Lord. Thou callest us
To follow Thee, and we will take Thy word
About the path which Thou hast marked for us.
Narrow indeed it is I Who does not choose
The narrow track upon the mountain side,
With ever-widening view, a.nd freshening air,
And honeyed heather. rather than the road,
With smoothest breadth of dust and loss of view,
Soiled blossoms not worth gathering, and the noise
Of wheels instead of silence of the hills,
Or music of the waterfalls! Oh, why
Should they misrepresent Thy words, and make
Narrow synonymous with 'Very hard?
For Thou, Divinest wisdom, Thou hast said,
.Thy ways are ways of pleasantness and all
Thy paths are peace."

E. A. H.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A faithful and diligent distributor writes: "Thank
you so much for your kind letter and splendid parcel of literature. I
d9 like what you send, there is something helpful, cheering and comforting in the parcels. The little cards from time to time have been a
great blessing to many. We have a wonderful Saviour' able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us.' I trust you and Mrs. Brider are keeping
well. Thank you, I have not been very well this year. The strain
of the work is great, the need is great, the indifference and worldliness
are heart-breaking. On every hand sounds' Surely I come quickly.'
May we be kept faithful and found doing His will till He come, and
then when we see Him face to face and hear His glad welcome, it will
not matter what we have suffered down here, when He gives us that
welcome. Please pray for us and the work." Another missionary
to Sailors writes: "Thank you so much for your parcel of literature.
The magazines are so useful and often convey the message when one
Yours sincerely,
is unable to talk."
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, June, 1930.
19tote~tant
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"THE PLAN OF THE RITUALISTIC CAMPAIGN."
(EXTRACT FROM Musical Service: Is it Right? pages 66-69.
By THE LATE REV. JAMES NEIL, M.A.)
THE following is a leading article from the Ohurch Times (the acknowledged organ of the Ritualists), March 30th, 1867.
" The address of Dr. Pusey to the members of the English Church
Union at their last monthly (March 21st, 1867) meeting is one of considerable significance, and fraught with most important lessons for the
present time. It is, simply, a formal declaration of War. War against
unbelief, against coldness, against timidity, against all which goes to
make up that form of religionism which dignitaries call safe a.nd the
Times calls English. War then it shall be. But, that point once
settled, the question is, What shall be the tactics by which the campaign
shall be conducted? Twenty, or even ten years ago, the inquiry would
have been very different. Then, it would have been, Who will be the
leader, who will go out against the Goliath of Protestantism and be
champion for cowering Israel? Now, the former demoralization,
engendered by centuries of apathy and ignorance is vanishing, and
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there is no lack of warriors, but discipline and strategy have been but
impelfectly mastered, and there is a consequent waste of effort in many
cases, if not an actual check.
" The advice of Dr. Pusey is this: Let no further advances be made
for the present, but all attention be concentrated in fortifying the position al1'eady attained, and in completing the military education of the
Church's army. This is the method by which Russia has pushed her
way so steadily and permanently into the far East. A fort is erected
in the enemy's country, with clear lines of communication back to the
basis of supply. A village of soldier-colonists gathers round the fort,
and civilians follow where a market springs up. When the post has
been Russianized it becomes, in its turn, the base line of operation,
and another fort is thrown out some score of miles in advance, and the
process is repeated, until, as we have seen, Khokan, Bokhara, and the
neighbouring territories are in a fair way to be as Slavonic as Kazen
and Perm. But two rules are inexorably maintained. No fort is
erected at a dangerous distance from the base line, and no noncombatants are allowed to be the pioneers of colonization. Exactly
identical with this should be our policy.
"Ohurches like St. Alban' . HolOOnz. and t. Lawrence·c. Soru:ich.
books like the Altar Manual the Priest's Prayer BOO/i. and the Church
and the World, fairly repre ent the mo t oownced po t yet reached by the
Catholic Revival in England. THEy.mE ,'OT THE ULTlliATE GO~L.

THE

FU-AL AIM, WHICH ALo~r: WILL ~AT ~FY THE RITCALl T', l' THE
RE-UXIOX OF CHRl TE.illOM ~XD THE ABSORPTlO,' OF D ~EXT WlTHl.·

THE CHURCH. Kothincr hort of that will be enough. but the ma~itude
of such an operation is 0 gigantic that nothing le~ than he applica ion
of enormous power can effect it. The gun of one fort, howeyer great
in calibre and however skilfully worked, will not upply he place of a
whole siege-train, the hardy veterans of a forlorn hope are not enough
to charge the whole army of Protestantism in position. To do so is
magnificent, but it is not war. And as we do not want merely badges
of valour, but the full conquest of a vast territory, it is clear we must
employ all the skill which genius or experience can give, till we have
made a nation of soldiers of those timid bondsmen who, under long
Philistine domination, have had neither sword nor shield for their
defence, and have had to seek the grudging leave of their tyrants for
even so much use of iron as would enable them to prepare the soil for
a scanty and precarious harvest.
" This, then, is the thing to do. Let the advanced posts remain as
they are. Let each of those which is a little behind, and only a little
gradually ta.fe up the same position, and let this process be carried
(only without haste or wavering) down to the last in the chain. A story
is told of a dishonest baker who kept himself and his family in meat at a
nominal cost by purchasing the very smallest leg of mutton to be had,
and exchanging this for the next in size sent him by his customers, and
repeating the process until he had succeeded in obtaining nearly twenty
pounds of meat for his original six or seven, without anyone customer
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being able to detect the fraud in his own case. The cheating baker may
point a parable as the Unjust Steward has done. Where there is only the
ordinary parish routine, but where the preaching is honest and sound
let a gradual change be brought in. A choral service, so far as Psalms and
Canticles are concerned, on some week-day evening, will train people
to like a more ornate worship, and that which began as an occasional
luxury, will soon be felt a regular want. Where there is monthly
communion, let it be fortnightly; where it is fortnightly, let it be
weekly; where it is weekly, let a Thursday office be added. Where all
this is already existing, candlesticks with unlighted candles may be
introduced. Where these are already found, they might be lighted at
Evensong. Where so much is attained, the step to lighting them for the
Eucharistic Office is not a long one. Where the black gown is in use in
the pulpit on Sundays, let it disappear in the week. The surplice will
soon be preferred, and will oust its rival. It is easy for each reader to see
how some advance, all in the same direction, can be made, and that without any offence taken. Only two things should be most carefully
observed as a rule. First of all, nothing should be introduced without
a plain and a frank statement to the people. Secondly, the innovations
ought to be confined at first, to extra services, put onfor this very purpose."
How awful is the urging upon the clergy to learn a lesson from, and
to follow the example of, "a cheating baker," in order, with equal
fraud, to steal from the people of God their spiritual privileges and
their" liberty in Christ Jesus."
How solemit and strange it is to rea;lize that this plan, which, avowedly
aims at submission to Rome, has of late in all its early stages, been
eagerly carried out to the letter by the Evangelical clergy and laity,
with but very few exceptions.
It seems as incredible as it is sad that the great bulk of the Evangelical party, whose principles were and are diametrically opposed to
such practices, should have in every way helped on this insidious
scheme, most cunningly designed by declared Romanists to destroy
the work of the Reformation. No wonder, in view of this foolish and
unfaithful conduct on the part of profes ed Evangelicals, that Ritualism
has advanced with such fatal success.
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIE m SOCIETY.
THE meetings in connection with the Linety-fifth anniversary of the
Camberwell Home on June 6th were well attended.
In the afternoon the Rev. F. H. Wright, of Rochdale, delivered
a discourse from the words, "Hope deferred maketh the heart sick,
but when the desire cometh it is a tree of life."
The evening meeting was presided over by W. J. E. Chambers,
Esq. The Secretary gave some particulars concerning the Home, in
the course of which he mentioned that of the 41 inmates in the Home
12 were over 80 and 1 was over 90. The Chairman spoke of the
favour manifested by the Lord to the Society in supplying all needs;
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and expressed the Committee's desire for the well-being of the aged
saints living in ·the Home. Addresses were given by the Revs. F. H.
Wright and W. A. Dale which were appreciated. In moving a vote
of thanks, Mr. Dennis referred to the absence of the Rev. H. Atherton
(through illness) who for many years has t.aken part in these anniveI'Eary
gatherings.
The Committee are hoping to meet many friends at Hornsey Ri e
Home, on Friday, July 4th, when the Sale of Work will be held in the
afternoon, and in the evening a service will be conducted in the Chapel,
Mr. Leigh Hunt being the preacher.
There will be a service at Gurney Road Chapel in the evening at
7.30 on the 9th, and at Tadworth on the 24th, in the interest of the
Society.

iKebiettls anb jl,otices of 15ooks.
ELEMENTARY OUTLINES OF SECOND ADVENT TRUTH. Price id. (G. H.
Fromow, 10, Whitehall Gardens, Chiswick, London, W.4.;
These " Outlines" are the report of the Tenth Annual Conference
on Second Advent Truth, held at Highgate Road Cha.pel London, in
March last. The Conference "a arranged by " The vereign Grace
Advent Testimony." The subjects dealt with "ere 'The econd
Coming of Christ as the Hope of the Go pel, , " cripture Terms
Descriptive of the Lord s Return,' "Types of Deliverance for the
Saints," " Christian Attitude in View of Christ s Comin ..' " Christendom, Israel, and the World at the Time of Chri t Return . The
Glorious Appearing and Millennial Reign," and" The Presen Purpo e
and Value of Prophetic Truth."
We are aware that the prophecies relating to our Lord's return are
interpreted differently by students of the Word, but we feel tha.t our
readers would do well to read and study the addresses given in this
full report of a Conference held on three successive days.
We have received CHURCH AND STATE, a Reply to the Archbishop of
York's Contradictions. By the Rev. E. G. Bowring M.A., Rector
of Peldon, Essex. It can be had from the Church Association,
13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2, at 6d.
per dozen.
It is an able criticism of Archbishop Temple's speech in the Church
Assembly in February last.
----PLENTEOUS REDEMPTION. By J. C. Philpot, M.A. Pp. 16. Price
probably 2d. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This is an excellent sermon preached by Mr. Philpot on July 25th,
1847. It is searching, exhaustive, full of Scripture, and well worth
reading and pondering.

