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OR, WOllDS OF SPIRI'fUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFOll'l'.

" Wbo comfortetb us in all our tribulatlon. that we may be able to comfort tbem which are in aDy
trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God,"-2 COR!NTIIIANS

i.'.

THE LORD STANDING WITH HIS PEOPLE.
" Notwithstanding the LORD stood with me, and strengthened me;
that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the
Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of
the lion."-2 TIMOTHY iv. 17.
WHEN the great apostle to the Gentiles wrote this Epistle, it is
thought that he was undergoing his second imprisonment in Rome.
Though from the human standpoint he was Nero's prisoner, he
realized that his imprisonment was the LORD'S appointment, and
hence he speaks of himself as "His prisoner" (chapter i. 8).
The apostle was suffering because of his faithfulness in preaching
that Gospel which his MASTER had sent him to make known.
(See 1 Cor. i. 17; 2 Tim. i. 12; ii. 9, 10.) On this occasion he
expected that his imprisonment would culminate in his martyr_
dom. He writes, "I am now ready to be offered, and the time
of my departure is at hand"; but he knew there was laid up
for him" a crown of righteousness" (chapter iv. 6-8).
Meanwhile he was greatly desirous that Timothy should come
to him. "Do thy diligence;" he says, "to come shortly unto
me." " Do thy diligence to come before winter" (chapter i. 4;
iv. 9, 21). As the winter was coming on the imprisoned apostle
felt the need of warmer clothing, and hence he writes, "The
cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring
with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments" (iv. 13).
,He felt .lonely at this time. Demas had forsakep. him. Others
had found it necessary to go elsewhere. "Only Luke," he says,
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"is with me," He was suffering, too, from the evil action of
others ': "Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil," "He
hath greatly withstood our words" (iv. 10, 11, 14, 15).
The apostle thus had feelings like ourselves. He longed for the
companionship of Timothy. He was concerned to have the companionship of books, and the comfort of additional clothing. He
felt keenly the antagonism of such a one as Alexander the coppersmith, and the loneliness due to the faithlessness of others. "All
they which are in Asia be turned away from me," he writes (i. 15).
In writing to his own son in the faith he unburdens his heart.
Yet amidst his heavy trials he encouraged himself in the LORD
his GOD. " !laD," he says, "hath not given us the spirit of fear;
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind"; "I know
Whom I have believed"; "I am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day."
" The LORD . . . will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom"
(i. 7, 12; iv. 18).
Coming now to the words which stand at the head of this
" Family Portion," we see that the apostle was able to bear testimony to the LORD'S presence, enabling grace, and delivering
power. He is referring to the beginning of his trial in the Roman
court of justice, and he says, at my first answer or defence, or
speech in defence of myself,no man stood with me. All men
forsook me. "Notwithstanding the LORD stood with me, and
strengthened me . . . and I was delivered out of the mouth of
the lion." The LORD Who had redeemed him with' His precious
blood, was His Companion, His Keeper, and His Deliverer. He
Who had gone into heaven and was on the right hand of GOD
was with His suffering servant. He knew all his sorrows and
could sympathize with him in all his trials. He had said to His
people, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world," and the apostle was now experiencing the fulfilment of
that gracious promise.
"The LORD stood with me," is the apostle's testimony. Let
us meditate specially on these words.
1. First, notice that the LORD stood with him when he was defending
himself in a court of justice.
The apostle was a prisoner in a heathen court of justice. The
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precise charges that were brought against him are not mentioned.
Some time previously, Nero, the Emperor, had set fire to the city,
and then laid the blame on "the suspected and hated Christians."
Paul seems to have been absent from Rome at that time, but it
is thought that his first trial on this occasion was" on the charge
of complicity in the conflagration." In any c!1se, it was no small
trial to stand before a heathen judge, in a heathen court, on some
charge which might have issued in his immediate condemnation
and death. "The LORD," however, "stood with him." That
was his comfort. He felt sustained by the consciousness of the
LORD'S presence. Unseen by mortal eyes Another was by the
side of the prisoner in the dock, and that Other was the LORD
JESUS, to Whom all authority in heaven and earth was given.
The LORD had said to His disciples, " Ye shall be brought before
governors and kings for My sake, for a testimony against them
and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought
how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that
same hour what ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but
the SPIRIT of your FATHER Which speaketh in you" (Matt. x. 18-20).
The LORD'S presence by His SPIRIT was promised, and the promise
was fulfilled in the apostle's case.
It may not be our lot to be prisoners for CHRIST'S sake in a
court of justice, but the need of His presence will be felt by us in
other circumstances, and we may be fully assured that the same
LORD Who was with Paul will be with us.
2. Secondly, notice that the LORD stood with him when all others
had forsaken him.
" At my first answer (or defence) no man stood with me, but
all men forsook me." It is thought that these words indicate
that no man came forward as his advocate. No lawyer would
plead his cause. They were afraid of identifying themselves with
him. The words, however, seem to indicate also that even many
of his professed Christian friends forsook him. "All men," he
says, "forsook me." The apostle was left entirely alone, so far
as human helpers and sympathizers were concerned. When the
LORD Himself was apprehended, we read, "Then all the disciples
forsook Him and fled" (Matt. xxvi. 56). So the apostle was
forsaken. Notwithstanding this, however, the apostle says, "The
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LORD stood with me." How truly faithful is our LORD and
SAVIOUR. He will never leave us, nor forsake us. We may
always count upon His presence. Of Him we may always say,
"The LORD is near." The LORD always stands by His people.
He stood with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, when they
were in the burning fiery furnace. Three men only were cast into
the furnace, but Nebuchadnezzar said, "Lo, I see four men loose,
walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the
form of the fourth is like the SON of GOD" (Dan. iii. 25).
The LORD stood by Daniel and " shut the lions' mouths" (Dan.
vi. 22). When Paul was in Corinth the LORD stood with him,
and said, "Be not afraid . . . for I am with thee." When he
was a prisoner in Jerusalem, "the LORD stood by him, and said,
Be of good cheer, Paul." So when he was nearly shipwrecked,
the angel of GOD stood by him and said, "Fear not, Paul . . .
GOD hath given thee all them that sail with thee" (Acts xviiL 9,10;
xxiii. 11; .xxvii. 23, 24).
All this is recorded for the comfort of the LORD'S family to-day.
He Who stood by Paul is "the same yesterday, and to-day, and
for ever." Hence He will assuredly stand by His people to-day.
He is a "Friend that sticketh closer than a brother."
3. Thirdly, the LORD stood by him to strengthen him.
The apostle may have been weakened by confinement, and by
his treatment in prison. He may have felt nervous and timid in
facing the Roman judge and the crowd who thronged the court.
In any case, the LORD stood with him and strengthened him.
Fresh vigour of body, mind and soul took possession of him in
his time of need. When writing to the Philippian saints during
his previous imprisonment, he said, "I can do all things through
CHRIST which strengtheneth me" (Phil. iv. 13). Now again the
power of CHRIST was resting upon him, and he was " strong in the
LORD and in the power of His might." Did the LORD JESUS
strengthen him? Will He not also strengthen His needy people
to-day? His love for the members of His mystical body is
unchangeably the same. Nothing shall separate them from His
love. "He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have
no might He increasethstrength." That is a promise which is
as true to-day as it was in the apostle's time. Without Qur being
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precisely in the same circumstances as the apostle we often, for
various reasons, feel weak and helpless in ourselves, and we feel
our need of fresh strength. To comfort our hearts it is written,
".They that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk and not faint" (see !sa. xl. 29-31).
4. Fourthly, the LORD stood with him to enable him to preach the
Gospel.
"That by me the preaching might be fully known." We read
" that it pleased GOD by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe"; and the apostle says, " My speech and my preaching
was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the SPIRIT and of power" (1 Cor. i. 21; ii. 4). In both
these passages the apostle refers to the preaching of the Gospel.
So ,in the passage we are considering, the preaching, no doubt,
refers to the preaching of the Gospel. The apostle was making
his defence in a court of justice, but he wove into his defence
a full proclamation of the Gospel of the grace of GOD. Strengthened with all might by GOD'S SPIRIT, he waxed bold and opened
his mouth with courage to make known the mystery of the Gospel.
It was a joy to the apostle to have been enabled before that
crowded court 'to testify the Gospel of the grace of GOD, and he
knew that it might please GOD to accompany the word with
regenerating power. The LORD stood with him, and strengthened
him to this end. Who knows what blessing may nave followed
the testimony thus given to the Gentiles who filled the ~ourt ~
May we, too, beDivinely strengthened, so that we may courageously seize opportunities for making known that Gospel which is
the power of GOD unto salvation to everyone that believeth.
5. Lastly, the LORD stood by him and delivered him.
" I was delivered," says the apostle, "out of the mouth of the
lion." The devil is likened to "a roaring lion," who seeks to
devour the people of GOD. No doubt the devil was at the bottom
of the false charges brought against the apostle, and from him the
apostle was delivered. Humanly speaking, death stared the
apostle in the face, but on this occasion the case against him broke
down, and he was delivered from death.
It was no new experience for the apostle to be delivered from
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death. In reference to another experience he says, "We would
not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to
us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength,
insomuch that we despaired even of life: but we had the sentence
of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but
in GOD which raiseth the dead: Who delivered us from so great
a death, and doth deliver: in Whom we trust that He will yet
deliver us" (2 Cor. i. 8-10).
In another Epistle he makes reference to persecutions and afflictions at Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra; "But," he says, "out of
them all the LORD delivered me" (2 Tim. iii. 11).
We read !:tow GOD "delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy
conversation of the wicked," and we further read that, "The
LORD knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and
to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished"
(2 Peter ii. 7, 9).
We are often in such circumstances that we do not know what
to do, or how to act for our deliverance, but, " The LORD knoweth
how to deliver the godly." Let that thought quell our anxious
fears. He has wisdom enough and power enough to deliver His
people from every trial, if it is His will that deliverance should
come to them.
The apostle's deliverance was only for a time. He knew that
ultimately martyrdom would be his portion, but he knew also that
even martyrdom would be a deliverance from every evil work,
and that ultimately he would enter CHRIST'S heavenly kingdom
(2 Tim. iv. 18).
The record of the apostle's experience is given for the comfort
of the LORD'S family. What the LORD was to the apostle He is
to all His true people. Hence we may expect Him to stand by us,
to strengthen us, and to deliver us. " Fear thou not," He says,
"for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy GOD: I
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).
" The hosts of GOD encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Deliverance He affords to all
Who on His succour trust.
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" 0 make but trial of His love!
Experience will decide,
How blest are they, and only they,
Who in His truth confide."
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Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas HotlfJhton).

"THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE."
A CHEERING TESTIMONY.
A NEW reader writes, under date May 16th last, " I feel I must send
you a letter expressing my appreciation of the Magazine you editTHE GOSPEL MAGAZINE. . . . I have just become a subscriber to it,
having had the numbers from the beginning of the year. I had no
idea of the existence of such a precious periodical, and shall look
forward to the coming of each number. The contributions of" Nettie "
I found very helpful. I also have noticed the name of Mr. Ormiston,
whom I once met with a friend many years ago when he ministered,
I think, somewhere in the north of London. I was a boy then. It
must be now sixty years ago. I may say that I am now in my 77th
year. As I look back upon my past there shines upon it the light of
God's sovereign grace. Goodness and mercy have followed me, and
He has said, ' I go to prep.are a place for you' and ' I will come again
and receive you unto Myself.'
" Forgive this rambling letter, but I did feel I wanted to let you
know that God's blessing has come to me bY' means of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE."
(We think there must be many others of God's family'who, like our
kind correspondent, are unaware of the existence of THE GOSPEL
MAGAZINE. May all our readers be stimulated to make known its
existence to others.-EDITOR.)

"BELOVED OF THE LORD."
2 THESSALONIANS ii. 13.
"How does it appear that the Lord loved them? Not for our
goodness; for there is badness enough in the best to set God's heart
against them. Their goodness is not the cause of God's love; but
His love is the cause of their goodness. He loved them, and chose
them before they were born to salvation: not to a mercy possible,
or hazardous salvation, which they might be disappointed of; but
to a complete and eternal salvation from sin, and misery its fruit,
and to the full enjoyment of all blessedness."-John Be1·ridge.
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THE OXFORD GROUP MOVEMENT.
IlL-THE TEACHING ON "SHARING" AND
CONFESSION.

"

" I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,. and Thou
forgavest the iniquity of my sin."-PsALM xxxii. 5.
"A MEMORANDUM on the Group Movement" says that "two
words" are "in common use amongst groups. One is 'listening'
and the other is 'sharing.''' In reference to "sharing," the
memorandum says, "This is a practice, adopted mainly at group
meetings, ot relating personal spiritual experiences for mutual
encouragement and help. It includes the Confession to the Group
of sins and shortcomings, which is carried at times to extreme
and embarrassing lengths." The Rev. C. M. Chavasse, Master of
St. Peter's Hall, Oxford, says, '" Sharing '-particularly 'sinsharing,' is a fundamental feature of the Movement's propaganda
and system." These two quotations are from opponents of the
Group Movement, but their statements are confirmed by friends Of
the' Movement. In other words a fundamental feature of this
movement is the practice of encouraging those who attend the
group meetings to confess their sins publicly to the whole meeting.
. We are told by another opponent of this movement that "The
Groupists confess the most debasing sins in public, sometimes to
mixed audiences, but more often to audiences of men only or of
women only." This is done" often quite glibly, and even boastc
fully, as if they were proud of their extreme wickedness; and this
they do again and again, thrilling or shocking their audiences as
the case may be. Frequently the eyes of young and innocent
people are opened to gross sexual sins of which they had no knowledge, and so doing incalculable harm to those whom, in their
blindness, they thought they were helping" (The Oxford Group
Movement, by J. G. Brown, pp. 46, 47).
Mr. Chavasse, in the address already quoted, says that the purpose of "the deep sharing of sin" is "to obtain release by public
confession." There is no doubt that the public confession of sin
at group meetings is an established custom. It is called a " shar-
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ing" of sins with others, and amongst the sins shared are sins of
a sexual nature. The Rev. E. W. Shepheard-Walwyn says, "This
confessing of one's faults in public, especially on sex matters, would
easily become morbid if the speakers did not at the same time tell
with enthusiasm how Christ had conquered the fault for them"
(article in The Record, Oct. 7th, 1932, p. 601).
Now we ask where in Scripture are Christian people taught to
gather in groups and confess their sins publicly to one another 1
We read of those who came to John's baptism that they" were
baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins" (Matt. iii. 6).
John preached the need of repentance in view of the coming of
the Messiah. Large numbers were convinced of their sins and
acknowledged and confessed their sins when being baptized.
Nothing is said about detailed confession of sin here. It would
appear to have been a voluntary and general acknowledgment that
they had sinned and they thus gave evidence of that repentance
which necessarily preceded their baptism. But this confession
of sin was not afterwards regularly repeated at group meetings.
Spontaneous acknowledgment of sin and a public profession of
faith in Christ before baptism is very different from the regular
habit at group meetings for the members to "share" their sins
with the company present.
We read in Acts xix. 18, 19, " And many that believed came, and
confessed, and showed their deeds. Many of them also which
used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them
before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it
fifty thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the Word of God
and prevailed."
The Word of God was brought home with such convicting power
upon many at Ephesus that they came voluntarily on that one
occasion, and confessed their wicked deeds. Some who had
practised magical arts brought their valuable books, which were
associated with their evil practices, and burned them before all
.men, and thus manifested the reality of the work of the Holy Ghost
in their hearts. This public confession, and this public act of burningevil books, was evidently perfectly spontaneous as the result of
the convicting and impelling work of the Holy Ghost. We do
not read that subsequently group meetings were held, and that it
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became the custom to insist on members regularly at such meetings
confessing in detail their sins to all who had assembled together.
Another passage which is quoted as justifying this group movement practice of confessing or sharing sin is James v. 16-" Confess
your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may
be healed." This injunction surely means that if I have wronged
my Christian brother I ought to acknowledge the wrong I have
done and apologize. This is a very different thing from the regular
practice of sin-sharing and confession at group meetings. No,
we feel that this practice is wholly unwarranted by Scripture. It
is a serious departure from the teaching of the Word of God.
It is a m~rcy if God by His Spirit convicts us of our sinfulness
and shows us the awful sinfulness, deceitfulness, desperate wickedness, and corruption of our hearts. Then it is that we are ready to
confess our sins not to one another, or to any group of people, but
to God against Whom we have sinned, and whose laws we have
broken. It is to Him that we are taught to confess our sins.
David said, " I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord;
and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin" (Ps. xxxii. 5).
The Apostle John wrote, "If we confess our sins, He (God) is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness" (1 John i. 9).
To the Lord our God alone belong mercies and forgivenesses.
To Him His people can confess their sins in detail without injury
to themselves or to others.
At the Reformation the Church of England was delivered from
the Romish Confessional. The Oxford or Anglo-Catholic Movement has re-introduced the Confessional, and the result is that
Auricular Confession to a so-called priest is again practised in a
large number of churches. Nqw, the Oxford Group Movement
is encouraging another form of confession-sin-sharing and confession of sins in detail at group meetings. We feel that the movement is a plain departure from Scripture teaching and practice,
and is therefore to be avoided.
SHARING AND THE TELLING OF EXPERIENCES.

What is called "sharing" includes not only the sharing or
confession of sins at group meetings, but "the relating of
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personal spiritual experiences for mutual encouragement and help."
The author of For Sinners Only says, "Half a dozen men
recording their religious experiences cause more heart-searching
and conviction than one man giving Christian advice" (p. 43).
Again, "Here were three-score or more young men . . . determined to follow Christ and proclaim Him wherever they went . ..
by the simple first-century method of narrating the story of their own
changed lwes, and reliance on the direction of the Holy Spirit"
(p. 92).
In reference to a group meeting in Indianapolis we read, "The
others told their stories, all different, all convincing, and sat down,
each of us following the simple practice of the early disciples, who
publicly witnessed to their own experiences and left the work of conviction to the Holy Spirit. After the service we were surrounded
by members of the congregation, who expressed deep interest in
what we had said to them, re-emphas~zing the Group contention that
an audience is always awaiting those who will tell the simple truth
about themselves for the spreading of Christ's kingdom" (italics ours,
p. 182).
In reference to group meetings at Louisville, the writer says,
" In the evenings we gathered for a united meeting. This began
with 300 and ended with 2,500. The theme was not preaching,
nor exhorting, but simple individual witness to what Christ had
done" (p. 184). A team of ninety persons conducted these meetings.
In connection with Calvary Episcopalian Church in New York,
where the Rev. Samuel Shoemaker is Rector, there is what is called
"a rescue mission." One evening the superintendent of this
mission brought up with him to Calvary Church "a hundred or
two men rescued by the mission from the streets of New York.
Instead of a sermon these men were invited to stand in their pews and
tell what contact with Christ had meant to them. . . . Men popped up
one after the other from all points of the front rows of pews and
rattled out their life stories. . . . At the end the invitation was given
to others to come forward to the altar (note the word" altar")
and dedicate their lives to the service of Christ, the Mender 01 Men.
. . . They walked boldly to the altar, and kneeling there, dedicated
their lives to God as though they were at Holy Communion" (pp.
213, 214).
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"The Oxford Group showed me . . . that to share is beUer
than to preach" (italics ours, p. 346). "All round the earth there
are bursts of Holy Spirit flame. The new world revival is surely
at hand, and coming to us in the same way that Christianity first
burst on a pagan world when Spirit-filled men, accused of being
full of new wine, went everywhere witnessing to their experience of
a risen Lord" (italics ours, p. 345).
We have given these quotations so that our readers may see for
themselves what is being taught on the subject of experience by
the leaders of this new movement. We would now point out
what seems to us to be the unscriptural character of this teaching.
1. First, t~'is teaching substitutes the narration of personal experience tor the preaching of the Gospel.
This is not only unwarranted by Scripture, but is directly contrary to its express injunctions. The great business of heaven-sent
messengers is to preach the Gospel of the grace of God. Our Lord
said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature" (Mark xvi. 15). We read of the apostles that they
ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ" (Acts v. 42). We
read of Philip that "he preached Christ unto them" (i:e., the
Samaritans), and that "he preached unto him (the eunuch)
Jesus" (Acts viii. 5, 35). We read of others that they" spake
unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus" (Acts xi. 20).
Peter describes the word sent unto the Children of Israel as
"preaching peace by Jesus Christ" (Acts x. 36).
The Apostle Paul says that he was separated from his mother's
womb and called by Divine grace that he might preach Christ
among the heathen (see Gal. i. 15, 16). Unto him was grace given
for the express purpose of preaching among the Gentiles "the
unsearchable riches of Christ" (Eph. iii. 8).
Again the Apostle Paul says, "Christ sent me not to baptize,
but to preach the Gospel." Hence he adds, "I determined not
to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified" (1 Cor. i. 17; ii. 2).
So desirous was the apostle to obey the Lord's command that he
said, " Necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach
not the Gospel! " (1 Cor. ix. 16).
Yet we are told that "to share is better than to preach," .and
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to "rattle out our own life stories" or to witness to our own
experience of a risen Lord was "the simple practice of the
early disciples who publicly witnessed to their own experiences,"
and that "the simple first-century method of narrating the story
of their own changed lives" is the way to proclaim or preach
Christ.
We venture to say that in none of the recorded sermons of the
apostles is there any narration of their own changed lives. Twice,
when the Apostle Paul was arraigned in court before human judges,
he defended himself against the false l charges of his enemies by
narrating his remarkable experience as a justification for his identifying himself with the despised Jesus of Nazareth, the eternal Son
of God. But in none of his recorded sermons does he draw attention
to himself or to his own experience. When he was converted we
read that" straightway he p'reached Christ in the synagogues, that
he is the Son of God" (Acts ix. 20). Not his own experience, but
Christ was the theme of his preaching. (See Acts xiii. 23, 38;
xvii. 2, 3; xviii. 5; xix. 10; xx. 24; xxviii. 23, 31.) So far from
preaching his own experience, he says, " We preach not ourselves,
but Christ Jesus the Lord" (2 Cor. iv. 5).
2. Secondly, it is taught that the way to spread Christ's kingdom
is to narrate our own experiences.
This, again, is in direct opposition to Scripture teaching. The
Apostle Paul says, " For after that in the wisdom of God the world
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness 0/ preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. i. 21).
Our Lord expected His kingdom to be spread by the preaching
of the Gospel, and it was thus that in apostolic times multitudes
were added to the Church. In Jerusalem, in J udea, in Samaria,
.and in the uttermost parts of the Roman Empire, the preaching of
the Gospel was the power which God used unto the salvation of
His people. The Gospel was preached. It came to hearers in
power, ;tnd in the Holy Ghost, and they were turned from darkness
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God.
The whole history of the Church throughout the Christian era
bears testimony to the fact that God has been gathering out His
people through the preaching of the. Gospel of His grace. Any
movement therefore which puts the preaching of the Gospel in
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the background, or substitutes for the Gospel the narration of
stories of personal experience cannot be of God,and we need to
beware of it.
No MENTION OF ATONING BLOOD.
There is grave reason to believe that even if the Group leaders
made preaching their chief business there would be a sad lack in
the preaching of the great truth of salvation through the blood
of the Lamb.
The book "For Sinners Only" contains 345 pages. When
reading it we made a point of noting every place where there was
any reference to Christ's death. On pages 30, 31, 42, 58, 60, 63
and 91, there are vague references to the cross of Christ, but not
once throughout the whole book is there a single mention ot the blood
ot Christ.
The Rev. R. Wright Hay, Secretary of the Bible League, says,
"I had a three hours' talk a few years ago with Dr. Buchman (the
founder of the Group Movement), seeking to get at what he really
believed himself, and at what his purpose was in connection with
this movement. . . . Never once during those ,three hours did Dr.
Buchman mention the blood of Christ. I have attended meetings
in connection with this Movement in which men who imagined that
they had received help through the Movement have given their
testimony. Not one of them, in my hearing, made any mention
of the blood of Christ" (Bible League Quarterly, January to March,
1933, p. 8).
An American writer (Mr. Harold T. Commons), who, after being
" actively associated with the Group for over three years," has now
finally severed his connection with it, says, "In all the talk of
surrender there is no mention made ot an atonement tor sin. This is
something entirely foreign to the New Testament, which stresses
from beginning to end the substitutionary death of Christ, and His
blood shed on the Cross for our sins, for' without shedding of blood
is no remission of sin.'" If we go to the New Testament we find
that the Apostle Paul speaks of the Church of God being" purchased
with His Own blood."
He speaks of " faith in His blood," being" justified by His blood,"
"redemption through His blood," "made nigh by the blood of
Christ," "peace through the blood of His cross."
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Petc1' speaks of "the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ,"
anq "the p~ecious blood of Christ."
John speaks of " the blood of Jesus Christ His Son" as that which
., cleanseth us from all sin." He speaks of God's people as being
washed" from their sins in His Own blood," as redeemed to God
by Christ's blood, of the saints overcoming "by the blood of the
Lamb," and of the whole company of the saved as being washed
and made white" in the blood of the Lamb." The Epistle to the
Hebrews speaks of "His Own blood," "the blood of Christ,"
"the blood of Jesus," "the blood of sprinkling," and" the blood
of the everlasting Covenant."
May we, dear readers, stand fast in "the blood theology" of the
old and eternal Gospel. May we not be moved away from it by
new and modern movements. May we still sing with Cowper,
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"There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.
"Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God,
Be saved to sin no more."
THE EDITOR.
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SUPPORTERS OF THE OXFORD (ROMISH) MOVEMENT.
IN reference to the Centenary of this evil movement an Anglo-Catholic
paper contains the following paragraph:
" I have been looking through the final programme for the Centenary
meetings in July, and I am impressed by the number of its distinguished
supporters. They include thirteen Bishops, of whom five are English
diocesans; three members of the Cabinet,and the leader of the Opposition in the House of Commons; seven peers and four Members of the
House of Commons; a Lord Justice of Appeal and four eminent
Counsel, three of whom are diocesan Chancellors; an Admiral of the
Fleet; an English and an American Rear-Admiral; Sir Herbert
Barker, the bone-setter; and, to set against Dr. Barnes, a Fellow of
the Royal Society, to say nothing of a wilderness of clerical and
University dignitaries."
(In spite of the above we would remind our readers of the inspired
injunction, "Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil" (Exod.
xxiii. 2).-Editor.)
20
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Many, 0 Lord my God, are Thy wonderful works which Thou hrut done,
and Thy thoughts which are to usward: they cannot be reelconed up
in order unto Thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are
more than can be numbered."-PsALM xl. 5.
WHO of God's children does not love to sing that sweet hymn which
includes the verse,
"Ere Thine Own Hands had made
The sun to rule by day,
Or earth's foundations laid
Or fashion'd Adam's clay,
Wl1at thoughts of peace
And mercy flow'd
In 'fhy dear Bosom,
o my God I"

They conclude, with, dear Kent, as lost in wonder, love and praise in
the contemplation. "Oh! fathomless abyss, oh! hidden mystery."
Let us, as the ;Holy Spirit en<lobles us and guides us graciously in our
meditation, seek for a little time to dwell upon the thoughts of God, as
revealed in the Holy Scriptures, and those" thoughts" which have
been ever toward His people.
The sweet Psalmist of Israel sings, " Many, 0 Lord my God, are Thy
wonderful works which Thou hast done, and Thy thoughts which are
to usward." "Many" and" wonderful" indeed; for in the Divine
Mind every work was to serve and subserve the Great Work of Redemption which should transcend all other. That was Jehovah's mighty
work and chiefest of His " very deep" thoughts.
Our text guides us to this consideration-for as David says, these
"many" and" wonderful" works and thoughts of Jehovah were to
"usward." "The earth hath He made for the children of men," and
it was His purpose that a people should be gathered out of all nations,
kindreds and peoples " in the fulness of time" when their Redeemer
s.hould come and do away with all the types, shadows and ordinances
which had set Him forth Who was the Law Fulfiller, the Perfect
Sacrifice, the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world in the mind
and purpose of Jehovah. In Him, His F<lother's "thoughts" were
" 'Q.sward," even towards us who lay dead in trespasses and sins,and
could in no wise help nor recover ourselves, enemies to grace and to
God. Oh, the amazing love and pity that even then all Jehovah's
" thoughts" for us, were" thoughts of peace." But that was because
they were all as viewed in their Hiding-Place, safe in the Rock of Ages,
redeemed by the precious blood and reconciled to God. God's
" thoughts" from all eternity were always pure and unsullied Holiness,
nor did a thought ever cross His Divine mind which could be subject
to change, since His way, His work, His will, His purposes, His
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thoughts are perfect. As He thought, so He acted. As He willed, so it
came to pass, and as the ages rolled on, He fulfilled His purposes. For
"Our God is not a God of afterthoughts
No unforeseen vicissitudes surprise,
Perplex or hinder His matured designs."
These are deep mysteries, but the Scriptures ~ssure us, "But He is
of one mind and who can turn Him ~ " (Job xxiii. l~). 0 the marvel
to you and me, fellow-sinner, is, that He could declare in spite of all to
the contrary, "For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end" (Jer.
xxix. 11). And it is thus He delights in revealing His purposes of love.
He is "God and not man" to our mercy and salvation. "For My
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith
the Lord" (Isa. Iv. 8).
Oh, no wonder that David and every redeemed subject of Divine
grace must needs exclaim, " 0 Lord, how great are Thy works and Thy
thoughts are very deep" (Ps. xcii. 57). Those" very deep" thoughts
of Divine love are unfathomable. God's love is an ocean without
bottom or shore. We cannot explain it. How much is wrapped up
in that word Because!
" Because the Lord loved you" (Deut. vii. 8).
It is "darkness to our intellect, but sunshine to our hearts," as
dear Bonar wrote.
Dwelling upon this great mystery of the love of our incarnate God,
the Father's" thoughts" are to us indeed" precious." Yes, Jehovah's
thoughts from all eternity are precious toward us, as He viewed His
well-beloved Son in the ages to come, putting Himself under the law
to fulfil every jot and tittle of it for righteousness' sake, and to free
thereby a multitude of law-cursed sinners who must otherwise have
perished. He, in the sinner's stead, the Just for the unjust, was made
the Surety for His people. Oh, these were indeed" precious" thoughts
which engaged the Divine mind, which first began the glorious
scheme of redemption's plan, and which are now the heritage of every
redeemed son and daughter of the Lord God Almighty! "Since thou
wast precious in My sight thou hast been honourable and I have loved
thee: therefore will I give men for thee and people for thy life"
(Isa. xliii. 4).
You know something of these" precious thoughts," dear reader!
Your soul is sometimes" bowed down beneath a load of sin," and then,
whilst weeping tears of godly contrition,
"Believing you rejoice,
To see the curse remove,
You bless the Lamb with cheerful voice
And sing redeeming love."
Some " precious" thought of the Word is brought home to your
heart with power, and "or ever you were aware," your soul was
transported with joy. A quotation of a humble-hearted correspondent
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.bears out this statement, and our readers will set their seal to the truth
of such like experience. "I want to tell you of God's wonders and
kindness to me. With you, I always try to pray for a special word
to start the New Year with, and how wonaerful I have felt this to be
as the last few hours of another year came, and the words of 1 Peter
i. 8 followed me: "Whom having not seen ye love." I could say
from the depths of my heart, Lord, Thou knowest that I do love Thee.
Thy Name is so precious and sweet.
Now to have the sweet words more explained I get down a volume
of dear Joseph Irons' sermons, and to my great delight, and not knowing it was there, I found a sermon on those words! The very text, and
a lovely sermon to confirm the precious truth to my soul! It was holy
joy, and my soul went out in praise to Him for sending the sweet truth.
But more, when the February GOSPEL MAGAZINE arrived, and, oh, how
grandly dear Mr. Houghton opened with the same words, and, oh, how
favoured I was to have another sermon on them ! "
Nor can I forbear quoting from a second letter to hand from Ireland.
The beloved correspondent writes, "I feel that for the glory of God
I must just let you know how cheering and confirming your sweet and
precious article for April has been to me. Having been through a
similar experience to yours about a fortnight ago, and our loving
Heavenly Father having definitely spoken to me through the very same
passage (1 John ii. 24-29), you can imagine my joy on opening the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE and lighting on your article." These things belong
to our gracious Heavenly Father, and we say, " not unto us, 0 Lord,
not unto us, but unto Thy Name be all the glory." We have nothing
we did not receive, and all the glory is His-whilst such like testimonies
from time to time just stir us up and encourage us to believe our
"labour is not in vain in the Lord." It has been God's thought['l
toward the writer and reader. The word dropped into the heart by
the ministry of the Holy Spirit; the pen guided to write it, and the
heart of some unknown are at a distance made glad! All glory be to
our God! "Lo these are parts of His ways" (Job xxvi. 14), and how
often a mourning, lonely, cast-down child of God has reason to say,
" there is a lifting up " for" poor and needy," as I feel myself to be, my
God has thought upon me for good and revived me. "The Lord
thinketh upon me." And what a thinking is that! "Thinketh" with
purposes of love, supporting grace, returning favour and ultimate
deliverance! "Thinketh" only" thoughts of peace and not of evil."
And" thinketh " with Divine p'tty and compassion and unchangeab}e,
unquenchable Love. How graciously He gives His People to prove all
this in His loving-kindness and tender mercy. How compassionately,
" when He putteth forth His sheep, He goeth before," and proves to
them how He had been thinking of and for them and meeting them with
a blessing. I remember reading of a gracious man who when stationed
at Portsmouth attended the ministry at the Circus Church under the
Rev; J. C. Martin. He was so blessed under it that it was his one joy
to be there at the services, where, to use his own words, " he had many
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a melting time, and shed tears like Mary did when:sitting at Jesus' feet."
He lacked the full assurance of his salvation and therefore the joy,
although it made no difference to his eternal safety in Christ. But he
went about, as he used to say, " on dear John Newton's crutches," and
that was" all that the Father giveth Me, shall come to Me and him
that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out." Being poor in this
world's goods, he thought he might be able to live at less expense in
the country, and although with real sorrow of heart to leave the Circus
Church, he removed into Somersetshire. He there· went to hear the
beloved Rev. J. M. Sangar, and, to his astonishment, Mr. Sangar took
his" crutches" for his text! As he heard him read John, vi. 37, he
was so overcome he thought he would have fallen from his seat, and he
afterwards said, " Oh, how the dear man did preach to my heart, or
rather the Lord preached through him! Oh, it was a melting time,
a time or help to my poor soul, and I felt that I should never doubt Him
again."
That was again the gracious way in which the Lord proved how He
was thinking" thoughts of peace and not of evil" to His poor doubting
servant, and all children of grace can bear witness to the same experience in one way or another when they have proved it to be His thinking
upon them for good and to give them some gracious lift by the way.
The marvel is to you and me, beloved, that He never thinks anything but well of us! He sees us in our glorious Surety. He looks
upon us in His Well-Beloved Son! And He never changes from His
purpose to do us good in our latter end. It may be that we are slow
to learn our lesson; and that we kick and rebel and chafe against our
afRiction. But He still " thinketh " thoughts of everlasting kindness,
and little by little He brings down our rebellious wills, stays o~r proud
spirits, and speaks Peace be still.
.
The proudest waves obey His will. The Lord rides on in unhurried
Majesty unmoved, unchanged for all my restless perturbation or my
sinful fears, and He with those "thoughts of peace and not of evil,"
knows how the blessed " afterward " of sanctified affliction will yield
"the peaceable fruits of righteousness" to the now exercised soul.
He sees the end from the beginning, and knows just how His servant
will be brought down, quieted, settled and satisfied with the perfect
and sweet will of his Heavenly Father, " when He hath tried me," as
Job said.
Oh, think of the mercy, fellow-believer! Dwell upon it, beg of the
Holy Spirit to bless you in the contemplation that is wrapped up in the
great mystery of love Incarnate, that God's thoughts should be upon
you and me! ." Usward." "Thy thoughts which are to usward."
"Toward." "I know the thoughts that I think toward you."
"Upon." "I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me."
Those Divine thoughts are numberless. "They cannot be reckoned
up in order to Thee" (Ps. xl. 5). They are" very deep" (xcii. 5).
They are likewise" precious" unto the believer (cxxxix. 17). They
are not like our thoughts. They are high as the heavens above the
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earth (Isa.lv. 8-9). The enemies of Him and His people neither know
nor understand them (Micah iv. 12). They are all thoughts of unutterable peace to His blood-bought, redeemed children. Yes! all thoughts
of peace for them, and never once against them, and all for Jesus' sake.
R.
FALLING BIRTH-RATE OF ENGLAND.
BISHOP OF EXETER AND HIS CRITICS.

"WRITING in the Exeter Diocesan Gazette for May, the Bishop of
Exeter replies to critics of his article in the April issue on the decline
of the birth-rate. He writes:" , I apparently took away the character of France. Her birth-rate
is now above our own. To our shame it must be said we are now
holding, with the exception of Sweden, the record of the lowest birth"
rate. For Ehglandand Wales it is 15,3, while France is 17,4, Italy
24,7, Japan 28·2, and the Irish Free State 19·3. That is to say, that
for every 15 babies that are born in England, 24 are born in Italy.
I had no idea when I wrote the article that the case against England
was so serious.
" , Already many of the schoolmasters are out of work. The smaller
birth-rate is, in their case, beginning to tell. In 1911 we built schools
and made preparations to educate teachers for 24 children to every
1000 of our population. In 1931, when we had under 16 children
for every 1000 of the popUlation, it meant that there were about
one-third less children to educate. Therefore, one-third of the schoolmasters must fail to get work. What is happening to schoolmasters
must happen to many other trades, especially as locally the fall is
much greater, because the 16 children per 1000 would include all the
great Irish population in England, who are still having big families.
The Devonshire rate is down to 13·4, which means that the Devonshire
population is slightly decreasing. Individual towns are decreasing
quite distinctly. At Barnstaple, for instance, the births do not equal
the loss through death. The actual loss in various places may be
cloaked by a movement of popUlation, but the facts which the figures
reveal are that, while Italy and Japan are vigorous, growing populations, we are stationary and will soon be diminishing. . . .
" , The great test of whether a thing is right or wrong is whether
you would wish it done to yourself. "As ye would men should do
unto you even so do unto them." How many people do you know
who say, conscientiously, " I wish I had never been born"? I have
tried to think of anyone of my acquaintance who would say it. I
cannot think of anyone. If there is anybody it would be one or two
children who ruined their lives by folly. . . . Look at a school full
of children. Do you really believe that anyone wishes some of those
children had not been born? Ask parents of large families-and there
are still a few left. I never found a mother who wanted any of her
children to die.' "-The Times, May 19th, 1933.
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THE GREAT SALVATION.
REPORT OF A SERMON DELIVERED BY THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON
(l!1DI'rOR OF " THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE "), AT THE ONE HUNDRED AND
TWENTY-SIXTH ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF THE AGED PILGRIMS'
FRIEND SOCIETY, HELD AT CAXTON HALL, CAXTON STREET,
WESTMINSTER, S.W.I., ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON, MAy 5TH, 1933.
J' How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ?-HEBREWS ii. 3.
THE text from which I propose to speak to you this afternoon is a
very short one and is found in the second chapter of the Epistle to
the Hebrews; it is part of the third verse: "How shall we escape,
if we neglect so great salvation ~ "
When first I received the letter from Mr. Flegg asking me to preach
this afternoon at this service, the thought came into my mind that an
appropriate text for this gathering this afternoon would be some text
relating to pilgrims to Zion, or some text relating to the household of
faith, or to the poor saints belonging to God's family, and I chose a
text that I thought might be suitable; hut then it occurred to me that
probably the text that I had .chosen had often been preached from
before at this gathering or at some other gathering of the Aged
Pilgrims' Friend Society, so I thought perhaps it would be better if
I struck out on a new line altogether. I have therefore taken the text
tha.t I have just read to you: "How shall we escape, if we neglect
so great salvation ~ "
This text, I suppose, has often been quoted as if it applied only or
altogether to unconverted persons; but I propose to show you this
afternoon that, if the text is carefully examined in its context, it will
be seen that it is a question that is applic.able to all pilgrims to Zion,
whether they be aged or otherwise. We need to remember, I think,
that "all Scripture is given by inspiration of God" and all Scripture
" is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, that the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works." Strictly speaking, we ought not to
have favourite texts or chapters if, by having such texts or chapters,
we concentrate our thoughts entirely upon those portions and neglect
the other portions of God's Word. Every part of Scripture is inspired
by the Holy Ghost, and we can get some profit from every part, though,
of course, some portions are more profitable and helpful than others.
I make no apology, therefore, for speaking to you this afternoon on
this text. It is a portion of the Word of the living God, a portion of
that Word which is inspired by the Holy Ghost.
As I have already hinted, the text I have chosen is a question that
is addressed not to unconverted people, though it may have a bearing
on them, but it is addressed to the people of God. We need, when
we read God's Word; to notice the pronouns, and we have a pronoun
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in this text. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation 1 "
Who are the "we"? That is a question which I think we need to
ask in connection with texts of Scripture. Who are the "us" for
example, when we read in the Epistle to the Galatians, " Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us"?
When we come to look at the passage we see that evidently the apostle
is writing to the Church of God or the Churches of God in Galatia, and
they and others like them were the people who had been redeemed from
the curse of the law, because the Lord Jesus Christ was made a curse
for them.
Now, if we look at the whole of the Epistle to the Hebrews-I am
not going to read the whole epistle-we shall find many passages
which will help us to understand who the" we " are in ourtext-" How
shall we escape?" First of all, the" we " of whom the apostle speaks
are persons who can say, in the words of the fourth chapter, the fourteenth verse,' " Seeing then that we have a great High Priest, that is
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast .our
profession. For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like
as we are, yet without sin." They are a people who have a great
High Priest in heaven. They are people who are represented by Him
in heaven, a people for whom He makes intercession, a people for
whom He is an Advocate with the Father. And why does Headvocate
their cause 1 Because they are His people, they are members of His
body, of His flesh, of His bones.
Then if we look in the sixth chapter and the eighteenth verse we find
another reference to the "we." There we read: "That by two
immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us: which hope we have as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and stedfast." The" we," then, are people who have fled
for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before them. And to whom have
they fled 1 Surely to the Lord Jesus Christ. They have fled to Him.
They have felt what sinners they were, how much they needed a
mighty Saviour to rescue them from hell and to bring them to heaven,
and they have fled for refuge to Him, to lay hold upon the hope set
before them. They are hopeful people,because they are looking for
that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of our great God and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.
When we come to the tenth chapter and the tenth verse we find
that the" we " referred to in our text are a people who have been
sanctified. "By the which will we are sanctified, through the offering
of the body of Jesus Christ once for alL" They are sanctified, set
apart by the Holy Ghost, regenerated by the Spirit, brought into the
narrow way that leads to heaven, sanctified through the offering of
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Then if we look in the last verse of the same chapter we have another
description of the" we." "But we are not of them who draw back
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unto perdition, but of them that believe to the saving of [the soul."
The final description would bear upon the title of this Society and
upon the people whom this Society helps. . The thirteenth and fourteenth verses of the thirteenth chapter have these words: ' " Let us
go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.
For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come."
The people, then, referred to in our text are the pilgrims to Zion.
They are looking for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and
maker is God. They are pilgrims. And so, dear friends, the words
of the text are applicable to all the Lord's people: the aged pilgrims,
the Christian friends who help to support the aged pilgrims, the Committeeand the Treasurers of this Society, and the preacher-all the
people of God, all who have been sanctified by the Holy Ghost and have
been brought to trust in the precious blood and righteousness of our
Lord Jesus Christ. All these people are comprehended in the words:
" How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation? "
Now, keeping this thought in mind, I propose to ask your attention
to three things suggested by the words of the text. First of all, let us
think of the salvation which the Lord's people are warned not to
neglect; secondly, let us think of some of the ways in which they may
be guilty of neglecting this great salvation; and then, lastly, let us
think of the danger of neglecting this great salvation. "How shall
we escape, if we neglect so great salvation? "
The teaching to which I propose to draw your attention this afternoon, about the great salvation, is largely set forth in this epistle
itself-the Epistle to the Hebrews-though I am not going to confine
myself to this epistle.
First of all, let 'Us think of this salvation, which is described as a great
salvation-" How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation 1 "
There is such a thing as temporal salvation. Supposing you are exposed
to any danger this afternoon or this evening and get home safely, you
will have reason to thank God that you have got safely home. Sometimes a Christian man may fall into a river and be saved from drowning,
or a Christian man may be exposed to death in some other way and
through the mercy of God he may be saved. He would rightly thank
God for such a salvation, such a temporal salvation. The children of
Israel praised the Lord for a wonderful salvation from the power of
Pharaoh when the Lord caused the sea to divide asunder and they
were able to pass over on dry ground, whereas all their enemies perished,
sinking like lead in the mighty waters.
.
But, dear friends, all temporal salvation is as nothing compared to
the salvation of which this text speaks. This is a great salvation
because it saves from a great hell and brings to a great heaven. It
saves great sinners and makes them white in the blood of the Lamb.
It brings them to great glory and great blessillgs. It is a salvation
which has its origin in the great God. It is the salvation of God. It
is the salvation which involved the death of the Son of God. "He
humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of
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the oross," in order that the sinners whom He represented when He
died on the Cross might be delivered from the wrath to oome. It is
a salvation whioh teaohes the sinner when he is in the horrible pit of
sin, and lifts him out and sets his feet upon a rook and establishes his
goings. It is the salvation that requites the power of the Holy Ghost
to bring the sinner from death to life, from darkness to light, from the
broad way that leads to destruotion into the narrow way that leads
to life. It is a salvation that was prooured at a great prioe. "Ye
were not redeemed with oorruptible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain oonversation reoeived by tradition from your fathers; but
with the preoious blood of Christ." Dear friends, if we here this
afternoon, or the greater part of us, know what it means to have been
saved by the graoe of God, we need to thank God, every day of our
lives, that we have been saved. I have been muoh oppressed myself
reoently by the thought: "Why is it that I am amongst the saved
people of God ~ I am no better than anybody else. My sins deserve
eternal death just as muoh as the sins of others." It is the graoe of
God that has saved you. "By graoe are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God." It is no oredit
to you if you are saved; it is no oredit to you if you are on the way
to heaven. It is due to the rioh meroy of God-for He is rich in tender
compassion and mercy-if, as the apostle says, God in His rich mercy
and in His great love wherewith He loved you, even when you were
dead in sins, has quickened you together with Christ and saved you by
His grace. This salvation, then, is a great salvation.
Then if we look at the fifth ohapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
the ninth verse, we find it is called" eternal salvation." We read
there that our Lord Jesus Christ "became the Author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him." It is an eternal salvation.
You might be saved from some form of bodily danger to-day and you
might not escape it to-morrow, but this salvation is eternal; it is
abiding. If onoe you are saved by the graoe of God you are saved
for ever. You will never be lost if once you are saved by God's mercy
and grace. I do not say you will not sin. I do not say you may not
have to humble yourselves frequently before God for your failings and
shortoomings. I do not say that you will not deserve to be cast off.
But our Lord Jesus Christ says: "All that the Father giveth me
shall come to me: and him that oometh to me I will in no wise cast
out." "My sheep hear My voioe, and I know them, and they follow
me: and I give unto them eternal life ; and they shall never perish"they shall never perish-" neither shall any man pluok them out of
My hand." So then it is an abiding salvation, an abiding salvation.
" God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life "-a life that goes on for ever. It is everlasting life, and there is
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus-no oondemnation.
They are delivered for ever from the penalty of their sins; they are
justified freely by God's graoe through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus.
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Then, thirdly, this salvation is a salvation of which the Lord Jesus
Ohrist is the Author. We read in the fifth chapter of the Epistle to
the Hebrews, the ninth verse, "He became the Author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey Him." The word" Author" in
that verse might be translated" Cause." l' He became the Cause of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him." And how is He the
Cause of eternal salvation ? Well, why did He come into the world?
He came into the world to save sinners. Why was He named Jesus?
Because He was to save His people from their sins. Why did He
become incarnate? In order that He might go to the Cross, in order
that He might bear the sins of His people in His own body on the
tree, that they, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness.
He came down from heaven, dear friends, in order that, through His
obedience unto death, all that trust in Him might not perish but have
everlasting life. He and He alone is the Cause of the salvation of
God's people. "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved." He says: "I am the Door: by Me if any man enter in
he shall be saved." There is no salvation apart from the Lord Jesus
Christ, the eternal Son of God, and we shall never be able to fathom
the depths of the love of the eternal Son of God in coming down from
heaven and uniting to Himself a human nature in order that He might
be wounded for the transgressions of His people and bruised for their
iniquities, so that by His stripes they might be healed and saved in
the Lord with an everlasting salvation. The Lord Jesus Christ, then,
is the cause of this great salvation.
Then, fourthly, this salvation is a salvation which is enjoyed and
experienced by faith. We read in the tenth chapter of the Epistle to
the Hebrews, the thirty-ninth verse, "We are not of them who draw
back unto perdition, but of them that believe to the saving of the soul."
The salvation, then, is appropriated and experienced 'by faith. As
the apostle said: "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." We read in the Acts of the
Apostles that the Apostle Peter said: "To Him give all the prophets
witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive
remission of sins." And what is remission of sins but salvation? If
my sins are remitted, then I am delivered from the penalty of sin
and I am saved through the work of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul preached the same doctrine when he said in his
sermon at Antioch in Pisidia: "Be it known unto you therefore, men
and brethren, that through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by Him all that believe are justified from all things."
When the jailer, deeply conscious of his sin and of his peril, cried:
" What must I do to be saved? " the apostle said: "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." And so I take it that
every poor sinner in like circumstances, who is conscious of his sins
and desires to be delivered from their penalty, is assured by the word
of God that, if he trusts in the blood and righteousness of the Lord
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Jesus Christ, God will say to him: "I have blotted out, as a thick
cloud, thy transgressions, and as a cloud thy sins. Thy sins, which
are many, are forgiven thee. Thy sins I will remember no more."
This salvation, then, is enjoyed and appropriated when the sinner is
led by the Holy Ghost to rely only upon the Lord Jesus Christ, to trust
only in Him, and when he is able to say:" Not the labo'urs of my hands
Can fulfil Thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save" and Thou alone."
Then a further point about this great salvation is that it is accompanied by spiritual fruit. We have that suggested in the sixth chapter
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the ninth and tenth verses. "But,
beloved, we' are persuaded better things of you, and things that
accompany salvation, though we thus speak. For God is not unrighteous
to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have showed toward
His name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister."
Here is one of the things that accompany this salvation. If I am
saved, then I shall love the brethren. "We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love the brethren." So, if I am really
saved, this will accompany- my salvation. I should manifest love to
the saints; I should manifest love to the aged pilgrims. Those who
were the means of founding this Society were themselves saved. They
were themselves pilgrims to the heavenly Zion, and they were filled
with love and sympathy for their aged fellow Christians. Hence they
founded this Society, and it exists to-day as the result of the things
which acoompany salvation. Dear friends, if there is no fruit then
there can be no root. If there is no fruit in the life, we may depend
upon it that the heart is wrong. If we have a new.heart and a new
spirit, then the fruits that accompany salvation will be more or less
manifest in our lives.
We have seen that this is a great salvation, that it is a salvation
that is eternal in its duration, that it is a salvation of which Christ
is the cause, that it is a salvation which is appropriated by faith, and
that it is a salvation which is accompanied by love to the brethren,
love to the household of faith. It is also a salvation which has a special
privilege not enjoyed by anybody else but the members of God's family.
And what is that privilege ~ Let me give it to you out of the first
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the thirteenth and fourteenth
verses: "But to which of the angels said He at any time, Sit on My
right hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool Are they not
all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation ~ ". Here is one of the privileges of those who are
saved: the angels are sent forth to minister to them, to minister to
the heirs of salvation. There are many instances of that in the Bible..
Take the case of Elisha. When the Syrian army was sent to surround

IJ
\!
I·

~,

'. '.~

\\

t

(

J

~

I

"":'
.1~

I
I
'I

f

The Gospel Magazine

303

the city of Dothan, in which Elisha was living, his servant got up in
the morning and saw that the city was surrounded by the Syrian army.
He said: "Alas, my master! how shall we do 1" And Elisha prayed:
" Lord, open his eyes," and when his eyes were opened he saw that
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.
.. The Hosts of God encamp around
The dwellings of the just;
Deliverance He affords to all
Who on His succour trust."
Cornelius was prompted by an angel to send for Peter. An angel
came and delivered Peter from prison, and Peter said: "Now I know
of a surety that the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me
out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people
of the 'Jews." Paul was able to say, when he was nearly shipwrecked
in the Mediterranean, " There stood by me this night the angel of God,
Whose I am, and Whom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul . . . God hath
given thee all them that sail with thee."
Now the angels do not manifest their presence to-day as they did in
those days, but they are there all the same, though we do not see them,
and there is no doubt from this passage I have read to you that the
angels are ministering spirits to the heirs of salvation. Oftentimes,
no doubt, we are delivered from danger and directed in the course
we ought to take partly through the ministration of angelic beings.
But, most of all, we read in the thirty-fourth Psalm: "The angel of
the Lord"-Who I understand to be the Second Person of the Trinity
-" encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth
them."
And now a closing thought on that head is that this salvation is
a salvation which will be consummated when the Lord comes back again.
The Lord Jesus Christ is coming back again. A day is coming when
the Lord, Who is now at the right hand of the Majesty on high, our
great High Priest, will " descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in
Christ shall rise first." Then we who are alive at that time will be
changed and will be caught up. All the aged pilgrims and the young
pilgrims will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall
they ever be with the Lord.
Now the Epistle to the Hebrews says in the ninth, chapter, the
twenty-eighth vers~: "Unto them that look for Him shall He appear
the second time, without sin, unto salvation." We have salvation
now ina measure. Salvation is partly enjoyed now and continuously
enjoyed by the saving power of our Lord Jesus Christ, but its fulness
is yet to come, and then in thatday the Lord's people, when they see
the face of Him Who loved them and gave Himself for them, will say:
"Lo, this is our God; We have waited for Him. This is the Lord;
we will rejoice in His salvation." Now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed; the night is far spent; the day is at hand; and
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then salvation in its fulness will be the portion of all the redeemed
people of God. That is the hope of the Church. That is our comfort
in these days of darkness, in these days of economic depression, in the
many troubles that come to the nation and to individuals. The great
hope of the Church is that the Lord is coming back again to welcome
all His people into heavenly glory. "I will come again," He says,
" ~,nd receive you unto Myself; that where I am there ye may be
also."
Now let us notice briefly how this great salvation may be neglected.
Evidently there is a danger, from the language which is used. "How
shall we escape, if we neglect "--Dr "are careless of "-" so great
salvation ~" I am going to suggest three ways in which we may
neglect or be careless of this salvation.
First of all, we may neglect this salvation by neglecting or being careless
of the God Who is its Author. Remember the words which the Lord
uses in the Book of Jeremiah concerning His ancient people. He says:
"Cana maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire ~ yet My people
have forgotten Me days without number." Does not that suggest,
dear friends, that the Lord's people may be guilty of forgetting the
God Who has saved them ~ They may be guilty of being so absorbed
in worldly business-I am not saying that the business is wrong in
itself-'---so absorbed in even right pleasure, so absorbed in the riches
and pleasures of this life, that God is to some extent crowded out and
forgotten and neglected. Is not that true ~ It is true of myself;
I am not speaking to you, dear friends, merely. I feel when I preach
a sermon that I need the sermon myself just as much as the people
who are listening to me. I am just like yourselves, and so I need the
Word of God to stir me up, to stir me up to walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith I am called.
Now are not we /loll prone to neglect prayer, to neglect to draw near
to Him Who is the God of salvation, the Source of our salvation ~ Is
not it true that large numbers of Christians-that all Christians more
or less-do not give themselves sufficiently to prayer ~ Perhaps they
rise latl1 in the morning, or go to bed so late at night that they are
not able to get up sufficiently early in the morning, and they rush off
to their business without having sufficient time to draw near to the
Throne of Grace, that they may obtain mercy and. find grace to help
in time of need. We need to pray not only early in the morning, when
we rise, but without ceasing. We need to pray when we are walking
along the streets, when we are in the train, when we are at our business.
Frequently we need to pause and offer ejaculatory prayers for guidance,
for strength, for grace, for God's keeping power. But how often it
happens that some of the Lord's own people may neglect prayer and
neglect conscious communion with the Author of their eternal
salvation!
Then we may neglect this great salvation by neglecting the Book which
has salvation f01' its theme. The Word of God is described by the
Apostle Paul as "the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee
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wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." There
is no book in the world that can tell us of the salvation of God unless
it borrows from the Word of God itself. This Book alone is the Book
that is able to make us wise unto salvation, and I do not think any of
us yet know all about God's salvation. Perhaps we have been studying
the Bible for fifty or sixty or even more years, but I think we have not
yet finished our spiritual education. It seems to me that the salvation
of God, this great salvation, will be a theme in the knowledge of which
we shall develop even in heavenly glory. It seems to me that it is
possible that we may find there are such depths in God's Word and
in the truth concerning this great salvation, when we get to glory,
that we shall be ages finding out new things about this salvation. At
any rate, we cannot fathom the love of Christ. We need to pray
that we may know more and more of that love of Christ which passeth
knowledge, that we may know more of its height and its depth and
its breadth and its length. It seems to me that it will take eternity
for us to get to know more and more of it. And so, dear friends, do
not imagine that you know all about this salvation. There are a great
many things in the Bible that probably you have not yet found out.
Probably you do not read the Bible as much as you ought to do, but,
if you read it every day of the week and every week of the year and
continue to read it, there will still be found new things in it. There
will not be new truths, but your apprehension of the truth will grow
as you meditate on the Word of God day and night. The godly man's
f'delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law doth he meditate
day and night." "0, how love I Thy law," said one of the pilgrims
in past times, "it is my meditation all the day."
And then I think we may neglect this great salvation by neglecting the
day upon which we have a special opportunity of hearing about it, the
Lord's day. We all deplore the growing desecration of the Lord's
day, and we who are pilgrims to the heavenly Zion need to value this
day more, all the more because others are trampling upon it. We
need to value it more, and we need to rally round the faithful ministers
that are to be found who proclaim this great salvation, who talk of
this salvation, so that we may have our souls nourished more and
more by the precious truths of God's Word.
Now the last point I want to mention is this. We have thought of
the salvation itself and of the ways of neglecting it. Now think of the
danger of neglecting it. "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation 1" Do not imagine that I am going to say anything
erroneous in reference to this; I trust I am not. "There is no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus." There is no wrath for
the sinner who is trusting in the blood and righteousness of our Lord
Jesus Christ. But there is chastisement for members of God's family.
" God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation, by our
Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep,
we should live together with Him." But if we are saved, then we are
in God's family, and God's family have to be disciplined. "Whom

306

~~
I

The Gospel Magazine

the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He
receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with
sons." The fathers of our flesh chastened us, and" shall we not much
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? For they
. . .' chastened us after their own pleasure; but He for our profit,
that we might be partakers of His holiness."
Now the Lord has to chasten some of His people more than others,
and the reason is that they neglect to a large degree this great salvation.
The more closely we walk with God, the more we bring forth the fruits
of the Spirit by God's grace and power, the less the Lord will have to
deal with us. So we need to beware of neglecting this great salvation,
beware of crowding out God or His Word or yommunion with Him,
beware of getting so absorbed in earthly things as to forget that we
are pilgrims to the heavenly Zion and that here we have no continuing
city. We need to judge ourselves, lest we be judged of the Lord. I
apprehend tha.t that is what is meant by the words: "How shall we
escape ~" God will bring chastisement upon His people. We know
that there are some of God's people who get cold and slack and careless, and the Lord has to deal with them, because He loves them.
" How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ~ "
Well, dear friends, I have come to the end of my address, but I
would just quote, in conclusion, one verse from the sixty-first chapter
of the Book of Isaiah. What a mercy if we can say: "I will greatly
rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God: for He hath
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with
the robe of righteousness! "
THE LOVE OF THE FATHER.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" And hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me."-JOHN xvii., part of v. 23.
AND who, dear friends, can affect to measure the love of the Father
towards His dear Son ~ And until we know that love can we adequately measure the love of the same Father towards His dear children
who through grace believe in Him Whom He hath sent ~ Thus, then,
our subject to-night is profound, and one shrinks from approaching it.
I was asking the Lord a few minutes ago in the vestry how it could
be that I should speak to-night of the love that He bore to Jesus.
Think of the subject, and that anyone should stand up amongst his
fellows and attempt to tell out the love the Father bears towards His
co-equal and co-eternal Son. And yet to this love Jesus referred in
this prayer of prayers, the prayer He offered but a few s40rt hours
before He was nailed to the cross, saying, " and hast loved them, as
Thou hast loved Me."
We must approach this subject with caution and with deep
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reverence, lest our lips err and lest our judgments misapprehend and
misunderstand so great a mystery. But the Holy Spirit helpeth
our infirmities and giveth perfect strength in weakness, and where
flesh and blood fail causes grace to be great. We may therefore, I
think, say in such a spirit that we have in our passage both a parallel
and a contrast. And the contrast presents itself immediately when
we ask the question: How does the Father love the Son ? We answer:
With .a Personal love-with a Personal love. Then at once the question
arises, Does the Father love sinners with a personal love ? We answer
our own question by remarking that this personal love must be viewed
in two aspects, and then it will be found there is a contrast between
the love of the Father to Christ and the love of the same Father to the
saints. The Father loves His co-equal and co-eternal Son Personally
and necessarily. Personally, in the sense that He loves Him for what
He is. He loves Him for His own proper worth. Not so in the case
of siI)iul men. The love of God the Father is not set upon me, a sinner,
because there is something in me worthy of His love, and at Once the
love becomes differentiated and I see that the love the Father has to
His dear Son is not what we call a free love, an unmerited love,whereas
the love wherewith He loves the poor sinner who praises Him to-night
is a free love, not a necessary love. It was right that the ;Father
should love His dear Son, but there is no question of right in my being
loved; on the contrary, there is every reason, moral and legal, that
I should be cast out of God's sight, why I shol,lld be despised and
rejected of Him, and shut up with rebels innumerable in everlasting
outer darkness. Such is my necessary condition if I be viewed in the
light of the question, What is my righteousness in the sight of God?
And the remarks which I have transferred in a figure to myself are true
of all Adam's race. "Hateful," says the Book, "and hating one
another." That is God's description of men, all men, by nature.
How forcibly this comes out, as you remember, in the Epistle of the
Apostle Paul to Titus, from the eleventh verse of the second chapter,
" For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all
men, teaching us, that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts~ we
should live soberly, righteously and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed Hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God,
even our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works." And then again in the third chapter,
the third verse, "For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice
and envy, hateful,and hating one another "-hateful and hating one
another-" but after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared "-here is the free outflow of that grace which
has its hidden spring in the heart of God. No, there is nothing in any
child of Adam upon which the pure love of God can rest, there is everything to repel that holy love, that. pure, that perfect love of the heart
of God-everything to repel it. So that we have a distinct contrast
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between the love the Father bears to His Son, His co-equal and
co-eternal Son, His altogether holy and righteous Son, the Lamb of
God without spot and blameless-absolutely so, and the love of God
toward His guilty, perishing people, as to the question of its being
a personal love. So that we must need contemplate our passage, as
I before suggested, with considerable care and discrimination lest we
err in our conceptions of the mind of Christ expressed in it.
The Holy Spirit by the beloved John, his first letter, the third
chapter and the opening verse, calls upon us as believers: "Behold,
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God." What a subject for eternity. How
during the little moment of our stay down here can we hope to do
more than glance at that love 1 Whereas we are bidden to behold it,
continuously contemplate it, adoringly contemplate it, realizing its
height .and depth, its length and its breadth-a love that passeth,
surpasseth, all understanding. But eternity will afford, blessed be
God, a glorious opportunity, a glorious occasion, for an adequate
contemplation of the manner of the Father's love towards His people
in Christ. We are looking forward to rejoicing for ever in the greatness,
in the freeness, the undeservedness of this love which the Father set
upon His guilty people. For do not let us forget, beloved friends, how
God has set before us in these Scriptures the greatness of His love in
the fact that He loved His people when they were dead in sins. "But
God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us,
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ, by grace ye are saved." I say the greatness of God's love is
chiefly discoverable in the fact that it was set upon a people dead in
trespasses and sins. The further fact that they became a quickened
people must be traced to the first love of God, His great love, His free
love, His sovereign love, wherewith He loved them when they were
enemies, "aliens from the commonwealth of Israel," far off from
God, when wicked works were their delight, and when to trample
under foot God's authority was the habitual part of their hearts and
lives. But in Christ-no shortening there, no blemish there, "made
of a woman, made under the law" He fulfilled in His absolute
obedience-He fulfilled all that law. "I came not to destroy the law
but to fulfil the law." And ere He gave up the ghost He said:
"Father, I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the
work,-I have finished the work, which Thou gavest Me to do. And
now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine Own Self, with the glory
which I had with Thee before the world was." And the Father
presently glorified the Son with the selfsame glory He possessed before
He took flesh and was found here in the form of a servant and in the
fashion of a man. And the Father can contemplate His dear people
in the light of the perfection of the obedience of Jesus. That, poor
seeking sinner, is your Refuge-place.
"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thyself I cling."
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" Come unto Me," says the spotless One. "Come unto Me," says
the Personal Righteousness of God. "Come unto Me for shelter, for
clothing, for salvation unto the uttermost. Come unto Me, I minister
rest and give peace and joy in .the heart under a sense of iniquity forgiven and transgression blotted out. I give peace-this is the legacy,
My blood has bought it, it is Mine to give, it is My right to confer it
upon every truly broken-hearted, seeking sinner. I will give you rest."
Oh, if there should be one such case here to-night may the Lord the
Spirit tenderly, graciously, powerfully draw that heart unto the one
Resting-place, even unto Jesus at the right hand of the Father on high.
" And hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me." Yes, with an
immeasurable love in both cases. The Father loved His co-equal Son
with an immeasurable love. He loved me, having been pleased to love
me-no other reason assignable-with an immeasurable loveimmeasurable. What does He tell us by way of showing somewhat
this love touching the sins which testify against us, dear fellowbelievers ~ This is what He says: "As far as the east is from the
west so far hath He removed our transgressions from us." Who can
measure it from point to point-from east to west, these indefinite
points which we can conceive of only in our minds and which are relative
one to another ~ Who can conceive what the putting away of sins
as far as the east is from the west means ~ Oh, how imperfectly can
we understand even what it means. We in some degree may realize
it when we contemplate what it cost to bring it about, what it cost
to put away the sins of one sinner here to-night. We are all sinners,
poor sinners by nature-undone, lost, hell-deserving sinners. Now
what did it cost, I ask again, to put away the sins of one of us poor
sinners ~ Ab, it cost the Father His Son, the Son of His love; it cost
the dear Son of God His life, His precious, precious blood. Do we
realize this ~ Do these words affect our hearts at all ~ f,..re they true
in our soul's experience-most true ~ Are they to us the essence of
our peace with God ~ Are they the precious things on which our
souls live day by day, and in the strength of which we find ourselves·
able to hold on through all life's changes, and through all the changes
within us, and expect to hold on even until we see Him face to face
Who loved us and gave Himself for us ~ "And hast loved them, as
Thou hast loved Me " with a love that cannot be measured.
And again, this love is a constant love. There are no fluctuations in
the love of the Father toward the Son. "God is love." There are
no changes in God. God in His Being is immutable, and the Being
of God is Love, therefore the love of God knows "no variableness,
neither shadow of turning" from its objects, whether those objects are
the saints, or whether the King of saints. No change Jehovah knows.
" My love," as we sing in our hymn sometimes, "My love is ofttimes
low"-ah, is it not ~-" Lord, it is my chief complaint that my love
is weak and faint," and there not infrequently arises in some dear
hearts the question: "Do I love the Lord or no, am I His, or am I
not ~" And these searchings become us, become us well. When we
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take into account what we are; when we take our ways into account,
and. our courses, and our daily walk and conversation and character
and testimony-oh, how these things bear witness against us. Oh,
how they come round about us like bees and there is no escape .from
them but by looking up. "My soul looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of
Calvary," and the sight of Jesus answers all accusations. And then
the heart through grace realizes that wondrous challenge of the eighth
of Romans : "Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?
It is God That justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ
That died, yea rather, That is risen again, Who is even at the Right
Hand of God, Who also maketh intercession for us." And we have
peace again with God and our souls are at rest and we rejoice afresh
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Yes, His love is con,stant
Christ-ward. His love is equally constant towards His people. " He
will rest in His love "-He will. Like as is the heart of God in regard
to all His other purposes-" the gifts and calling of God are without
repentance "--change of mind-without repentance on God's partso God never yet repented of having loved anyone of His people. God
never will repent of having loved anyone of His people. He had His
Own inscrutable reasons for loving each one of them, and these reasons
change not, they were right in their origin and they cannot ever become
wrong. It is a right thing-oh, it is a righteous thing with God that,
having loved me and chosen me in Christ and given me into His hands
to redeem with an effectual redemption, He should continue to love
me with His free love in Christ and fulfil all the promises He has made
unt.o me in Christ. Oh, those precious promises-exceeding great,
those promises. His promises are the bosom thoughts of God, which
He has been pleased to make known in His written Word. I was
saying in the morning that if there were a dear soul deeply exercised
in 1'lony way, a dear child of God in distress who needed a promise exactly
suiting his condition, I advised such to search the Scriptures in the
expectation that God had there anticipated his case and provided
a promise, so that when the dear seeker came to the promise which
exactly suited his need it was his undoubted privilege to rely on that
promise, to rely implicitly on that promise, and to remember that
all the promises of God-all of them-are Amen in Christ Jesus, and
are made in anticipation of necessity arising in the case of God's dear
people, one in this way and another in that. There are no unnecessary
promises to be found between the covers of the Bible. God has well
thought out all the necessities of His people, of each one in particular,
and He has laid down in His blessed Word promises adequate to the
case. Constant is this love, constant, too, in the sense of being
faithful.
God, is faithful in His love towards His dear Son. He is likewise
faithful in His love towards His believing, His dear believing people,
faithful in the sense of truthful. God's love is true love. God's love
is true through all conditions. .God continues· to love His dear Son.
Oh, He loved Him supremely, when He rejected Him on the cross and
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gave Him up to be a curse for sinners. Oh, He loved Him, I say,
supremely when He hid His Face from Him and called forth from
that poor broken heart the cry: "My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me?" The, Father loved Jesus at that instant with a
supreme love-costly, truthful. And so let me say for the encouragement of tempted,tried and troubled souls here to-night, Oh, children
of God, your Father loves you in dark and cloudy times as in times of
bright sunshine~ He loves you by night and by day, when things are
adverse as well as when things are prosperous-these conditions affect
not His affection for you. His eyes are ever over His' people. Yes,
when they lose sight of Him, when His countenance becomes obscured
by some earthborn cloud, yet still His eyes, for He seeth in the darkness
as in the light, are fixed upon His Own for good. God loves His children too well ever to suffer them out of His sight for a little moment.
Sometimes earthly parents exercise a love faintly resembling this love.
They are not happy when the little ones are out of sight, they are
anxious about them. But God never suffers His dear children out of
His sight for a single moment-oh, they cost Him too much. And this
is your safety, fellow-believers. Our safety is that the eyes of our
Father are lovingly set upon us and that He will not be diverted by
anything that occurs. We are continually in His Presence, in His
loving Presence, embosomed in the arms of His love.
Perfect love, too, is the love wherewith the Father loves the Son,
perfect love likewise is the love wherewith He loves the saints-perfect.
Nothing can be added to God's love, whether we consider the love set
upon Jesus or set upon those whom He has washed in His precious blood.
Now must not a realization of love like this, think you, affect the hearts
of its objects? The woman who was a sinner, we read, loved Jesus
dearly, and she washed His feet with her tears, but Jesus loved her
more than she loved Him, and He washed her in His blood. We ca.n
never love Him otherwise than imperfectly whilst He can never love us
otherwise than perfectly, children of God. Oh, may this love constrain
us, constrain us wholly to serve Him with all the heart and soul and
strength and mind. "Lord, I am Thine, use me. I am Thine, sanctify
me for Thy service. Lord, show me what Thou wouldst have me to do,
where Thou wouldst I should go. Lord, order my downsittings and my
uprisings, my goings out and my comings in. I would show forth Thy
praise for Thou hast brought me out of utter darkness into ,Thy most
marvellous light."
" OUR precious relations over whose departure we stand mourning
and weeping, are but fallen asleep. The Holy Ghost, Who knoweth
best what things are, has so called death some twenty times in Scripc
ture. Therefore it is not a sudden expression dropt from the pen of
anyone of the secretaries of Holy Writ. It is the true, proper, and
genuine notion of death suggested to them by the infallible dictate
of the Spirit of God."-Thomas Case.
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SERMONETTE.

DARKNESS AND LIGHT.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
" Ye were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord,. walk as children
of light."-EpHESIANS v. 8, R.V.
DURING the absence of the Lord Jesus, the rightful Sovereign of the
world, it is a period of darkness. The present age is under the
dominion of Satan, who is called by the Saviour" the prince of this
world" (John xii. 31), and the exercise of whose power He describe.s
as "the 'power of darkness" (Luke xxii. 53). The Devil and his
wicked spirits are called, " The world-rulers of this darkness" (Eph.
vi. 12, R.V.). He is said to have" blinded the minds of them that
believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, Who is
the image of God, should shine unto them" (2 Cor. iv. 4).
But those who believe the Gospel and are manifested as God's true
children, have been" delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the Kingdom of the Son of His love" (Col. i. 13); "Called
out of darkness into His marvellous light" (1 Pet. ii. 9). This is effected
by the Holy Spirit at regeneration, or the new birth, when by the
incorruptible seed, the Word of God, light enters the soul. "The
entrance of Thy Words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto
the simple" (the sincere) (Ps. cxix. 130).
In this light one sees himself as a sinner in the sight of an all-Holy
God. The light may be very faint at first but it gradually increases
until the heart cry is, "What must I do to be saved 1" And just
as the light of very early mOl'lling, gradually increasing, reveals to
the sight, more and more clearly, the objects by which one is surrounded, with all the defects and possible unsightliness which may be
there; in like manner the children of God, in His light, see more and
more their own heart sinfulness, and their prayer is, "God be merciful
to me a sinner," and the merits of Christ become their sole refuge.
"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress."
Such can say, " One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I
see." They were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord. To
them comes the exhortation: "Walk as children of light." They are
to "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness" (Eph.
v. 11), that is, such works as are named in verses 3-6 of the same
chapter. In the Apostle Paul's day there were professing Christians
of whom he wrote, "Many walk, of whom I have told you often, and
now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of
Christ; whose end is destruction" (Phil. iii. 18-19). But of the
children of light, the poet says :"They produce the fruits of grace,
In the works of righteousness;
Born of God, they hate all sin,
God's pure word remains within."
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I conclude with the words of the beloved Apostle John: "This is
the message which we have heard of Him and declare unto you, that
God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 1£ we say that we have
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the
truth; but if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His ,Son
cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 5-7).

WHEREFORE REASON YE~
PROBABLY we have all felt some sympathy with the brethren of Joseph
(hard men though they were) in their pathetic explanation to their
father, that they could not possibly have told that the great man of
Egypt would say, " Bring your brother down." In any case tjley were
obliged to reply to his question, " Have you another brother ~ " and
no one on the earth could have evaded the difficulty that their reply
involved. But Jacob thought in his grief and apprehension that if
only the existence of Benjamin could have been kept secret, the last
sorrow would have been spared him. Now, however, there was no
escape, and when they could endure their hunger no longer, Benjamin
had to go, and with this reflection of his dear father's-" 1£ I am
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved." I like to think that, as the
words passed his lips, some quietness came into his soul. Some good
remained, even if his dearest earthly friends should all be gone. The
greater part of his happiness, beyond conception the greater, was still
before him: the evil days of his life were fewer than ever they had
been, and who could tell but that Benjamin would soon be home again.
Was not God still his God, as at Bethel and at Peniel, and was there
no comfort in the thought that He ruled everything ~ Indeed, it has
many a time been a restoring of soul to the seed of Jacob in their fears,
griefs, or tumults to call to mind that the Lord God is still ordering
all things in heaven and in earth, that Christ rides upon the storms, as
it says in the ninety-seventh Psalm. The words breathe comfort and
rest and hope. "The Lord reigneth . . . clouds and darkness are
round about Him . . . Light is sown for the righteous . . . Rejoice
in the Lord." The Lord reigned when the ten men" dealt so ill"
with the father as to tell the lord of Egypt that they had a brother,
and if Jacob asked why they did so, he could see the Lord's answer
when Joseph fell upon Benjamin's neck and wept.
I was thinking of a few cases in which much seemed to turn on little :
in Jonathan's life, for instance, when he happened not to hear his
father's abjuration, and found himself suddenly guilty of death. How
calm he was, but not yet was the grave ready for him, and he learned
more than he had before how much the people loved him. Such a
feeling must have strengthened his hope in God, and made him capable
of strengthening also David's weak and weary hand in God, as he did
in the wood at Ziph. It was the last time the two friends met on

314

The Gospel Magazine

earth.. David doubtless had told Jonathan of his latest calamityhow that when he had fled fromSaul to Nob, the wicked and treacherous
Doeg happened to be there, and the result was the slaughter (for
David's sake) of all the priests of the Lord. If only David had been
a day earlier or a day later at Nob, what a grief had been spared. Yes,
but in a short time after, if only Saul had heard an hour later or an
hour earlier that the Philistines had invaded the land, David would
have been his longed-for prey in the wilderness of Maon.
The day came when David " sat before the Lord" and thought on
these things, and was astonished at that mercy and kindness and
power and heavenly intervention that had been his from the first day
until then. God, his Redeemer, had guided him with the skilfulness
of His· hands, and not one thing had failed, not one thing had been
out of joint. For all his past he needed forgiveness, and he had it.
What could there be to regret when the Lord had ordered, had sanctified every mounting up to the heaven, every going down again to the
depth, every landing place where from time to time he had longed
to. be. Into the hands of such a blessed and only Potentate he committed his spirit, and to Him all his praises and blessings rose.
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE LATE MISS POOL.
(FURTHER TESTIMONIES.)
A KIND reader living in Tring, Herts, writes, " The Lord has taken
dear Miss Pool to Himself, and we shall miss the sweet articles she
wrote; for we alw~ys so enjoyed the precious thoughts of dear
'Nettie.' How many will miss her valuable contributions. The
Magazine brings us real spiritual help and food in these days of error
and worldliness."
An Ipswich reader writes, "We were all very surprised to hear of
, Nettie's ' sudden death, as my sisters and myself greatly appreciated
her very sympathetic and spiritual articles, but we cannot but be
thankful she was spared a lingering illness. One day we shall see for
ourselves these instruments in the Master's hand, whom, having not
seen, we know and love through the printed word."
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GAVAZZrs WA:B,NING.
REMEMBER the warning words of Gavazzi: "Let it not be said that
when we in Italy are freeing ourselves from the grasp of Popery,
England is rushing pell-mell into the embrace of Popery. Remember
I am an ex-priest, an ex-monk, and I know more of Romanism than
all the English Protestants put together, and I tell you that the
Ritualism which is now a leading feature in some of your places of
worship is nothing less than the preparation, the forerunner of Romanism in your country! Beware of Papists in Christian garb and Protestant disguise."
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THE REAL GOAL OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT.
ON Oct. 1st, 1932, a Manifesto in reference to the Oxford Movement
Centenary was issued, signed by fifty Church of England clergy.
The Hon. Secretary circulating the Manifesto is the Rev. R. A. V. B.
Eden, B.A., Vicar of Sibsey, Boston, Lincolnshire. The closing
portion of this Manifesto, numbered 7, indicates clearly the real goal
of the much-glorified Oxford Movement :-,
" We share the hope and ideal of reunion with 'the rest of the Catholic
Church which was cherished by the Oxford leaders and which it was
early perceived was included in their appeal. The logic of the principles
which animated the original Movement necessarily brought the goal
of Re-union to the forefront. Our Lord set up but One Church, the
members of which were to be in communion one with another.
" This One Catholic Church was constituted with St. Peter as its
Foundation' and Head, and for ever has as its Centre and Guide on
earth the successor of St. Peter. This truth we confess, and hence,
while striving also for reunion with the Orthodox Churches of the
East, we declare that the real and essential goal is Reunion with
the Apostolic See of Rome. This was recognized by some even of the
earliest Oxford leaders, and the lapse of time has made it more apparent.
The Movement throughout its course has been marked with this
instinctive desire for the restoration of the English Church to her
normal position in relation to the Centre and the whole. The existence
of the Church of England as a body separate de facto from the rest
of the Catholic Church is only tolerable when it is regarded as a
temporary evil, destined to disappear when God shall please to restore
us to our normal place among our brethren.
" It is well to bear in mind that the Catholic revival in the Church
of England will only be safeguarded and made permanent by the
recognition of that Authority whose Divinely-appointed office it is to
, strengthen the brethren' and who always and everywhere preserves
the one Faith in its integrity. We assert that Reunion with Rome
is the logical and highest goal and the natural consummation of the
Movement celebrated by the present Centenary. For that consummation it isa supreme duty to work and pray.
"We commend what we have here set forth to all who look with sympathy to the Oxford Movement as the origin and source of the modern
Catholic Revival. We call them to a realization of the present dangers
to that revival in the conditions which obtain in the Anglo-Catholic
body. We urge upon all a renewed adhesion to normal Catholic
teaching and a whole-hearted acceptance of the de fide standards of
the Church. We sound once more the call to repudiate prevailing
errors: to advance the spiritual freedom of the Church of England:
and to labour and pray for that outward unity with the Catholic
world and with the Holy See which alone will justify and crown the
efforts and sacrifices of our forerunners, and by the grace of God
bring the seed sown by the Oxford Fathers to full fruition, and the
Oxford Movement to its perfect term."
,.
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THE OXFORD MOVEMENT.
(AN OUTSPOKEN NONQONFORMIST VIEW.)

ONE hundred years ago a few clergymen entered upon a sinister
endeavour to undermine and destroy the Protestant character of the
National Church; to" succeed in banishing for ever from the Church of
England THE BASTARD FAITH of Protestantism." "The so-called
Reformation is a dark and, in some sen$e, damnable spot in our Church's
history." *
This evil movement was commenced, and carried on in secret and
deceitfully, by John Henry Newman, Dr. Pusey, and others. It would
be deplorable, as an insult to the God of truth, if it were in its teaching
and influence only confined to the Church of England, whose Gospel,
as expressed in the Thirty-nine Articles, denounces the sacrifices of the
mass as" blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits." The men above
mentioned declared that they would do their utmost to banish the
heresy from the realm. Their deceitful conduct deserves the strongest
disavowal and condemnation of all honest, honourable men. And
when it is considered that the National Church, as by law established,
represents the nation's religion, the teaching of that Church becomes a
national matter. Hence Nonconformists have a right to express their
strong Protestant opposition to the Oxford (Romish) Movement. As a
Protestant Nonconformist, and writing for my brethren of the" Gospel
Standard" denomination, I express in the strongest possible manner
our united abhorrence of the forthcoming Oxford Movement Centenary.
The inception of the movement aroused bishops, clergy, and laity, and
much was said and written in condemnation of the men and their sinister
work. But the national Protestantism of a hundred years ago was a
sterling, sturdy thing; to-day it is flabby, weak, accommodating, enervated by error of doctrine, by Modernism and universal charity. If,
as is the case, Roman Catholicism is generally regarded as good a
religion as any other, it is no marvel that the forthcoming centenary
is meeting with but a feeble outcry and protest. Mr. Houghton, the
Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, has done well, and proved himself a
doughty champion of the faith of his own Church, and for the truth
of the Gospel. Those of my readers who have not seen his The Oxford
Movement Exposed should obtain it; it is calculated to be of much use
at this juncture. t The Centenary is to be held in July, when a "Pontifical High Mass" will be celebrated in the presence of the Bishop of
London. God in His mercy to this country awaken us all to the
grievous provocation it will be to the Lord Jesus Christ, Who by one
offering put away sin for ever; give to His people the Spirit of grace
and supplications that, looking on Him Whom they pierced, they may
hate with a perfect hatred the sin it is proposed to commit on that day;

*

Walsh: "Secret History of the Oxford Movement,"pp. ;l54, 255.
t To be obtained at the "Gospel Magazine" Office, 23, Bedford Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2, price, Is. 6d. net.
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the affront offered to God, the wrong, injury, and betrayal of the
nation. If anything more were requiTed to still further provoke God
and bring the nation more demonstrably under His hot displeasure, as
expressed in the fearful question: "Shall not My soul be avenged on
such a nation as this ~" it surely must be in the proposed open
Centenary of a movement whose beginning was hypocrisy, whose
growth was by deceit, whose aim was the destruction of Protestantism.
A " Pontifical High Mass" in the presence of the Bishop of London,
who at his ordination avowed his belief in the Articles and Homilies of
the Church of England, and to do his utmost to banish from the realm
the Mass as a " blasphemous fable and dangerous deceit," and that he
was moved by the Holy Ghost to take on him the ministry of the
Gospel; and who requires, as a bishop, the same avowal and determination of every ordinand who presents himself to him for ordination!
Nor is the Bishop of London alone in his approval of this Centenary.
The A~chbishops of Canterbury and York have appealed to all Church
people to unite to co-operate in celebrating it. These dignitaries,
together with all bishops and clergymen, have solemnly avowed their
Protestantism, but are, with comparatively few exceptions, doing their
utmost to destroy that ~hich they vowed to build. The Word of God
is against them: "These are the things that ye shall do: Speak ye
every man the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment of truth
and peace in your gates: and let none of you imagine evil in your
hearts against his neighbour; and love no false oath; for all these are
things that I hate, saith the Lord" (Zech. viii. 16, 17).
By Romanizing teaching and its general acceptance by men in high
places, England is brought into Papal Rome; Rome that has shed, and
is drunk with the blood of saints and prophets, and " God will give
them blood to drink. .. , Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and
righteous are Thy judgments" (Rev. xvi. 6, 7). True, godly Protestants must protest against Romanism without, for the. moment, the
Pope. We believe that the cry of such will enter into the ears of the
Lord of Sabaoth.-" The Gospel Standard" for May.
J. K. P.
THE" GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND,
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund:£ s, d.
E. W.
.,.
,..
...
3 16 0
..,
1 0 0
Mr. J. H. Rainbow...
THE FREE DISTRIBUTION FUND.-Mr. C. Fowler ... £1 0 0

., IT is Satan's practice to go over the hedge where it is lowest."Richard Gibbs.
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"BEHOLD, HE PRAYETH."
THESE striking words were spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ after His
Ascension to Heaven in reference to Saul of Tarsus after his remarkable
conversion. The Lord appeared in a vision to Ananias, a disciple of
His who lived at Damascus, and said to him, " Arise, and go into the
street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for
one called Saul" of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth." So mighty a
change had taken place in the bitter persecutor of the ;followers of the
Lord Jesus that it could be said of him that he prayed. Here was
evidence of a convincing character, though the Lord graciously told
Ananias more about this man, who became afterwards the great
ApostlePau,l. Can it be said of you, my dear young reader, that you
really pray 1 Prayer is drawing near to God by the Holy Spirit's
IPower in realization of His Presence, and pouring out our hearts to
Him, telling Him of all our heed.
A few days ago a letter came from Upper Burma which reads: "I
heard one of the happiest sounds last night, as I passed by one of the
houses. Ndang Tu, paralysed in both legs, and trying to learn to read,
was leading his mother and wife in family prayers before retiring for
the night, and it was lovely to hear him as I stood outside and listened.
Just over a year ago the Gospel was entirely unknown to him, and now
I heard him pray familiarly to his Heavenly Father as though he might
have known him for years." I was delighted to hear the good news,
and all who love the Lord can enter into the missionary's joy.
What an immense privilege is prayer! It is wonderful, indeed,that,
sinful though we are, we have direct access to God through the precio:us
blood of Christ, the new and living way, if we are amongst those who
have fled to Him for refuge, and obtained pardon and peace. When
on earth, the Lord Jesus gave His disciples much teaching about this
important privilege of prayer. He taught them to pray privately (St.
Matt. vi. 6). Be very watchful about this, dear young reader. Begin
the day with God, thanking Him for the mercies of the night, and
seeking grace for all that lies before you in the coming day..
"Whether sunbeams promise brightness,
Whether dim forebodings fall,
Be thy dawning glad or gloomy,
Go to Jesus, tell Him all."
In your Christian life, you cannot afford to neglect private prayer. The
Lord also taught His disciples to pray in twos and threes (St. Matt.
xviii. 20) and to pray earnestly, saying, ask, seek, knock. We read, too,
that he taught them to persevere in prayer, saying, " Men ought always
to pray and not to faint," and to pray believingly (St. Matt. xxi. 22).
By His perfect example our Saviour taught us much about prayer.
He was frequently in communion with His Father in Heaven, and on
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one occasion, we read, " In the morning, rising up a great while before
day, He departed into a solitary place and there prayed" (St. Mark
i. 35). At another time, " He went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God" (St. Luke vi. 12). He also
taught by His example that our prayers must be in submission to God's
Will. Think of His prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, while passing
through such awful agony_CC 0 My Father, if this cup may not pass
from Me, except I drink it, Thy will be done."

f

" May we follow and adore
Thee, our Saviour, more and more;
Guide and bless us with Thy love
Till we join Thy saints above."
(J. Cennick.)

E. A. H.
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THE SILENT SINNER.
Luke vii. 36-50.
THE richest ointment that her love could bring
Was poured upon her Lord, her glorious King:
But to His heart· more fragrant and more sweet
Those happy loving tears that washed His feet.
William Wileman.

'ltotte£)ponlJenu.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE..
DEAR FRIEND,-The Camping season has started and affords a splendid
opportunity for spreading the Gospel amongst a class of men who
otherwise hear it very little, if at all. To the different workers we are
sending large parcels of Gospel literature for giving away amongst
these men. One worker has just written, "The camping season has
begun near here. You have helped us before; may we appeal again
for some Gospel literature 1 Whatever you have sent us in the past
has been so suitable." Acknowledging the parcel sent the same
worker writes: "What a grand parcel! How pleased are the workers
as they go forth bearing precious seed. Kindly accept our warmest
thanks. We shall be glad of further help whenever possible. Thank
you, too, for your kind and helpful letter." We are anxious to continue
this special effort to supply all the camps, but funds are urgently
needed to enable us to do so.
Yours sincerely,
R. E. BRIDER.
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol,4, June, 1933.
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RECENT EXPOSURE OF THE MOTHERS' UNION.
To THE MOTHERS OF ST. JUDE'S CHURCH, WOLVERHAMPTON.
DEAR MOTHERS,

The article below explains itself. Its statements I can show to any
who ask to see them. It is not possible to " gather grapes of thorns
nor figs of thistles." Holy hearts and homes, which, I hope, we all
pray for and strive after, will never be produced by false and unscriptural teachings such as these put forth by the Mothers' Union.
Your sincere friend,
E. M. BENSON, Vicar.
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THE MOTHERS' UNION.

This organization is disloyal to Holy Scripture and the Church of
England, as the following extracts show. They are all taken from
publications issued by the Mothers' Union itself or recommended and
sold by them at their London headquarters. It was from there they
were all purchased recently. One of the writers is Chaplain to the
Headquarters of the Union, at the Mary Sumner House.
1. Prayers for the Dead.
,; We may ask for them (the saints departed) mercy in that great
day; we may ask for them peace, light, and increasing fitness for
the presence of their God" (No. 1, p. 7).
" It (the soul) will grow nearer to its perfection . . . sUffering in
the process of cleansing from sin .... yet rejoicing greatly." (This
plainly teaches Purgatory.) (No. 8, p. 12.)

2. The Bible.
" Much that is found in the Old Testament is of little scientific
or historical value. It represents the thoughts of men of long ago
and must be frankly recognized as out of date. We reject it, as
science or as history . . . but are careful to remember that there
is always a kernel of religious teaching to be laid hold of " (No. 7, p. 2).
" The first eleven chapters of Genesis . . . deal with very far off
beginnings, and are not to be received as reliable history" (p. 3).
"The miracles and wonders recorded in the Old Testament are
on a very different footing from those associated with our Lord's
ministry." (Then follows this, in reference to the Exodus.) "Owing
toa sudden change in the direction of the wind, the Israelites were
enabled to cross the Red Sea while the Egyptians failed to do so.
A food hitherto unknown to them, fallen from the trunks and branches
.of trees, satisfied their need at a time when they were threatened
with famine. To their astonishment they were able to ford the
Jordan without any difficulty, and subsequently to take Jericho
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with so little military effort that the walls of the city fell down flat"
(p. 4).
3. Forgiveness.
" The day is now past when people are shocked at the mention of
the Sacrament of Penance. Most people at least recognize that it is
one of the ways-an age-long way-which God has appointed
whereby' men and women who are floundering in their sins may
come forth and start afresh. Penance does not only free sinners
from the burden of unconfessed sin-it is also to be used for the
growing perfection of their souls" (Workers' Paper, No. 230, p. 23).

4. The Saints.
" It is important to help children to understand the meaning of
vocation to the monastic life and the benefits bestowed upon the
Church by those who accept it." (Among other Saints suggested for
remembrance are Dominic, Joan of Arc, Francis Xavier, Ignatius
Loyola, founder of the Jesuits, and Archbishop Laud.) (No. 6, p. 7.)
5. The Lord's Supper.
(To a child.) "Soon you will be coming to the day of your
first Communion. Then Christ will give Himself to be your food,
and at the Holy Altar you will feed on the Bread of Life. . . . You
can worship Jesus present in His Sacrament. People have no right
to turn you away from this service any more than the disciples had
to turn away the little children from our Lord" (No. 4, p. 28).
(Adults.) "This is the Eucharistic sacrifice offered by the priest
on the altar, in union with the Blood of sprinkling offered by our
Great High Priest before the eternal altar in Heaven. It has been
also an ancient and almost universal custom that this Holy Sacrament should be received by those who are fasting in 'honour of so
great a Sacrament." (No. 3, p. 28.)
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There are many other quotations that might be given. Some of
them are plain falsehoods, as for instance this, on Baptism, :-" He
(Jesus) laid the greatest stress on it. He pointed out its necessity,
always, everywhere and for all, where it might be had." (See John
iv. 2.) Marriage is called a Sacrament-" Christ in His Church has
elevated it to the dignity of a Sacrament." We read that" the priest
absolves penitent communicants before they approach the altar";
and as to Confirmation-" there is little doubt that it is one of those
things which Christ gave to His Church in the forty days before His
Ascension." (Language like this is plain dishonesty. If we substitute
the word" proof" for" doubt" in the last paragraph, we have the
truth.)
The books recommended for mothers to read and use among their
children are almost all sacerdotal in their language and atmosphere.
They are a disgrace to the Reformed Church of England.

.'j

'}'(.'

'::1

322

, j\

The Gospel Magazine

AGED, PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
THERE are at the present time 1078 aged members of the Household ,of
Faith on the books of the Society who gratefully acknowledge the
regular receipt of the pension. New subscribers are greatly needed,
that the good work may be maintained.
On Wednesday, May 17th, the pensioners living in Brighton were
entertained in the Home in Egremont Place, the room being fully
occupied. An enjoyable meeting was held after tea under the presidencyof S. Anscombe, Esq., and addresses were given by Mr. E. H.
Parry and the Secretary.
, The ninety-eighth Anniversary of the Camberwell Home took place
on June 1st. ,An appropriate Sermon was preached in the afternoon
by the Rev. John Raven, of Small:fields, from Philippians iv. 5-8. At
the evening meeting J. B. Collin, Esq., occupied the chair, and addresses
were given by. the Rev. J. G. Evans from Isaiah liv. 5, and the Rev. J.
Raven on " Kept by the Power of God."
Meetings in the interest of the Society will be held (D.V.) as follows:
July 4th, Tea and Meeting, for pilgrims in Tunbridge Wells, at the
Home in Cambridge Gardens; Seventh Anniversary and Sale of Work
at Homsey Rise Home; Wednesday, the 12th, Service at 7.30 in
Baptist Chapel, Hambro Road, Streatham; and on the 13th at
Homerton Row, and the 26th at Derby Road, Croydon.
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lltebtews ani) jiottces of lSoofts.
"THE OXFORD MOVEMENT EXPOSED."
THE Oxford Movement Centenary is to be held (D.V.)in July. It is
important that all who value Evangelical and Protestant truth should
know the Romish character of that movement.
"THE OXFORD MOVEMENT EXPOSED," by the Rev. T. Houghton,
contains :five chapters exposing the Movement. It is published
by Mr. B. S. Taylor, GOSPEL MAGAZINE Office, 23, Bedford Street,
Strand, London, W.C.2. Price 1/6 net. It may be ordered of
all booksellers.
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THE TRACTARIAN MOVEMENT AND THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD. By
Dr. Downes. Pp. 4. 3d. a dozen or 2/- per 100. (Church
Association, 13 and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London,
W.C.2.)
This is an excellent tract showing that though the Oxford Movement
was begun at Oxford by graduates of Oxford University, the authorities ,of the University condemned it in no uncertain terms.
Both Newman and Pusey were condemned by the authoritiesPusey being suspended from preaching for two years.
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