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" Ask, and ~t shall be given you,. seek, and ye shall find,. knock, and
it shall be opened unto yoU."-MATTHEW vii. 7.
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THESE directions of our LORD JESUS CHRIST form a part of His
sermon on the mount. In reading that sermon it is most important
to notice that it was addressed primarily and chiefly to His disciples,
though in the hearing of the multitude. "When He was set, His
disciples came unto Him: and He opened His mouth, and taught
them" (Matt. v. 1, 2). He could therefore say of them, what He
could not say of the multitude in general, "Ye are the salt of the
earth," "Ye are the light of the world." He could also instruct
them to pray to GOD as their FATHER. They could say, "Our
FATHER Which art in heaven" .(-see Matt. v. 13, 14; vi. 9). He
could assure them that their heavenly FATHER knew all their needs,
and that He valued them more than the fowls of the air and the
lilies of the field (see Matt. vi. 26, 30, 32). The directions which
our LORD gives, therefore, on the subject of asking, seeking, and
knocking are given to His Own people. Those who are GOD'S
children by adoption, by spiritual birth, and by faith in CHRIST
JESUS, these are the people who are here directed to approach their
FATHER in Heaven, by asking, seeking, and knocking. Here,
then, we have directions to the members of GoD'S family-directions suitable for a Family Portion.
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1. First, let us notice that asking, seeking, or knocking is an
exercise which should characterize all the children 0/ GOD.
Our LORD Himself bids His people to engage in this exercise.
Prayer is a sign of spiritual life. A dead person is a prayerless
person. He cannot ask, seek, or knock. As all the members of
the LORD'S family are in themselves "poor and needy," they
cannot help looking to GOD in prayer. When Saul of Tarsus
was really regenerated by the HOLY GHOST it could be said of him,
"Behold, he prayeth." Prayer implies that we are conscious of
need. It indicates that we are dependent on GOD for all spiritual
and temporal mercies. The Old Testament saints gave themselves
to prayer. The Psalms show that Dayid was a man of constant
prayer. He said, "Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I
pray, and cry aloud; and He shall hear my voice" (Ps. Iv. 17).
Elijah and Elisha were both men of prayer. Hezekiah prayed
when he spread the letter of the King of Assyria before the LORD.
Daniel "prayed and gave thanks before his GOl) " three times a
day. "Jonah prayed unto the LORD his GOD out of the fish's
belly." Ezra and Nehemiah were men of prayer. The apostles
gave themselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the
Word, and all believers are bidden to "pray without ceasing." It
may truly be said that a prayerless man is a spiritually lifeless man.
Sad to say, however, GOD'S people may be guilty of much sin
in regard to prayer. They may pray sometimes with their lips,
and not with their hearts. They may pray in a hurry, and not give
themselves time to draw near calmly, unhurriedly, and reverently
to GOD. They may fail to pr~y " in the SPIRIT," under the influence of the HOLY GHOST. Their prayers may be dead, cold, lifeless,
unreal, or they may to a large extent neglect prayer, and neglect
meditation on the 'Word of GOD. We need to watch and pray
lest we enter into temptation. We need to beware lest we neglect
those spiritual exercises which are so essential for our spiritual
well-being. The godly man who ceases to be regular in daily
meditation and study of the Bible, and who gets cold, careless
and inconstant in prayer, is sure to get worldly and careless in his
walk and conversation, and is heading for a fall. When the
apostle says, "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall," he no doubt includes in this injtillction the need of

:..

The Gospel Magazine

279

constant watchfulness and prayer. The LORD alone can enable us
to walk so as to please Him. Hence we need to pray, "Cause me
to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto
Thee" (Ps. cxliii. 8). Only the Divine Keeper can keep us safe.
Hence we need to pray, "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe:
and I will have respect unto Thy statutes continually" (Ps.
cxix. 117).
Hardly anything gives more sorrow and pain to a pastor and to
the real members of a Church than to hear of some member getting
loose and careless and inconsistent in his walk. Such inconsistency
can generally be traced to coldness in prayer, neglect of the Bible,
and a failure fully to use the privileges of the LORD'S day. "Continuing instant in prayer" is an injunction to which all GOD'S
children need to give earnest heed.
" Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings GOD designs to give:
Long as they live should Christians pray,
For only while they pray they live."
(Hart.)
2. Secondly, asking, seeking, or knocking should be in CHRIST'S
name.
It is only through CHRIST and by His SPIRIT that we have access
to the FATHER. No man cometh unto the FATHER but by CHRIST.
We enter the holiest, and draw near to the throne only through His
blood. Pleading His blood and righteousness, we may come
boldly to the throne of grace, to obtain mercy, and to find grace
to help in time of need. Our J:.ORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST
will Himself secure the blessings which we need, and which are
good for us. "'Whatsoever ye shall ask the FATHER in My name,
that will I do, that the FATHER may be glorified in the SON. If ye
shall ask anything in My name, I will do it." "Ask," the LORD
JESUS says to His people, " and ye shall receive, that your joy may
be full" (John xiv. 13, 14; xvi. 24). What a privilege it is that
we may ask! We are at full liberty to draw near to our great GOD
and FATHER at any hour of the day or night. He is never too busy
or too occupied to receive us. His eyes are upon us, and His ears
are open to our prayers. "The eyes of the LORD are upon the
righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry."
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" My soul, ask what thou wilt,
Thou canst not be too bold;
Since His own blood for thee He spilt,
What else can He withhold?
" Beyond thy utmost wants
His love and power can bless;
To praying souls He always grants
More than they can express."
(John Newton.)

3. Thirdly, it is evident that asking, seeking, or knocking is an
exercise which should be resorted to both privately and publicly.
To the individual believer the LORD says, "Thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door,
pray to thy FATHER which is in secret; and thy FATHER which
seeth in secret shall reward thee openly" (Matt. vi. 6). Secret
communion with GOD is here enjoined.
If it be asked how often in the day should we engage in private
prayer, we have the answer in the purpose for which our LORD
spake the parable of the Importunate Widow. It was to this end
He spake it, "that men ought always to pray, and not to faint."
They ought to persevere in prayer, and go on praying until the
LORD grants their requests. Then the apostle says, "Praying
always with all prayer and supplication in the SPIRIT," and" Pray
without cea,sing." The believer needs to be constantly asking,
seebng, or knocking. All through the day and in the wakeful
hours of the night he needs to pray. There are no doubt special
times when prayer is appropriate. When we rise in the morning
how appropriate to thank GOl? for the mercies of the night, and to
seek His grace and guidance and help for the things of the day.
When we retire at night how appropriate to praise Him for manifold
mercies experienced during the day, to seek pardon for many
failures, and to commit ourselves and our dear ones to His care
for the night. Hut the believer is instructed to acknowledge GOD
in all His ways, and "in everything by prayer and mpplication
. with thanksgiving" to let his requests be made known unto GOD
(Phil. iv. 6). He needs to pray for guidance and help in all his
undertakings. Home duties and business duties alike call for
constant prayer.
Public and united prayer are also called for. The LORD graciously
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promises His presence where two or three are gathered together
in His name, and He says, "If two of you shall agree on earth as
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of
My FATHER which is in heaven" (Matt xviii. 19,20). When Peter
was in prison, "Prayer was made without ceasing of the Church
unto GOD for him." "Many were gathered together" for this purpose in the house of Mary the mother of John. (Acts xii. 5, 12.)
A united prayer meeting was held when Peter and John were forbidden to speak or teach in the name of JESUS (Acts iv. 23-31).
United prayer is mentioned in Acts i. 14,24; vi. 6; xiv. 23; xvi.
25; xx. 36; xxi. 5; 1 Corinthians xiv. 16. Wben the saints of
GOD assemble together they need to ask, seek, and knock. They
need to give themselves to prayer.
4. Fourthly, asking, seeking, or knocking is an exercise which
should be simple, definite, and holy.
It should be simple. There is no need of much speaking, vain
repetitions, or great volubility. It should be definite. The LORD'S
Prayer with its definite petitions is a model which we do well to
imitate (see Matt. vi. 7-15). It should be holy. The apostle says,
" Pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, withottt wrath and doubting" (1 Tim. ii. 8). In other word,>, the hands which are stretched
forth to heaven when prayer is offered should be hands not defiled
with blood, hands not clinging to sin. The hearts that approach
GOD in prayer should not harbour wrathful feelings against others.
The man who seeks for forgiveness must not harbour unforgiving
feelings against the brethren. The LORD said to Israel, "When
ye spread forth your hands, I will hide Mine eyes from you: yea,
when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full
of blood" (Isa. i. 15). In other words they were clinging to their
sins, and while they were walking in evil ways the LORD refused
to listen to them. The psalmist says, "If I regard iniquity in my
heart, the LORD will not hear me" (Ps. lxvi. 18). Solomon says,
"He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his
prayer shall be abomination" (Prov. xxviii. 9).
If we cherish sin in our hearts the LORD will withhold answers to
our prayers until He has caused us to humble ourselves before
Him. Hence Divine blessings in response to prayer are withheld
from His people who are walking in disobedience. On the other
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hand, "Whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep
His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His
sight" (1 John iii. 22).
5. Fifthly, asking, seeking, or knochng is a wholehearted and persevering exercise.

When blind Bartimeus heard that JESUS of Nazareth was passing
by he began to cry out for mercy, and he did not stop until the
LORD granted him his request. When the woman of Canaan asked
for mercy of the LORD she persevered until the LORD said, "0
woman, great is thy faith: be it ~to thee even as thou wilt"
(Matt. xv. 28).
If we really want Divine favours, hether spiritual or temporal,
we shall pray with our hearts as well as with our lips. We shall
pray in the HOLY GHOST. Moreover, if we really seek Divine
blessings we shall go on seeking until we find. If we are wholeheartedly desirous of fresh manifestations of GOD'S goodness we
shall go on knocking until the door of Divine mercy opens. The
widow in the parable continued to come until at last the unjust
judge said, "Because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her,
lest by her continual coming she weary me." Perseverance in
prayer is implied in the precious assurance, " Shall not GOD avenge
His Own elect, which cry day and night unto Him·~ I tell you
that He will avenge them speedily" (Luke xviii. 5-8). "'lIen
Peter came to the door of the gate of Mary's house he not only
knocked, but he "continued knocking" (Acts xii. 13, 16). We
ask with the tongue, we seek with the eye, and we knock with the
hand, but behind all are the ~eart and mind intent on obtaining
the good things desired. We need to pray to the LORD with our
souls, and all that is within us should call on His holy name.
6. Sixthly, asking, seeking, or knocking should be a beliet>ing
exercu;e.

The LORD says, " All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
beliemng, ye shall receive." Again we read, "He that cometh to
GOD must believe that He is, and that He is a· Rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him" (Matt. xxi. 22; Heb. xi. 6). There is need for

faith in His unlimited power to supply all our needs, and faith
in His faithfulness to fulfil all His Covenant promises to His elect
people.
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" If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of GOD.
But let
him ask in faith, nothing wavering" (James i. 5, 6).
7. Lastly, asking, seeking, or knocking is an exercise which
should be wholly submissive to God's will.
We do not always know what is good for us. We are always in
danger of asking amiss. It is a mercy, if, when we ask, we receive
not, because we ask amiss (see James iv. 2, 3). All prayer should
be in full, complete and unreserved submission to GOD'S holy will,
and only when our petitions harmonize with His will may we expect
them to be granted. " This is the confidence that he have in Him,
that, if we ask anytMng according to Hu will, He heareth us"
(1 John v. 14). The apparently unlimited promises of answers
to our petitions are all limited by this inspired declaration.
In conclusion, dear readers, what encouragement there is for
asking, seeking, or knocking!
"Everyone that asketh receiveth." Whatever our station in
life, high or low, rich or poor, if we are numbered amongst the
LORD'S people, "He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him:
He also will hear their cry, and will save them" (Ps. cxlv. 19).
Moreover, if earthly parents, though evil, know how to give good
gifts unto their children, "how much more shall your FATHER
·Which is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him ~ "
(Matt. vii. 8, 11).
" He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think" (Eph. iii. 20).
" 0 Thou by Whom we come to GOD,
The Life, the Truth, the Way!
The path of prayer Thyself hast trod!
LORD, teach us how to pray! "
(Montgomery. )

Whitington V'/,Carage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

" WHEN it is taught that the Lord's Supper is a propitiatory sacrifice
for the sins of the living and the dead, with our whole soul we protest
against it as contrary to Scripture, and as a virtual denial of the
perfection of the Divine propitiation."-The late Canon Edward Hoare.
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THE GENESIS ACCOUNT OF THE FORMATION
OF WOMAN.

" For Adam was first for-med" then Eve."-1

TIi\lOTHY

ii. 13.

WE have before us, as we write, a pamphlet containing a letter
written by the Bishop of Chelmsford (Dr. H. Wilson) to one of his
clergy. The letter is dated July 11th, 1930. The clergyman had
written a letter to a local paper, and in reference to it the Bishop
says, "You attack my remarks upon the Bible. Of course, it is
out of the question for me to engage in public controversy with you,
but your position and that of all Fundamentalists is to me so
unthinkable that I want to ask you one or two questions which I
hope you will reply to." The Bishop then asks seven questions
relating to the Old Testament. Amongst them he asked, " Do you
really believe that it is historically true that woman was made as
described in Genesis ~" In the clergyman's reply he said in
reference to this question, "What reason have I for doubting
Genesis ii. 21-22? If God says so I am satisfied." We are thankful that this clergyman (the Rev. George Denyer) does really believe
that the Genesis account of the formation of woman is an inspired
and therefore infallibly true record. The Bishop's question,
however, is a striking illustration of the great change which has
come over the minds of professed Evangelicals in rega.rd to the
plenary inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture. The Bishop of
Chelmsford is a professed Evangelical of the Liberal type. He is,
no doubt, honest and sincere 'in his views, and he is not afraid to
give expression to them. He is not, however, alone in his rejection
of the old view of the inerrancy of Scripture. It is probable that
the whole bench of Bishops would take the same view. In fact,
as we showed in our issue of October, 1930, many of the Bishops
present at the Lambeth Conference reject the doctrine of "the
equal authority of all parts of the Bible." To us who hold the old
view of the Scriptures, and who believe that we regard the Old
Testament as did our Lord and His apostles, it is appalling that
men occupying the position of leaders in the professing ChurchChurchmen and Nonconformists alike-should treat the Bible as
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they do. We regard their attitude as one of the evidences of that
apostasy from truth which the Apostle Paul declared would precede
the coming of the Lord. (See 2 Thess. 3, 4; 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4.)
vVe feel, therefore, that we should warn our readers in reference
to the" perilous times" in which we live. vVe have come to a
period in the history of the Church when we must be willing to be
in conflict with the leading men of the professing Church, and when
we must be prepared to suffer the consequences of refusing to walk
in the path which is now popular. With Moses we must choose
rather to "suffer aflliction with the people of God, than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt" (Heb. xi. 25, 26).
It is quite probable that some of our readers may be confronted
with questions similar to that which the Bishop of Chelmsford
asked. How are such questions to be answered? . First, we need
to have a clear idea of the actual historical statements made in
the Book of Genesis, and then we need to examine how our Lord
and His apostles regarded these statements. If they believed
them we shall be safe in following their example.
The formation of woman is recorded in the first and second
chapters of the Book of Genesis. In the former chapter we read,
"So God created man in His Own image, in the image of God
created He him; male and female created He them" (verse 27).
The words, "male" and "female," are in the singular number"a male and a female created He them." They therefore record
the creation of the first human pair. The second chapter of Genesis
records the same fact in greater detail. We read, "The Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
tbe breath of life; and man became a living soul" (verse 7).
Subsequently on the same day (the sixth day) we read that" The
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and be slept:
and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;
and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made He a
woman, and brought ber unto the man. And Adam said, This is
now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh" (verses 21-23).
Adam knew that the woman bad been Divinely made or builded
out of a rib taken from himself, and hence he recognized that she
was part of himself, bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh, a
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beautiful fact full of typical teaching in regard to Christ and His
Church.
Personally, we see nothing unreasonable in this record even if
there was nothing to confirm it in the New Testament. The first
human pair must necessarily have a beginning different from all
other human beings who have descended from them, and certainly
the Genesis account of their origin is far preferable to the doctrine
that they have sprung from an ape-like creature.
THE GENESIS ACCOUNT CONFIRMED BY OUR LORD.

The record of the formation of our first parents is confirmed by
our Lord. He says, "Have ye not read, that He which made them
at the beginning made them male and female ~ " (Matt. xix. 4).
He was speaking to the Pharisees and He directed them to the fact
recorded in the first chapter of Genesis (verse 27). By this question
our Lord attests the truth of that chapter. He declares that God
made man at the beginning, and that He made only one pair.
The words used by our Lord are literally, "He made them a male
and a female."
Our Lord, however, goes on to say that He Who made them
said (evidently through Adam), "For this cause shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they twain
shall be one flesh." These words are found in the second chapter
of Genesis (verse 24). They were spoken immediately after the
Lord God had builded the woman from one of Adam's ribs, and the
words, "They twain shall be one flesh," evidently have reference
to the special act of God in bringing woman into being. The two
were one flesh because the woman was "taken out of the man"
(Gen. ii. 23). She was bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh.
Clearly our Lord really believed that it was "historically true that
woman was made as described in Genesis."
THE GENESIS ACCOUNT CONFIRMED BY THE ApOSTLE PAUL.

The Apostle Paul says, "The man is not of the woman; but the
woman of the man" (1 Cor. xi. 8). This statement is in exact
accord with the Genesis account of the formation of Adam and Eve.
The man was not made from a rib of the woman, but the woman
was made of the rib of the man.
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Again, the apostle says, "Neither was the man created for the
woman; but the woman for the man." This is exactly what is
stated in the second chapter of Genesis. The woman was purposely
made to be an helpmeet for the man. (See Gen. ii. 18.) She was
made for the man, not the man for the woman. In his first Epistle
to Timothy the apostle definitely says, " Adam was fi.rst formed, then
Eve" (chapter ii. 13). How did he know tbis except from the
second chapter of Genesis ~ That was the only historical source
from which he could gain such information, unless it was specially
revealed to him. It is clear, however, that the apostle continually
quotes from the records in the Old Testament in the various Epistles
which he wrote, and there can be no doubt that he bases bis statement that Adam was "first formed, then Eve" on the second
chapter of Genesis. He did so beyond all doubt, because he really
believed that it is "historically true that woman was made as
described in Genesis."
It follows, therefore, that to deny the historical truth of the
formation of woman as given in Genesis is to deny not only the
truthfulness and inerrancy of Genesis, but to deny the testimony or
our Lord and of His inspired apostle. If we do that we cannot rely
upon anything which our Lord uttered as recorded in the New
Testament, nor can we rely upon anything stated by the Apostle
Paul. We cannot deny the historical truth of the Old Testament
without rejecting the testimony of the New Testament. The
logical result of Modernistic teaching is the complete rejection of
the whole Bible. This is that to which Modernistic teaching is
tending. "They shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. iv. 4). From such teaching
we may well pray, " Good Lord, deliver us."
THE GENESIS ACCOUNT IS FULL OF RICH
TYPICAL TEACHING.

Those who regard the earlier chapters of Genesis as mythical,
legendary, and fabulous, and who regard the whole Pentateuch,
not as written by Moses, but as produced after the Babylonian
captivity, miss the beautiful typical teaching contained in the
earlier books of Scripture.
The Apostle Paul expressly teaches us that Adam was a figure or
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type of Christ (see Rom. v. 14). He also suggests that Eve was
a type of the Church. He declares that the members of the
Church are members of Christ's body, and then proceeds to quote
the words, "They two shall be one flesh," from Genesis ii. 24 to
illustrate the close and intimate union between Christ and His
Church. Having quoted them he said, "This is a great mystery;
but I speak concerning Christ and the Church" (Eph. Y. 30-32).
The apostle therefore regarded the words in Genesis, originally
spoken of the union between Adam and Eve, as designed to typify
the close and intimate union between Christ and the Church. That
union is a great and precious truth once hidden in the narrative
of the formation of Eve, but now revealed for the comfort and joy
of the Church which Christ purchased with His Own blood.
With this thought in our minds, how full of rich typical teaching
is the nanative of the formation of Adam and Eve in the second
chapter of Genesis! Adam was before the woman, so Christ was
before the Church. The provi.sion of a wife for Adam was the
result of a Divine purpose. "It is not good that the man should
be alone; I will make him an help meet for him."
The provision of a Church or bride for Christ is according to God's
own purpose and grace given in Christ before the world began.
(See 2 Tim. i. 9.) Eve was in the man before she was formed, so
the Church .>.was chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world.
That Eve might be provided the Lord God caused a deep sleep
to fall upon Adam. That sleep beautifully symbolizes the sleep of
death which Christ passed through in order that He might poss~s
a bride. He as the Corn of 'Wheat must die, if He is not to abide
alone. His death was brought about by Divine purpose. He was
delivered over to death by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God. "It pleased Jehovah to bruise Him," and thus
to cause the sleep of death to fall upon Him, in order that through
His death His Church might be redeemed, quickened, created, and
presented to Him. The life of Eve was derived from Adam. A
living bone was used to form her. So the Church derives her life
from Chri~t. Its members are like branches of the vine which derive
their life from the root. They are God's workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus. (See Eph. ii. 10.)
When Eve was formed the Lord God brought her to the man and
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he owned her as part of himself, and their marriage union was
consummated.
The marriage union between Christ and the Church is to be
consummated in glory. The Father is bringing the many sons
unto glory which He has given to His Son, and the time will come
when Christ will say of His people, "Behold I and the children
which God hath given Me" (Heb. ii. 10, 13) .
Eve was faultless when she was presented to Adam. The Church;
will be faultless when she will be presented to Christ (Jude 24).
She will be without "spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." She
will be fully conformed to the image of God's Son (see Rom. viii.
29; Eph. v. 27). In the Epistle of Jude (verses 24, 25) it would
seem that the Father will present the Church "faultless before
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy." In Ephesians
(chapter v. 27) Christ will present her to Himself. In any case,
as Adam owned Eve as bone of his bone, and flesh of his flesh, so
Christ will own His bride, the Church, as part of Himself when He
comes again. He will receive her unto Himself, that where He is,
there she may be also. Then will take place the marriage of the
Lamb, and the consummation of that eternal union which exists
between Christ and His Church (Rev. XL""{. 7).
Modernists and Liberal Evangelicals may deny the historical
truth" that woman was made as described in Genesis." 'We, by
God's mercy, receive the narrative as inspired and inerrant on the
testimony of our Lord and of His apostles. Moreover, we rejoice
in the rich typical teaching which the narrative is divinely designed
to give to the people of God, and through God's infinite, unmerited
and distinguishing grace we look forward to the time when the
great Bridegroom will present us to Himself, and welcome us into
His presence to be for ever with Him.
The more we study these despised Old Testament narratives,
the more we see how full they are of rich typical teaching, and how
much they manifest the wisdom and the gracious and eternal purposes of that God Whose Spirit is their Divine Author.
" Betrothed in love, ere time began,
His blood-bought bride with Jesus see;
Made by eternal union One,
Who was, and is, and is to be.
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" Thus He became her Covenant Head;
Charged with her sin the Saviour stands,
To do and suffer, in her stead,
All that the righteous law demands.
" A glorious Church, from blemish free,
She shall appear before the throne,
Christ's everlasting joy to be,
His everlasting love her own! "
(John Kent.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

FISHING ON THE LORD'S DAY.
" THE village of Ventry (Ireland) is on the sea-coast. A remarkable
circumstance occurred there lately, which has providentially favoured
the spread of truth. A number of poor fishermen in that place entirely
support themselves and their families by their nets. The Roman
Catholics got permission from their priests to go fishing on a sabbath
day; they toiled that day, and on till the afternoon of Monday without
success. A Protestant boil's crew went out on Monday, and caught
a multitude of fish, which were brought to land with great rejoicing.
A Roman Catholic fisherwoman was waiting for her own boat, and on
seeing it return empty and the Protestant fishermen coming in laden,
her wrath burst out in words to the following effect: 'I gave the
priest ten shillings for leave to fish, and as much for blessing the boat,
but never a halfpenny of mine shall he get again.' This circumstance
has made a wonderful impression in the village."-The late Rev. TV.
Pennefathel', " Life and Letters," p. 74.)

REUXIO~ 'WITH ROl\'lE.
especially, with the preposterous imagination that some sort
of union may yet be patched up with the Apostate Church of Rome!
Rome in England's day of greatest trouble, will prove England's
deadliest foe. And does she not lie unmistakably under the tremendous
curse of God ~ The one only essential unity-the unity which alone
has our Lord's assurance of abiding safety-is that which subsists
between 'the branches' and the' Root' (which is Himself). 'I am
the Vine,' saith He: 'ye are the branches.' . . . She (Rome) is uncatholic, not 'We: witness her two latest acts of Apostasy-the dogma
of ' the immaculate conception' of the Blessed Virgin, and the dogma
of the Pope's' infallibility.' "-Dean Burgon in his" Lives of T'Welve
Good Men," pp. 280-1.

" AWAY,
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WELLSPRINGS.

" Oonfirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue
in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into
the kingdom of God."-AcTS xiv. 22.
WHAT different teaching to that of our days! There is little>declared
of the awe and majesty and greatness of Him Who declares Himself to
be "the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity"; nor of Jehovah's
estimate of sin, which necessitated the death upon Calvary of the
Sinless One! But since" as by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned," strict justice and judgment demand the death of the sinner.
When, however, a sinner is graciously and sovereignly convinced of
his hopeless, helpless condition in himself, he is brought to cry:
11 Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tea.rs for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone."
And then such an one is led to look off and away from self and creature
efforts and presently to " joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
by Whom he has now received the atonement." But with all that
deep joy, there will ever be deep sorrow, godly contrition, and mourning
over the sins that crucified the Lord of glorv, the spotless, sinless One.
My dear readers, you and I know nothing of the flippant, Christdishonouring teaching which places the puny creature in the position
of "accepting" or "rejecting" such a Saviour. No, blessed be
God, we have been taught of the Holy Spirit to give Him all the glory
of our salvation, and unless He had wholly saved us, we should have
been eternally lost. It is this consciousness of sin and its penalty
paid by our glorious Substitute and Surety that serves to keep us
low and little in our own eyes. In the great Revival of the eighteenth
century, the Christians were called" the serious ones," and so they
were, as they sorrowed for sin, but they and we likewise have our
joys.
Now this is the teaching of our text. It welled up from the heart
of the dear apostle, so recently himself having been delivered from
the bondage of sin and Satan, and translated into the kingdom of
God's dear Son. He was already learning that they" who would live
godly must suffer persecution," and that the enmity of the natural
heart against Christ and His followers would mean taking up the cross.
"Vhen the disciples asked their Lord and Master, "Lord, are there few
that be saved?" He put as it were their question aside, and gave
them this warning word, " Strive-agonize (for so is the force of the
word) to enter in at the strait gate, for many, I say unto you, will seek
20
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to enter in, and shall not be able." It would be no easy path; no
way for satin slippers; but they would need to wear all the way
" those shoes of iron and brass" provided for them by heavenly love
and wisdom. "He that will come after Me, let him deny himself,
take up the cross and follow Me," and" He that endureth to the end
shall be saved," tells the disciple what he may expect, and to search
his heart as to whether it can" endure."
But as the afflictions and persecutions ran high against the apostle,
so also did grace and consolation abound, which lifted him above
all that he suffered. The persecuting Jews who had driven him from
Iconium, followed him to Lystra, and having stoned him drew him
out of the city, supposing he had been dead. What a pathetic sight!
" Once was I stoned," repeats this dear apostle in his rehearsal of
his sufferings (2 Cor. xi. 23) all of which he counted as " these light
afflictions" in comparison to the "far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory," yet to be revealed. And here, as by a miracle, and
showing how lightly he treated his sufferings, he rose up and came
into the city, and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe,
and thence after preaching the Gospel there, they returned to the
places whence persecution had thrust them out, " Confirming the souls
of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that
we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God."
You will notice that the exhortation is addressed to character-as
indeed all the words of Holy Writ are. Here it was" the disciples"
whom the apostle includes in "we." They were the learners and
followers of Jesus. They were convinced sinners; and were taught
of God that they needed Christ and that He alone could and must
be their Saviour. These are they that find they cannot escape the
" must" of tribulation. There is no alternative. The word is an
emphatic declaration of what the saints of God may expect to meet
with on their way home to the Kingdom. It is the royal road, and it
has been passed and broken up by their great Leader and mighty
Breaker. And He had sorrow and tribulation, and sufferings and
shame unequalled. "No sorro~v like unto My sorrow."
And He put Himself as the willing and obedient Servant under
these sufferings. He said, " The Son of Man must suffer many things,
and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
slain, and be raised the third day." Shall the sinner redeemed through
His precious blood, quarrel with the sufferings for Christ's sake to
which he is appointed 1
And then we come to that all-important word" through" of our
text. It implies an appointed path, and that path not a roundabout
nor other nor easier way, which might be more congenial and pleasing
to flesh. You will recall how Christian and Hopeful, becoming weary
and footsore in the rough way to the Celestial City, thought they had
found an easier and more comfortable one! They espied another
path over the hedge and it looked so much more pleasant and smooth,
and quieting their rising questions as to whether it did really lead to
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the same end, they went over and soon learned by their bitter experience.
what wandering in Bye-path Meadow meant.
Oh! let us not try to escape our trials, dear friends. Let us not
be wearily complaining or be dissatisfied with the way. But may
our eyes and hearts be ever toward the Lord to sanctify all His dealings
with us, and to get out of the trial all the good the Lord has put in it
for us. And think of what rich compensations are there for His
children. If in the furnace, depend upon it, the Refiner sits by
watching intently and seeing to it that not a grain of gold is lost. And
then think of the sympathy of the God-Man in your sorrow! " Jesus
wept." "In all their affliction He was afflicted." And His promised
presence is with you in the deep waters you may be called to pass
" through"; for He says, "I will be with thee" and" they shall
not overflow thee."
An old writer has put it very tersely, " In all their afflictions, they·
were not afflicted," inferring that their faithful compassionate God
so richly made up for their sufferings, with His presence, His help,
His sympathy and peace, that they treated them in His sustaining
grace as" light afflictions," and not to be compared with the" far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory" to which they were hastening..
Yes, "we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom
of God." But, beloved, seek grace to look not so much at the" much
tribulation " as at the promises of your God whilst in the furnace.
Think of what He does for you in supporting, upholding, strengthening
and blessing. Remember there must be a needs be for our trials.
hat infinite care He bestows!
Our God" doth not afflict willingly."
What tender consideration He shows! Through the waves and billows
of sorrow He brings His children, and not one has ever yet been, nor
will be drowned and lost. "He measured the waters and brought
me through" (Ezek. xlvii. 4), and although there are divers depths,
everyone of His people finds them at last" waters to swim in," through
which they pass safely.

'V

" vVhen through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow."
So that with faith in lively exercise and fastened upon their God,
they come in under the blessedness of those "who passing through
the valley of Baca make it a well," and testify to the lovingkindnesses
and tender mercies of their God, Who is above all their tears and
sorrows. His own promise is, " When thou passest through the waters,
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow
thee; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned;
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee."
The sweet Psalmist of Israel could rejoice that the presence of his·
Lord was with him. "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the,
shadow of death . . . Thou art with me." So everyone of His
redeemed flock can and does testify to the Lord's presence. He made
Israel to pass through the midst of the Red Sea. He led His people
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through the wilderness, and there was not a weak or sickly one amongst
them, and not a hoof left behind. Thus, dear reader, whilst we may
expect "much tribulation," faith may count upon our delivering
God. And if He said, " I will bring the third part through the fire,"
should not the very truth of that sworn word which tells of His presence,
His power and His preserving care and deliverance quiet our anxious
fearful hearts ~
" I will be with thee, thy sorrows to bless
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress."

We might enlarge on many more of the precious passages of Holy
Writ, but the foregoing should quiet our hearts and assure our minds
that He has spoken, and He will be true to His Word. Again," we
must through much tribulation." Ah! there is that little word
" much" which may not be overlooked. Flesh often wearies and
gets faint at trial upon trial, sorrow upon sorrow, and deep calling
unto deep! But what a mercy, although the Word declares that the
tribulation of the way-worn saints is "much," yet it is all and no
more than that which is Divinely appointed. If He has delivered you
in six troubles and a seventh threatens to overwhelm your little bark,
there will assuredly be deliverance. If He appoints the rod, seek
grace to " hear" it. He is One" Who stayeth His rough wind in the
day of the east wind."
" Our sorrows in the scale He weighs,
And measures out our pains;
The roughest storm obeys His will,
A word their rage restrains."

Oh, my dear readers, may the sustaining, upholding grace of our
God give us the patience needed in His appointed tribulation.
And meanwhile may supporting grace enable us to remember that
as the affiiction, so also does the consolation abound. It is not
all sorrow and adversity, cloud and storm; but mercy intermingled,
joy as well as grief, comforts as. well as crosses, and above all Jesus,
the Beloved of your exercised soul, is with you, " the same yesterday,
and to-day, and forever."
R.

"As Christ's resurrection is necessary to our justification (Rom.
iv. 25), if He did not rise, we are not justified. To teach, therefore,
that there is no resurrection, is to teach that there is no atonement
and no pardon. Errorists seldom see the consequences of the false
doctrines which they embrace. Many allow themselves to entertain
doubts as to this very doctrine of the resurrection of the body, who
would be shocked at the thought of rejecting the doctrine of atonement. Yet Paul teaches that the denial of the one involves the
denial of the other.".,..-'-Dr. Oharles Badge.
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SnmonfJ Rnb NoteS) of SermonfJ.
THE PEACE OF GOD IN THE SOULS OF HIS PEOPLE.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, RA.,
AT THE CHU~CH OF ST. MARY ALDERMARY, WATLING STREET, LONDON,
ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16TH, 1839.
" And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ JesuS."-PHILIPPIANS iv. 7.

•

THEY are exceedingly interesting and encouraging words, which
immediately precede our text. In the sixth verse you will find these
expressions: "Be careful," says the apostle-" be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God." The passage corresponds with these equally dear and interesting words recorded by
St. Peter: "Casting," says he, "all your ca,re upon Him, for He
careth for you "-meaning Jehovah, Who" careth for you "-intently,
constantly "careth for you" and everything that concerns you;
and therefore, " casting all your care upon Him "-for body or soul,
time or eternity, casting it all upon Him. And thus in the preceding
context we have these words, "Be careful for nothing." The care
here intended, we apprehend, is not every kind of care; there is care
that is becoming, and that is a duty. It is said, " The prudent man
foreseeth the evil and hideth himself "-evidently implying care;
and St. Paul says, """Except a man provide for his own household,
he hath denied the faith and is worse than an infidel"-and this is
not to be expected to be without forethought and care. The care
intended in this passage we apprehend to be all anxious, distracting
and distrustful care. This is spoken in the same sense, we apprehend,
as our Lord spoke when He said, " Take no thought for the morrow."
"Take no thought"; He does not mean that there should be no
consideration to-day what is to be done to-morrow or how things
are to be managed, but take no distracting, nO anxious" thought for
the morrow." But how is this to be avoided ~ We are naturally
apt to be exceedingly anxious, many of us almost distractedly anxious
at times; how is it to be avoided ~ Why, the apostle says, by prayer;
we avoid it by prayer. "In everything by prayer "-(how comprehensive is this instruction, and how gracious it is! "In every thing! "
nothing beneath the notice of the great Jehovah, that is any matter
of concern of those that are His)-" In everything by prayel' and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God." In this way, while you are thus" rolling your burden
upon Him," you may get rid of that anxious care, which is 80 distracting
and tormenting to the soul. And not only so; but you may come to
the enjoyment of the rich blessing spoken of in the text, which immediately follows the verse we have just been speaking upon. In this
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way you may get rid of your care; and in this way you may enjoy
" the peace of God which passeth all understanding."
The" peace" here intended, we apprehend, is that sweet peace of
heart and mind, which arises from a well-grounded and Scriptural
hope that we are at p-~ace with God-a peace connected with a hope of
,Covenant union WIth Jesus and interest in Him and in all the rich
and important and eternal benefits of His great salvation.
Now this is styled" the peace of God." It is so, because it is God's
,work. And not only so, but it is a peace that He approves of. There
is a peace which He does not approve of, and which He will turn
soon'er or later into disquietude and the most distressing sorrow; but
this is "the peace of God "-what He approves of.
Ail.d it is said, it "passeth all understanding." How are we to
1:lomprehend this ~ It passes certainly the understanding of all
unrenewed and unregenerate men; for" the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him,
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."
But it not only exceeds the understanding of the natural man, or of
man in a state of nature and unrenewed by the power and grace of
Jehovah, but it exceeds even the comprehension of those who are
renewed and partakers of this blessing. It is impossible for them to
reach and understand its utmost extent and importance, or to explain
it to another, or to say how great it may.and will prove when in exercise
and experience under the sorest and severest trials and temptations
to which we can be exposed. ,': TIle peace of God which passeth all
:understanding."
,
. And then the apostle says it will " keep the heart and mind." The
word here translated keep, it has been observed, means to keep
as 'in a ganison; it will "keep the heart and mind," as in a welldefended place, a fortified place, strongly built and wherein persons
may reasonably hope for safety in a time of danger. And keep you
from what ~ Why, from sinking under the weight of tribulation and
affiiction; it shall bear you up, and keep you from sinking. And
then it will keep you from adopting unlawful means, of any description, to escape out of your trials and affiictions and deliver yourselves
from them.
And then it is said, it will keep you" through Christ Jesus." It is
that peace which has been purchased by Him at the vast price of His
own precious and invaluable blood. He is theref.ore said so emphatically
to "be our peace"; ne has been the great peace-maker. Not one
that is here, that has tasted of His grace and mercy and has the least
apprehension and enjoyment of His love and peace, could have ever
had the smallest portion of peace, had He not hung upon the cross and
there borne the whole weight of your transgressions, and borne them
completely and for ever away. He is the procurer of our peace. And
then it is" through Christ Jesus," as He is the bestower of it. He gives
it to His Church; and if you have any real peace, any experience of the
peace here intended in any degree, oh! keep this in mind-you are
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not only indebted to the blood of Jesus, the blood that was fetched
from His pierced heart, but you are indebted to His hand also for the
bestowment of it. It is an exceedingly sweet promise, which He gave
to His disciples when He was about to leave them, but this promise is
as truly made to every disciple of His at every time, as it was made to
His immediate disciples then; says He, "Peace I leave with you,
My peace I give unto you." And then He adds, " Not as the world
giveth, give I unto you"; the world wish peace and prosperity and
favour and success and so on unto their neighbours frequently, but
they mean very little by it-nothing more than mere compliment;
but, says He, this is not the way that I mean towards you; and then
whatever peace and happiness they may wish you to enjoy on earth,
it is all vain and uncertain and will soon pass away, whereas the peace
" I give unto you" is connected with rich and permanent and everlasting blessings, and shall never evaporate or vanish away to all
eternity to come.
It is a very interesting portion of Scripture indeed; and it is not
possible to give you a very full and clear apprehension of the contents
:<>f the words of this text, but doubtless in that blessing which we are
'accustomed to pronounce (you know) after the service, they have
<>ften been peculiarly sweet and endearing to you. And therefore we
will proceed to attempt some improvement of this subject.
And in the first place, we may ask this solemn question-Is there,
can there be, anyone here, that is unconcerned about the possession
of " the peace of God," that peace which arises from a Scriptural wellgrounded hope that we are at peace with God and that God is at
peace with us ~ Is it possible that there can be anyone present, so
dark, so blinded by the god of this world as he must be ~-for says
St. Paul, "If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost, in
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
believe not." And can anyone here be so "blinded by the god of
this world," as to have no feeling and real concern respecting this
peace, and therefore no real thought and concern about peace in death,
and peace in judgment, and pelLce with God and the enjoyment of
His favour to all eternity ~ Is this possible. ~ It is not impossible.
And there may be some here also-(to whom we would just drop a
word, looking 'up to Him Whose power alone can make any word,
though taken from His own sacred volume, of any effect, either to
the awakening or encouraging of any)-there may be some here
resting satisfied with false peace. There is a false peace, a mistaken
peace-such as they possessed of old, who said, "I shall have peace
though I walk in the imagination of my heart to add drunkenness to
lust, and though I walk after the sight of mine eyes and the desire of
my heart." There is such a peace as that. Now false peace is a real
curse. It is an awful thing for a man to .be deceiving himself with
false peace. The Lord has a very awakening and alarming word
respecting these, in the fiftieth Psalm. "These things" (says He)
." hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was alto-
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gether such an one as thyself; but I will reprove thee, and set them
in order before thine eyes"; and therefore He adds, " Consider this,
ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces and there be none to
deliver." There is a false peace. All peace is a delusion, that is not
built entirely and simply upon the finished work of Christ, and is not
looked for as proceeding through Him, and especially through His
precious blood upon the cross. So that it may be said to such mistaken persons, as was said once to a certain person upon a certain
occasion, "What hast thou to do with peace? "-thou who art
neglecting Christ and His great salvation, who art walking in the
world and with the world, who hast no real concern about thy soul and
eternal salvation, " what hast thou to do with peace?" A man without
Christ must be without peace, and" without God in the world"; he
is without hope, the apostle says, and therefore must be without peace.
He has nothing else at present before him, but "a certain fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries" of God.
But let us turn to what is more bright and cheering. We are speaking to some, beyond a doubt, who are longing for this peace-thinking,
" Oh! that I were in the full possession and full enjoyment of it !
how is it to be obtained?" And we would say to such, You see
where to apply; apply to Him Who has made peace between God and
man, and apply to Him Who has promised peace to those that are His.
His promise is sure never to fail. Ob! come to Jesus. He is "a
mighty God," and He is "mighty to save" in every sense of the
word and every view of the subject--not only to save thee from thy
sins and all the dreadful consequences of them, but to save thee from
all thy fears and dark and distressing apprehensions. We say, flee to
Him; do not apprehend that He will eitber reject any or look sby at
them. He is the" friend of sinners." He says, "Come unto Me,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden"; "Come unto Me," fear
not that ye shall be rejected. He is beautifully represented by the
city of refuge under the ceremonial dispensation; He is that true
" City of refuge," the gates of which are always open night and day.
And He has given you an "exceeding great and precious promise"
indeed; and that promise is confirmed by His own oath, which cannot
possibly be broken or disappoint your expectations. We are told
that" because God could swear by no greater," the triune Jehovah,
the second Person equally with the first and third, "sware by Himself"; and in order to show unto the heirs of promise with whom
He had made His everlasting Covenant" the immutability of His
counsel He confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things,
in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before
us "-that is, who have fled unto Jesus, the true" city of refuge" and
the only suited and sufficient hope of sinners, as " the hope set before
us." So that He has given His promise and He has confirmed it
by His unalterable oath, that if you flee to Him and seek peace at His
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hands, you shall not be disappointed; that peace shall be yours in
possession and enjoyment, so far as He sees to be best--for you must
allow Him to be the only proper judge of the degree and proportion
of that peace that shall be for you to enjoy at any period of your life.
He will give you that peace, which He has promised.
And if anyone is ready to object, "I have thus fled to Him, or
do flee to Him, and I do not partake of that peace which you are now
speaking of "-we would say to such, do not suspect that that peace is
not to be possessed, because you do not possess it in the degree and
proportion that you are longing for. For if your mind is truly
awakened by the Spirit of God, and Jehovah has begun His saving
work in your souls by conviction of sin, that conviction and those
views with which He has favoured you of the evil of sin (and your
sin above all others) would sink you in despondency, if not in despair,
were there not some portion of the peace mentioned in the text
bestowed upon you. View at the worst the child of God, the very
lowest ebb of his feelings and expectations, and there is still a secret
and latent peace in His heart, which bears him up and keeps him
from sinking altogether. And we would say to such, do not you
doubt that this peace may be possessed in the clearest and fullest
manner, because you know but little of it, and at times suspect whether
you know it all. We say, do not you doubt that it may be possessed
in its fullest extent. It may be possessed to the amount of complete
and full assurance; and we can direct you to examples in Scripture
of those who did so possess it. Did not Job thus possess it (think you)
so long ago in the days of old, when he said, without a doubt or the
least apprehension or expression of fear, " I know that my Redeemer
liveth and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth, and
though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall
I see God, Whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold,
and not another" ~ There is peace, "the peace of God," and full
assurance. And we see it again, in the language of the holy psalmists
several times, when they are lifting their eyes and their hearts to heaven
in a happy frame of mind-when, ~nabled to trust the Lord and believe
His word and acting faith upon it, they lift their eyes and hearts to
heaven, and say, "My God, my God!" Perhaps there are some
present, who would say-" Had I a thousand worlds, I would part
with them all to be able to adopt that language, with full assurance.
Is it possible for any Christian to adopt them with propriety and with
full assurance ~" We may answer, It is a blessed thing that it is
not essential to your salvation that you should do so, but that this
is possible is manifest; though you are at so low an ebb with respect
to peace, it is possible to possess it in its fulness and clearness. We
may refer you again to St. Paul; he says (understanding the doctrine
of redemption in its clearest sense), " He loved me and gave Himself
for me."
But now we observe, that your want of a stronger peace and
sweeter enjoyment of the love and favour of the Lord our God arises
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from two things. In the first place, from want of a constant realizing
view, and acting faith in the dear Redeemer. Faith in Him is a
clear token and evidence of a sinner's union with Him and interest in
Him and all the blessings of His great salvation; but we cannot see
this, unless He enables us to do so. "In Thy light" (says the
psalmist) "we shall see light." There is a want of looking to Him,
and viewing His promise and acting faith upon Him, to enable us
to do this; more realizing views of Jesus, in His person and offices
and the great work He has undertaken, and His accomplishment of it
in the great essential part of it and still carrying it on-when you
know more of these, you will have more peace. But then there is
another cause; and that is the want of a realizing view of Him in
respect to prayer. Prayer (as you will see evidently in our subject
to-day) is the grand mean of getting in (if I may so speak), fetching
in from above this important blessing. "Be careful for nothing, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God"; thus you may get rid of your
care, and so (the apostle goes on in the text) you may obtain" the
peace of God which passeth all understanding"; and oh! it is rich
and abundant mercy indeed in Jehovah, when He condescends to say
to His beloved people-" Let Me see thy countenance, let l\:le hear
thy voice, for sweet is thy voice unto Me and thy countenance is
lovely." Now what encouragement is this to us to go\to a throne of
.grace, to open our hearts before Him, and not only at stated seasons,
but to be continually lifting up our hearts to heaven in some such
prayer as this-" Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation; lift up the
light of Thy countenance upon me, and speak Thou peace and speak
Thou pardon unto me!" Some of these, which are Scriptural prayers,
are left on record on purpose for your use, that when your mind is
sinking and oppressed and you have no present leisure or opportunity
on account of your worldly avocations to retire to any secret corner
to pour out your hearts to Him, you may at once, wherever you are,
lift up your hearts to heaven, and entreat the Lord to/bestow this
blessing upon you in that degree and proportion, which He sees to be
for your present good and the advancement of His glory.
And then we may say, in the meantime it is a blessed thing for
you to consider that your interest in this great salvation does not
depend upon your peace. Some who have very little of this peace are
completely (beyond doubt) at peace with God and God at peace with
them. It does not depend upon your persuasion of this peace.
There may be eternal peace, a peace that shall never be broken,
between you and God in heaven, in consequence of the atonement
and work of that great Peace-maker of Whom we have been speaking,
though you may have very little enjoyment of this peace in your
heart. It is a most mistaken point (which has been not long since
advanced), for anyone to assert that assurance (as divines express
themselves) is of the essence of faith-that is, that we have no faith
unless we are sure of our salvation. That is a most mistaken idea.
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This inward peace may be at a very low ebb with you, and yet there
may be even now" no condemnation to you"; you may be among
the favoured number redeemed from earth by the blood of the Lamb,
who shall be brought eventually before the throne of God, to Whom
there never shall be any conde!!illation in death and judgment and
eternity, and yet you may be fearing and doubting, and walking in
-darkness and great distress.
But then we may go on to address a few words to those who are in
the possession and enjoyment of some considerable degree of peace.
And we say to such, Be not astonished or surprised, if your peace at
some times should decline-if it should not keep always at one standard.
·Be not astonished if it should sink again in your minds so low, that
you should be brought to fear and apprehend that you bave " neither
part nor lot" in God's salvation. There is much arising (and that
will arise) from without, and from within, to produce such an unbappy
effect. Satan hates peace; he would rob you of every moment's
peace that you possess, if he could; and therefore he will lay his snares
very craftily, or he will assault yO..l very powerfully, as be sees is most
likely to succeed. St. Paul had a remarkable expression when he
said (and he knew it from intimation given him by the Holy Ghost),
" I know that bonds and afflictions abide me."
Now, blessed be God !. you have no fear of" bonds" on account of
your religion and your religious profession at present; we say, at
p'resent, for who can tell what a few years may produce ~-but at
present you have nothing to fear of this kind. But" afflictions! "you surely do not lay your account correctly, if you do not expect to
pass into the kingdom of heaven "through much tribulation."
Afflictions will beset you continually, while you are here; and Satan
will at times attempt to help forward the affliction, and to improve it
to your disadvantage and sorrow and perplexity; and these things
will tend to lower your peace at times, and tend exceedingly (it may
be) to lower it. But be not surpised on this account. Leave yourself in the hands of Him, Who gave you that peace at first; and apply
to Him afresh, and remind Him of the years that are past, when you
walked more comfortably and had more enjoyment of His presence
and love. Remember that "His ear is not heavy that it cannot
hear, neither is His arm shortened that it cannot save," but that
He encourages you to cast this and every other anxious care upon
Him, and to be continually" making known your requests unto Him
by prayer and supplication." And keep this ever in mind, that
prayer is the grand mean of counteracting the devices of the prince
of darkness, of keeping down the corruptions of your own hearts, and
of fetching you that strength and comfort which you constantly need
from Him, Who is strong and Who is merciful. Oh! pour out your
hearts then continually before Him; carry this subject daily to Him;
seek of Him such a degree and proportion of this peace as He shall
see it to be fit you should enjoy. Real prayer is persevering prayer;
and it is strong or wrestling prayer. It is "the effeCtual fervent
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prayer" that availeth. You recollect the case of Jacob, the father
of those that pray; you recollect the remarkable and encouraging
statement in Scripture; he wrestled with God in prayer; see with
what holy importunity; said he, "I will not let Thee go, except
Thou bless me"; and he obtained the blessing by his" power with
God," and he prevailed. Now I say, carry your present state to
Him constantly by prayer. And wait His time. Tarry His leisure.
If the answer is delayed, be not impatient, be not hasty. "Who is
among you," says the prophet (or the Lord by the prophet), "that
feareth the Lord and obeyeth the voice of His servant, that walketh
in darkness and hath no light ~" Why, what must he do ~ It is a real
child of God, you see, in darkness; and what must he do ~ Why,
says he, "Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay himself
upon his God." You have a very rich and encouraging promise,
where it is said, "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace" (the very
"peace of God "), "whose mind is stayed on Thee, because he
trusteth in Thee." "Trust in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord
Jehovah is everlasting strength." And as we have already said, the
promise of Christ which He gave to His disciples is given to you; and
He never was or can be unmindful of His promise, He is " the faithful and the true witness," He is the God of truth Himself, He cannot
fail or disappoint those that wait upon Him.
0; He will give you
that portion of peace that is for your good. So that if you are at
present" sitting in darkness," you are to be submissive to His will,
and persevere; "though the vision tarry, wait for it; it will surely
come, it will not tarry." The Lord will reveal Himself in mercy and
tender compassion to your souls.
And if you have any real enjoyment of this peace, arising from a
Scriptural hope of interel3t in Christ and His great salvation, it can
never be destroyed. No; it will go on "from strength to strength,"
if that is for your good (as it most likely is), and at last it will be
peace that will be perfect and permanent and eternal. But you will
very soon, everyone of you here that has tasted of the Lord's Covenant
grace and mercy, be where ther.e is no shadow of fear or apprehension.
You will join the" general assembly and Church of the first born,"
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, and all "the spirits of just
men made perfect"; and with them you will acknowledge what we
are attempting to say, that there is no shadow of doubt or of fear or
apprehension there. This language surely is the language of the
redeemed, who have gone before you and already entered into glory" This God is our God for ever and ever"; "He chose us in eternity,
He redeemed us in time, He called us by His grace, He carried us all
through our pilgrimage, He supported us by His arm and He comforted
us by His smiles, and here we are, trophies of His mercy and monuments of His grace, to cast our crowns before Him and give Him the
glory to all eternity."
.
Oh! that God would grant, of His infinite mercy, that this may be
the experience of everyone now in this place t Oh! that He would
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speak to the hearts of all present! We are fully and deeply sensible,
that we have no more power to reach anyone heart, than we have to
make an impression upon a pillar in this Church with a feather-no
power at all, that is; but then we know that God has power, and that
He knows how to divide the Word to every individual. We know
that every heart now in His presence is open before Him so that He
knows how to carry an arrow of conviction to every unconvinced
heart, and how to carry a cup of consolation to everyone that He
sees it to be needful and good for. Oh! that He would condescend to
do this effectually to everyone that is present, and grant that we may
at last meet together, and give Him the glory, and sing" the song of
Moses, the servant of God and the Lamb."
We will conclude with one Scripture; it is a very awful one, but
it is connected with what we have already advanced. "There is,"
says the prophet Isaiah, "there is no peace, saith my God "-to
whom ~ "there is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." We were
last Sunday afternoon attempting to show you who the wicked were,
and that they were not only the profligate and abandoned; we were
attempting to see how men are classed by the God of eternal wisdom
-" The wicked shall be turned into hell, with all the nations that
forget God," that know nothing of what it is to pray in secret or to
seek Him in simplicity. It is an awful word to them. False peace
there may be to them; but there is no real peace, no " peace of God"
to the wicked. And dying such, there will be " NO PEACE" to them
to all eternity.
MORE SEALED EVIDENCES.
FROM A SERMON BY THE LATE MR. J. C. PHILPOT, BASED ON
JEREMIAH xxxii. 14. (See also April No., p. 160.)
(Communicated. )
BUT the word "sealed" has another meaning, which I shall now
attempt to open. Sealing was wit.h the Jews, as with us, a means of
attesting a deed. It was with their law as with ours. It was not
sufficient to sign a deed; it was necessary also to attach to it a seal,
and most probably the seal of both parties, both of the vendor and
the purchaser. We may, therefore, explain a eealed evidence as one
that bears upon it the express and peculiar stamp of God, as giving
an assurance of salvation. "In whom also after that ye believed,
ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise" (Eph. i. 13); and
again, "Who hath sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in
our hearts" (2 Cor. i. 22). In this sense a sealed evidence is God's
full attestation of His own work, the stamp of the Spirit of God which
He puts upon His own Divine operations. It is true, indeed, that
these sealed evidences are not enjoyed by all the family of God, or
only enjoyed in a small measure; but it will ever be found, that the
want of them in clear manifestation leaves an aching void, and that
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without them there is no full satisfaction of an interest in Christ. I
shall now therefore name a few of them.
1. The first of these sealed evidences which I shall mention is, a
revelation of Christ to the soul, a spiritual and inward manifestation of
the Son of God, a bringing nigh of His person and work, of His blood
and righteousness, so that though not seen with the bodily eyes, He is
seen by the eye of faith, and as such is laid hold of, embraced, and
brought into the heart by a Divine power. Thus we find the apostle
speaking of his own experience in this matter; "but when it pleased
God, Who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by
His grace, to reveal His Son in me" (Gal. i. 15, 16). How plainly
does the apostle speak here of an inward revelation of Christ to his
soul; and he seems to intimate the same thing when he elsewhere
testifies: "For God, Who commanded the light to shine out of dark-ness, hath shined in our hearts" (2 Cor. iv. 6). Indeed, there is no other
way of truly knowing Christ except in the light of His own manifestation; for it is with the Son as with the Father: "No man knoweth
the Son but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father save
the Son and he to whom the Son will reveal Him" (Matt. xi. 27).
2. Another sealed evidence is the witness of the Holy Spirit to our
spirit that we are God's children (Rom. viii. 16). This, indeed, is
the especial sealing whereby the soul is sealed unto the day of redemption (Eph. iv. 30). It is indeed the special work of the Holy Ghost
to bring this attesting seal, according to the words I before quoted:
" Ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise"; for as a seal
attests a deed, so the Spirit's inward witness attests the work of God
upon the soul, and is the evidence of sonship. We find in various
other passages of Scripture the same meaning attached to the words
" seal" and" sealed." Thus the Bride says, " Set me as a seal on
Thy heart; as a seal on Thine arm" (Song viii. 6). Here she expresses
her desire so to be sealed inwardly upon the heart, and so to be worn
outwardly as a seal upon the arm of her Beloved that she might have
His attesting assurance of her interest both in His love and in His
power. So John the Baptist s~ys of the believer who receives God's
testimony concerning His dear Son that he thereby" sets to his seal
that God is true" (John iii. 33), that is, he is able to attest from his own
experience the truth of God's testimony of Jesus, as having an inward
witness of it in his own soul. So the apostle says to the Corinthians.
" The seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord" (1 Cor. ix. 2); that
is, "Ye are, both to me and to others,. an attestation, an assuring,.
confirming evidence that I am an apostle of God by the blessing which.
my word has been made to you."
3. Forgiveness of sin as made known to the soul by the power of
God, is another sealed evidence. All indeed do not enjoy in equal
measure this sense of special and personal forgiveness; but they have
the substance of it when Christ is revealed to their soul, and they have
the sealing testimony of the Spirit in their heart, their guilt is then
sensibly removed, their doubts and fears dispelled, liberty proclaimed,.
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and peace with God enjoyed; and what can all this spring from but
the forgiveness of their sins through the blood of Christ?
4. The last sealed evidence I shall mention is, the love of God shed
abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost. This evidence the apostle gives
in co~nection with being justified by faith, and so having peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. v. 1-5). As long as we are
looking to ourselves or to the law for justification, we can never have
peace with God; but when faith comes so as to make and manifest us
as "the'children of God by faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. iii. 25, 26),
then the love of God is shed abroad in the heart; for now there is no
barrier between Him and us. Justification being complete through
the putting away of sin and the imputation of Christ's righteousness,
there is a reconciliation tt>God; and when this reconciliation is known
and felt, then the love of God comes as an attesting seal to bear witness
that His anger is for ever put away.
SERMONETTE.
TREES WITH PLEASANT FRUITS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" A garden inclosed is my sister, my spottse. Thy plants are an orchard
of pomegranates, with pleasantfruits."-SONG OF SOLOMON iv. 12-13.

.-

IN the texts cited above from the Song of Solomon, the Church of
Christ is compared to a garden, and its members to plants and trees
therein, bearing delicious fruits.
1. The owner of this spiritual garden is the Lord Jesus Christ.
The true Church is His own property, purchased with His blood.
" Feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own
blood" (Acts xx. 28). The individuals of which the Church of God is
composed, are told, "Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a
price" (1 Cor. vi. 19, 20).
2. The trees and plants of this garden are of God's own planting.
Paul writes to the Corinthian saints, " Ye are God's husbandry (or
tillage) " (1 Cor. iii. 9), and our Lord said of the Pharisees to whom
His word had been a stumbling block, " Every plant which My heavenly
Father hath not planted shall be rooted up. Let them alone; they
be blind leaders of the blind" (Matt. xv. 13, 14). What a solemn word
is this for the teachers and preachers in the professing Church who
have not been sent of God, but deny, as many are doing in these days,
the fundamentals of the Christian faith! However" popular" they
may be, the sheep who know the voice of the Good Shepherd" will
not hear them" (John x. 5). The Lord's warning, " Beware of false
prophets," was never more needed, as also His exhortation, "Take
heed what ye hear." But the trees in the Lord's garden, His Church,
are" trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He might
be glorified" (Isa. lxi. 3). By the grace of the Holy Spirit, they bring
forth the fruits of righteousness, to His. praise and glory.
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3. The Church is "a garden inclosed "-barred, as the Hebrew
word signifies. 'She is separated, and fenced from the wilderness of
this world. In John xvii. 15 we read the Lord's request, "I pray
not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou
shouldest keep them from evil. They are not of the world even as
I am not of the world." Would that individual Christians would
realize, in these days of deviation from straight paths, that" Strait
(difficult) is the gate and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life"
(Matt. vii. 14), and that it involves separation from the world's ways,
the world's opinions, and the world's pleasures.
4. The trees of the Lord's garden, His Church, produce " pleasant
fruits." This is by H.fs' grace. "From Me is thy fruit found," are
the words of Jehovah (Hosea xiv. 8), and of the same purport are the
words of the Lord Jesus: "He that abideth in Me, and I in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit, for without Me ye can do nothing"
(John xv. 5). What is meant by fruit ~ We have the answer in
Galatians v. 22, 23. " The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." 'Where
these" pleasant fruits" are not found, what evidence is there of real
vital Christianity ~ "The tree is known by its fruit." It is by " good
works" that a real living faith is made known. It is God's will that
His people be "filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by
Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God" (Phil. i. 11).

COMING.
THE last promise in the Word of God is, " Surely, I come quickly,"
and our hearts respond, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come quickly."
We are in the last days now, the days that will ere long usher in the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. To His waiting, watching, longing
people, it is the cheer of life, the bright hope, the star in the darkening
sky, the note of joy. Joy cometh in the morning, that morning which
is without a cloud, when the Beloved shall come, not for a sojourn
only, but to dwell, to abide with us and we with Him-nevermore to
grieve the Holy Spirit, nevermore to lose sight or sound of our
Redeemer Kinsman. Look up, dear child of God, look up, for your
redemption draweth nigh, your redemption, your Redeemer; for you
are His redeemed. "Fear not, I have redeemed thee, thou art Mine."
"Ye are not your own-ye are bought with a price." What a price!
The precious Blood of Jesus. So it is of infinite value.
Let us be of good cheer. These are the last days, days wnen men
are despisers of God, blasphemers, mockers, sneerers. J dare not write
all that characterizes the blasphemy, the anti-God campaign, the tone
of the secular press or of literature, the doings and sayings and writings
of these present lawless days. They are days marked by presumption,
scorn, and disdainful triumph. And, dear believer, they are the last
days of testing, the last days of witnessing for Him. What a solemn
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duty is ours-witnessing. Witnessing is defined as testimony concerning facts known and seen. "Ye are My witnesses," saith the Lord.
We have seen His lovingkindness, His wonderful lovingkindness in
calling us, and we shall behold His lovingkindness in glory. We have
seen His wonderful lovingkindness not only in calling us, but in
dealing with us, aI;,d in sanctifying and justifying us, and we shall
see even more, his'lovingkindness in glorifying us. And we shall see
Him as He is, see Him in His Person, crowned with glory.
Yes, He is coming, coming to take and to bring, coming to take us up
to Himself, and to bring the beloved ones sleeping in Christ. So we
shall be " caught up together with them," to meet the Lord in the air.
So shall we ever be with the Lord, ever together with Him.
These are solemn and sweet words. They are not only words but
facts to take place before long. The swift removal of so many of the
Lord's people to Himself attests to a speedy shaking of all things. The
widespread, almost universal expectation amongst believers that He
is nigh at hand is almost startling, if I may use such a word in connection with a joyous anticipation. World-wide earthquakes, as if
earth herself were making preparations, rumours of wars, downfall
of thrones, disastet\: on sea and land and in the air, but most of all in
the languishing coJiaition of the Church on earth. The arch-enemy of
souls is pressing. his activities in every direction; for-the time is
short. Meanwhile heavy trials of the earth life besiege the Zionward
pilgrim, perplexities, disappointments, physical, mental, and spiritual,
clog the outlet of faith and joy. But, dear friend, " if the outlook is
dark, try the uplook!" "He knows." Some beautiful lines were
sent to me a little while ago which often recur to me. The title was,
"Tired and tried," the condition of many of us very often. Yes,
" But the One at your side is able for all things," and" It's the tired
and tried He dwells close beside." Then further on the dialogue occurs,
Alone?' I I am with you 1'
I So weak?'
I I
am strong I '
•I'm just fit for nothing!'

.. I

• 7'0 Me you. -belong.' "

JIow can you be fit for nothing when" to Him you belong" 1 "Ye
are not your own," you are His, and His property is not "fit for
nothing." "Ye are bought with a price," and so you are not your own,
but "a purchased possession." "Purchased with His own Blood."
Just think of it. You are precious to Him. Yes, dear believer, and
it is reciprocal. "Unto you which believe He is precious."
And so just because you are His, He will see after Ris own property.
Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Your life is all
wrapped up in Christ.
He has fulfilled the law. He has atoned for the sins of all His chosen
ones, all His people. "Thou hast covered all their sins" (Ps.lxxxv. 2).
" Blessed are they whose sins are covered" (Rom. iv. 7). And so
unto them that look for Him shall He appear without sin unto salvation.
21
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The precious Word of God is so full of Christ, only Christ we may say,
Christ and His work from Genesis to Revelation.
rY
" In the volume of the Book it is written of Me." Martin Luther
asks, "What Book and what Person?" and his reply, " Scripture,
and only one Person-Jesus Christ.'"
And truly the Bible is so full of Jesus only. In fact, Co/ist Himself
is the sum and substance of all types, and promises and histories.
Christ is the beginning and the ending. Christ is all in all. And in
:::> reading under the Holy Spirit's teaching we say like David, "Mine
eyes are ever toward the Lord" (Ps. xxv. 15). We shall also chime in
with another verse in the next Psalm (verse 3): "Thy loving kindness
is before mine eyes." We shall read His lovingkindness in every word
whilst" eyes are ever toward Him." We shall see His dealings are all
love and comfort, and careful provision for every need and desire of
His people.
When He says, " Surely I will come quickly, amen," we may indeed
joyfully, longingly respond, "Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly."
Be of good cheer, dear child of God, "For He that shall come will
come, and will not tarry." "Surely, I come quickly."
NETTlE.
JOHN NEWTON ON PRAYER.
FREE grace books are very satisfying to free grace people. After an
overdose of Arminian bargains and offers and uncertainties, it is a
relief to turn to them again. And among all the free grace books, for
some of us, John Newton's Cardiphonia has a place of its own. It is
so wise. so comforting, so restrained, and yet so rock-like and steadfast.
There is a gentleness about it, here and there, which is delightful.
I took it up again the other night, and set myself the task (a labour
of love) of picking out from its pages what its author has to say about
prayer. It is not quite fair thus to tear sentences and phrases away
from their contexts, and yet it is fair, so long as one does not twist
them so that they mean something never intended by their writer.
There are few subjects more- vital for a· Christian's consideration
than that of prayer; and yet what a quantity of loose teaching abou~t
it finds a place in our Churches to-day, and in our literature. Anyone
can pray, it is supposed, at any time if he only makes up his mind t
do so. Instead of being looked upon as a difficult thing, it is really
quite simple and easy, if one but sets about it in the right way.
With such teaching" going the rounds" it is more than interesting
to turn again to John Newton (a man deeply taught of God) to sit at
his feet metaphorically, and to hear what he has to tell us about this
vital subject.
Gathering together a thought here, a long passage there, from
Gardiphonia, I found that they all fell under three groups (so to speak)
of their own accord. Not that John Newton meant this literally, but
behind them all there stood out three thoughts aoout prayer which
John Newton evidently wished his readers to learn.
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I.
The first of these prayer thoughts may be described as follows:
Except the Holy Spirit is at work in our souls, it is not only difficult to
pray, it is impossible.
Can a dead man speak, or give thanks, or ask favours for other
people ~ And we are as dead men before God apart from the quickening
influences of the Holy Spirit.
" There are some sentiments (says J. N.) which I believe essential
to the very state and character of a true Christian. . . . There is a
certain important change takes place in the heart, by the operation
of the Spirit of God, before the soundest and most orthodox sentiments
\9an have their proper influence upon us. . . . This work or change
the Scripture describes by various names, each of which is designed
to teach us the marvellous effects it produces, and the almighty power
by which it is produced. . . . It is a new birth, and it means (not
being proselytized to an opinion) but receiving a principle of Divine
life and light in the soul."
No man really prays till something of this has happened to him,
and one of the first si~s that it has happened is the birth of saving
faith in the soul. This /!aving faith is something more than assent to
the proposition that Jesus is the Christ. It is :
" A resting in Him for forgiveness and acceptance, and a cleaving
to Him in love. No other faith will purify the heart, work by love,
and overcome the world."
And again:" Faith is not the effect of reasoning, but a special gift of God,
which He bestows when and to whom He pleases." "It will not be
pos\'lible for me to convince you by dint of argument."
Until the Holy Spirit has begun such a work in a sinner's soul
(John Newton clearly shows us) and has taught that sinner to see the
necessity of an atonement, an Advocate, a Shepherd, a Saviour, a
Comforter, it is idle to think of any prayer or any power to pray.
Says Mr. Newton: "I have a soul that requires surgeon's work
continually. . . . It is my great mercy that One Who is infallible in
skill has undertaken my case."
And of every soul so taught, it will be said (as it was said of an early
saint), sooner or later, " Behold, he prayeth." For souls, thus taught
of God, find at length, not only that they are enabled to pray, but that
they de~ire to be much in prayer.

11.
There is 3, second thought Mr. Newton gives us. It is this, that
even after the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit has begun a work
in us, we shall never be free, in this life, from hindrances to prayer.
Satan will see to that. There is nothing he dreads more than to
see even" the weakest saint upon his knees." Inconsistency in the
believer's life is the most serious of these hindrances.
" If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me."
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" If a traveller," says Mr. Newton, " was absolutely sure of reaching
his journey's end in safety, yet if he walked with a thorn in his foot,
he must take every step in pain. Such a thorn will be felt in the
conscience, till we are favoured with a simplicity of heart, and made
willing in all things, great or small, to yield obedience to the authority
of the Lord's precepts and make them the standing rule of our conduct."
And again: "If we trifle with light and connive at what we know
to be wrong, we shall be weak, restless and uncomfortable. How
many, who we would hope, are the children of the King, are lean
from day to day, because some right hand or right eye evil, which
they cannot persuade themselves to part with, keeps them halting
between two opinions."
Tempta.tion is another" hindrance" which will shadow the path
of the believer to the last, in this time-state :" Satan's action upon the heart may be illustrated by the action
of the wind upon the sea. The sea sometimes appears smooth; but
it is always disposed to swell and rage and to obey the impulse of
every storm. Thus, the heart may be sometimes quiet; but the
wind of temptation will awake and arouse it in a moment."
Satan has te!Dptations for the understanding, for the conscience,
for the will, for the affections, for the body, for the imagination.
Although " our Lord, Who knows and considers our weakness, allows
and directs us to pray, ' Lead us not into temptation,' we are not to
expect an absolute freedom from temptation. We are called to be
soldiers and must sometimes meet with enemies and even wounds,"
but this prayer implies the duty of watchfulness on our part.
" The world" (worldliness) is another hindrance, and Mr. Newton
advises us to do our business with the world as they do it in the rain.
" If their business calls them abroad, they will not leave it undone
for fear of being a little wet, but then, when it is done, they presently
seek shelter, and will not stand in the rain for pleasure."

Ill.
Our third thought from Joh.u Newton concerning prayer has to do
with its blessed and discernible effects on the souls of God's people
in all ages.
True prayer in the name of Ohrist is always efficacious.
Prayers that do nothing, are nothing. Where the soul has been
enabled to pray, sooner or later the life must be blessed and enriched
with new spiritual experience.
" True religion's more than notion,
Something must be known and felt."

For souls that are born again prayer is the intercourse of God's
children with their Father. Prayer gives the believer a pleasure and
privilege that are unspeakable.
"By prayer he can say, I have liberty to cast all my cares upon
Him that careth for me. And by one hour's intimate access to the
throne of grace the believer may acquire more true spiritual knowledge
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and comfort, than by a day or a week's converse with the best of men."
This is everything at prayer times. A calm dispassionate reasoner
may be compelled to yield to the external arguments in favour of
Christianity, and yet remain a total stranger to that communion with
God, which is the privilege and portion of believers.
" It is a low time with us when the greatest assemblage of earthly
blessings can seem to satisfy us, without a real communion with God."
And the more we know about this, the more the soul is made willing
to submit unconditionally to the Divine will.
" True religion is not a science of the head, so much as an inward
and heart-felt perception, which casts down imaginations and brings
every thought into a sweet and willing subjection to Christ by faith."
This spirit of sweet and willing submission purifies our motives and
thoughts in the prayer hour.
" It is too common to ask counsel of the Lord when we have already
secretly determined for ourselves. Many have been deceived in this
way. . . ."
On the other side there is a danger from an unscriptural reliance
upon frames andJ~elings. So high and yet deep and mysterious is
the whole subject of prayer, that the believer, the older he gets, feels
more and more strongly his need of supernatural teaching and grace
to give him a footing on the stairway of prayer and to enable him to
maintain it when he has it.
But, thank God, the believer need not be discouraged.
" Plenteous gra.ce with Thee is found"he sings, as he looks up to the Saviour.
" Surely in a world like this, where everything is uncertain, where
we are exposed to trials on every hand, and know not but a single
hour may bring forth something painful, yea, dreadful, there can be
no blessedness, but so far as we are enabled to entrust and resign all
to the direction and faithfulness of the Lord our Shepherd."
RUFUS.

A CHR1STIAN.
" A CHRISTIAN is a child of God by faith in Christ; he draws near to
God in the Name of Christ; he is led and supported by the Spirit of
Christ; Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
ending of the faith, hope, and love of every believer. From Him alone
every good desire proceeds; by Him alone every good purpose is
established; in Him alone any of our best performances are acceptable. Let Us beware (it is a necessary caution in these days) of a
Christianity without Christ. I testify to you in plain words, that
this is no better than a house without a foundation; a tree without
a root; a body without a head; a hope without a hope; a delusion,
which if persisted in, would end in irremediable destruction. 'For
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,' Christ Jesus; He
is the Corner-stone, chosen of God and precious."-John Newton.
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CONFESSION AND PRAYER.
December 13th, 1776.
By

JOHN NEWTON.

(Sent by an old member of the Circus Church, Southsea, after reading
extracts from John Newton in the June issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)

o may the Power which melts the rock
Be felt by all assembled here!
Or else our service will but mock
The God Whom we profess to fear.
Lord, while Thy judgments shake the land,
Thy people's eyes are fixed on Thee.
We own Thy just uplifted hand,
Which thousands cannot, will not, see.
How long hast Thou bestowed Thy care
On this indulged, ungrateful spot;
While other nations, far and near,
Have envied and admired our lot.
Here peace and liberty have dwelt,
Tha glorious gospel brightly shone;
And oft our enemies have felt
That God has made our cause His own.
But ah! both heaven and earth have heard
Our vile requital of His love.
We, whom like children He has reared,
Rebels against His goodness prove.
-

His grace despised, His power defied,
And legions of the blackest crimes,
Profaneness, riot, lust, and pride,
Are signs that mark the present times.
The Lord, displeased, has raised His rod,
Ah! where are now the faithful few
Who tremble for the Ark of God,
And know what Israel ought to do 1
Lord, hear Thy people everywhere,
Who meet to mourn, confess, and pray;
The nation and Thy Churches spare,
And let Thy wrath be turned away.
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OF FRIENDS.

IT must have comforted the disciples very much after the Lord had
left the earth to remember that one of the things He said to them
was, " Henceforth I call you not servants but friends, for the servant
knoweth not what his lord doeth; but I have called you friends, for
all things that I have heard from My Father, I have made known
unto you." (It was after Judas Iscariot had gone out that He said
so.) There was nothing that He had not told them. It was the
mistake of Hezekiah that he showed the delegation from Babylon
all that was to be seen in his kingdom. He made friends of his enemies,
because God left him to prove him, and his pride of possession and of .
splendour carried him away. We know what a sad day it was for
Samson when, wearied with her importunities and insistencies, he
betrayed to Delilah the secret of God that was with him. But he
held another secret that no power could spoil him of, the secret of
eternal life-a hidden indestructible relationship to God. This is a
secret long unrevealed to many with whom it has been lodged. The
Lord told His disciples very many things that they did not understand.
They had possessions and yet were all but blind to the eternal value
of them. It might encourage us to remember how slow they were
to believe, at t1}e beginning-how quick in understanding later on,
when the blessed Comforter shone into their hearts: not that He
told them new things, but He took up what Christ had said and shone
upon it, which meant that they had confidence and joy and a divinelywrought certainty of the truth which they felt in themselves, preached
to the multitudes, and declared before their judges. "The secret of
the Lord is with them that fear Him." With such heavenly gentleness
does He describe His children. Their best affections, prayers, and
hopes are ruled by the desire to be right with Him, and sooner or
later, as He says Himself, " He will show them His Covenant," that
He has been their everlasting All.
The Lord said that the servant knows not what is being done, the
friend knows. It was a grief to Elisha to think that something
was distressing the Shunamite, and the Lord had not shown it to him.
Abraham was told of the coming destruction of Sodom. Moses knew
that a Prophet greater than himself was to be raised up in generations
to come. Simeon knew that he should not die until he had seen the
Lord's Christ. It was because the Father loved the Son, Jesus Himself
said so, that He gave all things into His hand. It was because Christ
loved His disciples that He told them all. The last thing that He said
in His prayer before going into the garden was, " I have declared unto
them Thy Name," in work and in word, "and will declare it," in
dying and rising again, and in sending the Comforter.
We are told that Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
Martha served, and served still. Lazarus was made a passive happy
witness of the Lord's great power and great kindness. Mary sat and
heard and learned and understood. She knew that the Lord was to
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die. How beautiful upon the mountains were the feet of Him Who
brought good tidings. At these feet she waited and heard, and before
they took Him to Calvary, she anointed them for His grave. May
we have her quietness of spirit and the good part which will not be
taken away, and from His own lips learn the song which begins, " Unto
Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood."
FOLLOWER-ON.
,"

THOUGHTS ON THE ASSURANCE OF FAITH.
By REV. AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY, B.A.
THE deep things, which relate to personal experience of the Holy
Spirit's dealing with the soul, ought to be matters of prayer, not of
disputation.
It has long been a settled point with me, that the Scriptures make a
wide distinction, between faith, the assurance of faith, and the full
assurance of faith.
1. Faith is the hand, by which we embrace, or touch, or reach toward,
the garment of Christ's righteousness, for our own justification. Such
a soul is, undoubtedly, safe.
2. Assurance, I consider as the ring, which God puts upon faith's
finger.-Such a soul is not only safe, but also comfortable, and happy.
Nevertheless, as a finger may exist, without wearing a ring; so
faith may be real, without the superadded, gift of assurance. We
must either admit this, or set down the late excellent Mr. Hervey
(among a multitude of others) for an unbe~iever. No man, perhaps,
ever contended more earnestly, for the doctrine of assurance, than he ;
and yet, I find him expressly declaring as follows: "What I wrote,
concerning a firm faith in God's most precious promises, and an humble
trust that we are the objects of His tender love; is what I desire to
feel, rather than what I actually experience." The truth is, as another
good man expresses it, " A weak hand may tie the marriage knot:
and a feeble faith may lay hold on a strong Christ."
Moreover: assurance, after it has been vouchsafed to the soul, may
be lost. Peter, no doubt, lost his assurance, and sinned it away, when
he denied Christ. He did not, however, lose the principle of faith; for
Christ had, beforehand, prayed, concerning him, that his faith itself
might not fail: and Christ could not possibly pray in vain.-A wife
may lose her wedding-ring. But that does not dissolve her marriagerelation. She continues a lawful wife still. And yet, she is not easy,
until she finds her ring again.
3. Full assurance I consider as the brilliant, or cluster of brilliants,
which adorns the ring, and renders it incomparably more beautiful
and valuable. Where the diamond of full assurance is thus set in the
gold of faith, it diffuses its rays of love, joy, peace and holiness, with
a lustre which leaves no room for doubt or darkness.-While these
high and unclouded consolations remain, the believer's felicity is only
inferior to that of angels, or of saints made perfect above.
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4. After all, I apprehend that the very essence ofl assurance lies
in communion with God. While we feel the sweetness of His inward
presence, we cannot doubt of our interest in His tender mercies. So
long as the Lord speaks comfortably to our hearts, our affections are
on fire, our views are clear, and our faces shine. It is when we come
down from the mount, and when we mix with the world again, that
we are in danger of losing that precious sense of His love, which is the
strength of saints militant, and the joy of souls triumphant.
But let not trembling believers forget, that faith, strictly so called,
is neither more nor less than a receiving of Christ, for ourselves in
particular, as our only possible propitiation, righteousness, and Saviour
(John i. 12). Hast thou so received Christ 1 Thou art a believer, to
all the purposes of safety.-And it deserves special notice, that our
Lord calls the centurion's faith, "great faith;" though it rose no
higher than to make him say, " Speak the word only, and my servant
shall be healed" (Matt. viii. 8, 10).
The case, likewise, of the Canaanitish woman is full to the present
point. Her cry was, "Have mercy on me, 0 Lord, Thou Son of
David!" And, a little after, " Lord, help me !" Jesus, at first, gave
her a seeming repulse; but he~ importunity continued, and she
requested only the privilege of a dog, viz., to eat of the crumbs which
fell from the master's table. What were our Saviour's answer and our
Saviour's remark 1 An answer, and a remark, which ought to make
every broken sinner take down his harp from the willows :-" 0 woman,
great is thy faith" (Matt. x. 22-28).
5. The graces which the blessed Spirit implants in our hearts (and
the grace of faith among the rest) resemble a sun-dial, which is of little
service except when the sun'shines upon it. The Holy Ghost must
shine upon the graces He has given, or they will leave us at a loss (in
point of spiritual comfort) and be unable to tell us whereabouts we are.
May He, day by day, rise upon our souls, with healing in His beams!
Then shall we be filled with all joy and peace in believing, and abound
in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost (Rom. xv. 13).
6. Are there any weak in faith, who come under the denomination
of bruised reeds, and smoking flax 1 Let them know, that God will
take care of them. The former will not be broken; the latter shall
not be quenched. Bless God for any degree of faith, even though it
be as the smallest of all seeds: sooner or later, it will surely expand
into a. large and fruitful tree.-However, stop not here; but, as the
apostle advises, covet earnestly the best gifts; and the gift of assurance, yea, of fullest assurance, among the rest. The stronger you
are in faith, the more glory will you give to God, both in lip and life.
Lord, increase our faith! Amen.
" By propitiation is meant the full and complete satisfaction of the
claims of the law on the sinner by the infliction of the law's penalty
on the Lord Jesus Christ as the sinner's substitute."-The late Oanon
Edward Hoare.
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STRANGE FIRE.

" Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron . . . offered strange fire before
the Lord, which He commanded them not. A nd there went out fire
from the Lord, and devoured them."-LEvITICUS x. 1, 2.

THIS passage of Scripture is one of the" whatsoever things written
aforetime," to which the Apostle Paul refers (Rom. xv. 4) as being
written for the instruction and learning of God's people. It is a portion
of the" all Scripture that is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction and for instruction in righteousness" (see 2 Tim. iii. 16).
When the Almighty gave Moses directions as to the construction
of the Tabernacle and as to its services, He was pleased to enter into
very minute details. So particular was the Almighty that He said to
Moses, more than once, "Look that thou make them after their pattern,
which was showed thee in the mount" (Exod. xxv. 9, 40; xxvi. 30 ;
xxvii. 8). Nothing was left to the imagination of Moses. When the
Almighty gave instructions regarding the altar of incense, He added
these words, "Ye shall offer no strange incense thereon" (Exod. xxx. 9).
No words can be more definite than these. The fire for the censers
was to be taken from the Altar of burnt-offering (Lev. xvi. 12) and the
incense was to be compounded exactly according to the proportions
laid down by God (Exod. xxx. 34-38). It will be observed that any
person presuming to make and use similar incense for any other
purpose was to be cut off from the congregation of Israel (Exod. xxx. 38).
So important did this teaching appear to be to the early Christians
that it will be seen that not only did the godly martyr Stephen refer
to it (Acts vii. 44), but the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews also
draws attention to it (Heb. viii. 5).
.
By direction of God, Moses took Aaron and Aaron's sons and
anointed them to the priest's office (Lev. viii. 2, 13, 24, 36). It would
appear from verses 35 and 36 that both Aaron and his sons thoroughly
understood all the directions and instructions given to them. It was
made known to them that disobedience would be followed by death.
Although appointed to the ojfice of priest, with succession to the
office of high priest upon the death of Aaron, yet two of Aaron's sons
were faithless. Theirheart was not right with God (see Acts viii. 21).
Like many religious leaders at the present time, they considered themselves at liberty to act as they chose. They imagined they could
worship God according to the dictates of their corrupt imagination.
These men took" strange fire" and placed it in their censers and put
incense thereon.
The Altar of burnt-offering set forth the atoning work of the Lord
Jesus-His death for sin. There is no approach to God except through
faith in the Lord Jesus. It is alone through the atonement of the Lord
Jesus-God's appointed" Remedy "-that there can be " deliverance
from going down to the pit" (see Job xxxiii. 24). Sin causes separation
(Isa. lix. 2). The Lord Jesus is "the propitiation for His people's
sins" (see 1 John iv. 10). "He has made peace through the blood of
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His cross" (Col. 20), and thus; in the case of all who believe in "Him,
the words apply, " the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for and there
shall be none, and the sins of Judah and they shall not be found;
for I will pardon them whom I reserve" (Jer. 1. 20). It is the truth of
God that" the Blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth the believer
from all sin" (1 John i. 7). There is no other way by which men and
women can be saved (see Acts iv. 12; John iii. 16). It is God's
appointed way of salvation. "By grace are ye saved through faith,
etc." (Eph. ii. 8).
In acting as they did, Aaron's two sons practically ignored the work
of the Lord Jesus, as typified by the burnt-offering. They did not
believe that God meant what He said when He declared that any
departure from His definite instructions would be followed by death
(Lev. viii. 35). Instead of fi;re from the aUar they took" strange fire,
which the Lord commanded them not." The awful judgment that
fell upon these two men, holding high religious office, proclaims in the
most solemn manner that" God is not mocked" (Gal. vi. 7). Wrong
sowing will be followed by bitter reaping. The whole congregation
of Israel had evidence whereby they might know "whose words
shall stand, Mine or theirs" (see Jer. xliv. 28).
These words-which God addressed to the people of Judah by His
servant Jeremiah-were addressed to the nation when it was following
in the steps of Nadab and Abihu. The people were burning incense
unto the queen of heaven (Dr. Cunningham Geikie explains the" queen
of heaven" to mean Astarte, or Ashtoreth, the moon goddess), making
cakes to this" abominable thing," pouring out drink offerings to it
(Jer. xliv. 4, 17, 25; vii. 18). They, too, soon learned" whose words
should stand, God's or theirs." In a short time they were carried
captives as a consequence of their sins.
Under the outward dispensation, under which Israel and Judah
lived, outward wrongdoing was generally followed by outward judgments, but under the present spiritual dispensation it is most frequently
the case that spiritual judgments fall upon those who depart from
God's revealed will and turn a.side to idolatry and" will worship."
Whatever apparent prosperity they may seem to enjoy is illusory.
The Holy Spirit is not with them. They are left to go their own way,
and unless repented of, such a course will yield a woeful harvest.
The words of the Lord Jesus are most emphatic: "God is a Spirit,
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth"
(John iv. 24). He also definitely asserted: "In vain they do worship
Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men" (Matt. xv. 9).
God would have His people to realize what a grievous matter it is
to indulge in unauthorized worship, for He forbade Aaron and Aaron's
two surviving sons to mourn because of the judgment that had fallen
upon Nadab and Abihu (Lev. x. 6). They were not even to seem to be
partakers with them in their evil doings (see Eph. v. 7; 2 John 10, ll).
"The LORD is a jealous God" (Nahum i. 2). He says: "My
glory will I not give to another" (Isa. xlii. 8). God has promised to
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be with all those who do walk according to His Word (see Isa. lxvi. 2),
and that Word declares that the Lord Jesus is the Way to the Father,
and that no man can come unto the Father but by Him (John xiv. 6).
" The LORD seeth not as man seeth, for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart" (1 Sam. xvi. 7).
May each reader" serve God acceptably with reverence and godly
fear, for our God is a consuming fire" towards all who reject the only
Way (Heb. xii. 28, 29).
P. I. B.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
£ s. d.
"A Grateful Reader" 0 3 0 "D. B." (per Miss M.
"A Thankoffering" (per
Ormiston)
040
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0 8 0 Downard, Mr. S. W. D. 0 4 0
Brockway, Mrs. K.
0 3 0 "S. B." (per Miss M.
Buckland, Mrs. L.
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Cornelius, Mr. J. A.
Ormiston)
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CHRIST ONLY.
THE famous puritan Divine, Dr. John Owen, in a sermon preached
before the English House of -Commons, spoke of Christ thus :"Christ is the way; men without Him are Cains-wanderers,
vagabonds. He is the truth; men without Him are liars like the
devil of old. He is the life; men without Him are dead in trespasses
and sins. He is the light: men without Him are in darkness, and go,
they know not whither. He is the vine: men that are not in Him are
withered branches prepared for the fire. He is the rock: men not
built on Him are carried away with the flood. He is the Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last, the author and the ender, the founder
and finisher of our salvation; he that hath not Him hath neither
beginning of good nor shall have end of misery. Oh, blessed Jesus,
how much better were it not to be than to be without Thee! never to
be born than not to die in Thee ! "

" WHAT makes the Curate give a scanty sermon, just the fag end of
the subject 1 And what makes the people love to have it so 1 The
reason, Sir, is plain. A Sunday dinner is more savoury than the
Word of God." -John Berridge.
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AFTER EIGHTEEN YEARS.
A BEAUTIFUL story is told us in Luke xiii. 10-17. The Lord Jesus
had gone to the synagogue-as His custom was-on the sabbath day,
and on this occasion He was teaching. Amongst the congregation
presept He noticed a sadly afllicted woman. He still sees people
gathered together in places of worship, and knows who are the afflicted
ones, and just how they are suffering. It would not have been surprising if the woman had been absent because of her condition, but
there she was, listening to.. the words of life.
Someone asked a Christian lady whom I knew why she went to
her place of worship, seeing that she was so deaf. She told me her
reply, which was, "I go to meet the Lord," and the beaming face
showed me how real was her joy.
This woman's affliction was of a terrible nature, and she had been
bearing it for eighteen years. "She was bowed together, and could
in no wise lift up herself." "When Jesus saw her, He called her to
Him, and said unto her, Woman" thou art loosed from thine infirmity.
And He laid His hands on her: and immediately she was made straight,
and glorified God." Can you imagine her overflowing joy, and her
gratitude for this great mercy?
Oh! how wondrous is the grace of the Lord Jesus as shown in this
miracle! This woman did not cry unto Him for deliverance, but He
called her. This is a case of the Shepherd seeking the sheep. Saul
of Tarsus was not seeking Him, when the Lord appeared to him on
his journey to Damascus, and completely changed his whole life.
So this woman was made straight. How changed she would appear
to those around !
It is important to notice that we are told that she" glorified God."
Some of us have been saved by His grace. He called us, and, through
the Holy Spirit's gracious working, we can now joyfully sing:
.. I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary, and worn, and sad j
I found in Him a. re8ting pla.ce,
And Heh as ma.de me glad."

But do we realize it sufficiently; and praise God for His great love and
saving mercy? Years ago a young lady in telling me of her conversion
said: "It seems too good to be true that God should love me." The
Apostle Paul would say of Jesus:' "Who loved me, and gave Himself
for me." Can you say the same?
There was one person present when the woman was healed, who
was not at all pleased about it. The ruler of the synagogue was very
indignant with the Lord Jesus for working this miracle on the sabbath
day, "and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought
to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath
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day." He professed to be jealous for the sabbath, but the Lord knew
his heart, and spoke to him with unusual severity, and showed what
it means to keep the sabbath. Works of mercy and necessity are allowable, but only those. It is the Lord's day, and not ours, and should
be used in reference to Him. We should be present in our place of
worship both morning and evening, whenever possible, and thank
God for the privilege.
When speaking to the ruler, the Lord Jesus referred to the woman
as being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan had bound these eighteen
years. What a picture of the sinner! Some have been bound by
Satan for a longer period, and have been saved by redeeming grace.
Hearing this miracle read at a service, a ~rl, eighteen years of age,
was awakened by the Holy Spirit to see her lost condition, and was
delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom
of God's dear Son (Col. i. 13).
... Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,'
Who like Thee His praise shall sing....

E. A. H.
"BORN OF THE SPIRIT" ..• "BORN AGAIN BY THE
WORD.".
AT the one hundredth annual meetings of the Trinitarian Bible Society
held in London, on April 28th last, the Rev. Cecil Lovely, B.A., a
former secretary of the Society, now Rector of St. Thomas's, Edinburgh,
gave addresses.
At the afternoon meeting he took as the basis of his address the
words, " Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Pet. i. 23).
We quote from the English Churchman's report. "Mr. Lovely
said that therein was the secret of the spread of the Word of God and
its effect upon the heart of man when God the Holy Spirit regenerated
the sinner, and planted that seed in his heart. All the laws of the
spiritual life were analogous with the laws of natural things. It was
very easy to talk of the millions of Bibles that had been circulated
or the millions of Testaments that had gone out into the world, and
people liked to think in large figures. But what would be the use of
taking a sack of wheat and scattering it on the streets of London ~
Would they expect those seeds to grow on the hard ground ~ Surely
not! Therefore the scattering of God's Word went for nothing unless
the Holy Spirit applied it to sinners, and caused it to grow and fructify.
Professor Huxley was a great advocate of the theory that all life sprang
from protoplasm, but before his death he had to confess that there
could be no life from anything that had not life in it. If life was to
be produced, the antecedent must be life. That process which took
place in the vegetable, the animal and the human, took place also in
the spiritual. 'Ye must be born again.' 'That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.' "

The Gospel Magazine

321

eonesponbrnu.
GOSPEL:BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-A diligent distributor writes: "I have to thank you
once more for the splendid parcel of literature you have sent us. It
is kind of you to think of us here in this corner. We gave out some of
the books last evening and all seemed glad to have them. The tracts
and booklets too are really enjoyed. A large part of the work consists
of visiting. We do not see much fruit so far, but perhaps the reaping
time has not yet come, but it will." Will our friends remember us in
prayer ~ The days are trying, the opportunities for good service great,
but the funds are small, and fresh help is needed.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol. June, 1931.

1Jrottstant JJeaCOR.
A DIGNIFIED PROTEST.
A DIGNIFIED protest against payment of tithe in view of illegal practices
in his Parish Church was recently made at Woodbridge County Court
by Mr. H. J. Cordle, of Chantry Farm, Orford, Suffolk.
The deputy Judge (Mr. W. Rowley Elliston) gave leave for the
objections to be stated, and Mr. Cordle said that his objection was not
against paying the tithe as such, or incapability of so doing, but on
the ground of the "Romish practices" in the Church. He had no
doubt that his honour was aware of the fact that the Church of England
was a Protestant Church, and was so called on the Statute Book,
and that every clergyman had to give his assent to the Thirty-nine
Articles of Religion and promised when conducting services to follow
the form in the Book of Common Prayer.
The defendant stated that in Offord Church at the service of Holy
Communion there took place serious deviations from the order of the
Prayer Book, and the following illegal points of the Roman Mass were
being practised:1. Lighted candles, not required for the purpose of giving light.
2. Eastward position. The vicar standing in such a position as to
hide the manual acts during the prayer of consecration.
3. The use of wafer bread, which was contrary to the rubric in the
Prayer Book, and had also been condemned as illegal by the Privy
Council.
It is not often that the Gospel is proclaimed in a Court of Law, but
Mr. Cordle in a few well-chosen words made clear why as a Christian
Protestant he made this protest. The claims of the Sacerdotal priest
denied the sufficiency of Christ's Sacrifice offered" once for all " upon
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the cross. There was no need of other sacrifices for sin, for by one
sacrifice the Lord Jesus Christ had finished the work of redemption.
It was because Anglo-Catholicism denied the one oblation of Christ
which was finished on Calvary that he made that protest.
The Judge, who listened attentively, then asked Mr. Cordle what he
intended to do. Mr. Cordle, after thanking his honour, replied that
he would not pay the tithe collectors, but was sending the cheque that
day to the Chancellor of the Exchequer with a covering letter.-The
Churchman's Magazine.
=======
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE ninety-sixth Anniversary of the opening of the Camberwell Home
was held on Thursday, June 4th. In the afternoon, when the Chapel
in the grounds was filled, the Rev, Henry Popham, of Eastbourne,
preached a sermon, which was much enjoyed by the friends, from
Romans i. 7, " Beloved of God, called to be saints.'.'
The evening meeting was presided over by S. W. Anderson, Esq.
The Secretary stated that there were now thirty-eight pensioners in
the Home, the oldest being 96 years of age, and the youngest 64. Six
aged pilgrims had passed to the Home above during the year. The
Chairman gave a brief address commenting on the work of the Society.
The meeting was also addressed by Revs. H. Atherton and H. Popham,
and Messrs. E. S. Marriott and J. C. Dennis.
The Committee will be glad to meet a good number of friends at the
Anniversary at Hornsey Rise on July 3rd. The Sale of Work will be
opened at 3 o'clock, and in the evening a 'service will be held in the
Chapel, the preacher being the Rev. William Thomson, B.D., M.B.
Services in the interest of the Society will be held (D.V.) on July 8th,
at Gurney Road, Stratford, at 7.30; Derby Road, Croydon, on the
15th at 7.30; and Homerton Row Chapel on the 23rd at 7.30.

Jltebie\1)s anll jl.oticts of 15oots.
BEHOLDING HIS GLORY. By George J. Carr. Pp. 16. Price 2d.
(To be had from the author, 7, Blenheim Place, Brighton, Sussex.)
This is a very excellent booklet written for believers and true to
the doctrines of grace, besides being written in a gracious spirit.
Suitable for enclosing in letters.
----We have received a copy of THE DAWN, which is described as" An
Evangelical and Mid-Monthly Magazine." The copy sent to us is
the May issue and it has been sent for review.
The Magazine is edited by D. M. Panton, B.A., and is now in the
eighth year of its existence. It is published monthly by Messrs.
Thynne & Co. Ltd., London, at 6d. a month. We regret to say that
there is much in the Magazine which does not appear to us in harmony
with the old Evangelicalism, but we refrain from exhaustive criticism.

