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Who comforteth US in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTHIANS i. 4.

FATHERLY PITY.
" Like as a tather pitieth His children, so the LORD pitieth them that
tear Him."-PsALM CID. 13.

HERE is a text specially suited to the members of GOD'S family.
" Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them
that fear Him." No doubt a mother is remarkable in a peculiar
degree for her affection and pity for her children, but a father is
often a man of tender feelings, who is keenly concerned for the
comfort and welfare of his children. Such a father pities his
children when they are in distress. His heart goes out to them.
So the LORD pities His adopted, His redeemed, His regenerated,
His believing children.
" The pity of the LORD
To those that fear His name,
Is such as tender parents feel;
He knows our feeble frame."
(WaUs.)
Moses likens the LORD both to a father and a mother in His
tender care for His people. "The LORD thy GOD bare thee, as
a man doth bare his son, in all the way that ye went, until ye came
into this place" (Deut. i. 31). Later on Moses likens the LORD
to the female eagle. "As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth
over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth
them on her wings; so the LORD alone did lead him, and there
was no strange god with him" (Deut. xxxii. 11, 12). The prophets
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also speak of JEHOVAH as One Whose affection for His people is
comparable to that of a father or a mother for his or her children.
In Jeremiah we read, "They shall come with weeping, and with
supplications will I lead them: I will cause them to walk by the
rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble:
jor I am a Father to Israel, and Ephraim is My firstborn " (xxxi. 9).
In Isaiah we read that a woman may forget her sucking child,
and fail to have compassion on the son of her womb, but the
parental feeling in J EHOVAH'S heart is such that He says, "Yet
will I not forget thee. Behold I have graven thee upon them the
palms of My hands." Again, in the same prophecy JEHOVAH says,
" As One Whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you"
(Isa. xlix. 15, 16; lxvi. 13).
The children of GOD, however strong and mature they are,
oftentimes need tender sympathy. Such sympathy is extended
by J EHOVAH to the people of His choice. He knoweth their frame.
He remembereth that they are but dust, and He pities and comforts
them. What an infinite mercy it is that GOD hath predestinated
Hjs people to the adoption of children, redeemed them by the
blood of His SON, regenerated them by His SPIRIT, and that He
hath sent forth the SPIRIT of His SON into their hearts, crying,
Abba, FATHER. Thus they can humbly say, "The SPIRIT beareth
witness with our spirit that we are the children of GOD" (Rom.
viii. 16).
It is children, His Own children, whom He pities. They are
born into His family, and are the special and peculiar objects of
His love and pity.
1. First, He pities them in regard to their sins.
Though they are the objects of His eternal love and choice,
they were all born in sin. They are sinners by nature and by
practice. By nature they are the children of wrath, even as others.
But when the fulness of the time was come God sent for His SON
to redeem them, that they might receive the adoption of sons.
CHRIST, GOD'S eternal SON, hath redeemed them from the merited
penalty of their sins. He shed His blood to secure the remission
of their sins, and there comes a time in their lives when GOD in
mercy and pity convicts them of sin, and leads them to trust in
JESUS' blood. Then, for CHRIST'S sake, He blots out as a thick
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cloud their transgressions, and, as a cloud, their sins. Then-in
the language of our psalm they can say, "Bless the LORD, 0 my
soul. . . . Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." "He hath not
dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our
iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is
His mercy toward them that fear Him. As far as the east is from
the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us"
(Ps. ciii. 2, 3, 10-12).
Here is Fatherly pity indeed. In the fountain of CHRIST'S blood
He cleanses His rebellious and morally-filthy people from all their
sins. His compassions are such that He says, "Their sins and
their iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12).
" My soul repeat His praise,

Whose mercies are so great,
Whose anger is 80 slow to rise,
So ready to abate."
2. Seoondly, He pities His childre:n in regard to their bodily
sufferings.
They are liable to all kinds of ailments and often in their lifetime He heals them. J ob was affiicted, but though He suffered
greatly yet we see in his case, "that the LORD is very pitiful and
of tender mercy" (James v. 11).
Hezekiah was sick and his earthly life seemed to be coming to
an end, but the LORD graciously healed him.
Epaphroditus "was sick nigh unto death, but GOD had mercy
on him" ; but, says the Apostle Paul, "not on him only, but on me
also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow" (Phi!. ii. 25-27).
In showing mercy to Epaphioditus He showed mercy to Paul.
The sickness of one is not felt by him alone, but by his fellowbelievers, and mercy to the one is also mercy and pity to the many.
So the psalmist, speaking to himself, says, "He healeth all thy
diseases." Though we rightly use means to bring about restoration
to health, yet these are all in vain unless" He healeth."
3. Thirdly, the LORD pities His children in regard to the temporal
perils to which they are daily exposed.
Such perils are manifold. We cannot get away from them.
We are in danger in our homes, in danger at our work, in danger
in the streets, in danger in country lanes, in danger when travelling
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by land or by water. We are in special danger now that the roads
are crowded with motor vehicles.
-It is not only necessary to use proper means such as rest, change
of diet, and fresh air, to bring about recovery from wealnless of
body, but we need to use all care and precaution to guard against
injuries to our bodies. We need caution, care, inspection of the
road up and down, and patience when walking along the streets
and crossing the roads of our large towns.
But above all we need dependence on our FATHER in heaven.
We need to look to Him as our Keeper, as the One Who alone can
preserve our going out and our coming in. If an earthly father
would carefully guard his children from peril, much more may we
look to our FATHER in heaven to keep us in all places whither we
go. We remember reading of George Muller that it was his habit
to look to GOD for His protecting care when he journeyed in a cab.
Not long ago we were about to take a short journey with a clerical
friend in his car, and before going, he took us into his dining room,
and he prayed for the LORD'S protecting care both over us and
over others whom we might meet or pass on the road.
Long before the days of motor-cars the LORD showed His pity
for His children, by protecting them from many dangers and perils.
Hence David felt constrained to bless the LORD, "Who," he says,
"redeemeth thy life from destruction."
4. Fourthly, He pities His children in regard to their spiritual
perils.
We are in constant danger from the world, the flesh, and the
devil, but "He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we
are dust." Although we -watch and pray lest we enter into
temptation, we are often easily, imperceptibly and unexpectedly
led into sin of thought, word, or deed. How often we may have
to pray, "Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my
heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, 0 LORD, my strength, and my
REDEEMER." " Hold up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip not." Mercifully the LORD never leaves His people. He
pities them in all their spiritual conflicts, and we read, "GOD is
faithful, Who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. x. 13). His people are
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" kept by the power of GOD through faith unto salvation," because
He exercises fatherly pity in regard to them. Into what awful
depths of sin might we have fallen, had it not been for His restraining and keeping grace. As we look back upon the past we are
constrained to praise Him for His keeping power, and to say, "By
the grace of GOD we are what we are." We see His wonderful
providence in directing and guarding us from infancy; in hedging
up our path, supplying our needs, restraining and keeping, and
leading us forth by the right way. ·What mercies He has reserved
for us, and what blessings He has bestowed, all because, as a
FATHER, He pitied us.
5. Fifthly, He pities His people in regard to their temporal wants.
Our LORD did not hesitate to speak of food and raiment for the
bodies of His people. He knew that a large number of His people
would be poor in this world, though rich in faith. He knew that
godly parents would often wonder how they could supply the
wants of their families, and for their comfort He said, "Your
heavenly FATHER knoweth that ye have need of all these things."
But He not only knows our need, He has a heart of sympathy and
pity for His poor and needy people. They need not therefore take
any anxious thought about these things. Their heavenly FATHER
feeds the birds and He clothes the lilies. Much more will He feed
and clothe His people. So David found it. He says of the LORD,
"Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth
is renewed like the eagle's." "They that seek the LORD shall not
want any good thing." Some things are not good for them, but
" no good thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly"
(Ps. xxxiv. 10; 1xx..'Civ. 11; ciii. 5).
6. Sixthly, He pities His people ~n regard to hardships and trials.
We read in our psalm, "The LORD executeth righteousness and
judgment for all that are oppressed" (verse 6). Sometimes His
people may be treated cruelly and unjustly. They may be smarting under a sense of harsh dealing. How keenly J oseph must
have felt the unjust and cruel treatment he received from Potiphar.
But the LORD was with him in the prison, " and showed him mercy,
and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison" (Gen.
xxxix. 29). Even in prison the LORD pitied His cruelly-treated
servant, and at last He delivered and exalted him.
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How cruelly Daniel was treated when his enemies secured that
he should be cast into the den of lions, but the pity of the LORD
for His dear servant was expressed by the sending of an angel
to shut the lions' mouths. Thus He is the GOD of all comfort and
pity, Who comforteth His people in all their tribulation.
7. Lastly, He pities His people always.
There is no end, no termination to His pity, they need it always,
and it is extended always. His mercy toward them is "from
everlasting to everlasting" (Ps. ciii. 17). It will therefore be
extended to them in all their future. In fact they will have
reason to say, "I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever."
"Mercy shall be built up for ever." "His mercy endureth for
ever" (Ps. lxxxix. I, 2; cxxxvi. I).
Be of good comfort, then, ye poor, weak, timid, fearful, and
oftentimes downcast children of GOD. The LORD loveth the
righteous. He" pitieth them that fear Him."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vwar(Uje,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST.
THE righteousness of Christ, including the whole of His perfect and
meritorious obedience to the law, as well as His suffering, was a great
and infinitely important reality (to the Reformers). It was intended
to effect and secure the salvation of all those whom God had chosen
in Christ before the foundation of the world. It is in due time, and
in accordance with the arrangements which God in His infinite wisdom
has laid down, bestowed upon each of them, through His union to
Christ by faith, not in any mere fiction of law, but in actual deed;
and being thus really, and not merely putatively or by a fiction,
bestowed upon them, it is, of course, held or reckoned as theirs, and
thus becomes the ground-the full and adequate ground-on which
God further bestows upon them the forgiveness of all their sins, and
a right to the heavenly inheritance, and to all the privileges of sonship; so that they feel it ever thereafter to be at once their duty and
their privilege, on the ground of clear and definite conceptions of
what Christ has purchased and merited for them, to ascribe all that
they are, and have, and hope for, to Him Who not only washed them
from their sins in His own blood, but has also made them kings and
priests unto God and His Father."-Ounni119ham's "Historical
Thrology," Vol. I1, pp. 55, 56.
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TRANSGRESSORS."

" He was numbered with the transgressors."-ISAIAH liii. 12.

THE great theme of this chapter is the Lord Jesus Christ. In
reference to Him the pronoun " He " occurs in the chapter no less
than twenty-five times. The chapter is quoted eight times in the
New Testament (Matt. viii. 17; Mark xv. 28; Luke xxii. 37;
John xii. 38; Acts viii. 32, 33; Rom. x. 16; 1 Pet. ii. 22. 24.)
Our Lord quoted the chapter in reference to Himself (Luke xxii. 37.)
When the Ethiopian eunuch asked Philip to whom the prophet
referred in this chapter, Philip " opened His mouth, and began at
the same Scripture, and preached unto Him Jesus" (Acts viii.
30-35). Our Lord Jesus Christ, then, is the subject of this great
chapter. Of Him the prophet speaks, when he says, "He was
numbered with the transgressors."
First, let us notice that He was numbered with the transgressors
though He never transgressed.
" Sin is the transgression of the law." Every sinner is therefore
a transgressor, and all the world is brought in guilty before God,
because all, without exception, have sinned. "There is none
righteous, no, not one." But Christ, of Whom this chapter speaks,
" did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth." Even this
chapter says, "He had done no violence, neither was any deceit
in His mouth" (verse 9).
He was Jehovah's "righteous servant" (verse 11). In Him
Jehovah could delight. He says of Him, "Behold My Servant,
Whom I uphold; Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth"
(Isa. xlii. 1). Twice over the Father said of Him, "This is My
beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." "In Him was no
sin" and therefore no transgression (1 John iii. 5).
He was
" holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners" (Heb. vii. 26).
He "was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin"
(Heb. iv. 15). He was like" a lamb without blemish and without
spot."
Here, then, we have a remarkable fact. The only One, since
the Fall, Who, during His life on earth never sinned in thought,
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word, or deed, was yet "numbered with the transgressors." He
was treated as if He were a transgressor. He healed the sick,
cleansed the leper, gave sight to the blind, cast out devils and even
raised the dead, yet He was treated as a transgressor. He was the
embodiment of truth, holiness, righteousness, kindness and love,
yet tbe world hated and rejected Him. No one could ever rightly
find fault with His words, His works, His life, or His manner, yet
He was despised and rejected of men.
It follows that absolute purity does not secure favour from
fallen men. Rather, it is evident that men are so fallen and
depraved that they cannot endure the holy and faithful testimony,
and the holy walk and conversation of the Holy One of God.
In measure this is true of all Christ's followers. The more they
approximate to His holy character, the more they will be hated
and rejected by the world.

\

Secondly, He was numbered with the transgressors by the leading
men in the professing Church.

It was the chief priests, and scribes and elders who bribed Judas
to betray Him. It was they who supplied Judas with" a great
multitude with swords and staves" to apprehend Him. It was
they who deliberately sought false witnesses against Him to have
Him put to death. It was they who said, "He is guilty (or worthy)
of death." It was they who delivered Him to Pilate the governor,
and said, " If He were not a malefactor, we would not have delivered
Him up unto thee." (See Matt. xxvi. 14, 15,47,57,63-66; John
xviii. 30.)
This is a solemn fact, that the leading men in the Jewish Church
treated the Holy One as a transgressor, and used all their influence
to bring about His death. These men were not sunk in heathenism
and idolatry. They were professed worshippers of the true God.
Yet they, in effect, said of God's well-beloved and spotless Son,
"This is the heir, come, let us kill Him." We printed in our issue
for April a paragraph on, " Is Christ being exalted?" The writer
asked, "What place is given Him in His Own professing Church,
in the theological chairs of our colleges and in the pulpits of our
Churches? Are they all joining with one accord in giving Him
the place of pre-eminence which the Father has given Him? "
It is to be feared that Christ, as He is set forth in Scripture, is
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rejected to-day by leading men in the professing Church, by professors in our colleges, and by preachers in our pulpits. The fact
that men occupy high positions in the professing Church is no
guarantee that Christ is precious to their hearts, and that they
exalt Him as the Prophet, Priest, and King of His people, as the
Surety of the everlasting Covenant; as the holy Substitute and
Saviour of sinners; and as " the faithful Witness" to the plenary
inspiration of the Old and New Testament Scriptures.
Thirdly, He was numbered with the transgressors by leading men
in the State.
It is true that Pilate said, "I find no fault in Him." He said,
"I am innocent of the blood of this iust Person." Nevertheless,
he scourged Jesus and delivered Him to be crucified (Matt. xxvii.
24, 26; John xix. 4, 6). Crucifixion was the punishment visited
.upon the guiltiest criminals, yet the. Roman governor delivered
over to the death of the cross One in Whom he found no fault, and
Whom he spoke of as righteous. He numbered Him among the
criminals, the transgressors of law.
Herod was no better. He, too, could not convict Christ as a
transgressor. Yet, with his men of war, he " set Him at nought,
and mocked Him" (Luke xxiii. 11-15).
The soldiers were no better. We might have thought that
though they were expected by the authorities to put Him to death,
they would have at least been tender and sympathetic as far as
they could be. But so far from that they put on Him a crown
of thorns, mocked Him, spat on Him, smote Him, and then led
Him away to be crucified (Matt. xxvii. 27-31). They treated Him
as a transgressor, and "Then were there two thieves crucified
with Him, one on the right hand, and another on the left," so
that He was literally" numbered with the transgressors" (Matt.
xxvii. 38).
Fourthly, He was numbered with the transgressors by the crowd.·
A few days before His crucifixion, "The multitudes . . . cried,
saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is He that cometh
• in the name of the Lord." They called Him" the King of Israel"
and" the prophet of Nazareth" (Matt. xxi. 9, 11; John xii. 13).
Now, however, they cried, "Away with Him," "Let Him be
crucified" (John xix. 15; Matt. xxvii. 15-17, 20-23). Thus
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Herod, Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel
were gathered together and united in the sin of numbering the
sinless One amongst the sinners.
Lastly, He was numbered with the transgressors as the gracious
outcome 01 the Divine purpose.
All the power and purposes and designs of priests, princes,
governors, and people could not have touched the Holy One of
God, apart from the Divine purpose and plan.
When Pilate claimed the power to crucify or release Him, our
Lord said, " Thou couldest have no power at all against Me, except
it were given thee from above" (John xix. 10, 11). Our Lord,
if He had chosen, could have prayed to His Father, and He could
have presently given Him twelve legions of angels to deliver Him
from the malice of men. "But," He said, "how then shall the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be ~ " (Matt. xxvi. 53, 54).
In other words, the Divine purpose, as predicted in the Scriptures,
must be fulfilled. All the conspiracies of men were only doing
what God's hand and God's counsel "determined before to be
done" (Acts iv. 28).
THE FATHER'S PURPOSE.

The death of Christ which followed His being treated as a transgressor was the Father's gracious purpose. He in mercy to "the
people of His choice" laid on Christ their iniquity. He made Him
by imputation to be sin for them. Hence, He was wounded for
their transgressions, He was bruised for their iniquities: the
chastisement or punishment necessary to secure their peace was
upon Him, and with His stripes they are healed. "He bare the
sin of many." He had no sin of His Own, but He bore the penalty
of the sins of His people. He became their holy Substitute and
Surety. "It pleased the Lord to bruise Him." Notice those
words. It was the Father's good pleasure to bruise His eternal
and well-beloved Son with death, in the room and in the stead of
His sinful people: hence He says, "For the transgression of My
people was He stricken" (see Isa. liii. 5, 6, 8, 10, 12; 2 Cor. v. 21).
The Father's purpose is expressed in the words, "Awake, 0
sword, against My Shepherd, and against the Man that is My
Fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite the Shepherd, and the
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sheep shall be scattered" (Zech. xiii. 7). "The determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God " was the real cause of Christ's
death (Acts ii. 23), and that counsel or purpose was due to the
Father's eternal love for fallen sinners. " Herein is love, not that
we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins" (1 John iv. 10).
THE SON'S PURPOSE.

The Father did not compel His beloved Son to be numbered with
the transgressors. It was a voluntary act on His part. He came
on purpose" to give His life a ransom for many" (Matt. xx. 28).
Of His life He says, "No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down
of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take
it again. This commandment have I received of My Father"
(John x. 18).
His death was a voluntary act on His part, and it was the outcome of His Own gracious purpose. He loved the great multitude
who would constitute His Church, and hence He purchased her
with His Own blood. He" loved the Church, and gave Himself for
it," and each believer can say, He "loved me, and gave Himself
for me" (Eph. v. 25; Gal. ii. 20).
"For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died,
And I have died in Thee!
Thou'rt risen: my bonds are all untied;
And now Thou liv'st in me.
When purified,
Made white and tried,
Thy glory then for me! "
When, therefore, we behold Him hanging on the cross, we see
and realize in some small measure the depth of His humiliation
as our holy Substitute, and the greatness and the unfathomable
character of His love for us.
"And can we remain unwounded,
When we know 'twas all for us ? "
Does not the contemplation of such marvellous love stimulate us
henceforth to live, not unto ourselves, but unto Him Who died
for us and rose again ~
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" Oh! for this love let rocks and bills
Their lasting silence break,
And all harmonious human tongll.es
The Saviour's praises speak."
(Watts.)

" There is no motive," says Professor Smeaton, "to a holy life
so powerful and efficacious as that which is drawn from the propitiatory work of Christ, Who, after meeting the demands of the
law and bearing its curse, makes that same law a rule to direct our
steps; and Christians learn to take it from the Mediator's hand."
-The Doctrine 0/ the Atonement as Taught by Christ (p. 358).
THE SPIRIT'S PURPOSE.

The Holy Ghost was at one with the Father and the Son in the
Son's being numbered with the transgressors and bearing the sin
of many. This is suggested by the words, "Who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God" (Heb. ix. 14).
Under the influence of the Third Person in the Trinity Christ
voluntarily laid down His life for the sheep, and was thus" numbered with the transgressors."
What an infinite mercy if we can truly say, "With His stripes
we are healed." Dean Law beautifully says, "By the power of
sin, I was what I was. By the grace of God, I am what I am.
Sin numbered me with transgressors. But eternal purpose and
eternal love laid help for me on One that is mighty. Jesus was
numbered with the transgressors, that I might be numbered with
His saints in glory everlasting."
"Believing, we ~ejoice
To see the curse remove;
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love! "
THE EDITOR.

" IF, in centuries past, men have had the experience of a salvation
which saved them effectively, the salvation must be as effective for us
as it was for them. What was good newsfor them is still good news
for us. The Gospel can be the Gospel, in the true sense of the word,
only if it is eternal and universal. ... The only salvation for the present
time is the salvation for all times, the salvation worked out by Jesus
Christ, 'the same yesterday, to-day and for ever.' "-The Evangelical
Quarterly, April, 1935.
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that
I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my heart faileth,. but God is the
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever."-PSALM lxxiii. 25, 26.
AND this is what the tried and perplexed Asaph learned in "the

sanctuary of God" whither he had been drawn in his" too painful"
condition of soul and mind; wondering at "the prosperity of the
wicked," and the" full cup" of sorrow and adversity wrung out to
God's people. But mark, he had commenced his psalm with an ascription of praise to the God of mercy and all his mercies: "Truly, verily,
God is good to Israel," whilst all meanwhile puzzled and dismayed
him and cast him down in spirit; whilst from indwelling sin and
a deceitful heart, he was" plagued and chastened every morning,"
and in a moment of weakness he began to wonder why. His eyes
were off the throne, and looking within and around, and no wonder
he is beginning to sink, as did Peter on the troubled waters. Yet he
is presently drawn back in mercy and graciously granted a right
attitude of heart and mind, and he owns what heavenly wisdom alone
can impart. "So foolish was I and ignorant; I was as a beast before
Thee." And he is not left there in that awful condition, but is taught
the blessed other side of mercy and recovery. "Nevertheless, I am
continually with Thee; Thou hast holden me by my right hand."
His God had been teaching him very humbling lessons, but He had
not forsaken His dear servant, the work of His own hands. He had not
given him up, nor over unto death as he deserved, and he was confident
as he said, "Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward
receive me to glory." It is just as by recovering and constraining
grace you and I sing, beloved reader, with dear J. Newton:
.. He who hath helped me hitherl.o
Will help me all the journey through."
Affection and love grow and deepen with gracious trial and exercise
of faith; and a deeper, closer acquaintance with Him, Who is His
people's Portion. Another look at himself convinces him that his
heart and flesh do and will fail, "but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion for ever." And reaching this blessed attainment of
Spirit-imparted knowledge, no wonder the heart bursts out in its glad
song of praise, "Truly God is good to Israel." He is "the strength of
my heart and my portion for ever."
If we turn to the dictionary we learn that" portion" is " a part,
a division, a share-part of an estate given to a child or heir-a wife's
fortune." And carrying our thoughts to the heavenly meaning of
our subject, we are blessedly led to Him Who appointeth all things
for His Church, and Who is their everlasting Portion. The Father
has constituted His Son " Heir of all things," and He wills to share
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His inheritance with His blood-bought people. He makes them His
portion and they delight in Him as theirs. "The Lord is my portion,
saith my soul" (Lam. iii. 24), and" the Lord's portion is His people;
Jacob is the lot of His inheritance" (Deut. xxxii. 9). And oh! the
heights and depths of this mercy and love unsearchable. See the
enriching of this wondrous title described by the prophet Jeremiah
(x. 16 and li. 19), " The Portion of Jacob is not like them; for He is
the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of His inheritance;
the Lord of hosts is His name."
But think, beloved, at what a cost did the Lord purchase to Himself,
His portion, His inheritance. He must of necessity identify Himself
with His people; be as one of them; and meet their need in their own
nature; take flesh that He might be the Head over all things to His
mystical body and in Whom she should inherit all things. All her
needs for time are richly supplied, and her inheritance is " laid up for
her in heaven." She, as His portion, is " kept by the power of God"
unto it.
We have a lovely type in the manna of what Christ Jesus is to His
people. It came as the promise of the Lord, "Behold I will rain
bread from heaven for you." He ordained that the people should
go out to gather it " a certain rate every day," and that to everyone
who gathered, should be meted out their portion. "And when they
did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over,
and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man
according to his eating" (Exod. xvi. 18). This passage reminds us
of a similar type. When in the institution of the passover, "every
man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb"
(Exod. xii. 4). "No lack," neither too much nor too little, " nothing
over," are all Scriptural assurances wherein He sees to it that every
child of grace shall rejoice in his appointed" portion." At the end
of your pilgrimage and mine, child of God, just as the Son of man
asked His disciples who had been sent forth on their Divinely commissioned errand, "lacked ye anything?" we shall be constrained
gratefully and adoringly to acknowledge, " Nothing, Lord." How can
or could we lack since Christ is our portion-our living bread? A
whole Christ for every believer! Alas, how little we enter into the
depths of this glorious reality! How straitened we are in ourselves.
How far short we fail in " comprehending with all saints, what is the
length and depth and breadth and height and to know the love of
Christ which passeth knowledge." He is the rich full Christ for poor
empty sinners. Alas, the smallness of the capacity of our little vessels!
But of this we are sure. Once" having tasted that the Lord is gracious,"
we do not stay there. The language of our hearts goes out daily to
Him, " Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want; more than all in Thee I find,"
and the more we find in Him, the more we want. The more we know
of Him, the more we long to know. The closer our walk with Him
the more empty, paltry and unsatisfying this world and its baubles.
" Our conversation is in heaven," and our souls only rejoice when we
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are in company with those of like language. We want to hear Him
spoken of and praised. We want to hear our fellow-believers calling
upon us to " magnify the Lord with me; and let us exalt His name
together." We rejoice when one and another will tell what the Lord
has done for their souls, and what precious truths have been manifested to them in the blessed word. How truly hungry we are made
in searching into the precious Scriptures. What joy when a fresh
gem sparkles out and light is thrown upon the precious page of God's
truth. How thankful we are for a crumb of mercy thus. What food
it is for the soul. How timely was its revelation, just according to
our need. So He sends precept and promise to correct or encourage.
I was led to give a dear young woman in business one of the Scripture
calendars at the commencement of this year, knowing how in these
busy pressing days a word presented to her in the morning might
under the guidance and blessing of the Holy Spirit be her help and
stay for the day's demands in the midst of her exacting life, "by
thronging duties pressed," as the children of God find these days. Her
sister happened to call in one day in the spring and immediately asked,
" What is our crumb for to-day?" and together they approached
the calendar! What a sweet acknowledgement from those two
humble-hearted believers that they were amongst the blessedly
hungering ones content to gather up the crumbs that fall from the
Master's table. They had a spiritual appetite, which must come
from above. They lacked not. They had the children's" portion."
It was their sufficiency. They came short of no good thing promised
to the diligent seeker and the humble follower. There was one in
the days of our Lord upon earth who sought this" crumb of mercy"
on behalf of her devil-possessed daughter. A mother's love encouraged
her to venture, and living faith made her bold in her pleading. She
acknowledged all the Saviour said as " Truth, Lord"; and even when
He would still further try her; firstly, silence; then by telling her
it was" not meet to give the children's bread to dogs," she is not to
be repelled. She had heard Him say to the disciples that He was
" not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel," and that
she could come in there. Grace- had taught her that "this Man
receiveth sinners"; and that she was a "lost sheep" and a "dog" in
heart-felt unworthiness. As dear J. Newton said, although a dog she
had" Israel's tongue," and to such who come unto the alone Saviour,
He says, "I will in no wise cast out." She got what she wanted
(for living faith will take no refusal), healing for her daughter and the
gracious, peace-speaking word for herself, "0, woman, great is thy
faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt." More than" the crumbs,"
even the" I am of the bread of life," a whole Christ and her" unfailing portion for ever."
Dear Dr. Hawker says somewhere in his inimitably precious Portions,
" What a rapturous thought it is to the soul that is conscious of an
interest in it, that God hath a people and that He Himself belongs
to that people, and is of the Lord's portion. There is but one thing
20
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more to make it complete, and that is, when the soul can say and call
the Lord his Portion."
Be it ours, beloved, to feed hourly and daily in secret, upon a precious
Christ in Whom all fulness dwells; to be ever seeking that hlessedness
which is upon them that " hunger and thirst after righteousness" ;
and even now to know something of Him Who is to be our everlasting
portion. May the reaching out after, and longing and thirsting for,
this blessed attainment, remind us solemnly that we " are not our own,
we have been bought with a price," and lead us to desire more and
more to" glorify Him in our bodies and in our spirits, which are His."
I liked the thought recently when reading, "They came to Him
from every quarter." How inclusive that was of state and condition,
class and class. Whoever they were, of whatever nationality, as in
their divers needs they sought the Divine Healer, He sent none unhealed,
nor empty away.
It is our blessedness to know our need, that we may find the Allfulness there iR in Jesus to meet and satisfv that need. Some writer
has given us the thought, taken from n~ture thus: "The actual
provisions of His grace come from the inner vision. He Who puts
the instinct in the bosom of yonder bird to cross the continent in
search of summer sunshine in the southern clime, is too good to deceive
it, and just as surely as He has put the instinct in its breast, so has
He also put the balmy breeze and the vernal sunshine to meet it when
it arrives. He, Who breathes into our hearts the heavenly hope,
will not deceive nor fail us when we press forward to its reaLization."
" And they found as He had said unto them."
Children of God who read these pages, you can set to your seal,
can you not, that the God of the promises has been true to His word
and to you all through your life 1 What you have needed, He has
supplied. Whatever has been your state, condition and circumstances,
He, according to His faithful promise, has been all-sufficient and your
"Portion." So that in all those varied characteristics of Him which
describe Him as fitting into His people's places and being their" all,"
you have found Him to be yo.ur Husband, your Saviour, your Physician,
your Lord, your Keeper. It comes to this, you have found Him the
exact portion of your need, and He has satisfied. Having tasted that
the Lord is gracious, you reach out with deeper longings for Him ;
you rejoice even now in Him and long for that day when He shall
be all and in all and everyone of His" great congregation" will be
perfectly and for ever satisfied. For an all too brief moment, faith
and love were carried out of this little self, and its puny comprehension
as we sang the sublime hymn of dear H. Bonar at a communion service
a few sabbaths since. The last verse was ;.. Feast after feast thus comes and passes by;
Yet passing, points to the glad feast above;
Giving sweet foretastes of the festal joy.
The Lamb's great bridal feaRt of bliss and love."

" The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance."

R.
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THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
" And unto the angel of the Church in Smyrna write,. These things
saith the First and the Last, Which was dead, and ,is alive,. I know
thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I
know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not,
but are the synagogtte of Satan. Fear none of those things which
thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison,
that ye may be tried,. and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life"-or
rather, 'the crown of life.' "He that hath an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit saith unto the Churches ,. He that overcometh shall not
be hurt of the second death."-REVELATION ii. 8-11.
ALTHOUGH this epistle, this brief epistle, was addressed to the Church
at Smyrna, yet as you have observed already, no doubt the 11th verse
extends the application of the letter to all who have an ear to hear
the teaching of this epistle, and can spiritually understand the holy
lessons which it enforces. These seven epistles were addressed to
seven Asiatic Churches which had an historical existence in those early
Christian days, but which are now no longer existent. A question,
dear friends, important for us all to consider, inasmuch as these seven
Churches were planted in apostolic times and enjoyed every possible
advantage which such times could furnish, and yet they no longer
exist. They were, in brief, unfaithful Churches. They ran well for
a season. They presently departed here a little and there a little
from the simplicity that is in Christ. :Moreover, the leaven of false
doctrine and evil practice came into those Churches and was tolerated
by them so that they became themselves partakers of the evil by
toleration of it. Here I pause to remark that this is one of the perils
of our own times, that in the visible Church now evil is being tolerated.
Now when the powers that be tolerate that which is evil, whether it
be corrupt doctrine or evil practice, in God's sight they become
participators in the evil thing itself, and must sooner or later suffer
the righteous consequences due to such a course. God is no respecter
of persons.
There was a president of each of these seven Churches bearing
the title "the angel" of that Church, and these seven angels, or
presidents, were men, and they were ecclesiastics, but they were
not able to save those seven Churches from destruction. They
themselves and all the machinery and organization of the seven Churches
passed away. Our organization may be in a way the marvel of the
earth, but organization, however perfect in itself, will not save a visible
Church, nor will mingled doctrines from our pulpits be tolerated by
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Him Who has laid down the principles of His supreme government of
Churches in these seven epistles. Now this Church of Smyrna occupies
a place of singular interest for all the people of God who travel by
that one path into the kingdom of God which the Lord Himself has
certified and marked, namely, the pathway of tribulation. "We
must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God."
That is an axiom which the Lord Himself has laid down and from
which He will not depart. This Church is entitled "the Church in
Smyrna." Now I am one of those who believe that the titles of these
Churches are all of them significant and will bear a spiritual interpretation. This particular place, Smyrna, signifies "myrrh," and
therefore this Church, which takes her name from the place, signifies
the Church of myrrh. If you were to turn for a moment with me to
the 2nd chapter of the Gospel by St. Matthew, the 11th verse, you
will find this word as it stands in the Revelation, where it is" Smyrna."
" And when they came into the house they saw the young Child with
Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when
they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts;gold and frankincense, and myrrh" -in Greek the word used is the
very same word which is employed here as a proper name, the name
of this city, and then the name of the Church in that city, and therefore
we shall look into this inspired epistle expectant of spiritual teaching,
comparing Scripture with Scripture in directing us in contemplation
to the truth that God's people are an afflicted and a tried people.
Myrrh is a very fragrant thing but it is bitter to the taste. It is a
rare and costly product, and it is obtained, as many of you know,
in a remarkable way. Incisions, deep incisions, are made in the trees
that exude this myrrh, which, considered in the light of God's truth
and applied to the experiences of God's people, leads us to the conclusion that this Smyrna Church was a Church of discipline, a Church
much exercised, a Church given to endure at God's dispensatory hand
many trials. God well knows how to measure out these to His people
individually, and how to allocate them to a Church as a whole. "Many
are the afflictions of the righteous." They are all, however, counted
and weighed and measured-by God's own infallible hand. He never
errs in the administration of His discipline. Painful are the faithful
wounds of the Church's best Friend. And, children of God, you who
know to-night something of a burden in the cross appointed, something
of tears plenteous to drink, may console yourselves by the knowledge
of this truth, that the Lord knoweth the way that you take, that your
afflictions do not spring of the dust, that all of them came to you from
above, from a heavenly Father's hand; that they are all arranged
in an everlasting Covenant designed to work together for your best
good, to yield you unspeakable profit in the Lord's own appointed time.
" And unto the angel," or chief officer, "of the Church in Smyrna
write,. These things saith the First and the Last, Which was dead, and
is alive." The Lord Jesus Christ is the Author of the epistle. We
flpeak of the Epistles of Paul the Apostle, and the Epistles of Petl'r,
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and the Epistles of John, but this is one of the epistles of the once
crucified, now glorified Son of man, the Epistle of Christ to the Church
in Smyrna. But then Christ presents Himself to that Church under
these specific titles, "the First and the Last," "the First," a title
which signifies that He is the Beginning, the Origin, the Author of
all that concerns His Church and people's good. We were reading
to-night from the 89th Psalm, the Psalm of Christ's appointment to
be Israel's King, and we heard the Lord Himself declare, "I have
found David My servant; with My holy oil have I anointed him."
A greater than David is implied in those words. David, as we remarked
in the morning of this day, was in many respects a type of Christ.
The Spirit-taught Christian can see through David the man and
behold a greater than David-David's Lord, and can learn from the
earthly David much that pertains in all its perfection to the Heavenly
David, the Man after God's own heart, the Man Jehovah's Fellow or
Equal, the Man Whom Jehovah has made strong for Himself. "I
have laid help upon One that is mighty." "I am the First." The
Father has given the Lord Jesus the first place by commanding Him
to sit at his Right Hand. There is none higher than the Lord Jesus
in the Heaven of heavens to-night. That glorious, glorified, Son of
man is the centre of all the glory yonder. Every eye is fixed on Him,
all worship is presented to Him; all angels, principalities and powers
offer Him their highest adoration. It is before His face that the
cherubim and the seraphim veil themselves, conscious of the infinite
distance between them as creatures, though redeemed creatures, and
Him, the great Creator. "I am the First."
Then also, " I am the Last," that is, " There is none after Me. I
undertake, I perform, and I perform unto the uttermost, I perfect
that which My Father has given Me, in council" to work out." The
Lord Jesus when at last, according to the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians,
He shall deliver up the kingdom to the Father, will deliver up a perfect
kingdom, lacking nothing from God's own point of view. It will be
perfect. That is what the Father has set His heart upon-upon having
a perfect Church. You read of it, as you remember, in the 5th chapter
of the Epistle to the Ephesians, a Church without blemish and without
wrinkle, without spot or any such thing. And this Church, it is said,
the Lord Jesus shall present to Himself. He will eye, as it were, that
lovely Church of His from head to foot before He surrenders to the
Father what the Father had given Him as Mediator to perfect. Jesus
shall be satisfied with the travail of His soul before He says: "Father,
here am I, and the children whom Thou hast given Me; whom Thou
hast given Me for a sign of Thy faithfulness, an everlasting sign of
Thine everlasting Covenant, of the depth of the riches of Thine
inscrutable grace." And when the Lord Jesus is quite satisfied with
the work of His hands He will ask His Father to find His everlasting
delight in that same Church and people. "I am the Last." There shall
be no need of any finishing touches to be laid upon the work of the
Lord Jesus. He is the Last. And not until-let us remember-it is

296

The Gospel Magazine

not until He has perfected in His people, and in each one individually,
His own glorious likeness, will He be satisfied. Remember that in
the case of each one, the least, of His brethren, it is His will to perfect
His own image, and when He has thus perfected His own image in
the multitude of the redeemed whom no man can number, then He
will be satisfied, and show that He is the Last as well as the First.
" These things saith the First and the Last, Which was dead," the
crucified, "and is alive," the glorified. I think I have already from
this place directed the attention of my dear hearers to the fact that
generally when the Lord Jesus spoke of His death He announced His
resurrection from it; that He rarely spoke of His death without
speaking of His resurrection; His after-life, His aftet-glory, the glories
that should follow. And so we find Him, even in the Heaven of heavens,
as in this place-for this epistle was indited from the Right Hand of
God, indited by the glorified Son of man, Son of God-you see still
in His mind His death and His resurrection are inseparably associated,
and throughout eternity He will have these two truths ever kept in
the forefront of what He Himself shall be to His people. So let us
learn, dear children of God, let us become habituated to His method,
that whenever we talk of His death we practically remember that He
Who was dead is alive. I lay great stress upon this because we are
living in a day when the outward symbolism is largely superseding
the spirituality of worship, and it is a remarkable fact, which shows
how God takes the wise in their own craftiness, that the chief symbol
of the false Gospel of Antichrist is a crucifix, a dead Christ, a Christ
under curse, not a justified Christ, not a Christ cleared from the guilt
imputed to Him, but a Christ apparently under the curse, under the
wrath of God; and this symbol is elevated for the adoration of the
children of men. I say it is a remarkable instance and illustration
of how the all-wise God taketh the wise in their own craftiness by
giving to these false believers and false teachers to symbolize the
falseness of their Gospel by the employment of that which is a sign
of curse and of death. The Christ of true Christianity is a living
Christ. He was dead, He is alive, and we worship Him not as being
dead but as having been dead but now alive, as I say, for evermore,
and He claims as much for Himself, as in this place. "I am the
First and the Last, Which was dead, and is alive." Then hold fast
by the truth: "Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the
firstfruits of them that slept." That is the glory of the true Gospel.
Then you will notice in the next place, having spoken of these activities
and these relationships, and of these titles of His, He declares to this
bruised, suffering Church in Smyrna the excellency of the knowledge
which He possesses regarding that Church-cc I know thy works." Some
of the best works the Church of God ever brought forth were in the
days of her humiliation, when she lay low, when she could not boast
herself of temporalities and great ecclesiastical powers, when she
worshipped in dens and caves of the earth. A bruised Church is a
fragrant Church. Bitter is the experience of persecution; we freely
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grant it. Myrrh has a bitter taste but it is fragrant. We read in
the 45th Psalm of the King of kings, and we are told there His raiment
is fragrant of myrrh, and this brings us into thought and fellowship
with that Man of sorrows. Never raiment smelled of sweet myrrh
as His raiment does. "Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like
unto My sorrow." Now Jesus all through His suffering days on this
earth of ours was unto the Father the fragrance of a sweet smelling
savour, and He would have His people share with Him in fellowship
in thus being to the Father the fragrance of a very sweet smell; hence
it is, as I before hinted, that God's people are appointed unto much
affliction, much temptation, fiery conflicts with the enemy without and
within, but that all these things are in measure, that the Lord has
lovingly arranged them. This being so, the works that are brought
forth by God's people under these conditions are works before ordained
that the saints should walk in them. If our cross is a heavy one,.
if our conflict is a sharp and a fiery one, then does it afford us open
opportunities to wait upon the God of all grace that we may have,
these trials of our faith sanctified to us, and then when they are sanctified they will be very useful to us, they will serve to us as qualifications
for our service. It is when we are most humble that we can deal
most tenderly with others. It is when we are under the burden that
we can sympathize the more with the burdens of others. It is then
that we look not only on our own things but on the things of others.
It is thus we "fulfil the law of Christ "-" bear ye one another's
burdens." And we can well believe that the works which the Smyrna
Church brought forth were thus brought forth. They would be works
of mercy, singularly merciful, for that people would, so far as grace was
operative among them, work out their Master's will and command,
"Be ye merciful even as your Father in heaven is merciful." "I
know thy works"-know the motive of them. After all, dear friends,
the motive is the real measure of the work. The work may be a simple,
unobtrusive one, outwardly considered, the fruit may grow on a very
humble stem, but if the root that brings forth the increase be gracious
it will be lovely in the Lord's sight, Who seeth not as man seeth but
Who looketh upon the heart, not on the outward countenance and
the work, but Oll the hidden man of the heart which is that on which
the work proceeds. The Lord, if you remember, when on one occasion
in the days of His flesh, He sat by the treasury door and watched
for a while the donors as they cast in their offerings into the Temple
treasury, noted one particular case, that of an indigent widow who
brought all she had with her, two mites which make a farthing, and we
are told she gave these two mites into the Lord's treasury. Now it is said
in the narrative that" Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld
how the people cast their money into the treasury"-" how" is the
word, not so much what they cast in. Ah, He was looking on their
hearts all the time. He was looking upon the widow's heart when she
gave her two mites; in His sight they were better than thousands
of gold and silver which the proud-hearted, self-righteous Pharisees
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cast into the treasury, thinking that thereby their works were excellent
in God's sight. Ah, they overlooked the question of motive.
Now the Lord looked upon the motive of Smyrna's service and
He found delight in it. "I know thy works," He is speaking
approvingly of their service of love and faith, their work which they
wrought for His dear name's sake. "I know thy works and tribulation." The original word for tribulation here signifies great pressure,
great compression, and there is something which answers to that in
the experience of troubled hearts. You know what it is when we
are brought into a low place and the upper millstone and the nether
millstone do their work in our experience, how they bring down our
pride, how they reduce us to the dust of self-dissatisfaction, and disapprobation and self-judgment. This is as it should be. The Lord's
word entering into our hearts soon brings down our lofty looks and
our self-satisfaction in service and worship. Oh, children of God,
you sometimes learn to loathe the very prayers you offer, you learn
to loathe the very repentance that finds expression in strong crying
and tears: "false and full of sin I am, Thou art full of grace and
truth." Tribulation-nothing like soul tribulation! The pressure is
extreme, the grinding is small. The Lord brings us down to our
right position in relation to Himself, and then it is He grants us our
season of clear shining, then it is He speaks home the delivering, the
comforting word of His loving lips and says: "Be of good cheer:
it is I; be not afraid." "I know thy tribulation," He says to some
poor troubled heart here to-night. "I know its origin, I know its
ramifications, and I can tell you I do also know its end."
" I know thy poverty (but thou art rich}." This is a paradox. "As
having nothing, and yet possessing all things." "I know thy poverty,
but thou art rich." This is, you see, His interpretation, a Divine
interpretation of that condition of soul which is called poverty. We
are never, dear friends, so enriched as when we confess at the footstool
of God's grace that we have nothing to offer Him, "nothing, Lord,
but a broken heart and a contrite spirit." And He answers, " These
are the sacrifices in which I delight. I delight not in the blood of
beasts. I delight not in the good works of human nature. I delight
in nothing that man can bring to My feet. But in this I take delight
-a broken heart and a contrite spirit, for they are both the gifts,
both of them the gifts of My own hands." Ah, you may safely go to
that mercy-seat to-night, poor burdened sinner, tried one, with that
broken heart of yours, and that contrite spirit of yours; these arc
gifts beyond price, beyond money, which the Lord has granted you.
And if you go thus to Him, empty-handed, bruised, crushed, Smyrnalike, He will find His satisfaction in you. He will not reject the work
of His own hands, but He will rejoice over you with singing, "He
will rest in His love." "Thou art rich." "Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." "Thou art rich."
I pause now, dear friends, and must le8.ve the subject at a most
interesting point, but may it be yours and mine to follow it up by
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prayerful meditation. Let us open this Book in the Lord's sight
more even than we have been accustomed to do. It is a good thing
to open the Word at a definite place and to bow in spirit before the
great Interpreter and ask Him: "Lord, make Thine own word plain
to me. Lord, take of the things of Christ herefrom and show them
unto me; seal them home upon my heart. Make Thy truth more
a reality, Lord; a mightier influence upon my life and conversation,
that Thou mayest be glorified." May He grant this for His own
Name's sake. Amen.
SERM.ONETTE.

THE REALITY OF HELL.
By

THE

LATE

VEN.

ARCHDEACON

NOYES,

M.A., RD.

IN the papers distributed by the International Bible Students Association, there is an article entitled "Little known facts about Hell."
It is too long to criticize fully in a Sermonette, but it may be sufficient
to point out that the word translated "Hell" in the passages cited
from the New Testament, in the article referred to, is Hades, which
means the unseen kingdom of the dead, or gravedom, and corresponds
to the Hebrew word Sheol in the Old Testament, the word used in the
Old Testament Scriptures alluded to in the aforesaid article, a word
which is constantly rendered by Hades in the Septuagint, the Greek
version of the Old Testament Scriptures. But, be it noted, another
Greek word, Gehenna, is the one used to designate Hell as the place
of the future punishment of the lost. It occurs twelve times in the
New Testament, and eleven times out of the twelve it is used by our
Lord Himself. The passages are these: Matthew v. 22, 29, 30; x. 28 ;
xviii.9; xxiii. 15, 33; Mark ix. 43, 45, 47; Luke xii. 5; James iii. 6.
I quote Mark ix. 43, "If thy hand offend thee, cut it off; it is
better for thee to enter into life maimed, than, having two hands to
go into hell (Gehenna) into fire that never shall be quenched: where
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched" (see the following
verses). There are many other 'descriptions of the doom of the lost
in the New Testament. I append several of them. "There shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matt. viii. 12). "Everlasting
punishment" (Matt. xxv. 46). "He that believeth not the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John iii. 36). "The
blackness of darkness forever" (Jude xiii.), etc. But it may be asked,
Are not these words of our Lord and His apostles used in a figurative
way? That may be so, but a figurative expression stands for a reality
which the figure expresses. "It is the obvious design of the sacred
writers, in using such figures, to awaken the idea of something terrible
and fearful. They mean to teach that the punishments beyond the
grave will excite the same feelings of distress as are produced on earth
by the objects employed to represent them. We are so little acquainted
with the state in which we shall be hereafter, and with the nature of
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our future body, that no strictly literal representation of such punishments could be made intelligible to us. From the words of Christ
and His apostles, nothing more can with certainty be inferred than
that they meant to denote great and unending miseries" (Dr. Kitto).
The subject is a very solemn one. But there is a refuge made
known in the Gospel to which the greatest of sinners may flee, " Even
Jesus Which delivered us from the wrath to come" (1 Thess. i. 10).
Reader, be not deceived. Hell, future and eternal punishment is
a reality! All the children of Adam are deserving of this, yet the
glad tidings of the Gospel announce that on the sinner's true repentance, and trust in the merits of the Saviour, he is saved in Him with
an everlasting salvation, Who "once suffered for sins, the Just for
the unjust, that He might bring us to God" (1 Peter iii. 18).
PLEASING GOD.
ONE almost feels the relief that Jacob felt when he turned from his
efforts for the placating of Esau-to pour out his pleas, confessions,
and requests into the ears of the eternal God. Jacob indeed knew
the truth that Solomon expressed long afterwards: "A brother
offended is harder to be won than a strong city," and though he had
sent forward five hundred and eighty of the best of sheep, oxen and
camels, and had instructed his servants as to their obsequious addresses,
he was still uncertain of the issue. " I will appease him with a present
. . . peradventure he will accept of me." Did he have no "peradventure" about the Lord's listening favourably to him 1 If he had
sinned against Esau, had he not sinned against God, not only in his
early days, but more or less continually in thought, word or deed ever
since? Was he always fulfilling the whole demands of love, of praise
and thanksgiving and of trust, and serving his neighbour as himself
with a pure heart fervently? No, he knew he was not: he meant it
when he said, " I am not worthy of all the mercies and of all the truth
which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant." He knew he came short,
for God had revealed Himself to him, and in that measure His servant
learned that he had no claim on'the Divine favour. He had no claim,
but he had a better thing. He had a quenchless thirst, an ever-living
desire for the light of God's countenance, for the communications of
acceptance, for the communion of friendship. What a sad, heartsinking thing it was to have to placate his brother! What a soulrestoring privilege to turn to the " Shepherd of Israel"! "I am poor
and sorrowful"-he felt as David expressed himself, "let Thy salvation
set me up on high." And God heard his prayer, turned the revenge
of Esau into affection, and made his face as the face of an angel to the
prayer-worn traveller. "Thou wast pleased with me," that was the
present deliverance: but only a transitory. happiness, and they soon
parted company. The oxen, camels, and sheep were made very little
of: it was not the present that turned Esau's heart, it was the finger
of God. And no "cattle on a thousand hills," no "rivers of oil."
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are of any avail at the place of need and of prayer to the Almighty.
The psalmist and Jacob would sing in sweet harmony: "I will praise
the name of the Lord with a song, and will magnify Him with thanksgiving." This also shall please ,the Lord better than any ox or
bullock in all the glory of their maturity.
It is because there is forgiveness with Him that the Lord's children
turn infallibly and spontaneously to him for help and mercy and
comfort. Jacob was full of fear and distress, because he felt how
impossible the task was of allaying his brother's fury. The hope and
confidence and outpouring of heart with which he knelt before God
were his because there existed an eternal and unshakeable peace
between himself and the Almighty: and the strength, the persistence,
and the victory that came to him at Peniel were the proofs of heavenly
complacence and pleasure. "He delivered me," David said, " because
He delighted in me." David knew what "free grace" was when
he said that, and he knew that if the words of his mouth and the
meditation of his heart were acceptable in the Lord's sight, it was
because God was his strength and his Redeemer. It was the same
from Enoch's day to the Hebrews. Enoch" pleased God"; he had
the inward testimony of it while he was finding the companionship
of the Holy One. Solomon pleased Him by asking for wisdom. There
were those in Isaiah's day who chose the things that pleased Him,
founding their hope in His promise and faithfulness, and God promised
to give them joy and an everlasting name. But none could say as
the Lord Christ said: "I do always those things that please Him."
No guile was found in His mouth, no iniquity was in His heart, while
He made" His soul an offering for sin." No bribe was in His hands
when He went about doing good. The will of His Father possessed
Him, the zeal of God's house consumed Him. All the pleasure of God
and His delights in the sons of men that went before and that came
after were because of the Lord Jesus, the" express image of His person,"
and our Saviour. It is because mercy is by Him that the" Lord takes
pleasure in them that fear Him, in them that hope in His mercy."
Did the Lord say, "Well done, good and faithful servant, thou
hast been faithful in a few tliings" ~ He said also that the poor
woman's anointing His feet would be spoken of her as a memorial to
the end. It was love that moved her. The ointment that she brought
was no peace offering; it was not to find acceptance with Him, as
Jacob's " little balm, little honey, spices. myrrh, nuts, almonds, and
double money" had been ages before sent to Joseph as a means to
ris charity. We are naturally given to that kind of offering as our
father Jacob was. Joseph has sent for us, no longer brooking separation, but the knowledge of his precious relationship is not fully unfolded,
and we think that some sweetness of ours, some labour or profit, will
help matters. What will it be when He says, " I am Joseph "~ The
balm and the little honey of our proposals will be forgotten; they will
be nowhere when we see His face and know what it means to us tha t
He is yet alive.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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SILVER JUBILEE.

NATIONAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
GOD.
IN Westminster Hall on Thursday, May 9th, the King received the
loyal congratulations of Parliament on his Silver Jubilee.
The LORD CHANCELLOR read an address of greeting from the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal.
MR. SPEAKER then read an address from" the Faithful Commons."
THE KING then read an impressive reply. In each of these historic
documents, we are thankful to say, there was a humble acknowledgement of God.
The LORD CHANCELLOR said:
" With everyone of your Majesty's subjects, whether within the
United Kingdom or in the most distant corners of your Majesty's
Dominions, we give thanks to Almighty God for the blessing and
protection bestowed upon your Majesty during these five and twenty
years; and we pray that for many years to come your Majesty may
continue to rule over us in health and strength and happiness. "
He concluded by saying: "In no formal manner, but from the
depths of our hearts, we pray-God Bless Your Majesty."
MR. SPEAKER said:
"We offer you, with deep respect and affection, the homage of
a free Parliament, and we pray that by the blessing of Almighty God
you will long continue to be the Sovereign of a proud and devoted
people."
THE KING said:
" I have been blessed in all my work in having beside me my dear
wife, of whom you have spoken so kindly.
" I give thanks to Almighty God, Who has thus far sustained me
and my people, and I pray that we may continue to pursue the cause
of freedom and progress in a spirit of peace, -tolerance, and understanding."
A GOOD HINT FRQM A COBBLER'S STALL.
AN ANECDOTE RELATED TO THE AUTHOR BY THE PERSON HIMSELF,
THE REV. R. 8---, OF _LONDON.
Caught in a pelting show'r of rain
When near the City Road,
Lest it should wet me to the skin,
I to a cobbler's stall popp'd in;
The door stood wide abroad.
I begg'd a moment there to stay
Until it should subside;
And whilst he did his lapstone pat
We entered on a friendly chat:
I spoke, and he replied:

/
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" Old soles," said I, "that still decay
Thou dost to mend devise;
But canst thou not thy powers extend
An old apostate heart to mend,
Wherein all mischief lies? "
He paused a moment, dropt his awl,
Look'd up, and thus he said:
" I might as well attempt to bind
The surging ocean or the wind
With this my waxen thread.
"No, sir, a heart so bad as mine,
So vile in all its bearing,
Is like the leprous house that must
At once be levell'd with the dust
For 'tis beyond repairing.
" Go, sir, and search the sacred page,
That holy book's a true one;
Nor does it e'er a thought admit
Of God's intent in mending it,
But giving us a new one."
This lesson at Gamaliel's feet
Was never learnt by Paul,
Nor was it by the cobbler drawn
From mitred heads in sleeves of lawn,
Brought up at Edmund Hall.
Thus spake the man, a saint indeed
By holy calling too.
He still contrives old soles to mend,
But says he never shall pretend
To make an old sole new.
I blushed with shame beside the kit
And ponder'd o'er his word,
And still believe and dare maintain,
The cobbler's hint was net in vain,
The thing was of the Lord.
With hand in hand we bade farewell,
I left his humble shed.
And from that period to this hour
Have cause to bless that pelting shower
For what the cobbler said.
John Kent.
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"WOUNDED FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS."
By MR. LYTHGOE, OF MANCHESTER.
" But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
• iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was ttpon Him; and
with Hl:S stripes we are healed."-IsAIAH liii. 5.
IN considering this precious portion of the Word of God you cannot
help noticing the personal note centred in that little word "our"
which runs through the whole of the text. It is good when you and
I, led by the Holy Spirit of Truth seek out and desire to know our
interest in the eternal truth of revelation. The prophet Isaiah seems
to have had a faith's view of the great sacrifice for sin. Also you will
note that this favoured prophet was referred to when our Lord came
to Nazareth, and there was delivered unto Him the book of the Prophet
Esaias and when He had opened the book he found the place where
it was written, " The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath
anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor. He hath sent me to
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captive, and
recovering of sight to the blind. To set at liberty them that are
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord" (Luke iv. 17-19).
You will notice, beloved, that the words of our text are addressed
to special characters, who are described as follows: First, they are
transgressors; second, they have committed iniquities; third, they
are a people who know what warfare is; and, lastly, they feel the
grievous wounds which sin has made, and therefore, we would point
out to you that our Lord's mission published in the synagogue at
Nazareth was to these very characters. Listen to the bitter lamentation of the Church as set forth in this very chapter (verse 6): "All
we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned everyone to his own
way, and the Lord hath laid upon Him the iniquity of us all." You
will find that the experience of the saints of God throughout all ages
bears testimony to the gracious truths set forth in our text. Those
who are made alive unto God and brought under the Divine teaching
of the Holy Spirit are taught the great lesson of the exceeding sinfulness
of sin and its wounding power; and as it is out of the fulness of the
heart that the mouth speaketh, we find that the saints of God throughout all ages speak from a living experience of what they feel of their
sin-burdened condition in the sight of God.
If we turn hack to Genesis we find that Adam tries to hide himself
from God under the knowledge of his sin-fallen condition. David
in the fifty-first Psalm cries out of the agony of his soul, " Haye mercy
upon me, 0 God, according to Thy loving kindness, according unto the
multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash
me thoroughly from mine iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For
I acknowledge my transgressions and my sin is ever before me."
Isaiah, when he saw the holiness of God, cried out, "Woe is me for
I am undone, because I am a man of unclean lips and dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips, for mine eyes have seen the King,

....
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the Lord of Hosts." We might also bring to your notice the :New
Testament saints, who were all taught by the enlightening grace of
the Holy Spirit, their great need of the precious application of the
balm of Gilead to heal the wounds which sin had made.
We therefore see that those who are made alive unto God, all feel
the wounds of sin and know they are transgressors in the sight of
God. Now our text tells us that" He was wounded for our transgressions," but before you and I can draw unction from this living
stream, we have to come under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and
be made alive to our lost and ruined state, and feel the wounds that
sin has made sealed home upon the conscience. We thus have the
inward witness of the Holy Spirit that we are transgressors, and we
only learn this lesson by the inward light shining into our soul and
bringing to remembrance our sins. It is just as much a part of salvation's plan to convince of sin as it is to quicken a soul from death
unto life, and such a character from felt necessity cries out with the
publican of old, " God be merciful to me, a sinner."
To such a one in God's own appointed time the healing power of
the word is spoken, " He was wounded for our transgressions." And
if you and I receive such a divine anointing we shall find that faith
is given to believe the promise which is sealed home upon the heart and
conscience. Our text also tells us that "He was bruised for our
iniquities." Let us try and examine closely what is the blessed Spirit's
teaching set forth here. "He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities." We therefore see that it was our
transgressions that wounded the Lord of life and glory, and it was our
iniquities that bruised Him. When we think of this, we see the great
c9st of that precious balm and healing ointment that God provided
for the wounds of sin. It was none other than the dreadful sufferings
wrought out by our Lord and Saviour in Gethsemane's garden and OD
the accursed tree of Calvary, and this precious healing stream could
only flow as our Saviour was wounded for our transgressions and
bruised for our iniquities. We see, therefore, that this is what dear
Cowper sings of"E'er since by fa.ith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die."

Thirdly, we read that" The chastisement of our peace was upon
Him." The precious Lamb of God took the room and place of His
people and bore the penalty of all their breaches of the.lawand suffered
the divine chastening of the Father's wrath against sin that His
members might have peace with God, and therefore I understand
this word to teach us that our Lord and Saviour stood in our room
and stead and bore the penalty due to the sinner, went to the end of
the law and thus wrought out peace between God and the sinner,
and it is only as you and I can enter in by precious faith into redemption's glorious work wrought out by our Lord and Saviour, that we
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are able to say, "The chastisement of our peace was upon Him."
This means to say that Christ bore in His agonizing and bloody sweat
the chastisement that belonged to you and me.
Let us go a little further, and may the Holy Spirit enlighten each
one of us to understand this great mystery of salvation. Never forget
that it is according to the revealed purpose of God that the Gospel
shall be preached to all nations, and that this glorious vision of
redeeming love should be held forth that sinners might look and live.
Therefore weigh well this precious portion of the Word of God, " But
He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with
His stripes we are healed."
Let us now try to consider for a few moments the last clause of
our text, " With His stripes we are healed." I would solemnly point
out to each one of you that though it was by wicked hands that Christ
was taken and nailed to the tree, though he was put to ignomony and
shame in the court of Pilate, though he was scourged with many stripes,
yet Peter tells us, "Him being delivered by the determinate council
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain." From this Scripture, we draw the previous
teaching that the Lord of life and glory bore the cross, despised the
shame, that He might redeem to Himself His loved Church, and heal
the dreadful wounds that sin had made.
We therefore see that each stripe that was laid upon Him was
according to the determinate council and foreknowledge of God, and
was willingly borne by our dear Redeemer to heal the wounds that sin
had made. When we think of these things we desire to participate
in that precious look of faith as set forth by the prophet Zechariah,
" In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness"
(chapter xiii. 1). Isaiah also cried out, "Look unto me and be ye
saved all the ends of the earth." Therefore, this precious vision of
Gospel grace is still witnessed in our midst that sinners may look and
live.
It is a living proof to all of us that the Word of God is still under the
anointing of the Holy Spirit, the living testimony which He has given
to His Church, and this precious Gospel shall be witnessed amongst
all nations until the last vessel of mercy shall be called home. It will
never fail, for the Lord has said," My word shall not return unto me
void." However few we may seem to be it matters not. However
despised we are, God's people will be still gathered together to fulfil
the purposes of His grace, for He has said, " All thy children shall
be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children."
And this great work of the knowledge of salvation is all wrought out
according to the purposes of God, Who by the" foolishness of preaching" brings men and women to the knowledge of salvation. This
Gospel is God's own witness which He will honour. It is also a divine
revelation of His grace, mercy, and love to sinners. The devil cannot
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destroy the preached word. He tries hard and long to quench the
fire of the Spirit of God, but he will never succeed as it is kindled by
love divine in the heart of each ransomed soul.
A child of God may feel much darkness of soul, and the fire of God
may only seem a small spark, but we have the precious promise that
the bruised reed He will not break, nor will He quench the smoking
flax. The holy martyrs of old burned under the blessed anointing
of the Holy Spirit, and were enabled to suffer the fires of persecution
for the love of Christ which passeth knowledge. This precious Gospel
of the grace of God, then, is the divine oil that flows into the hearts
of His redeemed people to feed the flame of heavenly love, which God
Himself has planted in their souls. The preaching of the Gospel,
according to the purpose of God, is used that sinners dead in trespasses
and sins may be quickened and made to live unto God.
We have the gracious testimony in the psalms: "The entrance
of Thy Word giveth light." It is also used under the power of the
Holy Spirit as set forth in Luke's Gospel: "To heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and recovering of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those that are bruised, to preach the
acceptable year of the Lord." Hence we see the blessed consolations
of the Gospel of the grace of God. Oh, that the Holy Spirit would
anoint us this night that we might be able to draw water from these
wells of salvation. "But He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes we are healed."
If faith is given to lay hold upon it, should not we weep tears of joy,
sorrow, and contrition? We want the Gospel to come with power
from on high, to witness to God's efficacious grace, and say unto our
souls, "I am thy salvation." This sweet hope is as an anchor to the
soul, sure and steadfast. Dear Annie Steele sweetly sings:"May the sweet hope that thou art mine
My life and death attend,
Thy presence on my jonrney shine,
And crown my journey's end."
We read in the Song of Solomon, "Because of the savour of thy
good ointments, thy name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the
virgins love thee." Now one closing word. I have pointed out to you
the description and characteristics of a living soul as witnessed by
God's unerring word, and we pray that each one of us may have grace
to examine ourselves to know whether we be in the faith or not.
Remember that the fountain for sin and for uncleanness is for the
house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. These characters
belong to the King's household, who are inhabitants of the royal city.
What a mercy then if you and I know something of the wounds and
bruises of sin. No child of God can sin cheaply.
.
The tender conscience of a living soul grieves over sin, and daiiy
comes before God as a sinner. He comes to the fountain and desires
21
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to be washed from every stain. It is written: "They shall look on
Him Whom they pierced."
"Take courage then, my trembling soul,
One look to Christ will make thee whole."
The Lord in His rich mercy brings His Own people into the possession
of a tender conscience, and they have to say with the prophet, " All
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." This Gospel is a divine mystery,
and can only be unfolded under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, Who
reveals to the soul first its iniquity, and secondly the efficacious work
of the Saviour of sinners Who came to seek and to save that which was
lost. A poor seeker will find there are many stumbling blocks cast
in his way, as he seeks to know his interest in redeeming love. But
dear Berridge gives us a word of encouragement :"If unto Jesus thou art bound

A crowd about Him will be found,

Attending day and night,
A wordly crowd to din thy ears
And crowds of unbelieving fp,ars
To hide Him from thy sight.
Yet all in vain and noisy crowd
Is but a thin and lowering cloud,
A mist before thy eyes;
If thou press on the crowds will fly,
Or if thou faint to Jesus cry,
And He will send supplies."
In conclusion we would say that very little is heard in these dark
days of the dreadful disease of sin, and few we meet who know anything of bearing the marks which sin has made, which causes the
sinner taught by the Holy Spirit, to know what the old divines
described as the pains of hell. If you and I have been taught by
the Holy Ghost what sin truly is, we shall be seeking the divine remedy.
We shall not be satisfied with outward forms of religion, and shall
require that divine application that Isaiah testified of to heal our
wounded consciences. Let us ever remember that Christ was sent
to preach the Gospel to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted, to deliver
the captives, to give sight to the blind. This was His Divine mission,
this great work is still being carried on, for the Lord hath still a
remnant according to the election of grace to whom the name of
Jesus is as ointment poured forth.
Do we need this precious Saviour to heal our wounds, to breathe
peace into our souls 1 I can testify before you all that I need Him.
I know what sin is, and the breaking out of my wounds calls for fresh
applications of the sprinkling of that blood which speaketh better
things than that of Abel. It is by the Word of God and the precious
application of the Word to our souls and consciences that the healing
power of the Gospel is made known, and it is only as we taste of these
wells of salvation and drink a draught of the new wine of the kingdom
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that Gospel peace is enjoyed by the soul. Peace through Jesus Christ,
who is the Tree of life, and Whose leaves are for the healing of the
nations.
We who preach watch for signs following and love to hear the
sinner's knock who stands at mercy's door. We love to see the
trembling hand of faith stretched out to touch even the hem of His
garment. Remember that just as the poor woman in the Scriptures
sought unto Jesus, and said, "If only I can touch the hem of His
garment I shall be made whole," so the trembling hand of the seeking
sinner from a felt necessity must be stretched out in prayer and supplication to receive the precious grace of the Gospel. If I have in this
gathering such characters, who have the experience of being wounded
and bruised by sin, I say unto you, and may the Holy Ghost seal it
upon your heart, "But He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes we are healed." May the Lord Himself
add His own blessing. Amen.

" THE MEANING OF LEAVEN."

By

THE LATE PASTOR JAMES STEPHENS,

M.A.

(From Our Outlook.)

I
r.

AGaIN, in the parable of the leaven, we see the same thing. I know
that this parable has been generally interpreted as indicating the
spiritual, quiet, progress of Christianity; the spread of Christian
truth, silently, but effectually, in society; and the spread of Christian
influence through social institutions. But, seeing that the parable of
the Tares is interpreted by our Lord, and that He does not give the
interpretation of the parable of the Leaven, we must interpret the
latter according to the interpretation which He has given of the former.
Now our Lord sets forth, in the parable of the Tares, that" both shall
grow together until the harvest"; in other words, that evil ones will
be in His professed kingdom till the end of the age. Therefore the
parable of the Leaven cannot indicate the gradual spread of good until
all is made good, and until all is truly Christian, at the end of the age.
What then does the leaven mean ~ When we find such a word used
figuratively, the true way of interpreting it is, not to draw on our
imagination, but to find, by a careful comparison of the passages of
Scripture in which it is used in a figurative sense, what is its true
meaning when so employed. Now we find the word" leaven" occurring in the law. " Thou shalt not offer the blood of my sacrifices with
leaven." "Thou shalt not burn leaven with the offering of the Lord."
In these passages leaven is evidently wmething that God will not
have, and cannot accept. Again, we find our Lord Jesus using the
word in Matthew xvi. 6, "Take heed and beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees." The disciples did not understand
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the meaning of His words till He explained them. After His explanations we are told that, " They understood that He spake not of the
leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees."
Once more, we find the word used by Paul. He says, " Let us keep
the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and
wickedness, but with the unleaved bread of sincerity and truth."
From these passages one can see clearly this simple fact, that the word
" leaven" indicates something that, in God's sight, is evil. The
meaning given to it by our Lord Himself, that is to say, human
doctrine as opposed to that which is Divine, is one which we may use
in the interpretation of this parable.
Leaven, therefore, indicates human doctrine, doctrine that has its
origin simply in the heart of man, as distinct from revealed truth.
This doctrine, which has its origin in the heart of man, being put
into the wholesome meal of God's truth, permeates it until the whole
of its three measures are affected and changed by the introduction.
This is precisely what we find. Consider what has taken place, say,
in Roman Catholicism. Can we doubt for a moment that, while
Rome of the great central truths of Christianity are held by the Roman
Catholic Church, these truths have been modified, affected, and changed,
by the introduction of purely human doctrine, so as to lose their
peculiar power? Such doctrines as the worship of Mary, the mediation
of saints, the priesthood of men, the sacrifice of the mass, ha\'e acted
like leaven on meal. The Roman Catholics believe in the Trinity,
in inspiration, in the work of our Lord Jesus Christ; they have
doctrines that are blessedly powerful among the real children of God;
but these doctrines are modified, and even nullified, through the
introduction of doctrine which is the outcome of the evil heart of man.
And if you look at the Greek Church you see much the same as you
see among Roman Catholics. Nay, even if you look at so-called
Protestant Churches, you see the presence and working of " leaven."
Cast your eyes, for example, over Germany, and you find that, while
the great fundamental truth of justification by faith is held, yet the
power of the doctrine is largely gone, because a merely human idea
of faith has been put into it and has leavened it. Faith has become
what James calls a dead faith, a mere intellectual assent to a statement,
and not a commitment by the sinner of his soul to the living Lord
Jesus, as One able to save. Thus, the parable of the Leaven, in keeping
with the parable of the Tares, predicts the failure of Christendom.
" I HAVE no objection to your calling GoB. your Father if he bas called
you his child. It is by degrees we attain to this knowledge. First
the blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear."-William Tiptaft.
" A CHRISTIAN was once asked how he kept so cheerful since he had
come down in the world. 'When I was rich I had God in everything,
but now I am poor I have everything in God,' was his reply."Dr. Owen.
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THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.
THE resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead was a
wonderful display of Divine power. The Jews crucified Him, but
" God raised Him from the dead." It is the prerogative of God alone
to quicken the dead. Men can utilize the forces of steam, water and
electricity, and they can convey men and things almost at lightning
speed from one place to another. They are able to set inanimate
things in motion, but they cannot give life to the dead. God alone
can do this. It was by "the exceeding greatness of His power"
that He raised Christ from the dead, and" set Him at His Own right
hand in the heavenly places." The resurrection reminds us of the
mighty power of God, and how comforting is this truth! Jacob, when
blessing his son Joseph, said, " His bow abode in strength, and the
arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God
of Jacob." The God Who raised up Christ can quicken those who are
dead in trespasses and sins. He can raise them up and make them sit
representatively in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. He can uphold
them with His power, deliver them from the hands of their enemies,
provide for them in want, comfort them in trial, guide them in perplexity, and eventually bring them to glory. Nothing is too hard
-for Him Who, by His power, raised up His dear Son from the dead.
The right hand of the Lord is able to bring mighty things to pass.
The resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ was a frustration of human
design. Joseph's brethren sought to frustrate the designs of God
when they sold him into Egypt. They said, " We will see what will
become of his dreams." Their efforts, however, proved futile. The
chief priests and scribes doubtless designed to bring the cause of Jesus
of Nazareth to an end when they cried, " Let Him be crucified." But
though " Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people
of Israel, were gathered together" against the Lord and His Anointed,
they could only do whatsoever God's hand and God's counsel determined before to be done. He that sitteth in the heavens laughed at
their puny efforts, and said, "Yet have I set My King on My holy
hill of Zion." The stone which. was set at nought by the Jewish
builders became the Head of the Corner, for He maketh even the wrath
of man to bring glory to His Name. So God's counsel shall stand. He
. will do all His pleasure. No device of Satan or of men can hinder the
accomplishment of His purposes. He has purposed to call, quicken,
justify, keep, and glorify the objects of His eternal love, and no
power can frustrate His gracious designs. "No weapon that is
formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage
of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of Me, saith the
Lord."
- The resurrection of Christ is a well-established historical fact. When
God raised Him from the dead He "showed Him openly, not to all the
people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God . . . who did eat
and drink with Him after He rose from the dead." On ten different
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occasions "He showed Himself alive after His passion." On one
occasion He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at once.
These were fully convinced of this great fact, and many of them laid
down their lives rather than renounce the truth which they attested.
The continuous observance of the Lord's day-the day of His resurrection-from apostolic times down to the present, is also a remarkable
witness to the truth of this great historical fact. In drawing comfort,
then, from this great fact, the Lord's people have abundant proof
of its truth.
The resurrection of Christ was a fulfilment of God's promises. "The
promise that was made to the fathers God hath fulfilled the same . . .
in that He hath raised up Jesus again." The resurrection of Christ
was foretold in the Old Testament Scriptures. "He rose again the
third day according to the Scriptures." The promise of God was
thus fulfilled. Moreover, the promise that" God would justify the
heathen through faith" which was contained in the words, "In
Thee shall all nations be blessed," depended for its realization on the
resurrection of Christ. His resurrection was the proof that He had
exhausted the penalty due to His people's sins, and that He had
thus fulfilled His engagements as their Surety. It demonstrated His
Divine Sonship and made possible the bestowal of " the sure mercies
of David." The resurrection, therefore, is one of the great proofs that
our God is "the faithful God, Which keepeth Covenant and mercy
with them that love Him." We can thus rely upon Him as the" God
that cannot lie."
The resurrection of Christ was permanent and abiding. "Christ
being raised from the dead, dieth no more; death hath no more
dominion over Him." In like manner the resurrection of His people
at His coming will be of an abiding character. "Neither can they die
any more; for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children
of God, being the children of the resurrection." His resurrection is
thus the pledge of that of His people. "This corruptible must put
on incorruption." And then the saying that is written shall be brought
to pass, " Death is swallowed up in victory." Let us rejoice and be
glad, for our adorable Redeemer hath overcome death and opened
the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
IS HUMAN NATURE IMPROVING?
MR. BALDWIN'S speech on "Plans for Defence" in the House of
Commons, on May 22nd, shows that the answer to the above question
is a decided" No." He said, " I have been occupied myself in studying questions of air-raid precautions, and I tell the House that I have
been made almost physically sick to think that I and my friends,
and statesmen in every country of Europe, 2000 years after our Lord
was crucified, should be spending our time thinking how we can get
the mangled bodies of children to hospital, and how we can keep the
poison gas from going down the throats of the people. It is time that
all Europe recognized this."
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)poung fOUtS' lDage.
HARD QUESTIONS.

IT was Sunday night, and the minister's family sat long around the
supper table. I do not know what the text of the evening sermon
had been, but it had led to a discussion about the mysteries of the
doctrines of election and predestination. Whilst the elder children
were joining in the talk, the younger ones sat absorbed and fascinated,
drinking it all in. It was late when at last the party broke up, and
the little ones, who stayed up for supper only on Sunday nights, were
quickly despatched to bed.
Frances went to her own room in the attic-the same little room
where you saw her once before; but it looked different to-night,
because the bed was turned another way. Frances was fond of moving
the furniture about to make a change. She was soon in bed, but
somehow she could not get to sleep. The conversation at supper had
stirred up in her mind a problem which was constantly recurring to
her. Was she, or was she not, among the elect? Nobody had ever
spoken to her directly on the subject, and she would never have
thought of asking anyone about it; but the talk of the elders was
often on such topics, and it was a great trouble to Frances. Usually
she was able to dismiss it from her mind by trying to think about
something else; but to-night that was impossible. She lay in bed,
tossing restlessly. I suppose she was about eleven or twelve at the
time; anyhow she was quite able to reason it out. "If I am one of
the elect," she thought, " I am bound to be saved some time; and I
can't make myself elect; so hadn't I better just wait, and hope it
will be all right?" In this way she had often put the subject out
of her mind. But she went on thinking: "And if I am not one of
the elect, I can't possibly be saved, so it is no use bothering about it."
But this prospect was too awful. Suppose she were to die that night
in her sleep! Frances could not bear to think about it, knowing that
if she were not saved, she would surely be lost. Besides, in her heart
of hearts she knew that though her reasoning sounded logical enough,
yet there was something wrong in it somewhere. She tossed and
turned, trying to remember what the Bible said about election. But
not a verse would come to her mind, and Frances was almost in despair.
It was at this juncture that some words of Scripture did come to
Frances; and they came with power, though they did not seem to
refer to election. "Him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out."
Frances just seized those words with her mind, and held on to them.
It was the Lord Jesus Himself Who had said that sentence, and
Frances at once accepted it for truth. "It must be true, if He said it,"
she thought; '" in no wise cast out'; it doesn't say anything about
being elect; perhaps I don't need to bother about that, after all. Oh,
Lord, it is too hard for me to understand about whether I am elect
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or not, but, oh, Lord! Jesus did say, ' Him that cometh to Me I will
in no wise cast out'; don't cast me out, for Jesus' sake. Amen."
Frances was soon sound asleep after that.
It is quite likely that some of you who read this have been troubled
over the same problem that distressed Frances. Then perhaps the
text that was given to her may be a help to you. There can be no
doubt at all that the sinner who comes to Christ will never be cast
out; the Lord Jesus will never turn away the boy or girl who comes.
to Him. When the mothers brought their little ones to the Lord,
the disciples tried to prevent them, but what did He say? "Suffer
the little children to come unto Me." And He took them up in His.
arms. What a loving Saviour! Not only does He receive those that
come to Him, but He laid down His life for them, bearing their sin
in His own body on the tree.
The text that was such a help to Frances is in the sixth chapter of
John's Gospel, and if you look you will find that it is the second half
of a verse. The first half, which Frances did not recollect, says, " All
that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me "; which is the same as
saying, " All that the Father hath chosen shall come." So you see
that no fears about election need prevent your coming to the Lord
Jesus, for you would never come at all if the Father were not drawing
you. "By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God."
DA!>1ARIS.
"ANY HIM."
By JOHN BUNYAN.
" THIS Scripture also did now most sweetly visit my soul; 'And him
that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.' Oh! the comfort that I
had from this word, 'in no wise'! As who should say, By no means,
for nothing whatever he hath done. But Satan would greatly labourto pull this promise from me, telling of me, that Ohrist did not mean
me and such as I, but sinners of a lower rank that had not done as I had
done. But I would answer him again, Satan, here is in these wordlt
no such exception,. but him that comes, him, any him: him that cometh
to Me I will in no wise cast out. And this I well remember still, that
of all the slights that Satan used to take this Scripture from me, yet he
never did so much as put this question, But do you come aright? And
I have thought the reason was, because he thought I knew full well
what coming aright was; for I saw that to come aright, was to come
as I was, a vile and ungodly sinner, and to cast myself at the feet of
mercy, condemning myself for sin. If ever Satan and I did strive,
for any word of God in all my life, it was for this good word of Christ;
he at one end and I at the other. Oh! what work did we make ~
It was for this in John, I say, that we did so tug and strive, he pulled,
and I pulled; but God be praised, I got the better of him; I got
some sweetness from it."-Grace Abounding.
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In J!lemoriam.
THE LATE MR. J. T. PLENTY.
A BRISTOL paper for April 16th gave the following allusion to one
so familiar to many of us and with whom we had held fellowship in
the Gospel for long years.
" WORKER FOR CHURCH

AND

CHARITIES.

" Death in his 93rd Year of Horfield Resident.

" The death has taken place in his 93rd year of Mr. John Tiley
Plenty, of 19, Beverley Road, Horfield, a well-known Bristol Church
and charitable worker.
"Mr. Plenty was connected for a long time with St. Werburgh's
Church, taking a keen interest in the work of the Men's Bible Class
there, and later worshipped at St. Mary-Ie-Port Church (City).
" There he was a well-known figure, attending the services for a
period of nearly thirty years.
" He was also actively interested in the work of Bristol institutions,
and for many years gave men inmates from Eastville Institution an
annual outing.
" A great religious tract distributor, he was often to be seen on
Sundays distributing tracts in the city."
There was subsequently a further allusion to Mr. Plenty's funeral,
which was attended by his five sons. Mr. Plenty wrote an appreciative letter to the Editor of this Magazine in August, 1932, to which
the Rev. T. Houghton made kindly reference. He had then reached
the age of ninety years, and was still able to carry on his weekly visits
to the public institutions, where he was a well-known and welcome
figure in the men's wards.
Our dear friend had a chequered pathway and has often spoken
of the Lord's mercies and deliverances and help in time of need. As
a young man he once related to me he was full of the world and with
no desire towards God. Theatres and London life of vanity and
worldliness were all he cared for. At the age of twenty-five he married,
and to use his own expression, " The Lord turned me right round,"
but I do not know by or through what means his conversion came.
Successful in business and wondrously prospered for some years, his
prosperity was suddenly turned by unscrupulous men abroad and the
consequences found him plunged into ruin. Then it was that his one
desire was to work and witness for the Lord. His affiiction was truly
sanctified and undoubtedly that desire was inspired and accepted, and
he was for long years a speaking object lesson to others, as he sought
to " sow beside all waters" and to obey the Divine command, " In
the morning sow thy seed and in the evening withhold not thine hand,"
etc. For over forty years he was a humble tract distributor, and tens
of thousands of Gospel tracts and portions of Holy Scripture have
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been the seed broadcast by his untiring labours and unflagging efforts.
Mr. Plenty had quite a way of his own, and at any prompting fulfilled
his mission, feeling it was given him from above. Thus, month by
month and year after year, he posted the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, etc., to
hospitals (care of the matron) in New Zealand, Australia, America,
India, etc., and was cheerfully confident that in some way or other
the "good seed" would fall upon "prepared ground" and bring
forth" fruit unto God." He was wonderfully cheerful and uncomplaining and full of praise in quoting precious hymns and texts. He
would often speak with a sort of sacred joy of how he had prayerfully
named one of his own babes Joshua, and how little he then thought
that that very son would in after years be one to enter the Holy Land
with General Allenby.
And again, with what a soft and chastened spirit in later years he
held in his arms the little baby son of Joshua, and had an unusually
sacred season in his own soul as he prayed for this infant grandson's
salvation. He had granted him marvellous strength and health for
many years, and would spend most of his days out of doors, often
covering great distances distributing Gospel tracts, and finally arriving
at St. Mary-Ie-Port Church for the week-night service, after passing
some hours in his loved work on his way thither. He had a great
love for the then Rector, the Rev. James Ormiston, and even when
deafness afflicted him he was seldom absent, and would, whilst
mournfully confessing he had heard scarcely a word, gather some
fragment from one and another, and go on his way home meditating
and pondering the text or brief sentences supplied him.
On the attainment of his ninetieth birthday one of our city councillors
(Mr. H. Birt) wrote in the Daily Express his kindly congratulations
on Mr. Plenty's attaining the ripe age of 90 years, and told how he had
been conversant with his activities for years at Baptist Mills. "Forty
years ago," said Mr. Birt, " Bristolians all knew of Plenty's tannery,
Pennywell Road, and even then Mr. Plenty gave up his evenings
for social and religious work which he carried on at the tannery.
l'4isfortune attending the business, a test of faith presented itself
from which he emerged with -a truly wonderful spirit, and from that
time his whole life has been devoted to Christian service to the needy:
visitations in their homes and in the institutions and Southmead
Hospital. I am proud to have known Mr. Plenty. His life has been
an inspiration to many, for he has shown how to override the tide of
misfortune."
Dear Dr. Doudney, preaching on one occasion, made the remark
from the pulpit, " There is one here, who has lost an earthly fortune,
but is inheritor of a far richer and eternal inheritance."
Mr. Plenty has told me how he had a breakfast and dinner room
fitted up for his men, and how every morning for seventeen years he
attended from 9.0 to 9.15 and read a portion of Holy Scripture and
Fletcher's Daily Portion, and had a hymn and prayer before the men
went to work. At the dinner hour one of the missionaries of the
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U.B.M. ander dear Mr. Ormiston would come and give a short address,
and the same room was used nightly for some Gospel address by godly
laymen who kindly lent him their services under different auspices.
After many days dear old Mr. Plenty was recently tract distributing
in that neighbourhood of his early business labours, and as he handed
one to a middle-aged person she said, " Are you Mr. Plenty ~ " and
being assured, she went on to say, " I was one of your Band of Hope
members at Pennywell Road, and that, pointing to a child at her side,
is my grandchild."
Our dear old friend knew the secret balm for sorrow and the One
Refuge in all times of trouble. He derived much comfort from the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and the Editor and other writers were dear to him,
and he would often speak with sacred joy and gratitude of blessing
to his soul in reading therein.
"I thank God for the wonderful help received by the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE articles. Specially was I helped recently in reading (in
August, 1918) , I will bring the blind by a way they know not.' Mr.
Houghton's, too, was very helpful indeed-so are all. The sermon by
Watts Wilkinson I have read again and again. The matter in
GOSPEL MAGAZINE is so helpful. Your God-helped work in GOSPEL
MAGAZINE is a great blessing. May the dear Lord long spare you for His
service," etc., etc., were his frequently expressed appreciation of our
time-honoured Magazine. And now all these streams of grace are no
longer needed. Our dear friend is being supplied in fulness of joy at
the Fountain Head. After a somewhat long and tedious waiting time
the Lord's aged servant has been gathered to his eternal rest. Increasing weakness was manifest to his kind and attentive wife and daughter,
and then a fall in his room and a fractured arm were the ordained
means whereby he laid aside the weary flesh and rests in hope of a
glorious resurrection unto eternal life.
R.

DISAPPOINTED POLITICIANS
IN a speech at Llandrindod Wells on April 8th, Mr. Stanley Baldwin
said :" The Great Powers have a long history, and what happened in
1914 has not essentially changed their character, and it was a profound
mistake to imagine that imposition of the Treaty of Versailles was
going to change and transform the natures of those upon whom it
was imposed any more than the nature of those who imposed it.
" At the end of the war many in this oountry and in others embraced
those doctrines of nationality, self-determination and democracy as
the keys of a new heaven upon earth.
" It has been found that the keys do not fit, that heaven is as far
away as ever. We fought the war to make the world safe for democracy,
and the world is not safe for democracy and all that that word means
to-day."-The Morning Post.
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CHEERING WORDS FROM A LONDON READER.
Tb the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-I have just received the GOSPEL MAGAZINE (for June}
and have tasted of the fare provided, I doubt not, by the Lord for His
children. I want to let you know how greatly I have been ble8sed
in reading it already. "Wellsprings" and Romaine's sermon are the
portions I have read, and I am quite sure that what remains will be
blessed to me, especially the two first portions which deal with my
experience the last few weeks. My infirmity has made me often
depressed physically, and having now entered upon my seventy-ninth
year, this poor old body soon gets weary. But" He giveth more·
grace," and as my days so He giveth strength. Being unable to get
to gatherings of the Lord's people, I feel the lack of fellowship. How
greatly should His children treasure and use this privilege while they
have opportunity.
I meant to write you last month on the blessing the April Magazine
has been to me. It seemed filled with food just suited to my spiritual
need. I shall hope to send, a little later on, a subscription for the
expenses of the Magazine. I know no other so helpful to the believer.
May the Lord bless you in all your ministry.
Yours very sincerely in Him we love and seek to serve.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-Our hearts are full of thankfulness to the Lord for
the many opportunities existing at this time for spreading the Gospel
among our men. But we need help, prayerful, practical, financial help
to continue this glorious work.- From a lady worker among soldiers:
" We thank you very sincerely for the parcel of Gospel literature.
We are very glad of fresh leaflets, etc., and as the Brigades change
every fortnight there are constant opportunities. We will remember
you in prayer. Remember this Mission, the little meetings take place
every night about 9 o'clock." From a great Dockyard: "I do not
know how to thank you for the lovely parcel of books, etc., which
\vill be so useful. The dear Lord knew I wanted them and also the
Testaments. Our Sunday meetings keep up well in numbers. We
had sixty-eight last Sunday, and it is fine to know that they come
under the sound of the Gospel, and can never say they did not hear it.
Joined by my sister in sincerest Christian greetings and thanks."
From a worker among sailors: "I am in receipt of your letter and am
pleased to say the parcel of tracts is now duly to hand, for which I
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would ask you to please accept my best thanks, and which we shall
:find very useful." And so we could go on with testimony after testimony to the value of the work to our distributors.
Yours to serve by His grace,
21, Firfield Street,
R. E. BRIDER.
Totterdown, Bristol, 4.
June, 1935.
========
'THE RT. HON. STANLEY BALDWIN ON THE MAINTENANCE
OF RELIGION.
THE strong anti-Christian tendencies of the present day are not only
being noticed with sorrow by ministers of the Gospel, but even
prominent politicians are concerned about them.
Mr. Baldwin, in a speech delivered on May 3rd in the Albert Hall,
.and reported in The Times of May 4th, said:
" If there is one other thing which Disraeli stressed-and I think
when I joined the Primrose League we all took it very much for
granted, and I dare say many of us wondered why he did stress itit was the maintenance of religion. I do not know how far Disraeli
had in his mind the continuation of the establishment of the Church
{)f England, although at that time I daresay it did play a part in what
he was thinking, because in those days there were attacks of great
weight made against the establishment of the Church of England.
But I have always interpreted that word myself in the widest sense.
I little thought, as you can have little thought in those days before
the War, that we should live to see ministers of the Gospel-and I
use that word in its widest sense-suffering for their belief in countries
that we had believed to be civilized. I wish to say no more about
that this afternoon, but I do not want you to lose sight of certain
.anti-Christian movements in Europe at the present moment, and to
resolve firmly that in this country at least there shall not be one inch
{)f ground that shall ever be ceded to those who fight the battle against
whatever we may mean by religion." (Cheers.)

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
"A Friend" (per Rev. T. Houghton)
1 0 0
" A Pilgrim" (per Miss L. Ormiston)
1 0, 0
Hamilton, Mrs. F,
0 7 3
Pescod-Malcolm, Miss J.
1 0 0
Ross, Mrs. B.
0 2 6
Simmonds, Miss Ruth
0 4 0
W. P.
0 2 0
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POPISH MITRES AND THE JUBILEE.
THE Anglo-Catholic Movement has gained such a foothold in the
Church of England that the wearing of popish mitres by Church of
England Bishops is becoming increasingly common.
At the recent Silver Jubilee thanksgiving service in St. Paul's, the
Bishop of London wore" a golden cope and mitre," and the Archbishop
of Canterbury was arrayed" in white embroidered cope and mitre."
The special representative of the Church Times writes as follows :" Just after eleven o'clock, the Bishop of London, in golden cope
and mitre, attended by the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's, in
emblazoned copes, moved down the nave to await the King and
Queen at the west door. Another procession, headed by a crucifer,
and consisting of the choir, the College of Minor Canons, in copes,
the Free Church ministers in black gowns and bands, the bishopssuffragan in rochet and chimere, with the Archbishop of Canterbury,
in white embroidered cope and mitre, bringing up the rear. It was
good to see his Grace apparelled as befits a Prince of the Church in
the face of that brilliant assembly."
The Protestant Dictionary tells us that " Of the use of the mitre
we have no evidence till we reach the twelfth century." It also says
that Durandus held that" the mitre is a token of the Pontiff's priesthood." The Church Times leader for May 17th says: "The mitre
normally expresses a priestly significance. It is the special mark and
badge of the high priests of the Christian dispensation. As such it
signifies their apostolic character and their sacramental unction."
The same issue of the Church Times goes on to say: "Catholics
rejoice to see their bishops wearing the appropriate vestment of their
priestly office, so long as its true meaning is comprehended and maintained. It is the sign of a great reality. During the last fifty years
its use has been vastly extended, and the number of English bishops
who wear the mitre, at least on occasion, testifies to the great development of ceremonial."
It is evident that the apostles did not wear mitres, nor did they
claim to be sacrificing priests. Moreover they never described the
ministers of the Christian Church as sacrificing priests.
The leader in the Church Times for May 17th headed " The Mitre
and the Faith," says, "Catholics have noted with approval and
gratitude that the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of London
were both dressed in the raiment appropriate to bishops for the Jubilee
thanksgiving service in St. Paul's Cathedral last week. It was, we
believe, the first occasion on which any Archbishop of Canterbury
has worn a mitre in the present Cathedral of St. Paul in London.
With so many officers of secular grades and dignitaries attired in all
the glory of their several uniforms, it was both appropriate and encouraging that the Princes of the Church should follow suit. Not only
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are Dr. Lang and Dr. Ingram Catholic Bishops; they have a fuller
understanding than has yet been attained by some of their brethren
of the meaning of the Catholic episcopate. Their mitres did honour
to themselves, to the occasion, and to the Church."
Anglo-Catholics naturally rejoice at this outward development and
manifestation of their Romish teaching. To us it is deplorable in
the extreme that "the Protestant Reformed Religion established by
law" should be represented by what we cannot but regard as "the
pomps and vanity of this wicked world." Mitres cannot be said to
be Scriptural, primitive, or Protestant.
Oh for a return to New Testament simplicity and spirituality of
worship! If only the Bible were our only rule of faith and practice,
how much that is now highly prized would be wholly swept away.
A "SUNG MASS" AND SUNDAY TENNIS.
A REGULAR contributor to an Anglo-Catholic weekly in its issue of
May 31st says: "On Sunday morning it was my pleasant experience
to be present, for the second time, at the Sung Mass in Worksop
College Chapel." Nearly four hundred boys were presen~. The
writer goes on to say, " The Mass lasted just an hour, and half an hour
afterwards the boys had changed, and were playing tennis, practising
at the nets, or off for a ramble in the Clumber Woods."
Think of it: nearly four hundred boys at a Church of England
college, being trained to go to what Cranmer calls" popish masses,"
and then are allowed to desecrate the Lord's Day by games of tennis.
" The popish Mass" is in Cranmer's view" detestable idolatry," and
" utterly to be banished from all Christian congregations."
AGED PILGRIM'S FRIEND SOCIETY.
THE pensioners residing in the Brighton Home and pensioners living
in the Town were entertained to Tea at the Home on Wednesday,
May 15th. After Tea a Meeting was held, presided over by Mr. P.
Wakeley. Mr. George Banfield read a portion of Scripture and offered
prayer. The Chairman referred to the work of the Society from its
commencement, and addresses were given by Messrs. R. Guille and
S. Hoult. There are now 1060 Aged Pilgrims receiving the pensions
of the Society, many of whom have lived far beyond the 70 years, one
having passed her 100th birthday. The Committee are grateful to
the friends whose continued help makes possible the regular assistance
to the aged saints, but there is need of new Subscribers as valued
helpers pass away.
The offerings taken at various Churches are valued by the Committee,
and they would be encouraged if other Churches could favour them
with an annual collection.
The Committee hope to meet many friends at the Hornsey Rise
Home on Friday, July 5th, for the Sale and Anniversary Service.
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The Sale of Work at Camberwell took place on Thursday, June 6th,
and was very successful. Mrs. James Carter, of Croydon, in a brief
comprehensive address, kindly opened the Sale.
The following Meetings will (D.V.) be held in the interest of the
Society: July 10th, a Service in the evening at the Baptist Chapel,
Hambro Road, Streatham; on the 17th, at Gurney Road Baptist
Chapel, and on the 18th, at Homerton Row Chapel; at Derby Road
Chapel, Croydon, on the 24th; and at Cheltenham (Walker Memorial
Church) on the 31st.
========

lltebte\Us null :notiers of laoots.
CHURCH AND STATE. By Rev. E. G. Bowring, M.A. Price Id.
(Church Association, 13 & 14, Buckingham St., Strand, W.C.2.)
This pamphlet is a sermon preached at Broadwater Church, Worthing,
on Jan. 30th, 1935. It is an able exposure of the Romanizing work
of the Anglo-Catholics in the Church of England.
MARTYRS OR TRAITORS. Debate. Pp. 56. Price 6d., postage Id.
(The Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon St., London, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet is a full report of the great debate bet1"een Wlr.
Albert Close, representing the Protestant Truth Society, and Father
Vincent McNabb, DOIninican Priest, representing the Roman Catholic
Evidence Guild. The debate took place in Caxton Hall, Westminster,
on March 20th,J935. The thesis was, " The old state papers recently
recovered from the Vatican archives, etc., clearly prove that many
of those whom the Roman Church now designates as 'Martyrs for
their religion' were really involved in Jesuit plots to murder the
Queen and bring about the invasion of our country by foreign armies."
The various documents proving this contention are quoted in full
in this pamphlet, and abundantly prove, as we think, that Mr. Albert
Close is right in upholding the thesis. The collection of these historical
documents by Mr. Close indi~ates an immense amount of labour and
thought, and all who purchase the pamphlet will feel that they have
in possession a most valuable sixpennyworth.
"HERE HE IS! I HAVEN'T LOST HIM!" By the Rev. James
Ormiston. Pp. 12. Price lid. each; 6/6 per 100 post free.
(Mr. David Catt, 21, Clapton Square, London, E.5.)
This attractively printed booklet is well worthy of being circulated
in thousands. It records the last words of a workhouse saint who was
visited by Mr. Ormiston when he was Vicar of St. David's, Islington,
London. It is a most beautiful and touching account of a deaf sinner
being saved through the written Word, and it beautifully sets forth
the Covenant responsibility of the great Shepherd of the sheep to
bring all of them safely to the heavenly fold. The story is reprinted by
special request.

